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Please note that; 

1. Registration, like all other University processes, has deadlines which have to be abided by 

as it impacts on other University processes such as billing. Please check and abide by 

these. 

2. Registration outside the set deadlines is not allowed, unless special dispensations are 

made in line with University regulations. 

3. Unfortunately, none-payment or late payment of fees is not an acceptable reason to miss 

registration deadlines. 

4. It is the responsibility of students to ensure that their records are correct. 

5. Students cannot be given credit if they attend courses for which they are not registered. 

6. REGISTRATION CAN ONLY BE DONE IN THE SYSTEM EITHER BY THE STUDENT, OR FACULTY 

OFFICE (being the Deputy Dean, Faculty Administrator or authorized Faculty Office staff). 

7. ACADEMIC STAFF DO NOT DO REGISTRATION. THEY MAY TAKE A REGISTER OF WHO HAS 

ATTENDED THEIR CLASSES, BUT THAT DOES NOT CONSTITUTE REGISTRATION. 
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1. Faculty of Science Special Regulations 
 
The mission of the Faculty of Science is to promote science with particular attention to the 
development of Botswana. Towards achieving this mission, the Faculty shall promote excellence in 
teaching and learning, research and service. In teaching and learning the Faculty shall stimulate to 
acquire and generate knowledge and skills in the various branches of science so that they will be 
both productive in the workplace and develop attitudes that aim to make them possible members of 
society. In research the Faculty shall endeavour to conduct both applied and pure research in Science 
subjects. The members of the Faculty shall aim to provide service in various capacities at both 
national and international levels. 
 
Introduction 
 
The Faculty of Science compromises seven Departments 
 
• Department of Biological Sciences 
• Department of Chemistry 
• Department of Computer Science 
• Department of Environmental Science 
• Department of Geology 
• Department of Mathematics 
• Department of Physics 
 
Objectives of the Faculty 
 
The objectives of the Faculty are: 
 
a) To promote excellence in teaching and research service 
b) To develop the critical abilities of students through the Faculty of Science 
c) To help students become responsible members of society through their education and proficiency 
in the various branches of Science; 
d) To cooperate with other faculties in the training of various professionals. For example, in the Faculty 
of Education, students registered for the Bed (Science), Bed (Secondary Education) and the Bed 
(Science Education) Degrees are taught all their Science content by the Faculty of Science. BSc Degree 
holders do their Postgraduate Diploma in the Faculty of Education. Students registered for BEd(Sc), 
BNS (Nursing Science), and BEd (Home Economics) are also taught their Science content by the Faculty 
of Science. In addition, the Faculty’s Department of Environmental Science has been responsible for 
the teaching of Environmental Science to students in the Faculty of Humanities, Education and Social 
Sciences; 
e) To provide a firm Year 1 foundation in the basic Sciences for those students who transfer to other 
Faculties, for example, to the Faculty of Agriculture to take the BSc(Agric) Degree, and those who 
transfer to the Faculty of Engineering and Technology to take the BEng Degree; 
f) To provide a firm intellectual base for those students who are designated for transfer to other 
institutions to take programmes which are not offered in this University, for example, Medicine, 
Veterinary Science, Pharmacy; 
g) To prepare its graduates for further study and postgraduate work in various fields of Science; 
h) To conduct research in various fields of Science, especially as they relate to Botswana; 
i) To recommend to the Senate those students who have qualified for the award of the following 
qualifications: the Diploma in Computer Studies, the Bachelor of Science (BSc) Degree and the Master 
of Science (MSc) Degree. The MPhil and PhD Degree Programmes are now offered in most of the 
Departments. 



3 
 

Special Regulations for the Faculty of Science 
 
Subject to the provision of the General Academic Regulation, the following Special Regulations in the 
Faculty of Science shall apply: 
 
 23.1 Programme Titles and Degrees 
 
• Bachelor of Science (Biological Sciences) 
• Bachelor of Science (Chemistry) 
• Bachelor of Science (Computer Science) 
• Bachelor of Science (Environmental Science) 
• Bachelor of Science (Geology) 
• Bachelor of Science (Mathematics) 
• Bachelor of Science (Physics) 
• BIS (Computer Information Systems) 
• Bachelor of Science (Computing with Finance) 
• Bachelor of Science (Information Technology) 
• Bachelor of Science (Applied Geophysics) 
• Bachelor of Science (Physics with Meteorology) 
• Bachelor of Science (Radiation and Health Physics) 
• Bachelor of Science (Mathematics of Finance) 
• Bachelor of Science (Computer Science) 
 
Graduate Programmes are offered in the Departments of Computer Science, Biological Sciences, 
Chemistry, Environmental Science, Geology, Mathematics and Physics. For Programme Titles, see 
departmental sections. 
 
 23.2 Entrance Requirements 
 
23.2.1 Admission to Level 100 of the Bachelor of Science Degree Programme shall be on the basis of 
performance in the Botswana General Certificate of Secondary Education (BGCSE) examination, or its 
equivalent, in the Science subjects. Cut-off points shall be determined by the Directorate of 
Academic Services. 
 
23.2.2 Applications who register for the Bachelor of Science Degree Programmes shall fulfil the 
following requirements: 
 
a) To have taken at least 5 subjects, including English Language and Mathematics at the Botswana 
General Certificate of Secondary Education (BGCSE) examination or a 1 sitting of its equivalent; 
b) To have obtained a minimum grade of Pass in English Language; 
c) To have obtained a minimum grade of Credit, or its equivalent in Mathematics. 
23.2.3 In addition to the above basic requirements, applications for the Bachelor of Science 
Programmes must have the following: 
 
a) A minimum grade of C, or its equivalent, in at least 2 of the following subjects: Physics, 
Chemistry, Biology or: b) A minimum grade of BB, or its equivalent, in Science: Double Award or its 
equivalent, or: 
c) A minimum of A, or it’s equivalent in the subject Physical Science and C in Biology. 
 
23.2.4 The other qualifying subject must be one of the following: 
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a) Development Studies 
b) Literature in English 
c) Design and Technology 
d) Agriculture 
e) Art 
f) Food and Nutrition 
g) Computer Studies 
h) Fashion and Fabrics 
i) Business Studies 
j) Home Management 
k) Any other subject deemed appropriate by the Faculty of Science. 
 
23.2.5 An applicant who has taken the relevant Advanced (A)-level or equivalent examinations and 
who has attained a minimum of 1 E and 2 O’s in the relevant subjects may be admitted to a Bachelor 
of Science Degree Programme. 
 
23.2.6 If an applicant has a Grade E or better at the Advanced (A)-level, or equivalent qualifications in 
Science subjects, he/she may, subject to the recommendation of the relevant Head of Department and 
approval of the Deputy Dean, be awarded credits and exempted from equivalent course(s) prescribed 
for a Degree Programme. 
 
23.3 Degree Structure 
 
23.3.1 The single Major Programme shall be composed of core and optional courses from one subject, 
as well as electives and General Education Courses. In order to partially satisfy the requirement for a 
Degree, a student must take and pass a minimum of 80 credits in the relevant subject. 
 
23.3.2 The Combined Degree (Major/Minor) Programme shall be composed of core and optional 
courses from 2 subjects, normally in the ratio of major/minor approximately 70-30, as well as electives 
and General Education Courses. In order to partially satisfy the requirements for a Degree, a student 
must take and pass a minimum of 56 credits from the major subject and a minimum of 24 credits from 
the minor subject. 
 
23.3.3 The Combined Degree (Major/Major) Programme shall be composed of core and optional 
courses from 2 equally-weighted subjects that are independently studies, as well as electives and 
General Education Courses. In order to partially satisfy the requirements for a Degree, a student must 
take and pass a minimum of 40 credits from each of the 2 subjects. 
 
23.3.4 The Combined Degree (Multi-disciplinary) Programme shall be a Faculty-approved programme 
composed of core and optional courses from more than 2 subjects, as well as electives and General 
Education Courses. 
 
23.3.5 In Semesters I and 2 of any Degree Programme offered in the Faculty of Science, each student 
shall take courses in Mathematics as well as courses from 2 or, with the permission of the Deputy 
Dean, 3 subjects from the following: 
Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Geology and Statistics (where Statistics is a subject in the 
Faculty of Social Sciences). 
 
23.3.6 A student registered in the Combined Degree Programme (Major/Major or Major/Minor shall 
carry out a Project in only one of his/her major subjects of study. The mode of assessment shall be as 
prescribed under Special Department Regulations. 
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23.4 Assessment 
 
23.34.1 Assessment shall be as prescribed in General Academic Regulation 00.8. 
 
23.4.2 Performance in each course shall normally be evaluated by the combination of continuous 
assessment and final examination marks in which continuous assessment shall not exceed 50 percent 
of the final grade. Any departure from this ratio shall require the approval of the Faculty Board. 
 
23.5 Progression from Semester to Semester 
 
23.5.1 At the end of each semester, a student’s progress will depend on his/her pass of the attempted 
semester credit and any of the recommendations outlined under general regulation 00.9 may be 
made. 
 
23.6 Award of Degree 
 
23.6.1 To be awarded a Degree, a student must satisfy the appropriate provision of General Academic 
Regulations 00.851 and 00.852. 
 
23.6.2 The Degree shall be classified in accordance with the provisions of General Academic Regulation 
20.4, with the cumulative GPA computed in accordance with General Regulation 00.86. 
 
23.7 Special Regulations for the Master of Science Degree 
 
The Faculty of Science degree offers the Master of Science Degree in Departments for which such 
programmes have been approved. General Regulation 40.0 and Special Departmental Regulations shall 
apply.  
 
23.8 Special Regulations for MPhil and PhD Degrees 
 
23.8.1 The Faculty of Science offers the MPhil and PhD Degrees in Departments for which such 
programmes have been approved. General Regulation 50.0 and Special Department Regulations shall 
apply. 
 
23.9 Minimum CA to Qualify for Examinations 
 
23.9.1 A minimum continuous assessment mark of 40% is required to sit for final examinations.  
 
6. Guidelines to All Year One Students Admitted into the Faculty of Science 

➢ The normal workload for a full-time undergraduate student is 15 to18 credits per semester 

as per University Regulations. However, students at first year can go up to 21 credits in the 

first semester. From semester 2 onwards, one would have to have a CGPA of at least 3.50 to 

take more than 18 credits (please note that nothing below 3.50 is acceptable ie. You cannot 

round off eg. 3.49). 

➢ However, the system will only allow students to self-enrol for up to 18 credits. 

➢ We therefore advise new students wishing to take 21 credits (ie all 3 sciences) to use the 

provided “Add Form” to have the third science added manually by the Faculty. Fill out the 

form, scan and send it to fosequiries@ub.ac.bw  

mailto:fosequiries@ub.ac.bw
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➢ We further advise students to draft a manual timetable by hand before going into the 

system, to ensure a seamless and clash-free process. The timetable is downloadable from 

the UB website. 

BSc (General) 

➢ All BSc (General) students must pick at least two sciences from Biology (BIO 111, Chemistry 

CHE 101 and Physics PHY 112 all of which are 4 credits each). 

➢ The choice of which science courses to pick should be guided by the career a student wishes 

to follow after first year eg. those that wish to go to engineering do not need to do Biology 

and those that wish to go into medicine or any health related area may need all 3 sciences, 

depending on the programme (please check with the appropriate Faculty). 

➢ Mathematics (MAT111) (4 credits), Communication and Study Skills (COM141) (3 credits) and 

ICT 141 (2 credits), should be taken by ALL students. Please do NOT pick any other lecture 

groups for COM and ICT. 

➢ It is possible to start Geology or Environmental Science at year two. Therefore there is no 

need to do these at year one. 

All Other Programmes 

➢ All other students must take ALL their prescribed courses plus communication and study 

skills (COM 141) and ICT 141 as stated above (except computer science students who only 

need to take COM). 

NB 

➢ Students may be exempted from ICT if they meet certain condition set by the Computer 

Science Department (if you think you qualify, find out more)  

➢ If you still need help, please call 355-2460 or 355-2475 or 355-2472 or 355-2473. You can 

also send an email to fosenquiries@ub.ac.bw   

➢ Our offices are in Block 233 Offices 133 and 129 
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3. Registration for COM 141 or 142  

NB:  

➢ Every student admitted into the Faculty of Science has to do COM 141 (semester 1) and 

COM 142 (semester 2)  

➢ Each Faculty has its own COM code and 141 and 142 are strictly for Faculty of Science 

students. 

➢ Since you will not find a box to click on like the other courses, below are the steps to take. 
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     Click on the arrow and select your preferred lecture group 
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4. Summary of Progression Regulations 
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FACULTY OF SCIENCE 
 
ADD FORM 
 
Student No:  __________________________________________________ 
 
Surname:  __________________________________________________ 

Other names:  __________________________________________________ 

Programme: __________________________________________________ 

Year of Study: ___________________________ 

Contact No.:    ___________________________ 

Signature: ___________________________  

List the courses to be added 

Course Code   Credits     

___________________  ______________  
 
___________________  ______________ 
   
___________________  ______________   

Total Credits after the change:  ______________ 

Signature of Student:  ______________________  Date:  ___________________________ 

Approval signature:  _______________________  Date:  ___________________________ 

NB: 

1. This is not a registration form as students are expected to self-enrol online. 
2. This form is to be used by only those students wishing to take more than 18 credits. 
3. Your CGPA (not GPA) has to be at least 3.50 for you to do more than 18 credits (except for semester one, level 100 

students). 
4. Please fill out the form and drop it off in Block 233 Office 133 
5. Filling out this form does not guarantee that you will be enrolled. 
6. It is the responsibility of the student to check that the requested addition has been made. 
7. Student who attend courses for which they are not registered will not earn any grades for such courses as per 

University Regulations.  
 

 

CGPA____________(leave blank 

if you are a new students) 
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UNIVERSITY OF BOTSWANA 

FACULTY OF SCIENCE 

Drop Form  

 

Student Details 

Surname________________________ Other Names _____________________________Year of Study___ 

Student ID Number ______________National ID Number ______________Cell No: ______________________ 

Programme Details 

Plan ______________________________Sub-Plan__________________________________  

 

DROP 

 

 Course code credits Lecture Group Time Slot(s) 

1     

2     

       Total Credits :   

 

TOTAL NUMBER OF CREDITS AFTER CHANGE________________ 

 

Signature ________________________________________________________ Date___________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Please note: 

1. This form is only to be used to drop electives which students cannot drop on their own. 
2. Please fill out the form and drop it off in Block 233 Office 133 
3. All other courses are to be dropped online in the normal manner. 
4. It is the responsibility of students to check that their records are correct. 
5. This form is NOT proof of dropping and student are expected to check that the requested change(s) have indeed 

been captured. 


