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TRIDENT submarines will
carry a maximum of 96
warheads with the same
firepower as that carried by
the Polaris boats.

Defence Secretary Malcolm
Rifkind said last month that
each Trident submarine, which
had the potential to carry 128
warheads, may in fact carry
'significantly fewer' than 96 —
though he did not believe it
would be in the interests of the
country to be more specific.

Savings would not in any
case be great, since warheads
cost hundreds of thousands,
rather than millions of pounds.

Negotiations
Mr Rifkind confirmed Brit-

ain's readiness to participate
fully in negotiations to secure a
comprehensive nuclear test ban
treaty and called for closer co-
ope ra t ion w i t h France on
nuclear matters.

HMS Vanguard, the first of
the Trident boats, is due to go
out on her first patrol late next
year or early in 1995.

Second of the class, HMS
Victorious, was rolled out at
Barrow-in-Furness in Septem-
ber and is due to begin contrac-
tors sea trials next year.
• Vanguard simulator opened
—see Page 33.

• HMS Avenger escorts the rust-
streaked Poseidon into Portsmouth
after she was found to be carrying
three tons of cannabis resin.

ANTI-DRUGS operations involving British warships and naval heli-
copters have together netted narcotics with a street value of £87
million

In the Atlantic, Type 21 frigate HMS Avenger provided the long arm of the law as
naval personnel and Customs officials boarded the West Indies registered vessel
Poseidon laden with three tons of cannabis resin worth £7 million.

Meanwhile in a separate
incident in the Caribbean,
Avenger's sister-ship HMS
Active recovered an esti-
mated £80 million worth of
cocaine from the sea.

Avenger was called in to help
Customs investigators working

OUCH! THAT'S A WINNER
"NO PAIN No Gain" is the title of this picture
which put PO(PHOT) Paul Cowpe among the
winners in this year's Peregrine Trophy com-
petition for Royal Navy photographers.

Paul, serving with HQ Royal Marines, took
two prizes — for the RM Portfolio which in-

cluded this picture, and for a similar photo-
graph which won the Personnel at Work class.

Overall winners of the Trophy were
members of the Photographic Section at RN
air station Culdrose. Their work and other win-
ning entries will appear in our next edition.

under the codename Operation
Dash. The frigate was assisted
by fishery protection vessel
HMS Guernsey and tanker
RFA Olna with Sea King air-
craft embarked. They tracked
the Poseidon and boarded her
700 miles south-west of Land's
End.

Prize crew
Armed forces personnel and

Customs men were p u t ' o n
board the 930-ton ship by
Olna's helicopters while the
Avenger provided a prize crew
and escorted the West Indies
vessel into Portsmouth.

Six men and a woman were
arrested by Customs and held
in custody in Avenger unti l the
ships reached port.

Even the Poseidon's cat,
nicknamed Mogadon by naval
personnel, was taken into cus-
tody • - to be put into
quarantine.

The arrest of the Poseidon
was the c u l m i n a t i o n of a
lengthy and covert Customs
operation during which the ves-
sel's movements were tracked
She is t h o u g h t to be the
mother-ship which supplied 2.7
tons of cannabis seized at
Litt lehampton on the South
Coast at the same time as the
boarding was taking place.

Praising the Navy's role in
Operation Dash, Armed Forces
Minister Mr Jeremy Hanley
said: "I am delighted the Royal
Navy was able to assist our col-

• Turn to Page 3

Season's
greetings
to one
and all
HOME thoughts go out to
a total of 18 warships
and RFAs destined to be
away on duty this
Christmas.

HMS Campbeltown will be
on patrol in the Gulf while
the fishery protection vessel
HMS Lindisfarne will be at
sea in home waters.

HMS Active as West In-
dies Guardship will spend
Christmas in Tampa, Florida;
Armil la Patrol destroyer
HMS Glasgow will be in
Penang.

In the Mediterranean, HMS
Invincible will be in Malta;
HMS Sheffield in Naples;
RFA Olwen in Suda Bay,
Crete; RFA Fort Austin in
Trieste; and RFA Sir Geraint
alongside Split.

SANCTIONS
HMS Southampton will be

with Standing Naval Force
Atlantic operating UN sanc-
tions in the Adriatic. HM
ships Newcastle and Dum-
barton Castle will be on sta-
tion in the South Atlantic
while RFA Diligence will be
alongside in the Falkland
Islands.

Meanwhile HMS Endur-
ance will spend Christmas in
Rio de Janeiro and HMS
Hecla in the Brazilian port of
Maceio. Armilla Patrol sup-
port ships RFAs Bayleaf and
Brambleleaf will spend the
festive season in Dubai; RFA
Oaklea will stand down in
Port Canaveral, Florida, and
RFA Resource will be
employed on Operation
Grapple.
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A PLAQUE marking the
departure from HMS Dol-
phin of the First Submarine
Squadron has been unveiled
at the base by Lady Field-
house, widow of Admiral of
the Fleet Lord Fieldhouse,
one of the most renowned
former Flag Officer Sub-
marines.

Departure of the Squadron to
Devonport coincided with the
annual reunion at Dolphin of
the Submarine Old Comrades
Association. The plaque is in-
scribed with the badge of SM1
and was presented by members
of the squadron out of funds
raised at a barbecue and dance
held in July.

Among those present for the
unveiling were the current Flag
Officer Submarines, Vice-Ad-
miral Toby Frere; the current
Captain of SMI, Capt. Paul
Branscombe; and the first Cap-
tain SMI, Capt. Napier RN
(retd).

Code of
safety
adopted
for subs
A CODE of Practice gov-
erning the conduct of Bri-
tish and other Nato sub-
marines operating in coastal
waters used by fishing ves-
sels has been fo rma l ly
adopted by the Ministry of
Defence.

Publication of the code has
been announced in Parliament
by the Minister of State for the
Armed Forces, Mr Jeremy
Hanley and follows a major ef-
fort by the Royal Navy to im-
prove the safety of fishing ves-
sels operating in waters used by
dived submarines.

The code will apply in desig-
nated areas off the West Coast
of Scotland and south of Devon
and Cornwall and has been
drawn up in consultation with
representatives of the fishing
industry.

FEWER OPS
Measures being taken in-

clude a reduction in dived
operations, mandatory separa-
tion distances which must be
observed by submarines, re-
vised instructions to command-
ing officers in the event of a
suspected collision and im-
proved communications and
c o n s u l t a t i o n procedures
between the Navy and fisher-
men.

They incorporate the Sub-
facts scheme introduced and
developed initially in the Clyde
exercise areas.

Subfacts has already been ex-
tended to a wider area off Scot-
land and now also applies to
the exercise areas off the south-
west cost of England. The radio
scheme is designed to inform
sea users of planned submarine
activity 24 hours in advance.

Victory note
discovered

A LETTER more than 100
years old has been found sand-
wiched between timbers on
board HMS Victory.

It was discovered by ship-
wrights who were carrying out
restoration work and reads:
"This deck was laid October
27th 1886 by Naval Shipwright
Pensioners. Jas Lockyear, lead-
ing man Mr M. Phillips Chief
Carpenter RN in charge."

Sarajevo girl finds refuge at RN school

Bosnian refugee Lejla Golof works at a computer console
at her new school — the Royal Naval School for Girls. Her
classmates are (from left) Kathy Thomas, Claire von Rib-
beck and Pippa Young.

SARAJEVO refugee Lejla Golof (16) has
found a new home of learning at the Royal
Naval School for Girls at Haslemere,
Surrey.

Lejla, who was evacuated from Croatia by a
charitable organisation, spoke no English when
she arrived in Britain barely nine months ago.
Now she is a star pupil at the Haslemere school;
where she is studying maths, physics and
chemistry at A-level.

She left Bosnia and then Croatia with her
mother and 14-year-old brother, at first living on
income support in Birmingham where she at-
tended comprehensive school. She then went
to tertiary college for English tuition before the
RN School for Girls offered her a place.

Despite her concern about her father, who is
still in former Yugoslavia and from whom she
has not heard for four months, Lejla is pro-

gressing extremely well and is described by the
school's headmistress, Dr Jill Clough, as being
a delightful pupil able to speak "amazingly
good" English.

Lejla, who has her sights on becoming a doc-
tor, has been provided with two years' free
board by the school, while parents of other
pupils contribute towards her pocket money
and funds for her uniform.

Ship 'adoption'
Now Dr Clough is hoping that Lejla's funding

may be further improved if a Royal Navy ship or
establishment would "adopt" her, as well as
help towards further sponsorship which would
allow another Bosnian refugee to take advan-
tage of the school's facilities. Dr Clough esti-
mates that there are between 40 and 50 such
children in different schools in the UK.

HECLA PARTY TIME
FOR STREET KIDS

THESE former street
ch i ld ren from Brazi l
found a pirates' party
greatly to their l iking
when the survey ship
HMS Hecla hosted them
during her visit to Natal,
in the nor th of the
country.

The guests were from a
local orphanage which cares
for 3,000 children, most of
them abandoned urchins
rescued from the streets of
the town.

Dur ing her current , six-
month deployment to the
South Atlantic, Hecla's pro-
gramme also includes visits to
the Brazilian ports of Ilheus,
Rio de Janeiro, Vitoria — and
Maceio for Christmas.

In Natal, where she was the
first Royal Naval ship to visit
for five years, she attracted
more than 1,000 local people as
well as widespread publicity on
regional TV and radio and in
the press.

Pipe dream comes true
for Navy's tartan clan

NAVAL piping is reviving
after a decade-long lapse.
A Royal Naval Piping So-
ciety has been formed with
a membership of 21 com-
petent pipers intent on
"promoting and advancing
Highland bagpipe music"
in the Service.

The original RNPS was
formed in 1951 with the Duke
of Edinburgh as patron and
Admiral of the Fleet Viscount
Cunningham as president.
Although initially strong, the
society was closely linked
with the pipe band formed at
HMS Caledonia and was dis-
solved when Caledonia
closed in the early 1980s.

An attempt to revive the so-
ciety failed in 1898. However,
in March a second bid was
more successful following ar-
ticles in Navy News, the
national press and Piping
Times.

The society's pipers, many
of whom serve in the South of
England, include two of
national competition standard
and three able to instruct.

Longer-term aim of the
RNPS is to participate in
national events, to put on a
display of piping at the annual
RN Volunteer Band Festival.

Five pipers practice for the first public performance of members of the newly reformed RN Pipers
Society. They played alongside Royal Marines musicians at HMS Nelson's Divisions on Trafalgar
Day. They are (from left) Cdr. Campbell de Burgh of MOD(PE) Bath, Lt. Paul Methven on course at
HMS Sultan, Constructor Cdr. Bill Gass of Flag Officer Surface Flotilla staff, Lt Ewan Wharrie of
HMS Daedalus and CPO Paddy Grayell of FOSF.

Gannet
wins
new
status
HMS Gannet, the Navy's
most northerly air base in
Britain, has been granted
the status of a Naval Air
Station.

The a n n o u n c e m e n t was
made by Flag Officer Naval
Aviation, Rear-Admiral Ian
Garnett, at ceremonial divi-
sions which marked the sta-
tion's two-yearly inspection by
the Admiral's staff.

Development of the base in
recent years has included new
hangars, accommodation, sick
bay and meteorological office.
There will be further work to
improve office facilities as ele-
ments of 826 Naval Air Squad-
ron — formerly based at Cul-
drose — have now
amalgamated with Gannet-
based 819 NAS. The expanded
squadron will provide aircraft
for Royal Fleet Auxiliary and
frigate patrols.

During his visit to Gannet,
Admiral Garnett presented the
Queen's Commendation for
Brave Conduct to LACMN
Richard Fox. Richard was
winched down to a small ledge
3,000ft up on Ben Lui, Argyll a
year ago to rescue an injured
climber.

Putting himself at risk in a
stormy night, Richard discon-
nected himself from the winch
wire to manoeuvre the casualty
into a stretcher for winching on
board the Sea King helicopter.

Malaysia
medal
proposal
FORMER soldier Peter Daw-
son is enlisting the help of all
members of the armed forces
who served in Malaysia since
1941 in his efforts to encourage
the Malaysian Government to
issue a new campaign medal.

He is asking for the personal
and service details of those who
were in Malaya and Singapore
during the Second World War,
or who took part in the Malaya
Emergency, or the Indonesian
Confrontation.

A spokesman at the Malay-
sian High Commission in Lon-
don told Navy News that once
Mr Dawson had accumulated
this information the official pro-
posal to cast a Malaysian cam-
paign medal must be made on a
Govern men t-to-Govern men t
basis.

Mr Dawson is circulating a
letter throughout ex-Service as-
sociations and the Royal British
Legion. He would welcome in-
formation at 9 Park Avenue
East, Keyworth, Nottingham
NG12 5JZ. Tel: 0602 373157.
Fax: 0602 375576.
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DRUGS
BUST

• From front page
leagues in Customs and Excise.
I consider this to be an excel-
lent result."

A spokesman for Customs
and Excise told Navy News
that the seven people arrested
— two Germans, two French-
men and three Croat men —
had been charged with import-
ing cannabis.

"Getting the mother-ship
was a real bonus for us, but we
couldn't have done it without
the help of the Royal Navy. It's
not the first t ime they've
helped us in this way and I'm
sure it won't be the last. We are
always impressed by the profes-
sional way they go about it."

In the Caribbean, alert look-
outs in HMS Active brought
about the seizure of more than
three-quarters of a ton of co-
caine with an estimated street
value of £80 million.

Sixteen bales of the drug
were recovered from the sea 20
miles east of the British Virgin
Islands after sailors on watch
spotted them floating in the
water.

The ship's seaboats and her
Lynx helicopter took part in the
operation to recover the bales
which had been waterproofed
and wrapped in hessian. They
were passed to police at Tor-
tolla where they were found to
weight 0.8 metric tonnes.

"This has been a very suc-
cessful day for us," Active's
commanding officer, Capt.
Chris Beagley, told Navy News.
"It highlights the importance of
good teamwork and alert look-
outs."

Since she arrived on station
as West Indies Guardship in
September, much of Active's
time has been spent as part of
the multi-national force of war-
ships enforcing UN sanctions
against Haiti.

The international fleet also
involves Active's support tank-
er RFA Oakleaf and ships from
the USA, Canada, Netherlands,
France and Argentina.

Active has been boarding
vessels to verify that their car-
goes do not infringe sanctions
aimed at restoring democracy
to Haiti.
• Dryad's crook busters —
page 9
• Newsview — page 16

• Below: HMS Active's sea-
rider comes alongside the
frigate with four of the bales of
cocaine she found in the
Caribbean.

Bravery of sub
fire medic

A PETTY officer who
risked his own life to
save a shipmate trapped
by fire has been present-
ed with the Queen's
Commendat ion for
Brave Conduct.

The incident occurred on
April 30 last year when fire
broke out in the switch-
board room of the nuclear-
powered submarine HMS
Turbulen t alongside at
Devonport.

A member of the submarine's
crew fell through an open es-
cape scu t t l e and became
trapped, losing his breathing
apparatus.

Smoke from the fire had be-
come a serious danger, and
knowing this, and with com-
pleted disregard for his own
safety, PO MA Chris Checkley
went to the aid of his shipmate.

Unconscious
He gave his own face mask to

the casualty and evacuated him
to safety. However, without a
clean air supply himself, PO
MA Checkley drifted in and
out of consciousness on several
occasions and eventually had
himself to be rescued by a
search party.

PO MA Checkley is now a
member of the crew of HM
Submarine Trenchant, and he
was presented with the Com-
mendation by the commanding
office of that boat, Cdr. Philip
Mathias.

PO MA Checkley's wife and
two sons were present for the
occasion which was followed by
an informal reception in the se-
nior rates mess on board.

Rivers'
last
run

AT the end of their final voy-
age — exercises off Plymouth
and a trip to St Malo — HMS
Helford, Carron, Number,
Dovey and Waveney enter
Portsmouth to pay off for
disposal.

Together with HMS Orwell
and Spey they had given 250
reservists their last major
training period in their own
dedicated ships, ending 46
years' training in MCMVs.

The Tenth MCM Squadron
disbands on March 31, the re-
maining four River Class ves-
sels transferring to other
roles. The Inshore Training
Squadron will then form within
the Minor War Vessels Flotilla
as the parent unit for the
remaining Archer Class craft
used for University Royal
Naval Unit Training.

Bands in
conceit

MASSED Bands of the
Royal Marines present the
Mountbatten Festival of
Music at the Royal Albert
Hall on February 16-18 at
7.30pm.

Proceeds from a wide
programme of traditional
and modern military music
will go to the Malcolm Sar-
gent Cancer Fund for Chil-
dren and selected Service
charities.

Tel 071 589 8212 for
tickets from £5 to £19.

e Immortal
Memory

L/C Lee Compton and A/C
Rachel Coumbes lay a wreath
at the place where Nelson
died after Portsmouth Area
Volunteer Cadet Corps' Tra-
falgar Day Parade in the star-
board arena of HMS Victory.

IN BRIEF
FOUR Royal Marines have set
up a new world record for ab-
seiling by descending 3,627ft
down a potash mine in
Cleveland.

It represents the Royal
Marines' third abseiling entry
in "The Guinness Book of Re-
cords". They are already record
holders for the highest abseil
from a building and for endur-
ance abseiling as reported in
the November edition of Navy
News.

Meeting up in
the Med

Back by popular demand,
the National Maritime
Museum's "Pirates" exhibi-
tion will be open until January
9.

D D D

Fleet Air Arm personnel
from Trinidad and Tobago who
lost their lives in World War II
are included on a new Aviation
Memorial at the Chaguaramas
Military History and Aviation
Museum.

Standing Naval Force
Mediterranean — flagship
HMS Edinburgh — was
paying a visit to Haifa, Isra-
el last month — the first by
a full NATO squadron.

Earlier, the Type 42 destroy-
er had been visited while on
patrol in the Adriatic by the
Commander-in-Chief Fleet,
Admiral Sir Hugo White —
who met up again with his for-
mer valet , LStd Michael
Bishop.

The Edinburgh has been in
the Mediterranean since July
and became flagship of Com-
modore Alastair Ross in Sep-
tember when STANAV-
FORMED came under British
command.

Her role is to help enforce
United Nations resolutions
covering the former Yugosla-
via, which involves monitoring
and boarding shipping suspect-
ed of breaching the embargo.

She will be relieved on sta-
tion by HMS Chatham this
month and is due to return
home to Rosyth before
Christmas.
• Right: Another reunion —
POAEA (WL) Steve Macmillan
had his first run ashore with his
brother Jonathon when HMS
Edinburgh joined HMS Beaver
for a visit to Corfu.

A 15lb Sun Fish named
Nigel is on show at The Sea
Life Centre, Weymouth,
thanks to a party from HMS
Manchester who found him
straying far from home in the
chilly waters of Portland
Harbour.

D D D

Medals and Service Certifi-
cates of PO William Carroll,
killed in action in HMS Her-
mes in 1942 on his way home
after surviving the sinking of
HMS Prince of Wales, and of
CPO Edward Crissup have
been hung on the Wall of Hon-
our at HMS Drake WOs and
Senior Rates Mess.

n n n
A plaque commemorating

the fast minelayer HMS Abdiel
and those who died in her at
Taranto in September 1943
has been unveiled on The Par-
ade at Cowes, Isle of Wight,
where she was built in 1941.

O D D

HMS Gannet (1878), the last
r e m a i n i n g RN sloop being
restored at Chatham Historic
Dockyard, now has her four-
ton 69ft foremast — handmade
using traditional techniques —
stepped.
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THIS YEAR has been
busy within Naval Draft-
ing Division. Warfare
Branch has arrived, rat-
ings have been selected
and courses to cross-
train them have com-
menced in addition to
direct recruiting for the
new branch.

Redundancy Phase Two
has now finished and we are
into Phase Three. The ros-
ters for all sea-going male
and female ratings, with the
exception of submariners
and MAs, have been amal-
gamated and the policy for
ge t t i ng Wrens to sea
continues.

To cap all of this Drafty has
carried out its own re-organisa-
tion so that the new, leaner
Navy has a slimmed down —
but still efficient — organisa-
tion to manage its rating man-
power.

First phase
The changes w i t h i n the

Division are the first phase of a
two-phase re-organisation, with
the second and final change
due to be completed by Decem-
ber 1995. The organisation will
continue to be headed by an
RN Captain as CND, but the
Deputy Captain Naval Draft-
ing has been renamed Staff
Commander and he will have
under him the Advancement/
Promotion Section, Drafting
Co-ordination Office and War
Drafting Control Officer.

There are now five Drafting
Sections, compared with the
original six and they are still
organised along tribal lines and
headed by an appropriate RN
Commander.

These sections are Dl (War-
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Drafty /TCND 's Christmas message //IM

Slimming course
for the drafters

'What's the betting we get the usual disposal instructions from this ungrateful lot!

fare Drafting), D2ME (ME
Drafting), D2WE (non-WB WE
Drafting), D3 (FAA Drafting)
and D4 (S & S, Medical and
Submarine Drafting). This last
section will in future be headed
by a Commander (S)(SM).

Each section will continue to
have appropriate Lieutenant-
Commanders (both serving and

retired) as desk officers. In fact,
the same number of Drafting
Officer posts remain. By Dec
95, the second phase of the re-
organisation will take place.
D2WE and D2ME will amalga-
mate to form D2 (Surface Flo-
tilla Technical Drafting). The
Drafting Commander for this
section will be either a WE or

12 MONTH GUARANTEE SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS

Every clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has
, been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished to a
i beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled glass. We

can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5.
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £57
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59

BUILT IN UK

6" Dial Porthole clock £71
6" Dial Porthole barometer £73
5" Dial Porthole clock £64
5" Dial Porthole barometer £66
3J4" Dial Porthole clock £51
3'/z" Dial Porthole barometer £53
3%" Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112
5" Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138
; Postage and packing, add £3.50 (U.K.) and £20 (overseas) to
Royal Mariner, Dept NN, B. Cooke & Son Ltd., Kingston

Observatory, 58/59, Market Place, Hull HU1 1RH
Q Telephone 0482 223454/224412, Fax 0482 2197933

Make someone
pleased you read
this ad today
•*7our choice of flowers,
]Lfresh-cut in Guernsey,

flown direct from the grower
in handsome white
presentation boxes to any
address in Great Britain
with your personal
message.

Sovereign Flowers are
available all year round.

' TICK BOX

D Single Red Rose £6.00
D 1 doz Red Roses £16.50
D 2 doz Red Roses £24.65
D 1 doz Mixed Roses £15.90
D 10 Pink Carnations £12.20

D 10 Mixed Carnations £12.15
D 20 Mixed Carnations £16.15
D 20 Freesias £13.30
D 40 Freesias £16.50
D De Luxe Mixture £21.90

YOUR NAME & ADDRESS (BLOCK CAPITALS)

RECIPIENTS NAME & ADDRESS:

Delivery required by (DATE)
(Not Monday)

I enclose Cheque/Postal Order for n
or debit my Credit Card No: L,.

Send to address below. Also 24 hr. Answerphone.
For more than one order use separate sheet of paper

Christmas Orders
by 11th December

please

Sovereign Flying Florist
LA CHAUMETTE NURSERY, FOREST, GUERNSEY. C.I
Tel. International to UK PLUS 0481 64174

LJelex. 4191677 SOVROS G. Fax. 0481 65250

ME specialist.
The names of ratings selected

for release under the third
phase of the redundancy pro-
gramme have all been promul-
gated. This should mean that as
they leave the Service over the
next 12 months, the Navy will
return to the correct manpower
balance where the requirement
for manpower and the available
manpower numbers are equal.

Notice
This w i l l mean tha t the

chances of early PVR release,
easy in times of manpower sur-
plus, will reduce markedly and
may become non-existent for
some categories.

Remember when submitting
18 months notice, you may
have to serve the fu l l 18
months. Don't accept a job,
submit your notice and then ex-
pect to be released to start it.
Obviously, whenever we can

help we will, but don't bank on
it.

While on the subject of re-
lease, those who leave in 1994
under redundancy must move
quickly to make sure they can
achieve the i r reset t lement
training. For those who are re-
dundant, time to release is very
short and in many cases reliefs
and ship and submarine pro-
grammes will make early re-
lease very difficult.

Courses
Think ahead if you are leav-

ing on redundancy, find out
what resettlement you wish to
do and if it does not fit into
your programme, or courses are
all booked, tell your Divisional
Officer. He can see if other
arrangements can be made and
if all fails at local level, then tell
NDD who may be able to help.

Often Drafty only gets to
hear of resettlement problems
when individuals are on termi-
nal leave when it is too late to
do anything about it.

It is an old chestnut, but one
that keeps re-occurring: Drafty
does not alter Schemes of Com-
plement (SOC). All amend-
ments should be directed to
DNMP via the appropriate ad-
min authority. We can only
draft to what is specified on the
SOC. If you want somebody
different, get it changed.

12-month rule
Don't forget that for the dele-

tion and creation of billets, a
12-month rule is in force. This
protects individuals in billets
due for deletion and ensures
the correct drafting notice for
individuals in new billets.

If we can move people at less
than 12 months' notice without
disadvantaging individuals we
will, but in many cases NDD
has to use the full 12 months.

Finally, I wish all of you and
your families a very happy
Christmas and a peaceful New
Year.

Tell us
what
YOU
want!

I WROTE in last year's
Christmas message of the
need to keep Drafty up to
date with your personal cir-
cumstances and prefer-
ences. Unfortunately a sig-
nificant minority have not
heeded this.

This does mean that some
may have missed out on consi-
deration for some of the short
notice, interesting billets that
have come up, as well as for
some of the more routine but
attractive jobs. The message is
clear — let Drafty know of your
preferences and personal cir-
cumstances on Forms C230 and
C240.

We are not clairvoyant. We
still have an individual with
Chatham as a first preference
and in general the more senior
people are, the more out of date
are the preferences held at
Centurion.

In a recent edition of Navy
News a rating was asking for a
swop draft from Scotland to
anywhere in England. Investi-
gation by his Drafting Section
revealed that he was in PQ
4041 (additional manpower).

All ratings in this PQ are
drafted to their preference area
while awaiting a complement
billet and this rating's "misfor-
tune" was of his own making;
his last DPC clearly stating that
he was a volunteer for Scot-
land. Again, an up-to-date DPC
is crucial when Drafty tries to
satisfy individual preferences.

' . . . and no time off for good
behaviour!'

DAVID GOES ON A
NOTE OF TRIUMPH

THERE was a distinct note of triumph
when Cdr David Vaughan relinquished
command of Britain's newest nuclear-
powered submarine.

To celebrate his departure from HMS Triumph
at Devpnport, a pair of Triumph motorcycles
from Bridge Street Motorcycles, Exeter, turned
up to escort the outgoing commanding officer.

Cdr Vaughan, who joined Triumph when she
was still in build at VSEL's Barrow-in-Furness

yard, is pictured here with the motorbikes and
members of the submarine crew.

Since she entered service, Triumph's activi-
ties have included a long out-of-area deploy-
ment in the Indian Ocean during which she be-
came the first SSN to dive in the Gulf. She has
also visited Western Australia and Singapore.

Cdr Vaughan takes up appointment as Com-
mander of the RN Submarine School in HMS
Dolphin, Gosport. He has been relieved as com-
manding officer of Triumph by Lt Cdr Roy
Weberstadt.
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Ships of the Royal Navy No. 457

ttfATHERSTONE'S
have it

FIRST of the three HM
ships Atherstone was an
810 ton paddle mine-
sweeper. She served dur-
ing the First World War in
the the Firth of Forth area
and the Number and was
paid off in 1924.

The second ship of the
name was the first Type I Hunt
Class destroyer. Built by Cam-
mell Laird, Birkenhead, she
was completed in March 1940.

While off Ramsgate with a
convoy in September 1940
she was bombed and severely
damaged, but thereafter
earned herself a reputation as
a lucky ship.

Following repairs at
Chatham she returned to ser-
vice. In February 1942, she
and the Polish-manned Hunt
Kujiawak intercepted and de-
stroyed two German coasters
off Aldemey. The following
month, the Atherstone escort-
ed the Coastal Forces craft on
the open sea passages to and
from the successful raid on
the locks at St Nazaire.

After a refit she was allocat-
ed to the Mediterranean Fleet
and operated in the Western
Med until the invasion of Sicily
in July 1943. After escorting
an assault convoy to the as-
sault area for the Salerno in-
vasion, the Atherstone formed
part of the close escort which
covered the return of the bad-
ly damaged battleship
Warspite.

Throughout most of 1944
HMS Atherstone operated
from Malta with the 18th De-
stroyer Flotilla, escorting con-
voys in the Mediterranean. In
August 1944 she was includ-
ed in the forces which cover-
ed the invasion of the south of
France and, thereafter, she
operated mainly in the Eas-
tern Mediterranean and in the
Aegean.

In December, following
transfer to the 5th Destroyer
Flotilla at Alexandria, the Ath-
erstone undertook two patrols
in the Adriatic, hunting for
German coastal craft among
the Dalmation Islands. On the
second of these, her consort,
HMS Aldenham, was mined
and sank with heavy loss of
life. HMS Atherstone recov-
ered the 63 survivors.

The Lucky Atherstone paid
off in October 1945 and was
reduced to the reserve. In
November 1957 she was
towed to the Clyde for break-
ing up.
• Fortunately, the good luck
seems to have been inherited
along with the name by the
present MCMV. As her prede-
cessor came through the
Second World War relatively
unscathed, the present HMS
Atherstone sailed safely
home from the Gulf conflict
after being at the very fore-
front of mine clearance opera-
tions during the hostilities.

Recently awarded the WPA
Mine Warfare Efficiency Tro-
phy, today's HMS Atherstone
glories in the nickname
Happystone.

Facts
and

figures
Pennant no. M38.
Launched: 1.3.86. Commis-
sioned: 30.1.87. Displace-
ment: 625 tonnes. Length:
60 metres. Beam: 10m.
Draught: 3.25m. Arma-
ment: 40mm Bofors. Mine
warfare: 2 PAP104 Mine
Disposal Vehicles. Propul-
sion: 2 x Paxman Deltic 9-
59K diesels; 1 x Paxman
Deltic 9-55 auxiliary diesel.
Shafts: 2 plus bow thrust
unit for minehunting.
Speed: 15 knots; 8 hydrau-
lic drive. Range: 1,500
miles at 12 knots. Combat
Data Systems: CAAIS DBA
4 action data automation.
Radar: navigation — Kelvin
Hughes Type 1006; I Band.
Sonars: Plessey Type
193M, hull-mounted; mine-
hunting, 100/300 kHz. Mil
Cross mine avoidance so-
nar; hull-mounted; active;
high frequency. Type 2059
addition to track PAP104.
Ship's company: 48.

POSTCARDS of Ships of the
Royal Navy are obtainable at 65p
each (minimum order £1.95) from
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Ports-
mouth P01 3HH. An order for 12
cards is priced at £7 and a stand-
ing order for the supply of each of
12 cards on publication can be
arranged on receipt of E10.50/
foreign £12. Prices include
postage and packing, and post-
cards will be despatched on re-
ceipt of stamps, postal order or
cheque. No postcards are

•stocked of ships which paid off
before 1956.

BACK!
REJOINING the hunt after a lengthy refit is HMS
Atherstone, which will be rededicated at her home
base of Portsmouth on December 3. Guest of honour
will be Mrs Amy Jarvis, the ship's sponsor.

Basic Operational Sea Controlled Mine Disposal Sys-
tem (virtually miniature sub-
marines controlled from the
ship and capable of laying ex-
plosives to detonate mines or

Training followed the com-
pletion of the Atherstone's
refit, her first major over-
haul since build in 1986.
The refit was a milestone
for Rosyth Royal Dockyard
as it was the yard's first
commercial Hunt refit won
by bidding against Vospers
in Southampton.

Further trials and exercises
in the Forth and Clyde areas
follow before HMS Atherstone
joins the MCMV On Call
Force, scheduled for the begin-
ning of March.

Hunt class Mine Counter
Measures Vessels like HMS
Atherstone are amongst the
world's most sophist icated
minewarfare ships. They are
able both to sweep and hunt for
all types of buoyant and ground
mines.

Largest
The Atherstone was built by

Vosper Thornycroft at Wopl-
ston and accepted into service
in December 1986. Sixty me-
tres in length and displacing
625 tonnes, the Hunt class are
the largest glass reinforced plas-
tic vessels afloat.

GRP was chosen because it is
non-magnetic — some mines
are detonated by the magne-
tism of passing ships — and can
resist the shock loads of under-
water explosions.

Mines are destroyed by
sweeping them with towed wire
and influence sweeps or are
hunted using high definition
sonar and then destroyed by
use of explosives.

These are placed either by
diver or by the ship's Remote

surveying the sea bed using
television cameras).

Accuracy
Like her sisters, the Ather-

stone relies heavily on compu-
ters both to ensure accuracy of
navigation within a mined area
and also for most aspects of
minewarfare, the task for which
she was principally designed.
However, she is also equipped
with a 40mm gun and can un-
dertake general patrol duties.

Powered by two Deltic diesel
engines driving fixed propellers
through ahead/astern clutches
and reverse reduction gearbox-
es, HMS Atherstone has a top
speed of 15 knots.

To facilitate the slow running
necessary for mine warfare, a
third Deltic provides power via
hydrostatic transmission sys-
tems, air clutches and main
gearboxes. The problems of
manoeuvring at slow speeds are
overcome by the use of a hy-
draulic bow thruster, thus re-
moving the requirement for the
activated rudder system found
in conventional minesweepers
and hunters.

HONOURS
English Channel 1940-42
St Nazaire 1942 North Sea
1942-43 Atlantic 1943 Me-
diterranean 1943 Sicitiy
1943 Salerno 1943 South
of France 1944 Adriatic
1944 Kuwait 1991.
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Child care
to cradle

your career
RECENTLY, there was a great deal of publicity surrounding the former RAF
servicewoman who was awarded £33,000 after being discharged for becoming
pregnant.

While I, and many others,
view the past ruling that
pregnant servicewomen
should be discharged, as
discriminatory and divi-
sive, these were the regula-
tions we accepted at the
time.

I believe the focus should
shift, from past conditions of
service, to the future of service-
women.

Immediately after the com-
pensation announcement a
MOD spokesman appeared on
television and was subsequent-
ly quoted in the press saying
that ALL establishments have
creches and f a c i l i t i e s for
children.

After enquiries in Plymouth,
Portsmouth and Rosyth, I have
been unable to find child care
provision on any Naval base,
though there are plans for one
creche in HMS Drake from
next April.

There is a great risk that now
the Services have al lowed
mothers to stay in, they feel
nothing more needs to be done.

The fact is, the Services have
done little to enable women to
take up this option. Child care
provision would be one way of
redress ing th i s .
Lieut.RN(W).

Dauntless's
Lucky Jim

THE demise of the WRNS left
me feeling rather sad — but
brought back many happy
memories.

"They call him Lucky Jim"
ran the headline in the News of
the World when they heard I
had the rare honour and privi-
lege of serving with the WRNS
at HMS Dauntless back in
1961-62, when the t r a i n i n g
establishment at Burghfield,
Berks was run by the late Supt.
Margaret Drummond.

The Ship's Company were a
w o n d e r f u l bunch of ladies
whom I will never forget. They
were great to work with —
nothing was ever too much ef-
fort or trouble, ask any of them
for help or advice and it was
always willingly and cheerfully
given.

LETTERS to the Editor
should always be accom-
panied by the correspon-
dent's name and address,
not necessarily for
publication.

My father became terminally
ill just after I joined and was
taken to the Royal Berkshire
Hospital. I was immediately
told I could have any time 1
wanted off to visit him with no
need to inform anyone — that
was the measure of t h e i r
t h o u g h t f u l n e s s and under-
standing.

I was rated Leading Seaman
while at Dauntless — and I was
the only man in the Navy at
that time to have his new ID
card (replacing the old pay
book) stamped 'WRNS, HMS
Dauntless, Burghfield'. — L. J.
B. Butler, Easton, Portland.

Women's
work

I STILL have fond memories of
the Wrens I met in Chatham
Barracks — they were first and
foremost members of the
female sex and not just women
mechanics in uniform.

I am quite happy to see the
ladies carry out work of a
highly technical nature — but I
would prefer them not to have
oil and grease under their fin-
gernails and to spare them the
indignity of leaving their last
meal in the nearest bucket in
less than calm weather.

Furthermore, I have no wish
to see any of them as a female
version of Simon Weston in the
event of future hostilities. — F.
W. Kinsey, Hars ton ,
Cambridge.

Stoned by
Glasgow

IN the September Navy News
HMS Sultan claimed to be the
first Navy tug of war team to
have been placed in the top five
of each category at the Royal
Tournament.

I beg to differ on that score!
In 1951 I was the coach of the
heavyweight team (100 stones)
which actually won the Royal
Navy Championship pul l ing
against Portsmouth and De-
vonport gunnery schools, both
beaten by two straight pulls.

In the inter-services we were
beaten by the RAOC Feltham
— no disgrace, they being inter-
service and Al l E n g l a n d
champions!

To make our championship
win it must be understood that
my 100 stone team came from

Editorial and Business address: Barham Block, HMS
Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 3HH
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the cruiser HMS Glasgow —
the only ship's team ever to win
at Earls Court. It comprised a
mixed bag of rat ings and
though our supporters were
obviously outnumbered by the
huge crowd of Pompey and
'Oggy Oggy' fans we could still
hear them shouting through the
din.

Our medals were presented
by Lord Montgomery. If any of
the team would like to get in
touch with me I'd welcome
their letters. — J. V. Denholm,
Raumati South, New Zealand.

Keep
your
hood

on
WHILE watching the start
of the Round the World
yacht race I was appalled
to see the saluting gun
crew aboard one of Her
Majesty's finest not wear-
ing anti-flash hood or
gloves.

Is this now a common
occurrence, as I have not
see a signal or DCI or been
told about it? If an accident
happened, who would be
liable?

In my 8'/2 years in the
Navy I have always had to
wear anti-flash for larger
calibre guns, even when
using the 7.64mm line
throwing attachment. With-
out it, I think it is not only
bad practice but unsafe. —
LS(M) L. Elliott, HMS
Scylla.

All hopes
sunk for

stewards?
I FELT I had to reply to the article in October's issue about
foreign drafts for the S&S. It listed the billets available to my
particular branch (Stewards) and stated that C240s are re-
quired if interested.

What the article failed to
point out was that these billets
tend to be for General Service
ratings only and that Submar-
iner Stewards are discriminated
against when Foreign and even
UK shore are available.

For example, in the Devon-
port area, home of the Second
Submarine Squadron, there are
seven T-class boats each carry-
ing a LSTD and two Stewards.

It seems somewhat inade-
quate that there are only two
shore drafts for Submariner

Stewards in the Port area, these
being Captain SM2 residence
for a LStd and a PO Steward's
billet at the Stewards School.

Come on, Draf ty — it 's
about time we had a rethink on
shore drafts, both foreign and
UK for Submariner Stewards.
At the end of the day we still do
the same job, both SM and GS.

You never know, one day we
might even get a Submariner
Steward working at the resi-
dence of Flag Officer Submar-
ines. — POSTD N. S. Mait-
laml, HMS Turbulent.

Letters
Europa no

hotel
I AGREE with S. W. Bowman's
comments about the Europa
minesweepers (October issue). I
served in these vessels for five
years in the war, in home wa-
ters and the Med.

What with the menace of
mines, rough seas, E-boats and
air raids on convoys — and
poor quarters — the people
who manned these vessels ex-
perienced some very hard times
and deserve more publicity. —
A. Etherton, Dorking.

Marc dub do
Navy News

ON reading 'Monument to the
Midgets' (October issue) I was
interested in finding the loca-
tion of 'Loch Cairnbawn' on
the West Coast of Sutherland.

The spelling caught my eye as

there is no letter 'w' in the
Gaelic alphabet. After much
perusal of maps and charts I
finally found the loch in ques-
tion — Namely Loch a'Cairn
Bhain — translating as the
Loch of the Whi te Rocks
(Stones).

It is a great pity that slack
pronunciation of the South Bri-
tish spoils the sound and spell-
ing of these beaut i fu l and
expressive Gaelic place names.
— Capt. A. M. Watson, Fur-
nace, by Inverary.

Graveyard
of industry

LIKE Mr. R. E. Thomas I spent
my first year as an Art. App. at
HMS Fisgard. Twenty years

later I attended the Fisgard
Finale and since then I too
have seen a total neglect of the
site.

We have been badly let down
by the RN — they could have
at least preserved the gates.

At least ex juniors can still
visit Ganges or St Vincent and
be reminded of the great days
of RN training. — M. Bell,
Ruislip.

Our silver
selection

MY wife and I have just spent a
week-end at the China Fleet
Club at Saltash, celebrating our
silver wedding.

I think your advert hits it
right on the head — what a
very nice place to use as a base

camp for touring Devon and
Cornwall. — W. Mead, Staines.

Leanders in
the family

I JOINED the RN in 1963 and
my first ship was HMS Leander
— the first of the Class then in
her first commission, which in-
cluded a t r ip to the West
Indies.

Now, 30 years later, my
younger son's first ship is HMS
Scylla, last of the Leanders on
her last commission — and he
has also visited the West Indies
with her.

I shall be at Portsmouth with
the rest of my f ami ly on
December 3 to see the Scylla
enter harbour for the last time
— the end of an era. — I. G.
Spence, Donnington, Telford.

More memorable
mutts

ALTHOUGH many mascots
have been justly rewarded
with bravery medals and
media coverage for excep-
tional service — we are al-
ways hearing about Just
Nuisance of Simonstown
— little recognition has
been given to lesser-
known mutts such as 'Tat-
ters', the pint-sized Chin-
ese pi-dog of HMS Terror
at Singapore, circa 1963-
70.

Tatters was a constant
companion during my time
in Terror — what happened
to him when the base de-
commissioned? — L M.
Mackinnon, Stainton
Cross, Cumbria.

HMS Hythe was one of the
casualties listed in Octo-
ber's 'Fifty years On' — my
brother, PO Bernard Ban-
nell, died (n her and so,
presumably, did her mas-
cot 'Wimpy'. Does anyone
have any more informa-
tion? — G. Bannell, King's
Lynn.
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Fish out of
water

Forgotten
corner

ON a visit to the Gambia we came across what appears to be
the military section of the old colonial cemetery at Banjul
(formerly Bathurst).

There are a number of graves of RN personnel who died in
battle at Mandina in 1894 — from HMS Magpie and Raleigh
and, I believe, Widgeon — and although there is no evidence
of vandalism they are obviously not being maintained.

I wonder, since the centenary of this event is imminent,
whether the War Graves Commission or HMS Raleigh might be
interested in a tidy up? — J. M. Hasney, ex-WOAEA, Gar-

. mouth, Moray.

DESPITE the added res-
ponsibility incurred while
supervising diving opera-
tions, the Ship's Diving Su-
pervisor receives no recom-
pense above that paid to the
divers under his control.

The Army, however, recog-
nises that their Unit Diving Su-
pervisors (comparable to a
Ship's Diving Supervisor) have
taken on an additional work-
load and responsibility and see
fit to reward them financially.

In addition to the lack of any
extra payment for supervising,
there is also no recognition for
the time that the supervisor ex-
pends organising and control-
ling diving operations when he
is unable to enter the water and
qualify for "minutes".

As yet another quarter draws
to a close 1 find that yet again I
am struggling to qualify, not
due to a lack of time spent on
Diving Operations but due to
time spent in the water.

Could not time spent super-
vising contribute towards qua-
lifying time, maybe on the bais
that for every two minu te s
spent superv i s ing one wil l
count towards qualification?

This could be with the caveat
that a minimum time of say 60
m i n u t e s must ac tua l ly be
gained through diving.

The supervisor is after all the
man who must consider all the
safety implications of the dive
and must therefore remain
"current" even though he is not
entering the water.

Unless we start to lopk after
our supervisors, especially in
the lean-manned environment
where no-one has time to spare,
we will lose them. — CRS K. A.
Lewis, POST.

HMY hosts CHOGM
HMY Britannia was the centre of attention at this year's Commonwealth Heads of
Government Meeting at Limassol, Cyprus — making sure the proceedings ran like
clockwork, as usual.

They were wound up with a ceremonial Sunset, performed by the Band of the Royal
Marines and the Ship's Company. Britannia then sailed for Bombay via the Suez
Canal.
• Prime Minister John Major is welcomed on board by the Flag Officer Royal Yachts,

k Rear Admiral Robert Woodard.
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Marines' last
post in Belize

FROM the freezing cold
of Norway to the steam-
ing heat of Belize . . . a
quick change in tem-
perature for 45 Cdo. as
they returned early from
their winter training to
take up their last opera-
tional duties in Belize.

Before leaving for Central
America, commanding officer
Lieut.-Col. David Nicholls de-
scribed their training in Nor-
way as "very, very good prepa-
ration" and, once re-equipped
for the jungle, the Marines left
for, what many later described
as, the best arms training of

ONE of Britain's longest-running operations since the Second
World War, the training of Marines in the jungles of Belize for
war with Guatemala, has come to an end. With the Guatema-
lan government officially recognising the country's existence,
the Marines withdrew last month, handing over to the 2nd
Ghurka Rifles. From January 1 security of Belize will be in the
hands of the Belize Defence Force. Here, 45 Cdo. report on
their last operational duties.

Pictures: LA(Phot) Jim Gibson 45 Cdo. RM.>

their career.
Their busy six-month tour,

which began last May, included'
jungle training and two major
exercises designed to test the
unit's defence of the country.

Duties also included man-
ning observation posts over-

looking Guatemala and main-
taining seven patrols on the
ground at all times — by the
time they left Belize they had
carried out a total of 115 pa-
trols, each of seven-to-ten days
duration.

The jungle patrols, carried

out on foot, by vehicle or boat,
covered a large part of the
country where they supported
police in anti-drugs operations,
monitored illegal immigrants
and illegal logging and checked
on cattle rustling across the
Mexican border.

Swollen rivers
One of the last patrols was

led by Cpl. Charlie Breach of X
Company. Dropped by Puma
into the central southern area
of the country — where there
are no metalled roads and
where wooden plank bridges
are regularly washed away by
swollen rivers — they spent 10
days covering 15-20 kilometres

• Above: Hunting Caye, the "operational" tropical island off the
Belizean mainland.

• Above right: Hunting Caye, the "opera-
tional" tropical island off the mainland of
Belize. 45 Cdo.'s operational tour of the
island included monitoring Guatemalan
ships passing through Belizean waters.

Left: Mayan witchcraft — Mne. Pasha
Munro, of Mortar Troop, with members of
his patrol at the Mayan ruins of Labantuun
in central Belize.

Below: Is the jungle still neutral? Mnes.
Jason Reed and Chris Murphy of X Com-
pany find out what's lurking during their
last operational patrol.

a day, working from patrol
bases.

"We checked villages and
monitored a jungle airstrip for
narcot ics use," said Cpl .
Breach," and we found one vil-
lage and m a n y u n m a r k e d
tracks which weren't even on
the map so the patrol was use-
ful from that point of view."

Conditions under which the
patrols operated were extreme-
ly uncomfortable. All food and
equipment for the 10 days were
carried with them and all water
had to be filtered and sterilised
against cholera and other tropi-
cal diseases. The men were also
encouraged to look out for the
local wildlife which, as well as
poisonous snakes and spiders,
included Jaguars which are
k n o w n to l i v e in Cen t r a l
America!

However, it wasn't all hard
work and no play for the Mar-
ines. The unit took advantage
of some of the excellent adven-

ture training facilities, diving
on the second largest coral reef
in the world, taking part in sky-
diving and mounting climbing
expeditions.

Defence Force
The first of the camps in the

country to be handed over to
the Belize Defence Force was
given up in October by Lieut.
Jonny Norman, the last British
officer in the camp. Most of 45
Cdo.'s patrols were accompa-
nied by two members of the de-
fence force and the unit ran a
training cadre for their junior
leaders to prepare them for the
task they were taking over.

45 Cdo. returned from Belize
at the beginning of last month
in time for some well-earned
leave, after which they begin
their normal cycle of mountain
and cold-weather t r a i n i n g
which, this winter, takes place
in Scotland.
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CATCHING up on world news with
Mne. Colin Stubbs and Capt. Tim
Daniels (below right) is Menonite
farmer Jacob Penner who was
happy to hear the Gulf War had
ended — the pacifist community
shuns all newspapers, radio and
television!

During their six-month tour 45 Cdo.
have helped the Mennonites who are
vulnerable to cattle rustling from
across the country's northern border
with Mexico and their presence in the
area helped cut down this particular
wave of crime.

Fundraising
The people of Belize are a mixture

of Mayan Indians, Hispanics and Car-
ibbeans and Mne. Colin Stubbs has
been involved in over half a dozen
projects with all different racial com-
munities during his tour, raising over
£2,000 for local groups.

Unit MO Lieut. Simon Lee-Smith RN
also spent a great deal of time visiting
outlying villages and dispensing
health care while chaplain Jake Wat-
son helped local schools with the pro-
vision of books and the redecoration
of classrooms.

During their last operational patrol
(below left) Mnes. Chris Murphy (fore-
ground) and Neil Campbell took time
out to say goodbye to a group of Ma-
yan Indians in a village in central
Belize.
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PIRACY IN DRYAD'S SIGHTS
Crook-busting is
new subject at
Maritime School

FOR Captain Paul Can-
ter and the Staff of the
M a r i t i m e Tact ica l
School at HMS Dryad,
gone are the days of
evo lv ing tact ics to
counter the menace of
the Soviet Navy.

Now most of their time is
devoted to h i g h l i g h t i n g
problems and evo lv ing
measures to combat threats
from less sophisticated, but
nevertheless hostile and
well equipped forces around
the world, both militaristic
and criminal in their inten-
tions.

Although much of the work-
load for the school staff in-
volves teaching on the Tactical
Floors through lectures or dis-
cussions encompass ing a l l
aspects of modern maritime
warfare, study periods and
seminars arc taking on increas-
ing importance as media for the
exchange of ideas.

During the past year the
School has conducted seminars
on subjects r ang ing from
counter-narcotics action to in-

Using a floor map of the Singapore Strait, Cdr. David Har-
bun highlights the growing piracy problem during a seminar
for Royal Navy, Royal Marines, US and Australian naval
officers. The seminar represented one of a number of
innovative courses being held at HMS Dryad's Maritime
Tactical School (left) to meet the challenges of a new world
disorder.

shore warfare, while recent
attention has been focused on
piracy which is re-emerging as a
problem to crews of ships in
many parts of the world, partic-
ularly the Far East.

The sophisticated equipment
available to modern pirates, in-
cluding powerboats, radios, im-
age intensifers and modern
weapons enables them to strike
with little or no warning. Fai-
lure to comply with their de-
mands often results in the loss

of life.
In recognition of the need for

prompt action to tackle the
problem, the Maritime Tactical
School seminar investigated the
current piracy threat to ship-
ping and proposed actions that
commanding officers of Royal
Navy warships could take when
on the scene of a p i r a c y
incident.

Officers from the Royal
Navy, Royal Marines, US Navy
and Royal Austral ian Navy

contributed to the seminar, in
addi t ion to representatives
from the Ministry of Defence
and Merchant Navy. A combi-
na t ion of knowledge from
countries worldwide should en-
able the Royal Navy to offer
effective assistance to vessels
involved in a piracy incident.

The M a r i t i m e Tac t ica l
School also leads the Royal
Navy's wargaming effort and
conducts annual wargames not
only for the Commandcr-in-

Chief Fleet, but also for sea-
going Flag Officers including
Commodore A m p h i b i o u s
Warfare.

In May the School hosted an
historic event, a lively wargame
between senior United States,
British and Russian naval offi-
cers. This looked at the proce-
dures to be used when conduct-
ing joint maritime operations
in support of the United Na-
tions and proved that there
were many common areas of

u n d e r s t a n d i n g between al l
three navies.

Despite the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the Warsaw
Pact, the world is still an unset-
tled place with plenty of securi-
ty problems and potential for
conflict.

The knowledge and experi-
ence provided by the Maritime
Tactical School, with a range of
courses, seminars and war-
games, should ensure that offi-
cers are well prepared to meet
the challenges that lie ahead as
the role of the British Armed
Forces moves away from avoid-
ing East-West confrontation,
towards coping with numerous
smaller, less clear military chal-
lenges.

R I T I S H A E R O S P A C E

DEFENCE
SYSTEMS AND SERVICES

The Personnel Department (Ref NN 028), Al Yamamah Business Office, British Aerospace Defence Ltd, Systems and Services Division, Warton, Preston, Lanes PR4 1AX.
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Dryad's blood, sweat and tyres
WHILE the wheels went around, the band played on and the collection buckets for Multiple Sclerosis
sang to the tune of £870 as wheelchair-pushers and members of HMS Dryad's Volunteer Band
covered a 10-mile course from Sainsburys in Fareham to Sainsburys in Portsmouth.

A quick wheel-change drill (left) was execut-
ed enroute by Lieut. Tony Lea (with jack) and
Lieut. John Banister (with tyre) much to the
amusement of an MS volunteer from
Portsmouth.

Meanwhile, fresh from the success of their
cycle ride from Portsmouth to Lisbon are a six-
man team from HMS Dryad, pictured below, who
managed to raise over £1,000 for the KGFS and
the Neo-natal Unit of St Mary's Hospital,
Portsmouth.

Lieut.-Cdr. Jim Drury, WO Steve Will, Lieut. -

Cdr. Ian Stidston, CK Alex Knott, POPT Mai Bad-
ham and Mr Dave Stevens, cycled continually
on a Turbo Trainer during their crossing on
board the P&O ferry Pride of Bilboa where they
raised £200. On docking the team cycled the
remaining 580 miles to Lisbon in three days and
were met by Commodore Michael Bracelin and
his staff at CINCIBERLANT.

While in Lisbon, former England football
manager Bobby Robson, now manager of Sport-
ing Lisbon, gave the Dryad cyclists a tour of the
club.

JOY'S ROSES |
& CUDDLIES *

ORDER EARLY FOR XMAS *
Fresh flowers sent daily from the nursery to any address in the UK or
N. Ireland. Include your own special message to show that you have your
loved one in mind — someone — somewhere is waiting to hear from you.
I 2 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow/Gold (large) £13.85
24 ROSES Red/Pink/Yellow/Gold (large) £18.50
12 CARNATIONS Red/Pink/Mixed £12.50
40 FREESIA Mixed with fern £14.75
BOUQUET Special Mixed £22.50
BOUQUET Pink/Red Carnations/Freesia/Fern £16.50
BOUQUET Roses/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £17.50
BOUQUET Iris-blue/Carnations/Freesia/Fern £14.60
BOUQUET Spray Carnations/Freesia/Fcrn £11.50

Beautiful hand-made "CUDDLIES" British Safety Standard X
SAMMY SEAL White or Silver/Beige 27" long £22.65
PINKY MOTHER
PIG AND PIGLETS Pale Pink 10"/7" long £22.75
BERTIE BADGER Black/White 22" long £22.60
LEO THE LION Brown/Gold lying 1 5" long £1 7.85
Choice of embroidered coloured Jumpers, dark/light blue, red, no more than 12 letters
per three lines, space counts as one letter, e.g. love Daddy, love Phil, Mary's teddy.
WINSTON BEAR Beige/Gold, jointed (d/b*) 19" high £27.80
WINSTON BEAR Gold, jointed (d/b, l/b, r*) 14" high £18.95
BREWSTER BEAR Gold (d/b. l/b, r*) 15" high £14.75
CHUBBY BEAR Gold, jointed (d/b, l/b, r*) 1 1 " high £14.75
Prices + order forms available upon request. All prices include P.P. and VAT

VISA/ACCESS/AM EXP CARDS ACCEPTED
(inc Exp Date)

Please make cheque or P.O. payable to:

JOY'S ROSES AND TOYS, Flamingo, Bas Capelles, St Sampson
Guernsey, C.I. Telephone: (0481) 46708 Fax: (0481) 43406

FANTASY POSTCARDS
24 Beautiful Ladies

Temple Maidens 1 (6 Postcards) £2.40 Space Ladies 1 (6 Postcards) £2.40
Temple Maidens 2 (6 Postcards) £2.40 Space Ladies 2 (6 Postcards) £2.40

Post and Packing: UK and BFPO 60p; Overseas £1.50

—SPECIAL OFFER—
All 4 Sets (24 Postcards) Including postage: UK and BFPO £6.85; Overseas £8.35

Send to: Geoff White Ltd., Rushmoor Lane, Backwell, Bristol BS19 3JA.

Name:

Address...

PLEASE SEND ME: Temple Maidens 1 | | Temple Maidens 2 | |

Space Ladies 1 | | Space Ladies 2 | |

or SPECIAL OFFER: All four sets I I I am enclosing payment of £..

FUN
RUN

THE RN Supply School HMS
Raleigh, took part in the annual
Tri-Service Wheelchair Fun
Marathon at RAF Locking and
raised £300 for the Brit ish
Sports Association for the
Disabled.

At a special charity cabaret
evening, held in the WOs' and
CPOs' Mess, HMS Drake, the
Devonport Field Gun Crew, still
celebrating their victory at
Earls Court, presented a cheque
for £5,000 to the Handicapped
Children's Pilgrimage Trust.

Helping Hands

Shot in the arm for
maritime
museum

THE "big guns" from RN air station Cul-
drose were out in force when a team from
the Buffer's Party helped the Falmouth
Maritime Museum by preparing a site and
mounting a cannon for display outside the
museum.

The six-man team, which included AEM
Tim Mottershead, WRO Deborah Cook,
CPO Mick Ginelly and LA Rod Williams,
were surprised to discover the cannon
weighed nearly 850 kilos but using initia-
tive and sheer muscle the task was swiftly
carried out.

White knights to the rescue
SHIPS, boats or buildings,
no task is beyond the
Buffer's Party in HMS Defi-
ance, so when the SSAFA
charity shop in Granby
Way, Devonport, appealed
for help the "ad hoc" team
rode to the rescue.

Under the watchful eye
of SSAFA volunteers
George Wood and Larry
and Bernie Holder, the
men soon got to work and
gave the walls a much-
needed paint job — the
result was not battleship
grey, as you might ima-
gine, but brilliant white!

Pictured taking a breath-
er are, from left, MEM
Haydn Nott, WEM Tony
Quinn, MEM Russ Cast
and WEM George Faith.

Picture: LA(Phot) Graham
Meggitt
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Helping Hands

Steve's 'posse'
pull in pounds

RADIO ONE DJ Steve Wright is pictured presenting a cheque
for £6,684.80 to members of The Cancer and Leukaemia in
Children Trust. The money was raised by Lieuts. Keith Ellett
and John Scivier, Fit.-Lieut. Terry Evans and PO Ginge Pearce
from RN air station Portland's ATC who visited 52 ATC units
throughout the UK, covering more than 3,000 miles in 124
hours.

TREASURE HUNT
IN DEEP WATERS

THERE'S hidden treasure in
them there lochs as LMEM Dan*
ny McLinden and Lieut.-Cdr.
Larry Young found out during a
charity dive in Loch Katrine.

The RN ships' diving team
from HMS Cochrane combined
diving training with the chance
to help Strathclyde Water's cho-
sen charity, Water Aid, by col-
lecting the thousands of coins
thrown into the loch by visitors.

Eight divers scoured the bot-
tom and searched among the silt
and gravel bringing to the sur-
face a full bucket of coins, many
of which date back to the turn of
the century.

It is hoped the coins will prove
of value to Water Aid and help
its current project of digging
tube wells in West Bengal.

Other divers taking part in-
cluded Lieut.-Cdr. John Scott,
PO Gerry Band, Cdrs. Ian Mac-
Farlane, Ivor Milne and Tony
Johnstone-Burt and AB Peter
Maiden.

Sleep walk
in Cyprus

NOT ones for taking things lying down, RN personnel
Cyprus took part in a six-day charity bed push to raise
training of a guide dog for the blind.

A.rtificer Apprentices from
Fisguard Squadron, HMS
Raleigh, raised over £1,000 for
the Handicapped Children's
Pilgrimage Trust during the
annual Pedal Car Rally at
Torquay.

and their families serving in
money for the breeding and

The team set off from BFBS
Radio at RAF Akrotiri and
called in at Episkopi, Troodos,
Larnaca, Dhekelia, Pergamos
and Agia Napa finishing at the
9 Signal Regiment Summer
Fete at Agios Nicolaos where
they delivered Lieut.-Col. Jack-
son to officially open the fete.
A grand total of 1,850 Cyprus
pounds was raised during the
event.

O D D
Shortly before HMS Invin-

cible sailed for the Adriatic she
played host to six-year-old
Katie Har t i l l , from Ports-
mouth. Katie suffers from Spi-
nal Muscular Atrophy and
needs an electric wheelchair to
help with her mobility so Capt.
Fabian Malbon, on behalf of
the ship's company, presented
her with £200 towards her new
chair.

O D D

D D D

O D D
UN Peacekeeper Bears, sold

in aid of the three Service bene-
volent funds and to provide
UN-related materials for use in
British schools, are available
for £11 from the UN Shop, 23
New Quebec Street, London
W1H 8DH (tel. 071-402 9029).

D D D
HMS Sultan have provided

the Kennet and Avon Canal
Trust with some original-style
numbers which fit on to the
locks and bridges of the canal
— the numbers were made in
the establishment's foundry.

SPECIAL DAY
IN WAVENEY

CHILDREN from Kingspark School, Dundee, enjoyed a
special day out during a visit to HMS Waveney.

The pupils, who suffer from a variety of handicaps, were invited
on board the River Class minesweeper at King George V Wharf at
Dundee docks and were hosted by POs Michael Dixon and Allan
Anderson, MEM Robert Dixon, Lieut. Michael Davies and Seaman
Paul Jeffries. Picture: Dundee Evening Telegraph.

HMS Westminster's Opera-
tions Department r u n n i n g
team took part in the Great
North Run, from Newcastle
upon Tyne to South Shields,
and raised money for the Chil-
dren's Heart Unit Foundation
at the city's Freeman Hospital.

D D D
LS David Morgan and Chief

Survey Recorder Steven Hawes
presented a cheque for £1,700
to the Maclntyre School for
Mentally Handicapped Chil-
dren during the pupils' visit to
the ocean survey ship HMS
Hecla. Money-spinning events
during the ship's South Atlantic
deployment included a 24-hour
bench press in 80-plus degree
temperatures.

D n n
While conducting a Towed

Array Trial off the coast of Por-
tugal a team of 100 runners
from HMS Marlborough took
part in a 100-mile relay around
the upper deck in aid of an
adopted charity in their second
affiliated town of Middles-
brough.

n a n
A charity concert by The

Combined Volunteer Bands
from naval establishments
within the Portsmouth area
and held in HMS Collingwood,
raised over £850 for the Handi-
capped Children's Pilgrimage
Trust.

n D n
During a visit to Venice the

ship's company of HMS Boxer
held a sponsored weight-lifting
session. The six-man team
lifted 1,624 tonnes during the
12-hour session and raised
£1,300 for the Association of
Chi ldren With Hear t
Disorders.

n a n
The Ocelot 2000 Appeal,

launched to raise funds to open
HMS Ocelot to visitors in
Chatham's Historic Dockyard,
received a boost of £874 raised
by the Army, Navy and Air-
force Veterans Club.

HOUSING FOR
SERVICE FAMILIES &
SEPARATED WIVES

There are VACANCIES
in CAMBRIDGESHIRE
& TYNE and WEAR.
En-Suite Rooms, Self Catering,
TV Lounge, Laundry, Playroom,
Dining Room and Large Garden.
Spend a few weeks re-adjusting into
civilian life, with the help of caring and
supportive staff.
Highly recommended by past
residents.
LOW RENTS.
Further information available from:
SSAFA Central Office, 19 Queen
Elizabeth Street, London SE1 2LP.
Tel: 071 403 8783

S S A F A
THE SOLDIERS'
SAILORS' AND
A I R M E N ' S
F A M I L I E S
ASSOCIATIONS
Reg Charity No 210760
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'New lamps
for old' it's

not
IF you are posted overseas and sending your household
goods on under MOD unaccompanied baggage arrange-
ments, remember you need to take out your own transit
insurance cover.

This also applies to the
Furniture Movement Trial
(FMT) scheme between the
UK and NW Europe.

The Service Contract Systems
(SCS) for removals and storage
within the UK includes indem-
nity insurance cover during
packing and unpacking, in tran-
sit and, where appropriate, in
storage up to a maximum de-
clared value of £25,000 for a
maximum volume entitlement
of 2,400 cu ft.

This does not equate to a "new
for old' policy though, so it is a
good idea to make private
arrangements to provide a more
comprehensive level of cover.

— DCI JS 82/93

Queen We
regulars

APPLICANTS for admission to
Queen Victoria School, Dunb-
lane — a boarding school for the
sons of Scottish servicemen —
are now invited for the Septem-
ber 1994 intake.

Tuition and board are free at
this MOD-financed school
though there is a termly charge
of £115 for clothing and haircut-
ting and various subscriptions

for sports and personal accident
insurance.

Boys should be aged 9'/2-12
next September and sons of offi-
cers are only eligible if their
father or mother served at least
four years as a regular.

Details from the Bursar, tel
0786 822288.

— DCI JS 84/93

Tournament
dates

NEXT year's Royal Tournament
will be held at Earls Court from
19-30 July. Details for travel and
accommodation allowances are
given and applications for the
Field Gun Competition should
now be addressed on Form
C240 as soon as possible, train-
ing begins on 9 May.

— DCI RN 243-244/93

Pressing
need

VOLUNTEERS are sought to
serve with the Naval Careers
Service for periods of up to three
months.

No reliefs will be provided —
DNR is well aware that it is be-

coming increasingly difficult to
spare ratings, particularly senior
ratings, for the full three months
so shorter periods of attachment
are now possible.

Names should be forwarded,
together with three Careers In-
formation Offices from the list
in order of preference, home
towns and confirmation that he/
she can be spared without relief,
to the Commodore HMS Centu-
rion or the Director Drafting
and Records Office, Royal Mar-
ines in the first instance for
drafting clearance.

DCI RN 229/93

More pool
resources

SAFETY guidelines on the oper-
ation of swimming pools — the
RN and RM have 14 with
around 10,000 users a week —
are given, in the light of height-
ened concern over the potential
for spinal injuries.

HMS Temeraire recommend
that pool management staffs un-
dertake a comprehensive risk as-
sessment, management and re-
duction campaign and provide a
full outfit of fixed and portable
safety and rescue equipment.

DCI RN 235/93

EXCITING NEW
VIDEO RELEASES

ROYAL TOURNAMENT HIGHLIGHTS
VOL. 2, THE NAVY YEARS 1984/87/90
Featuring the Massed Bands of H.M. Royal Marines.

THE QUEENS GUARDS ON PARADE
Featuring the Massed Guards Division, Recorded June 1993

THE GREAT EUROPEAN BAND SHOW
Highlights from the Breda - Holland International
Tattoo 1988/89

Plus much more from our extensive catalogue:-
'BEAT RETREAT' the Royal Marines; 'MOUNTBATTEN FESTIVAL' the Royal Marines;
'THE ROYAL MARINES SEARCHLIGHT TATTOO'; 'THE SOUNDS OF SCOTLAND'
The Scottish Division; 'THE BIGGEST BAND SHOW IN THE WORLD' Vols. 1&2, from
Wembley; 'MASSED BANDS ON PARADE' all three services perform; 'THE ROYAL
TOURNAMENT' The RAF Years; 'THE ROYAL TOURNAMENT' The Army Years.

Please send for details of our full catalogue, or send cheque/postal order to:-

Tclcvidco Productions, Unit 55, Wessex Trade Centre, Ringwood Road, Poole, Dorset, BH12 3PG
Telephone: 0202 738220/748644

^Please tick
D The Royal Navy Years
D The Army Years
D The RAF Years
D European Band Show-Breda
D Queens Guards on Parade
D Massed Bands on Parade
D Beat Retreat
D Mounlbatten Festival
D Searchlight Tattoo
D Sounds of Scotland
D Biggest Band Show Voll
D Biggest Band Show Vol 2

Please allow 21 days
delivery (overseas 28)

Please send me the video tapes selected at
£14.95 each plus P&P. P&P -

UK £1.50 per tape - overseas add a
farther £4.00 per tape

NAME

ADDRESS ..

.POSTCODE.

TEL. NO:.

I enclose: Sub Total £

P&P £

TOTAL £

"I'd like to know why your Dad wants me to go on ahead as baggage!"

All welcome
at Lourdes

THE 36th International Military
Pilgrimage to Lourdes will be on
27-30 May 1994. Though in-
tended primarily for Roman
Cathplic personnel and their
families all denominations are
welcome.

Details from local RC Chap-
lains or from PRCC(A), Room
13, MOD Chaplains (Army)
Bagshot Park, Bagshot, Surrey
GUI9 5PL.

— DCI JS 85/93

Study of
studies

A DATA base of RN and Tri-
Service studies has been estab-
lished to avoid duplication of
initiatives designed to rationalise

business across the Service —
OSG, Market Testing and the
Afloat Training Group Study are
but three of many.

The Directory of Naval Stu-
dies (DONS) is available to any-
one requiring information on
studies past, present or planned.
Enquiries to HMS Nelson (Gun-
wharf), Portsmouth PO1 3HH,
tel Portsmouth Naval Base
24635 or 0705 830245.

— DCI RN 236/93

AIM of this regular
feature is to give a general
impression of new
Defence Council
Instructions, some of which
will affect conditions
of service. In the event
of action being taken
the full original text should
be studied.

Ski Navy in
new style

THE Royal Navy 1994 Ski
Championships will be held at
Orcieres-Merlette in the South-
ern French Alps from 9-22 Jan.

Format has been changed,
condensing the racing into one
week. Main registration forms
must be returned to the champi-
onship organiser, Lieut. N. Rich-

Captives to
strong card

"You fool! You gave them your blood donor card!''

es at DNPS Section, HMS Cen-
turion by 21 Dec.

A ski mountaineering expedi-
tion to the Pare Nationale de la
Vanoise, France, is being organ-
ised by the RN Winter Sports
Association from 18 March-2
April. Applications to Cdr J. W.
R. Grant, MOD (DNMT(E)/
ESM), Ripley Block, Old Admi-
ralty Building, Spring Gardens,
Whitehall, London SW1A 2BE.

Announcement under DCI RN
240/93

DCI RN 238/93

play a
IN case of capture, personnel
operating in declared hostile
zones — such as Bosnia and
North and South Iraq — must
now carry both their peacetime
ID cards and 'F Ident 189', now
to be known as the 'Operational
ID Card'.

The latter are held centrally
on board HM ships which are in
any event considered 'operation-
al' once they sail from the UK.

Northern Ireland, the Falk-
land Islands and Belize are ex-
cluded from this policy, the deci-
sion on issuing F Ident 189s
rest ing with theatre com-
manders. They may soon be re-
placed with a more robust plas-
tic version in line with the
introduction of new tri-Service
ID cards and ID discs.

— DCI JS 86/93
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NORFOLK HAS HER UPS AND DOWNS

Harrier hitch—

ONE of HMS Invincible's Sea Harriers gets a lift back to
the carrier thanks to a US Navy Sea Stallion helicopter.
The Harrier had suffered engine trouble and diverted to
land at an Italian airfield.

MOD launches
new hotel
booking plan

NAVAL personnel who
rooms booked through

The service is being run
for the Ministry of Defence
by the computer company
IBM in partnership with
travel agents Thomas Cook
and is the main feature of
changes in night subsistence
arrangements.

Effective from December 1,
the scheme provides MOD per-
sonnel with a minimum stan-
dard of accommodation at
special discount rates. Partici-
pating hotels offer a room with
en-suite bath or shower, colour
TV, working space including
telephone, breakfast, restaurant

require hotel accommodation on duty will now have
a Central Hotel Booking Service.

STOKERS TO BEGIN
COURSE CHANGE

NEW CAREER courses for Marine Engineering Mechanics are to be introduced in April as
part of the changes brought about by ME Branch Development. The arrangements, outlined
in February's Navy News, also involve the introduction of a new ME Artificer qualifying
course from January 1 and a sea training year for MEA apprentices.

facili t ies, reception security
and statutory safety and fire
provision.

The arrangements apply to
all MOD personnel who re-
quire an overnight stay and
cannot be provided with Ser-
vice accommoda t ion . The
scheme does not apply in
Northern Ireland.

Computerised
Information on how to con-

tact the CHBS is being pub-
lished within ships and estab-
l i shments . The service is
computerised with a networked
database of selected hotels. It
has telephone and fax lines
dedicated to MOD and most
bookings will be on-the-spot.

New rates of night subsis-
tence allowance are also being
introduced. They comprise
three elements:
• Bed and breakfast offered
through the CHBS or a choice
of hotels offering the minimum
standard within the discounted
rate. When the CHBS is unable
to offer a hotel actual B&B ex-

penses within an undiscounted
rate may be claimed. B&B ex-
penses are graded according to
rank.
• Essential Expenses (EE) are
£20 for all classes.

• The personal Incidental Ex-
penses element introduced last
April covers the costs of a
newspaper, telephone call and
laundry.

Clubs
A new flat rate of £25 — the

Privately Arranged Rate — is
available to personnel who
make arrangements to stay
overnight with relatives or
friends. Those wishing to stay
in Service or civilian clubs may
claim actuals up to the dis-
counted rate.

Details of the changes are
available from Unit Personnel
Offices and will be published in
DCIs. Meanwhile the arrange-
ments will be closely monitored
with regular reviews to ensure
that the scheme runs according
to plan.

THESE dramatic pictures
Of HMS Norfolk biting into
a Channel swell were
taken during her, baste
operational sea training
off Portland.

After a slow start her per-
formance was steadily Im-
proving when a defect
forced her return to Devon-
port — where internal train-
ing continued.

A midweek visit from
POST staff heralded a major
flre control exercise, while
her return to Portland after a
week at Devonport brought
her a security exercise, a di-
saster exercise and a Thurs-
day War — all hi the space
of three days. ,

The rest of Norfolk's
BOST ran to schedule and
included successful firing of
two of her vertically
launched Seawolf surface-
to-air missiles.

Lynx with
the past

HMS Coventry's veteran Lynx
helicopter, nicknamed Jessica,
has notched up her 10,000th
recovery.

The Mark 3 GMS Lynx (Cab
336) entered service in 1976
and has flown more hours than
any other Lynx in service. For
her big day she was flown by
Lt. Richard Kerslake and the
aircraft captain and observer
Lt. Kev Bramble. She was guid-
ed back on to deck by the flight
deck officer MAA Chris Well-
stead.

Jessica's 10,000th recovery
came while Coventry was con-
sort for Principal Warfare Offi-
cer training in the Solent.

Career courses for MEM2s
will replace Part II training and
w i l l be u n d e r t a k e n by al l
MEMs joining HMS Sultan
after Part I. Technical training
will be common for all MEM2s,
who will not specialise unt i l the
LMEM qualifying course. Rat-
ings selected for Submarine
Service will undertake Subma-
rine Foundation Training on
completion.

The M E M 1 career course
w i l l be u n d e r t a k e n by a l l
MEMs joining after April and
will replace Part III training to
increase capability in non-spe-
c i a l i s t , e lect ro-mechanical
maintenance.

Both career courses will span
eight weeks.

Task books
MEM2s and MEM Is will be

required to complete a new task
book, during the first sea draft
in the case of MEM2s. MEM Is
must complete their book to
qualify for Scale B pay and be-
fore sitting the provisional ex-
amination for ALMEM.

From April the Aux i l i a ry
Machinery Certificate will be
replaced by the MEM Operator
Certificate (MEMOC). Parts A
and B of the MEMOC are re-
quired for advancement to
MEM1, while Part C is re-
quired for Scale B pay.

Artificer apprentices joining
after January 1 and who subse-
quently specialise as MEAs will
take a new qualifying course —
MEAQC, Part 1 of which will
consist of a term at HMS Ra-
leigh. Part 2 will be 18 weeks'

training at Sultan.
Part 3 will consist of a year at

sea during which time MEA ap-
prentices will be required to
complete a task book and qua-
lify as operators in all MEM2
and MEM1 watchkecping posi-
tions. They will return to Sul-
tan to specialise in General or
Submarine Service and com-
plete Parts 4 and 5 of the
MEAQC.
• Full details of the changes
will be published in DCIs and
in MEBD Bulletins, while de-
tails of other career and specia-
list courses are yet to be an-
nounced . For f u r t h e r
information contact the ME
Branch Development Team on
HMS Sultan ext. 2370.

Scott sailor
honoured

EIGHTY-TWO years after his
death on Capt. Scott's expedi-
tion to the South Pole, Petty
Officer Edgar Evans is to be
honoured in his home town of
Swansea, South Wales.

On February 17, the anniver-
sary of Evans's death, a bust of
the sailor will be presented to
Swansea by the Lord Mayor of
Cardiff, the city from which
Scott's ship Terra Nova sailed
in 1910.

The bust has been commis-
sioned by the Cardiff-based
Captain Scott Society and its
presentation will be marked by
a civic ceremony in Swansea's
Brangwyn Hall.
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WARTIME
SAILORS
GIVEN A
LOCAL

TRIBUTE
SEPTUAGENARIANS Stan
Sutcliffe and Fred Mycock
were moved to tears when
their "local", the Dog and
Partridge in Bridgemont,
Whaley Bridge near Stock-
port, was decorated to
commemorate their part in
the Battle of the Atlantic.

Landlord Dave Kenney's
permanent tribute includes
photographs and badges
of their old ships. The help
of POMEM Richard Smith
(Sultan) was enlisted by
his father, Ernie, another
regular at the Dog and Par-
tridge, to track down the
memorabilia.

Fred served in the des-
troyer HMS Haydon and
Stan in the Flower class
corvette HMS Wallflower.

Appropriate
Dave said: "As this is

the 50th anniversary of the
Battle of the Atlantic, we
felt it would be appropriate
to express out thanks to
Stan and Fred and our ad-
miration for what they and
others did.

"It took five months to
organise, but was worth it.
After the unveiling it was
good to see how many of
our younger customers
went to shake the Senior
Servicemen by the hand."

Stan said his time in the
Wallflower was very
special and Fred added,
"It's funny how you look
back and only remember
the good times."

Heroic trio scoop rescue award
AN audacious rescue demanding exceptional flying skills has
earned the aircrew of a Royal Navy Sea King helicopter the
Edward and Maisie Lewis Award.

The helo from 772 NAS
Portland was diverted from an
earlier rescue to help MV Igloo
Lion, which had lost mechani-
cal and electrical power and
was drifting beam on to large
breaking seas north west of
Guernsey.

In darkness and storm force
winds the ship was rolling and
lurching violently. The ship's
master requested tha t his
frightened and exhausted crew
be airlifted to safety.

Evacuation
For pilot Lieut . Michael

Langley, POACMN Adrian
Rogers and LACMN Brian
Buggins the lift was to be par-
ticularly hazardous. The only
possible evacuation point was
from the top of some pallets,
stowed on deck very close to
the ship's superstructure and
masts. Even in calm weather it
would have been difficult to
hover over this small area.

In darkness, with the dimly-
lit ship providing very poor
visual references for the pilot,
and in a severe storm, it was

perilous. But after 40 minutes
of precise hovering the 10 crew-
men were lifted to safety and
landed on Guernsey for medi-
cal attention.

Despite having to work at
night — and therefore outside
772 Sqdn's normal operational
tasking — the aircrew retained
admirable calmness under pres-
sure, displaying professional-
ism, teamwork and selfless
courage.

The Edward and Maisie
Lewis Award has been present-
ed annually since 1980 for out-
standing air/sea rescue. The
trophy is a replica of the Decca
Navigator MK21 Receiver and
was originally presented to Sir
Edward Lewis, then chairman
of Decca Ltd., by his workforce
to celebrate the production of
the 10,000 MK21 unit.
Pictured after the presenta-
tion by the Shipwrecked Mari-
ners' Society at the Fishmon-
gers' Hall in London are (l-r)
Lieut. Langley, LACMN Bug-
gins and POACMN Rogers,
holding the prestigious Ed-
ward and Maisie Lewis
Award.

Pony tale
ONE of the handful annual-
ly to win the Meritorious
Service Medal is
WO(MW)(O) Pony Moore
(pictured left), MCM Trials
Coordinator for the Mine
Countermeasures and Div-
ing Group of DGUW(N).

His accomplishments range
from having served as First
Lieutentant of an Argentinian
prize ship after Operation Cor-
porate to meeting Urgent Oper-
ational Requirements during
Operation Granby.

People in the New**/

"If yQiit5 w not teen t® <
Country €hib in Saltasli
don't know what yoiifife missing!
• Superb location near anywhere in the west country.

Plymouth, set in acres of B chdces of places to eat and

beautiful countryside j . ,
, „ J „ dnnk.

adjoining the River Tamar.

• Outstanding sports and ^ for the children to da

leisure facilities unmatched • Excellent value accommodation.

That's right from only £21.00 per night per apartment, you
can enjoy four berth self

catering accommodation and

unlimited Swimming,
Sauna, Jacuzzi and use of

BODZ fitness suite.

BIT DON'T TAKE OUR WORD FOR rr - COME AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF!

CHINA FLEET COUNTRY CLUB - Why Settle For Less!

Minister drops in
GUEST of honour at the Combined Mess Trafalgar Night Dinner at Britannia Royal Naval
College was Mr. Malcolm Rifkind, Secretary of State for Defence.

He was flown to the College
parade ground by Sea King
helicopter and during his visit
was briefed on current activi-
ties at Dartmouth and intro-
duced to many of the staff and
Young Officers.

The Band of the Royal Mar-

ines beat Retreat before the
dinner, held jointly by the
Wardroom and the Senior and
Junior Gunrooms.

The following morning Mr.
Rifkind took breakfast on
board a College picket boat at

Dittisham before returning to
London.

Pictured (l-r) are Lieut.-Cdr.
Simon Niel (Senior Divisional
Officer of St Vincent Division),
Mr. Rifkind, Mid David Hard-
ing, Officer Cadet Jo Webber
and Mid Andy Jaini.

ENTENTE
CORDIALE
SENIOR aviation officer of the French
Navy, Rear-Admiral Robert Godard paid a
liaison visit to RN air station Culdrose,
accompanied by his wife, Elizabeth.

Pictured being welcomed to Culdrose
by Capt. Peter Fish, Admiral Godard met
heads of departments, visited 820 NAS
Sea King unit and enjoyed a "flight" in
the Sea King simulator.

The French Navy is developing ever
closer links with the Royal Navy and vis-
its such as this can only increase cooper-
ation and understanding between the two
services.

Picture: LA(Phot) Richards



Nowra see him
now you don't

WHEN the First Sea Lord, Admiral Sir
Benjamin Bathurst, visited the Royal
Australian Navy's air station Nowra, he
took time out to meet up with Royal Navy
personnel on exchange appointments.

He is pictured with (l-r) CPOAEA(WL) Bea-
ton (Osprey), POAEA(M) Martin Cunningham
(Culdrose), Lieut. Christopher Eaton, Lieut.-
Cdr. Michael Fernihough (Culdrose) and
POAEM(R) Steve Thomas (Daedalus).

All were in Australia for Exercise Longlook
except Chris Eaton, who is there on a two year
exchange with 817 Squadron.
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'/ People in the News

DIRECTOR
WRNS
STEPS
DOWN

BRIGHT IDEA
PAYS OFF

BY devising a scheme which cuts the maintenance bill for
the Navy's Phalanx close-range weapons system, newly-pro-
moted Lieut.-Cdr. Stuart Borland (FOSF) has earned himself
almost £5,000.

The payment was made un-
der the MOD's MIDAS (Make
Ideas Develop Assets Success-
fully) Scheme, which rewards
brainwaves which save the Ex-
chequer cash.

Stuart's idea involves using
MOD's network of computers
to keep track of components
within the systems for mainte-

nance purposes — a task pre-
viously contracted-out with a
vast amoun t of associated
form-filling.

Stuart is about to begin a
two-and-a-half year exchange
appointment with the United
States Navy, where once again
he ' l l be w o r k i n g w i t h the
Phalanx.

IN THE splendid maritime surroundings of Trinity,
House, designed and constructed by Samuel Wyatt
in 1796, senior WRNS officers bade farewell to the
last Director WRNS, Commandant Anne Spencer,]
on her retirement.

Pictured on the magnificent Georgian staircase!
from top to bottom are Cdrs. Maggie Cole, Carolyn
Stait, Caroline Coates, Kathleen Martin and An-1
nette Picton, Capts. Pippa Duncan and Julia Simp-
son, Cdr. Jill Stellingworth, Commandant Spencer,
and Cdrs. Sally Thorburn, Jackie Mulholland and
Maggie Robbins.

Burglars alarmed
THREE burglars took to
their heels when CPO
Murdoch Macdonald
spotted them in a neigh-
bour's home. He chased
them from the'scene and
as they high-tailed it
away they dropped their
booty.

The swift exit did them no
good, however, as they were
later caught and subse-
quently convicted.

Murdoch's public-spirited
actions have now been re-
cognised, with the presenta-
tion of a Certificate of Com-
mendation. Currently on a
course at HMS Collingwood,
he was invited to Winchester
Combined Crown Court to

receive it from the Sheriff of
Hampshire.

Unflagging!
AFTER joining HMS Argyll late in 1991 as the ship's Com-
munications Maintainer, CPOWEA Tim Mould has proved
a first class senior rate as well as highly accomplished in his
own specialist area.

During the frigate's busy op-
erational programme this year,
in spite of staff shortages in his
section, he has ensured con-
tinued availability of the ves-
sel's essential communications
equipment.

Tim worked long hours to ac-
quaint himself with systems for
which he had no formal train-
ing, and he did so with dedica-
tion and without complaint.

Outside engineering he has
shown a keen interest in ship
activities, taking on the role of
entertainment's manager and
proving a king-pin in ensuring
high morale on board.

All in all, Tim has proved the
perfect choice for the Paviors'
Man of the Year Award. Pre-
sented annually by the Wor-
shipful Company of Paviors,

the trophy goes to the senior
rating deemed to have provid-
ed the greatest contribution to
extra-curricular activities on
board HMS Argyll.

MEMORIES came back thick and fast for Mr Bill Clark,
of Wantage, when he returned to HMS Collingwood
after a gap of 47 years. He studied electrical and radio
theory there as a young man and was delighted to see
some of the kit he trained on was still around . . . as
exhibits in the establishment's museum.

Bill played bass drum in the Volunteer Band during his time
at Collingwood and was introduced to Band Colour Sgt. Dave
Thornber, successor of his bandmaster all those years ago.
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"A drop of snow — just what I want for my Christmas tree!"

NEWSVIEW

Double
or bust?

SEVENTY FIVE years ago last month the 'war to end
wars' came to an end. Seventy five years before that
the First Opium War closed with a treaty that result-
ed in the cession of Hong Kong.

Opium was, in fact, no more the cause of the long
ago conflict between Britain and China than was the
Boston Tea Party that of the American War of Inde-
pendence — wider questions of trade between the
two countries were at stake.

The Treaty of the Bogue carried a formal expres-
sion of Britain's disapproval of opium smuggling —
though despite renewed attempts by the Emperor to
prohibit the import of the 'pernicious article', the
trade still flourished.

The Royal Navy played its part in this rather inglor-
ious episode — but a little later did more useful work
in suppressing piracy, which was in those days rife
in eastern waters.

It still is, there and elsewhere across the globe —
as is the drugs trade. The RN's role in combatting
both these activities has been much discussed of
late as the end of the Cold War allowed the tunnel
vision of western naval strategists to open up a little
and recognise some of the more insidious threats to
our security that have been allowed to expand while
others receded.

The numbers game is here of paramount impor-
tance. Where vast resources were once employed to
keep the balance of power between the superpow-
ers, these are now being withdrawn in favour of
what appear to be more immediate social and fiscal
considerations.

But organised crime has always operated on the
basis of reasonably high returns for a reasonable
risk — and if the risk is shown to be still more
reasonable it will seize its opportunity to expand.

Last month the Royal Navy took a leading role in
two major drug busts. If the deterrent effect of these
is to be of any value at all, continuous, unbroken
patrols are just as vital in getting the message
across as those of the Polaris submarines have
been over the past quarter century in countering the
sort of threat that the collapse of the Warsaw Pact
has by no means removed.

Interpol currently reports 15,000 drug abuse
related deaths a year worldwide — an estimate the
World Health Organisation reckons is ''not far from
being just the tip of the iceberg." It is in any case a
four-fold increase from five years ago.

Casualities in this war are growing at an alarming
rate. It would be supremely ironic if the successors
of the men and women who fought whole nations in
two world wars were to find themselves beaten by
the greed of a few crooks.

The changing
face of
Naval
regions

Area Flag Officers and
Naval Regional boundaries

after 1 April 1994

AREA Flag Officers will start taking over respon-
sibility for day-to-day administration of naval
regional activities from next April.

A Regional Organisation Study Implementation Team has
been set up to help them and the regional organisation staff
implement the changes over the next two years.

The move coincides with the merger of C-in-C Naval Home
Command and Second Sea Lord's departments, when central
management of regional activities such as the Royal Naval
Reserve, support of Naval Cadet organisations and University
Royal Naval Units will no longer be appropriate.

The current five naval regions will be reorganised into four
new business regions. Area Flag Officers' boundaries will also
change, as shown on the map opposite.

Extending South
From April 1, 1994 Flag Officer Scotland and Northern Ire-

land's area will extend southward to embrace Liverpool and
Hull while the land areas of Flag Officers Portsmouth and
Plymouth will merge from April 1, 1995.

The four Naval Regional Officers will be given functional
authority over certain other naval personnel within their region
for managing representational tasks and ship visit planning.

Regional staff will, where possible, be brought together into
Regional Management Centres to improve co-operation and
co-ordination.

See DCI GEN 254/93 for further details.
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Peace
award
for
mine
ships
SHIPS of the First Mine
Countermeasures Squadron
have been awarded the
Royal Navy's Wilkinson
Sword of Peace for a trail-
blazing visit to the fledgling
Baltic states.

HM ships Ledbury, Dulver-
ton and Brocklesby with the
Commander MCM1 embarked
deployed to Estonia, Latvia
and Lithuania in autumn of last
year to r ea f f i rm B r i t i s h
Government policy in recognis-
ing the states and their fledgling
governments.

The group carried out two
exercises with foreign navies
and visited a total of nine
countries.

In the citation for the award
the group is praised for proving
worthy ambassadors for the
UK. "Throughout their visits,
the outstanding professional-
ism, diplomacy and dedication
displayed by the ships' compa-
nies, together with their sta-
mina, cheerfulness and bearing,
left a fine impression of the
Royal Navy and Her Majesty's
Government in this region of
the world."

New Duke
accepted
into service
HMS Westminster, latest of
the Duke-class frigates, was
accepted into service at
Devonport on November
19.

Built by Swan Hunter, West-
minster is the eighth Type 23
warship to be delivered to the
Sixth Frigate Squadron, but the
first to have her full command
system hardware fitted during
build. Her sister ships will be
fitted retrospectively.

The new ship's inaugural
mess dinner was held on board
HMS Victory in Portsmouth
where the guests included the
Duke of Westminster, the Lord
Mayor of Westminster, and the
ship's sponsor, Lady Livesay,
wife of Admiral Sir Michael
Livesay.

The Duke presented a copy
of Sir Hugh Lavery's painting
of No 2 Squadron RN Air Ser-
vice, to HMS Westminster's
c o m m a n d i n g officer, Cdr.
Richard Clapp.

During the First World War
the then Duke of Westminster,
as a lieutenant-commander,
formed No 2 Squadron
equipped with armoured cars
and prepared it for service
guarding RN Air Stations.

Broadsword
takes Dutch

breather
STAND-OFF in Amsterdam
provided the finale for HMS
Broadsword's participation in
Exercise Solid Stance.

Main reason for the visit was
to allow the command and war-
fare team to attend the post-
exercise discussion there. Dur-
ing the exercise Broadsword
operated in the South-Wcst
Approaches before transitling
to an area east of the Shctlands.

Later, in company with the
Norwegian frigate Oslo she es-
corted a convoy of four mer-
chant vessels 30 miles through
the Norwegian fjords to Ber-
gen.

Liverpool guard
on giant 'Abe'

HMS LIVERPOOL is due to return
home to Portsmouth a week before
Christmas after an eventful deploy-
ment to the Gulf.

Her five months away have been
marked by operations, exercises and vis-
its in the region. She has spent 111 days
at sea, representing 60 per cent of her
time.

During three months on station in the Gulf she
has visited eight nations, spent 24 days on in-
terdiction operations, held three bilateral exer-
cises and one multi-lateral exercise with the US
and French navies.

She also spent some time as plane-guard to
one of the biggest warships in the world, the
nuclear-powered aircraft carrier USS Abraham
Lincoln, and controlled the "Abe's" aircraft
operating over Iraqi territory.

More than 100 of the Liverpool's ship's com-
pany took part in transfers of personnel with 17
vessels, including eight US ships, a French de-
stroyer, six Bahrain! patrol craft, a Kuwaiti pa-
trol craft and a British merchant ship.

At the end of October Liverpool called on Ras
Al Khaimah, a town with which ships of the
name have retained a link since the third HMS
Liverpool, a frigate, was involved in a shore
bombardment to re-capture the town from Per-
sian Gulf pirates in 1819.

The present ruler, Sheikh Saqr Bin Moh-
hamed Al Quasimi, visited the ship and a cordial
welcome awaited the ship's company ashore.

Liverpool also visited Jebel Ali, Dubai, Mus-
cat, Sharjah, Fujairah, Kuwait, Qatar and Bah-
rain. It was during her exit from Bahrain that she
briefly went aground, causing minor damage.
There were no casualties and the incident is not
expected to delay her return.

Boarding party en route . . . HMS Liverpool has carried out three boardings of merchant vessels in
support of UN sanctions in the Gulf. The boardings, conducted in close co-operation with US Coast
Guard officers, were achieved either by rapid roping from the ship's Lynx helicopter or, as in this
case, via the seaboat.
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ABOVE: An impressive
night-time display as this
845 Sea King tires chaff
and flares used to decoy
surface-to-air missiles.

Lwan= to mark the 12 soothe that 545 Naval Air Squadron LEFT: The letter of
have now spent in the former Yugoslavia and, having seen

congratulation sent to theeoeething of your operations during my all to brief visit to
the area, I can only may that your professionalism, courage squadron by the Prince
and, particularly, your sense of humour throughout this of Wales to mark 845's 12continuous period of operations ham been, and continues to be,
a source of inepiratioe to everyone, months in former
Pro. y days with Red Dragon Plight so many years ago, r know Yugoslavia.
only too well the enormous amount or work that is required byaircrew, maintainers, support crews and so many others who
give unstintingly or their time, to ensure the highest
possible availibility of aircraft. It is a tribute to your BELOW: During his visitorganlaation and the stamina of everyone on the Squadron that,
with limited resources, you have sustained such a high level to 845 In March, Prince
of readiness for so long a period.

Charles meets (from
Please be in no doubt that the work you do is enormously right) Lt Jerry Grogono, Ltappreciated by those you have helped and by everyone at hone.
By your actiune you continue to uphold all the very best FltzIe Fitzgerald and
traditions or the Pteet Ms Arm of which I was immensely proud

S/Lt Trigger Foreman.to have been a member, I wish you all a safe and successful
tour of duty as you enter your second year of operations.

BELOW RIGHT: Another
VVIP visitor - this time
Prime Minister Mr John

Major shaking hands with
LAEM Arthur English.

r

1!

WINTER has descended once more
upon the battle-weary remnants of
Bosnia. For the peoples who still
exist there, wounded in body and
soul, the sub-zero temperatures pile
on another threat to their survival.
As if the shells and bullets were not
enough, those other Horsemen of
the Apocalypse - disease and star-
vation - are riding in.

If hope survives among the broken
towns and villages, much of it is invest-
ed in the UN Protection Force relief
effort supported by the Royal Navy's
"ambulance" service.
Since their arrival at their base in

Split on November 19 last year, the four
white helicopters of 845 Squadron have
become a familiar sight in the skies
above Bosnia and front-line Croatia.

Their primary role is speedily to
evacuate UN casualties, although four
of the 22 casevacs they have undertaken
so far have involved civilians.

Under fire
Some of the squadron's successes

have been achieved under fire and they
are always under the threat of it. Their
bravery has been recognised by the
award, in the Queen's Birthday Hon-
ours List, of the Air Force Cross to
MS's commanding officer, Lieut.-Cdr.
George Wallace; the Queen's Commen-
dation for Valuable Service in the Air to
Lieut. Kevin Smith; and a Mention in
Despatches for Lieut. Tim Kelly.

And to mark the end of the Squad-
ron's first 12 months of operations
in Bosnia, the Prince of Wales, a

former member of the squadron,
has written to them praising their

professionalism and courage and

wishing them well for the future.

The gallantry awards resulted from a
particularly hazardous mission which
made world headlines: the evacuation
of Muslim refugees from the besieged
town of Srebrenica in March,

Shelled
It was 845's first major humanitarian

task - and proved to be its most dan-
gerous. The landing site had been
shelled before the arrival of the aircraft
and later the same day March 24
the site came under fire again, injuring
two Canadian soldiers.
The white Sea Kings returned to

evacuate the wounded and the landing
site team, all personnel being winched

LATE November marked the anniversa!
Squadron's arrival in the former VugosL
United Nations' longest serving unit in thE

white-painted Sea King IV helicopters it i
of a successful mercy mission sustainec
fortitude in a harsh and dangerous en

Mercy mi
milestone
845 Squai

from a building by one aircraft while a
second provided cover.

Arriving at Tuzla with their evacuees,
the aircrew found no respite: while the
helicopters were refuelling shells also
started bursting in Tu,la. The aircraft

were shut dc
cover to sit oi
aircraft was c
not enough U
A happier c

ed by the Pri

PICTURES: PO(PHOT) KEY PREECE AN

In bandit country... A Sea King of 845 Naval Air Sqi
Army signaller during a refuelling stop in the Bosn
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wn and the crews took
it the bombardment. One
lamaged by shrapnel, but
D prevent it from flying.
late in March was provid-
nec of Wales who visited

his old squadron at its Split base during
his tour of the UN's British units in the
region, as well as Royal Navy ships in
the Adriatic.

It was the white Sea Kings that trans-
ferred Prince Charles from ship to
shore, the sort of mission to which 845
has become accustomed. Among the
VIPs they have ferried are the Secretary
of State for Defence, Mr Malcolm Rif-
kind and UN mediators involved in
peace negotiations.

Safe air routes have been established
through Bosnia by 845 who have been
flying them regularly. including a
"scheduled" delivery flight to Kiseijak.
But in that part of the world the term
"safe" is relative and even on these
routes 845 aircraft have sometimes
been hit by small arms fire.

Held hostage
Even as the squadron was preparing

to celebrate its anniversary in Bosnia,
the dangers and delicacies of their mis-
sion were highlighted yet again when
two of their aircraft and eight aircrew
were held hostage by the Bosnian Serbs
for three days.
The Sea Kings were held after disem-

barking Canadian soldiers in Srebren-
ica. The incident was followed by a
warning from the UN commander in
Bosnia, Gen Francis Briquemont, that
such incidents endangered the UN re-
lief operation and would not be
tolerated.

During the year the unit's original task
of providing two of its four aircraft for
24-hour casevac cover has remained un-
changed. However, missions have al-
tered and increased.

The Squadron has responded to
the challenge with high rates of air-
craft availability and with flying abi-

lity enhanced by technology such
as night vision goggles.

Night goggles have so far been used
for three casevacs - twice from Sre-
brenica and, more recently, for the eva-
cuation of an injured Canadian soldier
from Visoko.

Air and ground crews serve tours of
duty ofabout three months, but several
members of the squadron are serving
the second time around. Their experi-
ence in theatre combined with skilled
and determined flying and maintenance
means that a soldier up country can
take comfort in the knowledge that if he
is injured 845 will ensure he will be
receiving the best medical care - fast
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Hunted
FOLLOWING her success in Basic
Instinct, Sharon Stone switches from
being the hunter to the hunted. Sliver
is a mystery thriller, in which she
plays Carley Morris who is looking for
a little excitement in her life following
a failed marriage. She rents a Sliver,
the name given by New Yorkers to
tall, narrow apartment buildings in
Manhatten and, after moving in she
becomes aware that a succession of
mysterious accidents have occurred
within the building.

Could she be the next victim? Sliver,
based on the book by Ira Levin (author of
Rosemary's Baby and The Boys From Bra-
zil), co-stars Tom Berenger and William
Baldwin as two of Miss Stone's new neigh-
bours, who clearly would like to have more
than a cup of coffee when visiting.

The film is directed by Philip Noyce,
also responsible for Patriot Games and
Dead Calm (both available on 16mm film
and video from RNFC libraries).

In the RNFC's second film release for

December Harrison Ford stars as the
wrongly convicted Richard Kimble and
Tommy Lee Jones is US Marshal Sam
Gerard, his relentless pursuer, in The
Fugutive, a tense suspense thriller based on
the hit television series of the 1960s. Dr
Richard Kimble, a distinguished Chicago
surgeon, had the perfect life — until the
night his wife was murdered. Returning
home from an emergency surgery, he sur-
prises an intruder in the house. Moments
later, he finds his gravely injured wife, who
dies in his arms.

Kimble is accused of her murder; his
claim of seeing a "one-armed man" leaving
his house is discounted. When the trial is
over, Kimble, although innocent, is con-
victed of murder and sentenced to death.

Enroute to the state penitentiary in a
prison bus, some of the other prisoners at-

Ford and
Stone

tempt to escape, causing the bus to career
out of control and into the path of an on-
coming train. At the last second, Kimble
narrowly escapes certain death and begins
an obsessive odyssey to track down his
wife's real killer — "the one-armed man"
whom he alone saw.

But Kimble is now a fugitive. As soon as
his escape is discovered, he becomes the
object of an intense manhunt. Surviving by
his wits, he is now a desperate man with no
identity, constantly in flight. His only hope
for the future lies in righting the grievous
wrong of his past — and time is running
out as Gerard closes in.

Video releases for December include:
Ground Hog Day, Falling Down, Indecent
Proposal, Mad Dog & Glory, Muppets
Christmas Carol. Harrison Ford on the run as Richard Kimble in The Fugitive

Mersey's dark deeds for Dixie
IN the last weeks of his life Albert Prince Consort worked
hard to avoid the British Government coming out on the
side of the Confederacy in the American Civil War —
Cotton was still King so far as the Treasury was con-
cerned and he had his seat at Liverpool docks.

Albert was successful in his last endeavour — up to a point,
anyway. For it was to Liverpool that the agents of the rebel
states turned their attentions in procuring ships to beat the
Union blockade.

Best known of these was the Alabama, which with other
British-built Confederacy raiders was to do enormous damage
to Federal shipping — which in turn, years after Lee signed off
at Appomattox, was to cost the UK over £3m in compensation
payments to the Union, through what became known as the
'Alabama Claims'.

In the Alabama Affair The British Shipyards Conspiracy in the
American Civil War (Sigma £9.95) David Hollett lifts the lid off an
unsavoury episode in Britain's maritime history in which well-
respected Merseyside shipbuilders gambled on breaking
Government regulations to perpetuate a regime based on
slavery.

Many of the ships they built for the Condeferate Navy —
including the Alabama — came from Laird & Company. This was
ironic, for Macgregor Laird, younger brother of John Laird, had
spent his entire adult life opposing the institution of slavery.

However, Macgregor died on 27 January, 1861, just before his
family became involved with the Confederacy through the
machinations of its agent, Captain James Dunwoody Bulloch.

It is interesting to speculate whether this connection would

have been established if Macgregor had lived a little longer —
for soon after his death John Laird gave over active control of
his yard to his sons to leave himself free to stand for Parlia-
ment. He became Birkenhead's first representative at
Westminster.

The Alabama was eventually sunk by the USS Kearsage —
commanded by Capt. John Winslow, a devoted Christian and
outspoken opponent of slavery. The Kearsage's negro gunners
fought their ship with understandable enthusiasm. — JFA

0 Merseyside Maritime Museum's Records Centre, a store-
house of sailing heritage spanning three centuries, was re-
launched in National Libraries Week last month as the Maritime
Archives and Library.

Over 7,000 books, journals and periodicals and 30,000 maps,
plans and drawings have been moved up two floors to make
way for the new National Museum of Customs and Excise open-
ing next year.

SING 'EM AGAIN!
55 NAVY SONGS ON 3 TAPES

"IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT'. "ROUND THE BUOY",
"SALLY FREE AND EASY"

Sung By The Song Bo'sun CYRIL TAWNEY
"Full tff ripe and ironic humour, nostalgia and sadness" — 'Navy News'.

"Ought to be purchased by every ship and submarine mess as a form of light
relief in their darker moments" — 'Naval Wives'.

Price (inc. p.&p.): £7.00 each casscllc (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere add £ 1.00).
(All overseas payments in Sterling by IMO or cheque drawn on a British bank, please).

Orders and enquiries to: NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Meanwood Road
LEEDS LS6 4AW

PERMISSION TO BLOW SOOT
Stephen Hanbury

NEW RELEASE...
By July 1956 Ihe cruiser HMS Jamaica had become the flagship of FO2,
Mediterranean. This is the fascinating slory of HMS Jamaica's last commission.
Permission to Blow Soot is a 'worms-eye view' of Operation Musketeer. The
Cruiser lead the Amphibious Warfare Squadron into Ihe beaches of Port Said, having
acled as radar picket ship for (he Fleet Air Arm and Royal Air Force. Detailing, for
Ihe first lime in military history. Ihe use of helicopters in an opposed landing, as
witnessed by the author, serving as a national serviceman in the cruiser. It is at times
an irreverent and often humorous poke at National Service, spiced by adventures and
misadventures befalling those who served in HMS Jamaica.

The foreword is by Air Vice-Marshal R. Bullen CB, GM, MA, RAF (Reid).
ISBN 1 872308 43 0. List Price £12.95 plus £1.25 p&p

Available until 30th December, ON SPECIAL OFFER to readers PRICE £11.95
including p&p (UK). Cash with orders please. This special offer is only available by
post from:

NEWTON BOOKS. PO Box 56. Leicester LE2 6RR

Please supply one copy of PERMISSION TO BLOW SOOT at the Special Price of
£11.95 (inc p&p UK only). Enclosed is my cheque for £ Please post to:

Mr/Mrs/Ms
Address .

Code.
(Woodhill Ind. Estate, Old Dalby. Nr. Melton Mowbray. Lcics.)

••HMS GANGES, the Final Fare-
well." Ideal birthday/surprise present.
Video documentary inc lud ing al l
aspects of GANGES prior to demol-
ishing. NELSON HALL, LAUNDRY
HILL, SICK QUARTERS, COVER
ED WAYS, G Y M N A S I U M S .
SPORTS FIELDS. HARBOUR, etc.
One tear-jerking hours of nostalgia.
Produced, directed by JOHN DOUG-
LAS, author "HMS GANGES. Roll
on my dozen!" S.A.E. details: Douglas
House. Boscawelha, Penmarth, Carn-
menellis. Nr. Redrulh , Cornwall
TR16 6NX.

NAVAL/MARITIME BOOKS, send
for free catalogue of secondhand
books extensively covering naval,
shipping and seafaring activities.
GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS,
73, Clayhall Avenue, Ilford, Essex.
IG5 OPN. Tel: 081-550-7317.

HP BOOKFINDERS: Established
Professional service, locating out of
print titles on all subjects. No obliga-
tion or SAE required. Contact: 6 Cler-
kenwell Cottages, Haddenham,
Bucks. HP17 8BJ. (0844) 292083.

Digest
of good
sense

ALWAYS nice to hear from
Vice-Admiral Sir Louis Le
Bailly. Perhaps his first
profession as an engineer
has given him the solidly
practical approach he has
applied to his wide range
of interests, for here is a
true nautical polymath
whose views are well
worth listening to.

Now, in Old Loves
Return (Pentland Press
£17.50) he has put to-
gether a selection of the
often radical ideas,
speeches and suggestions
for reform he has offered
over the years — as a
direct result of Correlli Bar-
nett's request for his pa-
pers for the Churchill
Archive.

Nowadays he might
more regularly sign himself
'Angry of St Tudy' — from
where he has most recent-
ly inveighed against the
planned closure of Mana-
don — but his open letter
to Neil Kinnock on the val-
ue of Trident is as clear an
analysis of the theory of
deference as we are likely
to get. — JFA

ANNUAL RINGS
THE CHANGES

HIGHLY readable as ever, the Warship 93 annual from Conway Maritime Press (£25)
contains the usual mix of articles by well-known authorities — all of them carrying the
unmistakeable stamp of scholarship.

This year's volume includes Andrew Lambert
on Dalhousie — the last major warship laid down
for the Bombay Marine, the navy of the East
India Company.

The design and career of America's first broad-
side ironclad, USS New Ironsides, is discussed, by
William C. Emerson; R. D Layman and Stephen
McLaughlin describe some unusual shipboard air-
craft launch and recovery systems; while Keith
McBride unravels the complex design history of
the Orion battleship family.

David Miller on the first hunter-killers sets the
record straight on the British 'R' class submarines
of 1917 — and in 'Revolution Manque' David K.
Brown reviews the radical technical changes that
took place in the Royal Navy at the end of the
First World War.

Why did the flood of innovation, from 1917 to
1923, almost dry up, he asks? At the end of the,
war many temporary officers and civilians left thei
service while many of those remaining were in-
clined to accept the general view that peace would
be lasting.

Then there was the loss of the RNAS — a very
large air force in 1918 that comprised 2,000 aero-
planes, 650 seaplanes, 150 flying boats and 100;
airships — with so many inventive officers to thei
RAF.

"Resources of all kinds were scarce and it was
no longer possible to 'have a go' with every bright
idea and all such schemes had to be justified in
tedious detail before priority and finance commit-
tees and, even if it was accepted, it was at the
expense of another proposal of comparable

value."
The French flotilla programme of 1922; Seetakt

radar: Japanese midget submarines and USS Tri-
ton are come of the other subjects given detailed
coverage and the whole is rounded off with a
review of the naval year and a round-up of recent
books. — JFA
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At Your Leisure

'Left
a bit,
right
a bit'
LIEUT.-Cdr David Hosking
explains the art of naviga-
tion to Lieut. Andy Parsons
on board HMS Sandown —
mirroring the antics of
'Navy Lark' stars Jon
Pertwee and Leslie Phillips
in HMS Troubridge back in
1969.

During a visit to London
the Sandown, first opera-
tional unit of the RN's new
class of mine countermea-
sures vessels, was launch-
ing an album of stories and
pictures from the files of
Navy News (see page 27).

Generations of young
navigation officers have
suffered comparison with
Sub.-Lieut. Phillips' leg-
endary lack of any sense
of direction.

the Type 15 frigate HMS
Troubridge — originally
built as a destroyer — was
inevitably linked with the
disaster-prone HMS Trou-
bridge, fondly remembered
by devotees of the long-

running radio series. She
was the Navy's oldest sea-
going warship when she
paid off at Chatham after
27 years' service, having
taken part in may actions
of World War II.

• 'The Navy in the News
1954-91' is available from
Navy News at HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth at £9.95 plus
75p pp (£1 overseas}.

Lord Belly-Cloth and
other blunderers

In the world of military
publishing nothing succeeds
like failure, it seems. Guin-
ness have followed up their
Book of Military Blunders
with More Military Blun-
ders — and now, Naval
Blunders (Guinness Pub-
lishing £12.99).

M a n y of these are we l l
known. The build-up to the
eclipse of the Russian fleet at
Tsushima could have been
scripted for the Marx Brothers
— though they might have
turned it down as being too
comically surreal to sustain
belief . . .

Everyone knows the story of
how the Hull trawler fleet was
mistaken for a squadron of Jap-
anese torpedo boats. In a night
of madness on the Dogger Bank
the Russians actually did more
damage to each other, only
their deplorable gunnery —
Oryol fired over 500 shells
without scoring a hit — saving
the cruisers Aurora and Dons-
koy from destruction.

Floating zoo
By the time they reached

Madagascar in their nightmare
voyage to the Far East it was
Monkey Business in full career
as, certain by now that they
were doomed, the Russian sai-
lors tried to take their minds
off the future by surrounding
themselves with exotic pets —
including a crocodile and a poi-
sonous snake that bit and near-
ly killed one of the engineers.

"... monkeys and dogs, first
primed with champagne, were
set to fight each other. The
whole fleet resounded to a
cur ious babel of farmyard
noises, as pigs, cows, sheep —
not to mention the parrots, por-
cupines, chameleons, frogs and
so forth — rushed around the
decks, squealing, mooing, bark-
ing and squawking, turning the
Second Pacific Squadron into a
floating zoo."

No wonder Admiral Rozhest-
vensky took to his bed for a
fortnight with acute neuralgia.

He is not included in the (rath-
er long) section devoted to
'Lunatic Admirals' but he must
have been close to the edge by
the time Togo inflicted upon
him one of the mpst crushing
defeats in naval history.

Among the more obscure
items, Geoffrey Regan — au-
thor of the entire 'Blunders' tri-
logy — has rediscovered an ab-
solute gem in the episode of
'Lord Belly-Cloth'.

The Ice Cream War of novel-
ist's William Boyd's imagina-
tion must have found inspira-
tion in the story of Lieut.-Cdr
Geoffrey Spicer-Simpson. In
1914 he was an obscure clerk in
intelligence, the oldest lieuten-
ant commander in the Navy
and therefore considered safely
expendable to lead a madcap
scheme to transport a couple of
launches overland through East
Africa and drive the Germans
off Lake Tanganyika.

Against all the pdds, Spicer-
Simpson was initially success-
ful, capturing the gunboat Kig-
nani after a lucky engagement
at point blank range. But when
his insubordinate subordinate
Wainwright took off on his own
and sank the Hedwig von Wiss-
man, Spicer-Simpson took all
the credit and decided enough
was enough.

Worshippped
He was by this time wor-

shipped as a deity by the native
Ba-HolaHola people. He en-
couraged their reverence by
bathing in public, wearing only
a bath towel —hence the 'Lord
Belly-Cloth' sobriquet — and
flexing his powerful biceps so
that the snake tattoos tha t
adorned them appeared to
writhe and wriggle.

When the 800-ton Graf von

Gotzen arrived on the scene he
made every excuse to avoid a
confrontation and, eventually
sensing that his star was on the
wane with the local authorities,
sent himself home on sick
leave.

He was lionised by the Admi-
ralty, who were only too willing
to believe his version — that
the Graf von Gotzen had re-
fused to come out and fight —
and soon he was rewarded with
the DSO and the Belgian Croix
de Guerre with three palms.

But then the truth caught up
with him and he was immedi-
ately shoved back into the base-
ment of the building that had
earlier echoed with his praises.

Among the Ba-HolaHola he
retained his god-like status,
however — many admirals
have fared worse.

Longevity
In the 19th century the prob-

lem with admirals was their
longevity. When the Crimean
War broke out in 1854 Rear-
Admiral David Price got his
first command at the age of 64.
In a naval career of 53 years he
had spent just four afloat, four
employed ashore — and the
rest on half pay.

Sadly aware of his shortcom-
ings, he retired to his cabin and
shot himself.

This was an era when all the
lines of promotion for able,
younger men were blocked.
Many of the junior officers
were aged — the Crimea turned
up a lieutenant with 60 years'
seniority.

The blunders committed by
many of the men in this book
were probably more down to
the system than to the individ-
uals. But it has always been eas-
ier to blame the latter.

— JFA

-Ultra^
right on
target

DRAWING on hitherto
secret files, John Winton's
Ultra in the Pacific (Leo
Cooper £17.50) assesses
the impact of US code-
breakers on the war in the
Pacific — one that Nimitz
was quick to appreciate
after Midway where Lieut.-
Cdr. Joe Rochefort's esti-
mate of where and when
the Japanese carriers
would launch was 'only
five minutes, five degrees
and five miles out.'

Thus Rochefort and his
HYPO team — the USN's
Combat Intelligence
Centre at Pearl — brought
off "arguably the greatest
intelligence coup in all
naval history".

Incredibly, the Japanese
sincerely believed that
their langauge was in itself
impenetrable to Wes-
terners — thus many Allied
cryptanalysts found that
deciphering their codes
was mostly a matter of
persistence — tedious
rather than difficult.

This in no way detracts
from their achievements —
the sheer volume is remar-
kable. Stored away in
Washington DC are some
290,908 decrypts of Japa-
nese Navy signals. Recog-
nition of Rochefort's key
role in this business is long
overdue. — JFA

Titillated
by tales of

Tahiti
Royal Navy men are numbered among the world's greatest

explorers, so it comes as no surprise to find the travels of
Drake, Cook, Ross — John and James Clark — Franklin and
Scott in Robin Hanbury-Tenison's painstakingly eclectic an-
thology The Oxford Book of Exploration (Oxford University
Press £17.95).

Some of these writings are so familiar, though — particularly
those of Scott, who anyway deserves his posthumous reputation as
an heroic failure rather than as an explorer of real merit, as he
himself realised at the end — that they hardly need to be included
here.

Scott is these days rightly overshadowed by Shackleton — actually
a merchant naval officer — the name of whose most famous com-
mand, the Endurance, has been given to two successive RN ice
patrol ships.

But there arc one or two lesser known notables that have earned a
place in these pages — such as Samuel Wallis and Phil ip Carteret,
respectively the discoverers of Tahiti and Pitcairn Island.

Cartcret came across Pitcairn. which he sighted from the sloop
Swallow in 1767, after he was separated from Wallis in the Dolphin,
following a four-month passage of the Strait of Magellan.

Following a more southerly route across the Pacific, he came
across "a great rock, rising out of the sea . . . I could have landed
upon it, but the surf, which at this season broke upon it with great
volume, rendered it impossible". The Bounty mutineers made the
first landfall 23 years later.

Sweet-natured
Wallis meanwhile found Tahiti to the north and left a touching

and highly amusing portrait of a sweet-natured people whose realm
quickly became a synonym for Earthly Paradise.

They were venal after their own fashion, though — while having
little use for gold and silver, more practically they were happiest
trading for nails.

". . . several young women . . . who, though they were not averse
to the granting of personal favours, knew the value of them too well
not to stipulate for a consideration: the price, indeed, was not great,
yet it was such as our men were not always able to pay and under
this temptation they stole nails and other iron from the ship.

"The nails that we brought for traffic were not always in their
reach and therefore they drew several out of different parts of the
vessel, particularly those that fastened the cleats to the ship's side.

"This was productive of a double mischief; damage to the ship
and a considerable rise at market ..."

There is much first-rate reportage in this handsome volume —
and, as Hanbury-Tenison says in his modestly brief introduction,
much of the best writing by explorers that has survived is in English.

"During the high days of Victorian travel, when the Empire was
spreading its red blush across the globe, travel and exploration
books were regular bestsellers.

"They informed and they revealed, but they also titillated with
glimpses of societies free of the puritanical strait-laces under which
the readers, particularly female ones, laboured." — JFA.

The Foremost Book on Navy Songs
"GREY FUNNEL LINES"

Traditional song & Verse of The
Royal Navy 1900-1970

Compiled by CYRIL TAWNEY
"A slice of nostalgia of immense

appeal" — NAVY NEWS
Price (inc. p. & p.): £12.50 (UK/BFPO

only. Elsewhere add £4.50).
(All oveceas payments in Sterling by IMO or

cheque drawn on a British bank, please)
Orders to NEPTUNE (NN), 521 Meanwood

Road, LEEDS. LS6 4AW.

— Calling All Authors & Writers —,
WE'LL PUBLISH YOUR BOOK

All Subjects Considered
Fully Recognised Publisher
Comprehensive Service
Reprints Most Welcome
World-Wide Sales Network

Pk'a.ie wile for full details ^^
Janus Publishing Company

Dept 3, Duke House,
37 Puke St, London W1M 5DF

DO YOU HA VE A MANUSCRIPT?
DOES IT DESERVE PUBLICATION?

The largest joint-venture publisher in
Ihe U.K. welcomes work on all

subjects for free appraisal:
EXCALIBUR PRESS OF

LONDON
(Dept E53) 4-6 Effie Road

London SW6 1TD

Two phenomena! WW2 links with S. Africa
DURBAN'S LADY IN WHITE
by Perla Siedle Gibson
The concert star who sang — with a bleak jetty
as her stage — to three million Service folk on
their way to war. The 1994 edition of her
autobiography available from Oct 93. Hardback.
240 pages. 50 illustrations. £12.95 post free.
JUST NUISANCE A.B.
by Terence Sisson
The most famous Great Dane of all time1 Softback.
152 pages. 16 illustrations. £5.95 post free.

Cheque or Access/Visa No. to:

Aediticamus Press, 113 the Ridgeway,
Northaw, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6 4BG.
Tel: (0707) 872720. Fax: (0707) 873444

NAVAL AND MARITIME
BOOKS BOUGHT & SOLD
LARGE STOCKS - MONTHLY CATALOGUES

SHOP OPEN 10-4 (SATURDAY 10-1)
SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE
Frank Smith Maritime Books,
98/100 Heaton Rd; Newcastle

Upon Tyne, NE6 5HL.
Telephone: 091 265 6333

DO YOU HAVE A
BOOK TO PUBLISH?
Then leading co-operative publisher
may be able to help you. Write to:
The Pentland Press

Edinburgh • Cambridge - Durham
Editorial Office (NN), 1 M u t t o n

Close, South Church, Bishop
Auckland, Durham DLI4 6XB

AUTHORS
Are you looking for a publisher?

If your book deserves publ icat ion.
please write to:

The Book Guild Ltd.,
Editorial Office (NN/25)

Temple House, 25 High St, Lewes,
Kast Sussex, BN7 2LU.

LOOKING FOR A NAVAL BOOK?
TRY US FIRST. We are NOT second hand
dealers but have a huge stock of current
Naval titles (many at bargain prices). Wri-
te/phone (until 9pm 6 days) for our latest
FREE catalogue. We can normally supply
books as reviewed on this page by retm

of post.
MARITIME BOOKS

LISKEARD PL14 4EL
TEL: (0579) 343663
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At Your Service
Reunions Calling Ola Shipmates

HMS Bullen (K469): The sixth reunion will
take place at St Edmund's Hotel, Marine
Parade, Gorleston, Great Yarmouth on April
23. Those not already in touch including
members of HMS Goodhall Association,
contact Mr C. W. Bilverstone, 31 Sands
Lane, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft (tel. 0502
561130).

RN Patrol Service will hold their 19th
reunion in Lowestoft on Oct. 3-8. Further
details from Mr J. J. Dunn, 12 Grampian
Way, Oulton Broad, Suffolk NR32 SEW (tel
0502 564344).

HMS Saumarez: To commemorate the
50th anniversary of the sinking of the
Scharnhorst, a reunion will be held in the
Union Jack Club, London on Dec 27 and will
be attended by the commanding officer of
the time Lieut.-Cdr. E. N. Walmsley DSC.
Details from M. J. Salter, 93 Tellcroft Close,
Corsham. Wilts SN13 9JQ (tel 0249
712525).

Landing Craft Gun and Flak Assn. will
hold their next reunion and AGM at the
Royal Sailors' Home Club, Portsmouth on
May 14. Details from John Cook, 9 Eliza-
beth Court, Lawson Close, Martock Som-
erset TA12 6EZ (tel. 0935 824 265).

Landing Craft Gun and Flak Assn. invite
RN and RM personnel who served with the
Support Squadron Eastern Flank at West-
kapelle, Walcheren on Nov. 1 1944 to join
their pilgrimage to Walcheren on Nov. 7.
Details from C. J. Brown, 63 Wells Road,
Walsingham, Norfolk NR22 6DX (tel. 0328
820 799)

HMS Frobisher Assn. will hold their next
reunion at the Royal Sailors' Home Club on
Sept. 3. Details from Charlie Connelly. 12
Citizen House, Harvist Estate, Hornsey
Road, London N7 7ND.

HM ships Capel and Affleck and U 486:
Anyone interested in attending a reunion
and memorial service in Portsmouth and
Cherbourg on May 24 contact the Rev. Sir
David Gibson. St., (ex-Lieut. RNR), St. The-
rese's Court. 138 Raglan Road, Devonport
PL1 4NQ. SAE would be appreciated.

42 Commando RM MT Section (1959-62)
Assn. will hold their second reunion at The
Royal Sailors Home Club on May 28. De-
tails from R. A. Hunt, 26 Liddiards Way
Purbrook, Waterlooville PO7 5QW (tel. 0705
262427).

HMS Warwick: A memorial service will be
held at St Merry Church, Nr. Padstow Corn-
wall at 1030 hours on February 20 for those
who lost their lives when the destroyer was
sunk by a U-boat off Trevose Head on Feb.
20 1944. Details from G. F. Palmer.
Seaways, Harlyn Bay, Padstow, Cornwall
PL28 8SF (tel. 0841 520614).

HMS Pearl 1935-46 Crew Assn. will hold
their annual reunion at Padiham. Nr. Burn-
ley, Lane on April 15-16. Former shipmates
should contact Geoff Lancashire, 1 Row-
sham Court, South Hill Avenue. Harrow on
the Hill. Middx. HA1 3NX (tel. 081 422 2357).

HMS Lookout G32: The fourth reunion
will be held in Burnley on May 13-14. Details
from Bob Taylor, 5 Milton Road, Radcliffe,
Lanes M26 3GS.

HMS Brilliant (First Commission, 1980-
84): A reunion weekend will be held at the
Palm Court Hotel, Torquay on March 18-20.
Tickets are available from CPO Ed Shep-
herd, HMS Sultan ext. 2081, WO Dave
Swift, HMS Dryad ext. 4374 or 0705
693403, Pete Parry, 0579 20896 or Reg Bri-
ers, 0337 840403.

HMS Petard: Plans are being made for
the fourth reunion in 1994. Details from R.
J. Crang, Holm Oak, Tinneys Lane, Sher-
borne, Dorset DT9 3DY.

HMS Swiftsure Assn. will hold their third
reunion at Warners, Sinah Warren, Hayling
Island in May. Reunion and membership
details from David George, Magnolia,
Royce Way, West Wittering, Chichester,
Sussex P020 8LN (tel. 0243 514583).

HMS Naiad 1940-42 Assn. will hold their
third reunion at the Holiday'lnn Hotel, Cam-
bridge on March 11-13. Details from Bill
Willis, 8 The Biggen, Duxford, Cambridge
CB2 4SQ (tel. 0223 834984).

HMS Vesper Assn. will hold their next
reunion at Skipton, North Yorks, on Sept. 9-
11. Details from Mr A. Smith, 45 Eckford
Park, Wem, Shropshire SY4 5HL (tel 0939
233081).

HMS Slinger (1943-46): Anyone interes-
ted in a reunion in 1994 contact Richard
Brooke, Hollow Lane, West Raynham, Fa-
kenham. Norfolk NR21 7ET.

HMS Bellona will hold their next reunion
at the Victory Club, London on March 12
("chummy" ships welcome). Details from
Arthur Willis, 83 Briar Road, Shepperton,
Middlesex TW17 OJB (tel. 0932 564383).

HMS Southwick RNR will close in March
and a farewell function is to be held in
Portsmouth on January 29. Send sae to
Executive Officer. HMS Southwick, HQ Re-
serve RNR, Fort Southwick, Nr. Fareham,
Hants PO17 6AU.

23rd Destroyer Flotilla will hold their filth
reunion in the WOs and CPOs' Mess. HMS
Nelson on May 29. Details from Billy Swift
on 0705 591032.

Cape Matapan Survivors: A 10th inter-
national reunion will be held on April 16-23.
Details from Glyn W. Jones, Chairman Liv-
erpool RNA, Bowring Park Road, Liverpool
L14 3NN (tel. 051 722 4845) or Associatione
Nazionale Combattenti e Reduci, Sezione di
Follonica (GR), Stenio Mezzetti, Via Roma
44, 58022 Follonica (GR) (tel. Italy 0566
4231) or Direktor Simoni, Hotel Golfo del
Sole spa 58022, Follonica (GR) Italy (tel.
Italy 0566 60286. fax. 0566 60422).

HMS Kipling: Possible venue for next
year's reunion is Skegness. All replies to
Eric Clark, 8 Poachers Gate, Pinchbeck,
Spalding, Lines PE11 3JP (tel. 0775 713641)
— no replies will assume agreement.

Boom Defence Ratings held a successful

rWELCOME-
ASHORE!

The Royal Alfred was established in
1865 to alleviate distress among
seafarers, both serving and retired, and
their widows.

Today, the Society provides full
nursing care, as well as residential and
sheltered accommodation, at
establishments in rural Surrey and in
Eastbourne. Convalescent and respite
care is also available.

For further information, including the
availability of accommodation, please
contact me General Secretary.
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reunion in Scarborough in Oct. It is hoped
to form an association and anyone interes-
ted should contact A. Mumberson, 23 Mon-
trose Avenue, Intake, Doncaster, S. Yorks.

HMS Unicom Assn. will hold their next
reunion at Butlins Grand Hotel, London on
May 6-9. A second reunion will be held at
the Natal Hotel, Weymouth on Sept. 16-19.
Details, enclosing sae from HMS Unicorn
Association, c/o 3 Arundel Close, Hemel
Hempstead, HP2 4QR.

HM ships Amethyst, Black Sawn, Con-
sort and London (1947-49) are holding a
commemorative church service in Ports-
mouth on April 24. All association, and non-
association, members and their guests are
welcome, including relatives of the 45 men
who died during the Yangtze Incident. De-
tails from John Dunstan. 47 Abbotsbury
Road. Newton Abbot, Devon TQ12 2NS.

HMS Black Swan Assn. will hold their
next reunion in Portsmouth on April 22. All
association, and non association, members
of the ship's company who served in her
during her service life are welcome. Details
from John Dunstan. 47 Abbotsbury Road
Newton Abbot. Devon TQ12 2NS.

HMS Agincourt (1953-54): Anyone inter-
ested in attending a reunion next year con-
tact Billy Butler on 031 339 5481.

HMS Saintes 1949-52: Andy Andrews, 65
West Way. Lancing, W. Sussex BN15 SLY
(tel 0903-767637) would like to hear from
old shipmates re second reunion (sae
please).

HMS Daffodil (1941-42): Ex-Stoker G. F.
Dickinson, 13 Holmes Lane, Rustington,
West Sussex BN16 20A would like to hear
from old shipmates.

HMS Eagle (1966-68): Ex-LM(E) Pete
Latham (tel. 0329 663180) would like to
hear from his old bridle number M(E)1 Alan
D. Oliver (the ADO) last known residing in
Purley.

POCK Raymond Paul Doyle: N. Doyle, 76
Bere Rd. Denmead, Waterlooville PO7 6PH
would tike to hear from anyone who served
with POCK Doyle — he served mainly in
wardroom galleys including HM ships
Drake, Gannet, Netson, Mercury and
Hermes.

HMS Cossack (1947-48): C. M. F. All-
wood, Shibula, 24 Start Bay Park, Strete
Nr. Dartmouth TQ6 ORY (tel. 0803 770552)
would like to hear from Charlie Moth, last
known residing in Southampton.

HM ships Llandafl, Warrior, St. Angelo
and Tenacity (1972-79): Ex-RO1(G) Mike
(George) Chisholm. 15 Summerfield Ave.,
Waltham, Grimsby DN37 ONQ would like to

FIFTY YEARS ON
A LOOK BACK at the wartime operations of the Royal Navy half a
century ago this month.

A quiet month until the grand climax with the sinking of the Sharn-
horst off North Cape on Boxing Day. Only 31 merchant ships were
sunk world wide, over half of these in the Mediterranean.

The Germans lost eight U-boats. Bad weather slowed the Army's
advance in Italy but the Navy remained active convoying supplies.

Principal events included:
1: HM ships Paladin, Teazer and Trou-

bridge bombarded the Minturno area, Gulf
of Gaeta.

11: HM frigate Cuckmere torpedoed off
Algiers by U-223. Towed in but beyond
repair.

12: HM ships Holcombe and Tynedale
sunk off Bougie by U-593. First use of Ger-
man acoustic torpedoes.

13: HMS Calpe and USS Waiwnrlght sank
U-593 — swift revenge. RAF Liberator sank
U-391 in Bay of Biscay

18: HM minesweeper Felixstowe sunk by
mine off Cape Ferro, Sardinia.

22: German cruiser Niobe, formerly
Yugoslavian, then Italian, aground on siba
Island in the Adriatic, sunk by MTB's.

23: HMS Worcester mined off Smith's
Knoll, North Sea. Towed to Yarmouth but
beyond repair. HMS Campbell, standing by,

T.S.M.Y. Mauna Loa: This Edwardian
schooner served as an armed yacht under
Robert Rawlinson RNR until 1919, was later
one of the little ships of Dunkirk. Now re-
stored. Tony Johnson, 11 Perran Gdns.
Moodiesburn, Glasgow G69 OPA (tel 0236-
874371) would welcome photos and stories
of her past.

Operation Granby: Mrs Stephanie Pearce
is doing a thesis on Gulf War poetry. If you,
or your friends wrote any whilst serving
there she would be very grateful for a copy.
All will be acknowledged and if published at
a future date all profits will go to SSAFA.
Contact her at 40 Buckleigh Road.
Streatham. London SW16 5RZ.

HM submarine Sportsman P229 (April
1945): Brian Murza R.R.2 Mount Hope, Box
45, Group E, Ontario, Canada LOR-1WO
wishes to exchange pictures and info with
officers and crew members of the Sports-
man and relating to his father's ship, HMCS
Carlplace K664, the Canadian frigate which
escorted Sportsman from New London,
Connecticut, to Scotland. Mr Murza has
three pictures of the Sportsman, two at sea
and one (partial) in port in New London,
plus photos of other British and American
ships.

HM ships Rockwood and Black Swan: C.
Maxwell, 45 New Road, Water Orton, Bir-
mingham. B46 1QP Tel: 021 7472418 (LST
Club) would like to hear from those who
served in these ships, which rescued survi-
vors from LST 362, torpedoed in the Bay of
Biscay (Convoy MKS40) by U744 on March
2. 1944.

Naval Party 1570, Normandy 1944: Mr C.
M. Brown, 1 St James's Drive, Burton in
Kendal, Carnforth, Lanes LA6 1HY, would
like to hear from former members. He is
also seeking information on Beach Signals
personnel and the colour/colours of the in-
signia/flash worn on the left arm of the batt-
ledress and uniform of Naval ratings.

Mr E. Robinson MDX 2970, who served
on board HMS Implacable 1945 as a gun-
nery rating — or anyone knowing his
whereabouts — is invited to contact the RN,
RM QARNNS & WRNS Careers Information
Office, Graeme House, Derby Square, Liv-
erpool L2 7SD (051 227 1764). His Gunnery
History Sheet was handed in there following
the Veterans Parade through Liverpool City
Centre in May. It is hoped to return the
Service document to him.

John William Clulow deceased: John
Clulow Jnr, of 1 Norton Lodge, Morton, Nr
Leek, Staffs, would like to hear from any-
one who served with his father in HMS Ea-
gle, which was sunk in 1942, or in HM sub-
marines Sealion, Trespasser, Surf and
Tactician. Tel. 0538 33350 eves.

Royal Navy in Scotland: Combined Ser-
vices Museum, Edinburgh Castle, is keen to
expand its exhibit and would welcome pho-
tographs and artefacts relating to the RN in
Scotland. Photographs can be copied and
returned. Donated items cannot be sold.
Contact: Mr T. Mackay, 14 MacNeil Place,
New Farm Loch, Kilmarnock KA3 EQ. Tel.
0563 37453 after 1900.

HMS Hart, commissioned July 1943,
modified Black Swan class sloop, served in
North Atlantic 43/44 and Pacific 44/45: Mr
John Davies would like to hear from ship-
mates of his father, the late Hugh Joseph
John Davies of Dingle. Liverpool, who
served as an ASDIC operator. Write to 9
Platts Lane, Burscough, West Lanes L40
7TE or tel. 0704 894964.

HMS Boadicia, sunk June 13. 1944 off
Portland: Survivors are asked to contact
Mrs Ethel Smith, 15 Scotts Croft, Market
Weighton. York YO4 3JS. who is seeking
information about her brother, Sub-Lieut.

was attacked by RAF aircraft.
24: HMS Hurricane torpedoed by U-415

was later sunk by HMS Watchman. USS
Leary was sunk at the same time by U-275
and U-382.

26: German battlecruiser Sharnhorst
sunk off North Cape by HMS Duke of York
(Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser), supported by
HM ships belfast, Jamaica, Sheffield. Nor-
folk, Matchless, Musketeer, Opportune, Vi-
rago. Saumarex. Scorpion and the Norwe-
gian ship Stord.

28: Ten German destroyers, attempting
to escort into Biscay ports, some returning
blockade runners, intercepted by HM ships
Glasgow and Enterprise, during high-speed
chase in bad weather three destroyers were
sunk.

31: HM minesweeper Clacton sunk by
mine off East coast of Corsica.

Taken from The Royal Navy Day by Day.

hear from old shipmates with a view to a
reunion.

HM ships Weston (1937-40), Alynbank
(1940-43) and Dacres (1944-45): A. F. Tow
nend, Rosevale Cottage, St. Johns Rd.,
Scarborough, N. Yorks. Y012 5ES (tel.
0723 371269) would like to hear from old
shipmates.

Fleet Mail Office, Alexandria, 1941: Any-
one knowing the whereabouts of Jack Bay-
ford, formerly London Postal Operator be-
fore joining the RN in 1940, contact Stan
Deighton, 21 Hardwick Rd., Tilehurst, Read-
ing RG3 4LH (tel. 0734 429297).

HM ships Ganges, Cougre and Calm
(1941-46): Mr Penketh, 56 Woodlands
Mount. Boothtown. Halifax HX3 6HR would
like to hear from old shipmates.

HMS Gamecock and 804 Sqn. (1957-62):
Terry McKee, 9 Bodiam Ave., Tuffley, Glos.
GL4 OTJ (tel. 0452 411877) would like to
hear from anyone who started naval air me-
chanics training on April 5, 1957 and from
shipmates of 804 Sqn.

HMS Impereuse (Stoker training May-
June 1945): Ex-Royal Netherlands Navy
O.V.W. Stoker C. du Floo would like to hear
from ex-Stoker Douglas Stevens. Replies
please to H. A. van Geene on 0273 880572.

HMS Norina, Boom Defence Trawler
(1944-46): Reg Missin, 40 St. Peters Rd.,
West Lynn. Kings Lynn PE34 3LB (tel. 0553
770359) would like to hear from former
shipmates, in particular Albert Archer, Edde
Ede, Charlie Boyer and Terry Steward, from
Hull.

HMS Fisgard, Blake Division (1944-47):
A. R. Jackson, 131 Warren Ave.. Southsea
PO4 8PP (tel. 0705 735767) would like to
hear from anyone who knows the where-
abouts of T. C. Coleman. A. Evans, J. S.
Firth, J. Green, J. A. Heaton. W. T. Hor-
rocks, D. F. T. Jones, G. A. Litchfield, E.
Lowry, J. H. Mould, D. W. Nodder and W. H.
Oliver.

Operation Brassard, Elba, June 1944: D.
Blyth, 1 Abbotsford Terrace, Darnick, Mel-
rose, Scotland TD6 9AD would like to hear
from anyone who took part in the operation,
particularly from those who served in
LC1(L)s 272, 132. 316, 278 and 303. He
wouid also like to hear from Frank Green
(Chatham) with a view to a reunion (tel.
Melrose 2130).

HMS ships Primrose and Burnham: Sam
Langford, 50 Drew Gardens, Greenford,
Middx. UB6 7QG (tel. 081 902 9001) would
like to hear from ex-LTel. George Bullock.

845 Sqn. Assn. is looking for anyone who
served in the squadron since its formation.
Details from Ned Parkinson, 15 Ridgeway
Close, Paulsgrove, Portsmouth PO6 4LT.

HMS Cooke (Third Escort Group, Belfast
1943): Harry Jones, 34 Highview Walk,
Blackley, Manchester M9 2LS (tel. 061 795
3948) would like to hear from old
shipmates.

HM ships Eagle and Pembroke, 1965: Mr
J. Ellis (tel. 0695 26639) would like to hear
from CPOSTD William Casey.

HMS Houghton (1968-70): ex-PO Buffer
Michael Brett, Mistletoe Cottage, Brook
Lane, Woodgreen, Fordingbridge, Hants.

SP6 2AZ (tel. 0725 22356 eves.. 0703
812159 days) would like to hear from ex-
Coxswain RP Roy Savage.

HM ships Amethyst and Minerva: N. E.
Buck, 11 Kingsway, Dovercourt, Essex C12
SAB would like to hear from Chief Coxwain
Nichols, the first man injured when the
wheelhouse of HMS Amethyst was hit by
Chinese fire. He would also like to hear
from anyone who served with his father in
HMS Minerva in 1910-11 — he believes his
father was pictured in a photo of HMS Mi-
nerva's gun crew featured in the Sept. issue
of Navy News.

HMS Duchess 1939: G. R. Merrey. 122
Pagitt St., Chatham, Kent ME4 6RB would
like to hear from anyone who survived
when the ship sunk off the west coast of
Scotland on Dec. 12, 1939.

BRNC Dartmouth, 1954: Tom Chippen-
dale (tel. 0249 740383) is organising a reun-
ion in HMS Victory on May 20, 1994 and
would like to trace Charles Thrower and
Graeme Young.

HMS Corinthian (1940-42): Ex-PO G. W.
Cottee, 7 Chesterfield Dr., Burton Joyce,
Nottingham NG14 5EQ would like to hear
from old shipmates.

HM ships Hydra and Hecla (1980-86): Ian
(Hammy) Hamlet, 15 St. Albans Rd., Seven
Kings, llford, Essex would like to hear from
AB Colin (Spike) Hughes (HMS Hydra 1980-
83), AB/SR Ronnie Briggs (HMS Hecla
1985-86) and LS(S) Dave Heron (HMS Hy-
dra 1981-83).

RNAS Abbotsinch (1954-58): Ronnie and
Bill Rigg 44 Belmont Ave., Springhead, Nr.
Oldham OL4 4RS (tel. 061 633 3250) would
like to hear from old shipmates, including
Shortie Shaw, Tommy Hawkins, Jock Kean,
Ritchie Richardson, MAA "Judy" Garland,
Geoff Marlowe and Bob Ness.

HMS Nubian (1964-66): Ex-RO Dave Mil-
lard, 2 Fernhill Rd., Maidstone, Kent ME16
9BL would like to hear from LROs Cliff
Tickner and Dave Wickham, ROs Nolly
Court, Pete Price, Bungy Williams and Jo-
nah Jones.

RN Firefighting Crew, Victualing Yard
(Palmers Yard), Deptford: Ex-LCK C. John-
son 6 Chantry Rd., Kempston, Beds. MK42
7QU (tel. 0234 856321) would like to hear
from old shipmates.

HMS Houghton, 104 Minesweeping
Squadron Singapore (1960-62): Ex-AB Bob
Bragg, 15 Lakeside Close, Ipswich, Suffolk
IP2 SPY (tel. 0473 686541) would like to
hear from old shipmates, including Derek
Clewes, Oily Oliver, Nobby Clarkson and
Woody Woodward.

HM ships Somali (1938-41), Mercury
(1950) and Rinaldo (1951-53): R Blacklock,
43 Arnot Hill Rd.. Arnold, Notts. NG5 6LN
would like to hear from old shipmates.

HMS Cassandra (1962-63): Bob Shead, 9
St. Albans Dr.. Sheffield S10 4DL (tel. 0742
307007) would like to hear from the Com-
munications Staff, in particular Roy Everitt,
Harry Wardle, Brian Mottershead, Knocker
White, Speedy Rush, Jim Geddes, Joe Ince
and Kevin Lancaster with view to a reunion
— s.a.e. would be appreciated.

Over to You
Leonard Featherstone. who was on his first
commission.

HM ships Dasher, Mersey, Dunnothan
Castle and Salopian (1940-42): J. Everett. 5
Woodhurst Ave., Pettswood, Orpington,
Kent BR5 1AR (tel. 0689 870344) would like
to hear from anyone who served with her
father George (Jimmy) Habgood, the ship's
butcher.

HM ships Ledbury, Ceres and Mount
Clare: Robert Patterson, 42 Balmoral Tc.,
Heaton, Newcastle Upon Tyne NE6 5YA
would like to hear from anyone who served
with his brother AB John (Jacky or Jack)
Patterson.

HMS Abdiel, 1943: Donnie Mackenzie, 24
Nupton Dr., Barnet, Herts. ENS 2QT (tel.
081 440 4606) would like to hear from any-
one who served with his brother John
(Jack) Mackenzie, 127 Parachute Field Am-
bulance Regiment RAME (drowned on
Sept. 10, 1943, Taranto, Italy), in particular
Derek V. Blaber.

HMS Karanga, 1942: H. Cowlishaw. 24
Fawcus Close, Dalmore Ave.. Claygate,
Surrey KT10 OHF would like to hear from
anyone who served with her brother Ord.
Seaman Donald Gardiner who was killed in
Bougie Harbour. Algeria on Nov. 12, 1942.

HMS Dido: A video of the wartime history
and actions of HMS Dido along with the

farewell dinner and reunion, held in Bolton,
is available from Ken Glover, 60 Vanbrough
Cres., Northolt. Middx. UB5 5JW (tel. 081
845 1368).

HMS Vimy/American Merchant Ship Le-
high, 1941: Mr D. J. Tellis. 58 Kimberley
Rd., Benfleet, Essex SS7 5NQ would like to
hear from anyone who can provide informa-
tion on how the remaining survivors of the
American ship, torpedoed off West Africa
on Oct. 19, 1941, reached Freetown. He is
hoping to confirm they were rescued by the
Flower Class corvette HMS Starwort.

HMS Vidal: Mr P. J. Nash. 9 Grasmere
Rd., Whitby, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire L65
9PB (tel. 051 355 1540) is building a model
of the survey vessel and would like to hear
from anyone who has drawings, photo-
graphs etc.

HMS Blackwood: Murray A. Sherwin, 39
Dexter St., St. Catherines, Ontario, Canada
L2S 2L8 would like to hear form anyone
who served in HMS Blackwood and who
would forward their recollections of when
the ship was attacked by HMCS Port
Colborne.

Jeannie Dean, HMS Wildfire, Sheemess/
Queensborough: Mrs M. Hartley, 120 In-
yicta Rd., Sheerness ME12 2AQ would like
information about the above-named ship
and would like to hear from Geoffrey Bent-

ley from Blackpool and Frank Townsend.
Mary B. Mitchell, O ship/mystery ship/

decoy ship, First World War: F. T. O'Brien.
3 The Brit, Beaminster, Dorset DT8 3DT
(tel. 0308 863430) is building a model of the
topsail schooner, known as Q9 and would
like to borrow plans, photographs etc., and
would like to hear from anyone who has any
information about her 12 and six pounder
guns and how they were mounted and
hidden.

Mediterranean Lines of Communication:
Chris Elliott, 4 rue Aristide Rouziere, 34120
Pezenas, France would like to hear from
anyone who travelled on the Medloc Military
Leve Trains at the end of the war in 1945. A
project has been launched to publish a
book of stories from passengers and in the
summer of 1995 to run a 50th anniversary
train from Toulon to Dieppe.

Exercise Tiger: Eugene E. Eckstam, 2118
20th Avenue, Monreo Wl 53566, USA is
interested in collecting eye witness ac-
counts of the events of April 28/29 1944.

SS St David, hospital ship bombed and
sunk off Anzio, Jan 24. 1944. It is hoped to
hold a 50th anniversary service in the ship's
home port of Fishguard, Dyfed, in late Janu-
ary. Survivors of the sinking are asked to
contact Mr P. J. Kelly. 26 Allt-y-Carne, Dyf-
fryn Goodwick, Oyfed SA64 OAT.

Tourists 'tiptoe' to
see red shoesSINGER Kate Bush's new

album "Red Shoes" has
brought renewed interest
in an exhibit at the Royal
Navy Submarine Museum
at Gosport.

The record, based on
the post-war ballet film
"The Red Shoes", was is-
sued on November 15 —
and the red shoes of the
title are on display at the
Submarine Museum.

They made their way
there after the star of the
film, Moira Shearer, pre-
sented them to the T-class
submarine HMS Tiptoe,
which had a ballerina as
part of her crest.

The famous shoes were
passed on to the museum
soon after the Tiptoe's
25th birthday.
0 Cdr. Richard Compton-
Hall (right), director of the
Royal Navy Submarine
Museum, with Moira
Shearer's Red Shoes.
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'Wrens' show their
Petticoat at carnival!

Seffon
goes on
display

BOASTING a forward gun which fired balloons and a revolving radar, "HMS
Petticoat", the Thurrock entry in their local carnival, was voted the best float and
won for the branch a silver cup.

England
expects
IN keeping with tradition,
sailors young and old cele-
brated the anniversary of
Trafalgar in true naval
style in branches up and
down the country.

A formal dinner at which
Lord Nelson's historic sig-
nal "England expects ..."
was hoisted on a mast,
was the choice of City of
Ely. The occasion was at-
tended by the Mayor of Ely
accompanied by the may-
oress and other civic dig-
natories.

The Churchill House
Hotel was the venue for
Swindon's celebrations at-
tended by 150 shipmates,
wives and friends — guest
of honour was Shipmate
Nobby Clark, national
council member No. 6
Area.

Members of Bamsiey or-
ganised a true seafaring
occasion — guests were
piped on board by
members of the local Sea
Cadet Unit. There followed
a parade of standards, in-
cluding the ensigns of the
RNXS and the Royal Fleet
Auxiliary, plaques were ex-
changed with the Rescue
Tugs of Hull and a £100
cheque was presented to
the Mayor, on behalf of the
branch, for the Children's
Ward of Barnsley Hospital.

A dinner-dance proved a
happy choice for a cele-
bration enjoyed by
members of Cwmbran,
their wives and friends.
The guest of honour was
the Mayor of Torfaen and
Shipmate Roy Woods,
national council member
No. 7 Area.

A telegram from the
Queen was read out at the
48th consecutive dinner to
mark the Trafalgar anniver-
sary, organised by Preston
and attended by 76
members, wives and
friends.

Over 100 shipmates and
friends enjoyed a dinner-
dance organised by
Shrewsbury.

The anniversary was
marked by members of
Gravesend at a service in
the local parish church, at-
tended by the branch pres-
ident, Rear Admiral J. Bell,
the Mayor and deputy
Mayor. Afterwards
members and guests gath-
ered at the RNA Club for
refreshments and to wit-
ness the presentation of
life membership certifi-
cates to Rear Admiral Bell
and to Shipmates H. Bull
and L. Forder.

Huddersfield has been
showered with compli-
ments for organising a
very enjoyable celebration
buffet dance. The occa-
sion was attended by 130
shipmates, wives and
friends who took part in a
variety of games organ-
ised to suit all ages from
teenagers to pensioners.
There were 30 prizes to be
won which kept MC Ship-
mate David McDonald on
his toes throughout the

V evening.

The float, built by Shipmate
Eric Wakeling, was manned by
Shipmates Les Milburn, Char-
lie Mercer, Gladys Martin and
John Wills, disguised as Wrens!

O D D

Rear A d m i r a l A n t h o n y
Whetstone and his wife, were
piped on board when they at-
tended Maidstone Harvest Fes-
tival and Thanksgiving Service,
conducted by the Rev. Paul
Francis, the branch padre.
Shipmates and guests, includ-
ing residents of Chatham Naval
Home, enjoyed a buffet recep-
tion following the service, the
Home benef i t ing from the
abundance of produce provid-
ed for the festival. Before the
company dismissed, there was
a surprise for Shipmate Dave
Fiander, the branch secretary
— for his loyal service, Admiral
Whetstone, on behalf of the
branch, presented him with a
naval clock and barometer.

BRANCH
NEWS

Dent, the area representative in
the London Marathon, present-
ed the chairman with a £314
cheque, half the amount be
raised in sponsorship. The Sal-
tash branch send a vote of
thanks to Watford for hosting a
memorable week-end dur ing
which they were royally enter-
tained.

D D D
Shipmate D. Newell of Did-

cot had his standard bearer's
badge removed from his blazer
during the Royal Tournament.
If anyone can help telephone
him on 0235 814341.

D D D

n n n
There was a record number

of branches — 40 — represen-
ted at No. 4 Area meeting host-
ed by Saltash and held at the
China Fleet Country Club. At
the meeting Shipmate Bi l l

Redruth and Camborne were
well-represented at the dedica-
tion of the new standard of No.
4 Area, at Britannia Royal Na-
val College, Dartmouth. The
service, attended by the mayor
and mayoress, was conducted
by the Rev. Ray Brewer, assist-
ed by the chaplain of the col-

Dartmouth's
man of courage

SHIPMATE Derek Pilley, of Dartmouth branch, is not short of
courage. After a long time in a coma, having gone down with
menengitis, he has resumed the office of branch treasurer and
is fighting back.

His fellow shipmates are very proud of Derek and they
showed this in a practical way by providing him with "powered
wheels", which enables him to get out and about.

The freedom of being able to go where he wants in his self-
operated wheelchair, found him cheering the RNA Whaler
crew who won the Nato Navies race at Dartmouth Regatta. It
was their third successive year as winners.

Since mastering his "wheels", there is no stopping Derek,
who participates in branch events and is determined to walk
further than he can at present.

lege, the Rev. Christopher
Luckraft. At the parade which
followed, 42 standards were
d isp layed as sh ipma tes
marched to music by the Band
of the Royal Marines.

n a n
A Pusser's Rum night, organ-

ised by Wivenhoe and Elm-
stead, raised £437 for charity.

A flag day organised by Mid-
Antrim raised £1,078 and a cof-
fee morning and a series of car-
boot sales held by Solva and St
David raised cash for local
charities.

D D D
Dedication of St Austell's

new standard (the old one last-
ed 43 years) was attended by
representatives and standard
bearers from other Cornish
branches. The new standard
was borne by Shipmate Dave
Innocent and escorted by two
serving masters-at-arms, both
branch members.

In appreciation for 21 years
service as branch chairman and
many years as delegate to Area
and N a t i o n a l conferences,
Shipmate Warwick Camp was
presented on his retirement
with memorabilia of the Battle
of the Atlantic. The presenta-
tion was made by branch presi-
dent Shipmate Len Bradfield.

THE presentation to St. Helen's Church, Sefton, of a scale-model
of the former Ton-class minesweeper HMS Sefton for display in a
side chapel with the ship's bell, won stalwart support from all who
served in these vessels. Though the ship's model was built by an
ex-Merchant Navy engineer, Shipmate Doug Southal, the service
was conducted by a veteran of Ton-class minesweepers, the
Rev. Patrick Crean.

Pictured here with their wives are members of Crosby branch
who served in Ton-class ships and who attended the service.
They are chairman Maurice Pritchard, Fred Brazier, Mike Booth,
Len Haydock, Dave Palmer, Ged Lynch and Tony Erskine.

The Ton-class Association was represented by Ron McMaster,
Billy Allum and Bill Slater.

Rescue reunion for
Cossack survivor

WHEN HMS Cossack's bows were blown off by a torpedo west of Gibraltar in
October 1941, a concussed Lt Anthony Davies was pulled from the sea into a
Carley float by AB Ray Davies. Over half a century was to elapse before the two
sailors were to meet again.

On the anniversary of the Ray Davies of Ledbury branch.
If it was an emotional reun-

ion for the two former sailors,
it was also an occasion for
Swindon branch to put on a cel-
ebratory lunch for the two Da-
vieses who had survived not
just the war, but the years

day the Cossack foundered 52
years ago, the lucky survivor,
now Rear-Admiral Anthony
Davies, president of the Swin-
don branch, came face to face
with the man who had pulled
him from the sea, Shipmate

To mark this special reunion,
brought about by an article in
Navy News, they were joined
by friends from Ledbury, the
Royal British Legion, a large
gathering of naval veterans and
members of Shipmate Davies'
family.

THE ROYAL NAVY OF WWII ON VIDEO
New ... THE GREAT ARMADA •OPERATION TORCH'... part 8

Contains huge amount of rare RN film concerned with the N. African landings etc.
The number of HM Ships involved is far too great to list, while the Force H & FAA
footage is the most comprehensive ever yet seen, all brought to life in the usual
RN manner regular customers have long appreciated. Still available is 'The Hazards
of Russian Convoys' and previous six programmes. Each is 60 mins duration and UK
price £21.90 (inc p&p). Elsewhere add £3.05. For details of these past episodes plus
free video/discount offer SAE. This is the ONLY on-going series of OUR war at sea.

N.V.T.C., BECK HOUSE, ESCRICK, N. YORKS Y04 6JH (0904) 728239

BILL NEWMAN'S BOOK
"SPARKS R.M.

(A Charmed Life)"
Now available from

P. Mewman,
1 Hanover Court,

Old Portsmouth PO1 2BN
Price £8.5O (£1O inc. p&p)

Memories of Ganges.
Sussex Marigold Bleasdale,

Glasgow etc. 193&-1953

YOUR DESIGN
EMBROIDERED or
SCREEN PRINTED

ON A
SUPERB RANGE

OF QUALITY
GARMENTS

Contact
Donna Massingham

at

Rodney Road.Fratton Industrial Estate.Portsmouth.Hampshire.PO4 8SY

TEL:0705 822436 FAX:O705 822177
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Accommodation
Garian House Holiday Flatlets

Self catering flatlets, near sea and shops Fully equipped Colour TV, fridge,
cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR
WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST .... £60
WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS £50
NIGHTLY £10
Deposit: £10 per person Cheques accepted with bankers card

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival, should inform the management

(0705-733581)
s.a.e. please giving aaies and number

CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581

Charge
per
person (I

Morice Square
Devonport

Plymouth PL1 4PG
Telephone Inquiries only Plymouth 0752 562723

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit on
each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.

ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members who
may be visiting the Plymouth area.

FUNCTIONS: We cater tor all types of functions at very competi-
tive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Receptions,
Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal facility.

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT
DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB

55 Clarcnrr Parade. Soulrisca
l>(>5 2IIX Portsmouth 070? 8218)5

( ;ir park, licensed bar. AA and R.AC
listed. Double and family rooms with loilel
and shower en suilc. colour TV and
lea-making facilities. Excellent position for

scafront and entertainments.
Jean and Kdward Fry

•••••VALUE FOR MONEY B&B
PLYMOUTH

(0752) 229705 ETB ̂ ^

OSMOND GUEST HOUSE
42 PIER STREET, WEST HOE
ALL ROOMS; TV. TEA/COFFEE MAKING.
SOME ENSUITE, FOUR POSTER BED.

COURTESY: PICK-UP FROM STATIONS
OPEN ALL YEAR — PARKING

AUSTIN HOTEL
3 CLARENCE PARADE

SOUTHSEA
Licensed

Welcomes the Royal Navy
All rooms bright and modern

Colour TV in all rooms, central
heating, seafront position. No

restrictions
Discount allowed for Serving

Personnel

Telephone Portsmouth 821785

Canterbury Bell
IV Guest House

29 SI Simons Road, Southsea,
Portsmouth.

Modern. Comfortable En-Suite
accommocialion. All rooms i'?ve

Satellite TV, lea'coftee making facilities
& are centrally heated. Private car

parking. 1/2 bedroom flats are av.̂ il;:Dle
for self-catering. Rooms from £ ! 4 per

person per night
Phone/Fax Catriona Randall on

(0705) 826917

INVERKEITHING
Bore/and Lodge Private Hotel
31-33 Borebuid Rd. Inverkeithing
1Wm Rosyth Dockyard. En-suile
accommodation in 28 comfortable and
modern bedrooms all with Satellite TV

and tea/coffee making facilities.
From £14 B&B

Telephone 0383 413792

FAX 0383 413942

PLYMOUTH
SAINT MALO

LICENSED GUEST HOUSE
19 Garden Civs., West Hoe

All rooms with colour TV. tea—coffee
making facilities and central heating.
Bed and breakfast. Evening meal avail-
ahle. Close to railway and bus station.

Tel: Delphim- James 0752 262%)

LADY HAMILTON
21 The Hard, Portsmouth

Ye o/de alehouse
Reopened after more than

70 years
Free house and B&B (special

rates naval personnel)
Tel: 0705 870505

SOUTHSEA
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE
52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA

Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally
situated for the Naval Base/shopping
centres/Continental Ferry Port/beaches etc.
Own keys, no restrictions, colour TV. in all

rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks
JUNE & TERRY (0705) 832440

LONDON
REDLAND HOUSE HOTEL

52, Kendal St, Hyde Park, London W2 2BP
BUDGET PRICED ACCOMMODATION

IN CENTRAL LONDON
NAVAL PERSONNEL WELCOME

Singles £32. Doubles £42 inc. full
English breakfast 5 mins. Piccadilly

FAX: 071 402 9049
TEL: 071 723 7118/2344

PLYMOUTH
THE THREE TIERS GUEST

HOUSE 41 NORTH ROAD EAST
Telephone Plymouth 0752 228483
Close to railway station, city centre and
naval establishments. All rooms have
satellite TV and tea making facilities.
Full English breakfast. Full central

heating. Very reasonable rates.
OPEN ALL YEAR

Toir Hosts: John and Glenys Sanders

PLYMOUTH
THE FIRS

Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly
family-run Guest House offers you a
warm welcome and personal service.
Facilities include residents' lounge,

TV/Radio, Tea/Coffee. Central heating all
rooms. From £13 pp.

13 Pier Street, West Hoe
Telephone (0752) 262870

PLYMOUTH

IRVINE'S
SO, Grand Parade, West Hoe
Overlooking Drake's Island and

Plymouth Sound offering comfortable
bed & breakfast accommodation. All

rooms have colour TV. H&C. tea/coffee.
C.H. Some private parking. From E13.

Tel: 0752 227739

Hampshire Court Hotel
30, Hampshire Terrace, Southsea, P01 2QF

Delightful Listed Building 1823. Central for seafront,
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Car parking.

B&B prices from: £14 single, £25 double.

TEL: PORTSMOUTH (0705) 823522

GLADYER INN
ROSYTH

Easy walking distance yard

Video — Jukebox — Pool — Darts — Live entertainment

PUBLIC BAR - LOUNGE - FUNCTION SUITE
21 twin-double rooms all en suite Reasonable rates

Telephone 0383 419977
Fax 0383 411728

EVERLEY
Guest House, Southsea — Portsmouth

2 NIGHT SPECIAL DISCOUNT FOR NAVY NEWS SUBSCRIBERS
OFFER CLOSES END OF MARCH 1994

Single + Full English B'Fast £11.OO/Double + Full English B'Fast £20.00
Double Ensuite + Full English B'Fast £25.00 Family Rooms incl. Cols available

All Rooms: CTV-SKY-Tea/Coffee-Own Keys
CLOSE TO ALL AMKN1TIES Major Cmlil Canls Acceptct/

33 Festing Road, Southsea, Portsmouth, PO4 ONG

THE ELMS
Guest House

48 Victoria Road South, South sea
(Residential Licence)

Family run Guest House, only 5 minutes from
beach and nightlife B&B. holiday or Short stay
Colour TV and tea/cotlee facilities in all rooms TV
lounge, cosy bar. close to Naval Base, ferries,
stations and shops Own keys Limited parking

Paddy and John (Joe) Erskine
Portsmouth (0705) 823924

SHROPSHIRE COURT
GUEST HOUSE

33 Granada Road, Southsea
Friendly family run. 2 mins. from sea and
entertainments. Close to ferries. Naval base,
shops, etc. Own keys, Satellite TV all rooms,
no restrictions, B&B. Holiday or short stay.

Ample private car-parking
Mrs Pat Green (0705) 731043

ALBATROSS
Guest House
51 Waverley Road, Southsea,

Hants POS 2PJ (0705 828325)
Prop Ann Baker

Car Park on premises
You are guaranteed a friendly welcome
in this home from home in Southsea.
Each bedroom has been decorated with
a nautical theme and has all the atmos-
phere of the great Naval traditions of
this area. There are also colour TV.
private washing facilities, tea and cof-
fee, and full central heating in each
room. Special rates for winter months.

"Away Days in Plymouth"
Small friendly Guest House overlooking
the Hoe and Seafront A good bed and
4-course breakfast, colour TV. tea/coffee
facilities, c.tv. en-suite rooms available

From £24 Double. £13 Singles
Telephone lor brochure

0752 660675
EDQCUMBE GUEST HOUSE

50 Pier Street, West Hoe, Plymouth PL1 3BT

PLYMOUTH
Mountbatten Hotel

52 Exmouth Road, Stoke,
Plymouth PL14QH

MMK.V OWNED HOTEL I,V QIHET CUL-DC-SAC
* Licensed bar * Colour TV. 4

Tea/Coffix- all bedrooms
* Many en-suite * ETB 2 Crowns
* Extensive Breakfast Menu
* Varied Selection Dinner Menu (optional)
* Ample Free Parking
* Credit Cards accepted * Open All Year
* Walking distance Naval Base and Reet

Club
HOTEL SERVICE GUEST HOUSE PRICES

Telephone 0752 563843

PORTSMOUTH
HAMILTON HOUSE

95 Victoria Road North, Southsea POS 1PS

DELIGHTFUL^ ̂  COMMENDED GUEST HOUSE

RAC
Bright, modern CH rooms, some ensute, all with CTV and teamaking.

Centrally located 5 mins Naval base, centres, station & ferry ports
Tel/Fax Graham & Sandra Tubb (0705) 823502

"Aggies " cares for sailors
families

PLYMOUTH—|
HOEOATE HOUSE

Situated The Hoe and Barbican area, close walking
distance city centre, bus station. Rooms ol hign
standard with showers, colour TV. H&C. tea/coffee
facilities, central heating, English/Continental breakfast

From £12.50 pp-t14 pp
Tel: 0752 661033

Hoegate Street, The Hoe, Plymouth
PL1 2JB.

tiOSPORT "CHERRY TREES" 15
Linden Grove. Alvcrstokc. Family
run guest house. ETB registered. Eng-
lish breakfast, h/c. tea-making. TV all
rooms, children welcome, close terry-
HMS Sullan and Dolphin. Rales £ 1 1
per night. Contact Lin or Steve Gell
0705 521543.

Special Winter Breaks

PORTSMOUTH

£17 Per Person, Twin/Double with En-suite — Sharing

Rates from November 1, '93

hotehbis
Formerly

Arcade Hotel

ibis

PORTSMOUTH
Weekend rates throughout the week:
£37.75 single £21.75 pp twin/double
Bed & Breakfast (Naval personnel)
• 144 bedrooms with ensuite shower/we
• Colour TV/radio • Tea/Coffee facilities

• Bar/restaurant

WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE

PORTSMOUTH (0705) 640000

•SANDRINGHAM HOTEIrf™B*

PORTSMOUTH
Special rates for Naval Personnel from £20pp pn B&B
Seafront Hotel, 45 bedrooms all en-suite. Close to shops.

Dockyard, Naval Base
Wedding Receptions and Reunion Parties our speciality

Osborne Road. Southsea, Hants. Tel: (0705) 826969

PORTSMOUTH ROYAL
SAILORS'HOME CLUB

Queen Street, Portsmouth
The General Manager and Staff wish all
members a very Happy Christmas and

Prosperous New Year, and look forward to
meeting old and new friends in 1994.

Please note AGM will be held on 12.4.94

The Astor Hotel
Elliot Street
The Hoe
Plymouth

RAC TELEPHONE
*** (0752)225511

FAX
(0752) 251994

PLYMOUTH
ASTOB HOTEL

Situated on the famous Hoe, close to the city centre, this
well equipped and elegantly furnished hotel offers, first class
accommodation, food, wines and most importantly, friendly
courteous service whatever the occasion may happen to be.
* Overnight accommodation and full English breakfast from £19.50 pp *

ACCOMMODATION 56 well appointed bedrooms, all with ensuite
bathrooms, colour TV, radio, tea/coffee making facilities and telephone
FUNCTIONS: We will cater for all types of function at very competitive

prices. Weddings, Mess dinners, Reunions up to 120 max.

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU

SOUTHSEA
MARMION LODGE GUEST HOUSE
71 MARMION ROAD, SOUTHSEA

0705 822150
Friendly, family run, TV, CH,

Tea/Coffee all bedrooms, 10 mins
Dockyard, Seafront, 5 mins shopping

centre. Own keys, car parking.
Resident Proprietors Joan & Bill Martin

SOUTHSEA

HARMONY GUEST HOUSE
Residential drinks licence • H&C • TV in all rooms •
Comfortable residents lounge • Separate dining room
(licensed) • Close to South Parade Pier and Rock

Gardens • Families and children welcome
Special rates tor RN and RNA

Stella Western, Harmony Guest House,
11 a Malnern Read, Southsea POS 2LZ

(0705) 821696

ORLANDO, FLORIDA — luxury 3
bcd/2 bathroom bungalow for rental.
Fully furnished and sleeps 8. own pri-
vate pool. Close to attractions and
conven ien t for Canavera l and
beaches. Phone 0752 256041 for
details.

MALTA, MELLIEHA. Luxury 2-
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one
mile from the best beach in Malta and
close to local amenities. Flights can be
arranged. Telephone 081-567 5824.

SKI TIGNES French Alps, s/c apts in
chalet close to the lifts. 300km pistes,
102 lifts. British owners in residence
during the season. Tel. Robin 081 940
1270 or Gordon 0932 782439.

ROOMS TO FILL?
Fill them through Navy News.

Over a quarter million readers every month.

For advertising details:

Tel: (0705) 826040 Fax: (0705) 830149
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Property, Removals and Miscellaneous /

C Property Management
263 Fawcett Road, Southsea

Specialists in the management of the homes of RN personnel
We offer a full and comprehensive management service, including

attention to the smallest detail
If you are thinking of letting your home in the Portsmouth or
surrounding areas, please contact Tracey Mackenzie or Michael

Talmondt for further details
Phone (0705) 861550 Fax (0705) 818081

'we are ex Navy and understand the problems'

Executive Homes
Let and manage quality houses and flats
in and around Portsmouth, throughout

Hampshire and West Sussex
Contact us for a brochure.

0705511644

HALIFAX PROPERTY SERVICES

THINKING OF
LETTING

We are a leading firm of
Estate Agents offering a

specialist management service
if Regular Inspections
* Monthly computerized

accounting
* Full Inventory Service
* Competitive fees
* Careful tenant selection
* Landlords Protection

Insurance
Why not have the benefit of our
long experience in this field of
management and telephone for a

brochure or home visit

4 High Street,
Gosport, PO12 1BZ

•S (0705) 586816

LETTING VOMR HOME?
then contact

LD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT!

The Professional Property
Service For The
Naval Landlord

0329236655
MILTON HOUSE, |- K () I> K R T Y

7 HIGH ST, FAREHAM MAS \(;KMKM

THE BARBERS
AT

GIEVES AND HAWKES
22, THE HARD, PORTSMOUTH

Gentlemen,
for a good haircut

call in or by appointment
0705 821351 ext 206

HBLACK HORSE AGENCIES
J Parkinson Fairlie Robertson

SAILING SOON?Are you considering letting your property for the duration?
If so, for friendly competent advice and a copy of our 'Guide To Letting Your Property'

Telephone Fareham 234441 or Southampton 445899
We cover the South Coast from Lymington to Chlchester

• ALWAYS THE WIDEST
CHOICE OF HOMES TO RENT

•COURTESY CARS AND
ACCOMPANIED VIEWINGS

• EVERY PROPERTY SELF
CONTAINED

• FURNISHED AND
UNFURNISHED HOMES
ALWAYS AVAILABLE

• PROFESSIONAL
INVENTORIES AND
SCHEDULES OF CONDITION

•SECURE TENANCY
AGREEMENTS

• DEPOSITS FULLY BONDED
• PROMPT REPAIR SERVICE
•MEMBERSOF ASSOCIATION

OF RESIDENTIAL LETTING
AGENTS

LEADERS FOR
NAVAL LETTINGS
Call Leaders and you're

almost home

45 OSBORNE ROAD, SOUTHSEA.
TEL: (0705) 838344. FAX: (0705) 870144.

190 WEST STREET, FAREHAM.
TEL: (0329) 825282. FAX: (0329) 826160.

MARINE ARTIST
ANY SHIP, SCENE OR

SETTING PROFESSIONALLY
PORTRAYED

IAN FRASER (ex RN)
37A Chilwell Road

Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH

NAUTICAL ANTIQUE CENTRE,
OLD BAKERY, HOPE SQUARE,
WEYMOUTH. Thousands of mari-
time items stocked. SAE please for
wants/disposals. Telephone day 0305
777838, evenings 0305 783180.

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES.
Silk or wire badges from £6 for Ships'
Associations. 1. Reed Court, Lonewell
Green, Bristol 0272 327967.

HIGH QUALITY wooden ship mod-
els for sale. Commissions also under-
taken. For information send SAE to
Mike Fuller, Laurel Cottage, Park
Lane, Carhampton, Somerset TA24
6NL. Tel. 0643 821293.

FOR SALE: Latest technology video
phones. See your loved one when you
want. Brand new unwanted prize, cost
£399.00 each. Will accept £500.00 for
both. Southampton area. Telephone
(0489) 576792.

WANTED Naval officer's dress
sword. Please ring John Lovelace,
(0271) 860334, with details and price.

DRESSMAKING. Molly's: Dress-
making, Ballgowns, weddings and al-
t e r a t ions . Phone N u m b e r 0705
786957.

ATTRACTIVE BRUNETTE, di-
vorced, slim, N/S, home/car owner,
various interests, seeks unattached
kind and considerate naval officer, 40
plus for genuine lasting relationship.
Somerset/Dorset based. Photo appre-
ciated. Navy News Box No 1173

BEAUTIFUL SEXY curvy tanned
girl 18, long black hair, big hazel eyes,
seeks tanned good-looking navy man
22-32, to love, lasting relationship/
write/meet. Are you my dream man?
ALA. Navy News Box No. 1172.

REGIMENTAL Ties, Blazer Badges,
Cuff-links, Buttons, Medals, Cap
Badges, Mi l i ta r ia , £1 for list. Cairn-
cross (Dep. NN), 31, Belle Vue St.,
Filey, N. Yorks YO14 9HU.

HAND-EMBROIDERED wire and
silk thread badges. Quality/delivery
guaranteed. Please send design for
price and sample to Interart Un-
limited, Box 1274, Sialkot/Pakistan.
Fax: 0092-432-65463.

RICHIES REMOVALS
Single Hems. Full Loads
Local or Long Distance

Phone Richie. 0329 664042
7 Day Service

III 11111 . RENTACAR

BEST DAILY RENTAL COMPANY 1991,1992,1993

SPECIAL NAVY RATES
FREE UPGRADES LOW ONE WAY RATES

Weekender club, gifts, discounts, free hotel accommodation,
free weekend hire

Limberline Est, Hilsea, Portsmouth 0705 660811

AA FRAMPTON TRADING AS

WELFARE GARAGE
HMS NELSON

* Mechanical * Bodywork
* Electrical * Servicing

for all types of cars
Also Computerised Diagnostic

Tuning etc
MOT's arranged

Tel DOCKYARD EXT 24236
PORTSMOUTH 824802

L INTENSIVE
DRIVING

COURSES
* 5 and 10 day * * Residential *

* Combined Course/Cornish Holiday *
* Credit Cards Accepted *

* Instructor Training Parts 1, 2 and 3 *

TRAVEL CREST MOTORING
SCHOOL

Trevanger, West Tolgus, Redruth,
Cornwall TR15 3TN (0209) 213133

SHIPS BADGES
Handcrafted in superb detail.
Beautifully presented on a
Shield 5x3%ins or Framed
5'/2x5ins at ONLY E10.95 per

badge
Send for free brochure
K & T CRAFTS
Salthouse Mills

Barrow-in-Fumess
Cumbria LA13 OOH

(0229) 830456

REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES <N>
9 PARK STREET

LONDON SE1 SAB
Tel: 071-403 3983

Medals — full size and
miniature, mounted for wear.
Blazer badges, buttons, ties
and heraldic wall plaques.

FREE CATALOGUE
GENUINE ISSUE NAVAL EQUIPMENT

* Naval steaming bats
* Naval hammocks
* Sub sweaters
* Berets
* Naval money belts
*WRNScaps
*DPM jackets
* Naval windproofTRS
* Naval rugby shirts

* Naval wooly pully's * Naval caps
* PTI track tops * Ron Hill tracksters
* AWD trousers * Square neck vests
* White anklets * White belts
* Jumbo kitbags * USA naval kit
* Gun Run gaitors * Naval duffle coats
* WRNS shoes * Combat boots
* Marines DPM smocks * New WRNS suits
* Naval FR coveralls * Marines CMMDO boots
"Britains leading supplies of kit to the professionals"

Tel: 071 790 5257 Free Cat: 071 790 0900 Info: 071 790 5585

Silverman's (Dept N.N), 2 Harford Street, Mile End,
London E1 4PS

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shirts, Sweatshirts,
Polos, Rugby Shirts,
Hooded Tops,
Singlets,
Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered
Badges and Jumpers,
Pennants, Mugs,
Sports Bags and Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits

A S PROMOTIONS
Room 35. 94. Blackhorse Lane

London E17 6AA
Telephone 081-523 3283

Fax: 081 531 7298

Sexy Stretch Lace, Suspenders,
Basques, Bra & Brief Sets,
Stockings, Sensual Swimwear,
Disco Dresses etc.
French Designs - Direct Prices

SEND FOR YOUR
FREE COLOUR CATALOGUE
EVE EMANUELLE • Dept NV1

26-30 SIDNEY STREET,
NOTTINGHAM NG11LL

EMBROIDERED
SWEATERS SWEATSHIRTS

POLO SHIRTS BADGES
PRINTED

TEESHIRTS SWEATSHIRTS
BADGES COFFEE MUGS

AND LOTS MORE! ALL FROM
ONE SUPPLIER

No artwork or setting up costs on the majority
of our goods. High quality, competitive prices
and prompt delivery. BFPO tax-free service.

Send for our new price list:
REYNOLDS SPORTS 51/52 HIGH

STREET, LINCOLN LN5 SAP
Tel: 052Z 513333 Fax: 0522 530383

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE

Full size and miniature medals supplied
and mounted for wear or display. Send

for full list of miniature medals,
emblems, clasps, etc. SAE appreciated

25 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill
Bromsgrove. Worcs. B61 OLG

Telephone* (0527) 835375
Access/Visa we/come

GOLD WIRE SHIPS BADGES IN
Sin x Sin FRAME £12 inc p&p

BLAZER BADGES £10 inc p&p
OFFICERS CAP BADGES £10

ONE OFFS A SPECIALITY.
ALL SHIPS, COMMANDOS,

AIR SQDRNS.
FLYING OVERALL BADGES

MOTIFS OF OLDHAM
11 Dalehead Drive, Shaw, Lanes

Telephone: 0706 846648

IPROMOTE YOUR

WIT

BROCHURE

INTERPRINT
DEPT NN. CRAVEN ARMS
SHROPSHIRE. SY7 SOU

TEL 0588 673444 FAX 0588 676188

TO yOUR OWN DESIGN
T - S H I R T S
S W E A T S H I R T S
P O L O S H I R T S
RUGBY SHIRTS
S W E A T E R S
B A S E B A L L C A P S

For free full tolour brodiure
and price list please c o n t o d :

TEES TOTAL
j HIGH SHEET, WOOTTON USSETT, I
J Nl SWIHDON, WILTSHIRE, SN4 7AI.

TEL: (0793) 849888
FAX- 107931 849890

0329 663038
HIRE & SALES

Roof boxes, ski boxes, bike racks, roof twrs
+ Many other types of carrying equipment

Transport your valuables safely and .
securely on the roof of your air, J

^^ van, bus etc. jf

WALL SHIELDS OF
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS

Hand painted on wooden base 6" x 7"

£20.60 + £1.30 UK postage
REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)
Specialist experience over 85 years

C. H. MUNDAY LTD.
Oxford House, 8 St John's Road
St John's, Woking, Surrey
Telephone 0483 771588 Fax 0483 756627

HMS RFA & RNA WALL SHIELDS
Handmade to order

£18.50'inc UK postage
• add £1 20 for optional motto/title scroll
Up to 30% discount with quantity orders

C & A Beharrell
187 Victoria Avenue. Hull HU5 3EF

Tel:-(0482) 213398
Please send SAE for brochure

FLEET BADGES
in full colour, heatsealed and framed

4, Church View, Oborne,
Mr. Sherborne, Dorset 1)19 4NA

0935 812149
Collectors size 5" x 5'/z" £7.50
Presentation size approx 8"x7".£12.50

Incl UK postage
ALL ROYAL NAVAL

ASSOCIATED BADGES
Personal callers welcome. Crown Copyright ©

GREENBURGH'S
(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS)

WALL PLAQUES
HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN

£19.45 + £1.30 UK POSTAGE
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE

BADGES, WIRE OR SILK ANY DESIGN AND QUANTITY
TIES, CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN
CAP TALLIES, ANY DESIGN

Send SAE for price list

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX
BN3 4PE TEL: (0273) 416138

CORIVO TANKARDS 1
Quality tankards, flasks and silverware

engraved with Badges,
logos or any unusual design.

Competitive prices,
colour brochure available.
CORTVO PRODUCTS

190A ROCKINGHAM STREET, SHEFFIELD SI 4ED
(0742) 754168

\ ENGRAVING
*- Service Available

r GLOSSOP
* TROPHIES

I Manufacture Pewter Tankards',
5 TO Trophies. Goblets and Hip Flasks

'Ml Tankards Engraved with
tjP Badge/Crest from £5.50 + VAT

i SEND FOR OUR FREE
. > CATALOGUE

m TEL: (0742) 589584
P FAX: (0742) 583431

GLOSSOP TROPHIES, 141 LONDON ROAD, SHEFFIELD S2 4LE

LOST Your
Medals?
We can

replace them

NOW
Full Size & Miniatures.

Mounting Service & Ribbons.
S.A.E. for Replacement List
Toad Hall, Newton Ferrers,
Plymouth, Devon, England,

PL81DH

PEN PALS
OF YOUR
CHOICE
WORLDWIDE PEN PALS
to YOUR age and interest

REQUIREMENTS
Please send SAE for membership details to:
"Plenty Pen Pals," Ref NN1,
PO Box 45, Liverpool L23 SUP
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Notice Board
Points Appointments Promotions to Chief

THE following list shows the total points of
the men and women at the top of each
advancement roster for petty officer and
leading rates as at December 1, 1993.

Intermediates (Int) indicates that person-
nel can be advanced before they are eligible
to receive merit points or before the roster
can be adjusted to take account of them.
This means that personnel are advanced in
"basic date" order. Dates shown against
"Int," rosters are the basic dates of the top
eligible personnel.

The number following the points (or basic
dates) is the number of men who were ad-
vanced during November.

CCMEAML — Int, (25.11.91). Nil;
CCMEAEL — Int, (15.7.93), Nil;
CCMEAMLSM — Int, (1.4.93), Nil;
CCMEAELSM — Int. (4.6.92), Nil;
CCWEAADC — Int. (28.7.92). 1;
CCWEAWDO — Int. (28.7.92). Nil;
CCWEAADCSM — Int. (20.7.93). Nil;
CCWEAWOOSM — Int. (13.11.92). Nil;
CCAEAM — Int. (1.5.92). Nil; CCAEAR —
Int, Nil; CCAEAWL — Int. (1.9.90). Nil.

PCKEWXO)/(RSXW) — Int. (7.6.91), Nil;
LS(EW)/LRO(W) — Int, (14.7.92), Nil; PO(M)
— Int, (14.7.92) 1; LS(M) — Int, (10.3.92J, 3;
PO(R) — 253, Nil; LS(R) — 145. Nil; PO(S)
— Int (16.2.93), 2; LS(S) — Int, (27.9.91), 2;
PO(D) — 261, Nil; LS(D) — 439, Nil;
PO(MW)(0) — Int, (14.7.92), Nil; LS(MW) —
Int, (27.9.91), Nil; PO(SH) — 386. 1; LS<SR)
— 239, 2; PCHSEA) — 276, Nil; CY — 308,3;
LROfT) — 297, Nil; RS — 287, 2; LRO(G) —
232, Nil; PORT — 303, 2; RPO — 270. 3.

POMEM(L)(GS) — Int. (24.6.92). 4;
LMEM(L)(GS) — Int. (24.8.92). 5; PO-
MEM(MXGS) — 482. 10; LMEM(M)(GS) —
302, Nil; POWEM(0)(GS) — 209, Nil;
LWEM(O)(GS) — Int (7.11.91) 3;
POWEM(R)(GS) — Int, (7.7.92). 12:
LWEM(RMGS) — Int, (19.1.93), 10; POCA —
159,1; POCK(GS) — 426, 2; LCK(GS) — 85,
4; POSTD(GS) — 577. 5; LSTD(GS) — Int,
(17.10.91). 4; POSA(GS) — 568, 5; LSA(GS)
— 111,2; POWTH(GS) — Int. (6.8.91). 2;
LWTR(GS) — Int. (11.6.92). 3; POM A — Int
(9.7.91), Nil; LMA — Dry, 4.

PO(S)(SM)(O) — Int, (27.8.91) Nil;
LS(S)(SM) — 351, Nil; PO(TS)(SM) — Int,
(25.3.92), Nil; LSfTSMSM) — Int. (19.8.91).
Nil; RS(SM) — 233. Nil; LRO(SM) — Int,
(4.6.91), Nil; POMEM(LXSM) — 464. Nil;
LMEM(LXSM) — 89. 3; POMEM(M)(SM) —
789. 1; LMEM(M)(SM) — 794, Nil; PO(WSM)
— 379. 2; LOM(WSM) — 206, Nil;
POWEM(RHSM) — Int, (3.11.92). Nil;

Pen Friends
READERS seeking penfriends in the Royal
Navy are listed below. Any sailor who writes
to an applicant must use a stamped enve-
lope bearing the applicant's name and
town. The letter should be enclosed in a
second envelope addressed to "Pen Pals,"
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth. On
receipt the replies will be redirected — but
only if they have been stamped.

Sarah (18) Isle of Wight. Karen (28) Ports-
lade, Sussex. Melba (21) Runcorn, Chesh-

LWEM(RXSM) — 217, Nil; PO(UWXSM) —
Dry. Nil; POSA(SM) — 168, Nil; LSA(SM) —
Int. (18.6.92), Nil; POWTR(SM) — 102, Nil;
LWTR(SM) — Int, (3.3.92), Nil; POCK(SM)
— Int, Nil; LCK(SM) — 807. 2; POSTD(SM)
— 3%, Nil; LSTD(SM) — 730, Nil.

POA(AH) — 860. Nil; LA(AH) — 742, Nil;
POA(METOC) — Int, (16.7.93), Nil; LAIME-
TOC) — Dry, 3; POA(PHOT) — 308, 1;
POA(SE) — 438, Nil; LA(SE) — 231. Nil;
POACMN — 445, 1; POAEM(M) — 333, 1;
LAEM(M) — 367, 8; POAEM(R) — 110. Nil;
LAEM(R) — 425. Nil; POAEM(WL) — 446. 3:
LAEM(WL) — 596. 4; POAC — Dry, 1.

POWREN(R) — 247, Nil; LWREN(R) —
116, Nil; POWREN(RS) — 307, Nil;
LWREN(RO) — 244, Nil; POWREN(PT) —
227, Nil; RPOWREN — 153, Nil; POW-
RENCK — Int, (17.10.91), Nil; LWRENCK —
Int. (18.2.93). Nil; POWRENSTD — 788. Nil:
LWRENSTD — Int, (20.6.91), Nil; POW-
RENSA — 445. Nil; LWRENSA — Int.
(20.6.91), Nil; POWRENWTR — 107, 1;
LWRENWTR — int. (9.3.92), 2; POW-
RENWTR(G) — 227. 1; LWRENWTR(G) —
Int, Nil; POWRENMETOC — Int. Nil;
LWRENMETOC — Int, Nil; POWRENPHOT
— Int, (1.10.91), Nil.

POWRENAEM(M) — 367, Nil; LWREN-
AEM(M) — 273, Nil; POWRENAEM(R) —
Int. (7.11.91). Nil; LWRENAEM(R) — 339.
Nil; POWRENAEM(WL) — 418, Nil; LWREN-
AEM(WL) — 396. Nil; POWRENETS — 357.
Nil; LWRENETS — 143, Nil; LWRENTEL —
473, Nil; POWRENWA — 131. Nil;
LWRENWA — 169. 1; POWRENDHYG —
193, Nil; POWRENDSA — Int, (9.7.91), Nil;
LWRENDSA — 112. Nil; POEN(G) — Int,
(10.9.91), Nil; LEN(G) — Int, Nil; PONN —
Int, (10.3.92), Nil; POMA(Q) — 101, Nil;
LMA(Q) — Int, (10.9.91). 1.

The Basic Dates quoted for the female
ratings in the following categories, which
have no examination for the next higher
rate, are applied in accordance with
BR1066 Chapter 22:

POWREN OA — Int. Nil; POWREN MT —
411, Nil; POWREN TEL — 1260, Nil.

In accordance with DCI(RN) 37/93 all
qualified female seagoers now appear on
the RN rosters only.

It should be noted that the number of
813s issued in the female categories are
those advanced from the female Shore
Roster.

It should be noted ..iat the November
1993 award of C281 merit points are not
applied to the rosters until February 1 1994.

ire. Tessa (30) Surrey. Anna (21) Bognor
Regis. W. Sussex. Miss T. (21) Bognor
Regis, W. Sussex. Nicole (27) Kent. Trisha
(25) Bristol. Julie (32) Preston, Lanes.
Debbie (20) Johnstone. Renfrewshire.

Lindsey (31) Clayhall, llford. Joanne (21)
Huntington, Cambs. Shelley (23) Southsea,
Hants. Lynda (39) Pudsey. Leeds. Jean (42)
Preston, Lanes. Netta (35) Barrow-in-Fur-
ness, Cumbria. Pauline (27) Linwood, Ren-
frewshire. Lesley (32) Kent. Lisa (26) En-

HAVE YOU
MISSED US?
Back copies available

Ring Sylvia Newman,

PORTSMOUTH 0705 826040
Navy News - The Paper that lives

up to its name!

THE ASSOCIATION OF
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS

Patron
Her Majesty The Queen

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving
and Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRNS. QARNNS and
their Reserves.

Formed in 1925, ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including
Honorary Members (the widows or former members) with grants and
bursaries from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £1 million, wherever
there is a need.

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the
annual subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: "House
Purchase Generous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance,
and competitive conveyancing costs "AA Membership saving up to £30 per
year 'Legal & Medical Consultations at free or favourable rates 'Trade
Discounts of up to 33% in a wide range of services including insurance,
travel, medical, jewellery, wines and many more.

A List of Members and a Year Book are issued, and ARNO organises:
'Regional Social functions and group holidays. *a list of members
worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays 'Social
introductions 'Mail redirection "Swords and uniform items for sale "an
ARNO credit card

For membership application form complete the following:

To: Ll. Cdr. I M P Coombes RN. ARNO. 70 Porchesler Terrace. London
W2 3TP. Please send me details and a membership application form

VICE-ADMIRAL Sir Michael Layard, the Second Sea Lord, is to be
promoted Admiral and becomes Second Sea Lord and C-in-C Naval
Home Command from April 1, 1994. Vice Admiral Toby Frere, Flag
Officer Submarines, succeeds Vice Admiral Sir Neville Purvis as Chief of
Fleet Support in February.

Rear Admiral J.J.R. Tod to be promoted Vice Admiral and to be Deputy
Commander Fleet in succession to Vice Admiral Sir Geoffrey Biggs, June
1994.

Other appointments include:
Rear-Admiral N. J. Wilkinson as Com-

mandant of the Joint Services Defence Col-
lege Greenwich, March 31. 1994

Capt J. G. F. Cooke, ADC to HM The
Queen, November 1.

Cap! A. S. Ritchie, ADC to HM The
Queen, November 1. Captain HMS Dryad.
September 17.

Capt P. R. Sutermeister, HMS Excellent

Sivop Drafts
AB(MW) Travers, Security, RN air station

Culdrose, drafted HMS Defiance in Feb. Will
swop for any Scottish shore base.

RO1(G) Garden, HMS Marlborough,
drafted Northwood in Feb. Will consider any
Scottish draft.

LWWTR Rutland, UPO HMS Raleigh ext.
41255, drafted to ACCHAN HMS Warrior in
Jan. Will swop for any Plymouth or Ports-
mouth draft. Must be PV'd.

LWTH Mutvihill, HMS Monmouth. Will
swop for any Scottish-based sea service
draft.

LWTR Lindley, FOSF, Portsmouth naval
base ext. 825500, drafted 849 Sqn. RN Air
Station Culdrose. Will swop for any Ports-
mouth-based ship.

MEM(L)1 Fenton, HMS Gloucester. Will
swop for any Devonport-based ship, de-
ploying or not.

LWEM(O) Birks, HMS Beagle. Will swop
for any Portsmouth-based ship, deploying
or not.

LREG Ward, Security Section BRNC
Dartmouth ext. 212 or 0822 87241. Will con-
sider any draft — non-security.

LSA Wilde, HMS Brilliant, Stores Office,
drafted Portsmouth FMRO in Feb. Will
swop for any Devonport draft.

STD Noble, HMS Osprey ext. 2626 or
2605. Will swop for any Portsmouth or Lon-
don shore base.

LMEM(L) Hodgson, HMS Sandown. tel.

field, Middlesex. Sacha (23) Ditton Priors,
Shropshire.

Julie (36) Plymouth, Devon. Lynn (23)
East Kilbride. Scotland. Miss T. (20) Essex.
Lisa (32) Sunbury on Thames, Middx. Kee-
gan (18) Dagenham, Essex. Alex (40) Ports-
mouth, Hants. Yvette (25) Stanford le hope.
Essex. Josie (39) Preston, Lanes. Dorothy
(42) Shaftesbury. Dorset. Samantha (21)
Milton Keynes, Bucks.

Grace (51) Shaftesbury, Dorset. Sarah
(25) Ramsgate. Kent. Wendy (29) Poole,
Dorset. Cathy (27) Dagenham, Essex.
Mandy (54) W. Sheffield, Yorks. Isobel (46)
Shaftesbury, Dorset. Trudy (28) St. Austell.
Cornwall. Gail (18) Gillingham, Kent. Tina
(24) Rotherham, S. Yorks. Shan (31) Thorn-
hill, Southampton.

Becky (17) Hartlepool, Cleveland. Hayley
(18) Bridgwater. Somerset. Sharon (29) St.
Ann's, Nottingham. Cindy (41) Portsmouth,
Hants. Kirety (17) Bradford, W. Yorks. Sally
(26) Droitwich Spa, Worcs. Sue (46) Shef-
field. Sandra (41) Ramsgate, Kent. Linda
(28) Birmingham, Elizabeth (42) Wrexham.

Josie (24) Ramsgate, Kent. Miss S. (19)
Swansea. Louise (20) Breaston, Derbys.
Jenny (25) Llanelli, Dyfed. Karen (29) Rams-
gate. Kent. Christine (33) Tyne & Wear. Ali-
son (26) Edenbridge. Kent. Corinne (23)
West Drayton. Middx. Debbie (26) Clayton,
Manchester. Charlotte (19) Bridgewater,
Somerset.

in command. November 23.
Lt.-Cdr. M. E. A. Flanagan, HMS Dumbar-

ton Castle in command, April 19, 1994.

Cdre C.M.C. Crawford, Collingwood in
command, January 13 1994.

Capt R.F. Strange, Dolphin as Captain,
January 11 1994.

Cdr I.S.H. Richards, Repulse (stbd) in
command, January 25 1994.

0383 412121 ext. 62169. Will consider any
draft, deploying or not.

MEM(M)1 Bickerton, HMS Gloucester.
Will swop for any Rosyth sea or shore billet.

LWTR Jones, HMS Bulldog. Will consider
any ship, deploying or not.

STD Ritchie, HMS Seahawk ext. 2124.
Will swop for any Portsmouth shore base or
Portmouth-based ship (due LSTD Nov. 19).

WEM(O) Sanders, HMS Arrow, drafted
HMS Defiance FMB in March. Will swop for
any Rosyth or Faslane shore base or any
sea draft out of any port.

RO1 Byrne, HMS Battleaxe ext. 54833
(Devonport), drafted HMS Illustrious. Will
swop for any Devonport-based ship.

LS(R) Dow, HMS Nottingham (ADAWS
trained), drafted HMS Dryad in Feb. Will
swop for any Portsmouth-based ship.

LWEMO Downing, HMS Brave 0752
553740 ext. 53340. Will swop for any Ro-
syth-based ship, deploying or not.

WR01 Stevenson, COMMCEN Fort
Southwick, B Watch ext. 5308. Will swop for
any Plymouth COMMCEN draft.

LS(S) Thomas (2050), HMS Dryad ext
4402. Drafted HMS Exeter Feb 94, deploy-
ing. Will swop for any other ship.

PO(D) Rickard, coxswain HMS Brock-
lesby. Will swop for any South of England
MCMV or diving team. LFS also
considered.

Tanya (18) Chilton Polden. Somerset.
Una (26) Newport, Gwent. Dawn (21) Chert-
sey, Sussex. Denise (22) Halstead, Essex.
Janet (40) Chelsfield, Kent. Tish (55) Stour-
port on Severn, Worcestershire. Andrea
(23) Nottingham. Julie (25) Andover, Hants.
Katie (24) Plymouth. Allyson (26) Yeovil.
Somerset.

Lizzie (23) Yeovil, Somerset. Odelle (20)
Llanelli, Dyfed. Dawn (23) Aylesbury. Bucks.
Penny (27) Gravesend, Kent. Marie (18) Lla-
nelli, Dyfed. Gwen (32) Aylesbury, Bucks.
Dawn (17) Warrington, Lanes. Sarah (23)
Gosport. Hants. Jenny (25) Llanelli. Joan
(48) Islington, London.

Geraldina (30) Llanelli, Dyfed. Karen (21)
Teddington, Middx. Beverley (26) Erding-
ton, Birmingham. Sharon (27) St. Austell.
Cornwall. Jane (27) Plymouth. Julie (21)
Fareham, Hants. Nadine (17) Redditch,
Worcs. Julie (22) Harrow, Middx. Jaime (16)
Loughborough, Leicestershire. Kim (21)
Leeds.

Debbie (22) Gosport, Hants. Sharon (24)
Sheffield, S. Yorkshire. Karan (30) Milton
Keynes, Bucks. Paulette (21) Chapeltown,
Leeds. Maria (29) Illingworth, Halifax.
Judith (23) Blackford, Carlisle. Margaret
(25) Portsmouth. Hants. Jenny (24) Wan-
ganui. New Zealand. Barbara (49) Rams-
gate, Kent. Angela (32) Stockport,
Cheshire.

AUTHORITY for promotion of the following
ratings to chief petty officer was issued
HMS Centurion in November:

OPERATIONS BRANCH
SEAMAN GROUP

To CPO(OPS)(R) — B. F. Phelan (Dryad).
COMMUNICATIONS GROUP

To CRS — S. D. W. Greenfields (North-
wood CIS), S. J. Goodall (Northwood CIS).

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT
To CPOSTD — V. S. Frewer (Alacrity).
To CWRENWTR — H. Y. Waters (Capt

Port Portsmouth).

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
HMS Centurion has been notified of the

following promotions to chief petty officer
artificer which were made by commanding
officers in October.

CPOCT(A) — N. F. Richards (Coventry).
CPOMEA — M. A. Bleaken (Boxer). R. S.

Brunt (Sultan), D. F. Field (Defiance FMB),
K. M. Gall (Turbulent), S. R. Isbister (Ports-
mouth FMRO), G. L. Large (Intrepid), S. J.
Ward (CFM Rosyth), A. I M. Webb (Clyde
Mixman2).

Deaths
R. J. Scott, LACMN 819 Sqn Nov. 6.

Admiral Sir Andrew Lewis, C-in-C Naval
Home Command 1972-74. Served at sea as
a gunnery officer for most of World War II,
ships including HMS Castleton, Boadicea
and Howe and notably Ashanti, being men-
tioned in dispatches after the destroyer was
bombed continuously for 14 hours in Sep-
tember 1940. After the war command the
guided weapons trials ship HMS Girdle
Ness and the missile destroyer HMS Kent.
He was later successively Director General
of Naval Weapons, Flag Officer Flotillas in
the Western Fleet and Second Sea Lord
and Chief of Naval Personnel. Aged 75.

Capt. R. W. Jocelyn, Earl of Roden.
World War II destroyer captain three times
Mentioned in Dispatches. Ships include
Achates, Quality and Panther, the later sunk
off Rhodes by Stuka dive bombers. Aged
83.

A. A. Hack, DSM. Twice Mentioned in
Dispatches. Ships include Anson, Cowdray,
Contest. Aisne. Cleopatra. Belfast and
Obdurate.

W. T. Vemon, Ex-AB. HMS Erebus on D-
Day. Aged 69.

J. B. Morgan, served 1918-46. Ships in-
clude HMS Wishart and Ravager. Aged 92.

R. Pelmaine, served in LTCs at Caen and
Walcheren. Aged 71.

T. Taylor, Ex-Chief Tel. Served in HM
submarines 1935-54. Life member Medway
Towns SOCA. Aged 79.

New Zealand Submarine Old Comrades
Association: R. A. Blann, served in HMS
Sturdy and Astute. Aged 65. J. L McLaugh-
lin, Ex L/Std. Boats include L27, P552, H44
and Tradewind. Aged 70.

J. Griffith, Ships include HMS Spartan
and Aurora. Aged 68.

Cdr N. Scariett-Streatfield, shot down
and captured after sinking the Conte de
Cavour at Taranto while acting as observer
in a Fairey Swordfish of 8t5 Sqn. Men-
tioned in dispatches for organising escape
attempt at Lubeck. Later comanded HMS St
Austell Bay.

R. Hill, Ex-CMEM(M). Served 1966-88.
Last ship HMS Arrow. Aged 46.

B. Ellaway, Member Aircraft Handlers As-
sociation. Served 1959-86.

P. Farr, Ex-AB Ships include HMS
Chieftain.

Cdr J. Murricane, won DSC as pilot of
826 Sqn in the Mediterranean supporting
the Army in the Western Desert. Later com-
manded 1830 Sqn, the first RNVR Sqn to
win the Boyd Trophy for naval airmanship.

ACPOMEA — W. L. Fox (Resolutior
Port), T. P. Harpham (Sultan), P. T. Jea
(Upholder), C. G. Lennox (Sultan). A. D
Macey (Post FMG), A. Newby (Beaver). N. J
Potter (Brilliant), G. E. Ridley (Sceptre), C
Robson (Torbay), D. P. Santangel
(Sceptre).

CPOAEA(WL) — M. S. Cross (801 Sqn.)
M. C. Stafford (899 Sqn. Heron).

CPOAEA(M) — E. J. Cowie (RNAS Cul
drose), D. A. Pritchard (819 Sqn.).

CPOAEA (R) — M. Montgomery (Osprey)
CPOWEA — I. Cross (CFM Rosyth), R

Davis (Defiance FMB), J. D. Drake (Neptune
NT), M. R. Grieve (Defiance FMB), P. Jen-
neys (Capt(H) Devpt) S. Johns (CSST Shore
Fslnj, P. J. Uttlecott (MOD Dgss Ptsmth), A
E. Quayle (Defiance FMB), J. M. Thane
(Collingwood), S. J. Wright (Fit Eng Whale
Is).

CPOMT — M. A. McMenemy (Cochrane)
ACPOMT — V. S. Rawat (RNH Haslar)

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF
ARTIFICER

Authority was issued by HMS Centurion
in November for the following rating to be
promoted to acting charge chief artificer:

ACCWEA — A. M. King (SCU Leydene).

Lieut.-Cdr C. Goodyer-Stanley, RCN.
Member HMS Hood Association.

D. E. Meggitt, ships include HMS Albion,
Reclaim and Nightingale. Aged 60.

R. J. Killalea, Member N. Class Destroyer
Association. Aged 71.

W. Taylor, Ix-CERA. Served 1937-47.
Ships include HMS Repulse, Belfast,
Cottesmore.

The deaths are announced of the follow-
ing members of the Algerines Association,
H. L. Jenkins, QBE, DSC (Lame/Welfare/
MS5), A. G. Holbrook, (Pelorus), H. H.
Priestley, (Hound) and R. A. Treble (Hare).

R. McBeath and B. McKenzie of the Roy-
al Naval Patrol Service Association.

Harry "Chippy" Bow, retired as Commis-
sioned Shipwright 1945. Served on assis-
tance HM ships Iron Duke, Champion,
Resource. Pangbourne, Nelson, Manches-
ter, Dido, Hornet, Mobile Land Repair Unit
2. Veteran of Malta campaign and Salerno
landings 1943. Nov. 17 aged 90.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

The deaths are reported of the following
shipmates:

A. B. Stakemier, Cambridge. Ships in-
clude HMS Boxer.

G. Branford, Ex-RM Secretary, Stourport.
Ships include HMS Belfast.

C. E. Sutton, Ex-Regulating Branch,
founder member, vice president and life
member Cwmbran. Chairman HMS Prince
of Wales Association and TS Kittiwake.
Aged 73.

S. Brown, North Reddish. Aged 59.
C. Davis, Skipton and District. Served

1941-1946. Ships include HMS Ceylon.
Aged 71.

W. Facer, Ex-RM, Birmingham Central,
founder member and vice president.

G. Mitford, Bloxwich. Aged 68.
D. Lyrtleton, Greenford. Aged 67.
G. Nuttall, Kidderminster.
Sir John Langford Holt, president

Shrewsbury.
R. K. Clements, Ex-Seaman Gunner and

Diver, chairman Swansea. Served HMS
Vernon (minesweepers) and HMS Whitby.
Member RBL and RNSA. Aged 49.

F. Fisher, Blackpool. Served in HMS
Kingston and LST 12.

K. Stacey, Ex-FAA, Taunton. Aged 65.
J. Gilliland, South Liverpool. Aged 82.
Bill Spence, Oldham. Served in des-

troyers, sweepers 1942-45. Wounded dur-
ing service HMS London 1947-50 (Korea).
Served MN three years.

Norman Taylor, Oldham. November 6.
Aged 65.

Unveiling soon for new-look Lusty

STILL under wraps — but not for long,
HMS Illustrious is almost ready for her
first set of sea trials following refit at
Devonport.

Capt. Richard Phillips takes command on
December 18 and the trials begin in Janu-
ary. Once the tent-like covers have been
removed the major external changes will
become visible.

The changes which will distinguish the

carrier from her sister-ships include a 100-
seat aircrew briefing room on the star-
board side of the fo'c'sle, the roof of which
will provide extra space for aircraft on the
flight deck.

She will also have a new mainmast and a
13-degree ski ramp replaces the old
seven-degree ramp, thus enabling the new
Sea Harrier FRS2 to launch with a heavier
load of weapons and fuel.

Three Goalkeeper close-in weapons
systems replace the two Phalanx and new
sponsons have been added for chaff and
decoy launchers.

Internally, the ship has been extensively
rewired for the external modifications.
There is more accommodation and office
space and some mess decks have been
converted to cater for up to 100 female
personnel.
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When you
purchase both
these super matching
T-shirts & sweatshirts.

ORDER FORM
Please tick the appropriate box/boxes for those items which you require and fill in your address details and specific order requirements in the space provided below.

Please return the completed from to:- The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, PO1 3HH.

1. Sweatshirts
Our comfortable top quality sweatshirts are excellent value,
small size available in pink, yellow, green & red, and
medium size pink only.

UK Surface Mail
Adult £5.50 £6.05
Children £3.00 £3.30

By popular demand - Ship & Flag design sweatshirts
(white only) now available in S,M,L & XL sizes.

UK Surface Mail
£12.50 £13.05

2. T-Shirts D
Our ever popular T-shirts are available in white with our
Ship & Flag design on the front.

Sizes
Children 22" - 32"
Adult M,L, XL

XXL

UK
£4.00
£4.75
£6.00

Air Mail
£4.75
£6.25
£7.25

Please send me:-

1. Sweatshirts

2. T-Shirts

3. Polo Shirts

4. Books Quantity .

5. Christmas Cards Quantity .

6. Desk Tidy Quantity .

7. Calendar Quantity .

3. Polo Shirts D
Smart and colourful our polo shirts suit all ages.

Sizes Colour UK Air Mail
Children 18" 20" 22" pink, white, £2.25 £2.75

mint, blue
Adult M,L, XL black, red, £5.99 £7.99

jade, navy

CHRISTMAS DELIVERY CANNOT BE GUARANTEED
FOR ORDERS RECEIVED AFTER THE 15 DECEMBER.

Please send my order to:..

4. Book LJ
The Royal Navy's story in the nuclear age - as told in the
pages of Navy News. Over 200 items from Suez to the
Gulf War.

£9.95 + 75p UK p&p, (£1 overseas p&p).

5. Christmas Cards LJ
A high quality colourful Christmas card in the famous Jack
cartoon style. Designed exclusively for Navy News readers
by Tugg. Measures 83/4"x6'/4".

6 cards with envelopes £4.50 incl. p&p.

6. Desk Tidy D
Our desk tidies make a practical and interesting desk top
feature with six colourful paintings and text of modem and
historic Royal navy vessels. UK Surface Mail

Cheques/P.O. to accompany orders, payable to Navy News. For orders outside UK
payment is to be made by cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling.

Payment by credit card ie. Access, Visa, Delta, Mastercard.

Card Number

ALSO AVAILABLE:
Postcard size photographs
of ships of the Royal Navy.
See main advertisement on page 5.

1994 NAVY NEWS
CALENDAR.
This years theme
SHIP TO SHORE.
See main
advertisement
on page 7.
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Fred fakes to
the road again

SITTING comfortably is ex-Colour Sergeant RM Fred Roseman, pictured with two
members of Flag Officer Plymouth's staff and Mr Bob Wall, Plymouth Area Committee
RNBT.

Seventy-e ight -year-o ld
Fred, who served in the Mar-
ines from 1932-45, in HMS Re-
nown, HMS Royal Oak and in
various campaigns ashore,
suffers from Parkinson's dis-
ease and has had three hip
operations over the years.

Although he was able to get
around his self-contained flat
with the aid of a walking
frame he found it impossible
to get out and about in his
manual wheelchair due to the
steep hills around his home in
Plymouth.

Fred consequently became
dependent on visitors to get
his weekly shopping and to
take him out and he found
himself spending a lot of time
on his own in his flat.

Expressing a great desire to
become independent again he
applied to the RNBT for assis-
tance with the purchase of an
electric wheelchair.

Various types of electric
wheelchairs were tried and
tested but only one had suit-
able controls and the neces-
sary swivel seat, bearing in
mind his Parkinson's disease
and hip disabilities.

The RNBT worked along-
side the Navy Special Fund,
the Royal Marines Welfare
Fund and the Royal British
Legion to provide the finance
and now Fred is the proud
owner of a Tetra electric
scooter.

The quality of his life has
been greatly enhanced and
allows him to enjoy the inde-
pendence which, at one time,
was denied him by his illness.

CHEQUE
MATES

MR Gerry Coulson, chairman
of the RNA Welfare and Chari-
ties Committee (centre), pre-
sents cheques for £2,000 to
CPO John Thompson, chair-
man RNBT Grants Committee,
and £1 ,000 to Mrs Mary
Brown, chairman of the WRNS
Benevolent Trust.

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust makes no appeals to the
public. It relies on canteen rebates, voluntary donations,

investment interest and legacies, to carry on its important work

•Applications for assistance to the Grants Committee:
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, Hants, P02 8PE

General inquiries to Head Office, High St.,
Brompton, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 5QZ

Record year
for RNBT

AT THE Trust's 71st annual general meeting held at the Cloth Workers' Hall in
London last month the RNBT's president, Vice-Admiral Sir John Webster KCB
announced they had made record grants and regular payments exceeding £1.5
million during the year ending March 31, 1993.

The Trust, he said, was un-
dergoing many changes, name-
ly the move of its Head Office
in Chatham to its new head-
quar ters in Por tsmouth in
1994, in line with the heart of
the Navy's Personnel Depart-
ment which was also moving to
Portsmouth next year.

He also welcomed the WRNS
Benevolent Trust who had be-
come a lodger unit in the Ports-
mouth offices and said that this
did not mean a takeover bid by
the RNBT but was recognition
of the increasing need for closer
co-operation between the two
charities.

The honorary treasurer and
vice-president, Mr. J. T. Ed-
wards, retiring from the Trust
after some 15 years' service on
the various committees and
seven years as the honorary
treasurer, latterly also as vice-
president of the Trust, said that
the Ordinary Income, although
some £1.6 million, was lower
than the previous year 1991/92
and Ordinary Expenditure was
up by £130,000 thus resulting
in an operating loss of some
£102,000.

Thankfully the KGFS had
made an increased grant to the
RNBT but the other traditional
sources of income e.g. Navy
Weeks Trust, Royal Tourna-
ment and Naafi rebate were sig-
nificantly lower.

Thanks to the generosity of
G r e e n w i c h H o s p i t a l , t h e
Trust's expenditure on annu-
ities rose to a record sum of
£326,000.

To meet the ever increasing
need in the naval community,
Mr. Edwards said that a cash
allocation of £1.7 mil l ion had
been made available for the
current Annual Cash Budget
for Welfare Grants and that the
Trust's reserves should be ade-
quate to meet this forecast
spending commitment, provid-
ing the normal regular annual
income can be maintained at
its present level.

Magee family
sees the light

FORMER Colour Sergeant RM David Magee suffered a mas-
sive stroke last year which left him with only partial use of his
right side, unable to speak and with dysphasia, a language
disorder.

David, 46, lives in Exmouth with his wife Norma upon whom
he is entirely dependent and because of his inability to com-
municate properly it makes life even more difficult for them
both.

His speech and language therapist recommended that Da-
vid obtain a Lightwriter communications device but the £956
cost was beyond David's resources.

He applied to the RNBT and the Grants Committee respond-
ed by offering an initial grant of £450 towards the system,
referring the case at the same time to the Royal Marines
Welfare Fund which matched the RNBT grant.

SSAFA were then approached and they provided the ba-
lance. The Lightwriter means a great deal to David and Norma
and is another example of how the RNBT and other kindred
charities can co-ordinate their efforts to meet the needs of the
Naval community.
• The Magees are pictured, above, with WO Chris Sinden
(centre), chairman of the Plymouth Area Committee, RNBT.
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Assault ship tackles Portland's first evacuation exercise

WIMP 0f
CHANGE
FOR FEARLESS
WHEN Hurricane Wendy swept through the southern Caribbean, bringing chaos
and destruction to the islands of Tesdor, the assault ship HMS Fearless was quickly
on the scene to assist.

As Fearless drew near her
helicopters and landing craft
went into action, swiftly taking

Citizens of Tesdor, alias local children and their teacher, climb
aboard a Sea King for evacuation to Fearless.

kitchens and evacuate the seri-
ously injured as well as British
nationals who had been holi-
daying there.

As they tended the injured,
fought the fires and extracted
people from the ruined build-
ings the ship's company might
have noticed that although the
weather was distinctly stormy,
the temperature was far from
tropical. There were no palm
trees and the whole area looked
rather familiar.

Yes — they were actually at
Portland (England) for a Disas-
ter Exercise (D1STEX) and
Non-Combatant Evacuat ion
Operation (NEO) under the
watchful eyes of the staffs of
Flag Officer Sea Training and
Commodore Amphibious War-
fare.

It was the first time that an
NEO had been undertaken in
the UK. Fearless used United
States doctrine to formulate a
plan and massage it around the
Portland scenario.

i

So that the ship's capabilities
did not foreshorten the exer-
cise, the Fearless was not al-
lowed to use her larger landing
craft or to land her own vehi-
cles and heavy machinery.

The exercise was the largest
of its kind staged at Portland
and every effort was made to
make it as realistic as possible.

The hapless population of
Nosirp were played by a varied
band of actors — 200 from the
Royal Marines Commando Lo-
gistic Regiment, 24 Wrens and
about 40 teenagers from local
schools.

Some of the performances
were of Oscar-winning stan-

dard as d is t raught mothers
screamed for missing children,
victims with horrifyingly realis-
tic wounds cried out in pain
and disgruntled agitators de-
manded that the people be fed.

Fearless's many assets for
conducting this type of opera-
tion — helicopters, l and ing
craft and communications —
were all put to good use and her
ship's company gained valuable
training and experience in all
aspects of disaster relief.

Next time it could well be the
real thing for the assault ship as
she is due to be operating in the
Caribbean at the height of the
hurricane season.

TOP LEFT: At anchor off
the island of Nosirp, HMS
Fearless uses her aircraft
to ferry supplies and rescue
teams.

TOP: The ship's
firefighting crew in action.

ABOVE: LSTD Billy Bounds
and WrenSTD April Chandler
get to work on hurricane
victms, all of whom are still
shocked by the force of
the storm.

Pictures: PO(PHOT)
Dizzie De Silva

Lizzy walks on air with the Navy
TRANSPORT of delight for
17-year-old Lizzy Weath-
erhead took the unusual
form of a jackstay transfer
when she claimed her
Royal Tournament prize of
a day at sea with the Royal
Navy.

Lizzy, who embarked in
the Type 42 destroyer
HMS Southampton at
Portsmouth, watched with
her mother and father (Pe-
ter and Marion) and her 13-
year-old brother Robert, as
the destroyer exercised
with her sister-ship HMS
Birmingham and the Type
23 frigate HMS Lancaster.

Then Lizzy was dancing
on air as, via the jackstay,
she paid a "flying" visit to
Lancaster, hauled over by
30 sailors as shown in our
picture (left). On the right,
Southampton and Lancas-
ter steam in line abreast
as they prepare for the
evolution.
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LET US SOLVE YOUR PRESENT
PROBLEMS!

Select the books of your choice from our extensive Catalogue and
we will Gift Wrap and include your Personal Message free of

charge and deliver to your instructions.

Books over £12 carriage paid

5% of all profits will be donated to King George's Fund for Sailors

Send now for our Free Catalogue

GALLERY BOOKS LTD., 15 ASTON MAGNA,

GLOS. GL56 9QQ
Telephone: (0608) 651593

PURE NOSTALGIA
Own a superb individually hand-built
waterline model of your ship,
whether long gone or currently
serving in the fleet. Mounted as at
sea with wooden framed glass
cover. Any HM vessel or R.F.A. in

various sizes.
Supplier to museums, galleries,

shipping companies.
Contact by letter or phone

Ron Hughes, F.S.A.I.,
Model Shipwright, Feldmore,

Bacton, Stowmarket,
Suffolk IP14 4LF

0449 781741

NAUTICAL KNOT BOARDS
Ideal Christmas Gift

Made in bleached cotton rope on a
navy background, protected by glass
and mounted in an 'antiqued' frame

Send SA£ for brochure:
Brian Jarrett, 'Villa Rosa',

Oakfield Lane, Wilmington,
Dartford, Kent DA1 2TE

Tel: 0322 227725 ——

HALLMARKED

GOLD
- • DISCOUNTED DIRECT

FROM WHOLESALER
Chains, Earrings, Rings,

Pendants, Bangles
Agents for Citizen Watches

Write for Catalogue:
DOUGLAS J. BOND (UK)

(Jewellery Dept)
14 WILTON TERRACE, PELYNT
LOOE, CORNWALL. PL13 2LE.

COLOUR PRINTS
from own original paintings of

R.N. WARSHIPS 1920-1990
from £17.50. Over 250 available

For list please send s.a.e. to
•SEARF

5 The Chase, Gosport
Hants PO12 3TD

(-PROFESSIONAL ARTIST-
specialising in

MARINE WATERCOLOURS
Available for fine art commissions

from life and photographs
Tel: PORTSMOUTH 581632

or write: Warwick Jacobs
15 St Marks Road, Alverstoke

Gosport, Hants PO12 2DA

"U-NFFD-II^" «**UYOURU-TVCCU-UO PARTYGOOOS
Large selection of foil and paper decorations. Balloons,
Party Poppers, Streamers, Novelties, Party Hats etc.

Table Stationery, Christmas Crackers, also Fancy
Dress accessories

B.F.P.O. orders welcome (nil VAT) free price list available
30 Amndel Street, Portsmouth, PO1 1NW 0705-823013

Fax No. 0705 736943

THE BATTLE OF

THE ATLANTIC
To mark the

fiftieth
anniversary...

a fitting tribute.
The best account

of the U-boat
war ever

produced
on video.

The pictures of the war's toughest campaign - remarkable archive
film, much of it never shown on television.
The stories of those who fought the battle - the dramatic accounts of
Royal Navy, Merchant Navy and U-boat veterans.
The top U-boat ace • Otto Kretschmer describes the days of the
U-boats' triumph and disaster.
The great commanders - the men who served with Walker, Gretton
and Macintyre tell the stories of their epic convoy battles.

narrated by Julia Somerville
Postage & Packing UK £1.50 Europe £2.50 Rest of the World:
£5.50 (Please specify if US I Canadian TV standard required)
RUNNING TIME: 90 MINUTES
Available from:
Luther Pendragon, 21 Whitefriars Street, London EC4Y 8JJ
Cheques & Postal Orders made to: 'Pendragon Productions'

BATTLE OF QUIBEROM BAY
by Michael J Whltehand

Mounted and framed in polished teak embossed and signed by
the artist.

LIMITED TO ONLY 250

Total size framed 1 Bin x 16in.
This superb print is now on offer at ONLY £65 + £8 P&P.
Order now for your boxed Fine Art print ready to hang and
making a unique Xmas gift. Order by Access/Visa or details

for payment including brochure:

TEL. MARINE PRINT: 0377 241074
•JUUUNE PHMT, LLMWOU), STATION ROAD, GABTON. PMFHELD. E. YORKS YO2S OBC .

The Gift Shop
BRITANNIA ROYAL NAVAL COLLEGE,

DARTMOUTH, DEVON TQ6 OHJ
Tel: 0803 832141

Royal Navy Tie £7 JO
BRNC Real Silk Tie (Passers out only) £13.95
Lapel Badges White ensign, Navy crown, Royal Marines,
Sailor, BRNC, Britannia each @ £1 JO
Zippo Lighter White ensign or BRNC crest £12.85
Bosun's Call brass & copper with chain only £5SO
"Anything Goes" Royal Marine Band BRNC Tape £7 JO

Compact Disc £10.511
Prices include VAT, Postage and Packing - Send cheques payable 10

"Central Accls BRNC" - Many other ilems available. Send for catalogue

SEA FURY — THE VIDEO. An en-
.tertaining history of the FAA's fam-
ous fighter. Airshow action, archive
footage, plot's eye view, technical de-
scription and commentary by Richard
Baker. Exclusive to RN Historic
Flight. £14.99 + £2 postage and pack-
ing. Cheques made payable to RN
Historic Flight, RNHF, 217 Mudford
Road, Yeovill, Somerset BA21 4NR.

Military Cross Stitch

An exciting range of Military Cap
Badges and Ships Crests in
cross stitch to make and collect

Ring 0905 423785 for a free
catalogue

HMS BEAVER

Want a Type 22 for Christmas? Don't leave it too late! As stocks of
Trevor A Tremethick's evocative portrayal of HMS BEAVER diminish,
it's first come first served ...
Signed and numbered by the artist, there are only 850 copies of this
Limited Edition colour print. Print size overall is 20in x 15in with an
image size of approximately 18in x 12in. Price is only £19.95 UK/BFPO
or £21.95 abroad, including post & packing. Cheques/POs payable to
Nevada Fine Arts please. Normal delivery within 28 days BUT if you
want your print in time for Christmas, PLEASE write your card number
on the back of your cheque. POs to be crossed "A/C payee only". We,
in turn, will do our utmost to despatch your print early, provided your
order reaches us in time.
Remember our guarantee - if you are in any way dissatisfied, return
your print undamaged within 21 days for a full refund.

Priority message - Royal Naval Auxiliary Service (disbanding 1994).
To commemorate the RNXS we are considering publication of a print
featuring XSVs "Loyal" and "Example" classes with Gemini craft IF
there is enough support. Please contact us NOW if you are interested.

Nevada Fine Arts (Dept NN) 50 Ladds Way Swanley Kent
BR8 8HW (Tel: 0322 613613)

^[etcher's frwsias
By Post from guernsey

'Rendezvous Guernsey 93' 1st prize Winner Mixed Freesias
Our own Guernsey Grown Freesias to any address in the
UK or Channel Isles. Boxed and with a message of your

choice on card provided

To: M. Fletcher, Les Arbres,
Green Lanes, St Peter Port,
Guernsey CI. GY1 ITT

Please send Freesias tor-

Name

Address

P. Code

Cheque Enclosed for £ payable to M. Fletcher

'BLAZERS'
our quality range

available in sizes up to a
56in chest includes:
THE COMMODORE

A single breasted blazer in
luxurious pure new wool

From as little as £62.95 Badges
also available at £10 each

For details of our full range
plus a coloured illustration
please phone 0353 663256
Or write to: 'Blazers', 10 Tower

Road, Little Downham, Ely,
Cambs CB6 2TD

THE ESSENTIAL BLAZER

REMEMBER THE
GOOD OLD NAVY

• AN ORIGINAL PRESENT
A mounted and framed photograph of
your (his) old ship printed from an original
large format negative (excellent quality) to
enhance your hall, lounge, bar, den, etc
• We have been photographing ships of
all nationalities and types from the early
1920's to the present day, including
R.F.A.'s, R.M.A.S. R.N.V.R and P.A.S.

WRIGHT & LOGAN (Est 1924)
20 Queen Street, Portsmouth PO1 3HL
FREE BROCHURE Tel: (0705) 829555

ROYAL NAVY - ON PHONECARDS
BT 5 unit Phonecards in very limited editions of 600. Beautiful and
highly collectable, as an investment they will appreciate in value.

AT SEA IN THE AIR
1. HMS Chatham (only few left) - £8 1. Sea Harrier (only few left) - £8

2. Sea King (in UN colours) - E7

Also available Royal Air Force Phonecards and other themes. For full details
P. D. Services, 8 Spring Close, Lutterworth, Leics, LE17 4DD

WANT A FEW
GOOD LAUGHS
FOR CRIMBO?

There's still time to get a copy of

Jackspeak
ORDER FORM (photocopy acceptable)
To: Palamanando Press (Dept. CZ), P.O. Box 42,

Torpoint, Cornwall PL11 2YR

1. Please send one copy/ copies of Jackspeak at
£8.95 per copy (inc. P&P) to this address:

Name

House/Road .

Town

County Post Code

2. Please ask the author to sign each copy (or delete if this
extra service not required).

3.1 enclose a cheque for £ (please add extra for
postage outside UK & Europe and ensure that payment
is in sterling). I also understand that £1 of this sum will go
to Naval Charities.

Signature Date
Registered Address: 9 West Street, Millbrook, Nr. Plymouth PL10 1AA
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Education & Courses
CHILTON
CANTELO
SCHOOL

YEOVIL, SOMERSET TEL: (0935) 850555
Independent Co-ed Day/Boarding School

Preparatory: 8-11 Senior: 11-18

".. where pupils achieve"

Termly fees (+BSA): Prep: £192 Senior: £240

ST JOHN'S COLLEGE
SOUTHSEA
HAMPSHIRE
P05 3QW
Tel: (0705) 815118
Fax: (0705) 873603

Catholic Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys conducted
by the De La Salle Brothers. Headmaster: Rev. Brother Cyril, FSC.

Other denominations welcomed
UPPER SCHOOL 11-18
LOWER SCHOOL 4-11
BOARDING 8-18

Girls accepted into the Sixth Form
33 Government assisted places awarded annually —

28 in years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 in the Sixth Form
The pupil has the advantages of an all through school and sons of
Service Personnel can take up dayboy status on the parents'

retirement from the Services.
Brand new facilities opened in September 1992

Sports Hall, Squash Courts, Theatre, Information Technology Labs,
Sixth Form Common Room

Entrance is by examination and Headmaster's Report
You are cordially invited to visit the School

Further information from the Headmaster's Secretary
REGISTERED CHARITY — FOUNDED TO PROVIDE EDUCATION

WARMINSTER
SCHOOL

Coeducational. Day and Boarding
4 to 18 years old

* Pupils can join at any age
* Long experience in caring for Services families
* Bursaries available, plus 6lh Form Scholarships and awards at 11 +

available
* Continuity of education across the whole age range, within a caring,

friendly community
•k An opportunity to keep the whole family together
* Small class sizes, excellent facilities
* High standards and clear expectations

Prospectus and further details may be obtained from
Warminster School. Church Street, Warmlnster, Wiltshire,

BA12 8PJ (Tel: 0985 213O38; Fax: 0985 214129)
Warminster School is a registered charity providing education for boys and girls

Oakwood School
Co-ed. IAPS Prep. School (7-13)

Boarding and Day
Pre-Prep. department (3-7)

Beautiful, spacious setting: family atmosphere: small classes:
excellent academic record. First class facilities: fully equipped
computer room, CDT room, recently improved Science

laboratory, new purpose-built theatre complex.
A limited number of places available for children with special

needs (i.e. dyslexia).

GIRLS BOARDING AT GENEROUS INTRODUCTORY
RATE FROM SEPTEMBER, 1993 (covered by BSA)

Enquiries to:

The School Secretary, Oakwood School, Chichester
PO18 9AN. Tel. 0243 575209

FINBOROUGH SCHOOL
Independent Boarding and Day School for Boys and Girls

* Members of ISAI/ISIS/BSA
* Continuous education 2 to 18 years
* Entry possible at any age
•*• All staff fully qualified, mainly graduates
* GCSE/A level courses
* Small classes
* Traditional values and disciplinary standards
* Good family atmosphere
* Sensible uniform - reasonably priced
* Extensive grounds and playing fields
* Fully inclusive fees - approx 90% covered by BSA

Apply for prospectus:
The Admissions Officer, The Hall, Gt. Finborough, Stowmarket,

Suffolk, IP14 3EF (0449) 674479

UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER
M.Sc in the

Sociology of Sport and Sports Management
(by distance learning)

Applications are inviled from candidates interested in studying this
two year part-time degree course from home under the supervision

and guidance of members of the Centre for Research into Sport
and Society and the Sir Norman Chester Centre at the

University of Leicester

For further details write to: The Secretary (NN),
Centre for Research into Sport and Society,

University of Leicester, 7 Salisbury Road, Leicester LEI 7QR

tel: 0533 525718 fax: 0533 525720

Upper Chine School
Headmistress: Dr Helen Harvey BSc PhD

SHANKLIN, ISLE OF WIGHT
Independent G.S.A. Boarding and Day School for Girls from 9-18 years

Many girls from naval families. Pupil/staff ratio 8-1
Entrance and sixth form scholarships, bursaries, drama and music

awards available
For a free prospectus write or telephone (0983) 862208 Fax (0983) 864822

Reg Charity providing education for girls from 9-18

Wilton House School
Battle, Hastings, East Sussex TN33 9BS. 0424 830234

Co-educational boarding and dav school
Head office and senior school: Catsfield Place, Battle

GCSE and'A' Levels 13-18 years
Junior school: Broomham, Guestling, Hastings. 5-13 years °"*> A V . C •""

Small classes. Remedial and individual tuit ion arranged when required.
• Computer workshop, • Swimming pools, • Tennis courts, • Games

fields and horse riding. 0 Escort services to and from airports.
Special terms for Service children additional to Service grants.

Established since 1954 Apply: The School Secretary

THE SCHOOL OF ST. CLARE
PENZANCE

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL
GIRLS (3 to 18) and BOYS (3 to 11)

SMALL CLASSES — HIGH ACHIEVEMENTS
20% OF BOARDERS ARE FROM NAVAL FAMILIES

Prospectus from:
THE HEADMASTER — IAN HALFORD
MA. (OXON) Telephone Penzance 63271 1 "y ML ABLE
RCR. Chanty. Founded to provide education for hoys and girls I ™ -— "

Resettlement

• QUALITY CONTENT
• FAST SERVICE
• LASER PRINTING
• FREE STORAGE

SERVICE - CV
Dept (N). 2 TERN GARDENS

PLYMPTON. PLYMOUTH PL7 3HZ

•R 0752 - 344842 (24 hrs)

FOR SALE
GENERAL STORE

OFF LICENCE
Husband and wife run business, 3
bed. attached house and garden

Ex-RN couple selling due to ill
health

FREEHOLD OIRO
£75,000

TEL: (0362) 693659

For advertising
details

please ring
0705

826040
BUSINESS FOR SALE
Specialist Aquatics wi th Pet Fcxxis.
Freehold property wi th large two
bed accom.. full G.C.H., 90 trop
tanks, 7 cold ponds. 10 Koi ponds,

set up by present owners 1983
£88,000 plus stock

Further details Navy News
Box No 1175

SECURITY
Sabrewatch have vacancies across

the UK for retail security guards.
Excellent rates of pay.

Good promotion prospects.
Aged 20-45.

Tel: 0342 870797 for further details

F "WORK ON CRUISESHIPSf
I Cruiseships are hiring NOW. Inexperienced and experienced, for |
• office, retail, bar, restaurant, hotel, casino, entertainment, the •
I trades and many others. Usually no upper age limit. For details I
I about Cruiseship employment and the 1993-94 Cruiseship Job |
! Guide send S.A.E. to:

Cruiseship Guide, Dept NN, No (44),
29 Netting Hill Gate, London W11 3JQ

BUSINESS FOR SALE
Specialist Aquatic/Water Gardening
Centre in prestigious Garden Centre

130 Tanks. 22 Ponds,
3250 gll show pond

2700 sq ft all undercover. 600 sq ft
fenced display area
£35,000 plus stock

Further details Navy News
Box No 1174

JOBS AT SEA
UK, worldwide, good pay, inexperienced,
unskil led, skilled, men, women,
food/accommodation, continual vacancies.
Cruise ships, oil/gas rigs, merchants,
tankers, trawlers, dredging, salvage,
ferries, tugs, diving, survey, research,
watersports instructors, yacht crewing,
marine biology. Latest vital information

jobpack £6.95 cheque/PO to:
MARINE EMPLOYMENT (Floor 3P)

Brittanic House, Swanage BH19 1NF
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Salute to Scharnhorst
by old
comrades
VETERANS from both sides of the Battle of North
Cape joined together in a Service of Remembrance
and Reconciliation on November 14 to mark the 50th
anniversary of the sinking of the German battle-
cruiser Scharnhorst.

Among the congregation
were three of the 36 survi-
vors of the Scharnhorst's
complemen t of n e a r l y
2,000, most of whom per-
ished in the freezing waters
of the Arctic when the pride
of Hitler's navy succumbed
to superior British tactics
and firepower on Boxing
Day 1943.

It was Britain's last battle-
ship action and to a large de-
gree one of the first sea battles
of the electronic era, radar
playing a vital role in locating
the enemy in Arctic darkness
and winter weather.

German pastor
The Service of Remem-

brance was held in HMS Bel-
fast, one of the ships which
took part in the action, and was
conducted by the Chaplain of
the Fleet, the Yen Michael
Bucks, and by the Pastor of the
German Parish of London
S o u t h , Pastor Hans -Pe t e r
Hoppe. Music was played by
the Royal Marines Band of
Commander-in-Chief Fleet.

In October members of the
Royal Naval Association and

British veterans of North Cape
were guests of the Scharnhorst
Association at the three-day
Bordkameradschaft Scharn-
horst event at Wilhemshaven.
They l a id w r e a t h s a t the
Scharnhors t memorial and
were treated to guided tours of
the German naval base.

Scharnhorst, regarded as the
German Navy's happiest and
most effective surface warship,
was a significant threat to the
Allies' convoy link with Russia.

HMS Jamaica, the cruiser that delivered the coup de grace to the
German battle-cruiser Scharnhorst (right).

From her base on the north
coast of Norway she and other
elements of the German navy
could at any time sally out to
maul the merchant ships on
their way to and from Mur-
mansk and Archangel.

Britain was forced to commit
heavy naval forces to provide
long-range protection for the
vulnerable convoys — and it
was one of these groups, under

Scharnhorst survivors Willie Goedde and Gunter Bohle with
British veterans of the Battle of North Cape — George Eyre
(second from left) and John Wass (right). The picture was taken
during a Scharnhorst Association reunion at Wilhelmshaven in
October. George, a member of Mansfield branch RNA, was in
HMS Duke of York while John served in the destroyer HMS
Scorpion.

t he C o m m a n d e r - i n - C h i e f
Home Fleet, Admiral Sir Bruce
Fraser, that finally confronted
and trapped the Scharnhorst.

Fraser, with the battleship
HMS Duke of York, the cruis-
ers Norfolk, Sheffield, Belfast
and Jamaica, and a force of
several destroyers, located
Scharnhorst on radar on the
morning of December 26. Sep-
arated from her escorting des-
troyers, the German battle-
cruiser t u r n e d on the
shadowing British cruiser force
and a brief action ensued in
which the Scharnhost's own ra-
dar was damaged.

In an attempt to shake off the
c ru i se r s , t he S c h a r n h o r s t
turned for home, unaware that
Fraser's main force was ap-
proaching from the south-east
to intercept and trap her.

When Duke of York finally
got within range she scored
several radar-guided hits on the
German ship, but it seemed the
Scharnhorst 's speed would
keep her out of serious trouble
— until a brilliantly executed
torpedo attack by the British
destroyer force slowed her
down to once more put her un-

der the British flagship's guns.
Having battered the Scharn-

horst into silence, Fraser or-
dered the final attack to be
made by the cruisers Belfast
and Jamaica. The last recorded
action in the battle was the fir-
ing of three torpedoes by
Jamaica at 1937 at a range of
3,750 yards.

Melee of ships
In his despatch to the Admi-

ralty, Admiral Frascr wrote:
"Two hits were claimed but
none observed as the target was
completely hidden by smoke;
they are considered probable as
underwater explosions were felt
after the correct interval.

"When Belfast turned to fire
her port torpedoes at 1935 she
found such a melee of ships and
fire around the target that she
altered round to the southward
to await a more favourable
opportunity. She came in again
for her final attack at 1948 but
on firing starshell to illuminate
the target it was clear from the

sur round ing wreckage that
Scharnhorst had by this time
sunk."

On returning to Scapa Flow,
Jamaica was awarded the hon-
our of leading the Battle Fleet
through the cheering lines of
ships.

More than 1,900 men died in
the Scharnhorst. Six British sai-
lors were killed in the action.
Among the dead were all the
Scharnhorst's officers including
Capt Hintze, and Rear Admiral
'Ali' Bey.

When Fraser's despatch was
published after the war, Naval
Review commented: "However
ill one may have thought of the
Germans, however evil their
design or poor their conduct of
the action, there were brave
men in the Scharnhorst. She
went down into the Arctic
Ocean a mass of scorched and
twisted steel pounded to a
standstill; but she took nearly
all her crew with her and they
fought her to the last chance."

EMBROIDERED BADGES
ANY BADGE, ANY CLUB,

ANY QUANTITY
from one offhand embroidered. Give

us your design and we will copy it
Tel: ROSS ART EMBROIDERY
7 Wall Road, Gwinear, Hay It, Cornwall

TR27 5HA. Tel 0736 850724

WATERUNE CELEBRATING
«ET»L MODEL FOURTEEN TEARS
« SCALE CUIDC Of SERVICE
:12SO anlra TO THE HOBBY

"Sec our Model Ships & Docks"
at the Model Engineer Exhibition.

Olympia. 31.12.93 lo X. 1.94.
David V an HIT «. A. ic«ni I.C.A.

IIM, SUnwril Rind, Pcnarlh. < I M .II.I'
TEL:

«>222)7IHII30

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OR PHO\E FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA

TEL 071-930 1979
OR 0374 133 493

ZIPPO LIGHTERS
ENGRAVED IN COLOUR WITH YOUR SHIP'S CREST

THE ORIGINAL PETROL
WINDPROOF LIGHTERS

GUARANTEED FOR
LIFE OR REPAIRED
FREE OF CHARGE

MINIMUM ENGRAVED ORDER

50
For information on models
available with no minimum
order requirement, .
please tick LJ

For full details* complete the coupon below and send to:

W. A. INGRAM ASSOCIATES LTD. Unit 27,
Grand Union Centre, 336B Ladbroke Grove, London W10 SAX

Please send me full details about how to obtain Zippo lighters
engraved with my ship's crest

NAME

ADDRESS.

TATTOO REMOVAL
• Latest Laser Technology
• No Surgery
• Safe and Effective
• Free Assessment

Department of Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery
Frenchay Hospital, Bristol

phone(0272) 701-212 ext 2480

TIES, BADGES,
HAND-PAINTED PLAQUES
Highest quality, competitively priced

Please send SAE for brochure
The Heraldic Co. (GB)NN, "Over Briar-
Beech Well Lane, Edge End, Coleford,

Gk>sGL167HA
Phone/Fax 0594 832200 8 am to 10 pm

SOUVENIR COVERS
Regular stock list (80-*- pages) of souvenir
covers covering the Royal Navy, RAF,
Army. Concorde, First Flights, Railway,

Football.
First day covers etc. with autographs.

WINOFIELDS
P.O. Box 1, Thetford, Norfolk

Telephone (0284) 810940
P.T.S. Member

INTO ROLEPLAYING GAMES?
Then take advantage of our Mail
Order Service for the Navy. Up to

25% off RRP of all popular games.
For details, send 2 x First Class

stamps to:

123 Rawlinson Street,
Barrow-in-Furness, Cumbria

LA142DN

NOTICE TO
READERS

The publishers of Navy
News cannot accept
responsib i l i ty for the
a c c u r a c y o f a n y
advertisement or for any
losses suffered by any
readers as a result. Readers
are strongly recommended
to make their own enquiries
and seek appropriate
commercial, legal and
financial advice before
sending any money or
entering into any legally
binding agreement.

Viewing cards delivered next day to
your UK address.

• Subscribe from only E6.99 per month.
For information on

SKY CHANNELS OR SATELLITE
SYSTEMS

write to:
HSA (Satellite) PO Box 150, Horsham,

West Sussex RH12 3FB or call
0403 260797 tor your Quicksort card.

MILITARY AND CIVIL
UNIFORMS

ACCOUTREMENTS -
SWORDS

Tailors by appointment to ROYAL
NAVY, QARNNS, etc. Suppliers of
made to measure No. 5's and 7's.

Ladies Mess Kits, Doeskin Tail
Coats, Tropical Clothing, Gold

Lace Ranking Service.
BS 5750 Pt II approved

OWEN UNIFORMS
LISTER CLOSE

NEWNHAM INDUSTRIAL
ESTATE

PLYMPTON, PLYMOUTH
DEVON PL7 4BA

Telephone (0752) 338722
Fax: 0752 344534

NEW ADVERTISEMENT
RATES

Operative from 1.1.94. All rates exclusive of VAT

All new advertisers, including Agencies, first
payment required in advance. Where Monthly
Accounts are not approved, advertising is on a
pre-paid basis only.
Where account terms have been approved, payment is
required within 30 days of date of invoice.

STOP PRESS
Navy News can now accept payment by credit cards:

Visa, Delta, Access, Mastercard.
Ring 0705 826040 for details.



NAVY NEWS, DECEMBER 1993 33

York Comms are just champion,

HMS YORK'S winning communica-
tors show-off the Surface Flotilla
Communications Trophy for 1992-93.

The team scooped the coveted award
as a result of Comms Branch excellence
displayed during deployment with Stand-
ing Naval Force Atlantic. They also
proved their mettle during York's role as
a platform for principal warfare officer

sea training at Portland and as escort to
the Royal Yacht.

In the Adriatic particularly, York was
instrumental in establishing the novel and
complex communications architecture
which served the many different task
groups serving there.

The award citation praises the commu-
nications department for their enthu-

siasm, professionalism and sheer hard
work.

They are (from left) RO(U) Andy Thorn-
ton, LRO(G) Rob Mosely, LRO(G) Neil
Martin, RO(G) Sean Robinson, RO(G) Paul
Corrigan, LRO(G) Geoff Hayward, RO(U)
Neil Sharp, RO(T) Tim Hill, Lt Rick Mar-
shall, LRO(T) Paul Noble, Lt. Paul Russell,
LRO(T) Pete Campbell, CRS David
McSherry and RO(T) Barry Aitken.

Launch for
largest
submarine
simulator
A NEW submarine named Veracity has been formally
accepted into service by the Royal Navy — but the
boat will never dive or even put to

Veracity is the name giv-
to the Vanguard-class

sea.

Welfare unit
named after
campaigner

A NEW unit at the Ex-Service Mental Welfare Society's
Tyrwhitt House has been named in tribute of an "agony
aunt" who campaigned on behalf of Forces families.

en
command team t ra in ing
simulator officially opened
at the Clyde submarine
Base by Flag Officer Sub-
mar ines , V ice -Admi ra l
Toby Frere. It is the largest
and most sophist icated
trainer procured for the
Navy.

Veracity, which even has a
motto — "The truth lies in the
deep'r comprises a replica of
HMS Vanguard's control and
sound rooms. The trainer is
also equipped with operational
systems driven by synthetically
generated signals.

Dynamic
An integrated s imula t ion

suite controls exercises and per-
forms the many complex calcu-
lations necessary to create real-
istic and dynamic t r a i n i n g
scenarios for command infor-
mation, fire control and sensor
operators.

Veracity is the third com-
mand team trainer to be in-
stalled at Faslane by Ferranti
International. Its opening coin-
cides with the closure of Pugna-
cious, the first trainer installed
23 years ago for the crews of
conventional submarines.

Naafi 'gold'
bar opens

NAAFI's new burger bar at
HMS Raleigh is expected to
reach a sales figure of £80,000 a
year.

The bar, named "Walters"
(after Sir Walter Raleigh), was
opened by the Captain of HMS
Raleigh, Capt. Peter Dunt and
will provide a comprehensive
range of fast food cooked to
order for staff and trainees.

As well as the large sales, the
bar is also expected to generate
an extra £2,800 a year rebate
which will be paid into Naafi's
Central Fund.

Hungry for
adventure

A PARTY of climbers from
HMS Sultan on expedition
in Norway were amused to
discover that "Sultan Vik-
ings" in Norwegian trans-
lates as "Hungry Vikings".

This lot, most of whom had
less than 10 months' climbing
or serious walking experience
under their belts, were hungry
for adventure.

Led by Lieut. Rob Finch,
they found Andalsnes an ideal
mountaineering base for ex-
ploring the Romsdalhorn dis-
trict. In the first week the trek-
kers covered over 55km of
arduous t e r ra in , whi le the
climbers ascended the east face
of the Bispen, the north face of

the Romsdalhorn, the Breitind
and the Store Trolltind.

The group then travelled
south to the Folgelfonn ice-cap
near Bergen. Three days and
two nights were spent on the
ice-cap practicing winter moun-
tain-craft skills.

• Pictured on the roof of the
minibus are (l-r) LMEM Shiner
Wright, MEA Simon Jessop, Lt
Cdr John Burnip and LMEM
Dave Brundle. Kneel ing in
front is Lt Jeeves Toor, while
standing (l-r) are Lt Tes Cope-
land-Davis , Lt Los Ja rv i s ,
LMEM Gary Jackson, MEA
Ian Wilson, MEA Andy Law-
rence and Lt Rob Finch.

In November Col. John
Mayo, Director General of
Help the Aged, was invited to
name Trie Jacqueline Mayo
Unit after his late wife who for
many years edited the families
pages of Soldier Magazine.

Jacqueline, who died in May
at the age of 56, also worked
hard on behalf of old or infirm
ex-Service men and women.
The unit named after her forms
an extension of the Society's fa-
cilities for mentally disabled
ex-Service people of all ranks.

It was opened in the presence
of the Society's president, Gen
Sir Charles Huxtable, as well as
patients, trustees and friends of
the Society.

A former member of the
Women's Royal Army Corps,
Jacqueline campaigned vigor-
ously on such issues as Forces
pay, welfare anomalies affect-
ing Service families, maternity
benefits for Service wives, the
right of Service wives to work
and funding for night shelters
for homeless ex-Service people
in London.

She was a member of the
management committee of the
Ex-Services Mental Welfare So-
ciety and regularly visited the
Society's homes in Scotland
and Surrey. She raised money
on behalf of the organisation
and took a detailed interest in
the provision of nine extra bed-
rooms at Tyrwhitt House for
those who are p h y s i c a l l y
disabled.

Corsica honours Saracen
BRITISH submarine ace Capt. Michael Lumby
RN (retd) has unveiled a plaque in Corsica
which commemorates the role of his wartime
command HMS Saracen.

Saracen was scuttled off Bastia in Corsica
on August 14, 1943, after a remarkably suc-
cessful career in home waters at first and then
in the Mediterranean.

Under the then Lt Lumby she was credited
in just over 12 months with sinking a U-boat,
an Italian submarine, two Axis tugs and six
supply ships representing tens of thousands
of tons of shipping.

In addition Saracen shelled a shipbuilding
yard near Cap Melei, scoring eight hits on
vessels there.

L On August 13,1943 she was on patrol in the

Bastia area when she was attacked by two
Italian motor torpedo boats. His submarine too
badly damaged to be saved, Lt Lumby sur-
faced and opened the boat's vents.

The crew abandoned Saracen and after she
sank were rescued by the Italian MTBs.

Unveiling of the Saracen plaque formed part
of Corsica's celebrations to mark the 50th
anniversary of her liberation from the Nazis.

Capt. Lumby, who retired from the Navy as
Captain Third Submarine Squadron in 1966,
visited Corsica again in November for the in-
auguration of a monument to four agents land-
ed secretly by Saracen early in 1943. The
agents, including a Belgian and two Corsi-
cans, were later captured and executed by
Axis forces. A

Merry Christmas am
Happy New Year
THE ROYAL NAVAL

ASSOCIATION
The Association which is for all serving and former serving
personnel of the Royal Navy, Royal Marines, WRNS and
QARNNS will be involved in the administration of the

fA 50th Anniversary of D-Day.

PUSSER'S RUM IS THE OFFICIAL RUM OF
THE ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION

and is pleased to support the objectives of Your
Association

• :': . . - . ; • • PUSSER'S RUM is available through branches of
\.#- i'V& NAARL>THRESHERS,AUGUSTUSBARNETT
|3&? / (~& and other leading stores and off-licences
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In brief
CAPTAINED by Lieut .-
Cdr. R i c h a r d R a n d a l l
(Manadon), a Royal Navy
team competed in the annu-
a l U n i f o r m e d Serv ices
Jumping Competition, or-
ganised by the Honourable
A r t i l l e r y C o m p a n y and
hosted by the King's Troop,
Royal Horse Artillery, in
London.

They could not quite match
the standard set by teams from
the RAF and the Defence Ani-
mal Centre. Melton Mowbray,
in the team jumping competi-
tion, but Cpl Simon Bustany
(42 Cdq) won a special prize in
the individual, pick-your-own-
route competition.

ROYAL Navy windsurfing
champion Lieut.-Cdr. Ian Plant
took second place in the CD
Hay 7.5m lightweight section
of the 15th Cyprus All Island
Windsurfing Championships,
held at the Episkopi Water
Sports Centre, Happy Valley.

WANTED: Sporting individ-
uals with an inclination for
speed and excitement. The RN
Cresta Team needs novices to
ride the Cresta Run at speeds
of up to SOmph while lying on a
sma l l , steel toboggan. The
t r a i n i n g period, s tar t ing on
January 15. wi l l bu i ld up to the
Inter-Services Race on Febru-
ary 2 and takes place in Swit-
ze r land . Anyone in te res ted
should immediately write to
Lieut. T. Dathan, HMS Mon-
trose BFPO339, furnishing him
with the i r contact telephone
number.

COMBINED Services boxers
will take on the Russian
Armed Forces in HMS Nelson
gymnasium on December 13,
starting 1930. Tickets are on
sale at Nelson Main Gate,
priced £5 and £7 ringside.

Colour Sgt Leo Toms has
taken over as Royal Navy box-
ing coach from CPO Tony
Bevel, who is leaving the Ser-
vice. He said: "My first aim is
to beat the Army, who have
been Inter-Service Champions
for the past ten years.

"Then I would love to see
as many of the lads as poss-
ible progress along the ABA
trail."

RN Athletics Club have been
allocated three places in next
year 's N u t r a s w e e t L o n d o n
Marathon ( I 7.4.94). Anyone
wishing to take part who has
not yet received an entry or
who has not achieved "AAA
Qualifying Time" should con-
tact RNAC Road Sec, Surgeon
Cdr. Simon Shcard at HMS Os-
prey Sick Bay ext. 2476 before
January 1st.

FORTY RN, RM and WRNS
physical trainers gave PT dis-
plays at both performances of
the Festival of Remembrance
at the Albert Hall, London.

They trained for two weeks
at HMS Temeraire before the
appearances, under the direc-
tion of the PT School's train-
ing staff and the Festival of
Remembrance Project Officer,
Lieut.-Cdr. Chris Bate.

Sport

US Marines vanquished
by a two-minute margin

AFTER one of the most exciting
races for many years, the RN/RM
marathon running team of '93 nar-
rowly defeated the US Marine Corps
and were presented with the Victory
Trophy by Rear-Admiral Paul Hod-
dinott (Commander, British Naval
Staff Washington).

The presentation took place in front of
the Iwo Jima Memorial in Washington DC.

This fourth win out of four under "Hod-
dinott management" — the Admiral re-
turns to the UK in '94 — has opened up a

10-6 lead for the RN in their annual run off
against the USMC.

The Americans began strongly this
year, but the discipline of the RN won the
day. Excellent runs were recorded by
Lieut. Steve Gough (Sultan), 14th in 2
hours 29 minutes; CPO Ian Garmory
(Raleigh), 37th in 2:36; and Surgeon Cdr.
Simon Sheard (Osprey), 55th in 2:38.

The combined times of these runners
produced a two minute advantage over
the USMC rivals. The remainder of the
RN/RM team were well placed in a field of

over 15,000 runners in America's
"People's Marathon."

They were: 80, Lieut. Jim Donnelly
(Heron) 2:42; 81, Sgt Paddy Johnson
(CTCRM) 2:42; 150, Lieut.-Cdr. John
Gueran (Nelson) 2:47. The RN/RM squad
were the second military team home, be-
hind a strong Mexican Navy Reservist
team for the third year in succession.

Competition for places gets tougher
each year but if you think you've got what
it takes, team manager Cdr. Al Rich is
keen to hear from you. Telephone Ra-
leigh ext. 41204 or 41238.

ImPRESSive!
STRONGMAN Ian Walk-
er, who took up weight
training in 1986 to improve
his fitness for rugby, has re-
turned from the World and
E u r o p e a n P o w e r l i f t i n g
Championships in France
with a new Bri t ish and
E u r o p e a n Bench Press
record.

Colour Sgt Ian Walker, a
Royal Marine ins t ruc tor at
HMS Nelson, broke the pre-
vious 232.5kg record with a lift
of 235kg. He was placed second
in the European and third in
the World rankings.

Standing 6' 2" and weighing
!8'/2 stone, Ian believes he is
reaching his peak as a power-
lifter. He is able to lift over
300kg, the weight equivalent of
a Mini car. Before he retires
from the sport he would like to
clinch himself a world title and
follow Geoff Capes as Britain's
strongest man.

Sub-aqua diving, swimming,
cycling and parachut ing are
among h is other in teres ts ,
though he's given up the rugby.
Because powerlifting is not an
officially recognised sport in
the Services, Ian has to meet all
his own expenses to compete.
Although as a member of the
national squad he will receive
some assistance with travel
costs, he hopes to find a spon-
sor, particularly after he leaves
the Service next year.

-Bronze place-
in national rally
A ROYAL Navy team finished the Castrol Crystal Ford
Forest Rally to clinch third place in the 1300cc class of
a national rally championship.

In all, the team — driver
Lieut.-Cdr. Rory McNeile
(815 Sqn.), co-driver LAEM
Nick Stairmand (Culdrose)
and service crew CPO Mick
Lawless, LAEM Paul Toon
(706 Sqn.), POAEM Jim
Abbey (849 Sqn.), AEM
Aidrian Flannigan (Culdrose)
and CPO Nick Fernandes
(Yeovilton) — has contested
seven events during the
season in a Talbot Samba.

Aside from four rounds of
the BTRDA championship,
the team also competed in

this year's Tour of Cornwall
Rally, a round of the National
Tarmac Championship, and
finished second in class.

Throughout the season
the team has enjoyed the
support of Cornish Peugeot
Talbot dealers Carr's of Hel-
ston and of the Royal Navy
Motor Sports Association.
Anyone interested in joining
the Association should con-
tact CPO David Hudson,
AETS, RNAS Culdrose, Hel-
ston, Cornwall.

TWELVE GOALS
UP IN FIRST

FOUR MATCHES
PLAYED over four days, the Inter Command Soccer Competition took place at RNAS
Culdrose for the first time, in dry but windy conditions. Naval Air Command made home
advantage pay when they defeated Plymouth l-O in the final to retain the cup, writes Lieut.-
Cdr. Jim Danks.

First half of the final was
goalless. But with normal time
r u n n i n g out , LAEM Nige l
Thwaites broke the deadlock.
He scored with a shot through a
gap in the defensive wall fol-
lowing a free kick. NAC thus
won the title for the third time
in the last four years.

Afterwards Capt. Graham
Robinson, DNPTS and RNFA
Chairman, presented the cup to
LAEM Chris Fairey.

This was his second cup win-
ners medal; both for HMS
Neptune.

The RNFA are very grateful
to Lambs Navy, sponsors of
this year's competition. Their
sponsorship included new team

Against London University
the win was even more deci-
sive: 5-0 to the Royal Navy. In
his best scoring performance
for the RN Senior side, LPT
Ian Smith (Illustrious) scored
four. The fifth came courtesy of

CTCRM and HMS Neptune
competed in the final of the
Lambs Navy Cup at Lymp-
stone. The sailors triumphed
over the Royal Marines 3-2 in
extra time in a very exciting
match.

It was slightly against the run
of play when MEM Steve Gar-
diner put Neptune ahead fol-
lowing a corner from Walker.
CPO Stuart Adams, the Nep-
tune keeper, turned a shot on to
the bar and behind for a corner.

It was in the 40th minute
that the Royals scored a de-
served equaliser. Cpl Trevor
Ford found Mnc Jason Kilncr
with a fine through ball on the
edge of the area and as Adams
advanced, he coolly slipped the
ball past him.

Adams twice denied the ea-
ger Lympstonc forwards as the
game went into extra time with
an ou t s t and ing double save
from Aston and Molverhill and
Kelly then hit his shot against
the bar. Ford played an excel-
lent pass to Kilner, who was
brought down in the area by a
desperate lunge from Adams.
Mne Aston scored from the re-
sultant penalty.

LMEM Andy Hume scored
twice in the last seven minutes
and Neptune controlled the
play un t i l the final whistle.

Mr Alan Ball, 1966 England
World Cup player and manager
of Exeter City, presented the
Man of the Match award to
CPO Stuart Adams, now im-
proving his tan in Barbados as
a member of the touring RN
cricket team.

Mr Peter Martin, represent-
ing James Burrough Ltd, pre-
sented the cup to CPO Gordon
"Whiskey" Walker, captain of
the Neptune team. This was a
special game for Gordon — his
seventh final. He played his
first in 1973 for HMS Blake.

Skipper CPO Gordon Walker receives the Lambs Navy Cup on
behalf of his Neptune team from Mr Peter Martin, of James
Burrough Ltd. Picture: John F. Sculpher, Exeter.

shirts with the Lambs logo tor
the finalists.

RNFA is also very grateful to
Naafi for their sponsorship of
Navy football this season. The
initial matches gave potential
Navy players the opportunity
to stake their place in the
squad.

RNFA v Sussex Intermediate
took place at Lancing. The tra-
ditional opening fixture ended
with a 3-0 win for the Navy —
CPO Will Flint (Heron) scored
a hat trick. The match marked
the 50th appearance for PORT
Eric Barrett (Cochrane).

POPT Steve Riley headed in
his first goal of the season early
in the RN v Cambridge Uni-
versity game at Burnaby Road.
Ten minutes later LPT Fraser
Quirke headed in a second.
LAEM Nigel Thwaites gave the
N a v y t h e i r t h i rd . And the
match finished 3-0.

D D D

Thwaites from a penalty.
The Navy were extremely

for tuna te , though, to come
away with a I-O victory over
Oxford Univers i ty . Lucki ly ,
MEM Jason White was in ex-
cellent form in the Navy goal.
The Navy snatched vic tory
when Russ Wilson found the
corner of the net, to rob the
Dark Blues of a victory their
attacking play had deserved.

The Navy manager wil l not
have been pleased with this
per formance but the team
scored 12 goals without reply in
the first four matches; a satis-
factory start, certainly.

O D D
FIXTURES: Dec. 1 Amateur
Football Alliance at Burnaby
Rd 1415; Dec. 7 v Isle of Wight
at Ryde Sports Ground 1930;
Met Police fixture cancelled;
Dec. 14 v English Universities
at Southampton Univers i ty .
Jan. 19 v Civil Service at Chis-
wick 1415; Jan 26 v HM Prison
Service at Newbold Revel
1400.

YOUNG
BLOOD
AND
NAVY
RUGBY
UNFORTUNATELY, the
Leprechaun is unable to
report on the RN v
Hampshire match last
month due to the Navy
News printing deadline,
but comments will ap-
pear in the January '94
edition. However, this
does allow Leprechaun
the opportunity to run a
short PR campaign in
the search for potential
Navy rugby players.

Many of you who were at
the Rectory on November
30 to watch the Combined
Services take on the All
Blacks may not realise just
how close you could be to
playing on such an
occasion.

The CS selectors choose
players from the three Ser-
vices and they, in turn, se-
lect from their senior and
junior single Service
teams.

In the RN, all junior rugby
is run by the RN Rugby
Union Youth organisation,
formed this season from
the U21 and Colts teams of
previous years. The Youth
organisation embraces
U21, U20 and U19 age lev-
els, plays against the Army
and RAF in the U21 Inter
Services competition and
puts forward players for
the U21 an U19 CS XVs.

The team plays every
other weekend in the au-
tumn term, the Inter Ser-
vices in January and goes
on tour to the North of Eng-
land at Easter. So far this
season the Youth XV has
played Exeter, Gloucester-
shire, a Yeovil XV and
Westlands Colts. Their re-
cord is two wins and two
defeats, with games
against Dunvant, Oxford-
shire and a Cornwall Com-
bination team to come.

Our regular rugby follow-
ers will appreciate that
with the present dearth of
U21 players within the RN,
there is little opportunity
for ships, establishments
or even Commands to run
any youth teams. So, how
does a budding RN U21/
U19 player get himself
known? The best way is to
talk to any of the youth
management team!

Chairman: Cdr. Jim Clip-
son, Heron 5536. Coaches:
Lieut.-Cdr. Phil Noble,
Neptune 3428 and WO
Mick O'Shea, Temeraire
25552. Managers: CPO
Brum Wyatt, Portsdown
2016 and CPO Taff Green-
way, Neptune 3243. Alter-
natively, talk to your rugby
PT, who will be only too
keen to point you in the
right direction.

If you were born, there-
fore, on or after September
1,1972, are or have been a
rugby player and think you
are good enough to play
for the RN, then get in
touch.

At CS level the U21 splay
a series of matches lead-
ing to Twickenham against
the England Students and
CS U19s play against Car-
diff and Bridgend in late
April. The route to playing
the All Blacks is to play for
RN Youth, CS U21 and then
the Navy senior side. We
cannot afford to miss out
on rugby talent so let us
hear from you as soon as
possible.

Meantime, the Lepre-
chaun wishes all our
readers a very happy
Christmas and a very suc-
cessful rugby New Year.



RAF HOPES
BATTERED

BY 12lb COD
HOT on the reels of winning the team
event in the British Boat Angling
Championship, Royal Navy/Royal
Marines fishermen have won the
1993 Inter-Service Boat Sea Angling
title.

This two-day event was fished off
Portsmouth in atrocious weather condi-
tions. Representing the Senior Service
were CPO Jim Steptoe (Sultan), CPO Pete
Hegg (Osprey), CPO Geoff Murphy (Coch-
rane), Sgt Steve Pope (HQ&Sig Sqn RM),
CPO Andy Andrews (Defiance), Mne Dun-
can McCracken (RM Poole), CPO Ted Ed-
wards (Stonehouse), PO Mike Hall (Sul-
tan), MEM Tony Pike (RM Poole), CPO
Norman Barlow (Illustrious), Lieut.-Cdr.
Colin Dodd (RNR Sussex), LCK Jan
Fiander (SM2), CPO Clive Hurst (Dryad),
and reserves PO Kevin Morrell (Exeter)
and RPO Trevor Sutch (BRNC) team cap-
tain and manager.

It wasn't until the presentations in the
Home Club, Portsmouth, that the result
became clear. The Navy were Champions
by a margin of 17 points — 151 to the
RAF's 134. The Army hosts lagged on 75.
Clive Hurst also bagged himself a trophy
for catching the heaviest fish of the com-
petition, a 12lb cod.

ROY RACES
TO THIRD
BRC TITLE

ONE ambition thwarted and one achieved sums up motorcycle racer Roy New's
1993 season. He was unable to take part in the Manx TT, but he did enter and,
win — for the third year running — the BRC Open Class 2-Stroke Championship.
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LS(D) New, of the Portsmouth Area
Clearance Diving Unit based at HMS Nel-
son (Gunwharf), said lack of funds ruled
out a trip to the Isle of Man. Instead he
concentrated on his bike, fitting a new dry
clutch and gearbox.

There was a delay in getting these and
once they were fitted the gremlins persist-
ed. Apart from straightforward teething
problems, various adjustments had to be
made to the motorcycle because of differ-
ences the clutch and gearbox made in the
machine.

"Every time out this year it's been hard

work and hard on the pocket; making
changes between meetings and then trying
to get used to them before the next meeting
. .. and all the time trying to win the Ban-
tam Racing Club Championship," said
Roy.

However, win it he did. Now Roy's look-
ing forward to the next season and he is
hoping to find sponsors. Anyone who can
help should ring him on Portsmouth
780372.
• Roy would like to thank DNPTS (travel expenses),
HMS Nelson Sports Fund, Rob Willsher Motorcycles (en-
gine spares and back-up), RNMCC (equipment grant),
John Knox (spanner man), family and friends.

Sport

Paddling against the tide

THE River Trent at Newark was the
venue once again for this year's In-
ter-Service Marathon Canoe Cham-
pionships. As always the 13.5 mile
course proved to be a tough chal-
lenge, and for many of the less exper-
ienced Navy paddlers it was a real
test of courage and stamina.

The RN pair of Lieut. Kevin Enright
and CPO Mike Smith (pictured back and
front respectively) found themselves up
against the Army crew of Heath and
Capps, who were to represent Britain the
following week. The two crews quickly
broke away from the rest and by the first
portage had developed a considerable
lead.

By the second the Army had sprinted1

clear and gained a 50m lead. Over the
next three miles Enright and Smith took
the bit between their teeth and gradually
gained on the leaders.

Desperation
The remaining six miles saw both

crews desperately trying to escape each
other without success, so the winner was
decided in the final burn to the line,
which the bitterly disappointed Navy
pair saw Heath and Capps cross inches
ahead of them.

Other RN paddlers, Sgt Foggy Phillips,
PO Chris Barrel and CPO Dave Flynn
managed to come in fourth, fifth and

sixth respectively in the single sealers, but
lack of experience among the rest ensured
the Navy was always to come a poor third
to the other two Services.

Similarly, when the sprint events took
place at the National Water Sports
Centre, Holme Pierpoint, lack of strength
in depth guaranteed the Navy would not
shine in the team event.

Nevertheless, Enright and Smith were
determined the Army should not have a
clean sweep and they paddled an out-
standing 500m K2 sprint, snatching gold
in the last 5m.

Next year the Navy is looking forward
to the return of many of its paddlers from
seagoing drafts and appointments and, it
is hoped, a reversal of its fortunes.

CDR Martin Littleboy (ex-MCM1 and currently studying for an
MPhil at Cambridge University) and Lieut.-Cdr. David Hosk-
ing (commanding officer of HMS Sandown) competed in the
20th World Veterans Rowing Championships in Vienna.

Representing the Royal Navy Rowing Club, they rowed as part of a
combined crew, with oarsmen and women from St Andrew Boat
Club, Edinburgh.

Some 4,000 competitors ranging in age,from 27 to 90, travelled
from 30 countries to take part in this, the world's largest rowing
regatta.

Events were organised according to boat types and average age
groups, the RN duo competed in the Men's Group B (average age 36
years) coxless and coxed fours, the Mixed Group B Eights, plus the
Men's Group C (ave. age 43) Eights events. They achieved fourth,
third, second and fourth place respectively.

David, who won a gold medal for Britain in the World Lightweight
Championships back in 1980, said that considering the lack of
opportunity the crew had had to train together before the Veterans
event, the results were not too bad at all.

Above: On their way to the start of the Coxless Four Group B event
are (front to back) Lieut.-Cdr. David Hosking, Mike Morrice (St An-
drew BC), Cdr. Martin Littleboy and lain Boyd-Whyte (St Andrew BC).

Carol makes short
work of Bermudans
MATCHES against players from the
island's top clubs awaited the Roy-
al Navy tennis squad on their invi-
tation tour of Bermuda, which cul-
minated in a match against the
Bermuda National Team.

The overall standard of all players
proved ideal and the opposition proved
to be both challenging on court and
very hospitable to the visitors off court.

Concurrent with the tour was the an-
nual tournament of the Port Royal Ten-
nis Club. All tour members were en-
tered in the singles and various
members teamed up for the doubles
events.

Following notable victories against

the island's top lady players, Lieut.
Carol Elliott (Dryad) won the ladies sin-
gles event and a trophy. In the men's
singles, Lieut. Rob Reynolds (Alacrity)
was on the verge of a semi-final place
when he was forced to scratch on
match point owing to the imminent end
of the tour.

The overall result was that the Royal
Navy team won two matches, drew one
and lost three. In all the tour was
deemed a tremendous success, char-
acterised by high quality sport played in
an atmosphere of goodwill.

Others taking part were Lieut.-Cdr.
Tim Reynolds (Campbeltown), Lieut.
Andrew Mills (BRNC), Lieut. Ian Stokes

(MOD(N)), Sub-Lieut. Phillip Hacon
(BRNC), PO Darren Sullivan (Osprey),
LPT Dolly Gray (Ark Royal), Lieut.-Cdr.
Carolyn Crumplin (CINCFLEET), Lieut.
Isobel Markowski (FOST OPS), Lieut.
Nicola Spurgeon (Temeraire) and Lieut.
Jo Studdard (COMCEN, Whitehall).

0 Match results were as follows: RNLTA v Pomander
Gate, RNLTA lost 1-13 rubbers at Pomander Gate;
RNLTA v Bermuda Police. RNLTA won 5-4 rubbers at
Prospect; RNLTA v Port Royal TC, RNLTA drew 2-2
rubbers at HMS Malabar; RNLTA v Island Profession-
als, RNLTA lost 1-3 rubbers at Sonesta Beach Hotel;
RNLTA v Coral Beach TC, RNLTA won 6-5 rubbers at
Coral Beach Hotel; RNLTA v Bermuda National Team,
RNLTA lost 3-8 rubbers at the National Sports Centre.

The tourists are pictured with the
Governor of Bermuda, Lord
Waddington.
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Time up
for last

Ton
LAST of the Ton-class mine
countermeasures vessels was
be ing d e c o m m i s s i o n e d in
Portsmouth on December 3.

HMS Nurton, the last opera-
tional wooden-hulled ship in
the Navy, has been in service
for 37 years and has steamed a
total of 326,273 miles.

Prime
cuts

Wren Steward Ursula Ball -
currently on the Prime Minis-
ter's staff at Chequers — was
jo in t w inne r wi th Leading
Cook Geoff Gillet of the gold
medal in the Cook and Serve
section of th is year's Salon
Culinaire at HMS Nelson.

Young Cook of the Year gold
medal and Prix d ' H o n n e u r
went to Cook Anthony Spread-
borough — one of many talent-
ed contenders in what was
praised as the best Navy cook-
ery contest in ten years.

Full results and pictures next
month.

Compulsory
redundancies

down to a

Dukes
come
under

control
HMS Westminster arrived
at Devonport last month as
the first Type 23 frigate to
carry the new command
and control system used to
co-ordinate the Dukes' for-
midable firepower.

The first version had beeni
found to be inadequate and was:
scrapped over a year ago. West-
minster is the first ship to have
the new system installed during
build and the other seven of the
class serving with the 6th Fri-
gate Squadron will have theirs
retro-fitted.

They are shortly scheduled to
take over patrols in the South
Atlantic.
NINTH of the Duke-class frig-
ates, HMS Northumberland,
completed contractors sea trials
successfully on November 9.
She is building at Swan Hunter
Shipbuilders, Wallsend, and is
due to be accepted into service
in May.

The ship's company are de-
veloping l inks with the County
of Northumberland and are re-
ceiving visits from members of
the county council and the
ship's affiliated Sea Cadet uni t ,
TS Tenacity.

Boxer's
back

PHASE 3 of the redun-
dancy programme pro-
duced enough applicants
in most categories —
only six officers and 38
j u n i o r rat ings/NCOs/
other ranks have had to
be selected as non-
applicants.

Of the latter, 26 are taken
from the Royal Marines
Band Service, while 64 sent
in applications which have
been accepted.

Of 3,400 applications se-
venty of those accepted for re-
dundancy have come from offi-
cers, with 668 from senior
ratings/NCOs. Six per cent of
the total of 2,439 redundancies
are women — but these have
spread equally among sea-going
and non-seagoing Wrens.

HMS Boxer returned to Devon-
port last month after five
months in the Adriatic. She has
been rel ieved by HMS
Sheffield.

Second Sea Lord Admiral Sir
Michael Layard told Navy
News the redundancy boards
had been able to offset the
shortage of applicants in some
categories by selecting more
from others where the latest
forecasts made this feasible.

Thus there had been no need
to select non-appl ican ts in
four categories — AEA(R) ,
WEA(AD)SM, WEA(AD) and
WEA(OC)SM — where it had
first been thought compulsory
redundancies might be neces-
sary.

Rigorous application of nor-

handful
Boat Show
The London International
Boat Show at Earls Court
from 6-16 January features
a 'Sail Scotland' pool area
plus the usual huge selec-
tion of boats and marine
products — and the Royal
Navy stand, of course.

Old comrades remember
STANDARD bearers of the Submarine Old Comrades Associa-
tion at the National Submarine War Memorial Parade on the
Victoria Embankment.

The Act of Remembrance was led by SOCA President Rear
Admiral Anthony Whetstone and the Parade, accompanied by
the Band of the Royal marines, was also attended by the Flag
Officer Submarines, Vice Admiral Toby Frere.

mal manpower regulators such
as reduced recruiting, inter list
transfers, Second Open Engage-
ment and control over prema-
t u r e v o l u n t a r y release
withdrawal had protected over
40 per cent of the Navy from
the threat of redundancy and
Admiral Layard hoped to avoid
further cutbacks in personnel
next year, though he could not
entirely rule out the need for
future redundancies.

Turbulence
"The large numbers leaving

t h e Service d u r i n g A p r i l -
December next year will con-
strain drafting and appointing
flexibility, and turbulence is in-
evitable over this period," he
added.

"Short-term gapping may
have to be accepted and oppor-
tunities for release at less than
normal notice under PVR or
redundancy may reduce.

"Ratings with a draft order
to sea should not automatically
assume that it will be cancelled
as a result of selection for re-
dundancy — it may be that
some of those selected will have
to return to sea for a short
period unt i l a relief can be
found."

Endurance on
record trip

ICE patrol ship HMS
Endurance was sailing to
Antarctica this month to
attempt her most ambi-
tious programme yet.

Her planned course is
due to take her farthest
south than any previous
British warship — as well
as polar explorer Shackle-
ton's ship of the same
name which was crushed
in the ice almost 80 years
ago.

Century-old
charmer

AS her 100th birthday approached, Mrs Jane Figg hinted that
it would be nice to invite a Royal Marine to the party at her
home at Billingshurst, West Sussex — and she duly got her
wish, in the shape of Sgt Graham Hitchins.

Her late husband Jack had joined the Corps in 1912 and
retired as a captain in 1946.

Said Sgt Hitchins after presenting her with her telegram
from the Queen: "Mrs Figg is a very charming lady and the
Royal Marines were glad to be part of her special day. We
hope her association with us continue for a long while to
come."
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