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THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BEGINNINGS OF 
TENNESSEE 

CHAPTER I. 

PHYSIC.AL CO~Dl'l'ION . 

.t\.s Nashville has been called "The Athens of the South/' 
so could Tennessee be cal1ed ''The Greece of .America." It is 
one-third larger than Continental Greece, having an area of 
42,000 square miles to Greece's 28,000. It has the sunshine, 
the mountains, the scenery, the climate and the sturdy race of 
w·hich .i\thens of old boa~t.cd. and its gloriou8 history, fron1 
the ,vatauga settlement in Revolutionary times to the present 
clay, covers almost the same number of years as did that of 
Greece frotn Jllarathon to Chaeroneia. The historians and the 
geographe1·s tell us that the ... i\.thenian ""as largely the result 
of his ""onderful environn1ent. In like n1anner ,ve can say 
that tbe history of Tennessee bas not only been greatly in
fluenced by the physical conditions of the country, but that the 
developn1ent of no State hns been any more cont1•olled by 
geographical factors than has that of Tennessee. ,vhile the 
Greek o,,red much of his progress to his direct contact ,vith 
the sea, and Tennessee is iu1and, the great natural resources 
of this State in the modern indust1ial age more than make up 
for the lack of maritime influences, and the pioneer and his 
descendants have found as much opportunity for de,·elopment 
in clearing the "ilderncss and utilizing these natural re8ources 
as did the old Hellenes in their conquest of the sea. 

Tennessee lies be~w·een parallels 34 ° 58' ancl 3G 0 Hf>' north 
latitude. It is in the same latitudinal belt, therefore, as south
ern Califol'nia, ~Japan, and the southern parts of Greece and 
Italy, but since its te1nperature is not modified by ,va.rm ocean 
currents, it has a more r'igorous climate. The State, having 
the form of a long rhomboid. has a mean length of three hun
dred and eighty-fiv·e 1niles, and a general elevation, omitting 
the highest and Io,vest points, of about nine hundred feet. 1 It 
is a great horizontal plain. having a general slope from east 
to ,vest from the Smoky ~Iountains ,vith an elevation of five 
thousand . feet, to the l\:Ih::sissippi Bottoms, ,vhich are from 
three hundred to four hundred feet above sea-le·rel. This gen-

1Snfford, "Geology of Tennessee,'' p. z. 
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eral slope is greatly interrupted, the topography being inter
esting and diversified. There are seven natural physiographic 
divisions of the State.2 

DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 

1 The Smoky l\lountain Chain. 
2 The East Tennessee Valley. 
3 The Cumbe1·land Plateau. 
4 The Highland Rim. 
5 The Great Basin~ 
6 The Slope of West Tennessee. 
7 The Mississippi Bottoms. 

THE GREAT Sl\IOKY :MOUNTAINS. 

The Great Smoky. l\Iountains:o extending northeast and 
south"'·est across the StaJe, form the dividing line between 
North Carolina and Tennessee. They constitute an almost 
unbroken barrier across the eastern end of the State, spurs 
extending out here and there in the valley from five to fifteen 
miles, forming alternating coves and ridges, isolated and 
heavily wooded. The only -gaps in this mountain wall are 
breaks ,vhere, in a fe,v cases, swift, tumb1ing streams have cut 
channels through the mountain barrier. · 

The early traders and explorers from North Carolina had 
to follow steep and rugg·ed Indian trails over these mountains. 
When North Carolina, because of lack of easy communication 
and other causes, seemed to the people of East Tennessee to 
be neglectful of them, they formed themselves into the State 
of Franklin. · 

E4\ST TENNESSEE VALLEY. 

Bet,veen the Smoky l\f oun tain range and the Cumberland 
Plateau lies the East Tennessee Valley, thirty to fifty n1iles 
"ride,. sloping gently to the southw·est and drained by the 
Tennessee River. It has an average height of one thousand 
feet, and an area of about nine thousand square miles. The 
valley is filled ,vith ridges of different heights, running parallel 
,vith the great mountains, and this makes the ways of travel 
trend northeast tow·ard Virginia, or southwest doW'n into 
Georgia. · The valleys, being filled "ri th rich soil washed do,vn 
from the limestone ridges, are generally fertile, while the up
land is poorer and of times clayey. 

="Resources of Tennessee," State Geological Survey, Vol. VIII, No. t, p. 8. 
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Says A. V. Goodpasture: "It is easy to explain why the first 
settlement in Tennessee, the North Holston, was made by Virginians. 
In the first place, the Blue Ridge, that separates North Carolina from 
Tennessee, was at that time almost. impassable. On the other hand, 
the Appalachian Valley was an easy and natural route from Penn
sylvania and Virginia to the southwest. The open valley was like 
the mouth of a funnel to empty the population from the eastern 
watershed in Virginia to the western watershed in North Carolina, 
whose north line had not yet been located."3 

CUlIBERLAND PLATEAC. 

The Cumberland Plateau, running from Kentucky across 
Tennessee into Alabama, sloping gently to"rard the ,vest, is a 
great tableland thirty to sixty miles ,vide and containing about 
five thousand square miles. It rises rather steeply a thousand 
feet above the East Tennessee Valley, reaching a maximum 
altitude of three thousand five hundred feet and forming anoth• 
er great barrier across the State. About five-sixths of the 
plateau is rolling or flat, ,vhile the edges are dissected into 
knobs and sharp ridges. It has been called the "Great Wilder• 
ness of Tennessee," being. sterile, sandy, and having been 
covered in pioneer times ,vith dense ,voodland.4 

GREAT BASIN AND HIGHLAND Rll\I. 

The Great Basin is surrounded by the Highland Rim, "'hich 
extends from the Cumberland Plateau to the vallev of the Ten~ ., 

nessee River~ as it flo,vs nortlnvard to,vard the Ohio, and ,vhich 
con1prises the largest division of the State .. The rin1 contains~ 
roughly speaking, about nine thousand three hundred square 
miles, or t""O•ninths of Tennessee. In the center of this high 
pJain lies the great Central Basin in the shape of an ellipse, 
fifty miles ,vide by one hundred miles long and containing five 
thousand four hundred square miles. It is drained by the 
Cumberland, Duck and Elk rivers, ,vhich break through the 
south and ,vest sides of the basin in narro,v, rocky valleys. 
The Highland Rim slopes gently from its eastern border, one 
thousand feet high, to,vard the northwest, ,vhere its elevation 
is about six hundred feet, the average e1evation being nearly 
nine hundred feet. 5 The basin is from three hundred to four 
hundred feet lo,ver than the rim, being on the average about 
six hundred feet above sea-level. It w·as evidently formed by 
erosion, and Safford even hints that at one ti1ne it 1night have 
been a large lake, but this has been denied by later geologists.0 

3Tennessee Historical Magazine, Vol. V., 1919, p. 229. 
'"Resources of Tennessee," Vol. V., No. 2, pp. s 1-59. 
11Safford, "Geology of Tennessee," p. 103, seq. 
•"Resources of Tennessee," Vol. VIII., No. 1, p. 1 o. 
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Conditions have ahvays been favorable for settlement in the 
Central Basin. The land is " .. ell-,vatered and open, with no 
natural restraints, and a farm or to"11 could be established 
at most any,vhere. The abundant salt springs brought the 
animals and the animals brought the hunters, so that this 
section ""as settled soon after the ,vatauga Valley.7 

SLOPE OF WEST TE~NESSEE. 

From the Tennessee River,· "~hich flow·s nortlnvard along 
the eighty-eighth meridian across the State in a valley from 
three hundred to five :hundred feet deep and a fe,v miles "ride, 
the land rises sharply into a series of uplands with an eleva
tion of five hundred to seven hundred feet, and gently descends 
to the l\Ii~si~sippi ,ralley. There are many hills of consider
able height on the east and " .. est borders of the ~lope over
looking both rivers. This area covers, roughly, about one
fourth of the State, having more than ten thousand square 
miles. It ""as originally heavily timbered, and ""as very late 
in being settled, being connected little, except in the vicinity 
of J\iemphis, ,vith w·hat you "'·ould call pioneer histo1-y. The 
rivers for the most part are slow· and sluggish and drain into 
the l\Iississippi. They are not navigable. 

l\IISSISSIPPI BOTTOMS. 

The ":restern division of Tennessee, containing about nine 
hundred square miles along the J\1:ississippi River, is generally 
a lo,v and s,vampy alluvial plain, subject at time to heavy 
floods.7 The forests ,vere dense when the early settlers visited 
these bottoms and the heavily ,vooded flats offered splendid 
retreats for wild game of all sorts till long after the eastern 
and middle sections of the State "rere well settled.8 

CLIMATE. 

The climate of Tennessee is almost as varied as that of 
California, yet it is not a climate having great extremes of 
temperature. Its latitude,-about the same as ~Tapan and the 
southern parts of Spain, Italy and Greece,-"rould tend to 
make for mildness, but its altitude, mountainous character 
and inland location add a certain amount of coolness and 

1"Resources of Tennessee," Vol. VIII., No. 1, 1918, pp. 11-18. 

ssafford, "Geology of Tennessee," p. 113, seq. 
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rigor. There is nothing enervating in such a climate. Man 
must labor to live; must strive if he w·ould excel. Tennessee 
has often been described as the land of "average ,veather con
ditions." In eighteen stations, scattered over the State,-the 
observations covering from eighteen to forty-five years,-the 
mean temperature has been found to be 58.3 Fahrenheit, the 
highest annual mean ( at Men1phis) being 61.4, the lo,vest ( at 
~fountain City) 52.3. The avera~e temperature for the sea
sons is, for """inter 39 Fahrenheit; spring 59; summer 76; 
autumn 59.0 Nashville, often regarded by Tennesseans as ex
cessivelv hot, has sho,yn 100 only in ten stnnmers out of forty
seven. Only ten or fifteen clays fn the year does the thermom
eter reach 95, and that in the vicinity of l\Iemphis, Nash
ville and t,vo or three other places. Safford found that the 
mean heat along the middle parallel of the State is about 74 
in the eastern part and 77 in the "restern, and the average 
winter temperature along the same parallel is nearly 40.1° For 
the ten years from 1850 to 1S60 there ,vere each year on the 
average one hundred and ninety-four days free from a killing 
frost. In 1916 the average ""as one hundred and seventy-five 
days in the eastern counties and t,v·o hundred days in the 
,vestern, while the State Geological Survey, 1918, show·s an 
average growing season of one hundred and ninety-six days. 
Zero ,veather occurs in the higher altitudes generally a few 
times each "inter, records of 5 to 10 above zero being recorded 
four or five days during the winter, and zero or below on an 
average of about once in tw·o or three vears.11 

Tennessee also has its share of the sunshine. The aver
age days of sunshine in the United States are from 50% to 60% 
of the days of the Jear, the hi~hest average of bright days be
ing in the south,vest, "'here the sun shines 70o/o of the time 
that it is above the horizon, and the low·est average being in 
New England, especially in the northern part, where the sun
shine reaches the soil only from 20 o/o to 30% of the time. The 
average of bright days for Tennessee is 58%. 

The rainfall is also abundant in the State, not,vithstand
ing the average of bright days is high. The general rainfall 
per year is · 49.5 inches, Cu1nberland County receiving the . . 
greatest amonnt (57.77 inches); and Sullivan County the least 
( 42.06 inches). The average ove1· the State fo1· the month of 
July ( 4.45 inches) is ample for the gro""th of corn and tobacco. 
The State Geological Survey has n1ade a comparison of these 

11Bulletin Q, U. S. Dept. of Ag:iculture, 1906, p 7i2. 
10Safford, "Geology of Tennessee," p. 15. 
11"Resourccs of Tcnnc~sce," Vol. Vlll., No. t, pp. Ii·4S· 
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conditions w'ith those of son1e otl1er representath·e point~ in 
the United States. It ,vill be ,vell to insert a fe"r of the aver• 
ages in inches of rainfall that the~e places receive: 

Bismarck, North l)akota, annnnl a,·prage 1- -• .a indte8~ 
Columbia, liissouri, ,~ " as.-1 " 
Dodge City, l{ansas, " " 19.G " 
Fort Worth, Texas, ,, 

" 33.36 . " 
Indiana polis, ,~ " 40.8 " 
Parkersburg, ,vest Virginia, '' 

,, 
i~9.3 " 

New Orleans, " " 56.26 " 
Atlanta, 

,, 
" 48.40 " 11 

Tennessee's average precipitation of 49.5 inches is only ex• 
ceeded bv that of one station on this list. Ne"r Orleans, and 

~ , 

Atlanta is the only other station even approaching its record. 
If half the money had been spent on agriculture in '11ennessee 
that has in southern California, "~here the farmens have to 
pipe in and pump up their w·acer for irrigation, Tennessee. too, 
,vould be noted for its great agricultural and horticultural 
products. 

FAUNA. 

The plentiful gan1e ,vas one of the factors that brought the 
first pioneers into the re~ion that is no,v Tennessee. Large 
herds of buffaloes "~ere to be found in the central and w·estern 
sections. Deer ,vere to he killed on almost anv trail. - Bears 

~ 

,vere as common as squirrels are to-day, and elk, wolves and 
mountain lions, w·hile not -so common ,as the other animals, 
roamed in the deeper fores ts. The streams ,vere " .. ell stocked 
,vith fish, and game,-much of it fur-bearing,-conld be had 
for the taking. The pioneers depended upon this game for 
food until they could raif.!e a crop of corn, and even after they 
had sufficient grain for their needs, they still supplemented 
their vegetables fron1 the truck patch with bear-meat and veni
son. When the settlers can1e to the Frenc~h Lick in 1779-80, 
they found a large plain of "roods and cane frequented by bnf -
faloes, elk, deer, ,volves, foxes, panthers and other animals 
suited to the c1in1ate. They killed hears and deer in large 
numbers, and soon learned to depend upon these t,vo sources 
for their ,,inter's meat.12 Davi<l Crockett say~ in his Auto-., 

biography: "I "~oi-ked on till the hears got fat in the fall and 
then I turned out to hunting-. to lay in a ~npply of meat. I 
~oon killerl and Raltetl do\\·n n~ 1na11Y as "·ere ne('eRsarY fo1· mY 
- • t • 

1::IIaywood, ''History of Tcunc:-~cc," p. 10X. 
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family." The hunters ,yould kill the bears, make a scaffold, 
and after salting the meat, hang it up out of reach of the 
w·olves. "'Ve "·ere out," says Crockett, "tw·o "·eeks and in 
that time killed fifteen bears.'~ Later he says, ''I killed one 
hundred and five bears in less than one ,ear."13 This w·as as • 
late as 1823, and up in the extren1e north"·estern part of the 
State in Obion County, "·hich "·as being settled at that time: 
Bears had berome scarcer in 1he eastern and central counties 
at that date. It is not at all iinprobable~-in fact very likely, 
-tha t Daniel Boone did "Cill a Bar on this tree 1760," near 
Jonesboro, in ,,rashington County, but it is also very unlikely 
that he "·ould climb up the old beech ten feet to cut in the 
bark the record of an act that "-us as common in those da,s as .. 
the killing of a rabbit is to-day. Judge Allison, raised from 
boyhood near the ,·icinitv of the tree, "·rote Roosevelt in the . ~ , 

eighties that the inscription "·as there as ea1·ly as the old 
settlers then living could re1nember, and if Boone, w·-110 "~s 
undoubtedly in that neighborhood about 1760, did not cut 
it, some one else did soon after~ ,Yhen Boone became more 
famous and bears scarcer.14 

Skins, of course, "·ere ah,·ays a great factor in a pioneer 
country. The State of Franklin (1784.-88) passed a provision 
for the paying of its officials in mink skins, and levied taxes 
to be paid in 

"good, clean beaYer skins, six shillings apiece; uncased otter skins: 
five shillings; cased (skinned) otter skins, six shillings; raccoon 
and fox skins, one shillings, three pence; deer skins, the pattern, six 
shillings.m:. 

Before 1787 and the establish1nent of our federal svstem 
• 

of government ,vith its standard money, skins made a fine 
medium of exchange, for there ,vas ahvays a demand for them, 
and that is more than conld he said for the current paper 
money of the different colonies, ,vhich ""as continually fluctuat
ing in value~ as ""'ell as the Spanish mone~" from the south. 
The buyers from the Ohio and from the Spanish settlements 
on the lo"·er l\Iississippi "·ere al ""ays after furs, for there 
""as a good foreign market for them. 

The licks of the Cumberland, ""'here :Nashville now· stands, 
"·ere known to the Prench as earl~ .. as the beginning of the 
eighteenth century.10 There "·ere other salt licks, too, in this 
region; one at Bledsoe•s ( Castal ian Springs). east of "·here 
Galla tin now· is, and one at ~Ianske1.,s, a fe,v miles to the 

1:!David Crockett, "Autobiography,'' p. 174, seq. 
14Roosevelt, "\Vinning of the \Vest," Vol. I., p. 138. 
1~Allison, "Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History," p. 30. 
18 Goodspeed, "History of Tenne!"See," p. 112. 
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south. These places ,v-ere frequented by the anin1als, ,vhich 
came for the salt, and the Indians-and possibly the mound
builders, who preceded them-had used these places for hunt .. 
ing grounds for centuries. The French trappers upon their 
first trips found ancient mounds about the French Lick of 
which the oldest Indians "·ere con1pletely igno1•ant. These 
mound-builders undoubtedly ,vere attracted to these springs 
by the.abundant ga1ne, and must have made much use of the 
animals for food and clothing. Captain De l\ionbreun, a 
Frenchman, "·ho afterw·ards becan1e a citizen of Nashville 
(Demonbreun Street having been nameu for him), hunted in 
this section as early as 176~. He spoke of the immense herds 
of buffalo and the abundance of other game in this part of 
the country at that time.17 Dr. Thomas ,valker of Virginia, 
on his trip into the Cumberland section about 1750, reports 
that his party killed thirteen buffaloes, eight elks, fifty-three 
bears, tw·enty deer, one hundred and fifty turkeys and some 
other game.18 

The smaller game ,vas not needed for food and w·as often 
regarded as a nuisance if the fur w·as not valuable. In 1797 
the General Assembly, sitting at I{noxville, passed the follow
ing act for the protection of the settlers in the fifteen counties 
whh~ h existed at that time : 

"Each County in this St~te is authorized to lay a tax, to be paid 
in squirrels' or crows' scalps, on every person subject to a poll tax in 
their respective counties, not exceeding twenty-five squirrels to each 
person." 

One cro,v's scalp was to count for tw .. o squirrels' scalps, and 
every person ,vho failed to deliYPr his number of scalps was 
to pay one cent for each unde1iYered scalp.'1° To-day ""e are 
stocking our parks with squitTels and our streams ""ith fish, 
and trying to protect them by law·. County courts were also 
authorized to pay as much as tw·o dollar~, ""'hich ,vas in
creased to three dollars in 1811, for each ,, .. olf's scalp. 

Wild fo,Yl abounded in all parts of the State. Ducks and 
geese ,vere on every creek and river. ,vnd turkeys formed 
a common article of die_t for the pioneers, and partridges were 
easily trapped right at the cabin door. Judge W. L. Brown, 
who " .. as later on the Supreme Bench of Tennessee with Judge 
Hay,vood, the historian, and ""hose father, Dr. l\Iorgan Brown, 
had founded the to"rn of Paltuyra before 1796, writing in 
. his diarv ""'hen a hov, savs: ., . , . 

UHaywood, "History of Tennessee," p. 94. 
t 8"\Vinning of the \Vest," Vol. ·1., p. 1~6. 
111" Acts of General Assembly," 1797, Chap. IV. 
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January 5th. 
"I made two traps and set them on the bluff. 

January 6th 
I caught one bird ..... went hunting and sa,v deer, turkey~ 

and otters."20 

The smaller birds, like the robins, jaysJ "·rens, mockers, blue
birds, w·oodpeckers, etc., are still "·ith ns, as are the black
birds, cro,vs, ow-Is, buzzards and haw·ks. -

Reptile life, too, ,vas plentiful. Rattlesnakes ""ere more 
common than no,v, though they are still found in the mountains 
and on the Cumberland Plateau. The first hunte1·s and ex
plorers complained of having their ho1ses bitten by them.:!1 

Judge John C. Guild of Nashville, ""ho ,vas born about the 
beginning of the last century and ,vho spent his boyhood 
near the Cumberland settlement and in Stew·art Countv~ tells ... 
some stories of great interest in his book, but "·e kno,v that 
he was ,vriting from memory in 1877 and that he ""as a very 
old man at that time, so ""e are inclined to think some of 
the statements exaggerated. He tells of a family building their 
cabin in the late fall against a rock cliff, using the cliff as 
one side of their home. After a day or t"·o of warm fires against 
the rock, scores of rattlesnakes issued from the crevices and 
crawled over the floor and the rude bed, and the inmates had 
to escape through the roof by the noose method. l\Iore than 
one hundred snakes ,vere killed by the neighbors. Judge 
Guild explained the large numbers by saying: 

"This was the finest snake country that I have ever seen. The 
rattlesnakes herd together and· lie dormant under the cliffs during 
the winter. Having been thawed by the fire they came out. The 
cabin was burned to destroy the den of snakes."::; 

While ""'e need not take such stories literally, ""e can safely 
infer that there were plenty of snakes in virgin Tennessee. 
Moccasins and copperheads can be more easily found than 
rattlesnakes to-day in the State, and the harmless variety, 
like the garter and blacksnakes, are still seen most any time 
that one takes a ,valk in the ""oods. While it is probably true 
that reptile life is gradually disappearing before the adYance 
of civilization, ,ve can likely find wild life of the smaller sorts 
in the mountain places for some years to come. 

20"Diary of \V. L. Brown," January 5, 1805. 
21"\Vinning of the \Vest," Vol. I., p. 136. 
22Guild, "Old Times in Tennessee," p. s 1, seq. 
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l•'LOU.\. 

· ,vhen the pionee1·s ca1ue into Teuues~ee before the !?evolu
tionary ,var, they found the land c0Ye1·e(l \Yith titnber. Not 
only on the n1ouutain ridges "·ere there fo1·ests~ hut in the 
valleys and on the i-;lopPs. 1\l>out one-thil <l .of the State is still 
""ooclland. rrhe State Geologiea l Sur,·ev lists 1nore than tw·o 
hundred species of trees n:,i-ti ,·e to r:re;1ne:-,;~ee, fro1u the ash 
to the yello"· poplar.'.!:: rrhe pioneers built their cabins, fences, 
stockades, block-hon~e8, etc .. fron1 the lo~~. he"·inµ;, notching 
and splitting as the need8 required. for the portable steam 
sa,vrnills "·ere yet to be devPlopt•d and "rnter-pcrwer 1nills 
""ere as yet used by the pioneer only for grinding g1~ain. In 
184:9 there ,vere onlv fonr hundre,l and fifty sa"·1nills in the . . 
State. Along the "·ater cour~es tlen~e thi<·kets of cane and 
reeds obstructed one's pns~nge, an<l in the flats briel's and 
small thick brush coye1·e(l the ~oil. On the 1nonntain slopes~ 
especially near the su1n1nit8. ~reat patd1e~ of rhododendrou 
for1n(1 <l natural ha1·rie1·~ through ·"·hh-h the pionpers had to 
cut their " .. ay if the Indian~ had not already opened paths 
before then1. ~rln·ough the:,e cane-hrakeR and patches of 
brush the "·ild anilnals had often forced paths dow11 to the 
"'ater, and the Indian trails ~on1etiineR follo"·ed in their 
"Take. The Indians, lurking; in ihe dense hr1u,h at the side 
of these trails, "rould frequently kill the pioneers as they came 
along follo"·iug the paths of the anitnal~. llere and· there 
in the open places the luxuriant gras~ furnished food for the 
buffalo, elk and deer, and hiding: pl:H·eH fen· thP turkeys, par
tridges and smaller gan1e . ... _ ' -

The n1ineral resources of TenneRf-We are 1·ieh and Yal"ied. 
more than thirty niincrals heinµ; found w'ithin itR boundaries. 
Coal~ zinc, iron. copper and uinrhle are quite connnon.21 'l'here 
are referenees in the early hiRto1·y to the finding of oil on the 
w·aters of Drake'R Creek in Snn1ner County.!!:; Onlv in the 

• I, 

last fc"~ years haR thiR field, exte1u1ing over into southern 
I{entucky, been opened. Lca<l for 1·iflcs "ras obtained from 
mines on the French Broad near the present North Carolina 
line. Governor. ,vnlian1 1i101111t at I(noxville, having the re
spon~il>ility of the ad1niniRtration of the '~Territory South of 
the River Ohio," in a letter to -Tan1es Robertson at Nashville, 
dated .i\. pril 29, 1792, say~: 

::.'l"Resources of Tennessee," Yol. 10-:\, p. 45, 1910. 
:!•Safford "l;colngy of Tcnnc~scc," p. 450. 
~=-Haywood, "History of Tennessee," p. 97. 
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"The probability that I shall be forced to take some lead at Cum• 
berland is very great, so you may hold out to induce somebody to 
make provision for supplying me. Lead is to be had very cheap at 
the French Broad n1ines, but I fear the want of water. Indeed, I 
fear the want of water so much that I have been making calculations 
for nacking the goods through the ,vilderness:.'6 to Cumberland River, 
and if there is not water in the Tennessee, this must be done, and 
then down the Cumberland in canoes. At present lead is obtained 
here at the twelfth of a dollar per pound."~--: 

This giYes us a good idea of the n1ethods of transportation 
at this tin1e, too. Unless the "·nter in the Tennessee was 
high enough to allo" .. boats t,> get oYer the lluscle Shoals, 
the goods had to be transported across the Cumberland Plateau 
on horses. 

The Indians "·ere fatniliar with the use of copper, and we 
kno,v that De Soto in 1540 sent tw·o Spaniards north to the 
province of "Chisca," ,y here there "·as a forge for the "rorking 
of the ore. Chisca mar have been in the neighborhoou of 
Polk County, "·here there are mines ( Duckto""n) at the pres
ent time. The location is uncer1:ain, but De Soto mentions 
"copper or other metal of that color and not much used as 
being softer."28 

· 

The great interest of the early settlers, ho,Yever, in min
erals was generally confined to the iron ore, of which they 
found considerable quantities and "·hich they readily reduced 
to workable shape~ Iron is found in aln1o~t half of the ninety
fiye connties of the State at the present time. There are three 
great belts ... The deposits on the ,Yest slopes of the Smoky 
l\'lountains extend through ten counties,· from -Johnson · into 
.l\:Icl\finn; . .the Dystone region, fron1 ·virginia along. " 7alden's 
-Ridge and·.- into· Georgia, including tw··elve counties, reaches 
. from ·Hahcock . do-wn H1 rough Roane. ·. Bleclsne ·· and )Iarion 
counties,· and the ,Yestern Yalley includes t,, .. elYe counties, 
from Kentucky. to .A.laba1na through Stew·art, Benton, Perry, 
La"rrence and ,·vaYne. TheRe yary in w·idth froin ten to fort:v 

~ •· ~ 

1niles.w In many places the orp is clof.ie to the surface, is 
easily n1ined and renclil:',· "·orkl~d. "rhe settlers opened hearths. 
smelted out the iron and used it loeall~·. Being Yer)~ heaYy 
and hard to transport. each locality beean1e aecusto1ned to 
,vorking out its o,Y11 iron. The names· "~lossy-Creek Iron 
,·vorks,'' '~Col. l{iug·s Iron ".,.orks," "'Beaver.Creek Iron 
,vorks,'"' "Haines· Iron ,vorks/' and numerous others appear 

=0The Cumberland Plateau. 
21"Robertson's ·Letters,,, Vol. 1 ••. April .29-, 1;-9.2. 
=81\Ialone, "The Chickasaw Kation," p. 32. 
,v. E. :Mver of the Smithsoni~n Jnstitttt{' iPcatcc; "Chi!-ca" at the Olrt Stone Fort 

in Coffee County. 
::lGood::.peed, "History of Tennes~ce." p. 34. 
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in the old records. John Sevier made this entry in his diary 
under date of June, 17H6: 

"Gave Jacob Embree an order to Walter King for 150 lbs of iron.''so 

En1bree "'as a common name in East Tennessee, Thomas 
Embree having erected, in 1791, five miles belo\\r Jonesboro, 
a t,vo-story stone house, w1lich is still standing and occupied 
and in "·hich his brother, Elihu Embree, in 1820 established 
,vhat he claimed ""as the first abolition ne"rspaper in the 
United States.:11 The to,vn of l~mbreeville, eight miles south
west of Jonesboro, owes its existence to-day to the iron works 
located there on the N olicbucky River. J\'Iost of these furnaces 

"' were small local a ff airs, and from the repeated references 
to them in diaries and personal letters, there must have been 
a great number of them scattered through the settled districts. 

THE RIVERS. 

Tennessee is a well-""'atered State. ,vith a precipitation of 
almost fifty inches per year, it stands to reason that there 
are many large rivers draining its soil. There are, in fact, more 
than t,velve hundred miles of navigable ,vaters.32 The Mis
sissippi, on the western border, is connected through the 
Ohio with the Tennessee River, which can be traversed by 
boats to· Knoxville, and the Cumberland, sweeping in a -great 
semicircle through the north.central part of the State, is 
deep enough for small boats from eastern Kentucky to its 
junction w·ith the Ohio. A number of swift, good-sized streams 
flow westward and south"rest,vard from the Appalachian slope. 
These, cutting through the ridges, formed "w·ays" through 

.which· the early pioneers entered the eastern valley. The 
Clinch, the Holston, the ,vatauga, the Powells, the Nolichucky, 
the Pigeon, the -French Broad -and the· Hiwassee rivers are 
all east of the Cumberland, and their "raters eventually reach 
the Tennessee and liississippi. The Emory is also in the 
eastern valley, rising in the northern part of the Cumber
land Plateau and flow·ing south,vest to the Tennessee, near 
,,rhat is no,v l{ingston.33 Its valley~ together with that of the 
Obed; 1·unning northwest, provided a good approach to the 
npper Cumberland "'aters, from w·hich the old trace led down 
by_ ,vay of -Bledf-ioe's Lick to Nashville. · · 

.Each one of these- rivers has -a history of its· o,,'ll. _.·The 
"\Vatauga settlement and the Sycamore Shoals-,vhere San1uel 

30Heiskell, "Andrew Jackson a~d Early T~nnessee History," Vol. II., p. · 534. 
31 Allison, "Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History," p. 79. 
::::"Resources of Tennc!-!-ce," \'ol. X.-A, p. i • 
:i.~old Southwest Point. 
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Doak34 prayed for the ~'over-n1ountain men" on their way to 
King's Alountain35

, and near ,vhich ":Noli Chucky Jack"36 

rescued "Bonny Kate'' Sherrill, ""ho afteM\·ard became his 
wife37-are located on the clear, beautiful ,Yatauga. The 
Nolirhucky38 too, on ,vhose banks Da,·id Crockett w·as born in 
178630 and John Sevier, "·hose house still stands, lived, is 
a famous mountain strean1. Donelson's voyage in 1779-80 
with a party of about one hundred and sixty people in the 
good boat "Ad,·enture" and thirty or forty other boats, last
ing four months, ""as an undertaking to be compared with 
the sailing of the "l\Iayflow·er" one hundred and sixty years 
before. He embarked on the ,vaters of the upper Holston at 
Ft. Patrick Henry, near the Virginia line, and floated down 
to the Tennessee and on to the Ohio and up t~e Ohio and 
Cumberland rivers to "·here Nashville now is, landing in 
the dead of ,vinter and in the heart of a country filled with 
hostile Indians. 40 · . 

1 

• 

· The pioneers not only came through the mountains; fol
lowing the streams, but they established their . homes and 
villages in the ,,.alleys along the banks, where the cl~r, limpid 
springs poured their cooling w·aters into the rivers .. · The 
trails were rough, steep, and rocky, and often dangerous be
cause of the Indians. They "rere too narrow for wagons at 
first and pack-horses had to be used for transporting· goods 
overland. In 1781 Robertson made a trip up into I{entueky 
and brought a pack-horse laden ,,ith ammunition back to 
the settlement on the Cumberland,U and three years later ten 
pack-horses from Philadelphia "unloaded their freight of 
pins and needles, cheap calicoes and linens in the pres
ence of the whole ,assembled to~vnship.''41 The rivers, 
even the smallest, were navigable for canoes and dugouts 
and small flat-boats. The fourth General Assembly in 
1801 authorized the forming of a company in Washington, 
Greene and Jefferson counties for the purpose of clearing 
out and collecting toll on the N olichucky River from Brow·n's 
Island, Washington Coun~·, to its 1nouth at the French Broad. 
There were t"ro hundred shares, ,vhich sold for ten dollars 
per share, three custom houses~ and the contract was to 
last forty years. The company "·as to keep the river open, 
guaranteeing a channel of tw·enty feet in width and at least 

3-'See page 137. 
36"Winning of the West:• Vol. II., p. 257. 
88Nickname for John Sevier. 
37Heiskell, "Andrew Jackson and Early Tennessee History," Vol. I., p. 314. 
88Indian for "swiftly running." 
~David Crockett's Autobiography. 
• 0Heiskell, .. Andrew Jackson and Early Tennessee History," Vol. I., p. 166. 
' 1Gilmore, "Advance Guard of \Vestern Civilization," pp. 23, 75. 
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eighteen inches in depth. The tolls "~ere to be one dollar a 
ton above the upper custom house, seventy-five cents a ton 
bet"reen the third and second custom house and fifty cents 
bet,veen the second and first, and any one using the river 
and seeking to evade the charges ""as liable for prosecution:•2 

David Crockett describes a narro"" escape that his t""O small 
brothers had from dro,vning in the rapids of this river about 
1795, though they "~ere adept at handling his father's canoe. 
He also tells ho,v, in 1825, he fitted out two large flat-boats 
on the Obion River in the north,vestern part of the State, 
whither he had moved, and loading them "rith thirty thousand 
"pipe staves" for market set out for New Orleans, hut, his 
pilot being ignorant; one of his boats came to grief above 
l\lemphis, and the other one being lost on the l\Iississippi, 
he gave up boating and returned to ,vest Tennessee.43 

In Middle Tennessee the Harpeth, flo"ing north into the 
Cumberland near Nash ville, the Elk, flo,ving south into the 
Tennessee, and the Duck River, flowing w·estward and empty
ing into the Tennessee in Humphrey's County, are the most 
important; ""hile the Obion, Hatchie and ,volf Rivers are 
the most noted on the w·estern slope. These three flo,v directly 
into the Mississippi. 

42Scott, "Laws of Tennessee," Vol. I., p. 748. 
43David Crockett's "Autobiography," pp. 19. 195. 
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CHAPTER II. 

THE INDIAXS. 

The pioneer history of 'l,enuessee is, like that of most of our 
,vestern States, a story of the settlers' conquest of the In
dians and their occupation of " .. hat the Indians considered 
their land. The picture of the typical pioneer sho,vs us a 
man lean and spare and active, but "ith a touch of melancholy 
in his face. His life of activity and his frugal fare kept llilu 
spare and fit, and the "ilderness fear left its mark on his 
features. The constant n1enace of the lurking Indian-too 
often translated into a. hitter e:\.1)erience for him and his 
family,-inevitably turned his alertness into anxiety. Hay
wood's early history of Tennessee is a long account of Indian 
"·arfare. He begins "·ith the struggles of the ,, ... atanga set
tlement in the northeastern part of the State, and narrates 
the details of massacre after massacre. There is not a chapter 
from "·hich the Indian is on1itted, and the harrowing · in
cidents of more than fonr hundred separate assassinations 
and massacres are set forth in the five hundred pages of his 
book. 

THE FIVE TRIBES. 

The chief relations of the early settlers of Tennessee were 
with the llobilian, or Appalachian race, ,vhich ,vas the domi• 
nant one in the Southeast. There ,vere, according to School
craft and Roosevelt, five related liobilian tribes: The Chick
asa,vs, the Creeks, or l\Iuscogees, the Choctaws and the Semi
noles. The Cherokees and the Creeks were the most trouble
some to the early settlements, while the Chickasaws "Tere for 
the most part friendly. This is natural, for the Chickasaw·s 
lived in the ,vestern part of "That is now Tennessee, bet"reen 
the l\'Iississippi and the Tennessee rivers, and in the northern 
part of the State of l\Iississippi and the edges of Alabama. 
The pioneers, therefore~ in East and l\Iiddle Tennessee did not 
intrude on their lands. but ""ere at almost constant ,varfare 
with the Cherokees, their bitter· enemies. Piomingo ( or Poia 
l\Iingo), one of the grea trst of all of the Indian chiefs of the 
southern tribes, in a conference held at Nashville (1792) ,vith 
James Robertson and Go,·ernor ,villiam Blount of Knoxville 
and others, gave the following boundaries of the Chickasaws' 
land: · 

"I will describe the boundaries of our land. It begins at the 
Ohio on the ridge which divides the waters of the Tennessee and 
Cumberland, and extends with the ridge easterly as far as the most 
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eastern waters of the Elk River, thence across the Tennessee and a 
neck of land to Tenchacunda Creek, a south branch of the Tennessee, 
and up the same to its source; thence to the waters of the Tombigbee, 
that is to the west fork of Long Leaf Pine Creek, and down it to 
the line of the Chickasaws and Choctaws, and a little below the 
trading road."" 

In 1794 George ,vnshington gn,·e the Chickasaws a certificate 
confirn1ing their right to this land. 

Oglethorpe, as early as_ 1733, made a league of defense 
w'i th the Chickasa w·s, a thousand miles to the west of him, 
and though it ,vas a sn1all and far-distant nation, it proved 
a bulwark of defense to him. General James Robertson at 
the French Lick also formed a league of friendship with this 
well-disposed tribe, ,vhich saved him and his community from 
being "riped out by the Cherokees and Creeks.4~ In 1801 the 
United States made a treaty at the Chickasa,v Bluffs, bv the ., . .. 
terms of "rhich the Chickasa,vs gave permission to open a road 
for a highway bet,Yeen the 1\lero District16 and Natchez in 
Mississippi. 44 

THE CHEROKEES. 

The Cherokees were the bete noir of the early pioneers 
and the later settlers in Tennessee. They were the original 
East Tennesseans, and ,vhile not Scotch-Irish, they did possess 
some of the hardv characteristics of that race which follO'wed .,, 
a.nd dispossessed them of their land. Bancroft says : 

· "The mountaineers of aboriginal America were the Cherokees, who 
<>ecupied the valley of. the Tennessee River as far west as Muscle 
Shoals and the highlands of the Carolinas, Georgia and Alabama, 
the most picturesque and salubrious region east of the Mississippi.'"' 

. . 

They made treaties ,vi th the colonies of North Carolina and 
South Carolina early in the eighteenth century, and later 
'"1th Virginia and Great Britain.48 The settlements. at Wa
tauga and ,vhi te's · Fort,-uo"r KuoxYille,-""ere in the ver~· 
heart of the Cherokee lands. The Cumberland colonv around 

&i . 

the French Lick,-no"· :Sashville,-"·as almost in the center 
of t~eir hunting grounds. ~0 

•·"Ha.le and :Merritt, "History of· Tennessee," Vol. I., pp'. 15-35 
· · ·•11l\!alone, "The Chickasaw Nation," ·p. 35, seq. · · . . 
. ~Middle· Tenn~ssec, particularly the Cumberland _region about Nashville. Robert•. 

son · sugges·ted the nime after Governor Miro of l:ouisiana. · in t 788, :though it wa~ 
written down "Mero., as it sounds in English. See "American Historical Magazine,''· 
Vol. I., pp. 80-n2, 1896. 

' 7Bancroft, "History of United States," Vol. II., p. 95. 
' 8Parker, "The Cherokee Indians," p. 7. 
4:iHale and Merritt, "History of Tcnnes~ee," Vol. I., p. 35. 
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THE CREEKS. 

. The Creeks,-or )luscogees, as they are called,-dw·elt in 
north Alaba.1na and in north£last )Iississippi along the Ten
nessee River.:;0 They "rere not onlv the inveterate enemies 

~ L 

of the Cherokees, but also of the pioneers. It ""as a short 
journey fron1 their grounds do,vn the Tennessee River and 
across to the Fl'ench Lick neighborhood, ""here they "rould 
attack Robertson~s colony. After a raid on the Cun1berla11d 
settlers, their chiefs in long "peace talks" ""'ould accuse the 
Cherokees of making the attacks, and after the Cherokees 
"ronld invade the settlen1ents, they in like manner ,vould blame 
the Creeks. The settlers ""ere thus betw·een t,vo fires most 
of the time. 

THE CHOCT.A "·s. 

The Choctaw·s lived in low·er central ~Iississippi, and did 
not exert much influence on the pioneer history of Tennessee, 
though ""e find them mentioned occasionally in the early 
records. Neither ""ere th~ Seminoles in southern Georgia, 
Alabama and northern Florida of much concern to the early 
settlers of the State, not"l'ithstanding that they ,vere con
siderable trouble to the -United States authorities after the 
. ,var of 1812. 

CAUSES O~., FRICTIO:X. · 

'rhe principal cause for complaint that the Indians had 
· against the pioneers . ,vas the steady encroachment of the 
··"rhite race upon· their lands .and hunting· grounds.· It is the 
old story ·of the. survival. of the fittest,. and the Indian was 
gradually pushed south,vard and ,vest,vard before the home
steaders. . . Of course, in their retreat the Indians burned, 
ravaged and 1nurdered. The ,·anguard of the hon1e-seekers 
al"rays felt the furv of their attacks. In the earlv eighties .., .... ... ,_ 

Scolacntta,-or, as he ,vas called by the "·hiteR, '·Hanging 
~Ia""',"-,vith about sixty other Chickamauga51 Indians attack
ed a sinall party of surveyors near the Cumberland settlement 
and " .. onnded them, taking the supplies "·hich the "'bites left 
in their hurried escape. After John Peyton, the leader of the 
party, learned that it ·""'as_ ''Hanging. ~Ia""" '\\~ho. had made 
the attack, he sent him ,vord· that · he could keep all of the 
·~upplie·s,- except the_chain. and compass, "l'hich he would like 
to haYe back again. "Hanging l\fa:w" replied: 

r.ocarrett and Goodpasture, ''History of Tenne:-!ice.'' p . .!i. 
~1:\ small dh-i<,ion of the Cherokee race. 
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"You, John Peyton, ran away like a coward, and left all of your 
property. As for your land-stealer-I have broken that against a 
tree."=-2 

There is no doubt that the Indians sufl\-'l'ed constantly 
from the bad faith of the "·hitPs. It "·as ilnpo~sible for the 
authorities to enfo1 re the p1•oyhdo11s of the treaties. ,Yhich 
they made in good faith.. Unsci-npnlous tra<lers~ hunters and 
adventurers often killed the Tudiau~, when theY n1et the1n . 
singly or in sn1a] I bands. took their horses and even robbed 
them of their fnrs. .And the ItHlians conl<l not distinguish 
betw·eeu isolated, irresponsible indh·idnr:.1~. "·ho injured them~ 
and the "·hites "'ho "~ere trying to live at peace w·ith them. 
The store at Tellico Block-house "~as especially unpopular. 
)Iajor Ore himself "Tote G oYernor SeYier in 1798: 

"Tellico Block-hou~e is particularly offensive to a great number of . 
the influential men of the nation. They say that the goods sold 
there are old and rotten, hardly bearing a second washing, and that 
they receive but a small price for their skins.m, 

The Indians held nll the wh ih•~ l'P~ponsihle for the sins of a 
fe\\~. ..A. ,vhite "~as a "·hite ! 

On the other hand the innnigl'ants con1ing; in for the pur
pose of establishing ho1nes and building up institutions of 
culture in this "~estern "~or1d felt that the lands should be
long to those "·ho conld best use them for future generations. 
In the ,yords of l a1nes l{obe1·tson. "The God of creation and 
providenre never desi~ned these rich and beautiful lands to 
be given up to "ild beasts and savages: ther are to be the 
home of Christianitr and civilization." the thought that ,vas 
in their hearts "'.'as expressed. Robertf,:on's friend~ Isaac Bled
soe, said: 

"If we perish here, others will con1e to avenge our death and ac
complish the ,vork we have begun. They will find our graves or our 
scattered bones, and tell to the age that we deserved a better fate_m, 

HORSE·S'l'EALIN(;. 

It is sui<l that a trn<lcr fro1n V"irginia~ Cornelius Doughtery, 
introduced horses an1oug th~ Cherokees, and, learning the 
advantage that a n1onntcd n1an possessed oYer one on foot, 
the lntter took to stealing the anitnals of the settlers.:;:; The 
horse ,yas one of the greatest assets of the early colonist. 
,vith it he transported his packs of furs, supplies and goods; 

r,:Gilmorc, ".\dvancc Guard of \Vcstcrn Civilization," p. 89. 
MOre to Sevier, Sc,·ier's Letters, :\lay 31, Ii98. 
~•Gilmore, ".\dvance Guard of \\'cstern Civilization," p. 50. 
MHale and Merritt "llistGry of Tennessee,'' \'ol. I., p. 35. 
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,,'ith it he w·ent fro1n station to station on the paths and 
trails before the roads w·e1·e opened; ,vith it he ploughed 
and tilled his gardens and corn-patches, and dragged in fro1u 
the ,voods the logs for his cabins, barns and stockades. With· 
out his horse he " .. as seriously handicapped. Thomas Sharpe 
Spencer, the early pioneer "·ho lived most of the winter of 
1778 in a hollo,v tree north of the Cnn1berland settlement, was 
killed near Crab Orchard, Tennessee, in 1794, by the Indians, 
who "·anted the goods and pack-horses "·hich he was bringing 
over to Aliddle Tennessee. In 1786 Lardner Clarke brought 
ten pack-horses laden with ,vares from Philadelphia to open 
a store on the Cumberland. He had " .. oolen goods, calico, linen, 
etc., and used as a medium of exchange corn, skins and salt.~6 

,vhen the small colony on the Bluffs,-now N asln·ille,-ran 
out of powder in 1780, l{obertson made a trip through the 
rough ct>untry by ""ay of Bledsoe's Lick of about three months 
up into Kentucky and brought back a horse loaded with ammu
nition. ~7 

The stealing of horses " .. as not all confined to the Indians, 
as the settlers stole from the Indians and fro1n one another. 
In the courthouse of Jonesboro, Tennessee, are many old 
court records like the f ollo'\\"ing, made ,vhen Washington 
County w·as still a part of North Carolina: 

"At a Superior Court of Law begun and held for the District 
of Washington in Jonesboro the 15th day of February, Anno Domini, 
1790, and in the 14th year of American Independence. Present, the 
Hon. David Campbell, Esquire, Judge. 

State of North Carolina vs. Jno. Wilson and Jas. Fulsom, who by 
the jury are found guilty of horse stealing. Being called to the bar 
and asked what they had to say, why sentence agreeable to law 
should not be passed upon them, they say nothing. 

It is therefore ordered that the said Jno. Wilson and Jas. Fulsom 
be confined in the pub lick pillory for the space of one hour, and 
that each of them ha'Ve both their ears nailed to the pillory and 
severed from their heads. That they receive at the publick whipping 
post thirty-nine lashes upon their bare backs. wen· laid on, and that 
each of them be branded upon their right cheek with the letter H 
and on the left cheek with the letter T, and that the sheriff of 
Washin1?ton County put this sentence into execution between the 
hours of twelve and four this afternoon."55 

In n1any of these old courts the sentence for horse-stealing 
'\\"as death, and there are a great many such sentences on 
record ; also several pardons. that "rere issued by Governor 
John Sevier a little later, when the new State "ras forn1ed. 

~11 Roosevelt, "Winning of the \Vest." Vol. II., p. 326. 
Elliott, "Early History of Nashville,,. p. 224, seq. · 
67Bledsoe's Lick is now Castalian Springs, about 35 miles north of Nashville. 

118"Acts of North Carolina," February 15, 1790. Archives at Jonesboro, Tennessee. 
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Most of these tloeullleuts are on file in the urchi\"es at the 
State Capitol. The se,·erity of the penalties reveal to us the 
heinousness of the crime. 

J an1es Robertson deman<led a declaration of ,var against 
the Creeks and Cherokees of the first territorial legislature, 
w·hich met at Knoxville in Feb1·uarr, 179!, because~ he said, 

"Since the Treaty of Holston (1791) they have killed upward of two 
hundred citizens, without regard to age or sex, and stol~ at least 
two thousand horses, which at a moderate calculation are worth 
$100,000.0o.ma 

The follo,viug letter, ,v1-itten by J. ,Yilliams, evidently one 
of the officers at Fort Blount, from w·hich the letter "·as 
" .. ritten, gives us nn idea of the Indian's love and desire for 
horses, even ,vhen he feared to kill the people o"rrtlng them. 
Fort Blount "·as one of the early forts on the upper Cumber
land in l\Iiddle Tennessee, and John Sevier, to w·hom the 
letter " .. as "rritten, had just been elected the first governor of 
the new State. The letter reads as follo,vs: 

"Sir:-
I make no doubt that you have heard repeated complaints of 

horses stolen by the Cherokee Indians on the Cumberland Road this 
faul. These complaints, I have reason to believe, are not without 
good grounds, as people have frequently been obliged to apply here 
for assistance to bring their families and property out of the wilder• 
ness, and I am informed that there is as many as three waggons on 
the mountain stopped by the loss of horses, supposed to be stolen, 
and that in the absence of the owners of one waggon, there came three 
Indians and took several blankets from the women that were in the 
waggon. Travellers complain heavily at such injuries as many of 
them feel, and that the perpetrators are allowed to escape with im-
punity. There has been application made to me for n1en to go to some 
camp on or near the road to demand and take such horses, as were 
known to belong to white people, which -request I did not comply 
with, nor shall not without your approbation, but in my opinion it 
could not be attended with any bad consequences, as might have 
attendency [a tendency] to deter them from similar transgression 
for fear of the consequences-, knowing men were kept here, as a 
gu3rd to the travellers.r-0 

On the other hand, this letter, "·ritten July 19~ 1796, from 
"Cragfont"01 by J arnes Winchester. 02 sho"·s the otl1er side of 
the picture. It, too. is addressed to Gove.rnor Sevier at 
Knoxville: 

"Some time last week a Mr. Casselman and Campbell went to an 
Indian camp at a place called Black Fox's Camp83 and stole several 

EnGilmore, "Advance Guard of \Vestcrn Ch·ilization," p. 277. 
60Sevier's Letters, December 13, 1796. 
c1Sce page 121. 
62Charter member of first Territorial Legislature, February 24, 1794, Knoxville, 

and officer in the War of 1812. 
63Rutherford County. 
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horses. The Indians pursued an<l overtook them and actually catched 
Casselman and brought him into Nashville. General Robertson re
warded and sent the Indians away well satisfied. This is truly a 
mark of the pacific disposition of the Cherokees, having spared a man 
that they caught in the act of horse stealing." 

T,Yo other letters to Go,yernor Sevier in 179G, one from 
East Tennessee in April and the other fron1 Nash ville in 
,June, bear upon the same subject and sho\\r different aspects 
of this Indian problem: 

"This moment application was made to me from three young men, 
to wit, ivlr. Robert Henderson, John Burd, and John Fill ups of Little 
Pigeon River. The same young men started to the spurs of the 
Smoky Mountains in search of some horses supposed to be in that 
raing, and in search of said horses on west fork of said river, was 
fired on by a party of Cherokee Indians. William Henderson re
ceived a ball through the sleave of his hunting shirt and burd 
received one in the boddy of his, but neither of the young men was 
hurt. They killed one of the Indians and shoot the second in his· 
brest, but is not sencable if he is ded. thay got sum ammunishun and 
one gun from the Indians. Thay suppose the place whare the 
scrimmage toock place to be twenty-five miles from the fork of the 
Little Piggion River. Thay suppose thare wasn't less than ten or 
twelve of the IndianS'. Thay say that those Indians was painted 
purfictly black, and that the one that they killed was "Sour Mush." 
Mr. Burd says that h~ knew him for some time back. They say 
that there is a number of horses in that raing, sum of them is ruff 
shod.c• This is what I could understand from the young men on 
their return from the mountains. I have noe more to add.85 

' 
This letter "'as signed by ,J a1nes D. Puckett. The follo,vin~ one 
·was signed by Elijah Robertson and dated June 1, 1796, at 
Nashville: 

"I an1. informed that your Excellency has received information 
that an Indian chief by the name of Sour Mush was assassinated on 
Big Pigeon. It is offered by some and contradicted by others. It is 
a matter deeply interesting to t\lis country, as many of us have to 
spend this summer in the woods. Your good sense ,vill dictate to you 
the disposition of the Indians to take every care in the most obscure 
manner. You, Sir, will greatly oblige me to favour me with a letter 
to inform me of the certainty of it. I mean why we want to be in 
the woods, we want to resurvey our lands, as the former marks are 
wearing out fast. The inhabitants of this country should be glad to 
see you on a visit."c1 

A number of the Sevier Letters contain references in regard 
to stolen ho1·~e~. In f'aet. it ~een1s to he the favo1·ite the1ne 
,vhich provoked correspondence ,vi th the Governor, and a 
close second ":-as co1nplaints in regard to the other depreda
tions of the Indians. There are son1e fron1 the Indians, many 

MThe Indians di<l not shoe their horses. anrl it was therefore a simple matter 
to i<l"ntify animals that ha(l hcen secured from the whites. 

iiuscvicr's Letters, State .\rchivcs. 
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fro1n the settlers, and so1ne fron1 the Indian agents. The 
follow·ing are fair san1ples: 

"Knoxville, Aug 31, 1796. 
Last Sunday evening some villains stole from Mr. John Kain's 

custody three of the Chickasa·w horses, and there is reason to suspect 
Andrew Scott, John Scott and one Donelson ..... Grant us author
ity to pursue and send four mounted militia to be paid by the United 
States Treasury. I've offered $100.00 reward. 

David Henley, Agent to the Chickasaws.', 

'rhen foll<nYs, on Septe111her :~. 17HH. Go,·e1·11or SeYier's proc
la1nation frou1 .Jonesboro, "~hel'e hp happened to be at that 
time: 

"There ,vere stolen three horses from John McKain's plantation 
in Knox County belonging to Chickasa,v chiefs on their way to the 
President of the United States. I have sufficient reason to be
lieve that Andrew and John Scott and one Donelson have taken the 
same and I request all to aid and assist in recovering the same."~!} 

"Nashville, Nov. 25, 1796. 
An eight yeaT old horse of mine was stolen, and I have reason 

to believe by the Indians. I followed his tracks to the Tennessee 
River to one of their old crossing places. I shall thank your Excel:
lency to malre it known to· the Sup't of Indian Affairs at Tellico 
Block House.''c.-

.A de~cription of the horse follow·s:t and the letter is signed 
hv Abram 1\Iartin . ., 

Tl1is letter fro1n I~aac ,John~on of Davidson Count~·. dated 
November 26, 1796, sho""s that the horses " .. ere brandeil, as 
there ,vere few· fences and range close to the houses was 
limited: 

"I understand that the Indians has brought a number of horses 
into Knoxville, and my son and father-in-law lost some. They were 
branded JK and D on the near shoulder and buttock."a., 

The following letter from ,villiam Dever of Nashville, 
dated December 20, 1796, is of the sa1ne character: 

"The horses designated in the inclosed paper as being the prop
erty of Willian1 Dever were described and given in last spring to 
Governor Blount by Robert Reid, and we are informed that the Gover-

. nor sent the description to the Indian nation by Mr. Chisolm, and 
l\Ir. Chh~olm hearing of horses of the same description with some 
others which he demanded, obtained but before he left the nation, 
they were stolen from him. Some of the chiefs finding them out, were 
sending them back to 1\1:r. Chisolm. when a party waylaid them and 
killed the greater part of them. This is the information we have 
received, and therefore think it is scarcely worth ,vhile to make appli-

11
•1Proclamations of tl:c (';O\·crnors of Tennessee, 1i96-18.w, State Archh·c:-. 

Iii',\ famous hlock-hnusc ~nmc miles south of Knmn·illc. the site of seycral famnt1s 
conferences bct\\'ccn the white~ and Cherokees. · 
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cation to the Indians for the recovery of our horses. We hope your 
Excellency has it in your power to obtain indemnification for us for 
the loss of our property _,,,H 

The Indians ,vould also steal slaves, and any other thing 
that happened to be loose and that they could put their hands 
on. And some negroes, of course, w·ould escape from their 
master~ and flee to the Indian country. Traders, trappers 
and settlers ,vere supposed to have permission from the gov
ernor or Indian agents if they intended crossing over into 
the lands belonging to the Indians. Sevier granted a good 
many passes, but nu111bers of persons paid no attention to 
the law·. The follo"1ng per1nit, issued bJ GoYernor Sevier 
in October, 1796, ·gives \1s the form of these passports: 

"Permission is given Henry Morris of the District of l\1ero to 
pass and rep ass to and from the Cherokee N aUon to search for a 
negro woman, Mary, and her two children, taken from and belonging 
to the estate of Ziegler ."118 

ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERNl\lEN'TS. 

The Government at Philadelphia. ,vas very anxious to re
main at peare '"ith the Indians, and those in authority, like 
G-overnor '\Villiam Blount at Knoxville and General J a1nes 
Robertson, leader and Indian agent at Nashville, ,vere generally 
bet,veen two fires, for President ,,rashington and the Secre
tary of ,var ""ere constantly urging the cessation of hostil
ities and the reduction of expenses in the defense of the fron~ 
tiers, while the settlers were steadily encroaching on the In
dian lands, breaking the treaties, and forcing them to fight 
in violation of their ,vord. Notwithstanding the fact that 
the settlers w·ere depriving the Indians of ,vhat they con
sidered their land, they insisted that the United States Gov
ernment before 1796,00 and the State of Tennessee after that 
date, protect them from Indian a ttacks.70 Such people were 
ahvays anxious to fight the Indians, and w·ere bitterly opposed 
to the efforts of Blount at I{noxville, of Sevier, his successor, 
and of Robertson at Nas1n~n1e and of the Federal Government 
at Philadelphia to appease them and prev·ent the ,vhites from 
attacking them. One of these "citizens" of Middle Tennessee 
sent an. anonymous letter to James Robertson in the sum
mer of 1792, "rhich reads as f ollow·s : 

"I was much surprised when I heard of your wishing to stop 
Captain John Edmonson from going against the Indians with a 

68Sevier's Letters, State Archives. 
611Tennessec became a State l\tarch 28. 1 796, President \Vashington signing thr

bill June 1, I 796. 
T°Colrar, "Life of .:\nclrt'w Jackson,'' \'ol. I.. p. 56. 
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volunteer company in order to retaliate for the damage they are 
daily doing us, but hearing it generally reported in the country, that 
it has always been your endeavor to stop all of those that wish to 
do good to their country and damage to the Indians, I must 
join with those of my countrymen, and wish Edmonson great success, 
and you gone hence and a better n1an in your room." 

This letter is signed by "A Citizen of Mero District."71 

If horses ,vere ta.ken from the Indians and they could 
not recoYer them, they "ranted the State or Federal Govern
ment to pay for them. If they w~nt to Philadelphia to see 
their "Father ,vashington" 011 authorized business, they again 
expected, not only pay for the expenses of their trip, but 
substantial gifts besides. After James Robertson became agent 
to the Chickasa,vs and Chocta"~, he had a good deal of this 
pacifying to do. In .A.ugust of 1795, Governor ,villiam Blount 
"~rote him as f ollo,vs from Knoxville : 

"Your letter of the 12th inst., was handed to me by Judge Mc
N airy.12 You say that six Chickasaws have this instant stepped in 
after some horses, which were stolen from them by some people 
from the Natchez country, and that the people who stole them, live 
some of them at Fort Pitt and others at Kentucky ..... One way or 
another they will have to pay. You will therefore ascertain the 
value of them ais near as possible, and give orders to the purchas
ing agent at Nashville, ·who I understand is Mr. John Overton," to 
pay for them, provided the price of no one of them is to exceed $50.00, 
as the people ,vho stole them, live so distant from this country and 
only passed through, I fear few or none of them ,vill be recovered.'"' 

TRE. LAND QUESTION. 

This letter from Silas Dins1nore, the Indian agent to the 
Cherokees, dated at Tellico Block-house in November, 1796, 
is for the purpose of informing Governor Sevier as to the 
people who ,vere settling on the Cherokee lands in defiance of 
the treaties: · 

"You are doubtless acquainted with an act of last session of Con
gress. . . . to preserve peace on the frontiers. By my instructions 
from the honorable Secretary of War, I am required to report to 
you all offences, which come under the purview of the aforesaid -act 
. . . . offences are from the best information I can get very numer
ous. Multitudes of people already are settled on the Cherokee lands, 
north of the Clinch and on the borders of the Tennessee, among 
which near this post are the following:" 

(A long list follo,Ys.) 

"The object of the law appears to have been to convince the Chero-

11"Robertson's Letters," Yot. I., July 10, 179.2 • 
• 721\fcNairy came to East Tennessee with Andrew Jackson, 1788, tater was Di~-

trict Judge of Tennesee until his death in 1832. 
Allison, "Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History," p. 5. 
-.:ioverton came into Tennessee from Kentucky, 1804: Later founded '.\femphi~. 
7'"Rnbertson's Letters," Vol. I., August 24, 1795. 
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kees that their rights should be secured if they ,vould remain at 
peace.ms 

In 1797 J a1ncs 11ohe1-t80H \\Tote to GoYernor SPYier in 
the same Ye.in, p1·otesting against a eertain "Cox settlin~ 
on the bend of the i:renuessee RiYet· and causing blood to flo,v." 76 

In obedience to a ref)uest fron1 Goye1·11or SeYicr, Silas llins-
1nore, in November 1797~ sent hiu1 a list of persons residing 
in the Cherokee ]ands n11<l not natiYes of the countrv. The ., 
list includes about sevent~- persons a1ul giYes their occupa
tions and nationalities: 

3 Negroes 
4 Scotch 
8 Dutch 
5 Spanish 
1 Irish 

20 Traders 
2 Tailors 
2 Blacksmiths 

1 Cowboy 
1 Cooper 
2 Idlers 
3 Hirelings 
1 Buyer of stolen horses 
1 Servant 
2 of worst character. 

· Several Spaniards, names unknown.-;u 

The Indians, of course, resented this encroachn1ent on 
their lands, and they sent many "peace talks" to Robertson, 
Blount, Sevier, and even to President ,vasltington at Phila
delphia. Very fe,v of the Indians could "'"rite. ~lost of the 
half-breeds had acquired s1nall vocabularies fro1u the· ,vhites 
and could talk fairly ,vell, and a fe,v chiefs had picked up 
a little learning at the forts nnd agencie~. It is said that 
even Alexander lfcGi11ivray, as shrewd and clever a8 he -
,vas, could ,Yrite very little, although his Scotch father placed 
him at one time in a mercantile business in Savannah.1

• 

These t,vo letters from Chickasaw· chiefs, in A.pri1, 1797, 
to Governor Sevier, reveal some of the feelings of the Indians: 

"My Friend and Brother, 
As you are the greatest in your quarter and I a1n a beloved mau 

in my nation, though not so great as you, I hope you will befriend 
us, as you are placed there to protect our rights. In the talk we 
received from the President, he assures us our rights will be protect
ed by the Government of the United States, as The King, myself 
and. all the head men of our nation ,vas present. I am like I had 
been asleep and just awolre, and no,v I begin to see into everything. 
Now when you receive this talk. can't forget me take good care of 
this. as you are to mind everything. Take care of me also and my 
country. I can't desire you to take care of me·. in particular, but 
to take care of your own people and keep a good eye over them. My 
reason for this is your country is getting very full of peopfo.'18 

75Sevier's Letter~. State :\rchi"e<:. 
711Sevier's Letters. 
71"Nineteenth .\nm1al R<'p•wt nf Hure:111 nf .\mcrican · Etlmnlugy," 1Soi-98, Part 

T .. p. zto. · 
76"\Volf's Friend" to ScYi<'r, ·se,·it·r':- Letter,.;. 
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:My beloved Friend and Brother, 
My desire to you is to take pity on me and keep your people at 

home and don't suffer your people to intrude on our lands. When 
a bird flies and goes ahead, commonly .men will follow. That is ir.y 
reason for talking to you as I do. My reason for mentioning this is 
if we should get mixed together, we can't live as friends and brothers 
ought to do."·0 

The follo"·ing letter, dated i\Iarch. 4, 1797, is from John 
,Yatt.8, a half-breed chief of the Cherokees, ,vho, in 1792, 
had 1nade pledges of friendship to Governor Blount and then 
led a co1nbiucd force of Crt~eks and renegade Cherokees against 
Buchanan's Station. near Xashville. The letter "·as w·ritten 
at Tellico Block-house, "·hich ,vas often the common meeting 
ground for the Cherokees and the seat of government at 
I{noxville, and it ,vns received b~y Sevier the next day: 

"Friend and Brother: 
I have just received your talk. It has been a long time on the 

way . . . The seventh person of my people has fall en since the talk 
of Governor Blount ~t this place. though it has not altered my dis
position for peace, as it is my greatest wish to live in love and unity 
with the whites, and to have our young men brought up together. 
Brother, this is tantamount to the talks heretofore held by me to the 
Secretary of V{ar and the President. I further observed that I was 
convinced it was not the ,vish of then1 or myself to go to ,var, but 
,vas afraid that the lawless men living on our lands and the frontiers 
,vould be the occasion of all mischiefs. Brother, I have been on a 
long journey, and while at Philadelphia, received very different talks 
frcm you. You observe that there are but a handful of us and in 
consequence of your superiority in numbers, suppose you have a 
right to do as you please. I ,vish you ,vould talk to your people, and 
not suffer them to c1·oss the river Tennessee to survey our lands, cut 
and spoil our timber and commit depredations they constantly do. 
You further speak in a very threatening manner very different from 
the talks I have heretofore received. I have done everything in my 
power to find out the persons that it is said done the mischief on 
Clinch River, and am confident that it was not done by any of my 
people. What I have said is with coolness and deliberation and I 
further assure you that my greatest wish is to live at peace and 
friendship with the white peopp!e.""'1 

The na111e of ~John ,Yatt~ appears n1any thnes in the rec
ords of Se,·ie1-. Robertson and Rlonnt. and though he w·as 
"~ounded at the attack on Buchanan's Station in 1792, · he 
lhJed for n1an:v ~years and n1ade frequent visits to the posts 

. demanding gifts. In 1799 Go,·ernor Se,·ier sent to Landon 
Carter81 an order as follow·s: 

"Pay John S1nith $25.00, it being for a rifle gun I purchased front 
hin1 and made a present of it in behalf of the state to John Watts, a 
Cherokee chief, and this shall be your warrant.''~1 

•:!"The King'' to Sevier, Scvicr's Letters. 
soscvier's Letters, State .\rchives. 

"
1Landon Carter, Treasurer for ,vashington and Hamilton Districts, 1 j96-1800. 
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Four years before this Governor Blount had ,vri tten from 
Tellico Block-house to the Rev. Joseph Dorris at Knoxville, on 
his ,vay to Nashville with several families, of the assurances of 
peace of "John Watts," "The Bloody Fello,v," "The Double 
Head" and "Otter Lifter" and other chiefs of the Cherokees : 

"You with the families with you may pass on your way to Nash
ville the wilderness from Southwest Point [Kingston] to Bledsoe's 
Lick [now Castalian Springs] without a n1ilitary escort ,vithout the 
least apprehension of injuries at the hands of the Cherokees or 
Creeks. . . • Assurances have been given by the heads of the lower 
Cherokees lower towns in northern Georgia here · present."s: 

Because of the dangers from the Indians on the Cumber
land Plateau-called the ""\Vilderness-people coining from 
Virginia and North Carolina through the more thickly set
tled East Tennessee Valley w·ould w·ait until a good party had 
assembled at Knoxville or South,vest Point and then proceed 
up the Emory River, across the plateau and do,vn the Cum
berland to Bledsoe's Lick and thence to Nashville. 

After the T,erritory South of the River Ohio hecame the 
State of Tennessee, in 1796, store-keepers, tavern-keepers, and 
individuals who had furnished supplies for the militia, expe
ditions, etc., sent in their bills to the new· Government. Here 
is a letter from Ha,vkins County asking for pa~y for articles 
furnished by the writer for an expedition against the Indians. 
After congratulating Sev1.er on his election, he says: 

"I wish to inform you that in the year 1788 there was an expe
dition went against the Indians, known by the name of l\1artin's 
Campaign, at which time myself and others supplied the men with a 
quantity of provisions, Mr. Samuel Doak83 acting as Commissionary 
Captain, Joe Caffree and others as deputies under him. We have 
received nothing as yet for said provisions, but are told that the 
Assembly of North Carolina refuses to pay for them. . . . I am old, 
infirm and unable to ride far from home, therefore, Sir, I hope you 
will be aiS feet to the lame and eyes to the blind."84 

,,1nether this money was paid or not does not npvear. There 
seems to be no warrant on record for the treasurer to make 
any payment. The tendency ,vas to discourage these small 
unauthorized expeditions against the Indians; not to pay 
for them. If this campaign took its name from l\Iajor JoReph 
Martin of Sullivan, he must have gone along or organized 
it, and he "'"as the leader that took a company of men from 
his country to join the King's liountain expedition at Syca
more Shoals. 

On the second day of .. A.pril, 1792, James Robertson took 

""Robertson's Letters,0 Vol. I., October I I, I 795. 
83Samuel Doak, See p. 137. 
MT. Caldwt>U to Sevier, JulJ 
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oath before Judge licXairy, one of the judges of the ceded 
Territory South of the Ohio, that the follo,Ying account that 
he had "ith the United States for articles furnished the In• 
dians ,, .. as correct. He w·as a bl'igadier-general at that time, 
and w·as authorized to nu1ke such accounts as he ,Yas also 
the Indian agent to the Chickasaw·s and the Secretary of ·,var 
w·ould honor his accounts. · 

To 1 Horse, Bridle and Saddle furnished the Chickasaws 
on their ,vay to the President ....................... . 

To 1 Horse, Bridle and Saddle ditto ..................... . 
To 600 lbs of beef at $2.00 per hundred for Indians on 

h . t · . G 'l S . 1 . ~ t e1r way o Join en inc air ..................... . 
To 10 bu of Corn and Meal ditto ....................... . 
To 320 lbs of Pork at $3.00 per hundred ditto return ....... . 
To 10 lbs of Powder for ditto ........................... . 
To 1 Rifle Gun furnished a Creek Chief sent to this country 

under recommendation of Alexander l\lcGilvray"6 
•••••••• 

To 7 lbs of Powder for ditto and some others of the Nation .. 
To 20 lbs of Lead ditto ............................... . 
To Mending Guns ...................................... . 
To 3 Blankets furnished Chickasa,vs on their way to Presi-

dent at $4.00 ............. , .......................... . 
To 350 lbs of Beef, ditto ................................ . 
To 12 yds of Linen at 1 ¼ ..............................•. 

1 ¼ yds of Cloth at 2½ ............................. . 
1 Pen knife 1/2 and Thread ½ ......................... . 
1 Tin Cup and Looking Glass ........................ . 
1 Horse, Saddle and Bridle .......................... . 

On the same paper are three i terns credited, viz .. 

$55. 
50. 

12. 
2.50 
9.25 
7.50 

25. 
5.25 
5.00 
2.00 

12.00 
7.00 

15.00 
3.14 
1.00 

.75 
55.00 

Credit, 1 Horse received from John l\i!cN airy, Bridle and Saddle 55.00 
" 1 Ditto received from Charmick Courtney . . . . . . . . . . . . 50.00 
" 1 Ditto " " Mr. Deaderick~1 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • 55.00 

In the same year that the above account " .. as made, Go,·
ernor Blount sent fron1 Knoxville to Robertson a n1emoran
dum of gifts from the Indians, looking for,vard tow·ard a fa
Yorable treaty "ith them at Nashville. The list is as follows: 

Gifts to be given the Creeks and Chickasaws in presents in the 
proposed treaty at Nashville the ensuing summer: 

50 Good Rifle Guns for the Mountain Leader [Opiomingo] and 
those who joined General St Clair's army and some other 
chiefs. 

1000 lbs of Powder 
2000 lbs Lead 

500 Three point Blankets 
500 Two and a Half do. 

ti:iEvidently St. Clair's disastrous defeat north of Cincinnati, 1791. 
• 

86 ~IcGillivray, a rich and capable half-breed Creek Indian; a Tory in the Revolu-
tion; made an agent by the United States and also by the Spanish. Died in 1793. 

Bassett, "United St~tes History," p. 265. 
"Nineteenth Report, Bureau of American Ethnology," Part I., p. 210. 
8
'" Robertson's Letters," Vol. I., March 28, 1 792. 
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500 Two do. 
100 Pieces Blue Strouds 
500 Y ds Calico 

1000 Y ds Linen 
1500 Y ds Lincey 

100 Pieces Binding, Blue red and yello,v 
50 Suits of cloth and hats for chiefs 

1 Piece of good scarlet, leggins etc., and needles and thread 
500 Scalping Knives _ 

These I recon1mended to be sent from Philadelphia except the 
powder and lead, and those articles I count on obtaining either here 
or at Cumberland. 

\Yhether the ,var Departinent at Philadelphia agreed ,vith 
Blount in regard to the list 01· not, ,Ye do not kno"r, but in the 
same month another list "·as sent 1nuch like the above for gifts 
to the Chickasa ,vs. It incl udecl : 

500 Stands of arms 
2000 lbs of powder 
4000 Flints 
4000 lbs Lead 
1500 Bushels Corn 

50 lbs Vermilion 
100 Gals Whiskey'l!I 

GUNS AND A:\Il\IUNITION. 

Both of these lists include rifles, po,v-de111 and lead, and one 
even n1entions scalping knives, for at this time nothing ap
pealed to the Indians like ar1ns and ammunition. It seems that 
the Governments, both at l{:noxyille and Philadelphia, "~ould 
ha Ye hesitated to· place in their hands such ready ,veapons 
to use against the frontier w·hites. But the~e "~ere sent to 
Rohin8on at X ashYi1le for u8e an1011g the Chickasa,vs against 

. the Creeks, " .. ho had been planning a can1paign to extermi
nate the Cu1nbe:rland settlers. The supplies had been sent, 
too, in response to a request of the ":\fountain Leader," ,vho 
had asked Robertson for "so1ne ,vhisky, as it is good to take 
at ,Yartn.lks/' and so1ue salt, corn aud tobacco. Along with 
the flat-boat Rohert~on 8ent an armorer and a small brass 
s,,·ivel, "·hich did Yaliant service at Log Tow·n, in ,vest Ten
nessee-the largest Indian Yillage.in the Chickasa,v country
w-I1en the Creeks. t,Yo thousand strong. attacked it some time 

, '--,. 

later. 80 

11iro ,Yas follo,Yed in 17nl by Carondelet, w·ho inflan1ed 
the Cherokees against the ,vhite:-;, eYen sending Spanish agents 
an1ong the Indian tribes, telling them that Spain " .. as to 

. control the Sonth"Test and that the pow·er of the United State:; 

fl-'l"Robertson's Letters," Vol. I., April 27, 179.2. 
1111Ciilmorc, "Advance Guard of \Vcstern Civilization," p. 265, seq. 
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w·as to be confined to the area east of the Appalachian lloun
tains. ,vhen new·s reached Carondelet that Robertson had sent 
a "little piece" to the Chicka~a"·s, he at once sent ""ord to the 
Spanish n1inister at Philadelphia. anrl "~rote the following 
letter to Robertson at Nashville: 

"I feel nevertheless the greatest concern in persuing the letter of 
Mr. Portelll),J on account of the measures taken• by you to agree to 
the request of the Chickasa,v Nation, sending to them at the same 
time a little piece, which although small is an arm too dangerous in 
the hands of the Indians, to whom its knowledge and practice ought 
by both nations, Spain and United States, to be carefully concealed, 
as has until now been observed.'m 

Robertson, realizin~ fnlly the extent of the duplicity of 
the Spaniards, an8\\"ere<l hhn fro1n Xnshville, agreeing "ith 
his sentiments and saying that the JJiece "~s sent to the 
Chickasaw·s as "1nerely an effect of an effusion of friendship 
for then1 in consequence of their faithful adherence to our 
interests and in vie"· of the fact that they ,vere at war with ., 
the Creeks, our constant and inveterate enemies." Robertson 
also insisted that the affair "9'as his own and "must not 
he charged on our G-eneral Government, to w'l1ich application 
,vas made for several morp~ "·hich "·as refused." Philadelphia 
"pas after peace, and HO "·ns Governor IJlount at Knoxville, 
and they did give to the Indians n1any "1·ifle guns" and much 
am1nunition. in the hopes that the '·peace.talks" and promi~es 
of the Indians ,vould really 1·esult in peace along the fron
tiers. Blount. in a letter to Hohertson, Rays: 

"George Augusta will not be put off without a rifle. Therefore he 
must have one. You will purchase a good one on the best terms you 
can and deliver to him. taking the proper voucher for the purchase, 
and I will pay for it."!l:! 

George Augusta "·as a Chickasaw·. 

President ,vashington called some of the chiefs to Phila
delphia and conferred w'ith them relative to keeping the peace. 
These returned ,vith their cxpen~e n1one~· and handsome pres• 
ents. and ""hen the nP,vs of their good fnrtune spread around 
among the ea.nips, all of the ""arriors ,, .. anted to go to Phila· 
delphia, and 1nany did atte.n1pt it. The Secretary of ,var ,vas 
afraid to clismiss these n1nvelcon1e visitors snn1marily, but 
did not fePl like pa~·ing their expense~ out of depleted na• 
tional treasurY, hence Jetter~ like this one ""ere sent to Gov-•- , 

ernor Blount, and he, aftel' pern8ing the1n, \\""Ould in turn 
send them on to Robertson on the Cumberland : 

90Thomas Portell, Spanish Commandant at New :\1adrid on the Mississippi River 
above Memphis. _ 

111"Robertson's Letters," Vol. I., ).lay 21, 1 793. 
112"Robertson's Letters," Vol. I., April 4, 1 793. 
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"Six Indians, Chickasaws and Choctaws, have strolled to Phila
delphia without an interpreter or guide, and we cannot tell the ob
ject of their journey, except that they might expect to be clothed 
and to receive presents. They have been clothed and furnished each 
with a rifle gun and accoutrements and are this day to set off in a 
wagon for Staunton (Va.) with a conductor. From thence I expect 
the letters I have ,vritten to Capt Alexander Gibson and Robert 
Dou that, Esq., will procure another conductor, who will be supplied 
with money -to support the Indians to Knoxville, traveling on foot 
from Staunton. This circumstance, I suppose, may not be pleasing 
to them, but though I would wish to avoid giving disgust, I am 
desirous of discouraging such irregular and unauthorized visits, and 
I must request you, as far as lays in your power to prevent them. 
I would therefore have sent these six back with only their clothing, 
but they manifested so much uneasiness, I gave them the rifles and 
now they appear perfectly satisfied.''!':! 

'rhe aboye l~tter is sig;netl h,Y 'l'in1othy Piekering, dated Jan
uary 20, 1796, and marked "free," ,vhich means that these 
official letters often ""ere carried bv the travelers and horse• . 
men free of charge. 

Secretary of ,var, Knox, three or four years before, had 
had his troubles "1th the Indians, as many of the old records 
clearly sho"·· He, too, ""rote to Governor Blount and the 
Ind.ian chiefs urging peace and economy in the protection of 
the frontier8. The letter that follo,vs, dated at Philadelphia 
April 24, 1793, and written to the chiefs and ""arriors of the 
Chickasa,vs, sho"·s that Knox, after trying to placate them 
until he had gro"rn tired, had almost reached the limit of 
his pa tie nee: 
"Bros, 

Your father, General Washington, President of the United States, 
has understood through Governor Blount that you are greatly in 
need of arms and amn1unition and corn, and therefore, he has taken 
the earliest opportunity of proving to you his friendship and the 
desire of being serviceable to you. It is his earnest desire to be at 
peace with all the Indian tribes, and he recommends the same measure 
to you. Nothing but the most dreadful necessity will justify a state 
of war. Such necessi.ty however sometimes exists, but peace is al
ways to be sought for with the greatest eagerness upori the first 
opportunity. The United States has endeavored to persuade the 
hostile Indians to a peace from motives of kindness to them, and not 

· from any apprehensions as to the final results of war. On these 
grounds a treaty with the Indians north of the Ohio is to be held 
at Sandusky in a short time. If they listen to the dictates of justice 

, and moderation, they will make peace, but if not, they will be made 
to repent their persisting in hostilities. Although the United States 
is slow to anger, yet when once roused their ,vrath will be destructive 
to their enemies. Your father, General Washington, will continue to 
love and cherish you and if requisite, he will supply you further with 
articles necessary to your galvation, and for which you will apply to 
the general of the army at F<;>rt Washington.''~ 

113"Robertson's Letters," Vol. II., January .20, 1796. 
""Robertson's Letters," April .24, 1793. 
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'£IU-JATIES. 

There ,vere almost fifty treaties made between the Indian 
tribes south of the Ohio and the "rhites, from the treaty 
of "Hard Labo1··· in 17'18, ln· "·hich the boundaries between 

' ~ 

the Cherokee hunting ground!i; and South"·est Virginia "rere 
defined, to the final removel of the Indians in 1835 from the 
section about Chattanooga to their ne"· home "·est of the 
Mississippi. These treaties and agree1nents ,vere made be
t\\·een the settlers and the Indians, bet"·een the Indian agents 
and the Indians, bet,veen the Territorial and State Governors 
and the Indians and bet"'"een the TJnited States Government 
and the Indians. l\Iost of them ""ere over the land question, 
and in almost half of them land "--as actually ceded to the • 
whitcs.9 :; 

The Indian chiefs alw·ays came to the fort, or place of 
appointment, accompained by a large number of ,varriors. 
All expected· to be fed and all "'"anted presents. ...i.\.fter one 
of the treaties "rith the Chickasa,vs, in 1805, concerning land 
north of the Duck Rh,.er in ~fiddle Tennessee. Secret.a.rv of , ~ 

,var, Dearborn, after exantlning the accounts. ,vrote to Gen-
erel James Robertson: 

"Among other extraordinary articles for an Indian treaty may be 
noticed raisins, anchovies, cinnamon, nutmeg-pickles, etc., amounting 
to nearly $200.00." 

The commissioners said : 
"When Indians eat, they eat indeed; one Indian can eat enough 

· at one meal to last him a week." 

The tJreaties given below: aI"e the 1nost important one 
that deal with cession of land.Po 
1 1770 Treaty of Lochabar: Between Virginia and the Cherokees. 

The Indians ceded a small strip of the upper Watauga 
Valley. The purchase was negotiated by John Donelson. 
It marks the first settlements on the north banks of the 
Holston. 

2 1775 Transylvania ·Purchase: Between Richard Henderson & Com
pany and the Cherokees. Large sections of land contain
ing seven or eight counties of Tennessee north of the 
Holston and Cumberland rivers and large grants in Ken
tucky bought from the Indians for $50,000. in merchandise. 

3 1777 Avery's Treaty: Between the Cherokees and Virginia and 
North Carolina. The Watauga Valley purchases were 
confirmed .. 

4 1785 Hopewell or Hawkins Treaty: This was the first federal 
· treaty with the Cherokees. A semicircle of land south of 

Fort \Vashington was on ·Manhattan Island. 
1115Garrett and Goodpasture, "History of Tennessee," p. 129, seq. 
~AU treaties, 1785-1819, are given in full in Scott's "Laws of Tennessee," Vol. 

II., pp. 807-650. 
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the Cumberland, with Nashville in the center, wa·s pur
chased for $1311 worth of merchandise. 918 Cherokees 
attended. 

5 1791 Treaty of Holston, or B~ownt's Trreaty: Between Blount for 
the United States and the Cherokees. The Holston and 
Noli Chucky river valleys were bought for $1000. This 
treaty was ratified by the United States Senate. 

6 1798 Treaties of Tellico: Between the United States and Chero
kees. Set the price of stolen horses at $60.00. Lands in 
French Broad and Clinch River valleys were bought for 
$5000. and an annuity to the Indians of $1000.00.97 

8 1805 Chickasaw Session: Between the United States and Chicka
saws. Land north of the Duck River (mouth) and east 
of the Tennessee River boug.ht from the Indians for $22," 
000 and an annuity to the chief of the tribe. 

9 1805 Third Treaty of Tellico: Between United States and Chero
kees. Large tract of land ,vest of Cumberland Plateau on 
head waters of Clea:r Creek, Emery River and Caney Fork 
was secured for $14000 and an annuity of $3000. 

10 1806 Dearborn's Treaty: Between Secretary of War Dearborn 
and the Cherokees. A tract of land south of the Duck 
River, and Long Island in the Holston River was bought 
for $10000, a. grist mill, a cotton gin and an annuity of 
$100 for the chief Black Fox. 

11 1817 Jackson & lltfcMinn's T,reaty: Between Andrew Jackson, Mc
Minn and Meriweather and the Cherokees. Portion of 
what is now Marion County ceded to United States for an 
equal area west of the Mississippi and merchandise to 
each waTrior. 

12 1818 Great Chickasau.,' Session: Between Andrew Jackson and 
Isaac Shelby for the United States and the Chickasaws. 
The United States bought land from the Indians between 
the Tennessee as it flows northward and the Mississippi 
River for $20000 each year for 15 years, and some small 
sums to individual Indians. 

13-15 1819 Calhoun's T1reaties: Between Secretary of War Calhoun 
and the Cherokees. Lands lying north of Tennessee River 
near Chattanooga and McMinn County and some small 
minor tracts (not shown on map) were bought by the 
United States for money to be invested in schools for the 
Cherokees. This was the last land in the State owned 
by Indians, except the "Hiwassee District" ( 16 on the 
map) and two other little tracts ceded by the Overton 
Treaty in 1823. · 

16 1835 Final Treaty of Removal: Between .the United States and 
the Cherokees. This treaty confirmed the cessions of all 
lands east of the Mississippi to the United States for the 
sum of five million dollars and 15 million acres of land in 
the Indian Territory. · 

These cessions covered a period of sixty years and in
cluded lands in Tennessee~ Virginia, Kentucky, Georgia, ... i\.la
bama and l\ilississippi. The cessions included in the State 
of Tennessee are sho,Yn in Hie 1nap on page 37. 

"Havwood. "History of Tenner~e,'' p. 33, seq,. 
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1. Treaty of Lochabar, 1770. 
2. Transylvania Purchase, 1775. 
3. Avery's Treaty, 1777. 
4. Treaty of Hopewell, 1785. 
5. Blount's Treaty, (Holston) 1791. 

6, 7. Treaty of Tellico, 1798. 
8. Chickasaw Session, 1805. 

9. Treaty of Tellico, 1805. 
10. Dearborn's Treaty, 1806. 
11. Jackson & McMinn's, 1817. 
12. Great Chicasaw Session, 1818. 
13-15. Calhoun's Treaty, 1819. 
16. Treaty of Removal, 1835. 
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:XlJ:.\lBERS OF 'l'HE 1:--;DIANS. 

It has been hard to detcr1uine the exact nun1bers of the 
Indians before they ,v-ere Rhut up in reservations. 'rhe bound
aries of the separate tribes w·ere constantly shifting, and 
there "~ere ahvays large nu1ubers of Indians ,vho " .. ere more 
or less independent of the "!'"e11-establishecl nations-like the 
Ohickan1augax, that law le~~ ban<l of 1·t1nt~ade-s, ,vhieh · "·ns 
made up of the disaffected and irresponsible "~arriors of the 
Cheroltees, Creeks and Chickasa"'s. These "!'"ere, like running 
,vater, difficult to esthnate. A.ccording to Roosevelt,08 the 
southern Indians " .. ere 1nore ntunerous than those of the North
w·.est~ ,vere less non1adic and confined 1nore to definite lo
calities. They grouped together in tow·ns and villages of log and 
bark houses, and the. Cherokees even had "~ell-built and for
tified to,vns, ,vith the council houses and large common meet
ing houses of logs. All of the early histories of Tennessee 
n1ention the destruction of the Indian to,vns of "Nick-a-.. Jack" 
and _"Running ,vater" bJ Ore and Brown in 1794. These to,vns 
""ere located in northeastern Alabama, 8outh of Lookout J'f oun
tain~ There ,vere several more on the Tennessee River be
t,veen Knoxville and !Inscle Shoals, and many 1nore on the 
Little River in eastern Tennessee. Such names as Coyatee, 
Tellico, Chilhow·ee and Tallasee w·ere given to villages on 
the Little Tennes~ee, and Chicka1nauga, L'ittle 0"~1 To"'11, 
Bull 'ro"·n, .Turkey To,vn nnd the High To"rer in northern 
Alaba1na ",..ere qnite typical. The Indian "~as hard to corner 
on the trails and ""ater-courses, for lie " .. ould flee in to the 
deep "roods and the cane-brakes, but attacks on his town, 
,vhere his " 1omen and children were living, "rould speedily 
bring hiin to the block-house of the settlement begging for 
peace, and the pioneers soon learned this fact. - They ""'ould 
have he.en "·iped out sooner had it not been for the con
stant urgin~ of peace by the Philadelphia Government. 

: The total 11n1nber of the fiye tribes has been estimated at 
about se,~enty thotu-mnd sonls ... Font· Indian commissioners, 
experts in' Indian affairs, Ha,vkins, Pickens, l\iiartin anil l[~
Intosh~ in a letter to the President of the Continental Con
gress, Decemlwr 2, 1785,°~ give the total number of gunmen 
at fourteen thousand and tw·o hundred, and say that "at a 
moderate calculation" there nre four times as many others 
as gunmen . 

. A.t the close of the I?evolutionar·y ,var the, Cherokees pro
bably nun1bered about twelve thon~nnd.100 PJames A.dair, a 

:»&"\Vinning of the \Vest." Vol. I., p. 51. 
llllSenate Documents, Thirty-third Con~res;.;, Second Sc:,;sion. 
tOO"Winning- of the \Vest," Vol. T ., p. s r. 
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trader and resident in the Indian country, gives in 1775101 

the number of Cherokee ,\·arriors us about 2,300, and multiply
ing this nun1her by fonr wonld gh·e us a total of nine thousand, 
h,·o hundred souls. 

The Chicka:-:a WR in weste1·n 'feunessee \\·ere the smallest 
of the southern ti-ibes, numbering onlr about four thousand.101 

Pickens, II,nvkins, )Iartin and :\Iclntosh estiinate that they 
had eight hnndred "·arriors. but others place their numbers 
at less. 

The Chocta,v8, living: south of the Chickasa,\·s, had a popu
lation of t,\·entv thousand or 1nore. .,Adair estimates that ., 
there "·ere four tho1Jsand "·n1-riors and H,nvkins that there 
w·ere six thousand. The figures of Adair~ sa~·s Roosevelt, 
are probably 1nore nearly correct in this case. 

The Creeks, or M uscogees, ,yere very likely the most numer
ous of all of the southern Indians. There " .. ere about twenty 
thousand of then1, in addition to seven or e,ght thousand of 
the Florida branch, called Se1ninoles. These fi~ures are given 
by Pickens and Ha" .. kins and confirn1ed by the Indian reports 
of the United States Governn1ent. Governor Sevier w-rote in 
1798: 

"The Creek Nation is composed of about seventeen tribes, yet they 
do not the whole of them amount to five thousand ,varriors. I men
tion this about the Creeks because they kno,v it to be a fact.mo-.? 

101Adair, "History of American Indians.'' p. :..?.!i. 
10:?Sevier to George \Valton and John Steele, United States Commissioners to 

the Cherokees. Sevier's Letters. 
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CH..\PTl~H 11 I. 

'rHJ;: POPULA.'flON ..:\ND 1~ .. A.l{LY GO\rEH~)IEN'fS
.A ,rEXFES OF • .\PPHOA.CII 

'l'here wete t,Yo natural high,vaJ·~ of approach into virgin 
'fennessee. One "·as by \Yay of the l\Iississippi River, ,vbieh 
the early Frend1 used on their journeys and in establishing 
their long line of forts bet,veen the St. La,vrence and the 
(¼1eat Lakes region and the Gulf of ~Iexico. The SpaniardsJ 
too, coming up fron1 Florida and the hnv·er gulf countries. 
used this great "avenue," both of these l'aces anticipating 
the arrival of the British, "·ho before the .A.merican Revolu
tion ,vere busy establishing and developing their Anglo-Saxon 
institutions east of the .A~ppalachian harrier. ,vhen the An
glo-Saxons did con1e into Tennessee, they used the seco~d 
~reat "·way,'' or approach, ,vhich leads do,vn the Shenandoah 
\ ... alley to the head-,vaters of the Holston and ,vatauga l'ivers, 
and fto1n there on into the Ea~t Tennessee v·aney. 

It is connnonly thou~ht that ]Je Soto and his n1eu in 1f)4\). 
reached the l\Iississippi River at the Chickasa,v Bluffs103 (l\1em
phis), and "·e like to belieYe it, although "·e cannot prove it 
definitely. The different accounts given by four of his party 
seem to generally ag1·ee in thPir descriptions of the place 
,vhere tl1e arn1y first can1c to the river. Judge Young. after 
a careful study of the 01·iginal sotn·ces, says: 

"Comparing the four narratives . . the facts seem to be that 
De Soto came upon the to,vn of Chisca where the great n1011nd was, 
and still remains, which was near the wide river with a forest be
tween ... and finally pitched his camp under the bluff ... near the 
n1outh of ,volf River.,,.04 

THE 11'UB~Cll. 

It is known that La Salle also stopped on his \\ .. ay to or 
from the gulf at the Chickasa,v Bluffs, claiming the country 
for France and building a fort in 1GS2,104 and it is certain 
that Bien,·ille and other Frenchn1en landed there in the early 
part of the eighteenth c-entury. In fact, Bienville n1ade two 
or three unsuccessful attacks on the Chickasaw· towns in 
the neighborhood of the lo,ver " .. olf River, and the journal 

103Ramsey, Annals of Tennessee, pp. 1 i•JS. 
10•J. P. Young, History of Memphis, p. 29, Seq. 
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ke}Jt l,y one of his otlicers still exists. 10
=-· The French. then, 

probably built the first buillling that ,vas erected _bJ a foreign• , 
er ou the ~oil of Tennessee. Other French follow·ed, most of 
then1 trappers. 'fhey loaded their canoes ,vith paint, powder, 
blankets, beads and rum at the points lo,ver do,vn on the river:i 
-Xew Orleans or Xatchez,-and pa<l<l1ed up to convenient 
plaC'eK "·here they c0uld 111eet the Intlians and exchange their 
" .. ares for furs. 1.'hey " .. ere not after land, often married Indian 
girls~ killed little ganae and brought pl'csents, so their presence 
was not u1nveleome, as was that of the l~ngli~h. Coming 
fron1 the East, a F1enclunan by the na1ne of Charleville opened 
a store, or trading post, on the Cun1berland at the Salt Lick, 
or French Lick, as it ,vas afte1·,vards called,-about 1715,101

; 

and Timothy I>emonbreun, another trader, located per1na
nently at the same place about the n1iddle of the eighteenth 
centurv . .. 

The Spanish had secure<l a hold on ~..,lorida dui-ing the 
l:eyolutionary ,var, and cluiined ''"est Florida as far w·est 
as the ~iississippi. Spain endea,·ored to control the naviga
tion of that river, and entered into an agreement "·ith the 
Chickasa,vs, secuting pennis~ion to build a fort at the Cllicka
sa,v Bluffs belo,v the n1outh of the ,Y olf l{iver in 179:i. lJou 
CiaJoso de Lemos, the Spanish go,yernor of Louisiana, was in
strumental in accon1plishing thi~.10

i But the United States 
G-overn1nent clailned the entire east hank of the ~Iississippi 
Ilh·er above the thirty-first parallel. and when General lVil
kinson, co1nn1ander of the United States .A.rmy, notified the 
Rpanish to that effect, they "·ithd1·e,Y. leaving the port in the 
ha1uls of a fe,v .A.n1erican soldiers.111s .\fter this, Nie Spanish 
activities in Tennessee ,Yere confined to iuti-iguiug ,Yith nnd 
inciting the Creeks and Che1·okees to hostilities against the 
( 'umberland settlement. 

THE EASTERX APPROACH. 
'l'he second great avenue of approach~ the one in the east• 

<1rn part of the State, ,v·a~ used hJ· the .A.nglo-Saxon explorers. 
traders and settlers. 'l,hev came dow·n the Holston frou1 
,rirginia, and do,Yn the ,vatauga and Nolichucky fron1 North 
Carolina into the East Tennessee ,:ralleY. The British. iu ., 
175H. pushed do,Yn the valley to the head-,vaters of the Litjle 
Tennessee. thirty miles belo"· the present sit~ of I(noxvi1]e. 

105Claiborne, History of Mississippi. 
icflRamsey, Annals of Tennessee. pp. 38-39. 
tO':'Young, History of Memphis, p. 44. 
1011Claihorne, History of )fississippi. p. 1 i8. 
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und there built a strong fort within tire 111iles of the Cherokee 
town of Chota, about one hundred and fifty 1niles belo,v the 
w·hite settle1nents in southwe~tt~rn \:-irginia. They put t,vo 
hundred British soldiers there, antl na1ned it '"Fort Loudon,'' 
in honor of the com1nandei- · of the British Army in Virginia. 
But the Cherok(}e~ <lPstroyed it four years latc•r and nu1ssacred . . 
its ga1·rison.10t

1 
· 

[saac ShelhY. in hix ... Enrlv Tinw~ in 'f Pnnessee,'~ says: 
f..i , • . • 

"About 1771 several settlements were made north of the Holston 
River in that part of Tennessee which now includes the counties of 
Sullivan and Hawkins110• Some settlements were also made about 
the same time south of the river. Pioneers principally came from 
North Carolina. Although the country properly belonged to North 
Carolina, the settlers north of the Holston agreed among them
selves to adhere to Virginia and be governed by its laws, as much 
for protection against the Indians as against numerous bands of 
horse thieves and other marauders who infested the borders. The 
settlements on both sides of the Holston gradually increased by 
accession from immigrants, notwithstanding they were exposed to the 
attacks and inroads of their savage neighbors." 

EXPLORERS. 
Numberless parties of traders, explorers and huntel's en

tered the valley and i-onri1ed over its ridges, follo"·ing the 
"rater-courses and Indian trails, giving na1nes to the moun
tains, rivers and ,vind gaps.+ They 1·eturned ,vith glowing 
accounts of the fetti1e soil, abundant ga1ne, fine timber and 
rich pastures. ...i.\dair, fron1 South Carolina, in 1730; Boo~e, 
fron1 North Carolina, in 17G0; and ,van~er, from ,rirginia, 
in 1748, all made the1nseh·es fan1ous for their travels and 
adventures. rrhon1as ,valker gave to the river, the plateau 
and the gap the name '·Cu1nberlaud/' wllith they bear in 
honor of the Duke of Cun1herland. then Prilne ~Iinister oi 
England.111 Huute1·s like rl'ho1na~ 8harpc Spen~cl', ,vho lived 
during the winter of 1777 in a hollo,v trce11

:! near Bledsoe's 
Lick, Uriah Stone, ,vhose 11a1ne "·as given to Stone River, 
near Nashville, and I~aac Bledsoe, Casper l\iansker and John 
Holliday w·ere on]~r a fe"· of the many daring "Long Hunt
ers,'' who, before the elo!-ie of the Revolution entered Tennes
see for fur~ and a<lventnrP. hoth of "·hieh they found in 
nhundance. 

But ,vhile the explorers 1nay discover and later advertise 
a new· count1·y, and the trappPrR 1nny blaze a trail and 1nark 
out the "rays of approach~ the real pioneer is the ilnmigrant 

109Ramsay, Annals of Tennessee, pp. 51-85. The Story of Old Fort Loudon, 
by Charles Egbert Craddock, should be read. 

Bancroft, History of United States, Vol. IV., p. 341. 
110Draper l\ISS., 11DD 8.:?, l\ladison, \Visconsin. 
111Garrett and Goodpasture, History of Tennessee, p. 47. 
tt!!ffaywood. History of Tenn'!ssee, p. 95. 
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who is seeking to build a home of his o·wn, clear a,vay the 
forest, till the soil, and see his child ten become a part of the 
rapidly gro,ving settlement in the new· world. His " .. orld is 
,vhat he makes it, regardless of "~hat George and Louis 
lay do,vn as la,v. .Autocracy does not Hourish in a pioneer 
land ,vhere a man's "·01·th to the connnunity is measured, not 
by an ancestral name, but by his imtnediate usefulness to his 
fello\\? pioneers. He must be a real asset to the community, 
if he remains. 

SCOTCH-IRISH 

Of ,these adventurous pioneers entering from the east 
from Virginia and North Carolina, the majority belonged to 
the Scotch-Irish. Their names are English and Scotch. 
Campbell, McNairy, Carter, Robertson, Rhea, Allison, Donel
son, Blackburn, ~lcMinn, Ra.1nsey, Hume, E,ving, Anderson, 
Smith, Blount, Russell, \Vhite, Overton, • .\.very and Jackson 
are names most of which originated in the Btitish Isles. The 
old court records of "'ashington County contain in the jury 
lists scores of such names as Rose, \Vilson, Fulsom, Bell, Hall, 
Henry, Gentry, Haynes, Nash, ,valker, O'.Neal, Jones, Lewis, 
Spencer, Love, Hughes, Asbury, ~lcKay, Putnam, Arn1strong, 
Ste,vart and Glascow.113 These ,vere good English and Scotch 
names, and it is seldom that one finds a Teutonic one like 
Steiner or l\1ansker, and even the Latin ones like De l\1on
breun, 1.14 Sevier and La Sal le are expectional and most of 
them brought in from the French settlements on the Ohio 
and i\Iississippi rivers. '1,he Scotch-Irish "·ere clannish, yet 
ever seeking something better; liberty-loving, yet dogmatic 
and intolerant, and ,villing to leave their land or be perse
cuted rather than change their strong convictions. Th~y 
were Presbyterians, many of . the1n, opposed to Episcopacy 
and Roman Catholicism and the last people to snbsc1ibe to 
the doctrine of the divine right of kings.11:; 

·After 1768, by the treaty of Ft. StanwL~, the Indians 
agreed to grant to the English all the lands bet"reen the 
~rennessee River and the Ohio, and thus gave a good excuse 
to these land and home-seekers for crossing the mountains 
and settling in the new·ly opened territory. 

Turner 8avs: .. 
~As the Ohio Valley as a whole was an extension of the lipland 

South, so the Upland South was, broadly speaking, an extension 
from the old Middle Region chiefly from Pennsylvania. The society 

113Acts of Washington County, North Carolina, ti88. 
mne Mont Breun. 
1t:1Roosevctt, \Vinning of the \\rest, Vol. I., p. 168. 
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of pioneers, English, Scotch-Irish, Germans and other nationalities, 
which formed in the beginning of the eighteenth century in the great 
valley of Pennsylvania and its lateral extensions, was the nursery 
of the American back,voodsmen. . . . A ne,v section had been created 
in America . . . less English than the colonial coast and still differ
ent from the conservative Anglicans of the Southern Seaboard ... 
the Scotch-Irish Presbyterians with the glow of the covenanters, 
deeply responsive to the call of the religious spirit, and a fertile field 
for tillage by such democratic sects as the Baptists, Methodists, and 
the later Campbellites."u11 

Phelan speaks of the I>rotestant Seoteh-Irish coining to 
V'irginia and settling along the Blue Ridge l\Iountains, on 
the banks of the Poto1nac and in the Shenandoah Valley, and 
then pushing southw·ard till they "poured o,·er the mountains 
into 'fennessee and over a thin skirt of l{entucky."117 Roose
velt savs that "the dominant strain in the blood of the back-

"' "·oodsmen was Scotch-Irish, though they w·ere of mixed race, 
descended from Scotch ancestorJ ,vho came originally fron1 
both Io,vlands and highlands, fro1n among both the Scotch
Saxons and the Scotch-Celts. i\Iany of then1 ,vere of English, 
a fe"r of French Huguenot and quite a nu1nber of true old 
Milesian Irish extraction. 118 

Tbe Scotch-Irish predominated, but were not the only 
settlers in the "Over ~fountain Country ."110 .Afte1· they had 
cleared the way, others followed ; Huguenots, like Sevier and 
Lenoir, Germans and I>utch who had filtered down fr-01u 
Pennsylvania~ S" .. edes fro111 Dela"·are, and many pure English 
from Virginia and the Carolinas. But, as Roose,~elt clearl)· 
points out, these hardy itnn1igrants knew few· lines of dis
tinction and separation. They fused into co1nmunities, bound 
together by the necessity of defense and the convenience of 
ecouo1njc relations. Their linguistic uniformity and geographi
cal contiguity, together, "'"ith the love for political indepen
dence inherent in the1n and developed by the pioneer con
ditions,-for the "wilderness breeds democracy ,"-made pos
sible in 1796 a commonwealth, "the first erected out of a ter
ritorv of the United States"120 and the first of the ne,v- ,vest-• 
ern '·Over ~fountain States" to he udn1itted to the TTnion. 

1111Turner, The Frontier in American History, pp. 164-165. 
1lTPhelan, History of Tennessee, p. 216. 
118The Blount, Sevier and Robertson Letters show among the rolls of militia and 

in their corre~pondence the names of O'Neill, Shea, O'Brien, :Mahoney, Sullivan, 
O'Connel, Maguire, Drennan and McNairy. 

Roosevelt, \Vinning of the West, Vol. I., p. 104. 

Skinner, Pioneers of the Southwest, page 6. 
1u1The term "Over Mountain Men" was commonly used on the eastern side in 

ithc Piedmont and coastal i.cctions, and applied to men west of the Blue Ridge 
Mountains. 

nDGarrett and Goodpasture, History of Tennessee, p. 1z7. 
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EARLY (il)\"f~UNllE~'l,~ 

'I.1i1c territory ,vithiu the boundaries of the present State 
of Tennessee has been 1,artially or ,vholly nuder six for1ns of 
government : 

1. Watauga Association .......................... . 1772•1777 
'} -· 3. 
4. 
5. 

. 6. 

Washington County, N. C ....................... . 1777•1784 
State of Franklin .............................. . 1784•1788 
Washington County, N. C . ....................... 1788-1790 
Territory South of River Ohio ................. . 1790-1796 
State of Tennessee ............................ . 1796-

W AT.A.UG.A • .\.SSOCIA. TIO:N 

l\tlr. Phelan opens his history w'ith the sentence: 

"The history of Tennessee as a distinctive individuality begins ·with 
the erection in 1769 of William Bean's cabin, near the junction of 
the Watauga and Boone's Creek, in East Tennessee, or, as it was 
then, in the western part of North Carolina." 

The people tbat follo,ved came, many of them, from Wolfs 
Hill,-no,v .A.bingdon, V"irginia,-dra,vn by the fine lands to 
the south, and many others across fro1n North Carolina, do"·n 
the Nolichucky River, because of the harsh measures of the 
royal governor, Tryon, of that colony.1

:!
1 These ,,...lrgiuia and 

North Carolina citizens lived, adn1inistered their· la"·s, es
tablished their courts and laid their penalties upon evil-doers 
according to the le~al systen1s of their parent States. There 
are 1nany of their old court reco1·ds yet available in the court
house of the old town of Jonesboro, Tennessee. Judge Allison 
tells us that according to these records the first session of court 
in this region ,vas held in a log cabin belonging to Charles 
Robertson122 near Jonesboro, ,,r ashington District.123 This 
court levied and collected taxes, regulated the civic life of the 
community and punished evil-doers in no uncertain terms. 
The tax dodger ,vas made an example of. Note the follow
ing, which is a copy fron1 tl1e ol'iginal act passed in ,Jones
boro, August 8, 1779: 

"Be it ordered that the Sheriff collect from William Moore four
fold, his taxable property being appraised by the best information 
that John Woods, Jacob Brown and Jonathan Tipton, assessors, could 
obtain." 

Of course, the above sun1 "·as to be paid in Continental 1noney, 
which ,vas considerably belo,v par in the year 1799. 

This- court also fixed prices as follo,vs, it being "war 
times:"-

1:.>tPhelan, History of Tennessee, p. 3. 
1::::Rrothcr of James Robertson. 
;::::February =• I 778. .\llison, Dropped Stitches in Tennessee Hi:story, pp. .z.:-40. 
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"Diet eight shillings; lodging one night. good bed and clean sheets, 
seven s. six pence; rum, wine or brandy, three pounds, four s.; 
toddy per quart and spirits of rum therein, eight s.; and so in pro
portion; corn or oats per gallon, four s.; stabledge with hay or 
fodder, twenty-four hours, four s.; pasturage twenty-four hours, 
two s.; cyder four s. per quart; bear (beer) per quart two s.; whis
key per gallon, two pounds.' 

In Scott's Law·s of ~orth Carolilla and early Tennessee, 
we find the follo"ing ht"· e1uH•tpd in the J·ea r 178-! : 

"Whereas a settled revenue is necessary for the n1aintenance of 
the governor, judges of superior courts, and the other officers and 
persons, be it the ref ore enacted by the General Assembly of North 
Carolina that from and after the first day of January next, the 
following duties, impositions and taxes be collected and accounted 
for in manner hereafter pointed out and directed: 

For every writ or leading process returnable in the 
superior court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 s. 

For every writ or leading process in any county court 5 s. 
On every marriage license . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 s. 
On every ordinary (tavern) license (annually) . . . . . . 2 pounds 
On every deed recorded in any court . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 s. 
On any grant issued or entry hereafter made when 

registered . . . . . . . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 s. 
On every pack of playing cards brought into the State 8 s. 
On every box and dice kept in a tavern or by any per-

son for the purpose of gaming (annually) ....... 10 s. 
For every billiard table (annually) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 pounds 
For a general license to an attorney to practice in the 

county courts . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......... ; . . . . . . . . . 5 pounds 
On every wheel carriage for pleasure, per wheel .... 10 s. 

Every stallion the sum demanded by the owner for service." 
"All goods imported into the State for the sake of trade shall 

pay the same duties as goods imported into this State by water, 
provided that no planter or farmer bring goods for sale under the 
amount of twenty pounds at any one time shall be considered under 
the purview of this act.'"21 

The settlers gradually filled the upper East Tennessee 
,ralley, pushing across the Holston on the west and dow·n to
,vard and belo,v Knoxville and ,vhat is now Blount County. 
The tiine of the people " .. as ,Yell occupied in raising small 
erops, defending then1seh·es against the Indian attacks and 
looking after the economic an<l political interests of the 
~ett1ements. 

FR.A:NI{LIX 

By the beginning of the year 1784 there were probably 
several thousand people in the East Tennessee Valley. A 
census of Governor Blount's in 17!11 sho"·ed a population of 
over thirtv-six thousand in the territo1·v, and onlv seven 
thon~nncl ; .. ere in the Cun1be1·land !'-:ettlen;ent. _.\lthougl1 the 

1~•L::ws of Tcnr.e5;e,e, Scctt•~ Edition, Vol. 1., p. 3::>4. 
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ter1·itory wa~ eousidered a pnl't of North Carolina, and the 
inhabitants "·ere apparently living under North Carolina 
la"~~ the,· "·ere sutl'erin°· a 0 ·ood deal fro1n Indian outra 0 es ._, .J ~ :--:, h 

and could get no l'edress or proteetion fro1n the parent State, 
as she had closed all land offices "·est of tl1e .Alleghanies and 
cede<l the tel'ritory to the lTnite(l ~,tates in 178-1~ provided it 
should be aceepted "·ithin t,vo years. This act of cession 
\\·as l'epealed later in the Jear. but not until a convention of 
u1l:.11 had n1et at Jonesboro and appointed con1missioners to 
tlraw up a constitution to be adopted at a later meeting. 'rhi~ 
eonstitution was adopted c:.u·ly in 1785 in a 1neeting held at 
Gl'eene,·ille, in Greene County, aud the 11a1ue of Franklin was 
chosen for the ne,v State, as an honor to Benjamin Franklin 
of Philadelphia. The boundaries of the State ,vere des
cribed. including fifteen counties of ,'.'"irginia, six of ,vest 
,:--irg.inia, one-third of I~entucky, one-half of Tennessee, two
thirds of .. Alabau1a and 1nore than one-fourth of Georgia.1::r, 

Provision "·as 1nade in the constitution of the ne,v State for 
· 1nost of the legal aud political requircn1ents of a fl'ontter 
comn101nvealth. The1 e was annexed a bill of rights, guaran
teeing religious liberty and the right to hold ollice, provided 
one "·as a Christian and believed in heaven and hell, the 
Bible and the Trinity. lJniversal suffrage ,vas guaranteed 
to all freemen, and provision ,vas made for the "Pro1notion 
of Learning in the Count, .. of ,v a~hington/'1:.!G 

' .. 
'l'he General .A.sse1nhly of the new State, n1ceting on )Iarcli 

31, 178n, at Greeneville.--'·"·hieh "·as the fhst legislative body 
that eyer 1net on the 8oil of the State of Tennesseet1 :!• pas~ed 
t !:p fnllowing hnY: 

"And act for levying a tax for the support of the government. An 
act for ascertaining which property in this State zhall be deemed 
taxable property, the method of assessing the same and collecting 
public taxes. It shall and may be lawful for the aforesaid land tax 
and all free polls to be paid in the following manner: 

Good flax linen 1000 at three s. and six d. per yard; 900 at three 
s.; 800 at two s. and n d.; 700 at two s. and six d.; 600 at two s.; 
tow linen, one s. nine d.; linsey three s.; woolen and cotton linsey 
three s. six d. per yard; gocd clean beaver skin six s. ; cased ottar 
skins six s.; uncased ottar skins five s.; racoon and fox skins one 
s. three d.; woolen cloth ten s. per yard; bacon well cured six do. 
per pound; good clean tallow six d. per pound; good clean beeswax 
one s. per pound; good distilled rye whiskey at 2 s. and six d. per 
gallon; good peach or apple brandy at three s. and six d. per gallon; 
good country made sugar one s. per pound; deer skins, the pattern 
six s.; good, neat and well managed tobacco fit to be prized that 

1~5Allison, Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History, p. 3, .• 

mRooscvelt, Vlinning of the \Vest, Vol. III., p. 186. 
i=1Heiskell .• \ndrcv, Jackson and Early Tennessee History, \"ol. I., p. 4.:!. 
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may pass inspection fifteen ~- the hundred, and so in proportion for 
a greater or less quantity.m:s 

The h1,v of l◄"rankliu nuule fifteen Hhillings of current 
1110ney equal to t,vo dollars and a half. The governor re
ceived t"·o hundred pounds per annn1n, judges of superior 
court a hundred and fift,'r 11oun<ls per annu1n, all salaries tu 
be paid by the trea~urer, sheriff or collector of public taxes 
to any person entitled to the su1ne in specific articles as col
lected. and rates allo,ved Ly the State for sa1ne, or in current 
1none.v of the State of Franklin. There w·as one provision 
for paying the salaries of officials in 111ink skins, and the 
1nonev can1e to he called "111ink-skin 1nonev/' but there "·as 
alwa~~s a ready 1narket for skins. as the b,iyers were coming 
in constantly fro1n the Ohio country on the north and the 
Rpanish settlements on the lower i\Iississippi. Skins sold at 
par~ which could not he suid of our earl~· Continental money. 

Bnt the State of Franklin "·as short-lh·ed. ,vashington, 
Snlliran and Greene counties, e1nuracing at that time most 
of East rrennessee, letl by their first goren1or, tl ohn Sevier~ 
constituted the real organization. although the boundaries of 
the new· State as suggested to the people by Colonel .A.rthur 
Can1pbell included considerable land in Kentucky, ,rirginia, 
• .\lahan1a and Geor~ia, and none in ,vestern Tennessee. Gov
ernor :\Iartin ,vould not recognize the ne,v State, which he 
considered a part of X ol'th Carolina in rebellion; neither 
would the Congress of the Confederacy at Philadelphia. The 
State of :Xo1·tll Carolina assessed taxes, and so did the State 
of Franklin, and tl1e veople not kno,ving "·hich to pa:y, refused 
to pay either, and no State can liYe ,vithout funds. When, 
therefore, the n1en1bers of the Franklin legislatul'e had setved 
out their term, and the tel'1n of Sevier, "·ho w11s ineligible 
for re-election, had also expired, the parent State of :North 
Carolina having made conciliato1·y adrante~, it \\·as an easy 
nwtter to drop back under the non1inal control of :North Caro
lina. The State of Franklin thus ea1ne to a peaceful end 
Parh· in 1788. 

UNl)EH XOR'fI-I C.-\HOLl~~\ 

1 >uring the year of the State of Franklin and those ilu
mediately follo,ving, there had hepn a steatly growth in popu
lation in )Iiddle Tennes~ee, as ,Yell as in the eastern valley. 
In 178~-~ it is estilnate<l that ,Yashington. Sullh·an and Greene 
counties contained u1n--.ards of eighteen thousand people, and 
that f)ayiclson had a population nt' about three thousand~ 

1~~lfaywood, Hi:atory of Tennc:S~ec, p. ! 63. 
R:nmay, Annab of Tennessee, p. ;93, Se•1. 



50 ECONOl\UC AND SOCIAL BEGINNINGS OF TENNESSEE 

four huutlre<l. 1
::H Uoveruor Hlonur H t·Pusus in the last pal't 

of 1795 sho\\·ed the same areas as containing respectively 
above sixtv-five thousand and ahnost tw·elve thousand.130 Sey . .. 
eral new counties had been f orn1ed. Since l)onelson had made 
his trip do\\·n the 'fennessee and up the Cun1berland, and 
Robertson his overland trip through Cun1berland Gap and 
do,vn the Cu1nberlund in the beginning of the eighties, North 
~arolina had established l)a\'idson County, in 1783, from 
,vhich Sumner Countv "'as established in 178H and Tennessee .., 
Countv in 1788.131 Bv the close of this Year there ,vere seven 

~ ~ ~ 

counties, ,vhich had been fotmed by acts of the North Carolina 
legislature, in spite of the "·ork of Franklin, ,vith its capital 
at Greeneville; \Vashington, Sullivan, Greene, Davidson, Sum• 
ner, Hawkins, Tennessee.1 ~~ They held county courts in pri
vate bo1nes and such buildings as they could find, and a very 
few years later made provision for stocks, jails and court-. 
houses in a definite county seat. 

~ 

The follow·ing act ,vas passed in Knoxville by the first 
General .. A.ssembly of tbe new State of Tennessee in 1796, being 
based on an older act 1,assed by the N 01·th Carolina legislature 
in 1779: 

"Whereas the Assembly of North Carolina in the year 1779 . 
passed an act to establish and lay out a town in Washington County, 
which act follows: 

Section 1. Whereas 100 acres of land at the place fixed on for 
erecting the court-house and public buildings of Washington County 
hath already been purchased by the commissioners appointed by 
law for the purpose of erecting a town thereon, and representation 
being made to the present General Assembly that the inhabitants 
of said county would be greatly benefited thereby, also to traders 
and artificers to have a town laid off and established by law on said 
land. therefore, be it enacted that a town be laid off, by the name 
of Jonesboro, and the follo,ving commissioners be appointed; John 
Wood, Jesse '\Valton, George Russell, James Stuart and Benjamin 
Clark.m33 

1-lere again ,ve find the l~nglish nan1es in these early re
eol'ds. 

f n 1784 the State of North Carolina estahlished ,vashing
ton j11<licial dif-itrict, ,vhid, eo1nprised the territory now em
hraeed in ''.renne~see, ulthoug·h the settlernent on the Cumber
land, kno,vn as Nashbo1·on~h,1 :;.i had n1anaged its o,vn legal 
1natters up to this ti111e. In 1788 this ,vestern district ,vas 

1:.'9Goodspee<l, History of Tennessee, p. 361. 
1::oActs of Territorial Assembly, November 28, 1795. 
111Scott, I.aws of Tennessee, Vol. I., p. 
i:l:!See Appc11dix. 
133.-\cts of First General Assembly of Tennessee, 1796. 
i.::4Named Nashborough in honor of Colonel Nash; became )1ashvillc m 1784. 
Phelan, History of Tennessee, p. 134. 
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t·ut ofY from the eastern and named the l\Iero District. \Vhile 
it inc·luded all of the middle and ,vestern parts of the State, 
the settlements were chie11y in DaYidson, Sumner and Tennes
~ee counties. 

lTNDER TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENT 

ln 1790 the State of North Carolina definitely ceded her 
lands w·est of the .AJlegl1anies to the new Federal Government, 
wllich had its headquarters at Philadelphia. A. territorial 
go,·ernn1ent "~as organized for the district which is now Ten
nessee, consisting of a go,·ernor,-William Blount,-and three 
judges. wl10 had their seats at I(noxville. Four years later 
the~e three judges gave place to a legislative council and a 
Hou!-:e of Repre~entatives~ and ,villiam Blount retained thP 
governorship. This Territory South of the River Ohio was 
nniler the direct supervision of President George "'\Vashington 
and his Secretary of "\Var. General Knox, of Philadelphia. 
Governor Blount and his three judges. ho"·ever, carried on 
tl1e local government and authori1.ed tile for1nation and or
J!anization of counties, county seats and courts, the adminis
tering of the laws and the levying of taxes. In November, 
1792. they authorized the different counties, of which there 
were nine. namely, ,vashington. Sullivan, Greene, Davidson, 
Rnmner, H aw·kins, Tennessee, Jefferson and Knox. to Pf\SS 

· laws levying- a tax not to exceed fifty cents for each• poll. to 
be nsed in the county seats for building or repairing prisons, 
stocks and court-houses. 

In 1794 l(noxville, which had been settled in 1787, laid 
out in 1791 by James "'nite, and na1ned in honor of Major
General Henry Knox, ,vas definitely established, with sur
veyed lots numbered one to sixty-four, by this territorial 
goyern1nent. In the same year Greeneville and Rogersville 
were also provided for. Commissioners were appointed in 
these towns to erect jails, eonrt-houses and stocks, and man
age their administration.1 :::; The follo"·ing tax rates were 
fixed for that year: 

Each white poll .............................. · . · · · · · · • 
Each black poll ..................................... · 
Each town lot .... \ ........................ • . • • • • • • • · 
Each one hundred acres of land ...................... . 

.12½ 

.50 
1.00 

.25 

The next year, 1795. the General .Assembly changed the 
rate somewhat, reducing taxable negroes from fifty cents to 
twenty-fiv·e cents, each tow·n lot from one dollar to fifty cents~ 
each one hundred neres of land from twenty.fiye cents to 

1:;sActs of Territorial Legislature, September :7, Ii94• 
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twe}ye and a half cents, and atldiug a tax on stallions kept 
for service of t"~o dollnrs each.1

::,: 

The fees all<l\YP<l hy the 1'eri-iturial .\s~titnhlv in J7H5 "·ere 
. . . 

as follows: 

"For indentures for binding out apprentices, including all 
fees for necessary service thereon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 

To sheriffs for every arrest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 
Each bail bond . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .25 
For pillorying a person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62 
Putting a person in the stocks and releasing same . . . . . . . . .60 
For imprisoning of felons or debtors or any other person, 

for each prisoner per day, for supplying one pound of 
wholesome bread, one pound of good roasted or boiled 
flesh, and a sufficient quantity of fresh water, and every 
other necessary attendance and keeping the prison clean .19" 

A constable received as hh,; fee five per cent connnission 
on all sales of execution, and thirt~·-three cents for "~hipping 
a negro by orfle1· of any court or justice of the 1)eac-e.1 ~s 

TENNESSEE A. ST.ATE OF THE UNION 

The General Assembly of the Territory South of the River 
Ohio by an act passed July 11~ 179n, at its second session at 
KnoxYille, ordered an enumeration to be 1nade of all free per
sons, excluding Indians~ not taxed of the territor:r. This 
was done by counties, the total population of the eleven 
a1nounting to 77,262, exelnsh·e of Indians and including over 
ten thousand slayes. .Accordingl~·, by an act of the United 
States Congress, signed hy George ,vashington ~June 1, 1796, 
Tennessee ,vas adinitted to Statehood. The ne,v constitutionJ 
which bad already heen <lra"·n up the prcrious ~:-ear and 
hased upon the one of North Carolina~ provided for a gover
nor~ eltictcd by the people for a period of t,Yo years, a General 
Asseu1bly of t"·o Houses, a treast1rer and a secretary of state, 
appointed by the General ... .\.ssen1bly, and "a judicial pow·er 
rested in such superior and inferior courts as the legislators 
shall fro1n time to tiinc direct/' 1."'he judges "·ere chosen by 
the General A.s~en1h1y, antl the judicial districts "·ere ,vash
in~ton, Ha1nilton and ~rero.1

:!n This constitution lasted for 
thirty-eight )·ears, being 1·Pplaced in lS:1-i by a new .. one, and 
under it the nu1nber of counties increased from fifteen to 
sixty-two and the population of the State fro1n about ci~hty 
thousan(l to n1ore than ~ix hundred and eighty~four thOl\:-
and.uo 

13~Goodspeed, History of Tennessee, p. 3:23. 
1t:Acts of Territorial Assembly, July 11, 1795. 
::SActs of Territorial Assembly, December t, 1795. 

1
::ti Phelan, History of Tennessee, p. 200. 

1rnE~ • , 1 . ~astm ., orris. Tennessee Gazetteer. p. 68. 
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CH.A.PTEI{ 1v·. 
THE 1'IILIT.ARY .A~IJ ECONO~IIC LIFE OF THE PEOPLE 

-DEFENSE 

Defense i~ a great ite1n in the life of a pioneer people. No 
~ettle1nent or nation can do ih~ be8t ,vork "·hile lh·ing under 
continual fear. In 01·de1· that a co1nn1unity may ~ro,Y. the 
peo11le 11111st feel their 8ecurity. 'l'hey n1nst have ~0111e leisnl'e 
time to devote to produc-tion a1ul eultlu·l~. l◄~yery reader of 
pioneer history is fa1uiliar "·ith the block-house, made of heavy 
logs notched at the ends and fitted closely together. They 
usuallr wel'e square and of t,vo stories, the upper one pro
jecting out over the lo,ver and having loopholes through ,vhich 
the rifles could be fired. Randall l\L E,ving, of l>avidsou 
County, Tennessee, "·rote tT. H. Giln1ore in 1888: 

"I saw the old block-house at Buchanan's Station before it ,vas 
pulled down. It was two stories high, the upper story extending 
over the sides of the lower about four feet, with portholes command-
ing the entrance." . 

'fhe cabins. themselves ,Yeie built in the san1e 1nanner, and 
were often grouped together and surrounded by a palisade oi 
logs stood on end and sharpened at the top. These great fences 
were fron1 ten to t,velve feet high, and ,vere ample protection ii 
the settlers w·ere on their guard at all. Often there "·ere four 
block-houses in a squate, one at each corner of the enclos~u-e 
eonnnanding the t,vo ~ides and f or1ning a :-,Ort of bastion fro1u 
which the inmates could keep the Indians from setting fire to 
the palisades. Mid,vay bet"·een these t"·o block-houses "·as a 
heaY)~ gate, wide enough for ,vagons and horses, and fastened 
by a chain. In one of the nigl1t attacks on Nashville an Indian 
warrior slipped his hand through the crack and, ,vorking loose 
this c-hain~ gained an entrance. The fence enclosed, also, a 
spring. and sufficient food ,vas kept within the buildings to en
able the inmates to "ithstand a siege. Indians, ·as a rule, did 
not lay ~iege to a place for any length of tirne and try to starve 
out the ,vhites,-the taking of Fort Loudon in 1760 being au 
exception,-but they depenrled more often on surprise attack~ 
and treachery . 

• 

FORTS 

There ,vas a large nun1ber of these so-called forts in earl~· 
Tenne~see. Some of thetn ,vere large centers and well defended, 
and others ,vere simpl:r s1nall block-houses, of "·hich almost 
every con1munity had one or n1ore. There ,vere t"·o large ones 
in UlJper East Tennes:.;ee~--Fcn-t Patrick Henry. just soutl1 of 
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the V'irginia line, between the two forks of the llolston River, 
and the one near Syea1no1·e Shoals, below the p1 e~ent site of 
Elizabethton. Chisholn1·s Fort \Yas on the north side of the 
~outh fork of the llolstou RiYel', a few niilcs ahove the present 
site of I~ingston. Fort ,rhite, the forerunner of Knoxville. 
w·as au hnportant point. as "·as 'l'ellico Block-house. thirh: 
n1iles to the south of it. J 8h's ~.,,ort "·as across the Tenness~ 
River fron1 Ca,·ert's Station, eight n~les ""est of l(nox,·ille.rn 
There was one at Soutlnvest Point--no,v I~ingston-neur the 
1nouth of the Clinch l{h·er, a~ thP northern roatl to the Cum
berlnnd settlen1eut started ove1· the plateau here. T,vo or three 
other forts ".,..ere located on this road,-Fort Blount,14

'.! and 
Bledsoe's Fort,1-'a and one at tl!e IUuffs, no,v Nashville. There 
were several block-housesJ too, at the various stations in the 
Cumberland region. 

John SeYier, addressing the first General ~\.sse111bly at 
l(noxville, urged the1n to pay the soldiers ,vho had defended 
the frontiel's for the last few years and ,vere still unpaid. He 
also urged upon the legislators sotne provisions for better 11ro: 
tection, saying: 

"Many thousands have removed to our government; not many 
are wealthy; their resources are small and their wants great, and 
were they reduced to the melancholy dilemma of entering into forts 
and block-houses, I :am assured that their condition would be dis
tressing and painful in the extreme.mH 

1-'HE ~lILTTI .:\ 

T¾1e earliest settlers depended upon volunteer n1ilitia. It 
,vas con1posed of the "~Iinntc )!Pn~' of the frontier and was at 
first a local body. Col. A1·thur Can1phPll. in 1777, at Fott Pat
rick IIenry on the upper l:Iolston Hh·er~ directed Capt. Robert
son, because of the expos(ld condition of the people liYing in the 
valley to the south, to asscn1ble 1nen at Rice's and Patten's 
1nills for defense. "Let yonr eon1pany eo1ne to Rice·s," he said, 
·'au<l Capt. Chri~tian·s 1nay co1ne to the other 1nill."1-1" The 
c·on1pnny ,vaR ahno~t · any ~ize from hnlf a dozen tnen up, ac
eording to the n111nher tht- oftieer~ could rah,e. North Carolina, 
in 17~n, pn:,;,~etl an aet for tht~ proteetion of the inhabitants of 
r>aYi<l8on antl ~nn1n2r eonntie:-:. rt directed that t"yo hundred 
1nen be enrolled for t"~o ypan~· 8£lr,·ice. and that they be paid 
the ~nine an1onnt a8 the l'e~nlar ~orth Carolina n1ilitia, but 
that the t,vo eountiPs in TenneRse't~ help bear the lnu·den of 

141 Ramsey, .Annal:,; of Tennessee, J). 581. 
142ln Jackson County. 
H:JNow Castalian Spring~. 
10Sevier's Letters, April 2z, 1796. State Archives. 
14:;Haywood, History of Tennessee. p. 68. 
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their ~upport.1-1" rrhi!-:; u1ilitia helped open a roa<l fron1 tl1e 
lower end of Clinch :\lonntain to the Cun1uerla11d ~cttlement. 
navi<l C:uu pl1ell wrot P to fl oYPt·not- .Joh 11 ~p,·iPt· ~oon after he . 
hPt·anw· µ:orernor~ say1 ug·: 

"I wrote you some time since of my desire to take command of the 
posts, Tellico, Fort Grainger and Southwest Point. J\1y desire is 
increased on hearing of the late murder committed by a party of 
Indians ,vithin the limits of this State. It is necessary for me to 
inform your excellency I can raise the men."'47 

A small guard ,vas generally kept at each fort, and befote 
Tennessee beea1ne a State these 111en ,vere paid by the Federal 
Gover111neut at Philadelphia. Ileury I~nox, SecretarJ of ,var, 
sent the following ,vord, in 179-1, to General Robertson, in 
re~ard to the defense of the l\Iero Tlistrict: 

L 

"In pursuance of the representations made up the subject of the 
danger to which l\iero District is exposed, the President of the 
United States authorizes you to make the arrangement herein di
rected for the protection of the said district, provided you judge 
the measure necessary, until the first day of December, next, or 
longer if the danger shall render the said defense indispensable: 

A post and garrison to be established at the ford at the crossing 
of the Cumberland River: One subaltern; two sergeants; two 
corporals; twenty-five privates. 

For the protection of Tennessee County and the inhabitants of 
Red River, ·running into Cumberland: One subaltern; two sergeants; 
two corporals; and t,venty-one privates. 

For the protection of Davidson County: One subaltern; two ser
geants; two corporals; twenty-six privates; the chief post to be in 
front of Nash ville. . 

For Summer County: One subaltern; two corporals; seventeen 
privates. 

Two subalterns and thirty mounted militia to be allowed the 
district independent of the aid of the militia. 

The following stores are ordered from this city, via Pittsburg to 
Nashville. addressed to General Robertson: 

Six 3½ inch iron howitzers, ,vith ammunition for 100 rounds com
plete for each piece, includin~ grape or case shot.m48 

• 
The above letter giYt\~ u~ ~on1p i«lea of thP early defense 

organization. One hundrc(l ancl thirty-nine or~anized anrl 
armetl 1nen. altno~t one-third of the1n 1nounted. for1ned a good 
nurlPn~ ahout ,,·hid1 a ~tnnll ar1nv- <·ouhl be gathered in short 

~ ' 

onlPr for trn1poral'y expedition~. rrhe priYate foot-Roldiel's re-
reiYed six and t"·o-thirrls dollarR per 111ontl1. old Continental 
pay. after .January of the following :rear.1 •rn In fact, most of 
tlw ~oldiCll'R "~ho equippe(l the111Reh·ClH and attended 1nn~ters. 

14~Phelan, History of Tennessee, p. 136. 
14•Sevier's Letters, September IQ, 1796. State Archives. 
1411Robertson's Letters, Vol. I., April 14, 1794. 
1~Rohert~on's Letters, Yol. 11., January 13, Ii95-
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being subject to the call of their superio1· oilice1·s, expected the 
Federal Government to reimhutse the1n after the constitution 
,vas adopted in Philadelphia. Of cou1·se, there we1·e many 
irregularities in their pay, as 1uoney was scarce, records wer~e 
poorly kept and often lost, and the ,vis<lo1n and authorization 
of many· of the militar-y actions of the Tennessee frontiers were 
doubted at Philadelphia. David Henle_y was appointed agent 
of the \Var l)epartn1ent in Tennessee after 1796, and it ,vas his 
husiuess to check up these different accounts that ,vere turned 
in for the National Governn1eut to pa~r. Ile "·rote John Sevier 
in 17H7 that "the irregularities in pas1nent" "·ere not his fault, 
but the fault of the ehange of goveru1nent officials, as the secre
hu·y of' ,var and accountants ,Yere different after 17ftJ.. He 
snggcstctl that the following an1ounts be allo,ved: 

"For Major Ore's expedition, September 6-25, 1794, an amount 
calculated at $8,773.17.m50 

. 

"For Major Johnson's, November 12-Decen1ber 9,1794,$3,302.29."'st 

.. A.fter a popular leader in the settlement or county would 
raise a volunteer company, lie ,vonld appls to the governor for 
a co1nn1ission, and often it "~ould be granted and the soldiers 
given 1·egular pay. .A.1exander Nelson, John ~Iitchell, James 
l)ardis and Ed ,vard Shernun1 ,vrote Governor Sevier from 
Hawkins County in February, 1797, as follo,vs: 

''We, the inhabitants of Rogersville, after taking a review of the 
militia of this county, and more particularly the light horse thereof, 
find them not equipped as n1ight be expected from an independenl 
people. ,v e, from a feeling for our country and motives pure, have 
resolved to form ourselves into a volunteer troop, should it meet 
your approbation, to be fully equipped and subjected to your short• 
est orders. Your opinion will be executed as soon as you can make 
it convenient.mr.2 

To this letter Sevier replied : 

"I am glad to find such a military spirit prevailing in Rogersville. 
I have already commissioned the officers of several companies of 
volunteer cavalry, and intend indulging each county with similar 
appointments on their application for such. The commissions are 
temporary until the end of the next session of our Assembly, which 
body I expect will~ at the forn1ation of a militia law, continue the 
appointments and form them a part of the cavalry of the State. 

It is recommended that none be suffered to engage but such as are 
persons of reputation, good deportment, and a readiness to equip 
themselves in a handsome military uniform, with arms and accoutre-
1nents suitable to the occasion, the sooner the better, for it is un· 
known ho,v soon they may be wanted. 

l:;(\~[ajor Ore lc<l the expedition against the Indian town of Nickajack bela'tl 
Chattanooga, which resulted in the breaking up of a band of renegade Indian! 
who had rna,le their home in the mountain fastnesses. Sec Phelan, p. z75, Seq. 

151Scvier's Letters, April 11, 1797. 
i:;:scvicr's Letters, February I :t, J 7q7. 
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Your officers must be elected by the company in a similar manner 
to the other elections for cavalry, and the commissions will be ob
tained on certificates in the same manner.m:.:s 

These elections ,vere lielcl in the various districts in • ..\ugust 
of each year, and the best fitted, officers " 1 ere usually chosen. 
They bad to be residents of their county for at least six n1onths 
preceding their election, untl only H1ose "'ho ,vere fit to do 
military duty were eligible to vote for 1nilitary otlicers.154 

Upon entering bis duties as governor of the ne,v State, John 
Serier asked former <.lovernor Blount for a state1nent "of the 
military situation of the frontiers ,vith respect to the protection 
at this titue afforded by the militia, the places of defense and 
the nu1nbers of block-houses.15 r. Ex-Governor Blount referred 
the request to Colonel David Henley, the agent of the ,var De
partment, ,yllo sent him the follo,ving report a short time later: 

"A return of the milita drawn out in the adn1inistration of Gov
ernor Blount in the State 0£ Tennessee, and the various forts they 
occupy: 

Fort Grainger: One lieutenant; one sergeant; one corporal; 
eighteen privates. 

Southwest Point: One ensign; one sergeant; one corporal; eleven 
privates. 

Tellico, under the command of Lieutenant Davidson of the third 
sub-leg-ion: One ensign ; one sergeant; one corporal; thirteen pri
vates.mse 

NASHBOROUGH 
In the compact of goyernn1ent ,vhich the Cutnberland set

tlets agreed to among tl1e1nseh·es in ~lay. 1780, all able•bodied 
men orer the age of sixteen years ,vere able to perform military 
duty enter for and obtain laud in their o"~ names. Tlley es
tablished a militia, elected their officers, ,vhom they obeyed, 
paid any soldier for the loss of 11is horse, and inflicted fines for 
non-performance of dutv.ir,; 

"' ,,riien Governor Sovier, in September, 1797, addressed the 
second legislature of the new State~ he urged upon them the 
necessity of a good ndlitia Ia"·, saJing: 

"Suffer me to recommend to your consideration as a present and 
recessary measure a well regulated militia law, calculated to estab
tsh discipline and to ensure punctual attendance at private and 

g_en~ral musters, for let it be remembered that a well regulated mili
tia 1s the security of a free State. 

Several characters in this State ,'Jith military spirit and ardor 
have raised volunteer companies of cavalry, and some of them having 
already rendered very essential services to the State, permit me to 

u:ss . • L m ener s etters, :March 3, 1797. 

1a, Act~ ~f First General Assembly of Tennessee, 1 ;96. 
1
~ Sev!er,s Letters, April 6, 1796 . 
.. Sevier s Letters, August 16, 1796. 
•
07Clayton, History of Davidson County, p. 33. 
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recommend them to your particular notice in the formation of your 
militia law, and n1ake for them such provision as you in your wisdom 
may think their military genius and enterprise may justly merit.111" 

This legislatu1·e the follow·ing ~·ear passed a Ia,v making 

"All men between the ages of eighteen and forty-five, free and 
indented servants, liable for military duty except judges of supreme 
courts, attorney generals, justices of the peace, secretaries of state 
ministers of any denominations, ferrymen, all Continental officer~ 
serving three years with reputation, and all post officers conveying 
tr• il, except in imminent danger of insurrection or invasion.m~ 

EQUIP~IENT 

rhe san1e Assembly passed the follo,ving la"·: 

·'Each commanding officer of a regiment shall hold muster of 
his regiment the last Thursdays of May and November each year: 
and each company captain his company, in a convenient place the 
]ast Saturdays in 1\1:arch, June, September and December, armed, 
officers with side arms, and each private and non-commissioned offi
cer with musket and cartouch box with nine charges of powder and 
ball made into cartridge; or rifle, powder-horn, and shot pouch, with 
an equal quantity of ammunition suitable thereto in good condi
tion; and one spare flint and one picker and worm. Those belong
ing to a troop of horse to be provided with a strong, serviceable 
horse at least fourteen hands high, with a good saddle, bridle, holsters 
and one pistol at least, an horseman's sword and cap, a pair of 
shoes, boots and spurs, with a cartouch box and cartridges in good 
order, and dressed in the uniform of the regiment to which he be
longs.moo 

:\IILITI .... \ SUPPOI{T 

When a body of soldiers ,vas sent into a part of the State. 
the citizens receiving the dircet benefit "·ere supposed to help 
bear the burden of their support, and "·ere taxed accordingly~ 
as ,vere the colonies by the Btitish before the Revolution. The 
tax 1·ecords of l)avid;on County in 1787 show· the following 
methods of payment: 

"An act for better furnishin~ with provisions the troops coming 
in the country under Major Evans: 

Of county taxes, one-fourth to be paid in corn; two-fourths in 
beef, pork, bear meat, or venison; one-eighth, salt; one-eighth in 
money to defray the expense of moving the provisions to the troops; 
also the price of corn to be four s. per bushel; beef, five dollars per 
cwt.; pork eight dollars; good bear meat without bone, eight dollars; 
venison, ten s. per cwt.; salt sixteen dollars per bushel.m81 

l:iBActs of Second General Assembly, 1797. 
1~Acts of Second General Assembly, 1798. 
160Acts of Second General Assembly, December 19, 1798. 
161Tax Records, Davidson County, October 1787. State Archives. 
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TAXES 
The earlier pioneers, coming fron1 ,~irginia and North Caro

lina and being out of reach of the Ia,vs of these States, 1nade 
their own statutes and articles of ap:ree1nent and lived by these 
re~ulations, which "~ere founded. of course, on the la-ws of 
their hon1e States. The \Yatauga .Association, the Cu1nberland 
settlen1ent and the State of Franklin all levied and atte1npted 
to collect taxes. These taxes "·ere for local purposes, sueh as 
the support of the militia, and ,vere generally paid in procluce, 
"hard" n1oney being ,·ery scarce. rn:! Some of the 1nembers of 
the constitutional convention of the State of J1'ranklin in Jones
boro in 1784 "l'anted to exclude from the report of the con1-
mittee ''that part of the thirty-second article "·hich fixes a tax 
upon certain articles, as indigo, tobacco and tlonr:~1

•i
3 The con

stitution that was dra,Yn up n1ade provision fo1· land and poll 
taxes to be paid in the following n1anne1·: 

"Good flax linen, ten hundred at three shillings and six pence per 
yard; nine hundred at three shillings; eight hundred, two shillings 
and nine pence; seven hundred, two shillings and six pence; six 
hundred, two shillings; tow linen, one shilling and nine pence; 
linsey, three shillings; ,voolen and cotton linsey, three shillings and 
six pence per yard ; ,voolen cloth at ten shillings per yard; bacon, 
well cured, at six pence per pound; good, clean beeswax, one shilling 
per pound; good, clean tallow, six pence per pound; good distilled rye 
whiskey at two shillings and six pence per gallon; good peach or 
apple brandy at three shillings per gallon; good countrymade sugar 
at one shilling per pound; deer skins, the pattern, six shillings; good, 
neat and well managed tobacco, fit to be prized, that may pass in
spection, the hundred, fifteen shillings; and so on in proportion for 
a greater or less quantity.m04 

Fnr~ "~ere also inf•lnded in this li~t.rn:; 

T ... ~XES 1790-96 

Afte1· 1790, "~hen Tennessee beca1ne the Territory South of 
the RiYer Ohio, the General ... .\.ssen1bly, n1eeting at Knoxville, 
laid down some cardjnal principles for the seYen counties then 
in existence and the ones roming after,yard to follo"·. These 
laws were based on the old acts of North Carolina, and au
thorized the various counties to levy taxes, prescribing certain 
li!11its beyond "~hich they u1ight not go.100 There is ,·ery little 
difference in the taxes levied at this time and a fe"· years later~ 
when the state constitution ,vas made (1795). The restrictions 
were drawn a little c~lo~er and a larger number of items were 

1tt?.:. ("I I -.,ce , 1ap. II., p. 45 !'-cq. 
1~Haywood, History of Tennessee, p. 171. 

tAllison, Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History, p. 31. 
~see Chap. I., p. IO. 

186Statutes of Tennessee, Caruthers & Nicholson, p. I 9i
Laws of Tennessee, Scott. 
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put on the taxable list. No poll tax. ,vas allow·ed higher than 
that on one hundred acres of land, and no slave was to be 
taxed higher than the amount on t,vo hundred acres of land. 
1\ll lands liable to taxation in this State, held by deed, entrr 
or grant, "·ere taxed equally and unifor1nly in such 1nanner 
that no one hundred acres ,vere taxed higher than another 
except to"'n lots. No article manufactured of the produce of 
the State "·as taxed other,vise than to pay inspection fees. 
This is a rather striking provision, the taxing of land, not ac
cording to values, but acco1·ding to quantity alone. It remained 
as a law in Tennessee until the second constitution ,vas framed 
in 18H4.167 

T.\XER P.All) lX cno,v~ 
The people of the frontie1· conn ties \\·ere complaining oi 

the constant depredations of H1e e1·o"·s, squirrels and wolYes, 
as well as the ravages of the Indians, so the second General 
Assembly passed the follo,ving law· in 1797: 

"Each county in this State is authorized to lay a tax, to be paid 
in squirrels' or crows' scalps, on every person subject to a poll tu 
in their respective counties, not exceeding hventy-five squirrels to 
· each poll." 

One crow's scalp was to count for t,vo squirrels' scalps, 
and every person who failed to deliver his number of scalps 
was to pay one cent for each undelivered ·scalp. The scalps were 
to be delivered to the respective justices appointed to take 
the lists of taxable property, and '\\"ere by them to be burned, 
after making proper entries on their hook~. County courts 
w·ere also authorized to pay n~ much as t"'o dollars, which 
was increased to three dnllarR in 181 l~ for each "'olf's scalpi 
ancl to burn them.1118 

The seroncl General .A.8se1nhlv in 17!J7 voted that the taxes 
~ 

for the follo,ving year in the State should be collected on 
all land from "·hich Indian claims had been extinguished by 
the treaty of Holston (1791) ; al~o on all free males between 
the ap:es of twenty-one and fifty years. all slaves betw·een the 
ages of t,velve and fifty years. all stallions kept for service. 
and all billiard tables ( rate t"renty-five dollars each). 111 
case of an emergency, the General .A.ssembly allowed each 
county to levy a special tax~ not to exceed certain a_mounts. 
The follo,ving act. passed by the ~eronfl General A.ssembly 
Oetohe1· 20, 1797. i8 a sa1nple: 

"An act !llaking provision for the poor. 
If a resident in the county for one year, the justices of the 

167First Constitution of Tennessee, Art. I., Secs. 26, 27, 1795. 
tCSActs of General Assembly, Chap. !V., October, 1797. 
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peace of the county shall take cognizance and support by means of 
the following tax, an amount not to exceed six cents on each one 
hundred acres of land, six cents on each negro, and three cents on 

bl h •t ,nGS each taxa e w 1 e person. 
These legislators believed in the saying, '·Pay as you go," 

and not in bonding tl1~ county for future generations to pay. 

,vEIGH~rs .A~D l\iE,ASURES 

The hnY in regard to ,veights and measures for the year 
1803 was as f ollo,vs : Taxes "·ere to be levied in each county 
for the purpose of procuring a standard of "·eights and mea
sures, not to exceed 

For each white poll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .04 
For each black poll . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .08 
For each one hundred acres of land . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .04 
For each stallion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12 ½ 
For each billiard table ................................ $5.00" 

These taxes ,vere to be paid to the trustee of the county, 
and each county court w·as to pi-ocure with these funds and 
keep the standard of weights and measures as follows: 

"Sealed weights of half-hundred, quarter-hundred, of seven pounds 
four pounds, two pounds, one pound, one-half pound; measures of 
ell and yard of brass, or copper; measures of half-bushel, peck, half
peck; of dry measure, gallon, pottle, quart, pint and half-pint wine 
measures; stamps for brass, tin, iron, lead or pewter; and also 
brands for wooden measures.m• 

The tax on gaming devices, billiard tables, etc., ,vas · more 
for regulatory purposes than to secure revenue. Consequent• 
ly, it was quite high. In 180:3 a billiard table was taxed one 
thousand dollars, even if used for only one day. This tax 
was made a lien on all taxable property o,vned by the keep• 
er.1i

0 If any tenant or other person set up a billiard table 
on propertr o,vned by another ""ithout "~ritten permission, 
he or she could be imprisoned nine n1onths without bail or 
main prize. In 1815 it ,Yns necessary to obtain a license from 
the county court clerk before the erection of a billiard table.1a • 
Bond was required,, payable to the goyernor, to secure the 
payment of one hundred and fiftv dollars "rithin six montlls 
of the date of the license. •· 

The General ... i\sse1nbly changed its rates of ta..~ation slight
ly between 1796 and 181G, but the f ollo"ing figures are fairly 
representative of the general tax la,vs under which the people 
paid their taxes during these years: 

1
:,-.\cts of · Fifth General Assembly, October 25, 1803. 

1
~
1
~Y Chapter XXXVIII., Acts of 18{15, this lien was continued. 

' • cts of General Assembly, 1815, Chapter X. 
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Each one hundred acres of land .................. . 
Each to'Wll lot ................................. . 
Each free poll and male servant ................ . 
Each slave ..................................... . 
Each stallion, the price of one service. . .......... . 
Each billiard table .............................. . 
Each merchant's license ( retail store) ............. . 
F.ach peddler or hawker ................. · ........ . 
Each tavern license ............................. . 

.12½ 

.25 
.12½ 

.25 

$1,000.00 
25.00 
25.00 

5.00 

There are in the archives of the State Capitol at Nashville 
1nauy of the original ta.x returns, dating from 1796, made 
out hY the court clerks of the various counties and sent in to 
the General .Asseinblies at I~nox,·ille, and at Nashville after 
181~. Of cour~e. the filtis are uot t·otnplete, bnt there are 
enough 1·erords to givt) u~ a ~oo<l i<lea, not on lJ .. of the system 
of taxation and the n1ethods of eollectiou, but also the amount 
of the property and the number of people in the different 
counties at that tiine. The f ollo,ving are exact copies of 
original tax teturns in the archives. 'l'hey are signed by the 
county clerks in 1nost instances, and the accuracy of the re
port ,Yas usually s"·orn to before one of the justices of the 
peace of the county: 

GREENE COUNTY 

Yr. Acres White Black 
Polls Polls 

1796 265486 883 213 
1800 166978 824 195 
1809 196906 955 279 

Stal- Town Tavern Dealers Peddlers Amount 
lions Lots License License License 
18 36 $ 549.43 
18 50 ½ 385.11 
36 71 36 59 49 1013.94172 

DAVIDSON COUNTY 

Yr. Acres White Black 
Polls Polls 

1803 447340 1074 1630 
1804 293870 958 1591 

Stal- Town Tavern Dealers Peddlers Amount 
lions Lots License License License 

31 148 13 15 
34 203 

1Yhile n101 e settlers "·ere constantly coining into the coun
ties, the acreage of lan<l, nntnher of inhabitants and arnounts 
of taxe8 often sho"· 81naller totals in later vears because new .. 
countie8 were being steadily for1ned out of the original large 
ones. Tl1e Davidson County return for 1803' included two ., 
billiard table:-; at fifty dollars each, and the clerk n1a<le a . . 

note ove1r hi8 signature that ther~ "·ere thirty-eight dollars 
and fiftv-seven cents "•hich he could not collect. On the re-. -

turn for 180.t- the1·e "·ere listed t"·enty cotton gins, having a 
total of one thousand and t"·entv-fh·e sa"·8. The name of 

~ -

172The clerk of Greene County in 1808 and 1809 was Valentine Sevier, brother 
of John Sevier, who was governor of the State at this time. He had lost most of 
his family n few years before in 1 ndian attacks near the Cumberland settlement. 
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TimothJ· Detnonbreun apvears 011 the return for 1803 _as 
bdng tnxed fh·e dollars for a taYern license. · ,ve recognize 
him as the Frenchn1au ,vho came to the Cumberland settle. 
ment soon after .. James Robertson• did and leased the pieces 
of ground on "·hic-h the custom house in Nash ville now stands, 
and which "·ns set aside to be rented for the ~upport of what 
was lntPr l)aYi<lson ..:\catle1ny.1

;~ 

In 180;J the General ... -\.ssembly passed the follow-ing act 
authorizing the sheriffs of the different counties to collect 
certain fees for their services. namelv: , ., 

For each arrest ................ ~ ................... . 
Serving a subpoena ................................ . 
Serving a declaration ............................... . 
Pillorying any person and releasement ................ . 
Putting any person in the stocks and releasement ..... . 
Every commitment and releasement .................. . 
Summoning a witness to a will ...................... . 
S . g . . wear1n 1n a Jury ................................ . 
Executing condemned persons ....................... . 
For whipping any person by order of the court ......... . 
Removing a criminal from the county jail to the district 

. ·1 ·1 J a1 , per m1 e .................................... . 
Imprisonment for keeping each prisoner per day ..... . 
(Sufficient quantity of good, wholesome food and water) 

CO'r'rON GINS 

$1.00 
.26 .. 
.75 
.50 
.50 
.50 
.30 
.121/2 

2.50 
.50 

.06 

.25114 

In the same year, 180:1, the General .Asse1nbly passed this 
act relative to Eli ,vhitne~· and his cotton gin: 

"Whereas it is proposed by Russell Goodrich, the agent of Eli 
Whitney, the inventor and patentee of a machine for cleaning cotton 
from the seeds, commonly called the saw gin, and Phineas Miller, 
assignee of one moiety of the patent right of said machine, to sell to 
the State of Tennessee the sole and exclusive right of making, using 
and vending the said machine within the limits of this State, and 
whereas the cultivation of cotton is increasing in this State, and 
from the invention and use of said machine like to become a valuable 
staple article of exportation, it is expedient that the State of Tennes
see do purchase from the said Miller and Whitney the patent right 
to the making, using and vending the said new invention of a ma
chine for cleaning of cotton from the seeds, commonly called a saw 
gin, ... and that there shall be laid and collected by the State of 
Tennessee on each and every said gin which shall be used in the 
State from the passing of this act, thirty-seven and a half cents on 
each and every saw or circular ro,v of teeth which shall be used in 
said gins in each and every year for the term of four years, which tax, 
when collected, is to be paid to the said Miller and Whitney, or 

173See page 141. 
114Laws of Tennessee, Scntt"s Edition, Yol. T., pp. 782-784. 

-3-
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their order, first deducting the sheriff's usual commission of six 
per cent for collection from year to year." 

The next :year an amentln1ent ,vas passed suspending this 
tax until the title to the n1aehine was cleared up, as an act 
of the General ..,-\.~se1nbly stated that there were "doubts as to 
whether \Vhitney and )filler are the legal proprietors_;m. 
Rut hy Septemhe1·, 18Uli~ the follo,ving act \\"'as passed, show. 
ing that the tax "·as not only put again in force, but the back 
ta_"{es collected on cotton gins : 

"Whereas it has been made to appear to the satisfaction of this 
General Assembly that Eli ,vhitney is the true inventor of said ma
chine, be it enacted that the act to amend the act levying a tax on 
cotton gins for the year 1803 and the year following be repealed and 
that taxes now due on saw gins be collected, and that the model of 
cotton gin delivered at Knoxville by said Whitney is hereby received 
for the use of East Tennessee, and that said Whitney is hereby in
dulged until first day of January next to deliver one other model at 
Nashville for the use of West Tennessee, . . . which models when 
deposited as aforesaid shall be for the benefit of the citizens of East 
and West Tennessee respectively."'10 

... :\.fter October, 1Sfl6, therefore, we find cotton gins included 
in the taxable property and taxed according to the number 
of sa,vs they possessed. The col1ectors ""ere expected to col
lect back taxes suspended sinte 1804. Here is a specimen of 
the tax returns on cotton gins in the different counties. This 
record, along with a great many others, is in the archives in 
the State Capitol at Nashrille. It "·as turned in to the 
General A.ssembly by J a1nes Houston, county cle1·k for Blount 
County in 1808, · and include the taxes on the cotton gins in 
that county for the preeeding four years. It will be re
membered that the tax on earh ~a"" ,Yas thirty-f,wren and a 
half cents: 

1804 Eight gins having 252 saws .................... $ 94.50 
1805 Nine gins having 358 saws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 134.25 
1806 Twelve gins having 433 saws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 162.38 
1807 Fourteen gins having 440 saws . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166.00 

SHOWS 

The ninth General .Asse1nbly pe1·mitted the several county 
courts to charge a licenRe fee of five dollars per annum for 
every sho,v exhibiting ,Yithin their boundaries, "unless said 
show was manufactured in t11is State,'' in which case there 
,yas to be no charge.177 

1711Acts of General Assembly, August 4, 1804. 
116Laws of Tennessee, Scott's Edition, Vol. I., p. 964. 
177Laws of Tennessee, Scott's Edition, Vol. IT., p. z8. 
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DELINQUENTS 
The early state government had its troubles, too, with de

linquents, as is sho"yn by the follo,ving record from Ha,vkins 
county in 1798 : 

"Colonel Thomas Berry came into open court and made oath that 
the foregoing list of delinquents is just and that he cannot find nny 
property of any kind in this county whereof he can make the public 
ta,tes.•• 

· :Nathaniel Taylor, collecto1· for Carter County, 1796-1798, 
returned a delinquent list containing sixty-three names of 
persons who ,vere delinquent on eight hundred acres of land, 
fifty-eight polls and three negro slaves. He made oath that 
be had "used all means in [his] po,vel' to collect the taxes, 
but could not find any property to enable [him] to collect 
the ta.,:es.'' 

Sometimes the collector himself failed to deliver the taxes 
collected or assessed. This record bears w·itness to such a 
case: 

"I, Francis A. Ramsey, clerk of Hamilton District of superior court 
of law, do hereby certify that at the last March term of said court, 
upon a motion of Thomas McCorry, Esquire, treasurer for districts 
of Washington and Hamilton, by attorney, judgment was rendered 
against William Lackey. by the sheriff of Blount County, and his 
securities for $350.79, the amount of state tax for 1804, and that a 
fieri facias was issued for collection of said judgment ·and the costs 
thereon·. which are $9.25, directed and delivered to the coroner of 
Blount CQunty, on which fieri facias the said coroner hath returned: 
"Levied on one likely negro woman and bond taken for delivery and 
not delivered; again levied on three likely bay horses, one sorrel 
k.~se, one large black horse, one brown horse which sold for ten 
dollars; then levied on the 21st of September on seven geldings and 
on.e gr~y mare given up by William Lackey, and not time to sell." 
Joseph Hart, coroner, upon the said return, the said coroner paid the 
ten dollars into office.'"-~ 

Th.e War of 1812 did not place very heavy ta.~ burdens oµ 
the frontier settlements, but a luxury tax ,vas collected, as 
shown by the follo,ving tax return for the year 1815- from the 
fifth collection district of ,villiamson County: 

Thomas Benton (Franklin), two silver watches at $1.00 each $2..00 
J~ijse Benton, one silver watch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.00 
Gideon Blackburn, two silver ,vatches . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.00 

There are a nutnber of examples like the above. This 
record coritains one bundred and tw·elve silver watches and 
sixteen gold w·atches on "·hich the dnty was two dollars each. 
The names of Thomas · Benton, Jesse Benton and Gideon 

l-:STax Record, Blount County. 1804. State Archives. 
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Blackuurn are fa1nons. Tho1uas Benton was the great llis
souri senator; ,Jesse Benton ""as his. brother, who wounded 
.A.ndrew Jackson in tl1e a1·1n and shoulder; and Gideon Black
burn ,vas the old pioneer preacher, who founded the First 
Presbyterian Church at Nashville in 1814.1 m 
.. There ,vas also a tax of one dollar levied upon furniture 

. above two llnndred dollars in ,~alue · and not exceeding three 
hundred, but thete arP oul~y thir(y-nine nameR on this tax 
return \\"ho paid the dol hn· fo1· th iR dif,;tJ•iet. 

RO.Al>S 

By the time of the l)eelaration of Independence there was 
quite a little colony of people at ,volfs Hill (no"· ... ..\.bingdon, 
''irginia), and vel'y soon afterwards they began to push down 
on the t,vo forks of the Holston. There "·ere no roads in the 
East Tennessee ,Talley at that time, and the only marks " 1ere 
the blazes on trees, remains of ca1np-fires of earlier travelers, 

· and Indian trails, or traces, crossing at the gaps and follo,ving 
the ,vater-courses. 'fhese trails later became roads. As the 
third General Assembly ~aid in one of its acts relating to 
roads: 

"Whereas the road at present in use through the Cherokee country 
was not opened or marked by authority of the United States, but 
came in'to use by one traveler first picking out a way for himself, 
and others following, ... it is the duty of the governor of Tennessee 
to request that commissioners be appointed to mark out the levelest 
and shortest road ,vith conveniency of passing water course at fords 
and mountains at the gaps most easy of ascent." 

The adventurers often becan1e lost, but tl1eir rifles kept 
them in food and they generally found their ":ray back sooner 
or later. The main Indian trail led do,vn the ,·alley toward 
Chattanooga along the Jiolston and Tennessee rivers. . Phelan 
says that the first road that "·as ,Yorked out "ran from Jones
boro, Washington County, into Burke County, North Caro
lina.180 ... i\fter this 1·oad ,vas opened the number of immi
grants increased rapidly. 

,villian1 Blount \\Tote fro1n l{noxville, in 1792, to ,Tames 
Robertson as f ollo-,vs : 

"My brother Willie· arrived here two days past from Tarboro, 
N. C. He informs me that on the eighth of May he passed William 
Ford, the Philips's and Dickerson and others, having fourteen carts 

: and several waggons, about twenty miles above Tarboro on their way 
to Cumberland, and were to be joined by Wilson Vick and others as 
they passed Nash County. The company informed my brother they 

mi see page I 48. 
180Phelan History of Tennessee, p. tjz. 
181 Pronounced "\\riley." 
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would have thirty men in their company, besides women, children and 
negroes. General Rutherford and W. T. Lewis will leave in Septem
ber with thirty waggons, so they write me. The general has actual
ly exchanged all his lands in North Carolina for lands in Cumber
land.'m2 

llefore 1787 the usual route \\·estward "·as from south'west
e1·11 ''irginia along the present Tennessee line, through Cum
berlancl Gap and up into I(entucky, and do,vn the Cumberland 
River to l\Iidclle Tennessee. Daniel Boone marked out the 
1·oad in 1775, and twenty J·ears later, when Kentucky ad,·er
tised for bids on a "·agon road thirty feet wide from Crab 
Orchard to Cumberland Gap, he wrote a letter to Governor 
Rhelby ren1inding hin1 of the fact, and asking that be be given 
the work.183 

.A road "·as opened in Septe1nbe1·, 1788, from ca·mpbell's 
Station, a fe"· miles "·est of I{noxville, to Nashville, and a 
guard of soldiers ,vas furnished to escort the families across 
the plateau, or "'ilderness. This road ran to Southwest Point 
( now l{ingston), tl1ence across to Crab Orchard and the upper 
Cutnberland, and do,vn to Bledsoe's Lick and Nashville. Fort 
Blount w·as establisl1ed in 1794: on the north ·bank of the Cum
berland, in w·hat is no"· .. Jackson County, for the protection 
of travelers going on the ,vnderness Road to Nashville. The 
road fro1n Fort Blount "'as begun in 1787. It ran westward 
through the present counties of ~Jackson, Smith, Trousdale and 
Sun1ner. bv Bledsoc's Lick to Nashville.184 

, &, 

T,vo notices in the "J(no:r:-r-ill c a lt.zette'' bear upon this road. 
and are of s01ne intere~t. They are given in full: 

For Sale. 

"1000 Acres of land at the Crab Orchard, lying on the road leading 
from Kno:x:ville to Cumberland (Mero) District. Late the property 
of Col. S. Donelson." Wm. Henry."":; 

"To Whom It May Concern. 
On the 20th of October next the annual escort through the wilder

ness for families will leave the block-houses at South West Point 
for Bledsoe's Lick, distance 110 miles. At the same time and place 
the contractor for cutting a waggon road through the said wilderness 
means to be in readiness to commence the opening of it and to pro
ceed with sufficient celerity for the families to take through their 
waggons and baggage to the Cumberland settlements in safety.mas·· 

The money fo1· thii-; toad "·as raised by a lottery, which ,vas 
authorized hy the General .Assc1nhly at I{noxv.ille on September 

1~Robertson 's Letter~, Vol. I.,· :\fay ;16, I 79~. . 
1s.1 Heiskell, Andrew J ackc;on an<l Early Tenncsst:c History, Vol. I., p. 28. 
11HTennessee Historical l\fogazine, Vol. V., p. :?J4. ~ote by John DeWitt. 
1SvKnoxvillc Gazette, January 16, 1794. 
18~Knoxvillc G •• zettc, January 6, 1 795. 
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27, 17HJ. 1'l1e lottery ,vas th·a "-n in Knox,·ille and ,vas '·ad
vertised iu J{:entueky, X 01·th Carolina, ,rirginia and the Terri
torial Gazette thtee n1onths sueeessivelY." '·Three thousand. 
one hundred tieket~ to he sold at th·e d~llars each" were "put 
into the hantls or Col. ~J a11ws ,Yhite, Col. James ,vincl1ester. 
Col. ~tockley I )onelson. Capt. l)avitl Can1pbel1, Col. ,Yilliam 
CockP antl ( 101. Hohe1·t I-lay~:· who ~a,·e ·'bond and took oath 
before n o,·t•rno1· Blon nr~ to pl1 tforn1 the \\·ork of the lottery 
faithfully. 'l'hPrc wp1·e ~ix hundred and ninety-eight prizes, 
Yaryinµ: iu value f1·01n ten dollars to fifteen hundred, and "one
fifth of each prize" ,va~ ··deducted in favor of the road and put 
into the hands of the treaRnrPr of the district." The men 
mentioned above ,ve1 e eo1n1ni!-:~ioned to let out the work of 
"cutting and elea1·inµ; thp rond fro111 South \Yest Point, i11 
Han1ilton Di~h·ict. tr, Rletlsoe·s Lick. in l\Iero l >istrirt."18

" 

.A.fter 179G the new ~tate took up the 111atter of road build
in~ and the General .Asse1nhly entrusted the ,vork to individ
uals and co1npanieR. g:eneran;~ requiring bond and always in
specting the con1pleted road before paying any money .. Author
izations to build roa<l~. prert bridges and keep ferries., charging 
toll thereon, ,Ye1·e p;rnntrd. each rase being considered on it~ 
indh·idual 1nerit~. 

Xote the fo11owinµ; aet~: 

"An act (October 1797) to authorize James Guthrie to build a 
bridge over Lick Creek on the main road leading from Bull's Gap 
to the town of Greeneville, twenty miles eastward, in the county of 
Greene, and keep a sufficient gate thereon, not interfering with the 
wagon road ford." 

rrhe a('t !!OC~ 011 to ~nY that Guthrie 1nust tnaintain the . . 
bridge in good repair. and lw ans"1ernble for dan1ages sustained 
by anJ one c1·o~sing: ~a1ne. and ,Yould he allo"·ed to charge the 
:!ol]owinµ; ra1es or toll. "·ith thP ex(•rption that all persons 
having oeea~io11 to attt11ul gL•ueral or private 1uuste1·s, or any 
pnhlit ele('tiou. ~honl<l not hP req11it·efl to pay a toll for their 
pa~f.iag:e: 

''Footmen .............. • • • • • • • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
Each man and l1orse ................................. . 
Each four-wheeled riding carriage .................... . 
Every cart with horses .............................. . 
Every wagon and team .............................. . 
Each led horse or ,vork ox ......................... . 
Each head neat cattle .............................. . 
Each head hogs and sheep ............................ . 

tll-:'.\ets of Tl'rritorial .\.;scmhly. Septl'rnhcr ~,. 1;94. 

.06½ 
.12½ 
.50 
.25 
.50 
.06¼ 
.02 
.01 " 
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\'\:-hen a con1pany ( or individual) completed a road at itt' 
expens~. autho1·it:r ,vns u~ually gh·en to eharge the folllnYing 
tolls: 

"Each wagon team and load . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .75 
Each four-wheeled carriage ........................... $1.50 
Each chair-horse ( single buggy) and rider . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 4 
Each man and horse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12 % 
Each slave . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .06¼ 
Each led or loose horse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .06 ¼ 
Each cart team ........... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .37 ½ ''1" 

After 1800 the General .. Assen1hly anthot·ized a number of 
turnpike companies to build ~hort roads, charging toll ac
cording to fixed rates. These companies usually consisted of 
five men, and they "cut and cleared" and "measured and ., 

marked" the roads~ "erec-ted bridges and causew·ays," and re
ceived their pay in the tolls subsequentl;\· collected. .A.uthori
zation "·as given for a road "fron1 the Indian boundary line 
on the east side of the Cnn1berland to the fork of the road lead
ing to Fort Blount and ,val ton's Ferry;" for another "from the 
iron "rorks on Roane's Creek, in Carter County, to the south 
fork of Roane's Creek, and across the mountain tl1e nearest 
and best "·ay to the boundary line of North Carolina;'' for 
another "bet"·een Bean'~ old station (in the present Grainger 
County) and the ford of Syran1ore Creek, leading through the 
~tone g·ap by Holrs Ferry on Clinch Rh·er ;'' and another 
"wagon road from Sherril's Coye across the n1ountain to the 
Warm Springs in Greene County" (no"r Hot Springs, North 
"" 1· ) 180 \. ,aro 1na . 

XATCHEZ TRACE. 

]~ngland obtained control of .the Natchez country iu south
west l.lississippi hy the treaty of 17G3, and the United States 
secured it at the close of the Revolutionary ,var frotn Eng• 
land.100 Natchez at that time ,vas an important port, and a 
Yital link in the d1ain of rh·er posts hol<1ing Xew Orleans to 
the new· "·estern lauds. 'rhe u1ost conYenient 1narket for these 
pioneer peoples was at Xe"· O1'1ean~, and it ,Yas a comn1on 
thing for then1 to float thtiir produce dow'l1 to Xew· Orleans 
and then return overland. 'The United States, therefore, after 
a treaty "·ith the Chieka~a,\· and Chocta,v Indians, opened up 
a road~ in 1801, along the oltl Chiekasa,v trace, or path, run
ning from Nashville southwest, passing near Franklin, across 
the nortlnver-.t corner ol' ~Ian1""\· County and the southeast ._., .. , 

188 Acts of Third General .-\s~embly, October 26, 1 799. 
U!S>Acts of General Assembly of Tennes!-ee, 1796-1805. 
tllOHarper, Atlas of American Hi~tory, p. 18. 
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eo1·11<1r of Hick1uan, and diagonally across Le"·is, cutting the 
t·orner of La,vrence, clo,vn tl1e eastern boundary of ,vayne, 
crossing the Tennessee ten or t,velve 1niles east of Florence, 
.Alabama. at Colbert's Ferrv. Fro1u there it crossed the State 

' " 
of )fississippi fron1 the northeastern border to the south'west-
pru. The official nan1e given to it "·as the Colun1bian Higb,vay. 
but it ,vas universally kno,vn as the Great Natchez Trace. It 
beca111e the great highway bet"·een Nashville and Ne,v Or
leans. 

• JACKSo~-s ROAD • 

. \.fter the Indian t1·eaty of Tellico ( 1805), Andrew· Jackson 
was instrumental in opening a n1ilitary road from Franklin 
to ~lobile, ,vhich lay to the east of the Natchez Trace, passing 
through Columbia, 'fenne~see, across La,vrence County and 
the Tennessee River near Plorence. and thence do"·n the Ton1-
bigbee River along the "·este1·n border of Alabama, touching 
)Iississippi on the central eastern boundary. and thence south 
to ~Io bile. This ""as the route taken by ... .\.ndrew ~Jackson on his 
~outhern can1paign in 181!J. A. fe,v 1nonths later he went from 
)lobile o,·er to Ne,v Orleans, ,vhere he became famous.101 These 
l'oad~, of course, beca111e ahnost in1passable in "'"et ".,.eather, and 
were rough and filled ,Yi th stun1ps even in <lry times. Silas 
Di11s1nore, "·riting fro1n the Chocta,v Agency, in upper Missis
sippi, to J an1es Robe1·tson, in Scpte1nber, 1805, said: · 

"Coming from Natchez we had1 to swim our horses over four large 
water-courses, the Pearl River we crossed on rafts of cane.m9

~ 

ROBERTSON'S NATCHEZ ROAD PROPOSALS. 

In the sp1·ing of 1807, la1ues Robertson, of Nashville, made 
three propositions to the lJnited States rJ10,·ernn1ent at ,vash
ington in regard to improying the Natchez Trace : 

"First: He will open and clear the road twelve feet wide at $4.00 
per mile from the Indian boundary to the Tennessee River; from the 
'fennessee River to the Chickasaw Agency at $7.00 per mile. He 
will complete the necessary bridging at 66 2-3 cents per foot, and 
the causewaying at 7 4 cents per yard; or 

Second: He will make these two cuts, bridge and causeway and 
slope the banks, so that burdened waggons may pass, for $1700.00, 
to the Pidgeon Roost, or Big Black, at $7.00 per mile for clearing, 
bridging, causewaying and sloping the bank; or 

Third: He will take the aggregate sum of $1800.00 for said work 
and labor. In either case he is willing to leave said work to be 
valued by Colonel Mei2's or Mr. Thomas Wright.mu 

One of these proprn;;itions ,yas evidently accepted. for· in 
191 Early Higtory of \Yilliamson County, 191 i• Park ·Marshall. 
19:Robertson's Letters, Vol. II., Sepkmber 2, 1805. 
1

!1
3Robcrtson's Letters, Vol. II., April Ii, 1807. 
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September of the sa1ue year a draft ~-for $1,175.00, the balance 
of the contract price for 011eniug and in1pr0Ying the Natchez 
l~IOad," nu1de by the United States ngent, )Ir. George Haller, 
" .. as rejected by A.l>raha111 Bradley .. Jr., an official of the gen
eral postoffice, ,vhich had at that titne supervision over such 
matters. He gaYe as his rem;;ou that "neither had l\Ir. Haller 
or others exan1ined tlie road/' and stated that he had receh·ed 
"a letter f1·on1 a gentle1nan of the fir~t respectability in that 
territoi-y'' "·ho said that ';the ,,·ork on that part of the road h~ 
hy no nieans sueh as the goyern1nent intPntlP<l and as the sum 
allow·ed "·ill ,varrant; in fact, the road j~ ("lffually impas~able 
as before on the san1e day it "~as cleared and 111ore dangerous, 
because the cause"~ays and bridge~ forn1 hnpedients in the 
road and fords ,vhich endanger both the safety of n1an and 
horse to cross." ~Ir. Bradley said he had been told that that •. 
part of the work next to the State of Tennessee was faithfully 
executed, and he ,vas sending a reputable petson to investi• 
gate the entire "·ork.1114 The postiuaster•general appointed 
Seth Pease, a,nd he in turn appointed Le,Yis ,vinston, ,vho "·as 
to send his report to ,,; ashington from the Chickasaw· agency 
house. "\Ve ha,·e no record as to the final adjustment of the 
1natter. 

Imlay, in the description of his travels in North A1nerica 
in the last decade of the eighteenth century, gh·es the following 
road mileage: 
"From Knoxville to Long Island, via Holston ............. 100 miles, 
From Knoxville to Richmond, via Holston .............. 494 miles, 
From Knoxville to Philadelphia, via Holston .......... 650 miles, 

From Knoxville to Southwest Point . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35 miles, 
From Southwest Point to Big Lick Garrison on the 

Cumberland . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 miles, 
:i.,rom Big Lick Garrison to Bledsoe's Lic:k . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 miles, 
From Bledsoe's Lick to Nashville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36 miles, 

183 miles. 
From Nashville to Three Forks of Red River . . . . . . . . . . . . 28 miles, 
.From Three Forks to Big Barren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32 miles, 
From Big Barren to Green River . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 miles, 
From Green River to Danville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50 miles, 
From Danville to Lexington ............................ 35 miles, 

· '190 miles.'' 
L . .:\XD 

... .\..fter the close of the Frend1 antl I n<lian "\Yar, the settlers, 
""ho began pushing do"·n the valley belo"· ,volfs Hill (now 
}\ bingdon) did not kno"· h,n,· f:i r ~onth or "·r~t North Caro• 

194Robertson's Letters, Vol. II .• September 15. 18oj. 
l!l~•Jmlay, De!-criptions of North .\merica, pp. 51c;-516. 
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Jina and West Virginia extended, and they cared less. .At
tracted by tbe fertility and fruitfulness of the soil, and the 
apparent ease of . its acquisition. they began to bargain for 
it with the Indians, "·ho see111ed to be Hie only possessors. The 
treaties196 transferring Tennessee land began in 1772 with some 
,vatauga leases, and "·ere continued until 1S35, ,vben the final 
re1noval of Indians fron1 the soil of Tennessee ,vas accom
plished. 

,YASIIINGTON COUNTY. 

In 1777 ~he .Assen1bly of :Korth Carolina created the CountJ 
of Washington out of its "Over ~Iountain District,'' and 
opened a land office for the receiving of land entries. The 
northern and southern houndnries "·ere understood to extend 
to the l\Iississippi River.1 n T"ro years later Sullivan County 
,vas erected and another land office ,Yas opened, but both were 
closed in 1781. 

?\IILIT.\RY RESERY.ATIOX. 

At the elose of the Revolutionary ,var many of the new 
States o,ved 1nonev to their ''soldiets of the Continental Line." ... 
The ,veRtern aud southern land8 being secured fron1 the Indians 
offered a suitable and often satisfacto1~· 1neans of discharging 
the debt. In 1783 North Carolina laid off an imn1ense tract 
of land in northern Central Tennessee, appointing .A.bsalom 
Tatum, Anthony Bledsoe and Isaac Shelby commissioners. The 
boundaries ,vere '·to begin ,vhere the Cumberland River inter
sects the Virginia line, south fifty-five miles, thence west to 
the Tennessee River. do,vn the Tennessee River to the Vir
ginia line, and thence w·ith the Virginia line to the beginning." 
J~ach con1missioner "ras to receh·e five thousand acres for his 
services. lTnless the land ,vas taken,-a.nd much of this land 
had already been preempted by the Cumberland citizens,-t~e 
claims of the Revolutionary soldiers ""'ere given the preference. 
~A. prh·ate ,vas to have six hundred and forty acres; a non
commissioned officer one thousand; a subaltern t,vo thousand, 
hundred and sixty; a captain three thousand, eight hundred 
and forty; a colonel seven thousand, t" ... o hundred; a brigadier 
twelve tllousan<l; a chaplain seven thousand, t,vo hundred; a 
surgeon four thousand, eight hundred; and a surgeon's mate 
t,vo thousand, fh·e hundred and sixty acres. If the soldier had 
died in service, the land "·as to be granted to his heirs. The 
claims of ti1e soldiers of the Continental Line ,vere allo"·ed 
bv North Carolina nutil .Jannnrv 1so:1, and after that date no 
~ . 

100For treaties sec p. 35. 
191Haywood, History of Tc:nnes,-ce, p. 69. 
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n1ilitary land w·arrants "·ere supposed to be "issued to the 
person "·ho perfor1ned service in the Revolution or his as
~dgns." although it "·a~ done for some ~·ears after,vard.108 

• GR1'~EXE S '.rUACT . 

• -\.t tbe sa1ne tin1c the .Asse1nbl~· of Xorth Carolina granted 
tu :Kathaniel Greene, "as a mark of the high sense of his extra
ordinary services in the ,var of the Revolution,"198 a tract 
of t,venty-five thousand acres. to be surveyed in Central Ten
nessee by the same comm~ssioners that marked the military 
reservation. This laud ,vas laid off on the Duck River south 
of "·hat is now l)avidson Count~... ...\. large tract of land ""as 
also given General Greene lly the State of Georgia later, and 
Hie Tennessee land ,vas sold by bis heirs.100 

INDIVIDUAL GRANTS. 

North Carolina, in 1777, passed an act authorizing "the 
justices of the peace in each county to select one person to re
ceive entries of clain1s for lands, and one person qualified to 
be surveyor,-110 one person to receh·e n1ore than six hundred 
and forty acres,"-as it ,vas "expedient that the lands within 
the State should be parcelled out to industrious people for 
the settle1nent thereof and increasing the strength and nu1nber 
of the people of the country by affording au easy and comfort
able subsistence for fan1ilies.'~:!oo Besides the six hundred and 
fortv acres. the man eould take out one hundred for bis wife 

~ . . 

and one hundred for each child. He had to take the oath· of 
allegiance and pay the fees, w·hich "·ere small. Under this 
same law, any one settling-·on unoccupied land and improving 
it,-that is, putting a house, fence and outbuildings on it, and 
tilling the soil,-could clain1 the place after seven years of 
undisturbed occupancy. ~rhese "rere the la"·s under which the 
early Tennesseans received much of their land, and by 1791 the 
Hecretary of state of North Carolina had certified land grants 
in Tennessee to more than fl ve 111illion acres. :wi · 

FORM 014, A GRANT. 

The grants "·ere entered in the land office record book in the 
following form : 

H.S\Vhitney. Land l.a\\'S of Tennessee, pp. QJ, 1 1 J. 
109Nathaniel Greene was a great Revolutionary hero in North Carolina. He is 

:-aid never to have won a battle and ne,·cr to have lost a campaign. Greene County 
and Greeneville, Tennessee, are both named for him, as are several other Greenevilles 
in the United States. Bassett, History of United States, p. 211. 

~00\Vhitney, Land Laws of Tennessee, pp. 66-io, 
:o1Goodspced, History of Tennessee, p. 1 s 1. 
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STA'fE OF NORTH CAROLINA, 
"Kttow ye that we hnve granted unto Colonel Elijah Rooertson, a 

Commissary in the Continental Line of this State, nine hundred and 
sixty acres of land in our County of Davidson on Big Harpeth at 
the mouth of Buffalo Creek, beginning at a large hollow poplar and 
beech, running· west four hundred and eighty poles, crossing Harpeth 
to a beech near the river bank, thence north three hundred and twen
ty poles, crossing Harpeth to a stake, thence east four hundred eighty 
poles to a stake and south to the beginning, to hold to the said ~lij ah 
Robertson, his heirs and assigns forever." 

Dated this 23rd day of February, 1793. 
J. GLASco,v, Secretary of State.:.">: 

The entrJ· officer issued a ,vat·rant for the grant as follo\vs: 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, No~~l868 
''John Armstrong, Esquire Entry Officer of claims for the western 

lands, to William Polk, Esquire, Surveyor, Greeting, 
You are hereby required as soon as may be to lay off and survey 

for James Lewis a tract or parcel of land containing two thousand 
acres, situated and bounded as follows: 

On the north side of the Elk River on lndian Camp Creek, in
cluding the first main fork of said creek. Observing the directions 
of the act of Assembly in such· case, made and provided for running 
out lands. Two just and fair plans of such . survey. with a proper 
certificate annexed to each. you are to transmit with this wa'.rraht 
to the Secretary,s office without delay. 

Given under my hand this 30th day of November, 1784. 
JNO ARMSTRONG.'no3 

Transferred by 
JNO. THOMAS. 

Frequently the land ,vas not even visited lly those receiving 
the grants, hut ,Yas sold to those living- near it. Land specula
tors secured a great deal and resold it. Names like Samuel 
Sandiford, Duncan Ste,vart~ .J an1es and Elijah Robertson\ 
\Villiam Randall, and countless others appear in the old land 
office books opposite vast tracts,-thousands of acres.204 

LAND OFFICES. 

In 1806 Tenne~see "~as divided into six districts,-· three 
in the east and three in the w·est,-exclusive of the district 
south of the French Broad and Holston, with a principal sur
,·e:y-or in each district having authority to engage other sur
veyors and regulate the land business of the district. The 
three districts in the eastern part had their land o_ffices a~ 
Jonesboro, I{noxville and I{ingston, and those in the we~t 
at Nashville, Jefferson and .A.lexander's. The district south 
of the French Broad ]1ad its office at Sevierville.205 

20::Tennessee Land Office, North Carolina Grants, No. 3, Book C, p. 231. 
:03warrant No. 1868 Tennessee State Archives. 
:io•Tennessee Land Grants, Index Vol. 
:05\\Thitney, Land Laws of Tennes~ee, p. 1zo. 
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l'OXtan:8SlO~.\L ltESEltL\TIOX. 

-~ orth ( 'arolina had t'eded her western lands to the Con
federacy at the close of the }{evolutionary ,var, but that gov
er111nent. not being strong enough to hold itself together, had 
not accepted the ('e~sion. AJter the ne,v constitution ,vas 
adopted, the "·e~tern lands ,vere again tenderell to the Federal 
Gove1·nn1ent ( 1 iR!l) antl aece1)ted, though ~orth Carolina re
~erYed the right to is~ue 1nilitury warrants for land grants. 
Congress then voted to lay off vacant and unappropriated lands 
~mbject to the sole disposition of the lTnitetl States. ThP 
boutulnrit)~ enelo~ed nu innnen~P tract of land south of the 
military re~er,·atio11.!! 01

: 

SCHOOI, LA~DS. 

lu l~OU rreunessee eeded to the United States this land, and 
in addition all of that "·est of the Tennessee as it flo,vs north
ward; nnd the linited States ceded to Tennessee all the lands 
east of the riYer, on the condition that Tennessee would satisfy 
the land clah11s of 'North Carolina, and appropriate t":-o hun
dred thousand ac1·es for academies and colleges, and six hun
dred and forty acres to eYery six 1niles square in the territory 
for the use of school~. But as tl1e best land had alreadv been ., 
pree111pted, the s111•yeyors could not loeate suitable school lands; 
in fact. of the four hundred and fortv thousand. seven hun-

~ •· ; 

,l re,1 an( 1 fl Ye "·e1·e ~n rYeve,1. ::?o; . 

CH.A.J>TER v·. 
'l'IIE BCOX0:\11 C Ll FE OF THE PEOPLE ( CONTIXUED). 

•rR.AVEL. 

Our pioneer f oref a the rs were great people to ,valk, and 
where the trip ,v-as too long for the1n to "·alk, they generally 
rode horseback. 'J'he horse could take short cuts o,·er the 
ridges, needed no roads but trails, and could trayel rapidly. 
~s the country became n1ore settled, the inhabitants rode, too, 
1n ,yagons, ca1·riages, stage-coaches and boats; the carriages 
and stages required passable roads nnd "·ere used for short
er tI·ips, ,vbile "'"agons "·erP loaded at Philadelphia~ Baltimore. 
or Hillsborough CX. C.). and brought through to the East 
Tennessee ,ralleY, aud ,vere e,·en hauled over the Cumberland 
Plateau by hors~s and oxen. Ilefore the roads w·ere cut out and ., 

cleared,-and e,·en after"~ards,-packhorses brought many 
supplies throug-h fro1n thP ea~tern to"·n~. Phelan tells us 

:.o,:\Vhitnc:y, Land Law~ of Tem1cssec, p. 58. 
:.~,;Garrett & Gnnrlpa~tun', History of Tennessee, })p. 153-154• 
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that in 1783 Lardner Clark opened a store in Nashville, at 
which, in 1786, ten pack-horses arrived bearing merchandise,
pins, needles, buttons, calicoes and other things for the :wo
men.208 The trails w·ere gradually eut out and w-idened until 
,vagons bearing heavy loads could • be taken to the remoter 
places. The follow·ing old JJaper is evidentl~· a receipt fot· 
goods taken for delivery by w·agon: 

"Manchester, Tennessee, Feb. 2, 1792. 
Received of Andrew Nicholson: 

5 Boxes window glass 
1 Box glass tumblers and decanters 
1 Bundle containing 2 saddles 
1 Bundle of hinges 
1 Trunk containing sundry merchandise 
3 Barrels of nails 
1 Small bundle containing 3 yds. linen and 2 yds. cambrick and a 

gun, the whole weighing 1300 pounds, which I promise to deliver 
to General Daniel Smith of the Territory of the United States 
South of the River Ohio, and for which I have signed two receipts, 
both o~ this character and date, one of which being accomplished, 
the other to be void. 
Sworn to before John Taylor. ELISHA TONOWAY."200 

The glass, nails and hinges ,vere probably used by Daniel 
Smith in his house "R.ock Castle,'' "Thich "Te know· was com
pleted betw·een 1784 and 17B4. If Andrew Nicholson had a 
store where llanchester is today, the haul w·as between sixty 
and seventy-five miles.210 

Crockett, as a boy, ,vorkP<l on the ,vagou trains ,vhich 
hauled bet,veen Philadelphia, the Shenandoah Valley and 
Knoxville, just before the close of the century. He speaks 
of the "taverns that ""ere kept for the "·aggoners who travelled 
t11e road."211 

'l'AVERNS. 

Places of entertain1nent sprung np at long intervals on all 
of the w·ell-establishecl roads, ·· and later, ,vben the stage
coaches began to make regular trips, these taverns increased 
in nu1nber and in their ability to care for the travelers. David 

L 

Han1blin opened a house of entertaitnnent in R-ogersville\ 
Ha,vkins County, the first of )larch 1792/12 and John Hilte
brand and ,vnliam ~IcNutt '"opened a house of entertainment 
in l{noxville at ,vhich" ,Yere "had all kinds of liquor, corn 
fodder. hay and oats and hoarding by the ,veek."213 The next 

~'08 Phclan, Jli~tory of Tennessee. p. 1 ii. 
~'tl1'Tcnnessee Historical Co1lccti,n:, Hox T, N,,. 6R. 
:!lOSee page I 22. 

::11navid Crockett's Autobiography, pp . .?:!·:!S. 

::1=Tbe Knoxville Gazette, December 31, 1 i91. 
::18The Knoxville G::izette. ay S. 1794. 
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year year the follo"·ing a<h·ertise1nent appeared in the "Knox
Yille Gazette": 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

"A tavern is opened in the town of Greenville, in Greene County, in 
the Territory South of the River Ohio. The town of Greeneville is 
about twenty-five miles fron1 Jonesboro, and on the main post-road 
leading to Knoxville. Attention will be paid to all persons by Alex
ander Purdom.mu 

During the next ten years the old roads were improved 
and ne,Y ones opened, an<l a traveler could find convenient 
lodging in aln1ost any ~n1all settle1nL\Bt. '"The I~noxville Ga
zette .. and the '· I 1npn1·tial l?eYie,v'' of N ash,·ille contain an
nouneetneuts of '·places of entettainn1ent "·ith connnodious 
honse8" "·he1·e "good lodging a1Hl hoard n1a~· he had,'~ together 
with "·ine and spirits and '·atcounnodations for horses." Some 
of these places ,vere fa1nous, such as the tavern of "Granny 
,vhite'' on the old Franklin road, no"· kno"·n as the "Grauny 
"~hite Pike," leading south out of ~ashville, and the '·Com
mercial Inn," or "Traveler"s Hall" of Sitneon Buford, "·here 
"waybills" n1ight "he seen of different parts of the ·union and 
where an alphabetical book" ,vas "kept open for gentlemen 
who" chose "to enter their arrival to this place and their de
parture fro1n it, the arrh·al of Yessels and cargo ,vith their 
departure to ,vhat port or place, "ranting , freight or pas
seng-ers.":!H, Iluford later changed the nan1e of this tavern 
to the "Sign of the Black Horse/' and advertised the follo,Y
ing rates: 

"Genteel boarders, per week .............................. $2.50 
Horses kept, per week . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.50 
Horses kept twenty-four hours . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .62 ;'2 
Lodging, per night . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .12½" 

1.,olbott~s Hotel "~as another fan1ous plate of entertain1neut 
in Nasln·ille. Here the Board of Trustees of Cu1nberland Col
lege had their first 1neetiug in 1806, though they passed a 
regulation soon after fol'bidding their students "frequenting 
gaming tables, taverns and plaet}s of dissipation. ~,::it1 

General Thurston ~ays in regard to the X ash ,·ille Inn. an
-other famous hostelrv: ., 

"Here in 1783,-surely not later than 1788,-was erected the first 
pioneer lodging house, or inn, in the entire Cumberland Valley. It 
was in the heart of Nash ville. Here, in 1805, Aaron Burr was enter
tained, and Jackson often wag a gue8t. In 1813, his encounter with 

::uThc KtWX\ illc Gazette, ).larch ! 3, I i95• 
=1:.The Impartial Review. April i, 1S0S. 
~r•:P,1tnam. Hi~t,1ry of )1id<lle Tenne:::sec. p. 6-49. 
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the Bentons, in which he was shot in the arm, took place on the 
porch, and after his great victory at New Orleans in 1815 a banquet 
was held here in his honor.',:11 

It is also ve1·y probable that Louis Philippe of France and 
his two brothers stopped at this inn on their "tour of the 
west" in 1797. 

The "Impartial I~eview~' of Nashville for 1806 and 1807 
contains several ad,·ertise1nents of hotels in other cities . 
.. James Rawlins, in Ga11atin, C. Talbot, in Franklin, at the 
"Sign of the Indian Queen," and the Chester Hiouse, at Jones
boro, offer ''tbe best at the lowest prices," while the Eagle 
Tavern, at IUcluuond. even begs to "supply the needs of the 
traveller. "~18 

S'fAG•~·COA.CHES. 

By the beginning of the nineteenth century stage-coaches 
began to make regular runs between well established centers. 
These came first in the eastern part of the State, being ex
tensions of the ,rirginia routes. The old records of Sullivan 
County sho"r that in the year 1795 the court ordered nine 
roads built. ,vhen, later, the stage routes ,vere established, 
there ""as one from Abingdon to Blountville; one from Blount
ville down to Holston by way of I{ingsport to Rogersville: 
and another oYer to ~1 onpsboro. ·'Each driver had about t,ven
ty-five miles for a run. From .t\..bingdon to filngsport there 
were four relays. The n1ail ,vas carried on the regular stages 
under the driver's seat."210 

The road-bill on page 88 "·as disco,·ered by Judge John De· 
Witt in the papers of General ,vinchester, and gives the rates 
of passage, routes and distances fron1 Nashville to Lexington, 
J{entucky, and from Nashville to Washington City: 

AARON BURR IN TENNESSEE. 

History gives us records of several famous trips through 
Tennessee in the pioneer days. Aaron Burr was in Tennessee 
twice after he killed Alexander Hamil ton. The last time was 
in December of 1806. Putnam quotes from the "Impartial 
Review" of the ,veek, saying: 

"December 27th, Col. Burr embarked from this place for N~w 
Orleans on Monday last, with two large flat-boats which did not 
appear to be loaded."220 

These boats ,vere built on Stone River at the Clover Bot-

:?17American Historical l\[agazinc, Vol. VII., 1902, p. Ii4· 
:.'18The Impartial Review, September .20, 1806. 
::t!lQ}iver Taylor, Historic Sullivan, pp. zz6-2.2;. 
:::.'f)P~tnam. Hi~tory nf l\Iio<lle Tennessee, p. 579. 
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PARKER'S 

Road Bill. 
Tol-f■)fborough,(Uauis) '- ,: 

~•rrwri•,, 6 

Ji• n.Jtrlup•1, ~ : ~ 
II••••••• 1 
t,i' 1c•pi"''• 2 :zo 
• .111111,. l• ... , u,J,) 6 : 6 
.., ' : 1•2 :IS 1 ;,Jlur•a, 
~1 .. mp••• 
~l1ohblrt,rld•t, 
l'•'""" , .• 
D11011'1 :iptina, 

~ 1 J 32 
9 H 
:z •3 
6 49 

\\ altvn••• 
Gori1oa•1, 
Sha"''• 
1 v:c,r•1, 
t,ln1101lt r 11, 
<>bt> ·• ~ i•tr, 
(M1bU1cl,a,d, 
ltlh. 
1 \\ Poi1,t, (Cl1uk) 
S101oe•1, 
llcrag••· 
ltodp.iia•t, 
\\ tij1.ht11, 
lllllrr•t, 
Jt,ou1L1.1, (H•):i•~ 
1'ran•1, 
Gf'Odfoa'•, 
lro11 worlca, 
Pa111hrr fprin&• 
J<"dif) t••• 
C.1e1h• 11••• 
l'cmlc;n,•t\ 
c:.,,.-11\ille, (t>isi";Jdi:) 
~l!U fitld·•· 
lonr(l,11rn11gh, (<hdhr) 
~1n,n1rr••• , 
~,rfj11~:11J,·1, 
J1ifl1n1 ■ 1,•t, 
C1p!. Cr•i~••• 
Ab111i:.t11a. (M'Cormi,k) 
Cr"• 1,wa.)'••• 
1:>7r1n•1, 
) aj. 80• ru•,, 
A1kh,a•1, 
°4'J•htC,ff.(H11) 
fort•l hiD1l, 
llli■••• • 
loRan, (W•&l•I 
D11pu•1, 

12 fol 

" 6J u l17 
S 92 
9 IOI 

!11 132 
12 r.4 
J2 J jb 
12 ,61 
4 ,u 
2 174 
9 183 

1'2 19S 
U 206 
S sll 
8 219 
9 22d 

11 :s1 
2 ::!S9 

12 n• 
II 282 
s 2Sr 
9 ~96 
9 ;os 

)to~,· 
7 ~'.?8 
$ ,OI 

14 347 
I~ ;60 

I : tSI 
6 :;r.7 
j 1'1J 

1.5 387 
12 399 

!) 418 
9 427 

JO 427 
JI) '447 
14H 

-i~-
To llear,•mrry Co11rt•t!o11r~. t \ 466 

\\ ■)11•1, 12 •TS 
Lr•i•••• (Fl)ir,&An&el) 14 49t 
J\mitudan,, l Bona) • 16 so8 
linulile,l~om.Locl.ard) i Sl3 
r111r1 f1.tur1th, (J. ::.n,i1h) II S:S 
81ifir)'•• DrPr 1,a1u,al l:dJlt, l 1 s;~ 
Ltxit11,tu11, (~hit Id, u~le) 13 HO 
Jhd•tloule, (t11u1hci•J ac tt:O 
hitfi&"ld, (Moor) 1 jt·t 
<..,nn..,,11,, ()ltttl) II ,,i 
S111111u,n, (lda,1.11,dfon) 12 ,i.s 
l angug, a >9:l 
1, ... ,... JC. 6t3 
huclte1tn, (O,C'rJ7) ? Ciro 
IH ighr••• S !>• S 
!ltc11t-Hcu,f1. (l'i1Ji11e) 12 6\f 
J\&"• ,l'ti ■ rket, (Ltar) J 2 6:9 
1'01totl••• 9 t-38 
l\' 011t11l ock, J, 6.H 
Strdb11r1:b, (Hrlfman) 1, :~3 
tliJdl1t•11•11, (C.an•J,bc)l) S t68 
St1•&'1.!ltt.rt'6, {Afo)fl) S 61'2 
\\ h,t11rltcr, (buftl~ L1u,k) e 68& 

Fl' OM hA!il-iVILL!, 
'Te WA•Hl~Gl ~to. LCITY,] 

Tbc Winchtffer road as far aa Grun .. 

To Bcll"ilk-, 
,;.11,, then 

\\ a, nr(LorM1~h, 
J\ock- t nh-<..1,r, 11., ..•. 
lU1ul..•1, 
< fi•J:ni•n Whiu:•,, 
()wen••• 
J\lithie'1, 
f'Jrrc:ber•■, 
S:n1th••• 
l}(\"t ir.fi'•• 
(Jian11-c C■llrt•Houre, 
( la,~••• 
J\accl():, t·ord, 
Sc1•tnlbt1•1!,h, 
\\' 1tldow \\I ice.ff••, 
Ger11,antc"'11, 
llal'Jocrt ••• 
l\cd-tloufc, 
Ctntte•illr, 
•·•irfas Court• Hoare, 
Potorri•c Br id&t, 
\\ albinaton, l'ir.Y] 

6 s,9 
u 5.Jo 
i ,93 
3 596 
; S5l9 
8 607 
!I 610 
6 ()16 
ll bl9 
9 6:a8 
8 636 

126-19 
4 6S2 

se fu 
7 669 

J4 673 
7 680 
7 d87. 
9 t-96 

1,t 710 
i '118 

U 729 
S 734 

N A S H V 1 LL E. 

PROM NA SltV1l t E. 
To Lui•1tu, 1., D .. ,..,,11,. 

To H1,n.orot1&h (I ■nit) • t 
\\ 11uc.n's, 011 a. ■ nl• •< • r,)l 8 14 

t11,t1'1,cd1c ol ,l,e b11rr,11•• 1:1 27 
<.Lctk'1 3 :o 
.keachlC'J '1 16 • • 
: .... ) •u·,, lhttt rr1 ini1, 10 ,,._ 
t •a: 1:oa, r•n thtr 6 6t 
l\u1·1 l• '">'· ,ooc1 bourt) 1 If 
\I id, 111 l\1nt1.1u·• 4 ,, 
l,11pp11,, ~P'9'&• lli~LLa1d) '1 '14 
1 "cl.,tt . I It 
1'11•1•'• 1\11,b, L~tur,renj c; aa 
..... " 'Ill. V· 'hhl ' .... 
Our, ~r111•i S ~9 
~·aui1,·• 3 ,._, 
l u,I& l!arun tiu:r 2 1c6 
C.u.a .,,,, L~adtbouacn) 8 ll~ : 1.rr..,._,.. 9 121 
l\!11L1 n·1 9 I lO 
J.c,lhci~ I ork ofSah ti•tr 6 1~6 
Col ~,l.b't 4 140 
c. hl,na • 10 aso 
l111irf1 a JSlll 
l>a1,..,1llc (Celtam,Cltrriftla) 12 1 ,0 
J,..-murl,> ,i,cr, 13 •IJ 
t\ichobhillr (t,.~tlitt1a11d) 8 I~ 
Luina1011 Llhadlt), Wilronj&a 2C.J -FROM NASHVILLE, 

To L"'"·•'•n, l,1 F,-.,.IJe,t. 
!toad b) D11,•1II, 10 t'ock,u',, thea 
To l-.rll7'1, 1n1011ii •hi' knubt, 7 11, 

\,run , i•cr l ~uia.rurdJ IS h:4 
Bacon C n,k, JO llll 
\\ idrw l!ralbrar1

1 10 h• 
Jiodgin> • 4 128 
I' ollln11 Fork el Salt ti.er 16 J 4f 
BairdlloWn (l\oathl It i 56, 
~hcn,,,illC' LM'C..au11i,1 37 l9J 
~h1n1111n'1 9 l104 
t·ranJ.f'•tt [l.o"e, Bulb 1 I, 12 J 
Ln~urgb L<:ouon, Uaily1 11 132 
L,.,n,1•nLl!lr■dl17, \\' illu11J 11 14J -Fin,, B•irl1t,~11 te Fr-.,,IJ,,t. eir,n. 

'1 o M,d,lltbar,b [.Ld•1rdlj I~ H•I 
Saft rl,tr 10 ,1s 
8rid,.twatcr'1 4 111:a 
< lark'• :u '.:\ ♦ 
fraok_for~ (lo••• Bun1] 1 ~oS 

]. A. PARK'ER, of this town, '!'ho now occupies tl,c houfe, &c. formrrly in 1hr- pof!,fik~ 
of John ~omcrvilfe, tenders his'trn-i,cs a, an inn-kt cprr, to the p1·blic it. gem r .. 1, o111d hi• 
formtr cunomers in partilUlar, and wi\h pltalure announct-5 to th,m, d,.,, rhc- fi111,:1tic:n ol 
his houfe, ft ables, &c. ,rgr,hcr with tlic indl pltntiful luppty ot cHry thirg I tcrcign and 
d~rntetic J Wl!hic h the couurry affords, emboldt-ri!'. him to .,Oure all Gc-nttt-l Cut Os l a.nd no 
odtrrs are welcome J who may ploafe rot all on him, that he will mo(\ OudinuOy attend to 
their a,c:onunodacion, and hopes it will be fuc:b as to give the moR entire fatisfaaion, 

September, 1804-
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ton1 race track, under contract ,vith Andre,v Jackson, ac
cording to irr. Putnan1. Burr ,vas arrested in Natchez a few 
months later. 

DR .. T. R. BEDFORD. 

Another interesting· trip in 1807 w·as made by ,vater from 
Nashville to New Orleans by a physician named J. I{ . .Bed
ford. He kept a journal, ,vhich has been published.2

~
1 He 

states that he ""~ent on board the barge 'Mary' ,vith Doctor 
Claiborne," after he had spent the ,vinter at Nashville, and, 
floating do,vn the Cumberland River, "passed Clarksville on 
the right and Paln1yra on the left." The route he follo"~ed 
,vas on do,vn the Cun1berland, the Ohio and the ~Iississippi 
to N e,v Otleans. 

LOUIS PHILIPPE IX 'l'ENNESSE1'~. 

One of the most noted of all the travelers passing through 
early Tennessee was Louis Philippe, with his two brothers. 
He escaped from France into Austria ,vith Dumouriez during 
the Terror in 1793. These three "sons of Orleans" ,vere in 
the TJnited States from 1796 to 1800, during which time they 
visited much of the country. President ,vashington planned 
1"11eir itinerary through the ,,,.est and South. They listened to 
his farew·ell address, remained a fe,v days with him at ~It. 
'Vernon, and then rode on horsebaek · do,vn the Shenandoah 
Valley, stopping at A.bingdou and Rogersville, and reaching 
I{noxville ithe last of April, 1797. They called on Governor 
Sevier at the Tellico Blork-·bouse, ate wild turkey for the first 
time, were the guests of ,.John "r atts, the Cherokee half-breed 
chief, sa"· an Indian g·ame of ball on the site of old Fort Lou
don, and gave six gallons of brandy as a prize to the winning 
side. ..A.t Soutlnvest Point thev s·wan1 their horses over the .. 
Obey River; at Fort Blount they ate smoked bear g1·ease and 
Indian corn; and early in ~fay George Colbert, their Chicka
saw guide, brought them to Nashville, where they re1nained 
two days "at Jesse l\Iaxwell's house," it being "court '\\"eek.'' 
They described Nashville as being; "a little to,vn of one hun· 
dred houses." From Nashville thev traveled 011 to,vard New ., 
Orleans. Louis Philippe after,vards beca1ne · fan1ous in 
France, ruling ai-; the '·Citizen King'' in that. country from 
1830 to 1848. · 

IUYER CO:\L\lERCE. 

It is not an accident that "·hen the Great Seal of the Stn1e 
w·as 01,tlp1·c<l in 1801 proYi~ion ""as n1ade "thnt in the lower 

:z1Tennes::ee ffo,torical :\lagazine. \·01. V., p. 48. 
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part of the lo\\·er 8e1nicircle there be the "·ord 'Commerce' ~, 
and the "figure of a boat and boat1nan.'' The rivers played a 
much greater part in transportation in proportion to Ten
nessee's population in the earls days than they do today. 
There "·ere three kinds of boats in common use on the rivers 
before the days of Fulton's stean1boat,-the keel-boat, the 
barge and the tlat-hoat. The flat-boats ,Yere huge, unwieldly 
things that floated ,vith the current and could be but poorly 
guided by long s,v·eeps at either en<l. 1.'hey often carried ,yhole 
families, "·ho built cabins on the boat and lived in them as 
they floated do"·n the ri vel's to their new homes. SometimeR 
Ih·e stock ,vas carried in pens on the other end of the boat. 
,vhen the destination "·as reaC'hetl. the boat "·as torn up and 
the lun1ber used for building the new· house. These flat-boats 
were also used for floating cargoe~ of grain, iron castings, lum
ber and other un"ieldy produce do"·n the riYers. The cargo was 
sold and the return trip ,vas made overland. The keel-boats 
and the barges ,Yere n1nch alike, the main difference being 
that the "barge had a Io,Y house length,vise betw·een the gang
ways'' and ,vas, therefore, much better adapted for the taking 
of passengers. The keel-boats ·were "long, slender, and sharp, 
fore and aft, ,Yith a 1nn·row· gang,Yay just w·i thin the g;u1nYale 
for the boatman as they lJoled or ,varped up the stream when 
not aided by the eddies that 1uade their oars available." They 
made the return trip up the rh·er, as w·ell as down the stream 
with the current.223 

John McFarlan, on June 12, 1795, inserted this advertise-
ment in the "Knoxville Gazette'": 

"Public notice is given to all persons who wish to sail from this 
place to New Orleans in either of my boats, the "Mary," burden 
twenty-five tons, and the ''Little Polly," of fifteen tons. They will 
be ready to sail by the first of March, next, (the waters answering). 
Those who have contracted with the owner for freight or passage 
are directed to attend previous to that period.":!:!t 

Five months later the same paper printed the following 
letter from a Sumner County man to a friend in Knoxville: 

"Sunday there left this place for New Orleans Rawleigh Hogan 
in a boat of twenty-one tons burden, laden with whiskey, bar and 
cast iron, bacon, lime and many other articles, the productions of 
this country. The same day there left here four boats of fifteen 
tons each, commanded by Alexander Moore. They were loaded with 
bar and cast iron and a variety of articles belonging to the inhabi-

~Tennessee Historical l\Iagazine, Yol. V., p. 265. 
::STennessee Historical 'Magazine. Vol. V ., p. 64. Claiborne, '.Mississippi a~ a 

Province, Territory and State. p. 53i• 
:::•The Knoxvi11e Gazette, January z3, 179,;. 
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tants qf Mero District, which from their bulk or weight could not 
be transported through the wilderness.''22fi 

By 1805 there ""as a "'ell-established boat schedule between 
Nashville and New· Orleans, n1erchant barges making regular 
trips, consun1ing nbout ninety days each way,-six months 
for the round trip. The "ln1partial Review" of Nashville for 
1805, 1806 and 1807 contains 1uany notices of the sailings of 
such boats as the ',;11'a8t-goinp: Mary/· the "Willing Maid" and 
the barge "Industr~ .. /~ ready to "take on freight and passengers 
for Ne,v Orleans and points dow·n the river." Governor Blount, 
in sending heavy supplies to Gene1·a 1 Robertson in the early 
nineties, asked that a n1an of his choosing take charge of the 
boat and cargo and bring it safely down the 1·iver8. as the 
"water ""as lo"·'' and he "feared the shoais."226 

The smaller rivers ""ere used, too, by the early settlers. 
Reference bas already been made to the tolls on the "Chucky'' 
and the trip of the " ... i.\.dventure" of Donelson down the Hols
ton. The Cumberland "·as navigable clear into Kentucky for 
the small boats of that time, and Aaron Burr built his boats 
on Stone River, near Jackson's "Hermitage.'' It was quicker 
and safer to travel in a canoe or sn1al1 dn~ont d<nvn the riv(1rs 
from settlement to settlement, and fu1·s and produce could be 
easily carried before the roads were ,vell worked out. 

THE POSTAL 8YSTE:\I. 

The early pioneers uo,v and then ,vrote letters to their 
f1•iends in the neighboring settle1nenh~ and Rent then1 hy travel• 
ers or acquaintances riding that ":-ay. These letters were oc
casional, their deliverJ "'as irregular,-no uniform price was 
paid for the carI\Ying.-and so often ,vere they lost that in 
1nany cases, if the ue,vs ,vas important, a second copy was 
sent by another bearer soon after the first was dispatched. 
The letter ,vas ,vritten in ink, with a quill pen, on good, dur .. 
able paper, imported from North Carolina~ Philadelphia or 
:New Orleans. It "·as folded over and senlP<l ,vith a "·ax ""afe1\ 
and the nan1e and address of the one for who1n it was intended 
"·as written on the outside. Before the regular post-routes 
"'.'ere established, 1nilitary men and officers, like Governor 
Rlount, had to hire express-riders, as they were called, at 
whatever price could be agreed upon,-the more urgent the 
need and the greater the danger, the higher the price. Gover
nor Blount, "·ri ting to General James Robertson on OctQber 
8, 1794. sent the letter by "Captain ,va~hington~ a Chickasaw 

Z?:.The Knoxville Gazette, J unc 19, 1 ilJS· 
1:?0Robertson's Letters, Yol. I. 
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chi~f, a 1·unner from Opoia Mingo,'' and among other things, 
be said: 

"I do not think it prudent to write more fully, lest the letter 
should fall into improper hands, as the bearer comes through the 
wilderness alone.'12:1 

This sh.ows the uncertaint~~ of a letter's reaching its destina
tion, and there are many complaints of losses and delays. 

The following extracts of letter:-: sent fron1 \Yillia1n Blount. 
governor of the TerritorJ· of the lTnited Sh1tes south of the 
River Ohio, gh·e us some interesting information about the 
prices charged and the risks run by the express-riders: 

"If you have occasion to send your orders to the different colonels 
by express, you may give as much as a dollar per day to an express
rid~r, but take care to have a well-stated account, ,vith receipt drawn 
on a quarter of a sheet of paper at least."2'..>S 

... i\s the Indians became more hostile and the danger greater, 
the price increased: 

"Castleman says he was to have $35.00 for delivering your letter 
to me, and you were silent as to what he was to do for that sum, so 
that I have been forced to give him $20.00 to return to you ,vith this 
letter. In future, when your letters may require answers, it will 
be best that you contract for the deliverance and the return of the 
answer.',. 

''-This letter comes by express by Samuel Dearmond and James 
Sc.ott, who are to be allowed the usual price, $50.00. It comes un
sealed to Colonel Winchester for his perusal, and he will seal and 
forward it by Scott and Dearmond..m::o 

James Russell ,vas one of the riders in whom Governor 
Blount had considerable confidence, and he evidently em
ployed him most of his time carrying letters. Three extracts in 
regard to him, taken fro1n Blount's correspondence to Robert
son, tell a graphic story of the danger to which an express
rider was exposed before Tennessee became a State: 

"I approve of your correspondence with the Commandant of Sans 
la Grace (New Madrid), considering the difficulties Russell has to 
encounter. I do not think the price is too high, and he is the best 
express I have ever seen. I have paid him agreeable to your bargain 
for both trips.'12n · 

"l'our letter of the sixth of February, sent express by James Rus
sell, was handed to me to-day, much stained ,vith his blood, by Mr. 
Shannon, who accompanied him. Russell ,vas ,vounded by a party 
of Indians, who ambuscaded him about eighteen miles from South
west Point, which he with difficulty reached, and was obliged to 

:?r.Rohertson's Letters, \'' ol. I .• October 8, 1 i94• 
:?:a Robertson's Letters. Vol. I., September 6, 1 i9::. 
:mRobertson's Letters, Vol. I .• October .:?9, 1 i93-
:!:l0Robertson's Letters, Vol. I.. November ,t, Ii94• 
~ 1Rohertc;on'~ Letters. ,~ol. I.. ncremher ::, Ii92. 
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continue there for several days before he could be removed. He is 
now under the ~ands of a skillful surgeon and it is hoped will re
cover. His fifty dollars have been dearly earned, but instead of 
complaining he may rejoice that he has so often escaped.":1x: 

It "·ill be noted that Russell's injury delayed Robertson's 
letter, and it ,Yas t,YentJ-eight days in reaching Governor 
Blount, w·hile a "·eek wa~ considered a1nple time between 
Nash ville antl I-Cnoxville. .Another letter ,vritten bv Robert• ., 
son on the 15th did not reach Blount till the 27th, the bearer, 
~Ir. ,vnlia1ns, bein~ delayed "by the loss of his horse at the 
Cumberland Rh·e1·."t3~ 

The third extract in regard to James Russell relieves our 
anxiety as to his condition, for it is dated more than a year 
after the thne of his injury: 

"I have agreed with James Russell that he shall be paid by the 
United States for going express with Colbert's and my dispatches 
to you, together with letters for the agent, and bringing answers, 
thirty-five dollars.''234, 

l\iany of these letters were verJ ilnpo1·tant. The ne,ys of the 
day was often sent, as ne,Yspapers ""ere very scarce and hard 
to obtain, and important papers ,vere often enclosed and seal
(ld in the packet of letters. So1netimes a letter w·as written 
to be circulated, or sent "1·ou11d 1·obin,'' containing a man's 
views on certain political or econo1nic questions. Such a one 
is the following, ,vritten uy Governor Blount from the Beaver 
Creek Iron Works23r. to General Robertson at Nashville: 

"I have written two letters since my arrival here, one to Mr. An
drew Jackson and the other to General ,vinchester, both political, 
and both of which I wish you to see, as I have not time to go over. 
their contents. [in this letter.] "::::u 

A receipt "~as generally required of the express-rider when 
a letter ,vas gh·en him,-though this was not always done,
but this did not guatantee its safe delivery. The form of the· 
receipt "·as like the fo11o"·ing: 

"Received, March 29, 1797, from Edward Teel, a letter directed 
to the sheriff of Hawkins County, which I promise to deliver. 

RICHARD C. MITCHELL.m:ir 

'l'he second Continental Congress, in 1775, appointed a com· 
rnittee to devi~e a postal syste1n for all of the colonies, and 
Benjamin Franklin w·as appointed postmaster with authority 

232Robertson':; Letters, Vol. I., :\larch S, Ii94• 
::.3Robertson's Letters, Vol. I., December 4, 1 i94-
:.":4Robertson's Letters, Vol. II., April 20, 1 i95· 
:.:s:;The Beaver Creek Iron \Vorks were located on a branch of the Clinch River in 

the present Roane County. 
: 3cRobertson's Letters, Vol. TI .• .-\pril 24, I79i
:~;Scvier's Letters, 179i • 
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to establish · a line of postoffices from Falmouth,· Maine, to 
Sarannah, Georgia, · and as many cross-roads as he should 
deem ad,·isahle. _ In 17!l2 the rates of postage were fixed as 
follows: 

."For thirty miles and under, 5 cents; over thirty miles and not ex
ceeding sixty, 8 cents; over sixty and not exceeding one hundred, 10 
cents; and so on up four hundred and fifty miles and over, for which 
the charge was 25 cents.m38 

This same :year routes were established as far south as Haw
kins County, Soutlnv·est Territory, and thence to Richmond on 
the east and Danville, Kentuck~ .. , on the west. An advertise
ment in the "l{noxville Gazette'' of December 12, 1792, reads: 

"The Postmaster General announces through the [Knoxville] Ga
zette that the United States Government has established a Post Of
fice at the Hawkins County Court !louse where mail arrives once a 
fortnight, thence to Danville, Ky., eastern· route to ,vythe, Mont
gomery, Rockbridge, Augusta and Richmond, for the greatest dis
tance the postage of a single letter being not more than eighteen 
pence." 

Prh·ate pa1·.ties ,vere carrying letters and papers on definite 
routes eYen before this in eastern Tennessee. On October 6, 
17!>2~ · the "l{!noxville Gazette" prints an announcement of 
~John Chisolm: 

· "The subscriber ,vill establish a post from Knoxville to Jefferson 
Court House, thence to Greenville Court House, thence to Jonesboro, 
thence to Abingdon, and return by Sullivan Court House and Haw
kins Court House to I{noxville, once every twenty-one days for one 
year, to commence the first Monday of November, next, or as soon 
as $250.00 shall be subscribed for def raying the expenses, to be 
paid at the expiration of every three months. No subscriptions un
der $2.00 received unless money is paid down. Newspapers and let
ters carried and left at the nearest court house for subscribers with
out any other charge. The subscription paper is lodged in the hands 
of Mr. Roulstone, the Printer." 

'l'he ~uni "·as eYidently subscrih~d, for three weeks later 
the "Gazette"· announces the post-route as established, and 
nrges the public to subscribe for its paper, which would be 
"left at the neares;t to,yn to ,vhich they l'eside~ or at any place 
on th~ road the· post n1ay ride."::?39 

In the "Knoxville Gazette'' for .J nly :11. 17!) !. 'rhon1as 
Pickering, · p0Rtn1aster•genera]. inserted the following an
nouncen1ent in regard to the .. A.bingdon-Knoxville mail, dating 
it at "Philadelphia Gen~ral Po~t Offic(l .. June 10. 17!lr': 

"Until the first day of September, next, proposals will be received 
b:: Charles McClung at Knoxville for carrying the mail of the United 

-:i
19Knox,·il]e Gazette, N oYember 3, I i9;.!, 

:~i-Thc Tntcrnational Encyclop1cdia, Vol. XVI., p 308. 
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States between that place and Abingdon, Virginia, once in two weeks. 
To leave Knoxville every other Saturday at six o'clock A. M., going 
via Jefferson Court House, Greeneville and Jonesboro, arriving at 
Abingdon the next Tuesday evening by six. Returning, leave Abitlg
don next morning by six, and, going by same route, arrive at Knox
ville the next Saturday evening at six. If any alteration is to be 
made, allowing at least eight days for the trip. Half an hour is to be 
allowed for opening and closing the mail at each post offic~ on the 
road. For every hour's delay in arriving at Abingdon and Knoxville 
after the time which shall be fixed in the contract, the contractor is 
to forfeit one dollar. The contract is to be in force until the last day 
of December, 1795." 

.. A. t the clo~e of the century the postoffice at Blountville be
came important as a distributing point for mail to the south 
and west. I{ingsport. too. and .. Jonesboro each "·ere on regular 
1ine~ and c:11ne in for 1heii· share of the traffic.240 

_ 

... After .John Sevier bPtan1e governor of the ne,v State, he 
"~rote the foll<nYing letter. to the postmaster-general, dating 
it at I{noxville, January 1, 1797: 

"Several times our post rider has been disappointed by not meeting 
with and receiving the mail at Abingdon; delays and irregularities 
too often happen in some quarter. A letter from the ne·pi1rtment 
of War dated August 13th only arrived here on the 11th instant. 
This came round by the way of Cumberland, and by the hand of Mr. 
John Deaderick as a private conveyance; another from the same de
partment of the 29th of September brought by the mail on the same 
day. Several other failures in letters to and from this place has 
taken place. I have taken the liberty to give a short sketch of the 
foregoing circumstances in order that you may be able to take meas
ures for remedyin~ the defect least it should prove more prejudicial 
and injurious to the public and individuals.mu 

He "rrote practically the san1e complaint to Blount, Cocke 
and t>l ackson. Tennessee's congressmen, hoping that they could 
rernedy the irreg·ularitics in the po~tal ~ervire fron1 which the 
East Tennesseans "·ere suffering . 

. Almost a year w·ent by~ and Sevier again ""rote to .A.ndrew 
J a~kson and the othPr eong1·essn1en in 1·egard to the poor mail 
seryice. This letter was written at Knoxville, the capital of 
the State, and dated February 7, 1798. It reads as follo"·s: 

"This day our mail arrived without meeting with that of Abingdon. 
This is either the third or fourth time it has failed since you left here 
for Congress. I am not able to account for such neglect, but it is 
essentially necessary that it should be inquired into and remedied, 
and I make no doubt you will take such measures as may be necessary. 

The di~appointments occasioned by such neglect is often. attended 
with very great difficulties, and at times not easily surmounted. Both 
public and private suffer on the occasion, and the public faith ih the 
office entirely destroyed. I wrote last summer to the Post Master 

!!400. Taylor. Historic Sullivan, p. ::.?.H. 
::◄ 1Sevie1·',.; J.ettPr-., J:inuary T, I ifli. 
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General, who then promised to have the neglect rectified, but it 
has become much more irregular of late than heretofore.'m2 

The Nash,·ille ··I1npartiul ne,·ie"·~' of July 12, 1806, gives 
the following announce1uent of the postmaster-general: 

"Proposals for carrying mails of the United States on the ·follow
ing post-roads ,vill be received at the General Post Office until the 
first day of August, next, inclusive: 

In Tennessee. 

69. From Lebanon by Kavenaugh and Carthage to Mt. Granger 
once in two weeks. Leave Lebanon every other Tuesday at six A. 
M., and arrive at Mt. Granger by six P. M. Leave Mt. Granger 
every other Wednesday at six A. M., and arrive at Lebanon by six 
P. ?.I. 
70. Fron1 Nashville to Charlotte once a week. Leave Nashville every 
Friday at six A. M., and arrive at Charlotte by noon. Leave Char
lotte every Friday at one P. M. and arrive at Nashville by eight 
P. M. 
71. From Burville by Walnut Cove and Chitwood on the turnpike 
road to Wayne, or Pulaski Court House, once in two weeks. Leave 
Burville every other Tuesday at one P. M., and arrive at Wayne 
Court House Wednesday by six P. M. Leave Wayne Court House 
every other Monday at six P. M., and arrive at Burville on Tuesday 
by eleven A. M. 
72. From Palmyra by Stuart Court House to Edd}-ville once in two 
weeks. Leave Palmyra every other Saturday at six A. M. and ar
rive at Eddyville on Sunday by noon. Leave Eddyville every other 
Thursday "at noon and arrive at Palmyra on Friday by six P. l\I. 

In Mississippi Territory. 

73. From Nashville by Franklin, Occochoppe and McIntosh ville to 
Walnut Hills once a week. Leave Nash ville every Friday at five· 
A. M., and arrive at Walnut Hills the next Thursday by six P. M. 
Leave Walnut Hills every Friday at five A. M. and arrive at Nash
ville on Thursday by six P. M. 
i4. From Walnut Hills by Grindston Ford, Port Gibson, Greenville, 
Huntston, Washington. Natchez, Fort Adams, Pinckneyville, _Thomp ... 
son's Creek, Buller's Plains, Baton Rouge, Iberville, Mansher, Ab
berville, La., Forch, German Coast and Red Church to New Orlean·s, 
Leave Walnut Hills every Friday at five A. M., arrive at Natchez oil 
Saturday at five P. l\I. and at New Orleans the next Thursday by 
ten A. M. Returning, leave New Orleans every Friday at two P. 
M., arrive at Natchez on Tuesday at six P. M. and at Walnut Hills 
on Thursday by six P. M." 

"
7hen the letteri-:; lay for sotne tiine in the postoffices and 

were not called for, they ,vere advertised in several issues of 
the nearest papers. The addresses are suggestive and often 
far from definite. :X ote the follO'wing, w·hich were advertised 
in the "Knoxville Gnzette~' ns ren1aining uncalled-for in the 
Abin~don office: 



92 ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BEGINNINGS OF TENNESSEE 

"Robert Simpson, Lead Mines, 
"Charles Deyerle, Russell County, 
"Thomas Crow, Jr., Head of Holston, 
"Thomas Clark, Holston Iron Works, 
"William Coda, SulliYan Court House, 
"Edward Baker, Powell's Valley, 
"John Howell Jones, Near Salt \Vorks.::u 

It ,Yas not until after the '"' ar of 1812 that the postal system· 
became efficient at all in Tennessee, and eYen then the mails 
were infrequent~ often lost and subject to many delays. Ed
,yard Thursby~ of :Xashville~ advertised in the '·Impartial Re
vie,Y .. of ~T an1un·J· :31. 1807~ offering a rew·ard of fifty dollars, 
"for the rec0Ye1J· of so111e bank notes dated at Xe"· Orleans, 
Charleston. Philadelphia and ,vashington/' "·hich had been 
'•for,varded per the mail fron1 Xash,·ille for Philadelphia on 
the second of Septe1nber·:- and "·hich had ·'never come to 
hand.'' "r· L. Bro"·n. of Palnr,ra. 1natle this eutrv in his 

~ ... , . 
diary on Septe1nber 3~ 1812: 

"Last night I received the news of General Hull's capture. A 
horrid torpor appears to have seized people of Tennessee. Patriotism 
is extinct.m" 

The surrender of General ,Yillian1 Hull ,Yas ou the sixteenth 
of .A.ugust~ and the ne"·s did not 1·each Pahnyra until Septem
ber the second, t"·o "·eeks later. Dr. )!organ Bro"~n, the 
father of "'."'· L. Ilro"·n. kept a store, a mill, and an iron fur
nace and forgP.~ and the newi-; " .. ould have reached him as 
soon as an, one in that neighborhood. 

I• L 

THE XEVtSPA.PERS. 

The first ne"·spaper published "·est of the .A.lleghanies was 
the "Pittsburg Gazette.'· ,Yhich " .. as established in 1786 and 
edited b, John Scull. The second "·as the "Kentnckv Ga
zette'~ (17S7). "·hich "·as published at Lexington by William 
Bradford, "·ho brought his printing press do,,n the Ohio 
Rh·er ou a flat-boat and cnt son1e of his type from dogwood 
bushes. The third ,vas p1·inted first at R-ogers,·ille. Tennessee, 
in 1791. (because the Indians "·ere troublesome about Knox
,·ille) ai1d "·as calle«l the •· I~nox,· ille Gazette:· It "·as printed 
by Geo1·ge Rouls1.one. :!:i-1 It ,Ya~ a double sheet each page be
ing ten by ~ixteen inches in size, huxing advertisen1ents and 
reading matter on nll page~. The printer~~ George Roulstone 
and R. Ferguson. thus announce tl1eir first number from· 
Rogers,ille : 

=•~The Knoxville G:izc:ttc .• \pril 1 o, 1 ;-~1ci. 
:«Diary of \V. L. Drown, September 3. IS 1 ~-

=•5.\merican Historic:ll :\fogazine. \',,!. I.. 1896, p. ~43. Roo-=evelt, \Vinning of 
the \\"e~t. \-(IL ITT .. p. ~~9-
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"We have now the pleasure of presentin&: the public with the first 
number of the "Knoxville Gazette." ... The "Knoxville Gazette" 
shall be published once in every two weeks. Each subscriber to 
pay two dollars per annum, one-half on subscribing, the remain-
ing half in six months. mu . 

On lVednesday~ October 10, of the next year, ,ve can read 
the following in re~ar«l to the remoYal to Knoxville: 

1lloved to Knoxville. 
"The ren1oval of the printing office from Hawkins [County] Court 

House to this place prevented the publishing of this paper till this 
day.'r:.41 

This paper soon had a good circulation, and copies ,vere sent 
bv the Knoxville citizens to their friends in the East and ., 
North, as w·ell as to the Cumberland settlement and New 
Orleans. Governor Blount, in 1796, w·riting to General Rob
ertson at Nashville, enclosed a copy, saying: 

The enclosed number of the "Knoxville Gazette" will give you all 
the news respecting the Cherokees.m 

The people of the country at this time depended largely on 
this paper for circulating the news, and many items were sent 
in for publication. ~L\.nother letter of Blount's to Robertson 
contains the follo,v'ing: · 

. "By the publication in the ''Knoxville Gazette," number twenty
five, you will see that the defenders of Buchanan's Station are handed 
to the world with due credit. I have detained the bearer until this 
day for the purpose of collecting from the Station the particulars of 
their repulse."249 

The postage on these papers "·as cheap in comparison to 
that of letters, beiug only ''one cent for each copy to any place 

. within the South"·est Territory, or any distance not exceed
ing one hundred miles," and "one cent and a half for any 
greater distance." The subscription price of two dollars did 
not. include the postage. 250 

In 1801 the fourth General Assembly of the State ordered 
the "t:-ix lists published in the "Gazette," three times at least~ 
the printer to be allo,ved 66 cents each for the printing,"251 

and this practice became comn1on later and included the 
other papers of the State. 

In 1798 George Ronlstone founded the "Knoxville Register," 
and hvo years later he and Parrington published another 

::'6The Knoxville Gazette, Vol. I., No. 1, November 5, 1791. 
:.1The Knoxviile Gazette, October 6, I 792. 
248Robertson's Letters, Vol. I., March 19, 1796. 
2

'
9Robertson's Letters, Vol. I., October 17, 1792. 

::.OTbe Knoxvile Ga7.ettc, November 1, 1794. 
::a:\cts of the Fourth General Assembly, November 14, 1801. 



9-l ECONO:.\llC AND SOCIAL BEGINNI!\GS OF TENNESSEE 

pape1·, the --Genius of Libert~·:· Knoxville, therefo~, had 
three ·weekly papers by the beginning of the nineteenth cen
tury. In 1804 George Roulstone "·as succeeded as editor on 
the "Knoxville Gazette·~ by a printer named ,vnson, who 
came to XashYille in 1818 and published the ··Xashville Ga-

tt ., ..... ze e- .--•-
In 1798 Blount wrote to Robert8ou ns follo,vs: 

"I am glad to hear you are about to get a paper published at 
Nashville, and as the publisher is to come from Kentucky, there is 
a well founded hope that he is not a ministerial printer.'~ 

This is probably a slight commentary on the controversial 
nature of the ministers of that time. 

The reference ,yas to a man named Henkle, "·ho printed in 
1797 at Xasbville the first nun1bers of the "Tennessee Gazette 
and Mero District ... .\dvertiser:· The next Jear this paper 
was sold to Benjan1in Bradford. "·bo renan1ed it the "Clarion'' 
and transferred it to his cousin. Thomas G. Bradford. Like 
the "Knoxville Gazette/· this paper had four pages about ten 
by fourteen inches, and "·as published ,veekly. In 1807 it 
was enlarged and became the "Clarion and Tennessee Ga
ZPtte;• fina11~· being dh;continued in 1824.z:-.. 

The •· I1npartial Revie"· and Cumberland Repository·' was 
established at Xashville in 1805 b, Thomas Easton. It also .. 
had four pages. "·hich "-ere a little larger than those of the 
ordinary paper. being about fourteen by t,venty inches. This 
paper published the follo"·ing announcement in the issues 
of its second ,ear: .. 

"This paper is published every Saturday at two dollars in ad
vance, or two dollars and a half at the end of the year. Notes will 
be required· of all those who do not pay in advance. Advertisements 
not exceeding sixteen lines entered for seventy-five cents the first 
time, and twenty-five cents for each other time. They must be ac
companied by the money.',=:; 

The '·Impartial Revie"··· 'Was printed for only t"·o or three 
years, being discontinued because it did not pay heary divi
dend.$. 

Thomas Bradford started a monthly magazine in 1809 in 
his ··Clarion .. office. "·hich he called ··The )Iuseum/~ but it. , , 

too, "·as short-lived. being too expensive. It contained thirty
two pages~ ,,·ith t1'·o columns to the page. and sold for only 
two dollars a Year. It did not last even a ,ear.::?5t . .. 

=nc\\ritt in :\mericar. Historical :\Iag:izine, ,·01. \·1 .. p. Z2e 

::.JRobertson°s Letters, \"oi. II., ~larch 19, 1;96. 
:~ctavton. Histon· oi Da,·idson Co\mlY, p. ::?.:?9. 
:•.jlmpartial Revie~v, XoYember I, 1806. 
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PA.PER. 

The "Knoxville Gazette" seems to have been the most sue• 
cessful of all of these early Tennessee papers, but from the 
files of the State Historical Society there are a number of copies 
missing. One of the causes was the scarci(y of paper, w·hich 
was at first imported from Philadelphia or Xorth Carolina. 
,Yilliam llacklin, Secretary of State of TennesseeJ in 1796, 
complains of the shortage of p~per, saying: 

"We can't obtain any military blanks till Mr. Roulstone (printer) 
returns from North Carolina, as there appears to be no probability 
of procuring paper at this time sufficient for tl:at purpose."2:16 

Gottlieb Shober, in 1806, had a paper· mill near Salem, 
Stokes County, Nor.th Carolina, and he advertised in the 
"K.noxville Gazette~' in that year that he had an "assortment 
of ""riting, printing and ""rapping paper" ""hich he w·ished 
to dispose of "on reasonable terms.'n:;r 

About this same time a Mr. James Burnett, at Beaver 
Creek, Barren County, Kentucky, also advertised blank books, 
writing paper and different kinds of legal forms for sale at 
h.is paper mill, and he ,vas ,villing to take in exchange old 
cotten and linen rags and clothes at three dollars per one 
hund1·e<l pounds. :!r.s 

'l'he eighth General Assembly passed an act in X ovember, 
1909, "to encourage the manufacture of paper/' as follow·s: 

'Be it enacted that all persons immediately in the employment of 
the manuf~cturing of paper in any of the mills erected within this 
State, or that may be employed in any mill hereafter to be erected, 
be, and they are hereby exempted from working on the roads or 
highways, and from attending musters in the counties, regiments or 
battallions to which they may belong.":?:1° 

One of the striking things about the letters, docu1nents~ 
and even the old ne"·spapers of this time, is the good con
dition of the paper on which they are ,vritten. It still has a 
good body, is tough, and has not faded after all these years 
as much as the paper of to-day ,vill do in as many months. 

THE PROFESSIONS. 

The professional men followed close upon the heels of the 
first explorers; in fact, some of the early explorers were pro: 
fessional men seeking adventure and new lands. People be· 
eame sick and called for physicians ; their land boundaries 

251Scvicr's Letters, September 4, 1796. 
:J~Knoxvillc Gazette, November 1, 1806. 
~Impartial Review, January 31, 1807. 
::119Laws of Ter.nessee. Scott's 1-:dition, Vol. I., p. 1165. 
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had to be laid out and they ueeded surveyors; they became 
involved in disputes o,·er these land claims and demanded 
lawyers. ..A.s the settle1nents grew·, the people could afford 
dentists, and even men of leisure, ,vho bred and raced fine 
blooded horses, and others ,vho hired out husky negroes t~ 
labor by the dav or ,Yeek. . ~ 

,v e kno,v tba t .Andre\\· -T ackson and -T ohu i\IcX airy came 
to Jonesboro, Washington County, from :North Carolina, in 
1788, and ,vere '"admitted to practice as attorneys~' in the 
Washington County Court. On that same day, the twelfth 
of May, five men, another of ,vhom ,vas .... i\.rchibald Roane, 
later governor of the State, ""ere admitted to the bar in that 
one-story, log court-house~ tw·enty-four feet square~ at Jones
boro.''2i;o 

From that day Tennessee has never lacked able lawyers. 
and some of the greatest pioneers in Tennessee's history have 
been members of the legal profession. Hugh L. \Vhite, w!:io 
founded Knoxville, David Can1pbell, "\Villie Blount, another 
governor of the State, John Overton and Thomas Benton, 
all of ,v horn became prominent in their later lives, began 
their careel's practicing la "r in Tennessee. !lore than fifty 
men had been admitted to the bar in Davidson Countv alone •· 
before the ,var of 1812 had closed.:?fll 

,vnliam Tatha1n, in 179:{~ laid <lo,vn t,velve goou rules 
,vhich he "'"ould follcny "for the good of his clients" in Knox
ville and vicinitJ. Ile pro1nised '"not to turn a deaf ear to 
any man because his purse "ras en1pty," and '~he "'"ould be 
faithful and just and not unfaithful to himself, and not un
mindful to the cause of hu1nanity.~u:.: Good rules, indeed, are 
these for all of us to follo,v. 

There must have. been se,·eral men :.well acquainted with 
legal n1atters in the original Cn1nberlan<l settle1nent, for in 
the Cu1nberlan<l Con1pact, <lra"·n up ~lay 1, 1780, provision 
w·as made for a court and judges and persons to try casesJ 
and land disputes did a1·ise almost iinn1etliately. Thomas 
Claiborne inserted his ca1·d in the ''l1npartial Revie,v" in 1807 
as ,vishing to ''practice la,v in the courts of Davidson and 

· adjoining counties.'~ Another la,vyer calls attention to the 
fact that he has had experience in \Tirginia and is ready to 
give attention to all matters. 2

G
3 .And the next year Howell 

280Allison. Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History, p. 5. Acts of \Vashington 
County Court, 1788. 

201CJayton. History of Davidson County. p. 9i
:?82Knoxville Gazette, April 20, 1 i93· 
:?6:tTmpartial Review, May 9, 1807. 
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Tatum advertises that he is available in his "office on Cedar 
Street, near Cedar Knob,2u 4 for land cases only," and that 
"the applicant 1nust be prepared to meet the charge," \\"hich 
would '~he in proportion to the importance of the case."26

:i 

SURYEYORS. 

Of all the early surveyors, Daniel Smith, who built his 
famous "Rock Castle'J in Sumner County about 1784, was 
probably the most noted. He ,vas an accomplished civil engi
neer, and not only helped to establish the Northen boundary 
line of the State, but ""as the "author of a geography of Ten
nessee ,vhich contained the first map of the State made from 
actual surveys.''260 

· 

,ve kno,v that Absalom Tatun1, Isaac Shelby and Anthony 
Bledsoe ,vere the commissioners ,vho "ran the line" of the 
military reservation in 1783, and John Peyton, too, was one 
of a party of surveyors in ~Iiddle Tennessee for whom "Hang
ing liaw" broke "the land stealer [ compass] against a tr;,.,-e.''2111 

Surveyors' advertisements appeared, like other professional 
cards, in the papers from time to time. Elijah Robertson, of 
Middle Tennessee, inserted the following notice to surveyors 
in the "Knoxville Gazette" : 

"I am ready to superintend and direct the surveying of any lands 
in the Territory of the United States South of the River Ohio, that 
I have engaged to show to any lawful surveyc,r.'"88 

The tavern keepers have already been mentioned in this 
chapter. The school teachers and ministers are considered. 
in the last chapter. There were keepers of ferries, who ad
vertised their boats and willingness to serve the public. They 
were paid by the United States government when United 
States troops had to cross, and the governor certified to the 
accuracy of the account. Major Colbert, Indian owner of 
ferries over the Duck and Tennessee rivers, was p·aid "four 
hundred and thirty-tw·o dollars for the ferriage of the Ten• 
nessee volunteers in the expedition to and from the Natchez 
country in 1803 and 1804." Henry Dearborn, Secretary of 
War, wrote Robertson and Colonel Return -· Meigs, asking 
whether the sun1 w·as sufficient. 2c0 These ferry owners were 
obliged by Ia,v, too, to keep places of entertainment, and were 
ta..xed five dollars, the regular "ordinary," or tavern license. 
This old North Carolina law·, ,vhich had been re-enacted in 

284Now Capitol Hill. 
~Impartial Review, July 7, 1808. 
:?MGarrett & Goodpasture, History of Tenneg~ee, pp. I 17-nS. 
:.:vrsec page j6. 
:?1!8Knoxville Gazette, April 1, 1792. 
2rone:1rborn to Rohertgon, Robertson's Letters, Vol. VIII., February 27, 1806. 
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TennesseeJ waR repealed 
Xashville ,Yas aided hv . 
Cumberland. :!it 

in 1801.:!io 1 >a ,·idson _.\cademy at 
the inco1ne fron1 a ferry over the 

T. Overton advertised iu 1807 that he had "'negroes to hire 
' . ' among ,vhom'' w·ere "se,·eral 1nechan1cs. ,•~;:.: The paper in which 

this announce1nent appears contains n1any other notires of 
ow·ners' offering for hire negrot\~ a1Hl apprentices. There ·are. 
too, in aln1ost e,·el')' issue anno111H·e1nents fron1 <nvners of fine 
horses, such as "Buoy," ''\~onng )f el~inney Hoan/' Royalist," 
"imported frou1 the Englh;h 1·neing i-.tahle8~ .. "rrrnxton,''::7~ and 
others, that their sta]li(lns a1·e at thP "service of the public" 
at prices ranging fro1n six dollars to fifty. ..:\ndre,v .Jackson's 
terms for "Truxton'· we1·e ·'Thirty dollars per season, payable 
in merchantable ginned cotto11.:.:i-l 

DENTISTS .\ND DOCTORS. 

Dr. ,vhitney gave notice in 1808 in Nashville that he cured 
''scurvey in teeth and gums," took "a ,vay bad breath, trans
planted artificial teeth as natural as living and rendered liv-

. ing ones as ,vhite as ivory~ at the Talbot Hotel."2
;

5 The old 
custom of transplanting teeth ,vas quite common at this time. 
The teeth ,vere taken fron1 a slave, or bought from those will
ing to sell, and put into the sockets of the lost teeth, but 
.modern· dentists say that the operation could not have been 
a very successful one. 

Physicians ,vere among the earliest pioneers in Tennessee. 
_Col. Arthur Campbell, ,vriting to ,villiam Preston concern
.ing a boy living near the Virginia-Tennes~ee line, who had 
been cut on the skull by an Indian to1naha.""k in 1774, said: . ., . 

"I have employed an old man that has some skill to attend him. I 
wish I could get Dr. Loyd to him. If he cannot come please try if 
_the D~tor could not send me up some medicine with directions.'m• 

Dr. Morgan Bro"·n, w·ho founded Paln1yra, near Clarks
ville, in 1776, began to practice 1nedicine there the year before. 
-When he ""as absent froin ho1ne, his son often prescribed reme
dies, making notes in his dia1·y snch as: 

January 8, 1805. 
· "Went to see Mr. Bingham who is sick, and when I came home 

sent him the medicine, viz: 
3 teaspoonfuls of laudenum, 
3 teaspoonfuls of spts. sal ammonia, 
6 teaspoonfuls of tinct. of saff ern. 

:?1°Acts of Fourth General Assl:mbly, October ::>(), 18or 
::,1see page 1.p. 
:?72lmpartial Review, February -; . 18oi, 
273"Truxton" was the great race horse nf .\ndn~w Jal·kson. See page 
~14•1mpartial Review, April 11, 1 Soi. 
r.:1Jmpartial Review, July 7, 1808. 
2711 O1iver Taylor, Historic Sullivan, p. 31. 
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January 10th. 
Let Nathan Peeble have a purge of jalop and calomel for a 

negro woman. 

January 12th. 
Jas. Sn1ith can1e for some medicine for his child and it ,vas three 

purges and some oil of rheu.:-.1 

February 13th, 1805. · 
Dressed a wound of M&jor Ross's Harry for one l1alf a pound of 

sugar, which I had a sweet cake made of." 

,vhere the ho1nes \\"ere isolated and "'id(~ly scattered, ., . 
the inmates had to depend a great deal on home medicines 
and ""hat crude first-aid they could give until a doctor could 
be secured. A physician's fees ,vere high and he ,vas hard to 
get at time~. John Sevier gives in hi~ diary, ,vhich covered 
a period fro1n 1790 to 181Z'i, more than thirty-five local reme
dies, formulas and prescriptions for ailing 1nan and beast. 
While he ,vas in Congress he heard of many ne,v remedies 
and recorded them in his diarJ". Re "·rote do"·n cures,-"sure 
cures" he often called them,-for headache, vomiting, yello"~ 
fever, dropsy, rheu1natism, gravel, diarrhoea, tapew·orms, sore 
eyes, "fl.uenzy, fever and ague, plurisy, apoplexy, indigestion, 
cancer and worms in children." Some of the remedies he sug
gests, such as castor oil, sulphur and aloes, are used to-day, 
but others are ridiculous, to say the least. The remedy is 
worse than the ill. This one he prescribes for rheumatism : 

"Take a handful of the inside bark of prickly ash about six inches 
long, the same quantity of red earth worms, and about the same 
quantity of both those articles of the oil of hog's feet, and stew all 
together until the worms are desolved. Strain out the sediment and 
nnoint with the oil for Rheumatism." 

The follo""ing one for "fever and ague" is quite striking: 

"Take three small balls of spider's webb for three mornings in 
Lyquor or Tea-is a cure for fever and ague or dumb ague."218 

We can understand the sthuulating effect of the ''Lyquor," 
but it is hard to imagine any good effect from the "spider's 
webbs." 

The stores in the different to,vns kept a good line of home 
remedies. ~Jame~ )filler, nt Ro~ersville, in 1792 advertises, 
among other things, "can1phor, assafoetida. aloes, Glauher's 
salts, Bateman's drops, hest rum, hranrl~·. · "~ine and whis
key."279 In the same ~·ear SamnPl Cow·an. nt .T OUP!-;horo and 

:mniary of \V. L. Brown, January 8-15, 1805. 
::11 Sevier's Diary in Heiskcll's Andrew Jackson and Early Tennessee History, pp. 

589-592. · 
::?79Knoxville Gazette, February I J, 1792. 
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Knoxville, adds '"Haarlem oil, essence of lavender, essence of 
pennyroyal, tartar emetic, rhubarb, poison aranetta, logwood 
and madder'' to the list.280 And Dav·id Deaderick, of Jones
boro and Greeneville, offers at his tw·o stores "British oil, Tut·· 
lington's balsam, Godfrey·s cordial, Peruvian bark, spts. tur
pentine, spts. ha1·tshorn, mecurial ointment, borax, allum, 
antimony and Hooper's pills."281 

.. A.11 of these stores sohl 
"Buchanan's Family Physician,'~ w-Ili-ch seemed to be a house
~old ,vord in those days. Some of the taverns, too, kept medi
cines together ,vi th their stocks of "best ,vines and liquors." 
Richard J. Conn announced in 1792 that "medicines generallv .. 
used in families" could be "had on moderate term~" at his 
tavern at .. A.bingdon, Virginia. 282 

The surgery of the pioneer's time ,vas crude, of course, 
compared with that of to-day. Bleeding ,vas common for most 
any ill. Sevier makes note at least t,vice in his diary that he 
bled sick people. Nature took her course ,vi th the maimed 
and wounded, and often restored the patient in spite of the 
covering with poultices and home-made plasters and drench
ings with rum and w·hiskey. 
· In one of the Draper }Ianuscripts is an account of a Dr. 

Patrick ,rance's treatment for scalped persons. He discovered 
it in 1776 while third surgeon among the men quartered at 
Long Island in the upper Holston River. He bored holes in the 
skull in order to create a ne,v flesh covering for the exposed 
bone. On being called a,vay, he taught James Robertson how 
to perform the operation. He declared: 

"I have found that a flat-pointed, straight awl is the best instru
ment to bore with, as the skull is thick and somewhat difficult to pene
trate. When the awl is nearly through the instrument should be 
borne more lightly upon. The time- to quit boring is when a reddish 
fluid appears on the po.int of the awl. I bore at first about one inch 
apart, and as the flesh appears to rise in these holes, I bore a num
ber more between the first and second, etc. The scalped head cures 
slowly. It skins remarkably slow, generally taking two years.'ns:1 

.. 

Dr. Felix Robertson said that Dr. James ,vhite was the 
first of the medical profession to settle at Nash ville, and that 
he can1e about 1784.284 l)r. R-obertson himself ,vas the first 
'\\"hite child born at Nashville, and as he ""as the son of James 
Robertson, and ,vas born soon after the party arrived in 
· 17so and spent 1nost of his life there, he ,vas in a good position 
to know. Dr. Robertson began to practice medicine in Nash-

!!80Knoxville Gazette, August It, 1791. 
::st Knoxville Gazette, July 14, I 79z. 
::s:?Knoxville Gazette, April 21, 1792. 
283OJiver Taylor, Historic Sullivan, p. 65. · · 
::ti4.\. V. Gu,dpasture in Tennc!-see Historical :\[agazine, Vol. I., p. 282. 
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rille ,vhile a young n1an. and "·on sou1e distinction in his pro
fession. Dr. J. R. l1ellf'ol'<l 1·ented his office dul'ing the winter 
of 1~07, "·hile Uobertson was in Philadelphia. llis announce
ment i~ H!-; follo,v~: 

"Dr. J. R. Bedford occupies the shop of Dr. Felix Robertson, and 
proposes to exercise in the practice of medicine. He therefore tenders 
his services as a physician to the city of Nashville and vicinity. As 
to any claim in public patronage to wbich merit may entitle him, he 
awaits free of apprehension the decision of experience.ms:. 

Tu the fo11owing A.pl'il llr. lledford ,Yent down the Cumber
lurnl on a barge to :Xew (h·lt1aus, and l)r. l{ohcrh;;on l'etnrned 
and again resumed his praetice.:?".: 

Shortly befote · this tin1e, Dr .. J ohu ll. i\larable opened au 
office in the vicinity of Nashville, and Thomas ,vatson, w·ith. 
w·hoin he boarded, inserted in the paper the notice that "Dr. 
liarahle respectfully teuders hi~ ser,·ices to the public in 
l,hvsic 1nid w·iferv etc.":!s, ., , ., ' 

This a<lverth.:;ement appPared in the '·KnoxYille Gazette~· ou 
)lav 8, 1794. •· 

"Dr. Thomas McCombs informs the public that he has moved to 
Knoxville for the purpose of entering into the pratice of physic. 
Long studies and experience under the most eminent physicians in 
the Atlantic States, and attention to his profession encourage him to 
ask for patronage. He has on 'hand constantly a large and general 
assortment of genuine medicines." 

There \\~ei e othPr physicians throughout the State, most 
of them coining fro1n Virginia, and as the settlements grew·, 
thP~~ inc-rea8<:>ll in 11111nher like1 the n1en of the other profession8. 

::-~·Impartial Rc\'icw. October :::9, 1 ~oi 
~-nimpartial Rc\'icw, ~\pril :::8, 1808. 
:!"'-Impartial Review, July 1,. 18oi, 
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CH.APTER VI. 

AGRICULTURE. 

One of the things that drew· the early settlers to the virgin 
frontier lands ""as the drea1n of rich soil. abundant and easy . .. 
to obtain,-antl the dt ea1n often proved to be true. Governor 
John Se,ier, addressing the General Assembly of the State at 
Knoxville, Septe1nbPr l!l, 1799, said: 

"Providence has blessed this State with a soil peculiarly calculated 
for the production of wheat, hemp, flax, cotton, tobacco and indigo." 
nntl all of these crops ""ere gro",1 by those rapidly filling the 
npw· State. ~'Forty acres and a mule" did not n1ean a living in 
those daJs of extensive, rather · than intensive farming. 
Little fe1·tilizer \\·as needed, and the1·e "'"as no systematic 
rotation of c1·ops. \Vhen a fertile valley or meadow· ,vas ex• 
haustecl. another one l~yiu~ near \\"as used, 01· another flat or 
hillside \\·as cleared. 1-.,he rich loa1n that had accu1nulated fo1· 
centurie!-; produced fruitful yields. It ""as loose and easil~· 
broken up, but the crop required constant cultivation, other• 
wise the "·eeds "·ould soon have choked it out. Tliis meant 
nll hands in the fields, nn«l in the early days tnany of the men. 
Wl>n1eu, and even children " .. ere shot by the Indians ·'while 
the~ .. "·ere " .. orkiug in the field:-, near the house.'~ 

Corn, of course, ,vas the sta.ple crop. Every faniily that ex
pected to remain through the summer at a place planted a 
field of corn. In the stnnmer of 1780 Colonel Donel:-;on raisetl 
a good crop at Clover Botton1,~88 near Nashville, and near it a 
small patch of cot.ton. Here his men ,v·ere attacked hy the 
Indians and some of them killed, ,vhen they "took tw·o boats 
up tl1e river for the purpose of bringing aw·ay the corn.'·12s~ The 
fodder "·a8 taken fro1n the stalk and dried for "roughness," 
and tied in sn1all bundle~; the corn itself was eaten both green 
and dry. "\iVhen dried, it ""as ground into meal and ,vas much 
more <>onunon than flour, ,vhich "·a!-'. at first n1ore or le~s of a 
luxury. The tavern8 sold she1le<l corn by the gallon for hor8<~
feed, togethe1· w .. ith oats and rye. T·he price ~enerally varied 
fron1 eight cenh;; to twelve cent~.~wo It ,vai;; u~ecl, too, ns a 

I 

:ssThe famou;; bottom on Stone River, seven miles from Nashville on the Lebanon 
Road, where Jackson "s horse-races were held. See pag-c 1 ;"t,. 

~Haywood, History of Tennessee, p. 128. 

:!'IIOTaylor, Historic Sullivan, p. 97. 
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mediu111 of ext'hauge. heiug a nece~sity. Many a family de
pended on co1·11 and the gatne theJ could kill for their main 
articles of diet through the "·inter. The merchants adver
tised their "·ares, and the artisans the lo" .. p1ices of their serv
ices, payable in ··hard 1noney/'-,vhich ""as scarce,-or corn . 
. A man like ~T ohu 8p,·jp1-. "·ho had great tracts of land, kept 
on hand a good supply. "·hich he sold during the winter. There 
are sc,·ernl entries in hi!-: d_iary such as the follo"·ing: 

l\femo of corn delivered to sundry persons. 
Monday, May 6th, 1796. 

To l\'Ir. Sec. H. per order from Mr. Doake, 8 bushels, 
To Andrew Lilburns, sundry times, 12 bushels, 
To 2 men living at Holt's place, 4 bushels, 
To :rt'Ioses Racket, 2 bushels of rye, 
To Wm. Celry, 5 bushels, 
l\frs. Kennedy. corn, 1 bushel, 
:Mr. Hunt (B. Smith) two bushels.::n 

Sevier records taking corn 1o mill, planting antl gathering it, 
and attending hu8ldng bees. He also speaks of so"ing and 
harvesting ,Yheat, buying flour, and paying tavern prices for 
green "rhe.at. Re makes an entry on November 19th and 20th, 
1796, that he ''sow·ed Timothy seed.'' 

'l'imothy, corn foddPl". "Yoluuteer ~rnss'' and cane leaves 
seen1 to have been the chief rough feed8 for stock. ,vhen Mor
gan and l)aniel Smith ""'ere · running the line bet,veen Vir
~inia and that part of Xorth Carolina \\"hich "~as later Ten
nessee, in N o,·en1her. 1 TT!J. they "·ere forced to turn back on , . .. 
reachin~ Clear Fork Creek on the Cumberland Plateau, be-
cause. as Daniel Smith said in his journal, "the season ,vas 
far advanced and the country ,vas 1nountainous and verv bar-., , .., 

· ren, not yielding a sufficient quantity of cane for the pack
horse~, ,vhich for son1e tin1e had been their principal sup
po1-t..''~n:! 

Tlie methods of agricnl tnre used by the early Tennesseans 
""onltl he considerccl ernde to-daY. Of course~ the labor ,vas . . 
done by han<l. The plo"·s con1monly ""ere of " ... ood, on "rhich 
\\"as bolted a "bull tongue/' or plain. straight point, although 
some of the stores adYerti~ed "1nouldboards" and iron shares, 
w·hicll " .. ere beginning; to ro1ne into nse at the close of the 
eighteenth century. 

John Bnchannn ][uri-av. au ei1rly settler in ,vnliamson ._ . .., 
County, is quoted as ~ayin~ in his <lrsr1-iption of farming- con. 
ditio11s in the ~nrly <l:rn~: . . 

:!111 Diary of John Sevier, Ilei:-kell's Andrew Jackson arnl Early Tennessee History, 
\ ·01. II, p. 534· 

~:Tennessee Historical :\fagazinc, Yol. 1, p. 56. Note. 



104 ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BEGINNINGS OF TENNESSEE 

"We farmed with the crudest implements. Our plows were wooden 
with no iron about them except the point. The next plow was the 
bull tongue. The1·e were no mules. We used oxen for the beasts of 
burden. The first grain I ever saw harvested was with the reap. 
hook, cutting only a handful at a time, throwing it together, later 
tying into bundles. The grain was tramped out by horses. It was 
then placed on a sheet and fanned out by rapidly raising and lowering 
the sheet in the air. Corn, oats and tobacco ,vere also grovm."u; 

Each home had its vegetable garden, and also its cotton, 
flax and tobacco patches. The cotton "·as gro",1 for its fibre, 
,vhich was combed out by hand, spun into thread and w·oven 
into cloth. The ginning " .. as done b)· hand until ,vhitney's 
gin ca1ne into use in the State about 1805.204 .After that the 
production greatly increased; gins became common and were 
taxed according to the number of sa,vs, .or toothed extractors, 
they contained. 

The flax w·as heckled-that is, broken up and the long fibres 
separated from the shorter ones--and ,voven into linen. W. L. 
Bro,vn, of Palmyra, entered in bis diary in 1806 the contents 
of a ,vagon-load of produce he ,vas to sell, consisting of 

1 barrel of whiskey, 36 gals., 
7 barrels of flour, 245 lbs., 

29 lbs. of heckled flax. 

He adds, "Tony gave me $6.50 " .. hich he got for 3 bushels of 
rye and 8 bushels of corn."295 

TOBACCO. 

The Virginians and North Carolinians had been accus• 
tomed for generations to raising their ow·n tobacco. It had 
been a staple crop there since the earliest days of tl1e colonies. 
being used as a medium of exchange, and large quantities of 
it ""ere sent to England as early as the last part of the seven• 
teen th century. No garden. ""'as deemed complete in pioneer 
Tennessee w'ithout this essential plant. ~Iost of the family 
used it, smoking it in pipes, che"ring it, or taking it as snuff. 
'"11en the roads " .. ere opened, so it could be hauled out or 
shipped down the rivers, the General A.t\.ssenibly established in· 
spection places and regulated its traffic. In 1797 the justices 
of Davidson County ,vere "empo" .. ercd to authorize the build· 
ing of public " .. are-house...<;, appoint inspectors, regulate salaries 
and le,-y an annual tax on tobacco.''296 

T\\ .. o years later the ... i\ssembly passed a la"'" prohibiting the 

:.'fl3Nashvillc Banner, July 6, 192.2. 

:NSee page 65. 
211~Diary of \V. L. Brown, :\lay 20, 1806. 
:WActs of General ~\sscmbly, October 20, 1797. 
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exporting of tobacco, unless it had been packed in hogsheads, 
or casks, of regulation size (staves not over fifty inches long 
and head not over thirty-t,vo inches across) and inspected "to 
restrain tl1e practice of mixing trash "·ith the stemmed to
baceo/' The follo,ving ,vere designated as inspection places: 

In Davidson County, Nashville, ,v aynesboro, Haysboro. 
In Sumner County, Cairo, James Sanders'. 
In Smith County, Bledsboro. 
In Montgomery County, Clarksville, Port Royal. 
In Greene County, Greeneville.wi 

'l'he location of these places sho"'"s us ,vhere the tobacco 
was being grow·n at that time, and it is true at the present 
day that these same counties are still among the leading ones 
of the State in its production. 

GARDENS. 

The gardens ,vere entrust~d generally to the care of the 
pioneer ",.omen, as they are in many parts of Tennessee to-day. 
The hea ,·y ,vork, such as plo,ving, breaking up the clods and 
"layin:!-ofl?' the ground, "'"as done by the men. They had most 
of the Yegetables comn1on to us no,Y. Sevier entered in hh~ 
diary records of planting celery, n1elons, cabbage, radishes, 
cuctnnhers and potatoes. On F1·iday, the eighth ,o.f February, 
1799, he made this memorandum: 

Re'cd from1 Doctor Powell the West Indian mango. It is to be 
planted in the ground and covered in the winter. It may be eaten 
like the cucumber and makes excellent pickle. It will last after 
being planted some years. 

There is no record, though. that he attempted to introduce the 
plant and gro,v it. 

W. L. Brown relates hi~ experiment~ " .. ith potatoes in 1800 
at Palmyra as follows : 

"We planted our white Irish potatoes. About twelve feet of the 
north end of the row I planted with whole potatoes, the other twelve 
feet of the south end are planted with cut potatoes. The first six 
feet adjoining the whole ones are planted with cut side down, the 
six feet to the south are planted with the cut side up. They were 
planted in a trench about six inches deep, then we filled it with 
shattered fodder, then made a ridge of dirt on it eight inches high. 
The fourth row cut and whole potatoes were mixed and cotton-seed 
put in place of fodder.":?g8 

The plant~r here is experimenting to see w-I1ether whole 
potatoes yield better results, or cut ones; and " .. hether shat
tered fodder is better, or cotton-seed, a~ fertilizer. His father 

:?11•.\cts of General .\ssembly. October 26, 1 i99· 
:."!l'I\V. L. Urown's Diary. March 18. 1806. 
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had heen ou this place since l7UJ., a11tl the prohabilities are 
that he \\"U.s planting in g1·ound that ha<l bt'en in use for eight 
or ten years at least. It is saitl that the lntlinus ,vere used 
to placing fish in the hills of corn iu Jields "·lwre the ground 
" .. as old. or the ~oil exhanstt1d by long tending. 

TRADE. 

\:Vith the pioneer. 8eekiug la1ul~ went the trapper, hunting 
furs. He "·as the first tradt\r that ca HlP into 'l'ennessee to 
bargain ""it.h the Indians. Ile conltl trap the unirnals him
self, but he soon found it 1nuch eu8ier to ln1y the furs from the 
Indians, or exchange a few· 1nirrors~ head~. b1·ightly colored 
calicoes, rifles and gallons ,of rnn1 for the1n. It " .. as quicker 
and cheaper. ,Ye kno,v that. 'rhnothe De J[onl>reun traded be• 
tween Kaskaskia, below· St. Louis, and the Ilig Salt Lick as 
early as 1775, and that he han1e<1 hoat-loa<lH of furs up the 
Mississippi Rive1r. Ile• alHo \\.(,nt do\\,1 the ri,·er in 1770 to 
New· ()l'leans ,Yith buffalo hidt1s an<l tallo"··:.!:rn 

The peddler ca1ne after the fnr hny<'l', carrying on paek
horses, or in a pack on his back, the thiug-8 that the frontier 
people ,vanted-sn1all articles. like razors. knives~ needles, 
pins, 11ibbons, "·atches and jewelr.v. Re often took back furs_. 
w·hich he converted into n1onev at the bor<ler cities . . , 

Trading posts followP<t and "-prp oftPn conte1nporaneous 
,vith the trappers and the peddle1·H. 'l,hese trading posts "·ere 
generally at the forts, and ,vere estahlishe,1 for trading par
ticularly "'ith the India1u~, "·ho1u they ~on1et.iines s,vindled 
and "rith w·bom they occasioually heeanlP: Yery unpopular,
like the one at Tellico Block-houi;;;e. 'l,he Cherokees protested 
vehemently to Governor Sevit'r agaiirnt the poor quality of 
the goods that were sold them at that plnee. 

STORES. 

Some of these posts heenn1e p;euernl ~to1·es aR the Inrlians 
w·ere forcerl " .. est\\·ar<l, antl. in atlclitio11 to tl1Psti~ oth(lt' stores 
,vere openC1cl by independent n1e1·el1an1s. 'l,ltey announced the 
"latest impo1·tations of goods jnst arrh·ed fro111 Philadelphia, 
Richmond and Baltin1ore.'~ and the advertise1nents contain 
long lists of articles for h onscl1ol<1 use. .J an1es l\Iiller, in 1792, 
announced "stores at I{noxvillt .. at Peter :\Iorrison's on the 
north fork of the Holston. an<l at ·Rogersville," w·here he kept 
''a constant supply of g-oo<ls for Indian traders. suitable for 
their purposes." He n1ention8 "rarpcnters· tools. shoemakers' 
tools, hih, nnd angers. <·hisPls. lta1nn1<·1·s. ~dn1lets. srythrs and 

!."J'JE)liott, Early History of Xashvillc, p. 2j3. 
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cutting knives, razors, shears and scissors, ·steel traps, tea
kettles, steel and iron.'~300 

.A typical advertisement is the foll(n,ing one of December, 
1791: 

John Somerville and Co. beg leave to inform the public that they 
have just opened a store on German Creek, where they have a large 
and general assortment of well chosen goods from the markets of 
Philadelphia and Baltimore, which they are determined to sell on the 
most reasonable terms that goods have been sold for in the Weste1·n 
Country-for Cash. 'rhe highest price will be allowed for bear, deer, 
otter, wild cat, muskrat, mink, fox, and raccoon skins, and all kinds 
of fur whatever. Beeswax, linsey, and seven hundred linen wanted 
immediately, and a quantity of rye, corn and fodder, for which a 
generous price will be given/A1 

This notice show·s the artitles used as media of exchange. 
"Seven hundred linen" n1eans n certain ""eight,-seven hun
drecl threads. .A .. ny linen w·ith fe,ver threads "!'as considered 
poor, that ·with one thousand th1·(lads being high grade. These 
stores bought the prouuce of the <"onntry. like grain~ hay an<l 
whiskey, and gave in return their "~tore good~/' 

Nelson and Company the next ~rear announced the follo,v
ing "new goods for sale nt their store at Rogersville, Ha"'"
kins Countv Court Honse'': ... 

Clothes, superfine and second und coarse; plain and striped coat
ings; spotted swan skin; velvets, all colors; buff denim; green plush; 
poplins; calicoes; n1uslins; cam bricks; lawn and 1nuslin handker
chiefs; men's and ,vomen's stockings, cotton and silk; Irish linen; 
blankets; bed ticks; hats, men's ond women's. · 

Powder. lead and flints; queensware; pewter; playing cards; cop
peras; n1adder; brimestone; allspice; pepper and ginger; coffee and 
chocolate; Bohea and Hyson tea. Bibles and Testaments; tinware of 
all kinds; knives, pen, pocket and cutting; scissors; needles, thim
bles; shoe and knee buckles; stirrup irons; bridle bits; and articles 
too numerous to mention.302 

The same year Stepl1en Duncan announced an openin~ at 
Knoxville, the next year Robert "ryley another at Greeneville. 
and the next ~"ear Ed,var<l l\IcFa1·1ing 8till nnothrr at the 
"fording place on the Big Pigeon RiYPr.'~::o~ ~\ll of th(l~e 
~tores kept good-sized genPrnl !--tock~, con~isting of dry p;ood~~ 
notions, tin and hard,Yare.-nnd eYen a ~mall line of dru~~- . 

By 1806 Nashvi1le ,vas quite a town, ,vith general stores. 
,J. Hennen offered for sale "a co1uplete line of d1·ugs and medi-

' cines." J. H. Smith offered, . 
Bar iron. plows, hoes, axes, trace chains, clover seed, writing 

paper, bottled porter, twilled bags, tow cloth, cyder, royal and salt.304 

::ooKnoxville Gazette, February 11, 1 i9.:?, 
301 KnoxvHle Gazette, December 31, 1791. 
::O'.!Knoxvillc C.azctte, January q, 1;9::. 
~ 3Knoxvitle G:n:cttc, Dcceml){'r q, 179.2, Dcccmhcr 7, 1793, )fay 8, 1794. 
ll> 1Jmpartial Review, September .20, 1806. 
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George I>oyzer offeretl, 

Wines and liquors, French brandy, Jamaica spirits, cordials, 
cherry bounce, rectified whiskey, choice old Monongahela and rye 
,vhiskey; bacon and flour of pure quality, linseed oil, sugars, salted 
and dried fish, tanners' oil by the barrel or less quantity . 

.. John llnir<l announced a "new \Yhite Store fronting the Court 
llon~e'' "9'here he hat! ""a large assortment of "·ell chosen mer
chandise,'' and .J. l{ncker offered ''four dollars per hundred for 
a quantity of gootl flour delivered·' at his place in Nashville.3

',:; 

Tho1nas ,Jones and Con1pany "solicited all persons ,vho J1a<l 
contracted to pay for goods purchased at their store to be as 
early as possible in the delivery of the same, the cotton to be 
delivered at the gin in this tow·n, late the prope1'ty of l\Iessrs. 
Hennen and Dickson, at the price offered by the 1uercha11ts, 
viz., 15 cents loose and 17 cents baled."300 

There is in the collection of the Tennessee Historical .As
sociation one of the old account-books of H. Tatum, a mer
chant in Nashville. It covers a period from 1793 to 1798, and 
contains more than one hundred and fifty "store accounts," 
among ,vhich are those of John l\IcNairy, Andre"' Jackson, 
James Robertson, Andre,"· E" .. ing, Lardner Clru:ke, and other 
,vell-kno,Yn n1en. 'l'hese accounts are quite varied, containing 
lists of goods and the prices charged for then1. Such articles 
as musket flints eight pence, penknives at t,vo shillings, ivory 
combs at six shillings, cloth of all kinds and colors, hard,vare 
and notions are quite co1nn1on. Pe,vi:er, glass,vare and leather 
goods, too, are charged against the customers. Stockings at 
six shillings and ,, .. omen's shoes at sixteen shillings, buttons, 
large and sn1all, and silk tw'ist at a shilling· a yard appear fre
quently on the pages. Lottery tickets against ,James I~obert• 
son, and "draw·backs'' and certificates against others are 
charged on the book and marked "paid" on the credit side. 
It seems that the storekeeper ,vas often a kind of banker, ad
vancing money and even paying bills for a customer " .. hen it 
,vas asked. 3 oi · 

By 1794 enough of the. inhabitants of Knoxville had stopped 
killing their o,vn hee,·es to ,varrnnt a bntche1 .. ·s opening a 
shop, and .. John Chh~holm atlvertised that he was opening a 
"Beef llarket'~ ""here they could be supplied ,v-ith beef every 
third da.y during· the season~ "cash to be paid on the delivery 
of the beef ."308 

llOl Impartial Review, November 29, 1 806. 
300Impartial Review, N ovembcr r, 1806. 
307Tennessee Historical Collccticn, Box T, 1, No. 5. 
30"Knoxville Gazette, iiay 22, 1 i94, 
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PRICES. 

In January 1807, the '·l1upartial Review'' printed the prices 
current at :Xashville for that tiine: 

Butter ................................ $ 
Bees,vax ............................. . 
Bea '\'er furs .......................... . 
Bear skins ........................... . 
Bar iron .......... · ................... . 
Bricks ............................... . 
Cotton, loose ......................... . 
Cotton, baled ......................... . 
Cotton baling ......................... . 
Cotton baling cordage ................. . 
Candles .............................. . 
Corn ................................ . 
,-, t" vaS 1ngs ............................. . 
Deer skins ........................... . 
Flour ................................ . 
Flour, imported ...................... . 
Furs, small .......................... . 
Feathers ............................. . 
Hogs' lard ........................... . 
Soal [sole] leather ................... . 
Lime ................................ . 
Indian meal ... : ...................... . 

· Pork ................................ . 
Potatoes ............................. . 
Rice ................................. . 
Salt ................................. . 
Staves ............................... . 
Tobacco ............................. . 
Tallo,v · .............................. . 
Tar ................................. . 
T . . 

wine ............................... . 
Whiskey 

0.16¥~ per lb. 
.25 per lb. 

1.00 each 
. 75 to $2.00 each 

10.00 per cwt. 
8.00 per 1000 

15.00 per cwt.. 
1 7 .00 per cwt. 

.38 per yd. 

.16 per lb. 
.18½ per lb. 

1.00 per bbl. 
10.00 per cwt. 

.16 
3.00 per cwt. 
8.00 per cwt. 

.25 

.50 

.09 

.27 
.16 per bu. 
.42 to 50 per bu. 

3.50 per cwt. 
.37½ per bu. 
.09 per lb. 

2.00 per bu. 
8.00 per 1000 
2.00 per cwt. 
.10 per lb. 
.66 2-3 per gal. 
.58 
.75 per gal.:ni 

WEIGHTS AND :MEASURES. 

The Knox County Court passed a Ia,v in 1795 requiring the 
use of. standard "·eights in business dealings. The public an
nouncement " .. as printed as follows: 
. · _·Notice is.hereby given to the inhabitants of Knox County who sell 
by-w~ig~t or_ measur~ to call on the subscriber, standard keeper for 
the County of Knox, at his house in Knoxville, where due attendance 
will be given in order to have their ,veights and meas,ures seal~d. 
The weights are from fifty-six pounds to half an ounce, steelyards in
clu·ded. The 1neasures are from a bushel to a half peck, dry measure; 
from a gallon to a gill, liquid measure; and from an ell to one-eighth 
of a yard, cloth measure. 

Those who neglect to c01nply ,vith this notice before the first of 
July, next, may depend most assuredly on being prosecuted accord
ing to law. 

~>!1Tmpartial Re\"icw, January 3, 180,. 
· 310Knoxville Gazette, );lay 8, 1795. 

( Signed) DRURY BREAZALE.:m, 
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TRADE LA ·ws. 
The · third General .A.ssembly passed an act in 1799 for

bidding "an:v citizen trading ,vith a slave w'ithout a pass from 
the o"~ner." In case "any slave produced a forged pass, he or 
she" ,vould get ·'co11>oreal punishment, as the Justice of the 
Peace" thought "best,-not to exceed thirty-nine lashes."311 

. The next General .. A .. sse1nbly passed laws for packing and 
baling and . marking produce, establishing "inspection places 
and inspectors, w"ith la,vful fees,'' at fifty places in t,venty-two 
counties in the State.31

:? 

I XDUS'l'ltIEH. 

Necessity n1ade the n1en of the frontiers capable and versa
tile. They did much of their o,vn "·-0rk in the earlier days~ hut 
as the settle1nents and to,vns gre"·, men ""ith trades and shops 
ca1ne in as rapidly as the patronage " .. ould ,v·arr-J.nt. The 
pioneers built their o,vn stockades and log houses, but ·when 
they desired buildings of brick and cut stone, they brought 
theit• ""orkmen from Virginia and the North. After the be
ginning of the nineteenth century, these skilled workmen be
gan to adYertise in the papers. l\Iost of them located in the 
to,v-ns w·l1ei-e the people were,• but a good n1any opened their 
shops in their o,vn homes a fe,v miles from the settlements. 

Stephen Chipley, "a brick layer and n1aker with recon1-
n1endations from respectable citizens in Lexington, Kentucky," 
advertised in 1807 that he ,vas at Winn's· Inn, in Nashville, 
and solicited patronage.313 George Beau, in 1792, informed the 
public that he "carried on a goldsn1ith's and jeweller's business 
at his honHe near Bean's Station on German Creek, Hawkins 
County," and that he like,vise made "rifle guns in the neatest 
and most approved manner.''3 1-1 -

PJohn Sapp, three years later, announced that he ,vas ''open
ing a shop at Captain 011isholm's in Knoxville,'' ,vhere he car
ried on "all kinds of ,vnrk in· gold and silver plating on iron, 
steel, brass and copper-also plain ""atches and stills re
paired.''315 In 1807, Samuel Crocket, who lived "at Sycamore 
Bottom, on the Little Harpeth River," near Nashville, adver
tised that he had "on hand rifle gun barrels, a number of small 
bore,'' and that he wanted "a smart, ingenious, young lad as 
an apprentice."316 

John Agne, of l\ilanchester, llero District, called the atten
tion, in 1791, of all cotton w·eavers to his cotton manufactory 
on the Cun1berland. He claimed that his machines " .. ere "in 

:;11Acts of Third General .\ssernbly. October 26, 1799. 
312Acts of Fourth General J\ssembly, November J 4, 1801. 
:u3Jrnpartial Review, April 25, 1807. 
314Knoxvil1e Gazette, October zo, 179~. 
:1

15Knox,·ille Gazette, January 9, 1795. 
:t0Jmpartial Review, July I 1, 1807. 
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order foi- carding~ ~piuuiug and weaving,'' and stated that he 
wantetl "a Ulunber of gootl weavPr~·~ and that "the ~reatest 
encouragen1Pnt.'' woul(l ·•bp gh·t1n to ~uch as arc acquainted 
with the ,n.~aYing of n~h·et:s. eordn1·oys nntl calicoes."~1

-: 

George Poyzer. n 1nPrd1ant of Xashville~ gave notice that 
he ""·onld he \\rilling to eng:age a 1111111her of persons to "·eave 
flax nn<l hen1p:~ and ~-ince it \\"as "spun bJ· 111achiues ,vhich go 
bv- watet\ the thread" "·as ''Te1na1·kably even.'' 
· HohPrt .T nr1non. a t·o1 ton-gin n1aker; in 1807 opened a shop 

~'on Y t~llo\\· CrPt'k. 1 PH 1uilt~~ we~t of l)iekson Con rt House/' 
in whieh hP nultlP ••gins 011 thP new plan. <'nllcd hnllo\\· neck 
teeth saw ~ins. at tht·t•p ~hilli11gs per ~a,,·t and he ac]tled. since 
he wa~ a st ra ugt11· he1•p that .J a1ut1s HobPrtson ,voul-1 give hi~ 
tt-~titnou~· that .Jan11ou·s ~i11~ •·pick nenr t,vice as n1uch in a 
day a~ the con11non ~ins in· the connti·y:~ Benja1nin Jo~lin 
also added that .Ja1·1non 1nude a fifty-s~n,· gin for hitn ,vbich 
picked fifty ponnds of ~eed-cotton in five minutes/' and that 
he ,vas "the best gin 1nakcr in the country."318 

. 

Robert Love erected n "fulling n1il1. in 1792·. "·ithin one 
n1ile of Ca1nphen·~ Statil(Jn." a short distance fro1u Knox,ille, 
in l{nox Count~·, and gave notice that hp "·anted custon1ers.310 

And R.ohert C1·aig. thP 8UtnP ~·par. 01wne,l "a tannin~ and full
ing- hnsines8~J near ... \hing-(lon. in ,vhith he offered to serre the 
1wop le of Ten nes~PP. ••:::!o 

There "·ere ·1nn11~· ~nutll industrieR ~cattered around in the 
State wl1erever a <·olouy of people had located. Peter Bass 
had a tanYal'(l nt.1a1· Xa~ln·ille in 1807. and Lorcl and Duncan . 
had one in 17!l!. where the)~ n1anaµ:Pd a "tanning and curry-
ing husint1~s on Seeond Creek. near I~noxville, on the halves." 
They gaYe "six pence per pound for dry·. ancl three pence per 
pound for green hide~." and they also "~anted ''laborers and 
an apprentire:'~::~ Xathaniel Co"~an. of Knoxville, adver
tised the san1e year for a ''quantity of hark for the tanning 
business." and pron1i8ed ''tweh·e shillings per cord for chestnut 
oak hark and tt~n ~hil1ingH for all other kinds of oak bark."322 

~ ' 

,villiam Prohnrt announced in 1808 that he had "an ele-
~-ant tailor shop at thp d·welling- house of Nathaniel l'IcCreary" 
( X ash ville). "·here he solicited "'public patronage" and co~ld 

11se ''t"·o good boys as apprentices.'':::!~ .John Priest and Com
pany ga,·e notice the san1e year of their "chair business, si~ 
and coaC'h and house painting on Water Street in Nashville 
near ~fr. ~J ack~on'~ ~in.'':!~t Pahl Kingston advertised his "shoe 

::1•Knoxville G:izctte. Deccmher 17, 1;91. 
:-.1),Impnrtial Review. June z7, 18(,7. 

· ::rnKno:xsille Gazettt>, .\11gt1st ~. 1792. 
::::OKnmcville Gazette. :-.Inrch 10, 179.:!. 
::~1K110xville Gazette, .;pril to. t 794. 
:::.-~Knoxville Ga;,:ctte, 1£arch ~i, 1;·J~
:'.::.~lmpartial Re-vie"\\", :\ray lC), 1808. 

~;:tTmpartial Revie\l.·, . .\pril 7. 1808. 
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making business, and boots and shoes and leather of superior 
kind." He offered as "·ages one dollar, t"~eh"e and a half 
cents per pair on men's sho<1~, four dollars ancl seventy-five 
cents per pair for three-quarter boots, and three dollars and 
fifty cents per pair for long boots, to journeymen shoe1nakers," 
of whom he said he could use five or six.~2

;; At the same time. 
Joseph "ringate wanted "one or t,vo apprentices, who ""oulcl 
come "l'ell recommended,'' to aid him in his ''hatter's shop in 
the to"vn of Charlotte, Dickson County." He promised "to 
give them a good education," and to three or four journeyn1en 
he offered "the l1ighest prices for 1naking ha ts." 

Such tern1s as "apprentice" and "journeymen'' sound medi
aeval, but the custom of apprenticing, or binding a lad to an 
owner of a shop or business until he learned the trade and be
came a journeyman and could earn w·ages, or until he finally 
became a master and o"·ner himself, ""as adhered to on the 
frontiers until . ""ell into the nineteenth century. Benjamin 
Franklin, in Philadelphia, said that his father "bound hint 
out'' to his brother ""hen i1e was t\\·elve years old, and the ap
prenticeship was to last till he was t,Yenty-0ne, "only" he "was 
to be allow·ed journeyn1an~s "·ages during the last year."32

G 

IlLACKS:\IITHS. 

In 1792 Abraham Cole opened a blacksmith's shop "near 
the head of Holston," close to the. northern boundary of Ten
nessee, "at ColonelArthur C:uupbell"s seat" "·here he had for 
sale a sufficient supply of l1orse shoes ready made."327 There 
were sh.ops at the iron forges in a great many places, and it 
""as a. small settlement, indeed, that could not boast of a 
blacksmith's shop. Some of these shops ""ere good-sized places, 
employing several men and 1nanufacturing implements and 
necessities for the home, garden~ and w·agon trains. Ellis llad
dox, in 1807, at Nashville, offered "twenty-five dollars per 
month for a good journeyman'' "·ho could come ",vell recom
mended." His adverth;en1ent read as follo,vs: 

Ellis Maddox continues to prose~ute his business at his old stand 
on Water Street. His iron and coal and journeymen must be paid for 
in cash, and he will expect the cash paid when work is finished. His 
'prices for. work a1·e- · 

Horseshoeing, com1non ........................ ~$1.75, 
·Horse shoeing, toes and corks . ; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2.25, 
Poll axes, from $2.50 to : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3.00, 
Plough irons, per lb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30. 
Mill irons, per lb. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .30.~,s 

:::::.Impartial Review •. \p:-il ~i, 1808. 
::::,;Franklin's Autobio~raphy, p. 36. 
·;::7Knoxvilte Ga1.ette, January 14, 179~. 
::~-i;Impartial Review, January 31, 18oj. 
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Joseph ,viggin ahm had a shop at Xashville at the same 
time, antl he included in his notice ·'edge tools for sale." 
Tho1nas Porter announced the same year that he "had rented 
the honRe of George Patton ·s·' and intended "opening a nail 
factor~·'' in :Nashville. "·herp he " .. ould "have continually on 
hnncl cut and "Tought naihi. all sizes. bar iron, axes, hoes, 
plow· irons, dra.,Ying chains and log chains."3 :!o 

IRON ""ORKS. 

rrhe first iron "·orkR "·ere probably built in Sullivan 
C.ountY. nea1· the n1outh of SteelP's Creek. bv Colonel James . , .., 

Kin~. about 178-t nud he had for ~·cars the 1nost important 
fnr1uite and forge in the eaRtern part of the State. The fur
nace ,vns built of stone. a1Hl the fuel-cl1a1·coal-""as easily 
made fro1n the abundant tilnhrr of the ,yootllands on all sides. 
Go,·ernor Blount " .. as later associated ,Yith Colonel King. Tl1e 
iron ''"·as shipped do,Yn to the lcnver settlen1ents in twenty
fiYe• ton boats, an<l e,·en to Ne"· Orleans. It became so impor
tant that it "·as used as a n1edhnn of exchange. The furnaces 
werP s1nall, prodneing not n1ore than three or four tons of 
iron per day. 

Colonel King also opened a nail factory. probably the first 
in. the South, at his iron "~orks.330 ,John Hillsman and Com• 

_ pan~._ at Knoxville, bought. the follo"~ing order from him in 
1798: 

22 25 gallon kettles, weighing 112 lbs. each, 
1 pair fire dogs, weighing 54 lbs., 

Amounting to 53 pounds, 6 shillings. 

Colonel King sent the foUo,ving letter w·ith the order: 
"By Mr. John Stewart you will receive the above articles, which 

are intC>nded :for a part of your cargo to Natchez. . . . I shall he 
glad to have the ban·el of sugar (although I think the price is high) 
and will thank you to send it by the first wagon that comes to this 
place."331 

Russell Bean:i:~:! an<l .J an1e8 l{ing entered into an agreement 
af.t follo,vs: 

3~'fmpartbf Review, April .25, rSoj: 
:i:~'lfo.torical ~lagazine, Vol. YI., p . .::!6. ~otc by John De\Vitt. 
1~ay)or, IJistoric Sulliva!"}, p. 154 •. 
~cotfs Laws of Tennes~ce. ,·ot. II., p. 1033. 
3:111'-ing to Hillsman, Te11111::'>sce Historical Society Collection, No. 17, Box K 1. 
:i::::Russcll Tican was a most intercstin~ character in upper East Tennessee. The 

first white child horn within the present limits of Tennessee, he was noted for llcinl.! 
a man of great physical strength :rnd endurance. He was at New Orleans two years. 
-a-nd npon his return found his ,,·ife unfaithful and was di..-orced, after cuttin~ off the 
ears of lTer· infant:· Jackson only could arrest' him ~t his trial in .Jonesboto. · 

See Allison's Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History.! p. 119. _ 
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"Memorandum of agreement made and concluded upon this 19th 
day of June, Anno Domino 1798, between James King, on the first 
part, and Russell Bean, on the other part. 

"1"here-as, it is contemplated by the said parties to make an ad
venture of iron castings to the Natchez at the joint risk and expense 
of the said parties, the said James King agrees to furnish the said 
Bean with bar iron and castings for the aforesaid purpose, and to pay 
an equal proportion of the expense attendant on the transportation 
of the said articles to the aforesaid places, and the said Bean, on his 
part, agrees to take charge of the same in their transportation to the 
said places and to make sale of the same, for which ,vhen sold he 
agrees to pay the said James King v.s follo,vs, to wit: 

For the bar iron, at the rate of fifty pounds. Virginia currency, 
per gross ton, and for the castings. four pence, Virginia currency, per 
pound, with an addition of one shilling, like money, for each piece of 
,vare weighing less than twenty two pounds and a half. usually de
nominated hand wares, and after paying for the said articles as above 
mentioned. to divide equally with the said James King the profits 
arising from the sale of the said bar iron. and castings. 

In witness of which agreement, the said narties have hereunto 
set their hands at the Beaver Creek Iron Works, Sullivan County. 

James King. 
Russell Bean. In the presence of John Punch." 

Governor ,villiam Blount, ,vriting from Knoxville to Gen
eral Jan1es L. Robertson at Nashville on April 24, 1797~ says 
in regard to King's iron "·orks: 

"Col. King desires me to ask ho,v [ it] goes on your iron works. 
I will tell you his are in blast, I mean his furnace, for a month past, 
and means to keep her so until Christmas. to do which he has a 
great stock on hand of ore, ,vood and coal. His forge, too, is going, 
and his bar and cast iron are both of the best and most approved 
quality. I heartily wish you success with your w-0rks." 

There ""ere seYera 1 furnaces opened in Sullivan County 
later. and others in ,,rashington and Greene Counties, along 
the "Iron l\ilountain," the riflge dividing Tennessee from North 
r.arolina. The Embree WorkR, "'"hich .John Sevier visited 
often. riding over from Jonesboro. ""ere located on the present 
~ite of the Embreeville Iron Works, eight miles fioutheast of 
tT onesboro. He sp<1akH in his <Hary, too, of viRiting the iron 
"·orks at Pactiolus/13

~ 

Sevier had. in 1798. a furnace of his ow11, concerning ""hich 
he ,vrote from Knoxville. ~Iay 4, 1798. to James l\IcHenry, sec
retary of w·ar, as follo""s: 
. "Not far from this place. and on the main river Holston, I have a 
new and well erected set of iron works. suitable for the castin, of 
almost every kind of mettle. and manufacturing of bar iron. The 
same shalJ on the shortest notice be converted to any public use that 
mitrht be deemed expedient. and should be glad to he honored with 
any commands that might be thought necessary.'m,. 

:!3-":Pactolus was a 11ost town in Sullivan Cnunty six mile-; abo\·e King:a;port and 
t,i,•elve miles from ntountsvi11e. Elijah Embi·cc opened a nail factory there. 

See :Morris'-; (;azeteer. p. 1~9. 
~sevier·s Letters, :\fay 4, I 798. 
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The "}lossy Creek Iron \Vorks" "·ere located in Jefferson .. 
Countr, not far fron1 Jefferson City. 

James Robertson is ~aid to have founded the Cumberland 
Iron ,vorks about 179-1: in l)iekson Couutv. This furnace "·11s • 
the first one established in :\Iiddle 'reune.ssee,335 and Blount·s 
letter of 1797, quoted aho,·e~ undoubtedly refers to it. 

In July, 1801, Janie~ ,viuchest(>r "·rote the follo,ving letter 
to General Robertson at Xaslnille: 

"The Mockboy called tme on last Sunday and expressed a desire to 
make a contract for a quantity of pork and J>eef to be delivered at 
Cairo next fail. f told him I "ras not prepared to give an an~wer, 
but that I ,voulcl think of it and w1.·ite the result to you. We will 
deliver in the December 1nonth at Cairo 10,000 lbs. of pork at $3.00 
per hundred, and receive salt in payment at $2.50 per bushel, pro
yided the salt be delivered in the month of August or September 
next. We would receive at the same time about a ton of large cast
ings, say pots and kettles from ten to twenty gallons, a few of the 
smallest kind of hand ware, such as skillets, etc. Bar iron we 
would receive at 12 cents per lb.. if good, and give produce in ex
change at market price. If you accept of these in August or Septem
ber next with salt. iron and castinJ:ts, we will send you in return 
country linen for what we are indebted to you. The castings we 
will expect a little Io,ver than the last we had of you. You then 
sent us an over proportion of small ovens. There is more than a 
ton of them yet on hands at this time." · 

,vinchester and a 1uau named Cage had a store "at Cairo 
on the C-umberland. the first Countv Seat of Sumner .. 
County.'~336 

. They had a large business and purchased good~ 
in thP eities of the Xorth. and in Ne"r Orleans in tl1e South, but 
it pRid thetn to bn:v their iron and "large castings" near at 
hand. ~Ioney "·as scarce and the bu:-ring ""a~ au exchanging 
proress rather than a selling for cash. 

In 1808 l\'f!ont~on1ery Bell in~erted in the "Impartial Re
,~ie"~" of Nashville the fo11o"-ing notice in regard to the Cum
berland furnace: 

"I will pay fifty cents cash per cord for chopping wood, and con
tract for any number of cordi:; not to exceed five thousand. Want 
to hire eight or ten negro fellows by the year, for whom I will 2'ive 
a generous price.:::i• 

As late as 1833 the General .Assembly granted to }Iont
g-on1(')ry Bell of Davidson County "the preference of entry of 
vacant lands.'' not to ex<'ee<l 10.000 acrP~, "for thP encourage• 
ment of builrling iron w~ork~ at the Narro""·~ of the Harpeth 

!l:J:iRobertson's Letters, Vol. JI .. July 1, 1 So 1. 
33CJohn De\Vitt in Tennessee Historical \fagazinc, Voi. I., p. 8~. 
:t:1

1Imparti:il Review, .\ pril 7, 1808. 
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in saitl County/' on his paying the fees for surveying, enter
ing and obtainiu~ the grants, and "no other price whatso
ever."338 . 

,v. L. Brown, of I•ahnyra~ makes the following notes in 
his diary: 

February 1, 1805. 
''I went over to see the furnace hearth before it closed down. 

April 26, 1806. 
I started Jim to Clarksville with one ton of iron for Mr. Elder 

Then I went over the river and gave l\iir. Elder a letter papa sent up 
by me, wherein he desired him to pay me $80.00, a part of the $200.00 
· he is to pay him, and that I would deliver him the ton of iron. He 
received the letter and went down and received the iron, and then 
went up and paid me $75.00, and then [I] got [a] pair saddle bags 
from him which cost me $5.50." 

This letter see1ns to indicate that 1\iir. Elder kept goods _for 
sale, that the price of h~on " .. as $200.00 per ton, and that he 
paid in ready n1oney at least the $75.00. 

"V\Te know· that Dr. Ilro"·n built a furnace three and one
half rniles fro1n the n1onth of Ye1lo\\· Creek, in ~Iontgomecy 
County. in 1802. These "·ere the first iron "·orks established 
in that county.339 

. 

In 1807 the General .A .. ssen1bly at Knoxville passed an act 
to encourage the establishing of iron wtorks, and the number of 

· plants increased as the population of the State gre,v until at 
the time of the ,var of 1812 there "·ere more than twenty-nine 
f11rnaces in the eastern part alone.340 

:\IILLS. 

The earliest mills, of course, "·ere operated by hand. Two 
flat stones \Yere slightly hollow·ed in the center, and the upper 
was turned on the low·er,-as in the old Bible lands, and mor
tars "·ere hollo"·ed out of rock and the grain· w·as beaten into 
1neal "·ith a pestle of stone. ..A .. better n1ethod ""as that of the 
"sw·eep," "·hich ""as constructed by bending a _"tough, springy 
~apling-.· about. t\\·entr-five feet long, over a fork, ,vith one end 
fastened in the g-ronnd and· the other about· fifteen feet" in 
the. air. .To the sn1aller end in the air "~as attached a beavJ 
pole. about_.eig-htfeet I.on~ and .. six inches in diameter; through 
.,\·]tieh a . hnle had been . horeff and a .. ,vooden pin- inserted, .so 
-tw:o people. could .handle jt.. ..:\ rock or w·ooden-receptacle was 
1,Jaeed belo"· this pestJc1. ,01• pounder, and the corn "ras beaten 
into n1ea] by thp heal·y h]o\\·R of the pole. 

'rhP "'hon1iny pon1Hlt11·.'' 01· "slo" .. john:· was mnde· on the 

:::~"\Vhitncy. Law~ oi Tennessee, p. 33.:.?. 
:::;:iTennessee Historical :\Iagazinc. \"ol. \ 0 IT., 1902, p. qS. 
W 1Taylor, Historic Sullivan, p. 151. 
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same principle. except that \\·ater furnished the pow·er instead 
of the 111e11. ~\ beam ,vas supported at the ends, "'"hicb served 
ns pivots, and another bean1 "·as laid oYer, on one end of ,vhich 
was the ham1ner autl on the other a t1·ough. ,vhen the ,Yater 
filled thi~ trough, it 8ank tlo\\·n, tilting· up the ha1nmer, "·hich 
fell again, crushing the corn. as the ,n1 ter in the trough ,vas 
emptied in the desc'-1nt. ,v!~Pn the trough "·as raised, it came 
3(1'ain untlPr the strea1n of \\"atPr ear1·ietl there in the bark or 
1i(J' channel, and \\"H~ soon filled a1ul again fell, repeating the 
1i:mmeriug proce~H. It " .. ag a ~low:o rude affair, but it au-. 
swered the purpose \\"hen no otht1r n1ethod could be employed. 
The meal was sifted through a perforated skin stretched over 
a wooden frame, and the coarser particles ,vere put back to 
he ~round finer. 340 

The an1ount of "falF' of the erceks and n1ountain streams 
in the East Tennessee ''alley n1ade possible numberless "mill
seats,'~ and mills "to grind corn and run by ,vater" were 
brought in v<.·ry earlr. It is said that one of the first ,vas 
built six miles soutlnvest of Jonesboro, ,vashington Countj·, 

.on the Little Limestone Creek, by l\Iichael Bacon in the -year 
1779. This ,vas a sn1all house built of logs "co,·ered ,vith 
boardR, hung on "ith pegs.'' The ,vater ,vas taken from the 
{'reek se,·eral hundred feet above and brought do,vn in a trough 
made fron1 hollow· logs split in halves. It fell over a paddle
wheel built on a shaft, on the other end of ""hich ,vas a rude 
wheel studded with pegs. These pegs sery·ed as cogs and 
meshed "~ith other pegs "~hich "·ere fastened to one of the 
stones. The eo1·11 "·as thu~ ground as one stone re,·olved upon 
the other. 341 

The old reeord8 of ,vashington County show· that in the 
same year the county court "read and granted the petition of 
,James English setting forth" that he had "a convenient place 
to erect a ~rist mill on the Lilnestone Fork of Lick Creek,'' and 
"he JWaJeth leav-e to build one." The next year ( 1780) tw·o 
petitions came before the court. one in the ~Iav term and the 

. ~ 

other in the August term. The first ,yas· from ,James Stuart, 
who begged "ll1aYe to build a grist 1nill on his entry of land, 
lyin~ on Little Lin1estonc, adjoining the entr:v of David 
Hughes, and the sa111e, "~hen built, to be a. pnblick grist mill.'' 
The second is expreR~<'<l as f ollo,Ys in the court record: 

Ordered that Abraham Denton have leave to build a grist n1ill o~ 
Sinking Creek on his own land, and .after same being so built, shall 
he entitled to take and receive toll, which is due and entitled to be 
received by publick grist mills.34

:: 

zo:\llison, Dropped Stitches in Tennessee Ilistorv, p. 18. 
:c:Records of \Vashington County Court. · 
.\mcrican Historical ).Jagazine, \'ol. \'I., 1901, pp. 54-66. 
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Putnam says that early in the eighties the people at Eaton's 
Station, on the river a mile and a half l>elo·w Nashville 
"dammed up the creek, built a race, and made the water tur~ 
a pair of rude stones.'~ They also built a "hominy pounder" 
,vhicb could be heard "thun1ping as long as the ,vater ran:" 
.A. little later a man nan1ed Cnrt,vright built a "·heel, binding 
on it co"·s' horns, w·hich filled and e1nptied as the ,vheel turned 
and ,vhich gave enough powe1· to turn n crank, lifting and 
dropping the co1·n-crackt~r as it pounded on the "quart of 
corn.':-:,,.:.. Frederick Stnn1p had a good dam ancl mill on 
White's Creek. Pntna1n, quoting fro1n an old "conversation" 

f . ' says o 1t: 
"It was a very good mill, considering. It was on the other side of 

the river, and belonged to a prosperous old Dutchman. He was not 
satisfied with the legal rate for grinding corn, and therefore helped 
himself to a little n1ore than the law allowed, or the customers ap
proved." 

The October court, 179~. in Davidson Connty, finecl "Fred
erick Stump one pence_, paper tnoney, for taking the sixth part 
of corn grouncl at his n1ill as t.oll.":ai Thi~ "ras a small fine, 
it is true, but it sho,vs that the people had their o,vn ideas 
about profiteering and had already translated them into laws. 

nlajor John Buchanan had a mill four miles south of Nash
,,.ille on lf ill Creek. James ,,rincbester had one near ''Cragf ont,'' 
his home, one mile fro1n Bledsoe·s ( no,v· Castalian Springs), 
and Dr. ~!organ Brow11 hnd one at Palmyra, near Clarksville. 
Stump and Bro"·n also operated distilleries in connection with 
the mills. All of these mills " .. ere built and operated some 
time before the close of the century. Putnam, speaking of the 
Indian raids, says: 

"On the 24th of October, 1794, a party of Indians killed and 
scalped Evan ,vatkins near Colonel Winchester's mill in Sumner 
County.mH 

And Phelan savs : ., 
"Davidson County Court gave leave to one Headon Wells to build 

a water grist-mill on Thomas Creek, the first in that part of the 
country. Many others followed until meal ceased to be a luxury.mo 

In 1807 Francis Xe"·son1 offered for sale at Nashville .;an 
excellent n1ill of three pair of stones, a corn bolt, a good flour 
bolt, like"ise a gin and saw· n1ill ,vhich goes by "·ater, three 

· stills, tw·o of eighty-six gallons an<l one of sixty-three gal-
lons."346 · 

::up,_1tnam. History of ::\[iddlc Tl~nncssce, p. 167. 
:a-&Putnam, History of ::\liddle Tenncssl'c, pp .. \ 1 1, 49.?. 
34.;Phelan, History of Tennessee, p. 1 i'l, 
:i4,;Jmp~rtial Review, :\pril -t, 1807. 
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David Crockett says: 

"The next move my father made was to the mouth of Cove Creek 
[near Greeneville] where he and Thomas Galbreath undertook to 
build a mill in partnership. They ,vent on very well with their ,vork 
until it was nigh done, when there came the Second J.}pistle to Noah's 
fresh, and away went their mill, shct, lock and barrel. I was seven 
or eight years old."347 

Thi~ must have been. then. ns early ns 1794, as Croekt>t1 
was born in 1786. 348 

The second Genel'al .A.sse1nbly of the State passed an act 
in 1797 relative to ''the floating n1ill of James Ha1nilton on the 
Cumberland River bet""cen Heaton's [Eaton's] old station 
and Nashville." Since Ja1nes Hamilton owned "the land 011 

the south side of the river and against the island in the said 
river, "-here the mill ,vas huil t," it w·as "enacted that J an1es 
Hamilton and his heirs 1na:v have the exclusive right to that 
part of the rive1· on the south side of the island bet"·een Nash
nlle and Heaton·s old place. for the expre~8 purpose of keep
ing a floating min.'•3

·•
9 

The same Assembly passed nu act 1naking "owne1·s of salt
petre manufactories enclose their w·orks, to prevent horses 
and cattle from having access to then1." In case they did not, 
a fine of one hundred dollars ""as attached, "one-half of ,vhich 
went to the county and one-half to the plaintiff ."3:;o The stock 
of the neighbors evidently liked the salty taste, and licked the 
dirt and rocks, ,vith di~astrous results-hence the la,v. 

The obtaining of gunpow·der w·as quite a problem in pionee1· 
times, and it ,vas easier to manufacture it, if the sulphur and 
saltpetre could be secured, than to transport it from Phila
delphia or Baltimore. The other ingredient, charcoal, ,vas 
easily made. One of the objects of interest in the liammoth 
Cave to-day is the old saltpetre plant, that is sho,vn to the 
visitor soon after he enters. The guide explains that the vats 
and wooden pipes ,vere used in extracting the saltpetre from 
the ~oil~ and that n1uch of the po""der u~e<l in the ,var of 
1812 contnined 8alt.peh·e obtained in the ~lanunoth Cave. · 

The "Impartial Revie"·" of 1807 contained tw·o advertise• 
ments bearing on this subject. The first ,v-as to the effect that 
William Robe1~s had "gunpo,Yder of the best quality for sale 
at the reduced price of 50 cents per pound on the first and 
second days of court in Jefferson, Franklin and Nashville.''351 

The factories had 1nade po"·der more co1nmon, and naturally 

3•~c k • , h. 1 roe ett s : uto 1ograp 1y. p. :? t. 
™Crockett's :\utnbiography, p. 17. 
:Act~ of Second Ccncral :\sst'mhly, October :?, 179i, 
.,./\ct:-- of Second General .:\sscmhly, 0(.'toht'r 27, 1797. 
- Impartial Review. July 1,, 1807. 
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the price ,vas "redueed."' 1-'he other reads sou1ething like 
to-day's ne\\·s itcn1s, and is as follo"·s: · 

"On the sixteenth of. this instance an unfortunate accident· took 
place in Sumner County. The powder mill of Mr. Isaac Pierce, con
taining three hundredweight of powder and other articles, was blown 
up. A negro man, who was at work in the house, ,vas also blown 
up, which put an imme&iate end to his existence."=:.~:! 

,,re are far enough a\\·ay fro1n the eyent to st-ie the hntnor 
of th(} \\·riter's statenH)nt of it. 

CHAPTER ,TII. 

SOCIA.L LIFE OF THE PEOPLE. 

'l'HE 1-IO::\IE LIFE~ 

l\Iost of us are fan1iliar "·ith the log houses of the pioneers. 
Here and there oyer the State the decaying remains of theni 
are still to be ·found,-1nany covered over "·ith ,veather-board
ing, and still inhabited. l\lodern doors, on steel hinges, haYe 
taken the place of the heavy old bullet-proof ones, s,,inging on 
their "·oodcn pegs, and ghtRS "·indo\\·s have been substitute,1 
for ,vooden shutters. 'tihe earliest cabins~-like Ilean's on the 
,vatauga,- "·ere, of course, one-story, and generally one
room, though son1e had t,Yo roon1s "·ith a 1·oof, or "dog alley'~ 
connecting them. They " .. el'e called "one pen" or "double 
pen'' houses. .,A.if the settlen1ent~ gre\\·. better dw·ellings "Tere 
built, the old one-roo1n cabins of logs giving place to tw·o-story 
houses of he,vecl logs. In 1773, Christopher Taylor built a 
good:- tw·o-story, log house ~'one mile ,Yest of Jonesboro, on the 
rend that led from that to\\·n to Brow11's settlement on the 
Nolichucky River." It is said that .A.ndre,v Jackson boarded 
in this house and attended to· his law· business there "·hen 
court "·as not h1 session at Jonesboro.:::;:; It is still standing, 
is occupied, and the "·riter himself has seen from the inside, 
under the n1odern "'"eather-boarding. the square loop-holes cut 
in the logs at regular intp1•,·als~ through ,vhich those inside 
could shoot at the In•liau~. The old conrt-honse at ~Jonesboro 
""as a "one-sto1·y, Jog roo1n, twPnty-fonr feet square.'' A great 
rock chitnney ~tood at the Pn<l of ea.eh roo1n in the chvellings; 
a}J.d the large fireplace[,,; fnrnhdied, not only the heat, but a 
place for cooking in the iron pots and kettles as ,vell. Tbe 
roof "~as n1ade of "boardR" split out by hand and held on to the 
cross-sticks by poles or bean1s, laid ac1·oss their ends and held 
,vith "~ooden pegs. .A.fter the iron "~orks began to produce 

:!:.!!Impartial Review, February 21, 1807. 
:::.::A)fo:011, Dropped Stitches in Tcnncsscc History, p. 1 r. 
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wrought and cut nails, so they "·ere plentiful, it w·as easier 
to nail on these home-n1ade shingles. 

The better hou~es "·ere built of stone and lJrick. There 
are nu1n1Je1·s of the1n still standing~ and w·hile they have. been 
rc-coYered and ne,Y porehes have been built about them, the 

"
·alh; are ffoocl a1Hl the titnheriu,r is see1nin(l"lv as sound as ,vhen b ~ ~~ 

first put together. .A house of this description stands a u1ile 
belo"i Telford, in ,Ya~dlington County. One of the stones of 
the w·all on the "·est gable bears the date "1791,'' deeply cut. 
This house "·as built hy Thon1as E1nbree~ ... -\.Bison says in 1780, 
but there i~ no rea~on to doubt the trustw·orthiness of the 
date cut in the stone near the top of the "·all. Elihu Embree, 
his brother, issued in 1820 "phat 1\llison called "the first aboli
tion paper publishe«l in the l:nited States" in this house.354 

Tho1nas E1nbree also built anothf'r house a little later about 
ten or t,YelYe n1ile~ further we8t, and both of these houses are 
occupied at the present tilne. Reference has already been 
n1ade to the large. ~tone house of General ,vinchester in 
S1unner ConntY. "·hich he had Balti1nore ,Yorkmeu build in ., , 

1802 and "·hich he na1ne<l "Cragfout.'' This house still stands 
and is in excellent couditiou. conshlering its age of one hun
dred and t"PPnty :rears. P. -4\. )Iichaux, a noted French trav
eler, visited Colonel ,vincheRter ""hile it "·as under construc
tion, and he nuule thi~ entry in his notes: 

"There are very few of the inhabitants that build in this manner 
on account of the price of ,vorkmanship, masons being still scarcer 
than carpenters and joiners.m:-,:; 

On the sa1ne trip ~Iichanx stopped at XashYille and Kuox
,·ille. The forn1er he dPscl'ihed nR a to\\-11 of "one hundred and 
twenty houses, eoni-:1l·nctrc1 of ,n><Hl. except 8eveu or eight 
that are built of' bi-ick."' The latter, he said, '"contained t,vo 
hundred houses con1posed of ,yood. and tw-o or three tanyards.'' 
The shops, he said, '~got theh· 1n·o,·isions from Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, and Richmond, the price of conveyance being six or 
~e,·en doll a 1·s per hnndre(l weigh t.'':::;o 

Tn the rpeor(lH of thP l)ayhl~on Connty- Conrt for the Jear 
178:i, therp iH thP followin~ entry: . . 

The Court fixed on a place for building the courthouse and prison, 
agreeing that in the present situation of the settlement they be at 
Nash borough; to be built at the public expense, of hewed logs. The 
courthouse to be eighteen feet square, with a shade of twelve feet on 
one side of the house, v11ith benches, bar and table for the use of the 
Court. The prison to be of square, hewed logs, a foot square, both 
,vith floor and loft, except the same shall be built on a rock. 

::.-. 1.\llison. Dropped ~titches in Tenuc-;:-ec History, p. ,~1. 

:::;~·Tcnnrs'-cc Historical )I agr.zinc. \·ot. 1., 1915, p. 84. 
~:.,:~\mcrican Historical )fa~azinc. \·ot. \· .• 1900. p. 101. 
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Ju 1802 there were hut four hriek buildings in Nashville 
one, the public n1arket, t"·enty by fo1·ty feet, and three othe; 
small, one-story houses. llost of the U\\"ellings and shops were 
built of cedar logs, "·eather-boarded over.35

j 

There are several old buildings still standing in Knox,ille 
that take us back to pioneer times. Governor Blount's later 
residence is there, his first one,-a log cabin,-having been de
stroyed. There is also an historic old building at the corner 
of Cumbe1·land .A. venue and State Street that is thought by 
1nany citizens of the to\\·n to have been the first capitol of the 
State, but this is denied b:y s01ne of the older citizens, who 
say that the capitol huilding w·as on the corner of Hill and 
State Streets. 

Daniel Sn1ith. thP xu 1·,·eyor, built "Rock Castle," his large, 
famou8~ t"·o-8tory. stoup house on D1·ake's Creek, in Sumner 
County, about 178-!, aecording to the family tradition. \Ve 
know· that the house had been built for some time in 1794, 
,vhen the two l1lt.1di-;oe boys "·ere n1urdererl by the Indians at 
the quarry. near the house, frotn "·hich the stone used in 
building it ha<l been taken. 'l'he house ,Yas built of cut stones, 
fitted closely together, and so ,vell ""as it constructed that it 
stands to-day, no cracks show'ing in its straight, wellformed 
,valls.358 

The old ,vnshington Count~" records show that as the lots 
of ~Jonesboro "·t~1·e ~ranted to the early settlers in the to"'ll 
for non1inal fees, the require1nent "·as 1nade that the 1~ecipient 
"build a houRe .. on the lot, "" .. ell fran1ed of logs or of brick 
or stone, sixtceu feet square at least, and eight feet clear in 
the pitch." 

The Jonesboro court-house "'as "built of round logs, freshly 
cut fro1n the adjacent forest.'~ The require1nents ,vere that it 
be "t,venty-fonr feet square, diamond corners, and hew,i down 
after it ,vas built up; nine feet high bet,veen the nvo floors; 
body ,of the house four feet above upper floor; floors neatly 
laid w'ith plank: shingle~ of roof to be hung ,vith pegs. 1\. 
jn8tiec~s ht1 nth, a la,vyei-'8 a11d clerk's bar; also, a sheriff's 
box to sit in.~~ Gilmore acl<h; that there W'a8 not a sash or 
pane of glass in the entire huilding.~:;o 

. Colonel H. l\I. Doak, cl iscussing the home of John Sevier 
on the N.oliehncky River, likens it to the Cowan home, which 
,vas built hy .John Cow·an of ~out.hern Virginia about 1812. 
Colonel Doak secu1·ed his dese1·iption from an old frequenter 
of the Co"·nn hon1P. He pictnrrs it :18 follows: 

''It was a larg-e, two-story, frame house, ,vith long upper and lower 

:::,;Clayton, lli~tnry of Davidson C,mnty, pp. 196•t9i
:::;i.r:arn:tt & r.oodtlasture. History of Tcn11c~-'ce. p .. 118. 

::.·,!lf~iln10rc. Rl'ar-(~uarcl of the Re,·olutinn, p. r 5~. 
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porches and an ample back porch, gigantic rock chimneys, a roof ol 
walnut shingles [home-made] fastened on with walnut pegs. A big, 
two-story, rock spring house contained all the needful dairy para
phernalia. A vast, double, log barn contained hay mows, threshing 
floors, graneries and horse stalls. There ,vere stored the plows, bar- · 
rows, harness, flails for threshing grain, sickles, reaping hooks, the 
scythe witq. the short blade and crooked snead, the clumsy Dutch one 
with a short blade and straight snathe; two English scythes, a 
broader blade and a long, narrow blade kno,vn as the "black snake" 
scythe, and many antiquated implements known to Scotch farmers. 
In the house all that goes with the production of flaxen and woolen 
fabrics, hackles, scutches, ,vith long, sword-like ,vooden scutching 
knives, brakes, cloth and ,veaving, the "big. wheel" for woolen yarng, 
the smaller s·ninning wheels for fine yarns. reels for "hanking" 
woolen yarns in cuts. loom.:; for weaving all kinds of cloth. On the 
v.·alls hung sword belts. old musket and flint locks. and on the floor 
[were scattered] numerous English and a few American period
icals.moo 

'l'his picture g-ive8 us a glilnpse of the well•to-d.o settler's 
hon1e to,vard the tlose of the pioneer periotl. .c\t this time the 
ho1nes "·ere better furnished. 'l'he ruder, honH~•made furniture 
liad given place to hea,·y pieces, brou~ht in by " .. agon train~ 
fro111 the North. The g1·autlfather clocks of cherry, the hi~h 
''secretaries/' 01• desks, of maple and ,valnut, and the high, 
four.poster beds, some of n1ahogan:v and imported from Eng
land .. were to be found in hon1es like Doak's, · Blounfs, ,vin
cheste1·"s and SeYier's. Sa1nuel Doak's clock, "ith its ol<.l 
woo,len ,vheels, and his desk, "ith its secret draw·ers and com
l)artments, both made of cherry "·ood, are still in the hands 
of his descendants in Greene County. Bureaus " .. ith glass 
knobs and plate glass n1irrors and tables ,Yere common in 
the to,Yns after the beginning of the nineteenth centui:r. 
Pitel1ers and plates of pe,vter, decanters of •Cnt gla8s, and 
knives and forks of silver ,vere also brought in after the fear 
of Indian outbreaks had passed. The stores adv·ertised for 
sale "tin•"·are of all kinds.'' "knives and forks,'' "queen's
"Yare," "~lasR•w·are" and "pots and kettles'' of iron, copper ancl 
brass.' The old. blne-flo,vered china-,v-are can still be found in 
the hon1es of those descended fron1 the earl~.,. fan1ilies scat• 
tere<l throughout the State. The large fireplaces furnished 
much of the "evening- ligl1t'' in the poorer hon1es, for the 
pioneers "·ere "early to bed and early to rise." ,vhere more 
light " 1-as "·anted, the ta11ow· dips and moulded candles ""ere 
used. The can<11e~tick 1noulds and snuffers. like the blue
flo"·~red china. are still preserved in many n1odcarn homes. 

Roosevelt. Rays of the pioneer: · 

"If he ,vas poor his cabin w·as made of unhewn logs, and held but 
a single room; if ,ve11-to-do, the logs ,vere neatly hewed. and besides 

::"'Tennessee I li:-;torical ~d agazine, Yo!. ,~ .. p. 167. 
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the large living and eating-room with its huge stone fireplace, there 
was also a small bedroom and a kitchen, while a ladder led to the 
loft above, in which t;he boys slept. The floor was made of puncheons, 
great slabs of ,vood hewed carefully out, and the roof of clapboards. 
Pegs of wood were thrust into the sides of the house, to serve instead 
of a ,vardrobc. and buck antlers, thrust into joists, held the ever. 
ready rifles. The table ,vas a g-reat clapboard set on four wooden 
legs; there were three-legged stools, and in the better sort of houses 
old-fashioned rocking-chair~. The couch or bed was warmly cov
ered ,vith blankets, bearskins and deer-hides. 

In the McAf ee Manuscript there is an amusing mention of the 
skin of a huge bull elk, killed by the father, which the youngsters 
qu·arreled for on cold nights, as it was very warm, though if the 
hairside was turned in it became slipp~ry and apt to slide off the 
bed.mui 

BOOKS. 

1'he reading u1atter of the early ho1ne "·as largely religious 
01· prof Pssional. The literature in "·hich the pioneer ""as in
terested "·as ot a serious nature. Outside of the law·-books. 
school-books and dictionaries. most of the yolun1es ,vere on 
philosoph~,. or 1·e1ig·ion. "rhe school-hooks ""ill be n1entioned 
later. 

In 1792 tlames l\Iiller and Co\\·an a,lvertised at their store 
in l{noxYille "Bibles/' "Testan1ents," "L:nv-hooks,'' "Watt's 
Psalms and Ry1nns." "Ilar,·e~"''s l\Ieditations,'' "'Yilson's 
,vorks/' "l\far~hall's ,,rorks.'" "Ilnchanan·s Familv Phvsi-
cian" and "Ser1non~ and seYeral hooks on Dh·inity.''30~ · 

In 179-! and 179:-i the following ad,·ertise111Pnts appeared in 
the "I{noxville Gazette'' : 

Just publshed for sale by Mr. Deaderick, Mr. Stuart and 
Mr. Cowan. in Jonesborough. Mr. Wylie in Greeneville and Mr. Cowan 
in Knoxville, a sermon on Psalmody. preached at Salem Church at 
the opening- of the Presbytery of 

0

Abingdon. October 12, 1786, by 
Hezekiah Balch, A.l\L, pastor of Mount Bethel Church, Greene
ville.::G3 

Just published and for sale for one shilling. by George Roulstone 
and Company, the sermon given at Knoxville, February 25, 1794, in 
the preRen~e of the Governor William Blount and Assembly of the 
Territory South of the Ohio, by Samuel Carrick, A.M., pastor of the 
church in Knoxville.364 

The subscriber-s for Toplad:v's Translation of Zanchius on Pre
destination are informed that the work is now published and ready 
for delivery. All subscribers a1·e 1·equested to send for 'their books
at the Printing Office-four shillings per copy.3115 

It is no w·o11<le1· that the fa<'e~ of the frontiersmen ·were 

::,;1Roosevelt, \Vinning of the \Vest, Vol. I., p. 112. 
3G;:Knoxville Gazette, )lay 26 and August 8, 1 i92. 
311.,Knoxville Gazette, February I J, I i94• 
Sec page I 38. 
::c4Knoxvillc Gazette, .\pril 1 o, 1 i9•t• 
See page 139. 
36:·Knoxville r.azctte. February 3, 1 i95• 
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long and their expressions 111elancholy "~hen they had to spend 
their Sundays and rainy days reading such literature . 

. . John )lcDowell, executor of Josiah Love, ad':~rtised in the 
same paper on .August 2:i, 179-!, that a large number of Love's 
"law·•books" w·ould ''bP sold at the house of Captain Hardi• 
man in Davidson County.'~ 

Richard Hende1son, on )larch 13, 178-1, "·rote to Captain 
John Holder in Kentucky, asking him to deliver the follo,ving 
books, ,vhich he had left at Boonesborough, to Colonel Daniel 
Boone, and if any had heen scattered to other places, to as• 
sist in collecting them : 

One Church Bible, 1 Vol., 
One Common Prayer Book, 1 Vol., 
Blackstone's Commentaries, 4 Vols., 
Smallet's Letters, 2 Vols., 
Johnson's Dictionary, 2 Sets, 4 Vols., 
Virginia Laws, 1 Vol., 
Voltaire's Works, 35 Vol!.~GC 

There is in the posses~ion of Judge ~John l>e,Vitt a hill of 
sale made out by Robert Ca1npbell and Company of Philadel
phia., January 7, 1795, and charged to General ,vinchester for 
his store in Sumner CountY. The bill contains a. list of more ., 
than six hundred books, of "·hich 111ost are religious and edu
cational. · There a.re listed several Bibles and Testan1ents, 
Prayer-books, ~Iethodist Hymn-books and ,vhitefield's Ser• 
mons. Fleetw·oocl's "Life of Christt Clark's "Eras1nus·' -and 
Fisher's "Catechisn1" nrei in the list~ ns are Gibbon's "Rome," 
Cheste:rfield~s ".Advire.'· Scott'R ''Gazeth~r/' Clark's "Europe,'' 
Lock's Essays, the "•,orks of Bollinbroke, Shakespeare and 
Paine, Voltaire's Philosophy, H·un1e's "England," "Don 
Quixote," Gallatin on '·Finance" an<l three .. A.1nerican clerks' 
magazines. The ,vhole bill, including some notions,-such 
as "Titing•paper, "·rapping•paper, blank-books, ink-stands, 
sealing-,vax, blotting-sand. gun1, elastic and the like.-amounts 
to 1uore than one hundred and eighty-nine pounds. English 
money. 

THE FOOD. 

The food of the pioneers increased in quality, variety and 
quantity,-except "\\il<l ga1ne.-as the population increased and 
more 8oil "·as cultivated. Corn. parcherl or made into n1eal 
and cakes, "raS\ ·the main article of diet. along "·ith the hear 
and deer-meat of the hunters and fir~t settlers . 

. . Francis Baily, a Fellow· of the Royal Society of England, 
made a tour of the ·united States in 1796 and 1797, traveling 
in an open boat from Pittshnrg to Xe"~ Orleans and returning 

::,~r.Tennessee Historical ;\[agazine, Yol. U., p. 155. 
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by land by "·ur of Xatchez, :Nashville, Knoxville and Virginia. 
He speaks thus of the plantation of a ~Ir. ~Joslin, situated 
about six or seYen n1iles south of XaR11villtl: 

"His house was formed of logs, built so as to command a view of 
the whole plantation, and consisted of only two rooms, one of which 
served for .all the purposes of life, and the other to hold lumber, etc. 
Our fare, when it came to be served up, was such as we might have 
expected in such a rough country as this. It consisted of nothing 
more than a large piece of boiled bacon and a great dish of French 
beans, together with some bread made of Indian meal." 

.A.t a house north of Xnshville he rec(1ive<l "Indian bread and 
butter a.nd n1ilk, the ~tandin~ tli~h in all these new· coun
tries.''30i 

Honorable Randall lI. Ewing, of Tennessee, ·w1."ote Mr. Gil
more that his grandfather. ,vnlian1 Ewing, often told him that 
for the first year after the settlement opened at the French 
Lick, and before a corn-crop could be grow·n, "the breast of the 
,,ild turkey w·as used as bread and bear-meat for bacon." 
"They made salt in small quantities by evaporating the water 
of the spring kno,vn as the 'French Lick.' Bear-meat was 
regularly cured, salted, smoked and treated in every respect 
as bacon.',a68 

While some salt was procured in the manner stated above, 
most of the supply before 1790 ,vas brought in from Kentucky. 
Carr, discussing the Indian depredations of 1786 and 1787, 
says:. 

"There were a few other ~en killed on the road from Kentucky to 
Cumberland, who were generally salt-packers. We had to pack our 
salt from Man's Lick and Bullets' Lick, belo,v Louisville in Kentucky. 
No wagon ever passed from Kentucky here in those days.m10 

Crockett's Autobiography gives ·numerous accounts of his 
killing bears and salting dow11 the 1neat for the winter. He 
killed them as heavy as six hundred and seventeen pounds, 
and often several on the same hunt. He savs :· 

. ~ 

"Wet got our meat home and I had the pleasure to know that we 
now had plenty, and that of the best, and I continued through the 
winter to supnly my family abundantly with bear-meat and venison 
from the woods.mn 

Professor Clayton secured fro1n Dr .. J. R. ~f cFerrin, an old 
pioneer, a good de1srription of the fare of the early days. He 
1nentions the U!-iua] game,-elk, v~nison, bear and " .. ild tur
kers--anc~ as civilization advanced and the g·ame became 
scarce, he state~ that "hog- and hominy became the standing 

:ie, Baily, Journal of a Tour in North America, pp. 410-4, 7. 
::GSGilmore, Advance-Guard of Civilization, p. 336. 

37°Carr, Early Times in Middle Tennessee, p. 240. 
371David Crockett's Autobiography, pp. I 64-165. 
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dishes." Greeu roasting-ears "·ere considered a. great delicacy. 
The meat ""a.s often Hbroile<l upon the coals or a spit made 
of a hickory stick,., w·hile the bread " .. as baked iu the ashes 
on a journe)~ co1nmonly called "Johnny.'J The dough w·as 
kneaded and placed upon tl1e clean, smooth side of the board, 
which ""as a.bout six by tw·enty inches. ''It ,vas set before the 
coals, baked, turned and cooked bro,vu. It " .. as choice bread 
on the tables of the n1ost aristocratic pioneers. llade rich by 
lard, cracklings or beaes oil, it \\'ll~ cleliciou~/':r,!! 

.After the opening of the 8tores in the to,v11s nntl on the 
traveled roads, spices and conditnents or all kind~ c?uld be 
secured. Teas au<l coffee, rice and sugars, chocolate, mackerel 
and Spanish "segars" "·ere advertised in 1807 by C. Stump and 
Company of Nashville, as having "just arrived per the barge 
'Willing Maid' from Ne" .. Orleans." 

The "sugar trees" "·ere plentiful. in many parts of the 
State, and it ,vas au eaRy matter to "notch'' t.hen1 and catch 
the sap in vessels after it began to flow· in the early spring. 
It ,vas then boiled do,vu and made excellent sugar. ,v. L. 
Brown made the follow'ing entries in his diary on J anuat·J· 15th 
and 16th, 1805: 

The ground thawed and the sugar trees would have run. 
Then I took the pegin [piggin, a small wooden pail] out to Bet's 

sugar camp and brought home a pegin full of sugar water. Sister 
Betsy and myse,f made some sugar. 

On the 30th: he wrote: 
Went out to Stubbs' camp and made some sugar, it being a good 

day. . 

On the 17th he enterd the follo,ving: 
Dinah gave me five eggs to ask mamma for to let her spin for 

herself. Betsy and I quarrelled over parched corn. 

This shows that hens had been added to the barn-yard, and 
eggs were a part of the diet. Chickens, undoubtedly, ,vere 
brought in "ith the first families, but ther~ is very little men
tion made of their cont1ibuting 1nuch to the family larder. 
The "varmints of the ,v-oods," to quote Crockett, ,vould soon 
dispose of them unless they ,vere ,vell protected. 

The family cow· ,vas a necessity from the first, und most 
of the cabins depended on her for their n1ilk and ho~e-ma.de 
cheese. Hayw·ood speaks of the Indians sometimes stealing. 
and more often shooting the cows from the edge of the clear
ing, and the distress that fo11o" .. ed. especially a1nong the chil
dren. 

Soon after the clearing had been made, the cabin built and 
the corn-patch planted, fruit trees "·ere set out. .. A.s the men 

anclayton, History of Davidson County, p. 27. 
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w·oul<l ride back into 1.'Pnne!--isee frou1 trips into \Tirginia, they 
" ,v-ould bring on their ~addles sn1all buuules of apple and peach 

seedlings and plant the1n around their cabins. In the Greene. 
ville lottery, ath·ertised in the ·'l~noxville Gazette" in 179-! 
two far1ns in Greene Couu ty and one on the Big Pigeon River 
in Jefferson County, all containing "lar~e peach and apple 
orehar<h;;;• are otferetl as prizes.:!7

:~ 

LIQUORS. 

One of the thing~ that attracts our attention to.day, in 
this time of legislation against alcoholic drinks, is the great 
use that the pioneers 1nade of liquors of all kinds. In the 
,vords of Silas J>ins111ore, \\"l'iting· froni. the Chocta,v Nation, 
,Yhere he w·as the Intlian agent, '•,Vine and brandJ· are as 
necessary to tnJ health in this cli1nate ag beef and bread to 
my subsistence:· the real feeling of the early settler is ex
pressed.3i4 

In the ,,r a ta uga settlement, in the eighties, "good distilled 
rye "rhiskey at t,vo shillings, six pence per gallon, and good 
peach or apple brandy at three shillings pe1· gallon" could be 
had at ahnost any tavern.3 i:. The Sullivan County Court or
dered the folLo,Ying taYern rates for that county in 1780. The 
decline in the value of Continental currencv at that time ., 
makes the prices seem very high. ,vine "ras priced at . "nine 
pounds per qua1·t; \\Test India run1, fifteen pounds per quart; 
good "·hiskey, seven pounds, four shillings; rum toddy, three 
pou1uli..;. t"rel,·e shillings: good beer, one pound. sixteen shill
ings per quart; and so in proportion for a ~reater or less quan
tity:'~i•1 "If thP · rum floated 1nelte<l tallow\ they could only 
charge six pence the fluid pint, but if the tallow· sank to the 
hotton1 they could exact eight pence.~ii 

Reference has aready been 1nade to the bars kept in all 
taverns, as "rell as in the "cross-road storPs.'' ,ve are all 
n1ore ,or less familiar "~ith the "·ay the whites gave ,vhiskey to 
the Indians. Gov·ernor Blount hitnself promised the1n large 
quantities of w·hiskey- at different tin1es. and it "·as especia.lly 
helpful w·hen the "·hites ,Yanted them to a~ree to certain terms 
in a treaty. "\Villiam :i\Iaclin. secr~tary- to Governor Sevier. 
""rote Robertson in 1804: 

"I believe the Governor has made arrangements for some whiskey, 
brandy, coffee. tea, sugar, etc .. and I suppose he expects to get beef, 
etc.; in the neighborhood of Tellico.m,-: 

This """as probahl~· for Tennessee troops. 
3• 3Knoxvillc Gazette, iray 9, 1 i94-
:r:•Robertson's Letters, Yol. II., October tz, 1805. 

::15Allison, Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History, p. 30. 
l,tJTaylor, Historic Sullivan, p. 97. 
:mGilmore, Advance Guard of \Vcstern Civilization, p. 337. 
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llention has been 1uade of the stills "·hich manv of the .. 
lwtter-eqnippe<l farn1s had, like llorgau Bro"·n's and General 
,Yinehester·s au<l other8. Isnae ,vhite, as early as 1792, ad
vertised in the "l{noxYille Gazette·' for the return "of a sev
enty-five gallon still, \\"eighing ~eventy-five pounds, and a cap 
and "·orm stolen" fron1 hi~ "distill house on the head of Horse 
Creek in \Vashington County.,·~.s The papers of Knoxville 
and Nash ville contained 1nany "store notices" of "rum, brandy, 
ttlneriffe, u1alaga and shPrry "·iues. and claret in bottles."319 

It "ras a drinking age. \Y. L. Brow·u·s notes in his diary 
like "Papa very (rroO"uy · this t..-'Yenin(T '' and "Papa sent for ' •· rt ~l"I., ~, 

Rome brandy and sat down ,vith a pint, there ""as a quart at 
first; 1na1nma an<l I kept ,vatering it to the last,'~ are very 
connnon, and Dr. ~Iorgan Brown """as not a drunkard at all, 
but, like most men of the titne, " .. as accustomed to habitual 
but moderate drinking. Roosevelt says. "Court day ,vas apt 
to elose with lnnch hard drinking, for the backw·oodsman of 
every degree dearl~ .. loved ,vhiskey.''=tso 

Al\! USEl\IEN'TS. 

The "child of the fo1est" and the settler of the frontier are 
generally spoken of as being reserved and silent and given to. 
"n1elancholy mien."381 One ,vould think that their pleasures 
,v-ere fe,v and far bet,veen. Such, ho,vever, w·a.s not the case. 
The literature desc1ibing their lives 1nakes many references 
to ''apple bilin's," ''quiltings,'' ''house-raisings," "log-roll
ings,'' and "husking-bees,"-or "corn-shuckings," as they were 
generally called,-festive occasions ,vhen neighbors ""ith al
truistic intentions gathered at a man's place of abode and 
helped him ,vi th his ·work~ . expecting him to retnni the com
pliment "~hen they should be in need. "11any hands made 
light the tasks," and the chance ,v·as giYen for "gossip;" for 
ne,vs ,vas scarce and the opportunities fori social enjoyment 
were few·. "W11ile the "~omen w·orked and talked, the men 
,vonld engage in shooting matches, blotting out the cross-mark 
at fifty or a hundred paces. Spenrc\ discussing the early- hi~
tory of Hickman County, says: 

"The procedure [ of the shooting-match] was as follows: 
Each participant contributed one dollar to what was called the 

''pony purse," taking in exchange five shots, or chances. He then 
took a board and burned it on one side till it was blackened. Upon 
this blackened surface he put a cross . . . and placing this board 
sixty, or sometimes one hundred yards away,. he fired at th~ spot. · 

Judges were chosen to decide bet\veen the contestants thus shoot-

:i;8Robertson's Letters, Yol. II., October 5, 1 Ro4. 
mKnoxville Gazette, August 11, I 792. 
380Roosevelt, \Vinning of the \Vest, Vol. II., p. 323. 
ll8t£Json. History of United States, p. 30. 
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ing for the purse. Sometimes a beef was substituted for the "pony 
purse,'' the hides and tallow being the first prize, the hindquarters 
the second and third, and the forequarters the others.m~:: 

Ramsey, in describing the soeinl life of the early pionee~-s, 
says: 

"'IJle sports of the frontier men were manly, athletic, or war
Jike, the chase, the bear-hunt, the deer-drive, shooting at the target, 
throwing the tomahawk, jumping·, boxing and wrestling. Playing 
marbles and pitching dollars, cards and backgammon, ,vere little 
known, and were considered base and effeminate. The bugle, the 
violin, the fife and drum furnished all the musical entertainments. 
These were much used and passionately admired. Weddings, military 
trainings, house raisings, chopping frolics were often followed with 
the fiddle and dancing and rural sports."::._<..3 

John Sevier, in his diary, mentions at.tending balls and 
dances no less than t,venty-three times, to say nothing of the 
"little hops,'' as he calls them. He also 1nentions attending 
the circus and theatres "rhen in Philadelphia, and an "ele
gant ball" at Judge l\icNairy's ,on the evening of l\iay 17, 1797, 
when in Nashville. He tells of playing at ball, and of him
self and son, John, beating l\Iessrs. Aiken and A.nderson in 
four games. He makes record of engaging in games of billiards 
and whist and of betting on horse-races and cock-fights, which 
,vere common means of gambling in those days. ~84 

W. L. ·Bvown's diary- has these entries under date of 
February 1-3, 1805 : 

"I fought chickens and mine won. I was to have fought cocks but 
didn't. Cock fighting with :Mr. Moses." 

: J\.nd under February 24. th, 
"Playing push pins and cock fighting." 

. In 1790, w·hen King\; 11~011 ,vork8 were dedicated in Sul
livan County, t"ro days ,vere spent in "jollification and races 
and feats of strength and agility. Baxter Bean ":ron the dis

. tance races, l!T acob Akard the "TeHtling, "\Villiam Smith the 
· foot racing and a. uegro, "Cnfl', '' in lifting the heaviest weight . 
. A.fter the furnace w·as charged "'"ith charcoal and ore, ~Irs. 
Blount broke a bottle of rn1n again~t it and christened it 
"Barbara" in the name of B1onnt.'s mother, l\Irs. Deery."385 

,Judge Allison, in describing the horse-race in 1788 between 
: the horses or .Andrew· .Jackson nn<l ColonPl Love in Greasy 
·_ Cove, in "·hat is now Unicoi Con11ty, Hays: 

. ·."As was the custom of the day, the fellows, 'spilin' for a fight,' 
382J. D. Spence an<l D. L. Spence, llistory of Hickman County, p. 100. 
383Ramsey, Annals of Tennessee, p. 720. 
38'Heiskell, Andrew Jackson and Early Tennessee History, Vol. II., Diary of 

John Sevier, p. 511. 
:is:;Taylor, Historic Sullivan, p. 154. 
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stripped to the ,vaist-line and fought in a ring, and when one cried, 
''Take him off," the mill ended, the bitten, gouged and bleeding com
batants "1nade up," washed, dressed, and sealed the pact of peace 
with a drink of whiskey from the same gourd." 

In this description he refer8 to those "·ho liad collected to 
" .. itness the great horse-race. The race itself created much 
excitement., and people gathered for miles to see the contest 
that had been so ,videlv advertised. ....\.udrew· ~Jackson's horse . 
w·as beaten. l-Ie and J. .. ove swore at each otJ1er and " .. ould 
have fought had not friend~ separated them. The best fea
ture of it all "·as the pleasure and di\·er~iou that the people 
of that part of ,,Tashingtou County had enjoyed.3sr. 

Jackson's love of fine horses and his enthusiasm for horse
racing did not desert him ,vben he went to Nash ville, as subse
_quent histo1·y show·s. The Clover Bottom racing grounds on 
the Lebanon Road, seven or eight miles from Nashville, are 
still pointed out to the visitor on his "~ay to the "Hermitage,'' 
,Jackson·s fa1nons home. in ,vhich he died in 184~. The "Im
partial Revie"·" of :i\Iarch 29, 1806, contained the following no• 
tice in regard to a great race held there: 

On Thursday next will be run the greatest and most interesting 
match race ever run in the Western Country, between General 
Jackson's horse, ''Truxton," six years old, carrying one hundred and 
twenty-four pounds, and Captain Joseph Erwin's horse, "Ploughboy,'' 
three years old, carrying one hundred and thirty pounds. Those 
horses run the two mile heats for the sum of three thousand dollars. 
No stud horses can be admitted ,vithin the gates but such as contend 
on the turf, and all persons are requested not to bring their dogs to 
the field, as they will be shot without respect to the owners .. :t<;T 

These races . ""ere great events. Large cro""ds assembled 
and much money changed hands. It "..ias against the state 
]aw to ,vager on then1 or on games of chance, but that did not 
~eem to prevent the practice. The General 1\ssembly of the 
State had passed "an act to suppress gaming" in 1799, estab
lishing the la"· that "every promise. bill, note and agreement" 
~d1ould be Yoi<l that "·as obtained by playing at cnrds, dice, 
billiards, horse-1·acing, "yagering. betting, or any other species 
of gaming whatever''; any "person encouraging·' "~otlld for
feit five dollars and "any one offending'' t"·enty dollars, and 
any "tavern keeper or public tippling house~' aiding and abet
ting the pratcice ,vonld be finpfl ten dollars and have their 
licen~es re.vokefl for one y£lar.:?s~ 

FAIRR. 

C,ountv fairs· in T{\nllC1SS<1e ar? not treations of the modern 
~ 

SS0Allison, Dropped Stitches in Te:nncs:-ce History, p. 104. 
~Tlmpartial Review, March 29, 1806. 
388Acts of Third General Assembly, October .26, 1799. 
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day. They started ,vith the State .. The first session of the 
General Assembly gave to the citizens of Blount County "the 
pri~ilege of holding t,vo fairs in each and eYery ~year for the 
purpose of selling all kinds of goods, "·ares and merchan• 
dise.'' Thev "·ere to he ·'free to e,·erv citizen of Hie State" &I ., 

a.nu "·ere to be held "the last \Yednesdavs in l\Iarch and Octo-., 
ber and to continue for tw'O <laYs.'':isn · The second session ., 
passed an act for the e8tablis.hn1eut of fairs in Knox County, 

. the first bein~ on the fourtt1enth day- of Februa1·y and the sec
ond being on the fourth dny of .. Tnl)'". In case either da)· 
should "fall on the Sabbath,~, the fair w·as to be held the suc
ceeding <lay.''~,o ProYision " .. as. n1nde for fairs in Greene 
County the next yea1·, in Sullivan County the one following 
that and in the othPr eounties in f.tuceeetling ~·ears. 

CLOTHES. 

Skins "·ere used by the. hunters and trapper8 for clothes, 
and the first settlers followed their example. Deer-skins made 
the best garments. They "-ere soft, pliable and easily tanned, 
and of sufficient size not to require much se,ving. The leg
gins and shirts "~ere cut out, holes w-ere punched along tbe 
edges of the pieces~ and they ,vere se\\~ed together ,vith thongs 
and tied. ~rhe nH~n and "·01nen both became expert in tanning 
and dressing these skin8. In the "·ords of Gilmore: 

"They used the brains of the beast as an emollient, so as to give 
them a most pliable texture and velvety softness. They fashioned 
them into all kinds of rain1ent,-waistcoats, trousers, hunting-shirts, 
and even garments to be worn next to the person; and this was the 
work of the men as well as of the women as they gathered around 
the great ,vood-fires. The settler presented a very picturesque ap
pearance with his cap of fox or wolf-skin, the tail dangling behind. 
His trousers and hunting-shirt ,vere of <leer-skin, fringed with the 
fur of the bear or panther, and the latter garment was belted about 
with a strip of buffalo-hide, tanned and dyed some bright color. His 
feet were shod ,vith buffalo-skin. \Vhen he went abroad he threw the 
buffalo robe over his left shoulder, and wrapped in it he could sleep 
in a snow-bank.''301 

Colonel .. James Smith, of ''irgiuia, Pxploring in Tennessee 
in 1766, left his con1panio118 a~ the n1outh of the Tennessee 
River, as they ,Yere pushing· north into the Illinois country, 
and he and a mulatto hoy spent. eleYen months in the ,vi.Ider• 
nesR before they got through to X orth Carolina.. He described 
their clothes, ,vhici1 he said "rere in ragR hy the time they 
reached the settlements, a~ follo"•g: 

"The boy had on buckskin leggins, moccasins, a breach clout, a 

::s!I Acts of First General :\s~cmhly. 1 jQ6. 
390Acts of Second Ccncral .\ssembly, October 27, I 797. 
::!1

1Gilmore, .:\d\'ancc-Guard of \Ve:;tcrn Civilization, p. 52. 
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bear-skin dressed with the hair on, which he belted to hhn, and a 
raccoon-skin cap. I had an old beaver hat, buckskin leggins, mocca
sins, and an old blanket."392 

~Ioccasins "·ere w·oru a great deal. '!'hey ,Yere ·1uade of 
the heaviest buffalo-hide~ with the sea1ns in the bad~ and the 
tongues outside. They were n1ueh easier to 1nake than shoes, 
which ""ere stiff and ht1aYy. Shoes \\·ere "polished~' for Sun
day by rubbing the1n \\·ith lJear~s oil hlackPned "·ith soot fron1 
the fireplace, and peppennint ""a~ used to counteract the bad 
odor of the rancid grease. :w:: 

,v. L. Bro,vnJ in 180:i tells of his difficult~· in getting shoes 
for a "·edding. He saJs: 

"I did not know what to do for shoes to go to the ,vedding, but I 
got D. Wells to cut them out and I went and got old Fox to make 
them, and I was to give him one bushel of corn. I went to the wed
ding and there ,vere great doing·s. They were married by l\lr. Har
vey, and after night. u;:(\, . 

~John Buchanan )lttt·taL of Franklin, 'T'p1111e~st•e. an ohl . 
pioneer, adds his per~ouu l tPstilnon~·: 

"The clothing ,vas made at home by the ,vomen. They carded, 
dyed and spun, mixing the threads of the desired colors, the blue 
dye being obtained from the indigo plant. I have seen n1y mother 
and the neighbors get together and make cloth in this way, counting 
the threads. 3D

5 

David Crockett n1arried about 1801 or 1802 in eastern Ten
nessee, and seven or eight years later "·ent to Franklin C'onnt)· 
to live. He saYs of ~Irs. Crockett: ., 

"l\.1y wife had a good wheel and knowed exactly how to use it. She 
was a good weaver, as most of the Irish are, ,vhether men or women, 
and being very industrious with her wheel she had in little or no time 
a fine web of cloth ready to make ~p."39

'
1 

· 

Another ~lhnp:..;e of the e1othing of the earl:y rural pioneer~ 
of tl1e State is gh·en hy Onil<l. "-riting- fro1n 1nen1-ory in 1878: 

"Our mothers and sisters spun cotton and w·ool, which they wove 
into Jeal)s for the men and boys and cotton stripes and linsey for 
the women and girls. Silks, n1uslins, crepes, poplins, and other ex-
pensive dress-goods were then unknown to our people. If a calico 
dress was bought at our country store or from a peddler, it created 
great excitement and was "narated" through the neighborhood. The 
'store bills' of the family did not amount to twenty dollars a year."~1 

The~,e things conlcl not be ~aid of the to,vus like Knoxville 

1:1::J. G. Cbco, Ili:-tnric Smnncr County. Tcnnc:;:-cc, p. 100. 

JU3Taylor, Hi,toric Sulli\'an, p. 15.::. 
::!l4Diary of \V. L. Hrown. Fchruary 6, 1~05. 

~,:-,John B. :\lurrav, Nasln-ille Thnncr. luh· (,. 1t).:.:. 
3:1•tcrockctt's Autobiography, p. GR. • • 
:W~Guild, Old Times in Tcn11csscc. 
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and :Kashville. Se,·ier 1neutious in his diary buying articles 
of dress at least t,veuty times, some being for himself and 
some for llrs. Sevier an<l his daughters. Of course, ,vheu he 
"~ent to. \Vashington in 1812, he purchased "jackets and 
britches and silk stockings," and w·hen he dined with President 
lladison, James lionroe and Henry Clay, he certainly must 
have been dressed as fitted the occasion. He makes a note of 
"paJ·ing tw·o dollars and a half for a pair of pumps" when he 
"~ent to the "President's levee," and "thirteen dollars and 
thirty-tw·o cents for a pair of silk britches''; also of buying 
"one pair of ""hite silk stockings at four dollars and twenty
five cents."' and "a pair of set knee buckles at two dollars 
and a half." In 1796 he paid nine dollars at a Greeneville 
store "for a n1uslin habbit bought by his daughter, Catery," 
and the follo"~ing ~larch he sent from Knoxville "a muslin 
pattern to ~Joanna and a dimity one to Poll:v. 

'l~he stores at I{noxvillc and Nashville ""ere advertising in 
180H and before, ''Leghorn bonnets of ue,vest fashions/' "feath
(lred YPlvet bonnet:--;." ·'split stra"" Gipsy "-ith stra\\- trin1-
nling;/' "elegant bugle ribbons for the head," "a rich assol't:
n1ent of gold and silver lace trin1ming," "velvets and plushes, 
tliffen:1nt colors muslins, calicoes and Cambricks," and braids 
and tw·ists, to say nothing of iY01-y beads and buttons.39s 

· H. Tatun1's account-book fo1· 1793 sho,vs that he sold to 
.A.ndre,v .Jackson in Nashville, "ten yards of cambrick and four 
:rards of ribbon," and to others "green cloth, scarlet cloth, 
~ilk, linen, and conrse cloth; silk thread, silk handkerchief~. 
~imp and cassmere.'~::oo But the social conditions in the to\\11s 
,vhich boasted tailors and shoen1akers and green plush ancl 
Yelvet bonnets ,vere quite different from those of the rural 
sections, ,vhere the home ,vas the economic and social center. 
There are n1any 1nen living to-day in the State ,vho have been 
reared in mountain counties and isolated districts, and ,vho 
can 1·ernember \\"ell many of the pioneer customs much like 
those of Robertson'~ thne. 'l"he "~estern section of the State 
was uot opened for ~ettlernent to any great extent until aft.er 
the first. quarter of the nineteenth century, and Crockett, in 
his. autobiog-raphy, pictures real frontier life in Obion County 
a~ late a~ 1825 ancl 1830. 

EIH~C.\.'1'10~. 

'fhe pioneers of Tennessee " .. ere not as ignorant as many 
people believe. l\ilauy of then1 came from centers in Virginia 
and Nortl1 Carolina "··here they had access to ,,.illage and 

Hen<ler:,;011, Conquest of the Old Southwest, pp. 39-,40. 
:r.1sJmpartial Review, September ;!O, 1806. 
:::iraKnox\'ille Gazette, February 1 1, 1 i9:!, 
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printte schools, in whirh the~· had learned not onl~· the three 
"R's/' but so1ne Latin and Greek. It· is probable that a cen
sus ""ould lun·e sho"·n as 1nany n1en able to read and w1·ite • 
then, in proportion to the population. as now·. The letters 
in the St~vier. Rohert~on .. T aek!-ion and ,vincbester collections 
show· that thP people not onlr ",·ote a fair hand, but used 
""e1l-ehosen ,Yord~ and phrases. In an age before type,vriters 
and printed circular~ ""t11·e 11Red. the hand-,vriting had to be 
elear. The ~pelling. it is true. is ofti1nes a1nusing, but spell
in~ "·ns far fron1 ~tandnrdized in those daJs, and ,vl10 can 
question their good sen~e, w·hen no dictiona1·y ,vas near, for 
spelling a "·ord as it sounds? Phonetic spelling certainly is 
"sin1plifiecl spelling." ,vhC'n the early inhabitants in the 
,vasliington District sent a })etition to North Carolina in 1776, 
asking to be annexed to that State. one hundred and eight 
~igned it "·ith their na1nes and only tw-o "!"ith their marks, 
and four :rear~ later out of t"~o hundred and fifty-six signing 
the Cntnhe1·la11<l Compact. only one had to sign with hi~ 
inark.400 

There are a ~ood many· 1·eferences to private schools among 
the early settlen1ents in the letters, diaries and early records. 
"re kno" .. that the Bledsoe boYs ,Yere killed bv the Indians at . ~ 

the <JUarry· near Colonel ,,rinchester's home in Sumner County 
in 1794: a~ 1hey ,, .. ere "rettu·ning from school," aud W. L. Bro"ru 
crossed the line into I{entnckv in 180H and ",Yent to school and . 
paid ,vn~on tPn dollars for the session." Thei-;e schools,-· and 
the1re 1nust haYe lwen man~ .. of them. for each ::-;ettlement had 
it~ c·hil(lrcu, a1Hl parent~ anxious for the1n to learn,-,vere 
<lecidedly· local and no t,y·o ,of them probably ,vere much alike. 
The needs of the community and the whims of the instructor 
don bt less ,,~rre the 1 n rgest fa et ors in determining the kind of 
gchool the Rettlement had. · 

The story of Crorketf s school-rlavs in the nineties in East . ~ 

TenneRsee give~ n~ ~onw infot•mation. He says: · 

"My father . . . took it into his head to send me to a little 
country school, ,vhieh was kept in the neighborhood by a man whose 
name was Benjamin Kitchen. I went four days and had.Just began 
to learn my letters a little, when I had a falling out with one of the 
scholars, a boy n1uch larger and older than myself. I waited till 
evening, and ,vhen the larger scholars were spelling, I slipped out." 

Later he say~: 

"I thought I would try to go to school some, and as the Quaker 
had a married son, who was keeping a school, I proposed to him 
that I would go to school four days in the ,veek and work for him 

Tcnnes~cc Historical Societv, Rox T 1. No. ~-
4'10Putnam, Ili!--tory of :\Tid<l'le Tenncs.,ee, pp. ; 00-1 02. 
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the other two to pay my board and schooling, so at it I went, until 
I bad been with him nigh on to· six months. In this time I learned 
to read a little in my primer, to write my own name, and to cypher 
some in the first three rules in figures.""'01 

This school "·as taught in a private hon1e,-as ,vere most 
of the early schools. Many of them ""ere taught by the preuch
ers, "rho kne,v something of English and the classics. The 
pioneer preacher was supposed to be able to teach as ,vell as 
preach. Kno,vledge ""as considered more importarut than 
pedagogical training in those days. 

Samuel Carrick, w·ho founded Blount · College,-wl1ich 
afterwards became the University of Tennessee,-put the fol
lo,ving notice in the "Knoxville Gazette'' in 1792 : 

A Seminary will be opened January the first at the seat and under 
the direction of the subscriber, near Knoxville, where will be taught 
a complete introduction to the Latin and Greek languages, attending 
particularly to the grammatical construction, the true pronunciation, 
the design and connection of the author; the English language, 
grammatically, applying the rules in reading, parsing, correcting 
and composing; the liberal arts and sciences, geography, logic, nat
ural and moral philo,sophy, astronomy and rhetoric. 

The Seminary will be open two sessions in the year, consisting 
of five months each. The terms of tuition will be seven dollars per 
scholar for each session, paid at the entrance. Beginners in Latin 
will be admitted at the commencement of a session only, which will 
be the first of January and the first of July annually.4°2 

The follo,ving three advertisements in the "Impartial Re
view·'' of 1807-08 sho" .. that the people of ~Iiddle Tennessee had 
also been interested in education: 

To the Inhabitants of Nash ville and Vicinity: 
Wyatt Bishop intends to open an English School on the first of 

January next, where he has formerly taught with great encourage
ment. Those gentlemen wishing to favor him with their children 
may rely on faithful services.'03 

Wants to be employed as a private tutor in a genteel family, a 
man who can teach the Latin and Greek classics, the French and 
English languages grammatically~ the belleslettres. logic, ari-tmetic, 
g.eograp_by and astronomy. A line directed ''-T. S." and left at the 
printer's hereof will be attended to. 

The Rev. Andrew H. Davis has opened a Gramn1ar and Scientific 
School in Williamson County, a mile and three-quarters from the 
town of Franklin, immediately on the road towards the mouth of 
West Harpeth, in which he proposes to teach the Latin, Greek and 
English languages gram1natically; also the various branches of 
mathematics and science. Those who entrust him with the education 
of their children may depend on his particular attention to their 
morals and progress in literature. 
. Terms of Tuition are: For the Greek and Latin and English Ian-

41-'1Crockett's Autobiography, pp. 29, 49. 
40::Knoxville Gazette, December T, 1 j92. 
4.03Jmpartia1 Review, April q and October 13, 1808. 
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guab>"Cs, taught grammatically, fifteen dollars per annum. Reading, 
writing and arithmetic, ten gollars per annum. Boarding can be had 
reasonable in the neighborhood.~14 

The last advertisement "·as signed by Thos. H. Perkins, 
Daniel Perkins and Nicholas Perkins. . 

The first school in Robertson County ,Yas taught by Robert 
Black. on Sulphur Fork. near Captain Isaac Dortch's, about 
17H8. It, like many others. w·as a small. 1·urnt school in which 

. ~ , . 

only the ~itnph_1~t branches "~ere tuught:10
;; 

THE COLLEGES. 

There are four great, outstanding characters among the 
pioneer preacher• teachers. Each one of these was tbe founder 
of a school out of ,Yhich gre,y an institution of higher learn• 
ing w·hich exists to•day. Samuel Doak created l\Iartin Acad
e1ny in \Vashington County about 1779 or 1780; Hezekial1 
Balch established Greeneville College in Greene County in 
179-1. San1uel Carrick fortned Blount College out of the semi .. 
nary mentioned above, and ThonH1s Craighead founded David-
8on College. . 

Sa1nuel Doak graduated fro1n Princeton College in 17·75, 
n1arried the same year, and a little later set out for south
western Virginia. His diploma, ""hich is still in the hands 
of his descendants in Greene County, "·as signed by the trus
tees of Princeton College~ two of ""horn ,yere Robert }!orris 
and .John ''"itherspoon, signers of the Declaration of Inde
pendence. l?ro1n .. Abingdon Doak ,vent do,Yn to ,vashington 
Couuty, :Xorth Carolina, about 1778 and located. establishing 
Salem Presbvterian Church and a s1nall school. w·hich he called 

~ . 
}Iartin .A.cademy, about seven or eight miles south,vest of 
,Jonesboro. The Academy ,v-as chartered b)1 the State of North 
Carolina and trustees ,vere appointed,-one of ,vhom ,Yas Heze
kiah Balch,-at its regular session, held at Hillsborough in 
1783.406 After the government of Franklin ,vas organized, that 
State re.chartered the .. t\..caderny in 1785, and ten rears later 
the Territorial ... ..\.ssembly pasRed the following a.ct: 

An act for the establishing of Washington College in honor to the 
illustrious President of the United States at Salem in Washington 
County. 

,vhereas, the Legislature of North Carolina established an acad~ 
emy in Washington County by the . name of Martin Academy, which 
has continued for ten or twelve years past under the presidency of 
the Reverend San1uel Doak, and has been of considerable utility to 
the public. and affords a prospect of future usefulness, if invested 
with powers and privileges appertaining to colleges. 

404 lmpartial Review. January 31, 1807. 
40:-.American Historical :\lagazine, Yol. V., p. 318. 
t00State- Records of North Cnrolina. \"ol. XXIV., Chap. XLlV., p. 535. 
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Be it enacted by the Governor, Legislative Council and House of 
Representatives of the Territory South of the River Ohio, that there 
shall be a college Ly the n:nne of ,vashington College at Salem, in 
,vashing1:on County/"~ 

The «H·t goe~ on to nan1P the trnRtee~ and <lecla1·e them 
a body politic, and to e1npower thP1n to tranRact le~al busi
ness. In 181R. he<·ausca. of ilw rt11i~io11s •lit1h·nl1ie~ lwtw~n 
Doak and son1e of hi~ ffotk. hP lPf't 1.ltt> sthool in thP h:nHl~ of 
his son~ and, n1oving fonrt<'en n1iles WP~twar<l. f'onuded an
other school four 1nilei.; east of f.rpeued11P. ,v-ltich lH~ ealled 
-Tuscuhun College aftt,r CicPro·i.; old villa in the .. Albau Hills. 
This college is still in the same place and <loing a good "rork. 

One year before the 'rerritorial .Assen1hlY ehartere,1 \Va8h-.. . 
ington College, it chartered another.-Greeneville College,~ 
,vhich had been started bv Hezekiah Balch. a. trustee of ,vash-. 
ington ~ollege. Doak nnd .. John SeYier "·pre trustee~ of .thiR 
school, a~ ""ere GidPon lllnekhnru an<l Sa1nnPl Carrick, who 
will be 1nentioned later:• 0

s In 179~ the l'ollo,Yin!-{ notice ap
peared in the "Knoxville GazettP": 

. To the Trustees of · Greeneville College. 
Gentlemen: You are hereby earnestly requested to meet at Mt. 

Bethel Church in the vicinity of Greeneville on Tuesday, the 10th 
day of February. 

HEZEKIAH BALCH, Prest.to:> 

Baleh "-eut north in 179'1 "in the intPrest of the colleget-
as do the 1nodern Tenne8SPP· eolleg-p presi<lents,-and w·hen he 
returned he wTote fro1n 01·Pe11PYillP to OoYernor SeYier. at 
Knoxville, as follo,v-s: 

"Through the great goodness of Heaven I have returned. Had a 
prosperous journey and safe return. A great number of gentle
men, particularly members of congregations, had their kind com
plements to you. I have requested the trustees to convene at Greene
ville on the thirsday of the l\:Iay Court. I hope, Sir. you will give 
us the pleasure of your company, if in your po,ver."nn 

BI.Ot'~T COLLEGE. 

On September the tenth. ReYPlltP~n hnn<l1·Ptl and ninet:r
fonr, an act ""as pas8ed "for the e8t:1hli8hing of Blount Col
lege in the vicinity of KnoxYillP.'" The preamble declares that 

Whereas the Legislature of this Territory are disposed to pro-

407.Acts of Territorial Legislature, July 8, Ii95• 
f08Acts of Territorial Le~islatnrc, September 3. t iQ•l• 
Greeneville College was united with Tusculum College on the g-rounds of the 

Jatter after the Civil \Var. The name "(;rceneYillc and Tu~cnlmn ColJcge" was 
changed to "Tusculum College'' a few years a~o. 

"°"Knoxville Gazette, February 3, 17q5. 
The 1\ft. Bethel Church was an old Pre~hytcrian Church that stood one mile ea,.;t 

of Greeneville. 1 t has heC'u dt·strnyed. Tht· g-ra\'eyarcl n·mai11~. 
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mote the happiness of the people at large, and especially of the ris
ing generation, by instituting seminaries of education, ,vhere youth 
may be habituated to an amiable moral and virtuous conduct and ac
curately instructed in the various branches of useful science and in 
the principles of ancient and modern languages, 

Be it enacted that the Rev. Sa1nuel Carrick, President, His Ex
cellency, William Blount, the Honorable Daniel Smith, Secretary of 
the Territory, General John Sevier, Colonel Jan!es ,vhite, Archibald 
Roane, George Roulstone, \Villie Blount, (and ten others shall] be 
and they are hereby declared to be a body politic and corporate, by 
the nan1e of President and Trustees of Blount College, in the vicinity 
of Knoxville/1

\ 

These trustees ,vere all pro1uincnt 111en~ and they had no 
small part in the <leYelopmeut of the eatly histor~· of the 
State. The act also "exe1npts the I>resideut, professors, tutors 
and students from 1uilitary duty ""hile connected ,vith the 
College, except in general inYasion of the Territory/' 

Professor Sunford in hi~ historr of Rlonnt College tells 118 

not to regard the school ns "an institution givin~ n gPnrrn l 
education to the mass of the lleople.~' ]Te snys: · 

"It was, on the contrary, a classical academy for the sons of the 
comparatively wealthy, giving them a classical training and acquaint
ance with polite and liberal arts." 

He says again that ,vn1iau1 Pnrker, "the first and only 
graduate of Blount College/' ,v_as reported by President Car
rick "as ha,·ing been exa1ninP<l an<l approved in ,rirgil, Rhe
toric, Horace, Logic. Geography, Greek Testa1nent. Lucien~ 
~fathematics, Ethics and Natural Philosophy." · 

It is interesting to note. too, that young ""omen " .. ere ad
mitted as students on equal terms " .. ith the young men. ~Hss 
Barbara, the daughter of GoYernor Blount, ""as described as 
an "attentive~' and "diligent'' student, and associated "·ith her 
,vere Polly ~IcClung, .Jennie Armstrong, and some other girls. 
Rut afte1· Blount Colle~e hecame I~ast Teuner,,see College~ in 
1807, the feminine name~ dhmppeare<l fron1 itR rolls.41

:! 

The Unitefl States and Tennessee 1nade nn agr(letnent iu 
A.pril, 1806, hr the te1·ms or ,vhich 'l'PnnessPP eede(l to the 
United StatClR the territory in \Yest TenuesseP. called the "Con-•· 
gressional ReserYation," in exchange fo1· all the vacant land~, 
including those south of the French Broad, "·hich North Caro
lina had ceded to the United States. .An1ong other things~ Ten
nessee agreed to appropriate one hundred thousand acres in one 
entire ·tract in the southeastern part of the State for the use of 
hvo colleges, one in East and one in \Yest Tennessee. and one 

410Scvier·s Letter's, ~\pril I J, 1 i96. 
'11Acts of General ~,.., ... cmbly of the Tcrritorv South of the Rh·cr Ohio, Chap. 

XVIII., p. 89. . 
41:!Sanford, Illount C)llcgc an<l the l.".'nh·crsity (1( Tcnnc!-scc, pp. 13-z3, 36-39. 



140 ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL BEGINNINGS OF TENNESSEE 

hund1w thousand nl·1·e8 1uore in the same territory for the use 
of academies, to be e8tablished, one in each county in the State. 
:X one of these acres ,yas to he sold for less than tw·o dollars. 
But, as one dollar per acre "·as considered at thsit time a high 
price fot· land, and nouc had been sold in the State for more 
than fifty cents per acre. the lPgislature cnt the n1inhnum price 
that tlu.:a. federal ~o,·er1nnent luul laid dow11 in t"·o,. thu~ re
tlncing; the ineo1nt1 iutPnde(l for the eo11Pge8 hr half. In acltli
tion~ of the land ~et asidt.1. the heRt portions had already been 
occupied, and the ~ettler~ regarded it as theirs and begged 
for Pxtensions of time, "·hich the legislature readily granted~ 
beginning the Yer)" next year. Con~equently. the existence 
of these schools "·as n1aintaind by a constant struggle. The 
trustees of Blount College.-,Yliich by the legislature had 
agreed ~honl<l be .the Ea8t Tennessee College,-tried different 
1neans of securing funds, one of ,v-hich ,vas by selling lottery 
tickets. Thomas Jeffen;on·s reply of l\Iay 6, 1810, to ~Ir. Hugh 
White. of Knoxville, ,Yho hnd a8k<1d him to sell son1e of the 
tickets, is printed in full: 

"I received some time ago your letter of Feb. 28, covering a printed 
scheme of a lottery for the benefit of the East Tennessee Colleg~, 
and proposing to send tickets to me to be disposed of. It would be 
impossible for them to come to a more inefficient hand. I rarely go 
from home and consequently see but a few neighbors and friends who 
occasionally call on me, and having myself made it a rule never to 
engage in a lottery or any other adventure of mere chance, I can, 
with the less candor or effect urge it on others, however laudable 
and desirable it's objee:t may be. No one more sincerely wishes the 
spread of information among mankind than I do and none has 
greater confidence in it's effect towards supporting free and good 
government. I am sincerely rejoiced therefore to find that so ex
cellent a fund has been provided for the noble purpose in Tennessee. 
50,000 Dollars placed in a safe bank ,vill give 4000 D. a year, and 
even without other aid must soon accomplish buildings sufficient for 
the object in it's early stage. I consider the comn1on plan, followed 
in this country, but not in others, of making one large and expensive 
building as unfortunately erroneous. It is infinitely better to erect 
a small and separate lodge for each professorship, with only a hall 
below for his class, and two chamber:; above for himself; joining 
these lodges by barracks for a certain portion of the students, open
ing into a covered way to give a dry communication between all the 
school. The ,vhole of these arranged around an open square of 
grass and trees ,vould make it, ,vhat · it should be in fact, an academ
ical village, instead of a large and common den of noise, of filth, of 
fetid air. It would afford that quiet retirement so friendly to study, 
and lessen the dangers of fire, infection and tumult. Every professor 
\\"ould be the police officer of the students adjacent to his l)Wll lodge, 
which should include those of his 0,,111 class of preference, and might 
be at the head ·of their table if, as I suppose, it can be reconciled 
with the nPcessary economy to dine them in smaller and separate 
parties rather than in a large and common mess. These separate 
buildings too might be erected successively and occasionally, as the 
number of prof~ssorships and students should be increased, or the 
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funds become competent. I pray you tu pardon n1e, if I have stepped 
aside into the province of counsel: but mud1 observation and reflec
tion on these institutions have long convinced n!e that the large and 
crowded buildings in which youth~ are pent up, are equally un
friendly to health, to study, to manners, tmorals and order: and be
I ieving the plan I suggest to be n1ore promotive of these and pe
culiarly adapted to the ~lender beginnings and progressive growth of 
our i'r1stitutions, I hoped you would pardon the presumption in con
sider~tion of the motive. which was suggested by the difficulty ex
pressed in your letter of procuring- funds for erecting the building. 
But on whatever plan you proceed, I wish it every possib~e success 
and to yourselves the reward of esteem, respect and gratitude due to 
those who devote their time and effort to render the youth~ of every 
~uccessiv€ age fit gov~rnors for the next. To these, accept in addi
tion the assurances of mine."113 

The name of the East Ten11e8~t1P College ,vas later chauge(l 
to East Tennessee UniYersity. and in 1879 it became the lTni
v-ersitv of Tennessee. · It has had a glorious history and is still 

~ ,. ' 
n1aking its influence felt in the State and the South. 

The tw·entY-seven academies recPiYecl very little of the funds ., . 
expected, and those that ""ere built and n1ain tained ,vere kept 
aliYe by tuition fees .and private ~uhscriptions. They became, in 
fact, private schools. Son1e peri~l~cd early in the century. and 
othrrs " .. ere gradually incorporated into the public schools. 

DAYIDSOX .AC.\.DE)l Y. 

The school that ""as chosen in 1806 in ,vest Tennessee by 
the State "·as Cumberland College, w·hich had been Davidson 
Academv. The last man " .. e shall mention of Tennessee's four ., 
great pioneer founders of schools that still live is Thomas 
Crai~head, the founder of this acaden1r. He, like Doak and 
Balch. was a student of Princeton lTniversity. and he came to 
the Cumberland settlement at the su~gestion of Jan1es Rob
ertson, bet" .. een 1780 and 178~. He located at Haysborough. 
six 1ni1es northeast of Nashville,-now· kno,Yn as the Spring
hill Cemetery.-"·here he established the Spring Hill meeting 
honse. a rough stone bnildin~, in ,Yhich he preached and be
gan hi!-; sc.:t1ool. In 17~5 the legislature of North Carolina 
passed an act "for the pro1notion of ]earning in Davidson 
County." choosing CruighPad's meeting house as the place 
for an instip1tion to be kno"·n as Davidson AcademJ, ap
pointing him president and nan1ing nine other men,-among 
"·ho1n ""ere ~Tamrs Rohertson and .A.nthonv Bledsoe.-as trus-. . 
tees. The school ,Yas granted exemption from taxation for a 
period of ninet:,·-nine :rears. an<l two hundred and forty acres 
of land on the Cn1nberland River for its support. The trns
tPes had seYera 1 · mee.tings and m:Hle rrgnlations for thr carry-

41 ~Tcnnes:.ee lli~torical Society. Box 'J, X o. 84. 
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ing on of the ":-ork. .A. ferry ,vas established at the foot of 
"r-hat is no"· Broad Street in Nashville, the toll fron1 which 
""'as to go to the support of the school. The tuition ,vas "four 
poundH per a1111u111, hard lllOUeJ· 01· its equivalent." The fields 
""ere lea~ell and the 1·ental price ,vas generally paid in corn, 
,vhile the incou1e from the ferry varied, being, in 1805, six hun
dred and fifty dollars. The h1r~er part of the student bodJ 
came fron1 X ash ville~ and as this place gre,v the parents 
began to object to their boys crossing the ferry and ,valking 
the six miles from "'fhe Bluff,~, so the academy ,vas moved to 
the hill ahove the to,vn, '·on the road leading to Buchanan's 
l\Ii11." New· buildings " .. e1·e erected, n1ore trustees ,vere added, 
and three auditors we1·e appointed, ,vho should report to the 
General .. t\.ssembly concerning the affairs of the school.414 

In 1806 the General Assembly w·as asked to make Davidson 
..:\cade111y the ",.est Tennessee College, ,vhich it did, changing 
the 11an1e to Cumherlan<l College, appointing Craighead presi
dent and choosing nineteen trustees. The trustees met at '1,al
bott's Hotel in Nashville, and ordered the purchasing of books 
and ~upplies to the amount of one thousand dollars. 

They passed the f ollo"ring regulations : 
It will be improper to suffer the students to attend assemblages, 

balls. theatricals, parties of pleasure and amusement, and more, to 
frequent gaming tables, taverns and places of dissipation. The com
n1ittee recommends that tutors in their official duties wear a college 
habit, or loose upper 1rarment of some light black stuff, or fille model, 
after the manner of the surplice or gown worn by gentlemen of the 
literary professions, distinguished by black tossels on the shoulders or 
sleeves as badges of office. and that the students also ,vear black 
gowns of Rimilar material, but without the tossels, when they attend 
on recitatinns. prayers, public speaking, public worship, and when 
they walk in the town. 

SCHOOL-BOOKS. 

· The old lists of school-books ,ve can lay our hands upon 
give us a good idea of ""hat the courses of study included. One 
of the trustees of Davidson ... "1cademy, Lardner Clark, left for 
safe keeping ,vith Bennet Searcy, in 1795, the follo,ving list 
of books belonging to Davidson Academy: 

1 Vol. Ferguson's Astronomy 
3 Lexicons 
3 Vergil Delphini 
2 Vols. Davidson's Virgil 
1 Vol. Hutton's Logarithms 
1 Vol. Sirnson's Euclid 
1 Vol. Xenophon 
7 Maire's Introduction 
1 Dillworth's Assistant 
1 Aesop 

1 Vol. (2 Vol.) Harvey 
. 2 Cicero's 

1 Terence 
2 Ovids 
3 Nepos's 
3 Sallusts 
3 Lucians 
5 Greek Grammars 
2 Erasmus 
3 [illegible] .'18 

41'Acts "f First General Assembly. :\farch ;!8, 1796. 
416American Historical )fagazine, Vol. V., p. 21z. 
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In the list of books pnrehasl1tl b~· General \Yinchester in 
179:i~ there w·el'eJ 

G Doz. Assorted History 6 Sheridan's Dictionary 
6 School Bible 6 Doz. Dillworth's 
6 l\lorses Geography G Smith Geography 
2 Schoolmaster's Assistant 1 Ferguson's Astronomy 
6 Doz. ,v ebster Spelling Book 1 Doz. Websters Selections 
1 Doz. A she's Gran1mar 12 Constitution of U. S. 
1 Gross Primer 1 Love's Surveying.-m 

The "I1npartinl I{eview\' in 180H advertised for sale at the 
printing office: . 

\Vebster's late~t. and most improved spelling book at 25 cents, 
short and easy Geo~raphy for the use of schools at 50 cents, and the 
''Kentucky Preceptor,'' containing a number of useful lessons in 
ready speaking for 50 cents.m 

\Y. L. 13ro\\·n 111acle a notp in his diar~· that he purchased 
frotn I>nneau Rohinsou. in Xa~hville. on .. Janua1·rv ll~ . , 

Gibson's Surveying at $3.00 Pike's Arithn1etic 
Staunton's Embassy " 4.00 Park's Travels 
Sympson's Euclid " 4.00 The Man of Feeling 

1805: 
3.00 
2.75 
1.25 

· The "I1npartia l Revie"··' for ~lay 26. 1808, notified the pub
lic that Rnbscriptions coul<l be "taken for Arro,v·smith's Grand 
l\Iap of the \Yorh1 on a g-lohnlar projection of upwards of six 
feet hy three feet. at the Po~t Office, for t,Yo "·eeks only, ready 
for dt1lh·e1·y· at Phila<lelphia the fir~t of .. July. 

One of thP 1no~t intPrestiu~ text-hook~ of the pioneer time~ 
extant ii-; an nl<l hon1e-n1ade aritlnnetic that was used in the 
Donelson f:.unily, w·1dch i~ no,Y pre.served in the state archives 
in Nasln·i11e. It eontain~ about one l1nndred and twenty pages, 
se,·en hy t"·elve inehe8. iR covered "·ith old sacking, and "·as 
written hy hand "·ith hlaek ink and a quill pen. 
On the flY-lPaYe~ are . . 

,vnlian1 Donelson, his cyphering book. 
Commend nor discommend. 
Frequent con"mission of sin hardens men in it. 
nrunkennes~ reveals what soberness conceals. 
This moment came one Clark into this fort and made oath before 
.John Eakin. 
Miss Saliy Smith, the flower of . of the love to William 
Donelson. 
Samuel Donelson 
Jane Donelson 
Stocklev Donelson 
.T ohn Donel~on 
Leven Donelson 
David Smith 
Georg-e Smith. snn to General Sn1ith. 
Billy lVIay is a £cribbler. 

. 07See pa~e 1 .25. · 
·· H8Impartial Revic"·· St.::~)k:i1b..:r 1 ,. r ~n6. 
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These nan1es and scribblings, ,vritten more than a century 
and a quarter ago, take us back to the old pioneer school, with 
its rude furnishings, and show us the children "·orking off 
surplus energy by scratching on; the blank pages in their 
books. It impresses upon ns again that human nature is much 
the same generation after generation. 

The tables in the book and the problen1s are suggestive of 
the eighteenth century. 

The table for cloth 1neasure i~, 
4 nails equal 1 quarter 
4 quarters " 1 yard 
3 quarters " 1 ell (Flemish) 
5 quarters " 1 ell (English) 
6 quarters " 1 ell (French) . 

The table for liquid measure is, 
10 gals. equal 1 anchor (Brandy or Rum) 
18 '' " 1 runlet 
82 " " 1 puncheon 
42 " " 1 tierce 
8 " " 1 firkin ( of ale). 

Here are t"·o problems in the book, both giving us informa-
tion of the times: · 

I have a legacy of 1000 pounds payable to me the 20th day of next 
year, but my executor is willing to pay me down if I allow him a 
discount at 6%, to which I consent. What must he pay me in hand 
Aug. 12, 1785? 

Bought goods in Philadelphia consisting ·of several articles as per 
invoice paid: Pounds. Shillings. Pence. 

For hampers and package 3 18 
C1:1,rriage to Redstone Old Fort · 31 10 
To waggoners for pocket expenses 5 10 
Freight to Falls of• Ohio 8 16 8 
My own expenses to same fi·om Phila-
delphia 
For horse 9 15 
For carriage to Danville (own expense) 14 6 
Store rent 6 10 
Boarding, ,v ashing and Sewing 7 6 8 
Clothes and Pocket Expenses 12 16 0. 

· These problems "·ere tnken fron1 the ,laily experiences of 
the people of that tim<}. as n10:-;t of those in our modern arith
metics are based on our o,vn experience~. The date, 1785, is 
about the time the Donel~on c-hildren ",..ere using the old book, 
and the one ",.ho "ri·ote it. probably had n1ade the trip from 
Philadelphia do"~n into Tenne:--i-;eP. or had listened to the talk 
of others ",.ho had. 

EDrC.ATIOX IX L.A "·· 

. Jlention. has been 1nade of the "·av boys "·ere bound orer . ., 
to tradesmen as apprrnt.ices nntil the~ .. learned the trade them· 
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selves. In the sa1ne "·nr they w·ere sent to the homes or of
fices of the \Yell-kno,v-n la\Y~?ers~ and there they "read Black
stone's Con1n1entari<1s" and receh'·ed practical instruction in 
legal business. ,v. L. Bro\\-n tell~ of his mother's lamenting 
hecansP ~he did not have 1noney enough to send him "to stud~,. 
law with ,Tndg-e Overton.'' 1\ ,\ .. eek later he sa~~s his father antl 
mother discussed "sendiu~ hhn to study ,, .. ith ~Iajor Tatum." 
In the end he ,v-ent up into l(entucky to the home of llr. Joseph 
H. Ha"·kins, ,v-here he boarded antl studied la,Y, paying "onP 
hu1Hlrcd dollars per annu1n'' for board, an<l another "one hun
clrcd for hooks autl attention pni<l "·hpu studies are con1pleted. 
or son1e tin1e after."419 

RELIGIOX. 

'l'he pioneers of Tenues~ee "·ere essentially religious. It 
is true that they did not appear so to the French Catholic, 
~Iichanx, "·ho passed through :Nusln·ille in 1802, for he said, 
"The Tennesseans appear not so religious, although they are 
8trict observers of SundaY. There are few· churches in Ten-., 
nessee antl itinerant preachers wander in the summer through 
the country, preaching in the "--oods!'4

~
0 It is natural tl1at 

:\Iichaux should have felt as he did, for he sa,v very fe" .. of his 
own faith after he left Ne"· Orleans and Natchez. The earlv ~-
Tenne~::-:eans ""ere prncticall:v all I>1·otestants, being Scotch• 
Irish Presbyte1·ians and l\Iethodists and Baptists from V'ir
~inia and X orth Carolina. Religion occupied more of their 
time than it does of the tin1e of the average persons to-day. 
The old fan1ily Bible.-a large Yolume, covered ,vith calf-skin. 
containing the fan1ily rPgistry of births, marriages and deaths~ 
-was kept ready for use near the fireplace, and " .. as not only 
the hook of religion, hut ,Yas a source of entertainment for the 
older people on Sundays and rnin~· days. Books "'"ere few ; 
papc1·s " .. ere scarce; and periodicals "·ere almost unkuo\\--11 in 
man:v places on the frontiers. 

Sevier mentions in l1is diar,v "attendin~ 1neeting'' in 17!l-1 
and "hearin~ l\Ir. Doak" preach. and speaks later of taking 
connnnnion. Doak and Balch offieinting. In 1808 he t)ntered 
in hi~ diary: .. 

. . 

. . Self. Mrs. Sevier and Betsy ,vent to hear :Mr. Edge preach at :Mr. 
Reagun'!3. Mr. Edge is to preach again in six weeks, the eighth of 
July. I give the minister one dollar. 

Evidently ~Ir. Edge ,yas one of the "itinerant preachers'· 
to "~horn l\Iichaux referred. and he ""as to make KnoxYillP 
again "in six ,veeks." rl'he ,one dollar ,yas good pay in those 
<la~·~. }1n<l thP. "pyp1•~· 1ne1nhPr f•anYass· .. plan \\·a~ nnkno\\·11. 

• 1:•Diary of \\". L Bruwn. January I.?. 1~t•5. Ft'bruary t.!, 1812. 

t~"'See page I 49. 
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People gave voluntarily, occasionally money, but more often 
produce, eatables, cloth aud such things. Hospitality has al
"·ays been a co1nn1011 thing on the frontiers, but a preacher, or 
"exhorter," ""'as doubly "·elcon1e ut 1nost any house at which 
be stopped. 

Roosevelt, paying his tl'ibute to the pioneer preacher, says: 
"'Dhe whole West owes an immense debt to the hard-working fron

tier preachers, sometimes Presbyterian, generally Methodist or Bap
tist, who so gladly gave their lives to their labors and who struggled 
with such fiery zeal for the moral well-being of the communities to 
which they penetrated. Wherever there was a group of log cabins 
thither some Methodist circuit rider made his way or there some Bap~ 
tist preacher took up his abode. . . . As a rule the preacher who 
did most was a stalwart man, as strong in body as in. faith. One of 
the continually recurring incidents in the biographies of the famous 
frontier preachers is that of some particularly hardened sinner who 
was never converted until, tempted to assault the preacher of the 
Word, he was soundly thrashed by the latter, and his eyes thereby 
rudely opened through his sense of physical shortcomings to an ap
preciation of his moral iniquity. 

PRESBYTERIANS. 

It is generally conceded that the Presbyterians ,vere the 
first preachers in the territory that is no,v Tennessee.422 Hon
orable C. W. Heiskell, in an address at the Nash ville ~nten
nial, said: 

"In 1770, the van of Presbyterian immigration from Pennsylvania, 
l\laryland, Virginia and the Carolinas entered this State. It occu
pied the right bank of the Holston in the present counties of Sullivan 
and Hawkins. The Reverend Charles Cummings and Reverend Jos
eph Rhea were the first Presbyterian ministers, and so far as I can 
find, the first ministers of Christ ,vho preached in the State. In 1776 
they accompanied Colonel Christian as chaplains into the Cherokee 
country south of the Little River. . . . As early as 1790 a cordon 
of Presbyterians stretched from Watauga to Nashville, and by 1797 
there were twenty-five Presbyterian congregations in Tennessee."c:i 

The Reverend Charles Cun1mings, referred to, came down 
to ,,rolfs · Hilh,,-lat.er .A.bingdon, Virginia,-about 1772, and 
from there he served tl1e small settlements on tl1e Holston and 
"\Vatauga in " .. hat is now· Tennessee. . 

Samuel Doak. how·ever, is the pioneer preacher who is gen
erally ghren credit for founding one of the first churches and 
the first institution of learning west of the 1\ppalachians. He 
graduated fron1 Princeton in 1775, in tl1e same class with Heze
kiah Balch and Thon1as Crail!head, and came down to Jones• 
boro ahout 1778. Roo~evelt says: 

"He walked through l\Iaryland and Virginia, driving before him 
an old "flea-bitten grey" horse, loaded with a sackful of books; 

mRoosevelt, \Vinning of the \Vest, \'ol. I\*., pp. z50-25 r. 
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crossed the Alle._e:hanies, and came down along bla2!:ed trails to the 
Holston settlements." 

A1no11g the books wel'c six heavy volumes, about twelve by 
eighteen incbeH, hound in calf-skin. They "·ere commentaries 
of the Bible and \\·ere secured by him ,vhile at Princeton Uni
\'ersity. They are to-da:v in the possession of Mrs. Robert Doak 
in Nashville. 

He built a log church and began preaching, establishing 
also a school, ""hich the legislature of North Carolina char
tered in 178H, call in~ it l\Iartiu .. Academy. The church he 
namc->d Salem, and fron1 that day there has been a Presbyterian 
congregation meeting house on the spot, the present building 
being of brick and ha,·in~ been built "ith funds given by llrs. 
Cyrus Hall McCor111ick, the "~ife of the invento1• of the reaper . 

. A.bingdon Presbytery . ,vas formed in 1785, and is remem
bered for the great pioneer preachers that belonged to it,
Doak. Balch, Carl'ick, Cun1mings, Craighead, Blackburn, Jos
eph Lake and David Rice "'"ere all members. Transylvania 
Presbytery was formed from it a year or two later, as the set
tlements "idened. Heiskell says that Doak preached also at 
the upper Concortl and Hope"·ell Churches, in what is now· 
Sullivan County, for t"·o years, beginning in 1778, but he does 
not say ,vho established these churches. He says again tbat 
the Ne,v Bethel Church, founded in the forks of the Holston 
and \Vatagua rivers in 1782, ,vaR, as far as he could find out, 
the first church established ,vithin the bounds of "fennessee, 
with the exception of a Baptist Church erected on Buffalo 
Ridge in 1779. If Doak preached to tw·o congregations in 1778, 
and established Salen1 about the same time, the date given for 
Bethel· (1782), if it ,ltas the second in the State, is clearly 

· wrong. Rev. W. S. Doak, grandson of Samuel Doak, in preach. 
ing the dedication of New ~fount Bethel Presbyterian Church, 
near Greeneville, in 1852, n1a.de the statement that the original 
Mount Bethel Church near Greeneville "'"as dedicated bet"·een 
1780 and 1785 (the traditional date is 1782) and that three 
ruling elders ""ere elected and ordained, .A.nthouy lioore, llajor 
Temple and Joseph Hardin.42

.i After 1783 tl1e men of ... .\.hing
don Presbytery spread up and down the East Tennessee Val
ley and across the plateau to the Cumberland district. In 
that year Rev. Samuel Houston came, preaching at Providence 
Church in Greene County. .A.bout 1785 Hezekiah Balch came. 
locating at G1·eeneville; and tl1e next year John Crosson began 
preaching at N e,v Bethel. In 1789 Samuel Carrick was 
preaching a.t the confluence of the French Broad and Holston, 

CGarrett & Goodpasture, History of Tennessee, p. 155. 
Roosevelt, Winning of the West, Vol. II., p. 2z.::?. 
t:3C. \V. Heiskell, Pioneer Presbyterianism in Tennessee, pp. 17-z1. 
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\\"here Knoxville 110,v stands, and ,ve kno,v that he organized 
a church there soon after that time. His school was also 
founded about 1792-i.!!::. 

Gideon Blackburn is said tu have founded Ne,v Providente 
Church at ~Iaryville, Blount County, in 1786. The records of 
the J>resbyterian General Assembly bear this out: 

"A rifle .as well as Bible were carried by the pastor. Dr. Blackburn 
is said to have been "equipped for double warfare as with Bible and 
hymn-book, knapsack and rifle, he set out with a company of soldiers 
to defend a fort at the place where Maryville no,v stands, which was 
threatened by the Indians. Here he fixed his headquarters, and hav
ing first erected a log house for a dwelling and afterwards another 
for public ,vorship, he made constant tours with the soldiers, going 
from fort to fort, preaching to the soldiers and to the scattered groups 
of early settlers. On these occasions he associated on familiar terms 
,vith the soldiers and people, dilig-ently instructing them both in the 
truths of the Bible as he could find opportunity, and his labors among 
them were very acceptable and greatly blessed. Both he and his 
hearers came to the places of preaching armed ,vith rifles and ready 
for any sudden attack of the savages." 

Maj. ,v. A. Mc Teer, elder in the Providence Church, ,vho has pre
pared an interesting history of it says: 

''Tradition, coming do,vn from previous generations, also gives 
the date of organization as 1786. In 1886 Eusebia held a home
coming, at ·which there were five octogenarians who were brought 
up under the gospel as preached in that church, all bright and intelli
gent old men, and they agreed that the church was founded in 1786. 

Tl)e Providence Church ,vas located near Fort Craig, where Euse-
1,;a was located twelve mile~ to the east. near 1\1:cTeer's Fort, and in 
the general line of the Indian war trail."~0 

Dr. Blackburn ""ent to ~fiddle Tennessee, locating at 
Franklin, in Williamson County. in 1811, and preaching there 
and at Nashville once each n1onth. In 1814 he organized the 
First Presbyterian Church at Nashville, ,vith six "romen and 
one man as charter members. taking as a basis the ,vork al
reacl~· done b.v the Re,·erend ,vnlia1n Hume, ,vho, coming di· 
rect a~ a missionary to Tennessee from Edinburgh, had reached 
tl1at city in 1801 and ha<l herome "pastor of a small circle of 
cccotcl c- d " 4 ~7 
~ .. 1 .,ece ers. _ 

(Hdcon Blackbnrn ,vas often called "The Chrysostom of the 
nioneer p~1lpit." He pos~ef,;sed not only the fire and energy_ of 
his grPat teacher, Saniuel Doak, hut w'ith it a spirit of kindli· 
n·e8s and s:rmpath~.,.· ge·nrrall)· foreign to the pioneer preachers·. 
He. like Hnme. "~a8 a close personal friend of Andrew Jack
son. "·ho said that hp ,vas onP of the "n1ost eloquent men" he 

4:•The sermon in the original mantt!-cript is in the hands of 1\frs. Robert Doak of 
Nashville. 

-1:.;sec.· pag~ 
• 21•Nash\·ille Danner, October 11, 1().22. , 
1::.\v. E. TI1.•ard, History of Nash~·iltc First Pre&byterian Church, p. 48 .... 
,::-.(;iltnMe .. \ch·;rnce-(;uar,l 0f \\'e~t~rn Cidlization_. r: 33i.• • .•. 
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bad ever heard prtiach in his life.4
:!s He ,vas also the pastor of 

and very dear to .. J aclu~on's ,vife. 
Dr. l\IcNeily, "·riting about Blackburn, says: 
"In his preaching tours and travels he was often escorted by In

dians. He organized churches. evangelized Indians, established 
schools. He came to l\'liddle Tennessee and had charge of the Har
peth Academy at Franklin for twelve years. On Friday afternoons 
he would ricie twenty miles to one of his five preaching points, ad
minister communion, preach five or six tin1es and be back at his 
class-roon1 on :Monday. On one occasion three thousand people ,vere 
present and forty-five ,vere taken into the church."._"9 

Rev. Hume, Blackburn's forerunner in :Xashville, also be
came a firm friend of .A1Hl1·ew· .. Jackson and later defended him 
in a letter to the London "Christian Observer." His church 
was one of the earliest in :X ash ville, and in 1818 he, ,vith his 
flock, joined the church fcnnHlPd h~" Gideon Blackburn. His 
descendants have been 1ue1nbers and offi~erR in that church in 
nn unbroken line to the 1n·eReut day. 

llention has already been 1nade of Thomas Craighead, wl10 
DaYidson Academy. ,,r1ien Craighead preached in Nashvil_le 
-bet,veen 1780 and 178:i and established a n1eeting house and 
school, w·hich the lcgi~lature of :.Korth Carolina chartered as 
David~on Academy. \Vhen Craighead preached in Nashville 
he used the court-house~ ,vhich ,, .. ould be filled~ even to the 
doors and w'indo,vs. 

:\1 ETHODISTS. 

The l\lethodists soon follo,Yed the Presbvterians into Ten-., 
nessee. "One of the traveling preachers reached the Holston 
in 1783, and in 1787 u llethodiRt 1nissionarJ "·as assigned to 
the Cnn1berland region.'' 4 :w Price says that a class was or
ganized in Sullivan Coun(Y about 1785~ near the place ,vhere 
Blountsville is located, and a house built, ,vhich ,vas prohably 
the first liethodist church erected in the State. It ,vas called 
A.cuff's Chapel, and the pulpit "~as often filled by Rev. Francis 
Asbury. The society ,vas compo~ccl chiefly of emigrants from 
Yirgiuia, an1ong ,yho1n ,Yere the .Acnffs, Han1iltons, V"incents 
and Crafts. ....i\nother church ,vas established at :Kel~ons, near 
the present site of .Johnson City in "rashington County, the 
second l\Iethodist Church in the Holston dh.:;trict of ,vhich ,ve 
have any record. .A. third ,vas organized in Greene County in 
1792 and "·as called \ran Pelts Chapel.431 

l\IcFerrin says that .Jeremiah Lambert ,yas appointed to 
the IIolston circuit in )lay. 1783, and "at the end of his year 
returned sixty members." In 1785 R-ichard Swift and l\Iichael 

4:-9J ames :\fcN eilly, History ,:,f First Presbyterian Church, pp. 7 4-76. 
4

:-.,
1A. II. Noll, History of Tennessee Diocese, p. z3. 

t~I P • Tr ) ":\f } d" ,• 1 J • . rice, 10 ston "' et 10 ism, · o . ., p. 13:,. 
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Gilbert ,vere appointed to the Holston circuit, and the mem. 
bership rapidly gre,v. 'l'he next year t,vo hundred and fiftv 
members ,vere returned, and a ne,v circuit, the Nolichuck,: 
,vas formed. "In 1787 Benjamin Ogden passed the ,vnderne;~ 
from Kentucky and began to preach in the Cumberland coun
try. At the end of his years labors he reported sixty-three 
members, four of ,Yho1n "~e1·e colored persons."4

~:.: 

t'at·r n1entions ()gdcn, Ila"~, lla.~sie, \\"illia1nson, Lee, :\lc
Henry ant.I O'Cull as being other pioneers ,vho first labored 
in and near Nashville. Ile describes the first ~Iethodist church 
in Nashville, built in 1789 or 1790, as being a stone building 
located in what is no,v the city square. There ,vas another 
Methodist church four miles north of X ash ville on the opposite 
side of the river. 

The first Assembly at I{noxville, in 1796, passed the follow
ing act to protect the lietho(li~ts in their property rights at 
Nashville: 

Whereas the religious society called the Methodist have erected a 
meeting house on the public square, in Nash ville, and ought to have 
the use thereof secured to them. 

Be it enacted, that the trustees of the town aforesaid shall, and 
they are hereby authorized to execute a deed to five persons, such 
as the said society shaH appoint, for the land whereon the said house 
stands, to include twenty feet on each side and end of said house, 
which shall vest in the said appointees of the said society, a title to, 
and for the use, and with the express lin1itations follo,ving, viz.: Said 
1neeting house shall be and remain to the use of the said society, so 
far only as to give a right to their ministers to preach therein; but 
shall not extend to authorize them to debar or deny to any other 
denomination of Christians the liberty of preaching therein, unless 
when immediately occupied by the said society; nor shall the said 
appointees have power to alien their title to the same to any person 
or persons .whatsoever, except t~ the trustees of Nashville, to and 
for the use of said to,vn. 

10. Be it eqacted, that the trustees of Nashville shall have 
po,ver to lay off and appoint suitabl~ places on said public square 
for any religious sect, to erect a house or houses of public worship 
on under the same rules- and restrictions that arc above described 
for the society af oresaid.4:-.;: 

\Vhilc the diffe1·cnt sects and denominations could not agree 
among themselves as to points of doctrine, it is evident that 
there ,vere enough members of different denominations in the 
General Assembly to secure 1·ights to all in regard to prop
erty. 

Colyar gives an a1nusing incident of Peter Cartw·right, a 
great pioneer l\Iethodist preacher, ,vho attended a liethodist 
conference at Nashville in the eat·Ir days. The Bishop ~aid~ 

•H!:\fcFcrrin. History of ::\fcthodism in Tcnnc'-:-ee, p. 28. 
t::3 .t\cts of Fir~t General ~\ssemhly, .April ~3. 1j96, Sec. 9, Chap. 29. 
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'-:Xow·, Cart,vright, I "·aut you to be just as polite as possible~ 
and respectful to those Presbyterians as you can. Don~t say 
anything about doctrine and don't Sa)· anything that "rill be 
unpleasant, but just go along and be a decent man." Cart
wriµ:ht said, "'\Vell, sir, ~"ou·Ye sent me to preach to them Pres
byterians, and I am going to preach my o"·n sermon, and I 
tell yon that I "·ill µ:in~ tlw1n Presbytel'iaus son1ething on thP 
da1nnation of infnnh~ ( a part of thPir doctrine) "·hich tht>y 
will remember.''434 

'fhe number of l\'Ietho•li~t n1e1nbers in 1792 is given h~'." :\Ie
Ferrin as follows: 

Holston ......................... . 
Greene ......................... . 
Russell ......................... . 
Cumber land ..................... . 

Total ........................... . 
Holston circuit ................... . 
Powell's Valley ........... -....... . 
N olichucky circuit ................ . 
French Broad circuit ............. . 
Clinch circuit .................... . 
Nashville circuit ..... · ............ . 
Red River ....................... . 

Total 

In 1804: 

214 whites, 
266 whites, 
115 whites, 
370 ,vhites, 

13 colored, 
8 colored, 
2 colored, 

57 colored, 

925 whites, 80 colored, 
780 whites, 52 colored, 

70 whites, 
636 whites, 31 colored, 
648 whites, 14 colored, 
500 whites, 53 colored, 
637 whites, 87 colored. 
289 whites, 11 colored·, 

3560 whites, 248. colored . .:i~ 

The figures for· the "·hole ,vestern conference, incl 1u.liug 
Kentucky, amount to more than seven thousand, fh•e hundred 
souls, sho\\ing clearly ho"r faithfully and zealously the )Ieth
odist pioneer preachers must have labored. 

BAPTISTS. 

The Baptist pioneer preachers w·ere at ":--ork in low·er Vir
ginia and upper East Tennessee about the same time that the 
Presbyterians and l\lethodists "rere. .J .. J. Burnett includes 
Daniel Boone in his book of pioneer Baptists, though he ad
mits that Boone "~as a Baptist only in principle.-w·hat prin
ciple, he doeRn't say,-and ""·as never identified ,vith the 
Baptists." Hh; brother, ho"·ever, Squire Boone, "·as a notrd 
Baptist preacher in Kentucky. He mentions the forn1ing of 
the Holston .A.ssociation in October, 1786, at the Cherokee 
meeting house in ,vashington County, five miles below Jones
boro. There were seYen churches~ extending from the north 
fork of the Hoh;ton Rive1· to the lower French Broad ( no"· 
Dandrid~e). The Rev. Tidence Lane "ras 1noderator and ,vn
lian1 ~fnrphy "~as elrrk of the .Association. One of the minis-

t:ucotyar, Life and Times of .\ndrcw Jackson, Vol. I., p. 100. 

◄::··?\fcFerrin, History of ~fcthorlism in Tennessee, pp. 8i, 5~3. 
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ters "~as preaching in southern ,iirginia before the Declaration 
of Independence. .Jonathan ~lulkey and Isaac Barton had 
established the French Broad Church a short time before, ",ith 
twelve constituent 1ue1nbers. '1.'he old records sho,v that in 
this chul'ch a brother "·as "tnkeu under dealings for his mak
ing a shooting match'' antl exconununicated; and another "for 
drinking too 1uuch liquor," and a sister for "speaking disre
spectfully of a Ri~tPr 1nen1ber of the church, contradicting her 
own \\·ords and rpfusiug to hear the church. ,,..::u 

Ilurnett says that the first church in the State ,vas a Bap
tist one, establishetl on Buffalo Ridge in 1779, and Heiskell 
makes the san1e state1nent. Jiale and ~Ierritt give the names 
of seven BaptiRt ntlnistPrH "·ho eame into East Tennessee from 
\"irginia during 1780. They give Tidence Lane, "·ho came from 
North Carolina about the 8an1e time, credit for being the 
"ea1·liest 1ninister in the State to preach regularly to a Tennes
see congregatou.4

::, The Goodspeed llistol~y sa)·s that there 
,vere six Tennessee BaptiRt Churdies in 1781, holding relations 
,vith an association in Xorth Carolina, and ten years later 
there " .. as in the lower pnrt of ,rirginia and upper Tennessee 
a membership of ahnost- nine hundred 1nembc1·s, and in 1800 
there ,vere thirtv-seven ehnrehes an<l t\\·o thousand. fh·e hnn• . , 

dred members. -1::s 

Re-v. Robert Sc1nple, an early niiuister in Virginia, \\Tit

ing in 1810, places the Ilaptist Church established on the north 
fork of the Holston in 1783 as the fil'st, and gives the name of 
John Frost as the founder. He points to the fact that the 
Holston ... --\.ssociation had eighteen churches in 1791 and 
tw·enty-five in 1807,-fifteen in Tennessee and ten in Vir• 
ginia,-. "·ith an aYerage memhership to each church of about 
sixty-five. 4 :.rn 

The first Baptists in l\Iiddle Tennessee located on the Sul
phur Fork of Red River. They "·ere organized in 1786 by 
Joseph Gram1ner. ,A .. 1neeting house ,vas built in 1790 
or 1791. Soon after this nnother "·as built on l\iill Creek, four 
miles i-;onth of Nashville, and a third on Richland Creek, six 
miles "·est of Na~hville. In 1803 the Cun1berland .Associa
tion ,vas forinrd.4-1° 

OTHER ngxo:\IINATIOXS. 

The thrPe denominations mentioned ".,.ere the earliest on 
~he ground and prepared the "~ay for the Great Revival of 

43'J. J. Burnett, Sketches of Tennessee's Pioneer Baptist Preachers, pp. 63, 559-56;;. 
4:1~Halc and ~lcrritt, History of Tennessee, Vol. I., p. 2:?3. 
438Goodspeed, History of Tennessee, p. 687. 
4::oRobcrt Semple, History of Rapti.,ts in Virginia, p. 275. 
140.Arncrican Historical ).[agazinc, Vol. V., 1900, p. 318. 
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1800. \Vhile preachers of other faiths can1e in and expressed 
their vie,Ys and defended their doctrines, very little heed ,vas 
paid to the1n till much later. )lost of the settlers "·ere Scotch
lrish, Calvinistic, and therefore against Rornanism and .... .\ngli
canhnn. They ,vere conser,·ative b.r nature and position. TheJ 
might listen to strange doctrine, but fe"· ,vere ready to adopt 
a religion different f'ro111 that ,Yhich their fathers had ac
cepted. 

This notice, however, taken from the "Im1lartial Revie,v'' 
of Nashville, dated July 14, 1808, "·ill suffice to show· that 
others tried to get a follo,ving: 

At the request of so1ne good characters, Doctor Cavender, the 
Unitarian, will preach on Sunday 24th, inst., at Nichol's Ferry, to 
begin at twelve o'clock, where he intends to detect errors and expose 
hypocrisy, by advancing. stubborn facts, and with scripture and 
reason as his guide, he hopes to succeed in reconciling men to truth 
in preference to error. 

'l'llE GU.EA'£ RE\"IY.U .... 

The Gi-eat l{erh·al, a testin1011y to the efficiency of the 
pioneer preachers and tl1e 1·eligions attitude of the settlers, 
reall~· started in l{entncky. It "·as not planned or premedi
tated. James l\IcGready can1e fro1n :North Carolina to Logan 
County, I{entncky, in 179G, preaching at the Red River and 
GaKper Rh·er churches. ,Yillian1 and John ~IcGee. from the 
samf' state', ean1e to 'l'enue8s<1e about the same time, the former 
reaehing Sumner County in 179-! and the latter moving to 
S1nith County in 1798. The )fcGee brothers visited ~Ic
Gready and they joined fo1·ces. The 1·esult "·as a great Rpir
itual a,vakeniug. People came great distances, bringing pro
Yisions and prepared to rc1nain for "·eeks. Ont of this meet
ing grew· the annual can1p-1ncetings that follo,Yed, "·hen thou
~ands of people gathered an<l united in religious frenz~", dw·ell
ing for seYeral days near some large spring on a good camping 
~round. an<l RpetHling the ti1ne in singing, ,isitin~~ listPning 
to the 1n•paehi11~ an,l exhortation~. ancl praying for antl pleatl
ing "·ith the nnconrert<1,l. )Ic Ft11-rin give~ u~ the daily pro
g-r:un fro1n thr trnn1pct enlJ at darli~ht to the last p1·a~·er
meeting "·ith the penitents in the late evening. One of the 
~dngnlar characteriR.ties of the revival "·as the emotional ex
c·itement experiencrd by thoHe brought under conviction by 
the strong eloqnencc of the fiery preachers. ·violent physica 1 
Pxereises, such as leaping, dancing-. jerking the head side""a)·s 
and hack,vard,-called the "jerks:·-accompanied by singing~ 
~honting- ftn<l lon,l expostulations. ,Yere indulged in by a 
g-rPatPr part of the li~trner~. till the~· "·ould fall fron1 <1xhau~-

Coodspeed, History of Tennessee, p. 688. 
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tiou aud lie in large numbers on the floor. ".rhese manifesta
tions attracted much attention ove1· the ,vhole country and 
spread the fame of the revival. McFerrin says the revival 
served "to bind the hearts of all of the pioneer Christians in 
unity. l\'Iethodists and Presbyterians, especially, labored to
gether "ith harmony and s\\·eet concord and as brethren in 
Christ; had one end and one aim, God's glory and man's salva
tion."441 

,,
1e have been follo"ing the gro,vth and development of 

the social and economio life of the people of Tennessee from 
the earliest beginnings in the northeastern part of the State 
to the extension of the settlements as far west as the Tennes
see River, as it flo,vs nortlnvard across the State. The period 
covered begins ahont the time of the opening of the War of 
the _..\.mericnn l{evolntion, and extends to tl1e close of the War 
of 1812. · 

T\\·o or 1 hreP thiugs 8tand out very clearly. One is the 
ready ability that the A1nerican pioneer had to adapt himself 
to a ue"~ enYirou1nent. His inventive genius enabled him to 
build his home _and furnish it; his faculty for organzation led 

· I1in1 to Pstablish a government and to live under it; and his 
desire for cultu1·e induced him to found schools and educate 
his posterity. 

Another thing that is sti:iking is the short space of time 
in w·hich the rugged frontier, "ith its occasional stations and 
block-houses, gaYe place to an organized State, "'ith its cap
ital at Knoxville and its tw-o legislative houses meeting iu 
regular session~. In less than t,venty years afte1· the early 
"Long Hunters" prowled throuµ;h the forests along the banks 
of the Holston and French Broad, and forced their way 
through the cane-brakes on the Cumberland, Tennessee had 
hecon1e a State and had taken her place among the other 
States of the ne,v Union. 

Aud again, the rapid development of the institutions of 
the State, their moderateness and stability, guaranteed the per-
1nanent securing- of the great \iVest to the new· Federal Govern-
1nent. Tennessee ,vas the opening W'"ed~e to the great South
" .. est. He1~ settlement doomed to failure the attempts of 
Spain and France to colonize the 1\1:ississippi Valley. Her in
stitutions, breathing the free air of the \iVest and being filled 
,vith the 8pirit of "hackw·oods democracy," found their expres
sion in one of her own sons, 1\ndre,v Jackson, who typified 
the strong, vh·ile clements of the new .. lands ,vhich he had 
helpecl to cultivate. .And " .. ho can measure the effect on our 
g·1·o"·i11g- untion of the~e strong influences of the West? 

H•~TcFcrrin, History of :\Jcthodism in Tcnne!-sec, Vol. J., pp. 3.38. 35:?. 
';arrctt & 1inndpa"-tt1l'c. J fo;t0ry of Tcnncs!-cc. p. r s8. 
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.APPENDIX I. 

BillLIOGR.-:\.PHY 

A. 
MANUSCRIPTS AND LETTERS. 

Diary of John Sevie1·. Detailed personal diary of Sevier from 
1790 to 1815. Published in Heiskell's '"Andrew Jackson and Early 
Tennessee History ,11 Vol. II., and ··Tennessee Historical Magazine;' 
Vol. XIX. The notes by Alllson, Doak and De\Vitt in the latter are 
clear and accurate. 
1• Diary_ of: lV. L. Broic11. Personal diary of Judge W. L. Brown of 
Tennessee when a boy. He was a son of Dr. Morgan Brown, who 
founded Palmyra in 1796. The diary covers the period from the 
beginning of the century till after the ¥iar of 1812. It was published 
by the "Leaf Chronicle" of Clarksville, October 5-26, 1916. A copy 
is in possession of Vanderbilt University. 

Doak's Sermon. Original sermon of W. S. Doak, grandson of 
Samuel Doak, preached in 1852 at the dedication of a new Mt. Bethel 
church in Greene County, and containing facts of the early l\'It. Bethel 
church. Now in possession of Mrs. Robert Doak, of Nashville. 

Donelson's A1·ithmetic. An interesting old canvas-bound, home
made artihmetic, in the State archives at Nashville, made about 
1775 or 1780, probably in Virginia, and used by the Donelson children 
in Tennessee. 

Jl,farshall, "Ea1·ly H-isto·ry of Tennessee." A collection of news
paper clippings, chronologically arranged, in the possession of the 
State Library at Nashville. By Park 1\larshall, of Franklin, Tennes
see, a close student of Middle Tennessee history. 

Robertson's Lette1·s. The personal and political correspondence re
ceived by General James Robertson, of Nash ville, from Sevier, Blount, 
the Indians, the Federal Government and various individuals. The 
original letters, dated from about 1796 to 1812, are in the possession 
of the George Peabody College Library. They are published in the 
'' American Historical Magazine," Vol. I., 1896. 

Sevier's Letters. A fine collection; the private and public corre
spondence of John Sevier before and after he became governor of 
the State. Filed in the State archives at Nashville. · 

Shelby's Papers. Isaac · Shelby's "Early Times in Tennessee." 
Copies made from the Draper MSS., llDD, 82, in Madison, Wiscon
sin. The letters are from prominent men giving details of Indian 
troubles and personal reminiscences of early settlen1ents on the upper 
Holston and in Powell's Valley. 

Tennessee Histo1·ical Collection. A wealth of manuscripts, letters, 
documents and unpublished ,vritings. Catalogued and preserved 
temporarily at Vanderbilt lJniversity. Here are many original let
ters of General Winchester, Andre,v Jackson, James Robertson, John 
Sevier and others, besides much material of later date. 
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B. 
DOCUMENTARY MATERIAL. 

American State Papers, 1794-1815. Public Documents, Vols. 2-9. 
Caruthers & Nickolson. Statutes of Tennessee, 1836. 800 pages 

with Index. A compilation of the old statutes of North Carolina and 
Tennessee which were in force in 1836. · 

,Copies of the Acts of the General Assembly of North Carolina of 
February 15, 1790. Court-house records, Jonesboro, Tennessee. 

Enactments of lVashington County Court, 1788, Jonesboro, Ten
nessee. 

Jo,urnal of the Proceedings of the Legislative Council of the Ter
ritory of the United States South of 1the River Ohio. Printed in 
Knoxville, 1794; Nash ville, 1852. Contains Constitution of January, 
1796, the one of 1834 and the present one of 1870. State Library at 
Nashville. 

Land, Grants of North Carolina. Tennessee State Land Office .. 
Niles Weekly Register. Vols. 1-15, 1811-1819. Contains political, 

historical, geographical, statistical and biographical documents and 
facts. Published at Baltimore. Information of early United States 
Government. 

Originl Acts of tke General Assernbly of Tennessee, 1796-1803. 
Original Tax Returns of the different Counties of Tennessee, 1796-

1820. State Archives. 
Original Warrants for Land. State Archives. 
Proclaniations of the Early Governors of Tennessee. 1796-1820. 

State Archives. 
The Reso'u.rces of Tennessee. Published quarterly by the State 

Geological Survey and d~voted to making known the natural resources 
of the State. Vol. I. published in 1911. 

,Edwarrd Scott, Laws of Tennessee, including those of North Caro
lina in force in the State from 1715 to 1820, inclusive. Published by 
Heiskell & Brown, Knoxville, 1821. T,vo Volumes. More than 2100 
pages. 

State Records of North Carolina, Vol. XXIV., Chap. XLIV., p. 535. 
United States Department of Agricult1l're, Bulletin Q, 1906. 
United States Department of Agrfoultu1·e, Bulletin. Weather re

ports covering climate of Tennessee. 
Henry D. lVhitney, Land Laws of Tennessee, 1891. 1100 pages. 

Three parts in one volume. A compilation and digest of the laws of 
the State and early acts of North Carolina relative to land cessions. 
Based on Haywood & Cobb's compilation of 1831. 

C. 
SPECIAL WORKS AND ARTICLES. 

John Allison, "Dropped Stitches in Tennessee History," 1897. 150 
pages. A few sketches, centering about Andrew Jackson, of pioneer 
days in Washington County, Tennessee, in the last part of the 
eighteenth century. Judge Allison was raised in Jonesboro and got 
most of his information from old settlers and old court records. 

Francis Baily, "Journal of a Tour in Unsettled Parts of North 
America, 1796 and 1797.'' Published in London in 1856. An inter-
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esting account by an Englishman of his tour in America. Descrip
tions of New York and a voyage in an open boat from Pittsburg to 
New Orleans down the Ohio and Mississippi, a return by land through 
the forest to Natchez, from thence to Nash ville and from thence to 
Knoxville. 

J. J. Burnett, ''Sketches of Tennessee's Pioneer Baptist Preach
ers," 1919. Vol. I., 560 pages. Vol. II. not yet published. A history 
of Baptist beginnings in the several Associations in the State. Con
tains photographic illustrations and Appendix of curious documents. 

Joskua W. Caldwell, "Sketches of the Bench and Bar of Tennes
see," 1898. Short biographies of the leading lawyers and judges of 
the State during the nineteenth century. It has a chapter on the early 
Watauga and Cumberland lawyers. 

Jokn Car1·, "Early Times in Middle Tennessee." Published in 
1857. A series of sketches by John Carr, a pioneer of the West, who 
wrote from memory late in life. The sketches were published first 
in the Nash ville "Christian Advocate." 

J. F. H. Claiborne, "Mississippi as a Province, Territory and 
State," 1380. 545 pages. Especially good in its treatment of the 
Indians and early settlements. Appendix contains history of Natchez 
and Vicksburg. 

David Crockett, ''Narrative" of his life, 1834. 211 pages. A 
unique account of his boyhood days in East Tennessee and his later 
life in the western part of the State. Written by himself in the back
woods vernacular. 

Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, 1757. 
"First P,resbyterian Church of Nashville," 1915. 226 pages. A 

collection of sketches and addresses dealing with the work and history 
of the First Presbyterian Church, and given in honor of its hundred 
years of service. 

James R. Gilmm·e (Edmund Kirke), "The Rear-Guard of the 
Revolution," 1887. The story of the trans-Alleghany settlements dur
ing the Revolutionary War. Material gathered froTll old settlers, 
secondary sources, and verified. Contains a good chapter on the 
battle of King's Mountain. 

Jainies R. Gilnw1·e, "The Advance-Guard of Western Civiliz .tion," 
1888. A fuller account of the lives of the people discussed in "The 
Rear-Guard of the Revolution," ·with the emphasis in this volume on 
the influence of the pioneers on the opening of the West. 

J.C. Guild, "Old Times in Tennessee." Published in 1878 at Nash
ville. A series of articles from the personal recollections of J udJ?P 
-Guild. Written from ~emory, not f()J" historical purposes. Not to 
be taken as literal history. · 

Harper's Atlqs of American History, 1920. 180 pages. Selected 
from the ''American Nation Series," with map studies by D. R. Fox. 

C. W. Heiskell, "Pioneer Presbyterianism in Tennessee." Pub
lished· in 1898 with four other addresses which ,vere delivered on 
Presbyterian Day at the Nashville Centennial celebration in 1897. 
About as accurate as most addresses. Statements should be verified. 
· · Archibald Hende1·son, "The Conquest of the Old South,vest,'' 1920. 

362 pages. T.he romantic story of the early pioneers in Virginia, 
the Carolinas, Tennessee and Kentucky, 1740-1790. The book centers 
in the experiences of Richard Henderson and the Transylvania 
Company. 
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Gilbe'rt Imlay, "Topographical Description of the Western Terri
tory of North America." Published in London in 1797. By Gilbert -
Imlay, a captain in the American army during the Revolutionary 
War. Based on inform~tion taken fron1 a series of letters written to 
him from the early Kentucky scttlen~cnts. The book contains a good 
chapter on Tennessee in 1796. 

Janies H. lllalone, ''The Chickasaw Nation," 1922. 525 pages. A 
short sketch of the Chickasaw Indians, their origin, their manners 
and customs, and their relations with the ,vhites. Contains thirteen 
illustrations and a complete bibliography. 

Enstin lJ!lorris, "Tennessee Gazetteer," 1834. A topographical 
dictionary containing a description of the counties, main towns and 
villages, rivers, creeks, mountains and postoffices in Tennessee in 
1834. with a general description of the State. 1\1any of the descrip
tions are based on HaY\vood's History. 

T/wnias V'alenl'i11e Par/cm·, Ph.D., "The Cherokee Indians," 1907. 
116 pages. A few sketches of the Cherokees with special reference 
to their relations to the United States Government. 

1'/zeodore Roosei·elt, "'Vinning of the West," 5 Vols., 1889. Stand
ard Library Edition. A scholarly and accurate treatment of the 
opening of the near ,vest. 

Jarnes M. Safford, Ph.D., "Geology of Tennessee," 1869. An o:d 
work covering twenty years of effort, six of which were spent under 
the authority of the State, and ten thousand miles of travel. For 
thirty years the standard Geology of the State. 

Constance L. Skinner, ''Pioneers of the Old Southwest," 1919, 285 
pages. Vol. XVIII. Chronicles of American Series. A group of 
sketches of such pioneers as Boone, Sevier, Shelby, Robertson and 
Henderson, and the part they played in the opening for settlement 
of Kentucky and Tennessee. 

JiV. Jerome D. Spence a11d Dcwid Spence, "A History of Hickman 
County, Tennessee." 1900. Contains son1e pioneer history based 
largely on oral tradition. 

Oli-ver Taylor, "Historic Sullivan," 1909. 330 pages. A history of 
Su]Jivan County, Tennessee, with twenty brief biographies of some of 
its leading men, and thirty-hvo illustrations. 

Frede'rick Jackson Tnrne1·, "The Frontier in A1nerican History," 
1921. A fine description of the leavening influence of the "American 
'\Vilderness" on American history. 

D. 

HISTORIES. 

Ge01·ge Banc1·ojt, ''History of the United States," 1837. Vols. I.~ 
VIII. An old standard History of the United St.ates. 

J. G. Cisco, "Historic Sumner County, Tennessee,'' 1909, with 
genealogies of the Bledsoe, Cage and Douglas families, and genealog
ical notes of other noted Sumner County families. An enlargement 
of a series of historical papers published in "The Nashville Amer
ican" in 1907. Based largely on family histories, traditions and oral 
interviews. 

TV. W. Clayton, "History of Davidson County, Tennessee,'' 1880. 
490 pages. A history of Nash ville with illustrations and biographical 
sketches of prominent men and pioneers of Davidson County. 
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A. S. Colyar, "Life and Times of Andrew Jackson," Two. Vols., 
1904. A history of Tennessee in as far as it touched the life of Jack
son. Colyar was intensely devoted to the General's memory, and per
haps allowed himself to be influenced by his enthusiasm. 

Lizzie P. Elliott, ''Early History of Nashville," 1911. A juvenile 
history of Nashville before Tennessee became a State. Maps and il
lustrations. Every child in Tennessee should have access to it. 

Hen-ry lV. Elson, "History of the United States," 1904. 911 ~ges. 
A rather elementary but interesting short history of the United 
States. Contains illuminative foot-notes and anecdotes. Frank con
cerning the slavery question. 

tV. R. Garrett a1id A. V. Goodpastm•e; "History of Ttnnessee, 1900. 
350 pages. One of the best of the school histories of Tennesse.e. · 

Goodspeed Publishing Co1npwny's History of Tennessee, 1886. 930 
pages. A full compilation of data in regard to Tennessee's develop
ment and resources. Contains the history of a few separate counties, 
illustrations and an original map of the State. 

Hale and Jltlerritt, "A History of Tennessee and Tennesseans,H 
Vols. 1.-Vl!I., 1913. An accurate and interesting reference history. 

John Haywood, "Civil and Political History of Tennessee," from 
its earliest settlements up to 1796. - The original edition was pub
lished in 1823. Judge HaY'vood preserved much of the early history 
of Tennessee before it became a State. Most.of the book is taken up 
with the Indian troubles and their bearing on the earliest settlen1ents. 

Sa1nul G. Heiskell, ''Andrew Jackson and Early Tennessee His
tory," Three Vols., 1920. Second Edition. A collection of letters, 
speeches, anecdotes and historical data, such as Sevier's diary and 
Blount's journal. 1\1:ore of a source-book than a history. 

John B. McFen·in, "History of Methodism," Five Vols., 1869. The 
best work on the activities of the early 1\1:ethodists in Tennessee: A 
complete history of the l\ilethodist Church in Tennessee till the close 
of the Civil War. The Appendix of Vol. III. contains statistics and 
lists of appointments till 1869. 

A rthitr Howard Noll, "History of the Diocese of Tennessee," 1899, 
226 pages. The author was historiographer of the Diocese of Ten
nessee and had access to much of the existing information regard
ing the early work of the Methodists in Tennessee. 

Jam,es Phelan, "History of Tennessee--The Making of a State," 
1889. A good history of the State before the Civil War. Contains a 
fine bibliog·raphy . 

. A. lV. Putnam,, "History of Middle Tennessee," or, The Life and 
Times of General James Robertson," 1859. Considerea by Roosevelt 
to be the standard history of Middle Tennessee. Putnam had access 
to n1uch original material. 

iJ. G. ll1
• Ramsey, ''Annals of Tennessee," 1860. An accurate his

tory of the early settlements and the development of the State from 
1769 to 1800. Like Haywood's work, upon which some of it is based, 
Ramsey's work is regarded as standard. 

Edward T. San.ford, "Blount College and the University of Ten
nessee," 1894. An historical address delivered before the Alumni Asso
ciation of the University of Tennessee at the celebration of the one 
hundredth anniversary of the University. Thorough and scholarly. 
120 pages. Appendix contains acts of legislature r~lative to Blount 
and East Tennessee Colleges. 

-6-
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He1u-y R. Schoolcraft, "Indian Tribes of the United States, 1853, 
Vols. 1.-VI. A large, monumental work by Schoolcraft, who was ap
pointed by the United States Government to collect and digest in
formation concerning the condition and prospects of the Indian tribes 
of the United States. Filled with drawings, illustrations, tables and 
statistics of Indian matters. 

Robert B. Semple, "A History of the Rise and Progress of the 
~aptists in Virginia," 1810. 4451 pages. An old work published in 
Richmond, based on old church records now lost and information se
cured first-hand from ministers and church officers long since dead. 
It has good biographies of the early Baptist preachers of Virginia. 

J.P. Young, "Standard History of Memphis," 1912. From a study 
of original sources by Judge Young. Most of the book deals with the 
city after the Civil War. 

E. 

NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS 

uThc Am.erican Histo·rical Magazine,'' Vol. I., January 1896; Vol. 
IX., 1904. Published quarterly at Nashville, Tennessee. A maga
zine devoted to keeping alive the history of Tennessee. 

"Im-partial Review," Vols. 1.-III. Published in Nashville, 1805. 
Volumes covering the years 1806-1808 are in the possession of the 
Tennessee Historical Society at Nash ville. 

· "Knoxville Gazette.". Published at Knoxville . November 5, 1791. 
Six volumes are in the possession of the Tennessee Historical Society 
at Nashville. 

"Nash.ville Banner." Articles of pioneers, such as John Buchanan 
Murrey, of Williamson County. 

"The Tennessee Historical Jl,Jagazine," Vol. I., 1915; Vol. VIII., 
1922. The successor of ''The American Historical Magazine," pub
lished by the Tennessee Historical Society. 
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A.l=>PENDIX II. 

A. 

BLOUNT'S CENSUS14
:: 

OF 
THE TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE RIVER OHIO. 

July 1, 1791. 

Eastern Section. · Cumberland. Total. 

36,043 
Whites Slaves 
. 25,584 3,417 7,042. 

B. 
CENSUS 

OF 
THE TERRITORY SOUTH OF THE RIVER OHIO. 

July 11, 1795. 

Free 
White Free 
Males White All 

16 Yrs. Males Free Other 
and Under White Free 
Up- 16 -Fe- Per-

Counties03 wards. Yrs. males. sons. 

Jefferson ....... 1,706 2,225 3,021 112 
Hawkins ........ 2,666 3,279 4,767 147 
Greene ......... 1,567 2,203 3.,350 52 
Knox ........... 2,721 2,723 3,664 100 
Washington 2,013 2,578 4,311 225 
Sullivan ........ 1,803 · 2,340 3,499 38 
Sevier .......... 628 1,045 1,503 273 
Blount .......... 585 817 1,231 
Davidson ....... 728 695 1,192 6 
Sumner ......... 1,382 1,595 2,316 1 
Tennessee ....... 380 444 700 19 

Total .......... 16,179 19,994 29,554 973 

C. 

CENSUS 
OF 

1800. 

Counties Free Whites Slaves 
Da..vidson ............ 6,861 3,087 
St1mner ............ , . 3,332 1,284 
Smith ............... 3,693 597 
Wilson .............. 2,523 729 
Williamson .......... 2•,174 693 .. 

Slaves. 

776 
2,472 

446 
2,365 

978 
777 
129 
183 
992 

1,076 
398 

10,613 

ff;Scc Haywood, p. .269. 
" 3Acts of the Assembly of the Territory South of the River Ohio. 

Total 
Popu-
lation. 

7,840 
13,331 

7,688 
11,573 
10,l0n 

8,457 
3,578 
2,816 
3,613 
6,370 

. 1,941 

77,262 

Tota.l 
9,965 
4,616 
4,294 
8,261 
2.868·· 
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Robertson .......... . 
Montgomery ........ . 
Knox .............. . 
Blount ............. . 
Sevier ............. . 
Grainger ........... . 
Jefferson & Cocke ... . 
Hawkins ........... . 
Carter ............. . 
Sullivan ............ . 
Washington ......... . 
Greene ............. . 

Total .............. . 

Davidson ........... . 
Sumner ............ . 
Smith ......... _ ..... . 
Wilson ............. . 
Williamson ......... . 
Robertson .......... . 
Montgomery ........ . 
Knox .............. . 
Blount ............. . 
Sevier .............. . 
Grainger ........... . 
Jefferson ........... . 
Hawkins ........... . 
Carter ............. . 
Sullivan ............ . 
Washington ......... . 
Greene ............. . 
Cocke .............. . 
Campbell ........... . 
Claiborne ........... . 
Anderson ........... . 
Roane .............. . 
Rhea ............... . 
Bedford ............ . 
Dickson ............ . 
Franklin ........... . 
Giles ............... . 
Hickman ........... . 
Humphreys ......... . 
Jackson ............ . 
Lincoln ............. . 
Overton ............ . 
Rutherford ......... . 
Stewart ............ . 
White .............. . 
Warren ............. . 
Maury .............. . 

3,414 
1,998 

11,128 
5,240 
3,255 
6,871 
8,295 
5,667 
4,509 
9,710 
5,821 
7,137 

91,709 

1810. 

9,173 
9,961 
9,424 
9,271 
2,166 
5,623 
5,386 
8,876 

11,058 
4,296 
5,678 
6,442 
6,697 
3,828 
6,071 
6,854 
9,046 
4,702 
2,507 
4,436 
2,694 
4,896 
2,290 
7,057 
3,536 
5,020 
3,813 
2,332 
1,366 
4,912 
5,382 
5,282 
7,527 
3,465 
3,745 
3,745 

. 9,722 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215,875 

ff'Nilcs Register, Vol. I., 1800-1810. 

863 
821 

1,298 
345 
162 
496 
695 
811 
208 
491 
533 
471 

13,584 

6,305 
3,734 
2,201 
2,297 
3,985 
1,608 
2,629 
1,271 
1,011 · 

294 
. 537 

783 
930 
262 
773 
850 
655 
436 
103 
327 
260 
670 
214 

1,180 
980 
709 
733 
245 
132 
481 
720 
365 

2,701 
779 
283 
283 

2,626 

44,535 

4,280 
4,819 

12,445 
5,587 
3,419 
7,367 
9,017 
6,553 
4,813 

10,218 
6,379 
7,610 

105,602 

15,608 
13,792 
11,649 
11,952 
13,153 

7,270 
8,021 

10,171 
12,098 

4,595 
6,397 
7,309 
7,643 
4,190 
6,847 
7,740 
9,713 
5,154 
2,668 
4,798 
3,959 
5,581 
2,504 
8,242 
4,516 
5,730 
4,546 
2,583 
1,511 
5,401 
6,104 
5,643 

10,265 
4,262 
4,028 
4,028 

10,359 

261,727'4' 
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