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Comments on Dilbert’s History of PowerPoint
Robert Gaskins

Scott Adams: "My guess is that people who work long hours get a sort of
charge every time they complete a discrete task. People who don’t get that
charge, on average, probably find jobs where they can work fewer hours.

"I recall my corporate days, where I would spend eight hours refining a
Powerpoint [sic] presentation that, in all likelihood, would have no impact on
the business. I always felt a charge of pleasure when it was done. Each time I
reviewed the beauty and majesty of my graphs and bullet points, I would get a
new little surge."

Scott Adams,
http://dilbertblog.typepad.com/the dilbert blog/2007/12/work-

pleasure.html

The archives of Scott Adams’ Dilbert strips (http://www.dilbert.com/) begin in 1989,
with over 8,000 strips catalogued since then and another added every day. In the
popular mind Dilbert has become prominently associated with skeptical commentary
about presentations, and the strip has given rise to several oft-repeated catch-
phrases about PowerPoint. It is thus fairly surprising to discover that only about 100
strips out of the 8,000-plus deal with presentations, about 5 strips per year (but
slightly more common in later years). Of these, 37 strips mention PowerPoint by
name, the earliest in 1996. (All data through calendar 2011.)

The portrayal of presentations in Dilbert presumably are intended by Adams to be
recognized by a wide audience as “realistic,” so the range of presentation technology
that appears is likely to be characteristic of the period when a strip appeared. The
early depiction of the usage of overhead projectors and transparencies, and of 35mm
slides, is mostly very accurate and consistent with the analyses used to guide
PowerPoint’s development. In recent years, direct video projection of PowerPoint
from computers has become the most common format, in real life and in Dilbert.
The earliest example of this in Dilbert was on 30 April 2000, more than eight years
after I'd given the first public demonstration of PowerPoint 3.0 in Paris. It took a
long time for equipment to support direct video presentations to be put in place in
common meeting rooms, and this evidence for dating is very helpful.

The first mention of the word “PowerPoint” was on 28 June 1996, more than nine
years after the first version of PowerPoint had been shipped, more than six years
after the first version for Windows. It was 10 February 2004, more than seventeen
years, before the word PowerPoint appears without quotation marks! This is
consistent with other evidence, such as the frequency of the word “PowerPoint” in
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books or in news articles. It took ten to fifteen years for PowerPoint to become an

everyday topic of popular discourse.

1989-April-20

The Dilbert archive starts on 16 April 1989. Just four days later, coincidentally on
the second anniversary of the first customer shipment of PowerPoint 1.0, there is a
strip about making a presentation. It contains nothing about visuals or computers,
but it is a reminder that poor presentations could be made even in the good old days.

T'M REALLY NERVOUS ABOUT
THIS PRESENTATION FOR
THE BIG B0SS. GOT ANY
TIPS FOR ME ©

Uy MENpUAS SaBes pRLUM 6BEL 3

REMEMBER TO BRING

A BUNCH OF COINS TO
JANGLE SELF-CONSCIOUSLY
IN YOUR POCKETS.

...AVOID EYE
CONTACT AND
DON'T PAUSE TO
EXPLAIN YOUR
ACRONYMS.

|

/T WISH 1
'/ CouLD TELL
@ WHEN
YOU'RE
I
( I} kiooe,

4-20 5.Adams

1989-May-14

The earliest presentation shown in the archive of Dilbert strips has Dilbert using a
flip chart. This was nothing but a large pad of paper bound at the top, on which
“slides” could be drawn in advance, and when needed flipped to blank sheets at the
back to use like a whiteboard (but non-erasable, so frequently transcribed later for

meeting participants).

UROH... T GOT AN
ITCH IN MY NOSE.

s

...CAN'T SCRATCH IT
NOW WITHOUT LOOKING
UNPROFESSTONAL

s

MAYBE I CAN CASUALLY
SCRATCH IT WITH ONE
SMOOTH GESTURE
TOWARD THE EASEL .

PART OF THE
TATION.

» Syndicate, Inc

THERE'S A 600D CHANCE
THEY THOUGHT LT WAS

DID THE PARAMEDICS
REMOVE THE POINTER

PRESEN-

@ 1089 United Featur

OR JUST TAPE OVER
IT?

SAdams S-ld
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About a year later, still the flip chart is the presentation visual of choice.

THE MESSENGER”

BE CANDID, DILBERT. WE
HAVE A CORPORATE PHILOSOPHY
THAT SAYS WE "DON'T SHOOT

HAD YOU CONSULTED
WITH THE ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT, YOU NEVER
WOULD HAVE LAUNCRED
SUCH AN TLL-CONCEIVED
PRODUCT.

© 1990 Uniled Feature Syndicats, Inc.

IT IS DOOMED TO FAIL.
YOU WILL ALL BE
HUMILIATED AND
PROBABLY FIRED.

o2

CAN'T I ('no, ETLEEN,

JUsT THAT'S NOT

WING - OUR PHI-
RIMER | LosoPHY.

1991-April-21

[T TURNS OUT THE CORPORATE
PRILOSOPHY IS A VERY
FLEXIBLE DOCUMENT.

YOU'RE GETTING
TAR ON THE
CARPET.

Four years after PowerPoint’s first shipment, and one year after PowerPoint
appeared on Windows, computers still played no part in Dilbert’s presentations, still

using flip charts.

THIS CONCLUDES MY PROPOSAL
TO THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE.
ANY QUESTIONS 7

NO, T THINK MosT
OF US WERE THINK-
ING ABOUT OTHER

BUT HERE'S MY
IMPRESSION OF WHAT
YOU LOOKED LIKE
GIVING THE PRE-
SENTATION.

YOUR FRE-

SENTATION '
DON'T ASK
607 FUR FUR
FUH FUH ...
J

2
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1991-September-17

Six months later, for the first time Dilbert appears to use a computer in preparing for
a presentation. There’s no indication what program he is using.

DILBERT, PUT TOGETHER ON WHAT [ HEAR THE CAN YOU DO AN HOUR
A PRESENTATION FoR | | toprc ? BIG BOSS WAS ON THE MANY USES OF
THE BIG BOSS'S STAFF A GEOMETRY RECTANGLES ?
MEETING. ( MATOR, 50 |
LETS WORK % K
\ THAT TN :
soMEHOW. |1
G
g
a7

1991-September-18

(The next day). Dilbert examines overhead transparencies mounted in cardboard
frames; the implication is that these mounted transparencies are the result of
yesterday’s computer work. The cardboard mounts invariably had rounded corners,
and if an overhead had a printed border it was usually rounded at the corners to echo
the mount. PowerPoint 1.0 made its default a rounded-corner border to provide this
same cue. The mounts made it easier to change transparencies when standing at the
projector by preventing their sticking together, and protected them for re-use (when
they were harder to make manually). PowerPoint 1.0 transparencies were at first
often mounted in those same cardboard frames, but decreasingly as years went on.

I'M PUTTING TOGETHER " RECTANGLES : IT'S BOUND
A PRESENTATION FOR THE MISUNDERSTOOD TO SPARK b oLz
THE BIG DOSS'S STAFF PARALLELOGRAMS ” CONTROVERSY, [N OPEN
MEETING . WE HEAR HE y COMMUNICA-
LIKES GEOMETRY. i { '{ION.

%

5
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1991-September-19

(The next day again). Dilbert is projecting (projector not shown) an image with the
rounded corners of the lighted areas caused by the shape of the inner edge of the
cardboard mounts. The “stage” (lighted platform) of an overhead projector was
usually square, and transparencies and their mounts were sometimes made square to
match—as seen here. After overheads were mostly made on photocopiers (even prior
to PowerPoint), mounts became available to match the shape of the transparencies
(US Letter or A4) that could go through the copier, but overhead projectors remained
square to accommodate either portrait or landscape transparencies.

{WHAT'S YOUR (RECTANGLES.| | (600D THINKING. | WYOMING: ONE
' PRESENTATION ! !wE HEARD | BUT I HEARD HE | OF THE MANY
:GOING TO BE | THE BOSS | WAS A GEOGRAPHY | RECTANGULAR
LABOUT? «==" [ yas A | MATOR, NOT ,-~-~ :'
SO0 T IIGEOHETRY \ GEOMETRY. i §
\\ { MATOR . I W H.
» 5 - /’II 8
4 3
=( :
z 8
f—]

1991-December-01

»

Again Dilbert is using a computer when asked to “do a presentation.

WELL THEN, DO A
PRESENTATION ON
WHY THERE'S NO
STATUS.

DILBERT, DO A PRESENTA- THERE ISN'T ANY STATUS.
TION FOR THE BIG BO5S5 TOU ONLY ASSIGNED THE
TOMORROL) MORNING ON PROTECT AN HOUR AGO.
THE 3TATUS OF YOUR PROJECT.

I DON'T HAVE TIME
BEFORE TOMORROW
MORNING.

OKAY, THEN JUST DO A SHOULD I DOA HMM...600D.
PRESENTATION ON WHY AND T WANT TO THAT WOULD PRESENTATION THE BOSS
THERE'S NO TIME TOo DO REVIEW IT Two BE YESTERDAY. ON WHY TOMORROW| LIKES THAT
A PRESENTATION OF THE DAYS BEFORE YOU IS LESS THAN

PRESENT 1T, TWO DAYS FROM

STATUS.

1998 Uinfted Fasture Syndscate, ine

[T}
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1992-June-07

The first sighting of 35mm slides in the Dilbert strip. Dogbert asks for “Lights,
please,” reflecting the fact that 35mm presentations were made in darkened rooms
(overheads were projected with room lights on, for discussion during meetings). The
darkening of the room is indicated not only by that stage direction, but also by the
fact that the projector beam is visible in the drawing. Dogbert also has a “clicker”
remote control for the projector—common on 35mm slide projectors, but impossible
for overhead projectors. The aspect ratio of the projected images is not square, as for
the overheads, but approximately correct for 35mm slides (2:3). The inside edges of
cardboard mounts for 35mm slides were very slightly rounded. Note also that a
“formal” retractable screen is used.

THIS IS WHAT )
HAPPENS WHEN
A WOMAN TS

SUBTECTED TO
HONEST MALE
OPINIONS.

TODAY'S LESSON 13
JUST FOR MEN .

A3 MALES, WE KNOW
THAT WOMEN CAN ONLY
TOLERATE US WHEN WE
ACT PHONY.

Acting Sensitive
Even When Tou're

Not

FORTUNATELY,
EVEN THE MOST
RIDICULOUS

LIES CAN SOUND
SENSITIVE.

AND NEW RESEARCH
SHOWS THAT WOMEN
WANT EMPATHY IN

CONVERSATION, NOT
MALE SUGGESTIONS.

THIS DISCOVERY FREES
YOU TO THINK ABOUT
OTHER. THLNGS WHILE
THEY TALK.

yrdicas, inc

o

=

=
© Y2 Ureted Featsre Synd

&)

(%)
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The first view of an overhead projector in the Dilbert strip. Unlike Dogbert’s 35mm
projector at the back of the room, requiring a remote control, the boss’s overhead
projector is at the front of the room where he can manually lay overhead
transparencies onto its stage. The light source (“bulb”) is in the big box below the
stage; the small frame supported on a stalk holds only a mirror at 45 degrees to
reflect the image from the stage onto the screen—or, as apparently in this case, the
wall, without benefit of the retractable screen used for the 35mm slides. A cautious
presenter avoided looking into the mirror.

PROBLEM: OUR PRODUCT
DEVELOPMENT PROCESS
REQUIRES BUY-IN FROM
MANAGERS WHO'D BE
HAPPIER IF WE ALL DIED.

E-Mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

5. Adwms

1995-February-12

MY SOLUTION 1S TO

CREATE EXECUTIVE OVER- TM...

SIGHT GRQUPS (WRHO

DONT UNDERSTAND THE

ISSUES AND DON'T
HAVE TIME TO MEET.

a, Inc.

& 1994 United Feature Synciest

YOU LOOKED
DIRECTLY AT
THE BULB

A standard term for overhead transparencies was “viewgraphs” or “vugraphs” or “vu-
graphs” as used in this Dilbert strip. The viewgraphs here are shown mounted in
their cardboard frames, preserving them so “we use last year’s viewgraph.”

I'M PUTTING YOU
ON THE STRATEGIC

PLANNING TEAM.

5 Adams

IT'S LIKE WORK
BUT WITHOUT THE
SATISFACTION OF
ACCOMPLISHING
ANYTHING.

YOU'RE NEW, S0
LET ME EXPLAIN
HOW THLS LJIORKS.

WE HAVE MEETINGS
AND TALK ABOUT
THE COMPANY'S
STRATEGY TN VAGUE
EMOTIONAL
TERMS.

IN TIME, WE CONVINCE
OURSELVES THAT WE'RE
MORE THAN MEDIOCRE
THINKERS (WHO SIT

ARQUND COMPLAINING

© 1905 Unites Fealure Syndicate, inc.

WJE START BELIEVING
OUR OPINIONS WILL
STEER THE COMPANY .
GJE FEEL TMPORTANT.
WE FEEL ALIVE !/

THEN WE SNAP OUT
OF IT AND MAKE
VIEWGRAPHS THAT
SAY WE SHOULD KEEP

1

DOING WHAT
WERE

LIKE ACTUALLY,
MAKING || WE USE
VIEW- LAST YEAR'S
GRAPHS. JI VIEWGRAPH
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1995-November-05

The first mention of color overhead transparencies in the Dilbert strip. But this does
not mean that color photocopiers capable of making transparencies have become
common, because “Those are color transparencies. It would take hours and cost
hundreds of dollars to reprint them.” Genigraphics produced such color
transparencies in 8” x 10” and “professional” 7” x 9” sizes by conventional
photography, and they were indeed very expensive. Color overheads were very
uncommon, since most occasions that warranted the cost of color were formal
enough to require 35mm slides in a darkened room; something like a board meeting
of a F500 company might use them. (PowerPoint 1.0 provided an easy way to put the
current date uniformly on each page of a presentation.)

THOSE ARE COLOR

TRANSPARENCIES.
IT WOULD TAKE HOURS
AND COST HUNDREDS
OF DOLLARS TO REPRINT

T WORKED ALL NIGHT PUT THE PRESENTATION
DATE ON EACH PAGE.

THERE'S NO REASON
TO DATE THEM. IN
FACT, IT WOULD

LIMLT FUTURE USE
AND CLUTTER THE

BUT T FINISHED THE
PRESENTATION
PACKAGE YOU
WANTED,

Eomadl, SCOTTADAMSSAGL.COM

S Adams

T EAGERLY AWATT YOUR
BLZARRE , OTHER-WJORLDLY
EXPLANATION FOR

PUTTING THE DATE ON
EACH PAGE.

BUT SINCE YOU'RE
INCAPABLE OF
ADMITTING ERROR...

SOME PEOPLE MIGHT
NOT HAVE CALENDARS.
AND (WE HAVE TO
MAKE SUREITS NOT

A HOLIDAY.

£l EXPLODED.

|

PRESENTATION
15 FEBRUARY
30TH. ..

1995 Unised Fasture Spndisate. Ine.(RTE}

s
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Incomprehensible “spaghetti diagrams” have been blamed on the ease of complex
drawing in PowerPoint, and it’s probably true that a diagram like this would only be
made with a computer. The motivation of the presenter, preferring the fun of
making complex slides over effective communication, is hardly unknown.

THIS NEXT TRANSPARENCY
IS AN INCOMPREHENSIDBLE
JUMBLE OF COMPLEXLTY
AND UNDEFINED
ACRONYMS .

s

S AMmS E-mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

YOU MIGHT LJONDER
WHY T'M GOING TO
SHOW IT TO YOU SINCE
THE ONLY POSSIBLE RESULT
1S TO LOWER YOUR
OPINION OF MY
COMMUNICATION
SKLLLS.

a1

flfH ® 1995 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.(NYC)

FRANKLY, ITS BECAUSE I
LIKE MAKING COMPLEX
PICTURES MORE THAN

I LIKE YOu.

|

K

-

1996-February-19

Not long after the color overhead transparencies which “cost hundreds of dollars,”
were mentioned, we have our first real view of a color overhead—again projected on a
wall (rather than a screen) in a lighted room. This Dilbert strip also features colored
hard-copy handouts, reflecting that color copiers capable of printing on paper had
become more common—though still expensive. The “3-D colored pie chart” was
probably made on a computer of some kind, since that’s the kind of thing computers

do, useful or not.

THIS 3-D COLORED
PIE CHART SHOWS AN
UNEXPLAINED RISE IN
EXPENSES.

SAdms E-mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

YOU EACH GET A BINDER
OF COLORED PIE CHARTS
SO YOU CAN HELP FIND
THE CAUSE OF OUR
RLSING EXPENSES.

4[i9/9e © 1996 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.{NYC)

HOW

MUCH IT'5 NOT
DO THE
COLOR “MAGIC
COPLES EYE,”
COST? DOOFUS.

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.



1996-February-24

Page 10 of 59

A more typical chart, 2-D rather than 3-D, and in black-and-white rather than color.

YOU SAVED ONE MILLION
DOLLARS BY HAVING
PROGRAMMERS TN
ELBONTIA WRITE SOFT-
WARE FOR US.

\
£t
all -

SAddms E-mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

BUT WE WASTED FOUR
MILLION DOLLARS
TRYING TO DEBUG THE
SOFTWARE.

1996-March-21

AND THE ENTIRE STAFF OF
OUR QUALITY ASSURANCE
GROUP QUIT TO BECOME
MIMES.

LET'S BLAME THE
MIMES; THEY
WON'T TALK.

431/4;, © 1996 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.(NYC)

If “everyone [is] to prepare a presentation for the executive review board,” then doing
so must have become straightforward enough to be a general skill, not just the
province of the AudioVisual department.

1 CWANT EVERYONE TO
PREPARE A PRESEN-
TATION FOR THE

EXECUTIVE REVIEW

TADAMS@AOL.COM

WHAT'S THAT SMELL?
YESIN . TTS THE
SCENT OF UNNECESSARY
WORK FOR A MEETING
THAT WILL BE CANCELED.

<NLFF

. D
kY

DID YOU SMELL THE
UNNECESSARY (WORK?
WE CAN IGNORE IT!

IT'S LLKE POPCORN

3" - © 1996 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.(NYC)
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1996-June-28 (“PowerPoint”)

Page 11 of 59

Here we have the first mention of PowerPoint by name in the Dilbert strips.
PowerPoint is used in quotation marks, and the all-caps style of Dilbert speech
balloons means that we can’t tell whether the internal capital letter is present. The
context is sitting at a desk with a computer, preparing (not presenting). This is more
than g years after PowerPoint’s first customer ship date; apparently it took that long
before Scott Adams believed the name would be generally recognizeable. All the
PowerPoint people liked this recognition so much that this strip mentioning
PowerPoint, unique at the time, was reproduced in the program for the GBU tenth
anniversary reunion (April 1997). [Ref link:
http://www.robertgaskins.com/powerpoint-history/documents/belleville-peterson-

somogyi-gbu-10-year-reunion-1997-apr.pdf ]

HERE'S MY FINAL PLAN
FOR THE COMPANY'S
DAY CARE FACILITY.

SAdams E-mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

T CALL IT FREE RANGE
DAY CARE. THE
CHILDREN ARE ALLOWED
TO ROAM FREE AMONG
THE CUBICLES. ITS VERY
ECONOMICAL.

1997-January-23

G!ls{?ﬁﬁ 1996 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

I DONT " oK AT THE
BELIEVE | vpooERPOTNT
HES | sL1DES HE'S
O | MAKING. 1T
o LNOT HumaN.

The presentation advice parodied in this strip has actually been recommended
seriously by more than one presentation guru.

DON'T MENTION ANY
PROBLEMS WHEN YOU

DO YOUR PRESENTATION
TO SENIOR MANAGEMENT,

www.unitedmedia.com

S. Adwms

THEY MIGHT TRY TO
SOLVE THE PROBLEMS
DURING THE MEETING.
THAT WOULD BE A
DISASTER.

© 1997 United Feature Syndicata, Inc.

ilasla7

AS FAR AS T CAN TELL,W
EVERY LAYER OF MANAGE-
MENT EXISTS FOR THE

SOLE PURPOSE. OF WARNING
0S ABOUT THE LAYER
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1997-July-15
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This strip presents a new complaint, that presentations have too much of “the usual
time-wasting filler.” Complaints in this genre are usually connected to the idea that
computer-prepared presentations have made it too easy to pick up and repeat
material only distantly relevant, without actually considering the communication

goal of the presentation.

I'VE PREPARED YOUR
POINTLESS PRESEN-
TATION FOR THE
TRADE SHOW.

S. A s www.unitedmedia.com

IT'S GOT THE USUAL TIME-
WASTING FILLER: A
GRAPHIC OF MOORE'S
LAWL), A “NETSCAPE”
COMPARISON, AND
TRONICALLY ...

...IT ENDS WITH AN W
IMPASSTONED REMINDER
TO THINK IN NEW UJAY?_.)

& 1997 United Feature Syndicate. Ine.

isla7

\ MAYBE T SHOULD
GIVE OUT SOME
AWARDS, TOO.

1997-July-20 (“PowerPoint”)

Here again a new sort of complaint, that computers have made it too easy for bosses
to demand last-minute changes in presentations, changes which would before have
been impossible (so that better advance planning and earlier review were
mandatory). “PowerPoint” is again mentioned by name, for the second time, still in

quotation marks.

" 5y E-mall: SCOTTADAMS@AOL COM

MONEY,

\

WORK .

]

AS USUAL, T WORKED WELL, AT LEAST YOU WELL, AT LEAST IT
UNTIL MIONIGHT MADE SOME LWAS IMPORTANT
LAST NIGHT, MOM, EXTRA

MY BOSS MADE ME
CHANGE MY “POLSER-
POINT"” SLIDES, BUT
THE CHANGES MAKE
THEM WORSE.

£
g
B
H
&
e
H
2
2
H
[~
E
@

WELL, AT LEAST YOU'RE

FOR YOUR

UT THAT'S OKAY,

B
BECAUSE THE PROTECT
ISN'T FUNDED ANYWAY.

50...

MEETING.

PREPARED
IT WAS
CANCELED.

Haolaz

bl

\

YOU WORKED FOR
FREE TO WORSEN A
PRESENTATION FOR
A MEETING THAT WON'T
HAPPEN FOR A PROTECT
THAT DOESN'T EXIST?

WELL... AT LEAST YOU
COULD TRAVEL BACK IN
TIME WITHOUT HAVING
ANY I[MPACT ON

;

HLISTORY.

WWW.UNITEDMEDIA.COM
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Presentations always seem to get done at the latest possible moment. One of the
most appreciated features of PowerPoint has always been last-minute tweaks, and
one of the forces pushing video replacement of overheads and 35mm slides was the
ability to cut out the step of producing physical slides. Bill Gates used to change his
PowerPoint presentations while waiting backstage to go on at a multi-thousand
person event, much to the dismay of his PR handlers.

WE'LL PROBADBLY HAVE TO
WORK ALL NIGHT ON
THIS PRESENTATION,
ASOK.

1999-March-02

E-mail: SCOTTADAMS@AQL.COM

Sfiams

THAT'S BRILLIANT!
YOU PLAN TO USE YOUR
INEFFICIENCY TO MAKE
YOUR PROCRASTINATION
LOOK LIKE
MARTYRDOM !

131397 © 1997 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

NOW 1
KILL YOU. | TION IS MY

PLEASE OO.

ONLY HOPE,

Dilbert is still using a CRT monitor.

PREPARE A PRESEN-
TATION FOR QUR
FOREIGN VISITORS.

ON (WHAT
TOPIC?

scottadams@aol.com

'www.dllbert.com

IT DOESN'T MATTER.
TM TOLD THEY'RE
FROM AUSTRTIA AND
THEY ONLY UNDER-
STAND THEIR OWN
LANGUAGE.

3!;{71 ® 1999 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

OR WAS IT
AUSTRALTIAT
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1999-March-03

WHEN
ARE YOU
GOING TO
SLEEPT

(30 TECHNICALLY,
IF YOU KILL A GUY
WHO'S SCHEDULED
TO SPEAK,

YOU'RE DOING
HIM A

THEY SAY PEOPLE
FEAR PUBLIC SPEAKING
MORE THAN THELY
FEAR OEATH.

scottadams@aol.com

@ 1999 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

33l

1999-March-o4

Dilbert is still using an overhead projector, but now with flexible transparencies,
NOT in cardboard mounts. This became increasingly common as transparencies
became easier to make, less often re-used, and less important to protect. Simply
putting sheets of paper between transparencies made them easy enough to handle.
For more important occasions, with outsiders, cardboard mounts continued to be
seen.

I'D LIKE TO START
WITH A CARTOON.

U

IT'S ABOUT A GUY
WHO SHOWS A
CARTOON BEFORE
GIVING A BORING
PRESENTATION.

BUT IT DOESN'T
WORK BECAULSE
THE CARTOON HAS
NO PUNCHLINE.

ﬁ. gl

scottadams@aol.com

=~/

_-‘]‘ﬂ[‘fﬁ & 1999 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

=
o
g
1<
Q
8
T

L/
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Overhead, square format, projected on a wall or board. The diagram is the typical
“boxes and lines” style of drawing for which PowerPoint 1.0 was optimized.

THIS CONCLUDES MY
PRESENTATION.
ARE THERE ANY
QUESTIONS?

1999-May-04

HOW 0O T GET
THE BOREDOM

_'lliqu # 1999 United Feoture Syndicate, Inc.

THE FUNNY THING
IS THAT TLL LIST

THIS ON MY ANNUAL
ACCOMPLISHMENTS.

()

A bit surprising that as early as 1999 the rudeness of a boss talking on a cellphone
during a presentation is documented. Fifteen years earlier I'd experienced having
higher-ups read magazines while I was presenting billion-dollar strategies which I'd
spent six months away from home working on. These days it would be laptops and

tablets.

CONTINULE WITH

YOUR PRESENTATION
WHILE T TAKE THLS
QUICK CALL.

scottadams@aal.com

www.dilbert.com

GO AHEAD AND
IGNORE ME, YOU
VICE PRESIDENTIAL
PILE OF STINKIN’
MONKEY...

OWAY,
BYE.

S‘}i‘lqu £ 1999 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

CRAPTITAL
SPENDING.

LOOK HOW
SMALL MY
PHONE TIS.
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1999-July-26 (“PowerPoint”)

The third use of the name "PowerPoint,” still in quotes, and still in context of being in
a cubicle, “creating slides" (not presenting).

AND YOU WON'T
LET ME MAKE
WAVES BY ASKING
FOR A CHANGE TO
THE STRATEGIC PLAN.

J

YOU GAVE ME A
PROTECT THAT CAN'T
GET FUNDED BECAUSE
IT'S NOT IN THE
STRATEGIC PLAN.

50 TLL BE IN My
CUBICLE CREATING

“POUWERPOINT” SLIDES
AND PRAYING FOR |
A REORGANIZATION.

scottadams@aol.com

‘}'J;f,qu © 1999 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

df

1999-August-28

This is the first Dilbert strip mentioning a "laser pointer" in a presentation with
overheads, no connection with type of projector. There was a vogue for fancy laser
pointers, some combined with a remote that could control a PowerPoint presentation
from a computer (via a receiver that plugged into the keyboard connection and
injected keyboard commands).

e
IT'S A HOSTILE
_TAKEOVER OF MY
( PRESENTATION!/

HE WAD A
LASER
POINTER THE

S1ZE OF

scottadams@aol.com

...YOU'LL SEE
A PATTERN...

www.dilbert.com

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.
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1999-September-o07

This strip is a bit puzzling. The first panel implies a darkened room, though
overheads are being used and projected on a wall, perhaps because the overhead
transparencies are expensive colored ones in cardboard mounts, and the closely-
related colors can be better distinguished with less ambient light.

IN THE NEXT PHASE W
YOU WTLL EXPERTENCE
SOMETHING T CALL
“REVERSE AMNESIA
FOR MANAGERS.” |

)

WAIT A MINUTE;
I'M THE ONE WHO
TOLD YOU THAT THE
PROTECT WOULDN'T
SUCCEED.

@ 1999 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

a137[%q

1999-September-19

Perhaps the earliest version of the complaint about presenters reading the content
printed on the slides. Again, here, colored overheads in cardboard mounts, wall

projection.

T'LL START WITH OUR BUDGET 15 ... WHEN WE HAD
HIS TRRELEVANT LOWER THAN COMPLETELY
COMPARISONS. LAST YEAR DIFFERENT

; PROTECTS.

MY BOSS ASKED
ME TO GIVE HIS
PRESENTATION.

E-mail: SCOTTADAMS®AOL.COM

LET'S MOVE ON TO
HIS LIST OF BLIND-
INGLY OBVIOUS
INSIGHTS.

TF IT'S OKAY WITH
YOU, T WON'T
READ THEM ALOUD.

... THAN THE
AVERAGE FOR
COMPANIES WHO
MAKE DIFFERENT
PRODUCTS.

OUR AVERAGE PRODUCT
DEVELOPMENT TIME

COMPUTERS
ARE
GETTING
FASTER'

www.dilbert.com

<f|14|99 #1598 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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1999-December-27

One of Adams’ frequent observations is that people confuse a presentation with
actually doing work. This is perhaps the earliest formulation, although much better
examples are to come later.

[ HEY, THIS
SLIDE DIDN'T
MAKE ITSELF.

OUR STRATEGY IS
TO DETECT ANY
TRENDS AND REACT

ACCORDINGLY.

THE SAME AS NOT
HAVING A STRATEGY? |

a7(99 © 1989 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aclcom

2000-February-27

Dilbert’s “bunch of shapes connected by lines” is precisely the characterization we
made of common diagrams in the sample corpus of manual presentations that was
examined and tallied for PowerPoint 1.0. Here we have overheads, but projected on

a screen.

I'D LIKE TO START
WITH A DIAGRAM.

IT'S A BUNCH OF
SHAPES CONNECTED
| (BY LINES.

SYNCHRONIZED
INCREMENTAL DIGITAL |
INTEGRATED DYNAMIC
E-COMMERCE SPACE.

NOW T WILL
SAY SOME |
| IMPRESSIVE |/
WORDS.

SCOTTADAMS @AOL.COM

E-mail:

MAY T HAVE
A COPY OF YOUR

THE RESULTS OF MY
EXPERIMENT ARE
PRESENTATION?

DISTURBING.

Y

ANY
QUESTIONS?

www.dilbert.com

¥
&
A

©2000 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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2000-April-30

DOGBERT CONSULTS

YOUR SOFTWARE
PRODUCT 15

RIDDLED WITH
BUGS.

I RECOMMEND
REPACKAGING
IT AS A RUST
INHIBITOR FOR
COMPUTERS.

E-mall: SCOTTADAMS®ACL.COM

THE ADS WILL
SAY “YOU KNOW
|| IT'S WORKING

| BECAUSE OF ALL
THE ERROR
MESSAGES

Page 19 of 59

A big breakthrough comes in early 2000: we have the very first image of direct video
projection from a computer in the conference room. Dogbert is presenting—perhaps
as a consultant, which explains the fancy setup? The computer may be a bulky early
laptop, or may be intended to represent a compact desktop with CRT. This was just
about eight years after I'd made such a presentation for the first time in public, in
Paris, using PowerPoint 3.0 and Windows 3.1. Good screens like this one were often
used, because early video projectors were so dim and a reflective screen helped.
Color came for free.

| PEOPLE
ARENT
STUPID.

ACCORDING TO
MY RESEARCH,
THEY ARE.

4[3cleo ©2000 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

2000-May-04

I'VE

TO SUMMARIZE
MY PROJECT INTO
THREE BULLET
POINTS. [

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

I HAD TO
INVENT SOME
NEW WORDS.

[ [ T NEED THAT RUST
INHIBITOR; I
SPIT WHEN I

o
=
]
=
&
b}
=
=
@
o
3
o
o
=
]
]
=
=
=
=
&
@
°
9
=
=
I

- SPLURBY
- NOO BAH
- PIZKWAT

| T THINK THE RUST
| TURNED MY
EXCLAMATION

UPSIDE THAT'S THE
LETTER "T".
ﬁl

www.dilbert.com

Back to conventional overhead transparencies and bullet points, in black and white.

BELIEVE ME, YOU

DON'T WANT TO BE
ANY OF
THESE |

| THINGS. |

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.
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2000-July-02

WE HAD FIFTEEN
SYSTEM FAILURES

WITH THE PREVIOUS
SOFTUWARE.

[ YOUR DATA
ARENT
ACTIONABLE.

| [ YOUR PRESENTATION| |
| HAS NO PRACTICAL |

SCOTTADAMSEA0L.COM

E-maill:

FINE. LET'S PUT AND IF YOU
THIS UGLY MULTIPLY THE

INCIDENT BEHIND DIGITS YOU
| Us. et 5[l GET FIVE.

[ NOW THE MEETING
FEELS ALWKUWARD.
CAN WE GO BACK TO
ACTING INTERESTED?

WELL, IF THATS
SUDDENLY A CRIME
THEN CALL ME
GUILTY!

T

ja|ac ©2000 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

2000-August-16 (“PowerPoint”)

The fourth mention of PowerPoint, still in quotation marks after thirteen years.
Dilbert’s being at slide 397 implies that it had become all too easy to make
presentations overly long. The diagnosis of “PowerPoint poisoning” became briefly
popular. (This strip also seems to be a source of the common phrase “death by
PowerPoint,” which I don’t find in the Dilbert canon; the phrase becomes common in
Google elsewhere during the final months of the year 2000, just after this strip
appeared.)

[ AS YOU CAN
| CLEARLY SEE
| IN SLIDE

\ 397

"POWERPOINT”
POTSONING.

slidler  © 2000 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com
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2001-June-16

Page 21 0f 59

I DESIGNED A
PRODUCT THAT COULD
FILL A GAPING HOLE
IN THE MARKET.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

BUT THANKS TO THE
MIRACLE OF TEAM-
WORK IT TURNED
INTO A PRODUCT WITH
NO ACTUAL FEATURES.

6[[6'101 © 2001 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

IN PHASE THREE I
FANTASIZED ABOUT
MY CO-WORKERS
BEING EATEN BY
SQUIRRE‘LS.

2002-January-06

THE PROJECT GOT
OFF TO A SLOW

E-mall: SCOTTADAMSEAOL.COM

FIRST WE HAD
THE REORGANI-

AND THE LAYOFFS.

THEN THE MERGER.

BUDGET FREEZE.

OFFICE RELOCATION.

! |e[es ©2001 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

EVENTUALLY THE
WHOLE INDUSTRY

| CHANGED AND THE | |
OPPORTUNITY
EVAPORATED.

SHIRT.

S0 WE CLASSIFIED
OUR UNUSED BUDGET
AS "SAVINGS” AND
GAVE EVERYONE

[ You sAID

| YOU'D SHOW ||
| US YOUR |
“BEST
PRACTICES."

www.dilbert.com
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2002-March-11

Page 22 of 59

IN A PERFECT WORLD
THE PROJECT WOULD
TAKE EIGHT MONTHS.

SCHEDULE

scottadams@aol.com

www.dlbert.com

BUT BASED ON PAST
PROJECTS IN THIS
COMPANY, T APPLIED
A 1.5 INCOMPETENCE
MULTIPLIER.

2002-May-15 (“PowerPoint”)

3|'.'|||01. & 2002 Unlted Feature Syndicate, Inc.

AND THEN I APPLIED
AN L.W.F. OF 6.3.

/ - LYING
L~ (LWF? )

WEASEL
FACTOR.

The 5th mention of "PowerPoint" slides, still in quotes. Again the context is working
at computer in a cubicle, the stage of preparing not presenting. (Now, however, Alice

is using a flat-panel monitor.)

HAVE YOU FINISHED
YOUR “POWERPOINT”
SLIDES FOR THE
CEO’S VISIT?

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

YES.I'M FOCUSING
ON ALL THE THINGS
WE DO WRONG, BE-
CAUSE THAT'S WHAT
HE NEEDS TO FIX.

5'!]‘1‘_’02. © 2002 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

JUST KIDDING.
THERE'S NO USEFUL
INFORMATION.

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.
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2002-May-17

Two days later, the presumed product of the request for a presentation. The square
projected image with rounded corners suggests conventional overheads.

THE CEO VISIT OUR DEPARTMENT

MADE TMPRESSIVE
IMPROVEMENTS IN. ..

'™ CURIOUS TO
HEAR WHY THAT
REQUIRES TWO
PEOPLE.

AND NOW DILBERT
AND ALICE WILL GIVE
YOU A PRESENTATION.

scoftadams@aol.com

| EFFICIENCY!

5|i7lex & 2002 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

2002-November-10

I saw this often. Some authoritarians in large companies wanted to have controls to
set “standards” for all corporate presentations. Individual presenters did not benefit
from such ideas.

I AND THEN T LOULD |
|| END THE PRESENTA-
| TION WITH THIS.

WHOA! T DON'T LIKE
THE LOOK OF THAT
BACKGROUND COLOR.

RED SAYS DANGER.
WE DONT WANT TO
SCARE QUR

CUSTOMERS.

UM. . .OKAY. HOW |
ABOUT YELLOW?

E-mail: SCOTTADAMSEAOLCOM

T

WHAT WE NEED IS A
COMMITTEE TO SET
SOME STANDARDS
FOR BACKGROUND
COLORS.

WHAT WE NEED IS A
| METEOR TO PULVERIZE

IF YOU DIDN'T MOVE

YOUR MOUTH, HOW
YOU THREE POINTY- DID IT GET OUT?
HAIRED, MICRO-

E
a
MANAGING NITWITS. | % 11;@';?5 %u-r OF
y E MY EAR HOLE .

-l

YELLOW? ARE WE
SAYING WE'RE
COWARDS?

ifielea ©2002 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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2002-November-17

Dilbert presents for the first time using a boxy laptop on the table in the presentation
room. This is two and a half years after Dogbert first did something similar, but now
the computer is unmistakably a laptop. Dilbert’s use of a laptop and direct video
takes place more than ten years after I had done the same thing for the first time in
Paris. The projected image still is shown with a square shape and rounded corners,
presumably a cue left over from portraying overhead projectors; video projectors
more often had landscape-oriented rectangular proportions, like monitors.

ONE YEAR OF INDECI-

SION FOLLOWED BY

(| INTENSE PRESSURE
TO DO THE IMPOSSI-

BLE BEFORE THE

DEADLINE.

THE ORIGINAL ONE MONTH FOR A .
SCHEDULE LOOKED MANAGEMENT - | THE REVISED

5|| DECISION AND ONE SCHEDULE IS
YEAR TO DO THE

PROJECT.

[l LIKE THIS. ..

J

DECIDE

THDECISION

E-mall: SCOTTADAMSZAQL.COM
=

[| YOU CAN SEE THE i NOW SCRATCH ONE || I DON'T SMELL ANY-
| LAYERS OF MANAGE- OF THESE SCENTED | THING. IS MINE
MENT INCOMPETENCE CARDS TO SNIFF % BROKEN?
PRACTICALLY JUuMP | THE UNMISTAKABLE
OUT AT YOU. ODOR OF DOOM.

V

{11,

[ NOW IF YOU'LL

| EACH TAKE A
PAIR OF 3-D
GLASSES. . .

1li7la. 2002 United Feature Syndicole, Inc.

2002-December-30 (“PowerPoint”)

The 6th strip to mention of "PowerPoint”—still in quotation marks, but now
“PowerPoint presentation” is used instead of “PowerPoint slides.”

AR U & e THEN T'LL WHISPER TMoRE )

POINT- PRESENTATION | | gepge—
TO HIM SUBLIMINAL i BUDGET. {

50 BORING THAT OUR . | POINTY- |}

CEO WILL SLIP INTO SUGGESTIONS T X | HATRED |

A TRANCE. INCREASE OUR A \ MONSTER |

BUDGET.

R
\i

1a{30/oa. ©2002 United Fealure Syndicate, Inc.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com
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Only the second mention of laser pointers, after a gap of four years since the previous

mention.

OUR BREAKTHROUGH
CAME WHEN WE
DISTRIBUTED THE

scottadams@aol.com

IT'S ABOUT TIME THAT
YOU TOOK MY ADVICE!

IF LASER POINTERS
WERE LIGHT SABERS,
YOUD BE LOOKING FOR

!
e ﬂgld.!ELUIAH. GOOD FOR :| YoUR ToRso.
l HA HAI
£ YOU'RE
$ 2 USING
% 8 MY JOKE!
B a GOOD
E‘ s ONE!
2003-August-09 (“PowerPoint”)
The 7th mention of "PowerPoint" (still in quotes). I don’t recall that “PowerPoint
disability” ever caught on.
THAT CONCLUDES MY ;ga DID YOU INTEND THE E ARE THERE
TWO-HOUR PRESENTA- g PRESENTATION TO BE | ANY QUESTIONS
TION. ANY QUESTIONS? | 2] INCOMPREHENSIBLE, 2
& a| ABOUT THE
3| OR DO YOU HAVE soME |} Roe=r 03
8 SORT OF RARE “POWER- |2 '
POINT" DISABILITY? E
g THERE WAS
T j 8 CONTENT?
:; C] \
z

8lalo3

=Y

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.
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AS REQUESTED, I WROTE
THE BUSINESS PLAN TO
SHOW PROFITABILITY

BY YEAR THREE.

2004-January-09

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

THE KEY REVENUE
ASSUMPTION IS THAT
AN ARMORED CAR
CRASHES THROUGH THAT
WALL AND
SPILLS ITS

L CONTENTS.

AND DON'T STAND
WHERE THE COMET IS
ASSUMED TO STRIKE

1o-¥-93 2003 United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

THE SMOKERS IN THIS
BUILDING TAKE HUN-

DREDS OF TRIPS OUT-
SIDE TO SMOKE EVERY

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

WE CAN HARNESS THAT
KINETIC ENERGY TO
CREATE ELECTRICITY TO
POWER THEIR UNUSED
COMPUTERS.

1-1-24 2004 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

TOO MUCH
SLOPE.

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.



2004-January-19
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EVERYONE, THIS IS
DILBERT. HE FLEW
HALF-WAY AROUND

THE WORLD TO GIVE Us
THIS PRESENTATION.

www.dilbert.com scottadams®@aol.com

WHAT? T THOUGHT

I FLEW HERE SO YOU
COULD GIVE ME A
PRESENTATION.

2004-February-10 (PowerPoint)

©2004 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

1110y

MAYBE I COULD SHOW
YOU SOME PROPRIETARY
DOCUMENTS.

( I'D LIKE THAT.

The 8th mention of PowerPoint, nearly eight years after it was first mentioned, and
for the first time there are no quotation marks needed—seventeen years after
PowerPoint was shipped. No way to tell whether the projection is from video or
conventional overheads, but during this period the coloring of the projected images
becomes more vivid, suggesting video.

I FINISHED THE PROTO-
TYPE FOR THE WIRELESS
HASSOCK-BUDDY.

com scottadams®@aolcom

IT USES GPS NAVI-
GATION TO STALK ITS
OWNER AND DEMAND
THAT HE REST HIS

a-ie-04 ©2004 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

TODAY 1 LEARNED TO
AVOID THE WORDS
"STALK” AND “AAAGH”
IN MY POWERPOINT
PRESENTATIONS.

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.
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SALES ARE
DROPPING
LIKE A ROCK.

OUR PLAN IS TO
INVENT SOME SORT
OF DOOHICKEY THAT
EVERYONE WANTS
TO BUY.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

4-'7- o4 ©2004 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

THE VISIONARY
LEADERSHIP WORK
IS DONE. HOW LONG
WILL YOUR PART
TAKE?

2004-June-19

THE LEADERSHIP TEAM
CAN'T DECIDE WHERE
TO MAKE THE DEEPEST
BUDGET CUTS.

2004-December-08

BUT DON'T WORRY. I
OFFERED TO BRING A
SYSTEMATIC, DATA-
DRIVEN FOCUS TO THE
PROCESS.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

Gr19-04 ©2004 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

A DEATH SPIRAL GOES
CLOCKWISE NORTH OF
THE EQUATOR.

BUDGET CUTS
7 RESEARCH 3
MARCOM DESIGN

A conventional overhead projector being used with a wall for a screen.

HERE'S THE BASIC PLAN
FOR GETTING OUR "ISC
9000" CERTIFICATION.

EACH OF YOU (WTLL CREATE
AN INSANELY BORING,
POORLY GRITTEN
DOCUMENT. T'LL COMBINE
THEM INTO ONE BIG
HONKIN' BINDER .

E-Mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

S. Adams

€ 19394 United Feah:re Syndicale, Inc.

4-7

TLL SEND COPIES TO

ALL DEPARTMENT HEADS
FOR COMMENT. THEY (OILL
TREAT LT LIKE A DEAD
RACCOON AND ROUTE IT
TO THE FIRST PASSERBY.

DRAFT 20 April 2012.

Not for quotation or citation until published.




2005-February-20
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LET'S HAVE A PRE-
MEETING BEFORE
YOUR MEETING WITH
OUR VICE PRESIDENT.

E-mail: SCOTTADAMS®AOL.COM

DON'T MENTION ANY
PROBLEMS BECAUSE HE
MIGHT TRY TO FIX

2005-December-22

THAT LEAVES ME HELLO... AND IN
NOTHING TO TALK SUMMARY, ARE THERE
ANY QUESTIONS?

DON'T SAY ANYTHING
ABOUT BUDGETS OR
DEADLINES BECAUSE
HE MIGHT REDUCE

[ WOW! THAT'S THE

| FIRST PRESENTATION
THAT HASN'T MADE ME
FEEL NAUSEATED OR
DIZZY! GREAT JOB!

LEAVE OUT THE TECH-
NICAL STUFF BECAUSE
IT WILL ONLY CON-
FUSE HIM.

© 2005 Scott Adams, Inc. /DisL by UFS, Inc.

WHY DOES SUCCESS MAKE
ME HATE HUMANTITY?

m-ﬂFDﬂﬂ.GOm

OUR NEW PRODUCT IS
A CABLE THAT DOESNT
ATTACH TO ANYTHING.

scottadams@aol.com

www.dilbert.com

WE HOPE TO CREATE
DEMAND VIA A SERIES
OF COMMERCIALS SHOW —
ING YOUNG PEOPLE

( DANCING.

¥

19,

AND THEN WE'LL ALL
GO STRAIGHT TO HELL.

HE DIDNT TAKE
THE LAST ROUND
OF BUDGET CUTS

ir22-05  ©2005Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.
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2005-December-23 (PowerPoint)

Page 30 of 59

The gth mention of PowerPoint, for the second time with no quotation marks, a
couple of years after the previous mention. Again the name is used in the context of
preparing in a cubicle. The only output shown is a printed paper handed to the boss
for 1-on-1 reading, perhaps reflecting the continuing substitution of PowerPoint
documents for conventional full-text documents.

THIS POWERPOINT
SLIDE COULD CHANGE
OUR ENTIRE COMPANY

STRATEGY.

www.dilbert.com scottadams®@aol.com

THE REST OF THE
INDUSTRY WOULD
HAVE TO COPY US,
AND THAT COULD
CHANGE THE ENTIRE

12:2305 ©2005Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

SOMEONE HAS
BEEN HAVING
DELUSIONS OF
EFFECTIVENESS.

2005-December-24 (PowerPoint)

The 10th mention of PowerPoint is the next day, now common without quotation
marks. The usage ("I am entering the PowerPoint zone") makes PowerPoint sound
like a very familiar concept, nearly twenty years after it was first shipped.

I AM ENTERING
THE POWERPOINT
ZONE.

www.dilbert.com scottadams®@aol.com

I NO LONGER
FEEL THE NEED TO
CHANGE THE REAL
WORLD ASLONG AS T
CAN CHANGE THESE
BULLET POINTS.

I12:24-05 ©2005Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

HOW MUCH TMAGINARY
PRODUCTIVITY DID
YOU HAVE TODAY?

) EIGHT
SLIDES!
—

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.



2006-August-02 (PowerPoint)
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Another eighteen months later, there are 3 mentions of PowerPoint in 3 successive
days, none with quotes, (from now on PowerPoint is used very familiarly). The first
day shows preparation on a flat-screen monitor in a cubicle.

MY POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION IS

A VISION OF BEAUTY
— AND PERSUASION. &=

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

IT WILL MAKE
ENGINEERS WEEP,
AND PROFITS WILL
RAIN DOUWN FROM

ga-06 ©2006Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

JEEPERS.
WHAT
KIND OF
LIMPING
SCROD IS
THAT?

!

2006-August-03 (PowerPoint)

The second day concerns reviewing the output from yesterday. There’s no way to tell
whether it was reviewed electronically or on paper.

DID YOU HAVE A
CHANCE TO REVIEW
MY POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION?

www.dilbert.com scottadams@acl.com

IT's FULL OF TECHNICAL
JARGON AND ITS WAY
TOO LONG.

g-03-06 ©2006 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

DID
YOU
EVEN
LOCK
AT IT?

WHY WOULD
ILOOK AT
SOMETHING
LIKE THAT?

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.



2006-August-04 (PowerPoint)

Page 32 of 59

The third day shows a sleek laptop in the conference room, presumably being used to
present. The first view of a Dilbert with a laptop in a conference room was four years

before, and since then we’ve seen him use conventional overheads.

OUR CEO ONLY HAS
FIVE MINUTES. IS
THAT ENOUGH TIME
FOR YOUR POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION?

2006-August-05

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

NO. AN INCOMPLETE
EXPLANATION OF THE
SITUATION WILL CAUSE
MASSIVELY HARMFUL
STRATEGIC CHOICES.

J

[

8-4-06 ©2006Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

WHAT CAN
WE GET FOR
FOUR-AND-
A—-HALF
MINUTES?

The following day, shows a square-format round-cornered projected image, again a
convention not really consistent with the video projection that is implied.

IN ORDER TO MAKE
AN INFORMED DECISION,
YOU WOULD NEED TO
KNOW AS MUCH AS T
KNOW.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

THAT'S TMPOSSIBLE,
S0 INSTEAD, BY
MUTUAL, TMPLIED
AGREEMENT, T WILL
FEED YOU SOME LIES
THAT POINT YOU TO
THE RIGHT DECTISION.

J

8-5-06 ©2006 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

IF WE DON'T UPGRADE
OUR SERVERS, A HERD
OF TROLLS WILL
ATTACK HEAD—
QUARTERS.

( NO
TROLLS!

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.
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BEFORE YOU
ENERGIZE MY TEAM
WITH YOUR PROPOSAL,
LET ME INTRODUCE
EVERYONE.

THIS IS WALLY. HELL
SHOW NO REACTION
BECAUSE HE HOPES
APATHY WJILL KILL
YOUR IDEA BEFORE IT

THIS IS ALICE.
SHE'LL LEAVE HALFULAY |
THROUGH YOUR
PRESENTATION TO
TAKE A PHONE CALL.

THIS IS ASOK. HE'LL
BE ENTHUSIASTIC
BECAUSE HE DOESN'T
UNDERSTAND HOW
THE REAL WORLD

V

E-mail: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

CREATES WJORK. =

WORKS.

© 2006 Scolt Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS, Inc.

TELL YOU WHY YOUR

THIS IS DILBERT. HE'LL
IDEA IS IMPOSSIBLE.

SPEND THE ENTIRE
MEETING WONDERING

THIS 15 CAROL. SHE'LL
IF THAT’S YOUR REAL

GAVE HIS TWO-WEEKS

AND THIS IS TED. HE
NOTICE LAST WEEK.

ENTIRE TIME BECAUSE

AND I LIKE TO KEEP
MY EYES CLOSED THE
OF MY ALLERGIES.

HAIR.

2007-April-03 (PowerPoint)

www.dilbert.com

T

ASOK, T NEED YOU TO
CREATE A POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION THAT
WILL SAVE OUR DEPART—
MENT FROM BEING
ELTMINATED.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

YOU MUST QUANTTIFY
THE UNQUANTIFIABLE.
AND THAT CAN ONLY
BE DONE BY A PROCESS
THAT I CALL LYING.

4307 ©2007 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

IT CAN
ToA BEIFYOU
PROCESS? SLIDES.

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.



Page 34 of 59

2007-May-10

DOES ANYONE HAVE A
QUESTION DESIGNED
TO INCREASE MY
WORKLOAD FOR YOUR
ENTERTAINMENT?

HOW MUCH MONEY
WOULD THE COMPANY
SAVE IF YOU DID THE

ENTIRE PROJECT BY
YOURSELF?

THIS COMPLETES MY
PRESENTATION.

scottadams@acl.com

5007 ©2007 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

www.dilbert.com

2007-June-05 (PowerPoint)

PowerPoint as a secret weapon for the military. This was at least seven years after
Peter Feaver had famously said about PowerPoint "We should give it to the Iraqis.
We'd never have to worry about them again." Quoted in Wall Street Journal by Greg
Jaffe, 26 April 2000.

AND THEY AREN'T THE
BAD KIND OF TERROR—
ISTS. THEY'RE MORE

HOW DID IRAN
THEY SUPPLIED
BRAIN— THEM WITH

I HEARD
YOUR VERY
COMPANY INDI—

IS FUNDING  RECTLY. LIKE REBELS WHO LUASH POWER—
TERRORISTS. SOMETIMES DO YOU S0 POINT.
) TERRORIST THINGS. FAST? (

k

§-507 ©2007 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@acl.com

2007-October-o06 (PowerPoint)

The strip comparing a PowerPoint presentation to “a confused jumble of useless
information with a wino’s spittle of unsupported conclusions” is well known, but
Scott Adams wrote a blog post saying that he was actually disappointed in it.

The Day I Will Be Slightly Amusing

On Saturday, 10/6/07, my Dilbert comic will only be slightly amusing. It
would have been highly amusing but I had to change two words for my
editors. I can’t show you the entire comic because it hasn’t run in papers yet,
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but I'll show you the one panel that caused a problem. The context is
Dilbert’s coworker asking for an opinion on his Powerpoint presentation.
This is Dilbert’s response in the middle panel.

YES. IT'S A CONFUSED
JUMBLE OF USELESS
INFORMATION WITH A
TURTLE HEAD OF
UNSUPPORTED CONCLU—
SIONS.

)

I thought I could get away with “turtle head” because the naughty meaning
isn’t universally known and an actual turtle’s head would fit Dilbert’s analogy
just as well. So there was a degree of deniability built in. And turtles are cute,
damn it!

There is nothing more frustrating than writing a perfect sentence and not
being able to publish it. That’s why I love having this blog. Otherwise, it’s
just me and the cat having a laugh at how witty I could have been. And it’s
creepy when the cat laughs because I can never be sure we’re laughing at the
same thing.

So I changed “turtle head” to “wino’s spittle” and you’ll see that on Saturday.
Sigh. It could have been something special.

October 03, 2007

http://dilbertblog.typepad.com/the dilbert blog/2007/10/the-day-i-will-.html

YES, IT'S A CONFUSED
JUMBLE OF USELESS
INFORMATION WITH A
WINO'S SPITTLE OF
UNSUPPORTED CONCLU—
SIONS.

DID YOU LOOK AT
MY POWERPOINT
PRESENTATION?

WINO'S
SPITTLE? H‘EfOU

106-07 ©2007 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

www.dilbert.com scottadams@aol.com

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.


http://dilbertblog.typepad.com/the_dilbert_blog/2007/10/the-day-i-will-.html

2007-December-24

Page 36 of 59

THIS CONCLUDES THE
USEFUL PART OF MY
PRESENTATION.

e

scottadams@aol.com

www.dilbert.com

NOW LET'S OPEN THE
FLOOR TO SUGGESTIONS
FROM PEOPLE WHO ARE
UNQUALTIFIED TO DO
THEIR OWN JOBS, MUCH
LESS MINE.

J

2008-January-18 (PowerPoint)

12207 ©2007 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

YES, CAN Y

oV

YOU MAKE THE
WITH SOFTWARE

THE OUT OF
FORE= RECYCLED
HEAD. PAPER?

Far from the idea that a presenter could have personal leverage by making his own
visuals, inevitably there were bosses who delegated both the ideas and the visuals to

subordinates.

CEO PRESENTS TO THE

£ g
8 BUT IT DOESN'T g WHO VOTES
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 8| MATTER BECAUSE ALL |2| TO GIVE ME A
2 OF YOU ARE TOO 2 | HUGE BONUS JUST
ﬁﬁgggﬁg‘t}&%&fﬂa i| PREOCCUPTED WITH |2] 7O END THIS
Hises el oal gl YOUR DAY JOBS AND  |£ MEETING? AVE
2 MISTRESSES TO PAY |&
UNDERSTAND THEM. : ATTENTION. : -
5 : AYE
1":; &
3 g AYE—
o o
2 2 L
: : I
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2008-January-19 (PowerPoint)

Page 37 of 59

OUR CEO DIDNT UNDER—
STAND THE POWERPOINT
SLIDES YOU MADE FOR
HIM, SO HE ASKED THE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

FOR A BONUS.

2008-May-08

scottadams@aol.com

WITH ANY LUCK, THE
BONUS WILL INCENT
HIM TO TRY HARDER
TO UNDERSTAND YOUR
SLIDES.

\

1-11-28  ©2008 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I GETTING BETTER
AT FINDING TENUOUS
CONNECTIONS TO HOPE.

I DIDNT HAVE ANY

ACCURATE NUMBERS

SO I JUST MADE UP
THIS ONE.

(

#
7 629,873

scottadams@acl.com

www.dilbert.com

STUDIES HAVE SHOWN
THAT ACCURATE
NUMBERS AREN'T ANY
MORE USEFUL THAN THE
ONES YOU MAKE UP.

)

'O

5§08 ©2008Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

HOW
MANY
STUDIES EIGHTY—
SHOUWJED SEVEN.
THAT? (
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2008-June-06
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YOU WON'T READ MY
TECHNICAL REPORT SO
I SUMMARIZED IT IN

THIS COMPLICATED

scottadams@acol.com

www.dilbert.com

IF YOU STARE AT IT
LONG ENOUGH YOU WILL
EITHER EXPERIENCE THE

TLLUSTON OF UNDER—
STANDING IT OR BE TOO
EMBARRASSED TO ADMIT

YOU DON'T.

6608 ©2008Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

DO YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS TO BETRAY
YOUR IGNORANCE?

)

IS THE
TRIANGLE
THING MAD AT
THE TUBE?

T
I

2008-August-22 (PowerPoint)

It’s an insidious temptation to keep reworking a single slide, adding words and points
where they will fit. I was personally well known for PowerPoint slides packed with
words from top to bottom and side to side. Sometimes I used up all the white space
and had to reduce the type size of the slide body to make more words fit in.

Sometime after I left Microsoft (I'm not sure in which version of PowerPoint), this
process was automated as a new feature: when you tried to add more than would fit
on a slide, the type size was automagically reduced to accommodate you. This
feature seemed like it had been designed just to help me, but I could see the danger:
as I kept working, adding and extending, eventually the type size would make itself so

small that it would be unreadable.

AS REQUESTED, I FIT
MY PRESENTATION ON
ONE POWERPOINT
SLIDE.

scottadams@acol.com

www.dilbert.com

T HAD TO USE ALL OF
THE WHITE SPACE, BUT
I THINK IT WAS WORTH
IT TO FIT EVERYTHING

ON ONE PAGE.

5-22-08 ©2008Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

ITS ACTUALLY ONLY
ONE BULLET POINT,
BUT IT'S A LONG
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2008-October-05 (PowerPoint)

Borrowing a client’s watch to tell him the time, in PowerPoint.

Page 39 of 59

DOGBERT CONSULTANT

IMPORTANT GOALS OF
YOUR ORGANIZATION.

I'VE BEEN HIRED TO
IDENTIFY THE MOST

T'LL ASK YOU

AND YOULL
TELL ME.

HOW WILL YOU
DO THAT?

E-mail: SCOTTADAMSEAOL.COM

WHAT THEY ARE,

1
© 2008 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS, Inc.

ANSWERS ON A

THEN I'LL PUT YOUR
POWERPOINT SLIDE.

NEXT WEEK TLL SHOW
YOU THE SLIDE AND
TELL YOU TO FOCUS

ON YOUR MOST
IMPORTANT GOALS. )

—

(THEN TLL GET PAID.)

I
[ BECAUSE THAT'S

MY MOST IMPORTANT

GOAL.

i, B

2008-November-o01

wwrwe.dilberL.oom

I LEAD BY
EXAMPLE.

10508

THEN WHY DO
CHANGE IS MOST STARTUPS
GOOD. FAIL?

www.dilbert.com scottadams@acl.com

11108 ©2008 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I ONLY TAKE
QUESTIONS
AT THE END.
) THERES

i MORE?

DRAFT 20 April 2012. Not for quotation or citation until published.



2009-March-07
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I DIDNT HAVE
ANYTHING USEFUL
TO SAY S0 T MADE

THIS PIE CHART.

\
&

scottadams@aol.com

www.dilbert.com

IT MUST

OOOH! BE TRUE
BECAUSE

( 000H! IT’S PIE.

3709 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I PLEDGE
MY LIFE
AND MY
FORTUNE
TO THE PIE

S

2009-March-09 (PowerPoint)

There’s always a suspicion that fancy presentation effects that “look good” will be
able to conceal the fact that the content is “garbage”—bamboozled by PowerPoint.

YOUR POWERPOINT
SLIDES IMPRESSED THE
EXECUTIVES SO MUCH
THAT THEY'RE CHANGING
OUR ENTIRE STRATEGY.

scottadams@acol.com

www.dilbert.com

THOSE SLIDES WERE
NOTHING BUT A BUNCH
OF GARBAGE DRESSED
UP TO LOOK GOOD.

(

fs3

3909 ©2009Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

AND THAT'S WHAT
OUR NEW PRODUCT
LINE WILL BE!
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2009-March-18
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By now digital photographs had become commonplace, and trivial to include in a
PowerPoint presentation. Back in PowerPoint 1.0 days, they were so rare as to seem

almost impossible to use.

THE BIGGEST
RISK TO THE PROJECT IS
OUR OWN THUNDERING
INCOMPETENCE.

IT IS A KNOWN
FACT THAT EVERY
PROJECT HAS AT LEAST
ONE TRREDEEMABLE
IMBECILE

www.dilbert.com scottadams@acl.com

2009-April-17

313-09 ©2009 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I HAVE A VAGUE,

UNEASY FEELING

ABOUT YOUR CLIP
ART.

COMPANY ECONOMIST

THE ECONOMY WILL
EITHER RECOVER OR
NOT.

scottadams@acol.com

www.dilbert.com

UNLESS TIME ITSELF
IS AN ILLUSION, IN
WHICH CASE ALL
MATTER IS5 EITHER
STATIONARY OR
IMAGINED.

)

— by V"

44101  ©2009 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I'D TAKE QUESTIONS,
BUT T'™™M NOT ENTIRELY
SURE YOU'RE REAL.
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THE RESULTS OF
OUR BETA TESTING
ARE IN.

)
7\

www.dilbert.com scottadams@acl.com

OUR USER INTERFACE
TRIGGERED WIDE—
SPREAD DESPONDENCY
AND SELF—MUTILATION.

7-1-0%  ©2009 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

OBVIOUSLY WE'LL NEED
TO DELAY OUR LAUNCH
FOR THE PUBLIC GOOD.

} WHEN DID YOU
BECOME A
COMMUNIST?

2009-August-23

The first suggestion that a video can be projected, although it’s not clear whether the
video has been inserted in the PowerPoint presentation (easily done by this date).

OUR NEXT
PRESENTER
1S DILBERT.

E-mall: SCOTTADAMS@AOL.COM

N
I PUT TOGETHER
A SLIDE SHOW AND
VIDEO.

WHILE IT'S RUNNING,
ILL PERFORM A
HUMOROUS RAP SONG
ABOUT THE BENEFITS
OF OQUR PRODUCT.

THEN EACH OF YOU
WILL WEAR A FUNNY
HAT AND PARTICIPATE
IN A SKIT.

i
-

© 2009 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS, Inc.

LATER WE'LL ENJOY
A VENTRILOQUIST
WHO DRESSES IN A
BEAVER SUIT AND
THREATENS TO EAT

HIS DUMMY.

WE'LL TOP IT OFF WITH
A TRIVIA CONTEST,
PRIZES, AND FIRE—

WORKS IN THE ATRIUM,

A PLANE.

WHAT CAN YOU DO
IN TWO MINUTES?
WE NEED TO CATCH

1 SHOULD HAVE
GONE WITH THE
SLIDE SHOW.

www.dilbert.com

&
o
@
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2009-September-17 (PowerPoint)

Apart from the insightful humor of the presenter’s self-esteem in this strip, it seems
to possibly be an example of a very small meeting in which the PowerPoint slides are
handed out as hard copy for participants to read, often with no projection and the
readers instructed to turn the pages in unison.

A ~

I HAVE INVESTED ALL ITISALL THATI DID THEY
OF MY SELF—ESTEEM AM AND ALL THAT CATCH THE
IN THIS POWERPOINT IWILLBE ITISA CHIMP WHO
PRESENTATION. DIGITAL RECKONING MADE YOUR
OF MY VALUEL. SLIDES?

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

9-17-09 ©2009 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

2009-September-20

STRATEGY MEETING
|

[ THE WEAK ECONOMY J

OPTION ONE IS
A LONG SLIDE
TO OBLIVION.

I WONT
SUGARCOAT
ANYTHING.

OPTION TWO IS
A DEATH SPIRAL.

IS LIMITING OUR
STRATEGIC OPTIONS.

it

OBLIVION

=
DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com
©2009 Scott Adams, Inc. Mist. by UFS, Inc.

OUR NEW COMPANY OUR REVISED T'LL PASS OUT CLUBS, IS IT JUST ME
LOGO IS A MAN MISSION STATEMENT AND YOU CAN DECIDE OR WAS IT BETTER
GETTING SUCKED IS "FORAGE DURING AMONG YOURSELVES WHEN THEY SUGAR—
INTO A TOILET. DAYLIGHT. HIDE AT HOWJ TO DOLNSIZE COATED?
NIGHT.” BY FIFTY PERCENT.

—
www.dilbert.com

92009
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2009-October-24
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ASOK, T™M
PUTTING YOU IN
CHARGE OF PANDEMIC
CONTINGENCY
PLANNING.

2009-December-03

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

CALCULATE THE
IMPACT ON OUR
BUSINESS IF 50%
OF OUR EMPLOYEES
ARE UNABLE TO BE
PRODUCTIVE.

102409 ©2009 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

THAT'S
TWICE JUST MAKE

SOME SLIDES
e et THAT GAVIT
DOING  WOULD BE

MY CUBICLE IS
SURROUNDED BY LOUD
IDIOTS WHO MAKE IT

IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO
CONCENTRATE ON MY
WORK.

/ L1

[ EH

&

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

DID YOU CREATE A
PRESENTATION ON
WHY YOU COULDN'T
DO THE PRESENTATION
YOU'RE SUPPOSED TO
BE DOING?

YES

12+03-09 ©2009 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

WOULDNT I™M
1T HAVE HOPING
BEEN JUST TO USE
AS EASY TO THIS ONE
CREATE THE MORE

ACTUAL THAN
PRESENTA— ONCE.
TION?
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With suitable outsourcing, the two irreducible functions in a company are (1)
preparing PowerPoint presentations and (2) being the audience for the

presentations.

IF WE MIGRATE OUR
ENTERPRISE APPLICA—
TIONS TO THE WEB,
AND OUTSOURCE OUR
SALES AND PRODUCT
DEVELOPMENT. ..

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

THE ENTIRE COMPANY
CAN BE MANAGED BY
ONE MONKEY.

11&10 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

PLUS A SECOND
MONKEY TO LOOK AT
THE POWERPOINT
SLIDES FROM THE
FIRST MONKEY.

2010-January-24 (PowerPoint)

MANAGER TO DESCRIBE

OUR CEO ASKED EACH
HIS GROUP'S FUNCTION

ON ONE SLIDE.

CAN FIT ALL OF OUR
VARIOUS FUNCTIONS

I DONT SEE HOW I
ON ONE POWERPOINT

DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

SPEND ALL OF OUR
TIME TRYING TO
CONVINCE OTHERS

YOU COULD SAY, "WE
THAT WE HAVE VALUE.”

SOMETIMES
WE ALSO
ARGUE ABOUT
WHAT WJE DO.

© 2010 Scotl Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS, Inc.

THATS JUST WHAT
WERE DOING RIGHT
NOW. TOMORROWJ
WE'LL BE DOING
SOMETHING TOTALLY

MAYBE YOU COULD
ADD A FOOTNOTE TO
THE SLIDE THAT SAYS,
“WE DREAM OF SOMEDAY
BEING PRODUCTIVE.”

OR YOU COULD
EXAGGERATE OUR

OUR POTENTTIAL.

USEFUL.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS
TO CREATE A MIS—
LEADING SENSE OF

WHAT
HAVE WE | | PAID FOR
el | ACCOMP— | | PLANNING
g|| LISHED TOLIE TO
5l | LATELY? OUR CEO.
5
il

2
T
E
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2010-February-22 (PowerPoint)
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The very common complaint that presenters use their slides as full text, and then
merely read all the words to their audiences. This also seems to be the first use of the
word “deck” to describe a presentation. The term goes back to the time before
electronic presentations, when frequent presenters maintained a large collection of
slides or mounted overheads, and selected a subset of them to make a “deck” for a
particular occasion, shuffling the order and selecting some cards to show and others

to conceal.

I COULD HAVE E—MATLED
YOU MY POWERPOINT
DECK, AND YOU COULD
HAVE READ IT IN FIVE

( MINUTES.

PROJECT

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

BUT T PREFER MAKING

YOU SIT HERE FOR AN
HOUR WHILE I READ
EACH BULLET POINT

IN SLOW MOTION.

2010-February-28 (PowerPoint)

222-10 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

=D =T
N-U-M-B-E-R
=N

YANK THIS
AS HARD AS

DILBERT, WHAT DID
YOU ACCOMPLISH
THIS WEEK?

DilbertCartooni st@g mail.com

I DOUBLED MY
SALES AND MADE
THE COVER OF
TIME MAGAZINE.

FOR A MOMENT
THERE I CONFUSED MY
ENTREPRENEURIAL
FANTASY LIFE WITH
MY REAL JOB.

©2010 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I RUN A PARALLEL
CAREER IN MY MIND.
IN THAT WORLD,
I™ THE FOUNDER OF
A HOT START —UP.

IT KEEPS MY BRAIN
FROM FULLY REALIZING
THE HORROR OF MY
ACTUAL CAREER AND
TRYING TO KILL THE
REST OF MY BODY.

BUT TO ANSWER YOUR
ORIGINAL QUESTION,
THIS WEEK I MADE
SOME POWERPOINT
SLIDES THAT HAVE
NO PARTICULAR USE.

GAAA!! MY BRAIN
IS TRYING TO KILL
THE REST OF MY
BODY!

W

—
www.dilbert.com

2-2810
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2010-April-06
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A TECHNICAL WRITER
MISINTERPRETED THE
ACRONYMS IN MY DRAFT
TECHNICAL PAPER.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

BUT THAT'S
OKAY BECAUSE MY
POINTY—-HAIRED BOSS
WILL TURN IT INTO
CONTENT—FREE
BULLET POINTS AND
SHOW IT TO IDIOTS.

2010-April-08 (PowerPoint)

©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I LIKE
STORIES GLAD
WITHLOTS T0O HELP.
OF IDIOTS
IN THEM. )

\

YOU HAVE A WICKED
CASE OF SYMPATHETIC
POWERPOINT PROBOSCIS.

I

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

YOUR NOSE GROWS

WHEN ANYONE LIES

DURING A BUSINESS
PRESENTATION.

4810 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

SORRY. THE SALES
FORECAST SEEMED
OPTIMISTIC

1) °
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2010-April-09 (PowerPoint)

Page 48 of 59

IT'S A MEDICAL
CONDITION CALLED
SYMPATHETIC POWER—
POINT PROBOSCIS. MY
NOSE GROWS WHEN

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

IT'M VERY CONCERNED
AND INTERESTED IN
YOUR CONDITION, AND
NOT JUST BECAUSE I™M
TRYING TO SELL YOU

4-9-10 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

IT MIGHT
STING WHEN
TPECTT
OUT.

OTHER PEOPLE LIE. SOMETHING.
PLEASE
,STOP. 20
5
= 5
2010-April-10
§ £
MY NOSE GROWS Bl come— YOU'RE "
WHEN MY CO-WORKERS |2 EVOLVING |3
5] TIMES, INTO A 5
TELL LIES. S 2
z| ALLTTLE  CORPORATE |2
DOES IT g BIT. WHISTLE— |3
WHISTLE? é BLOUWJER. g
° 3
£ g
8 5
3 g
:
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2010-June-12 (PowerPoint)

PowerPoint as the Matrix, an alternative to reality.

Page 49 of 59

THIS IS WHERE YOU
JACK INTO MATRIX
MANAGEMENT, NEO.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

INSERT THESE IPOD
EAR BUDS AND FIRE UP
POWERPOINT. THE
REALITY YOU ONCE
KNEW IS GONE.

2010-June-25 (PowerPoint)

6-12)0 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

ONE MORE THING: IF
YOUR COMPUTER DIES
DURING POWERPOINT,
YOUR CAREER DIES IN

THE REAL WORLD.

UH—OH. MY AUDIENCE
HAS FALLEN INTO A
POWERPOINT COMA.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

THE ONLY THING I
CAN DO NOW IS PUT
THEM IN FUNNY POSES
AND LEAVE.

N &) [
Jesy W
| —— —

6-25-/0 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

IT LOOKS LIKE
HIS FINGER HIT
BRAIN.
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2010-August-07
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THAT'S MY PLAN. ID
LIKE TO THANK ALL OF
YOU FOR YOUR UTTER

APATHY.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

A FEW OF YOU STAYED
AWAKE, AND T THINK
I GOT SOME ACCIDENTAL
EYE CONTACT ONCE
WHEN THE A.C. MADE A
NOISE.

)

87-10  ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

IN CONCLUSION, I
HATE MY JOB, I HATE
MY COWORKERS, AND I
HOPE FERAL CATS EAT

EVERY ONE OF YOU.

/ ARE YOU
TAKING
QUESTIONS?

s

™

2010-August-22

THE STATUS OF
MY PROTECT IS THAT
APPARENTLY I DIED AND
| BECAME A GHOST.

I DONT REMEMBER
DYING, BUT THE
EVIDENCE OF MY

IN THE PAST WEEK,
NO ONE HAS RETURNED

MY PHONE CALLS OR >

REPLIED TO MY EMAILS.

I GET NOTHING BUT

WHEN I TRY TO
PRINT A DOCUMENT,
ERROR MESSAGES.

V

DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

e
© 2010 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by UFS, Inc.

NOWJ ALL OF YOU
ARE LOOKING AT YOUR
| PHONES AND READING |
| MATERIALS AS IFNO |

i T WILL NOWJ TEST
| MY GHOST THEORY BY |
RUNNING THROUGH A
LIVING PERSON.

ONE IS SPEAKING TO

\l

B000O!

BUT UNUJORTHY OF

GOOD NEWS: I™ ALIVE
ATTENTION.

| S

/ I'M TRYING
TO WATCH
A SHOWJ.

e

—
www.dilbert.com

-
Il
2]
@
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2010-0October-02
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OUR AD CAMPAIGN
WILL PORTRAY USERS
OF OUR COMPETITORS

PRODUCTS AS BABY—
EATING HOBOS.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

WHILE OUR USERS WILL
BE PORTRAYED BY THE
COOLEST GUY IN THE

ENTIRE WORLD.

|0-2-10 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

SOON THE MEETING
TURNED UGLY

THEN WHY ARE YOU
SHOWING A SLIDE OF

A GIANT CHEHOZX?

2010-December-03 (PowerPoint)

“The man who changed an industry with his PowerPoint slides.”

WHAT FANTASY
WILL T USE TODAY
TO STAVE OFF
MADNESS?

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

MAYBE T'LL BE "THE
MAN WHO CHANGED
AN INDUSTRY WITH
HIS POWERPOINT

12310 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

I HAVE A REPORT
OF UNAUTHORIZED
HAPPINESS INSIDE

OF A HEAD.
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2010-December-07
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WHO CAN DEFINE
"VALUES"? ANYONE?

| VALUES

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

VALUES ARE A TYPE
OF EMOTIONAL ILLUSION
COMMON TO CHILDREN,
IDIOTS AND NON-—
ENGINEERS.

2011-February-o07 (PowerPoint)

“My PowerPoint slides are in the Louvre.”

[2710 ©2010 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

CAN WE
PRETEND
VALUES
ARE REAL? ARE WE
A CULT
NOW?

N

I™ AN INCH TALLER
THAN YOU AND MY
POWERPOINT SLIDES
ARE IN THE LOUVRE.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

SOME SAY THE EARTH
IS ON THE BACK OF A
GIANT TURTLE. BUT WHO
DO YOU THINK IS
HOLDING THE TURTLE?

2-7-1l  ©2011 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

WRONG! ITS TURTLES
ALL THE WAY DOWN.
BUT WHO DO YOU
THINK IS HOLDING THE
INFINITE TURTLES?
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2011-February-10
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DOGBERT CONSULTS

WHERE DOES YOUR
COMPANY FIT ON THIS
COMPREHENSIVE LIST?

- FACEBOOK
- CHINA

- IRRELEVANT

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

©2011 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by UFS, Inc.

2-10-1

NOW LET'S FORM
BREAKOUT GROUPS
TO FANTASIZE ABOUT
BEING RELEVANT.

)

2011-April-o7 (PowerPoint)

By now “PowerPoint” is dropped into a strip casually, with no serious function.

THE ENGINEERING
DEPARTMENT IS
FINISHING ALL OF
THEIR PROJECTS
EARLY AND WE
DONT KNOW

2011-June-07

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

TELL THEM TO DO A
POLWERPOINT PRESEN—
TATION AT THE NEXT

EXECUTIVE RETREAT
TO SHARE THEIR

4-7-1l ©2011 Scott Adams, Inc./ Dist. by Universal Ulick

NOW ITS MY TURN
TO USE THE DEAD
BOSS HAND PUPPET!

UH}—OH.

MY FINANCIAL MODEL
IN EXCEL IS S0
COMPLICATED THAT I
ASSUME IT'S RIDDLED
WITH FORMULA ERRORS.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

BUT THAT'S OKAY
BECAUSE MANAGEMENT
ONLY USES THE RESULTS
WHEN THE FIGURES
SUPPORT THEIR
SCHEMES FOR CAREER
ADVANCEMENT.

e-7-1| ©2011 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

UH—OH.

I JUST DO You
REALIZED HAVE
THAT MY HAND—

LIFE IS ouUTS?

RIDICULOUS. }

/0
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2011-July-03 (PowerPoint)

Another use of “deck” to describe a selection and arrangement of PowerPoint slides.

ARE YOU SAYING
YES I CAN ORDER
THE HARDWARE, OR
YES YOU'LL LOOK
AT IT?

\

THE HARDWARE?

\

1
CAN YOU LOOK AT
THIS BID AND LET ME
KNOW IF I CAN ORDER

W

DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

©2011 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Universal Uclick

WOULD YOU PREFER. )

THAT I BADGER YOU
FOR AN ANSWER UNTIL

YOU GET ANGRY, OR

S0 FAR, IN RESPONSE
TO MY REQUEST, YOU'VE
GIVEN ME AMBIGUITY,

MUMBLING, AND A
. SHOULD I RETURN TO

CHANGE OF SUBJECT. MY CUBICLE AND RESUME
Q BEING INEFFECTIVE?

v

I NEED YOUR

INPUT ON MY

POWERPOINT
DECK.

YOU ASK
TOO MANY
QUESTIONS.

—
www.dilbert.com

/o

T34

2011-August-16

NOW IlL OPEN IT

THIS IS THE BEST
PLAN IN THE WORLD,
AND ANYONE WHO
DISAGREES IS AN

UP FOR COMMENTS.
I

I'D LIKE TO THANK
YOU FOR SHORTENING
THIS MEETING.

ANYONE?
IGNORANT NUISANCE. |

ANYONE?

;O

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

8-l6-ll ©2011 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick
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I WANT YOUR
HONEST OPINIONS
ON MY PLAN.

DibertCarioonist@gmail.com

DON'T
HOLD BACK
(| ANYTHING. J*

Page 55 of 59

WHEN A MONKEY EATS
FERMENTED FRUIT.

2011-September-17

YOUR PLAN REMINDS
ME OF WHAT HAPPENS

ND THEN HE FALLS

HE'S ALL
OOH—00H—-00H
OUT OF THE TREE.

YES, T
HAVE SOME
FEEDBACK.

©2011 Scott Adams, Inc. /st by Unversal Uclick

IS THAT
HOW HE
LOOKS WHEN
HE HEARS
HONESTY?

IF CONSUMERS HATE
OUR NEW PRODUCT, WE
WILL PROBABLY GO
OUT OF BUSINESS.

P
OPTIONS
0
+
A
O~

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

IF THEY LOVE OUR
NEW PRODUCT, A
STRONGER COMPANY
WILL ENTER THE SPACE
AND DRIVE US OUT OF

BUSINESS.
) OPTIONS
€ i @ —D}‘;ﬂ.‘;
L
_ O

9-17-1l©2011 Scott Adams, Inc./Dist. by Universal Uclick

TELL THE
ENGINEER o HAVE
SOME FAKE
TO STOP  "nEvENUE
MAKING
N P PHOJECPIONS
«/""°TO CHEER
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2011-September-20

I'M CONFUSED. I
SPENT ALL LAST YEAR
TRYING TO DECREASE

OUR MARKET SHARE.
WAS THAT EFFORT
WASTED?

OUR STRATEGY
IS TO INCREASE
MARKET SHARE.

DONT WORRY.
WALLY TOLD ME

HE HAS A GOOD
SENSE OF HUMOR.

| I™M NOT
RELIABLE.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

9-20-II ©2011 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

2011-September-27 (PowerPoint)

PowerPoint as a portal to a realm where fantasy and reality are reversed.

BUT IT IS ACTUALLY
A PORTAL TO ANOTHER
DIMENSION IN WHICH
FANTASY AND REALITY
HAVE TRADED PLACES.

)

STOP BEWARE
PLAYING THE HORNED
WITH MY BEAST THAT

SLIDES. CROSSES
L OVER.

THIS MIGHT LOOK
LIKE AN ORDINARY
POWERPOINT SLIDE.

REVENUE HI’.
_J LS

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com
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2011-September-28 (PowerPoint)

PowerPoint: “too much can kill you.”

Page 57 of 59

WISE GARBAGE MAN,

TELL ME WHY POWER—

POINT SLIDES ARE SO
BORING.

y

1]

2011-October-06

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

POWERPOINT IS A LOT
LIKE GARBAGE. IT'S
ONLY DELICIOUS IN
SMALL DOSES. TOO
MUCH CAN KILL YOU.

922-1| ©2011 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

THAT OOOH.
ANALOGY LOOK WHO
ONLY THINKS HE'S
WORKS BETTER
FOR FLIES. THAN FLIES.

ONE PERCENT OF
ENGINEERS CREATE
ALL OF THE INDUSTRY—
CHANGING PRODUCTS.

‘L?o
= O
"%

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

I PROPOSE REPLACING

THE OTHER 99% WITH

ROBOTIC ARMS THAT
HOLD COFFEE CUPS.

10-6-1l @2011 Scott Adams, Inc. /Dist. by Universal Uclick

YOU WON'T SEE ANY
OF THE LAGGARDS IN
THE 99% COME UP WITH
GREAT IDEAS LIKE
THIS ONE.
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2011-October-11
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OUR COMPANY IS
OBSCENELY PROFITABLE
BUT UNIVERSALLY
DESPISED.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

OUR PLAN IS TO BUY
A SMALLER AND MORE
POPULAR COMPANY,
TAKE THEIR NAME, AND
SUCK OUT THEIR GOOD—
WILL LIKE A MONKEY
ON AN ORANGE.

J

2011-November-24
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PLEASE WELCOME
THEIR FOUNDER,
BRADLEY. HE'S THE
ANGRIEST RICH GUY
YOU'LL EVER MEET.

UNMOTIVATED SALES GUY

MY SLIDES ARE BLANK

BECAUSE NO ONE TOLD

ME WHAT OUR PRODUCT
) DOES.

Dilbert.com DilbertCartoonist@gmail.com

AND I DON'T
HAVE A COMPELLING
REASON TO FIND OUT
BECAUSE I DON'T WORK
ON COMMISSION.

11-2%-1l ©2011 Scott Adams, INC./Dist. by Universal Uchick

IF ANYONE ASKS
WHY YOU DIDN'T
PLACE AN ORDER, WOULD
YOU MIND SAYING YOU
HAVE BUDGET ISSUES?
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2011-December-07

1
8| YOU STOLE AN HOUR |
AND THAT'S MY = ] T WENT
COMMENTS? §] INSIDEMEDIED.I |3} |ouEX— HURT YOU
3 WILL NEVER HAVE | PECTA—  TF YOURE
§| ANOTHER GOOD DAY. |3
) 8 ¢] TIONS.  ALREADY
3 g DEAD.
g : )
o ‘/ELE 5 g
w
g 8
b5 =
5 5
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