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Vegetation of the rock outcrops and screes in the forest-
steppe and steppe belts of the Altai and Western Sayan
Mts., southern Siberia
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Milan VaracHoviE, Bratislava

with 10 figures and 2 tables

Abstract. A new concept of classification of petrophytic vegetation, i.e. plant communi-
ties on rock outcrops and screes, is proposed for the steppe and forest-steppe belts of the
southern Siberian mountains, using the Braun-Blanquet approach and original relevés
from the Altai and Western Sayan Mts. In these areas with arid continental climate, the
species composition of petrophytic vegetation seems to be less differentiated from the
other habitats than is usual in Europe or the Far East. The main habitats of petrophytic
vegetation include rock crevices, shallow soils on weathered rock outcrops, disturbed
screes with herbaceous vegetation, and shrubberies in less disturbed places. In the pro-
posed classification petrophytic vegetation is divided into three phytosociological classes.
The vegetation of moderately dry rock crevices is included in the Eurasian class Aspleni-
etea trichomanis (Br.-Bl. in Meier et Br.-Bl. 1934) Oberdorfer 1977 and the alliance
Selaginellion sanguinolentae Hilbig 2000. Vegetation of disturbed or strongly
drought-stressed rock outcrops and screes is included in the class of central Asian steppes,
Cleistogenetea squarrosae Mirkin et al. ex Korotkov et al. 1991. Within this class,
vegetation with predominance of succulent plants is assigned to the alliance Sedion hy-
bridi all. nova and xeric rock-crevice vegetation to the alliance Eritrichio pectinati-
Selaginellion sanguinolentae all. nova. A distinct type of central Asian petrophytic
vegetation is assigned to the class Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiri-
cae cl. nova, which includes xeric shrubberies on mobile screes and rock outcrops of
different lithology. Seven associations, three subassociations and four communities with-
out syntaxonomic rank are documented in an ordered species-by-relevé table and briefly
described with respect to their phytosociological affinities and ecology. The DCA ordina-
tion of the relevés was used to demonstrate patterns of floristic differentiation of the
higher vegetation units in the Altai and Western Sayan.

Keywords: Artemisio-Berberidetea, Asplenietea trichomanis, Cleistogene-
tea squarrosae, chasmophytic vegetation, phytosociology, syntaxonomy.

Introduction

The mountain systems of the Altai and Western Sayan are situated in the
centre of Eurasia, on the boundary between northern and central Asia
(SocHava & Timoreev 1968). The diverse types of steppe, forest and high-
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mountain vegetation of these mountains have been studied with different
approaches, ranging from the traditional Russian approach based on domi-
nant species (Kuminova 1960, RecHan & Kryrov 1963, Kuminova et al.
1976, 1985, SEDEL’'NIKOV 1988, Namzarov 1994) to the Braun-Blanquet
approach (ZurrLukHINA & MIRkIN 1987, ZHITLUKHINA 1988, HILBIG
1990, 1995, 2000a, 2000b, HiLBIG et al. 1999, Ermakov 1995, 1998, Er-
MAKOV et al. 1991, 1999, 2000a, 2000b, Kororyuk 2002). However, petro-
phytic vegetation, i.e. plant communities occurring on rock outcrops, cliffs,
screes and talus slopes, is still very poorly known. Besides rather general
descriptions of communities applying the dominant approach of traditional
Russian geobotany, the only studies of some communities of rock-crevice
and scree vegetation that used the Braun-Blanquet approach and data on
floristic composition were performed in Mongolia (Hirsic 1995, HiLsic
et al. 1999) and southern Tuva (HiLB1G 2000a). The diversity of petrophytic
vegetation in the Russian part of the Altai and Western Sayan has so far
remained nearly unknown (but see KnaNnmMINCHUN 1975).

The purpose of this paper is to identify the main types of petrophytic
vegetation in the Russian part of the Altai and Western Sayan, based on
field sampling and numerical analysis of relevés. Our aim is also to outline
the relationships between vegetation pattern and types of rock habitats with
different surface instability, and to compare local patterns with those previ-
ously observed in other regions of Europe and northern Asia.

Study area

The study area covers the forest-steppe and steppe belt in the central parts
of the Altai and Western Sayan Mts. (Fig. 1) at altitudes between 350 and
1900 m. These mountain systems are intersected by the valleys of the Ka-
tun’ and Yenisei rivers that run approximately in a south-north direction.
The valleys contain numerous rock outcrops, cliffs, and talus slopes. Meta-
morphic bedrock predominates, most often represented by base-rich chlo-
ride slates, whereas igneous rocks and limestones occupy small areas. The
landforms of the ridges that surround the river valleys are very diverse and
the slopes tend to be very steep in places. In the Katun’ river valley (Altai)
a system of high Pleistocene terraces is developed (Rupoy 2002), while the
Yenisei valley (Western Sayan) is flooded by a water reservoir some 200 km
long and 200 m deep, which was built in 1982.

The climate of the study area is continental in the northern part and
ultracontinental in the southern part. The mean annual temperature is be-
tween —3 and +4 °C, the temperature in the coldest month (January) varies
from -31 to —15°C, in the warmest month (July) from +16 to +19 °C, and
the total annual precipitation is between 220 and 400 mm.

The area is situated in two vegetation belts: forest-steppe and steppe.
Forest-steppe occurs in the northern part and is made up of hemiboreal
forests, confined to the north-facing or shaded mountain slopes (Ermakov
et al. 2000a), and meadow-steppes on the drier south-facing slopes. The
hemiboreal forests consist of larch (Larix sibirica) or a mixture of birch and
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Fig. 1. Locations of the sites of studied rock-outcrop and scree vegetation in the Altai
and Western Sayan Mts. 1 — plains and lowlands (altitudes of 0-200 m); 2 — lower pla-
teaus and elevated plains (altitudes of 200-800 m); 3 — plateaus and mountains (altitudes
of 800-4000 m); 4 — locations of the study sites.

larch (Betula pendula, Larix sibirica), in places also with pine (Pinus sylves-
tris). Various types of central Asian steppes predominate in the southern
part of the study area. They occupy a broad altitudinal range on the south-
facing mountain slopes (400-1800 m, occasionally up to 2000 m) and also
predominate at lower altitudes on the north-facing slopes (400—800 m).

Materials and methods

The vegetation of rock outcrops and talus slopes was sampled in the forest-
steppe and steppe belts of the central part of the Altai and Western Sayan
Mts. in 2000-2003, with the aim of covering a broad range of habitats in
different areas. The focus was on vegetation dominated by herbaceous
plants or shrubs. Only specific vegetation types of rock outcrops and screes
were sampled, whereas the vegetation that was not markedly different from
the surrounding sites with more developed soil was not studied. Selected
sites were documented with relevés, i.e. plots of 10-100 m? in size where
all the vascular plants, and usually also bryophytes and macrolichens were
recorded and assigned a cover-abundance value on the Braun-Blanquet
scale. A total of 108 relevés were sampled (Fig. 1).

The classification of plant communities was carried out using the Braun-
Blanquet approach (WesTHOFF & van der MAAREL 1973). The relevés were
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stored in the TURBOVEG database (HENNEKENS & ScHAMINEE 2001) and
classified by TWINSPAN (Hirr 1979). For every degree of the Braun-
Blanquet scale, a new pseudospecies was introduced in TWINSPAN, i.e.
classification used cover-abundance information. To arrive at floristically
and ecologically uniform units, TWINSPAN results were manually modi-
fied by merging some groups and shifting a few relevés from one cluster to
another. In order to check the quality of the resulting classification, another
classification of the data set was performed by the cluster analysis, using
Ward’s method and Euclidean distance, from the STATISTICA software.
The values of cover-abundance on the Braun-Blanquet scale were used as
input data in this analysis. Detrended correspondence analysis (DCA) ordi-
nation using DECORANA (Hirr & Gaucs 1980) was carried out in order
to show the position of the already distinguished vegetation types along
the main gradients.

The classification is presented in a species-by-site table, in which diag-
nostic species were determined for each vegetation unit using the indicator
species analysis (DUFRENE & LEGENDRE 1997). We used a modified version
of this analysis (CHYTRY et al. 2002), which takes into account only species
presences/absences rather than cover-abundances and compares the occur-
rence of species in the relevés assigned to the considered vegetation unit
against all the other relevés in the data set. Compared with other methods
used to determine diagnostic species, indicator species analysis tends to
underestimate the diagnostic value of rare species. This means that species
with a high indicator value must have a high occurrence frequency in the
target vegetation unit (CHYTRY et al. 2002). Species with an indicator value
higher than 40 were considered diagnostic, provided their concentration in
the target vegetation unit differed from random expectation at P < 0.001
(Fisher’s exact test). Indicator values were calculated using the JUICE pro-
gram (TicHY 2002). Species names follow the list of vascular plants of the
tormer USSR (CHEREPANOV 1995; electronic version prepared by D. Gelt-
man). Records of bryophytes and Tichens are not shown in the table due to
their inconsistent recording in different relevés. Nomenclature of syntaxa
follows the rules of the International Code of Phytosociological nomencla-
ture (WEBER et al. 2000).

Results

Classification

Based on the TWINSPAN results 12 groups of relevés were distinguished,
each with a distinct floristic composition and clear ecological interpretation.
The similarity structure among these groups is shown in the cluster analysis
dendrogram (Fig. 2), which corresponds well with the accepted classifica-
tion, thus confirming its robustness. After comparison of these groups with
the phytosoc1olog1cal literature, we suggest their syntaxonomic interpreta-
tion into three classes, Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea si-
biricae, Clelstogenetea squarrosae and Asplenietea trichomanis,
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and 12 associations or informally named communities roughly correspond-
ing to the associations. The informal names (community) were used if there
remained some doubts as to whether the vegetation type has a stable floris-
tic composition that is repeated in similar habitats over larger areas. Some
of the associations are subdivided into subassociations, which represent
their ecological and geographical differentiation. In some cases the missing
data from other areas of Siberia or central Asia do not yet make it possible
to propose syntaxa at the level of order or alliance. The proposed syntaxo-
nomic scheme is as follows:

ARTEMISIO SANTOLINIFOLIAE-BERBERIDETEA SIBIRICAE cl.
nova hoc loco
Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetalia sibiricae ordo nova hoc loco
Artemision rutifoliae all. nova hoc loco
Atraphaxido pungentis-Artemisietum rutifoliae ass. nova hoc loco
stipetosum orientalis subass. nova hoc loco
typicum subass. nova hoc loco
spiraeetosum mediae subass. nova hoc loco
Grossulario acicularis-Berberidion sibiricae all. nova hoc loco
Vincetoxico sibirici-Berberidetum sibiricae ass. nova hoc loco
Thalictrum foetidum-Grossularia acicularis community
Elytrigio geniculatae-Artemisietum santolinifoliae ass. nova hoc loco
Grossulario acicularis-Spiraeetum trilobatae ass. nova hoc loco
Sambucus sibirica-Grossularia acicularis community

CLEISTOGENETEA SQUARROSAE Mirkin et al. ex Korotkov etal. 1991
Helictotrichetalia schelliani Hilbig 2000
Sedion hybridi all. nova hoc loco
Kitagawio baicalensis-Sedetum hybridi ass. nova hoc loco
Spiraeo trilobatae-Sedetum hybridi ass. nova hoc loco
Eritrichio pectinati-Selaginellion sanguinolentae all. nova hoc loco
Galio coriacei-Selaginelletum sanguinolentae ass. nova hoc loco

ASPLENIETEA TRICHOMANIS (Br.-Bl. in Meier et Br.-Bl. 1934) Ober-
dorfer 1977
Order ?
Selaginellion sanguinolentae Hilbig 2000
Woodsia ilvensis-Selaginella sanguinolenta community
Hylotelephium populifolium-Selaginella sanguinolenta community

Description of syntaxa

Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae

The class includes central Asian petrophytic vegetation. It is widespread in
semi-arid and arid climatic sectors of mountain systems of southern Siberia,
northern Mongolia and northern parts of Middle Asia. Communities of the
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Artemisio-Berberidetea occupy mobile screes and exposed rocks of
different lithology. Screes are formed of stones of metamorphic or granitic
rocks up to 60 cm in diameter or small stones and gravels from other bed-
rocks such as slates and limestones. Across the entire geographic range,
these communities are in contact with zonal types of steppes: Festuco-
Brometea at the north-western periphery of the mountain systems and
Cleistogenetea squarrosae in their central parts. A typical feature of
the class 1s the predominance of drought-adapted shrubs and semi-shrubs
that form a layer with a cover of 10-60%. Herb species are represented
by perennial, obligate or facultative petrophytic plants, which are never
dominant. Bryophytes and lichens never form a distinct layer. Only Rhy-
tidium rugosum and Abietinella abietina have higher cover and constancy
in some communities. Species richness (without epilithic cryptogams) usu-
ally varies between 5-20 species per relevé.

Character species occurring over the whole range of the class are xero-
philous shrubs Artemisia santolinifolia, Berberis sibirica and Grossularia
acicularis, and xerophilous herbs Clematis glanca, Elytrigia geniculata, Ery-
simum flavum, Euphorbia tshuiensis, Panzerina canescens, Seseli buchtor-
mense, Vicia costata and Vincetoxicum sibivicum. Distributions of other
character shrub species such as Artemisia rutifolia, Atraphaxis laetevirens
and A. pungens, as well as of some herbs (e. g. Scutellaria grandiflora, Stella-
ria dichotoma, Stipa orientalis and Youngia tenuicaulis) are confined to the
main part of the class range in the steppe altitudinal belt. In the moderately
humid climate of the forest-steppe zone these species occur occasionally.
Differential species, including Allium senescens, Artemisia gmelinii, Cheli-
donium majus, Ephedra monosperma, Eupborbm humifusa and Tribulus
terrestris, show high constancy values in the Artemisio-Berberidetea
sibiricae but also occur in zonal steppes of the Cleistogenetea squar-
rosae; some of them are also found in ruderal vegetation. Regional differ-
ential species for the western and south-western parts of the class range are
Galium paniculatum, Lonicera microphylla and Spiraea trilobata.

Within the Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae we
distinguish one order, Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetalia
sibiricae (with the same character and differential species as the class),
and two alliances, Artemision rutifoliae and Grossulario acicularis-
Berberidion sibiricae. The nomenclatural type of the class Artemisio
santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae is the order Artemisio san-
tolinifoliae-Berberidetalia sibiricae (holotypus), and the nomencla-

tural type of this order is the alliance Artemision rutifoliae (holotypus).

Artemision rutifoliae

The alliance represents the most drought-adapted communities of the Ar-
temisio-Berberidetea. They occur within the altitudinal belt of dry
steppes of the Cleistogenetea squarrosae in the southern part of the
Western Sayan Mts., Tannu-Ola Mts., and ridges situated in the arid inter-
mountain basins of Tuva and northern Mongolia. The relevés available from
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the Western Sayan were included in a single association, Atraphaxido
pungentis-Artemisietum rutifoliae. Diagnostic species of the alliance
are therefore identical with those of this association. The Artemision
rutifoliae is a westerly distributed vicariant of the Spiraeion aquilegi-
foliae Hilbig 2000, which includes scree vegetation in Mongolia and Dau-
ria. The latter contains many eastern Siberian and Manchurian-Daurian spe-
cies, such as Amygdalus pedunculata, Haplophyllum dawricum, Lespedeza
daburica, Lilium pumilum, Pulsatilla ambigna and Spiraea aquilegifolia.
Spiraeion aquilegifoliae, as well as another Mongolian-eastern Asian
alliance, Ulmion pumilae Mirkin et al. ex Hilbig 2000, should be in-
cluded in the Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae, as
well as some vegetation types described from southern Mongolia by
WEescHE & RONNENBERG (2004). The nomenclatural type of the alliance
Artemision rutifoliae is the association Atraphaxido pungentis-
Artemisietum rutifoliae (holotypus).

Atraphaxido pungentis-Artemisietum rutifoliae

Diagnostic species: Achnatherum sibivicum, Artemisia rutifolia, Atraphaxis
pungens, Elytrigia geniculata, Panzerina canescens, Scutellaria grandiflora,
Vicia costata.

Nomenclatural type of the association is relevé EN138-2001 (holotypus;
no. 10 in Table 1).

This association is typical of steep erosion-prone slopes. It is widespread
in areas with an arid ultracontinental climate, namely in the deep valleys of
the Yenisei and Khemchik rivers in the Western Sayan, where it occupies
the driest mobile screes of large stones on south-facing slopes at altitudes
of 560—1500 m. More rarely, it occurs on south-facing cliffs of metamor-
phic rocks. In sites with well-developed soil the association is replaced by
the zonal dry steppes of the Cleistogenetea squarrosae.

Subassociation A. p.-A. r. typicum unites scree communities that are
widespread in the deep valley of the Yenisei river where they occur on
south-facing slopes at altitudes of 560-800 m. The diagnostic species of
this subassociation are identical with those of the association.

The subassociation A. p.-A. r. stipetosum orientalis includes com-
munities of the driest screes in the southern part of the Western Sayan.
They occur on steep slopes adjacent to the arid Central Tuva intermountain
basin at altitudes of 600—-800 m. Diagnostic species are Artemisia frigida,
Euphorbia humifusa, E. tshuiensis, Schizonepeta annua and Stipa orientalis.
Nomenclatural type of the subassociation 1s relevé EN130-2001 (holoty-
pus; no. 1 in Table 1).

Subassociation A. p.-A. r. spiraeetosum mediae includes scree
communities at higher altitudes. They occur on less dry southern slopes
adjacent to small rivers, tributaries of the Yenisei, at altitudes of 700-
1100 m. The diagnostic species of this subassociation include Allium senes-
cens, Artemisia dracunculus, Euphorbia monosperma, Poa transbaicalica and



............. — |o0dd Gdoooooood doooo oood dooooogoooood Gooooo 0000000 Booann EfTOrTUra1[E EUELIS[EA
........ 0o ~ |P&d4& dhoooadoon ddoog dooo Sdooooddooods dooddn Goooooog ooaoas SUEINU mNTEydasoIELa
............. ST Ttz sess asaeasaas saaae seea wseseraraasas praara sesraaas sasaens HR3OFIIS EMFITY
............. SO E o B Eanelb ETSTHS1IY
behe g raeea FEAATT AT 4 et erees T e T4 cdde reaeraaans e 000000 odoooood oooooo EMLTEA EOT[ED
SBEn 00 P A U o000 ooooo Do0o oooooooooooon Dooood oodoooao srsus[nesIn Bod
g-sTsusTeoTeq oTMESE]TH

................................................... srIernafas ssoH
e e I A LI R A R PR curabung EF.LEI[H1S
................................................... EaTorp Ear 1L
.................. (zE) mnfas snpEd
.................. STSUATONSU OF33USS
.................. snrndnr sornEng
.................. (7@) snaEpr snqny
.................. (7H) EIFITGrS SNINGUES
AJTUMNICS SFITE[NATAE B[IE[NSSITD-BATITYT S SR UiE s

Dewso0o0 0oooo Dooooooooooooooan B LTI ceep EETT IR e 0000 oooooooooooos Dooooo oooooooo oooooo mnlEopo mnlEwmobATod

.................................................... B L LI R (zm) errdgdororw sraaruoT
2elRAqoTTT] MM32se I8 - STIRINOTOR OTIRINSSO IS

....... mO00000 00000 000000 00 ome HRAETT WOETSATE
2BTTOI TUTTOIUES MN}aTST2] TY-2eje (no Tual oTBTI34i1E

.......................................... OO0 o0mn oomamn susdsauas WNTIIY
.................. 0 FT T4+ " Peegrare greess ewrradeamon =pagds
................................. e 4 ee e s [EE— esnyrung efgmogdng
................................................ +- [ spsuspngs1 Efgrogdng
................................................. + +izarE sTrEquarIo edris

SBITOI TINT Wnj=s TSl Iv-sTu=sfund optxeyle 13w

BLOSFEZZT 068LD SFEETOSSLOSFEETI 06 SLOSPFEETTIOGSL SSFETZTOGSL 95FE ZTI068L9SFE ET06%2 LO9SF ETTOSESLOSFEZT 068L95 FEETO068L 95 FECT
00000000 06665 GG666G6G633S88888888L LLLLLLLLLO9D 9990000555 5555 SS5FFv¥FFF FPPFEL E£EE€ ESEEEZEZZTEETE ZTTITT TTITT IO AST Y

TTTITTTIIT T

ANUNUITIO Y E:mmoﬁawx@m ﬁmmﬁwﬁmmé&xﬂm@ﬁa&a nxsﬂ@_ammmﬂcmam 80T

—I0T n\g_:_..ﬂhcou Eammgﬁﬁwrﬁm @ﬁmﬂw@mmmémﬁmxﬂ PIEpOOA 00T— 96 numﬁuﬁoﬁ.dmzmm Ezaw:uﬁ.mﬁum-ﬂuw_.uou OI[ED) "Gh—6/ ;.?.un_?_ WRPag
-2EIEGO[LIY owwh.mm BS—/9 n_.?.,_n_.E WNRPaG-SISUI[EIE] ofﬁwmﬂmM 99— /G &ﬁ.nzﬁﬁou SLAVPIOTIY PLAPIHSSOLD) -PILIGIS SHONGUPS 96— ¢ nuw,.:wﬁ_
-0[Ln E_._uuowbmm-m_.uw_:u_.uw OUIE[NSSOIL) 76— {f “QBI[OJIUT[OJUES E:ﬁﬁﬁbtﬂbﬁﬂ:&.:wm Q.m_.:bm TF—8¢ %u_.z_._EEou SLF PP PLIFIHSSOLL)
|§xﬂ_.ﬁm@m WHATIIPY T /¢ —F€ QEIIIS WNRPLRQIG-TNIIS 0MX0RAT Y "¢~ [7 “2EI[ojn E:ﬁmmﬁ.ﬁuﬁﬂ-mﬂzuw::m oﬁmumamﬁa4 -1
"7 2[YE], 298 S2A2[2T 23 JO BIEp I2PERY 10g un:nm_ Iy pUE nIYs yioq ul mEE:uuo sqmuYs J2mo] [H+2H mﬂ.kﬁ

quugs 273 ur mm:.uomm SNENPUI 7H 2N[EA JOIEPUI mn_.mwuuuoﬁ .hn_ S0 UL PRYUEl 20 mm:.uwm_m Hot uey) E&mi IN[EA JOEAPUT [ILK 2801])
21 nﬁ:.uo&m u_.amo:mw_.ﬁ s23EOIpU m:_.ﬁw:m ST :wbwm WYL N, PUEB B[V 213 JO noﬁwuumub 2008 pue mo(-uu:o.xue Jo samiunmuwioeDy [ e,

Vegetation of the rock outerops



N. Ermakov et al.

518

..++++.......
SLTEIT:" **---

cepEzece [avEa

seegraas weeag
feeieee gaeas

PR
T
R R

T ++"T++
I+
TEZT+IT+

feregrr e

.+.+..++.+.
L R Y

+raT "

+4

Tr "+ T "T+++
ZTITTITIZZE"" "
AT T A
AT+t

ST+
RN
S e

HERE T
I+t
B
RN
e+t
+t T+
++

T

sy

fe i

ae g

ST

ZT+ZT" T

ET+T"+"E

ST ETHH+E+

e e g
segTerreme
EETZTETTIEEE
ZET"TZ IZT
PRI

4 EEEiEEer -

EZEZE " CTHTTET+EL
tmEd e B

.++.
T E"

free 5

...++
FFEFCC
+TE++
ZTZT+
[
++g "
TEZZ" "
+ T+
TEZET +
T

£E°FE
ST
ey
TZEZ"
+4+++
+4++

DR Ay

++++T "+LTTI
EEEZELEZEE" """

..+..........
b4t rTIT+
EETEETEEE T T
"ETCTCCCCEEZEET

ETTZZZET"ZET+
T Tt

.

T4

T ++
"+

A7 TUTImIC &

+rE+
R
Cehing
-4

CETEFET

+tZETTX
TTIZTTT
R
ZET"EE
ETEZT+T
T+
TET""T
T+

R
Oomaaa

=T33 T o

ST4THr

++......
EET " +ZE+
+EETHT T
FEZH+ZEZET
ZZT+Tz T
+H
"EETETEE
PR
000 O e

= Tour

Escrrends S3usbo1sTaro
ST INEIE ETTTIWI 304
(TE+zH) sndiesous] dn
A3 ISEIWD JO0
(TH) STIEINI[IE ETIE]ESS0OID
EUFYENNED £3F 3001
snfEr BOFEoPE T9UD
(EH) FIFITFS SFI3qiag
EMP 1303 ELIIL TEGT
EA[TEITEQSUET] EOJ
SNINIUmMIEIP ETSTHI IIY
(zE) suabund sTxegdetly
FMATIT TS BMITXD 18I UTA
EY[OITUT [CJUES EfSTHE 1IY
(TH+7H) EIPSN EIelrds
(1E+zHE) aembdAd susberes
SUSISAUE] EUTIEZUES
(ZH) BFIOJFI0NT EFSFEIIIY
EJE3s03 ETITA
EIOTITPLEIL ETIEITIINIS
srermaruah erhrrydra
MOITIFTS MLTA I8 WIY
EPFATIT EfSTHE1IY
ENuUE =19d3W0Z YIS
I0 oMl I0I AT3uTol orisoubeTp sato=ds

. {(ZH) sTI3=9aTis snurd
. (ZH) MNITINEP WDIPUSpopoyy
MM FIrgrs marpoditag

pyuarournfuss elraurfierag-unirasrindod umygdarazafAg

A3 TInmIo s

E3war

agp3uara

STEUSATT EFSPOaM
urnfues cl[oUTIeas- ST SUAATT STFPIaM
Teme BT IEADCD MESATY
EUEIUF EIFHOTIA

EMUTATE T338Y

RTtIELF 339 MOFHAFIIIIE
RMEAIEF.I0d RIE [ED
FFAQUFUEZIING ET[FIEST O
TOTOIFEISA SHIUE [T
uindues wn3dl[ourderag- fa0eyioa oypred

rny [Adras =nelin
EATIFQrs MOTUd
Speg-2E3Rqo TTIY e1tda

BLOSFEZZT 068LD
00000000 06666
TTTITTTIIT T

SFTEZTOSELOS
GE066638888

FEZTOG
S8838L

SLOSFETTOGSL
LLLLLLLLLOGD

QSFCET 068 L
Q909009555

Q3 FE
5555

TZIO06 8 LOSFE
SSSFFFFFEE

ZI06 8
FFFEE

LOSF
fEEE

EETOS SLOSFEET
EECEETIEEEEEE

068L95
ZTTITT

FEETOGSL
TTITT

S FETT
ISCNU 2A5T a9

(o) T 21qe,



Vegetation of the rock outcrops

""EEZTEELE

ZEEEE
EILE"
ZIT++
+4+ZT +

TH++" T+ " +++I+"+
ZEZTZET+" ""TTTITITT

CETCEECZEEEFEETELET
B e

B N

T HTEA CTT 4
FIT++T+++"T++"" "+

B L

FhE TR

B I

EEEZETELLE T " THT LI+
FHTT++++T +
TZEEZEFTIFEE
ETTTEtT+EE
EE TEH++TT
........... b gz
P

EEEETECEFETE
fpm ek

R
EZEE
Z°TE
zEe-

+4+CHEE 4
TZET AT A"
"EEZTEZEZ+EZ
TEZEZFTETHE"

STTNEOTRUS ) DTOUNOZ
ocrIoINE-T NI wmrus Tdsy
CoOTITYTS erelATog

WM TTOFTISWOIIOOS wnans pdng
T3P} STID BPTISTSON

WMWT SSINHSY WMTTIE
STESIOF WRTTED

cuTHINENS 35 cIogdouspy
STToWOTTIue 395 S0P S0TRUY
TUSOWT DTOTA

S UE TO TW HOWE § 50 3 W0
SEWSITOJHONG TT595
o JONO TR PTIRTIRIS
SHSITASYSET STEEFIDIIV
ToONETS STIRWSTD
STy STIT

T08SSTER PTOTA
TAYSUTHSTON XSIED
snoteaTe snddodoTsgsg
sraysednT oTUTIYES
HIECQIES WIFHoIY
EFCTIYNT SAP OO [T
saarras errgdbsdin
Eg1ugbie STI93C0ITINSTY
E1E MWL EfSTHE 1TV
(TH) EfTOJfIPIEREYI EIEITAS
zaregre srguogdng

sds mnUEpaInad

gesoue [dbpos ENTITTY

SIEINE SUAT IS

oMl TEY} 2J0u 3T saToads I230

(zd)

MY Torfrondod ENrgdara1o AR
Ef[oITUIRETh SuaITsS
E3arTas 9a8
ERfEsSTIuEhaTa ETTT 308104
Eruarouy nbhues ErTaufhbeTas
esoufds sdfasisaio
sTsus[EITEY ETAELEITN
MOPTrIgiy mMnpas
STRICTTEAd X9.IED
TIUr[amh ETSTHI IV
(zE} suwdassragre sueheren
HtJE [ NIF WEd B IED
(TH+ZH) EIEQOITIY EIEITAS
IO [A9dE  WoRT O | oS
E1J413 S0Py IaENELRD
MOITEI[E WOgITITOIITTIH

BLOSFEZZT 068LD
00000000 06666
TTTITTTIIT T

SFTEZTOSELOSFEZT OGS
GE0G6603588538838L

SLOSFETTOGSL
LLLLLLLLLOGD

QSFCET 068 L
Q909009555

Q3 FE
5555

TZIO06 8 LOSFE
SSSFFFFFEE

ZIO068 LO9SF
FFFEE CEEE

EETOGSLOSFEET 063L95 FEEZTOSSL 95FECT

EECEETEETEEEET ETTITTIT TTITITT TaC 2A3T a9

(02 "1 [qE],



N. Ermakov et al.

520

S IR0T SIHECES SR 4 Ig0T SHwE) sredbieT S g0T stsaapdt st i+ 0T ds somwoupigy S (gO] shgdadng

SEGUBLT '+ F0] PUBUBLE B]olg S+ FO] SISeoyso sueSeagp i1 ] ds vmoseg 4 01 ds wridiraotiaudny S+ (0] Puidie wewoan 1 Lg Bouigs vEngliny iF j0g sApoes BLago) 4 0§ FrMBALE Wseds,) T 198 Boieraldtied
EiIgHRo W L8 suechd WRISAT 4 L8 BOMIGES SEa0AT 4 (LR BORSEra BaNysay | L8 wraed edyy |7 ps sowedik cgsoSrurie D 4 0y woaylq Sieied (] 98 SinewtSiue xear 1 oy ds ojunaod T I0E MAPIHOUBEEI Y
BILEAI0 (7 (2 SOPICIOT A SRS USY (4 5/ RYSMOPRL BIRAEeT 4 gf Biinfivida BBunal 4 ) wiepoped wrgmey T Sy ) sdaeadp weieS diog 4 7 Pyiex i g iego g 1 saididiod vomoasd 4+ o0p
SEABIOLRI BIOLY + 80 uirE S paad wnpryds 000wy E 180 sARopod o1 s BuoydiEly 4 190 Beowos BjES Ao 4 100 uriairEe Wi e 4 00 PRRIsoLInN Bl IR0 41 0 SISteA SRpajorno]) + 0p ds reaen 4o go (7
ERtusg o 160 RIS RS PR T 60 BOMGE pipdan 1] EC PRESLE BAeRT T (T BRGEs srdadiny” W8 ] wrneigegod wirtida soviidDy S+ ¢ () peoo gy septofjddopie g S o iggoosaad witjdido oy
4G BUSURER OU[R0Y 4 [ DWW SRS0LPUY S+ TF de miSer e 1 e uoypinosgeyy wrtguedTiy 4 10t (FY) Bl wepady 1 op de wrapodoueiyn 41T sipro o srfvandty g1 de wEgooy + pp ds

SIERE) 10 ds pupgey ‘4 ¢ stenaSegsnepdodi S p ds msnealg k00T S+ R0T () BOLIgES Sd S+ 0] T E0T (P ey maear 4 g0 ‘T e0] Dacierd s ysodSmue 0 4 (g0 ] T IED] WSO suneosy + 201
41107 sEiSed s apdogsd S+ pOT 4 ST0T aEEru wgraddio g ST E0T 1 101 ProfEsees wiaSaeg 1 10 1 g (T ehofiriedds vewardy b 70T T by d8 wnerfdiy 7 LR T pR wewe woniisdom S+ g 4 ofg anl pomyye
merSeae S p0] T ceg de iperar f7 E0T 4+ 72 ds Bog b 08 b 1R PRLUSIER BUSUMOEL00T 5T (08 S (R SEUSRN BIGLoUdE 4 188 Y+ 6) WRMOIOY IR WIS ey e 4 (T BIROnd monodss Sy gy 7L Biofisonie)
PIEBIO] I TL L POMIGES PRLBE] (L LD SAPIOIG) SEERysy T (1L 1] 4P HNSPRMPE MUBHMREUST + 100 + 0 SBPIIAA) UOPOUIKT + 1 “+ 70 BFpmad siqudy + 10T + 109 Bouigs ey i+ 119 Y+ ar
WTGRFBL WITISAHT 100 (00 SUPSTA PISTARE T 00 G 00 WINgTe WUET 4 g0 4 ¢ SHIGEmi srtudl

T T e (T phofeed seproppiclopiad 0 TC 4 0¢ B veoydoua R0 t+ R WOBPIOAOUIND WIEIMOTY
bOEL b IR sruidlT 4 TS O MOTaiE WS CHOIE 4 18 Y 6T WIEBR R0 MOWI LOLOIAE ST EF S+ 17 Wi oiisriBue Moy 4 6 T I BRS J0 BIQUOdng S+ 178 4 9] Eaad Boiodad 4+ 18
4] WRPOdos B Wy 4 (RE 4 (] BSruens pacAIet 10 G IE SLUSBMLB] SINGIA] 4 (L6 '+ 106 WRILSeT SiqiEdy i+ TR 4 T SSMEUE] wres A ] IGE S+ 80 WRESIAD Wouddo.S) 1Sa0MaLman0 e Io oM IPLm saraads

TTAOTATN ©3ETORID
EINCISEW XIIE]
STTDeIoq BPTTRUIORTaS
rds prIPUTT

Tofoosip ergIoydny
curdre orgroydng
BTpTISTY STIT

[Ed) SnuzInuRlsiew Sngny
URFE TR GUE BMTOPTSTH
DTTOITISRUT sTIesoTyds]
g SAgoT ¥ BRTORISTH
paeTewo S prnundue]
ppTITy W pyadeuozTyos
MMISTH WRIIPISN

UM IENUTS BWSIUETPUST
zyzrnotued eyrydosdin
CITTPET BPISWOZIOOS
ETTOFTIWOT BYITTIUE30d
corxde orEneTo

SRUTW MMIFOTIRHT
wmpragAy umpedousys
DHOTTEN G0 BTSTUR }TY
swepusTds ¥MMTTTY
pioyrTdes odTis

SN TOIWETITIND PTUIAIIE
TonsToIYD0 PEOTHEDS
cRopTToTys stdoTidug
sl wMTITE

coTueyInT STIT

WMo TITYTS wmans pdng
suadeT sUsTTS

ds emmddeg

DyEuURT DUTISZUES
SNINUTWREY SnInuos]

SLOSFELIZT 068LY SFPECTOGSLOSFEZTOS SLOSFLZIOSSL 93 FECTO0SEL 93FE ET0G2LOSFE ET068 LO9SF EZZTOSSLOSFEZT O06S5L9S5 FEETOGEL 9SFECT
oo0o00000 06666 SG6O066G58858885888L LLLLLLLLLYOY 99990990555 5555 SSS5FFvFFEP FPPFCC EECE CECLEZEEZZTEEZE EZTTITT TTITIT I gAST S
TTITITIIT T

(m09) 'L 3qeL,



521

Vegetation of the rock outcrops

[NOW ISAT Y3 [ - WYY ‘UekeS M 0 0¢ 0C oF S 0S9 001  100T/67/8 AN 100T-9ZINA  STH6I 9T
[INOW JOATI Yoro[-WAYY ‘UekeS M € S-S B 0$9 00l 1002/67/3 AN [00T-STINA ~ ¥Th6l ST
[INOW IOATLPWRAIAY ‘URAES M () ¥ St oy dAS 009 001 €007/3/8 AN €00T-COINA  16€61 T
19SIUO A oy1 Jo opts ansoddo ‘ymowr 1ol s() ‘uRAES M 0 S o or  d 08¢ 001 £00T/8/8 AN CO0T-10INA  88¢61 €T
YINOw IIAL S1) 3yy 0} Asoddo “pwreray] vAvys[oq ‘weAeg M 0 € ST oF dS 109 or £007/8/8 ANFAIN 600AIN 6L <
yinow 12w s() ay) 01 apsoddo ewasa)] wleysjog ‘uekeg M S 0l  OF asaT 08  00I £00T/8/8 AN+AIN LOOAIN LL 1T
ynour AL INSNYS N ‘uekeg A Q oIl 0T 0¢ MS 009 001 100T/¢/6 AN 100T-SOTNA ~ T9+61 0T
WEANS 81UV o) dn wy [ ‘ymow ssan m3nyS W ‘uBAES M 0 ol €T oS¢ M 08§ 001 100T/¢/6 4N 100T-P0TNA  19v61 61
wed romor ‘A[[ea 12Alr MEnYS N ‘Uekes M4 0 0¢ o1 or S 00L 00T 1002/T/6 AN T00T-00eNA  LSF6T 81
ped Jomop “Aea AL NTnyYS "N ‘vekeS M 0 9 S1 0¢ ASS 008 00l 100%/T/6 AN 100T-86INA  SSH61 L1
1ed 1007 ‘A9[Iea AT MSNYS ‘W UekES M O 0 o1 0T S 008 001 1007/T/6 AN T00T-L6INA  ¥5+61 91
SAN-EqIOY ‘UedeS M 0 o1 or  sv S 0S9  00I 1002/1/6 AN T00T-TLINA  ¥#61 ST
ued 10mo1 “A9[ea AL INZNYS ‘N ‘UekeS M 0 9 0oz 0 S 0sL 001 1002/T/6 AN 1002-66INA  9$¥+61 ial
SAIN-MeqIOY ‘UekeS M 0 S 8T 09 S 00L 00T 1002/1/6 AN TOOT-TLINA  €F+61 €1
SAN-YeqIOY ‘UeeS M 0 < ¥ 09 S 08S 001 1002/1/6 AN 100T-OLINA  THH6I 4
sA-Yeqroy ‘uekes M 0 o1 0T 0S S 009 001 1002/1/6 AN 100T-89INA  0FH61 11
ureansdn w Qg “YINOW JIAL FaI WYY ‘UekeS M O 9 ST ¢S ASS  0SL 001 1002/0¢/8 AN 100Z-8CINA  LEV6I 01
weansdn W ()8 ‘WINOW IDAII YOI T -WAY ‘Ueeg M () St ST st S 00L 00T TOOZ/OE/S AN T00Z-LEINA  9€t61 6
wreansdn W (g YINOW ISALL oI WYY ‘UeARG 4 () 0c o s¢ S 00L 001 1002/0€/8 AN [00Z-9€INA  SEv6l 8
QNOW IPATL YA [ WAy ‘WRAEg M 0 I € or S 008 001  100T/6T/8 AN 100Z-TEINA  1€P61 L
NOW 1A UNGIN) ‘TRABS M 0 01 ST 09 S 095 001 1002/¢/6 AN T00T-L0TNT  +9¥61 9
819 A Ay} Jo 9pIs Asoddo ‘ynowr oAl ndnyg W ‘urkeS M () 0L 0¢  OF M 09 001 100T/5/6 AN 100Z-10TND 8561 <
SAN-YRqIOY ‘uBAES M 0 o1 or oL S 009 001 1002/1/6 AN 100T-L9INA  6£+61 12
SAN-NeQIOY TeAES M 0 [9s € ¢S 08S 00T 1002/1/6 AN T00T-99INA 861 €
INOW JOATI JAIO[-WAYY ‘Uekes M 0 Sl ST 09 S 008 00  T00T/6T/8 AN T00T-TEINA  0£¥61 4
WNOW ISATI YOI -WHoUY ‘Uees M 0 o o1 s S 0SL 00T  TOOT/6T/8 AN T00T-0SINA  6TF6T T
Aneoo] % m W W Om ml. = <3 W nm/ P loyny ou Rk aseqered AN
i s g I

eprewss J — Sd R9[0y [ — W[ ‘BAoyleH d - Hd “PlH ‘W
— HIN Qaoyoe[eA ‘N — AN 144D "IN — DIN Aoyewry "N — N :SUONERIAdIQQE JOYINY '] 9[qe], WOIJ SPAI[I 93 JO BIep JOPEIH] ‘g 9[qe],



N. Ermakov et al.

522

yinow AL egNY ‘IRIY ¢ 8 ST ooF S 009 00l 2002/6/9 N T00Z-LINA  06%61 s
Suy ¢l ‘rway) ‘my € 0l 0y 0 MN (USY 00l 200T/6/9 4N CO0T-STNA 88161 €¢
S wy p¢ ‘rewoy) ENY S 0 0¢ A 019 00l T007/6/9 N TOOT-PINA L8761 S
S WY 9¢ ‘WD ‘®IV 0 <1 0S5 OF MS 085 001 200T/6/9 AN TO0T-CTINI 98761 1S
S wy 8¢ ‘eweyd By 0 ¢l oF  OF M 009 00l 2007/6/9 N T00T-CINA  68%61 0
N Wy g sndny[ ey 0 S oL o0¢ S 009 001 200T/8/9 N TO0T-TTNI  +8%61 oF
Nwy sndny ey 0 S 0T €T MS 0¢s 001 200T/8/9 AN TO0T-6INA  €8761 8%
Nwy psndny ‘y - 9 S 09 SI MS  0ss 00l T00T/8/9 AN T00Z-6INA  T8¥61 Ly
Suy 6] [PWRYD ‘EBIY 0 0s 0c  0g S oS 00l 200T/8/9 AN T00T-LINA  08%61 9F
S w61 ‘W) Y 0 € oF  s¢ S 08y 001 2007/8/9 AN TO0Z-9INT  6L761 St
S uy $1 QW) TNy 0 S 09 oF S SIS 001 2007/8/9 AN TO0T-SINA  8L¥61 24
Sy ¢] ‘ewoyd ey 0 L 09 oF S 0¢s 08 2007/8/9 AN T00T-VINA  LLFGI £F
TOSIUD X AY) UMOP WY ¢ “IPNOUI AL BURIDY ‘UBAES M () oL ¢ or S 008 001  £00T/01/8 AN €00T-8TINA  SOF61 W
TOSIUD X dY} UMOP WY ¢ “YINOW IOALL BWRIY ‘UBKES A\ 0 09 or or S €0L 001  €00T/01/8 AN €00T-9OTINA  €0¥61 8%
vSezeq Jeou 03P IYZP] ‘UBARS M 08 0L oF S 000l 00I £00T/6/3 AN €00T-LOINA  +6€61 oF
yynow oys sedu p1s PI ‘Adppea K1 oA ‘vekeg M ¢ 0¢ € [N 96¢ 001 €00T/6/8  SA+AM+ON LEODIN 0¢1 6¢
[Inour ) Teau pts 3o ‘Aofres L1 AN ‘Teles M | 0T T s dSS 819 001 €00T/6/3  SA+A+OW 90D 621 8¢
wed S[pprw ‘uiseq oA MENYS ‘N ‘UekeS M (1 € 0L 0 N 0S8 00l 1002/2/6 AN T00T-V6INA  €S¥61 LE
jred oppiw ‘uiseq 1ol nSnyS W ‘veAeg M+ ST s 0T S 0s8 001 1002/2/6 AN 100Z-06INA  [SP61 9¢
yred afpprur ‘utseq Joalr mANYS W ‘Veles M € S €9 Tl A 006 00T 1002/7/6 AN T00T-68INA  0SF61 [N
jred o[ppiwt ‘uiseq 1oal MSnYS ‘W ‘veAeS M () 9 0 SIS 0001 001 1002/2/6 AN 100T-L8INA  8tP61 vE
SAN-RqIOY ‘UBKES M () 0T oF  0£ MS  0S9 001 100T/1/6 AN 1002-69INd  1#761 €€
wwansdn w ()9 YInow AL YR -wayy ‘urke§ M 0 0l 0s oF S 0SL 001 100T/0¢/8 N 100T-SEINA  ¥Ev6l 43
weansdn wey | YInow AL NI -WAYY ‘UBKRS A () IS S| SN 00L 001 100T/0€/8 N 100Z-PEINA  €£p61 1€
INOW IOALL YOO [ Wiy ‘uekeS M () 0¢ SRS A 0L 001 1002/67/8 N 100T-€CINA  TErol 0¢
UINOUI DAL Yara - WAy ‘UeABS M 0¢ 0c  0¢ S 0L 001  100T/6T/8 AN 100T-6CINA  8TH61 6T
YINOW IDAM YR [ WYY ‘uedeS M 0 0T o oF S 0oL 001 100T/62/8 EIN 100T-8TINA  LTP61 8¢
IO JOATI YRIL-WAUY ‘WeAeg M 0T ST or S 00L 00T  100T/6T/8 AN T00T-LTINA  9TH61 LT
Ayesor| \W m W W W m \,Ho m m m KAW loymy ou pag ou ou
> m g8 g m ] = M Aeq ASeqRIR(] QA
% < s g =1

(Q

(u09) 'z 2|,



523

Vegetation of the rock outcrops

yinows i) feau Kaffes My-Uely ‘uedes ;- 01 st T L& MS  66L 001 £00T/6/8  IIdHIIN+AIN  SSOLIN 09 (4]
yInow oAl BLIAIY BARYS Jog ‘URRES M OF 08 0 8T HSH  ¥69 001 €00Z/8/8  HA+HW+HAW  OSOHW s 18
yImout oAl BwaIOY BARYS JOg] UBKES M 0€  0S 0 §T dSS €56 001 £00T/8/8  HA+HWHAW  SPOHW 0$ 08
(Inow ay) wau A3|[eA BlIES ‘URAES M 0¢ 0 OF dUS  v¥8S 00l  €00T/E/8  HA+HW+AW  SEOHW 83 6L
TOALLBWIOG B} UMOP W T BS10UD) eIV S| 09 0 09 MS 00S ST TO0TILY AN 00T TPNT #0561 8L
w3RUD Y 01 99 0 $T MS 0T ST T00T/1/9 N T00T-0PNA  €0561 LL
gy Y 01 0§ 0 0¢ IS 009  0¢  T00T/1I/9 aN T00T-6ENI 20861 9L
Swy | eSey) Y 0l SN 0 OF MS 08  SL T00E/11/9 HN TO0T-8ENAL 10S61 SL
SunL wSey)y Y 01 93 0 0L s 0¥ S 200T/11/9 HN TO0T-LENL D0S61 L
AL BUIDG SU) UOP W ¥ eS10UD ey 01 sy 0§ MS 08v T 2002/6/9 aN TWOT-9ENIT 66761 €L
I9ALT [RWIALD AU UMOP W ¢ ‘URYZR() TV 1 0s 0§ MS 0SS L 2002/2/9 aN TO0TFENA  L6V61 (42
J3ALL [BWBYD Y UMOP W  URYLEN ‘TRNY §T 0L 0 0 M 00 0l 200¢/6/9 HN TO0TIENH Y6161 1L
TOATL [BUIDTD) S UMOP UKY § “UBYZEN TV 0T 09 0 o S 0SS S T002/6/9 aN TO0T-0ENT  €6v61 0L
ynow AL EANY BV 09 0T 0 € S 0L 001 TO0T/6/9 aN TOOT9TNT 68161 69
Swy 61 WD wIY 0 g€ 0 0¢ dsS 00§  OL 2007/8/9 aN T00T-8INA 1861 89
Swy ¢ W) Y (U € 0F S 00S 00l TO0T/8MH N TO0TEINA  9Lv6l L9
191U9 A 9y} 40 9p1s s0ddo ‘yuow wan AA0RL URALS M ¥ 0L 0¢ §& S 009 00l  €£00T/Tl/8 UN €00CT-ECIND  0TH6I 99
UInOW JOAM Yeuv ysey ‘W ‘weAes M T 09 ST s¢ T 0s§ 001  €00T/Cl/8 AN €00C-TEINT  8Iv61 9
[now SoAL Yeueyysey ‘W ‘uekes M € €9 0e 06 S 0SS 00T  €00T/CI/8 aN €00C-LTINT  +T¥61 9
[InOw JOALT eueyUsey ‘I ‘uekes M 0 0c 0€ 06 S 09 00T  £00T/TI/8 aN €00T9CINT €161 €9
YINOur 1A YRURYYSLY W UeARS A T €9 ¢l §¢ °SS 095 001  £00T/cl/8 aN €00C-STINA  T1v6l 9
IBSIUDX oy} JO apIs apisoddo ‘ynout JoAl s ‘eAeS M T 0L 0T S& I 08¢ 00T  €00T/8/8 aN €00CT-COINT 6861 19
yimow sy oo £o[res eyA0Te] ‘UeAbS M T <1 0 6 S 99 0l  €£00T/el/8 AW SI0AN €8 09
ynout AL s oty 0} dpsoddo ‘wwamy vAeysjog WeALS M € 0L 0T s& A 08¢  0f €002/8/8 ANFAIN SO0AN 8L 6¢
yImow o 1eou KO[[EA ENAOTEL ‘UBKES A € 08 SI 05 S 669 001 €00T/CL/S  HAHHIWFHAW  990HW 89 8¢
ypnows 1AL ewaidy eAvysiog ‘ueles M S 09  §¢ 66 HS 808 001  €00C/0I/8 HA+HI+AIN  6SOHW 19 LS
TOATE [LUAY) SY) AN W T YNOW LA LY TNY 9 0c 0T S€ S 08 001  TOOT/6/9 aN T00T-6TNH  TOP6I 9¢
TOA [oaT) U din WY T YINOW ISAL vqny TV L S| € g€ S 009 001  T00T/6/9 aN T002-8TNA T6v6T 99
Ao 3 m w 2 w g i3 & £ w AN oy ou platy ‘ou “ou
= m = ml & W =S \W w, Ae(q aseqeIe(] AN

(u09) 7 9[qe1,



N. Ermakov et al.

524

Hed 1omo[ “A9|[ea 10AL K1eS ‘UekeS M 0T 133 0l 0L MSS 08¢ 91 €00T/LI8 AN £00C-06Nd LLEGI 801
weonsdn wny ¢ ‘yinour AL AL vRARS M S S| € 0. S 09 6 £007/5/8 AN £00C-T9NT  6bE61 L01
TOSTUSX U} WRAMSUMOP WL T “YIMOW I9ATI vAY[OD ‘UekeS Ay € o1 ¢ SL S 098 4 £00T/2/3 AN €00CT-SSNT  ThE6T 901
198U au Jo apis apsoddo ‘yynowr 1AL vAY[OD ‘UBkES M b 01 ol 0L S 0L 001 £00T/2/3 AN €00TPSNA  1¥€61 SOl
yinour ay) Teau ‘A3[ea ejaousog eAeuyzorodpod ‘vekes ¥ T S 9 § 09 [l £00T/TE/L N €007-8TNT  STE6T  +0I
yinow ay 1edu “‘Adf[eA eyaousog vheuyzorodpod ‘uekes M ST or 9 SL S 09§ 01 £00T/1€/L AN €00C-LINA  F1€61 €01
TOA [3STUAK dU} 2A0QE 9TPU “BWAISY BARYS,[0g ‘UBAES M 09 0T 0 08 ANN 8€0I  §T  €00T/01/8 AW TIOAW 8 201
Lorea eres ‘veles M SL o 0 $8 N 606 Tl £00T/L/3 AW 900AIN 9L 01
[INOW IOAL YRueyysey ‘N ‘UeARS M 14 0¢ 14 08 a 0SS 6 €00T/T1/8 AN €00T-0CINA  LIV61 001
Yo AL JRUBYYSEY N ‘UBAeS M 14 0T < SL HS 009 @) £00T/TI/8 AN €00T-6CINA 9161 66
yInour IOAT Yeueyysey ‘W ‘ueAeS M 0T ¥ 08 S 0SS 9 £002/T1/8 N €00T-8TINA  ST¥61 86
YINOWI O} Jeou APIS 1Yo] ‘KA[EA EYAO[R] ‘UBARS M G 0 0 ¢¢ dS 019 4 £00T/T1/8  SA+AM+OIW LSOOI o1 L6
YInows oy} 1edu pis YOI ‘Lof[eA eya0[e] ‘UekeS M 01 ¢¢ ¢ 8y ASS 68 001  €O0T/IL/8  SAHI+OW 9600 6€1 9
elezeg Teau ‘O3pu yZpl ‘URAES Mt 0€ T 0L S 000l SI £007/6/8 AN €00T-60INA  96€61 S6
eSezeq Jeou ‘98pLIYZp] ‘UBABS M\ T 0T T 09 S 000l SI €007/6/8 AN €00T-90INA  €6€61 6
eSezeq 18U 93pLLIZP] ‘UBkeg M € 0¢ v 0L MSS 0001 <1 £00T/6/8 AN €00TPOINA  T6E61 €6
[Inowr 1Al AJeS ‘ueAeS M T or T 06 S 089 8 €002/L/8 AN €00T-€6NA  08€61 6
yInour JoAll S11eS ‘URARS A\ 0 ¢¢ < 08 S 009 cl €00T/L/8 AN €00C-T6Nd 6LE61 16
wreonsdn ury ¢ ‘yinow 1AL Aeg ‘weARS M b 0€ 9 S 009 7l £007/5/8 AN €00T-19NA  8p€61 06
weansdn wry ¢ ‘o 1AL KIeS ‘Uekes M T 0¢ < 0SS MSS 009 4! €00T/¢/8 AN €00C-09Nd LPE61 68
INOWL AL ARG ‘URARS M € 0¢ 4 09 S 079 6 €00T/¢/8 AN €00T-66NT 9r¢Cal 88
V-Uely pue A1 AR A1) usom1aq ‘A3[[EA 1ASTUA A ‘URKRS A\ Sl (014 4] LT AN 68 001 €00T/6/8 SdHA+DON 6V0DIN el L8
(nour a1 yeau apis YA ‘Ad[[eA s ‘URARS M T (0% S 61 S 0SS 001 €00T/8/8 Sd+HA+DONW 1220914\ LTl 98
[INOW AY) Teau dpIs YT ‘AS[[RA S() ‘URARS M G [SY] € 9T MS 08§ 001 €00T/8/8 Sd+AT+ONW 0P0OIN €1 S8
ymour £3yrea s ayy 01 yrsoddo ewaray eAeys,jog ‘vekeg M 0T 0T 0 03 MS /89 ST €00T/01/8  HI+HIW+AW  OTOAIW 08 8
IOAL [ASIUF AU 9A0QR 95D ‘BWRISY BARYS, [0 ‘URARS M Gl ¢¢ 0 CL a8 Y18 Y4 €00Z/01/8  Hd+HW+AW LIOAIN 18 €8
2 < £ g EN

(u09) Z 9[qe],



Vegetation of the rock outcrops 525

Spiraea media. Nomenclatural type of the subassociation is relevé EN204 -
2001 (holotypus; no. 19 in Table 1).

A community with predominance of Artemisia rutifolia was described
from Mongolia by HiLgic (1995). This community is species-poor, consist-
ing of drought-adapted petrophytic plants, and can be included in the Ar-
temision rutifoliae as a separate association.

Grossulario acicularis-Berberidion sibiricae

This alliance includes communities of moderately dry and dry mobile screes
occurring in the forest-steppe and steppe belts of the Altai and Western
Sayan. Compared with the previous alliance, it is related to a more humid
and less continental climate. This is indicated by the absence of a large
group of drought-adapted plants (e.g. Allium senescens, Artemisia rutifolia,
Atraphaxis laetevirens, A. pungens, Scutellaria grandiflora, Stellaria dicho-
toma, Stipa orientalis and Youngia tenuicaulis), which are constant in the
Artemision rutifoliae. Grossulario acicularis-Berberidion si-
biricae communities mainly occur in the narrow parts of the large river
valleys (except the Katun’ and Yenisei), where they usually occupy the
lower and middle parts of steep south-facing slopes. Occasionally these
communities occur in the more arid altitudinal belt of dry steppes as very
narrow vegetation strips in the humid, lowest parts of screes, near the river
terraces. In such places the Grossulario-Berberidion is in contact with
the Artemision rutifoliae, the latter always occupying the drier and
higher parts of the screes. Diagnostic species of the alliance are Artemisia
gmelinii, Berberis sibirica, Cotoneaster melanocarpus, Galium verum,
Grossularia acicularis and Spiraea media. Nomenclatural type of the alliance
Grossulario acicularis-Berberidion sibiricae is the association
Grossulario acicularis-Spiraeetum trilobatae (holotypus).

Vincetoxico sibirici-Berberidetum sibiricae

Diagnostic species: Artemisia santolinifolia, Berberis sibirica, Caragana
pygmaea, Chelidoninm majus, Vincetoxicum sibiricum.

Nomenclatural type of the association is relevé EN135-2001 (holotypus;
no. 32 in Table 1).

This association occurs in the steppe belt of the Western Sayan where it
occupies the lowest parts of steep slopes with chloride slate screes. The
stands are species-poor, with less than 10 species per relevé; however, most
of these species are obligate petrophytes. The mean vegetation cover varies
between 40 and 70 %. The shrub layer has a cover of 30-60% and consists
of obligate and facultative petrophytes (Artemisia santolinifolia, Berberis
sibirica, Caragana pygmaea and Ephedra monosperma). The herb layer al-
ways plays a subordinate role, with a cover of 5-15 %; it consists of petro-
phytes and xerophytes that are common in the surrounding dry steppes.
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Thalictrum foetidum-Grossularia acicularis community

Four relevés of this community were made in the Shugur river valley, a
right tributary of the Yenisei. The community occupies screes of hard meta-
morphic rocks on slopes of various aspects, at altitudes of 800—1000 m. It
is characterised by the predominance of shrub layer and a poorly developed
herb layer. Besides these, some drought-adapted mosses (Rhytidium rugo-
sum and Abietinella abietina) frequently attain a high cover.

Elytrigio geniculatae-Artemisietum santolinifoliae (Fig. 3)

Diagnostic species: Achnatherum sibiricum, Artemisia frigida, A. santolinifo-
lia, Caragana pygmaea, Chamaerhodos erecta, Cleistogenes squarrosa, Erysi-
mum flavum, Goniolimon speciosum, Helictotrichon altaicum, Poa transbai-
calica, Potentilla acaulis, Schizonepeta annua, Spiraea media, Vicia costata.
Nomenclatural type of the association is relevé EN118-2003 (holotypus;
no. 42 in Table 1).

This association occurs on the gravel screes of south-facing steep slopes of
the central part of the Western Sayan. The small-sized stones support
drought-adapted plants that are otherwise common in the surrounding
steppes on well-developed soils. The obligate petrophyte Artemisia santo-
linifolia forms a monodominant shrub layer with a cover of 40-80%. The
other above mentioned diagnostic species, which are typical of dry steppes
or screes (scree species include Elytrigia geniculata, Erysimum flavum and
Vicia costata), show high constancy values but never dominate.

Artemisia santolinifolia dominated communities varying in floristic com-
position and belonging to different associations are widespread in the cen-
tral Asian mountain systems. Some of them were described from Mongolia
by HiLsic (1990, 1995) and WEscHE & RONNENBERG (2004).

Grossulario acicularis-Spiraeetum trilobatae (Fig. 4)

Diagnostic species: Caragana arborescens, Cotoneaster melanocarpus, Ga-
linm paniculatum, Grossularia acicularis, Lonicera microphylla, Polygona-
tum odoratum, Spiraea trilobata, Thalictrum foetidum.

Nomenclatural type of this association is relevé EN19-2002 (holotypus;
no. 48 in Table 1).

The association includes the chasmophytic vegetation of the forest-steppe
and steppe altitudinal belts of the northern and central Altai. It occupies
mobile screes of metamorphic rocks on steep south-facing slopes of the
Katun’ river valley, at altitudes of 350—700 m, and also of some side valleys
of the Chuya river valley, e.g. Kuyuktanar, where it occurs at altitudes
up to 1800 m. Like the Western Sayanian communities of the class, the
Grossulario-Spiracetum trilobatae is characterised by a predomi-
nance of petrophytic shrubs that have a cover of 30-60%. They also in-
clude shrub species such as Lonicera microphylla and Spiraea trilobata,
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Fig. 3. Elytrigio geniculatae-Artemisietum santolinifoliae — open stands of Ar-
temisia santolinifolia and Caragana pygmaea with Carex pediformis in the foreground,
occurring on a gravely slope at the foot of cliffs in the Malye Ury valley in the central
part of the Western Sayan (photo M. Chytry).

which appear in the Altai and are characteristic both for the association
and higher units. Generally, the Altaian scree communities differ from the
Western Sayanian in the presence of mesic shrubs and herbs that are typical
of meadow steppes (e.g. Aconitum barbatum, Artemisia gmelinii, Caragana
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Fig. 4. Grossulario acicularis-Spiraeetum trilobatae - shrub vegetation with
Berberis sibirica and Lonicera microphylla on a scree in the Kuyuktanar valley, a right-
side tributary of the Chuya river, Altai (photo M. Chytry).

arborescens, Galium paniculatum, Polygonatum odoratum, Rhododendron
dawricum and Thalictrum foetidum). They indicate that the climate of the
central Altai is more humid than that of the southern part of the Western
Sayan and the adjacent mountain systems of Tuva.
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Sambucus sibirica-Grossularia acicularis community

This community includes the most humid type of scree vegetation of the
Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae. It occasionally
occurs in the forest-steppe belt of the northern Altai and occupies screes
with large stones, covering the lowest gentle parts of south-facing slopes
and higher parts of the river terraces. The increased humidity is indicated
by a group of mesic shrubs and herbs, including Humulus lupulus, Padus
avium, Rosa acicularis, Rubus idaeus, Sambucus sibirica, Senecio nemoren-
sis, Urtica cannabina and U. dioica.

Cleistogenetea squarrosae

Sedum hybridum rock-crevice and scree communities

Scree vegetation dominated by succulent plants, Sedum hybridum and less
frequently Hylotelephium ewersii, is related to the forest-steppe altitudinal
belt, where it comes into contact with the zonal meadow steppes on the
south- facing slopes of mountain ridges. In the more humid northern and
north-western peripheral parts of the Altai-Sayan mountain system, they
are mainly in contact with the Euro-Siberian steppes of the Festuco-Bro-
metea, and in the inner parts with the central Asian steppes of the Cleis-
togenetea squarrosae. Unlike the Artemisio santolinifoliae-Ber-
beridetea sibiricae, the communities with succulent plants avoid mobile
screes made up of large blocks. They occur on relatively stable, fine-gravel
screes mixed with loamy particles or on south-facing rocks with shallow
soil in cracks, hollows and on ledges. These habitats are suitable for plants
adapted to moderate drought, which are widespread in zonal meadow step-
pes, e.g. Carex pediformis, Galium verum, Thalictrum foetidum, Veronica
incana and V. spicata. The communities of succulent plants are characterised
by a cover of 50—75 %, mean height of 10-25 cm and variable species rich-
ness (630 species per relevé of 6—100 m?). There are some xerophilous
and meso-xerophilous succulent petrophytes (e.g. Hylotelephium populifo-
lium and Orostachys spinosa) showing high constancy values. Nevertheless,
these species are not characteristic of this vegetation type, as they occur in
the whole range of rock-outcrop and scree habitats. Based on the current
data we have included the Altaian and Western Sayanian rock-crevice and
scree communities with Sedum hybridum in the new alliance Sedion hy-
bridi. Character species of the alliance are Sedum hybridum and Hylote-
lephinm ewersii, which are also dominants of the stands. Differential species
are Dracocephalum nutans, Galinm paniculatum, Kitagawia baicalensis,
Phlox sibirica and Rhytidium rugosum. Nomenclatural type of the alliance
Sedion hybridi is the association Kitagawio baicalensis-Sedetum
hybridi (holotypus).

The position of this alliance in the system of higher syntaxonomic units
is unclear. Substrate types supporting the Sedum hybridum communities
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are favourable for both petrophytic plants and for some widespread
drought-adapted species from the surrounding zonal steppes. Steppe spe-
cies are frequent there, but not dominant. Therefore the Sedum hybridum
communities contain distinct features of the classes Festuco-Brometea
and Cleistogenetea squarrosae. Analysis of the data involved in the
current study revealed a stronger floristic relationship between the Sedion
hybridi and the Cleistogenetea squarrosae (Helictotrichetalia
schelliani Hilbig 2000), due to the higher constancy of species typical of
southern Siberian and central Asian meadow steppes, e.g. Allium strictum,
Artemisia glanca, A. gmelinii, Caragana pygmaea, Carex pediformis, Cleis-
togenes squarrosa, Galium verum, Kitagawia baicalensis, Poa urssulensis,
Rhytidium rugosum, Thalictrum foetidum and Veronica incana.

HiLB1G (1990, 1995) described the Sedum hybridum-Sedum (= Hylotele-
phinm) ewersii community from Mongolia and subsequently (HiLsic
2000b) included it in the Thalictrion foetidi Hilbig 2000 (nomen
nudum) and the Scrophularietea incisae Hilbig 2000. This community
is very poor in species, still it shows floristic relationships with the Clei-
stogenetea squarrosae steppes. The ecological and phytosociological
contents of the Mongolian Scrophularietea incisae are not clear, be-
cause Hirsic (1990, 1995, 2000b) described only one association of this
class and some preliminary vegetation units, informally called communities.
Currently the assignment of the Sedion hybridi in the class Cleisto-
genetea squarrosae and the order Helictotrichetalia schelliani
seems appropriate, but it still needs to be tested with larger data sets that
will include new relevés from other areas.

Kitagawio baicalensis-Sedetum hybridi (Fig. 5)

Diagnostic species: Allium strictum, Artemisia glanca, A. gmelinii, Cara-
gana pygmaea, Carex pediformis, Cotoneaster melanocarpus, Dracocepha-
lum nutans, Galinm verum, Kitagawia baicalensis, Orostachys spinosa, Poa
urssulensis, Sedum hybridum, Spiraea media, Valeriana alternifolia.

Nomenclatural type of this association is relevé MHO059 (holotypus; no. 57

in Table 1).

This association was documented in the forest-steppe zone of the central
part of the Western Sayan. It occurs in the lower parts of steep, south-
facing slopes, on stable gravel screes of chloride slates at altitudes of 300
800 m. It contains an open shrub layer consisting of a combination of mesic
and xeric facultative petrophytes (Artemisia gmelinii, Caragana arbores-
cens, C. pygmaea, Cotoneaster melanocarpus, Rosa acicularis, Spiraea cha-
maedrifolia and S. media). The herb layer 1s dominated by Sedum hybridum
with a cover ranging mostly between 10% and 20%. A few other plants
may have a higher frequency or dominance, e.g. Carex pediformis, Kita-
gawia baicalensis, Poa wrssulensis and Polygonatum odoratum). A sparse
moss layer, mainly with Rhytidium rugosum and Abietinella abietina, is
typical of most stands.
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Fig. 5. Kitagawio baicalensis-Sedetum hybridi - open stands dominated by
Sedum hybridum on rock outcrops in the Yenisei valley in the central part of the Western
Sayan (photo N. Ermakov).

Spiraeo trilobatae-Sedetum hybridi

Diagnostic species: Galium paniculatum, Orostachys spinosa, Phlox sibirica,
Sedum hybridum, Spiraea trilobata, Thymus serpyllum.

Nomenclatural type of the association is relevé EN36-2002 (holotypus;
no. 73 in Table 1).

This association is widespread in the forest-steppe belt of the northern and
central Altai. It occurs in various rock habitats, mainly on south-facing
slopes surrounded by zonal meadow steppes, which prevail in places with
well-developed soils. The Sedum hybridum stands of different size occupy
rock outcrops of chloride slate, metamorphic limestone and granite with
shallow soil in hollows and larger crevices. They are typical also for the
stable loamy-gravely screes. The association contains some petrophytic
shrubs, such as Spiraca trilobata. Sedum hybridum is the major dominant
in herb layer, attaining cover values of 30-80%. Only few petrophytic
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species co-dominate in some places, e.g. Artemisia gmelinii, Orostachys
spinosa, Phlox sibirica and Thymus serpyllum. Other species have low cover
and constancy; they are moderately drought-adapted, occurring abundantly
in the surrounding zonal meadow steppes. The moss layer is well-devel-
oped in most stands and consists of drought-adapted species such as Abie-
tinella abietina, Racomitrium sp. and Rhytidium rugosum.

Selaginella sanguinolenta xeric rock-crevice communities

The drought-adapted rock-crevice vegetation of the southern part of the
Western Sayan is represented by Selaginella sanguinolenta communities.
They are widespread in steppe and forest-steppe altitudinal belts in areas
with arid ultracontinental climate in southern Siberia and Mongolia, but
are absent in the Altai. Selaginella sanguinolenta communities are found on
rock outcrops with patchy and shallow soil, usually in crevices, hollows,
and on ledges. They predominate in zones of actively weathering metamor-
phic rocks at altitudes of 550—1200 m. These are found on (1) south-facing
slopes of large mountain ridges, (2) slopes of various aspects of eroded
mountain ridges situated in the arid intermountain basins and (3) hillsides
adjacent to wide and dry river valleys. Selaginella sanguinolenta stands oc-
cupy rocky sites of any size and form, including isolated stones, rock out-
crops and cliffs, and give these places a dark-green colour, which can be
recognised from a long distance. On screes, they are replaced by communi-
ties of the Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae. De-
spite the specific_habitat, the drought-adapted Selaginella sanguinolenta
communities are flor1st1cally similar to the surrounding central Asian step-
pes, which are widespread in the adjacent zonal habitats with well-devel-
oped soils. Character species of the central Asian steppe class Cleistogen-
etea squarrosae are common there, including Artemisia frigida, Carag-
ana pygmaea, Cleistogenes squarrosa, Goniolimon speciosum, Heteropappus
altaicus, Potentilla acaulis and P. sericea. HiLBiG (2000b) described the Se-
laginellion sanguinolentae (represented by a single association Aqui-
legio-Selaginelletum with two subassociations) in Mongolia and in-
cluded it in the Asplenietea trichomanis. This solution is optimal for
the mesic type of Selaginella sanguinolenta communities (Saxifraga cernua
subassociation of HiLsic 1995), where Asplenietea characteristic species
such as Woodsia ilvensis occur frequently. By contrast, the xeric type of
Selaginella sanguinolenta communities is characterised by the absence of
Asplenietea species and predominance of Cleistogenetea species. This
pattern can be recognised in both Mongolian and Western Sayanian com-
munities. Based on the result of our analysis, we included the Selaginella
sanguinolenta communities in two classes. The drought-adapted association
Galio coriacei-Selaginelletum sanguinolentae, described in the current pa-
per, is included in the Cleistogenetea squarrosae, Helictotricheta-
lia schelliani and Eritrichio pectinati-Selaginellion sanguino-
lentae, whereas the more mesic communities were assigned in the Asple-
nietea trichomanis.
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Galio coriacei-Selaginelletum sanguinolentae (Fig. 6)

Diagnostic species: Achnatherum sibiricum, Alyssum obovatum, Artemisia
frigida, A. gmelinii, Aster alpinus, Caragana pygmaea, Carex pediformis,

Fig. 6. Galio coriacei-Selaginelletum sanguinolentae — rock outcrop in a com-
plex of steppe vegetation dominated by carpet-like stands of Selaginella sanguinolenta,
with Orostachys spinosa on the top. Us valley in the central part of the Western Sayan
(photo M. Chytry).
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Chamaerhodos erecta, Cleistogenes squarrosa, Dianthus versicolor, Galium
coriaceum, Goniolimon speciosum, Elytrigia geniculata, Evitrichium pectina-
tum, Helictotrichon altaicum, Kitagawia baicalensis, Orostachys spinosa,
Potentilla acanlis, P. elegantissima, P. sericea, Poa transbaicalica, Pulsatilla
turczaninovii, Selaginella sanguinolenta (dom.), Silene graminifolia, Vero-
nica incanda.

Nomenclatural type of the association is relevé MHO033 (holotypus; no. 79
in Table 1).

The association was described from the southern part of the Western Sayan,
where it occurs on dry south-facing slopes of the mountain ridges adjacent
to the wide and dry river valleys. It is widespread on rock outcrops where
it occupies micro-habitats that contain some layer of shallow soil, e.g. cre-
vices, shallow hollows and ledges.

The most striking feature of the association is the dominance of Selagi-
nella sanguinolenta, which attains a cover of 40—80%. The shrub layer is
represented only by sparse individuals of Caragana pygmaea, Cotoneaster
melanocarpus, Spiraea hypericifolia and S. media. Besides Selaginella san-
guinolenta, other obligate petrophytes also have a high constancy, e.g. Ga-
lium coriacewm, Elytrigia geniculata, Eritrichium pectinatum, Erysimum
flavum, Hylotelephium populifolium, Kitagawia baicalensis, Orostachys spi-
nosa, Potentilla elegantissima, P. sericea and Silene gmmmzfolm Drought-
adapted species of the adjacent zonal steppes (e.g. Chamaerhodos erecta,
Cleistogenes squarrosa, Goniolimon speciosum, Helictotrichon altaicum and
Potentilla acanlis) also occur in these habitats. The moss layer is poorly
developed, however, it contains some drought-adapted bryophytes such as
Abietinella abietina, Polytrichum piliferum, Racomitrium canescens and
Rhytidium rugosum, and lichens Cladonia arbuscula, C. pyxidata, C. rangi-
ferina, Parmelia somloensis and Peltigera aphthosa. Exposed bedrocks are
covered by numerous species of crustaceous epilithic lichens.

Nomenclatural remark: The class Cleistogenetea squarrosae, including the central
Asian steppe vegetation, was proposed as a nomen nudum by Kononov et al. (1985) and
MIrkIN et al. (1986). HiBiG (2000b) supposed that this name was validated by Kononov
et al. (1985), but in fact it was not. Although Kono~ov et al. (1985) validly described the
order Stipetalia krylovii Kononov et al. 1985 and assigned it to the class Cleistogen-
etea squarrosae, they did not designate this order as the nomenclatural type of the
class, explicitely saying that the nomenclatural type must be selected from a number of
(as yet undescribed) Mongolian orders of this class. GoGoLEvVA et al. (1987) did not refer
to the earlier publication of Kononov et al. (1985) and again described the order Stipet-
alia krylovii with author citation MIRkIN in GOGOLEVA et al. 1987, and also described
the new order Festucetalia lenensis Mirkin et al. 1987. She assigned both orders to
the Cleistogenetea squarrosae. However, both names of the orders are invalid in
that publication and so is therefore the name of the class. The reason for this is that in
most associations newly described in that paper and assigned to the Cleistogenetea,
two nomenclatural types were designated (indicated by asterisks in their tables). Both
associations within Stipetalia krylovii are therefore invalid, and so are the alliances
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and the order. Two alliances within Festucetalia lenensis are described validly, because
they both include a single validly described association (i. . that with a single nomenclatu-
ral type). However, none of these alliances is designated as the nomenclatural type of the
Festucetalia lenensis order, thus this order name is also invalid. To our knowledge,
the oldest validation of the class name Cleistogenetea squarrosae was done by Ko-
ROTKOV et al. (1991) who assigned to this class the validly described order Stipetalia
krylovii Kononov et al. 1985, invalidly described order Festucetalia lenensis Mirkin
in Gogoleva et al. 1987, and ineffectively (in manuscripts) described orders Stipetalia
sibiricae Arbuzova et Zhitlukhina 1987 and Thymetalia gobici Mirkin in Kashapov
et al. 1987. As the single validly described order name, Stipetalia krylovii Kononov
et al. 1985 thus becomes automatically a nomenclatural type of the class, whose correct
name is Cleistogenetea squarrosae Mirkin et al. ex Korotkov et al. 1991. Hirsic &
KoroLjuk (2000) assigned the orders Stipetalia krylovii Kononov et al. 1985 (dry
steppes) and Helictotrichetalia schelliani Hilbig 2000 (meadow steppes) into a
newly created class Agropyretea cristati Hilbig et Kololjuk 2000. Due to the inclusion
of the former order in this class, the class name Agropyretea cristati is a nomenclature
synonym of the earlier described valid name Cleistogenetea squarrosae Mirkin et
al. ex Korotkov et al. 1991. In his later paper, KoroLyUk (2002) himself rejected the name
Agropyretea cristati and used the correct name Cleistogenetea squarrosae, along
with a superfluous attempt at its validation.

Asplenietea trichomanis

The rock-crevice communities occurring on shaded rocks and cliffs in the
forest-steppe belt have been included in the class Asplenietea tricho-
manis. Diagnostic species indicating the affinity of the southern Siberian
mesic rock communities to this Eurasian class of rock-crevice vegetation
include the mesophilous obligate petrophytes Asplenium ruta-muraria,
Cystopteris fragilis, Polypodium sibiricun and Woodsia ilvensis. Besides
these, there is a large group of mesophilous and moderately xerophilous
species that are not present in the more xerophilous association Galio
coriacei-Selaginelletum sanguinolentae. Asplenietea communi-
ties are widespread in the forest and forest-steppe belts of the Altai and
Western Sayan.

Knapp (1989) published relevés from the shaded granite rocks in central
Mongolia. Besides a rare occurrence of Asplenium ruta-muraria, Cystopteris
fragilis, Polypodium sibiricum and Woodsia ilvensis, these relevés included
Camptosorus sibiricus, Cheilanthes argentea, Dryopteris fragrans and Sela-
ginella sanguinolenta as dominant species. The physiognomy of this vegeta-
tion is partly similar to the class Selaginello involventis-Potentille-
tea dickinsii, described from Japan and Korea (Korsek et al. 1997),
which represents a geographic vicariant of the Asplenietea tricho-
manis. At present there are very little data available on Asplenietea veg-
etation in Siberia and central Asia, which makes it difficult to distinguish
high-rank syntaxa within this class (Hisic 2000b). Similar communities
are usually classified provisionally into the classes Cleistogenetea
squarrosae or Asplenietea trichomanis (CHYTRY et al. 1993, HiLBIG
2000b, VaLacHOVIC et al. 2002).
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Only two communities within Asplenietea, both syntaxonomically
unranked, are described in this paper. They can be included in the eastern
Mongohan alliance Selaginellion sanguinolentae, described by Hir-
BIG (2000b), and the class Asplenietea trichomanis.

Woodsia ilvensis-Selaginella sanguinolenta community (Fig. 7)

This community is distributed in the forest-steppe and steppe altitudinal
belts of the Western Sayan, where it occupies crevices of various sizes on
cliffs formed of chloride slates at altitudes of 550—1300 m. In the steppe
belt, the community occurs on the shaded parts of cliffs, in relatively deep
crevices with moderately dry, shallow soil. On the south-facing parts of
cliffs, the community is replaced by physiognomically similar rocky steppes
of the association Galio coriacei- Selaginelletum sanguinolentae.
By contrast, in the more humid climate of the forest-steppe belt the com-
munity is Wldespread on the south-facing slopes of cliffs. The species indi-
cating moderately dry conditions include Alenritopteris argentea, Artemisia
gmelinii, Caragana pygmaea, Orostachys spinosa, Potentilla sericea and Si-
lene graminifolia.

Hylotelephium populifolium-Selaginella sanguinolenta community

This community occurs in shaded and moist parts of cliffs and stones in
the forest-steppe belt and adjacent lower part of the forest belt of the West-
ern Sayan. It occupies crevices, hollows and ledges on cliffs, and occasion-
ally also summits of isolated large boulders. A characteristic feature of the
community is the occurrence of mesophilous plants typical of rocky sites:
Asplenium ruta-muraria, Bergenia crassifolia, Cystopteris fragilis, Hylotele-
phinm populifolium, Polypodium sibiricum, Selaginella borealis and Wood-
sia ilvensis, and a number of species from the surrounding hemiboreal for-
ests. The community is characterized by a shrub layer of Caragana arbores-
cens, Rhododendron danricum and Spiraea chamaedrifolia, as well as by the
presence of a moss-lichen layer of Abietinella abietina, Lobaria pulmonaria,
Parmelia spp., Peltigera aphthosa, P. canina, Racomitrium canescens, Rho-
dobryum rosewm and Rhytidium rugosum. Some solitary, stunted conifer-
ous trees of Pinus sibirica and P. sylvestris may also occasionally occur.

Ordination of rock-outcrop and scree vegetation

The pattern of floristic differentiation of higher units of the rock-outcrop
and scree vegetation was visualised using DCA ordination. Scatter plots of
82 relevés from the Western Sayan are shown in Figs. 8—9. Axis 1 represents
a successive replacement of the major types of chasmophytic vegetation in
connection with the lithology of the substratum. Relevés of mobile scree
vegetation of the Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae
(1) occupy the left-hand part of axis 1; next are the communities of the
alliance Sedion hybridi (2) of the class Cleistogenetea, occupying sta-
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Fig. 7. Woodsia ilvensis-Selaginella sanguinolenta community — stands on steep rocky
slope with gravel accumulation, dominated by Woodsia ilvensis and Orostachys spinosa,
with carpets of Selaginella sanguinolenta in the lowest layer. The Talovka valley in the
central part of the Western Sayan (photo M. Chytry).

ble small-gravel screes mixed with loam, and the right-hand part of axis 1
is associated with rock-outcrop communities of Cleistogenetea (3) and
Asplenietea (4). Although the latter two types largely overlap in the
space of axes 1 and 2, they are separated into two distinct groups along axis
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Fig. 8. DCA ordination diagram with axes 1 and 2 of rock-outcrop and scree vegetation
in the Western Sayan.

1 - Artemisio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae, 2 — Cleistogenetea
squarrosae (Sedion hybridi), 3 ~Cleistogenetea squarrosae (Selaginellion san-
guinolentae), 4 — Asplenietea trichomanis.

3. Along axis 2, the large group of relevés of scree vegetation of the Arte-
misio santolinifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae (1) is subdivided into
two main groups: drought-adapted communities of the Artemision ruti-
foliae in the upper part (SDU values 1.0-3.0) and moderately drought-
adapted communities of the Grossulario acicularis-Berberidion
sibiricae in the lower part (0-1.0). Besides, in the central part of the plot,
there are a few relevés of scree vegetation in an intermediate position be-
tween the two aforementioned alliances on axis 2 as well as between com-
munities of mobile scree (Artemisio-Berberidetea) and communities
of stable screes (Sedion hybridi) on axis 1.

A scatter plot of 26 relevés from the Altai is shown in Fig. 10. The main
three subdivisions of rock outcrop and scree vegetation along axes 1 and 2
are similar to the pattern revealed for the Western Sayan. Axis 1 represents
two major subdivisions of communities, dependent on the substratum type.
A group of relevés of mobile large- block scree vegetation of the Grossu-
lario acicularis-Berberidion sibiricae (1, 2) (Artemisio santoli-
nifoliae-Berberidetea sibiricae) is in the right-hand part of axis 1.
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Fig. 9. DCA ordination diagram with axes 1 and 3 of rock-outcrop and scree vegetation
in the Western Sayan. Symbols are the same as in Fig. 8.

The left-hand position on axis 1 is occupied by communities of the Sedion
hybridi (3) (Cleistogenetea squarrosae), occurring on relatively sta-
ble small-gravel screes mixed with loam, south-facing rocks with shallow
soil in cracks, hollows and on ledges. Along axis 2, scree vegetation of
the Grossulario acicularis-Berberidion sibiricae is subdivided into
two main groups: xeric (Grossulario acicularis-Spiraeetum triloba-
tae; 1) in the lower part and mesic (Sambucus sibirica-Grossularia acicula-
ris; 2) in the upper part.

Discussion

The Western Sayan and Altai mountains have a rugged topography with
steep slopes, strong weathering and active erosion processes, which are sup-
ported by an extremely continental climate with remarkable temperature
fluctuations and drought. Limestones are very rare and the landscape is
formed of a mosaic of more or less weathered metamorphic slates. The
stones are partly fixed and partly form instable talus and debris streams,
screes and stone-block fields. In places, small cliffs appear among the pre-
dominating weathered rocks, which form terraces and hills, but large cliffs
or huge rock towers are uncommon.
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Fig. 10. DCA ordination diagram with axes 1 and 2 of rock-outcrop and scree vegetation
in the Altai. 1 — Grossulario acicularis-Spiraeetum trilobatae (Grossulario-
Berberidion, Artemisio-Berberidetea), 2 — Sambucus sibirica-Grossularia acicula-
ris community (Grossulario-Berberidion, Artemisio-Berberidetea), 3 — Spir-
aeo trilobatae-Sedetum hybridi (Sedion hybridi, Cleistogenetea squarro-
sae).

In order to propose a classification scheme of the rock-outcrop and scree
vegetation of continental central Asia, a comparison with the established
classifications for similar habitats in Europe and the Far East is of crucial
importance. The main vegetation classes of rock and scree habitats in tem-
perate Europe are delimited according to the gradient of surface stability,
including Asplenietea trichomanis (vegetation of solid rocks and wall
crevices), Koelerio-Corynephoretea (open vegetation of shallow soils
on sand or rock outcrops), classes of more closed grasslands on rock out-
crops (e.g. Festuco-Brometea and Seslerietea albicantis), Thlaspi-
etea rotundifolii (scree vegetation), and shrub vegetation as a stage of
their succession (Mucina 1997, RopweLL et al. 2002). This kind of habitat
pattern, with screes being adjacent to solid rocks and slopes having deep or
shallow soil, depending on the inclination, is best reflected in the vegetation
pattern of regions with oceanic and suboceanic climates. Similar vegetation
patterns to those in Europe were found in Japan and Korea (KOLBEXK et al.
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1997, 1998). In central Asia, however, vegetation on rock outcrops and
screes seems to be less differentiated between habitats, probably due to
the overriding effect of the dry continental climate. This fact makes the
classification of central Asian plant communities more difficult than in the
diversified habitats in Europe or the Far East.

In spite of these difficulties, we tried to implement a traditional scheme
of vegetation classification, related to surface instability and soil develop-
ment, also for the petrophytic vegetation of the Altai and Western Sayan
Mts. To some extent we followed Hirsic’s (1995, 2000b) proposals for
the classification of Mongolian petrophytic vegetation, which used similar
principles and is also partly relevant to our study area. The major habitats
of petrophytic plants distinguished in the southern Siberian mountains in-
clude:

1. Rock crevices. Typical growth forms are bryophytes, small ferns and
perennial herbs. In Europe, herbs include, for example, the representatives
of the genera Campanula and Saxifraga, low-growing Caryophyllaceae
(e.g. Cerastium, Gypsophila, Minuartia, Moebringia and Silene), and Rubi-
aceae (e.g. Asperula and Galinm) (Mucina 1997). Similar types of shaded
rocks with extensive moss carpets and occurrence of suboceanic ferns
(Asplenium incisum, Camptosorus sibiricus, Davallia spp., Dryopteris saxif-
raga, Woodsia manchuriensis and W. polystichoides) and selaginellas (Selagi-
nella involvens and S. rossii) were described in the Far East (KoLBEK et al.
1998). In southern Siberia species with continental distribution ranges are
common, such as Dryopteris fragrans and Selaginella sanguinolenta. Shaded
rocks are dominated by ferns (e.g. Polypodium sibiricum) and herbs with
fleshy leaves, such as Hylotelephium populifolinm, Saxifraga spinulosa and
Sedum hybridum. The Altaian and Western Sayanian rock vegetation is
physiognomically similar in some ways to the eastern Asian Selaginel-
lion involventis (KoLBEK et al. 1997) and partly to the European vegeta-
tion types. However, due to the widespread occurrence of several ferns
typical of rock fissures, e.g. Asplenium ruta-muraria, A. septentrionale,
Cystopteris fragilis and Woodsia ilvensis across large areas of Europe and
northern Asia, it seems reasonable to classify the communities of European
and Siberian rock and wall crevices into a single class, Asplenietea tricho-
manis. The same conclusion, with some degree of uncertainty, was consid-
ered by Hirsic (2000b). The fern vegetation on moist and shady rocks is
floristically and physiognomically more similar across Eurasia than the
xeric rock vegetation, in which species from the adjacent steppes or other
grassland communities frequently occur.

2. Shallow soils on weathered rock outcrops. Vegetation of this habitat
type is dominated by plant species adapted to drought stress and considera-
ble temperature fluctuations. In Europe the class Koelerio-Corynepho-
retea (incl. Sedo-Scleranthetea) includes vegetation of shallow soils
with short-lived vernal therophytes (e.g. Arabidopsis, Cerastium, Erophila
and Veronica), succulents (e.g. Sedum and Sempervivum), drought-adapted
perennial low-growing dicots (e.g. Potentilla), tussock grasses (e.g. Festuca
and Koeleria), bryophytes and lichens. In southern Siberia and Mongolia,



542 N. Ermakov et al.

short-lived vernal therophytes are almost non-existent in these habitats,
while hemicryptophytes, many of them with succulent features, are domi-
nant, e.g. Alyssum lenense, A. obovatum, Goniolimon speciosum, Orosta-
chys spinosa and Selaginella sanguinolenta. Numerous drought-adapted
plants typical of the surrounding steppes of the Cleistogenetea sqarro-
sae occur there due to the mass effect. There is a series of transitional
vegetation types between the zonal steppes and the vegetation types on
rock outcrops (KHANMINCHUN 1975). Central Asian steppes are predomi-
nantly related to mountain areas and most of their species are adapted to
rocky sites. Thus the drought-adapted communities on weathered rock out-
crops show distinct floristic similarities to those of zonal steppes and have
therefore been included in the Cleistogenetea squarrosae as the Eri-
trichio pectinati-Selaginellion sanguinolentae alliance in the
present paper.

3. Disturbed screes with herbaceous vegetation. This habitat is domi-
nated by plant species with an extensive root system and growth forms
adapted to the down-slope movement of stone particles. In Europe screes
harbour numerous representatives of Brassicaceae (e.g. Alyssum, Arabis,
Draba and Thlaspi), Scrophulariaceae (Euphrasia, Linaria, Scrophularia and
Veronica) and succulents of the genera Saxifraga and Sedum (Varacuovi¢
et al. 1997). Common species widespread on screes both in Europe and
Asia are rare, although there are some common genera (e.g. Alyssum,
Scrophularia, Sedum and Vincetoxicum). On the opposite end of the Eura-
sian continent, in Korea and Russian Far East there is little information on
herbaceous scree vegetation. Many screes in central Asia are overgrown by
succulents and combined with shrubs, or form transitional vegetation types
to Asplenietea. Two Sedum /oybrzdum communities on screes in the stud
area, occurring in the steppe and forest-steppe belts, are remarkably differ-
ent from the Scrophularietea as described by Hirsic (1990, 1995, 2000b)
from the Mongolian mountains.

4. Shrubberies in less disturbed habitats. In Europe sub-continental step-
pic shrubberies primarily occur in rocky habitats, but are also able to spread
as secondary vegetation in abandoned places. Several shrub genera occur in
steppe habitats across large areas from Europe to southern Siberia, includ-
ing Berberis, Cotoneaster, Prunus, Rhamnus and Spiraea, often with vicari-
ous species in different areas. Further to the east, in Manchuria and Dauria,
these shrubs are replaced by e.g. Atraphaxis mandshurica, Caragana micro-
phylla, Securinega suffruticosa, Ulmus macrocarpa, U. pumila, and a herb
layer with steppe plants such as Agropyron cristatum, Artemisia frigida,
Cleistogenes squarrosa, Koeleria cristata, Poa ochotensis and Stipa baicalen-
sis (KresTov 2003, QuiaN et al. 2003). Both southern Siberian and Central
European shrubberies form a dense layer preventing the development of a
ground layer of light-demanding grasses. In the southern Siberian moun-
tains shrub stands of Artemisia rutifolia, Atraphaxis laetevirens, A. pungens,
Berberis sibirica, Caragana pygmaea, Cotoneaster melanocarpus, Grossula-
ria acicularis, Lonicera microphylla, Spiraea media, S. trilobata and Ulmus
pumila develop in the course of succession on infrequently disturbed screes
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or rock outcrops, especially if there is some accumulation of soil, e.g. on
the margins of talus slopes.
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