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Let us introduce you to Selva Negra 
A vacation spot you can be proud to support 
 
We are a full-service ecolodge, organic farm, and bird-friendly coffee estate in the 
Highlands of Northern Nicaragua. 

At Selva Negra we do everything with an eye on the future:  
• Our gourmet coffee is produced under the strictest of international regulations 

for protection of the environment, wildlife, workers benefits and community 
involvement. 

• We protect our planet by instilling organic and sustainable farming practices. 
From our organic vegetables production to the cheeses made from our organic 
grazing cows. From the hydroelectric and solar energy powering our operatios 
to the  intensive compost operations we’re in the constant lookout for ways to 
improve our operations.  

• One third of the estate is a protected nature reserve where the guest can enjoy 
it’s wild flora and fauna, including howler monkeys, over 200 birds, a wide 
variety of butterflies and orchids.  

 
Whether you are searching for wildlife, touring the Ruta de Café, or simply relaxing 
in a romantic getaway, we know you'll enjoy your stay. 
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Mission  
Providing you a vacation spot you can be proud to support. We strive to provide 
our guests with an inspiring vacation experience where they can enjoy nature at its 
finest, taste healthy homegrown food, sleep in bungalows within the mountain 
while giving them hope in the future of our planet. We aim to educate our guests of 
our many sustainable methods and offer them an opportunity to take part in the 
cutting edge of sustainability. 

Vision 
We are a vacation spot you’ll be proud to support  
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Selva Negra History 
1890s • Hans Bosche, a German immigrant, buys the land that makes up La Hammonia 

farm and establishes it as a shade grown coffee farm. 

1956 • Fred Bosche, Hans Bosche’s son, sells the farm to Renaldo Rivera.  Hans is 
retired and living in the US. 

1975 • Mausi and Eddy Kuhl purchased La Hammonia Coffee Estate from the Renaldo 
Rivera family.  At this point, there is no tourism aspect to Selva Negra; the farm 
has been producing and exporting coffee since the 1890s. 

• First Bungalows are constructed.  The Ecolodge has begun. 
• School for the workers is built. 

1976 • Restaurant is built. 

1977 • Laguna Rooms are built for a less expensive lodging option. 
• Bavaria Conference Room built, first used as a discotheque. 

1977 • Bungalow #12 construction complete. 

1978 • Owners out of Nicaragua on exile due to revolution managing the hotel long 
distance.  Extended family members running Selva Negra’s day-to-day operations. 

1983 • Alsacia Bungalow is built near beneficio for coffee related tourists. 

1989 • Mausi and Eddy return to Nicaragua and Selva Negra. 
• First biogas digester built to process coffee “honey water” 

1993 • First wedding performed at Selva Negra. 
• Cheese production first started with production of cuajada. 
• First experiments with raising cattle start. 

1994 • Vermicompost (composting with worms) first started. 
• Sunday Buffet special meal started. 
• First Oktoberfest hosted at Selva Negra. 

1995 • Gretel Chalet and Karen Rooms are constructed. 
• Tour of the Farm begins informally with Mausi driving guests around the farm in 

her car. 
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1996 • Selva Negra Conference Room is built. 
• First experiments with intensive pasture system for cattle started at Selva Negra.  

The farm’s technician studied a brazialian system of intensive cattle grazing. 
• Water from biogas digester used to irrigate the pasture land. 

1997 • Egg production for the restaurant begins. 
• Initial experiments with organic weed and pest control begins in a garage at the 

farm. 
• Large scale flower production begins. 

1998 • Construction begins on the Selva Negra Chapel. 

1999 • Vermicompost operation greatly expanded.  
• First production of quails for eggs for the restaurant. 

2000 • First cattle ranching begins at a farm in Sebaco, today this farm is used during the 
rainy season. 

• Chapel constructed completed.  First wedding held in the Selva Negra Chapel in 
February of 2000. 

2001 • Construction completed on current vermicompost building. 
• Yasica Rooms are completed for improved, hostel-style lodging. 
• First solar water heater is installed on the Yasica rooms.  

2002 • Cattle ranching begins at El Bramadero, another farm owned by Selva Negra. 
• Gazebo is built for owner’s daughter’s wedding. 

2003 • Electricity generation starts with current hydroelectric turbine.  The current turbine 
replaced the existing turbine installed by Hans Bosche around 1905 that was still 
running in the late 1990s. 

2004 • Sausage production begins with  
• Specialty cheese production begins 

2005 • Playground area next to the restaurant is established. 
• Craft store opens selling crafts from the surrounding areas of Nicaragua. 
• Flower production ends. 
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2007 • Tours of the farm have increased enough that Manuel, our first full-time tour guide, 
is hired. 

• University student internship program begins with students from Earth University. 
• Current organic laboratory is built to expand production of organic weed and pest 

control. 

2008 • Solar Water Heaters first installed on one bedroom bungalows. 

2009 • Coffee Museum is started. 
• First experiments with raising mushrooms for comsumption 

2010 • Current cheese production building is built to greatly expand the cheeses 
produced. 

• First experiments with raising of goats at Selva Negra. 

2011 • First university student from Zamorano University in Honduras comes to Selva 
Negra in November. 

2012 • Mushroom production moved to its current expanded location. 
• Tour dedicated to Coffee first introduced during the coffee picking season. 

2013 • Solar Bungalow construction is completed.  Our first completely self-sustaining 
bungalow. 
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Fact and Figures 
 
Owners: Eddy Kuhl Arauz and Mausi Kuhl Hayn 
General Manager: Karen Kuhl 
Year Founded: 1975 
 
Number of Bungalows: 22 
Types of Bungalows: One Bedroom – Five Bedrooms 
Number of Hotel-Style Rooms: 14 
Number of Youth Hostel Rooms: 12 
Conference Rooms 

Lindau Conference Room – up to 20 people 
Yaguare Conference Room – up to 50 people 
Bavaria Conference Room – up to 100 people 
Selva Negra Conference Room – up to 400 people 

 
Contact Information 

Hotel Phone Numbers:  (505) 2770-1894 
  (505) 8509-4871 

Email Addresses: 
Information: info@selvanegra.com 
Reservations: reservaciones@selvanegra.com 
General Mgr:      karen@selvanegra.com 
Events  martha@selvanegra.com  
   auxiliadora@selvanegra.com 
 

Website:  http://www.selvanegra.com 
Facebook Page: http://www.facebook.com/SelvaNegraNicaragua 
Twitter: http://twitter.com/SelvaNegraNic 
 
 
 
 

Note: All prices in this Media Kit are subject to change without notice. 
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Guided Tour Descriptions 
 
Nature Tour 
US$10 per person 7:30am or by reservation 
 
At Selva Negra all you need to explore the beauty and majesty of nature are your 
naked senses, but a trained pair of eyes can help you unlock mysteries that you 
might miss on your own. Our nature guides will share their knowledge of the 
animal and plant life in a virgin cloud forest. You will learn about the important 
place a rainforest plays in all our lives and the cycle of water it guarantees us. 
Nature tours are limited to small groups in order to enhance your experience and 
minimize disturbing wildlife. Some of the species you will learn about are: the fern 
tree, howler monkeys, strangling ficus tree, lichen and how they help determine 
the quality of air, water snails as indicators of clean water, epiphytes, and orchids. 
 
 
Coffee Tour 
US$15 per person (guest) US$20 per person (day visitor) 9:30am or 2pm 
 
In this mostly walking seed to cup tour you will learn much more than just the 
process of coffee. History, location, climate, topography, sustainable use of 
biproducts and the social programs are among the many other things you will 
learn. You will get a chance to visit our nurseries, coffee plantillos where you will 
learn about shade coffee, organic laboratory where you will learn about organic 
farming methods. The tour will continue to the picking and weighing of the coffee 
beans, we will follow the truck back to the wet mill where you will witness the 
process and end the tour in our museum with a cup of coffee to answer any 
questions remaining. 
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Farm Tour 
US$7 per person (guest) US$12 per person (day visitor) 10am or 1:30pm. 
 
The Selva Negra Sustainable Farm Tour is a must during your visit to Selva 
Negra. Selva Negra is recognized for pioneering innovative and sustainable 
farming methods. In this tour by minibus, you will see many of these sustainable 
farming methods that have gained it this reputation. You will pass by the organic 
laboratory, the worker’s housing, the greenhouses, cheese house, chicken coops, 
and stables where you will learn about the food being served at the restaurant. By 
the cattle pasture land, coffee plantation, and compost operations where you will 
see how we reduce, reuse and recycle at Selva Negra. 
 
Night Tour 
US$10 per person 6:00pm or by reservation 
 
Using headlamps, the more adventurous explorer who wants the full nocturnal 
experience and thrill of seeing the night come alive will enjoy the night tour of 
Selva Negra’s could forest. Designed to meet the desires of those who wish to 
observe Selva Negra’s nocturnal animals such as possums, bats, frogs, wild cats, 
and owls in their own environment without being disturbed by artificial lights. 
Although we can’t guarantee that you will see any particular species any particular 
night, you will experience the darkness and nocturnal sounds of the forest, and 
each tour will provide a unique experience. 
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Activities 
Activities offered to our guests include: 

Activity Cost to the client 
• Nature Tour – A guided walk in the rainforest nature 

reserve and/or coffee estate. 
US$10 per hour per 
person 

• Coffee Tour – Learn about the coffee plant, the 
environment in which it works, harvest, processing, 
history, and end the tour with a cup of coffee.  

US$7 per overnight 
guest  
US$12 per day visitor 

• Sustainable Farm Tour – a minibus tour around our 
farm where you will learn about the many sustainable 
farming methods, including our organic lab. 

US$7 per overnight 
guest  
US$12 per day visitor 

• Horseback riding around the estate and lodge roads. US$5 per half hour 
per person 

• Visit the coffee museum  

• Hiking in the rain forest nature reserve  

• Bird watching – over 200 different birds have been 
spotted 

 

• Stroll through our orchid garden and see and smell 
some of our native orchids 

 

• Sample Selva Negra's gourmet coffee with a piece of 
our signature Mocha Cake 

 

• Sit by the lake at dusk and listen to the frog chorus  

• Rise early to listen as the forest creatures begin their 
day 

 

• Make friends and enjoy company on the lodge’s deck.   

• Relax on the porch of your bungalow, breathe 
deeply... and relax some more 
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A Sampling of the Birds of Selva Negra

Rufous-tailed Hummingbird

Common Gallinule

Emerald Toucanet

Resplendent Quetzal

Rufous-browed Peppershrike

Turquoise-browed Motmot

Montezuma Oropendola

Yellow-winged Tanager

Spot-breasted Oriole

Golden-hooded Tanager

Three-wattled Bellbird
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A Sampling of the Butterflies of Selva Negra

s

Dismorphia amphiona

Anartia fatima

Biblis hyperia

Caligo atreus dionysus

Dismorphia theucharila

Hamadryas guatemalena

Heliconius charitonius

Marpesia marcella male

Memphis glycerium

Morpho peleides

Opsiphanes tamarindi

Diaethra marchalii
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A Sampling of the Orchids of Selva Negra

 

Arpophyllum  giganteum 

Chysis tricostata

Encyclia brassavolae

Encyclia chacaoensisMaxillaria brunnea

Oerstedella pansamalae
Goniochilus leochilinus

Stanhopea oculata

Hexadesmia micrantha
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A Sampling of the Mushrooms of Selva Negra

Amanita jacksonii

Amanita velatipes

Boletus ananas

Boletus morrisii

Boletus subvelutipes

Campanophyllum probscodeum

Clavicorona pyxida

Cymataderma elegans

Formitopsis pinicola

Gymnopus lodgeae

Lentinus crinitus

Lepidella sp.


