
Yeo

Date built.
1959

Builder.
e c jones  brentford. ,

Type

River class 

Length

71.5 ft

The river class boats represent one of the final 

attempts to streamline operations and gain freight 

traffic on an already dilapidated canal system.
Built to carry larger payloads whilst having a 

shallower draught these boats were also fitted with 

fibreglass hold covers and had a special container 

system designed to speed up material handling times.

But the new boats and new practises were not 

popular with the boat people and the boats gained the 

unaffectionate title of dustbin boats' '

Specifically built for the nationalised waterways 

department 'british waterways  traffic in the south'  

east on the grand union canal from london to 

birmingham around  25 river class butty boats were 

built to be towed by existing motor boats  Only two.  

prototypes were built with diesel outboard engines 

and lift out crew cabins  these innovations were even,  

less well received and never saw production.

Only three river class buttys remain in original 

carrying condition.


