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The Silver Top Headframe sits resting on its temporary stands while waiting for its new cement foundation. 

Russ Gartz Photo 
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Silver Top Headframe 
While the Silver Top Headframe Restoration project is almost complete, the Tonopah Historic Mining 
Park Foundation is still actively seeking much needed funds to pay for the restoration of the Silver Top 
Orehouse and Desert Queen Headframe.  Please take a moment, renew your membership, and send us a 
donation!  A portion of this project has been funded with the assistance of the Commission for Cultural Centers 
and Historic Preservation, which provided just over $100,000.  Round Mountain Gold (Kinross) has saved us at 
the last minute through a grant of $40,000.  Crews from Simerson first removed the mine cage elevator from the 
Silver Top Headframe.  They then tightened all bolts and placed new ones.  Next, the crew used tie down straps 
to ratchet the wood members together.  The legs of the Headframe were then chain sawed from the blocks of 
cement placed there in the 1990s, and a large crane moved the Silver Top Headframe away from the shaft.  Work 
was then done on the shaft, including placing new landings, repairing the collar and using expanding foam around 
the collar.  A new concrete foundation was poured and the Silver Top Headframe will be placed back where it 
belongs, on top of the new foundation.  All photos are by Russ Gartz, THMP Tour Guide. 

 
 Small cranes are brought in to remove the elevator from the Silver Top Headframe. 



Tailings  Volume 17, Number 2  Fall/Winter 2019 
 

  3  

Restoration Project 
      

Placing the 
new bolts 
into the 
Silver Top 
Headframe 
to reinforce 
the 
structure. 

A look 
down the 
Silver 
Top mine 
shaft after 
new 
landings 
have been 
placed. 
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New bolts are 
placed in the 
Silver Top 
Headframe to 
help reinforce 
the structure. 

Tie down 
straps are 
placed on the 
Silver Top 
Headframe to 
keep the 
wood from 
pulling apart 
when lifted. 
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A large 
crane is 
brought 
in to lift 
and 
move 
the 
Silver 
Top. 

Simerson crew places tie-down 
straps on the Silver Top Headframe 
to keep the structure together when 
moving it. 
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Metal 
support 
boxes were 
placed on 
the Silver 
Top 
Headframe 
for the 
crane to 
lift the 
structure. 

The large 
crane 
begins to 
lift the 
Silver Top 
Headframe 
up into the 
air. 



Tailings  Volume 17, Number 2  Fall/Winter 2019 
 

  7  

    

The large 
crane 
swings the 
Silver Top 
Headframe 
over to its 
temporary 
position. 
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   Damage to the wooden Silver Top mine collar. 

A hole that opened up outside 
of the Silver Top mine collar. 

Inspecting damage to the Silver Top mine collar. 
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Silver Top mine collar after repairs. 

Expandable foam was 
placed around the Silver 
Top mine collar to 
prevent it from 
reopening on the sides, 
and then covered back 
up with dirt and rocks. 

Stretch repairing the Silver Top mine collar. 
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A big thank you to the following people, without them this project would have never happened: Brian Breiter at 
Environmental Protection Services, Rich Perry and Rob Ghiglieri at Nevada Division of Minerals, Dru Simerson 
and Bill Krause of Simerson, Randy McFatridge on days off from Atkinson Construction, staff at the Park, Jeff 
Martin and Russ Gartz for all his great Silver Top photos, Foam Concepts for free shipping, Robison Engineering 
for their in-kind service, Stretch Baker for his never-ending, always-there volunteering, Shari Bombard for 
writing the grant to SHPO, Chris Mulkerns who administered the SHPO grant, and Kat Galli for always 
promoting the project. 
 
The Tonopah Historic Mining Park Foundation is a Nevada 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, whose purpose is to preserve Nevada’s 
mining history, heritage, and the life surrounding it at the Tonopah Historic Mining Park.  Contributions may be tax deductible pursuant 
to the provisions of Section 170(c) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 26 U.S.C. § 170(c).  All contributions made to the Tonopah 
Historic Mining Park Foundation become its sole property and will be used as determined by the Board of Trustees.  For more 
information please visit our website at: www.tonopahhistoricminingpark.com  

A new 
concrete 
foundation 
has been 
poured and 
the Silver 
Top 
Headframe 
will be 
placed 
back on 
new 
foundation. 
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THANK YOU DONORS & MEMBERS 
Earl Aagaard 
Alice Abbott 
Albemarle Foundation 
Dorothy Barry 
Frederick Bauman 
Steve & Rene Bazaar 
Dana Bennett 
Best Western Hi-Desert Inn 
Bienenstein & Swadling 
Chauncey Bingham 
Sheryl & Doug Blagen 
Keith & Lynne Boni 
DanRa Boscovich 
Dennis P. Bryan 
George Burke 
Linda Burke 
Gary M. Buyachek 
Debbie Byrum 
John Callan 
Hardrock Mineral Expl. Inc. 
Gilbert & Swainia Cochran 
Confidential 
Joyce M. Cox 
Walter Cuchine 
David & Karen Cullens 
Jaak Daemen 
Brenda & Oliver Deaman 
George DeLong 
Mr. & Mrs. Dempsey 
Retta & Jim Dermody 
Edward Doremus 
Luis Dorich 
Paula Douglass 
Bradford Dwork 
John Ekman 
EM Strategies 
John Fickewirth 
First Leasing, Inc. 
William Foltz 
Bonni Forbes 
Kathrin Galli 
Jeffrey Galli 
Russ Gartz 
Glassman Media Inc. 
Stephen Glotfelty 
John M. Gomes 
Erik Groot 

Jerry Hammes 
Robert Hammes 
Bob Harmon 
Laurie & John Hartig 
Sherilyn Hayes-Zorn 
David & Diane Hicks 
Frank S. Howell 
INSP, LLC 
Sara Jimenez 
Keith & Shawn Jones 
Kappes, Cassiday & Assoc. 
Asa Kelley 
Sally Kinley 
David La Rue 
Larry L. Lackey 
Karen W. Lampus 
Norman Lee 
Tony & Loretta Limon 
Joe & Lynn Loftis 
Lisle Lowe 
Phillip Luchetta 
Robert L. Lutz 
Peter Maciulaitis 
Ethan Main 
John & Cathy Mandell 
Patty Manhire & Tom Waier 
Francine Mannix 
Phillip May 
Claire McLeod 
Terry McNulty 
Meier Family 
Philip Metscher 
Allen & Valerie Metscher 
Mud Camp Mining Co. LLC 
Nevada Humanities 
Nevada Landsman Assoc. 
Nevada Mining Assoc. 
JoAnn Newbury 
Brian L. Norden 
Eric Nystrom 
Brian F. O’Hara 
Michael Okimoto 
Ronald & Connie Parratt 
Alan H. Patera 
Ross & Diana Peacock 
Terri Peltier 
Richard & Lisa Perry 

Mike Polak 
Andrew Priscu 
Barbara & John Prochnau 
Dennis Raduechel 
Neill H. (Vic) Ridgley 
Jim & Susan Rigby 
Steve Ristorcelli 
Kenneth Root 
Round Mtn Gold (Kinross) 
Dan & Maureen Rovig 
Ralph Samuelson 
Aleczandrea Schmelzle 
Thomas A. Schopper 
Tay & Kate Schuff 
Glenn Shaw 
Doug Shearer 
Joan T. Shonnard 
Douglas Shumway 
Anne Simone 
Small Mine Development 
Kevin Smith 
Society Mng Engineers NNV  
Don Southwick 
Tom Staples 
Robert Stoldal 
Stone Cabin Ranch LLC 
Debra Struhsacker 
Eleanor Swent 
Lillian I. Tallman 
Nancy S. Tardy 
John & Susan Terras 
Karen Guisti Thompson 
Joseph Tingley 
Joan Tinker 
Tonopah Studio Apts. 
Tubal Cain Iron 
Russell & Kitty Umbraco 
Douglas & Marilyn Urbani 
Alice Walker 
Russell Watters 
Margarite Weaver 
Ana White 
Bob & Dian Wickenden 
Hugh & Jeremy Wire 
Jamie Woodworth 
Dan & Susan Zampirro 
Karl M. Zellner
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Tonopah Historic Mining Park Foundation 
PO Box 965 
Tonopah, NV  89049 
______________________________________ 

 

ENTRANCE TO PARK LOCATED DIRECTLY BEHIND THE MIZPAH HOTEL

110 Burro Avenue – Open 7 days a week – Winter Hours: 8am-4pm 


