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FII. Ill."y. September lti . IBBI , wa s a d a ~ o f public mo urn ing ill
l' rovideno-. Offices and sho ps wcrr- r- lo-cd in rn pn n.' I' to rh r- :\1ayo r's
proclamation . fl ags fll'w a t half-m ast , buildings were dra ped wit h
hlar k h unt ing, a nd lin ing th r rurbsrones were silent t hr on es of riti
Ic ns wi t h so ber fares. \, 'c ca n imauinc the sr r- nc t hat day t hrough
t ill' [ ' y( ' S of a [ ouvnnl reporter. standi ng in the q uiet c-rowd at thr
rrum-r «f Colle ge a nd Benefit St reet- in front. of the Athena eum. In
the paper the next dav. he wrote:

" T he SU't1\" \la, an ('\TI" 111I'11IOra1>1o- ow ', as ill the lig-ht of tilt'
llwHo" autumn day till' long pw"·,,ion. corupov-d of ..irize-n
~nlditTs ill h ri.t:ht uuifonn hu t wit h !'t'\ ""l'd arms and ,[ow in Stl'p,
ti l<' agl' ing vr-tr-ranx, "Talillg their badgh of honor and tl ll' ir tokens
of llI, 'urning for IIH'ir leader and couHad,', till' r..p n"t' l\lali\l" of
tI ... -tu tr and cily govcmmcnr-. the gua rd "f honor aroun d tl1<'
h..ar sr-. and Ih.. casket contain ing' all that was nuural of tilt' dead
hero. moved ~ [o \\ ly on ' to th e deep wail of the- tlll lllp"l and the
I".a l of muffled drum.' am id th e «mud of ti ll ' lo llillg; hell, and thr
tirillg of minun- gUllS. It was a ""(' lit" to he illl lJlo,..d vividlv Oil t!lI'
uiind-, of all 'I Ito ' a \\' it, a nd Ita .. ]wn llrl<' a pa n of the visibb- historv

"f till' - t u n

.\s tha i fun er-al pron's"ioll m ov ed no rt h on Ben efit StrccI, la ter to

t urn e a :-I OIL Olnev St reet Oil its lon g, '''\0\\ ro ut e In Swan Po int , the re
must han' 1)['1'11 -onu- in the crowd of ."pr-ctators who remembered
what the deceased hero ha d said nearly t went y yTa r... lx-fon- in the
gloo m, win ter o f 1B1-i2-fi :1. In answer to t he iru path-nt q uest io n of
Irien dc : " \\' In do you no t cla im what i.. yo ur own ?" , h i... reply was :
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" I ta ll ~lfd~ Ito"\(' an ~ cl a im IhOlI I haH' In the jutl c:nH"lI t " f fut ure
~ 1';I ,"" a nd th e j U~l in' lIf m y (cll n\\ roun trvnu- n."

This wa s not a \. h(,l1~ wi~ pred i. non. The llit""' !.:t' «f thr ee 
quar ters of a ce n tu rv, a nd the judcnu-m of latter-d a y h ilolo r iall-' have
Ill '! de a lt kindly with . \ llIhnN~ 1-: \Trt'll Bur nside. ( :( ll l ~ i d (· r how

chorkr-d an y OIl(" e,f tlw mourners t hat da y at the First ( :l'llg; rq ::at io nal

Church Oil lkncfi t SlnT! wo uld ha ve lx-cn cou ld they han ' Iw;tn l
thi!'> mid-twcnth-t h ITnt ury judgment hy FIncher Pruu:

"[Hurnsi dc] ,\ .(\ a piune-e-r in tlu- an of per-ona l ,<tlnlll'iIl,h ip.
... illlJl1r tMlli lll{ dll ,i n " charm and 'tnlill£:" worth f'''1II " ' -"ry po rt" :
lht' nnh grm-rnl ill h i..tory to have a Ihl rhn'~ <~)l..cia lty nauu-d .lil l·r
him. :\"0 one whn talke-d wit h him for h\ T min u te-.. l'n-r doubn-d
rb.u BUIIl, id.· 1\;1' .. \Tn fine ma n. a[tho u!!h p""Opll- who ralkr-d
1\ ith him for n-u w.·n· know 11 to ""'pn'" -kepm-i-ru ,1 _ I " hi,
iute-lh-ct ." I

,\ kin der modern ;l pprai~t1 of him is l·xlHt·"....-d bv T . Harrv W illia m...
Wi ll iam~ co s:

" P"opk c.. uld 11"1 Iwlp liking- Amh ro...· E. Bu ruside. Hi- <mik
\\ a, t h;l nHin~. hi, tuaruu-r \\,1' ln-artv, an d hi, wa~, " l'U' \\ inn im::.
I ll' caSI a ' pd l 0\ n m o,t p"'opk wlwn I... ml't tlwlII. I Ie \\a, a
handwTlIl' and , tr i ki ll~ fi~\ln' (If a ma ll. Ahou t ..ix fed ill heig-ht.
I", W;I'> hig in bui ld. I ii.. b rg-I" {an ' \\' ;1' .. uIToundl·d by Iwavy I.his
kn, . " hid . \' l'n' alt um l tht" tradt 'II1ark of his ap P"';II'lIll " . [n hi,
Un'", . h.. I\a ' , t ud i t"d J~ I·.ul"le" and infor lllai. H.. lik"d 10 1,,·.lr a n
undn" , unifo rlll ;lIld a fa ligli" c"Jl. \ \"IlI'n hI' xI,· hdoll' thl '
IrtlOl-J' . ht" \\"IT Ian;:.. btl< k' kin g-a ulllld " and a 10 • pi,t"l lx'h Ihal
;.lIo\\ ed hi, Iml..tn to ,\, inc: <.I t hi, h ilJ. Ill- M ...·lIIt·d d.l,hinc: <.Ind
hr.l\T. and Ill' \\ a ... II I' a [",. ...·.·Illt'd In hI' \tTy intdlil.': '·III. htll hI'
wa" not. O llt ' \';''' '11"IN ·n -.-.. ..aid: ' You ha\".· 10 kno\\ Burn, id,' ...m ll"

tilllO' ht..fort" ~ Otl ,, ·al i..,· t1l1'rc i' no l lIIudl h.·hind hi, ,h(l\\~ {ron L'

Thi, W ;I, unju , t. Burn , ide wa s a n hollt ·,t an d a hUlllhl.· 1II;1JI. II \'
w .{\ a ~ood 'uht' rdi na u~ £:"11''1<11. BUI hI' d id 1101 han' tl... l1 ,a;n
t<> t'Ollllll<llld ,I tug- ,' ; 11 Ill y ., :.~

This pa p(.... do(':< nol a ll l'ln pt a n " tt ar k on . o r t'ur!'ohu ratioll of.
11](':<c j lld,glllenl :<. or a niliral a pprai.' al of t ht' rn ili lar ~ k 'lt :< a n d fai l
11]'1':< o f Rh ode h b nd ' :< adopted :-1 m. :\l y r hron irl e :< \('111:< onl~ from
' ll r io:< i t ~. nn-ill:<i l ~ ' Ihu lit lhe lik of a man prominl'lIt ill pu hlic lik

lFk t..hl·r I' r;,(( , (h d , ,,/ I,J' Fi" ( ~ " W Vor l , William Slo",... ,\ ."... i<l l'· ', Inc ,
1'0:15, " I,Hi l

~· I . 11" ,,\ Will i;' IIl' . l .i .". " I" and IIi . U , ...""I. (:'\.. .... Vor l , ,\ 1f"'d ,\. Knop f,
I n.... 1 ~15 2 )

in lilt" com rn u ni tv. a nd warmlv n'~aflh'd h~ hi- fe llm \ tow n-m en.
\\ ho ha s d isappeared into oru... ~l ril ~ in Ie", th an th rc('-qua rtrr; of a
senturv . True. t here is a fine ('quot rian ..tatue of him ill th e pa rk
""I/ Ih ; .f the Pr ovi dence C nioll S tilti on , where in broil 1(' dli~~ lilt'
( ;I'l1tT,,1 £:a H'~ uff ill tlu- d irection of EXl han c; t· SHITl , \'il'w in£: thr
dist a nt (ii .'ptl~i l io ll of his tr oops ,\ 1111 ll1 a n ~ Prm 'id l'llt ia ns. know
rlu-re i~ a Bur n..ide- Square- just l'a~ l uf th e Point Sl ft'!"t Bn dgt'
111 m in a ~Ia t( · of d i'fepa ir and r-uufu-iuu from fn ','wa y construct ion .
Further north, Burnside's Ionncr lk-nefi t Street man-ion b.·arlo a lo i.c:n

prot laimin c the- buildin a's nann- a~ 1111' Burnside . \ p; ll tllll" nt~. T heft'
i-, a bo a Burnside Stre-e-t in Provid ence. runnin g Iwtw(TIl Public Slrt'Cl
and Thurber- .\ \ I·nm'. And . o f cuur....-. like Fk u-hn Pra ll . we an
awarr- th ai {ull ..,ide whi-kers-c-n 101\k no lon ger in Iavnr and IIn
rn ::n'lIl 'd ;111' (',llled "sideburns" i;l a co rru ption of the (;enfTa r l

nanlt" .
The ..._· ...·\ n ;t! di slint rio ns ~(""111 little c nough, howeve-r, fo r om' of

thc 11l1ll-1 prominent Rhod e l sla ndcrs of hi" g(·IUT;lI ioll. BUI in bcin c
Ia rgd~ fo rcot tcn , p('fha~ Burnside' is the ga ine r . not t ilt' I'NT. .\1·
th oll gh his nchievr-rnents as a militurv com man der. a~ a riri zeu . a nd
; I ~ a ·po lit icia n . ar t' not rn l1t'lllh( 'n 't1, nei ther an' till' dc la ib of hi~

crow ning f"i llln ' the blood y U nion ddeat al Fr edt·l'it ksh m g. W ith
Iht· pcTlopc'n i\T of ~U yea rs. Frn ln ir ksbur.c: wclay ....·I·IlI... to Ih~ ~

alll a l('u r hilotorian one nf a l on g- ~l' r io of ra rly IO~N'~ for :\Ir . 1.lI1 cnln ~

.\run. and Burm idl' mcrc!\" O Il(' of t he lol'\ cr a l illep i Union l.:"elU'ra ls
\I ho precedn l ( ;1 alll .

.\m hrrN' L. Uurm ide ( Ihe m idd lt, in ilia l " E" orig: inall~ ~lOot..l for
" !:\I·rtlo: · hut I~'.anlt' " E\Trf'U" fl ll the \\"~t Poin t n ll-ter) wa ~ born
:\I ;n ~3. IJr!4, in l ·n ion Count\'. Ind ia na . ncar th l" 100\n of Liberty .
H i, 'fa t hn . Judg(' Ed g:hill Bur;l ~ ide . had mO\'ed to Ind ia na from
SOIuh CarolilM ...rnw ten \ rars heffl n ' . a nd had ma rried I'amdi"
BlOwn , a ll ('llli gr;ml from So uth C arolina likr him:-c:'lf.

. \..m hro~t· W ; I ~ lht' fourth chi ld born 10 Ihl'lot': ha rd y pi ()""tT~ ; lwo
~i~ l ('r~ a nd a bro thn preccded him ill t he family (-ink: fi\"t~ olh t'l
('hild n' n \\c ' IT horn lat lT. hut t hn' t~ of th em died in infanr ~ .

Youn g: B llrn ~ id l' pa~,ed an a pp ,IIT ll t l~ Illw\TlItfu l fh ildhood an ti
, u l tJ l ('!>t I' IH' (~ in t hl' \ 'illa c;t' of I.ihnt y, ., t ud ying in t he Liht 'ft y ;;choo!
und n a Dr. Houghto n , \\ ho i~ de~nilwd h~ 8ellj;llllin I'l'rk ~ l'noH',
n llrn ..id(" ';; hio~rapher . a!' a " (l u;lkn preach er . wh o \\ <i, a nIX'
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scholar.":l The ~dl\!o l \ , urrirulum included mat hem at ics. rlu-torir
logi c. and moral ph ilosophy. '

Burnside's mo ther died in :\-Ia \", 1841. four dan before his .~e\t' Il

tecnth birt hda y, Later in the same vear. his fatbl'r, without means
to pay' for Ambrose's further educat'ion, had him indentured as an
apprentice to a tail or in Cent reville. Ind iana . fifte en milr-s fro m
Liberty.

Burnside was a SllCl t'SS as a beginn er in th e trad e. an d when his
apprent iceship ended , he TTturned to Libe rty. there to go into pa rllllT
ship w ith j ohn .\1. .\l yns ill the tai loring husiurss. Besides -rrvin c as
the Sunday School ~enrta ry in a local church, Burnside found lime
to read abou t the mil itary heroes an d exploits of the past . ,\ legend
ill Liberty is the \'isit to Burnside's ta ilor shop in l B-l2 h~ Caleb
Smith, Rcprcscnt .u ivc in Con gress from the district . T hat )..!;t"ntlcman
found Burnside alone. lead ing a volume of Cooper 's Tar-tics \\ hilc
he continued to sti tch a roar. Representa tive Smith questioned thl'
ho y, and then rema rked : " You sho uld be a cadet at \ \"('st Point.'
Accordi ng 10 the lejn-nd. tha t statem e nt cha ng r-d the H)lln ~ tailor's
destiny.

Burn side's Ia rhr-r. a rucmlx-r of the Indiana legisla ture th.u ~ e;lr.

sta rt ed the polit ica l wh('('ls rolling. and under da te of Xlnn h R, IB-l:; .
Secre tary of \\'a r Poru-r notified young Ambrose that President
Tjlcr had confelTed upon him a cond itional appointment as a , adel
in the R·n·ice.of the United States, A lett er of acce ptance, prompt} ,
forwarded With an r-ndo rscmr-nt of parental approval, started .-\ . L.
Burnside on his new r-an-cr.

Fil tv-th n-e ~t lldt'lll ~ from all parts of the cou nuv were ill the da~~

wh ich enrolled a t the ,\li litary Academy ill july, ' 184J . T he cadt,t
rolls when Bu rn~ i d e ellrllllcd, and while he was II1('re, inrludnlmall\
na mes wh ich la ter herarne frequen t headlines and fam iliar hn\ onis
in both Nort h and South : .\ I("Clellan, Hancock, Fit z j ohn PlIrhT,
"Slonewa ll'" JacksoTT , l'id,l't1, A . 1', H ill, an d Het h, to nalll~ a few
of them,

For four years, Burnside ami Ha rr y Heth were roommates ill IllI'
old Nort h Barrad s : tlwir fri("nd~hip ~urvi\"[~d the war. and BUl"llsick
la ter hdpt'd Ht,th iTT husines"..;. ;\Iajor General Heth ~r\"('d with dis-

1U,'RSS1IJE: .1 Rhode Is/mrd liero

rinrtion in the Southern A rm v : it was his division whic h led the
Conkdera h: advance OTT C t'tt yshu rl!: in IRrd. ill searc h of shoes for
poorlv -shod lroops. lrecman ' report s a tcgcud that Harr y B eth was
the on ly gell(Tall) lTi("(~ r whom Lee addressed hv his firsl name.

Burnside an d l l rt h sha red [JUt only the rigors of the academ y
rout ine, hUI off-d uty pleasures as well . Cadet Burn side was a fre 
quent visirurat Benn~ Hav ens ' tavr-rn , an d , O il particularl y convivia l
t)('crlsions, a,curdin g to Poore, would sinl!: a ballad titled "The
l .iulc Black Bull" with greal r-Hert. He al~, ) .uhicvcd a reputat ion
a~ a rook at rl andcst itu- par-ries nftcr laps in the barracks, In hi
fourth year, Burnside became Olll~ of four cadet ca ptain-. but was
dr-mou-d to the ranks for Ill'inl!; a bsent with out lea n ' a bout t\\O
months lx-Icuc grad u;ltioTl. O nly t h i rl ~ nf the ori ginal fifty-threl '
remained 10 be ronnnissioned ill july, 18·1 7 : at .e:rad lla lion, Hum
~i lk \ relative stand ing wa c ciglnccutb in his r-lass.

H i" commission as second lieutenant brouuht with it order!' to join
the Third ;\ rt ilk ry in Xlcxico Cit ~ . where operations under General
" 'infield Snl11 were coming to an r-nd. Burnsirh- joined a r-lassman
in Baltimun-, and tilt' two shav e-tails sta rted the lon g tre k, across t hr
moun tain- hy stage('oac h and them-e hy boat down thr- O hio a nd
.\ I[.'-...;is,,~ipp i Rivers.

Oil hoard a side-wheeler riverboat, out of Cincinnati and hound
for Louisville, Burnside reportedly fell into a trap which allY modem
sophisti('a ll' should have avoidede.c-ilv ..\ fellow pa",..;en,>:er proposed
a frie nd ly ga me of euchre 10 Burn-ide. and invited another pas,'it'I1,>:er
to join in. Pnv-ntlv, small stakes were suggested ami the YOUtlg"
lit'litenant chcerfullv agreed when thr-sc stakes were increased be-. . .
caust' he had bee n winning. You can .gues,..; the outcome: Bur nside
101'1 nTr~ rcm, and had to Iace his t-lux-ma u- in the morn ing, know

illl!: tha t to tha t point in their jou rney his c-lassmate had ber-n paying
their joint Iran'l ing expenses. and that his resources wert' thcrrfon
prar-t ir-allv gon e, \ \"hile the two well' u lTTsick rin.>: this glum pros·
perl , a fd lm\ tr aw ler approached Ihn tl. III' had MT n the g"allle the
nening hdolT, and knew tht" olhn p la y t' r~ to he ri\ 'er sha rpt:rs .
.\ Ion-d to ,c,Cl!t'msily hy the hoy.s" sad plig-ht, Ill" adL Ill('{'d thl'm funds
for till' tTl1Taindn of thei r jOIIfTlt"~ . Y l" a r~ later , in the Korth Caro
lilla ( ;Jmpa i.c.rr . llu fll~idt" pro moted his ht:nefa("{or's son to a lil" ll-

11)ou o:las So,,\h ~ll Fn' ,'ma n, L n 'J I .u la n ", ,, i , ( i' . 'w Yurk, Charl," Scrihm'r' ,
Som, 1<142 · 1'14 4)
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ten ancy from the ra n k~ ; P OilU ' ili mu te on whether the loan wns
orherwisc repaid. but it presumahlv \\3!>.

\Vilh other clussrna n-c, Burnside di!ot'm ha rh -d from a tr am pon at
Vera C ruz . bill \\ iI S di~lvpnint("d 10 learn that the wa r w as ,-irtlla ll ~

OH 'T. He " ali orde red .n om (. to Mexioo City, where he served unti l
hi!'> bauery of th e T h ird .\ni lleTy W;IS transferred ha ck to th e x ra tcs
late in 1848 with orders to Fun Adam!', Rhode Isla nd . his fin.' con
Ian with his ado pted sia ll',

Burnside's du ty at .;\t'W p Orl as Poore descri bes it d oes not -oun d
arduous. 8raK~'1' Batten of Ii~h l arti llerv wa s a sho wv feature of ti lt'
w('ck ly " fort d ay.... · whic 'h the troo ps put UII to en tertain the ('il i/.em

of Newport . These drills. and inf n-quem pa rades in the tow n it-elf.
O il Ikllt'HIt: An 'IHlt', ,L;<lH till" lut tcrv opportunity to show d\i li all ~

t he g-littn of military lift'. T he unit was composed of picked uu-u.
and the}' enj oyed spcciaf un iforms and new equipment : the ollinT~

were a ll. like Burn side , rxpet t horsemen. mounted on th e lil\t"~ 1

horses . Hilt th ere was ph-nt v of oJf-duty time for it personable ; 11111

dashing- ~Cl u n .l:: lieute-na nt to ,L;" to pa n ics and to beco me know n hoth
in Xew port . which wa~ then htT1Jllling" a fashionable renter, a nd ill
I'n l\·idt'nH'. Dances. htliltin j!; tr ips wit h the Xewport belle, •.stroll
a long tilt, ocea n front .1IId like- excursions considerably a lleviat ed the
rigors of A"a rri!'on d ut y.

Within a ~ear. th is ha ppy inlt'rlmll' t"nJro. wilen . in Den'll\ht·l.
IH49. tht.'" hatt cf\ was ordnnl ttl :'\"e\\ :\I t'xico, LiJ,::ht ar tillt'f\ ,11lt1
fan q d rill unib '\HTe Bill prilnical in Indian count ry. ~) ,I dt:t,hh.
ment . with Burnside in ll'lll lllil lUl. \\ ,I!' equipped .md mmlllh'd a~

t'a\'alry. Their r hort,_~ illdudl'd SloutinJ,:: part i~ and ('S('tort d ll t i t·~,

,lOti om' J.:: rim t'xpniitiull to find th t' remains of a part y of mai l {.11
rit,..,. slau J.:: htt'fcd by thl' Ind ians.

In .\ UA" lI!'t, 11ClO, it pa rt~ of ;Iho ut ~ ixlY ;\ par hN- r ,lnW to J.a~ \ '(' t::a ~

in .In at Ulllpt III trade fUf~ for .l:un powdtT and ~h (l l. TIlt' Captain
in cOlllma nd fl'cog-n ilt 'd ~onH' or tht , g-f(JUp, a nti, lint t ru~ t1l1 ~ th l' ir
il1ll'lIt ion~, dt'flied their lTqlW~ 1. .\ h er the Ind iam had left . lill'
Captain ordnnl B ll rll ~ ilk ami a lkl a,hnwllt of t\\t'llt\-nillt' I1lt'll
to on 'fla ke tht' ha nd <Inti ,l lT f ~ t tlw r hief~. Burn side di:\ !'n, an d a
hl, )(ItI ~ l·t1 t Oli ntt'r ft'Sultt'd - ll u l'll ~i tlt,\ fir~t anion . AhtT a n ine-m ilt
(- haM'. with ~Willg"i ll.l:' r; l\-alry ~ il l Jrt's lIa~h i l1 ~ in hand-to-IMml fit:ht
inA". Bu rn~ id t'\ Pil rt ~ had filp tUH't! thrce of the , \ padl('.~ ;md killnl

at lc.e-t t\H'nt y. St'wral of the Fedcra l-. in, ludinc Hurn-idc him-eli.
-utfr-rr-d wound- Irom Apa. he a rrow-

From LI~ \'cl.!as. Ih lrn!'ide WM' o rd ered to I.!arri~on dutv in St.

I.ou i ~ . There h~ had hi~ first run-in with the pre....' . .\ 10t',11 papc'J
made -orne sl1t't' rilll.! remark about a "rnilitarv snob" nfu-r Burnside
had "protected" some l:iJh. at .1 danc-e. Burnsitlt, ',nUl:ht out tilt'
\\ nn-r of th e articles. and lh" rotlghly thrashed him . The younl: lieu
ten a nt then sllc(('s.4 11 Ih evad ed the constable-, a nd {" harge!' of 'ls."alllt
and baucrv were d ropped whr-n "nme h-ad ing: St . I..uui:-- r-i t izens inte r

vr-ned in hi" bchnlf.
Hum -id e'» next dut v. as q uafl t'rmastn with tilt' J oin t BOllnda r ~

Commission ill 'l't'xas. r a llle rhr- following- ~car. li t· sr-rved in Texas
with Colonel ( ;r ah ;l1 11 , an Ar my t'n g-int' t'f . t he (; nllllllis., ion \ It'ad in.1:
uctrnnomvr. ll i lf tTt ' n n'~ itmust hav e been a hot a rJ.:: ll nH'lIt -arn~t'

ht·t\\lTII G raham and the rhirf ."uney0l', :\Ir. (; l'il ~ . G ray -ctu a
civilian as."i!' ta nt po:-- tint:: for washincron in.~tTllniom. TIlt' next
mominc. ( ; rahaltl , no t to 1)(' ou tdone. direct ed Burnside to carr~ hi"
~itlt" of the di spute to \\ 'a ~h in g:to ll , Burn side IMt! tlm 'l' me n accom 
pall' illt:: him, (Ill(' of the-m the colo red serva nt . Robe r t Holloway. who
\\a' wit h him rhc rrst or hi.. life. Dod ginl.! :\ pMI\(' hand;;. and ea ting:
hutTalo mea t from a nimal, the ~ killed them -..h t':-- , rhi- group mad,'
it to Fort h Leavenw or th on their last ounce o[ t·l\t'rh~ ' T he fort '",
sun-ron put ItWill all to bed. and ordered tha t tht'~ ht, awaken. 'lI
e't'r\ half-hour, \\ .lIkn l ahout for fin' minuh'!', allli thell kd he..d
te'l . [ \Tn with thi~ hl'id inteTTuplion ror n '!'t and repknishm('III,
Blirm ide rearhed \ \' ,,!'hing:ton t hirt~-Hnt' da~:-- aflt'f ka"ing Texa~.

IW,Irh ,I mo nt h a ht'ad Hf the ri\ 'a l mt-s.,ellg:t'r and h i ~ "M"Ort. TIlt'
[ilt t t'hat B\l rnsi lk' ~ man , (: olon d Graham. \ \.lS la tlT ft'l ieH'd from
dllt \ with tl11' Boundal'\ COll\mis~iun <!et rafl.' noth ing frum til("
Mhin (, lll l't1I of BUnl!'i{!t-:;; ridt', \\ ha tl'\ t't" it ma' t'\'idt'nn ' of hi" ~ ki ll

in ad\"can.
.\ ftn hi." ITt Ul' tl rrom T exas, BUl llside ITt"ein 'd Iwrm is., ioll frolll

Ih ,' ' UITtan' (If \\'a r to ~t a, in \\'a.~h i n gt(>n to work 011 mod els of a
bn 't d l-l" adl ·Il .C: fin 'arm \\ hil:h he had d~~ igrH'd . \ \ hilt' [h i" wurk wa ~
prllcH';;,ing, HUf1l sid,' I('t't'in'd his promoti on l<J liI,,1 lit'u tcllant and
a fllrlcl\l,dl holtlt, to Ind ia na .

In th t'!H' ighl)( lrin,1: tow n of H amilton. O hio, our prota~on i st , \\ho
wa- t1l('n nea rl~ :!R, Imt his heart to a Iwwitr hilll: K t'n t lK k~ helle.
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H e propo.',a! W'll' Mf(' pwd, ami ; 1 m'lIriag- e license obtained. .\ t 1111'
church ceremony 011 t h e- appointed da~. however, the }uung- lad v
answered the crucial q lH-:-t i" lI with a ringing- " :\0 l", and 110 011("

cou ld pers-uade her to t hal11;I' her min d. \ \"e s-an onlv ima gine Ihl '
cone emanon of the d i~l ppoill t nl bridegroom: Poore ,;dd!' Ihal " d uo
am azement of yout h in it- first dd l'at in love deadened th e smart uf
the rebutl," whau-vr-r t hat ma ~ m-an ! There is a footnote to th il'
sa d ta le : Some ~e,trs la ter , the <arm- you ng lady acc epted the pn ...
posal of an Ohio law vr-r . T hat .I.wnt leman took ~tet'l' to ~uanl

a~a in,,,, her vncillauon h~ l'hllwin.1; her his revolver 0 11 their wa y 10
be marri ed. and by te lling her l'1H' wou ld return hi!' bride or a COfJN·.

She n'ponl"(l1 ~ made thr ];1\\ ~ n a ch-voted wife.

In xtar-h . l W12, H IJ I'Il ~ i d (' wa :- l'I'l1t on specia l orders to rejoin hi
t'olllpany \\ hi.h nu-an whill' had rr-turm-d to Fort Ada ms . 1B."l :! W;Il'
all impo rtant ~ ei\ r in BllI'lll'i,k':- lifr-. On his return to Ncwpon . lit"
rerm-nn-d many friend-hip- in Rhode bland. hot h new am! n'm'\H 'd,
pa rt ic lllarl~ with the kad('f~ of l'1· \tT;l! vol un teer mil itia association-.
Amon g- thrse men wa :- William Sp l'a~UI'. later to be th e " BCJ~ (; 0 \ .
emor" of the war peri od .

:\1a ba ll g-iH" n h~ Spra l;m:\ \Iarim' ;\rtillny Corp~ in Pro \ id "IItI',
Burn"idt, had nlt'l \l ar ~ Rif hm om! Bi:-hop, who occame \l r", KllfIl
:-id t' un ,\ pril ?i, 18:12. Th" I1t 'wl ~ - \\( 'd~ ' fifl't quartl'n; Wt're ,II Fort
,\ da l1l:-. H i:- friendl' mUl't han' Ilotilnl a change in hi~ dt'llw,U\Of.
for !'onft ' rl'porll' :-he ('xt'rtn! a MIlita ry in flw.'n,e in Ion illl:: dowII

hil' n,uhn'IIlCl· and in rl'form ill.i; hil' ca mp habits,

[)lI r i ll~ th t, l'priut:" ,lilt! l'lIl11 lllt'r o( 1852. Kum :-idt: HlIltill ll...1 hi,
;u t in: im "Il·:-t in;1II imprll\, 't! rin" (or Ihe c\ rmy. H i!' pn'occupal ion
wit h Ihil' work-and \ n~ p,,~~ i hly hi~ wife ':- \\ i ~h ("!' . a lthoul;h tha i i.~

olll ~ l'jx'('ulatio n-hT"lu.:hl BlIflll'idt, to rt'"i~'T1 hi ~ COnlllli l'~ i oli 0 11

:\O\"lllhl'l I. 18S2. H I' ~nt ln l in Bril'wl . and thn,', with l apit;tI
pro\ idn l h~ friend", Ill' 1·"ta hli"llI'd Ilw Br i:-to l Ri lll' "'liTh fo r till'
1Tl ;lIlU{;utlt1T of h i~ hn'('I'h ·lll;tdn, rht' fador~ wa :- wt'lIn]11ippnl.
and wa~ appn l\nl h~ a h(,ard I,f "lIin'r:- \\ Iw illl'I)(,("{t'd il fllr tht'
, \ n ll~ . Bllrmi(k lll.tlIa ,l;t'd til b ,t,p lip h i ~ intt 'I"('l't in othn 11lilit;n~

ll1;lttnl', a lld 10 lTla int'lln hi:- ("( JIl lan " wilh hi" \ ol llntl'l'j" llIilit i;t
fri"llIb. In I l:FlIi, ht: \' ;l.~ ' l Illnnhn o( tht' Board o( Vi:-itur:- \dlifh
mad, ' till' .ultllla l in:-pt'f1i" n of \ , ' t':-I !'o im , He a l."( ) S('f\"('d (or a ~t'M

( IIG :I-.'il ; ) al' lila jor I;t'l1 l'1a l in n,mmand t,f al l tht' militia IIl1 it ~ ill

I'.
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tbr- Sta te. Hi s n-:- i.l;t1alioll follow ed a dis pute O\('f thr cou veni nc of
a court mart ial to I n t he commande r of a Prm ·id t'nn ' forJ'l' for re
fU~<I 1 11J nlx'y order- ~ I't:"ardint: an a~"ignt'd pl.«e ill ,I Fourt h of J lI l ~

p.uade.
III H(l/, Burn..ide W,Il' nonunau-d a- Iht' Ikmllu a lil- candidate

(or ( A. l llgrt"l'.~ from th e Lacu-rn Oi:-trin IIf Rh ode leland. Hurn :-idc'l'
bu-inee, preveuu-d his farrying- O il a \-igllflllll' campaieu . and he sub
mitted hi-, r-a sr- til t he Iwor k in a let ter. wilh ollt :-Iumpi nl::" the dis
met . \ ,"hen thr \'O\(' wa.~ oumu-d . Burn-ide h'ld ber-n roundlv de
f",!tn ! h~ his oppOlle11l, :\a lha nit'1 B, f) m fl't'.

The particular matte», w hic h kept B lIrn~id,' fro m ani\\" politic-k 
ing- were the IOIl~-ilwaitt'd otficial trials o( prope-cd hn'l'(·h· loadnl'.
'Llu- fut ur e of Hum-ide 's venture depended on th e outromv of t hcM'
nia l-, and .u the uu twt, Ihill.t:"~ looked propit ious for h is Hristu l Iat 
ton ..\ hoa rd of ulli rer -, a t \, ' e~ 1 Point who n-su-d l't'\Tra l breech
loa; lillJ,: rifh-, cub mi ued h~ the ir inventors reported Blllmide\ mudd
101)(" I)(':-t suit ed for lll ilit; lr~ service. B llrn~ i lk\ h()p"l' "t'ft' high ;
he knew thr- W;lr Department had ,III unexpended appropriation
of ~'.o,oon. and he fd l l'un' there was ;t profita ble contract in the
oiling. To his ~urpril'(" t hl' Senetar~ nf \far IIn krl'd nnh I h l'lT

hund n'd (a rhillt-:- fr"lll Bri:-Iul . .\ fter romitlna hl,' ("'Ia~'. anolhl'l
hoard " 01:- appOi lHt'd to ("xamine tht' \'arif)lI~ nllxlcb ; again, Burn
~ide', rilll' wa:- cnd"n-nl hy the nt'W hoard a~ mo' t :-uilahlt" although
110m' of the l'('\('n !t-:-tt'd wa.... frl'" fmm ddt'fl:-, n ut a trip to \,"a:-h
ingl l ,n hlOught "'ld di"iI1\1.~ionm('"nt. Bum~ id t: indigna nt ly rdu....c'd
\, hell 01 man lold him $.lOOO do" n "lIuld 'o('fUU' the nmlrarl ( III

Ih,' Hri:-II ,I comp'1I1~ , and Ihe dea l fell t h rou~ h .

\fithou t Ih,' 1"l1lllr, Ht, tht· Bri:-tul R illt, \fOlk:- Will' im,oh' t'n!. RI'
(u:-in j,: t hl' a id of fr it'mil', Burnsid(""elll to :\t'" York. ahn a :-.~ig l1 ill t:"

to tht · {1'IlI P;lII~ ':- f n'ditor:- a ll hil' propnt ~ , indud illl; t ht, patl'lll fOI
hi~ ill\t'lil inn , In At'" YOl'k, he ~_,ld hi!' dtT:-'~ uni (orm, hi:- t'pa ll!t'u t'S,
,tlId hi~ l'\\( ll'd (or t hiTt ~ dolla r:-, and l'l'nt IIH' lllone~ ha ck 10 " rl'.
B l l rn ~ id (" in Rh" de Isb nll. I'ractirally p,'nnil,'l'.~ , ht' slaTted Wt'st I"

Illok f"r a job.
HI" ~)()n found wlIrk, throudl hi:- \ \' (':-t Point friend, (;('orgt' B.

,\ lt l:l t'lIan, tht'll \ ' in' -prt'~ idt'1l\ of tht : Illilltli" ( :t'ntra l Railroad .
Bur m idt' hn<l lllt' I',,:-hit'r in Ihl: rai!roa,r~ land olIin' in ApriL IH5H.
III ( 'hi{'a l!l'. ht, and hi... wift' , "ho had foll'l\\ nl him ",'sl, IllTupied



romrnand performed for legislators. Cabinet me mbe-rs, \\"a ;.hington
IM· jk... and on·a:-ionally Lin coln himsd f.

.-\ f('w d ;ns hdore the Rc.~nlt'nt':- rhn-c-month r-nlisrment expired.
Ih ine" ht.' l::a~1 to happen , Polit ical pn';.."uu-, and c1 am orin gs in the
pn·,." (If " O n III R ichmond I". finall y com pelled some adinll agai llsl
Conkdnatc troop." flrru p~illg thr- area around ),Ialla.'....~, some
tw rut \ miles t .u tsidc of \\'ashingtou nu the road to Rif hnumd . )'1a 1l ~

other ~cL:in1l'n ts rln-n in \\'ashi llgl llu , l i kt~ the Rhode I...landers. wuu ld
lx- l:uin ~ horne al the end of Jul~ : General Srott, the -cncwcm hno
of Mexico. had a dead line 10 I1It'('(. ,\lCordin gl~ , on J uly Hi, a la re"
fon 1' , d l':'oi gn;lt('d the "Grand ..\ rmy of the Union." and com manded
in the field In (;('twral ~ lc llt::l\\ e1 1. marched cuu ;1( ro~" the lon e
hrid Ct" over th;' Potomac R iver and into Virginia .

Coltl\wl Bum-ide wa~ a t the head of the Second Brigadt' , \\ hich
inrludcd t wu Rhude bland infantrv n'~imt'nt;. the First and Sec·
on d c--a Rhode Island art illery haner v, and two rnurc infantry reel 
nn-m s. the i b t :\('W York a nd the Znd :\ew H amp-bir e. Like other
h-ade-r- of t he ha~tily im provised un its in )' lc Do\\cll 's arm y, Burn side
had had nil t .pportunitv to maneuver hi:" brigade t0l::t,tlwr,

' Fhr ad\"lIHT was bravely begun. and was \\ iddy lu-raldrd in tlu
:\orlh: wht'n B lIrn~ ide 'l; brigade occupied Fairfax Coun HOllse
\\ ithnllt a fi,ght , mallY opt imi~ t;. pn'dincd tht ' arm ~ would lake
R irhmond with in the \\cck. T h is dream end(,d fh t~ da ~ :- laIn Oil

J uh ~! in tin : rout of the F('(h-ra l tnMlp:- ill Ihl' fir;.t Bilnk ~f

Hull RUJl, SU("f I'~'o(~ t'arh in th e da ~ 's eng:a .lienwnt "ll('n';..'>(";. III
\\hit h tht' Rh od e f"la nd r'('gimt'IIt ~, and Burnsidc's briead~', fnu cht
hr'l\d~-gaYe 1111' llew:-papt'fS cat \;.(' for re joicin ~: thl' re tn'a t th at
fnlltlhcd W ilS tlw more ~hlX k i ll ,c for hl'ing une ,pnlt'tl. ~I ore nWIl

l u~t th eir lins in thi~ ha tt ie ( t:ll illn : 481 : Confn krat e : .mi t han in
a n~ pr("\inu~ h' ltl le in th c \, 't-;.tn n }ft'misphn t', .llld a ltho ugh the
t Ol~uah ~ lI,c UIT:- >,.I'em ~mall com pal n l to Iatn I n~"t · ,,,, tlJ('~ stulIIU'd
Ih t" lllu llI n . :\ mu ng the casua1ti( ' ~ weft' Col"nl"1 ~1<1{"t11ll of tht,
:llld R h" d;' bland , who fd l 111111't:llly \\ollllded early in the day.
an ti B lJ rn ~ i tk ' ~ supnior, Ct'Ilt'raIIi Ulltn , \\ Itu \\ hell Wlll llH!l't1 pa~~fd

till' t"l' lllmand of his di\'i.~ioll tu BurllSidt"
T ht' ;tnlW fdl h;HK to "'a:-h i ll ~t tJ lI , fear ing- t lte Confnkrates wou ld

folio" up t twir \·i("{o r~, An all .;li s:: hl marr h-St ,nw of Ilw men \\('1C
on their f("(,t for thirt~-"i, hours tot:t,t hn - and HlIrtl~id t" :-. hri gade
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.1 house \\ ith the ~ I ( Ch-llan-. Tlw Hurn;.id~ lived fru~all~, a nd
Burnside a pplied tilt' ~I\-in~ he made 10 payin~ off hi:" Rh od e Isla nd
(k ht;., which \\TH' ultimately paid in full . In IBfiO, Burns ide was
promoted 10 the po;.t of t reasurer of the railroad, and he moved
[rum Chicag:o to :\t·\\ York .

Burnside IMd Ij\Td in ,;\ew YOlk a short tell mon th s ", IWII, in
..\ pr-il . IRli I, Fort Sum u-r was a ttacked. Byproclamation, ),Ir . Lincoln
t"a lln ! for T i J IOO three-month \'oluntt't'rs. The wry da y of the
Pn-sidem's proclauuuinn , ..\ pril D , Bur nside's frie nd , W illiam
Sprague, t he thirtv -vcar-old GO\"('T1wr of Rhode Island , n-leqrnphcd
him : ",\ reginu-m uf Rhod e I;.laml troop- .....iII go to \\·ashilll..>to ll
thi " week . How StKlIl (',111 ~Oll rome on and talc command!" Burn
silk as an old soldier he was the-n nea rly thirty-seven ] had made
preparation- In Iea\ e if he w err- called . He sent a t ..... t ..word answer
10 the Oovcmor's d ispat ch . sa~- i ng: : •• ,\t once I". turned his hooks over
10 his a~"ista n l, and took the night tr ain for Providence. The follow i ll~

da ~ he was commissioned a<. Colonel (If the First Reg:inw nt of R hod e
Island Deu« hed ),1ilaia . and .ee-uttu-d com ma nd .

"llu.. First Rhode l-land Rccimcm was swiflly ami (' lI l h usia~ti("a ll~

or ganizr-d under hi~ leadership . ),Illl e nu-n volunteered than could
lx- ucrcptcd: on .\ pr i! IX, a light a rti lkry ban crv of six. p i {' Ct, ~ , full ~

1'quippnl, kft I' w \ 'idelH"t' ; on ..\ pr il :!O, the first detar hlllt' llt of Ihl'
rq.:inu 'IH, Ii\(, hund red ~Irong , \\ith fort~.four ofTif(' r~ , and \\i th
Con-fIlor Sprague a nd hi~ sla fT. Id l for \\"ash im;to ll ; on ..\ pril :?-I-,
Illl' ~en llld del.uhnwllt , t'qually ~tr() ng:, "ith Lit'lItt'n 'lnt ( :01011(,1

Pitmall in t h' lrJ,;t', fo!lm\ ed . T he reginwnt a rri \·cd in \\" it~h in C1nn

nn .\ pril :l6, thl' fir~t \"(l lu nt ('('f tr oop:-. fully t"<J.uippt'd and pn ..
\-jsionrd, to n ',H-h th,' ,·apit a l. Thi:- la;.t rlaim d()(~ nnt ignOT (' Ihe
prior a rri \-al of t\\tJ :\1'\\ York aud {\"o ),Lt~",a chllSt:tt s n'gim,'!U":
Ihl'St: (.thers mmt ha\e Id t uniforms or food behind , hO\\('\('f, fllr
ho lh POUTe and the f('g:inwll1 's chapla in" make th is d"illlio pr ior ity.

For 1\\0 wITl:<. tlll' Fir sl Rh ode Island ram p,.'d ill t!"l n pur. ~ q Uilr
tns in Ihe Pa tt'nl O lfin ', sharing ,"pal'e wit h the gla~:- di."pLt~ \ a~('s

of pa h' nt motle);.. Tht, Rq ,,:: illH'llt thell built a ca mp oUbide the city,
whert' tht'ir ~ llll~I't pa rade ht,t·aml : Oil(: of tltt ' ~ights (If \, ' a ~h i n !.:: t ll n ,

BUfIlside's tr a ining \\ ith Brag,g\ Bilttl'r~ had taught him IIllll'h anuuI
th(' proper Ullld urt lIf militar ~ (('rl'mlJn~ , and for a lin w Iw a nd his

" ;\ ullm HJ' "'ood"ur~ , ,\laio , Gr ~ . ,~ lIIb '", r f ; . Ru , ~ .jdr a~d tlu S in/ II . I'm)·
f.," pJ ( Pro , id ,.nn ' , 18i;, )
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wa l< hack in its \\'a~h inglon (';I mp~ on J uly 22. Burnside off ered th e
SCT\'jn'S of h is re~imell t to the Pr esident for as long .1S \\'a~h in gtnn

was in dan ger . It was :-ClOIl clear. however, that th e Co nfcdcru ro
\\(' re no t goi n,l.:' 10 ;ltl;uk \\'a~h i ll l."OIl . a nd a ll t he three-month f('gi
mcnts \u'n' ordcn-d luune-.

The FiN Rhot!e lslnud Idt \\'a~h i lllzton 0 11 J uly 25. and .trri\t'd
in l'ro \·id t'llu · on Sunday Illuming, J uly :!8, ju-t a week after the
banle. •\d(h·t~'C ... of \q ,k onw a nd conutatularion were tendered, the
Gt'neral .\ 1'\.'C·m hly \"flted it" thanks. and in Se pt em be r ] Bn m ll
Cllin'r!>i t~ rcnferrrd an honorary :\ Iasler of .·\rt~ degree on Coloml
Burn-ide. For JlMUy me-n in the Fir-t R hod e hla nd '- the m usn-ring
out (TremOII\ . UII . \ U l{ lI ~ 1 2, wa~ not an end to t heir militarv -ervirc.
:'\0 k-ss thantw o hm;du'd and twenty privates in t he regiment later
served a." com mi»..inned olTin'r~ of all grades: twelve ot hers \u·rt.'
('ommi!'.,intwd in the :'\a\y . Fi\'C (lln,er!': who later se-rved on Burn
~idt"!, staff were Fir~t R hod e Isla nd privates-c- Lewi, Rich mond ,
R . H . I. C;nd da rd . DIlIU';lII Pdl. w, H . Frenc h. a nd J. ),,1. C uu-.

Bur nside' \\ ;l~ o.nuni»..ioncd a." a hrtgadier-uenernl of Un ited Sla h '"
\ '(lltlllln'r~ under dan- of . \ UI.':U ~t 6, 1RfiI, bv Pre-idem Lincoln . Ill,
~'f\ t'd hridly in \\.;bhi ng ton , ;l~ r ornrnander of a provision a l h ri l{ad l".
Irai ni n((" rhc IIt·\\ t h rt'e-~e'ar vulumeer regim ents, a~ they rt·po rt t'd .
li t' \\<I!' t hl'lI ordned III "rl{a nilc all expt."dilio n 10 o('(" u p~ Ct,rt;l in
a n.·a,.; Oil tht' nM~1 of :'\ort h Ca roli nil. lie ~t up hcadquartt'rs in
:'\ t'" '!:'" d ., a nd ~1 ..rtl'( l 11ll' Ilt-Ia iled \\ork of c harterin~ ship.-;, ami
pun'ha~illg t'q uiplllnH and prO\'i ~i ()n !' . In j an lla~' , 1862, :-l IllW
1\\I' h t, t holl~alll i t rollp~ '\I'lIt aboa rd Ol mOlley ('ollen ioll of f.. r1 y -~ i ,

Iran~ptl rl s.

T h is imprm'i"'d fit-I" IIf fOlllltT ftTry hoOlls. rana l boats, a nd sid,'
\\ ht'l'In~ , wit h a ~ h"a l-d r;\ h !l,l\'a I n Ul)" t flot illa of tW('Ilty sm a ll n'sst'l~,

~ lIrt t'.,..flllly na,igatt'd ( : IH' ~ ,ll't ' akt' Ha ~' from :\Iln<lpoli~ to F"rt IT~~

.\111lll"tll', a rid ,,;,'ninl fn' III Ila lllp ltln R' lad~ on j a lT ua r y I ~ ill firl t"
\\I'al llt' r. BlIrtl ~ ide ' was ,1! "I<lrd t ht" ,gunhoa l Pirkrl , rtl lll ll1 '\IHkd hy
Th01n; \ ~ I' , ht·~ " f 1', ,,, ·id t·lll t', T he \lTY nt"t da y a bllwl illg willln
gall' ._t n a k Ihl' Ilot illa , ant! \\a~ fo llowed hy a ~ni t'~ of ," IO ll ll~ <t "d
ar(,olllpal1~ing hi,gll ~,·;t~ " hi, !l l a ~ t t' d for nt'arl ~ IWO \\l· t'b, It \', I~

1101 Ullli l J a n tl ;u' ~ ~ :·I th a t ;lll th ,. ~hi ps \\tTl' imide H aHn as Ink! in
tht' mult' ~ hdlt·lt'd \\"l tT~ of l' ;lI1 d irt l So und, F in~ shi p~ had 1" "'11

[
I

grounde d a nd lost. ami :-t·\"tTal 111('11 drowned. hUI the expedition of
-orn r- -ix tv-five \ 'e~'C'ls mir;lt'u llll\~ly surv-ived. \'i llllall ~ intact .

Huru side's, n pc'ditionary font' lauded 0 11 Roanoke' 1..land. Xorth
Ca ro lina. on Fehruar ~ ;1. Fin ' fol't~ Oil the island wen- captured an ti
tw entv-five hu nd red pri~lIln~ taken ' I'ht')o.(.· 1tI 1'Jl \\I"I'l' la ter c"
rhangcd : among the U nion pr i-om-rs Idt';I~'d \\a~ Bur nside's Iair h
ful Robe rt who had Ialk-n into t'tll'm y ha nd s at Bull RUII. The Bauk
of Roa noke was Iolluw ed hy t he occ upa tion of mhcr Xonh Caroli na
t U\\ll~. Edent on, Plymouth. and Elizabeth C:it~ . There was re joicing
in the Xonh : Rhod e l -land's Gt'!ll'ril l A!'.'C.'m hly voted that a sword
ht' p resented to GCllnal Bur n-ide in Iht, name of the -tatc, and Xlr .
Linco ln !'i.gnt·d Burnside's pn.nnaion 10 Major C;('neral. which \\;t~

confirmed bv Ihe Senate- 0 11 )"la rch 16. IRIi:?
In )"la H h . Burnside'; command sto rmed 1111' fortified ('it~ of :'\t'\\

Bern 011 the mainland: in .vpri l, Fort )"Iac on surrendered afte-r a
hcavj pounding Irom l'nion .I.': utb. Furt her advance- wcrr- curtailed.
and Burnside's hope of c' <l pt llf i n~ thr fily of \\" ilm ingto n \\;\:
dl\\ a rted. bccau-c he- o ld Iricnd . :\ h Clellan. on the' Peninsula bcfnre
R ich mond , thoucht BlIrn~ick\ troop~ mieht he' needed a:- reinforce
nu-nts tlu-rc.

In early .-\u.I.':U~t, aftn \\('t'k~ of rt'!;lIh t, in;u lion. Burn~ide ami
t\HJ di\'isions t'mharked fur \' irl{ in ia . On IMlil rd ship. Burnside re
('t'i\(,t! word Iha t ),,[( C ldla n ha d OtTllpit'd Ridnnond , a m i he theft·
fon' n ·lurm..d \\i lh his tmops 10 :'\ew Bn tl. T(MI la le fa me the tnll"
iI\Tou nl of .\ lc Clel lan·s disa~lrol\... Snt'll ()ay~ , a nd \\ord of Ihe pre
ra riou!' po~il ion of )"lf C II·lla n ':- ;Irmy Oil H a rr i:-l lll's I.a n tl in~ on th t'
j a nlt's R i\Tf. Hll fll Sid c ~ im!llt'diitlt'ly prol"tTd t,c1 to For l re~'" :\ Iollfo(',
\\ he re Iw ronfn red wi th Lint 'o ln ror tht' ~l'nllld lime t ha i ~ll lll nH'r ,

In J Ulle. Burnside had \ 'isi(('d " 'a sh illgtu ll and ('onfITred t ht' rc' wi th
Linl"tJln. a nd had al",) made a rapid trip llJ Ih t: pt'n insula ttl StT

.\ lr (: ll'lIa n. Tha t was pr ior ttl the S('\('ll () <I ~ ~ : thi~ time, in ,,\ u.~ L1~ t.

~ t a JllO Jl a nd I. inn lln offer l"d nlll"l1 ~ id t' tIlt' t"ortltll;lIId of tht' A m l\ lIf
Ihl' " o lOma.. H e' pt'f('IllIHlIrily tit-di lled, hUI tht' o ffel' wou ld later
hI' rc 'n f\\Td IIIHlt-r t' irn l lll~ t; trl( '·~ whir h \\ lIldd ma ke il iJll po~..ihlt
fllr h im 10 rdll~t' .

B1JfIl~i (lt· · ~ troop... Wt'!"I' Ira ll.-krrt 'd I' l Fr\'(krifhlmr~ . Virg-in ia ,
<lml \\eft· rt'orga nil.ed. with ,Ill ,ldd l'd d i\ isi"n. a ~ the l\' int h .-\ rmy
Corp'" Thl' Cllrp~ bt.'t',urw pa lt of C t'Ilt'l ;\1 POpl" ~ "Arm~ of V ir-
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.C;lIl ia ," \\ hi, h includr-d a ll Federal t roop" then in Virgin ia north of
:\I ( Cl ella n.

.\It-a rl\\ hih-. \I ( ( :It- lla ll', a rmy. "lo\d~ an d pa in!ullv rt'turninJ.:
from ttl!' han kc of l i lt' J anll''' Ix,lo" Richmond. was "ti ll ' he ··.\rnl\
of th e l'o l o lll ;II': ' Thi.. o.n fu ..ion of nantes is a min or cit- tail com
pa red 10 IllI' !-niOll." ronfu..ion the-n t-xi..ting in the chain (If rommand.
( ;.·IU'ral Iblln k. know n a" " 0 11.1 Bra in..: ' the "General-in-Chief"
wi th he.uiquartcrs in \\"a..hinglO ll. had be come Ie:;.." a nd It"!<." a Ihid
of :-tafT and mort' and m ore a mere tec hnical advise r to the Pre..idem.
He \'01:- ulMhl" t i l ..tr •• ighu-n our conflicts and jealousie.. lx-tween
:\l f Cld l:lJl. \\ ho wanted ..uprclllr authori ty for him-ell. and 1'0 1')1' ,
\\ ho wa:- in ..njl'Ul- ru-ed f,f rcinforcrmr-ms. Lincoln him......·lf l-aid
Ha ller k had 1)( '0101(' liult, more than a first- rate clerk. W hile thr
Xim h Corp- W;\l- fil:: htill .l:: under Pope's command, Burn-ide '-C'

maim-d in IIw Frc"f.ll'rid.l-hurg nreu. doing pa rt of H alleck", joh.
t'xpt'ditill~ sorclv-m-cdcd n-infurremems flf some forty rl'e-Ullellb.
plus .lTtilk ry and (";"alry .

Oil ;\ ugUl-t 30. howr-ver, I'opc ' ~ army wal- defeated by 1.1'(' ;11 the
S('u ,ml Boule of Hull R UIl. :'\0 widesprea d rout followed. w hcn
Pope's a rmy ret ired . hu t t hen- was fear acai n for the ~Ifl' t~ of \\'a l-h
in.c-trlll . ,\ da mllr ;ITOH' for Ihe I'n'l- iden t 10 rD-tore ~l<-C ldbn 10
COllllll.l lld of a ll th e tTOllpS. Lim-uJn ;already knew c'lloue-h IIf ),Ic
Crd l,ln 's !w!1chant for illM tion , his tlllll"hy pt'fS(ma lity, his timidit y,
a m i hi l- infl'fl ion wit h \~ hat Lincoln ca lled "the l-Iows," to he un
\\ illing to IMIllI' him . 0111'1' agai n, Burm ide was ill\,ili 'tl III la kl'
rtlllllnantl- t lw only ,L: l" lln a l llwn a \ ai lahk \\it h indepc'IHklH Ulln
Illa nd I"Xpn i("l \lT a nd w ilh if !l'Ionl of ,-iollry, Ont e aga in , Hulll .... idt·
dnlitlnl : III" h;HI .c: ra \ e d l' lllltl- I,f h is IIW11 ra pa hi liti"l-ltl k ad a Iar L:!"
fOftT ill t ht· lidd . amI IlllHh prd n red to l-I'e ),IfCldlan haH Iht·
jllh. I. illcol ll had 11" a)t n tl,ll iH : ),! r Cldla n it wa l-. his j"b l-ilHd
lIlI((' m"ll' h~ Iht' td Ult,ltlll' o f hi l- o ld u llll rad t:.

.\n d .\ h l:k lla ll it \\a l- \ \ 1111 It'd th e anl1 ~ ;!e-ai llsl Lef: in a ll a llt"tu pt
IO l- t<J P lh e ClIllkt!n;tlc ill\' a l- illl1of \\ t:l-IITll .\ lar~la ll d in lh e Lill IIf
I B(;~ ..\ 11 t'n g-a L: fnU 'lll 011 So uth ),Jollnta ill. a nd a r a tad yl- lIli(" !l;\IIk
lIll ~q )\ t' tIl l l(" r 17, ) fll;2, Iwa r Sha TJ)l-hurg-- l he Ba tt le of :\ tllit'Lllll
\\(Tt: L' n irlll ,i rtorif·.... hll t tIll' ca m paign \\ as an ot her ),kCk lla n
f;tilrm', .\ IIhouL:h LtT h;td hlTIl driwll Ollt o f ),I a n la nd , \ Il ( :It- lla ll.

I

ag:alll a tilicted wi th " thl' ..lows." Iaih-d to follow up his opportuni ty
to dt'stro~ !..l 'I'\ a r lll~ .

Burn-ide', lroo ps bore the brunt of rhc fit.: ht inc- a t SOUlh Xloun
la in , .\ nd on the ha uldield ncar Sharp-bunr then' i- a stone bridcc
anti'... Antietam Crt'('k referred to <IS t t\(' Hum-ide Hridee in "(lml' o f
t he hil-lOr~ hook" hi'c,IIN' of the hard fit.:htine- done there t hat SI'P
u-mber dav h~ Burnside's \\ in~ of t he arm~ .

\I ((:lcll a n \ r rmtiuued inaction wastrd -cvcral of rbc few rem ai n
inl:: \'n'h of good fall campaigning wea ther. .\ .. the army moved
.... IO\d\ -ourh ill late O ctober. Lincoln rarne at la-t to the inevitabh
decision : ),! tCld liln mu ..1 go. The order \\;a'" datrd Xovembc r :' .
lRtI~ , ' J-h is rinu-, the Pr esiden t took pn-c.uuion- againl-t General
Bum ...id('·s rdu~l1. Brir udier ( ;t'I\(,l'a l Burkinc ham a man of con
-iderable ran k to hi· a rourin - k ft \\"ill-h ille- to ll with the orders, and
\\t'm III Burnside's headqua rters. H (· arrived late on the e\Tniul:: of
~()\ ember 7, in a hlindinu l-1I0\\storm. and immediatr-lv had a private
runferenc I' \\ it h Burnside. '-\ l- soon al- he WM told. Burnside declined.
hilt in accurdaru-c with his in-r ructjon.... . Buck inzhnm pre'.....-d hi m.
...;1' in 1': that ),l cC lcl la n W;Jl- to be relieved in ,lit, event. and that if
Burn ... ide did nOI a rcr-pt, rhe com m a nd would l::0 10 ( ;cncral H ooke r.
.\ ftn . flnl-ultin .l:: wit h hil- l- ta lf. a nd ( \\ e Illay SU ppOH' hil- own
n lll",u·IJ(l'. Bur n..idt· a);::rt'Cd rl'iUl t,mtl~, an d the two oITln_T" ~I out
.It 01l< e for ),l rC k lla n ',... he;ldqu aTltTl- t\H'nt~ mill' s a way. ,\t the
('nd ,- ,f t hei r jouTlwy tht'y found " Lillk )'bc " who took t ht' 1lt"H

I-almh. ~I~ ill~ th a t of rou r!!ot' BUnll- i(k, ;I.. Ok soldier, mu st ohi·~. and
tha t hI". a.... a sold itT, musl likr wiM' nlwy , BIKkin.gham \ . mi"ion wal
nllllpkte. <I nti Linn.ln',... onlt'rl- anolllplistwd: Bur nl-ide a"'lIml"d
(-oIl1ll1and Oil~ll\TmbtT H. a llil ),l rCklia ll \\01.. t hrou~h. nl' \'t'r a l::a in
to h;j\t· a ll a,..ignllwllt 10 dllt~.

It " <ll- a tre tn('"llt!olll- f('''!)('llsihilit y to lakl' fu ll r na r.e-!" o f th e ;\ rll1 ~

(If t hl" Putomac with ~()IlW two hun dred and tifl ~ lhou sa nd m en .
a n alln~ \\hi r h t Ilt' J' rn :irlt'tlt , th t' gll\t'1'11 I11 t'nt ;ltld ind lTd ('"\n~ h( )d ~

in lht' :'\orth t'xpl'rtl'(l to an'oll1pli l-h gn' a l Ih i llg~ . Burnside',... own
feal' (,f hil- ca pa hi litit·.... t'X pn·.......(·d ill Irtl n l- 10 { Io~(' fr iend s as wt'll
a~ in hi l- re pea ted rt'!lll'tat1 ('('lo lake· l'o11Jl11i1 nd, \ '('"1(: no t noticeable .
IHl\\ l '\ fl' . H I' an d h is sta ll ptr llllptly pn'IMH'd a]}d su hmit ted a plan
of opna lion, wh il'h " OIl- a n llnp k te r ha ngT frolll tht· plan in progTe"...
\\ hell he too k O y t'!'. Jn SUhS\;IIHT. he p rf)p"~l"(1 tn fla nk 1.('('" b y ma n 'h·



the m ain -uvngt h o f I.("e\ a rmy was there wa ilill.!!;. a t least liIlJI(J()
mfam r vm cn , o n a six- mile fro m . six men to th e yard. The most
dilli ruh a nd cos tly fight ing too k place a t the foot of ~larye's H t' i ghl~ ,

\\ here Longstn-ets cur ps wa ited, four ran ks deep. in a sunken road
behind it four-font i-toru- wall. Br uce C a tto n ~a~s t heir plJsit il 'n \lilS

"as invulnerable a trcm-h a.• the rehels cou ld hal t' found in t he \ 1 hok
sta te of Virginia.':" And on the pla in iu fron t o f th is wall . after the
hluc-t-nan'd lines of ill fant r~ had ('h a rged aga in and again and stil l
ag-ai ll, tlu- assauh utterly Failed . and m ore tha n !IIlO dead, h om n" les~

tha n nine brigades, I\I'IT so miln y th at the ar mies dec lnn-d a tr uce
fort y-eight ho urs lat er to hur v them.

Burnsidr- wa :- d issuaded h~ his -uhordinan-, fro m n 'm'wln l!; t ill'
.e-sauh . ami the a rmy withdrTw 10 the north hank of rhr river o n the
n i,c;h l o f 1)('{ (' lIIher L-l. The Sevcruh Rhode b land Infa nt ry, C ullllld
Zcnus R. Blis~ n'm m;lIld ing. was a mong- tlu- a rruv's rear .glla n l. b q
to lea ve the sout h hank of th e Ra p pahannock . T he' dark and ru ined
t- it ~ of Fn '(it'r ifbhur g \\-a, a ro ug h spo l to he th at niulu of de'fl'at,
and t lu- hriln'l" ~ o f Colo nt'/ Hli .....~ wa s o u!Sta lld inc;. He la ter was
a wa rded thr- ( :o ngn'.';siolla l Xlcdnl of Ho no r.

BlIl"l1 ;o. il!l-. ill h i., report to " O ld Brai ns" H alle ck in W ash ille: l lIn .
man full y sh,," llit' rnl 1111' n-s.ponxibilitv whi rh wa s his :

"For tilt" fa ilul( ' in til<" attac k. I am n-sponvihh-. a, til!' '· .... tn-uu
uallantrv , <'lI11l;lg". an d endurance show n hy ( ti lt" armv] II a, IW\TI
"XCT' -dcd. and II ould han' e; tr r ic·d III\' (lo inh had it he"'ll p' ,,~ihk ..

I)isa~t roll s a s th e: ddeal had ln-cu, it did not I k~ t roy the .umv ,
hut it di d dJ('("tl\d ~ ' hn-ak d, '\\n t he rr-larionship-, Iwt\\eTII BUIII, ide
and h is ~lL b"rd ll1 a lt',. '1'\\ 0 h rig"adit"rs \\I'nt to \\'a ;o.h ingto n j \l ~l Iw
ffJ rc XCII' Year' ~ and lint' taknl 10 sec Ihe Presiden t by the ir (:0 11

,e; r e;o.~m an. In dJcft . they >:a id tha t Ihe a rmy had no co nfid e'un' in
BlIl"Il ~ i dt '. I. inco ln sllm lllllll ,'d Burnside to t he \\'hih' H o use t>, 1t'1I

~i hly tf' talk ' f\'lT Burnside';o. plan fur a furtileT t!l·in ' alToss thl' l i\ t'r .
a pl .ltI with \\ hii'll tHJiH' of Burn sid c's gt'n ('l"a l.~ agn '('d . ."ihollh ,h e'IT
a fte r. Bllrn;o.idt' t t'ndcn'd hi~ r t".~ ig ll atitJn . I n ~tead o f an a r ccp t,ltlU',
hm\t· \TI. a It"r l ~ <"alll t· fro m H a lleck appr()\"ill!!; a uuliH'r Blll'm idt,
o ptTa tioll pla n . wilh a no tl' f rurn Lilln,l n ;o. a\'i ng he n ,uld , 1'(' no
p rofit ill d wn ging tIl(" (Ollllll ;IIHI al t ha t limt'o

to ll r " " C"l1on, G lory Hood r;...· " w YOlk, 1!J52 1 [C" IJ} ri~ h l 1'1'12 b, I:I ll a ,- (:,' 1'
lUll. n 'lJri" h'<J II) Iwrn,i" ioll of Do " hl ,·<Ja ' · :-;, C Olllp a m , I ll C,]
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ing the: army rapidl y to Falmouth (on the North bank lIf the Rappa 
hnnnork R iver opposite Fredericksburg }, to cross rlu- river o n pon 
toon bridges a nd rhr-n pror crd 10 Richmond , Halleck telegraphed
on :\'m Tmlwr 1·1, I Bli:!: " T he President has just asscu u-d to your
plan ; he: thinks tha t it will sucn't'd if yo u m O\T rapidl y ; ot llt' rw i~r:

not.' Prophetic \\l'nb, and Humsidr- proceeded to art UP(/Il thr-m.
In two da ys and a hall. startin g th e: \T ry next mornin g. the a rm v
marched fort y miles to t he hanks of the Rappahannock. Lee' had
been fla nked . a nd out-gen eraled.

,\ 1It1 then the ho rst'shoe nail was lo-t : exce pt ill rhis ius tum-r- it
1\;I S th e :l()th Xew Yo rk Eng im't'I's with the pontoons needed to make
the all-important hridgn a cross th e river. ..\ serie~ of blunders. m is
understood order s. a nd the fog of war d ela yed their arrival opposite
Fr rdcric-kshurg unt il ;'\O\T!ll l-wr ~'I -~;\ ~nTI1 precious da~s durin g
whic-h the main bod y of Li-e's a rmy had t im e to O(TlJ PY t lu- hei ghts
o f Frcdcrirksburu. with t hr- rema inder ma n hinp hard to r-a n-h lip.
Burnside d id not dare put a ny of his troops ;ItTOSS th e rivcr without
the hridge~ for rear they \\ IJlllt! be trapped by ri ~in g waters a t t ht
lords. The whole .~t ril t egit· situation 111Il~ shi fted a gains l Burnside
a nd the .\ n n y o f the Potom a c with lit e la te arrival o f the pontoo n
train.

BUrIlsidt' runsirh-n-d brir-Ilv a move further so uth 0 11 the' river.
with tht, ma in thrust ("J"o,,"in g a t a point fourteen m iles below Fred ,
ericbburg , bu t the pla n was rejected . In.ste at!. the bo ld and d is
.otruus de cision wa s made to (TOSS at Frt'dt·ri,kshurg". nuht into the
center o f Lee's army. the pla n ' where Hurnsidc hoped Let' wou ld
k-a-t ex pect the mai n a t tac-k. Divc-rsionar-v atta cks were III be mad t,
north iw d ,ollth o f the ma in crossing. bu t LCT wa s not d('(ci\ ed .
On I k (Tln lJl'r 9 . the pOlltoon brid ge>: \\ tTI' sta rt l'd under h('a\ ~ fire
frolll COllfcdera h ' sha r p, hoo ters; a gain a nd aga in. th e eTl\~inens

wert' d ri \t' ll frolll their \\ lIrk. Un ion an illtTy shelled the' town of
Frede ri(-blm rg itH'lf a tt em pt ing to prot ect the c' Il,c;iuctTs ; 1Ilt irnatel ~

th re e: ITc; inH" nt ~ of inf antry had to be f(Trit'd O\'t'r in boats tll drin '
on th e reb els a nd se:("\ l re the town. On th e 11th. tIll' bridge>: \ \tTl'

ready and t he ma in bod y of th e a rm \ crossed O\Tr to th e: sou th side
o f the rin'r. Le'('\ forn' s a lrea d y occ u p ied Ih t' he ight s ha ck of l ilt'

town; inex pl ica b ly, Burn side ga\'(' h im illl ext ra da y 10 di g in. a nd
br ing lip n'i n fl,rn'lllt· llts. ' I-he a ~" a lJ lt ca tlle ;It laM on Ihe' 13th ; and

I
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TIlt" a rm y ma rched o n Ja n uary :!O. 1HIiJ, out o f ('am p 011 Fulmuut h
into a IOI'lI'u tial rainsumn. The rain fell uncca siuulv. and the .'ll
r-alh-d " ' I ut! 'larch" was ah.mdoned. 10 t he jee rs of the rt-lx-l
p i. I.;l'b ,HTf~~ the- river . Burnside the n offered to ad vance without
lilt" , I rt illn~. hut hi-, .l:l'llI" nl l~ ,\ tTl' almo-t una nimou-lv op po-ed.
And IIwlI ncarl- a m on th and a half of linT" helming re~polls; h i1i l ~

a nd '\l"l'h IIf Iru srr at ion in II.-a lin~ with Irac t ious subord ina tes ex
ploded wit h Umn~;dl" ~ dr;1l1 (If "( jr-rn-rnl O rder ~o. R:' \\ hich h~

it- n-mi, O:'a~hint'd H OIIKn a nd thn-c other eener a l-. -ubjecr to th e
I'n ·~ ido:· nt · ~ approval. a nd rr-lir-vcd five ot her offict"r~ from th eir com
m .u id-. ()nl ~ the- Pr esident , a mi not a Command ing Gl·m·ra!. had
I1w pm\l'r Itl di-mi-, ..Ilirr-rs Irom the ~n..ir-e witho ut a hearin r . hUI
afn-r a nlllkn'l1u' L incoln c hfJ~ to solvr- the crisis in another W;I ~ .

O n J an ua r ~ :!:I. 11\113. (;l"Iwral Burn-ide wa s relieved o f co m ma nd
"011 h is own requo,r ." a nd rbe .\ rm y of the Pot omac eutru- u-d 10 the
S4:l f· .. mfide-nt and amhil io ll ~ ha nds of Fighting J OI: Hooker. tho:'
same 11(j('Kn " h' nn Ullrn~io:k ha d " a nted dismissed ffilm tho:' service.

There i~ an unconfi rmed Rhode' Isla nd fam ily leqend which
should tw rq)(',lIl'tt her e. Colonel Bli<'<' of the Seven th Rh, j(k bland
' \ a ' \\a lkinl.! t hr"uJ.!h Iho:' ;trm y\ ram p a t Falmo uth Oil<' WO:'1Januar~

a fto"mu 'n W11<'11 Ill' hl'iIfd t he unmi"takahlt; sound of sing inl.! fl Jlll ing
fr' III hl ·;ldquil rll'f~ . III' lit-toured to ill\ N-t il,!.alr• .and found ( ;rnnOl!
BUnl sid c ,~t all tl i nl.! OUI in fron t of headqua rt fTs with a cha mp;u;:-nl'
bo n k in 1';lIh ha nd . Sighlin \.! HI;...s. who m ht' k!l('w . Burnside IMiln l
h im : " CIl I1H' o n in a lld han' ;1 drink . B1 i~~ ~ l'w just Iwen rd il'\'t' d !"

Ri d ll a ftn H .." kl'r look f lllllllland , Burn:-.ide te nd ere'd t hl' re'sig
na t ion o f h i~ n>tl tlTl i,,,,silln to thl~ Presitklll . but L inu lln rdu~'d ;t,
s;l\ illl.! III h im Ill' had "oll1l'r fi ~h for him to fr~ : ' Tho:' "ot her fi,sh"
tu rned ollt to hI' tht' , llllllllalld tlf thl' Deparull<'nt of the Ohio.
alt hu lIl,:h BllI'tlsid l' hopl'd III ha H th e ~int h Cnrps a~a in . TI1I' I) l'
p;tll 111nlt " f Ihl' <lh ill ind udn! Ohio . Ind ia na . Illinois, \ Iir hi i::- ;m
a nd thl" 1';I.'ll'l'n pan lO f K l ' lI t ll l k ~ , pIllS p,lI'ts of western Virgin ia a nd
l'~' n n s ~ h· ;[ ll i a . Bllfll sidl ' rail lin- rnili tan alTairs in thi ~ \ 'a<, t all 'a
fro 111 \lanh . Illfi:L IIl1til lht' fllllll\\'in ~ Dn em lw L

]) llri n.L: th is lilliI' , a prollli nt'nt anti -war DeTllu r ra t and "Coppt'r
Ill',l.!: ' ( :klllt"lll \';dblldi~h;nn , w;\s arre ~tl'lJ O il Burnsidc's or-dns
an d tried hd"l'l ' a Illilitarv f om m is.sio\l for lre<l.'llilahle ul\ l'raIKl'" in
;1 , ,1111 pai t:'ll ' fWITh . \ .a1];lIId i\.!h; lIn " as ('"m ittl"d b ~ the (1l11l111is,,;on

a nd -cnreuccd to irnprisounn-m lor thr duration of th e wa r..\ peri
tion for a wr il Cl f hal x-a-, t'o rpus \\ a~ drnicd b~ a Unit ed SI,lles
Circuit Co urt judge, bUI the-n Lincoln in tervened to com mute the
sen tence to banishment into the Confn ler 'H'y, Tho:' ca~' became
som et h ing of a cause (rl;'hrt,. a m i a mi-admin istrat ion I1cw~pa pt'f:"

took u p the (' ud~ds in defense- of frtTtlotn «f <pcech . Xot hing if not
courageous a nd con-i-acrn , Uurn~i o:k orde-red 1111(' o f them . the Chi
cago Times. sh ut down, and ~. 1Il a dr-tac hnu-nt o f O:'a,'a l r ~ anti two
com panies of infa nt ry III I·nf o f(t· rhr onh-r..Anot her pap<' r. the
~t'" York Wo rld , was hC~lIlld h i ~ It'al h. ~ I Burnside in the :-,11111'

order prohi bit ed it:-r irrulation ill hi-, departmen t . Althouuh Lincoln
had hacked h im on Vallaud iuham. he could nor do it again. The
order against the fl(·\\<.pafN·rs was revoked h y t he Pres ident , and
Hum-ide " as cautioned 111 11 III OlrrO:'l-t rivilians Ill' 0:' 11 '~ u p 11(' \\ spap<:rs
in the future withotu fir~t l lln ~u lt i llg \\·a, h illL; Il 'n .

In .-\ m::m l. Bur n-ide led -orrn- l' iJ::hlt 't' ll rhousand tm0p" OH'f the
C umberla nd .\I ounl a i ll ~ into Ea:-l Tcn ne..."!·c til 1I00T Upy K noxville.
TIJ(' force m a rche-d :!:IO mile-s in fourteen d a ~ ~, a major achievement
nver mountainous u-r rai n. Bd on ' nll rll ~ id l' wa s rd il'\ o:.J ill Dl'n 'Tlt
ber. hi~ n lln m a nd was hc-,~ i('\.!t'd in im proviSO: 'd f"rt ifi,-al iuns a t K ilO:\.
, 'ille for o \'l' r a month .

On hi~ ret urn fwm LI~I T erlllc·...."!·t'. HlIrnsitll' ha d ~" Tr;d " I'~'ks

rt·~t in Prm ·idt·lJ(·c hd ol'c ho:' IUIIH'd h is ;l(Icnt ioll to rrcruiting
dutil'~- rcnLlit; ng for hi~ " Id f" m ma llt l, lilt' :\illth C ur l' s. \ ' isil > to
f itil"s in till' n"n hl' ;I:-1 IIt'< Upil 't1 IIl<' o pl' lIiuI:: \"Tb (If I Bl j.j.. III .-\ pri !
011 Allna poli.". Burnsidl · lo"k IIn'r o:olllTllall t! o f 111l' ~inlh Corps.
" h idl includ ed o nc di\'i~;oll l o u l Ilf four I"nlird~ " f rolon' d tn HI('l:".
Tht' ca m pa ign t ha t fnl]m\t'd t hat ~pri ng a ud HlIllll lt'r-lhc la.' t
~rl'a t ea m pa i,L; n o f tht: . \ nll ~ of the l'ol olll Oll" . Il'd h~ the head of :til
Iho:' arm ies, Linltl·'Mnt (;l'rwra l C!";llIt Jl\usl ha n : hroughl 1ll.IllY
Iho ug hts of what mi ghl ha l t· bet'tI 10 BllrlL~id, · . now a ~ ll h(Jnlin :t le

ill the arlTlY 111' OIHT cOIl\III;uHk d. Bllt 1 1 lt' ~I ' th oll ,dlls do lIot appf"ar
OIL II\(' r('ronl. ;Lntl t·ll.l:a gYllwnl f,,]1(1\\ed t'l1ga~l'll\l"nt in blnnd y !'-IIC
(I'~ .,i oll as the war .l:w lllld r!"SI'1' to it.s illl'\i t,lhlc cIln rl ll ~ i n tl. The
\\" ; Idc nt c~"<, . SPllts~h-allia . ( ;"Id ILIIIH,r. ;Llld fill;llly Petnshurg:
marked thl ' hard road 10 \'it' IIlI Y \\ h it'h UUl'11:"it!,,' !< co rps tra\ 'cled
with ( ; r;\nt' " arlll ~ .

It wa~ a n olJin'r in BlLI lI ~ id, · ' ." f"rv~ . Lit'uten ant Colonel Pll'asa llt~
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o f the .),Bth l' r-nnsvlvauiu. who devised tln- famous I'l'tn~h urg m ille,
a cche-rm- \\ hirh he hoped wou ld brea k t hr- Con fl'de ra tl' line of
uenr-hes, and Ior tific.uions. Ple-asants prnpn;;n l to dig a tumu-l from
In-hind the Lnion line un der no- man's land and then to plant fused
cxpl«...ive.... under the rehd trr-nrhes. \\"it h Burn..idl";; backing. t he
..clu-nn- was approved. Hurnsidr- picked hi.. colored divi....ion to make
tln- a......au lt t hat was to follow the explosinn of the mine, ,\ month's
ha rd wor k h~ t he regi mcllt of Penn..vlvauia r-oal mi llers ended in
lat e J uly, 1Bb.),. Prnrtir-allv nt rln- lact minute, Gener a l Ylcadc
«rrh-red a changy a nd directed that l Ilt' main assault after the ex
pll);;i"n Ill" h-d b~ whitt' tmop.... , ;l derisinn whic h Grant a pproved un
\ l e:Hk' ~ recomnu-ndarion. O n J uly :lIl,l hl' fll~e was lit, and bur ned
dow 11 the five hund red and ten fen of the tunnel 10 the mag"l.illt';;
of vxplu...in'.... un der th e n-lx-l t rcnr-hes . Th e explosion. at 4:·1:1 in
thl" moruiug, hlew a hllge r- rau-r t\\ () hund n-d fen long, fifty feet
wide . and twrntv-five fen deep in t he Confedn atc lint-s. In the
a--auh that followed. Burnside's troop" filled this crn ter a nd some
uf tht-ru rarrivd to the nc..t beyond. hut afn-r sr-vr-rn l hours lIf hard
figh tin .e: and "nTH' 1o.~~I'S , the a t tac k was n-pulscd wi th heavv casual
tin . Hurnsidc's nu-n \\1'1"(' forced to n-tin- to their «wn lines .

.\ kad(' mah-vok-ntlv prq)a n ~d Ctllll'l-lll:ortial ,hM~e;; again~t

Bm m ide , hllt <;r:ll1 t di.~ap pro\Td tht'm . .-\ Coun of I lIq u i r ~ wa.
"rdtTnl. and a wa\'(~ I,f p" pllLLr (I'itiri~1Il of Bllrtl;;ide followed , li t'
\Ia" 1"l' lic·\'t'd frolll bi~ ,Olll m:Ollll,l11 .-\llgll"t 1:1, 1Hti.)" alld re tufIlt'd
to I' n ,\'id l'IHT.

Thl' (Ollrt of inquir~, pi~ kl'd b~ .\ "'adt", n:n"u ll'd BtlfIl..ide :lnd
f"ur uther o!licns fo r the fa ilure (If the a ll;\(·k. SuIN'q1Jt~ ntly, Hllrn 
,...ick part i"ans tIll,k (omfllll frt ,til t ht' nl lll'lu.~ i, III "f tht' ( : ' lTl ,e: r l's.~ iona l

J oint Comrtlittee on tilt' Conduct of thc Wa r \Ihil- h held its o \\'n
ill\e;;ti,c;ation. T he ";ll!"e of the ddeat \\a;;, Ih ey .~aid, til\' I'hang-e ill
pl:m hy \{('a lh' , an d the failure to U;;l: the "pe('ia ll~-trainl'd co lored
troop;; in alTordance Ilit h llur m ide';; plan.

l' ,'tn "h lll i! \1:0. But'llside\ lot"t engagelllt'nt: the w:lr cndl'd at
"\ ppo llla tt ,,x in .-\ pri1. I W):), before h~' \\a" ~i\l'l1 ;llIothn I·olllllla nd.
fi t' re"i.e:ned his t"C1111tl1i ...... ion \\it hin a \llTk aft~T the "u!Tl'lld cT, thm
putti ng a final period to hi;; military caren ,

III {'il 'il life Ihneaher, Burn..ide tollk a PllOll1i lWIl1 pa rt. li t" w:!;;
I' j"... i<l I'11I o f ti ll' I' nw idcllCt· Lllcotl1 ot i\ e \"ork;;, ;llId "f t\\'o m id-

we-tern rail roads, "lid lu- Iinanr-ed hi~ .\,·adellly roommate. (:011

federate H a rr y Hrth. in tilt' I1n.~IIl·<t's....ful operation of ,"-IJllW pml
mines ill Virginia. In addition, Hurn sidr -erved th ree term" ;IS a
Republican gOH'rnor of Rh ode l-land . from lBllh to IB69 , lll'
dcc'Iiuvd the nomination for a fourth term .

In IBi D, Burnside \\: t~ ill London in couuccnon with tlu- ....,lIt' nf
certuin ra ilroad bonds. \\ hen the Franco-I'ru-sian \\ ar broke 0111.

Humsidc and an assoc-iate detoured lo France. ha d several mCI·till\{..
with Count Hi-mar ck . and visiu-d the he.... iegTlI cit~ of Pa ri" under a
flag of t r-uer- on ..I'\ '('r:11 (l c ra~ i"n " .

In 11l7;), Burnsid<: was ek rt t'll United Stall'~ Sellator Innu R h"de
1 ~1a 1ll1. During hi:-. :-"'l\'in: ill \\·a..hinutnn. he \\ a~ for a tim e ch.rir
mall of th e Senate Cnmmitt cc- on Ed uca tion an d La bor, ami \1,1"

a lso on the .\l ilita I'Y .\ ffa ir.... Commiuec. In lBili, 11(' w a- a member
of the hig h t"CIUrI of impeachment whic h tried Sec rt'tary of War
Belkna p. In Wi!, he \\a:-. appointed chairman of a ~pe('ial joint
com m ission to consider reorganization and n-Iorm (If th c a r lll~.

.-\ 111011g the measure, for R hode 1"la nd \ lx-nefit \\ hich Burn sidc
hel ped ,"'po!l:-.or were appropriation hill", indudin\{ moniv-, fOI tln
improvenu-n t of the Providence R ivr-r , for a harbor of rdlle:~' a t
Block b la nd , for li,ghthou"n and fog ~igna l~ in th e Ba y, and for
iIHTc'a~l:d I]();;tal fariliti~ '". Ci li/t'n Burmidc ..ennl Rh ode b la nd
a nd h i ~ count ry \H' I1, if n"t l'llll ..pinlOu;;ly: in 1H80, h~' wa~ J('-dedn!
a" S<:nator {or a ;;l'l"Hld term 10 hegin in ISHI.

\\'hell hc wa.'" nut in \\ 'a ~h i n ,e: t " l1 , Sellator Ih u n"ide !in'l! 111

Rhod e Islan d , either in hi~ city r e ~ idelH 'l' al 31:.! Benefit St nTI, o r
a t " Edghill Farm" llear B r i ~tol.

Burmide wa~ anin~ in ;;o('ial a~ wi'l l a.'" politila l ,·ink.... ; au'ordillg
to the IT t'l 'n b , he wa" (llle of tht' il1('() rporatcor~ of ti ll' I llJpe <:]uh
in lBi ti.

In IBBI, after ..taYlllg in Wa"hin e:ton a It:w da~ .... f,ollo\\illg tIll'
adjollrnnu'nt of t ht' S<'nat~', Btlrn .... ide weill to his fal'lll in Bri..to1.
H is rcbti\ely l(Jnd~ life thne ( .\11'''' lh lrm ide had dinl Ii\(" ~C;H~

bdon:, in 1Blti, and they had had no , hi ldn'n ) wa" llcnl picd \\ ith
cauk-rai;;in ,g and lltlH"r farming projl"l 'L", F ro m time", ti llll', lw
\-i~i tl'l! I' rc )\" idel1IT "1' :\~'\\Pl'rl, :llid ,Iu rine: th a t ..llllllll l"j I I~' \lulk
ll(ca .... ional trips nn ,\lr. II n reshllJr;; ..tea m ya( ht , and \'i;;itnl Sara
toJ.::a S prin.gs \\ ith hi" ,,('nil,r rt,l ka.gut', Sella tor ' \Ilth{)[[~.
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On M cnda v, September I~, be visited Senator Ant ho n y ill P rovi
dcnrr-, and had a pleasa nt chat with hi m. It was his la~t talk with
an~folle ('XCI'pt his servants and the donor; the ne-xt morning. Scp
tr-mhrr 13. at Bristol, he suffered ,I heart attack and passed to his
reward.

.And so we rome hack to the point we started from at t he lx-giu
niu c of this paper: the corner of College and Br-ncfit Stn'c·ts. watch
ing a long: fum-ral pro. ec-ion march ,~I f)\, I~ past. 011 a hright autumn
afreruoon ill I SHI , W h ile we stand t here watc hing, conu-mplatinp
t ill' frailt~ of mall. we miuht well read an informal epitaph spo ken
by all unname-d friend, w hic h u-lls more of ;\m hnN' Bu rn "i(k tha n
all ~ of the elaborate Iurn-rnl and m emorial orations which were ("0111

p(l~l"l l h~ the n-arn on the rx-c-asion . T h i" epitaph reads as fo llow,,:

"Exu-mallv. Crncral Burnside wax a show)" and iTllpn's~i'T man,
" itb ;L ,en' ;1l de-al of 'deportment" : inu-rnallv . he ,," a~ sO ll ll' t h im~

-tilljn-tn-r , a bran' and kni.ghtly and g"IllI ,. heart , But a rc-w da\~

p l'Tl"d ing hi~ vuddr-u d, 'ath I Wil', at a vuhurb.m party a mo ng a liuh
knot of "'a~hingloli and G,'or-g,·town old fill llilil" . .\ hrig-ht lady
l: Ut " 1 or onr- of th l'~t' families, n'~idin,1:: ill l')llvid"Il( 'I'. wa' pn-e-nt,
and ,hI' talke-d \0 me vivaciously about Rhode Island's scn.norv.
hoth of "hom -lu- knr-w 'Try \\'cll at honu-. Slu- said. IlLC'JTily. that
it \\ ;1' alw a ys a m-at to nu-t-t ( ;" Il'T;d BU]"\hid" at a party : that ln
would rou«- up ill hi, eup-rb, ~(lldil'lly wa y and olfn a cordial hand
tt> Iter. saving: 'J10" do you do ? 110" do yOIl do, lILy dC'ilr rn.cd.un:'
1I0w do yOLl do :" and without anmhr-r .o.rd, go on tn th l' m-vt

an llLa illtalH'I' simila rl y. k av illg he-r " ith an illlJlrosioll nf having
had a \(TY nic(' talk with him. ' I know tlu-rc is not hin!! " ,'ighty
behind th at gra nd manner.' ~h, ' addcd : ·1 know lit' a dds juvt not h
jiLl: at all to tilt" inn-lh-r tunl wcight of th l' Scnan-: hut wbat ;1 trr-as
LIl'· III.' is. afn-r al l. Rhodc Isla nd likr-, him. and a lways will.' vr

<J Il l' should add t ha t R hod e lslnml ab'l has ca use to he proud
nf '<cn.ucr. C l'llt'l";tl, and Ci lill'n Burnside. Desp ite his fai lures
the R ille " 'orb . Frnkrirbhllrg , I'c,tt'lshurg each of which was.
ill p;lrt at kast. had luck 01' c il cu msta mt' he was a rapah"};' olJlrer
an d ,l c;ood C' O I P,~ c'uillmandc'l", t'\Tll th'lligh he Wit, neither an dIec·
lin ' ta n icia n nur a sllne,...,fu l ,t:: ener a l-uf-t hl'-a rm y, ( :o u ra g-t'o lls,
hu mhle-, wi lling 10 p IL I ,oull try and dllty ahead of h is own dl'sit'l,~,

Bu rn , id c', dlarad"1 sta nds Ollt in marked and fa\ 'orabk l"l Hil ra"t

to the .\ h ',s ianic cumph-x of .\ lcCldlan am] the sd wm ing arubirion
of H oo ker.

Br ill ia n t and scholarlv he wa s not. hut {in Liru-olu's word-, he
was a "most nu-ritm-ious and hono ra b le officer ." \\"(' have cnusidcr
ab le reason, in Ill~' o pinio n, Iur rememberin g Al11hro~l~ Bllrn~id ,· a,
a Rh od e island hero.

111 11 L 1 0" " \ I' II Y

B"ll ; P,'d ,' )· 1'00' ''-: 'rh~ Life ",,,[ / ' " /,1,, .':,.,6,.,' .' of A ", b ' '' j ~ /:', lJ''''l<id~

( Prm 'id " ltc"" 1882)
K l'll<lHh p , W illi <ll m ; l.i n,'ot.1 Find , a ( " "'I ~", I (:\ vols, ) ( i"I'W York l'q 'l ·I";21
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LlB R;\RY ;\ ( :C ESS I0 1\"S

Dl ~l-":( ; rec-ent mon th s the librurv has r ou tituu-d its ~tl'ad ~ ,e;nl\\th
and ha s lx-cn fortunate in ac qu iring tltan y important manuscripts
and early prinu-d material.

Fro m the estau- of Pa ul C . Xirhn[wn. lo ng an arti\t'l~' inu-rc-u-d
member and o lTicer. the Societ y has received a large cnlh-crion o f
log- books, account hooks. and other manuscript material. Oursr.md
ing alll on,t:' the items relatin g to R hod e Isla nd arc : t he oril!." illal
manusc ript IIf Capta in T h" IlM " D rin g's Hrl"Olf r rtioll I of th e J f rH')'

Prison Sh il' : the log of tht' ship John IImU'1I . lf1:!2-IB2-i ; the Illt; (If
the ship . 111 /1 & l l ope , lfU:~ ; the log of the sloop Hn i ll ,!.!,I'T. 17H ;
two acrount hooks (If tilt" -hip SIIIIl'rior, Ill l ;) ; and a h-ttcr bouk «f
1111' I' t' lI \ ' id " IH T lnsurnnrr- Cumpanv, 11101- 111Of-i,

'1\", , Ither log hr"lks, [rom the estate clf Ra trl ilfc H icks of ' r o lla nd,
ContHTt inJl. g-randson of Capta in Ratcl ilf!' H icks of I' roy itlelln ·.
ha\ 'e bcen plT"c'nted hy .\ I i~" Elinlwtlt H icks. T hey art' the log of the
,~h i p '/ m llOll fro111 I' rm 'id ft HT towards Ba ta\ '!" a n t! Canton in IlIlli.
and tIl(' log of the ~hi p f:d uonrd. HUn.

.\ Ir. H ug h F. Ra nkin flf Williamsburg, Vi rginia. hil,~ giwlI Ihe
Socidya ktter fw m CelllTill Xathanad C ree ne to J t't h ro Sumner,
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' I'he H i ~t " r i c Sitl'~ ( :" m Tll ill n ' "f t Ill· H n ita.c; C' h llTt lda l ilJn (If
Rhode b land h a~ dl'~iglTatl'C1 t hl" ~!a lf of tilt' SOli!'I\ til H'rn' a~ a
tll·;tring hOIl-,,(' fo r infmTllalion I (JlHlTll iu,l; th r' ,l\ 'a ilah ilit \' o f o ld
hOIN'~ for 1(,llla\' ~ak, o r pITl(ha~t· .

It ha." b (" '11 ~ \l ggl'~ t ('(1 th at the So('id\ ,1;' in' a ~lTil'~ of 1 ('( llllT~ u n

thc' h i -"to r ~ uf Rhod(' I.-Ia lld o r a ('( JlTr~e of ~tlTd ~ ill gl'llt'alol:;il'ill
re.-e,uTIi . .\rrY 0rll' itltnntnl ill ~1T( h ~tlldil'~ ~h (Jll ld wri te thl" lihrari,lIl
hdon' F(' l ll lla l' ~ I ~tiIliTlg hi ~ prdnell(("

O "'t :-.: (: til the kn,l:; th o f til\' m a in artxlo, ill the la ,"1 tllIl... i~~ IJ"-"

of Rhmli' l sland llistll/~ it \\a-" Jl('e'('~:';;H:- to omit nmporarilv
"Nat hanne! Unxru-.... Letn-rs tntFricnd xanun v' \\"an l.·· It is intended
t(J 1'1' ~ I Jl Il (, publir-aiiou (If tht'~t, kltCT" II I tlu- April. 1~ 1:-17, i ~~ lT t· .

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

.:,

•

"lhv Hr urh-t Ike( her ;"!(,I\t' I '"undat icJ!ll ,f l lanfurd. ( :,nltl<'di nl(,
has acquired fmm Ttu- R hod, - l-land Hist ork-al S t ll 'i ('11 an oil pot-trait
of \l r.". SIO\\I'. T Ile" Ext·f llt i\(· Huard fell that ~i lln' there was no
ronm-rtiun hr-twt-rn thr- a uth nr of l'nd,' T om ',\ Cab in alld Rhode
b la nd , rhis po rIIair h~ ;\ Ia n~, III Fishe-r we '" Id II(' m. lIT -uita blv p la<'<"ll
wit h other St"w(' man-r ial in Hart ford .

If nn-mbcr- , han' hark i~~\ln o f t tu- So( 'il't ~ \ puhlir-arion- whlrh
they do 11"1 wish to keep, W(' \\ ill 1)(' ph-ased 10 han' them n-tnrm-d
to the librarv . \ \' l' ()("(, iI ~ i o lT a ll ~ han' n'q \l(":-t~ for ropin of 0111' lluar
tl' rly rh.u \\! . urt- unablr- 10 fill.

It is IIll' So('iel~ -, function to pre:-t'l'\(' nrauuscripo- : h-tu-rs. dia rin.
.n couut lx u,b. ctc.: brnad-ide, ami honks prin ted in and about R h. 'lk
Islnnd ; ,Iud alm! l~t anlthin~ o f Rhruh- Island inn-n-st . Ikf" IT ~'lt l

di~po~( ' llf ,lull 1ll ;1I1Tta\, gI" l in touch with IJ~ ,

da ted .\ lay :1, 17R1. It dl':"ni l l('~ the movements nf t he Brit ish troops
under Corn wa llis.

.\b n ~ important additions ha n ' h"('11 made through purchase.
'["h l '~" inrlude: fin' account books o f the fam ous privateer }'anka
of Hri-rol. whir-h gi \T a nearly com plete p icture of her arti"i tie:
duriuu t lu- W a rof WI:!: a journa l kept bv W illiam II . Xlason . ~upn

ca rgo on hoa rd the ship /10/)(', on a Hlyagf'" from Provid en ce to
Su matra and Canton. IH()~-IHn3: the record ho o k of t he Lo u is
ll u i ~~C ' 1 "lurnpikr- Comp.mv , lBO:l.IR70; and t he n-cnrd honk o f li lt'
C OllI"( o f ( ~( 'lw r;11 s(' ,~ iom of th l' I'l'a(T at Xr-wport . 17·1(i- 1837,
L, ' r ll 'l"~ purchased a rt': Stephen Hopkins to (~mTrnor H a n ly o f :"ie'\
York , Vlarr h Ii, 17;)1i: Su-phcn Hopkir», Ihniel J ewkes a nd Thom as
( :rilmI Oll to Thomas Ric-hards on. JllllC In, 175:l : a leucr fm m
Benjam in Bourne to his father , wrjt trn ;1I Ca mhridg:e in .\ Iay, 177·1.
te llin g: of the n-art ion til the Boston l'ort Art ; two lr-t ters from
(:lIm modnn' Si1a ~ Talbot 10 Ben jamin Bourne. J a n uary 7, 179ft
and Decrrnlx-r n, I JH6 ; and a k iln fro rn Si r Pet er Parker to Si la~

' L d lHlt , Jlily 2B. 11100.
.\ mo ll,1:; a gro up of C larke familv papt'r~ presented to tilt' S(lciel~

h~ 'ccu.ucr Char-les J. Link of C har1t-stnwll was a prcvir ,u~ly TIn know n
R hode b la nd im print. a broadside datr-d :'\C\\P0rf, Xovr-mhcr 2:1,
I i ii. It i~ a pro~pl' rt u~ wit h ."parl' [ut' <.ig:nat u re:- of :-uh:-criht·r:.; to
Chunh's Enlerlaillill /!. /l il lory of I\ i/!I.: Phifij/s Will publis hed a t
:'\n\p0rl in t he follow ing Yl 'ar. T Ill' same papers included a co p' of
.r ....·rl II/O II . l/lh e Puneral of Ca/if , ,",i/a l l l ut chens of h'i/lin gly " .
by J (lh ll Fu ll('r , . p rin led il l :\'l'wpon in lii ,I. T hl' o n h' other
kllo\\ n (()p~ i ~ had ly m ut ilated .

.\ lT otlH'r pn·\'inu."ly unk nown hroad~ ide , whi('h the SO('it,ty pu r
(ha~('d. i" . 1 /lInlini/flr , 1(( OU Il I of Iht' Suddt' ll FfiJ.:. hl of Ih e L II.I.:I'
Ih ili:; h . Irmy 1/l1d Xm'\' lrom Ihe '['mi ' ll (md /l 1lI' f,Ol/Y 01 /l oslo ll.
nll'ly {III SliI/dllY ,\fornill .I.: , .I / l/rI'h 17/h , 1776, p rint ed a t Xl'wport
h~ So lon\(ll1 Sout hwid, .\ Ia rch 2/1, I 77li. .-\ I ~o fro m the Rt T olu·
tion,lI"~ pn iod i~ , I Colla/ioll 01 O(elll/ell ar (Hul Filet s , . , by J o:-eph
H f\ 1n . d are d l' rm 'id cllr c , ;\ pr il '2 ~ , 177:-l, a n item whirh \Va:>: la ck ing
f...,m m Il' , o llerl ioll.

. 1 (.'alllrom IJr fli h 10 l .il f' ( l.o 11d o ll, IliIiO). HTl'ntly pur chased ,
I~ " f Rh odl ' bla nd i!Hnnt , ~inn' il dea l~ wit h the pn~'Tlltion nf
.\ Ltr~ D~ (T a nd ol hn Q uak(' rs at Ho."lnll,
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{ :"IlIlt".lifllt or I{h tl(k l -la m l 1 7~1(1·1 :;1 K.1

.\ p in t' of thi-, ~(lrt r.umor 1)(' a urihun-d wi th a~:-lIralH l' III an \ ~pt'l ific
m a ke r or 10\' 11 unlc...:- a la be l o r ot her donlInCIl I;tr~ pn",f of uri:::-i n i:
a va ila hh. "lhc du:-nl bonnet a nd ~t'lIna l appt'aralll!" o r the p icrc
indican- }{ hod(~ Isla nd . hut t he :-!l'J1 ,in.L:" of the finial- .md lilt' h 0 11lW l ,

and rlu- dr-ror.uiun uruun d the ha "(~ of the bonne :- lIg)!;t'.- \ <:" m w ('l i·
cut . "llu- interior »hb thr- uatcriall uv cascad e d ra \\ tT.. i.. IOr ;\ dnign
found in hot h "('Iln'. T ilt' ' ,l llW r-an lw ..aid a holJt tlu- f tT I. T hl' u..\'
ll f c lj(" rT~ \\ <1 .. more rum mou in ( :I JllJl (' lt i r ll l . hu t it wa .. al-o II-I'd

In Rhode - l -lund.

Ex-eulle-c riun J ulia D. •md Fra nklin R. ell..hman

'._.
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.1/11/111' and s;mil(/, ueod s

I )TI ,hahl ~ Rhll(!t: 1..1.11111 li'.! ,",-17:)(1

Com pared tIl the t\\O hit.:h r hr-..1:- nf d r;l\\tT". no. I i and uo. !H.
this j ... (Jf provincia l de-ign . It i.. evident that Iht' ,-ahill t'lll1;lkn \\ .1."

inept either th rough lack of ex pcr icm c or 1;11("111 O f t hrouc h both .
.-\ critica l .tIIal~:-i:- of it.. principal IIt-..i.l.":11 Icu rure.. wou ld ..hm, t he
f" lIm>ina \\(· a k lJ(~'-t·..: I ) t he mould in.:: .. p ial ed O ll l" 0 11 LOp of the
otlwr an- a like and fail (0 com plement each othe r t tl t.:i\t~ tilt" nn 1-'"

..a~ H IlI I ',l:-! and va rietv : ( 2) t he r lu-..t i.. too \\ ide a nd t he It' lr.'
ponrl~ ...ha pcd a nd !'II thi n at lilt" bottom t hat (J ilt' wonder.. ho \\ I h ( ' ~

..uppot t the \\(·it.:ht o f t he- pie-ce. The ell.c;ran·J bra....n .. w h ir h a n"
of .c;ood de:-ic:n. arc of t ilt' I ~r)(' IN 'd in the l"<trl ~ t'igh ltTIUh I Tntlll~ ,

Ex-colin tiou J ulia I ), ;llld lranklin K. Cu-Iuuan
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1I' ll /nll '

Thi... drn......il1~ rubh- i... ;t compan ion pin t· to t111~ hich clu- ... ' 'J! dr.ovcr ....
W I. I i . l ""llall , thr- ( ht~1 (I f dra'\ n .. a nd th e du-,..i 11t.: t'III!' " hall'

lM"n 'me ""'{>.I ra lt'd. and it i... fortu ll .!l ,' \,h(,"11 both ,LIt" IOCI,ther afn-r

..m h a 10llg ttP~· (If time. Thl~ :-C: I of bra.... pu ll... i... p.i1 litu brl~ fi li i ' ,

\\ ( 11 ..ha pcd . a m i b r.t.:t' . "llu- (:\.tdkllt ..ra te of pIC"'"IL ,ti" lI i... t-rn

pha:-i ll"d b~ the d rop orna ment- that h'Ul.!!; from lht' ..kill . T hn an"
.uigiua l and ounph-n-. including tlw rnoultk d block I II which tlll"~

<In: auar-lud . .\ 1"11' oft en than 1I0 t ,h l'''t' pa rt .. ha\l- lx'vu 10..t and
replaced at a lau-r dau-. The 1'\l' l hang uf lht" top and Ill<' mouldi ng
of it ... {'dce ;111' ill guod propo rti on ami dni,gn a.. a rc ilu- k g... and fcct .
. \ lto gt"th n . Ihi-, r an Ill..' (-omid n nl a Illilt h better Ih;t11 ,l\ n, I ~I '

\l ' I ~"u hU_"t · l l ~ IIH'-,,,i llJ.: ruble.

:H
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.lIa/lll'. Ilinl' . lind hidory

Rhode b la nd 1Blh renturv

",. r.,

\\"imb or rhair -, WITt' made (1\ IT a long period of lillie and were
n-ed for it \-,Hirt~ of purP(l~t'~. (; ('oq;(' \\· a .~h i n g: to ll h:td thvm (1) the
Iront piau<I at Ylount Vernon. T he y were u-r'd (or Ill l' l' l i lH~:- such
as those held in Independence H all in Ph iladelphia. and served i ll
homes a:-; a ~t'nl'railiti l it~ ch air. Som etime- t lw~ wen- h-It unpainted.
butmore 0[11"1\ were pain ted d ark gTl't'l\ or black......orne « en- crud e:
other s show ed lllan~ n-firu-mr-nts. In the examples illu-untcd the
fine tu rnings of the legs and spin dles of the hark indicate the rnrc
and ability of this pa rticular rh airmakr-r. The abrupt ,hange ill the
diameter of th e [ower ser-rion of the It'g is a r ha raetnistir .rtuihuu-d
to Rhode Isla nd Windso r-so

Ex-collection Jul ia D . and Franklin R. Cushm an
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'1 1':-. Francis E. nal(~
n .•l,,"..-n. R I

:\1 r. Clan-nee E. C olt'
Ed o:n m od , R , I

.\1 1.and :\ Ir~ . \\". IlOll1;l1d Coultn'
( :r" m lOn. R . I

:\ Il~. :\I illie('llt S. FUHI'I'
E" , \ (;"· ,.,,,,,;,h . K I

Ill' . S('l'!wrt J.GlIld(l\Hk~

:\ Ir ... Ieal u-l C. :\l.ln in
11,,1" ', R . I.

Decembe r r, 1956

' l i ~.. :\Ian h.l R. :\lrl'arlland
E"" r...·'·n..';.h, R , I.

:\I I. ami .\ l r~ .

( ;('{lr J::(' ( :. xr . J ohn, Jr.
:\I r~..\l ck in E. SaIl in

:'\"w Yod .:'\ Y

:\ l r~. Leon S('llltlllld f
:\I r~. John T. Slu-ch.rn

i'I,·wl..,rl , R I

:\11'''. wilfn-d C . SilO\\'
S,·,·kunl . .\ 1.,,,

:\I i ~.. Sofia \\-. \ 't'I'\I 'lla

I.ECTl·RES

januarv ~). 19.'li. Wn lnc",!a,

The Gilded . \ 1:(' of Bri..tol. lR()(j·I R:!.'",
( ; . 0. '" I.. Un " •.. ' ,,\ hor "nd .',.hi\l·"

F!'hr lla r ~ 1r. 19.'lr. SlIllda~

R:30 p.m.

,1: 30 p.m.

'1"!H' Story of the II'oodh01lJ1'

Th.. Ik 'd nnino: of tllt" s,,,' i,'\ ' of f,;n,d , in Kho d ,' [,b ud
1'1111 I!' L . (~ l FrOlH '

:\Ian h 1:1. 1~(l7. \\·l'd lll·...d;l~ Il : 1:'1 p .m.

' ['h,' Spra.c.lIl·~ atu l the ( : r a n~lOn Print \\"orb ( :c ' ll\pa ll ~

DW I"Il T II ()"t. .. , 1',,1,1 ;,· R,·l" tio n, ~1 " n" Ii;" " .

( :(',., ,, w n I'r;n\ \\"ur". ( :O"'[M'"
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