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trom the Dean

am somewhat concerned that putting my

picture on this issue of the Cumberland

Lawyer will scare little children but am

deeply humbled by the honor. It is hard for
me to believe that I have been dean of our law
school for 10 years.

People often ask me how I have managed
to stay in this position when the average
tenure of a law school dean is about five years.
My answer is always the same. It is because of
the Cumberland people—our students, faculty,
staff and alumni—that I have the honor and
privilege of associating with on a daily basis.
Those Cumberland people make coming to
the law school every day a real joy.

All of them have made this a very
remarkable place. We have students from all
over the country who are bright, but more
importantly, good people as well. We have a
faculty who are prolific scholars, but just as
importantly, very effective teachers. They also
possess a quality unique in legal education
today; the faculty cares more about our
students than they do their individual careers.

We also have a staff that, top to bottom, is
the finest at any law school in the country.
They are disciplined, highly motivated and
committed to our success, and they, like the
faculty, care deeply about our students.

Then, of course, we have all of you—
more than 8,000 Cumberland lawyers spread
all over the world.Your support of the law
school is really phenomenal. You hire our
graduates, coach our advocacy teams, teach our
students and provide the all-important
financial support Cumberland School of Law
needs. One of the great pleasures of my
deanship has been traveling the country,
meeting with you and learning about your
fascinating careers.You are great ambassadors
for our law school and great role models for
our students. Thanks for all you do for our law
school and for our profession.

A e

John L. Carroll
Dean and Ethel P. Malugen Professor of Law
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Forever (hanged

An alumna recalls her encounter with the April 27 tornadoes
as Cumberland School of Law assists with Alabama recovery
efforts.

Immeasureable Impact

Graduates share the impact a mentor relationship can have on
one’s life and career.

A Decade of Deanship

Lauren McCaghren talks with Dean John Carroll about the
pressures of the position and the future of law and the legal
profession.

(ontinuing a Tradition of Excellence

The law school’s Trial Advocacy Program is ranked as one of
the top in the nation and offers students more opportunities to
develop advocacy skills than ever before.

Reform and Reorganization

To better prepare students for careers as highly skilled lawyers,
Cumberland School of Law is reviewing the current curriculum
and seeking input from alumni.
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Alumnus Chuck Malone Named Alabama Chief Justice

harles R..
“Chuck”
Malone of
Tuscaloosa,
Ala.,a 1981
graduate of
Samford’s
Cumberland
School of
Law, has been
named chief
justice of the
Alabama
Supreme
Court. A
former
Tuscaloosa
County

presiding circuit judge, Malone was
serving as chief of staft to Alabama
Governor Robert Bentley, who
appointed him chief justice Aug. 1.

Malone is the first Cumberland
School of Law graduate to serve as
Alabama’s chief justice, according to
Dean John L. Carroll.

“Judge Malone brings a perfect
balance of judicial and administrative
expertise needed for this position,” said
Gov. Bentley at a news conference
introducing the new chief justice.

A Republican, Malone succeeds
Chief Justice Sue Bell Cobb, a Democrat
who was elected in 2006 but chose not
to run for re-election in 2012. She
resigned earlier this summer, effective

July 31. Next year, Malone will run for a
full term for the chief justice post
beginning in 2013.

Malone, 57, was a lawyer in private
practice in Tuscaloosa for 20 years,
serving as president of the Tuscaloosa
County Bar Association. He was elected
a Tuscaloosa County circuit judge in
2000 and re-elected in 2006.

The new chief justice has served as
an adjunct lecturer at Cumberland
School of Law and at the University of
Alabama, where he earned his under-
graduate degree.

He and his wife, Terri, are parents of
two adult children. The Malones are
members of First Baptist Church of
Tuscaloosa. 62

Law Week 2011

aw Week 2011 was more exciting
than ever, featuring events each day
of the week and culminating in
Reunion Weekend 2011. Students
showed off their talents in the bowling

tournament, Freshman Follies, croquet

tournament, Williams Trial Finals and the

highly anticipated Cumberland Idol
competition. Students, alumni, faculty
and staft enjoyed the festive Rascal

Parade and lunch, and the second annual
Cumberland Classic Golf Tournament,
which raised money for the Student Bar
Association. 62

Mercedes Marathon
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umberland School of Law always has

a strong presence at the annual

Mercedes Marathon, led by the

example of Dean John Carroll, who

has competed in the marathon for
seven of the 10 years that the marathon
has been in existence.

Trial Teams Sweep

umberland School of Law trial teams

experienced an extremely successful

year, sweeping the Regionals of both

the National Trial Competition
[NTC] and the American Association for
Justice [AAJ] Regional Student Trial
Advocacy Competition.

Cumberland School of Law’s
Trial Advocacy Board hosted Region 6
of the NTC competition Feb. 18-20
in downtown Birmingham. The
competition welcomed 26 teams from
13 law schools in Alabama, Florida and
Mississippi. More than 200 judges and
attorneys were recruited from
throughout Alabama to judge 52 trials
over the weekend. After five rounds
of competition, two teams from
Cumberland School of Law finished first
and second.
The winning team of Ross Massey

11, Carrie Hodge 11 and third-year
student Samantha Nicolle defeated
Nova Southeastern University School of’
Law in the semifinal round and the

This year, 32 students and faculty
participated in the challenging marathon
that winds around downtown Birmingham.
Five students and Professor Brannon
Denning completed the half marathon,
and third-year student Matthew Bracey
completed the full marathon.
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Thirty-two Cumberland School of Law students participated in this year’'s Mercedes Marathon in Birmingham.

Three law school relay teams placed

in the top 15 teams in the mixed open

division, finishing seventh, eighth and
13th overall of 97 teams. 62

Regional Competitions

University of
Alabama School
of Law in the
final round to
go undefeated
for the
tournament.

The law
school’s teams
are coached by
Judge Jim
Roberts 94
and Sara

- s Cumberland School of Law hosted Region 6 of the National Trial
Williams °06. - )
The mock Competition and took both first and second place.

trial team,

coached by Mike Rasmussen *76 and
Marc Jaskolka *00, also placed first and
second at the AAJ Regional Student
Trial Advocacy Competition held in
Montgomery, Ala., March 4-6.
Cumberland School of Law teams
defeated students from the University of
South Carolina, University of Mississippi,
Charleston School of Law, University of

Alabama and Faulkner University in the
preliminary and semifinal rounds.

The Cumberland School of Law
teams faced each other in the champion-
ship round Sunday, with the team of
Charles Elliott 11, third-year student
Drew Haskins, Amanda Kistler °11,
and third-year student Brittany
Stancombe claiming first place. 62
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Communities come together to transform
a path of destruction into a path of hope

pril 27,2011, was a day that forever

changed residents of the Southeast,

including many Cumberland School

of Law constituents. Officials believe
346 people were killed across seven states
when a band of tornadoes dubbed April’s
Fury ravaged the South, making it the
deadliest twister outbreak since the Great
Depression.

The law school did not experience
any direct physical damage from the
storms, but many areas of Alabama were
not so lucky. The National Weather
Service announced that 13 tornadoes hit
Alabama that Wednesday, claiming the
lives of 239 residents. Thousands others
were directly impacted by the storms,
which leveled homes, offices and
communities, and ripped apart families
and friends.

Cumberland alumna Julie Love
’99 was one of those affected by the
storms. Thanks to text messages from
fellow alumna Tricia Gill 99, Love
realized the severity of the storms and
was able to escape to her Tuscaloosa, Ala.,
home just a mile and a half from her
office. Her home was unaffected from
the storms while her office was com-
pletely destroyed.

The first thing Love thought in the
aftermath was “Where are my files?”
Now she laughs and says, “I know there’s

P

no Bar opinion on what you do if an F5
tornado levels your office.” A police
officer allowed Love access to her office
immediately after the storm, and she was
able to retrieve her sturdy 1950s file
cabinet. “As we returned to try to
recover files, I thought it humorous that

“The one thing that
triumphs at a time like this
1s our humanity and sense
of community,” said Dean

Carroll.

the item that cost me the most money
remained hanging on the wall without a
scratch,” she said. Her Cumberland
School of Law diploma survived the
tornado amidst the surrounding
destruction.

Operations at the University of
Alabama in Tuscaloosa were suspended
for the remainder of the semester to
accommodate recovery efforts.
Cumberland School of Law opened its
doors to University of Alabama School
of Law students and acted as a host site
for final exams.

“While we normally restrict access
to the law library to Cumberland

1. Julie Love proudly displays her
Cumberland School of Law diploma,
which weathered the storm’s
destruction.

. Lauren McCaghren, associate director

of alumni relations, works with other
university employees to assist in
recovery efforts.

. Law faculty and students volunteered
with legal clinics in the Birmingham
area to aid tornado victims.

students during the exam period, we
recognized that this was one way we could
help and relaxed our usual procedure,” said
Greg Laughlin, director of the Beeson Law
Library. “Cumberland students were
notified of this and enthusiastically
approved. Hopefully, it helped make
difficult circumstances a little less difficult.”

Though final examinations began the
day after the storms, Cumberland School of
Law students did not let their studies
impede their relief efforts. The school
partnered with Birmingham Volunteer
Lawyers Programs to provide legal assis-
tance to victims of the storms. Students
worked alongside faculty and area lawyers
to apply the skills they learned in the
classroom to the overwhelming legal needs
in the community.

The Student Bar Association [SBA]
hosted a donation drive immediately after
the storms. Within days, the SBA office and
the dean’s office were filled with clothes,
toys, diapers and household items for
tornado victims. The SBA also hosted a
fund-raiser for Crystal Grier, a former
employee in the Law Student Records
office, who lost everything in the storms. In
a single evening, Cumberland School of
Law students raised more than $1,000 for
Grier and her family.

“The one thing that triumphs at a
time like this is our humanity and sense of
community,” said Dean Carroll. “T am
always proud of our faculty, staft and
students, but I have never been more proud
than I am now as I watch them respond to
the devastation wrought by the tornadoes.”

Though people have come together
from across the nation to assist in recovery
efforts, there is still a long road ahead.
Samford President Andrew Westmoreland
said it best in an email to the university
community: “We must remember that we
are now engaged in a marathon, not a
sprint. Let’s focus on immediate needs
while remembering that ‘normal’ may be a
distant point on the horizon.” 62
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IMMEASURABLE

mentor provides realistic knowl-

edge, motivation and professional

guidance to another individual.

Some view mentoring as a

business and a social imperative,

helping to shape the leaders of
tomorrow. Others are honored to have
been the focus of a mentor and now
wish to repay that experience.

The origin of the mentor can be

traced to Homer’s The Odyssey. When

Odysseus left to fight in the Trojan War,
he left his son, Telemachus, in the care
of his trusted friend, Mentor. Mentor
selflessly served Telemachus as both a
guardian and adviser, helping him to
mature and actualize his untapped
potential.

Just as Mentor helped to guide and
grow Telemachus, the following pages
feature mentor relationships between
alumni and others who have shaped the

lives and careers of mentees. In all cases,
however, the mentors have also been
shaped by the experience, far beyond
their expectations.

If you would like the opportunity to mentor
a current Cumberland School of Law
student, go to http://cumberland.samford.
edu/alumni/student-success-mentor-program
fo see how you can influence the next
generation of lawyers.

MENTEE
Ricardo Woods '04
Burr & Forman, LLP

How they met: Ricardo Woods became hooked on
Cumberland School of Law’s trial teams after volunteering as a
witness his first year. He considered leaving school after he lost
his mother and maternal grandmother during his second year,
but stayed after he made the trial team coached by Jim Roberts.
Opver the years, they’ve watched each other grow professionally:
Woods as an experienced litigator, and Roberts as a judge on
the 6th Circuit (he was sworn in earlier this year).

Mentee on Mentor: I never saw myself as a litigator. Being on
Jim’s team for those three years changed my path completely.

The time I spent on his team became big part of how I practice
law today and ultimately a major part of my identity as a lawyer.

MENTOR
Judge Jim Roberts '94
6th Judicial Circuit and Cumberland School of
Law trial team coach

Frankly speaking, I don’t know who I would be if Judge
Roberts had not taken the time to play a key role in my life.

Mentor on Mentee: Even from that first year, I knew that
Ricardo had the potential to be something really special. One
of the great things about coaching is seeing in people some-
thing that they may not see in themselves, and having the
opportunity to help them unlock that potential. Ricardo was a
perfect example of that. It was just a matter of getting him to
understand and appreciate what God blessed him with to realize
what he could do.



MENTEE NTOR
Bob MacKenzie'84 Mi tchison '68

Starnes Davis Florie, LLP Forman, LLP

How they met: Bob MacKenzie and Mike Atchison met in
1984 at %‘Ety at the home of Chervis Isom '67. MacKenzie
“was a third-year law student looking for a job. He had heard of
Atchison’s excellent reputation from Professor Howard Walthall.
A couple months later, MacKenzie was hired at Atchison’s firm,
and their relationship began from there.

Mentee on Mentor: Mike showed me you can be a successful
lawyer and remain on good terms with opposing lawyers and
parties. I remember many occasions in trial with Mike when
the plaintift’s attorney would begin a closing argument, but
instead of talking about the plaintift’s injury and damages, the
focus was on how much the jury liked Mike. I have seen Mike
totally discredit a witness without raising his voice or a hint of
sarcasm. Rather, Mike’s approach has always been based upon
preparation and sincerity. Mike has an incredible reputation in
the legal community and has influenced so many of today’s
lawyers.You don’t get to pick and choose your mentor; I was
fortunate. That’s not to say I ever could or did measure up to
Mike’s standard. Mike and I no longer work together, but
influence doesn’t cease when you move your office from one
place to another.

Mentor on Mentee: Bob was always outgoing and energetic.
He never met a person he didn't like, and to my knowledge,
he’s never said a bad word about another person. Bob struck
out on his own, trying cases by himself, and he’s done an
incredible job. As a result, he’s become a great mentor to other
young lawyers. Bob and I are friends first; we practice together
second.

MENTOR MENTEE
Alicia Haynes '87  Judge Shanta Owens
Haynes & Haynes 10th Judicial Circuit,

District Court

How they met: As high school students, Shanta Owens and
her twin sister, Sheree, were interested in the law. Following
their mother’s advice, they sought out an attorney to shadow.
When their only contacts fell through, they turned to the
Yellow Pages, where they found Haynes & Haynes. Alicia
Haynes introduced them to the federal and state courthouse,
Chief Judge U.W. Clemon, and a host of lawyers and law
clerks. They continued to meet throughout Owens’ college and
law school career.

Mentee on Mentor: These people were superstars to my
sister and me. I was able to see a woman as a successful
attorney who took the time to give back to two children who
didn’t look like her, didn’t come from her neighborhood,
whom she knew nothing about. There wasn’t any hesitancy in
her voice—she just said “sure, come on over.” It was pivotal for
me to meet a black judge, who at the time was the chief judge.
That planted the seed for me to know that you can always go
higher.You never know how you can touch somebody life;
how you can inspire someone to move forward. I try to take
time out when young people call me, because someone did
that for me. I want to be able to be an inspiration to someone
else.

Mentor on Mentee: When this mentoring relationship
started, I thought, “Ok, I am helping two high schoolers out
who think they want to be lawyers.” However, they had such
infectious eagerness that I wanted to spend time with them
and help them along in the process. I was impressed that high
school students were calling and that they wanted to shadow
someone before they made that big jump. I thought it was
important to be a cheerleader through college, law school and
after they started practicing law. Now Shanta is a judge, and I
cannot tell you the enormous pride I have

for her accomplishment.

MENTOR
J. Mark Hart '78
Hand Arendall, LLC

How they met: A year after graduation, Khristi Driver went to
work at London & Yancey, where Mark Hart served as her
superior. Though London & Yancey was a small firm, Hart stood
out and took the initiative to teach and invest in Driver over the
nine years they worked together.

Mentor on Mentee: I thought Khristi was going to be an
excellent lawyer, and I was right. I have a philosophy that it’s
really important to manage young lawyers—to train them
professionally to be good lawyers and to train them on the
business side as well. I've been at it awhile, and I can see the end
of the road in my law career.You hope that you leave something
of yourself behind—some legacy or some contribution that
people can carry on.

MENTEE
Khristi Doss Driver '00
Haskell Slaughter Young
& Rediker, LLC

Mentee on Mentor: One of the most important contributions
Mark made in teaching me how to practice law was not just
understanding the big goal, but keeping things moving forward
on a daily basis. Mark was also generous with his clients, and has
always taken a team approach to business development and
relationship building. He didn’t hesitate about my having direct
face-to-face time with his clients because we built a trust
relationship. Because of his generosity, I learned how to interact
with clients and how to develop those relationships so that I
could go out and build my own. Mark encouraged me to always
be myself, whether that meant community involvement or
engaging in a hobby or passion.
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MENTEE
Wayne Morse '76
Waldrep, Stewart &
Kendrick, LLC

How they met: In 1975, Wayne Morse was hired for contract
work for McDaniel, Hall, Parsons & Conerly. He began writing
appellate briefs for Ed Conerly, who started practicing law in
1955. Conerly taught Morse the importance of professionalism,
thoroughness, preparation and execution.

MENTOR

Ed Conerly
Hall, Conerly & Bolvig, PC

Mentee on Mentor: He is and always will be a lot smarter
than I am. I recognized early on that I could learn a lot from
him, so I pursued his wisdom and knowledge. To this day, I still
use his aphorisms in the courtroom and tell new associates the
same words he told me while I was conducting legal research or
discovery—*It’s there, you just haven’t found it yet.”

MENTEE
Elizabeth Pilgrim
Birmingham Volunteer
Lawyers Association

MENTOR
Kelli Hogue-Mauro '94
Birmingham Volunteer
Lawyers Association

How they met: When Elizabeth Pilgrim began working at
Birmingham Volunteer Lawyers Program [BVLP] in 2009, the
organization was beginning a major restructuring. Kelli
Hogue-Mauro came on as the new executive director in 2010,
and together, Pilgrim and Mauro shared a passion for making
BLVP bigger and better. In 2009, the BVLP opened 200 cases.
In 18 months, it has more than tripled that number and has
moved from one clinic a year to 16 clinics in 2011.

Mentee on Mentor: Before Kelli came on, my job was simply
to take calls and decide if they qualified for our program. Under
her tutelage, I began taking on more responsibilities, including
increased public speaking tasks. I've gained self-confidence and
feel comfortable addressing different groups on a variety of
topics. Kelli is the reason I can do this. She’s pushed me to step
out and get a little uncomfortable for what we are so passionate
about. Kelli radiates positivity, enthusiasm and self-confidence,
and has a sense of strength I strive to attain. Her passion for
service and belief in the BVLP has taught me to expand my
expectations for not only what this program can accomplish,
but what I can accomplish as well.

Mentor on Mentee: Immediately, I recognized that Libby was
so smart and could do anything you gave her to do; she just
didn’t have the confidence to think she could do everything.
That’s been really fun for me. In our line of work, one rarely
takes the time to reflect on where and how the work gets done.
The reality is that the work is done one day at a time by one set
of hands after another. The highlight of this experience has
been the personal connections I've made with my staft and
board of directors. We all come from various walks of life and
feel passionate about this project, and yet the common element
is more defining than all the differences. I've learned far more
from Libby than I've taught her, and we have had such a fun
time along the way.

MENTEE MENTOR

Lauren Shine 05 Leatha Gilbert
Ogletree, Deakins, Law Offices of Gene

Nash, Smoak & Stew- Sellers
art, P.C.

How they met: When Lauren Shine was looking to move
back to Birmingham, she met with Leatha Gilbert, seeking
information about how she could get involved with the
‘Women Lawyers Section of the Birmingham Bar. She never
expected their relationship to turn into anything more than a
polite phone call, but they have been close friends for more
than three years.

Mentee on Mentor: Leatha has definitely been the person
who has been the most instrumental in my legal career. She’s
so easy to talk to, and it’s been really helpful to have her to
turn to when I need to seek an outside professional opinion
that I respect.

Mentor on Mentee: Mentoring Lauren has brought me a
great new friend who has expanded my perspectives. Because
of her, I have learned things that I would not have otherwise
learned, both about the practice of law and family life. I had a
really great mentor who encouraged me to become involved
in both bar and community service. I've tried to take that
example and continue it because I think it’s important.
Mentoring helps me stay adaptable in my practice, widens my
network and increases my personal satisfaction in the practice

of law.
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MENTOR :
Greg Schuck '94
Huie, Fernambucq
& Stewart, LLP

How they met: Jennifer Reid found a mentor both inside and
outside her practice. When Reid was a student, she met Dana
Hill at the Thurgood Marshall event, and was immediately
struck by her personality and wealth of experience. Through
BLSA, Reid requested Hill as a mentor and has sought her
advice ever since.

Reid met Greg Schuck when she clerked for Huie,
Fernambucq & Stewart, and was assigned to Schuck as a new
associate. The two have worked together on many cases, and his
hands-on approach as a partner mentor has helped her to grow
within the firm. The combination of the two perspectives has
been the perfect fit for Reid and has made her a better lawyer.

Mentee on Mentors: Dana has taught me about work/life
balance and gives me the perspective of practicing law outside
our firm. I'm able to bounce different issues off of her and she’s
done a great job of giving me perspective of balancing who I
am as a new associate. Greg has taught me how to practice and
how to think outside the box. It’s really easy to get into a
practice of doing the same things over and over again. There’s
no need to recreate the wheel, but Greg taught me the impor-
tance of looking at an issue 20 different ways to figure out what
we could do that was innovative to address it. As I work with
other partners, that way of approaching issues has been an asset
to other practice groups within the firm.The reason I can stay
excited and motivated about the practice is because I have a
really good setup. Dana told me what to look for—I found it at
Huie with Greg—and I can stay on fire for the practice because
of it. I hope that everyone will seek something like this; it’s not
something that will fall in your lap.

Jennifer H. Reid 07
Huie, Fernambucq
& Stewart, LLP

£ MENTOR

Dana Bolden Hill ‘00
Boardman, Carr,Hutchesor
Bennett, P.C.

Mentor (Schuck) on Mentee: I first met Jennifer at a dinner
while she was a summer associate for our firm, and then quickly
sought her out to work together on a project. My sense was
that Jennifer would be a fantastic lawyer, and I was excited that
we were able to hire her. Without question, it has been a perfect
fit. It’s been fun to watch her grow as a lawyer and to see those
moments when suddenly “the light goes on” or when she really
excels. What has been somewhat surprising to me, however, is
how much the mentor relationship has done for my growth as a
lawyer. It 1s definitely a two-way street.

Mentor (Hill) on Mentee: I thought Jennifer was crazy when
she requested me for a mentor. I had only been practicing for
four years; so I didn’t think I was ready to be a mentor. I would
tell Jennifer things about the practice that I wished someone
had told me when I was in law school and when I finished.
‘When I was wrapping up my third year of law school and
taking the bar, I didn’t have any type of support group. No one
in my family had gone into law. To have the opportunity to
help Jennifer as she began her career was a spectacular experi-
ence for me. I've always been impressed with Jennifer; I didn’t
have any doubt when she graduated and transitioned into the
practice that she would be a great lawyer. She has a hunger for
the law, which tends to wane after you’ve been practicing for
awhile. She is still very excited about the practice. Seeing her
work ethic makes me want to renew my passion for the practice
and keeps me going.

.
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THE DEAN

Decade of Deanship

The approachable and highly respected Dean John Carroll
speaks with Editor Lauren McCaghren to reflect on the

10 years he has served as dean and to consider the future.

How was the initial transition
from U.S. magistrate judge to
dean of the law school, and
what have you learned in this
position?

The transition really was easy because of
the people at Cumberland. It was a jump
from being responsible only for your

own individual caseload to being
responsible for an entire community.
That was the toughest part, to under-
stand that responsibility and to under-
stand how to exercise that responsibility.

Over the past 10 years, you have
been able to attract incredible
faculty members to the law school.

What areas are you looking to
strengthen now?

The challenge for us is to make legal
education more affordable. Our focus for
the next several years will be on making
education more affordable by making
more financial aid available for students.
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The media is questioning the value of
legal education in today’s economic
market. How do you perceive the
current and future value of a
Cumberland School of Law degree?

The current Cumberland degree is an
excellent value and will continue to be an
excellent value in the future. I do not
agree at all with the notion that law
degrees are bad things to have. A law
degree is a door opener for all sorts of
professions. We live in a country where
being a lawyer is an advantage, whether
you’re a lawyer in the courtroom, the
boardroom or running your own
company.

The cost of a legal education has
risen significantly over your time as
dean. How do you leverage the quality
of a Cumberland School of Law degree
to attract students to the school?

One thing that students know when they
come to Cumberland is that we are going
to teach them how to practice law, no
matter what they decide they want to do.
We have students who come to us
because they want that practical sort of
education. The greatest selling point of
our law school is the sense of community
students feel when they spend three years
with us. Those are the two most attractive
qualities: our ability to teach students how
to be lawyers in an environment that’s
supportive, caring and engenders a sense
of community.

Many more opportunities for financial
aid and summer stipends for students
have been introduced under your
leadership. How do you plan to expand
these opportunities in the future?

L] {‘t
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That’s the challenge over the next several
years: raising enough money so that we
can radically increase the amount of
financial aid available. Our alumni have
provided us a huge amount of support,
which I deeply appreciate. But there are
many alumni whom we have yet to ask
who will support us. The solution to this
problem is not to make law school
cheaper by cutting back programs, but to
make it cheaper by providing more
financial aid to students.

The creation of the Cumberland
Public Interest Fellowship Program
has been very popular among
students. How does this program
contribute to the community and
interface with the Birmingham
Volunteer Lawyers Association?

The Public Interest Fellowship Program
allows us to connect students to areas of
need in public service. We had 100
students doing summer public interest
fellowships, working for judges and
federal defenders. Many of them assisted
the Birmingham Volunteer Lawyers
Association with their mission. Third-year
student Stephen Hudgens received the
Alabama State Pro Bono Award for his
work with the Birmingham Volunteer
Lawyers Association.

You have experienced one ABA site
visit during your tenure, and another
is coming up in the fall of 2012. Is the
law school prepared for this site visit,
and are you looking to make any
further changes outside curriculum
reform (see page 19) in preparation
for this visit?

Cumberland is well prepared for our site
visit, and I do not anticipate making any
changes in what we are doing. I am
looking forward to having the site visit
team meet our remarkable faculty, staff
and students