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OPPORTUNITIES 

At the beginning of the 1990s there are good opportunities for 

gaining ground for democratic socialism. As Willy Brandt, the 

President of the Socialist International, says in this issue, there 

have been the right people in the right places at the right time in 

Europe. 

The peoples of Eastern Europe are turning their backs on the 

politics of the past forty-five years and democratic socialism is 

emerging from the shadows into which it had for decades been 

forced. With the unfolding of democracy and direct and free elections, 

it is becoming a political option for voters who had hitherto been 

denied that choice. The message of democratic socialism, reconciling 

freedom, democracy and economic security, is now reaching a large 

new constituency, who have high hopes and pressing demands to 

be addressed. 

The development of democratic socialism in Eastern Europe will 

not be without its difficulties - but the historical roots of our 

movement stretch back into Eastern Europe's past and the torch is 

there to be lit once again. 

Democratic socialism committed to social justice and solidarity 

in democracy offers a viable alternative to the mass unemployment 

and new forms of poverty which are the inevitable social cost of any 

unbridled free-market system. 

The consolidation of the growth of democratic socialist ideas 

throughout the Old World is a priority. A priority, too, is to make 

sure that those political ideas are reflected in the rest of the globe, 

not least among the less privileged societies of the developing 

world. The task has never been more challenging. 
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A VEAR OF REVOLUTIONS 

NEVER TO BE FORGOTTEN 

At the beginning of the Nineties we are opening a new chapter in European 
history. In 1989, the year of revolutions, never to be forgotten, the era of 
narrow-minded confrontation and artificial division of this continent ended. 
With the whole of Europe and my own country in mind, I see that those 
elements which belong together are indeed growing together. This is happening, 
of course, with a good deal of differences and even contradictions. But there is 
no sure progress without setbacks. 

The revolutionary wave in the eastern part of Europe has many origins. First 
of all, there have been the right people in the right place at the right time: 
notably a leader in Moscow with a unique feeling for the 'lessons of life', who 
faces up to sombre realities. The clever people in Budapest and at the round 
tables in Warsaw and elsewhere have been protected. Moreover hundreds of 
thousands of courageous men and women have been spurred into demanding 
true democracy on the streets of Leipzig, Prague and Bucharest. They have 
achieved revolution by the overwhelming power of their united cry, 'We are the 
people'. 

Secondly, glasnost and modern telecommunications have revealed the structural 
reasons for fundamental change in Central and Eastern Europe: high-handed 
central planning had resulted in economic mismanagement, technological 
backwardness and environmental destruction. Spoon-feeding from the top 
suffocated creativity and initiative at the bottom. There was no doubt that the 
command system of communist rule had reached a dead end. Even in places 
where this fact used to be fanatically denied it has been realised that socialism 
without democracy cannot work - and in my opinion does not deserve to be 
called socialism. 

Thanks to Gorbachev's powers of persuasion even his Central Committee 
seems willing to swallow the bitter medicine of pluralism. But the one-party 
system has done so much harm to the basic notion of a political party that ideas 
of new 'movements' are being floated - and not only in Poland. Due tribute 
should be given to groups concentrating on human rights, ecology etc., but I 
have serious doubts that one could establish parliamentary democracy without 
some kind of party system. 

Multi-party democracy will have been introduced, or re-introduced, by the 
middle of this year in all Eastern European countries except arch-stalinist 
Albania. The Soviet Union will follow, if it does not experience major set-backs. 
I will resist predicting the outcome of parliamentary elections, but we have 
already noticed a renaissance of social democracy, the revival of traditional 
parties and, at the same time, the transformation of former communist parties 
into forces claiming a fresh ideological foundation based on democratic socialism. 
The latter part of the process is observed with interest but also with scepticism . 
. -\nyhow, the increasing demand in many places for our ideas and practical 
experience indicates that what the Socialist International has to offer is far 
from being the worst available in the 'world political market'. 

A new chapter in 

European history is 

opening. Willy Brandt, 

President of the Socialist 

International, looks 

forward to how it could 

develop - and _warns 

against any reduction in 

concern for the 

developing world. 
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Our member parties in the Socialist International are eager for a meeting of 
minds - and energies - with old and new friends in Central and Eastern Europe. 
Those who convincingly stick to the basic principles of social democracy or 
democratic socialism can count on our sympathy and even support in forthcoming 
elections and afterwards. We in the Socialist International and likewise the 
Confederation of Socialist Parties of the European Community, in close 
cooperation with our parties in EFTA countries, are willing to open our doors 
for an exchange of views and practical cooperation with those parties or 
movements that have emerged recently. And truly reformed ex-communist 
parties certainly should not be excluded either. However, we shall be restrictive 
in accepting early membership of our established organisation. Credentials 
must entail more than just new labels or borrowed slogans. 

An important role for social democracy in those countries which have grown 
out of communist rule can be taken for granted. But I urge us not to forget that 
the political culture in CentraJ and Eastern Europe still has to become one of 
pluralism. And I recall that their rather weak pre-war traditions of democracy 
provide no firm points of reference for several countries. This continent, in the 
East as well as in the West, has to be built by competing and cooperating forces 
of genuine and creative European democracy. 

In view of the complexity of establishing market economies in a highly 
competi:tive international environment and, at the same time, decentralising 
in the other parts of Europe all kinds of deci'sion-making, I must also warn 
foreign political forces against offering too simple recommendations. As far as 
I know, nobody possesses a magic formula for achieving instant social welfare 
and sustainable development. The challenge of overcoming the economic 
malaise - hopefully without civil strife - is indeed an all-Europ•�an challenge. _.\ll 
political parties and governments will have to contribute to the process of 
restructuring, and of making the 'new thinking' a success. 

If the reformers fail, all of us will lose. Resurgent nationalisms with extre e 
of racist prejudice, military takeovers and the migration of nations are ,ery re~ 
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dangers. For years to come, I suspect there will be a struggle between reviving 
elements of extreme nationalism and the new forces of Europe-oriented 
cooperation. But a source of considerable hope is the people and those Jeaders 
with strong cultural roots who have already played such a decisive role in all 
of the peaceful revolutions of 1989. 

The fragile state of affairs in Eastern Europe confirms that time is a scarce 
resource everywhere. Therefore, any Western attitude of 'wait and see' would 
jeopardise the reform process. That emergency aid is granted, a European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development established, and the European Commission 
given a mandate to negotiate association agreements, all this is good news, but 
I am afraid that some governments and business circles have somewhat out
dated and even cruel views on the conditions attaching to aid. 

Some remarks will be expected on the special case of the GOR. November 9, 
that night of the joyful breaching of the Berlin Wall, was an overwhelming sign 
of the beginning of German unity. As the gates opened, the outworn systei:n 
collapsed. Since then politics have hardly been able to keep up with the pace 
of events. Taking into account the negative effect of some 2,000 citizens 
leaving the GDR•daily- and outflow is continuing up to the present - there was 
no other option but early elections in the GDR and concrete steps towards 
German unification. We have passed the stage of whether or not unification is 
desirable, but we have to explore the ways and means of achieving this goal in 
an orderly manner. Provided mass exodus can be averted by confidence
building before and after the March elections, some form of confederation is 
the most likely transitional phase towards a federal state. 

Everyone hopes the breathtaking speed can be slowed down - not least the 
concerned European neighbours and the four status powers. Concerns based on 
alleged German economic might or on some supposed reorientation towards 
the East are groundless, as all the facts show. The dependence of West German 
industry on OECD markets is staggering and the interest in furthering the 
European Community integration is shared by all relevant parties. Concern 
about territorial reunification must be countered by guaranteeing Poland the 
borders existing in 1990. The real problem, that a unified Germany can hardly 
either be neutralised or be a member of two military alliances, has to be solved 
between the two Germanies and the Four Powers, and within the larger group 
of nations taking part in the CSCE (Conference on Security and Cooperation in 
Europe) process. 

New realities require new thinking on the prospects for Europe. We certainly 
need a peaceful European order with common institutions. Concrete steps in 
all-European institution-building seem feasible if, with US and Canadian 
participation, we keep up the momentum of the Helsinki process. Largely 
untapped is the potential of the Council of Europe in Strasbourg and of the 
Economic Commission for Europe in Geneva. On the road to continental 
integration, in any case, the European Community will have to shoulder more 
burdens. The experience it has had with enlargement of the Community has 
proved largely successful. Because those in the belle etage have shown concern, 
the backyards have had a good chance to flourish. 

The lessons we have learned should stimulate our efforts in East-West 
cooperation - so why not in global North-South relations too? I believe it is 
most important that the reconstruction of Eastern Europe does not imply any 
reduction in world-wide responsibilities. We have to concentrate on the one 
great task ahead of us, but at the same time Europe must demonstrate its 
awareness, too, of the overriding problems of the globe. 
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EASTERN EUROPE AND THE THIRD 

WORLD: RIVALS OR 

COLLABORATORS? 

Recent dramatic events in Eastern Europe have been exhilarating for many 
people who are happy to see a freer, democratic Europe. At the same time, these 
events have raised doubts and reservations: wi II the headlong rush of these 
countries imply a total abandonment of any non-capitalist path of development? 
Will socialism in Western Europe suffer as a consequence of the demoralising 
performance of these economies, which will be presented by our enemies as the 
only way socialism can end? 

But these questions, while important, are somewhat in the future. A more 
urgent concern is about the impact of these events on the Third World. There 
are fears that the problems of the Central and East European nations will divert 
the world's attention from the desperate problems that the Third World is 
facing. Is this true? What are the conflicts and the areas of cooperation between 
these two regions - East and South? 

What is only dimly realised in these hurried days is that the crises of the two 
regions have a common origin and explanation. If we cast our minds back to the 
oil shock and the early 1970s, we arrive at the origins of a different crisis: the 
crisis of declining profitability and stagflation in the prosperous North. The 
Bretton Woods system broke down and, in a regime of eurodollars and floating 
exchange rates, the western banks found themselves flooded with surplus 
petrodollars from the OPEC countries. This money found no borrowers in the 
governments of OECD countries, nor in the businesses of the North. There 
followed the unseemly sight of lenders chasing borrowers, stuffing loans down 
their not-so-reluctant throats. 

The Third World was a major borrower, as was the group of East European 
countries. While the Third World had until then relied on international public 
aid, this was fast drying up. Yet the switch from public to private money was 
painless at first and did not mean a big change. For the East Europeans however, 
borrowing money abroad was a big change. For the first time in twenty-five 
years it exposed their economy to international influences. 

After the second oil shock, when the western economies turned to a deflationary 
and monetarist stance, the rates of interest went up sharply and with them the 
burden of debt-servicing for the borrowers. This has meant a profound reversal 
of fortune for the countries of Africa and, especially, of Latin America. Capital 
flows have reversed, growth rates of income and consumption have turned 
negative and the burden on the poorest has been even heavier. There have also 
been political upheavals in these countries. Dictatorships fell in Brazil, Argentina 
and Chlle and there has been political unrest elsewhere. These changes are all 
part of the structural adjustment to the debt burden. Democracy, for some 
reason, is a better way of cutting living standards than dictatorship. 

The crises of the socialist countries were of a mixed sort. In some. the 
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economic causes are primary. In others the political unrest has been the 
moving force. In the final analysis, the result has been not dissimilar to that 
in Latin America: economic breakdown, impoverishment and political upheaval. 
But while the sequence of political and economic causes has been different, 
the root cause has been the failure of the economies of these countries to 
generate sufficient surplus to service their debt and to raise or even maintain 
living standards. 

It is the exposure to international influences, to the need to sell abroad 
competitively, that has shown up the limits of these economies. They could 
manage full employment and stagnant living standards with the help of an 
undemocratic structure. But they could not persuade foreigners to buy their 
exports. Considerations of efficiency in the pure capitalist sense impinged 
heavily on them. In some countries, such as the German Democratic Republic, 
the reverse flow of capital has taken the form of human exodus to the Federal 
Republic. In others, the outflow will take the form of drastic devaluation of 
the currency, of 'fire sale' of capital assets etc. 

The common origins of the twin crises of the South and the East in the 
monetary disorders of the West are not accidental. They are the mirror image 
of the way in which capitalism got into a crisis and in turn got out of it. In the 
1970s, there was much confusion and uncertainty in the OECD countries as to 
how to tackle the problems of wage inflation (ie the decline of profitability), 
while not abandoning the Keynes/Beveridge welfare state. As a result, 
profitability was restored at home in the West. The cost was borne by the 
unemployed of the First World as well as the Third World. Now we see that the 
eastern bloc did not escape paying the costs of the restructuring of capitalism 
either. In their case these costs came vla their own undemocratic regimes and 
their inefficient (in the international, competitive sense) planning mechanisms. 

The past, no matter how recent, is but a prologue. What of the future? Recent 
events have made one thing clear. The East is in economic terms not all that 
much richer than many countries of the South. Its difference was in terms of 
economic arrangements, which it is now proceeding to lose rapidly. Thus the 
second and third worlds have merged - and they have much in 
common. They are both recipients of IMF medicines; the South 
has been for a long time, while the East is just beginning. The 
South can share its experiences and ways of resisting the worst 
excesses of these programmes. There has also been in the past 
a lot of bilateral trade between the two and this can be stepped 
up. The old strategy of South-South cooperation can now 
become South-East cooperation. 

The bottom line however is the need for scarce capital in 
both these regions. The fear currently is that when the Third 
World needs the extra capital to reverse the outflow it has been 
suffering for the last eight to ten years, the needs of the East are 
going to crowd them out. This is certainly the case as long as 
we take the status quo as given. The only result then would be 
continued high interest rates into the next decade. But the 
problem contains the germ of its own solution, if only a bold 
and imaginative initiative can be exercised. 

The end of the cold war has raised the possibility of substantial 
cuts in arms expenditure in the West and the East. At present 
there is even some fear that such massive cuts may cause a 
depression. Like a drug addict, the economies are so dependent 
on the constant infusion of defence expenditure that its removal 
will lead to withdrawal symptoms. But if we could fashion an 
alternative way of absorbing what is after all a huge amount, 
say up to 3 or 4 per cent of the GDP of the OECD countries, as 
well as a similar proportion in the East, then the capital 
shortage problem can be tackled. 

A reduction in armaments expenditure over the next five 
years and a simultaneous diversion of this money via a 
multilateral 'Marshall Plan' will ease the conflict between the 
South and the East, while at the same time reducing the threat 
of a recession in the West. It only needs bold political leadership 
to transform this crisis, fraught with danger and division, into 
an opportunity for cooperation and prosperity. 

Food aid: 

coming or going? 
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'ONLY FREE AND UNPREJUDICED 
THOUGHT ... ' 

A little more than eight years had gone by since the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, which put a brutal end to the brief, hopeful Prague Spring, 
bringing down the shutters again in Central Europe; eight years in which 
Brezhnev's grey and sinister 'normalisation' had done everything in its power 
to smother the fermenting hopes of freedom and renewal. 

Nevertheless, despite the violent repression, all the imprisonment and 
humiliation, the ferment and the excitement continued. 

It was in late 1976 that, as President of the Venice Biennale, I decided with 
the support of a few friends that the following year, 1977, it would be dedicated 
to the dissident movement in Central and Eastern Europe. 

The idea sprang from two considerations. The first was that the Helsinki third 
'basket' on human rights and cultural exchanges should have some practical 
application. The second was that the cultural and ideological dissent arising 
directly from this new historical context had found strong political and moral 
support in the West, and not least in the United States under President Carter. 

I therefore thought that the time was ripe for western societies to be made 
aware of underground currents of thought, which were clear and strong signals 
that under the blanket of normalisation a thinking and freedom-seeking world 
continued to exist, albeit precariously. 

The Blennale of 1977 took all our energy. It lasted a month, from 15 
November to 16 December, and it was dedicated to the theme of cultural dissent 
in the Soviet Union and in Central and Eastern Europe. 

The programmes were many and varied, ranging over cinema, theatre, music, 
protest songs, literature, the visual arts of painting and sculpture, photography 
and an exhibition of 'samizdat'. 

The shows were put on over a large part of central Venice, from the Ala 
Napoleonica in St Mark's Square to the Palazzo dello Sport, the Arsenale, the 
Ateneo Veneto, the Coner Museum, the Querini Stampalia Foundation and the 
Olimpia Cinema. 

The Biennale was opened by a stirring message on video from Andrei Sakharov, 
who said: 'I would like to thank the Biennale for inviting me to take part. Only 
free and unprejudiced thought and free goodwill can show us the way to get out 
of the intricate tangle of the problems of our time ... 

'In the domain of science, to which I belong by profession, the State's 
ideological pressure is not exercised explicitly, but there ls the general anti
intellectualism of the system, the decline of traditions and education, 
militarisation and bureaucratisation, a low standard of living for the intelligentsia 
as a whole, the total ideological vacuum of youth, isolation from the world 
cultural environment, and discrimination on grounds of ideology and nationality. 

'In the arts and humanities the situation is even worse. The direct and open 
pressure of the party and state apparatus kills everything that is fresh and clean 
before it can flower. 

'I hope that the Biennale will show the full tragic dimension of creative life 
in the socialist countries, and at the same time show that in the USSR and the 
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countries of Eastern Europe there is nonetheless in existence and developing an 
unofficial culture which can make a contribution to the free culture of the 
world as a whole.' 

I, for my part, as the Biennale opened, said: 'In welcoming our guests I would 
like to salute in particular those artists and intellectuals who have had to leave 
their countries and follow the difficult road of exile. I am proud to welcome 
them and the culture they represent, on behalf of the Biennale. They do not 
need to prove their love for their peoples 
and their culture, they have already done 
so. It is for us to learn about and reflect 
upon their artistic, cultural and civic careers. 
These are all very different from each other, 
as is bound to be the case with human 
beings, but what they have in common is 
the nobility of their motives and their lack 
of material self-interest, which can serve as 
an example to us all. The history of our own 
century shows us that the exiles often include 
the saviours of the future of their own 
country.' 

And in order to meet and speak with artists, 
students and critics from Western Europe, 
there came to Venice artists, historians, 
writers, critics, and those who were simply 
witnesses, from the Soviet Union and the 
other countries of Central and Eastern 
Europe. Among them, I particularly 
remember the historian Andrei Amalrik, who 
was to die tragically and mysteriously soon 
after; the singer-songwriter Aleksander Galle, 
who was found murdered in his bath in 
Paris a little later; the poet Joseph Brodsky, 
already in exile in New York, who read his 
poems; the singer-songwriter Wolf Bierman, 
Valentin Tu rcin, Jiri Pelikan, Ernst 
Neizvestnii, Lev Nuss berg, Andrei Siniavskii, 
Gyorgy Konrad and many others. 

On the other hand, there were many 
absences due to what we might call force 
majeure, including Milovan Djilas, Wojciach 
Ziembirski, Bogdan Bornsewicz, Jaroslav 
Sabetz, Agnes Heller, Emil Morgiewicz, Tadeusz Konwicki and many others. 

This was why I went to the Belgrade Conference, called as a follow-up to the Carlo Ripa 
Helsinki agreements, to hand over to an Italian diplomat a file on intellectuals di Meana
and artists in the eastern bloc who had not been allowed to attend the Biennale. 

There were a large number of western intellectuals who came to the Biennale, 
including Alberto Moravia, Norberto Bobbio, Jean Daniel, Jean Ellenstein, 
Arthur London, Piero Melograni, Giorgio Ruffolo. Andre Glucksman, Susan 
Sontag, Stephen Spender, Marshal McLuhan and many others. Still today I find 
particularly interesting a passage in an interview with Moravia, who saw the 
dissidents in these terms: 'Their movement has its origins in classical literature, 
not that of our day. In other words, they have links with that current in Russian 
literature which goes from Gogol to Bulgakov. It has features which are 
grotesque, satirical, surrealist, deformed, ideological. The literature of the 
djssidents confirms that literature in Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union 
forms a single whole with the literature of the West, as the attempt to create 
Socialist realism, and thus to separate Soviet literature from the West, may be 
regarded as having failed completely.' 

This is all very true, and today we can add that the attempt by the communists 
to separate the societies of Central Europe from those of the West can be seen 
to have failed. 

It was at this Biennale that, for the first time in the West, we saw real 
examples of such excitlng phenomena as 'samizdat' literature, reaching us in 
roundabout ways, often sewn into the linings of clothes. This was the first time 
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that the West had seen works of art, paintings and sculptures which had never 
been shown the light of day. 1t was the first time that films had been seen which 
had been banned by those regimes. 

Basically, it was the first time that an official event as well-established and 11
prestigious as the Venice Biennale had allowed a forgotten Europe to speak. 

Admittedly, not all the works shown were great ones; and in some cases they 
showed the negative effects of many decades of separation from the vital 
circulation of post-war western culture. 

The reaction of the Soviet Union and its satellite countries was immediate. 
The Soviet ambassador in Italy, Rizhov, formally requested the Italian 
government, for the sake of good relations between Moscow and Rome, to 
prevent the Biennale from taking place, as like many another cultural 
manifestation it received state funding. Otherwise, he threatened, the USSR 
and the other countries of the Warsaw P-act would withdraw from the 1978 
Biennale. 

Indications of solidarity with our plans were, however, just as immediate. 
Twenty-seven questions were put down in the lower house and the Senate, by 
148 parliamentarians, obliging the government not to interfere in the Biennale's 
independent choices. The tokens of solidarity we received from all over the 
world were just as prompt and forceful. 

The difficulties, however, did not finish there. Vittorio Gregotti and Luca 
Ronconi, communists who were in charge of different parts of the Biennale, 
resigned, together with Giacomo Gambetti, on various pretexts. Organisational 
and financial difficulties were thought up, many firms which had luxurious 
premises in Venice for shows refused to let us use them, and responsible 
personages in charge of major cultural institutions found that their premises 
too were not available. 

The Biennale's opening day seems to me to have demonstrated very well the 
conformist and indeed faint-hearted climate of the day. The only Italian 
political leader present was socialist Bettino Craxi. The whole government was 
conspicuous by its absence. Everyone was keeping his head down. 

The success with the public, however, was enormous. Over 220,000 people 
visited the 1977 Biennale. 

It was then that the taboo about the impenetrable and supposedly happy 
societies of the eastern bloc was overthrown. The public at large was informed 
for the first time. 

The 1977 Biennale was a genuinely memorable initiative. For the first time 
the spokesmen of the dissidents, victims as they were of an unpardonable sin 
of omission on the part of the free world, were allowed to express themselves 
and make themselves heard. This Biennale also signalled the end of western 
culture's timidity towards the Soviet and communist world and at the same 
time showed up the protest movements in western societies in their true, 
modest dimensions. 

Today, thirteen years later, in a Europe which is well on the way to recovering 
its freedom, my memories of the Biennale are as living and vivid as ever. In my 
view, an action which some laughed at and many argued against, but which a 
large part of public opinion supported, is thus seen as justified. It was a 
testimony of solidarity with a world from which we have been brutally and 
unjustly separated for more than forty years, a world which has today begun to 
�peak and act again and to which we must make a strong and determined 
commitment, to help it to make up for lost time and to repair the economic and 
environmental damage which violent and stupid regimes have caused. 
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Prizes ,n Strasbourg 

Midday, Wednesday 17 January, the first 
Strasbourg Session of the European Parliament 
of the decade, and Alexander Dubcek, president 
of the Federal Assembly of the Socialist Republic 
of Czechoslovakia, is addressing the European 
Parliament. For so many of us sitting in the 
socialist rows of the Parliament it is the most 
intense moment of our political lives. 

More than one hundred and eighty red roses 
wave at him from the socialist benches - one 
rose for every socialist MEP. 

The president of the European Parliament, 
Spanish socialist Enrique Baron, presented 
Dubcek with the Parliament's Sakharov Prize 
which is awarded annually to an international 
figure who has made outstanding contributions 
to the cause of peace and progress. 

In making the presentation, Enrique Baron 
spoke for us all when he said: 'Most of us had 
never met you before, but we would for all that 
consider you to be an old friend1

• Dubcek, the 
man who gallantly led Czech resistance to the 
cruel ranks of Brezhnev's tanks in 1968 while 
many of us were taking our first steps on the 
socialist journey, had earned a special place in 
our hearts. 

President Dubcek took his place at the podium 
from which many world leaders had spoken to 
the European Parliament before - President 
Reagan, President Mitterrand, Mrs. Thatcher, 
President Kohl, President Alfonsin, President 
Pertlni and Pope John Paul II. 

He spoke against nations taking up arms and 
for an end to weapons of mass destruction. He 
made pleas for environmental policies which 
would allow our planet to renew itself. He 
pledged that the UN Charter for Human Rights 
and the Final Act of Helsinki would become 
part of the law of Czechoslovakia. His reborn 
country, he assured us, would become humanist 
and democratic and would welcome men and 
women to it, no matter what the colour of 
their skin, the language they spoke, their 
religion or their politics. 

'Throughout the silent decades since 1968', 
he continued, 'the ideals of democracy, freedom 
and social justice have not been killed, and 
now the Prague Spring is ringing victorious in 
1990.' 

As Dubcek concluded, the Parliament, almost 
with one accord, communists to conservatives, 
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rose to applaud this enduring figure from the 
forests of Slovakia, whose country now finds 
itself at the intersection of the new East-West 
relations reshaping Europe. There was just one 
group which did not join in the standing 
ovation. Who? No surprises here• the extremist 
right. 

• 

The January session of the Pa1rliament in 
Strasbourg had opened with a poiint of order 
from Franz Schonhuber MEP, lead,er of the far 
right German Republican Group, that sits 
alongside Le Pen's National Front party. 

Schonhuber complained bitterly to the 
president of the Parliament that he had recently 
been barred from entering East Berlin, using 
his European Parliament Pass as identity. He 
claimed his rejection at the border was a slur 
on the European Parliament. I can only applaud 
the East German guards for their common 
sense. Schonhuber's despicable- party are 
making rigorous attempts to organise in East 
Germany for the coming May el!ections and 
they are expecting their racist and :xenophobic
policies to win them 20% of the vote. 

These members of the Parliament make up 
the seventeen-strong group called the Group 
of the European Technical Right - the German 
Republican Party led by Schonhuber and the 
National Front of France led by Je.an-Marie Le 
Pen.They have proved themselves incapable of 
following the democratic rule book of the 
Parliament. Their complete rejection of 
democratic decision-making led to an 
unpleasant incident in October 1989. One of 
their members, Mr. Gollnisch, refused to be 
removed from the chamber after a series of 
abusive exchanges with the Parliament 
president. The only way open to the president 
to stop the antics of the far right on that 
occasion was to plunge the chamber into 
darkness for two hours until tempers cooled, 
the shouting stopped, and the bus,iness of the 
Parliament could be resumed. Wlhat had the 
far right been complaining about? They had 
objected that one of their German members 
was not being allowed to chair the Parliament's 
delegation to Israel. Their move to chair the 
delegation is so politically insensitive it makes 
you gasp. 

This January, the Parliament voted to change 
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the rule book of our procedures 
in order to contain more 
efficiently the wrecking tactics 
of the far right. I have my 
doubts that any democratically 
decided measure will foil their 
jack-boot attempts to deride 
and humiliate the Parliament 
- but we shall see.

•

The Parliamentarian who
receives the brunt of the far 
right's attack is the leader of 
the Socialist Group, Jean-Pierre 
Cot, a French socialist. His 
leadership of the largest
p o l i tic a l  p a r t y  in t h e
Parliament since June 1989 has been a dynamic,
striving one and in his Christmas message to
us members he reminded us of the Group's
achievements in debates on the social
dimension of Europe in the 1990s.

He recalled: 'Our Group set itself one goal (at 
the beginning of the new Parliament) to be the 
driving force of the new majority in the 
Parliament. We have been able to rally the left 
- all the left. We have been able to organise
ourselves better than the right. We have
succeeded in isolating the extreme right. We
have made the Commission and the Council
more forward.' Rousing stuff, but accurate.

Yet these advances have not been achieved 
without honest disa2reement and debate within 
our Socialist Group� Debate, for instance, like 
the vigorous one going on at the moment 
about our response to the watered-down, pale 
imitation Social Charter and Action Programme 
of Workers' Legislation offered to us by the 
European Commission. There are call� to sack 
the entire eighteen-person Commission, 
coming from sections of the British Labour 
Group; there are other calls to send back the 
Action Programme to President Delors with 
the message, 'Beef it up or count us out of 
further negotiations!' 

There are voices threatening to block the 
remaining commercial and business sections 
of the 1992 legislation unless a more radical 
legislative programme for workers' and citizens' 
rights is presented to the Parliament. 

Jean-Pierre Cot presides over a vibrant, lively 
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Socialist Group, which, if it 
makes life difficult for him 
sometimes, does so only 
because of a profound desire 
to serve the interests of 
working people in Europe to 
the best of its ability. 

• 

On Monday 15 January, the 
Socialist Group stood as one, 
for a solemn minute's silence 
in honour of Hector Oqueli, 
murdered on January 12, just 
inside the Guatemalan border. 
Hector was deputy general 
secretary of the National 
Revolutionary Movement of El 

Salvador and secretary of the Socialist 
International's Latin America Commitee. His 
death was terrible news for the Parliament 
Socialist Group, a Group in which he had 
many close comrades and where he was held in 
such high regard. 

• 

Button badges were greatly in evidence during 
the January Strasbourg session. I sported one 
reading 'The trouble with normal people is 
that they don't exist', supporting moves to 
reinvigorate the campaign for Lesbian and Gay 
Rights, within the context of the free movement 
of people within the Community after 1992. 

• 

Jannis Sak�llariou �v1EP and Fiancisco Oliva 
Garcia MEP represented the Socialist Group as 
observers to the electoral registration process 
in Nicaragua which took place over the first 
four Sundays in October 1989. They reported 
that they were convinced that the electoral 
process in Nicaragua was taking place in such 
a way as to guarantee transparent and fair 
elections. 

The United States continued to ride two horses 
in this process, they reported, funding the 
Contras in the form of humanitarian aid and 
at the same time voting nine million dollars to 
support the electoral process. 

• 

I began this piece by describing £he
presentation of the Sakharov Prize to Alexander 
Dubcek. Nelson Mandela must be the nexc 
person to be honoured in this way. 
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MANDELA IS FREE BUT SANCTIONS 

MUST STAY 

The release of Nelson Mandela, leader of the African National Congress was 
greeted with worldwide delight. The waves of this have spread from Soweto, 
the black township in Johannesburg, South Africa, where he lives, north to 
Amsterdam, where one of the main squares temporarily changed its name from 
Leidseplein to Mandelaplein. Such enthusiasm is quite fitting. 

The release of the hero of the black majority is an admlssion on the part of 
President De Klerk of South Africa that the situation in his country requires 
radical change. For this, a dialogue must be set up, with Mandela acting as 
spokesman for the blacks. De Klerk wants to have negotiations, as he can no 
longer impose his will on the majority. Pressures from within as well as 
international sanctions have forced the South African government to admit 
that the policy of apartheid will no longer work. The release of Nelson Mandela 
was not a favour - it was dire necessity. 

It marks a success not only for the black population, but for all those outside 
South Africa who have fought against the inhumanity of apartheid. It suggests 
that a wind of change is blowing through a country that has long been locked 
in rigidity. It looks as if South Africa, too, is swimming on the tide of change 
that is affecting so many countries, notably those in Eastern Europe. And 
Namibia, in south-west Africa, at last gained its independence on 21 March. It 
seems as though freedom will not be too long coming for South Africa. 

But the road ahead is still a difficult one. Following his release, Nelson 
Mandela repeatedly stressed his wish to negotiate. But he immediately added 
that there can be no talk of negotiations between blacks and whites until the 
South African government makes further concessions to the black population. 
His first speech in Cape Town made this quite clear. He said that the state of 
emergency should be ended immediately and all political prisoners should be 
released. Only then is he willing to sit round the table and begin negotiations 
with the South African government. Before his release, Mandela steadily 
refused to grant concessions to the apartheid government. Had he done so, he 
could have procured his release far earlier. He maintains a similar attitude now. 

He wants to achieve a negotiating position that will live up to the expectations 
of his followers. Only if he has the complete support of his own people will he 
be able to fulfil the role of moderate and conciliatory leader that is expected of 
him. He can only make concessions to De Klerk if De Klerk makes concessions 
to him. This tense atmosphere presently dominates the scene in South Africa 
just as it appears to determine relationships within the ANC. 

In his speech on February 11 in Cape Town, Mandela stressed the points that 
had to be discussed at the negotiating table. He said: 'We cannot turn back our 
march to freedom. We must not allow fear to stand in our way. One man, one 
vote, on the basis of a common electoral list in a united, democratic, non-racist 
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South Africa - this is the only road to peace and racial harmony.' And at the 
same time he made clear that this goal should not be attained by a method that 
lead to polarisation. 

At the close of his speech he repeated some words from his trial In 1964 which 
he felt were still relevant today. Mandela said: 'I have opposed white domination 
and I have opposed black domination. I have cherished the dream of a 
democratic and free society where everyone can live together in harmony and 
where everybody has an equal chance. This is a dream I hope to live for and to 
see come true. But if need be, it is a dream for which I am prepared to die.' 

Although certain conciliatory measures have been taken, the state of emergency 
persists in South Africa. De Klerk has certainly made important concessions in 
releasing Mandela and legalising the ANC and ot1?-er organisations. However, so 
far the basis of apartheid is still unshaken. So, although there is great appreciation 
for what has already been done, pressure on South Africa must not slacken. This 
international pressure has proved highly successful and is still needed in order 
to compel further change. Mandela made this abundantly clear in his Cape 
Town speech when he said, 'We appeal to the international community to 
continue the campaign to isolate the apartheid regime. To stop sanctions now 
would mean the risk of interrupting the process towards total abolition of 
apartheid.' This was an immediate reaction to the news that British Prime 
Minister Thatcher, as soon as Mandela's release was announced, had congratulated 
the black people and announced that the economic sanctions against South 
Africa could now be lifted. 

Now is not the moment to lift sanctions. That would definitely weaken the 
position of the black majority at the negotiating table. It is better now to give 
no sign to President De Klerk, rather than to give the wrong one. During the 
coming year it will become clear whether De Klerk can made good his promises 
or whether he is in fact a prisoner of white interests. It is .  incumbent on the 
international community to follow these developments closely and to continue 
to make clear what it expects from the South African government. 

The ANC is now a legal organisation and Nelson Mandela is a free man. We 
need no longer isolate South Africa. This is one of the few positive signals we 
can make. We should now seek contacts in South Africa with all those who want 
to contribute to a radical transformation in the country. The Socialist 
International will shortly send a delegation to South Africa, as a sign of our 
involvement with their situation. 

1 5 
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PROFILE 

In the first of a series which will be a regular feature of 
Socialist Affairs, Hugh O'Shaughnessy profiles the Si's 

General Secretary 

It is Sunday and Luis Ayala bas just come 
off a plane from Central America. Sitting 
in the modest but comfortable office that 
the SI rents from the British National Union 
of Seamen near Clapham Common in 
London, he has precious little time this 
weekend. 

It is not many days since he was at the 
Brandenburger Tor in Berlin and shortly before 
that he was in his native Chile witnessing the 
crushing of the dictator Pinochet's last attempt 
to perpetuate his rule. One European 
ambassador has just left, having conveyed 
greetings to the Socialist International from 
his head of state. 

Not only have the final preparations to be 
made for two SI meetings in the coming week, 
but as the pace of change quickens in Eastern 
Europe there are calls on Ayala that no one 
would have forecast a year - even six months 
ago. 

'We have the opportunity to organise an 
economic seminar in Eastern Europe to put 
over our view. It's a very important discussion 
we should not miss', he says. 

As he puts down the telephone at the end of 
a call from Mexico, he picks up the faint sound 
of an incoming message on the fax machine. 
'That will be from Guillermo Ungo', he says. It 
is from Guillermo Ungo, leader of the Si's 
Salvadorean member party. 

A hundred years after the foundation of the 
f i rs t  Internat ional ,  and after  m a n y  
transformations and renewals, the S I  has its 
first  non-European general secretary. 
Succeeding Hans Janitschek, an Austrian, the 
late Bernt Carlsson, a Swede, and Pentti 
Vaananen, a Finn, Ayala's election has pointed 
up the fact that the organisation has moved a 
very long way from the era when it grouped 
only European parties. 

Born in Santiago, Chile, in 1948, Ayala was 
an early recruit to politics at school and as a 
law student at university, becoming when he 
was 20 the national secretary of the youth 
movement of the Radical Party, the Chilean 
member of the Socialist International. 

The International Union of Socialist Youth, 
meeting in Malta, elected him as its president 
in 1973, and he returned home from the 
Mediterranean with increased responsibilities. 
But not for long. On 11 September of that year,. 
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Augusto Pinochet led a coup which 
over t h r ew the  p o p u l a r l y  e l e c t e d
government of Salvador Allende.

After a time in Pinochet's Chile, Ayala 
had to leave the country and carried on his 
work as IUSY president from Sweden, where 

he spent a number of years in exile. His time in 
Scandinavia and his many contacts with 
European parties gave him first hand experience 
of democratic socialism at work in the European 
context. From the early l 970s, he was a regular 
and active participant in meetings of the 
Social ist  International .  H e  was also  
coordinating foreign help to the thousands of 
victims of Pinochet's regime in Chile, and 
helping to engineer the international climate 
which came to regard Pinochet as a political 
pariah. 

He travelled the world from Wellington to 
Luxembourg and from Caracas to Helsinki. A 
proof of his effectiveness lay in the fact that 
the Chilean dictatorship did not allow him 
back into his country until 1987. 

Early iri 1983 he ca me to London as secretary 
for Latin America and the Caribbean at the SI 
secretariat, then in St. John's Wood. In 1985 
he became assistant general secretary, and was 
elected general secretary at the 1989 Congress 
in the Swedish capital where he had spent 
some years. 

As an SI general secretary in the 1990s, Ayala 
seems certain to be called on to help the 
expansion of the International in new areas of 
the world and towards new political goals. 

The question of the ecological future has 
taken its place beside the other crucial SI topics 
of peace, disarmament, social justice and 
democracy. As a region, Central and Eastern 
Europe has taken on a great deal of importance 
for the SI. He is also keen to spread the work of 
the International in Asia and the Pacific. 

Unsurprisingly, Ayala feels that the SI is up 
to the political task it has set itself. 'The SI is 
a global organisation which embraces parties 
and organisations from every latitude, from 
the most diverse cultures and traditions, 
demonstrating that democratic socialism is an 
alternative all over the world', he comments. 

At 41, Luis Ayala wears his black hair shorter 
than when he was leader of the socialist youth 
of the world. And it is beginning to be flecked 
with grey. 
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Michael Foot reviews .... 

Michael Manley 
the Making of a 
Leader 

by Darrell E Levi

London, Andre Deutsch, 1 989 
320pp, ISBN O 233 948 72 0 

Jamaican politics in modern 
times have had a significant 
fascination all their own, and 
whether it is that the island 
has created the personalities 
or the personalities have put 
their special imprint on the 
island, we must leave the 
marxists to determine. Today, 
few other countries have such 
an attractive prime minister 
as Michael Manley. He might 
lead with distinction any 
socialist government in the 
world, and it is certainly good 
that the present worthwhile 
and reliable interim biography 
should have been made 
available. 

I hope I may be excused for 
recalling my own introduction 
to the scene. It happened in 

1948 or thereabouts, when I 
had the chance to attend an 
election meeting, one of the 
most justly remarkable in my 
life, addressed by Alexander 
Bustamante, the creator of 
Jamaica's Labour Party- which, 
of course, was not really a 
Labour Party at all. It was rather 
a rapidly assembled populist 
organisation, created in the 
image of Bustamante himself. 

He was an inspired mob 
orator; he could stir great 
emotions; he could touch on 
the raw when he wished the 
anti-imperialist instincts of his 
listeners. 

He also had all the gifts of 
an US Tammany boss and a 
sure understanding of how 
money greased the political 
machine. He had a sense of 
humour which as often as not 
was turned against his leading 
opponent, Norman Manley. He 
made at least four separate 
speeches at the meeting when 
I heard him, and each touched 
a fresh chord or fresh depths. 

'We shall follow Bustamante 
ti II we die', sang the cheerful 
swaying crowd. But in fact they 
did not. Gradually they were 
converted by the persistent, 
skllful advocacy of Norman 
Manley, who was a true 
democratic socialist in every 
fibre of his being and who 
founded and led a genuine 
socialist party. Jamaica indeed 
seemed much too small a place 
to contain such formidable 
political rivals. Every argument 
in every home resolved itself 
into a debate about the 
personalities of the two 
leaders. 

What Jamaica needed, and 
what the rest of the West Indies 
needed, and what indeed so 
m u c h  o f  t h e  so-c a l l e d 
undeveloped world needed 
over a period of years, was the 
firm a pp Ii cation of collectivist 
policies which could offer 
some guarantee for their 
economies and some chance 
of lifting their peoples from 
chronic, deep-seated poverty. 
If he had had the proper 
chance, Norman Manley could 
have helped to lead his people 
along that road better than 
anyone and he could have done 
it without all the impositions 

and encumbrances and perils 
of the one-party state. 

The chance was lost and not 
at all  t h r o u g h  Norman 
Manley's fault. I t  was the 
western world, and more 
especially the US world, with 
its worship of money and the 
marke t ,  which wre cked 
Norman Manley's vision. The 
moral was not lost on his son 
Michael, who combined his 
father's clarity with his 
m o t h e r's p a s s i o n a n d  
compassion, and who became, 
i f  conceivable,  a better  
democratic socialist than any 
of them. He never lost sight of 
the poverty he saw all around 
him and what he analysed as 
its cause. 

Then he  and the truly 
socialist party he had shaped 
had their chance • and lost it. 
Amid scenes of frustration and 
violence, with the pressures 
mounting from every quarter, 
the old corrupt Bustamante 
forces reasserted their mastery 
and looked as if they might 
impose their will for ever. 
Could such bitter lessons ever 
be learnt? 

Ten years later, as these pages 
graphically explain, the 
chance has come again - not 
solely through Manley's action 
and persistence, but without 
him and his tradition and his 
inspiration, what would have 
been possible? This is an 
interim biography. It could be 
nothing other. It describes, 
w i t h  m u c h  e s s e n t i a l  
b a c kg r o u n d  a v a i l a b l e  
elsewhere, how a real leader 
faces a tremendous challenge 
which can affect the influence 
of socialism everywhere. 

Michael Foot is former 
leader of the British 
Labour Party 
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Clandestine in Chile 
by Gabriel Garcfa 
Marquez 

translated from Spanish 
by Asa Zatz 

London, Granta Books, 1989 
11 Opp, ISBN 0 14 014015 8 

This is a book about illusions. 
First and foremost the illusion 
of political power based solely 
on violence. In 1973 Pinochet 
came to power through an 
exceptionally murderous 
coup, which not only left the 
elected president dead on the 
floor of his office, but threw 
the whole country into years 
of executions, torture and 
exile; and yet when in 1985 an 
international  f i lm crew 
u n d e r t o o k  t o  m a k e  a
d o c umentary about  the
situ a tlon in Chile it was clear
that Pinochet's counter
revolution had failed.

It had failed to undermine 
the hold of Allende on the 
people who had known him, 
f irst  as a parliamentary 
candidate and finally as 
president. The film crew led 
by Miguel Littin found that 
the backstreets of the poverty
stricken cities of Chile, the 
poblaciones, could be described 
as l iberated  t e r r i t o r i e s  
dominated by a culture of 
subversion which the regime 
had failed to eliminate. 
Pinochet had declared in 1973 
that he would stay in power 
until, as Marquez puts it, 'the 
last vestige of the democratic 
system had been erased from 

the memory of the new 
generation.' In fact, as the 
events of 1989 in Chile have 
shown, he has failed in his 
Ii fe's work. 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez bases 
this narrative of Littin's 
extraordinary adventure on 
long conversations with the 
Chilean director. It is perhaps 
ironic that Littin had made 
his name through his ability 
to depict on the screen scenes 
of ferociously bloody violence 
and intense political struggle. 
It was this which literally saved 
his life in the terrifying days 
which followed Pinochet's 
coup. Finding himself on the 
point of arrest and likely 
summary execution at his place 
of work, the Chile Films Office 
in Santiago, he had an al most 
surrealistic experience. The 
soldier who was about to arrest

him turned out to be a film 
buff and asked Littin how he 
m a n a g e d  t o  g i v e  t h e  
impression in his movies of 
real blood coming out of real 
wounds. This distraction from 
the business of repression 
p r o vi d e d  a m o m e n t  o f  
confusion and the opportunity 
for Littin to escape with his 
wife, who had come to the 
film offices in order to collect 
her husband's body, having 
been informed that he was 
already dead. 

The book exposes the illusion 
of peace and tranquillity which 
dictatorial regimes like to 
create. It destroys the illusion 
that the Chicago school of 
economics  had brought 
prosperity and a stronger 
Chilean economy. Perhaps the 
most remarkable illusion of 
this slim volume is the way it 
manages to compress so much 
information about politics, 
economics and society into so 
few pages. As always with 
Marquez, there is a touch of 
humour to relieve the tension 
of the narrative, in this case 
through a series of rather odd
sounding subtitles, such as 'I 
congratulate you on being a 
Uruguayan' ,  or  'A long 
donkey's tail for Pinochet'! 

Sometimes when novelists 
stray into the field of political 
writing their talent is either 
wasted or fails to live up to the 

reader's expectation. In this 
case the author will not 
disappoint his admirers. The 
book is extremely informative 
and, if it is possible to describe 
such a frightening experience 
as Littin's amusingly, then 
Marquez certainly succeeds in 
doing so. 

Perhaps the saddest part of 
the book concerns the visit of 
Littfn and his film crew to the 
Plaza Sebastuin Acevedo in 
Concepci6n. Acevedo was a 
coal miner who set himself on 
fire in protest at the arrest and 
torture of his son and daughter, 
who were released after his 
death. After recounti,ng their 
story, Marquez rapidly changes 
the subject, describing in detail 
why 'it's not so easy to get a 
shave in Concepcion.' In the 
en idst of tragedy life goes on, 
and sometimes the many rs are 
the victors. Acevedo in the end 
defeated Pinochet, just as 
Palach in Prague eventually 
defeated Brezhnev. 

Enrique Bar6n is the 
president of the European 
Parliament 
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Manlfeste pour une 
Fin de Slecle Obscure 
by Max Gallo 

Paris, Editions Odile Jacob, 
1990 208pp 
ISBN 738100 77 5 

It is a deep and dangerous 
impudence to open a notice 
by sayingthat your author does 
not understand the twentieth 
century. And an absurdity, 
perhaps, to then proceed to 
praise his book. Max Gallo, 
t h e  well-known French 
Socialist member of the 
European Parliament, here 
provides an analysis of all that 
has happened to the last four 
human generat ions; an 
a n a lys i s  w h i c h  is  s o  
spectacularly flawed as to be 
positively exotic, and in the 
same breath, a sermon about 
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the business of socialism as 
moving and as true as any you 
could hear. How can such a 
g r e at c o n t r a d i c t i o n  b e  
contained in such a short book'! 

Let us look at what is wrnng. 
Max Gallo believes that Marx 
is still right in his teachings 
about the destructive power 
o f  c a p i t a l i s m .  ln f a c t ,
according t o  Gallo, Marx
taught us all we really need to
know about the explosive
contradictions of capitalism
which lead ineluctably to
exploitation, misery and war.
These contradictions do not
evaporate with the death of
Soviet communism; on the
contrary, what is all too
apparent is that capitalism
continues to thwart human
development on a global scale
and that communism was a
ghastly, incompetent way of
fighting it. Rather in the
incantatory manner of some
preacher, Max Gallo explains
the entire history of our
century - World War 1, the
rise of fascism, racialism, the
holocaust, nuclear explosions,
S talinism, environmental
decay, religious fundament
alism - by exclusive reference
to the corrupting power of
market forces.

One is no less of a socialist 
for taking such a posture as 
totally absurd. F:>r one thing, 
across our century, the very 
word capitalism has changed 
meaning. It is hardly the same 
phenomenon now to Neil 
Kinnock as it once was to 
Jaures, as it once was to Marx 
himself. To treat it as the same 
would be to  ignore the 
revolution which took place 
over fifty years ago inside 
c a p i t a l i s m  i t s e l f  (m a s s  
p r o d u c t i o n  f o r  m a s s  
consumption) and, more 
disturbingly, to deny the very 
successes of social democracy 
in Europe. Furthermore, the 
clash of economic forces 
simply does not provide a neat, 
comprehensive explanation of 
life and history, no matter how 
hard you squeeze the facts to 
make them fit. Max Gallo 
attacks the naive economism 
ofothers. He should think hard 
about what he writes himself. 
Did the pure class struggle 

really create the Ayatollah? Did 
capitalism sustain apartheid 
on its own? Is Russian anti
semitism the doing of US 
multinationals? Allons, Max, 
laisse tomber! 

So, why the praise? Because 
socialism needs its priests, its 
zealots, its angry voices. In the 
l e d g e r  o f  t rue  his tory ,
somebody has to count the cost
of human misery, to quantify
every cruelty, to value every
cry. The economic success of
so  m a n y  countr ies  and
companies has an invariable
connection with exploitation
and injustice. Even when that
success is shared by the mass
of people - through the
insistence of socialists - in the 
place where it comes to rest,
the inhumanities on which it
was built are not to be erased
from our folk memory.

Max Gallo is right to preach. 
Socialists have no right to be 
at peace with the world, 
whichever way one defines 
c a p i t a l i s m .  H o w e v e r  
controlled the system, one 
c a n n o t  a c c e p t  i t  a s  a 
civilisation, as a way of life. 
Socialists cannot exult, even 
in these heady days In Europe, 
in any feeling of ideological 
achievement while flies fill 
hungry babies' eyes in rancid 
shanties and while migrant 
workers know an alienation 
Marx predicted all too vividly 
right in the heart of our 
economic miracles. 

Max Gallo is a pluralist and 
a humanist, and a man with a 
big heart. The stark foolishness 
of his perspective of history 
subtracts oddly little from an 
effectively passionate call to 
ideological arms. Socialists are 
to be neither seduced by those 
who see in the current 
conjuncture of  world events 
'the end of history' (the 
permanent triumph of liberal 
capitalism) nor mesmerised by 
those who see in the fall of 
c o m m u n i s m  t h e  f i n a l  
confirmation that socialism 
must compromise itself out of 
existence. The socialist agenda 
is as long, as pressing as ever it 
was in a world ridden with 
'l'inegalite qui opprime et tue, 
pour le profit de quelques-uns'. 

It is no bad thing to be 

brought back to the old 
simplicities ,  as the best 
a n t i d o t e  t o  t h e  n e w  
complacencies. Any socialist 
administration will only be as 
strong as its socialist ethic. 
Socialism needs its priests, 
simply to survive. 

A peculiar read, distractingly 
misguided, yet uplifting. I am 
not sure that Gallo's hero 
Jaures (the best kind of hero) 
would have wholly approved. 
But I am sure he would, 
nonetheless, have led the 
applause. 

James Murphy is the Editor 
of Socialist Affairs' Books 
Section 

The Time of my Life 
by Denis Healey 

London, Michael Joseph, 1989 
592pp, ISBN 0 7181 3114 2 

The autobiography of one of European 
socialism's leading figures is a comjpelling and 
colourful read. Of special interest lis the story 
of Denis Healey's contribution to the post-war 
development of the Socialist lotemational. 

Fight for the Fore.st 
by Chico Mendes and Tony Gross 

London, Latin America Bureau, 1989 
96pp, ISBN O 906 156 51 3 

The London-based Latin America Bureau has 
an excellent record of producing books about 
Latin American life which are both accessible 
and instructive. This short study of the life 
and work of the late Chico Mendes, founder of 
the Brazilian rubber-tappers' union and 
protector of Amazonia, is another fine 
production. 

Tlananmen: the Rape of JPeklng 
by Michael Fathers and Andrew 
Higgins 

London, New York, Toronto, Sydney, 
Auckland,The lndependent/Doubledlay, 1989 
148pp, ISBN O 385 40022 5

This early, breathless account of the tragedy 
of Tiananmen Square conveys miuch of the 
drama of those terrible days in Jfune 1989. 
Excellent colour photographs. J.M.
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HECTOR OQUELI 

Hector Oqueli Colindres was kidnapped in Guatemala City on 

12 January 1990 and found shot in the face near the Salvadorean 

frontier the next day. His friend Victor Valle writes this 

appreciation of the Secretary of the Socialist International 

Committee for Latin America and the Caribbean and Deputy 

Secretary General of the Movimiento Nacional Revolucionario - one

of El Salvador's most prominent socialists. 

A. human life well lived out is an example to others. The life of Hector Oqueli
was such a life.

He was a politician who always sought consensus in a country where that was 
not often the rule. He was alert to the human side of politics in a country where 
that was often ignored. Serious in public, often irreverent in private, he was 
both modest and prudent. 
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Hector's first steps into politics came shortly after the foundation of the MNR 
in 196 7. As a student leader of 23 he headed the students' effort in the 
municipal elections of 1968. Their candidate lost but Hector's lifelong 
commitment to the ballot box as the best test of the popular will was forged. 

By the end of. the year he had become the vice president of AGEUS, the 
Salvadorean students' movement. As the MNR grew to maturity, Hector was 
increasingly keen that the young recruits to the party did not grow up in the 
style of dark-suited verbal diarrhoea which was the common currency in the 
politics of our country. When I quit El Salvador for a period of study in 
Pennsylvania I left a parcel of books which would serve as the basis of a library 
for the political education of new members of our party. I have kept the receipt 
for the 61 books - Marx, Bosch, Engels, de Gortari among others - which Hector 
signed. 

He was by now deeply immersed in educational extension work at the 
University of El Salvador, but he took time during the 1972 elections to work 
for the victory of Guillermo Manuel Ungo, the vice-presidential candidate of 
the broad UNO opposition front which grouped the Salvadorean Communist 
Party and the Christian Democracts with the MNR. 

After the failure of that electoral effort Hector went on with his doctoral 
studies in jurisprudence and social science, until in 1972 the government of 
Colonel Arturo Armando Molina put the troops into the University. That was 
the signal for him to quit his country, go to England and complete his studies 
at the London School of Economics. He started collaborating with the SI and 
when the Latin America and Caribbean committee was first launched he was 
the clear choice for its first secretary, a job which gave him invaluable 
experience in the field of practical international politics. 

In 1979, after an apparently democratic coup by the armed forces briefly 
opened up the possibility of a progressive government in El Salvador, Hector 
was appointed deputy foreign minister. But the hopes quickly faded and with 
the rest of his democratic colleagues he was out of government within months. 

In opposition he became a member of the political and diplomatic commission 
of the FDR-FMLN which co-ordinated the joint action of the armed and the 
political wings of the Salvadorean opposition. The time he did not spend 
arguing and lobbying the cause of a free and democratic El Salvador he kept for 
his academic work in the realm of social studies. 

Last year he made the brave decision to take his life in his hands, braving the 
death squads and returning to stand on the common platform of the Convergencia 
Democratica in the March elections. 

Hector was never one of those politicians who was always avid to see his name 
in lights or his signature in print. Many of his thoughts and writings were 
published as the collective thought of the academic and political bodies of 
which he was a member. 

Hector Oqueli was not a man for cliches and dogma but he was firm in his 
commitment to justice and democracy. For those reasons, those who feared 
they would lose their long established privileges, the same forces of evil which 
had already killed the Jesuits in San Salvador, killed him. 

But the power of his example and fruit of his political work live on. He will 
be there when Salvadoreans recover their country and when, as it says in the 
Book of Proverbs, 'the honest men govern and the people rejoice.' 



Gloria Steinem recalls 

the life and work of 

Michael Harrington 

who died last summer. 
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A BRIDGE OF EMPATHY 

Until his death lastjuly, I'd known the pre-eminent US socialist, Mike Harrington,
for 30 years, and I suppose I always understood he was irreplaceable. 

Who else could bring disparate people together across bridges of empathy and 
new ideas? Who else expected us to be so much better than we were that we 

became better? Who was so 
pragmatic and idealistic, full 
of feeling and full of ideas, 
aware of the past and visionary 
about the future, that he
became both a head and a heart
of a world-wide political
movement? 

I knew all that, but I still did
not know how much his final
going would break my heart. I
write this not because Mike's 
first book, 'The Other America',
d o c u m e n t i n g  t h e  v a s t
unacknowledged poverty in
our land, unsettled John F
Kennedy's administration
almost 30 years ago and
sparked the War on Poverty
under Lyndon Johnson, or 
because his thirteen other 
b o o k s  a n d  t i r e l e s s  
o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  w o r k
p r o m o t i n g  d e m o c r a t i c
socialism continue to have 
national and international 
influence. 

I write simply because I
would like your heart to break a little too. First because Mike was worth it. And
second because you will be a little more aware of what Mike did best. 

Here is a story he told at a tribute for him at the Roseland ballroom just over
a year ago, when, as he battled with a recurrence of cancer, we knew his time
might be short but still hoped it would not. It is a parable of what could be. 

'In desert societies, water is so precious that it is money. People connive and
I fight and die over it; governments covet it; marriages are even made and broken

because of it. If you were to talk to people who have known only that desert and 
I tell them that in the city there are public water fountains and that children turn 

on the fire hydrants in the summer and frolic in the water, they would be sure 
you were crazy. 

'They would assume that, at night, people must come out of their houses to 
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fill buckets and hoard water. For they know, with an existential certitude, that 
it is human nature to fight over water. It is in our genes. 

'Our problem is that humankind has lived now for several millennia in 

24 deserts of various kinds. Our minds and emotions are conditioned by that bitter
experience. There are some who loathe to leave behind the consolation of 
familiar brutalities; there are others who in one way or another would like to 
impose the law of the desert upon the Promised Land. 

'Yet there are signs that we are, without really having planned it that way, 
marching out of the desert. We are beginning to know that we can end the 
invidious competition and venality which we had come to think were inseparable 
from our humanity. You and I accept the fact of societies in which at least one 
doesn't die of thirst. Water is the one thlng which has been socialised. 
Hoarding it, fighting over it, marrying for it, are not part of human nature after 
all because we have confidence that it will be shared. 

'So why can't we go a little further and imagine societies in which each person 
also has food and shelter? In which everybody has an education and a chance 
to know their value? Why not?' 

At the Roseland listening to Mike were leaders of his own and other countries, 
organisers, writers, labourers, poets, entrepreneurs - all the disparate groups of 
people who were united by their good hearts and thelr debts of gratitude to 
him. 

I could feel in that room a new space opening up for a future none of us had 
seen. He had made a new place in our imagination, a place we might have 
scoffed at as being outside human nature. Mike had worked his magic by raising 
our hopes of what human nature could be. 

Perhaps if each of us becomes some of what he was, then he will always be 
alive. 

HERBERT WEHNER 

One of the principal architects of post-war German social democracy, Herbert 
Wehner, died in Bonn on 19 January at the age of 83. Given a state memorial 
service as a 'great German patriot', he lived just long enough to see his goal of 
German reunification through democratic processes come into clear view. 

Born in Dresden (in what became East Germany), Wehner was an internationally 
active communist in the l 930s but became a convert to democratic socialism 
while in exile in Sweden during the war. Opting for West Germany in 1946, he 
joined the Social Democratic Party (SPD), was elected to the federal parliament 
in 1949 and quickly achieved national prominence as a dedicated and forceful 
politician seeking to steer the party towards governmental responsibility. 

Wehner played a major role in securing the passage of the J 959 Godesberg 
Programme, in which the SPD finally abandoned its old Marxist doctrines. He 
was also a principal architect of the 1966-69 grand coalition between the Social 
Democrats and Christian Democrats, in which he served as minister for all
German affairs. When Willy Brandt became chancellor in 1969, Wehner 
switched to the leadership of the SPD parliamentary party, having also become 
a party deputy chairman. On his retirement from politics, after the SPD's 1983 
election defeat, his farewell advice to the party was that the route back to power 
lay in accommodation with the centre. 

Gloria Steinem is a founder 
and contributing editor of Ms

Magazine and a leader in the 
US feminist movement. She is 
an honorary national co-chair 

of Democratic Socialists of 
America. 



Socialist International Women chose 

for its most recent Bureau meeting, 22 

November 1989 in Geneva, the theme 

'Prevention of Sexual Exploitation - A 

Challenge for Action', carrying out 

the Action Programme we adopted at 

the SIW Conference in June 1989, 

Stockholm. We publish here the 

speeches held at the meeting because 

they are rich in information and 

proposals for action. 

Publisher and Editor 
Marla Rodriguez-Jonas 

Anita Gradin 

SEXUAL EXPLOITATION 

- AN INDUSTRY

When the SIW Executive met in Tokyo in September 1989, we decided that at 
our next Bureau meeting we would discuss the international sex industry. The 
urgency of this question was demonstrated in Tokyo. At the seminar arranged 
by our sisters in the JSP and DSP on the topic of How can women be effective in 
politics?, many speakers urged action against humiliating and violent treatment 
of women and children, both because this question is, in itself, of deep concern 
to women, and also because Japan had recently experienced the terrifying 
murders of four or five small girls by a man who had apparently been inspired 
by some thousands of violent pornographic videos, later found by police in his 
home. 

The sex industry not only exploits women and children for commercial 
purposes, it also incites further violence and harrassment. 

At the Socialist International Congress in Stockholm in June 1989, we 
adopted a Platform on Human Rights: Humanitarian Action. 1 should like to 
quote from this document: 'Human rights are an international responsibility, and 
universal in character. They are equally important throughout the world, and they all 
apply regardless of gender, religious belief or race. The right to live with mental and 
physical integrity is as fundamental in the developing countries as it is in the 
industrialised world.' 

There is a growing awareness - also in the international field - of the huge 
problems of sexual exploitation of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography. In the Council of Europe a special committee was set up in 1987 
to look into the matter and propose possible forms of action. The United 
Nations Universal Declaration on the Rights of the Child also includes provisions 
aimed at the prevention of sexual exploitation. In many countries legislation 
and social programmes exist to prevent the exploitation of children - and of 
women. 
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In Sweden we have had discussions on how to counteract prostitution. It is 
forbidden by law for young people under the age of 18 to work as prostitutes 
and also for adults when the prostitute is 'in a state of helplessness'. In other 

11, cases, we believe that effective 
social measures are more efficient 
than the criminalisation of 
prostitution as such. 

Another way of counteracting 
prostitution is  through· the 
prohibition of public showing of 
pornographic films and videos and 
of pornographic live shows. 

The very existence of this 
phenomenon counteracts efforts 
towards equality between women 
and men and also undermines real 
sexual freedom founded on mutual 
respect and solidarity. Therefore, 
it is important for society to state 
that this is not acceptable. 

Swedish  l a w  forbids  the  
circulation of pornographic 
pictures of children, the penalty 
being fines or up to six months 
imprisonment. The public display 
of pornographic pictures in 
general is also illegal. 

Since the beginning of 1989, 
penalties are also incurred for olaga 
vdldsskildring (t he illegal 
depiction of violence). This means 
that the distribution of pictures, 
f i l m s ,  v i d e o s ,  t e l e v i s i o n  
programmes or other moving 
pictures (rorliga bilder) is illegal if 
sexual violence or force is 
depicted. 

There has been a lively debate 
on the censorship in general of 
videos. As you are all aware, this 
is a delicate matter, closely 
connected with the whole 
question of freedom of  expression. 

What is really important is that 
the laws passed are enforced, 
which presupposes awareness on 
the part of the police and of the 
public. Social Democratic women 
In Stockholm have carried out 
their own successful campaigns, 
hiring and demonstrating porno 
videos which they then hand over 
to the public prosecutor. 

However, no single country can 
solve the problems of violence and pornography on its own. The sex industry 
today is an international one, with large sums of money circulating. A few 
years ago, a Norwegian film maker made a documentary on how children were 
being used, abused and killed by the sex industry. This documentary attracted 
wide attention and made people aware of things which most of them did not 
even want to think were possible. 

For us as democratic socialists and feminists, this disgraceful reality is a 
challenge. If we do not stand up for abused children and women, who will? 
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Helen Boesterud 

CHILDREN - VICTIMS 

OF SEXUAL ABUSE 

There were two reasons why when I was Minister of Justice in Norway I began 
a kind of personal crusade against the sexual abuse of children: 

Firstly, I consider the sexual abuse of children to be one of the most serious 
in the dark catalogue of human crimes, and a very serious violation of the 
human rights of defenceless persons. 

Secondly, this serious crime highlights another very serious problem: the 
tragic conditions in general of millions of poor children in many countries of 
the world. This I consider to be one of the main problems of the world today. 

In recent years we have become aware that the problem of sexual exploitation 
of children is enormous. It is a problem in industrialised, as well as developing 
countries. It takes the form of child prostitution, the production of child 
pornography, trafficking in children, and sexual abuse in the family or 
community. We should keep in mind that sexual abuse of children and young 
persons, in its various forms, is often closely linked with other kinds of criminal 
activity, such as gambling, theft, arms and drug trafficking, etc. Likewise, 
trafficking in children for the purpose of sexual abuse sometimes has close 
connections with illegal adoption or with child labour. These sad facts underline 
the great complexity of the problem we are facing. Add to that the profit 
potential of sexual exploitation, and it becomes clear that the combatting of 
sexual abuse deserves our closest attention. Sexual exploitation has serious 
effects on the physical and mental health of a child, as well as on his or her 
social development. 

Given these sad facts, it is urgent that governments, politicians, governmental 
and non governmental organisations focus on the problem and take action to 
combat it. 

We could perhaps divide the possible measures to combat sexual exploitation 
of children into four main groups: 

Firstly, measures aimed at the population as a whole, including the authorities 
at various levels. Experience has shown us that it is sometimes necessary to stir 
up strong indignation among the people in order to rouse the authorities to 
action. 

Secondly, measures - both prevention and assistance - aimed at the children 
themselves. 

Thirdly, measures aimed directly at potential and actual child abusers. 
Finally, measures aimed at those who profit from the sexual exploitation of 

children. 
I shall examine more closely the possible measures aimed at the various 

groups, and mention some initiatives taken by the Norwegian authorities. 

Information 

The spread of information, both at national and international level, is 
fundamental. Public opinion must be roused to implement the measures 
necessary to combat the sexual exploitation of children. 

A Norwegian-produced film called 'Throw-away Children', made last year, 
aimed to open people's eyes to the enormous dimensions of the problem. It has 
been shown on television in Norway and in several other countries. And I have 
noticed with satisfaction that the film has been followed everywhere by wide 

27 



28 

WOMEN & POLITICS 

Prevention of Sexual Exploitation 

discussion. Now a new, follow-up film called 'Let's talk about it', has also been 
produced. This film provides more extensive information on what can be done 
when the suspicion arises that a child is being sexually abused. 

Special information and education must be aimed at those occupational 
groups who deal with children. In Norway, an educational package has been 
prepared for this purpose. Using video, slides, course booklets and a textbook, 
it aims to increase knowledge about sexual abuse and to improve the cooperation 
between occupational groups who may be concerned: police, health authorities, 
schoolteachers, etc., on the disclosure and treatment of cases of sexual abuse, 
across the boundaries of different authorities and professions. 

It is important that we gain more knowledge of these problems. There is still 
much we do not know, and there are still some people who even deny that 
sexual abuse of children is a problem. Only reliable data will convince such 
people. For these reasons it is important that the authorities facilitate research. 
The Norwegian authorities, through various ministries, are supporting a 
number of research projects, of which I would like to mention two. 

The first is a project aimed at charting the extent and nature of sexual abuse 
and forms of exploitation to which children and adolescents in Norway may 
be subjected, and at gaining an over-view of the routines and problems of the 
existing treatment and support systems. This research has shown us, among 
other things, that a large group of the Norwegian population (approximately 
13 per cent) has been exposed to some form of sexual abuse in childhood. 

The second project I would like to mention is a study recently concluded by 
the Norwegian Save the Children Organisation, with the support of the 
Norwegian Directorate for Development Cooperation (NORAD), of sexual 
exploitation of children in selected developing countries. This study was 
carried out in close collaboration with local organisations in those countries; 
and data were collected partly through interviews with children who were 
being sexually exploited. 

Measures aimed at children 

Legislative measures, for example, should be considered. This is important 
because the law provides a signal of the authorities' assessment of which 
interests demand protection, and what kind of behaviour cannot be tolerated. 

With this in mind, in Norway, it is not regarded as sufficient that the penal 
code prohibit sexual relations with minors (under the age of 16). A general ban 
on the illtreatment of children has also recently been introduced (Section 30, 
Paragraph 3, of the Act relating to Children). Furthermore the obligation to 
prevent incest has been extended by introducing an obligation to report if one 
is aware that incest involving a child up to the age of 16 is likely to occur

(Section 139 of the Norwegian Penal Code). 
We have also extended the range of our criminal code, so that sexual abuse 

committed by a Norwegian citizen can be prosecuted in Norway regardless of 
the country in which the crime took place. 

This is quite an efficient legal remedy against child abusers masquerading as 
tourists abroad, especially when we can cooperate with the local police in the 
country concerned. 

Another type of preventive measure is based on breaking the silence and 
secrecy surrounding sexual exploitation, and teaching children that they have 
the right of determination over their own bodies. 

Through the Norwegian 'Safe and Strong' project pre-school teachers, school 
teachers and other occupational groups concerned are trained in how to teach 
children to protect themselves against sexual abuse. The children are taught 
in which situations it is acceptable and in which it is unacceptable for grown
ups to touch the child's sexual organs. They are trained to tell about sexual 
contacts and unsafe situations they have experienced, and they are told where 
they can seek help. 

In 1987 the Ministry of]ustice set up a working group to clarify and evaluate 
rules and routines for the investigation of incest cases. In its report the 
working group stressed among other things that cooperation between the 
police and prosecuting authorities and the treatment and support systems 
must be improved. 

The police in Oslo have specially equipped rooms with colourful decor, toys, 
videos and the necessary equipment to investigate incest cases in a way that 
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makes the child feel safe. Efforts are now being made to establish joint teams 
in every municipality and every region. It is important that these teams work 
together from the beginning. Then the police may proceed with the evidence 
already obtained, and the child does not have to tell his or her story again and 29
again. 

It is important that the child receives follow-up assistance in the form of 
therapy and the like. In Norway funds have been allocated (3 million kroner in 
1989) for the establishment of treatment services in the country's five health 
regions. In addition, self-help groups for victims of incest are supported. 

However, when one is aware of the desperate economic situation in which 
many children in developing countries live, and which forces them into 
prostitution, the Ideas behind the 'Safe and Strong' project certainly seem 
inadequate as a preventive measure in those countries, and in many cases 
difficult to carry through. In order to keep these children away from prostitution, 
one must first and foremost seek to improve the economic situation of the 
poorest people. One must also implement information campaigns in the places 
where recruitment of children for prostitution takes place, ensuring, for example, 
that parents are warned of the perils perhaps awaiting children sent away from 
home. 

Further, one must attempt to give street children other options than making 
a living by prostitution. It is important to bear in mind those children at risk 
of being coerced (be it physically or economically) into prostitution, when 
preparing strategies for development assistance. 

The methods used and recommendations made by those involved in carrying 
out investigations on behalf of the Norwegian Save the Children Organisation, 
deserve attention in this connection. Following these recommendations, the 
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD) aims to increase 
training for organisations receiving their assistance for work with children in 
developing countries, so that those organisations become better equipped to 
help children who are subjected to sexual abuse. 

Measures aimed at potential abusers, 
and persons who abuse children sexually 

At the preventive level, information and education are the key words. The great 
majority of abusers are men. Attempts must be made to implement campaigns 
aimed at changing attitudes in order to create greater respect for children's 
right of self-determination and increased awareness of what damaging effects 
such abuse has on children. 

Measures designed to put an end to child pornography would also, to the 
extent that they succeed, have a preventive effect. This is one of the reasons 
why the importing of pornography intended for distribution was recently made 
an offence in Norway. 

Men who abuse children sexually must be stopped and they must be prosecuted. 
This is a serious crime and must be treated as such. Much would be gained in 
this area if, through international cooperation, we could harmonise legislation 
so that child abusers were not able to find a safe haven in other countries; if 
police forces in different countries freely exchanged information and there 
were agreements concerning the prosecution of criminals charged with the 

I abuse of children, regardless of where the abuse took place. 

Measures designed to stop those who 
profit from sexual exploitation of children 

Those who encourage and profit from sexual exploitation of children include 
the dealers, the brothel-owners, the producers of pornography, the arrangers of 
sex tours. 

In this area, legislation and law enforcement are crucial. International 
cooperation regarding legislation and investigation is extremely important. In 
that connection I would like to emphasise the vital role which INTERPOL could 
play in such cooperation. I take a positive view of the increased efforts of 
INTERPOL in recent years, arranging , amongst other things, two symposia on 
the theme. 

In Norway, we also ordered our own Norwegian police liason officers in drug
producing countries to report on Norwegian citizens commiting sexual abuse 
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of children when visiting those countries and to report on any 'export trade' 
m children of which they might become aware. 

I would also like to stress the importance of implementing measures to 
a:>olish organised sex tours, on the part of both those countries whose citizens 
.a.re clients and those which are hosts to such tours. 

finally, a few words about the role which international organisations can 
2Jar in combatting sexual exploitation. On Norwegian and Nordic initiative, 
:his question has become a priority area within the Council of Europe. A Select 
Committee of Experts on Sexual Exploitation, Pornography and Prostitution 
of, and Trafficking in, Children and Young Adults, has been established. The 
committee is working on charting the extent of sexual abuse of children in the 
member countries, and is preparing proposals for legal measures which could 
:emedv the situation. 

,\s re'gards the United Nations' system, I was pleased to note that the Working 
Group on Contemporary Forms of Slavery, at its session in August 1989 in 
Geneva, placed as the main theme on the agenda the prevention of sale of 
cili.ldren. child pornography and child prostitution. In order to support as 
suongly as possible this praiseworthy initiative, I myself took part in the 
session. But further support and pressure is needed to make the problem of 
sexual exploitation of children a subject of high priority within the UN. In my 
opinion. there should be one particular UN body responsible for coordination 
of acrh-ities in this field. It should collect and disseminate documentation on 
sexual exploitation of children, and.should initiate information and education 
campaigns directed towards various target groups. 

The potential of the United Nations Specialised Agencies should also be 
�xamined, with a view to assessing how they may help in the prevention of 
se7<ua) exploitation and in the rehabilitation of exploited children. 

Also within the UN one should look at how to achieve harmonisation of 
le-islation in this area. It is important that the law does not criminalise the 
activities of the child, but does criminalise the activities of customers, procurers 
and other abusers. It would also be desirable to have regulations ensuring that 
orofits horn sexual exploitation of children are confiscated, so that such 
p;ofits cannot be secured by taking them out of the country, and also ensuring 
:hat :he abusers and procurers are not safe from prosecution anywhere. It is 
also important to examine more closely how sex tourism can be prevented, and 
-·hat legislative measures could be used.

However, legislation alone cannot solve any problem. Laws cannot make
men see things differently. Close attention must be paid to achieving more 
international cooperation on the enforcement of law in this field, for instance 
t exchange of information between law enforcement agencies in different 
c unuies. 

In addition to these measures, the passing of the UN's Draft Convention on 
tne Rights of the Child is a significant step in the direction of safeguarding 
children against sexual exploitation. Article 34 of the Convention requires 
st.ues to protect children from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual 
abuse. The Convention establishes a system of supervision of the implementation 
o!' the obligations which it imposes. This could and should be used actively to 
monitor the state of affairs regarding sexual exploitation of children. I hope 
:hat now the Convention has been passed, many states will ratify it. 

The SIW Bureau meeting on this subject, and other such meetings, represent 
an important opportunity to focus on the world-wide problem of sexual 
exploitation of children and to exchange ideas on how to attack this evil. Ideas 
and recommendations coming from such meetings will hopefully lead to 
concrete actions, for the benefit of all the suffering children involved. 

In conclusion, I think quite a lot of work lies ahead of us, at both national and 
m:ernational level. 

This struggle demands political commitment, professional commitment, and 
personal commitment. 

We have to be patient, and we have to be brave. We will continue to meet 
criticism for our commitment to this issue. But we must not let this worry us. 
Such criticism amounts to a defence of attitudes and behaviour which ought to 
be damned, not defended. We must take such criticism as a challenge. 
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WOMEN - TRADED AS SEX SLAVES 

The main task of the Third World Women's Information Centre, of which I was 
the founder in Zurich in 1985, is to offer information and assistance to women 
from developing countries who work in the entertainment business in Switzerland 
or who are married to Swiss men. Another of our tasks is to inform women in 
developing countries who wish to work here about working and living conditions 
in Switzerland. We do this by means of written materials, short radio programmes 
made by Filipino, Thai, Brazilian and Dominican women living in Switzerland 
and through direct contacts with sister organisations in the countries concerned. 

The Centre provides counselling and legal information. The FIZ - as It is called 
from its German name - also works to inform the public, does consciousness
raising, maintains contacts with the police, with lawyers and members of 
parliament and, of course, with other women's organisations. To change 
exploitative structures is one of our main objectives. In this sense, the Information 
Centre regards its work as highly political. 

The Third World Women's Information Centre is an independent organisation 
which is financed by non-governmental organisations, women's organisations, 
churches and individuals. This year for the first time we are seeking financial 
contributions from the city of Zurich, but this would be limited to support for 
our social, counselling work with women. 

The Centre employs three part-time women workers, whose working 
hours total the equivalent of 1.4 full-timers. Our budget is roughly 100,000 
Swiss francs. I am convinced that other countries could do very valuable work 
through organisations similar to our Centre in Zurich. The example of the FIZ 
in Zurich has encouraged friends in Stuttgart to found a similar organisation, 
the FIZ Stuttgart 

We, a small group of women working in NGO's and women's organisations, 
began this work eight years ago, by assisting a woman from the Caribbean in 
bringing charges. She had been lured to Switzerland by a Swiss businessman. He 
promised her a good job, but when she arrived here she was driven directly to 
a private brothel where she was forced to service clients. She was fed on cat food 
and had no contact with the outside world. Two other women arrived with her, 
one of them only 1 S years old at the time. We brought a prosecution against the 
man Involved. The trial lasted for seven years but in the end we were not able 
to get him prosecuted for trafficking in women. 

There are two categories of women who migrate from Asia, Latin America and 
Africa to the rich countries and who are likely to be exploited by the entertainment 
industry: firstly, women who work as go-go girls and/or prostitutes in bars and 
private brothels, some of whom are forced into fake marriages in order to 
facilitate the securing of a work permit, and secondly women who become so 
called 'mail-order brides.' 

The number of women who migrate from developing countries to Switzerland 
in order to work here as go-go girls or prostitutes is increasing. Among the go
go girls most come from Latin America: Brazil and the Dominican Republic. 
Others come from Thailand and the Philippines. Of the ·mail-order brides·. the 
majority come from the Philippines. As it is illegal for foreigners to work as 
prostitutes, women are forced into fake marriages by their pimps and often 
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have to pay sums of up to 20,000 Swiss francs to obtain 
a Swiss passport. 

32 Legal and Illegal Ways 

Women migrate to Switzerland by both legal and illegal 
means, but in most cases these women face exploitation. 

One legal form of migration is when the woman 
receives a contract through an employment agency, 
knowing tn advance what kind of work she will have to 
do, i.e. work as a go-go girl in a bar. Women may apply 
for a permit to stay for eight months in Switzerland as 
'artists'. This provision is intended to cover only genuine 
artists, but the authorities tolerate go-go girls, who are 
registered as a separate category. 

Go-go Girls 

However, it is illegal for an agent to promise a woman a 
good job in Europe as a waitress, hotel employee, servant 
or maid, only for her to realise after her arrival in Europe 
that she has to work as a go-go girl or even in a nightclub, 
a brothel or private club as a prostitute It is also fraud 
when an agent recruits girls and women to work as go
go girls whilst concealing from them that they will have 
to do strip tease and induce customers to order expensive 
alcoholic drinks from the bar. 

Although nothing appears in their contracts about 
enticing customers to buy drinks - since this is prohibited 
in most districts of Switzerland - the encouragement of 
alcohol consumption is in fact a part of their work. A 
dancer, when she is not dancing, is expected to mingle 
with the guests and urge them to order champagne, the 
only drink the women may allow the customers to offer 

CASE STUDY 1 

SWITZERLAND 

Trial Of a Dominican Dealer 

A young woman from the Dominican 
Republic was lured to Switzerland by a 
Dominican dealer, a woman. She was 
promised good work here as a waitress. She 
paid 2,500 Dollars to the dealer for her 
ticket and for services rendered. When she 
realised that her job was to work as go-go 
girl in a Zurich bar, she refused and asked 
for her money back. The dealer refused to 
give her the money back and insisted on her 
fulfilling the contract. The young woman 
reported the case to the police. When 
questioned, the Dominican dealer denied 
having received the 2,500 Dollars from the 
young woman, saying that she had only 
paid 2,500 pesos. 

The young woman from the Dominican 
Republic has maintained her charges. The 
trial is going on. Meanwhile she has returned 
to her country, but she is willing to return 
to Switzerland if necessary. 

them. A 'good' go-go girl is one who sells a lot. On average, the women sell 
6,000 to 8,000 SFr. worth of champagne per month. Of this sum, she receives 
a 10% share, so-called 'cork money'. 

Drinking alcohol makes the women sick. Most of them have stomach problems. 
Many get gastric ulcers and some even tuberculosis. In December 1984, one 
woman died in the Zurich District Hospital, evidently as a result of her working 
conditions. So a vicious circle starts: the more the women have to drink, the 
more vulnerable they become to all kinds of disease. 

Ten years ago, managers of agencies and owners of bars and clubs used to go 
to developing countries in order to recruit personnel for their establishments. 
Nowadays, unfortunately, the women come by themselves, encouraged by a 
sister, a friend or a relative who works here already. They come as tourists and 
apply for work after their arrival. 

Unfortunately, it is also women from the countries of origin who have taken 
over the job of the Swiss procurers. Nowadays, these women do the dirty work 
for the men, and men - bar owners, procurers and customers - profit from the 
women-manageresses and from the foreign go-go girls, prostitutes and wives. 

Foreign Workers of the Lowest Class 

Procurement agencies make a profit from the women. They keep 8% of the 
women's wages, and the service they provide in return consists only of the 
informal procuring of contracts. A go-go girl i5 allowed to work in the same bar 
for only one month; the agencies, however, are not obliged to give the women 
a contract for the whole period of their eight months working permit. So it may 
well happen that a woman becomes jobless between work placements and then 
her savings melt away . If she is unemployed for more than one month she can 
be deported by the immigration authorities. If her new place of work is located 
far from her lodging, she may have to pay double rent because she needs two 
rooms. 

As it is the employer, not the procurer, who is responsible for the women's 
health insurance, it may happen that a woman is not Insured between two 
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assignments. If she gets sick during this period she has to cover all expenses out 
of her own pocket. During the first three days of a new assignment, the owner 
or manager of a nightclub can fire the dancer without giving any reason. 

The average income of a go-go girl is about 3,000 to 4,000 SFr. per month. This 33
is ten times what she would earn for the same work at home and a hundred 
times more than working in a factory or as a housemaid. But the women have 
also heavy expenses. They have to pay high - sometimes excessively high - rents 
for their rooms, studios or apartments. They sometimes over-spend through 
ignorance or because they cannot sp_eak the language. For instance, they take 
a taxi because they do not know how the public transport works or they are 
afraid to use it. All women feel homesick and long for their families, and as they 
have to leave Switzerland for four months after the expiry of their permits, 
most of them return home. But again, this costs a lot of money. All in all it is 
risky, dangerous and insecure work. Only a few succeed in maintaining their 
health and saving enough money for a better life later on. Many hope to marry 
a Swiss man. Others do not want to think of the future at all. 

What Can be Done? 

Sufficient income and development opportunities for women in their own 
countries would certainly be the most effective way to combat today's trafficking 
in women. In the short term however, we think that at least their working and 
living conditions in Europe should be improved and that those who exploit the 
women should be punished. On a larger scale, we should aim to change the 
exploitative structures existing. 

CASE STUDY 2 

SWITZERLAND 

The 'Austrian Connection' 

This young woman, also from the Dominican 
Republic, had studied medicine and finished 
her studies, but she wanted to earn quick, 
good money in order to establish herself with 
her work in her own country. She came to 
Zi.irich as a tourist and enquired where she 
could find work. 

She was given the address of an entertainment 
agency. There she was told that there was no 
work for her at the moment, but that she 
could work in the Austrian district of 
Vorarlberg, just across the Swiss border, and 
maybe later find work in Switzerland. The 
young doctor then realised what kind of work 
this would be and refused it. She also realised 
that, as a woman from the Dominican Republic, 
she would never be able to work legally in 
Switzerland. The only jobs available to her 
would be in the entertainment business. 

She was desperate, as she had spent all her 
money on her trip to Europe. A proposal was 
then made to her that she should get married 
here. She lived with her "bridegroom" for a 
very short time and then left him, feeling 
horrified at what she had done .. He was much 
too old for her, quite unsuited, and so on .. 

She later got married to a Swiss man of her 
own age and has now settled down in 
Switzerland. 

It is now a common practice in Zurich for 
agencies to send young women first to 
Vorarlberg in Austria, where there are many 
private sex clubs. From there it is easier to 
get work permits for Switzerland. Also, the 
managers have a look at the women, assess 
what they are 'worth', and- most importantly 
- once the women have already worked in
these private brothels they can be treated in
any way the employers wish.

Guidelines for Action 

Important ways of tackling such situations 
are through prosecutions, with protection 
provided for the women; and through 
cooperation between groups from the 
countries concerned. 

An additional problem faced recently is 
the fact that it is now WOMEN who are 
being prosecuted. Women do the dirty 
work, men profit. How can we change this 
situation? 
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CASE STUDY 3 

FEDERAL 

REPUBLIC OF 

GERMANY 

The Bawai Bar Case 

For the first time, the manager of a bar in 
Stuttgart and several other persons are on 
aial, charged with trafficking in women, 
;nomoting prostitution and procuring in 
connection with Thai women. Sadly enough, 
.11 the accused are Thais, but all the 
=-stomers are Germans. 

:-he main accused are the female 
.::.�nageress of the 'Hawai Bar' and a Thai 
-:::: an employee of Thai Airways. In 198 7, 
�.::._;. man lured four Thai women to Europe, 

• ;:-omising them good jobs as waitresses
-:: ;otaurants.

Ere brought them first to Denmark where 
- ::� were married to German men in fake

=-�:::?ges in order to facilitate the obtaining
ork permits for Germany. The Thai 

=:e:i had to pay 1,000 DM for the 
=-=-��6es, and then pay their 'husbands' 

:'1{ per month!!! 
• : = :Uenmark, the women were brought 

- :.;::...,:,:.furt and from there to Stuttgart,
_..:r:-.:-..i.· to the Hawai Bar. They did not
s;F-..!l 3ny English, did not know the Latin
�-::oet, they scarcely knew where they
-=re.

- �e Hawai Bar they had to work from 2
---=. � 4 am. They were lodged and fed at 
•-=-�-They were paid from 10 to 50 DM 
z. :.iv �ewspaper reports of the trial told
::;x- --;cy were kept and treated like animals.
·.:..::.::� �efused to serve a client, the manager

w:: _ ct threaten them with transfer to a

brothel in Hanover where working 
conditions would be much worse. 

The Beginning of the Trial 

In the Spring of 1988, one of the Thai 
women had to go to hospital, where she 
confided her story to a soicial worker. This 
social worker telephoned the FIZ which took 
care of the woman once she was released 
from hospital. The FIZ hid her and reported 
the case to the police. 

The Hawai Bar was closed down, the 
remaining foreign women were deported, 
the bar manageress, the employee of Thai 
Airways, and another man employed as 
'supervisor' at the bar, and the Thai women 
in Frankfurt were charged i.n relation to the 
activities detailed above. 

However, the woman who had told her 
story in hospital and who ]had been hidden 
by the FIZ remained hidden and was not 
deported. Since the Women's Information 
Centre can vouch for her, the police are 
allowing her to stay. She will give evidence 
at the trial. 

The trial starled in Nov,ember 1989 and 
will last until February 1990 . 

Guidelines for Action 

It is important that centre:s like the FTZ are 
able to hide and protect the women who are 
willing to talk about what has happened to 
them. The German police s;eem prepared to 
let the women stay, and not to deport them 
when the Women's Information Centre 
vouches for them. A careful study is needed 
of what happens to these women in the 
longer term. 

�'=-�� our action plan involves the following: 

: �cation of a Third World Women's Information Centre, or similar 
�· :.:.r:.n,u�on is an excellent instrument. Such a centre should be an NGO and 
_,.;:�-ccc.ent if possible of any large subsidies. The collaboration of women 

- - co-::Hries concerned is indispensable.

: =�o�ness-raising in the countries concerned, through sister organisations. 
}.far."" W-cJmen who wish to work in Europe have little or no knowledge of 
w-o�, - ; ind living conditions here. For example, they know the size of the 
sa:��� b:i: do not know the cost of living. 

3) Cc::.sccmsness-raising among the public. Discouraging potential customers
from ix-o· ng tickets for sex-trips and forcing tour operators to stop publicising
and ru.::;.m�g these sex-tours, as we are able to do here in Switzerland. Bringing
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charges against managers of sex-tours. Prosecutions and trials of those responsible 
are one of the best ways to raise public consciousness. 

4) Bringing charges against agents who lure women from developing countries 35
into the European entertainment business, especially on false pretences, and
who then force them to work under the conditions already described. 

5) Bringing charges against managers of bars and nightclubs who force the go
go girls to entice customers to buy alcoholic drinks and who allow the
customers to touch the women. This is strictly against Swiss law but the police
differentiate between 'soft' and 'aggressive'animation . as they call it . and
they find it in their own interests to accept 'soft animation'.

6) Better working conditions ensuring go-go girls a work
assignment for the whole period of eight months, so that
they are properly insured during their stay in Switzerland.

7) Fake marriages should be declared void and the
women concerned given access to training and the
opportunity to get another job.

8) The question of trials merits a special mention. The
greatest difficulty is to find women who are ready to
testify before a judge; the second difficulty is to prevent
tq_e police from deporting women who find themselves
the victims of any kind of scandal. We ha_ve now reached
a situation where the police accept the guarantee of the
Information Centre and also accepts the fact that the
Centre hides women who are in danger.

The dealers involved in the traffic in women - and 
many of these dealers are also involved with drugs, 
alcohol and other things - work in international networks. 

We should also have our international networks. We 
should keep each other informed and work together in 
order to get hold of those who are controlling the trade 
in women. A new difficulty is that nowadays there are 
often women from developing countries concerned who 
a\..t a.:, 1c:\..1uitt:1.'.). 

In all areas where existing legislation needs to be 
reinforced, new laws passed and structures changed, help 

is needed from Members of Parliament. 
In order to bring those responsible to trial, money and good lawyers are 

needed, also good journalists to report on the trials. 

The Mail-Order Brides Business 

It is even more difficult to tackle those who profit from the the mail-order 
brides business. In Switzerland, no licence is needed to set up a marriage 
agency, and profiteering is not easy to prove. There are many ways to purchase 
cheap flights to developing countries and expense-accounts fraud is always 
possible. One way to tackle this problem could be to require such 'institutions' 
to apply for an operating permit, and to set a maximum permissable charge for 
the procurement. 

It is equally important to make as much information as possible available to 
women in developing countries, and to assist women who have already contracted 
such marriages and who are in difficulties. 

A final way of tackling this problem could be by bringing charges against 
individuals or managers of marriage bureaux who take advantage of women 
and sometimes also of men. 
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RE�SOLUTIONS 

SIW is deeply concerned that millions of families 
every year in developing countries slide Into severe 
poverty. Poverty is produced by foreign debt, 
eco�tomic mismanagement and monetarist policies. 
The lack of public expenditure on services such as 
education, health and social welfare programmes 
In developing countries and cuts in p·ublic 
expenditure in industrialised countries, increase 
the number of women and children who are forced 
into prostitution, the pornography and sex tourism 
indmstries. 

Sl'W welcomes the Resolution of the European 
Parll1ament on the exploitation of prostitution and 
the traffic in human beings (14 April 1989) and 
calls upon members of the European Community 
and of the Council of Europe to curb by legislative 
mea:sures the flourishing trade in "snuff" videos, 
the production of pornographic material, sex tourism 
and mail-order marriages. 

SIW calls upon UN member states who have not 
yet done so to sign and ratify the UN Convention 
for the suppression of the traffic in persons and of 

Emergenc:y 
Resolutions 

CHILE 
So,ialht International Women notes with profound concern the 
escalating violence within the political climate in Chile In the run up 
10 1he elections on 14 December 1989 and calls on the authorities to 
�i,·e guarantees for a normal transition towards democracy, because 
tnts Is the will of the Chilean people as was decided by the plebiscite 
· hat took place on 5th October 1988. SIW supports the demands of the
- ;d1cal Party of Chile and of the 'Concertaci6n de Partidos por la 
:::lfmocracia'.

EL SAL V ADtOR 
� 1s gravely concerned about the murders and violations of human 
--tl;:s that are now happening in El Salvador and that have led to the 
CSL-r�::i: state of siege in that Central American country. We demand 
:la: the authorities guarantee the safety of people, especially those 
=-�nratives of democratic organisations and leaders and members 
a;• � '.'.fS.R. who a.re under threat today, and the safety of all those 
-.. _ - -:.; actively for peace. 

the exploitation of the prostitution of others, without 
policy and legislation being directed against the 
women concerned. 

SIW calls on its member organisations to call on 
their countries' governments: 
- to take the necessary social measures to facilitate
the reintegration of former prostitutes into the labour
market and society;
- to take the necessary legal measures to punish
severely those who lure children and adults into
prostitution and the porno industry; as well as those
who traffic in women and children, not forgetting
that the most effective penal sanctions include
education and social re-habilitation of offenders;
- to promote legislation that provides protection for
women and children, e.g. non-molestation orders,
provision for written testimony and testimony
through video interviews;
- to support organisations who counsel prostitutes
and help them to leave the profession;
- to shift the criminal burden from women who are
forced into prostitution by economic necessity, to
the men who seek these sexual services and perpetuate
their continuance;
- to use education, medi.a and other means at our
disposal to eliminate the acceptance of the use of
pornography and prostitution within our societies.

SIW calls on governments with a view to tackle 
serious problems of sexual exploitation of children: 
- to sign, ratify and implement the UN Convention
on Children's Rights as soon as possible;
- to organize campaigns in order to raise public
awareness of sexual violence and exploitation and
to promote sex education in schools;
- to contribute to changing the roles and attitudes of
men within a society with shared responsibilities
between men and women in all fields.

SIW urges its member organisations: 
- to organise boycotts of travel agencies which are
selling to men in industrialised countries packaged
'sex tours' to poor, developing countries;
- to support organisations in developing countries
which counsel, educate and help women and children
who, because of the sheer difficulty of economic
survival, are vulnerable to being lured into
prostitution, into mail-order marriage or into working
for the porno-industry.
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The Socialist International (SI), founded in 1864, is the world's oldest and largest 
international political association. It represents 89 political parties and organisations 
with the support of more than 200 million voters. 

The SI provides its members with a forum for political action, policy discussion, 
dialogue and exchange. Its statements and decisions advise member organisations and 
the international community of consensus views within the global family of socialist, 
social democratic and labour parties and organisations. 

The president of the SI since 1976 is Willy Brandt, former chancellor of the Federal 
Republic of Germany, winner of the 1971 Nobel Peace Prize and the 1984 Third World 
Prize, chair of the Brandt Commission, and honorary chair of the Social Democratic Party 
of Germany.The general secretary is Luis Ayala, who was elected at the Congress in 
1989. 

The Congress, which meets every three years, and the Council (Including all member 
parties and organisations), which meets twice a year, are the supreme decision-making 
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GENEVA COUNCIL 

MEETING 
Developments in Eastern Europe headed the 

agenda at the meeting of the Socialist 
International Council held in Geneva on 23 and 

24 November 1989, at the invitation of the 
Social Democratic Party of Switzerland. 

In his opening remarks, SI 
President Willy Brandt spoke 
of the exciting and moving 
events of recent months in 
much of Eastern and Central 
Europe. 'When I speak of my 
meetings with people in my 
own city of Berlin, people in 
the other part of Germany', 
he told the Council, 'this has 
been the most moving part 
of my political life.' 

The rapid changes in 
Eastern Europe and the 
Soviet Union reflected not 
only the end of communist 
rule; not only people's 
demand for pluralistic rule; 
not only objective needs for 
economic modernisation, he 
said. Events in his own 
country, for example, were a 
sub-theme of the main 
theme running through all 
the recent developments: the 
growing together of Europe. 

This growing together 
could be traced in a number 
of different areas: in the 
positive signs at the Vienna 
negotiations on arms 
reduction; in the pressing 
need for economic 
cooperation between the 
present European Economic 
Community, the EFTA 
member countries, and the 
countries still formally 
connected to COMECON; in 
what seemed at last to be a 
real will to European 
cooperation in the ecological 
field. 

He stressed the speed of 
developments and that the 
role of the Socialist 
International was 'to stay in 

very close contact, and to 
give all possible support to 
our friends in these 
countries.' He welcomed to 
the c;ouncil meeting 
representatives of the Social 
Democratic Party of 
Hungary, newly re
established in Budapest, and 
of the Social Democratic 
Party in the German 
Democratic Republic. 

'Finally', he concluded, 'let 
me say that what we are 
experiencing is not only 
fascinating and encouraging, 
it is in a way the greatest 
challenge for democratic 
socialism in this part of the 
world since World War Two. 
We should be open, helpful, 
but also careful in 
developing our contacts with 
these reviving and new 
democratic socialist forces in 
the other part of Europe.' 

These sentiments were 
reflected throughout the 
subsequent debate, at what 
all those present felt was a 
particularly memorable 
meeting of the Socialist 
International. Speakers 
included Italian Socialist 
Party leader Bettino Craxi; 
first secretary of the French 
Socialist Party, Pierre 
Mauroy; Norwegian Labour 
Party leader Gro Harlem 
Brundtland; and president of 
the Netherlands Labour 
Party, Marjanne Sint. 

The meeting was also 
addressed by Anna 
Petrasovits, newly elected 
president of the Social 
Democratic Party of 

Hungary. She reported to the 
Council the re-establishment 
of the Party in Budapest in 
January 1989. At a Party 
Congress on 3 to 5 
November 1989, attended by 
613 delegates representing 
more than ten thousand 
members in Hungary, and by 
representatives of the Social 
Democratic Party of Hungary 
in exile, a new party 
leadership had been elected. 
Andor B6lcsf6ldi, leader of 
the Party in exile, which had 
remained a consultative 
member of the Socialist 
International, through the 
Socialist Union of Central 
and Eastern Europe, SUCEE, 
was honorary president of 
the newly re-established 
party. 

Petrasovits expressed her 
happiness at seeing the party 
once again represented in a 
meeting of the Socialist 
International, after an 
absen� of 41 years. She was 
proud to speak for a 
constituency which included 
'millions of apathetic 
Hungarians, people of 
German, Jewish, Gipsy and 
Slavonic origins, 
nationalities or minorities, 
and ... the greatest minority, 
the exploited women who 
are more than half the 
population.' and to represent 
the 'traditional, 100 years 
old Social Democratic Party 
of Hungary, of Ana Kethly; 
Antal Ban, Imre Szelig anc 
other great personalities . 

Stefan Hi1sberg 
represeming the Social 
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Democratic Party in the 
GDR, thanked all those 
present for their solidarity 
with the new party, 
established in the GDR on 7 
October 1989. 

'With this creation', he 
told the meeting, 'we were 

able to link back to the old 
traditions of social 
democracy of the past, the 
social democratic party 
which was forcibly 
incorporated in the 
Communist Party in 1946, 
since when there has been 
no more opportunity for any 
freedom of developme11t of 
society in eastern Germany. 
At the same time, we wanted 
to show very clearly that we 
rallied to the international 
socialist movement. On the 
same day, we applied for 
membership of the Socialist 
International. Again, at this 
point in time, I would like to 
express our heartfelt thanks 
for the rapid response ... and 
for your invitation to attend 
this meeting of the Council. 

'The SPD in the GDR', he 
continued, ' ... wishes to have 
a democratic, ecologically 
oriented social democracy in 
the GDR .... We want to 

promote a market economy 
with certain social and 
ecological limitations, as 
well as mixed property 
ownership situations . ... We 
want to have a State that 
guarantees human rights and 
civil rights, a State in which 

every individual has the 
right to defend his or her 
interests and to speak of his 
or her interests . ... This is 
why we want to defend the 
social democratic principle 
of sharing these 
responsibilities, these social 
responsibilities, and also 
defend the principle of equal 
distribution of wealth. In 
foreign policy, we see 
ourselves as a member of a 
society of nations. We have 
a share in world politics 
nationally and 
internationally. We want to 
help solve the problems that 
beset our planet and in 
economic terms we want to 
trade fairly. We want to 
defend human rights all over 
the world, in all countries, 
and declare our solidarity 
with all the repressed and 
disenfranchised nations of 
the world. In Europe, as part 
of the German nation, we 

want to make a contribution 
towards comprehensive 
European integration.' 

Not only In Ei.rrope 
Djibo Ka, international 
secretary of the Socialist 
Party of Senegal, reminded 
the meeting that momentous 
developments were taking 
place not only in Europe. 
The dismantling of the 
Berlin wall and the rapid 
process of democratisation, 
not only in Europe, but in 
Africa, in Latin America, in 
Asia, and the elections in 
Namibia, signifying the 
completion of 
decolonisation in Africa, 
were all major poli1tical 
events. 'We have still to 
dismantle that wall of 
incomprehension, of 
negation of human rights 
which is apartheid', he said, 
'just as the Berlin Wall has 
been dismantled - by the 
irresistible impetus of the 
world's peoples towards 
freedom and democracy.' 

Position pope,·, 
resolutions 
The Council endorsed a 
Position Paper on Eastern 
Europe which was a major 
and comprehensive 
statement of the Si's 
position in a rapidly 
changing situation. Since the 
publication of this 
document, which is 
reprinted on page 44, the 
political circumstances in 
many of the countriles 
mentioned have significantly 
altered. Resolutions in 
support of the movements 
for democracy In 
Czechoslovakia and in 
Romania were also approved, 
together with resoluitions on 
Disarmament, on Haiti, on 
Namibia and on El Salvador 
(see full texts of all 
documents on page 47). 

SI missions 
Peter Jankowitsch, Socialist 
Party of Austria, reported to 
the Council on behatlf of the 
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delegation which travelled of the SI Middle East question. Soviet 
to Namibia to observe the Committee, held in Geneva representative Gennady 
first free and democratic on 22 November. Tarasov also took part in 
elections there (see page 55). At the 1989 Stockholm these discussions. 

The Council also received Congress, the Socialist The Mubarak 'ten point' 
from mission chair Irmtraut International considerably Plan for assisting the 
Karlsson, Socialist Party of expanded its membership in Middle East peace process 
Austria, and a vice-president the region, accepting as was introduced by Kamal 
of Socialist International members the National El Shazly of the Egyptian 
Women, a report of the ST Democratic Party of Egypt, National Democratic Party, 
mission to Cyprus which the Constitutional and a large number of the 
took place in October 1989 Democratic Assembly and SI member parties and 
(see page 54). the Popular Unity Movement special guests attending 

Elections 
of Tunisia, and the Pakistan were able to take part in 
People's Party. All these the ensuing discussions. 

A mission of the Socialist parties were represented for The final item on the 
International would be in the first time at the Committee's agenda was 
Chile to observe the Committee meeting in the present situation in 
elections (see Mission report, Geneva, which was also Lebanon - a discussion 
page 58). Alejandra attended by representatives abruptly overshadowed 
Faulbaum, Radical Party of of the governments of the when news reached the 
Chile, reported on the USA and the USSR and of the meeting of the 
development of the election PLO. assassination that day of 
campaign. Naseer Shaikh of the President Moawad. 

Results of the first round Pakistan People's Party 
SI Committees of presidential elections in presented the views and 

Brazil, held on 15 November policy of his party, now in The Geneva Council 
1989, left Leonel Brizola, government, on the reviewed the composition 
chairman of the Brazilian situation in Afghanistan, and work of all Socialist 
Democratic Labour Party, opening the Committee's International Committees. 
PDT, in third place - party 
international secretary 
Bocayuva Cunha reported -
with Fernando Coller de 

SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL COMMITTEES Mello, supported by the 
right-wing parties which 
formerly sustained the 

SI Committee for Human Rights, SI Finance and Administration dictatorship, in first place, 
and Luis 1nacio 'Lula' da chaired by Peter Jankowitsch, Committee, SIFAC, chaired by 

Silva of the Workers' Party 
Austrian Socialist Party; Vice-Chair: Thorbjern Jagland, Norwegian 
Anita Gradin, Social Democratic Labour Party 

l 
in second place. Party of Sweden 

Brizola gained around 11.5 SI Mlddle East Committee, SIMEC, 
million votes, trailing Lula SI Committee for Latin America chaired by Hans-Jurgen 
by some 400,000 votes only. and the Caribbean, SICLAC, chaired Wischnewski, Social Democratic 

Major factors in this by Jos� Francisco Peiia Gomez, Party, Federal Republic of Germany 

disappointing result for the Dominican Revolutionary Party, 

PDT were Coller de Mella's Dominican Republic SI Southern Africa Committee, 

control of a large SISAC, chaired by Wlm Kok, 
SI Committee on local Authorities, Netherlands Labour Party, and 

communication network, chaired by Pierre Mauroy, French Joseph Ki-Zerbo, Progressive Front 
including the widely Socialist Party of Upper Volta, Burkina Faso 
received Globe TV channel; 
together with the grass roots SI Committee on Economic Policy, SI Study Group on Africa, chaired 
support of the Brazilian SICEP, chaired by Michael Manley, by Jorge Sampaio, Socialist Party of 

churches for Lula's Peoples' National Party, Jamaica Portugal, and Djibo Ka, Socialfst 

campaign. (Final election Party of Senegal 

result: see page 60). SI Disarmament Advisory Council, 
SIDAC, chaired by Kalevl Sorsa, SI Study Group on the 
Social Democratic Party of Finland Mediterr-anean, c11a-$ed � Set�ino 

Middle East c�axi, Socialist Part), l:a,, 

Committee 
SI Environment Committee, chaired 
by Birgitta Dahl, Social Democratic 

Committee chair Hans- Party of Sweden 

Jurgen Wischnewski reported 
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Many of the existing 
committees had valuable 
work still to do and a 
number had increased their 
membership. The Council 
approved the establishment 
of a new SI committee on 
Local Authorities. (see box 
for details of SI Committees). 

General Secretary's 
report 
Reporting to the Council on 
activities since the Congress 
in Stockholm, SI general 
secretary Luis Ayala said that 
much attention had 
naturally been on events in 
Eastern Europe, with 
intensive contacts being 
maintained. However, there 
had also been frequent 
exchanges with many SI 
member parties around the 
world, including those who 
joined the International at 
the Stockholm Congress in 
June 1989. The National 
Democratic Party of Egypt, 

one of these new member 
parties, had invited the 
Socialist International to 
hold its next Council 
meeting in Cairo. 

The general secretary had 
represented the SI at 
political events in a number 
of countries over the past 
months: occasions for much 
satisfaction, like the 
inauguration of Jaime Paz 
Zamora as president of 
Bolivia in August 1989, and 
of great sadness, like the 
memorial service for Michael 
Harrington held in New York 
in September. 

During this very busy 
period, SI missions had 
visited Namibia and Cyprus, 
as reported to the Council. 
Arrangements were now in 
hand for a delegation to 
travel to Chile for the 
elections there in December 
1989; and for SI groups to 
visit Nicaragua both before 
and during the elections in 

February 1990. 
The SI Disarmament 

Advisory Council met in 
Warsaw on November 15-16 
and held talks with a 
number of Polish officials 
and political representatives. 

Meanwhile, the SI 
Committee for Latin America 
and the Caribbean was 
planning its first meeting in 
Ecuador, to be hosted by 
President Rodrigo Borja, 
leader of the Democratic Left 
Party, PIO, in January 1990. 

Future Work 
Introducing the second main 
theme of the Council 
meeting, the general 
secretary outlined to the 
Council perspectives and 
priorities for the activities of 
the International in the 
coming period. 

SI membership was 
expanding and the 
organisation had an ever
higher profile in many 
regions, with great hopes 
being invested in democratic 
socialism at this time. 

In the coming years the SJ 
would have to respond to 
the challenge of such 
expectations, he said, not 
only with vision, but also 
with effective organisation 
and clear priorities. 

Peace and disarmament, 
North-South relations, 
Human Rights and the 
Environment would 
continue to be high on the 
agenda. 

As discussions at this 
meeting had shown, the SI 
was well placed to play an 
important and constructive 
role in Eastern Europe. 

In Latin America, the 
struggles against 
dictatorships had borne fruit 
and in a number of countries 
SI member parties were now 
in government. Enormous 
difficulties and challenges, 
however, remained. 

Another challenge in the 
near future would be to 
respond to the strong voices 
of growing progressive 
movements in Asia. 



Whilst the successful 
holding of free and fair 
elections meant that a free, 
independent and democratic 
Namibia was now a realistic 
goal, the struggle against 
apartheid and oppression in 
South Africa continued, 
despite recent moves, to be a 
priority. 

The Study Group on Africa 
would be building on the 
cooperation established in 
recent years with progressive 
political forces in a number 
of countries. 

The Middle East 
Committee, now enlarged to 
include the new SI membeI 
parties from the Arab world, 
would be doing everything 
possible to contribute to the 
search for a peaceful 
solution to the region's 
conflicts. 

Continuing the work of 
the SI Study Group, a 
Conference on the 
Mediterranean was planned 
for the near future. 

It had been suggested by 
the French Socialist Party 
that the Socialist 
International should also 
extend its work to an 

important area of democratic 
political life where it has not 
previously been active: 
elected local authorities. 

Cooperation· with fraternal 
organisations, Socialist 
International Women, the 
International Union of 
Socialist Youth, and the 
International Falcon 
Movement, would of course 
continue, as would a long 

tradition· of collaboration 
with the ICFTU. 

Finally, Ayala said, the SI 
would be taking the 
opportunity to associate 
itself with the revitalisation 
of support for the United 
Nations, and in general with 
the newly positive 
international climate which 
had given renewed impetus 
to all our work. 

SI RECEIVES 'LET LIVE' AWARD 

At the Geneva Council meeting, SI President Willy Brandt 
accepted on behalf of the Socialist International from Swedish 
Foreign Minister Sten Andersson the 'Let Live Award', presented 
annually by the Swedish newspaper Arbetet. Sten Andersson 
told the Council that the award, of 100,000 Swedish Kroner, 
is made each year to an individual or an organisation for 
'important contribution to humankind.' Former recipients 
include Lech Walesa, Alva Myrdal and Olof Palme. The 1989 
award went to the Socialist International for its 100 years of 
struggle for a world of freedom, equality and democracy; for 
its active support for national liberation struggles in the Third 
World; for its commitment to promoting a peaceful solution 
to the Middle East conflict; its constructive role in creating an 
open dialogue between East and West, and its ·ll'porta.,t 
contribution to international detente and d'sarmarne..,, 
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POSITION PAPER ON EASTERN EUROPE 

PROBLEMS AND OPPORTUNITIES 

A. Fundamentals
In our Declaration of Principles 
adopted by the Socialist 
International at its recent 
Congress in Stockholm, we stated 
in point 76: 

'The Socialist International 
supports all efforts aimed at the 
transformation of communist 
societies through liberalisation 
and democratisation. The same 
support must apply to the 
develoment of decentralised 
market mechanisms, struggles 
against bureaucratisation and 
corruption and, above all, the 
realisation that human rights and 
political openness are important 
elements of a dynamic and 
progressive society.' 

The course of events since then 
confirms these basic affirmations 
and permits their use as a basis 
for further reflections. 

B. The Present

Situation
1. The communist dictatorships
established in several countries of
Central and Eastern Europe after
the end of the Second World War 
with the help of the Soviet Union
have clearly reached a dead end.
The decline in the political
influence and status of the
classical communist ideology in 
these countries has gathered
speed in recent months. Even the
political power of the USSR has
decayed and economic goals have
foundered on realities.

The disaster of a centralised 
State-controlled economy in 
tandem with an absence of 
political freedom has led to a 
growing pressure for reform (to 
which Gorbachev above all is 
trying to respond). A further 
consequence is that tens of 
thousands of people (from the 
GDR in particular) have left their 
homes and that profound changes 
are occurring which are clearly by 
no means yet complete. 

The views of European social 
democracy, particularly its views 
on democracy and human rights, 
as well as on detente and 

cooperation in Europe, are 
inspiring points of reference for 
committed groups in their efforts 
to bring about change and to 
jettison previous forms of 
domination. 

Since it is quite impossible to 
ignore the fact that the term 
'socialism' has been grievously 
burdened by the policy of what 
was called 'real socialism' in these 
countries, democratic socialism 
must, more than ever, clearly 
differentiate its basic positions 
and basic values from totalitarian 
positions. 

2. In Poland the central
communist party apparatus is 
responsible tor an almost hopeless 
situation and has forfeited its
credibility. Counterweights to the 
State bureaucracy, especially the 
Catholic Church and the 
Solidarnosc union movement
which represents a broad political
spectrum, have inherited the
legacy left by the ideological,
political and economic
disintegration of communism. The
economic situation is catastrophic
and the resultant confrontations
and contradictions throughout
society will also leave their mark
on the organisation of political
life.

To the extent to which 
Solidarity assumes additional tasks 
including responsibility for 
government, it is possible that 
centrifugal forces will increase so 
that the 'party landscape' in 
Poland today cannot be regarded 
as a stable one even in the 
medium term. 

Further changes are also to be 
expected in the Communist Party, 
since the PZPR (Polish United 
Workers' Party) is in a process of 
clarifying its position and is 
interested in broadening its 
contacts with the Socialist 
International. 

3. In Hungary the revived forces
of classic Hungarian social
democracy have created a party
structure. There are still
difficulties, however, to connect
the social democratic heritage
with new ideas and a new
generation, from which a strong

social democratic movement 
could become politically decisive. 

The transformation of the 
former communist State Party 
USAP into a new type of socialist 
party has given Hungarian 
domestic and foreign policy new 
impulses. The degree to which 
this will change the broad 
spectrum of Hungarian politics 
will depend on whether or not 
people see in the transformation 
of parts of the old USAP into the 
new USP a really credible fresh 
start. The Socialist International 
itself will also need to examine 
very carefully whether or not the 
USP is able to concretise its 
intentions and promises In the 
direction of a pluralist democratic 
movement, especially since the 
USP is requesting membership of 
the SI. 

4. In the German Democratic
Republlc, a development has
taken place which would have
been inconceivable even a few
months ago. The departure of
many of the old guard, the
opening of the frontier with the 
Federal Republic of Germany, and 
steps in the direction of a de facto 

surrender of the Socialist Unity 
Party's monopoly of power, can
only be described as a peaceful
revolution.

Above all, the breaching of the 
Berlin Wall, this symbol of the 
cold war and the division of 
Europe, is welcomed 
wholeheartedly by the Socialist 
International as an historic event. 
The Socialist International 
combines with this welcome the 
hope that the division of Europe 
will be overcome. 

In the context of the changes in 
the German Democratic Republic, 
the Socialist International is of the 
opinion that the process of reform 
and democratisation in the GDR 
must take its course without 
outside interference and that 
forward-looking forms of 
cooperation in Germany and 
Europe should be elaborated. 

The union of citizens to form a 
Social Democratic Party of the 
German Democratic Republic, 
whose representatives have 
already established contact with 



the Socialist International, is part 
of a democratic mass movement 
embracing all sections of the 
population, a movement to which 
the ideas of democratic socialism 
make a decisive contribution. 

5. Clearly the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic (CSSR) could 
not avoid the winds of change 
either. Powerful demonstrations 
put pressure on the ruling State
Party whose security forces tried 
ruthlessly to suppress the mass 
movement. Uncertainty remains 
as to how the demands for reform 
and the unqualified maintenance 
of the Party's leading role can be 
reconciled. It can be expected 
that the pace of developments 
will rapidly accelerate in the next 
days and weeks. The Socialist 
International in any event
demands for the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic, too, a
democratic, peaceful and pluralist 
development and unequivocally 
condemns any massive 
deployment of State coercion 
against peaceful demonstrators. 

In addition to the already well
known personalities of Charter 77 
and other civic groups of 
reformers, parts of the Catholic 
Church are also among the 
opposition movement now 
gmprninn ;I� thP ri\Jir J:nr11m 
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There is courageous protest which 
will most certainly lead to 
fundamental changes. The SI 
expresses its firm conviction that 
the ideas of democratic socialism 
will play an important role in the 
future of this country. 

6. In Bulgaria a group within the 
Communist Party is opting for
pragmatism and sapping the
previous leadership's power. This 
group is seeking to reform the 
system. But the acceptance of the
leading role of the Communist
Party on the basis of Leninist
principles, on the one hand, and
the promise of free elections on
the other, are goals which are 
hardly compatible. Therefore it is 
hardly conceivable that the 
present situation could constitute
the basis for a fresh start. 

Reform currents in Bulgarian 
society are already pressing for 
economic, ecological and political 
changes which leave the goals of 
the present group of leaders far 
behind. 

7. Even though in Romania the 
recent Congress of the ruling
party showed no signs of change 

it is hardly likely that the 
dictatorship - one of the most 
authoritarian and ruthless regimes 
of today - could escape the 
fundamental changes occurring 
among its neighbour countries. 
We deplore this resistance to 
reforms and encourage all forces 
struggling for democratic change. 

8. In the Soviet Union, the SI 
P::tirnP(;tlv ti1=1c:.irPc:. tn tPP thP 
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continuation and success of the 
transformation initiated by 
Mikhail Gorbachev. Attempts at 
economic reforms and the 
struggle for political 
democratisation go hand in hand 
with ecological concern to put an 
end to the over-exploitation of 
natural resources and, most 
notably, pressure for national and 
cultural autonomy. In the Baltic 
Republics we find the strongest 
national emphasis in the reform 
movement. The popular fronts 
which have emerged have become 
a powerful motor in the process 
of reform and the quest for 
national identity which the 
communist parties have been 
unablt to evade. The social 
democratic forces in all three 
Baltic Republics are in the process 
of radically reorganising their 
parties which already existed 
before the Second World War. In 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania, the 
national emphasis is undeniable. 

9. The controversies within the
Socialist Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia betray with increasing 
clarity the features of a national
quarrel combined with the

energetic striving for a 
democratisation of society. 

What the Socialist International 
would like to see is a Yugoslavia 
which is politically sound, 
economically successful, 
democratic, and a safeguarded 
united federal state. And the call 
for unqualified respect for human 

rights as a fundamental and 
inrlitnPnc;;\hlP rnnrprn h;,ic:. ;)lc:.n tn 
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be addressed. 
The Socialist International 

assures the forces of reform in 
Yugoslavia of its readiness for 
dialogue; contacts should 
accordingly be made also with all 
groups which see themselves as 
social democrats and are prepared 
to provide concrete evidence of 
their commitment to our basic 
values. 

C. What can be

done'!
1. For the Socialist International,
but particularly for its member 
parties in Europe, the situation 
which exists at the end of 1989 as 
a result of developments in 
Eastern Europe is one which calls 
for the maximum attention,
awareness, and also firmness.

The reform processes which so 
far have taken a peaceful course 
and which at least in Poland, 
Hungary and the GDR can \>e 
described as peaceful ,evolutions 
have reached a stage wnic:h 
should exdude an) retu·n ,o me 
stacus Q.JO anie. 

This does nor rr,ea- "k."""'�•-Y 
that the resu ts so •a• ac-h� 
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and the developments striven for 
in the next stage can be regarded 
as secured and that an 
undeviating continuance of the 
developments of recent years and 
months is guaranteed. On the 
contrary, even serious setbacks 
are not simply to be excluded. 

We must not discount the 
possibllty that nationalistic and 
reactionary forces could rush in to 
fill the vacuum caused by the 
collapse of the communist 
ideology, thus hindering the 
process of reform and 
democratisation. 

It is in the true interests, 
therefore, of those countries 
which towards the end of this 
century are finding peaceful 
deliverance from totalitarian 
political systems, if in the pluralist 
party spectrum of these countries 
there exist strong social 
democratic parties which, 
together with free trade unions, 
act as guarantors of a democratic 
development, strive for social 
progress and can play a pre
eminent part In the necessary 
cooperation of these countries 
with Western Europe. 

2. On the basis of its democratic
legitimacy and its moral authority,
the Socialist International will 
support the further development
of the reform process in Eastern
Europe. It will be guided here by 
the effort to contribute to a
gradual and peaceful
development with the object of
avoiding sudden and violent
changes which could endanger
the stability of Europe.

3. Those social democratic
formations in countries which had
social democratic parties before
the Second World War and which
subsequently remained within the 
Socialist International as parties in 
exile continue to be an historical
and integral part of the SI. The 
decision as to their future status
within the Socialist International
is taken by these parties
themselves in consultation with
the bodies of the SI.

New social democratic 
organisations or movements 
which appeal to basic social 
democratic principles will be 
welcomed confidently by the 
Socialist International; it will of 
course have to insist on carefully 
observing the unity of theory and 
practice and will also have to 
endeavour to safeguard against 
the division of the social 

democratic camp. It will strive to 
ensure that as far as possible there 
is only one social democratic 
party in each country, so as to 
avoid fragmentation. 

4. New democratic movements,
irrespective of how they see 
themselves or the sources from
which they draw their strength,
are regarded by the Socialist
International as important
partners in dialogue.

5. The goal of the development in
Eastern Europe cannot be a
restoratioo of former political or 
economic systems but the 
construction of a democratic,
socially and ecologically sensitive
and economically viable society.

Free, democratic and secret 
elections in the GDR and in the 
other countries of Central and 
Eastern Europe are just as 
indispensable a goal as the 
creation of free and Independent 
trade unions. 

6. The Socialist International
assumes as axiomatic that the 
solution of the economic
problems of the East European
countries, which are now on the 
way to democracy with social
justice and solidarity, is decisive
for their political and social
development. Therefore the 
democratic industrial countries,
especially the prosperous memller
states of EC and EFTA, must
promote the process of economic
development in Eastern and 
Central Europe. What must be 
avoided is any emergence of new 
forms of dependence and any 
weakening of the economies of
countries already experiencing
massive emigration leading also to 
social tensions in the countries on
the receiving end of such
migrations. Aspects of special
importance for a policy guided by
these principles are:

- Providing emergency aid when
needed.
- Support in overcoming the
burden of foreign indebtedness by
moratoria, interest rate reductions 
and the partial waiving of claims.
- Coordinated public assistance in
the development and renewal of
vital infrastructural installations
(e.g. in the field of transport).
- Support and coordinated efforts
to meet the increasing
environmental threats, for
instance through an all-European
Environmental Agency.
- Credits and insurance schemes

for investments in the field of 
industry and trade. In order to 
ensure the coordination of the 
transfer of financial resources and 
their proper use, it would be 
helpful to establish a new 
European Development and 
Investment Bank to serve both 
creditor and debtor nations. 
- The promotion of joint ventures
for the rapid transfer of technical
and organisational know-how.
- The opening up of markets in
prosperous West European
countries for products from
countries in Eastern, Central and
South East Europe which are in
process of democratisation.
- Assistance for management and
vocational training through
scholarships and exchange
programmes, and help in
establishing training workshops
and educational centres.

7. To sum up, the Socialist
International therefore
recommends its member parties
lo make the principles and ideas 
outlined above the basis of their 
policy towards Eastern Europe. It 
urges its member parties to 
support social democratic
movements and groups whose
ideals and practice correspond to 
the Declaration of Principles of 
the Socialist International. If 
requested, solidarity and also 
organisational support should be
provided.

The SI calls on trade union 
organisations close to our 
movement to cooperate with 
democratic and especially social 
democratic union movements in 
Eastern Europe. 

The Socialist International will, 
whenever possible, send observers 
to major conferences of newly 
emerging political groups based 
on social democratic or 
progressive democratic principles. 

While maintaining its 
commitments in all parts of the 
world, and not ignoring the 
significance of the current 
changes in the East/West security 
balance, the SI however 
recognises the historic nature of 
the current transformations in 
Eastern Europe and therefore will 
make every effort to play a 
constructive and far-sighted role 
in these events. As political 
contacts and economic assistance 
increase, we must step up our 
work for disarmament and for a 
new era of mutual trust and 
common security. 



RESOLUTIONS 

RESOLUTION ON 

CZECHOSLOVAKIA 
The Socialist International 
welcomes the movement of the 
people of Czechoslovakia for 
democracy and free elections. 

We support the Civic Forum's 
appeal for dialogue and ask the 
Czechoslovak authorities to 
accept their demands and abstain 
from using force against the 
aspirations of its people. 

RESOLUTION ON 

DISARMAMENT 
The Socialist International recalls 
the desire e;,tpressed at our XVIII 
Congress in Stockholm that the 
next decade should see a full 
implementation of defensive 
military postures and doctrines 
and the principle of common 
security in partnership. 

We believe the forthcoming 
meeting of Presidents Bush and 
Gorbachev can make an important 
contribution to this process. 

The Socialist International 
believes that the agenda for the 
year 1990 should include as a 
minimum: 
- conclusion of an initial ST ART
treaty between the United States
and the Soviet Union concerning
a 50% cut in strategic nuclear
arms;
- a joint halt to nuclear testing
and decisive progress towards a
comprehensive test ban treaty
(CTBT);
- a positive outcome to the Non
Proliferation Treaty review
conference which should re-affirm
and strengthen the non
proliferation regime beyond 1995;
- conclusion of an agreement for
a total ban on the production,
stockpiling or proliferation of
chemical weapons;
- the first Vienna agreement on a
reduction of conventional forces
and armaments in Europe (CFE),
including restrictions on aircraft;
- the start of a joint move to
disengage, reduce and ultimately
eliminate nuclear weapons below
a range of 500 kilometres;
- joint action to devise new
military doctrines and new 

confidence and security building 
measures (CSBM's), and 
verification arrangements. We 
welcome the seminar on military 
doctrines to be organised within 
the CSBM negotiations in Vienna 
in early 1990, which should 
provide an important forum for 
serious discussions; 
• to start discussing seriously
confidence and security building
measures at sea, including in the
North Atlantic and Pacific Oceans,
and naval arms control and
disarmament measures, in areas 
such as the Baltic and Nordic
Seas.

We reaffirm that our goal is 
deep cuts in both conventional 
and nuclear weaponry. The idea 
of a 50% cut should apply not 
only to strategic nuclear weapons 
but also be progressively applied 
to conventional weapons too. As a 
general rule our objective must be 
substantial (eg 50%) reductions in 
all armaments to equal levels. 

We reiterate our support for the 
develooment of reoinnal 
disa����;�t pr�p���-1�� 

Our ultimate aim remains the 
goal of general and complete 
disarmament of conventional 
weapons as well as weapons of 
mass destruction, under effective 
international verification, and the 
mobilisation of additional 
resources which can be dedicated 
to development aid. 

RESOLUTION ON 

HAITI 
The Socialist International notes 
with regret that in Ha'iti: 
1, insecurity is once again 
becoming a nightmare for Ha'itian 
people; 
2. units of the Hai'tian army are
once again torturing political
prisoners and detaining them in
prison illegally; the cases of Evens 
Paul, Etienne Marineau and Jean 
Auguste Mesyeux, who were
arrested on 1 November 1989, are 
well known;
3, political assassinations are
again taking place and those
responsible are not being
arrested.

The Socialist International 

therefore calls upon the 
government of General Prosper 
Avril to take all necessary 
measures to ensure re.spect for 
human rights and to commit Ha'iti 
to the process of democratisation 
in accordance with the wishes of 
the Ha"itian people and democrats 
throughout the world. 

The Socialist International 
supports Haitian democratic 
forces in urging the Ha"itian 
Electoral Council to formulate a 
shorter and less complex electoral 
calendar. The Hanian people and 
international public opinion call 
for the holding of free elections 
by secret ballot within a more 
reasonable time-frame so as to 
allow Ha"iti to finish with a 
provisional situation that has 
lasted too long. 

RESOLUTION ON 

NAMIBIA 
The Council, after hearing the 
reports of the two SI missions to 
Namibia to observe the electoral 
process and the elections 
themselves, expressed its 
profound satisfaction that free 
and fair elections could take place 
as a decisive step towards an 
independent and democratic .state 
of Namibia. 

The Council states its high 
esteem for the unique and 
constructive role which the United 
Nations has hitherto played in this 
difficult process and which has 
greatly strengthened its position 
in the world. 

The Council is pleased with the 
genuineness of the ballot which 
has proved the maturity of the 
Namibian people and their will to 
build an egalitarian and united 
nation where exclusion and 
segretation will disappear. 

The Council conveys to SWAPO 
the sincere congratulations of the 
SI for its impressive victory in the 
first democratic elections in which 
the entire Namibian nation has 
taken part. 

The Council emphasises its 
expectation that all parties 
represented in the Constituent 
Assembly will cooperate 
constructively and responsibly to 
build the new State of Namib a or 
a solid constitutional foundatio"' 
This must include adeqt.ate 
treatment of huma" nghts 
violations comm tteo b) bo�:'I 
sides in the past and raecess.; 
consequences as .. e as 
constitut ona gua·a-�e�, ';;,r 
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human rights and civil liberties. 
The Council urges South Africa 

to refrain from any kind of 
interference in the process but to 
fully honour, in letter and spirit, 
its obligations under UN Security 
Council Resolution 435, including 
its financial commitments to the 
territory to the day of 
independence. 

The Council appeals to the 
international community to 
maintain their full support to 
UNTAG to the completion of its 
task, and to prepare for the 
necessary assistance to the new 
Namibia after independence. 

The SI member parties 
undertake to work for these 
objectives in their countries. 

RESOLUTION ON 

ROMANIA 
The SI expresses its deep concern 
over recent developments in 
Romania, where human rights are 
systematically violated, where 
national minorities' rights are 
neglected and where the rule of 
Ceaucescu and of a small leading 
group of the Communist Party is 
imposing its dictatorship, 
suppressing any opposition, in 
flagrant contradiction of the Final 
Act of Helsinki, signed by the 
Romanian government. 

The SI expresses its solidarity 
with the Romanian people and 
with the democratic forces in 
Romania who are fighting for civil 
rights and democratic change 
despite the repression. 

RESOLUTION ON 

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Council of the Socialist 
International whilst noting that 
President F.W. de Klerk has taken 
some positive steps, e.g. releasing 
a number of political prisoners 
and commuting some death 
penalties in the past months, 
emphasizes that these steps do 
not affect the pillars or the 
apartheid system in any way. The 
discriminatory legislation and the 
repressive laws continue to exist. 
Nelson Mandela and many others 
are still in prison. 

Reforms of the apartheid 
system, as announced by the 
white South African government, 
are completely inadequate and 
therefore unacceptable. The 
apartheid system itself must go. 

The final objective can only be a 
unitary, democratic and non-racial 
South Africa, In which all citizens 
enjoy the same human rights and 
civil liberties, including one 
person - one vote. The road 
towards that goal can only be 
through negotiation with the 
genuine leaders of the majority. 

It is for the government to 
create conditions conducive to a 
climate of negotiation which must 
include: 
- the unconditional release of 
Nelson Mandela and all other
political prisoners;
- the unbanning and lifting of the
restrictions on organisations and
individuals;
- the repeal of the state of 
emergency and all repressive
legislation;
- the removal of troops from the
townships;
- the cessation of political trials
and executions.

The final step must be a 
democratically elected constituent 
assembly which will hammer out a 
new constitution. 

The Socialist International 
supports these legitimate 
demands of the South African 
majority. The SI welcomes the 
Harare Declaration of the 
Organisation of African Unity, 
subsequently supported by the 
Non-Aligned Movement, as a 
realistic and feasible basis for a 
just solution. 

While apartheid continues to 
exist it is necessary to maintain 
and increase political, diplomatic 
and economic pressure, including 
comprehensive sanctions, on the 
white minority regime. 

STATEMENT ON 

EL SALVADOR 
The Council of the Socialist 
International deplores the 
intensification of the civil war in 
El Salvador and expresses its 
profound sympathy and concern 
over the senseless suffering and 
deaths inflicted upon the 
Salvadorean people as a result of 
that conflict. We acknowledge the 
root causes of this war to be the 
political repression and economic 
injustice which have beset El 
Salvador throughout Its modern 
history. We assert that any 
attempt to achieve a permanent 
resolution of this war must be 
predicated on a sincere 

commitment to political freedom 
and economic justice. We call 
upon all the partle.s to this 
conflict and in particular upon the 
FMLN, the government of El 
Salvador, and the government of 
the United States to turn away

from policies which use violence 
as the means for resolving 
political conflict, and to embark 
upon a new policy which respects 
the sacred right of the 
Salvadorean people to non
violent, indigenous and 
democratic self-determination. 
Specifically, we urge our member 
parties to call upon their 
governments to give their full, 
public support to the following 
course of action: 
1. The agreement of the
Salvadorean government and the 
FMLN to an immediate and 
authentic cease-fire.
2. The immediate suspension of
all military aid from all external
sources.
3. The establishment of a United
Nations monitoring group to
supervise the implementation of 
the cease-fire agreement.
4. The conditioning of all further
aid to the Government of El
Salvador on the strict observance
of elemental standards of human
and political rights. We are 
particularly concerned that the 
government of El Salvador has
used the current crisis as a pretext
for the annihilation of religious
leaders, democratic opposition
leaders, labour leaders and other
critics of conscience. We call upon
the government of the United
States to make clear to the
government of El Salvador that it 
must guarantee the personal
safety or the leaders of the MNR
and of all other political and
religious leaders as a condition of 
receiving further financial or 
material support.
5. The establishment of an
international monitoring group to 
help ensure the observance of 
basic human and political rights.
6. The immediate commencement
of serious peace negotiations and
the participation in those
negotiations of a broad
representation of social and
political forces as called for in the 
Mexican Agreement of 
September 1989.
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SICLAC HOLDS 
FIRST MEETING 

IN QUITO 
The Socialist International 
Committee for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (SIClAC) 
met for the first time in 
Quito, Ecuador, on 17 and 
18 January 1990, at the 
invitatfon of the governing 
Democratic Left Party (PID),a 
member party of the 
Socialist International. 

Participants, representing 
SI member parties and guest 
organisations from the 
region, and also other SI 
members from Europe and 
North America, were 
welcomed by Rodrigo Borja, 
president of Ecuador and 
leader of the host party. In 
his opening remarks, 
President Borja evoked the 
historic times in which this 
meeting was taking place. In 
'the death throes of those 
neo-liberal ideas which gave 
rise to misery, frustration 
and marginalisation in the 
countries of the Third 
World', and in the 
spectacular events taking 
place in the countries of 
Eastern Europe, we were 

witnessing, he said, a 
vindication of the 
commitment shared by all 
democratic socialists to 'the 
reconciliation of freedom 
with economic security'. He 
underlined the importance of 
the Socialist International as 
a forum for the exploration 
and strengthening of that 
commitment. 

Other speakers at the well 
attended opening session 
included SI vice president 
Enrique Silva Cimma, Nicolas 
Issa Obando, national 
director of the Democratic 
Left Party of Ecuador, and SI 
general secretary Luis Ayala. 

The Committee focused on 
the problem of drug
trafficking, and also 
discussed developments in 
relation to foreign debt, 
processes of democratisation 
in Latin America, the 
situation in Central America, 
and recent events in Panama. 
It passed a number of 
resolutions, which are 
printed here in full. 

RESOLUTIONS 

THE PROBLEM OF 

DRUG TRAFFICKING 

The Socialist International 
Committee for Latin America and 
the Caribbean, at its meeting in 
Quito on 17 and 18 January 
1990, NOTES: 
- that the problem of the illegal
trading of psychotropic drugs has
turned into one of the
fundamental problems facing
mankind in the last decades of
the 20th century,
- that the problem is universal,

and not confined just to Latin 
America. 

INDICATES: 
- that the greatest consumption of
these substances is in the
developed countries, but that not
only the consumption takes place
in these countries, but the
production of various vital
chemical ingredients included in
their preparation also takes place
there,
- various pieces of evidence also
suggest that other aspects of the
billion-dollar drug trade - both
manufacturing and financial



aspects - have ramifications which 
originate in the developed 
countries and are coordinated and 
carried out there, 
- that the cultivation of some of
the primary agricultural
commodities which form the
chemical basis for osvchotrooic
substances, particula�ly coca'
leaves, is part of the cultural
tradition of various Latin American
countries, and their direct
consumption, without the
chemical compounds which 
transform them into psychotropic
drugs, cannot be considered part
of the drug trade;

STRESSES: 
- that the industrialised countries
should make greater efforts within
their national borders to reduce
drug consumption, halt the drug
trade, prevent the 'laundering' of 
profits, and curb the growth of 
demand which encourages the 
growth of drug supplies;

UNDERLINES: 
- the role which various non
governmental organisations can
play in the field of prevention,
through public information and
efforts to change social attitudes,
stereotypes and pressures; in the
field of assistance, by encouraging
varied programmes and their
implementation through
agreements; in the field of social
reintegration, by offering
community resources aimed at the
rehabilitation of former addicts.

RECOGNISES: 
- the selfless and very costly
efforts that several countries in
the region, especially Colombia,
are making to fight that part of 
the drugs trade which is taking
place in their territories;

EXPRESSES !TS CONCERN: 

- which has deepened as a result
of recent events, at the U.S.
Administration's attempts to
militarise the issue of the
narcotics trade in its relations
with Latin America and the
Caribbean.

AND RECOMMENDS: 
- that those parties represent'ed,
in whatever capacity, on the
Socialist International Committee
for Latin America and the
Caribbean make every effort to
ensure that all countries of the
region adopt common policies
and common legislation against
the illegal trafficking of drugs.

EXTERNAL DEBT 

AND DEMOCRACY 

IN LATIN AMERICA 

The Socialist International 
Committee for Latin America and 
the Caribbean meeting in Quito 
on 1 7 and 18 January 1990 to 
discuss the issue of EXTERNAL 
DEBT AND DEMOCRACY IN LATIN 
AMERICA: 

Taking into consideration the 
report presented by the 

Democratic Left Party, PIO, of 
Ecuador; 

Aware that problems related to 
debt and the economic policies 
applied in Latin America during 
the 80s have had serious 
consequences on the standard of 
living of its peopies; 

Recognising that the schemes 
used are contrary to the aims of 
strengthening the democratic 
system prevailing today in most 
countries of Latin America; 

Convinced that if such policies 
are not redirected, current trends 
will only increase the 
backwardness and social injustice 
of the region; 

Concerned by the increasing 
marginalisation of Latin America 
in relation to the world economy, 
and by the intolerable 
intervention of certain 
international organisations in the 
formulation of its national 
policies; 

Noting the absence of true 
international solidarity on the part 
of industrialised nations, and the 
need to formulate a new 
development strategy which is 
democratic, progressive and just; 
AGREES: 
1. To adopt as a working
document the report by the
Democratic Left Party of Ecuador
on External Debt and Democracy
in Latin America.
2. To request the chair of the 
Socialist International Comm·r::ee

Borja, 

Enrique Sliva 

Cimma (l-r): 
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on Economic Policy, Michael 
Manley, to consider creating a 
working group of that Committee 
on external debt in Latin America 
and the Caribbean. Such action 
should be additional to any 
coordination with the United 
Nations working group on 
external debt, headed by S.I. vice
president Bettino Craxi. 
3. To reiterate our concern
about the negative effects that
external debt is having on Latin
American democracies,
particularly on the weakest sectors
of society, and the hoped-for
economic recovery.
4. To request the Council of the 
Socialist International to give this 
subject its special attention, since 
its urgency is beyond doubt and it 
is the greatest challenge to 
international democratic socialism
in this decade, as stated by the
resolutions of the Socialist
International Congress in
Stockholm In 1989.

5. To express as its own the
criteria presented in the report
and in discussion, in the sense
that the Issue of external debt
cannot and should not be
considered by debtor or creditor
nations as being a purely
monetary and financial issue, but
rather a problem which calls for a
social and political solution on the 
part of the countries concerned.

CENTRAL AMERICA 
The Socialist International 
Committee for Latin America and 
the Caribbean meeting in Quito, 
Ecuador on 1 7 and 1 8 January 
1990, decided: 
1. To condemn most vigorously
the assassination of Comrade
Hector Oquelf Colindres, deputy
general secretary of the National
Revolutionary Movement (MNR}
of El Salvador and Secretary of the
SI Committee for Latin America
and the Caribbean, and of
Comrade Hilda Amparo Flores 
Arevalo, member of the 
Democratic Socialist Party (PSD) 
of Guatemala on 12 January this
year. And to demand that the
Guatemalan government carry out 
a responsible investigation of 
these brutal murders and punish
the perpetrators of such heinous
acts. At the same time, to demand
that the government of El 
Salvador clearly determine any 
responsibility of extremist right
wing Salvadorean elements In
these assassinations.
2. To condemn the systematic

violation of human rights in El 
Salvador and Guatemala, since 
university students, union leaders 
and recently a diplomat In 
Guatemala, are continuing to be 
kidnapped and killed. 
3. To demand the
democratisation of El Salvador, for
which the following are necessary:
• To bring an end to the
repressive political and military
policies and restore political
freedoms and guarantees.
• To initiate a dialogue in order to
find a political solution to the 
armed conflict raging in the 
country:
4. To demand that the
governments of El Salvador and
Guatemala comply with the 
Esquipulas II agreements between
Central American presidents,
which is a necessary precondition
for avoiding a worsening of the 
conflict. At the same time, the 
Committee demands that a
dialogue be initiated in both
countries with a view to securing
peace in the region.

HAITI 
In the case of Haiti, the SI 
Committee for Latin America and 
the Caribbean expresses Its deep 
concern about the atmosphere of 
insecurity and the repeated 
violations of human rights 
committed by the mflitary 
government or General Avril, 
which cast doubt on whether the 
elections scheduled for this year 
can take place normally. 

We therefore call on the 
government of Haiti to take all 
necessary steps to guarantee 
respect for human rights, 
particularly the political rights or 
assembly and self-expression, thus 
establishing the minimal 
conditions necessary for an 
electoral process leading to a 
democratically elected civilian 
government. 

We urge member parties and 
related governments to express 
their political and practical 
solidarity with the democratic 
forces in Haiti at this critical point 
in its history. 

PANAMA 
The Socialist International 
Committee for Latin America and 
the Caribbean, meeting in Quito 
on 1 7-18 January 1990: 
1 . Strongly condemns the 
invasion of Panama by the United 
States of America; 

2. Demands the immediate and
unconditional withdrawal of U.S.
troops from Panamanian territory,
since this invasion constitutes a
flagrant violation of the principle
of non-intervention included in
the Charters of the OAS and the
UN and in the political platform
of the Socialist International;
3. Demands that free and
democratic elections, without
foreign involvement, be called
immediately;
4. Condemns the grave violations
of human rights and the deaths
caused by the invasion, and
considers it necessary that an
inquiry be conducted with the 
cooperation of the International
Red Cross;
5. Demands that the Torrijos
Carter Treaties be unconditionally
respected;
6. Demands absolute respect for
diplomatic and consular immunity
and inviolability, as established by
treaties and by international
custom;
7. Rejects the role of 'custodians
of democracy', claimed by the
Government of the United States;
8. Expresses its solidarity and
support to the people; to the 
workers of Panama whose rights 
have been violated; and to the
democratic political forces within 
Panama, and in particular with 
those who share the principles of 
the Socialist International.
9. Urges that efforts should be
united to find ways of re
establishing sovereignty and 
democracy in Panama; 
10. Finally, expresses its
consternation at the attitudes
adopted by certain democratic
governments in International fora,
such as the UN, which have not
condemned the invasion of
Panama.

PUERTO RICO 
The SI Committee for Latin 
America and the Caribbean 
expresses its support to the efforts 
of the Puerto Rican Independence 
Party, PIP, in connection with the 
holding of a plebiscite in Puerto 
Rico to be authorised by the 
United States Congress, 
concerning the political future of 
the country. It is the Committee's 
hope that the process initiated by 
the plebiscite will allow full 
expression to the self
determination of the Puerto Rican 
people, and the Committee 
reiterates Its support for the 
independence of Puerto Rico. 



LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

Socialist International 
Luis Ayala 
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Pedro Saad 
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Cornelio Merchan 
Gustavo Espinoza 
Antonio Rodriguez 
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Diego Torres 
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El SALVADOR 
National Revolutionary Movement, MNR 

Juan Calderon 

GUATEMALA 
Democratic Socialist Party, PSD 

Miguel Angel Ibarra 

PUERTO RICO 
Puerto Rican Independence Party, PIP 

Fernando Martin 

UNITED STATES 
Democratic Socialists of America1 DSA 

Skip Roberts 

UNITED STATES 
Social Democrats USA, SOUSA 

Rita Freedman 
Doug Payne 

VENEZUELA 
Democratic Action, AD 

Marco Tulio Bruni Celli 
Timoteo Zambrano 

OTHER SOCIALIST INTERNATIONAL 
PARTIES 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 
Social Democratic Party of Germany, SPD 

Wolfgang Weege 

ISRAEL 
Labour Party 

Abraham Hatzamri 

ISRAEL 
United Workers' Party, MAPAM 

Mario Toiw 

SPAIN 
Spanish Socialist Workers' Party, PSOE 

Bernardo Bayona 

THE BERNT CARLSSON 

TRUST 
The Bernt Carlsson Trust was 
launched in London in 
December by Glenys Kinnock 
on the first anniversary of 
Bernt Carlsson's death in the 
Lockerbie air disaster. The 
Trust will commemorate the 
former general secretary of 
the Socialist International by 
channelling help principally 
to working people in the Third 
World. The first beneficiary 
of the Trust will be the trade 
union movement in Namibia, 
a territory for which Carlsson 
was working a s  Uni t ed 
Nations Commissioner at the 
time of his death. 

'Sending resources to 
Namibia would have been 
what Bernt wanted. We hope 
to extend our aid soon to 

countries in Asia and Latin 
America,' said Glenys Kinnock 
at the launch ceremony. The 
Trustees of the new organisation, 
which is registered under British 
law as a charity, include Luis 
Ayala, present general secretary 
of the Socialist International, 
Stanley Clinton Davis, former 
member o f  the European 
·Commission, and Sir Sigmund
Sternberg.

Among the Trust's Patrons are
Willy Brandt, the Socialist
International president, Thomas
Hammarberg, the former head
of Amnesty International, and
Guillermo Manuel Ungo of the
Salvadorean MNR.

The Trust has already collected
numerous donations in Britain
and other countries.

FRATERNAL ORGANISATION 

Socialist International Women 
Floridalma Tellez 
Ruth Herrera de Morales 

GUEST PARTIES/ORGANISATIONS 
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Popular Socialist Party, PSP 

Guillermo Estevez Boero 

ARGENTINA 
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Eduardo Mestre Sarmiento 
Hector Quintero Arredondo 

GUADELOUPE 
Socialist Party of Guadeloupe, PSG 

Jose Toribio 

HAITI 
KONAKOM 

Victor Benoit 
Branly Oge 

MEXICO 
PRI 

Carlos Flores 

NICARAGUA 
FSLN 

Aldo Dfaz Lacayo 
Silvio Prado 

PANAMA 
Marcel Salamfn 

UNITEO STATES 
Committee for US/Latin American Relations 

Robert White 
Melinda Delashmutt 

lnteramerlcan Regional Workers' 
Organisation, ORIT 

Luis Anderson 

Bernt Carlsson's brother, 

Tore Carlsson, a Trustee, 

with G/enys Kinnock at the 

Trust launch 
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Cyprus: 

division 

persists 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

OF THE 

SOCIALIST 

INTERNATIONAL 

MISSION TO 

CYPRUS 

1. To reaffirm the decisions of the 
previous mission in 1984, which 
were: 

i. The Socialist International 
should affirm its support for the 
latest initiative of the UN Secretary 
General to re-activate talks within 
the context of the UN Resolutions. 

ii. It must continue to support 
initiatives for the solution of the 
Cyprus problem wherever and 
whenever possible, within the SI, its 
member parties and their 
parliaments and assemblies. 

iii. It should reaffirm Its support 
for an independent, non-aligned 
Republic of Cyprus embracing the 
two communities, for the removal of 
foreign troops and for the creation 
of a federal demilitarised state. 

iv. It should keep in contact with 
EDEK and PASOK, and express the 
Si's views whenever possible to 
Cypriot, Greek and Turkish 
governments. 

v. It should encourage contacts 
between groups in the two 

SI MISSION VISITS 

CYPRUS 

A mission of the Socialist 
International was in Cyprus 
from 24 to 27 October 1989. 
The six-member mission was 
chaired by Irmtraut Karlsson, 
Socialist Party of Austria and 
a vice president of Socialist 
International Women, and 
also included Mike Gapes of 
the British Labour Party, 
Didier Billion of the French 
Socialist Party, Veronika 
Isenberg of the Social 
Democratic Party of 
Germany, Johny Gal of 
MAPAM, Israel, and Renata 
Malerba of the Italian 
Socialist Party. 

Following up on two 
previous missions to Cyprus 
in 1982 and 1984, the 

communities, including support for 
initiatives to establish a University of 
Cyprus. 

vi. It should encourage the two 
communities to solve the 911 .. stion of 
missing persons. 

2. That it would be desirable for the 
Socialist International to have an 
opportunity to discuss with our Turkish 
member parties, the Social Democratic 
Populist Party (SHP) and the 
Democratic Socialist Party (OSP), 
matters raised with us during our visit 
to Cyprus and to make known the 
views of our member parties on the 
Cyprus problem. 

3. That the Socialist International and 
Its member parties press for Turkish 
Cypriot opposition parties to be able 
to travel without hindrance. 

4. That the Socialist International 
organise a seminar to which It will 
invite Greek Cypriot and Turkish 
Cypriot political figures, Socialist 
International member parties in Europe 
and the Middle East, and other 
personalities. 

5. That the Socialist International 
welcomes and encourages meetings 
and dialogue between the two 
communities in Cyprus. Such activities 
should take place on a more regular 
basis without obstacles being placed in
the way of participation by members 
of either community. 

mission's brief was to gather 
information on current 
developments and on the 
prospects for a negotiated 
solution to the Cyprus 
problem. 

There was a very full 
programme. As well as 
meetings with Vassos 
Lyssarides, president, and 
other leaders of the Socialist 
Party of Cyprus, EDEK, a 
member party of the 
Socialist International, they 
met with leaders of the 
Democratic Rally, DSY, and 
the Communist Party, AKEL; 
and with former President of 
the Republic Spyros 
Kyprianou, president of the 
Democratic Party, DIKO. 

6. That the Socialist International 
welcomes the efforts of the United 
Nations Secretary General and his 
representatives in Cyprus to find a 
solution to the problem. 

7. That the Socialist International 
welcomes intercommunal cooperation 
like that between the two 
municipalities of Nicosia in the Nicosia
Master Plan. Such cooperation should 
be encouraged and promoted by 
grants and loans from the European 
Community and other international 
organisations under the proviso that 
the funds should be used for joint 
action of the Turkish Cypriot and 
Greek Cypriot communities. 

8. That efforts should continue to be 
made through other international 
organisations including the European 
Community to work for a solution. 

9. That renewed efforts should be 
made to resolve the difficult issue of 
missing persons. This is a very sensitive 
and emotional issue and a solution of 
the question would greatly assist the 
process of reconciliation. 

1 0.That recognition be given to the 
desire of certain groups to be invited 
as observers to meetings of the 
Socialist International, and lhat 
positivl' consideration be given to 
wishes to participate in the work of the 
Socialist International on the Cyprus 
question, after consultation with the 
member parties. 



Meetings were also held 
with the Commander of the 
United Nations Forces in 
Cyprus, the Special 
Representative of the UN 
Secretary General in Cyprus, 
and the secretary of the 
Missing Persons Committee. 

On 26 October, the 
members of the mission 
crossed the 'green line' for 
meetings in the North of the 
island, with leaders of the 
New Cyprus Party, the 
Communal Liberation Party, 
TKP, and the Republican 
Turkish Party, CTP; and with 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash and other 
representatives of his 
administration. 

The SI group's final 
meeting was with George 
Vassiliou, President of the 
Republic of Cyprus. 

Reporting on the mission 
to the SI Council in Geneva, 
Irmtraut Karlsson said: 
'Cyprus is an unsolved 
conflict, which, due to the 
fact that there is no major 
violence, has vanished from 
our consciousness. We forget 
that this (;'uuently peaceful 
island is a highly militarised 
island. There are 600,000 
inhabitants and about 10 per 
cent are soldiers - not just 
soldiers, but soldiers from 
different and antagonistic 
armies. 

In the difficult geo
political zone of the Eastern 
Mediterranean, this calm 
island could explode quite 
suddenly.' 

lntercommunal talks had 
not been progressing, and all 
the points of conflict 
remained. It was vital that 
the international 
community, including the 
SI, help to find a solution to 
the Cyprus problem. 

The detailed written report 
from the mission, including 
a number of 
recommendations for future 
action by the Socialist 
International, was adopted 
by the Council. 

SI OBSERVERS IN NAMIBIA 

As Namibia moved towards 
its first free elections and 
the start of the 
independence process, in 
accordance with UN 
Resolution 435, the Socialist 
International reaffirmed its 
commitment to a future free, 
independent and democratic 
Namibia, and SI observer 
delegations were in Namibia 
both prior to and during the 
elections. 

The first SI mission, in 
Namibia from 9 to 12 
October to observe the 
development of the 
camp·aign some four weeks 
before voting, was chaired 
by Herta Daubler Gmelin, 
vice-chair of the Social 
Democratic Party of 
Germany, and also included 
SI general secretary Luis 
Ayala, Gerard Fuchs of the 
French Socialist Party, Bara 
Diouf of the Socialist Party 
of Senegal, Jouko Elo of the 
Finnish Social Democratic 
Party, Caroie Tongue, of the 
British Labour Party and a 
member of the European 
Parliament Socialist Group, 
Wolfgang Weege of the 
Social Democratic Party of 
Germany, and Jan Marin us 
Wiersma of the Dutch 
Labour Party. 

In an intensive four-day 
period, in Windhoek, in the 
the black 'township' of 
Katutura, and in 
Ovamboland, they met with 
United Nations officials, 
including the Special 
Representative of the United 
Nations General Secretary, 
Martti Ahtisaari; with the 
South African Administrator 
General, Louis Pienaar; with 
representatives of political 
parties, including SWAPO 
leader Sam Nujoma; with 
church officials, trade union 
officials, and representatives 
of a variety of other 
organisations. 

Subsequently an SI 
delegation including Bo 

Toresson, Social Democratic 
Party of Sweden; Peter 
Jankowitsch, Austrian 
Socialist Party; Jouko Elo, 
Social Democratic Party of 
Finland; Nico Schrijver, 
Dutch Labour Party; Dirk 
Drij booms, Socialist Party of 
Belgium, SP; and Rafael 
Vallejo of the Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party, was 
in Windhoek from 5 to 11 
November to follow the 
voting process. The Sl 
observers visited many 
polling stations in the 
capital of Namibia and 
surrounding 'townships' and 
rural areas, and also held 
meetings with party leaders 
including Sam Nujoma, and 
with Special Representative 
Martti Ahtisaari and other 
UN officials. 

Positive impressions 
The overall impression 
formed by all the SI 
observers of the UN 
Transition Assistance Group, 
UNTAG, and its operation in 
Namibia, was a positive one. 
There were a number of 
serious threats to the 
election process: an obvious 
lack of impartiality on the 
part of South Africa and the 
Administrator General; 
worrying instances of 
intimidation and violence, 
particularly by former 
members of the disbanded 
KOEVOET counter
insurgency force; and 
evidence of the involvement 
of some members of the 
Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance, DTA, in attempts to 
disturb the elections 
campaign. However, largelr 
effective monitoring by the 
UN forces, and especially the 
democratic enthusiasm and 
discipline shown by the 
majority of the �amibiar. 
people, ensured tha. �·oter 
registration, electoral 
campaigning and .:he Tour:;: 
process itself cou!d 'be 
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Independence 

at last 

described as free and fair in 
accordance with UN Security 
Council requrements. 

Future support for 
Namibia 
The members of both SI 
missions emphasised that 
international interest and 
support for Namibia must 
not end with independence. 

Having seen something of 
the conditions of daily life 

ANTON LUBOWSKI 

Speaking at the SI Council in Geneva, Peter 
Jankowitsch of the Austrian Socialist Party 
paid tribute to Anton Lubowski, member 
of the SWAPO leadership and friend of 
many in the Socialist International, who 
was gunned down outside his house in 
W indhoek a few weeks before the 
independence process began. 

for many Namibians, both in 
the capital and in remote 
rural areas, the very unequal 
distribution of wealth, and 
the degree of dependence on 
South Africa, it was evident 
that the future of 
independent Namibia 
depended on economic 
transformation, and that for 
this Namibia would need 
considerable and sustained 
assistance and cooperation 
from the international 
community. Without urgent 
programmes to develop the 
poorest areas and to 
reintegrate and use the skills 
of the returned refugees, it 
seemed likely that many of 
the 41,000 who returned 
from exile ill the run-up to 
the elections would swell the 
population of the shanty 
towns around Windhoek or 
would be forced back into 
exile. 

Alongside economic issues, 
after decades of colonial 
suppression and apartheid, 
questions of basic human 
rights and freedoms loomed 
large. Allegations remained, 
not only of ill-treatment, 
torture and disappearances 
inflicted by the South 
African authorities on those 
detained in recent years, but 
also of ill-treatment and 
disappearances of prisoners 
held by SWAPO in Angola. 
The SI observers, following 
discussions with Martti 
Ahtisaari, were satisfied that 
much had already been 
done, with full SWAPO 
cooperation, to establish an 
objective basis for 
investigation. 

Nujoma names 
government 
In the elections for a 72-
inember constituent 
assembly, SWAPO won a 
comfortable overall majority 
of 41 seats and 57.3 per cent 
of the vote, against 21 seats 
and 28.5 per cent for the 
Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance, OTA, with five 
small parties taking the 
other 10 seats. Although 
SWAPO did not obtain the 
two-thirds majority required 
for approval of the new 
constitution, its flexibility in 
subsequent negotiations 
facilitated unanimous 
agreement on a new text on 
20 December 1989. 

The following day, Nujoma 
announced the compositon 
of his independence 
government under the 
premiership of Hage Geingob 
of SWAPO. While SWAPO 
figures were allocated most 
of the portfolios, the 
government would also 
include several non-SWAPO 
representatives, notably Otto 
Herrigel, a white Namibian 
of Afrikaner descent, who 
was named as Finance 
Minister. 

21 March 1990 was named 
as Namibian Independence 
Day. 



SIDAC: TALKS IN 

WARSAW 

implications for the future 
posture of the Polish armed 
forces, the impact of 
Poland's economic problems 
on defence spending, and 
possibilities for conversion 
from military to non
military production. ln the light of significant 

political changes in Poland, 
the Socialist International 
Disarmament Advisory 
Council accepted a long
standing invitation to send a 
delegation to Warsaw. This 
invitation was endorsed by 
both chambers of the' Polish 
parliament, thereby 
reflecting the new political 
realities in the country. 

The visit took place from 
15 to 17 November 1989 and 
those taking part included: 
Kalevi Sorsa, chair of SIDAC, 
Social Democratic Party of 
Finland; Paolo Vittorelli, 
secretary of SJDAC, Italian 
Socialist Party; Maarten van 
Traa, second secretary of 
SIDAC, Labour Party of the 
Netherlands; Sylvia Michal, 
Socialist Party of Austria; 
Martin O'Neill and Mike 
Gapes, British Labour Party; 
Lasse Budtz, Social 
Democratic Party, Denmark; 
Veronika Isenberg, Social 
Democratic Party, Federal 
Republic of Germany; Allan 
Rosas, Markku Hyvarinen 
and Jouko Elo, Social 
Democratic Party, Finland; 
Sachiko Taguchi, Democratic 
Socialist Party of Japan; 
Joseph Mathiam, Socialist 
Party of Senegal; and 
Heinrich Buchbinder, Social 
Democratic Party of 
Switzerland. 

The SI delegation met 
Prime Minister Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki, President 
Wojciech Jaruzelski, Adam 
Michnik, Henryck Michalek 
and other Solidarity leaders, 
First Secretary Mieczyslaw 
Rakowski and other leaders 
of the Polish United 
Workers' Party (as it then 
was), and a number of hlgh
level functionaries at the 
Ministry of Defence. 

At the Parliament they also 
met speakers of both houses, 

and the parliamentary 
leaders of the Civic Group 
(Solidarity and allies), the 
United Peasants Party, the 
Democratic Party, the 
Christian Social Union, the 
Polish Lay Catholics Union, 
the Pax Lay Catholics Group, 
and the Polish United 
Workers' Party. 

A central focus of 
consideration at all these 
meetings was the current and 
future situation of Poland 
and its neighbours: 

Discussions also ranged 
over many international 
issues including Poland's 
relationship with the Soviet 
Union, the future of the 
Warsaw Pact and NATO, 
future military and 
economic cooperation in 
Europe, prospects for the 
Vienna negotiations on 
conventional armed forces 
in Europe, and confidence 
and security building 
measures. 

SEMINAR 

IN 

MOSCOW 

A seminar on 'Co
existence of various forms 
of property and market' 
took place in Moscow on 8 
to 10 February 199(}, with 
the participation of 
economic experts from a 
number of SI member 
parties in Europe and 
experts from the Soviet 
Union. 

The main issues 
discussed were: the place 
and role of property in 
economic programmes of 
political parties; the issue 
of property; combination 
of different forms of 
property (State, share 
holding, cooperative and 
individual) in a market 
economy; forms of 
transition from State 

property to share holding 
and other forms of 
property (transformation 
of State enterprises Into 
joint stock companies); 
the role of State property 
in market economies; and 
problems of transition 
from centralised to market 
economy. 

The seminar was 
attended by represent
atives of SI member 
parties in Austria, Great 
Britain, Finland, France, 
the Federal Republic of 
Germany, Italy, the 
Netherlands, Norway 
Portugal, Spain and 
Sweden; and leading 
Soviet officials and 
academicians involved in 
the Soviet economv 
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Chilean 

president 

and SI 

delegates: 

among 

friends 

ELECTIONS IN CHILE . . .

A delegation from the 
Socialist International 
travelled to Chile to observe 
the country's first free 
elections in 16 years, on 14 
December 1989. Twenty 
member parties were 
represented in the 
delegation, which included 
Herbert Berger, Socialist 
Party of Austria (SPOe); 
Carmen Pereira, 
Revolutionary Left 
Movement (MIR), Bolivia; 
Francisco Borja, Democratic 
Left Party (PID), Ecuador; SI 
vice president Guillermo 
Ungo, National 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MNR), El Salvador; Ernst 
Waltemate, Social 
Democratic Party (SPD), 
Federal Republic of 
Germany; Juha Eskelinen, 
Social Democratic Party of 
Finland; Pierra Brana, Claude 
Bartolone, Gerard Lindeperg, 
Arlette Carlotti and Maria 

Dolores Rodas, Socialist 
Party of France (PS); George 
Foulkes, Labour Party, Great 
Britain; Miguel Angel Ibarra, 
Democratic Socialist Party of 
Guatemala; Arnold Antonin, 
National Progressive 
Revolutionary Party 
(PANPRA) of Haiti; Eitan 
Sela, Labour Party, Israel; 
Lotti Mehler, MAPAM, Israel; 
Walter Marossi and 
Alessandra Paradisi, Italian 
Socialist Party (PSI); Peter 
Galauff and Eveline 
Herf�ens, Labour Party of the 
Netherlands (PvdA); Elena 
Flores, Leopoldo Torres, 
Ludolfo Paramio and Cesar 
Mogo, Spanish Socialist 
Workers' Party (PSOE); 
Margaret Grape-Lantz, Bert 
Lundin and Goeran Karlsson, 
Swedish Social Democratic 
Party (SAP); Regula 
Ochsenbein, Social 
Democratic Party of 
Switzerland; and Maria 

Rodriguez-Jonas, Socialist 
International Women. The 
delegation was headed by 
SI general secretary Luis 
Ayala. 

Prior to the voting, the SI 
group met leaders of the 
main opposition parties 
united in the Coalition 
for Democracy, the 
Coalition's presidential 
candidate Patricio Aylwin, 
and SI vice president 
Enrique Silva Cimma, who 
played_a leading role in t?e
campaign. 

On voting day, groups of 
SI observers toured different 
polling stations in a wide 
variety of areas in and 
outside the capital, Santiago, 
and were able to observe 
with satisfaction the orderly 
and well-supervised voting 
process, which resulted in 
victory for the the Coalition 
led by Aylwin. (see Notebook 
Section, p 60 for election 
results and details of new 
Chilean government). 



... AND IN NICARAGUA 

From 12 to l 4 January 1990, 
a Socialist International 
mission was in Nicaragua to 
observe the campaign for 
February's elections. The 
group included SI general 
secretary Luis Ayala; 
Guillermo Ungo, National 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MNR) of El Salvador and an 
SI vice president; Jose Luis 
Garcia Raya, Spanish 
Socialist Wo[kers' Party 
(PSOE); Jukka Pakkala, Social 
Democratic Party of Finland; 
Marie Duflo, French Socialist 
Party (PS); Miguel Angel 
Ibarra, Democratic Socialist 
Party (PSD) of Guatemala; 
Abraham Hatzamri, Labour 
Party of Israel; Gary Brenner, 
MAPAM, Israel; Wolfgang 
Weege, Social Democratic 
Party (SPD), Federal Republic 
of Germany; Rita Freedman 
and Douglas Payne, Social 
Democrats USA (SOUSA); 
Timoteo Zambrano, 
Democratic Action Party 
(AD), Venezuela; and 
Floridalma TelltZ, Socialist 
International Women. 

The mission met officials 
of the FSLN, the UNO 
(National Opposition Union) 
and the Social Christian 
Party, the president of the 
Supreme Electoral Council, 
the observer mission of the 
United Nations, and of the 
Organisation of American 
States, the observer mission 
led by ex-US president 
Jimmy Carter, and others. 
They also observed rallies 
and demonstrations in 
support of different 
candidates. 

They were able to verify 
that some 92 per cent of 
those eligible had registered 
to vote and that, thanks to 
the effective work of the 
Supreme Electoral Council 
and the support provided by 
various international 
observer missions, all aspects 
of the electoral campaign 
were proceeding 
satisfactorily. Whilst the 

mission heard some 
criticisms of the electoral 
process, concerning abuse of 
the media, verbal and other 
intimidation, they were 
satisfied that none of these 
was sufficiently serious to 
call into question the 
legitimacy of the electoral 
process. This view was 
confirmed by the permanent 
observer missions based in 
Nicaragua. 

The mission presented a 
report, which was widely 
distributed prior to the 
elections. 

A second SI delegation 
travelled to Nicaragua to 
observe the elections on 25 
February. The group 
included SI general secretary 
Luis Ayala and SI vice 
president Guillermo Ungo, 
of the National 
Revolutionary Movement 
(MNR), El Salvador; together 
with Peter Jankowitsch, 
Socialist Party of Austria 
(SPOe); Dan Heap, New 
Democratic Party (NDP), 
Canada; Walter Coto, 
National Liberation Party 
(PLN), Costa Rica; Lasse 
Budtz, Social Democratic 
Party of Denmark (SOP); 
Yves Vidal, Socialist Party of 
France (PS); Hans-Ji.irge_n 
Wischnewski and Wolfgang 
Weege, Social Democratic 
Party (SPD), Federal Republic 
of Germany; Michael 
Higgins, Labour Party of 
Ireland; Eitan Sela, Labour 
Party of Israel; Walter 
Marossi, Italian Socialist 
Party (PSI); Fernando Martin 
and Ariel Colon, Puerto Rico 
Independence Party (PIP); 
Elena Flores, Spanish 
Socialist Workers' Party, 
(PSOE); Monica Andersson, 
Swedish Social Democratic 
Party (SAP); Ernst 
Leuenberger, Social 
Democratic Party of 
Switzerland; Joel Freedman 
and Doug Payne, Social 
Democrats USA; Timoteo 
Zambrano, Democratic 

Action Party (AD), 
Venezuela; and Floridalma 
Tellez, Socialist International 
Women. 

SI delegates observed the 
voting process in Managua 
and in all parts of the 
country, including the cities 
of Matagalpa, Leon, Granada 
and Chontales. After the 
completion of voting and 
the announcement of the 
victory of the opposition 
UNO coalition led by 
presidential candidate 
Violeta Chamorro, the 
delegation issued the 
following statement: 

STATEMENT 

1. The Socialist International delegation to observe
the elections in Nicaragua, states that the electoral
process carried out yesterday, 25 February 1990,
was in all aspects an honest, fair and tree election.

2. The government of Nicaragua and its authorities
have succeeded, in spite of external military and
economic aggression, in carrying out these historic
elec;tions in which the people of Nicaragua have
had the opportunity to express themselves
democratically.

3. Through this exemplary process, the people of
Nicaragua have strengthened their position among
the democratic nations in Latin America and in the 
world.

4. We express our confidence that Nicaragua will
continue its progress and development with social
justice in the spirit of the revolution of 1979 and 
that democracy will continue to draw strength from 
freedom of expression, respect and the 
participation of all the political and social forces in
the country.

5. Having left behind the sad legacy of the Somoza
dictatorship Nicaragua has, with sacrifice and
effort, won its place among the independent and
sovereign nations, and has gained the respect of 
the international community. This constitutes today 
one of the important achievements which should be
defended as the birthright of all Nicaraguans.

6. Nicaragua has for many years deserved peace
and an end to foreign aggression. In the new phase
which begins following this electoral process o ... ,
firm expectations are for a future o' pe.1ce •o• •
Nicaraguans, which at the saroe t,f'l'le w
strengthen the prospects for oezce n th� Ce:::it.--a
American region

7. Finally, we congrati.,ate a I .>i� � 
who have part1c·oateo � t. !s � ec V-:: 
all those "'ho at ti' 1 t -!, • •Ir!
great respo.,sfb
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AUSTRALIA 

ALP's 'first' In Western 
Australia 

The ruling Labor Party (ALP) 
in Western Australia made 
history in February when Dr 
Carmen Lawrence became 
the country s first-evt'r 
woman state premier. She 
succe1=ded Peter Dowding, 
who had held the post since 
earh· 1988 and had led the 
.\LP . .o its third successive 
term m state elections in 
Februarv 1989. His 
:esignation followed new 
c1sclosures about the links 
t><:.ween the state govern
m·ent and big business 
i=lterests in Western 
Aus:ralia. 

Dr Law1ence (41) had 
ser\."ed as state education 
minister under Dowding and 
was elected to the leadership 
unopposed. She announced 
rhat her government would 
give priority to the interests 
of children, old people and 
Aborigines. 

BRAZIL 

Left comes dose 

Brazil's first direct and free 
presidential elections in 29 
years took place in two 
rounds on November 15 and 
December 17, resulting in a 
win for the populist centre
right over the radical left. 

The first round was 
contested by 21 candidates 
including SI vice president 
Leonel Brizola, leader of the 
Democratic Labour Party 
(PDT), a full member of the 
International since the 1989

Stockholm Congress. Brizola 
secured third place with a 
highly respectable 15.5 per 
cent (11.2 million votes), 
fractionally behind Luis 
Inacio da Silva (Lula), the 
charismatic leader of the 
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leftist Workers' Party (PT) 
with 16.1 per cent. The first
round leader was Fernando 
Collor, founder and leader of 
the six-month-old National 
Reconstruction Party (PRN), 
with 28.5 per cent. Both the 
PDT and the fourth-placed 
Social Democratic Party of 
Brazil (PSDB) opted to 
support Lula in the two-man 
run-off, but Collor, heavily 
backed by the business 
community, managed a 
narrow victory with 53 per 
cent of the total valid poll to 
47 per cent for the lefC ln an 
attempt to overcome the 
handicap of having just 24

PRN supporters in the 559-
seat Congress, Collor offered 
the PT seats in a government 
of national unity, but this 
was rejected in the aftermath 
of a somewhat vitriolic 
election campaign. The 
transfer of power from 
outgoing President Jose 
Sarney, scheduled for March 
15, was preceded by intense 
negotiations aimed at 
forming a pro-Collor centre
right coalition. 

CANADA 

McLaughlin opposes 
Meech Lake Accord 

The new leader of the 
opposition New Democrats 
(NOP), Audrey McLaughlin, 
has reaffirmed the party's 
objections to the Meech Lake 
Accord seeking to create a 
new constitutional 
framework for Canada. 
Signed in 1987, the Accord 
recognised French-speaking 
Quebec as a 'distinct society' 
within the federation, but 
has so far failed to secure the 
necessary ratification by all 
of Canada's provincial 
governments. 

The first woman leader of a 
major Canadian party, 53-
year-old McLaughlin was 
elected at the NDP's 
Winnipeg convention in 
December. She defeated six 

other contenders over four 
ballots, finally receiving 
1,216 votes to 1,072 for 
David Barrett, ex-premier of 
British Columbia. A former 
mink farmer, teacher, social 
worker and business 
consultant, McLaughlin had 
entered the federal 
parliament as recently as 
198 7 as the sole 
representative of the Yukon 
Territory. 

McLaughlin replaced Ed 
Broadbent (also 53), who 
had led the NOP for 14

years. Under his stewardship, 
the party had won an 
unprecedented 43 out of 295

federal seats in the 1988 
elections, but remained 
entrenched as Canada's tblrd 
party after the ruling 
Progressive Conservatives 
and the Liberals. Broadbent 
gave up his parliamentary 
seat at the end of the year. 

The Winnipeg convention 
called for revision of Meech 
Lake to take account of five 
conditions for acceptance 
entered by the Quebec 
government. Supporting this 
policy, the new NOP leader 
said that it was 'absolutely 
clear' that the Accord must 
be changed to acMeve full 
constitutional reconciliation 
in Canada. 

CHILE 

Coalition cabinet 
announced 

On 9 January the Christian 
Democrat (DC) leader 
Patricio Aylwin, Chile's 
president-elect since the 
polls of the previous month, 
named Enrique Silva Cimma, 
vice president of the SI and 
president of the Radical 
Party (PR), as foreign 
minister in the cabinet due 
to take over from the 
Pinochet regime on 11 
March. Juan Agustin 
Figueroa Yanez, also of the 
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PR, will become agriculture 
minister. Other parties 
featuring in the broad-based 
coalition government will 
include the DC with nine of 
the 20 posts (including 
Enrique Krauss as interior 
minister and Alejandro 
Foxley at finance), the 
centre-left Party for 
Democracy (PPD) of Ricardo 
Lagos, who will be education 
minister, the reunited 
Socialist Party (PS) and the 
Social Democrats (PSD). 

The presidential and 
congressional elections on 
14 December - the first since 
the 1973 coup - gave a 
resounding victory to the 17-
party opposition Coalition 
for Democracy (CPD) 
including the PR and the 
DC, the latter retaining its 
traditional position as the 
largest single party. Aylwio 
obtained an absolute 
majority (55 per cent of the 
valid vote) in the 
presidential election, easily 
defeating both right-wingers 
- the pro-government
candidate Heman Biichi (29
per cent) and the populist
businessman Francisco
Errazuriz (15 per cent) - and
obviating the need for a
second round of voting. The
new government will have
71 seats from the different
coalition parties, to 49 for
independent and right-wing
candidates who were greatly
favoured by the unfair
electoral system imposed by 
the outgoing dictatorship. In
the Senate the Pinochet
electoral laws gave the right,
including government
appointed senators, a total
of 26, somewhat restricting
the coalition government's
room for manoeuvre.

Despite the clear popular 
mandate for democratisation 
and progress, the present 
constitution still secures a 
continuing strong role for 
the militaxy, including 
Pinochet who retains the 
post of Commander-in-Chief 
until 1997 but has stated his 
intention of co-operating 
with the Aylwin 
government. 

COSTA RICA 

PLN loses mandate 

The social democratic 
National Liberation Party 
(PLN), in power since 1982, 
suffered a narrow defeat at 
the hands of the centre-right 
Social Christian Unity Party 
(PUSC) in presidential and 
legislative elections on 4 
February. President Oscar 
Arias, who received the 1987 
Nobel Peace Prize for his 
efforts to bring peace to 
Central America, will hand 
over on 8 May to Rafael 
Calder6n, who in his third 
successive presidential 
contest won 51.4 per cent of 
the total valid vote as 
against 4 7 .2 per cent for PLN 
nominee Carlos Manuel 
Castillo (a former vice
president). This was almost 
an exact reversal of the 1986 
result (PLN 52.3 per cent, 
PUSC 45.8 per cent). Control 
of the unicameral Legislative 
Assembly also passed to the 
PUSC, which took 29 seats to 
25 for the PLN (1986: 25 and 
29 respectively). Three 
minor parties each secured 
one seat, as in 1986, with a 
combined total of 1.4 per 
cent of the presidential vote. 

The PLN's disappointing 
showing was widely 
attributed to economic 
uncertalnties and to the 
country's tradition of 
alternation between social 
democratic and centre-right 
governments. Although the 
Arias government presided 
over four years of sustained 
growth, with low 
unemployment and low 
inflation, the substantial 
public debt and the recent 
collapse of the coffee price 
have made a significant 
downturn in 1990 more than 
likely. However the present 
situation is a vast 
improvement on the chaos 
inherited by the PLN from 
the last PUSC regime in 
1982. 

Accepting the people's 
verdict in line with Costa 

Rica's long democratic 
tradition, Castillo promised 
to form a 'loyal, responsible, 
constructive but determined 
opposition' to the new 
Christian Democratic 
government. The PLN's 
priority would be to defend 
the living standards of the 
people. 

FEDERAL 

REPUBLIC OF 

GERMANY 

SPD endorses Berlin 
Programme 

Responding to the 
momentous events in East 
Germany and elsewhere in 
communist Europe, the 
German Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) held a congress 
in Berlin on 18-20 
December, little more than a 
month after the historic 
opening of the Berlin Wall. 
Originally scheduled for 
Bremen, the gathering had 
been billed as the formal 
adoption meeting for a new 
SPD basic programme. In the 
event, all attention focused 
on the German question and 
on SPD policy towards the 
prospect of German 
unification. 

What became known as the 
Berlin Programme sought to 
update and modernize the 
celebrated Godesberg 
Programme of 1959, in 
which the SPO had come to 
terms with the market 
economy. Overwhelmingly 
adopted by the 441 congress 
delegates, it called for the 
early creation of a 
confederation of the two 
Germanies as the first stage 
towards the emergence of a 
'federal state order'. The 
programme looked forwar<! 
to the withdrawal of both 
Soviet and t.:S troops rrom 
Europe aod the c:eatio:: :!f 
nuclear-weapons-free zon�� 
in the continent. 
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