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THE PACIFIC RHODODENDRON SOCIETY

" Dedicated to the Hobbiest and Home Gardeners”

Foreword

The Pacific Rhododendron Society has reprinted the
Rhododendron Notes in an effort to further the knowledge of
the Genus Rhododendron by those enthusiasts with an avid
interest in the history, exploration and biographical sketches
contained herein.

The Rhododendron Notes are offered to the end that the
reader may more easily understand the progress encouraged
by those who contributed the wealth of information contained
in these volumes, thereby making clear our understanding of
the Genus Rhododendron today.

The Society wishes to gratefully acknowledge the efforts on
our behalf by the following persons and organizations: Dr. R.
Shaw, Curator and M.V. Mathew, Librarian of the Royal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Scotland, for providing the
missing numbers; Lord Aberconway and John Cowell,
Secretary of the Royal Horticultural Society, for certain
photocopies and other considerations, Sir Giles Loder and Sir
Edmund de Rothchild for their esteemed counsel, and to
Thomas V. Donnelly our printer.

Our greatest appreciation to Dan E. Mayers of Lorien,
Wadhurst, England for providing the originals and the in-
spiration. Without his assistance this project would never
have become a reality.
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MEMBERS’ NOTES FOR THE YEAR 1919

INDEX TO VOL. I.,, PART 1IV.

SoME LARGE - LEAVED RHODODENDRONS, BY PROFESSOR BAYLEY
Bavrrougr, F.R.S.

Dawycg, RHODODENDRONS AT, BY LT.-CoLoNEL F. R. S. BALFOUR.

KILMACCURRAGH, PLANTS AND RHODODENDRONS AT, BY THE RT. HON.
Tne MARQUESS oF HEADFORT, K.P.

LEONARDSLEE, A FURTHER NOTE UPON THE CULTIVATION OF RHODO-
DENDRONS AT, BY SIR EDMUND LODER, BART.

LocaN, RHODODENDRONS AT, BY KENNETH McDOUALL.
LAMELLEN GARDEN, 1919, BY E. J. P. MAGOR.

MoNREITH, WIGTOWNSHIRE, BY THE RT. HoN. SIR HERBERT MAXWELL,
BART.

RowALLANE, Co. DowN, RHODODENDRONS AT, BY H, ARMYTAGE MOORE.
GROWING LARGE-LEAVED RHODODENDRONS, BY CHARLES G. A. NIx,

RHODODENDRON SEEDLINGS, SOME NOTES ON THE GROWING OF, BY J. C.
WiLL1AMS.

CHINESE RHODODENDRONS IN CORNWALL, SoME NOTES oON, BY P. D.
WILLIAMS.

To facilitate its consideration at the earliest possible date, a Note by George H.
Johnstone, suggesting research regarding old and the registration of new hybrids of
Rhododendrons was, with his consent, circulated amongst the members of the Society in
the Spring of 1920. Reference to this Note is made here for the purpose of record.—C. C. E,
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the Chinese species of the Falconeri Series (except R. Eximrum), distinguished
from R. FALCONERI by its eglandular ovary. Its cup-hairs, quite of the type of
those of R. FALCONERI, are smaller than in that species.

RHODODENDRON BASILICUM, Balf. f. et W. W. Sm.

Since his first finding of this species in 1912 on the Shweli-Salween divide at
11,000 feet elevation, Forrest has met with it on several occasions in the same
region. From the earlier collecting plants have been raised, which ought to
flower within a few years from now, giving us trusses of fleshy pale-yellow flowers.
The plant is described as a bush of 10-30 feet. The species has leaves as large
as or larger than those of R. FALCONER! itself, 25 cm. long by 13 cm. broad,
wrinkled above but not so deeply honeycombed below as in that species. The
underleaf indumentum is pale cinnamon-coloured, the hairs of the upper
stratum beautifully developed as funnel-shaped cups with stout stalk expanding
into a cup-wall of vertically elongated cells, the cup-margin spreading as a
fringe, the segments of which run out into long fibril-like hairs, of which
there may be many. This hair-stratum seems to be fairly persistent, falling off
only in patches when it does disappear, and it gives the surface a slightly woolly
look. The flower-truss is large with some 25 flowers in each, of which the corolla
is not of the largest in the series, about 3.5 cm. long. The 16 stamens have
glabrous filaments (occasionally a hair or two) and the 12-15-chambered ovary
is without glands, but densely covered by cinnamon-coloured fasciate hairs
with conspicuous stalks. The capsule, slightly curved, is as much as 4 cm. long
and 1.25 cm. broad, and is coated with brown tomentum.

R. Basiicum is a larger-leaved plant than R. MEGAPHYLLUM its nearest
ally, and has different underleaf indumentum, its cup-hairs funnel-shaped with
more developed fringe, an ovary with more chambers and a fruit nearly twice the
size of that found in R. MEGAPHYLLUM.

RHODODENDRON CORIACEUM, Franch.
(syn. R. FovEOLATUM, Rehder et Wilson).

Soulié¢ discovered this species in April 1893 at Loukiong near Tseku on
the Mekong in N.W. Yunnan. The next record of it is in specimens collected
near Tseku and sent home in 1912 by Monbeig.  Monbeig's specimens in Kew
Herbarium were described by Rehder and Wilson in Pr. WiLsoNianz I
(1913) 537 as R. FOVEOLATUM, a name in which they stercotype the appearance
of the underleaf indumentum, the cup-like feature of which they recognised.
By Forrest also the plant has been found about Tseku, and in 1917 he extended
our knowledge of its area of distribution by finding it at an elevation of 12,000
feet on Doker-la in the Tsarong to the N.W. of the previously known stations.
Forrest describes the plant as a shrub of 12-20 feet, and the flowers as white
flushed-rose with a basal crimson blotch from which radiate upwards crimson
spots. The species is marked by two prominent characters, one foliage and one
floral—the underleaf indumentum is grev-white, and the corolla has seven lobes.
The leaves are long and narrow as much as 28 cm. long and some 6-7 cm. broad,
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station at Langkiung, where Forrest has also collected it is its southern limit ;
thence it spreads north and north-east over the Likiang Range to the Chungtien
Plateau, and also to the Mu-li Mountains in S.W. Szechwan, but it also has a
remarkable range to the north-west over the Kari Pass and the Mekong-Yangtze
divide into the Mekong-Salween divide. Our knowledge of all this further
distribution we owe to Forrest. The specimens of it obtained over its wide
area show some variation in dimensions of the rugulose leaf, narrow and broad,
short and long, but so far as evidence in foliage-specimens offers only one species
is decipherable showing these forms. The strong diagnostic character of the
species which all these forms possess is that of the underleaf indumentum,
The hairs of the upper stratum which give the cinnamon-colour to the surface
are somewhat broad open funnel-shaped cups with a polygonal outline raised on
longish many-celled stalks. The cup-wall is thin, of large nearly isodiametric
cells, and its undulate margin is lobed, each lobe 1?rolonged into branched hairs,
whilst the intervals between the lobes are somewhat concave. - The features are
most characteristic and enable one to recognise the species without difficulty.
It is upon this character that the specimens without flower or fruit have been
identified. The flower-truss has some 20 flowers, each flower with a white
8-lobed corolla slightly cream-tinted and with a large basal crimson blotch sur-
mounted by fainter crimson spots, 16 stamens with puberulous filaments, and
an 8-10-chambered ovary coated outside with a tomentum of short-stalked
hairs not densely aggregated, each putting out from the summit of the stalk many
loose branches, the whole hair somewhat resembling a pollard willow. Of
where to place this species in the Falconeri Series I am uncertain, It has links
with several, and yet differs from all. Perhaps the species least divergent is
R. SINOFALCONERIL

RHODODENDRON GALACTINUM, Balf. f.
[syn. R. LacTEUM, Rehder et Wilson, Pl. Wilsonian I (1913) 545 in part].

In 1916, when writing in the TRANSACTIONS OF THE BOTANICAL SOCIETY OF
EDINBURGH, about R. LAcTEUM and R. FICTOLACTEUM, I pointed out that
Wilson’s No. 4254, which was placed—with a suggestion of doubt—by Rehder
and Wilson, under R. LACTEUM, Franch., in PLANTZ WILSONIANE, could not be
that species, The plant was collected by Wilson in October, 1910, at an elevation
of 3,000-3,300 m., in woods of Pan-lan-shan, west of Kuan Hsien, in Western
Szechwan. Wilson obtained his plant in fruit only, and many plants have been
raised from seed collected by him. My expectation that Wilson’s plant would
prove to be a new species was based upon the examination of the underleaf
indumentum of young living plants. As the plants have grown the leaf-
characters support the view that we have here a distinct species. Indeed, so
evident is the difference in appearance of Wilson’s plants and other members of
the Falconeri Series that there is no doubt in my mind over the question of
specific distinction. Christening of it here is a transgression of a canon which
discourages the botanical naming of plants known in foliage only, and if I sin it
is because the name affords the simplest method of replying to enquiries as to
the identity of Wilson No. 4254, and. also of stifling at the outset the naming of
it as “R. LACTEUM ? ” and “ R. FICTOLACTUEM ? "’ a practice which is certain
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A FURTHER NOTE ON THE CULTIVATION OF RHODODENDRONS
AT LEONARDSLEE.

The soil at Leonardslee, generally speaking, is not unfavourable to the

‘growth of Rhododendrons, but there are parts where the soil is too heavy and

where they suffer in cold, wet winters, and there are some parts where the soil
is so light that it dries up completely in times of drought.

I .have already mentioned in Vol. I, p. 195 of the Society’s Notes, that we
had opened a trench round the m}:lants that had suffered, and had placed turfy
loam round the roots. The turf is taken off, about one inch thick, off pasture
land and stacked. This note is to say that this treatment has succeeded beyond
expectation.

All the plants so treated, which were looking ill and yellow, are now in the
best of health, with dark green foliage. We find that leaf mould, and peat even,
are apt to turn suur, and we now pin our faith to turfy loam when anything is
reqmred

EDMUND GILES LODER.
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