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This is the ninth in a series that shares the rich history of Luverne as it celebrates 150 
years. This comes from the archives of the newspaper and from Betty Mann: 
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A match 
made in
heaven

By Lori Sorenson
Th e lighted steeple of Palisade Lutheran 

Church in western Rock County is a beacon on 
the prairie for travelers on State Highway 23.

But in recent years, that light was at risk of 
dimming — literally and fi guratively. Sunday 
morning attendance was dwindling, and the 
congregation’s spiritual well was running dry.

Th ere was even talk among synod leaders 
about closing the doors to merge with a larger, 
more vibrant nearby congregation.

But last fall, the tide turned for Palisade 
Lutheran and its sister church, First Lutheran 
in Valley Springs.

‘It feels like home’
Laura Phillips, a preschool teacher-turned 

pastor from Farmington began interning with 

the two churches on Sept. 11, 2016.
“I knew nothing about them except that they 

needed a pastor,” she said.
Th e church members knew nothing about 

Phillips except that she needed an internship.
It turned out to be a match made in heaven.

“It very much feels like home to me,” Phillips 
said. “It’s very much like the church I grew up in.”

As a side note, her childhood pastor in 
Farmington is a former pastor at Palisade church. 

“No wonder I feel at home.”
And she said there’s something special 

about her relationship with her parishioners. 
“Everyone has been so kind to me,” Phil-

lips said. 
“What I love about this church is they are 

so small, everyone is involved and everyone 
is doing something. It’s fun to see how people 

pitch in and get things done.”
Palisade Lutheran has an average Sunday 

morning attendance of 35-40 out of its 160 mem-
bers. And, because of the small group, it didn’t 
take her long to meet everyone.

“I get to enjoy them and love them; that’s my 
job,” she said. “It’s loving people. Knowing them, 
knowing how to pray for them, and especially 
sharing with them the gospel message.”

‘She has been a godsend’
From a church member’s perspective, the 

feelings are more than mutual.
“I just feel like she has been a godsend — not 

just to David and me, but to our congregation,” 
said Patti Swenson.

By Mavis Fodness
Members of the Luverne High 

School Mock Trial team know how to 
perform well under pressure.

For the third year in a row, a 
Luverne team will represent the area 
at the state competition Friday and 
Saturday in St. Cloud. 

However, this year’s bid for a 
return trip was a test of nerves for the 
12-member “A” team.

Th e Feb. 15 fi nal round to deter-
mine who would represent Region 5 
at the state tournament left Luverne 
and Lakeview High School tied at 215 
points each.

“At the bottom of the score sheet 
each judge has to mark which team 
was overall better and should win 
if there is a tie,” said attorney coach 
Jeff  Haubrich. “Both judges marked 

LHS Mock Trial heading to state competition ... again
Three-peat!

By Lori Sorenson
A Luverne couple who man-

aged Taco John’s are accused of 
felony theft after owners tabulated 
more than $31,000 in missing cash 
deposits.

According to the criminal 
complaints fi led Monday in Rock 
County District Court, the investi-
gation started last fall when own-
ers contacted the sheriff ’s offi  ce 
about suspected employee theft.

Owners Ronald and John 
Christianson have owned the Taco 
John’s in Luverne for 12 years and 
hired Jacob Wright as manager 
four years ago. His wife, Amber 
Wright, was assistant manager and 
has worked at the restaurant for 
the entire time the Christiansons 
have owned it.

Th ey told law enforcement 
they had been having problems 
with weekend deposits — includ-

ing Fridays — not getting in the 
bank until Monday. Typically de-
posits are made every day except 
weekends.

Th ey said money would be 
missing and later paid back and 
some shortfalls were covered by 
other deposits. Th e Christiansons 
said this pattern continued and 
got progressively worse until they 
were missing $26,000.

Th ey said they approached 
the Wrights about the shortfall 
and gave them the opportunity 
to pay it back.

Then they confronted the 
Wrights about the money and 
discussed gambling problems. 
When asked about the missing 
Saturday money from the week 
prior, both Jake and Amber stated 
they believed a bag with $900 in 

Taco John’s managers 
charged with felony theft

Teacher turned preacher ‘breathes life’ into rural church

By Mavis Fodness
Th e documentary fi lm, “Th e Bad 

Kids,” will be shown at 7 p.m. Friday, 
March 17, on St. Patrick’s Day at the 
Palace Th eatre in Luverne.

Th e fi lm documents the story 
of students in poverty at Black Rock 
Continuation High School near Yucca 
Valley, California, where Vonda Vi-
land is principal.

Th e fi lm follows her positive im-
pact on students who face daunting 
challenges on their road to gradu-
ation.

Viland graduated from LHS in 
1984 and has taught in the California 
school district for 30 years.

 “Th e Bad Kids” was fi lmed over a 
two-year period and uses no narrator. 
Instead, the camera follows Viland 
and the Black Rock students, using 
their interactions and conversations 
to tell the story.

Th e Sundance Film Festival rec-
ognized the production for its unique 
fi lming technique.

As a result of the fi lm’s accolades, 
Viland wrote a book with co-worker 
Deborah Turner called “Lessons 
From the Bad Kids.”

Th e book is written for educa-
tors, mental health providers and the 
general public. Th e book was released 
in January.

Luverne’s March 17 showing of 
the fi lm comes days before the fi lm 
premieres on the Public Broadcast-
ing Channel.

Viland fashioned staff  develop-
ment lessons for each book chapter. 
Each chapter has about 10 activities.

“As it is our goal to help kids, we 
are giving (the lessons) to anyone who 
contacts us wishing to have them to 
work with educators to help at-risk 
students,” Viland wrote.

For the lessons, contact Viland 
at vkviland@hotmail.com.

PBS will air “Th e Bad Kids” on 
March 20.

Th e guide for teachers and stu-
dents will also be listed on the PBS 
website after the airing.

Viland and the fi lm’s producer 
were invited to Luverne’s March 17 
event, but she won’t be able to at-
tend due to a confl ict with teacher 

‘Bad Kids’ 
showing 
at Palace 
March 17

Hospital care in Luverne dates back to the very early 1900s. According to local histo-
rians, Dr. E.A. Spaulding, one of Luverne’s fi rst physicians and surgeons, performed 

surgeries in a dwelling at the corner of Spring and Luverne streets.  In 1903 
he built the fi rst hospital in Luverne that was used until 1957, when the fa-

Match made in heaven/continued on page 3A

Taco John’s theft/see page 5A

Mavis Fodness Photo/0302 Mock Trial Threepeat

Members of the Luverne High School Mock Trial team practice in the media 
center before school Monday for the state Mock Trial competition Friday 
and Saturday in St. Cloud. This is the third year the local team has qualifi ed.Mock Trial three-peat/see 2A

‘Bad Kids’ March 17/see page 2A

Lori Sorenson photos/0302 pastor laura outside

Since last fall, Intern Pastor Laura Phillips has been leading Palisade Lutheran Church’s congregation in western Rock County and also at First 
Lutheran in Valley Springs. She grew up in Farmington and said she’s at home in rural Rock County, affectionately referring to nearby cattle as 

“Lutheran cows.” Her parishioners, including church secretary Carrie Bakken, have called her a godsend. “She brings a more useful perspective,” 
Bakken said. “It used to be the old Norwegian Lutheran way for so many years, and she brings a fresh perspective.” She said church services are 
still based on Lutheran tradition, but it feels different — better. “I feel like Laura has brought us out of that rut and I look forward to going to church,” 
Bakken said.  “Each Sunday is new and exciting, and you wonder what she’s going to bring this time.” 
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Luverne, MinnesotaDr Sandra Carman
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Insurance 
Accepted

283-2561 • 103 E. Main, Luverne
www.rockcountychiropractic.com

• Men, Women & Children's Health
• Custom Orthotics • Kinesiotape • Athletic 

Care • MassageTherapy • Work & Auto 
Injuries • Postural Restoration Dr. Michael Smith

Acupuncture
Acupuncture Chiropractic Care
Family Care Sports Injuries

Auto & Work InjuriesKinesiotape

Acupuncture and Massage Available
Kris Van Der Brink M.T. & Amy Rosales M.T.

507.449.4400

Codie Zeutenhorst, D.C., CAc

www.luvernechiro.com
109 S. Freeman Ave. | Luverne, MN

Ray Hansen
1726 140th Ave.,

Luverne, MN 56156 
507-669-2621

comraycom@gmail.com

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Luverne.” Luverne enters the 
tournament with a 5-0 re-
cord. Two of those wins came 
against Luverne’s “B” team.

When 30 seventh- through 
12th-grade students expressed 
interest in this year’s Mock 
Trial team, coach Deb Schan-
delmeier and attorney coach 
Jeff  Haubrich formed an “A” 
and a “B” team.

Each team competed in 
three rounds, with the top 
four teams advancing to the 
semifi nal rounds. Th e top two 
teams meet in the fi nals.

Luverne’s teams went 
head-to-head twice in the 
case involving a high school 
student’s lawsuit against his 
school district for infringing 
on his right to free speech.

The teams prepare for 
both the plaintiff and the 
defense sides of the civil case. 
Each side has three witnesses 
and three lawyers plus time-
keepers and a bailiff . 

Teams are told which side 
they need to prepare in the 
Mock Trial.

Luverne’s team prepares 
extensively for either side in 
four-day-a-week practices 
before or after school.

“Practice is all about rep-
etition,” explained senior 
Knute Oldre.

Oldre returns to the state 
competition as the two-time 
All-State Attorney.

Members of the “A” Team 
are lawyers Oldre, Dylan Th or-
son, Hans Bakken and Alexa 
Chelsey. 

Witnesses are Madison 
Schandelmeier, Zayna Hustoft, 
Emma Verbrugge, Gunnar 
Oldre, Jadyn Anderson and 
Megan Rogers. Grace Sweeney 
and Sophia Lanoue are the “A” 
team’s understudies.

“We have been lucky with 
very bright kids who are will-
ing and able to spend a lot of 
time working on Mock Trial,” 
Haubrich said. 

“Also they stick with it all 
the way through (high school) 
so we aren’t starting from 
scratch each year.”

Despite the extensive 
practices, last-minute chang-
es still occur moments before 
the competitions. 

Junior Emma Verbrugge is 
a return witness. She portrays 
the suspended student for the 
plaintiff .

“I like to be prepared,” she 
said. “But it’s hard to memo-
rize things the day before.”

Good camaraderie helps 
the students stay focused in 
practices and competitions.

Th e “A” team completed 
more work themselves since 
both coaches divided their 
time between two teams in 
preparing the civil case, which 
has tougher rules.

“It takes a lot more time 
with a fi rst-year team,” said 
returning senior attorney 
Th orson.

Verbrugge added, “We 
relied more on each other be-

cause we didn’t have (Coach) 
Schandelmeier all to our-
selves.”

Th e “B” team met in the 
Feb. 9 state semi-fi nals against 
the winning “A” team.

“The quality of the “B” 
team surprised us,” Th orson 
said.

Witnesses follow affi-
davits from the actual court 
case, details of which are 
memorized.

Th e lawyers, however, de-
velop original questions to ask 
their witnesses as well as the 
other team’s witnesses. Word-
ing is important to avoid an 
objection from the opponents.

“We never know what the 
cross questions are going to 
be,” coach Schandelmeier said.

Witnesses and lawyers 
earn (or lose) points according 
to judges watching the trial.

Experience may give 

Luverne a winning edge in im-
proving on last year’s eighth-
place fi nish. Two years ago the 
team placed 10th.

“I think it is going to get 
easier,” said fi rst-year lawyer 
Alexa Chelsey, a freshman.

Th is year was easier for 
returning junior Hans Bak-
ken, who now participates as 
a lawyer after having been a 
timekeeper two years ago.

“You get to watch a team 
create a dynamic,” he said.

The state’s Mock Trial 
program is organized through 
the Minnesota State Bar As-
sociation.

Its purpose is to give 
students a practical under-
standing of the American 
legal system while assisting 
students to develop critical 
and creative thinking, eff ective 
communication and analyti-
cal reasoning skills.

By Mavis Fodness
Livestock production 

continues to expand and 
improve in Rock County, 
surprising local feedlot of-
fi cials.

Doug Bos, the local 
feedlot offi  cer, presented the 
2016 Feedlot Summary to 
Rock County Commission-
ers Feb. 21.

“We thought we were 
going to have a slower year 
given the (low livestock) 
prices we were experiencing,” 
Bos said. “A lot of growth 
continues.”

The Minnesota Pollu-
tion Control Agency con-
tracts annually with indi-
vidual counties to assist with 
the state’s feedlot program. 

As part of the contract, 
Bos and technician Lance 
Wheeler inspected 7 percent 
of the 600 feedlots in Rock 

County.
Last year they inspected 

42 feedlots and assisted two 
feedlots with environmental 
improvements.

Since 2002, 138 feedlots 
in Rock County have under-
gone minor or major envi-
ronmental improvements.

The county issued 13 
feedlot construction permits 
last year.

Of those permits four 
were for hog barns, six were 
for cattle barns and three 
were cattle feedlot expan-
sions.

Bos said as part of the 
permit process each con-
struction site was inspected 
an average of three separate 
times.

Bos noted 2016 was the 
fi rst time cattle outranked 
hog expansions within the 
county.

recruitment 
“If you know anyone looking 

for a teaching job, we are hiring 
35 teachers,” Viland wrote in a 
Feb. 24 email.

Th e Blue Mound Area Th e-
ater board is sponsoring the 
showing. “It’s only one evening,” 
said BMAT’s Dianne Ossenfort. 

“And probably not the best of days.”
An open slot in the Palace 

Theatre  schedule allowed the 
showing of the one-hour, 41-min-
ute fi lm.

Admission to the movie is $7 
for adults, $4 for students. Area 
teachers can view the fi lm for $5 
if they show their school IDs at 
the door.

BMAT spotlights any locally 
connected fi lm projects for spe-
cial showings. However, their 
showings need to squeeze be-
tween BMAT’s regular movie and 
theater production schedules.

For 2017, cattle expan-
sions seem to be keeping up 
the same pace, according to 
feedlot information Bos pre-
sented to the Rock County 
Soil and Water Conservation 
Board Feb. 21.

“It’s going to be another 
busy year for feedlots,” he 
said.

Four new hog produc-
tion sites have already been 
permitted along with four 
cattle and one dairy expan-
sions . 

One more cattle and 
three more hog facilities are 
in the application process.

It is not unusual for 
permit numbers to vary from 
year to year.

In 2014, Rock County 
had 10 new or expanding 
feedlot requests. The fol-
lowing year that number 
jumped to 24.

Local livestock facility improvement, 
expansion numbers continue climb

‘Bad Kids’ at
Palace Theatre
March 17/from 1A

Three-peat: LHS Mock Trial heads to state again/from page 1A

Mavis Fodness Photo/0302 Mock Trial Threepeat

The Luverne High School Mock Trial team consists of 12 members. Seated in the front row 
(from left) are Dylan Thorson, Madison Schandelmeier, Zayna Hustoft, Knute Oldre,  (second 
row) Sophia Lanoue, Gunnar Oldre, Grace Sweeney, Alexa Chesley, Emma Verbrugge, Jadyn 
Anderson, Megan Rogers and Hans Bakken.

Meetings
Hardwick Goal Seekers meet every Monday in Hard-

wick City Hall for the purpose of support and encourage-
ment for weight loss journeys. Weigh-in begins at 6 p.m., 
and the meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. Call Glenda, 449-0568, 
with questions.

Springwater Township Board will meet at 7 p.m. 
Tuesday, March 7, at the home of clerk Teresa Kramer.

Th e American Legion Post 123 and Auxiliary will 
meet at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, March 8, in the Post home.

Narcotics Anonymous will meet every Th ursday at 
6:30 p.m. at the Steen Reformed Church. Call 507-329-2642.

Women’s Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. 
Mondays in the United Methodist Church.

Al-Anon meets from 6:30 to  7:30 p.m. Wednesdays in 
Sanford Luverne. Call Stephanie at 507-449-1246.

Narcotics Anonymous meets at 7 p.m. Fridays and for 
basic text study at 7:30 p.m. Tuesdays in the basement of 
St. Catherine Catholic Rectory, 203 E. Brown St., Luverne. 
Use east door. For more information call 507-220-0137.

Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 8 p.m. Wednesdays 
and Saturdays in the United Methodist Church, Luverne. 
Call 605-321-4324.

Alcoholics Anonymous and Al-Anon meet from 8 to 
9 p.m. every Tuesday in Runals Memorial Hall, Edgerton. 
Call Naomi, 507-215-2956, with questions.

Bank Nite movie March 2
Th e free Bank Nite movie, “Pete’s Dragon,” rated PG, 

will begin at 6 p.m. Th ursday, March 2, at the Palace Th e-
atre in Luverne. Sponsored by First Farmers & Merchants 
National Bank and Papik Motors, a free, family-friendly 
movie is shown on the fi rst Th ursday of every month as it 
was done for “Bank Nite” in the 1930s. A cash prize drawing 
will follow the movie. Must be present to win. 

World Day of Prayer March 3
Th e World Day of Prayer  will be at 1:30 p.m. Friday, 

March 3, at St. Catherine Catholic Church in Luverne. Fel-
lowship will follow in the Gathering Space.

Weight restrictions in eff ect
Spring weight and road restrictions are in place on Rock 

County roadways.  Restrictions will be lifted depending on 
how the weather aff ects roadway strength. Drivers should 
look for updates throughout the spring. Call Rock County 
Highway Engineer, Mark Sehr, at 507-283-5010. 

Hills Community Th eatre 
March 9-11 and March 16-18

Th e Hills Community Th eater will perform “A Decimal 
Point of View,” a comedy written and directed by Nancy 
Kraayenhof,  March 9-11 and 16-18 at the American Legion 
in Hills.  To reserve tickets call 507-962-3791 or 605-941-
5371. Dinner theater seats are $25. Doors open at 6:15 p.m. 
with a  buff et dinner by Tony’s Catering at 6:30 p.m. Th e 
show starts at 7:30 p.m. Play only seating for $15 begins at 
7:15 p.m. for each show on a limited basis. 

Origami Night at library March 7
A fun-fi lled night of origami will be from 6:30 to 7:30 

p.m. Tuesday, March 7, in the Rock County Library. Th is is 
a family event for ages kindergarten to senior citizens and 
for beginners to intermediate. Registration is required. Sign 
up at the front desk or by calling the library at 449-5040.

State Park meeting March 9
Th e Department of Natural Resources will host the 

third meeting of the Blue Mounds State Park Citizens 
Advisory Group from 5:30-7:30 p.m. Th ursday, March 9, at 
the Luverne Chamber of Commerce at 213 E. Luverne St.

Th e purpose of the meeting is to discuss recreational 
opportunities at the Blue Mounds State Park. Th e public is 
invited to the meeting. Call Chris Ingebretsen at 507-283-
6053 with questions.

‘Th e Looney Lutherans’ 
perform at Palace March 12

Laugh with “Th e Looney Lutherans” as they perform a 
fun, interactive, family-friendly show at the historic Palace 
Th eatre at 2 p.m. Sunday, March 12. 

As part of their 125th anniversary, St. John Lutheran 
Church in Luverne is sponsoring the group and invites 
the community to enjoy the performance. Admission is 
free. A freewill donation will be accepted.   You don’t even 
have to be Lutheran.
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REQUEST 
FOR BIDS

Class 5 crushed 
gravel to be spread on

Martin Township 
roads.

Township residents 
are able to buy gravel 
at the same price with 

limitations.
Submit bids on or before

March 10th to
Gawaine Diekevers

857 41st Street
Steen, MN 56173

Job must be completed by July 
1st. Martin Township has the 
right to reject any or all bids.

In the photograph above, Tanner Wiese heaves a bale 
in the shop area of Luverne High School Thursday, Feb. 
23, as part of National FFA Week activities. At left is 
Cody Sasker and at right is Jared Jose. 

According to Luverne and Adrian FFA adviser Dennis 
Moritz, Ashley Van Wettering holds the 2017 girls’ title 
for longest hay bale toss at 8 feet, 5 inches. Jacob 
Crow won the hay bale toss among male competitors 
with a toss of 13 feet, 10 inches.

Among middle school competitors, the top bale thrower 
for the boys was Dylan Gehrke with a toss of 7 feet 1 
inch and for the middle school girls Grace Sandbulte 
had the winning toss of 4 feet 10 inches. 

In the adult group Chris Nowatzki won it for the men 
with a heave of 15 feet 6 inches and Angie Cleveringa 
won the women’s group with a toss of 5 feet 3 inches.

“It feels like she is here 
to breathe life back into our 
church — because God wants 
her here to minister to us.”

Church secretary Carrie 
Bakken said worship services 
haven’t been the same since 
Pastor Laura started.

“She brings a more useful 
perspective,” 
Bakken said. 

“It used 
to be the old 
Norwegian 
Lutheran way 
for so many 
years, and she 
brings a fresh 
perspective.”

She 
said church 
services are 
still based on 
Lutheran tra-
dition, but it 
feels diff erent 

— better.
“I feel like 

Laura has 
brought us 
out of that 
rut and I 
look forward 
to going to 
church,” Bak-
ken said.

 “Each 
Sunday is 
new and 
exciting, and 
you wonder 
what she’s 
going to bring 
this time.”

Phillips agreed that God 
has a plan for her in the min-
istry.

“I was called by people 
around me who saw gifts in me 
that I didn’t’ see in myself,” she 
said. “I heard it from a number 
of people before I actually 
believed it myself.”

Her path to seminary was 
long and winding.

“I loved teaching, and it 
translates well to ministry,” 
Phillips said. “To lead Bible 
study is something I really 
love doing.”

After several years in 
the classroom, Phillips left 
teaching to be a stay-at-home 
mom, and she fi lled her spare 
time volunteering for various 
causes.

‘I know I’m being 
drawn somewhere’

After moving to Sioux 
Falls, her big commitments 
included volunteering at 
Children’s Home Society and 
serving in leadership for Bible 
Study Fellowship.

“I liked it but I always had 
the feeling there was some-
thing more for me in the world,” 
Phillips said.

It turns out she wasn’t the 
only one with that inkling. 

After fi ve years with Fel-
lowship of Christian Athletes, 
Phillips told her life coach, 

“I know I’m being drawn to 
something different; I just 
don’t know what it is.”

Th e woman didn’t hesi-
tate. “You really need to be in 
a pulpit somewhere,” she told 
Phillips, encouraging her to 
pursue seminary.

“I felt like, ‘Yes.’ Th is is what 
I needed to hear,” Phillips said. 

“Here this complete stranger 
put the picture together.”

In the fall of 2012, she 
started with one seminary 
class, to satisfy her curiosity, 
and now she has only a couple 
classes to go before graduating 
May 18.

Meanwhile she has per-
mission from the bishop to 
administer the sacraments 

— baptisms and communion 
— as a “syno dically authorized 

minister.”
Parishioners hope Pastor 

Laura will stay with them once 
she’s ordained.

“It feels like there’s so 
much joy and happiness,” Sw-
enson said about the church 
atmosphere since Phillips 
started.

She said 
more families 
are attending 

again, and 
many stay af-

ter the service 
for coff ee and 

to mingle. 
“She has 

brought us all 
together again.”

Swenson 
said she feels 

as if Pastor 
Laura’s words 

are inspired by 
the Holy Spirit.

“Her 
sermons seem 
to speak to us 

from the heart 
to the heart,” 

she said.
Swen-

son added 
that Pastor 
Laura and 

her husband, 
Fran Phillips, 
are a friendly 

approachable 
couple. 

“Th ey’re 
just so much 

fun,” she said. 
“Th ey’re hilarious and so real 

and seem to enjoy life.”
Th at’s exactly how Phillips 

said she likes it. 
“I love it here. It feels com-

fortable. It feels like I belong 
here,” she said. “I know that 
God has called me to this 
place.”

‘Love God and love each other’
Phillips said her favorite 

Bible passage is Romans 8, 
Verses 1 and 2.

“Th erefore, there is now no 
condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law 
of the Spirit who gives life has 
set you free from the law of sin 
and death.” 

The final two chapters, 
38 and 39, say, “For I am 
convinced that neither death 
nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, 
neither height nor depth, nor 
anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

Phillips said the message 
of forgiveness is among the 
most important lessons she 
can share.

“People are so burdened. 
People hold onto things for so 
long that they shouldn’t,” she 
said. “God forgives, and they 
need to know that.”

For this reason, Phillips 
fi nds that people are eager to 
share their worries and con-
cerns with her, and she fi nds 
that fulfi lling.

“Th is is what God calls us 
to do — to love each other,” 
she said. “We’re blessed to be 
a blessing.”

As the leader of this little 
church on the prairie, Phil-
lips said that’s her primary 
mission. 

“For people to love God 
and to love each other. … I 
want everyone to know this 
wonderful and amazing God.”

Worship services at Pali-
sade Lutheran are at 10:30 a.m. 
most Sundays. Th ey follow the 
9 a.m. service in Valley Springs 
at First Lutheran. 

By Lori Sorenson
Community members 

and local leaders gathered at 
the Historic Palace Th eatre 
Monday night for the annual 
meeting of LIFT (Luverne 
Initiatives For Tomorrow).

LIFT was established in 
2010 as a collaboration of 
public and private sectors 
brainstorming about how to 
improve the Luverne com-
munity.

Th e annual meetings are 
the chance to celebrate ac-
complishments and review 
goals yet to be reached.

Th e 2017 meeting did 
the same, touching on 
highlights in several areas of 
community progress.

In the medical sec-

tor, Prairie Rehabilitation, 
Minnesota Veterans Home 
and Southwest Health and 
Human Services off ered 
information about progress 
and growth. 

In the industrial sector, 
representatives from Jaycox, 
Midwest Fire and Equip-
ment, Luverne Body Shop 
and Great Plains Processing 
shared information about 
their business growth and 
success.

In agriculture, speakers 
from the pork, cattle, corn 
and soybean producers 
shared how agriculture af-
fects local economies. New 
Vision Coop also presented 
information in this area.

Retail presentations 

came from Grand Prairie 
Events, Firefl y and Dragon-
fl y, Schomacker Cleaning, 
Flooring and Appliance, 
Computer Clinic and Four 
Seasons Mercantile.

Education updates 
came from Luverne Public 
Schools and Minnesota 
West Community and Tech-
nical College.

Also, attendees, about 
100 people, heard about the 
city of Luverne’s Compre-
hensive Plan and the Blue 
Mounds State Park pro-
grams.

Chamber Director Jane 
Wildung Lanphere off ered 
an update on Luverne’s 
150th Celebration, and Judy 
Fenske introduced a video 

presentation on consultant 
Roger Brooks,  who has been 
hired to assess Luverne to 
make it a destination com-
munity.

Mayor Pat Baustian 
wrapped up the meeting by 
thanking members of LIFT 

and its subcommittees. “If 
it weren’t for this great 
group of individuals at every 
level — city, county, school, 
economic development and 
business — these things 
wouldn’t happen,” Baustian 
said.

Blue Mound Area Theatre 
Annual Meeting Notice

Thursday, March 9 at 7 p.m. at Bluestem
Public welcome

Palace Theatre

LIFT annual meeting celebrates community successes

Lori Sorenson photos/0302 haybale toss

Heave ho!

Students, staff  celebrate FFA with bale toss

Amber DeGroot (above) and her family sup-
plied bales this year for the FFA competition.

At left, Van Wettering hoists a straw bale.

Below Payne Bonnett heaves a hay bale from 
his shoulder across the shop.

At left, Moritz and Jacob 
Crowe measure the distance 
of a toss. Below, Dylan Geh-
rke gets lined up to toss a 
haybale across the room.

Match made in heaven/from 1A

“I know that 
God has called 

me to this place.”

— Laura Phillips,

Intern pastor,
Palisade and 

First Lutheran 
churches



Page 4A    Rock County Star Herald  March 2, 2017

THE 
NORTHVIEW

 By Brenda Winter, Columnist

OPINION

  

STAR HERALD
(ISSN 0889-888X)

Rock County's newspaper since 1873

E-mail: editor@star-herald.com   Web site: star-herald.com 
Phone: 507-283-2333     Fax: 507-283-2335

Published Thursdays by Tollefson Enterprises, POSTMASTER: 
Send address changes to 117 West Main, P.O. Box 837, Luverne, 

MN  56156. Periodicals postage paid at Luverne, Permit #33 and at 
additional mailing offi ces.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
$72 per year in Rock County; $89 per year all other areas. Single copies $1.25

Entire contents copyrighted by 
Tollefson Publishing Roger Tollefson, publisher

News staff:
Lori Sorenson, editor
Mavis Fodness, reporter
John Rittenhouse, sports editor 
Esther Frakes, copy editor
Joseph Stearns, composition 

General manager: Rick Peterson
Offi ce manager: Deb Lusty
Circulation manager: Jennifer Kor
Advertising: Chantel Connell  
Production manager: Abbe Kolar 
Production: Amanda McDonald 

The Star Herald encourages letters to the editor expressing the opinions of readers and intends to 
print all letters. Letters not meeting the guidelines will not be printed. The Star Herald will verify 

the authenticity of all letters. Letters must have the name of the writer, a signature and address. 
Unsigned letters will not be considered.  The Star Herald will edit for grammar, spelling and 

clarity. Any letters containing offensive language, libelous or slanderous material, or misleading or 
false in for ma tion will be rewritten before being published. The Star Herald will not publish letters 
written with the sole intent to advertise or serve as a thank-you. Letters with more than 300 words 
may be edited.  The deadline for letters is Monday 10 a.m. They may be delivered or mailed to the 

editor,  Rock County Star Herald, P.O. Box 837, 117 W. Main St., Luverne, Minn. 56156.

Rock County

STAR HERALD EDITORIAL

Page 4A  March 2, 2017

My nest 
is empty 
again.

For the 
past several 
months our 
son, daugh-
ter-in-law and 
20-month-old 
granddaugh-
ter have lived with us while they 
remodeled a house in Luverne. 
As is the nature of remodeling, 
the anticipated four-week proj-
ect somehow lasted fi ve months. 
But now the happy-to-be-out-
of-here family resides in its new 
house and mine is empty.

Before our guests left, our 
home was fi lled with giggles, 
smiles, hugs, joyful dancing and 
rock-a-bye time. Sweet Baby T 
and I chased each other up and 
down the hallway, played beach 
ball, had snacks and held im-
promptu dance parties. (Grand-
ma’s still got it.) 

But now no one says, 
“Dance!” when the music stops. 
No one screams “Kitty!” when 
the stray cat appears on the 
deck. No one yells “Papa!” when 
Grandpa returns home. No one 
stands on a chair, looking out 
the window to announce “boop!” 
when the dogs do their business 
in the yard.

We danced. We laughed. We 
cried. For fi ve months, the house 
was noisy but now —

It is quiet. 
It is, once again, an old 

people’s house.
Th e safety locks have been 

removed from cupboard doors. 
Our phones remain where we 
leave them. Knives are left pre-
cariously close to the edge of the 
kitchen counter and no one’s life 
is at risk. Hot cups of coff ee are 
poured and sit undisturbed on 
end tables.

Th e books remain organized. 
“Frog and Toad” is no longer fi led 

Grandma’s nest is 
empty again

next to “Essential Doctrines of 
the Christian Faith.” Th ere is no 
yogurt on the patio door, no tiny 
socks on the living room fl oor, 
no plastic balls in the bathtub. 
No alphabet letters stick to the 
fridge, no baskets of toys fi ll the 
shelf, no little shoes are scattered 
in the entryway. 

It is clean.
Th e bathroom door is left 

open and no one places objects 
in the toilet. Th e pantry door is 
left open and no one plays “sand 
box” with a half bag of almond 
meal. Th e bedroom door is left 
open and no one scampers off  
with razors from the master bath.

Th ere are no half-eaten 
cheese sticks under the couch. 
No one hands me dangerous 
objects and says, “Uh oh.” No es-
caped nudist is chased through 
the house by parents waving 
shirts and pants. 

It is boring.
Th ey say about grandchil-

dren, “It’s great when they come 
and even better when they go.”

I’d say, “N ot always.”

Community members and lo-
cal leaders gathered at the Historic 
Palace Th eatre Monday night for the 
annual meeting of LIFT (Luverne 
Initiatives For Tomorrow). 

It was an important meeting to 
review recent progress in the area 
and to hear about future challenges 

— good and bad. (See the related 
news story. )

Despite the heavy agenda, at-
tendance was sadly sparse.

Granted, we’re a busy commu-
nity and our families and local leaders 
are spread pretty thin, so we’re not 
scolding anybody.

But now’s a good time to get up 
to speed on the exciting things hap-
pening in the area.

Many of the reports Monday were 
familiar topics to those who read the 
Star Herald. But there were many who 
were unfamiliar with topics we’ve 
covered in depth. 

We’re not bragging or scolding. 
Informing citizens is our job. It’s 
what we do.

And it’s the job of responsible 
community members to participate 
in progress and to stay informed.

We’re more than excited to cover 
Luverne and Rock County where 
there is literally always something 
brewing on the horizon. We’re fortu-
nate to have a long history of progres-
sive leaders who have set the tone for 
continued growth.

Th ere’s always room for improve-
ment, and we’ve always maintained 
forward momentum. It’s something 
we can all be proud of here.

Th ere was way more informa-
tion — really cool updates to very 
positive developments — than one 
Star Herald story could capture. Con-

Appreciate Luverne, Rock County
by being informed, getting involved

gratulations to all the presenters and 
to all your hard work.

But it was information that we’ve 
all had access to if we’ve been paying 
attention.

Please, people. Take a look 
around. Appreciate what we have 
here in Rock County. And learn more.

Again, the Star Herald is on top 
of these stories and has the accurate 
information about who, what, when, 
where and why. (It’s worth the price 
of a subscription, by the way.)

Don’t wait for blurbs to come 
across Facebook.

Be informed. Get involved. Be 
part of the exceptional future brew-
ing here in Luverne and Rock County.

For what
it’s worth

By Rick Peterson, General Manager 
Tollefson Publishing 

Whenever I start to write my 
column, the fi rst thing I do is date 
it according to the date it will be 
published. Th at said, a quick look 
at my calendar showed that the 
publishing date for this column is 
the second of March.

Normally that date wouldn’t 
mean anything special, but I noticed 
something had been written on that 
date on my desk calendar.

After leaning in toward my desk 
calendar, the writing scribbled down 
on the March 2 date came into focus. 
Th e words “Dinner at the Dog” had 
been penciled in.

My lunch hours are normally 
spent walking my dogs or at the rec 
center on the stationary bike.

It has come to my attention 
that every other Th ursday the lunch 
special at the Howling Dog (the Dog 
for short) is country-fried, or as I call 
it, chicken-fried steak. It’s not really 
chicken but tenderized round steak 
that is breaded or battered and then 

deep-fried.
Chicken-fried steak is one 

of my favorite meals and one we 
rarely have at home. So when I 
fi nd a place with it on the menu, 
it’s what I order. 

Personally I prefer my chicken-
fried steak with hash browns and 
two over-easy eggs. 

Unfortunately for me, most 
places serve their chicken-fried 
steaks with mashed potatoes and 
gravy.

Th e gravy is almost as impor-

tant as the steaks themselves. I like 
a good, white gravy with a little 
extra pepper. You don’t want too 
much gravy so as to not overtake 
the fl avor of the steak.

You are probably thinking by 
now surely there must be some-
thing more important to write 
about than chicken-fried steak, 
and you’re probably right. 

However, I like to write about 
things I know and enjoy, and I know 
my chicken-fried steaks. I’ll be 
enjoying one Th ursday at the Dog.  

Dreaming about chicken-fried steak
To the Editor:

My father was graduated from the 
University of Missouri in 1933 with a 
bachelor’s degree in journalism. He 
became a reporter and editor at the 
Sioux Falls Argus Leader where he 
worked until his retirement. He loved 
his craft and was respected for his work.

I was recently looking at his diplo-
ma and the accompanying Journalist’s 
Creed by which he practiced his work. 
Th e values listed in the creed are as 
true today as they were in 1933, and 
are shared by journalists who work on 
this newspaper. Th ey include:

“I believe that the public journal 
is a public trust, that all connected 
with it are to the full measure of their 
responsibility, trustees for the public, 
that acceptance of a lesser service 
than th e public service is a betrayal 
of this trust. 

“I believe that clear thinking 
and clear statement, accuracy, and 
fairness are fundamental to good 
journalism.

“I believe that suppression of news, 
for any consideration other than the 
welfare of society, is indefensible.

“I believe that a journalist should 
write only what he holds true in his 
heart to be true.”

Mr. Trump has only been in offi  ce 
for one month, but he has targeted 
the press as an “enemy of the people” 
(Chillingly, this is a term which Stalin 
used to suppress dissent in Russia.)

Th is week he barred CNN, Th e 
New York Times, Th e LA Times, and 
Politico from a meeting, inviting only 
news services uncritical of him.

Democracy depends upon the 
work of a free press; the First Amend-
ment to the Constitution guarantees it. 
A free press who can shine the light of 
truth into dark corners.

Mr. Trump has off ended all the 
journalists, past and present, who hold 
to the Journalist’s Creed. My father 
would be off ended.

Larry Green
Luverne

Democracy depends on work of free press

Th ey say about 
grandchildren, 
‘It’s great when 

they come and 
even better

when they go.’
I’d say, ‘Not

always.’

Ask a Trooper: License plate locations differ among various vehicles but all must be visible
Question: We live in Minnesota 

but travel south for several winter 
months. Many other states only 
have a rear license plate. Why does 
Minnesota have two? Th anks.

Answer: Minnesota state law 
requires two license plates on your 
vehicle with some exceptions. 

Some vehicles are allowed 
to display only one license plate: 

motorcycles; a dealer’s vehicle or 
vehicle in-transit; a collector’s vehicle 
with a pioneer, classic car, collector, 
or street rod license; a vehicle that 
is of model year 1972 or earlier (not 
registered as a collector vehicle), and 
is used for a general transportation 
purpose.

License plates cannot be 
displayed in the front windshield 

or the rear window; they must be 
displayed on the front and rear.

Th e person driving the motor 
vehicle shall keep the plate legible, 
unobstructed, and free from grease, 
dust, or other blurring material (dirt, 
mud, snow, etc.) so that the lettering 
is plainly visible at all times.

Why do we need to have two license 
plates? It is the law in Minnesota and 

from a law enforcement perspective 
it is safer to have two plates as it 
helps law enforcement a great deal 
in properly identifying vehicles for 
many different reasons. Properly 
identifying vehicles will help in 
locating possible impaired drivers, 
suspects in many diff erent criminal 
activity events, hit and run and gas 
drive-off  vehicles, to name a few. 

If you happen to lose or damage 
any of your license plates, order 
duplicates through the Department 
of Vehicle Services (DVS). 

If you have any questions 
concerning traffic-related laws or 
issues in Minnesota, send your 
questions to Sgt. Troy Christianson, 
Minnesota State Patrol, at Troy.
Christianson@state.mn.us.
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ON THE RECORD

PAPIK.COM283-9171

2016 Chevrolet Equinox AWD 2015 Chevrolet Cruze

Papik Price $17,990 Papik Price $12,990

Stock #104386Z
32K

Stock #138913Z
44K

2015 Chevrolet Malibu 2016 Jeep Patriot 4WD

Papik Price $12,990 Papik Price $15,990

Stock #319676Z
41K

Stock #614536Z
17K

Dispatch report
Feb. 17
•Complainant reported 

that two vehicles with Texas 
plates have been driven daily 
with no tags on them. Owners 
have been living at location 
for three years. Complainant 
is reporting information only 
and would like this looked into.

•Complainant served our 
warrant on subject at location.

•Complainant reported a 
pickup with blue and red LED 
lights is pulling people over.

•Complainant requested a 
welfare check on subject. He 
has not been answering her 
calls or texts.

•Complainant reported 
vehicle erratic driving. Trans-
ferred to patrol.

•Complainant reported 
vehicle erratic driving at loca-
tion. Transferred call to patrol.

•Complainant requested 
welfare check on her husband. 
She is unable to reach him at 
home or on cell. He may pos-
sibly be at Wayne’s Body Shop 
if not home. Deputy located 
subject at the body shop. Sub-
ject forgot his phone at home.

Feb. 18
•Complainant wanted to 

report a drunk driver on I-90. 
Transferred to State Patrol. 
State Patrol out of area. Deputy 
conducted traffi  c stop warning 
for driving conduct.

•Deputy conducted check 
on van in parking lot. Subject 
advised he is reorganizing 
his van.

•Deputy warned subject 
for stuff .

•Complainant reported 
her brother didn’t come home 
last night. Located at East 
Bishop Street. Subject brought 
to Law Enforcement Center 
and released to mother.

•Complainant requested 
escort for subject.

•Complainant reported 
people fi ghting in parking lot. 
One male started it by attack-
ing complainant and another 
group. Deputy transported 
subject to jail for disorderly 
conduct.

•Complainant reported 
subject came into her house 
without her permission and 
took a chair.

•Minnesota Highway Pa-
trol requested assistance with 
vehicle search at location.

•Complainant requested 
to speak to deputy regarding 
child saying some inappro-
priate things she heard at 
mother’s house.

•Complainant reported 
she smelled possible gas leak.

•Complainant requested 
police for subject that was 
knocked out. Transferred to 
Minnehaha County.

Feb.19
•Complainant requested 

offi  cer be present during a 
property exchange at location.

•Complainant reported 
large chunks of mud on the 
highway at location. Dispatch 
notified the Rock County 
Highway Department.

•Complainant reported 
vehicle’s occupants are geo-
caching in area.

•Complainant (landlord) 
reported no contact from ten-
ants at location. Requested 
check to confi rm still residing 
at location.

•Complainant reported 
car stolen or missing from 
the household. Complainant 
reported landlord saw red 
pickup towing vehicle a half 
hour ago.

•Complainant reported a 
four-wheeler tearing up road 
at location.

•911 caller said someone 
is pounding on her door. 
Transferred to Pipestone.

Feb. 20
•Complainant reported 

a vehicle stopped and two 
males got out and ran behind 
the grove. Time delay about 
10 minutes. Unable to locate.

Feb. 21
•Complainant reported 

electrical box open north of 

intersection. Notifi ed the City.
•Complainant called to 

report he is bringing son to 
emergency room. Advised 
him to drive speed limit. 
Notified emergency room. 
Received 911 hang-up from 
same number. All OK.

•Complainant reports 
victim may be being abused 
by subject.

•Complainant requested 
information about discharg-
ing fi rearm on his property at 
night. Spoke with deputy.

•Complainant reported a 
client of hers is trying to take 
her 10-year-old son to Avera 
Behavioral Health in Sioux 
Falls, and he is fi ghting her in 
the car making it hard to drive. 
Complainant advised later 
the son agreed to be good so 
law enforcement doesn’t get 
involved.

•Complainant came in 
to request his identity theft 
information cancelled.

Feb. 22
•Deputies did garbage 

pull from subject’s home.
•Complainant reported 

her son-in-law is camped 
out on her driveway and will 
not leave. He wants his wife 
and kids to come home, and 
they are staying at complain-
ant’s home. Subject has been 
there approximately an hour 
and a half.

•Complainant reported 
issue with subject at location 
at 9:15 a.m. Confi rmed war-
rant with Lyon County Iowa 
Sheriff s Offi  ce.

•Complainant reported 
that his name was forged on 
a car title and possibly some 
insurance documentations 
by subject.

•Complainant requested 
deputy presence at location 
as the writ of recovery time 
to vacate has expired for the 
property resident.

•Complainant reported 
key was found in the street 
outside of location. Key was 
placed in the lost and found 
box on top of the mailboxes 
in dispatch.

•Reserved for search war-
rant information.

•Complainant reported a 
transient near the road at loca-
tion. Complainant concerned 
he may need help.

•Complainant reported 
that there is a male individual 
in the church that may need 
assistance.

Feb. 23
•Complainant requested 

welfare check on subject 
who did not show up for his 
appointment. Subject is not 
answering any calls.

•Complainant reported 
motorist assist at location.

•Complainant reported 
computer virus scam.

•Complainant reported 
she received a possibly fraud-
ulent check.

•Complainant reported 
an item on the interstate.

•Complainant reported 
the lights keep fl ashing.

•Deputy completed the 
escort.

•Complainant reported 
she thinks she put her arm out.

•Complainant requested 
a welfare check on his girl-
friend who was in an acci-
dent earlier. She was taken 
to Sanford Luverne Hospital 
but then drove to Sioux Falls 
and somehow drove home. 
She has black-out sessions. 
Wants to go to the Pipestone 
hospital. Sanford Luverne is 
going to contact her and let 
us know if we need to send an 
ambulance.

In addition, officers re-
sponded to 7 motor vehicle 
accidents, 6 vehicles in ditch, 
2 deer accidents, 2 funeral 
escorts, 13 traffi  c stops, 17 am-
bulance runs, 3 paper services, 
3 animal complaints, 1 false 
alarm, 7 log/alarm sheets, 1 
drug court test, 1 money escort , 
and issued 8 purchase/carry 
permits and 22 burn permits.

Mavis Fodness photos/0302 Eagles

Instead of migrating farther north, bald eagles may be choosing to stay in 
southwest Minnesota, according to the Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources. Last week along U.S. Highway 75 a mile north of Luverne, an 
eagle pair was  seen feeding on deer carcasses. The larger of the birds is the 
female, according to Minnesota Department of Natural Resources offi cials.

it was thrown in the garbage 
accidentally by someone. 

Th e couple also had ac-
cused other employees of theft 
with missing money days. 

The owners  asked that 
law enforcement accompany 
them to the restaurant to con-
front the Wrights about the 
missing money.  

When they arrived at the 
restaurant, John indicated 
they were short $3,000 from 
the previous weekend, which 
included $400 of petty cash. 

After the owners con-
fronted them, Jake admitted 
to taking the money, and he 
and Amber were taken to the 
Law Enforcement Center to be 
interviewed under Miranda.

Jake reportedly admitted 

he took the money to pay bills, 
including utilities, groceries 
and shoes for his kids, but he 
also admitted to extensive 
gambling at the casino in 
Larchwood, Iowa.

He admitted that he had 
been taking money from de-
posits for 18 months, but he 
believed that there was more 
money missing than what he 
and Amber had taken. 

He blamed other em-
ployees for additional thefts, 
saying they stole $8,000 to 
$9,000. Jake denied having a 
drug problem but admitted 
he used marijuana. He denied 
that was the reason for the 
thefts despite what Ronald 
Christianson had believed.

When Amber was in-

terviewed she blamed other 
employees and further denied 
knowing that Jake was taking 
money. 

She then admitted that 
she thought Jake had money 
taken from his paychecks to 
repay the stolen money used 
to pay bills and rent. 

According to the court 
document, Amber contin-
ued denying ever taking any 
money but did agree that Jake 
had taken money and gone 
to the Casino to try to win 
enough money to pay back 
the Christiansons.

According to the Iowa 
gambling commission, play-
ers cards for both Jake and 
Amber Wright showed exten-
sive gambling in the previous 

six months — $51,000 for Jake 
and $9,500 for Amber.

Separate interviews with 
several employees resulted 
in similar stories — that the 
Wrights had access to the 
cash and were responsible 
for the thefts. Some knew of 
the Wrights taking money and 
paying it back, and they also 
reported two years or more 
that the managers hadn’t 
counted down money at the 
end of the day like they’re 
supposed to.

B a n k  re c o rd s  l a t e r 
showed missing money to-
taling  $31,280.51.

Both of the Wrights have 
been charged with felony theft 
and their fi rst court appear-
ance is set for March 20.

By Mavis Fodness
Instead of migrating north through 

Rock County, bald eagles may decide 
to stay, according to the Minnesota 
Department of Natural Resources.

Rock County is currently not 
included on the DNR’s bald eagle range 
map because the eagles have not been 
spotted in the area during June and July, 
the typical nesting season.

However, the large white-headed 
birds are nesting in nearby counties.

“Th at’s the trend,” said Wendy 
Krueger, the DNR area wildlife 
supervisor in Marshall. “We have a few 
more (reports) that they are staying to 
nest.”

Both the bald eagle and its close 
cousin, the golden eagle, migrate 
through the southwest portion of the 
state, generally on their way to the 

Great Lakes region. While the golden 
eagle has chosen to continue the 
migration, the bald eagle is staying in 
the area longer. 

Th e eagles are primarily fi sh 
eaters. “Th ey need open water for 
fi shing,” Krueger said.

However, eagles do feed off  the 
deer carcasses that are prevalent 
locally, she added.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
estimates 27,000 bald eagles live in 
the state. 

Twin Cities eagle biologist 
Margaret Rheude said it’s hard to 
determine the eagle numbers until 
nests are built, generally when the 
birds are 5 or 6 years old.

Young eagles in Rock County 
could be scoping out future nest 
locations. 

“No records of nests doesn’t mean 
they are not there,” Rheude said.

Eagle nests have been spotted in 
Lincoln, Lyon, Murray and Jackson 
counties with two nests located in 
Lyon County, Iowa. 

Typically eagles build multiple 
nests in a location and return to one 
or the other in subsequent years.

Th e nests get quite large due to 
additional building materials each 
year, she said.

Any nest reports or  questions 
about eagles can be directed to the 
USFWS at midwesteagle@fws.gov.

Nationally the bald eagle is no 
longer an endangered or threatened 
species. Th ey were removed from 
that list in 2007. Instead they are 
protected under the Bald and Golden 
Eagle Protection Act.

Eagles come home to roost in Rock County

Luverne couple charged in Taco John’s theft/continued from 1A
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Story and photo
by Mavis Fodness

Eight members of the 
Luverne Cardinal Speech Team 
have a closer bond to each other 
than to any of their other 56 
teammates.

As siblings, the Fergusons, 
Jarchows, Oldres and Th orsons 
support, encourage and 
sometimes compete against each 
other at speech competitions.

High school speech is open 
to seventh- through 12th-grade 
students. All grades compete 
against one another in the  13 
speech categories.

While none of the siblings 
compete directly against one 
another, Elise and Griff en Jarchow 
tease each other about the judges’ 
scores.

“We like to compare scores,” 
said Griff en, a seventh-grader, as 
he gives a big grin to his older 
sister, an eighth-grader, during 
last week’s interview.

Who usually wins?
“Probably Elise,” he admitted.
Speech is a new event for the 

Jarchow youngsters. While they 
participate in basketball together, 
they are not on the same team 
like they are in speech.

Elise competes in the 
dramatic duo category with 
partner Regan Feit while Griff en 
competes with partner Kyle 
Ferguson, also a seventh-grader.

Ferguson’s sister, Julia, is 
a sophomore and competes in 
storytelling.

“I am glad he went out for the 
activity … to get out of his box,” 
Julia said of her younger brother. 

“I wish I started when I was in 
seventh grade.”

His older sibling sparked his 
interest in the competitive activity 
and having a familiar face in the 

Siblings fi nd speech an experience worth sharing

Four pairs of siblings are members of 
the Luverne High School speech team. 

Kyle Ferguson (front, left) receives a 
noogie from sister Julia, and Gunnar 

Oldre is in a headlock from brother 
Knute (front right) . Griffen Jarchow 

(middle) wants nothing to do with sister 
Elise, and Luke Thorson (back) gets a 

lift from older brother Dylan.

All
in 
the

Family

crowd is comforting, as ninth-grader Gunnar Oldre 
found in older brother Knute’s wake.

Gunnar is often called “Little Knute” or “Little Oldre.”
“He has made a lot of connections,” Gunnar said. 

“He is so good.”
Senior Knute Oldre is the reigning state discussion 

champion and has appeared at the event three times.
Gunnar said Knute off ers him speaking tips, makes 

him practice and pushes him 
to be a better performer in 
humorous interpretation.

“I think he has a lot of 
talent in him … a natural 
ability to communicate and 
an ability to do well if I force 
him,” Knute said.

Luke Th orson, who 
competes in humorous 
interpretation, said he also 
felt the brotherly nudge.

“I am more of a funny guy,” 
Luke said.

His older brother, Dylan, 
is a four-time state speech 
qualifi er in extemporaneous 
speaking, a serious category, 
according to Luke.

While Dylan has off ered 
some speaking tips, the senior 
looks at the extra time with 
his youngest brother as fun.

“I spend a lot of time with 
my brother at home,” Dylan 
said. “I’m happy to spend 
time with him in a diff erent 
arena.”

Th at arena is often fi lled 
with a couple hundred 
students competing all at 
once.

“I have found the siblings 
to be extremely supportive of 
one another,” said Caroline 
Th orson, LHS speech coach 
and mom to Dylan and Luke. 

“I don’t see them as 
being competitive with 
one another, rather, just 
like other members of the 
team, encouraging and 
complimentary of each other.”

An added advantage 
to having a family member 
competing at the same team 
event is that one other person 
is remembering times, dates 
and deadlines, Th orson 
added.

Kelsey Altman and
Andrew Lonneman

2017, wedding at St. Anthony 
Church in Lismore. 

ENGAGEMENT

Cliff  and Tammi Altman, 
Lismore, and Kevin and Nancy 
Lonneman, Adrian, announce 
the engagement of their chil-
dren Kelsey Altman and An-
drew Lonneman.

Kelsey is a 2010 graduate of 
Adrian High School and a 2016 
graduate of Bellevue Univer-
sity in Bellevue, Nebraska, with 
a bachelor’s degree in health 
science. She currently works 
as a CVOR surgical technolo-
gist for Northwest Health in 
Springdale, Arkansas.

Andrew is a 2011 graduate 
of Adrian High School and 
a 2015 graduate of Gustavus 
Adolphus College in St. Peter  
with a bachelor’s degree in 
public accounting. He is cur-
rently employed as an account-
ing supervisor with Cargill 
Meat Solutions in Springdale, 
Arkansas.

Th ey are planning a July 15, 

Th e following appeared in the 
Rock County Herald on Octo-
ber 9, 1925:

B O Y S  F I N D  A N D  P O -
LICEMAN CONFISCATED 

“MOONSHINE”

Bootleggers’ Filling Station 
Discovered in Clump of Wil-
lows in Hay Field South of 
Town.

What is presumed to have 
been a “bootlegger’s filling 
station” went out of busi-
ness Sunday Evening when 
Night Policeman Wm. Linville 
swooped down upon a clump 
of willows on the L. B. LaDue 
eighty, two miles south of town, 
and confi scated two two-gal-
lon jugs fi lled with moonshine.

The officer brought the 
contraband goods to Luverne 
and it has since been reposing 
in the vault at the city hall. Just 
who the booze belonged to is 

a moot question and city hall 
habitués are unanimous in 
the conclusion that the owner 
is not at all likely to call and 
prove his right to possession.

This LaDue eighty is 
mainly hay land situated 
between the Doon tracks 
and the Ashcreek state road 
and aside from several hay 
stacks, about the only thing 
that obstructs one’s view is a 
few straggling willows. It was 
in a bunch of these that the 
booze was fi rst found Sunday 
afternoon by Harlan Smith 
and Jacob Salverson.

Th e boys had been hunt-
ing in that vicinity, came upon 
the two jugs and ascertaining 
their contents, removed them 
to another patch of willows 
and came to Luverne and 
notifi ed Policeman Linville 
shortly after the supper hour. 
Mr. Linville conferred with 
Chief of Police Connell and 
also attempted to communi-
cate with Sheriff  Wiggins, but 
Mr. Wiggins was out of town. 
Upon Mr. Connell’s advice, he 
promptly went to the place 
where the jugs had been hid-
den and brought them to town.

In the opinion of police of-
fi cers, the jugs were kept there 
by some bootleggers who used 
the willows for store house pur-
poses and found it convenient 
to go there from time to time 
and fi ll bottles of popular size 
for the retail trade in this city. At 
any rate the contents of the two 
jugs found had not been utilized 
for this purpose, for both were 
full to the neck.

Persons who claim to be 
good judges of whiskey who 
have gotten a “whiff ” of the 
contents of the jugs, give it as 
their opinion that the liquid is 
powerful stuff  and that it pos-
sesses a  certain odor or twang 
that might indicate that the 
manufacturer was not a novice.

Donations to the Rock 
County Historical Society can be 
sent to the Rock County Histori-
cal Society, 312 E. Main Street, 
Luverne, MN 56156.

Mann welcomes correspon-
dence sent to mannmade@
iw.net.

BITS BY BETTY

By Betty Mann, president
Rock County Historical Society 

1925: Moonshine confi scated south of Luverne 

CELEBRATIONS

Births
A girl, Molly Jo, weigh-

ing 7 pounds, 3 ounces, 
19.7 inches long, was born 
Monday, Feb. 13, 2017, 
to Michael and Melissa 
Einck, Wilmont, at C.S. 
Mott’s Children’s Hospital 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan. 

She joins a sister,  Mari. 
Grandparents are Jim 
and Kris Weidert, Lismore, 
and Ron and Janelle Einck, 
Iona. Great-grandparents 
are Jerry and Mary Wei-
dert, Lismore, and Bess 
Lingen, Tyler. 

SENIOR MENU

Monday, March 6: 
Tater- tot hotdish, green 
beans, peaches, bread, 
pudding.

P ro g r a m :  S e n i o r 
meeting; fill backpacks 
with Janice.

Tuesday, March 7: 
Pork chop, sweet potatoes, 
winter blend vegetables, 
bread, scalloped apples.

Program: Two-buck 
Tuesday sponsored by 
Luverne Eagles Club.

Wednesday, March 8: 
Meatloaf with ketchup, au 
gratin potatoes, creamed 
corn, bread, mandarin 
oranges.

Program: Bruce Dys-

the; Two-buck Wednes-
day HOMEMEALS.

Thursday, March 
9: Oven-crispy chicken, 
mashed potatoes with 
gravy, carrots, bread, 
poke cake.

Friday, March 10: 
Meaty beef stew with 
carrots and potatoes, cole 
slaw, biscuit, cheesecake.

Senior Dining off ers 
well-balanced and af-
fordable meals in a com-
munity atmosphere.

Bring a friend or 
make new ones.

Call 283-9846 to make 
dining reservations or for 
home-delivered meals.

Lori Sorenson photo/0302 drive tractors to school

All in a row for National FFA Week…
A dozen members of Luverne’s FFA Chapter drove their tractors to school Wednesday, Feb. 22, during one of the special activities to 
observe National FFA Week. Pictured are (from left) Will Stegenga, Aleck Schoe neman, Payton Fick, Eli Bakken, Trey Baustian, Trevor 
Mente, Carson Ehde, Dylan Mente, Aric Meinerts, Cody Sasker and Tyler Fick. Not pictured is Riley Baker. The students arranged 
themselves in order of their tractors, from left to right.
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REMEMBER WHEN

“We honor all pre-arrangements
                from other funeral homes.”

Jeff  Hartquist
Owner/Funeral Director

 
 
 
 
 

 

209 Elm Street
Luverne, MN 56156

507-283-2777

Locally owned and operated by the Hartquist family.

Despite the week’s 
menacing weather 
forcing the cancellation of 
Luverne’s fi rst Junior High 
meet on Feb. 23, the varsity 
Cardinal speech team 
competed at the Adrian 
Invitational on Saturday, 
Feb. 25, taking home a fi rst-
place team trophy. 

Th irty-eight members 
of the team competed 
in three rounds of 
competition in 13 
categories with at least one 
student in each category. 

Th e following students 
received individual honors 
on Saturday:

Creative expression: 
Cameron Wessels, blue 
ribbon.

Discussion: Samantha 
Ykema, fi rst; Alexa Chesley, 
fi fth; Melanie Rittenhouse, 
blue.

Duo interpretation: 
Ashton Krueger and Kayla 
Rud, fourth; Rozilyn Oye 
and Lauren VerSteeg, blue.

Extemporaneous 
reading: Nicole Hoogland, 
third; Courtney Wendland, 
sixth; Sophia Lanoue, blue.

Extemporaneous 
speaking: Dylan Th orson, 
fi rst; Shane Berning, 
second; Chance Tunnissen, 

fi fth.
Great speeches: Rylee 

Anderson, sixth.
Humorous 

interpretation: Gunnar Oldre, 
fourth.

Original oratory: Lindsey 
Roemeling, fi fth.

Poetry: Adriana 
Gonzalez, fi fth; Naomi Ring, 
blue.

Prose: Sage VerSteeg, 
fi fth.

Storytelling: Jonah 
Louwagie, fi rst; Julia 
Ferguson, third; Xavier 
Carbonneau and Sophia 
Lanoue, blue.

Luverne will host its 
home tournament Saturday. 
It is open to the public. 

Th e three rounds begin 
at 10 a.m., 11:30 a.m., and 
1 p.m. with awards in the 
high school auditorium at 
approximately 2:30 p.m.

Coach Caroline Th orson 
is pleased with the number 
of students participating in 
speech this year, resulting 
in at least one entry in each 
category. 

 “Th at is really a 
bonus for our team, to 
have competitors in each 
category,” Th orson said. 

“It makes us not only a 
well-rounded team but also 

a very competitive team.
“Coach Folkestad and 

I do our best to marry the 

Cardinal speech team claims fi rst place in Adrian

students’ interests and what 
we see as their strengths and 
personalities.

Submitted Photo

A fi rst-place team fi nish resulted Saturday when 23 Luverne students received awards at the Adrian Speech Invitational. 
Students earning awards included (front row, from left) Melanie Rittenhouse, Sophia Lanoue, Lauren VerSteeg, Rozilyn 
Oye, Rylee Anderson, Ashton Krueger, Kayla Rud, (second row) Courtney Wendland, Nicole Hoogland, Xavier Carbonneau, 
Alexa Chesley, Julia Ferguson, Lindsey Roemeling, Sage VerSteeg, Chance Tunnissen,  (back row) Adriana Gonzalez, Shane 
Berning, Gunnar Oldre, Jonah Louwagie, Dylan Thorson, Naomi Ring, Cameron Wessels and Samantha Ykema.

 “Ultimately, however, 
the student needs to enjoy 
the category he or she is in,” 

she added. “If it’s not a good 
fi t, we help them make the 
change.”

OBITUARY

Tim David Christensen, 
52, Luverne, died 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 
2017, in his home.

A memorial ser-
vice was Saturday, 
Feb. 25, at Grace 
Lutheran Church in 
Luverne. Burial of 
cremains was in the 
Maplewood Cem-
etery in Luverne.

Tim was born 
Oct.  9, 1964, to Dwayne and 
Becky (Skattum) Christensen 
in Luverne. He graduated 
from Luverne High School 
in 1983. In 1987 he received 
a degree in business from 
Luther College in Decorah, 
Iowa. He earned a Bachelor 
of Science in elementary edu-
cation from Mankato State 
University in 1996. In 2004 he 
earned his master’s degree in 
education technology from 
Dakota State University in 
Madison, South Dakota. He 
also completed his sixth-year 
Administrative Certifi cation 
from St. Cloud State Univer-
sity in 2004.

Tim married Pam Eidahl 
on June 28, 1986, at Grace Lu-
theran Church in Luverne. Af-
ter their marriage, the couple 
lived in Waukon, Iowa, before 
moving back to Luverne. In 
1989 they moved to Albert Lea, 
where Tim worked at But-Rite 
Oil. Th ey moved to Claremont 
when Tim started working 
at Federated Insurance in 
Owatonna. In the spring of 
1992 they moved to Luverne, 
and Tim began working at 
Berkley Information Services. 
He received his education 
degree from Mankato State 
University in 1996 and began 
teaching fourth grade at the 
Luverne Elementary School 
in the fall of 1997. He also 
coached ninth grade baseball 
and basketball. In 2005 he 
was hired as the principal 
at Russell-Tyler-Ruthton 
Schools. Tim became the 
principal and athletic direc-
tor at the Adrian High School 
in 2007. He loved trucking 
with his parents and hauling 
cattle. He also worked road 
construction with his brother 
Todd and children Stephanie 
and Matthew.

He was a member of 

Tim Christensen
Grace Lutheran Church in 

Luverne where he 
served as head usher 
and on the fi nance 
committee. Tim was 
an avid sports fan. 
He loved attending 
his children’s games 
and coaching their 
softball,  baseball 
and hockey teams. 
He enjoyed traveling, 
gardening, running, 

golfing and watching the 
Minnesota Vikings. Tim was 
part of the Minnesota First 
Five, Teacher Mentor program 
and a member of the Luverne 
Baseball Association. He was 
the Sub-Section 10, Region 3A 
Athletic Director of the Year in 
2012-13. Tim was awarded the 
Crystal Apple Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching in 2001. He 
was an umpire and referee for 
Luverne Community Educa-
tion. Most recently Tim served 
on the MSHSL Region 3A 
Representative Assembly Del-
egate and Region 3A Co-Chair 
Committee member. He was a 
member of MASSP and NASSP. 
He served on multiple school 
and district-wide committees.

Tim is survived by his wife, 
Pam Christensen, Luverne; 
three children, Stephanie (Tim 
Connell) Christensen, Luverne, 
Matthew Christensen, Chengx-
ian, Gansu, China, and Cody 
Christensen, Eden Prairie; his 
mother, Becky Christensen, 
Luverne; a brother, Todd 
(Mary) Christensen, Luverne; 
two sisters, Amy (Barry) Cowell, 
Luverne, and Sue (Chad) Ver-
Steeg, Luverne; his father-in-
law, Konrad (Javonne) Eidahl, 
Emmons; two brothers-in-law, 
Kyle (Carol) Eidahl, Tallahas-
see, Florida, and David (Lynn) 
Eidahl, Delano; and many 
nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death 
by his father, Dwayne; two 
infant brothers, Mike and Pat; 
his mother-in-law, Barbara 
Eidahl; a brother-in-law, Mark 
Eidahl; a cousin, Nathan Skat-
tum; and  his grandparents, 
Lester and Jo Christensen and 
Orlando and Edith Skattum.

Arrangements were by 
Dingmann Funeral Home of 
Luverne, www.dingmannand-
sons.com.

 (0302 F)

DEATH NOTICE

Wilbert Daniel Weis Jr., 66, Luverne, died Sunday, Feb. 26, 
2017, at the Sanford USD Medical Center in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota.

   A memorial service will be at 4 p.m. Th ursday, March 2, at 
the Dingmann Funeral Home in Luverne. A time of fellowship 
will be one hour prior to the service at the funeral home. A private 
burial of cremains will be at a later date.

Arrangements are by Dingmann Funeral Home of Luverne, 
dingmannandsons.com.

 (0302 DN)

Wilbert Weis

10 years ago (2007)
•Sticks and stones are taking the form of electronic bullying, 

and it’s showing up on Luverne students’ computers and cell 
phones.

Superintendent Gary Fisher said Luverne School District’s 
student handbook addresses student bullying, but he said districts 
statewide are encouraged to make sure those policies address 
electronic bullying specifi cally.

“We’ve had some of these things happening, not just on the 
Internet, but texting on cell phones, too,” Fisher said.  

25 years ago (1992)
•“Links of Love” is coming back. 
It will be a book of ideas and activities for families with young 

children created by the staff  and families of the Parent-Child 
Chain Early Childhood Family Education program.

Th e fi rst edition was created in 1981. Th e ECFE program in 
Luverne started in 1979 and needed money. Th e spiral-bound, 
paperback book was the answer to that need, said Karen Willers, 
ECFE Director for Luverne-Magnolia and Hills-Beaver Creek.

 

50 years ago (1967)
•Six Rock county couples, some of them with their children, 

took part in a snowmobile caravan which made a weekend trip 
to Sioux Falls Saturday.

Th e local snowmobile enthusiasts joined members of the 

Penguin Club, a group of snowmobile owners from Worthington 
and Fulda, who arrived here at noon, and enjoyed a noon lunch 
at the V.F.W. club here. Forty-seven persons were served.

Th e trip from here to Sioux Falls totaled 48 miles. Take-off  time 
was between 1:30 and 2 p.m. Th ey arrived in Sioux Falls at 6 p.m.

75 years ago (1942)
•Th e days when the Luverne four and six cylinder motor cars, 

manufactured by the Luverne Automobile company, of which F.A. 
Leicher was the president, were at the height of their popularity 
were recalled in a nostalgic article by Walton Streightiff  in the 
Minneapolis Times early this week.

Th e article recalled the cars in use in 1912, and a reproduc-
tion of an advertisement of the Luverne cars was included. Th e 
Luverne auto fi rm is now engaged in manufacturing fi retrucks.

100 years ago (1917)
•A one hundred-mile roller skating race between Worthington 

and Luverne young men and women will be held next Th ursday, 
M arch 8th, at the Luverne opera house skating rink by Manager 
O.L. Hayden.

Th e race will start promptly at 12 o’clock noon, and under 
rules agreed upon the race must be completed within twelve 
hours. $15.00 will be awarded as fi rst, second and third prizes, 
and it is understood that in addition to these prizes a side purse 
of $50 has been put up.

Ethan Marshall, a 
sophomore in the College 
of Biological Sciences at 
the University of Minne-
sota Twin Cities, has been 
named to the Fall 2016 
dean’s list. 

To qualify for the 
dean’s list, students must 
earn a 3.66 GPA with a 
minimum of 12 graded 
credits.

Marshall is the son of 
Eugene and Janet Marshall, 
Luverne. 

SCHOOL
NEWS

Mavis Fodness Photo/0302 Winter Returns

Winter returns to area
Sisters Valeria Cazares and Jasmine Lomeli (at right from left) 
and Noemi Cazares (above) took advantage of the ice and snow 
that returned to the area Thursday and Friday to do some sled-
ding on their day off Friday from school. Luverne Public School 
offi cials made the decision to call off school due to the icy road 
conditions and strong winds. Classes cancelled in November 
and January will be made up May 30 and 31. Last week’s snow 
day will be made up June 1. 

Marshall named to 
U of  M dean’s list
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NEW Owner.
NEW Name.
SAME Roost.

Still Minnesota & Wisconsin Strong.

MN

WI
Arcadia

Independence

St. Cloud
Cold Spring
Sauk Rapids

Luverne

GNP Company has been a proud Minnesota and Wisconsin 

business with a rich agricultural history. Now a part of 

Pilgrim’s—a company dedicated to providing high-quality 

products at a great value—our focus remains the same: 

producing healthy, wholesome chicken to feed families 

under the Gold’n Plump and Just BARE brands.

Pilgrim’s – MN & WI    I    P.O. Box 1106, St. Cloud, MN 56302-1106
Pilgrims.com    I    GoldnPlump.com    I    JustBareChicken.com

Starting Plant
Production Pay

or more
ABOVE
minimum wage

26%

NOW HIRING!
Join our flock.

BANK NAME

BANKING
On A First Name Basis

© Vic Jacquot

Invest In Yourself…
Open Your IRA Today

                   n Individual Retirement Account is a safe, easy way to save
               for retirement. We offer both Traditional and Roth IRAs and
           our IRAs are separately insured by the FDIC to $250,000.

Stop in and we’ll explain the benefits of our Individual Retirement 
Accounts. The earlier you start saving, the more money you’ll have 
at retirement.

A

(507) 962-3250
Hills, MN

(507) 967-2570
Ellsworth, MN

(507) 449-6000
Luverne, MN

cility on Luverne Street was 
built. The 1903 structure 
was then used as a mental 
health facility.

New 1957 building 
replaces 1903 structure

Work on the “new” 
hospital started early in 
the spring of 1956 and was 
completed in June 1957. 

Total cost for the hospi-
tal and equipment was 
$270,072.  

The hospital dimen-
sions were 137 feet from 
east to west, and 127.8 
feet north to south. The 
patient capacity was 24 
beds in 12 patient rooms. 

The hospital touted 
emergency, delivery, sur-

gery and X-ray rooms, and 
laboratory, nursery and 
sterilizing room.

1964 addition
The new hospital, with 

its modern facilities, was 
used so extensively by the 
community that by 1960, 
the hospital board met 
with the City Council to 

discuss an addition.
Luverne voters ap-

proved a bond issue, and 
by 1962, a new addi-
tion was started on the 
east side of the hospital. 
By 1964 patients were 
moved from the old wing 
to the new, and the old 
one was remodeled.

The 11,630-square-
foot addition, includ-
ing remodeling, cost 
$350,000. With the 
improvements, Luverne 
Community Hospital was 
classed as a 38-bed facil-
ity. 

All patient rooms 
were air-conditioned and 
electrically heated with 
individual toilet facilities.

Dr. Darrel Siebert 
joined the Luverne staff 
in 1965, shortly after 
the renovations were 
complete and he said he 
appreciated the town’s 
progressive approach to 
its hospital. 

“I realized it wasn’t 
the doctors who built the 
hospital and made the 
improvements, it was 

the community, and it’s 
something we need to 
continue doing,” Siebert 
said in a Star Herald 
feature story about the 
hospital’s 40th anniver-
sary. 

“That’s how we’re 
going to keep a medical 
facility here.” 

1991 addition
Since the 1964 im-

provements, changes in 
medical practice necessi-
tated further changes in 
the hospital. 

With less emphasis 
on surgery, hospital 
stays had shortened, and 
emphasis switched to 
physical therapy, cardiac 
rehabilitation, lab work 
and X-r ay services.

In a Star Herald story 
at that time, Mayor Bill 
Weber was quoted as say-
ing, “Unless we meet the 
changing needs of people 
being served by this 
facility, we will eventu-
ally have the problems 
other rural hospitals are 
facing.”

In 1990, the hospital 
board approved fl oor 
plans for a $1.5-million 
expansion project. 

The most obvious 
change to the building 
was the new entrance 
and lobby. It was moved 
east and features an open 
courtyard with steps and 
a long ramp.

Inside, the business 
offi ces were expanded 
and centralized near the 
front of the building.  

Radiology was ex-
panded in the northwest 
corner of the building. 
The second operating 
room was fully equipped, 
doctors and families were 
provided more space to 
meet in private, and two 
birthing rooms allow pa-
tients to deliver without 
changing rooms.
Progressive thinking

Drs. Wrede Vogel and 
Gregory Kuiper joined 
LCH shortly after its 
renovation. Kuiper said 
the facility wasn’t the 
main reason he came to 
Luverne, but he said it 
played a role in his deci-
sion. 

“The biggest factors 
for our move were the 
quality of the medical 
group that was already 
here and the type of 
community Luverne is,” 
Kuiper said in a 1991 hos-
pital publication. 

“It’s encouraging to 
see a hospital with a vi-
sion for the future; the 
renovation is a part of 
that. I think Luverne has 
a little more insight than 
a lot of other communi-
ties.”

In that same publica-
tion, Mayor Weber said, 

“For many years, the hos-
pital has been a hidden 
asset in Luverne as far as 
overall importance to the 
community. We draw a lot 
of people into Luverne for 
health care services; that 
has some benefi ts to the 
community as a whole.”

New hospital 
on north side of town

The new Sioux Valley 
Hospital and Clinic broke 
ground on Sept. 2, 2004, 
in a former soybean fi eld 
north of the Veterans Ad-
dition along North High-
way 75.

With each develop-
ment of the $17.8 million 
complex, it was hard to 
miss the point that the 
project was a promising 
sign for Luverne’s future 
economic success.

After months of 
construction and 
years of planning, the 
93,000-square-foot cam-
pus opened July 17, 2005, 
then as Sioux Valley 
Luverne Medical Center.

The $18 million facil-
ity on the north edge of 
Luverne prompted the 
paving of 131st Street 
and the development of 
the new Manfred Heights 
housing addition.

The hospital construc-
tion was a bright spot in 
Luverne’s economic his-
tory, and it led to other 
opportunities as well.

Minnesota West Com-
munity and Technical 
College moved into the 
former Luverne hospital. 
On Sept. 15, 2006, the 
city, college and then-
Sioux Valley revealed 
plans for the “Luverne 
Education Center for 
Health Careers.”  

The learning center 
now boasts more than 
200 students and offers 
allied health programs in 
Medical Assisting, Medi-
cal Laboratory Techni-
cian, Phlebotomy, Surgi-
cal Technology and Ra-
diologic Technology. The 
need for employees in the 
health care industry has 
increased attendance at 
the Luverne Center more 
than 60 percent in the 
past year.

Related to that proj-
ect, Luverne City Hall 
moved its offi ces to that 
renovated building as 
well, to alleviate cramped 
space issues it was facing.

Luverne celebrates 150 years/Community has strong health care tradition/continued from page1A
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Star Herald fi le photo

Luverne’s Solomon Nielsen won four matches to capture his fi rst section title in Redwood Falls over the weekend.

Trio of Cardinals advance to
Minnesota Class AA event

Star Herald fi le photo

Sophomore Zach Luke placed second at 220 pounds during 
the section tournament in Redwood Falls over the weekend.

Star Herald fi le photo

Eighth-grader Hunter Baker placed second at 106 pounds at 
the section meet in Redwood Falls over the weekend.

By John Rittenhouse
Luverne High School senior 

Solomon Nielsen earned his 
third consecutive trip to the 
Minnesota State Class AA 
Wrestling Championships 
over the weekend.

Th is year Nielsen will have 
some company.

Nielsen, sophomore Zach 
Luke and eighth-grader Hunt-
er Baker all qualifi ed for the 
state meet at the Xcel Energy 
Center in St. Paul during the 
Section 3AA Individual Wres-
tling Tournament in Redwood 
Falls Friday and Saturday.

With three Cardinals mov-
ing on, LHS off ers its most 
representation at state com-
petition since 2000, when 
seven grapplers qualifi ed for 
the state classic.

Nielsen, who placed fourth 
at 152 pounds at state in 2015 
and second at 16 0 last year, will 
receive the opportunity to add 
to what already has been an 
outstanding LHS career.

He became the fi rst Cardi-
nal to place at multiple state 
tournaments last season, and 
he became Luverne’s all-time 
leader in career wins in early 
February.

Nielsen advanced to his 
fi rst two state tournaments 
as a section runner-up, but 
he will carry the tag of sec-
tion champion into this year’s 
event after winning four con-
secutive matches to claim the 
170-pound title.

Nielsen posted a win by 
technical fall over Redwood-
River Valley’s Adam Bommers-

bach in the opening round, 
he pinned Quad County’s 

Stephan Countryman in 28 
seconds during the quarterfi -
nals, and he prevailed by tech-
nical fall over Dawson-Boyd-
Lac qui Parle Valley’s Colton 
Struxness in the semifi nals.

Nielsen received a strong 
challenge from Wabasso-Red 
Rock Central’s Nick Altermat 
in the championship match, 
but the LHS standout regis-
tered a takedown in overtime 
to pull out a 9-7 win.

Baker and Luke placed 
second at 106 and 220 re-
spectively in the Section 3AA 
competition.

Baker registered pins over 
New Ulm’s Jackson Bode (4:39) 
and Worthington’s Erik Artiga 
(3:54) to reach the title tilt.

Fairmont-Martin County 
West’s Jaxon Rohman pinned 
Baker at 1:38 of the champion-
ship match.

Luke advanced to the fi nal 
at 220 with pins over F-MCC’s 
Theo Krumholz (2:50) and 
Marshall’s Jaiden Bahr (4:26).

D-B-LQPV’s Cole Bungar-
den pinned Luke in 2:00 dur-
ing the title tilt.

Nielsen (34-0), Baker (28-
10) and Luke (15-13) wrestle 
in the opening round of Class 
AA individual competition at 
11 a.m. Friday.

Jeremiah Dooyema made 
a bid to advance to state by 
compiling a 3-2 record at 152 
pounds.

Dooyema, however, lost a 

By John Rittenhouse
The 2016-17 basketball 

season came to an end for 
the Luverne girls Saturday 
in Minneota.

Luverne, the sixth seed 
for the South Section 3AA 
Tournament, took on No. 3 
Minneota in a quarterfi nal-
round clash.

The home-standing Vi-
kings walked away with a 
convincing 72-39 victory.

Minneota gained control 
of the contest by opening a 
42-20 lead in the fi rst half.

When the Vikings out-
scored the Cards 30-19 
in the second half, their 
33-point victory was com-
plete.

Senior Kami Sawtelle 

Vikings eliminate LHS 
girls from section fi eld
Saturday in Minneota

Adrian's Gyberg repeats
as individual qualifi er

Dylan Gyberg

By John Rittenhouse
An Adrian High School 

senior punched his ticket to 
the Minnesota State Class A 
Wrestling Championships 
Saturday in Jackson.

Dylan Gyberg, who won the 
195-pound title at the Section 
3A Individual Tournament last 
season, repeated as champion 
of the weight class during 
Saturday’s version of the event 
staged at Jackson County Cen-
tral High School.

Gyberg won three consecu-
tive matches to capture the 
section crown and advance to 
state tournament at the Xcel 
Energy Center in St. Paul.

Th e fi rst round of Class A 
individual competition begins 
at 9 a.m. Friday.

Gyberg experienced little 
trouble in defending his sec-
tion title in Jackson.

He advanced to the cham-
pionship match by recording 
pins against JCC’s Lee Drahota 
(44 seconds) and Pipestone’s 
Jamison Vanderwal (1:12).

The AHS veteran topped 
Canby’s Evan Stoks 9-2 in the 
championship match.

Gyberg takes a 19-4 record 
into the state tournament.

Th e 2016-17 season came to 
an end for nine other Dragons 
who competed in Jackson.

Finishing fi fth in their re-
spective weight classes were 

Logan Taylor (20-9), Tylor Hix 
(3-18), Mitchell Wagner (13-
18) and Scot Edwards (17-9).

Taylor went 2-2 at 106, Hix 
2-2 at 120, Wagner 1-2 at 220 
and Edwards 0-2 at 285.

Chandler Combs (16-20), 
Logan Sherer (7-14) and Beau 
Bullerman (14-19) placed 
sixth in their respective weight 
classes.

Combs went 1-3 at 126, 
Sherer 1-3 at 132 and Buller-
man 0-3 at 170.

Preston Nelson (20-9) went 
0-2 with out placing in the 
top six at 120, while Marshall 
Taylor (8-22) went 0-2 without 
placing in the top six at 145.

turned in a 12-point, nine-
rebound eff ort for the Car-
dinals, while classmates 
Hailey Remme and Zayna 
Hustoft collected six re-
bounds each.

Gracie Bosch pumped in 
10 points for Luverne, which 
ends the season with a 10-
15 record.

Box score
Schmuck 1 0 1-2 3, Remme 1 0 0-0 
2, Oye 0 1 2-2 5, Anderson 0 1 2-2 5, 
Thorson 1 0 0-0 2, Sawtelle 3 1 3-5 
12, Bosch 2 2 0-0 10, Oftedahl 0 0 
0-0 0, Staeffl er 0 0 0-0 0, Petersen 
0 0 0-0 0, Ferrell 0 0 0-0 0, Hadler 0 
0 0-0 0, Hustoft 1 0 0-5 2.

Team statistics
Luverne: 13 of 48 fi eld goals (27 
percent), eight of 22 free throws (36 
percent), 35 rebounds, 17 turnovers.

Boys advance to 3A title game with wins

John Rittenhouse photo/0302 lbh 14

Luverne sophomore forward Mark Sterrett lifts the puck into the pads of Windom goalie Peter 
Ignaszewski during Saturday’s Section 3A Tournament game at the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

John Rittenhouse photo/0304 hgb 4

Hills-Beaver Creek senior guard Jasmine Lingen scored seven 
points during Saturday’s win over Fulda in Worthington.

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Hills-Beaver Creek Pa-

triots overcame a sluggish start 
to win a quarterfi nal round 
game of the South Section 3A 
Girls’ Basketball Tournament 
Saturday in Worthington.

H-BC, the tournament’s 
third seed, trailed No. 6 Fulda 
by eight points 11 minutes into 
the game.

Patriots pull away
from Fulda in quarterfi nals

The Patriots found their 
footing the rest of the way 
and went on to outscore the 
Raiders 55-26 over the game’s 
fi nal 25 minutes to secure a 
68-47 victory.

Th e win sent the 20-5 Patri-
ots back to Worthington Tues-
day (Feb. 28), where they took 

Pull/continued on page 2B

Trio/continued on page 2B

By John Rittenhouse
The Luverne boys’ team 

reached the championship 
game of the Section 3A Hockey 
Tournament for the fourth 
consecutive season by passing 
their fi rst two postseason tests.

Th e top-seeded Cardinals 
posted a fi ve-goal win over 
No. 8 Windom during Satur-
day’s quarterfi nals at the Blue 
Mound Ice Arena.

 LHS topped No. 5 Hutchin-
son by two goals during Mon-
day’s semifi nals at Gustavus 
Adophus College in St. Peter.

Luverne took at 12-game 
winning streak and a 21-5-
1 record into Wednesday’s 
(March 1) championship game 
in St. Peter.

LHS 4, Hutchinson 2
Th e Cardinals overcame a 

stiff  challenge by the Tigers 
to prevail by two goals dur-
ing Monday’s semifinals in 
St. Peter.

Hutchinson, the tourna-
ment’s fi fth seed, sported a 1-0 
lead 17:32 into the game.

Luverne answered the chal-
lenge by outscoring the Tigers 
4-1 over the fi nal 32:35 to earn 
a berth in the title tilt.

Th e Tigers drew fi rst blood 
in the contest when Peyton 
Jasken scored the fi rst of two 
power-play goals for Hutchin-
son during the contest.

Jasken’s goal came 32 sec-
onds into the second period, 
but Hutchinson’s 1-0 lead 

didn’t last long.
Luverne’s Nick Harder reg-

istered an unassisted tally 53 
seconds later to knot the score 
at one.

Th e score remained tied with 
52 seconds remaining in the 

second period, when Ben Se-
rie netted his fi rst of two goals.

Trey  Roberts received an 
assist for the goal, which gave 
the Cards a 2-1 edge heading 
into the third period.

Serie upped the lead to 3-1 

when he recorded his second 
goal of the night with 11:35 
remaining in the third period 
after being set up by Jesse Reed.

Luverne maintained its two-

Boys/continued on page 2B
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Marilyn Bloemendaal, CPCU

Steve Smedsrud, CIC

Cory Bloemendaal, CIC

Brent Dinger, Agent 

Introducing...

GrandChampion

Award Winning
Meat Processing

Let us process your next Hog or Beef 
into a Special Treat with Award 

Winning meats & sausages.

Beef Sides or Split Sides
Available

Ellsworth Locker
Brian & Kathy Chapa

Open Mon.-Fri. 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.; Sat. 7:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
www.ellsworthlocker.com

Phone 967-2544 • Ellsworth, MN • Home 967-2537

Pork Sale
$179

Solomon Nielsen
Sport: Wrestling
Position: 170
Parents: Stacy Nielsen
Favorite Subject: Accounting
Extra Curricular Activities: Baseball, 
Weightlifting
Future Plans: Wrestle in college

Layne Curtis
Sport: Basketball
Position: Point Guard
Parents: Jim and Michelle Curtis
Favorite Subject: Math
Extra Curricular Activities: Lifting and 
hanging out with my friends
Future Plans: Go to SDSU or MSU for 
Mechanical or Electrical Engineering

Pipestone Pepsi  |  1809 Forman Drive, Pipestone, MN 56164

W I N T E R  S E N I O R W I N T E R  S E N I O R 
ATHLETES OF THE WEEKATHLETES OF THE WEEK

on No. 2 Southwest Christian 
in the semifi nals.

H-BC sported a pair of 
three-point leads early in the 
game before Fulda bounced 
back to knot the score at eight.

Th e Raiders put together 
a 13-5 run to open a 21-13 
advantage with 7:21 remain-
ing in the opening stanza, but 
the Patriots answered the 
challenge.

A 15-7 run ending with a 
three-point shot from H-BC’s 
Jasmine Lingen knotted the 
score at the 2:49 mark of the 
half.

Th e Raiders regained the 
lead at 32-28 with 2:13 left, 
but back-to-back three-point 
shots from Mekayla Kolbrek 
gave the Patriots a 35-34 edge 
at the intermission.

H-BC scored the fi rst fi ve 
points of the second half and 
the Patriots led by seven (43-
36) when Grace Bundesen 
drained one free throw at the 
14:03 mark.

Fulda battled back to trim 
the diff erence to three points 
(47-44) with 8:44 left to play.

Th e Raiders, however, were 
limited to three points the rest 
of the night.

H-BC closed the game with 
a 21-3 run ending with Whit-
ney Elbers sinking a pair of 
charity shots with 1:33 left to 
complete a 21-point victory.

Bundesen (17 points and 
nine rebounds), Sidney Fick 
(16 points, seven rebounds 
and three blocked shots) and 
Avery  Van Roekel (13 points 
and three assists) led H-BC 
off ensively in the game.

Pull/continued from page 1B

John Rittenhouse photo/0302 hgb 10

Hills-Beaver Creek senior Avery Van Roekel weaves her way through a trio of Fulda defenders 
to score two of her 13 points during Saturday’s tournament victory in Worthington.

Madison Spath (five re-
bounds and three assists) 
and Lingen (four assists) also 
made key contributions for 
the Patriots.

Box score
Bos 0 0 0-0 0, Tilstra 0 0 0-0 0, Spath 
1 0 0-0 2, Kolbrek 0 2 0-0 6, Lingen 2 
1 0-0 7, Fick 6 1 1-1 16, Bundesen 2 2 
7-12 17, Swan 0 0 0-0 0, Elbers 0 0 2-2 
2, Van Roekel 6 0 1-1 13, Rozeboom 
2 0 1-4 5.

Team statistics
H-BC: 25 of 58 fi eld goals (43 percent), 
12 of 20 free throws (60 percent), 37 
rebounds, 13 turnovers.
Fulda: 15 of 66 fi eld goals (23 percent), 
13 of 20 free throws (65 percent), 28 
rebounds, 10 turnovers.

10-9 decision to New Ulm’s 
Tanner Stark in a true second-
place match, leaving the LHS 
senior with a third-place 
fi nish that ended his 23-12 
season.

Luverne’s Tucker Oeltjen-
bruns (24-16) placed third at 
126 with a 3-1 record, while 
Riley Baker (21-17) placed 

fi fth at 132 with a 3-2 mark.
Matt Hup (3-18) went 1-2 

without placing sixth or better 
at the section event.

Also not placing sixth or 
better are Justyce Ripka (1-
22) and Jed Dooyema (10-21), 
who went 0-2 at 120 and 138 
respectively.

Trio/continued from page 1B

goal advantage with 48 sec-
onds remaining in the game, 
when Hutchinson’s Jake Mraz 
netted a power-play tally.

LHS junior Tyler Reisdorfer 
settled the issue when he 
capped the scoring with 19 
seconds left by registering an 
empty-net goal.

Luverne sported a 39-22 
advantage in shots on goal in 
the game.

Kaden Ericson stopped 20 
of the 22 shots he faced in net.

LHS 5, Windom 0
Th e Cardinals opened Sec-

tion 3A play by posting a fi ve-
goal victory over the Eagles 
at the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

Luverne, which sported 
a commanding 75-18 ad-
vantage in shots on goal in 
the game, scored three fi rst-
period goals and never lost 
control of the contest the rest 
of the night.

Five different Cardinals 
registered goals in the game, 
while Ericson turned in an 
18-save shutout in goal.

LHS gained the upper hand 
early as Roberts (an unas-
sisted tally) and Mark Sterrett 
scored one goal each in the 
fi rst 2:47 of the game.

Coy Gonnerman made it a 
3-0 game when he capped the 
scoring in the fi rst period with 

Boys/continued from page 1B

John Rittenhouse photo/0302 lbh 16

Luverne junior forward Nick Harder battles for the puck with a pair of Windom defenders dur-
ing Saturday’s Section 3A Boys’ Hockey Tournament quarterfi nal at the Blue Mound Ice Arena.

5:35 remaining.
Th e Cardinals proceeded to 

add single goals in the second 
and third periods to ice the win.

Serie made it a 4-0 game with 

5:15 left in the second period 
and Gaige Nath capped the 
scoring with 1:23 remaining 
in the third period.

Chris Jelken led the winners 

with two assists.
Serie, Gonnerman, Reed 

and Andrew Reisch contrib-
uted one assist each to the 
winning cause.

By John Rittenhouse
Th e 2016-17 girls’ basketball 

season came to an end for the 
Ellsworth Panthers Th ursday 
in Slayton.

Ellsworth, the ninth-seeded 
team in the South Section 3A 
Tournament, took on No. 8 
Murray County Central in an 

opening-round game of the 
annual event.

Th e home-standing Rebels 
got off  to a good start in a game 
that started at 3:30 p.m. due to 
an impending snowstorm and 
withstood a late challenge from 
the Panthers to advance to the 
quarterfi nals.

Ellsworth ends the season 
with a 3-22 record.

MCC played well early to 
open a 32-18 advantage at 
halftime.

Th e Panthers rallied to out-
score the Rebels 32-22 in the 
second half, but EHS fell 54-50 
at game’s end.

Devin Dreesen (19 points, 
six rebounds and three steals) 
and Sierra Smith (19 points 

and eight rebounds) played 
impressive games for EHS.

Kallie Chapa and Morgan 
Dreesen charted seven and 
four assists respectively for 
the Panthers, while Ashlyn 
Meester chipped in five re-
bounds.

Box score
M.Dreesen 2 0 2-2 6, K.Chapa 0 1 0-0 
3, Meester 1 0 1-2 3, D.Dreesen 8 1  0-1 
19, Smith 6 1 4-5 19.

Panthers bow out of  South Section 3A event Thursday night

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Luverne boys’ basketball team fi nished a 7-17 regular 

season by hosting the Minneota Vikings for a game Monday in 
Luverne.

Th e Cardinals and Vikings exchanged runs most of the night, 
but it was Luverne that came out on the winning end of a 77-70 
decision.

Th e score was knotted at four early in the fi rst half when LHS 
went on a 7-0 run ending with a three-point shot from Andrew 
Bierman at 15:07 that gave the Cards an 11-4 cushion.

Minneota, however, countered with an 11-4 surge to knot the 
score at 15 with 12:41 remaining.

Luverne scored the next fi ve points as a part of a 16-6 run that 
left the Cards sporting a 31-21 advantage when Cole Claussen 
buried a jump shot at 6:19.

LHS extended the lead to 12 points (41-29) when Mark Rob-
inson buried a three-point shot with 4:48 left, but the Vikings 
trimmed the diff erence to 10 points (44-34) before the fi rst half 
was complete.

Riley Siebenahler sank a pair of free throws 59 seconds into the 
section half to up the lead to 14 points (48-34) before Minneota 
made things interesting.

Th e Vikings went on a 16-5 run over the next 9:43 to trim the 
diff erence to three points (53-50) with 7:18 left to play.

Luverne answered the challenge by igniting an 18-11 surge 
that left the Cards sporting a 71-61 advantage when Layne Curtis 
drained a pair of free throws with 1:43 remaining.

Minneota did close the margin to fi ve points twice in the game’s 
fi nal minute, but LHS prevailed by seven at game’s end.

Claussen (22 points and six rebounds), Siebenahler (16 points, 
11 rebounds and six assists) and Curtis (13 points, fi ve assists and 
four steals) paced LHS off ensively.

Derek Lundgren added three assists to the winning cause.
Luverne, which has won its last two games, opens the South 

Section 3AA Tournament Saturday in Pipestone.
Th e sixth-seeded Cardinals take on the third-seeded Arrows 

at 7 p.m.

Box score
Robinson 0 2 2-2 8, Lundgren 0 1 4-8 7, Claussen 8 0 6-6 22, Curtis 3 1 4-7 13, 
Bierman 1 2 0-0 8, Siebenahler 3 1 7-8 16, Haugom 1 0 1-2 3.

Team statistics
Luverne: 23 of 57 fi eld goals (40 percent), 24 of 35 free throws (69 percent), 26 
rebounds, 14 turnovers.
Minneota: 26 of 62 fi eld goals (42 percent), nine of 12 free throws (75 percent), 27 
rebounds, 12 turnovers.

Cardinal boys cap
7-17 regular season

John Rittenhouse photo/0302 lbb 2

Luverne’s Derek Lundg ren scored seven points and charted 
three assists during a 77-70 home win over Minneota Monday.
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Sunday, March 5
9am - 1pm

Adults $6.00 12 & Under $3.00

American Legion 
Luverne
124 W Main

Every Friday during 
Lent
All you can eat FISH FRY

Hand-Breaded Alaskan Polluck
Includes fries, salad & dinner roll

Served 6 - 9 p.m.

507-449-0454

(starting march 3)

Fishing for Olives will play 9-12:30p.m.

Celebrate with us 

St. Patrick’s Day (after the parade)

FROM THE SIDELINES

By John Rittenhouse,sports editor

Remembrance gestures display
class of  Dragon Nation

I’m 
somewhat 
ashamed to 
admit this.

After 
pulling into 
a parking 
space outside Adrian 
High School Feb. 21, I 
became overwhelmed 
with apprehension.

My reluctance had 
nothing to do with cover-
ing the Ellsworth-Adrian 
boys’ basketball game 
that was about to take 
place inside the building.

It had everything to 
do with the Friday night 
before, Feb. 17, which, 
as it turns out, was the 
last time I would have 
interaction with Tim 
Christensen.

As I’m sure everyone 
knows by now, he passed 
away unexpectedly be-
tween my last two visits 
to AHS.

Considering he was a 
man I got to know long 
before he started to work 
as an activities director 
and principal for District 
511, I was absolutely 
stunned and saddened 
upon learning of his pass-
ing on that fateful Sunday.

I received the privilege 
to get to know Tim better 
by having sons of the 
same age who shared a 
lot of the same interests, 
so our paths crossed 
many times over the 
years. 

With each conversation 
we shared, I gained more 
admiration and respect 
for a man who was al-
ways one phone call away 
from helping with any 
favors I needed concern-
ing AHS athletics.

Th at’s why I was glad to 
see him prior to the Feb. 
17 boys’ basketball game 

against Red Rock Central 
in Adrian.

Smiles crossed both of 
our faces as we made eye 
contact when I was making 
my way across the gymna-
sium to his location.

Th e smiles remained 
in place as we continued 
what became the ritual 
we shared of  exchanging 
barbs and fun-fi lled insults 
that made us both feel 
more at ease rather than 
uncomfortable.

What I didn’t know was 
that would be the last give-
and-take conversation 
we would share, which 
may explain why I was a 
little apprehensive when 
approaching the school 
building for the EHS game 
four days later.

Th ere would be no 
give-and-take with Tim 
Christensen that night, but 
I immediately felt at ease, 
thanks to a gesture off ered 
by the AHS boys’ basket-
ball players.

I couldn’t help but no-
tice all them were donning 
wristbands with the initials 
T.C. clearly evident as they 
went through their pre-
game warm-up.

Tim Christianson may 
not have been in the build-
ing, but he certainly was 
there in spirit.

“Our senior boys came 
up with the idea to wear 
those wristbands,” said 
Blake Miller, Adrian’s head 
coach.

“Th ey wanted to honor 
him. Tim was very much 
involved in their lives and 
Adrian athletics overall. 

He had me text him after 
every game to let him 
know how we did. He was 
very much interested in 
AHS athletics, and I could 
defi nitely tell there was 
a piece missing all of last 
week.”

Along with the boys, 
Adrian’s girls’ basketball 
players honored Chris-
tensen by wearing special-
ly designed T-shirts prior 
to their playoff  game in 
Worthington Saturday.

Th e members of the 
AHS wrestling team paid a 
special visit to the Chris-
tensen home in Luverne 
Th ursday, where they 
spent some time with 
Tim’s wife, Pam, and the 
Christensen kids (Stepha-
nie, Matt and Cody) on 
Th ursday.

It was a combination of 
all those heartfelt gestures 
delivered by the athletes 
from Dragon Nation that 
made me feel a little em-
barrassed about the ap-
prehension I experienced 
upon approaching the 
school building Feb. 21.

We all lost a friend way 
too early, and no one 
made me see it more 
clearly than AHS senior 
guard Tristian White.

I noticed White had 
something written on a 
piece of athletic tape that 
was placed on the back of 
his warm-up shirt.

When I got a little closer, 
I could read the message: 
R.I.P. T.C.

For the lack of better 
words, I echo that senti-
ment.

LHS seniors grace BSC roster
By John Rittenhouse

Two senior members of the 
Luverne High School girls’ 
hockey program raked in post-
season honors from Big South 
Conference offi  cials Th ursday.

LHS forwards Mariah Aukes 
and Madison Crabtree grace 
the roster of the 2016-17 All-
Big South Conference Girls’ 
Hockey Team.

A total of 13 players made 
the all-league squad.

New Ulm and Marshall 
landed three all-conference 
selections each.

New Ulm juniors Ali Beltz, 
Dani Weiss and Karlie Ries 
made the team, as did Mar-
shall juniors Courtney Mauch 
and Rachel VanKeulen and 
sophomore Sydney Mauch.

Waseca matched LHS by 
securing two all-conference 
selections.

Junior Riley Brown and 
freshman Jayde Pederson 
represent the Blue Jays on 

the roster.
Fairmont senior Taylor Ness, 

St. Peter-Le Sueur-Hender-
son-Tri-City United senior 
Anna Amos and Windom ju-
nior Molly Boyum round out 
the all-league squad.

Seven players drew honor-
able mention recognition from 
league offi  cials.

New Ulm sophomore Ashtyn 
Wiltscheck and freshman Ally 
Steff ensmeier, SP-L-H-TCU ju-
nior Emma Doherty-Bohn and 
sophomore Ashley Pudwill, 
Windom junior Emily Steen 
and sophomore Anna Volk and 
Fairmont senior Myah Lytle 
are the honorable mention 
selections.

Crabtree Aukes

John Rittenhouse photo/0302 agb 12
Adrian’s Kaitlyn Christians turned in a 14-point, 11-rebound performance during Saturday’s 58-
35 victory over Edgerton during a Section 3A Girls’ Basketball Tournament quarterfi nal-round 
game in Worthington.

Adrian girls roll past Edgerton
with strong second half

By John Rittenhouse
A big second half propelled 

the Adrian Dragons into the 
semifi nal round of the South 
Section 3A Girls’ Basketball 
Tournament.

The fifth-seeded Dragons, 
who defeated No. 4 Edgerton 
twice during the regular season, 
met the Flying Dutchmen for 
a third time during Saturday’s 
quarterfi nals in Worthington.

Th e game was knotted at  24 
after 18 minutes of play, but the 
Dragons outscored Edgerton 
34-11 in the second half to post 
a 58-35 victory.

Th e win sent the 11-13 Drag-
ons to the semifi nals Tuesday 
(Feb. 28), where they took on 
top-seeded Red Rock Central.

It looked like it might be Edg-
erton’s day early in the fi rst half.

After Adrian’s Mikayla Jef-
fers buried a three-point shot 
at the 14:44 mark of the fi rst 
half to open the scoring in the 

game, the Flying Dutchmen 
put together a 10-2 run to sport 
a 10-5 cushion with 10:45 left 
in the stanza.

Adrian battled back to knot 
the score at 10 and 13, but Edg-
erton countered with an 11-4 
surge to open a seven-point 
lead (24-17) with less than fi ve 
minutes remaining.

Th e Dragons responded to 
the challenge by ending the 
half with a 7-0 run capped 
when Jeff ers drained a pair of 
free throws with 24 seconds left 
to knot the score at 24.

Th e teams exchanged fi eld 
goals early in the second half, 
and the scored was tied at 28.

Adrian took over the contest 
at that point.

Th e Dragons put together a 
25-2 run that gave them a 53-30 
lead when Lexi Slater sank one 
free throw with 4:30 left to play.

Both teams scored five 
points in the fi nal four minutes, 

leaving the Dragons with a 
23-point conquest at game’s 
end.

Moriah Bullerman (15 
points and seven rebounds), 
Jeff ers (14 points) and Kaitlyn 
Christians (14 points and 11 
rebounds) carried the load 
off ensively for Adrian.

Hannah Bullerman (seven 
assists and six rebounds), Slat-
er (eight rebounds) and Paige 
Bullerman (nine rebounds) 
also played strong games for 
the winners.
Box score
Zebe 0 0 2-2 2, H.Bullerman 2 0 0-0 4, 
M.Bullerman 3 2 3-5 15, Balster 0 0 0-0 
0, Nelson 0 0 0-0 0, Christians 3 2 2-4 
14, Lonneman 0 0 0-0 0, Jeffers 0 4 2-2 
14, Grussing 0 0 0-0 0, Slater 2 0 1-2 
5, Heidebrink 0 0 0-0 0, P.Bullerman 
1 0 2-6 4.

Team statistics
Adrian: 20 of 51 fi eld goals (39 percent), 
12 of 21 free throws (57 percent), 45 
rebounds, 18 turnovers.
Edgerton: 11 of 58 fi eld goals (19 
percent), nine of 13 free throws (69 
percent), 30 rebounds, 18 turnovers.

John Rittenhouse photo0302 ae bb 2
Adr ian senior Mitchel l 
Lonneman scored 16 points 
during Monday's loss at EHS.

Dragon boys split games with Edgerton, MLA
By John Rittenhouse

The Adrian boys’ basket-
ball team wrapped up a 15-9 
regular season by splitting 
two games.

Th e Dragons edged Moun-
tain Lake Area by one point in 
Adrian Saturday before falling 
by nine points at Edgerton 
Public School Monday.

Adrian received the third 
seed for the South Section 3A 
Tournament.

The Dragons play No. 6 
Murray County Central dur-
ing Saturday’s quarterfi nals in 
Worthington at 4 p.m.

Edgerton 61, Adrian 52
A sluggish off ensive perfor-

mance plagued the Dragons 
during a nine-point loss in 
Edgerton Monday.

Adrian was limited to 32 
percent shooting from the fi eld 

and was outscored in both 
halves of the game.

Th e Flying Dutchmen played 
well early and opened a 27-19 
halftime advantage.

Adrian picked up the pace 
off ensively in the second half, 
but Edgerton sported a 34-
33 scoring advantage in the 
stanza.

Mitchell Lonneman (16 
points and six rebounds) and 
Tristian White (14 points) led 
Adrian off ensively.

Jacob Stamer, Zach Bierman 
and Ryan Wieneke grabbed 
five rebounds each for the 
Dragons.

Box score
Stamer 0 3 0-2 9, Serrao 0 0 0-0 0, Bier-
man 0 0 0-1 0, White 1 3 3-5 14, Wieneke 
0 3 0-0 9, Hendel 2 0 0-0 4, Werkman 0 
0 0-0 0, M.Lonneman 6 0 4-6 16.

Team statistics
Adrian: 18 of 56 fi eld goals (32 percent), 

Split/continued on page 4B
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Howling DogHowling Dog
Baseball, BurgersBaseball, Burgers
and Fries Nightand Fries Night

(free for families who sign up) 

5-7 p.m.5-7 p.m.
Traveling baseball 
team sign up and 

parent meeting for 
anyone grades 3-6 

interested in playing 
traveling baseball

Talk to your friends about 
playing a little extra 

baseball this summer!
Interested in coaching?

Please Come!

sign up

Luverne Luverne 
Baseball Baseball 
Traveling Traveling 

TeamTeam

Also sign up for Girls Also sign up for Girls 
Softball, VFW, Legion or Softball, VFW, Legion or 
Community Ed BaseballCommunity Ed Baseball

LAND FOR SALE
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Adrian junior guard Ryan Wieneke drives past Ellsworth’s Brandon Kramer for an early fi eld 
goal during a boys’ basketball game played in Adrian Feb. 21 . Adrian rolled to an 82-51 victory.

Adrian boys sweep series with Ellsworth
By John Rittenhouse

Th e Ellsworth and Adrian 
boys’ basketball teams kicked 
off  a stretch of playing three 
games in seven days Feb. 21 
in Adrian.

Adrian got off  to a good start 
in what will be a hectic fi nal 
week of the regular season by 
rolling to an 82-51 win over 
the Panthers.

Ellsworth showed some 
promise early in the game as 
Matt Buntjer netted the fi rst 
two points of the night.

EHS trailed by three (8-5) 
when Buntjer completed a 
three-point play at the 14:56 
mark of the fi rst half, but the 
rest of the stanza belonged to 
the Dragons.

AHS sported a six-point 
lead when it went on a 14-0 
run ending with a fi eld goal 
from Frank Serrao to open a 
28-8 advantage with 9:38 left 
in the stanza.

A 7-0 spurt capped by a 
fi eld goal by Ellsworth’s Noah 
Kruse trimmed the diff erence 
to 13 points (28-13).

Adrian, however, countered 
with a 10-point run that gave 
the Dragons a 38-19 lead when 
Tristian White canned a pair 
of charity shots at 1:13 before 
settling with a 16-point (38-32) 
cushion when the fi rst half was 
complete.

The Dragons opened the 
second half with a 10-point 
run ending with a three-point 
shot from Jacob Stamer that 
gave the hosts a 26-point lead 
(48-22) 2:07 into the stanza.

Ellsworth did trim the dif-
ference to 24 points (55-31) 
when Jared Leuthold hit a 
three-point shot with 12:06 
remaining, but that proved 
to be as close as the Panthers 
would come to catching the 
hosts.

AHS outscored the Panthers 
27-20 the rest of the night and 
led by as many as 32 points (65-
33 when Mitchell Lonneman 

converted a fi eld goal with 8:12 
left to play) before winning by 
31 at game’s end.

Stamer (16 points and three 
steals), Lonneman (12 points), 
Ryan Wieneke (12 points) and 
Serrao (11 points) led Adrian 
off ensively.

Zach Hendel and Nate 
Lonneman added seven and 
six rebounds to the winning 
cause respectively.

Buntjer (17 points and 

seven rebounds), Leuthold 
(13 points, six rebounds and 
four assists), Brandon Kramer 
(10 points) and Nathan Wal-
lenberg (fi ve assists) led the 
Panthers statistically.

Box score
Ellsworth
Wallenberg 0 1 0-0 3, Leuthold 3 2 1-1 
13, N.Kruse 1 0 0-0 2, Curtis 0 0 1-2 1, 
S.Boltjes 0 0 0-0 0, K.Boltjes 0 0 1-3 1, 
T.Kruse 0 0 0-0 0, Blair 1 0 0-0 2, Jansma 
0 0 0-0 0, Boyenga 0 0 0-0 0, B.Kramer 

4 0 2-5 10, Nave 0 0 0-0 0, Buntjer 7 0 
3-4 17, S.Kramer 1 0 0-0 2.
Adrian
Stamer 5 2 0-0 16, Serrao 2 2 1-2 11, Bier-
man 3 0 1-5 7, White 0 2 1-2 7, Wieneke 
4 1 1-1 12, Ross 0 1 0-0 3, Henning 0 
0 0-0 0, N.Lonneman 1 0 2-2 4, Hendel 
4 0 0-0 8, Veld 1 0 0-0 2, Werkman 0 0 
0-2 0, M.Lonneman 5 0 2-2 12, Swank 
0 0 0-0 0, Polzine 0 0 0-0 0.
Team statistics
Ellsworth 20 of 50 fi eld goals (40 
percent), eight of  15 free throws (53 
percent), 18 rebounds, 19 turnovers.
Adrian: 33 of 64 fi eld goals (52 percent), 
eight of 16 free throws (50 percent), 35 
rebounds, nine turnovers.

seven of 14 free throws (50 percent), 
26 rebounds, seven turnovers.
Edgerton: 22 of 55 fi eld goals (40 
percent), nine of 13 free throws (69 
percent), 33 rebounds, eight turnovers.

Adrian 70, MLA 69
Th e Dragons came out on 

the winning end of a one-point 
decision during a hard-fought 
game against the Wolverines 
Saturday in Adrian.

Adrian played its way to a 31-
29 lead in the game’s fi rst half.

MLA sported a 40-39 scoring 
edge in the second half, but 
it wasn’t enough to keep the 

Dragons from walking away 
with a victory.

Lonneman turned in a 
35-point, eight-rebound eff ort 
for the Dragons.

Zach Hendel added 16 
points and 10 rebounds to the 
winning cause, while Wieneke 
netted 11 points and passed 
for fi ve assists.

Box score
Stamer 0 1 3-4 6, Serrao 0 0 0-0 0, Bier-
man 0 0 2-6 2, White 0 0 0-0 0, Wieneke 
1 2 3-4 11, Hendel 7 0 2-3 16, Werkman 
0 0 0-0 0, M.Lonneman 13 0 9-14 35.

Team statistics
Adrian: 24 of 53 fi eld goals (45 percent), 
19 of 31 free throws (61 percent), 32 
rebounds, 13 turnovers.
MLA: 22 of 73 fi eld goals (30 percent), 
20 of 22 free throws (91 percent), 31 
rebounds, six turnovers.

Split/continued from page 3B

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Hills-Beaver Creek boys’ 

basketball team completed a 
10-14 regular season by split-
ting games.

Th e Patriots lost a four-point 
decision to Southwest Chris-
tian Saturday before rolling to 
a 34-point victory over Heron 
Lake-Okabena in Okabena 
Monday.

H-BC secured the seventh 
seed for the South Section 3A 
Tournament and hosts No. 10 
HL-O for an opening round 
game at 7 p.m. Th ursday in 
Hills.

H-BC 75, HL-O 41
Th e Patriots put an end to a 

three-game slide when they 
upended the Wildcats by 34 
points in Okabena Monday.

H-BC turned in a dominat-
ing performance during both 
halves of the convincing vic-
tory over HL-O.

H-BC set the tempo for the 
night by rolling to a 38-30 lead 
in the fi rst half.

Th e Patriots proceeded to 
outscore the Wildcats 38-21 
in the second half to prevail 
by 34 points.

Zach Scholten (16 points, 
nine rebounds and four 
blocked shots), Preston Wil-
helmi (14 points and three 
steals), Josh Kueter (13 points 
and three blocked shots) and 
Dylan Forshey (10 points and 
seven rebounds) carried the 
Patriots to victory.

Th e 10-14 Patriots drew the 
seventh seed for the South Sec-
tion 3A Tournament and host 
No. 10 HL-O for an opening 

round game at 7 p.m. Th ursday 
in Hills.

Box score
Scholten 4 1 5-10 16, Leuthold 1 0 
1-1 3, Vis 0 0 0-2 0, Burgers 1 1 0-0 5, 
Leenderts 1 0 0-0 2, Wilhelmi 1 4 0-0 
14, Bass 0 0  1-2 1, Kueter 5 1 0-0 13, 
Forshey 2 0 6-8 10, Taubert 0 0 0-0 0, 
LaRock 0 0 4-4 4, Wingert 0 0 0-1 0, 
Wysong 3 0 1-1 7.

Team statistics
H-BC: 25 of 53 fi eld goals (47 percent), 
18 of 29 free throws (62 percent), 40 
rebounds, eight turnovers.
HL-O: 14 fi eld goals made, seven of 15 
free throws (47 percent), 19 rebounds, 
24 turnovers.

SWC 79, H-BC 75
A late challenge by the Pa-

triots went unrewarded when 
they took on the Eagles in Hills 
Saturday.

After facing a six-point (44-
38) defi cit at the intermission, 
the Patriots rallied to take 
a one-point edge with one 
minute remaining in the game.

SWC, however, scored the 
fi nal fi ve points of the night to 
pull out a 79-75 victory.

Jax Wysong (16 points and 
11 rebounds), Kueter (15 
points) and Scholten (14 
points and 12 rebounds) 
turned in big off ensive nights 
for the Patriots.

Isaiah Vis added four assists 
to the eff ort.

Box score
Scholten 5 1 1-4 14, Leuthold 0 0 0-1 0, 
Vis 0 0 1-4 1, Burgers 0 2 0-0 6, Wilhelmi 
1 2 0-0 8, Bass 2 0 2-2 6, Keuter 4 2 1-2 
15, Forshey 3 0 3-5 9, Wysong 6 0 4-4 16.

Team statistics
H-BC: 28 of 51 fi eld goals (55 percent), 
12 of 22 free throws (55 percent), 42 
rebounds, 11 turnovers.
SWC: 30 of 58 fi eld goals (52 percent), 
nine of 15 free throws (60 percent), 24 
rebounds, 10 turnovers.

Patriots end slide Monday

BSC girls’ hockey
New Ulm 14-0
Marshall 12-2
Luverne 6-6-2
Fairmont 6-6-2
Waseca 6-7-1
SP-L-H-TCU 5-6-3
Windom 4-10
Worthington 0-14

BSC boys’ hockey
Luverne 14-2
Marshall 12-3-1
Waseca 11-4-1
New Ulm 10-6
SP-L-H-TCU 9-7
RWV 9-7
Windom 3-13
Fairmont 3-13
Worthington 0-16

BSC West boys’ hoops
Marshall 12-0
JCC 9-3
Pipestone 6-6
Worthington 6-6
RWV 6-6
Windom 2-10
Luverne 1-11

BSC West girls’ hoops
Pipestone 12-0
Marshall 9-3

Worthington 9-3
JCC 5-7
Luverne 4-8
Windom 2-10
RWV 1-11

BSC West wrestling
Worthington 6-0
Pipestone 5-1
Marshall 4-2
RWV 3-3
Marshall 4-2
Luverne 2-4
Windom 1-5
JCC 0-6

BSC West gymnastics
Worthington 6-0
JCC 5-1
Luverne 4-2
Windom 2-3
RWV 2-2
Marshall 1-5
Pipestone 0-5

RRC boys’ hoops
RRC 16-0
W-WG 13-3
SWC 11-5
Adrian 10-6
MLA 10-6
MCC 8-8
H-BC 7-9
Fulda 6-10
Edgerton 5-11
Ellsworth 2-14
HL-O 0-16

RRC girls’ hoops
RRC 16-0
SWC 15-1
H-BC 13-3
Adrian 9-7
Edgerton 8-8
Fulda 8-8
MLA 5-11
HL-O 4-11
MCC 5-11
Ellsworth 2-14
W-WG 2-14

WINTER STANDINGS

By John Rittenhouse
Th e Ellsworth boys’ basket-

ball team split games during 
the fi nal week of the regular 
season.

The Panthers registered 
their second win of the year 
by knocking off  Heron Lake-
Okabena by 13 points in Oka-
bena Saturday, but the loss was 
followed by a 33-point home 
loss to Murray County Central 
Monday.

Ellsworth received the ninth 
seed for the South Section 3A 
Tournament.

Th e 2-20 Panthers take on 
No. 8 Edgerton during Th urs-
day’s opening round at 7 p.m. 
in Edgerton.

MCC 94, Ellsworth 61
Th e Panthers dropped their 

20th game of the season when 
they entertained the Rebels 
during the regular season 
fi nale in Ellsworth Monday.

EHS remained competitive 
for most of the night, but a late 
surge by MCC completed a 
33-point conquest.

The Panthers fell behind 
41-32 in the game’s fi rst half.

EHS faced an 11-point defi -
cit with less than seven min-
utes remaining in the second 
half, but the Rebels outscored 
the hosts by 22 points the rest 
of the night to win handily.

Brandon Kramer (14 points), 
Jared Leuthold (12 points and 
four assists), Zach Buntjer 
(10 points and fi ve rebounds) 
and Grant Jansma (10 points) 

turned in strong eff orts for the 
Panthers.

Box score
Wallenberg 1 0 0-0 2, Leuthold 4 1 1-4 
12, N.Kruse 0 1 0-0 3, T.Kruse 0 0 2-2 2, 
Jansma 2 2 0-0 10, S.Kramer 1 0 0-0 2, 
B.Kramer 3 0 8-11 14, Buntjer 5 0 0-1 
10, Boyenga 2 0 2-2 6.

Team statistics
Ellsworth: 22 of 47 fi eld goals (47 per-
cent), 13 of 20 free throws (65 percent), 
20 rebounds, 17 turnovers.

Ellsworth 69, HL-O 56
Th e Panthers picked up their 

second win of the season when 
they bested the Wildcats by 13 
points Saturday in Okabena.

EHS got off  to a solid start by 
sporting a 35-28 advantage at 
the intermission.

The Panthers went on to 
outscore HL-O 34-28 in the 
second half  to snap a 10-game 
losing skid.

Leuthold (22 points, nine 
rebounds and seven assists), 
Brandon Kramer (17 points, 
fi ve rebounds and three steals) 
and Buntjer (12 points, 11 re-
bounds, three assists and three 
blocked shots) played well in 
the win for EHS.

Nathan Wallenberg added 
four assists to the winning 
cause.

Box score
Wallenberg 0 1 2-3 5, Leuthold 7 2 2-2 
22, Kruse 1 0 0-0 2, Jansma 0 2 1-2 7, 
Boyenga 2 0 0-0 4, Kramer 7 0 3-3 17, 
Buntjer 5 0 2-5 12.

Team statistics
Ellsworth: 27 of 53 fi eld goals (51 per-
cent), 10 of 15 free throws (67 percent), 
30 rebounds, eight rebounds.

EHS posts second win

John Rittenhouse photo/0302 aebb 9

Nathan Wallenberg recorded four assists when EHS posted 
their second win of the season in Okabena Saturday night.
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808 South Kniss, Luverne, MN
507-283-2381  www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail: buffalo@iw.net

McClure Electric
Alan M. Aanenson, owner

Farm, Home & Commercial Wiring

Luverne, MN    Phone 507-283-4716

303 E. Main, Luverne, MN
507-283-4463
www.ffmbank.com

110 E. Main,
Luverne, MN

Phone 507-283-2379

SWMN FARMERS COOP
Luverne
Magnolia

Kenneth
Kanaranzi

              204 E. Main • Luverne, MN
            507-283-9769

Viking & White Sewing Machines & Sergers - Sales & Service

Bruce’s Electric
residential, commercial and farm wiring

Bruce Umbreit
Electrical Contractor

1200 Linden, Luverne, MN 56156
Phone 507-283-4917

Manley Tire & Oil
SALES & SERVICE

Valley Springs, South Dakota
Phone 507-755-6615

Open 6 days a week - Closed on Sunday

I-90 in Luverne, MN
507-283-9171 • 1-800-634-7701

HILLS STAINLESS STEEL
& EQUIPMENT CO., INC.
506 W. Koehn, P.O. Box 987, Luverne, MN

PHONE 507-283-4405
Church is Important - Please Attend!

Tuff Memorial Home,
Retirement Apartments

& Tuff Village
“A Home Where Residents SMILE”

Hills, Minnesota
Phone 507-962-3275

117 S. Spring, Luverne, MN

507-283-9549

Tollefson Publishing
117 W. Main

Luverne, MN 56156
507-283-2333

These Weekly Church
Page Messages are
contributed to God's

Work through the
Church and by these

concerned and
responsible citizens

& businesses:

“Let our family help your family”
Serving the Luverne and Surrounding Communities

• 116 E. Main St., Luverne 507-283-2366
• S. Hwy. 75, Luverne 507-283-9131

• Main St., Beaver Creek 507-673-2333
Member FDIC   www.minnwestbank.com

Tri-State Region

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

To Advertise 
Call 

283-2333

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

– ENGEBRETSON CHAPEL –

www.HartquistFuneral.com
507-283-2777

www.buffaloridgeins.com E-mail:info@buffaloridgeins.com507-283-2381

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Luverne, MN • 507-283-2333

STAR HERALD
Rock County

Read us online!

www.Star-Herald.com

1-800-615-3704
Open six days a week - Closed on Sundays

To God be the Glory.

M a n l e y  M i n n e s o t a

LuverneANNOUNCER

BUILT ON
A ROCK

By Martha Fick, Good
Samaritan, Mission

Eff ectiveness

Trust In Him

Call Rick or Chantel to 
place your ad!

283-2333

Just a reminder
“Th ere-

fore encour-
age one 
another and 
build one 
another up, 
just as you 
are doing.”  1 
Th essalonians 5:11 (ESV)  

Ole, the general con-
tractor, was taking the new 
buyers on a walk-through 
tour to fi nalize the choices 
of paint and fl oor cover-
ings they wanted in their 
new home. In each room, 
after the couple made 
their decision, Ole wrote a 
note on his clipboard and 
then walked to the win-
dow and called out loudly, 

“Green side up.” 
After this had hap-

pened several times, the 
wife was quite distressed. 

“Why do you keep shout-
ing, ‘Green side up?’ We 
haven’t chosen green for 
any of our color choices.”

“Oh, don’t worry about 
dat,” said Ole. “I am yust 
giving Lars a reminder. 
He’s out in de yard putting 
down de sod.”

Accountability is 
an important part of 
everything that we do. 
Sometimes we all need a 
reminder or two to keep 
us on track. Other times 
we may need to give the 
reminder to someone else. 

Everybody needs encour-
agement.

Words like, “Th at still 
isn’t right, or I need you to 
try harder,” might hurt, but 
also might be true.

On the other hand, 
words like, “You never do 
anything right, you will 
never amount to anything, 
you are such a loser,” are 
always lies. God tells us 
that each of us has been 
created uniquely pre-
cious in His sight. Even 
when we need correction, 
no one has the right to 
condemn us. God loves us. 
We are His precious and 
redeemed children.

Lord God, help us lis-
ten to discern the truth in 
what people say. Give us 
the wisdom to reject what 
is wrong and the strength 
to learn from what is right. 
Th ank you for reminding 
us that we are all precious 
in tour sight. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

St. Catherine Catholic Church
203 E. Brown St., Luverne
St. Catherine Ph.: 283-8502

St. Mary Catholic Church, Ellsworth
Thursday, March 2: 4 p.m. Veterans Mass. Sunday, March 5: 8:30 a.m. 
Mass at St. Mary. 10:30 a.m. Mass at St. Catherine. 7:30 p.m. Bible 
Study. Monday, March 6: 7 p.m. Divorce Recovery. Tuesday, March 7: 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study. 

Luverne Christian Reformed Church
605 N. Estey St., Luverne

Offi ce Ph. 283-8482; Prayer Line Ph. 449-5982
www.luverncrc.com — luvernecrc@ymail.com

Roger Sparks, Pastor
Sunday March 5: 9:30 a.m. Worship Service. 11 a.m. Sunday School 
and Catechism Classes. 6:30 p.m. Worship Service. Monday, March 
6: 9 a.m. PERK UP at the Oaks. Tuesday, March 7: 9:30 a.m. Coffee 
Break/Story Hour. Wednesday, March 8: 2 p.m. Faith Builders Bible 
Study. 5:30 p.m. Youth Group Supper.

First Baptist Church
1033 N. Jackson St., P.O. Box 975, Luverne 

Ph. 283-4091; email: fbcluv@iw.net — www.fbcluverne.org
Walt Moser, Pastor

Thursday, March 2:  6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at FBC. 9:30 a.m. Women’s 
Bible Study at FBC. Noon Senior Focus Potluck. 7 p.m. Worship Service 
on Vast Channel 3. Sunday, March 5: 9:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 
Morning Service with Communion. 6 p.m. Evening Service. Monday, 
March 6: 7 p.m. Missions Committee Meeting. Tuesday, March 7: 7 
a.m. Men’s Bible Study at FBC. Wednesday, March 8: 6:55 p.m. Awana. 
Thursday, March 9: 6 a.m. Men’s Bible Study at FBC. 9:30 a.m. Women’s 
Bible Study at FBC. 7 p.m. Worship Service on Vast Channel 3. 

Grace Lutheran Church
500 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne 

Ph. 283-4431; www.graceluverne.org — Nichols-glc@live.com
Ron Nichols, Pastor; Cole McCormick, Interim Pastor

Thursday, March 2: 4:30 p.m. Book Study. Friday, March 3: 6:30 p.m. 
Worship on Channel 3. Saturday, March 4: 5:30 p.m. Worship. Sunday, 
March 6: 8:15 a.m. Worship; Radio Broadcast. 9:15 a.m. Coffee. 9:30 
a.m. Sunday School and Adult Study. 10:45 a.m. Worship. 

Bethany Lutheran Church
720 N. Kniss Ave., Luverne

Ph. 507-283-4571 or 507-449-0291 or 605-215-9834
pastorapalmquist67@yahoo.com

Andrew Palmquist, Pastor
Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 9:15 a.m. Bible Class. 10:15 
a.m. Worship. Wednesday, March 8: 3:45 p.m. Catechism. 6 p.m. Soup 
Supper. 7 p.m. Lent Vespers. 7:45 p.m. Catechism Class. Thursday, 
March 9: 2 p.m. Ladies Aid.

American Reformed Church
304 N. Fairview Dr., Luverne 

Ph. 283-8600; email: offi ce@arcluverne.org 
Mike Altena, Pastor

Thursday, March 2: 6 p.m. Ladies Night Out. Friday, March 3: 6:30 a.m. 
Community Men’s Bible Study. Sunday, March 5: 9:30 a.m. Sunday Wor-
ship Service. 10:50 a.m. Family Education. 7 p.m. SR RCYF. Monday 
March 6: 7 p.m. Esther Circle. Tuesday, March 7: 10 a.m. Staff Meeting. 
1:30 p.m. Rebecca Circle. Wednesday, March 8: 5:30 p.m. Midweek 
Meal. 6:30 p.m. Pioneer Clubs. 6:45 p.m. Rachel Circle/ YEL. 7 p.m. 
Abide Praise Team. 8 p.m. Choir. Thursday, March 9: 9 a.m. Classis 
meeting at Chandler Reformed Church.

First Assembly of God Church
1075 110th Ave., 2 miles west of Luverne on County Rd. 4 

Kenneth and Gloria Kashner, Pastors 
Sundays: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 10 a.m. Morning Worship. 6:30 p.m. 
School of the Holy Spirit. Wednesdays: 7 p.m. Kids Connection; Men’s 
Bible Study with Pastor Ken; Women’s Bible Study with Pastor Gloria. 

United Methodist Church 
109 N. Freeman Ave., Luverne

Ph. 283-4529; email: luverneumc@iw.net
Dorie Hall, Pastor

Thursday, March 2: 1-3 p.m. Rock County Food Shelf Open. Saturday, 
March 4: 8 p.m. AA Meeting in Upper Room. Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. 
Traditional Worship Service. 10 a.m. Coffee Hour/ Adult SS. 11 a.m. 
Come As You Are Service. 6 p.m. A.L.I.V.E. Youth Group. Monday, March 
6: 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Tuesday, March 7: 8 a.m. Priscilla Circle. 6:30 
p.m. PPR Meeting. Wednesday, March 8: 5:30 p.m. Meal for F.U.E.L. & 
Confi rmation Families. 6 p.m. F.U.E.L. Children’s Ministry. 7 p.m. Lent 
Service – First Presbyterian. 8 p.m. AA Meeting. Thursday, March 9: 
1-3 p.m. Rock County Food Shelf. 7 p.m. Coloring Ministry.

First Presbyterian Church
302 Central Lane, Luverne

Ph. 283-4787; email: Firstpc@iw.net — www.fpcluverne.com50
Jason Cunningham, Pastor

Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. Sunday School. 10:15 Worship. Monday, 
March 6: 5-6 p.m. Weight Watchers.

St. John Lutheran Church
803 N. Cedar St., Luverne

Ph. 283-2316, Dial-A-Devotion Ph. 283-4005
email: stjohn@iw.net — www.stjohnlutheranluverne.org 

Gary Klatt, Pastor
Thursday, March 2: 9 a.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 11:15 Pastor Klatt 
at Senior Dining. 2 p.m. Women’s Society. Saturday, March 4: 9 
a.m. – Noon Circuit Elders’ Retreat/ Our Saviour’s in Pipestone. 5:30 
p.m. Worship. Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. Worship. 10:15 a.m. Christian 
Education Hour. 11:15 Junior Choir Rehearsal. Monday March 6: 9 
a.m. Circuit Pastors’ Conference in Marshall. 7 p.m. Elders Meeting. 
Tuesday, March 7: 11:15 p.m. Staff Meeting. 1 p.m. & 6:30 p.m. Quilting. 
Wednesday, March 8: 9 a.m. & 1:30 p.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 9:30 
a.m. Bible Study. 6 p.m. Worship. 6:30 Supper (Joel Herman Family). 7 
p.m. KFC/Catechism; H.S. Bible Study; Senior Choir. Thursday, March 
9: 9 a.m. Little Lambs Devotions. 1:30 Communion at The Mary Jane 
Brown Home. 2:15 p.m. Communion at Poplar Creek. 3:30 p.m. Com-
munion at The Veterans Home. 

Living Rock Church
500 E. Main St., Luverne

Ph. 449-0057; www.livingrockswmn.org
Billy Skaggs, Pastor

Sundays: 10:30 a.m. Worship; Kids Rock Children’s Ministry. 6 p.m. 
Youth Ministry. Life groups meet throughout the week. 

New Life Celebration Church
110 N. Oakley, Luverne

Ph. 449-6522; email: newlifecelebration@gmail.com
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship at 110 N. Oakley. Every third Thursday: 
5 p.m. Food give-away at Senior Citizens Center. Bible Study groups 
meet at various times and days.

Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
305 E. 2nd St., P.O. Box 36, Hardwick 

Ph. 669-2855; email: revmumme@gmail.com — www.zionlu-
theranhardwick.com

Mark W. Mumme, Pastor
Thursday, March 2: 3:30 p.m. Zion Worship airs on Cable 3 TV. Friday, 
March 3: 3:30 p.m. Zion Worship airs on Cable 3 TV. Saturday, March 
4: 9 a.m. Ladies Craft Day at Brenda Teal’s. Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. 
Sunday School/ Adult Bible Study. 10 a.m. Mentor Program. 10:30 a.m. 
Worship/Communion. 11:30 a.m. Potluck Dinner. Monday, March 6: 1 
p.m. Quilting. Tuesday March 7: 7 p.m. LWML Meeting. 8 p.m. LWML 
Prayer Service/Bible Study. Wednesday, March 8: 6 p.m. Confi rmation; 
Lenten Service Congregational Lunch. 7 p.m. Lenten Worship Service. 
7:45 p.m. Chop Practice. Thursday March 9: 3:30 p.m. Zion Worship 
Service airs on Cable 3 TV. 

Ben Clare United Methodist Church
26762 Ben Clare Ave., Valley Springs, S.D.

igtwlb@WOW.net
Bill Bates, Pastor

Sundays: 9 a.m. Worship; 10 a.m. Fellowship; 10:30 a.m. Sunday 
School for all ages. 

First Lutheran Church 
300 Maple St., Valley Springs, S.D. 

Ph. (605) 757-6662 
Intern Pastor Laura Phillips

Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. Worship Service. 10 a.m. Sunday School. 
Wednesday, March 8: 7 p.m. Lenten Service at Palisade Lutheran with 
Pastor Jeff Sorenson.

Magnolia United Methodist Church 
501 E. Luverne St., Magnolia

Church Ph. 283-9698; cell 227-7821
adrmagumc@frontiernet.net — www.adrianmagnoliaumc.com

Kristi Franken, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship. Wednesday, 
March 1: Ash Wednesday.

Steen Reformed Church 
112 W. Church Ave., Steen

Ph. 855-2336
Jeremy Wiersema, Pastor

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Worship. Sunday School follows Worship. 6:30 
p.m. RCYF. 

Hills United Reformed Church 
410 S. Central Ave., Hills 

Offi ce Ph. 962-3254
hillsurc@alliancecom.net

Alan Camarigg, Pastor
Sundays: 9:30 a.m. and 6 p.m. Worship Services.

Bethlehem Lutheran Church
Pastor Maggie Berndt-Dreyer

112 N. Main St., Hills
Ph. 962-3270

e-mail: bethlehemluth@alliancecom.net
Maggie Berndt-Dreyer, Pastor

Friday, March 3: 10 a.m. World Day of Prayer Hills Reformed Church. 
Sunday, March 5: 9 a.m. Communion at Tuff Chapel. 9:30 a.m. Read-
ing the Bible – Trinity Chapel. 10:30 a.m. Communion at Bethlehem. 
Tuesday March 7: 2:30 p.m. Bible Study at the Tuff Home. 3:15 Bible 
Study at the Village. 6-9 p.m. Basement Reserved Blue Ribbon 4-H. 
Wednesday, March 8: 9 a.m. Quilting. 6 p.m. Lent Meal served by 
Confi rmation students. 7 p.m. Lent Service. Council meeting follows 
Lent service

Palisade Lutheran Church
211 121st St., Garretson, S.D. 

Ph. (507) 597-6257 — fi rstpalisade@alliancecom.net
Intern Pastor, Laura Phillips

Thursday, March 2: 7 p.m. Church Council Meeting. Sunday, March 5: 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School. 10:30 a.m. Worship. Wednesday, March 8: 
7 p.m. Lenten Service with Pastor Jeff Sorenson.

First Presbyterian Church
201 S. 3rd St., P.O Box 73, Beaver Creek 

Ph. 507-935-5025 
Email: lori.fi rstpres@gmail.com
Worship Leader Michael Blank 

Sundays: 9:30 a.m. Morning Worship. 10:30 a.m. Sunday School. Third 
Wednesday: Deborah Circle.
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Order to correct or remove 

hazardous property and
 to abate a nuisance

(MINN. STATS. § § 145A.05 SUBD. 9, 463.17; 
LUVERNE CITY CODE § 10.56 SUBDS. 4(P), 6, 9,11)

City of Luverne, a municipal corporation
under the laws of the State of Minnesota,
                                          Plaintiff,

vs.   ORDER TO CORRECT OR REMOVE

JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association,  HAZARDOUS PROPERTY 

and AND TO ABATE A NUISANCE

Joshua D. De Pyper, a single individual, (Minn. Stats § § 145 A.05 Subd. 9 , 
463.17;

and Luverne City Code § 10.56 subds. 4(P), 6, 9, 11)

John Doe and Jane Doe,
                                          Defendants.

 TO: J P MORGAN CHASE BANK, National Association, 100 S 5th Str c/o CT 
Corporation System Inc., Mpls, MN 55402 USA and JOSHUA DE PYPER, whose last 
known address was 702 N. McKenzie Street., Luverne, MN 56156 AND JOHN DOE 
AND JANE DOE, who may assert any right, title, lien, tenancy, claim, or interest in that 
real property whose street address is 702 N. MCKENZIE STREET, LUVERNE, MN 
56156, legally described as
      The West Eighty Feet (W 80') of Lot Four (4) in Block Three (3) in Barck, Adams,
      and Howe's Addition to the City of Luverne, State of Minnesota.
 You and each of you are hereby ORDERED to abate, within a reasonable amount 
of time NOT TO EXCEED 20 (twenty) DAYS FROM THE DATE OF SERVICE OF THIS 
ORDER UPON EACH OF YOU, the following which are hazardous property upon the 
above-described real property situate in the City of Luverne, Rock County:
all accumulations of discarded, worn-out and/or inoperable materials and items, 
garbage, refuse, debris and/or metallic articles held for scrap value which are on 
said real property and are not stored in an enclosed space, as well as all vehicles 
whether operable or inoperable parked on unapproved surfaces and/or on the 
front or side yards of the residence upon said real property.
 A motion for summary enforcement of this Order will be made to the District 
Court, Rock County, unless corrective action is taken in full to the reasonable good-faith 
satisfaction of the City of Luverne within the time period set forth above or unless an 
Answer is filed within the time specified in Minnesota Statutes section 463.18.
Dated: February 16, 2017

City of Luverne
/s/ John Call

City Administrator
(02-23, 03-02, 03-09, 03-16)

First Farmers & Merchants 
Bank assumes name

MINNESOTA SECRETARY OF STATE 
CERTIFICATE OF ASSUMED NAME

MINNESOTA STATUTES, CHAPTER 333
 The filing of an assumed name does not provide a user with exclusive rights to 
that name. The filing is required for consumer protection in order to enable consumers 
to be able to identify the true ownership of a business.
 ASSUMED NAME: First Farmers & Merchants Bank
 PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS:
 303 East Main Street  Luverne, MN 56156 USA
 NAMEHOLDER(S):
 Name: First Farmers & Merchants National Bank
 Address: 303 East Main Street  Luverne, MN 56156 USA
 By typing my name, I, the undersigned, certify that I am signing this document 
as the person whose signature is required, or as agent of the persons of the persons(s) 
whose signature would be required who has authorized me to sign this document on his/
her behalf, or in both capacities. I further certify that I have completed all required fields, 
and that the information in this document is true and correct and in compliance with the 
applicable chapter of Minnesota Statutes. I understand that by signing this document I 
am subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Section 609.48 as if I had signed 
this certificate under oath. 
 SIGNED BY: Marlene Trageser
 MAILING ADDRESS: None Provided
 EMAIL FOR OFFICIAL NOTICES: None Provided
 Pursuant to Chapter 333, the Minnesota Statutes, the undersigned, who is or will 
be conducting or transacting a commercial business in the State of Minnesota under an 
assumed name, hereby certifies:
 1.     The assumed name under which the business is or will be conducted is 
First Farmers & Merchants Bank.
 2.     The street address of the principal place of business of the entity which is or 
will be conducting business under said assumed name is 303 East Main Street, Luverne, 
Minnesota 56156.
 3.     The name and street address of all persons conducting business under said 
assumed name are as follows:
               First Farmers & Merchants National Bank
               303 East Main Street
               Liverne, MN 56156
 4.     I certify that I am autorized to sign this Certificate and I further certify that I 
understand that by signing this Certificate, I am subject to the penalties as set forth in 
Minn. Stat. § 609.48 as if I had signed this Certificate under oath.
Dated: Jaunary 13, 2017

First Farmers and Merchants
/s/ Marlene Trageser

Senior Vice President
(02-23, 03-02)

Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for April 20

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 

ACTION.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that default has occurred in conditions of the following 
described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE: December 23, 2015
 MORTGAGOR:  Tyller Kracht, a single person.
 MORTGAGEE:  Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
 DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING:  Recorded December 23, 2015 Rock County 
Recorder, Document No. 187566.
 ASSIGNMENTS OF MORTGAGE:   Assigned to:  JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association.  Dated December 1, 2016 Recorded December 7, 2016, as Document No. 
189667.                
 TRANSACTION AGENT:  Mortgage Electronic Registration Systems, Inc.
 TRANSACTION AGENT'S MORTGAGE IDENTIFICATION NUMBER ON MORT-
GAGE:  100031200012614498
 LENDER OR BROKER AND MORTGAGE ORIGINATOR STATED ON MORT-
GAGE:  Wintrust Mortgage, a division of Barrington Bank and Trust Co., N.A.
 RESIDENTIAL MORTGAGE SERVICER:  JPMorgan Chase Bank, National 
Association
 MORTGAGED PROPERTY ADDRESS:  241 Minnesota Avenue East, Steen, MN 
56173
 TAX PARCEL I.D. #:  19-0098-000
 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY:
 A tract of land commencing at the Northwest corner of the NE 1/4 of Section 32, 
Township 101 North, Range 45 West, of the 5th P.M.; thence South 726.5 feet; thence 
East 96 feet to the place of beginning; thence South 119 feet; thence East 96 feet; 
thence North 119 feet; thence West 96 feet to the place of beginning; otherwise known 
as Lots 8 and 9 in Block 7 of the unrecorded plat of Dries Bosch Addition to the City of 
Steen, Rock County, Minnesota.
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $81,720.00
 AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE, INCLUD-
ING TAXES, IF ANY, PAID BY MORTGAGEE: $82,773.53
  That prior to the commencement of this mortgage foreclosure proceeding Mort-
gagee/Assignee of Mortgagee complied with all notice requirements as required by 
statute; That no action or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover 
the debt secured by said mortgage, or any part thereof;
 PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above described 

Domagala probate
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

COURT FILE NO.____
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON

PETITION FOR FORMAL ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY,
 DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP

APPOINTMENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND
NOTICE TO CREDITORS  

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ROCK
Estate of Merecie Jo Domagala
                       Decedent
 It is ordered and Notice is given that on March 20, 2017, at 3:30 p.m. a hearing 
will be held in this Court at 204 East Brown Street, Luverne, Minnesota, the adjudication 
of intestacy and determination of heirship of the Decedent, and for the appointment of 
Larry E. Domagala, whose address is 610 N. Estey, Luverne, MN 56156 as Personal 
Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED administration. 
Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at the hear-
ing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representative will 
be appointed with full power to administer the Estate, including the power to collect all 
assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes and expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.
 Notice is also given that (subject to Minn. Stat. 524.3-801) all creditors having 
claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to the Personal Representa-
tive or to the Court Administrator within four months after the date of this Notice or the 
claims will be barred.
Dated:
 BY THE COURT

/s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
Judge of District Court

/s/ Denise Brandel
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioners
Benjamin Vander Kooi, Jr.
Vander Kooi Law Offices, P.A.
127 E Main, PO Box 746
Luverne, MN 56156
Attorney License No: 112124
(507) 283-9546
FAX (507) 283-9629
lawkooi@gmail.com

(02-23, 03-02)

Reverts probate
IN  DISTRICT COURT 

FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
COURT FILE NO.: 67-PR-12-303

NOTICE AND ORDER FOR HEARING ON
PETITION FOR DESCENT OF PROPERTY

(OMITTED PROPERTY) 
STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ROCK
In Re: Estate of 
 IDA S. REVERTS,
                  Deceased.
 A Petition for Determination of Descent has been filed with this Court. The peti-
tion represents that the Decedent died more then three (3) years ago, leaving property 
in Minnesota that was omitted from the Decree Of Distribution filed July 10, 2014, and 
the descent of such property be determined and assigned by this Court to the persons 
entitled to the property.
 Any objections to the Petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper, and no objections are filed or raised, the Petition may be granted.
 IT IS ORDERED and Notice is further given, that the Petition will be heard at 
3:00 p.m. on March 13, 2017, by this Court at the Rock County Courthouse, Luverne, 
Minnesota.
 Notice shall be given to all interested persons (Minn. Stat. 524.1-401) and persons 
who have filed a demand for notice pursuant to Minn. Stat. 524.3-204.
 Notice shall be given by publishing this Notice and Order as provided by law and  by 
mailing a copy of this Notice and Order at least fourteen (14) days prior to the hearing date.
 Dated: February 13, 2017
 BY THE COURT

/s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
Judge of District Court

/s/ Denise Brandel
Court Administrator

PAUL M. MALONE (#66941)
MALONE & MAILANDER
Attorneys for Personal Representative
2605 Broadway Ave.
PO Box 256
Slayton, MN 56172-0256
Phone: (507) 836-8581
Fax: (507) 836-8851
Email: pmalone@iw.net

(02-23, 03-02)

Mortgage foreclosure sale 
set for April 20

NOTICE OF MORTGAGE FORECLOSURE SALE
  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that default has occurred in the conditions of the 
following described mortgage:
 DATE OF MORTGAGE: November 24, 2014
 ORIGINAL PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF MORTGAGE: $45,500.00
 MORTGAGOR(S): Lisa Reisgies, Unmarried
 MORTGAGEE: U.S. Bank National Association
 DATE AND PLACE OF RECORDING: 
Recorded: December 24, 2014 Rock County Recorder
Document Number: 185212
 Transaction Agent: Not Applicable
 Transaction Agent Mortgage Identification Number: Not Applicable
 Lender or Broker: U.S. Bank National Association
 Residential Mortgage Servicer: U.S. Bank National Association
 Mortgage Originator: Not Applicable
 COUNTY IN WHICH PROPERTY IS LOCATED: Rock
 Property Address: 335 E Minnesota Ave, Steen, MN 56173-9645
 Tax Parcel ID Number: 19-0094-100
 LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF PROPERTY: A parcel of land commencing at the 
Northwest corner of the Northeast Quarter (NE1/4) of Section Thirty-two (32) in Town-
ship One Hundred One (101) North, Range Forty-five (45) West of the 5th P.M.; thence 
South 726.5 feet; thence East 324 feet to the place of beginning; thence at right angles 
in a Southerly direction 119 feet; thence at right angles in an Easterly direction 120 
feet; thence at right angles in a Northerly direction 119 feet; thence at right angles in a 
Westerly direction a distance of 120 feet to the point of beginning.
 Also described as the East Half (E1/2) of Lot Two (2) and all of Lots Three (3) and 
Four (4) in Block Five (5) in the Unrecorded Plat of Dries Bosch Addition to the City of 
Steen, Minnesota
 AMOUNT DUE AND CLAIMED TO BE DUE AS OF DATE OF NOTICE: $50,364.68
 THAT all pre-foreclosure requirements have been complied with; that no action 
or proceeding has been instituted at law or otherwise to recover the debt secured by 
said mortgage, or any part thereof; 
 PURSUANT to the power of sale contained in said mortgage, the above-described 
property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
 DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 20, 2017 at 10:00 AM
 PLACE OF SALE: Law Enforcement Center, Lobby,  1000 N. Blue Mound Ave., 
Luverne, Minnesota
to pay the debt secured by said mortgage and taxes, if any, on said premises and the 
costs and disbursements, including attorney fees allowed by law, subject to redemption 
within six (6) months  from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns.
 If the Mortgage is not reinstated under Minn. Stat. §580.30 or the property is not 
redeemed under Minn. Stat. §580.23, the Mortgagor must vacate the property on or 
before 11:59 p.m. on October 20, 2017, or the next business day if October 20, 2017 
falls on a Saturday, Sunday or legal holiday.
 Mortgagor(s) released from financial obligation:  NONE
THIS COMMUNICATION IS FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT 
A DEBT.  ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE. 
THE RIGHT TO VERIFICATION OF THE DEBT AND IDENTITY OF THE ORIGINAL 
CREDITOR WITHIN THE TIME PROVIDED BY LAW IS NOT AFFECTED BY THIS 
ACTION.
THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING 
OF LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCTION, AND ARE ABANDONED.
 DATED: February 17, 2017
MORTGAGEE: U.S. Bank, National Association
Wilford, Geske & Cook P.A.
Attorneys for Mortgagee
7616 Currell Blvd Ste 200
Woodbury, MN 55125-2296
(651) 209-3300
File Number: 036880F01
 (03-02, 03-09, 03-16, 03-23, 03-30, 04-06)

Rock County seeks sealed 
proposals by March 31

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BITUMINOUS CRACK SEALING / S.A.P 067 - 030 - 009

BIDS CLOSE AT 10:00 A.M. MARCH 31, 2017
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA

 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 10:00 A.M. on Friday, MARCH 31, 2017.
 READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CON-
TAINED IN THE PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.
 Attention is called to the fact that the contractor must comply with the **Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions** as contained in this Proposal.
 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue 
Mound Avenue in Luverne, MN immediately following the hour set for receiving bids 
for the following Rock County Highway work.  Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, April 
4, 2017 at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
 Construction of Bituminous Crack Treatment.  The project is located at various 
locations in Rock County
 The major items of work are: 60,000 pounds Bituminous Sealant for Crackfilling
 Plans, specifications, and proposals may be viewed, and downloaded at www.
questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.
mn.us/highway. Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway 
Engineer, 1120 North Blue Mound Avenue, P.O. Box 808, Luverne, Minnesota 56156-
0808 / (507) 283 – 5010.
 The non-refundable cost for plans and one proposal will be $30.00.
 Bids must be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal.
 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked “PROJECT NO. S.A.P.  067-030-009”
 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(03-02, 03-09- 03-16)

property will be sold by the Sheriff of said county as follows:
 DATE AND TIME OF SALE: April 20, 2017 at 10:00 AM
 PLACE OF SALE: Sheriff's Office, Main Entrance, Law Enforcement Center, 1000 
North Blue Mound Avenue, Luverne, MN
to pay the debt then secured by said Mortgage, and taxes, if any, on said premises, and 
the costs and disbursements, including attorneys' fees allowed by law subject to redemp-
tion within    six (6) months from the date of said sale by the mortgagor(s), their personal 
representatives or assigns unless reduced to Five (5) weeks under MN Stat. §580.07.
 TIME AND DATE TO VACATE PROPERTY: If the real estate is an owner-occupied, 
single-family dwelling, unless otherwise provided by law, the date on or before which the 
mortgagor(s) must vacate the property if the mortgage is not reinstated under section 
580.30 or the property is not redeemed under section 580.23 is 11:59 p.m. on October 
20, 2017, unless that date falls on a weekend  or legal holiday, in which case it is the 
next weekday, and unless the redemption period is reduced to 5 weeks under MN Stat. 
Secs. 580.07 or 582.032.
MORTGAGOR(S) RELEASED FROM FINANCIAL OBLIGATION ON MORTGAGE:None

"THE TIME ALLOWED BY LAW FOR REDEMPTION BY THE MORTGAGOR, THE 
MORTGAGOR'S PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVES OR ASSIGNS, MAY BE REDUCED 
TO FIVE WEEKS IF A JUDICIAL ORDER IS ENTERED UNDER MINNESOTA STAT-
UTES, SECTION 582.032, DETERMINING, AMONG OTHER THINGS, THAT THE 
MORTGAGED PREMISES ARE IMPROVED WITH A RESIDENTIAL DWELLING OF 
LESS THAN FIVE UNITS, ARE NOT PROPERTY USED IN AGRICULTURAL PRODUC-
TION, AND ARE ABANDONED."
 Dated: February 13, 2017
JPMorgan Chase Bank, National Association
Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
USSET, WEINGARDEN AND LIEBO, P.L.L.P.
Attorneys for Mortgagee/Assignee of Mortgagee
4500 Park Glen Road #300
Minneapolis, MN 55416
(952) 925-6888
30 - 17-001420 FC

THIS IS A COMMUNICATION FROM A DEBT COLLECTOR.
(02-23, 03-02, 03-09, 03-16, 03-23, 03-30)

Bridal Shower?
Wedding Announcement?

Get the word out with
the Star Herald!

283-2333

Daily News.
Star-Herald.com
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Rock County seeks sealed 
proposals by March 31

NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS
BRIDGE REPLACEMENT AND APPROACH GRADING / S.A.P. 067-617-011

BIDS CLOSE AT 11:00 A.M. MARCH 31, 2017
LUVERNE, MINNESOTA

 Sealed proposals will be received by the Rock County Highway Department at 
Luverne, Minnesota until 11:00 A.M. on Friday, March 31, 2017.
READ CAREFULLY THE PROVISIONS FOR THE WAGE RATES AS CONTAINED 
IN THE PROVISIONS, AS THEY WILL AFFECT THIS PROJECT.

Attention is called to the fact that the contractor must comply with the **Special 
Equal Employment Opportunity Provisions** as contained in this Proposal.
 Proposals will be opened and read publicly in the presence of the Rock County 
Highway Engineer at the Rock County Highway Building located at 1120 North Blue 
Mound Avenue in Luverne, MN immediately following the hour set for receiving bids 
for the following Rock County Highway work.. Bids will be awarded on Tuesday, April 
4, 2017 at the regular Board of Commissioners Meeting.
 Construction of Bridge 67570, a 127' Concrete Slab Span. The project is located 
1 Mile South of Interstate 90 on CSAH 17 over The Beaver Creek.
 The major items of work are: 87 Cu. Yd. Structural Concrete; 4,547 Sq. Ft. of 
Bridge Slab Concrete; 258 Lin. Ft. of Type F Railing Concrete; 143 Sq. Yds. Bridge 
Approach Panels; 72,490 Pounds of Reinforcement Bars (Epoxy Coated); 372 Cu. Yd. 
Random Riprap (Class III); 420 Lin. Ft. 12" - C-I-P Pilings 2 - 12" C-I-P Test Piles 80 Ft. 
Long; 560 Lin. Ft. 16" - C-I-P Piling; 2 - 16" C-I-P Test Piles 80 Ft. Long; and 574 Tons 
Bituminous Wear and Non-Wear Mix.
 Plans, specifications, and proposals may be viewed, and downloaded at www.
questcdn.com and at the Rock County Highway Department website, www.co.rock.mn.us/
highway. Questions may be directed to the office of the Rock County Highway Engineer, 
1120 North Blue Mound Avenue,P.O. Box 808, Luverne, Minnesota 56156-0808 / 
(507)283-5010.
 The non-refundable cost for plans and one proposal will be #30.00.
 Bids mist be accompanied by a certified check or corporate surety bond drawn 
in favor of the Rock County Treasurer in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of the 
proposal. 
 Sealed bids shall be clearly marked "PROJECT NO. S.A.P. 067-617-011"
 The Board of Rock County Commissioners reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids and to waive any defects therein.
 Rock County is an Equal Opportunity/ Affirmative Action Employer

Mark R. Sehr, P.E.
Rock County Highway Engineer

(03-02, 03-09, 03-16)

Schadwinkel probate
FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT
PROBATE DIVISION

COURT FILE NO. 67-PR-17-39
NOTICE AND ORDER OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR FORMAL 

ADJUDICATION OF INTESTACY, DETERMINATION OF HEIRSHIP, APPOINT-
MENT OF PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS

STATE OF MINNESOTA
COUNTY OF ROCK
Estate of Dennis Schadwinkel,
                              Decedent
 It is Ordered and Notice is given that on March 13, at 3:30 p.m., a hearing will 
he held in this Court at 204 East Brown, Luverne, Minnesota, for the adjudication of 
intestacy and determination of heirship of the Decedent, and for the appointment of 
Todd Schadwinkel, whose address is 822 N. Van Eps Ave., Sioux Falls, SD 57103 as 
Personal Representative of the Estate of the Decedent in an UNSUPERVISED adminis-
tration. Any objections to the petition must be filed with the Court prior to or raised at the 
hearing. If proper and if no objections are filed or raised, the Personal Representative 
will be appointed with full power to administer the Estate, including the power to collect 
all assets, to pay all legal debts, claims, taxes, and expenses, to sell real and personal 
property, and to do all necessary acts for the Estate.
 Notice is also given that (subject to Minnesota Statutes section 524.3-801) all 
creditors having claims against the Estate are required to present the claims to Personal 
Representative or to the Court Administrator within four months after the date of the 
Notice or the claims will be barred.
 Dated: February 15, 2017
 BY THE COURT

/s/ Terry S. Vajgrt
Judge of District Court

/s/ Denise Brandel
Court Administrator

Attorney for Petitioners
Donald R. Klosterbuer
Klosterbuer & Haubrich, LLP
120 N. McKenzie, PO Box 538
Luverne, MN 56156
Attorney License No: 0056674
Telephone: (507) 283-9111
FAX: (507) 283-9113
Email: drklosterbuer@khlawmn.com

(02-23, 03-02)

PUBLIC NOTICES
Rock County Commissioners 

meet Dec. 13
Herreid Board Room              5:00 P.M.
Rock County Courthouse                 December 13, 2016
  The meeting was called to order by Chair Reisch with all Commissioners 
present; the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
 Motion by Boyenga, seconded by Hoime, to approve the December 13, 2016 
County Board agenda, declared carried on a voice vote.
 Motion by Thompson, seconded by Williamson, to approve the November 22, 
2016 County Board minutes, declared carried on a voice vote.
 Mark Sehr, Engineer, presented Resolution No. 34-16, a bridge prioritized bridge 
replacement listing for 2017-2019; motion by Boyenga, seconded by Thompson, to 
approve, declared carried on a voice vote.
 The Administrator stated that he and the Engineer will be attending a City of 
Magnolia Council meeting in January to discuss details of dynamic speed signage.
 The Administrator informed the County Board that Alliance Communications 
will be attending the December 27th County Board meeting and will give a project 
update.
 Ashley Kurtz, Auditor/Treasurer, presented the claims and per diems of $900.00; 
motion by Thompson, seconded by Reisch, to approve the claims and per diems 
as presented, declared carried on a voice vote.  A complete listing of the claims is 
available upon request at the Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.
 Claims over $2,000:
 AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS INC                      2,536.95
 BARKER EXCAVATING                                       4,227.50
 C & B OPERATIONS LLC                                       5,157.50
 COMPUTER PROFESSIONALS UNLIMITED INC   6,323.77
 ELECTION SYSTEMS & SOFTWARE INC    6,812.39
 EMERGENCY AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGIES    2,816.96
 EXPRESSWAY-LUVERNE                                       4,201.95
 FLEET SERVICES DIVISION-ADMIN FMR    4,147.00
 GRAHAM TIRE-WORTHINGTON                       2,257.80
 HENNING CONSTRUCTION, INC                       45,355.52
 JAYCOX                       2,440.05
 LYON COUNTY LANDFILL                       16,542.00
 MN COUNTIES INTERGOVERNMENTAL TRUST    2,500.00
 NOBLES COUNTY AUDITOR-TREASURER    19,367.00
 REKER CONSTRUCTION & AGGREGATE LLC     6,350.00
 SANDERS INC                       3,777.40
 SW MN REGIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY BOARD    59,411.07
 TOWMASTER      8,419.22
 W & N CONSTRUCTION INC      2,245.34
 128 Payment less than 2000      53,298.52
 Final Total:       258,187.94
 Motion by Hoime, seconded by Williamson, to approve the Fund Balance report 
which reflected the second half of tax settlement, declared carried on a voice vote.
 The Administrator led a discussion regarding IT equipment upgrades totaling 
$38,116.59 to accommodate data storage issues in the Sheriff’s Office and Land 
Records Office; expenditures will be paid from dedicated funds from Drug Forfei-
tures and Recorders Technology.  Motion by Boyenga, seconded by Thompson, to 
approve the equipment upgrades and to pay the expenditures from Drug Forfeiture 
funds $15,821.51 and Recorder Technology funds $22,295.08, declared carried on 
a voice vote.
 The Administrator presented budget materials to be used at the Truth in Taxa-
tion meeting to be held following the County Board meeting, the budget information 
was based on the preliminary levy increase of 6.13%.
 Attendees from the AMC Annual Conference presented an update of the 
conference; presented as information only.
 The Administrator presented an update of a recent SWCD Liaison meeting 
stating that the Land Management Office will pursue the second half of funding 
and timeline extension from the state to complete flood repair work.  The Liaison 
Committee also agreed to move the SWCD finance/accounting functions to the 
Auditor/Treasurer’s office.
 The Administrator informed the County Board of an initiative to update and 
digitize the county’s flood map; the initiative is FEMA grant funded and will be 
coordinated by DNR.
 The Administrator stated that a draft agreement for transit services between 
Rock County and United Community Action is awaiting a review from the County 
Attorney’s office; upon his approval, the agreement will be presented to the County 
Board.
 The Administrator stated that a tentative agreement has been reached for all 
three union contracts; a request for approval will be on the December 27th County 
Board agenda.
 Commissioner Items:
 Commissioner Williamson stated that he attended the following meetings:  
Rock County Opportunities, Soil and Water Conservation District, and Rock County 
Rural Water.
 Commissioner Hoime stated that he attended the AMC Annual Conference 
where he was recognized for his years of service as a County Commissioner.
 Commissioner Thompson stated that she attended the following meetings:  
AMC Annual Conference, Southwest Health and Human Services where an issue 
was brought to their attention regarding software issues for Eligibility Workers on 
the intake process.
 Commissioner Reisch stated that he attended the following meetings:  Soil 
and Water Conversation District, AMC Annual Conference and Union negotiations.
 With no further business to come before the County Board, motion by Thompson, 
seconded by Boyenga, to declare the meeting adjourned.

(03-02)

ISD #2184 School Board
meets Jan. 16

MINUTES OF THE SCHOOL BOARD MEETING OF INDEPENDENT SCHOOL 
DISTRICT NO. 2184, ROCK COUNTY, LUVERNE, MINNESOTA.  

  A regular meeting of the Board of Education, ISD #2184, was held in the 
District Office on January 26, 2017, at 7:00 p.m.
 The following members were present: Katie Baustian, Jodi Bosch, Colleen 
Deutsch, Eric Hartman, Tim Jarchow, Shelley Sandbulte, and Reva Sehr.  Also 
present:  Craig Oftedahl, Marlene Mann, Stacy Gillette, Kris Natte, and Mavis Fod-
ness – Rock County Star Herald.
 Chairperson Baustian called the meeting to order.   Motion made by Hartman, 
second by Sehr, to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Administrative reports were given.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to approve the December 15, 
2016, school board minutes as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Chairperson Baustian administered the Oath of Office to Colleen Deutsch, Tim 
Jarchow, and Shelley Sandbulte.  Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, 
to maintain the same school board officers as follows:  Chairperson – Baustian; 
Vice-Chairperson – Bosch; Clerk – Sandbulte; and, Treasurer – Hartman.  Motion 
unanimously carried.
 A proposed committee assignment list was reviewed.  Motion made by Deutsch, 
second by Sehr, to approve the committee assignments.  Motion unanimously car-
ried.
 Business Manager, Marlene Mann, reviewed the school district bills.  Motion 
made by Hartman, second by Deutsch, to approve payment of the bills as presented 
in the amount of $1,321,227.91.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sehr, to receive the Student Activity Report 
showing the balances as of December 31, 2016.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Sandbulte, to approve the Resolution 
Directing the Administration to make Recomendations for Reductions in Programs 
and Positions and Reasons Therefore.  This is an annual resolution.  Motion unani-
mously carried.
 Superintendent Oftedahl presented two draft options for 2017-18 school cal-
endars.  Board members were asked to please let him know their thoughts on both 
calendars over the next few weeks.  A final decision on a calendar will be made at 
the February 23, 2017, school board meeting.
 The school board conducted the first reading of Policy 513 – Student Promo-
tion, Retention and Program Design.  We are required to have this policy as part of 
the World’s Best Workforce program.  The second reading of this policy will be at 
the February 23, 2017, school board meeting.
 Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the 2016-17 Revised Revenue 
Budget with the school board.  Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to 
approve the revised revenue budget in the amount of $15,272,993.  Motion unani-
mously carried.
 Business Manager Marlene Mann reviewed the State of Minnesota Pay Equity 
Compliance Report.  We are required to complete this report every three years.  
The Luverne School District is in compliance.  Motion made by Deutsch, second 
by Bosch, to approve the report as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Superintendent Oftedahl and Business Manager Mann presented a request to 
raise the two-hour food service worker pay from $10.50 to $11.50 per hour.  Motion 
made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to set the two-hour food service rate of pay 
at $11.50 per hour.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Bosch, to approve the Custodial Seniority 
List as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.  Motion made by Hartman, second 
by Deutsch, to approve the Paraprofessional/Food Service/Administrative Assistant 
seniority list as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.  Motion made by Deutsch, 
second by Hartman, to approve the Alternative School seniority list as presented.  
Motion unanimously carried.  Motion made by Sehr, second by Bosch, to approve 
the ECFE/School Readiness/Discovery Time seniority list as presented.  Motion 
unanimously carried.  Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to approve the 
Preliminary Licensed Staff seniority list as presented.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Hartman, second by Bosch, to approve the hiring of Tiffany Veal 
as special education teacher effective January 23, 2017, for a salary of $18,464.40.  
Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Sandbulte, to approve the hiring of Caitlin 
Altman as a paraprofessional effective January 3, 2017.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Hartman, second by Bosch, to approve a long-term leave of 
absence request from Stacy Olson, paraparofessional, from January 30-July 31, 
2017.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Bosch, second by Sehr, to approve the hiring of Brooke Wal-
grave as long-term substitute paraprofessional for Stacy Olson’s position beginning 
January 30, 2017.  Motion unanimously carried.
 Motion made by Deutsch, second by Hartman, to approve a request for ma-
ternity leave from Amy VonHoltum, Elementary teacher, beginning approximately 
April 23 through May 26, 2017.  Motion unanimously carried.
 There were no committee reports given.  The upcoming meeting dates were 
reviewed.  Motion made by Bosch, second by Deutsch, to adjourn the meeting.  
Motion unanimously carried.
 Dated:  January 26, 2017

Shelley Sandbulte, Clerk
 (03-02)

Interested in Advertising in the Classifi eds?

IT'S EASY!

Call 283-2333
or

Stop by our offi ces at 117 W. Main in Luverne

T he daily news off Rock County

Star-Herald.com
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S O N - D - F A R M S 
A D R I A N

is hiring General Farm, Hog, 
Field Work, Truck Driver, 
Maintenance person, Farm 

Shop Mechanic & Farm 
Delivery Person. Experience 
wanted but willing to train. 

PTO benefi ts. Call 
(507) 483-2245, 370-1590 

or e-mail 
offi ce@sondfarms.com

Help Wanted
We are hiring all shifts. 

Flexible schedules, 
competitive wages and fun 

work environment! 
Apply within at Luverne 

Subway or apply online at 
mysubwaycareer.com
No phone calls please. 

TUFF MEMORIAL HOME
“A Home With a Heart”

The Tuff  Memorial Home is 
currently hiring a Part-time Part-time 

Evening CookEvening Cook 11a.m. - 
7:30p.m. Experience pre-

ferred. If interested, contact 
Alex Dysthe at 507-962-3275 

or email 
adysthe@tuff memorialhome.com.

Competive Wage
Full Benefi ts

 Pension Plan
Friendly Atmosphere

Help Wanted Internet Installer/Repair Technician

Lismore Cooperative Telephone Company is seeking a full-time individual 
to become a member or our team providing hybrid broadband service in 
and around Lismore, MN.
The work will include installation of our new wireless internet, 
maintenance and repair. Applicant must be comfortable with heights and 
have the ability to work in a customer orientated, fast-paced environment.
Submit resume and letter of application to: Lismore Cooperative Telephone 
Company, PO Box 127, Lismore, MN 56155. Email: info@lismoretele.com 
by February 20 or until position is fi lled. 

JAYCOX IMPLEMENT, INC.

FULL TIME PARTS POSITION 
AT THE LUVERNE LOCATION

RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE:
• Customer service of parts, both in person and over the phone, 

• Organize, shipping & receiving of parts inventory
• Fun, friendly work environemnt

• Store hours Mon - Fri 7:30-5:30 Sat 7:30-Noon 
(Rotating Saturdays)

• Competitive hourly pay
• Paid vacations & holidays
• Employee Health Insurance

Employee package: 

Please contact Mark Ommen at 507-283-2319 with any 
interest or to pick up an application. 

• PTO & Sick Leave
• IRA
• Bonuses

• Uniforms provided

410Koehn Avenue, Luverne, MN • 507-283-2319
www.jaycoximplement.com

RAILROAD 
VEGETATION CONTROL:

Full-time traveling opportunity, 60-80 
hours/week, $13-$15/hour starting, meal 
allowance, paid lodging, 95% paid health/
dental, 401(k) & paid time off. RAW, 
Inc. in Cooperstown, ND 888/700-0292 
i n f o @ r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m 
w w w . r a w a p p l i c a t o r s . c o m

CDL A DRIVERS 
$7,500 sign-on-bonus. Medical benefi ts 
on day 1 & earn $65k+ in your fi rst year!!! 
Guaranteed pay. Profi t sharing, 401k with 
company match & more! For more informa-
tion, call Jim Robbins now! 253/512-1887

DRIVE WITH UBER 
No experience is required, but you’ll 
need a Smartphone. It’s fun and easy. For 
more information, call: 800/912-3649

GOT KNEE PAIN? 
Back Pain? Shoulder Pain? Get a 
pain-relieving brace - little or no 
cost to you. Medicare patients call 
health hotline now! 800/755-6807

DONATE YOUR CAR 
truck or boat to Heritage For The 
Blind. Free 3-day vacation, tax de-
ductible, free towing, all paper-
work taken care of 800/439-1735

DISH TV – BEST DEAL EVER! 
Only $39.99/mo. Plus $14.99/mo In-
ternet (where avail). Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms). 
Free HD-DVR. Call 800/297-8706

STOP OVERPAYING 
FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! 

Save! Call our licensed Canadian and In-
ternational pharmacy, compare prices and 
get $25.00 OFF your fi rst prescription! Call 
877/210-2257 Promo Code: CDC201725

MISCELLANEOUSEMPLOYMENT HELP WANTED - DRIVERS

MISCELLANEOUS

CHS Eastern 
Farmers Luverne, MN 

is looking for a full-time 
semi-feed truck driver .
Must have a CDL and 
clean driving record. 
CHS Eastern Farmers 

offers a competitive pay 
and benefi ts package.
Apply by calling Gary at 
507-283-4418 to set up 

an appointment. 

HELP WANTEDHELPING PEOPLE ~ CHANGING LIVES
Bus Driver – Rock County (Job #0217D)

Community Transit of United Community Action 
Partnership is seeking bus drivers for our Rock County Area.

This position offers fl exible hours, training to obtain a 
CDL with passenger endorsement, PTO, holiday pay, and a 
competitive wage.

Qualifi ed applicants should have a clean driving record and 
will be required to pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Please call us today at 507-537-1416 to request an 
application or visit our website at www.unitedcapmn.org 
for more information or to fi ll out an online application. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is fi lled.

AA/ADA/EOE Employer.

HELPING PEOPLE ~ CHANGING LIVES
Bus Driver – Rock County (Job #0217D)

Community Transit of United Community Action 
Partnership is seeking bus drivers for our Rock County Area.

This position offers fl exible hours, training to obtain a 
CDL with passenger endorsement, PTO, holiday pay, and a 
competitive wage.

Qualifi ed applicants should have a clean driving record and
will be required to pass a pre-employment drug screen.

Please call us today at 507-537-1416 to request an 
application or visit our website at www.unitedcapmn.org
for more information or to fi ll out an online application. 
Applications will be accepted until the position is fi lled.

AA/ADA/EOE Employer.

at our Pipestone, Adrian, Luverne, 
Tyler, Edgerton and Slayton plants.

HELP WANTED

We offer competitive wages, 
health insurance, 401K, vacation & 
holiday pay and fl ex compensation. 
Pre-employment drug test required.

For an application visit our website
www.buffaloridgeconcrete.com 
or stop by one of our locations.

For a complete 
job description

call AJ at
605-360-1808

Lunchtime Solutions, Inc., a growing food service management 
company, is currently accepting applications for the following posi-
tion in the Garretson School District, Garretson, South Dakota.

Kitchen Manager: Responsibilities will include kitchen manage-
ment, quantity and quality food preparation, product ordering, 
inventory, supervision of other employees, clean-up and other 
duties as assigned by the Food Service Director.

Qualified candidates must demonstrate good customer service 
skills and an ability to work in a team environment. Dependability 
is a must.  We are offering a very competitive wage based on quali-
fications and skills.  

For more information and application materials, contact Christina 
at 507-360-2715, christina@lunchtimesolutions.com, or fill out an 
application online at www.lunchtimesolutions.com.

Equal Opportunity Employer

Mobile Home for rent in 
Luverne: two-bedroom, one-
bath, all appliances, water and 
sewer included. Call 605-366-
7695.  (2.23-3.16)

Available NOW! Three-bed-
room one-bathroom main fl oor 
apartment. Dishwasher, wash-
er/dryer, garbage displ and 
one car attached garage. $900/
mth utilities included. No pets. 
Outside smoking.  Call or text 
Mary 605-366-6514.
 (2.23-3.12)

Schomacker Cleaning seeks a 
reliable carpet cleaning techni-
cian for 30-40 hours per week. 
Shifts include days and week-
ends. No previous experience 
needed.  Applicant must be self 
motivated, possess strong work 
ethic, demonstrate customer 
service skills, be reliable and 
prompt. Past sales experience 
can be very benefi cial. If you’re 
looking for fast-paced, ever 
changing work, this position 
may be for you. Responsibili-
ties include providing superior 
carpet cleaning and build-
ing professional relationships 
with customers.  REQUIRE-
MENTS Valid driver license 
Smart phone use with internet 
access Must be organized and 
able to multi-task Friendly and 
professional attitude Flexible 
availability Dependable and 
reliable Fast learner Team 
player Candidates must be able 
pass a drug test, motor vehicle 
record check and criminal 
background check Apply on-
line at Schomackers.com or at 
the Schomacker Flooring and 
Appliance at 202 E Main St. 
Luverne MN  (2.26-3.16)

We would like to thank our 
family anf friends for all 
the fl owers, cards, and good 
wishes we received. Also for 
the good food and fun night at 
the Bluestem, we had for our 
60th anniversary. To our chil-
dren - Cheryl, Mark and fam-
ily, Marcia, Hank and family, 
Julie, Trevor and family, Mike, 
Lynette and family, all the 
grandchildren, and great grand 
children, thanks for a fun fi lled 
weekend. 

Jim and Lorena Hoiland
 (2.26-3.2)

HAVE A UNIQUE SERVICE 
OR BUSINESS? Get the 
word out to over 1.4 million 
households. Call WIDE AREA 
CLASSIFIEDS today, 507-
359-7326.                           (tc)

Adult caregiver needed in rural 
Adrian. Elderly male in need 
of in home caregiver. full-time 
and part-time available. Call 
for details at 605-370-9903.
 (2.19-3.9)

We custom build and install 
Energy Star Therm-O-Loc 
Windows. Call Mike at Adrian 
Glass for a free in-home dem-
onstration and estimate. 101 E. 
Pearl, Adrian, MN 56110. 507-
483-2228 or 605-770-7677 or 
email mbyler@santel.net. (tc)

We have several crews of rock 
pickers and we also do any 
type of farm work. Call 712-
943-2084.  (tc)

EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT EMPLOYMENT

Adrian Public School is cur-
rently seeking applicants for 
a Long Term Substitute Spe-
cial Education Teacher (SLD) 
to work at the High School 
through the end of the 2017 
school year. (2.26-3.16)

New Prairie Insulation of Bea-
ver Creek has a full-time Insu-
lation Installer position avail-
able. Monday through Friday, 
health insurance, vacation, 
holiday, bonus opportunities. 
Will train. Call Dean at 605-
376-3006 or 507-673-2548. 
 (tc)

Nursing Assistant: Parkview 
Manor has openings for part-
time nursing aides with ben-
efi ts to include: health insur-
ance, public retirement plan, 
and holiday pay. New wages 
$11.90/ hr. or more with ex-
perience. $2000 scholarships 
available for students. Will 
provide training or pay for 
experience. Contact Darnell 
Krull, 308 Sherman Ave. Ells-
worth, MN 56129 or call 507-
967-2388.  (tc)

Ellsworth Public School is 
accepting applications for a 
full-time Paraprofessional. Ap-
plications can be picked up in 
the school offi ce or by callinf 
507-967-2242.  (2.19-3.2)

New Life Treatment Center, 
Woodstock, MN, a faith-based 
non-profi t sincerely dedicated 
to our clients, delivers quality 
care to clients who are chemi-
cally dependent. Great work-
ing environment. Competitive 
wages, great benefi ts, paid 
time off.  EOE Call 507-777-
4321 ext. 203 to apply. Posi-
tions available: Full/Part Time 
LPN  -  Must be licensed in 
MN.  Limited physical de-
mands.  Must be available 
to work all shifts. Full-time 
LADC counselor -  Must be li-
censed in MN Part-time  Cook/
kitchen helper  (2.16-3.5)

Carpenters and Labor Hiring, 
Luverne, MN. We are currently 
looking for Carpenters, Labor 
positions in or near Luverne. 
Please apply at Design Craft of 
Luverne, Inc., 904 Commerce 
Road, Luverne, MN or call 
507-283-2600, hourly wage 
based on experience.
 (2.12-3.2)

WINDOWS

AGRICULTURAL

WANTED

MISCELLANEOUS

CARDS OF THANKS

RENTALS

Registered Nurse/LPN- 
Parkview Manor, a municipal 
skilled nursing facility is ac-
cepting applications for a part-
time charge nurse position. 
Wages commensurate with 
experience. $2000 scholarship 
available for students. Ben-
efi ts include vacation, holiday, 
and PERA retirement plan. 
Contact Darnell Krull 308 
Sherman Ave., Ellsworth, Mn 
56129 or call 507-967-2482.  
 (tc)

EMPLOYMENT

EMPLOYMENT

Apartments available!

EHO

507-283-4922

•All Ages Welcome
•Close to Senior Dining

•Close to Minnesota West 
College 

•Income Based

Luverne HRA • Blue Mound Tower
216 McKenzie Street
Luverne, MN 56156

•Handicap Accessible
•Pet Friendly
•Smoke Free

•Secure Entry System
•On Site Laundry
•Utilities included

BLUE MOUND TOWER
M nd Tow

Interested in
Advertising?

Call

Rick or Chantel
to advertise

in the Announcer

283-2333
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