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[K NAME

COMMON:

Socorro Mission

AND/OR HISTORIC:

Mission Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion del Pueblo de Socorro
2. LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Moon Road and FM 258, north of cemetery

CITY OR TOWN:

Socorro
STA TE cope COUNTY: CoDE
Texas 048 El Paso .41
CLASSIFICATION
ACCESSIBLE
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Cfleck  One) TO THE PUBLIC
District (3 Building . Public Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:
Site . Structure 13 Private [ I In Process I | Unoccupied [3 Restricted
Object . Both | 1 Being Considered Preservation work | | Unrestricted
in progress No
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Agricultural I | Government . Park | 1 Tronsportotion CU Comments
1 | Commercial [ 1 Industrial I | Private Residence « Other (Specify)
| \ Educational . Military rX Religious
I | Entertainment [ 1 Museum i | Scientific
*4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
OWNER'S NAME:
Diocese of ElI Paso, Catholic Church
STREET AND NUMBER:
1012 North Mesa
CITY OR TOWN;
El Paso Texas MR.
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
El Paso County Courthous
STREET AND NUMBER;
CITY OR TOWN: STATA
El Paso F
Texas 048

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Texas State Historical Survey

DATE OF SURVEY: 1964 . Federal State . County . Local S)a
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: era z
Texas State Historical Survey Committee co
STREET AND NUMBER:

108 W. 15th Street 2
CITY OR TOWN:

Austin Texas 048

(See continuation sheet #1)



|7. DESCRIPTION
(Cftec* One)

Excellent Good . Foir . Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION _
(Cfieck One) (Check One)

Altered [JU Unaltered . Moved S Origir.al Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The present mission church at Socorro was built after the
1829 flood which changed t hecourse of theRi o Grande and
destroyed themission and t hepueblo (this date given i nBinion,
An Introduction t o El Paso Landmarks). The present church was
probably constructed during thenext decade. The Historic
American Buildings Survey records thedate 1840 i ntheir neasurei”®
drawi ngs done i n 1936.

The structure, which i sof adobe covered with whitewashed
adobe plaster, i snearly Hshaped i nplan, and i s 117 feet
long, 72 feet wide on theentrance (south) facade, and 67 feet
wide at thetransept. The foyer i sflanked by thebaptistry on
the east and a mortuary chapel on t hewest. These three ele-
ments conbine t onake up thelong, flat south facade of the
church.

The south facade has a central doorway with statuary niches ™M
flanking theentranceway and appearing on center above it. ~ 2~ M
stepped parapet surmounts thefront wall and supports an espadan
or wall belfry. Similar stepped parapets term nate t he east
and west end of this facade. The effect of these stepped ele-
ments capping thewall i ssimlar toabstract |Indian geometric
designs used t odecorate domestic articles.

There i s a choir balcony above thefoyer containing a
finely carved turned balustrade. The finest feature ofthe
m ssion church arethefinely painted and decorated vigas or
beans which support theceiling. These beans, which neasure
roughly 8 by 10 inches, were salvaged fromthe eighteenth
century Socorro mission and reused. Above thebeanms, the ceil
is made up of round saplings, 12 to 2 inches i ndiameter, laid
in aherring bone pattern. The decorativepattern generally
consists of three sticks stained black, then five white, then
three black, etc. The beans themselves are decorated i ngeo-
metric patterns with red, black and yell ow staining.

The transept or crucero i s60 feet wide on the interior
and thewidth of theeast and west transepts are 15 feet, 9
inches, and 15 feet, 11 inches respectively. Wth theexception
of thevigas, little of theoriginal interior woodwork remains.
The segmental arch which separates thesanctuary fromt he nave
is also not contenporaneous with thecirca 1840 structure.

* r-pThe entrances into thetransept and the large transept wi ndovw
ka®"Munuaual architectural details and frames with flanking
ffi?8iSters-j and flared decorativelintels which also incorporate
|[tj"p semrwicircular head of the apertures. These (continued)

kV (See continuation sheet #2)
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decorative frames on t he two doors and two wi ndows were originally
of whitewashed adobe. These have i nrecent years been replaced
with concrete frames which nore or-less follow the same design.

Adjacent tothetransept and flanking t he sanctuary are the
east and west sanctuaries.These chanbers aredifferentiated from
the principal spaces of thechurch by a considerable reduction
in ceiling height. The baptistry and mortuary chapel, being
subsidiary spaces, also have lower ceilings.

The walls of thestructure vary considerably i nwidth. The
wal | between t hefoyer and baptistry 1 s 5 feet, 6 inches, wide,
and thewall on theeast side of thesacristy i s2 feet, 10 inche”,
wi de. Generally, however, thenave and tiransept walls are about
4 feet thick and arecovered on theinterior and exterior with
adobe plaster,whitewashed.

GPO 901 .08 2



(I. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD fCheck One or More as Appropriate)

r~) Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century X] '8th Century . 20th Century
15th Century E '7»b Century S 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (Il Applicable and Known) 1682 , 1840
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal | | Education . Political . LWInn.iyjInning
Q Prehistoric I | Engineering . Religion/Phi.
H Historic I 1 Industry losophy
I | Agriculture I | Invention | 1 Science
N Architecture I | Londscope I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture [ | Social/Human-
I I Commerce . Literoture itarian
I I Communications Militory . Theoter

I | Conservation f .
Music | | Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Nuestra Senora de | aConcepcion del Socorro was founded
in thespring of 1682 as thethird pueblo i ntiieresett| ement
of the New Mexico Indians who fled with the Spanish duringthe
Pope Uprising (Pueblo Revolt). The pueblo and mission at
Socorro were founded t oserve thedisplaced Piro, Tano and
Jenez Indians of New Mexico. Architecturally, Socorro and
Ysleta aredi splaced New Mexi can mi ssions, nuch the sane asthe
Indian popul ationwhich they served. The massing, materials
and use of native decorative elements i nthese mi ssion churches
particularly Socorro, show a strong kinship tothe architectural
traditions which evolved i ntheseventeenth century i n Spanish
New Mexi co- The history of these m ssions was also, for a
century and a half after their establishment, nore closely
related t o New Mexico than Texas.

Franciscan missionaries established the Socorro pueblo
and mi ssion on t heMexican side of theRi o Grande, seven and
a half |eagues south of Ysleta. Because of cinuprising anong
the Indians i n1683, theoriginal site was abandoned and a
location one |eague from Ysleta was choosen. This closer site
was selected toallowa degree of protection for the Spanish
mi ssionary i n charge.

In 1760 Bi shop Tamaron visited Socorro, as well asthe
other mssions i ntheEl Paso del Norte area, and left t he
following account: "Fromlsleta t o Socorro was about one
| eague east. This mission and pueblo, like theothers, was
near theriver and had i t sresident missionary. There were
46 Zuma families with 182 persons living i nthepueblo. A
small settlement called Tuburcio, nmade up entirely,-of Spaniards
formed part of themission. There were 82 famlies with 424
persons i nTuburcio. The mi ssion church was 36 varas |ong
(one vara = 33.3 3 inches) and seven wide, with a transept 14 3|4
varas from end t o end” (Qur Catholic Heritage, p.235).

According t o Bishop Tamaron's description, the original
church at Socorro was sonmewhat |arger than themission at
Ysleta, thenave was about 5 to6 feet wider, and t he transept

(see continuation sheet #3)
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10. CEOERAPH CAL DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 0 0
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COUNTY ) N
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11. FORM PREPARED BY
NAVE AND TiTLE:Wayne Bo11, Project Director
Gary Hume, Architectural Historian
ORG ANI ZA Tl ON DATE
Texas St~te Historical Survey Committee 12-13-71
STREET AND NUMBER:
108 W. 15th Street 7

CITY OR TOWN:

Austin
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the Nation® Park Service. The “ommended
level of signific ffe of this nominatioj
National

Name

Title State Liaison Officer

Bae December 16, 1971

Texas 048

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic  Pres~fyatTon
Date
ATTEST:
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vias nmore than 15 feet wider than at Ysleta. This church was
destroyed by flood i nthefirst decades of thenineteenth
century. According tolocal tradition, themssion, v*hichvtas
rebuilt about %mile from theflooded site, on thelocation of
a legendary miracle, was similar tothedestroyed structure and
the new church reused sone of theol dmaterials. The third
site of Socorro mission occupies thelocation where a mracle
concerning thetransport of a Spanish statue of Saint Mchael
is reported t ohave occured.

"According tothelegend, Indians were taking thestatueto
a mssion i nNew Mexico. But theheavy wheels of the cart
creaked toahalt i nthesandy soil of theEl Paso |ower Valley..
the phenonmenon was finally explained as a sign from heaven that
the statue of Saint M chael should remain where i twas, and a
smal | chapel was built toprotect i t" (Binion, An Introduction
to ElI Paso.); This sane statue of Saint M chael i son the altar
in thewest transept.

The present church was constructed circa 1840 and, excluding
the replacement of wi ndows, doors and sonme interior decoration,
the fabric of thestructure i sbasically unchanged. The Socorro
Mi ssion has served thesurrounding community since itsestablish-
ment i n 1682 and continues t obe an active religious institution.

Recorded Texas Historic Landmark - 1964.
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COMMON : Socorro Mi ssion
ANDCRHSICRC Mission Nuestra Senora de la Concepcion del Pueblo de
2. LOCATION Socorro

STREET AND NUMBER:

Moon Road and FM 258, north of cemetery

CITY OR TOWN;

Socorro

COUN TY:

Texas 048 El Paso 141
MAP REFERENCE
SOURC E:

United States Department of the Tnherinr Gf~nlngig
1:24000

DATE 1955 (revised 1967)
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1. Property broundaries where required.
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2. North arrow. Y sleta, Texas\/. ntQ/{]
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