
Donald  McGauchie  i s  the  Chai rman  of  Aust ra l ian

Agr icu l tura l  Co .  Ltd  (AACo ) ,  Chai rman  of  the

Aust ra l ian  Wool  Test ing  Author i ty  (AWTA )  and  a

Di rector  of  Gra inCorp  L imited .  In  addi t ion  to  being  the

former  Pres ident   both   VFF  Gra ins  and  NFF ,  Donald

has  had  prev ious  ro les  with  publ ic  companies

inc luding  Chai rman  of  Te ls t ra  Corporat ion  L imited ,

Deputy  Chai rman  of  Ridley  Corporat ion  L imited ,

Director  of  Nat iona l  Foods  L imited ,  Chai rman  of

Wools tock ,  Chai rman  of  the  Victor ian  Rura l  F inance

Corporat ion  (s tatutory  corporat ion ) .  Dur ing  2011  he

ret i red  as  a  member  of  the  Reserve  Bank  Board .  In

2001  Donald  McGauchie  was  named  the  Rabobank

Agr ibus iness  Leader  of  the  Year ,  was  l a ter  awarded  the

Centenary  Medal  fo r  serv ices  to  Aust ra l ian  soc iety

through  agr icu l ture  and  bus iness .  In  2004 ,  Donald  was

appointed  an  Off icer  of  the  Order  of  Aust ra l ia .

Ret i red  Vice  Ai r  Marsha l l  John  Blackburn  i s  a

consul tant  in  the  f ie ld  of  Defence  and  Nat iona l

Secur i ty .  He  i s  a  Fe l low  of  the  Roya l  Soc iety  of  NSW ,

the  Ins t i tute  For  Regional  Secur i ty ,  the  Si r  Richard

Wi l l iams  Foundat ion  and  the  Aust ra l ian  Ins t i tute  of

Energy .  John  has  extens ive  exper ience  across  the

f ie lds  of  s t rategy ,  pol icy ,  planning ,  operat iona l

command ,  capabi l i t y  deve lopment  and  mater ia l

acquis i t ion .  He  has  wri t ten  and  spoken  on  Energy

Secur i ty ,  Economic  Secur i ty ,  Integrated  Ai r  and

Miss i le  Defence ,  the  5th  Gen  Ai r  Force ,  Cyber

Secur i ty ,  Space  Pol icy ,  Defence  Logis t ics ,  Defence

White  Papers  and  Fuel  Secur i ty .Board  ro les  have

inc luded :  Board  Chai r  of  the  Ins t i tute  of  Integrated

Economics  Research  -  Aust ra l ia ,  Chai rman  of  the

Kokoda  Foundat ion  ( renamed  the  Ins t i tute  fo r

Regiona l  Secur i ty , )  Deputy  Chai rman  of  the  Wil l iams

Foundat ion  and  Aust ra l ian  Strateg ic  Pol icy  Ins t i tute

Counci l  member .
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Andrew  White law  s tar ted  his  career  in  the  United

Kingdom  work ing  fo r  a  l a rge  sca le  gra in  and  animal

feed  t rad ing  bus iness ,  before  moving  to  Aust ra l ia  in

2010 .  Since  2010 ,  Andrew  has  worked  in  the  gra ins

indust ry  fo r  Emera ld  Gra in  and  Carg i l l  in  both

Western  Aust ra l ia  and  Victor ia .  More  recent ly

Andrew  was  respons ib le  fo r  deve loping  the

market ing  s t rategy  and  lead ing  the  gra in /oi l seed

analys i s  fo r  Mecardo .  Andrew  i s  a  di rector  in  a

commerc ia l  piggery  located  in  Victor ia  a long  with

fe l low  TEM  analys t  Matt  Dalg le i sh .

The  media  have  regular l y  approached  Andrew  fo r

comments  on  agr icu l tura l  markets  due  to  his

independent  nature  and  abi l i t y  to  convey

in format ion  in  an  eas i l y  access ib le  manner .

Based  in  Echuca ,  Dr  Kate  Burke  has  four

generat ions  of  fa rming  blood  f lowing  through  her

ve ins .  Kate  i s  the  author  of  Crops  People  Money

and  You ,  The  Art  of  Exce l lent  Farming  and  Better

Returns .  This  book  out l ines  a  no -nonsense  road

map  fo r  susta inable  prof i t  tak ing  and  legacy

making  with  less  s t ress .  Kate  was  recent ly

awarded  the  GRDC  Seed  of  L ight  Award  fo r  her

contr ibut ion  to  extending  gra ins  research

outcomes .  Kate 's  miss ion  as  a  mentor ,  coach ,

speaker ,  fac i l i ta tor ,  author ,  and  t ra iner  i s  to  help

people  fu l f i l l  the i r  fa rming  dream .  Kate  and  her

partner  have  s tar ted  the i r  own  l and  ownersh ip

journey  in  recent  years .
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A  graduate  of  Economics  and  Educat ion  Matt  has

had  a  keen  in terest  in  markets  of  a l l  sor ts  f rom  an

ear ly  age .  Star t ing  out  t rad ing  equi t ies  in  the  l a te

1980s ,  whi le  s t i l l  in  high  school ,  Matt  moved  across

to  t rad ing  cur renc ies  at  a  major  Aust ra l ian  bank

once  univers i ty  was  completed .   After  more  than  a

decade  work ing  in  fo re ign  exchange  markets  in

Melbourne  and  London  Matt  spent  t ime  teaching

VCE  Economics  and  Spec ia l  Needs  Educat ion .  The

lure  of  markets  had  Matt  back  work ing  in  rea l  estate

when  he  and  his  fami ly  moved  f rom  suburban

Melbourne  to  a  hobby  fa rm  on  the  outsk i r t s  of

Ba l la rat .  Making  the  t rans i t ion  in to  agr icu l tura l

market  analys i s  was  an  exc i t ing  opportuni ty ,

enabl ing  Matt  to  use  his  data  analys i s  and

forecast ing  sk i l l s  to  prov ide  commentary  and

st rateg ic  adv ice  to  the  agr icu l tura l  indust ry ,

part icu lar l y  with in  the  l i ves tock  sector .  Matt  has

become  a  prominent  agr icu l tura l  market  analys t ,

of ten  quoted  in  the  agr icu l tura l  press  and  sought

af ter  fo r  his  independent ,  data  dr iven  assessment  of

agr icu l tura l  markets .  
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Cel ia  Scott  i s  a  th i rd  generat ion  fa rmer  and  VFF

L ivestock  Counci l lo r  f rom  Poola i je lo  in  South

Western  Victor ia .  Before  return ing  to  fa rming  Cel ia

completed  a  degree  in  Agr ibus iness  f rom  Marcus

Oldham  and  then  went  on  to  work  as  an  Export

Fac i l i ta tor  fo r  Elders  Internat iona l .  She  has  extens ive

knowledge  in  the  agr icu l tura l  space  through  her

prev ious  work  exper iences  as  wel l  as  cur rent ly  being

invo lved  with  Sheep  Producers  Aust ra l ia  (SPA )  RDA

committee ,  SPA  MMAT  committee  and  Sheep  and

Goat  Compensat ion  Fund .



Doug  i s  a  Susta inabi l i t y  Innovat ion  Manager

exper ienced  in  l i ves tock  product ion ,  research  and

deve lopment ,  energy  in f ras t ructure  pro ject

deve lopment ,  and  bus iness  adminis t rat ion .

Current ly  Doug  i s  the  Susta inabi l i t y  Innovat ion

Manager  at  Meat  and  L ivestock  Aust ra l ia ,  oversee ing

AUD30M  p .a .  investment  in to  innovat ion  processes

where  susta inabi l i t y  cons iderat ions  (env i ronmenta l ,

soc ia l ,  economic )  are  in tegrated  in to  the  Aust ra l ian

red  meat  va lue  cha in  f rom  idea  generat ion  through

to  commerc ia l i sat ion .  This  appl ies  to  new

technology ,  products  and  serv ices ,  as  wel l  as  new

bus iness  models .

Doug  i s  a lso  a  partner  in  McNichol l  L ivestock  &

Veter inary  Serv ices ,  a  beef  product ion  bus iness  in

Queens land .  Doug  was  fo rmer ly  the   R&D  Program

Manager  at  the  Aust ra l ian  Meat  Processor

Corporat ion  and  has  had  var ious  renewable  energy

pro ject  deve lopment  ro les  in  the  UK .

Kirsten Diprose

Doug Nicholls

Ki rs ten  i s  a  Communicat ions  Profess iona l  and

former  ABC  journa l i s t .  She  l i ves  on  a  sheep ,  catt le

and  cropping  fa rm  near  Caramut ,  in  south -west

V ictor ia ,  with  her  husband  and  two  sons .  They

have  a lso  recent ly  taken  over  a  couple  of  dai r ies  at

S impson .  Ki rs ten  i s  the  Podcast  Manager  fo r

Agthent ic ,  an  agtech  s t rategy  f i rm  and  Tenac ious

Ventures  -  Aust ra l ia ’s  f i r s t  agr i food  venture  capi ta l

f i rm .  Ki rs ten  i s  a  Board  Director  at  South  West

TAFE  and  journa l i sm  cadet  mentor  at  Deakin

Univers i ty .  Or ig ina l l y ,  a  suburban  gi r l  f rom  western

Sydney ,  Ki rs ten  i s  pass ionate  about  br idg ing  the

c i ty -country  div ide  and  opening  up  opportuni t ies

in  agr icu l ture  fo r  a l l .



Ol iv ia  grew  up  in  South  Gipps land  Victor ia  and

completed  a  degree  in  Agr icu l tura l  Sc ience .  For  the

last  20+  years  she  has  operated  a  beef  seed  s tock

and  graz ing  enterpr i se  a longs ide  husband  Tom

based  in  centra l  Victor ia .  Ol iv ia ’s  background

inc ludes  work ing  in  agr ibus iness ,  export ,  f inance

and  market ing .  Work ing  with  commerc ia l  beef

producers  on  dr iv ing  prof i tab i l i t y  through  genet ic

improvement ,  Ol iv ia  a lso  has  a  l i fe long  pass ion  fo r

susta inable  agr icu l ture  and  bio log ica l  graz ing

systems ,  awarded  Victor ian  Susta inable  Farmer  of

the  Year  2013 .  Ol iv ia  i s  a  s t rong  advocate  fo r  the

Aust ra l ian  beef  indust ry ,  and  capac i ty  bui ld ing

through  ag  educat ion .  Since  2018  Ol iv ia  has  served

on  the  Board  of  Catt le  Counci l  Aust ra l ia  as  the

Southern  Independent  Director .  She  has  a lso  been  a

member  of  the  Animal  Heal th ,  Wel fare  and

Biosecur i ty  Committee ,  Env i ronment  and

Susta inabi l i t y  Committee ,  and  i s  Chai r  of  the

Governance ,  F inance  Audi t  Committee .  Ol iv ia  was

recent ly  nominated  as  Board  Member  of  the  Global

Roundtable  fo r  Susta inable  Beef  represent ing  Catt le

Counci l  Aust ra l ia .  Tom  and  Ol iv ia  were  awarded

Coles  Weekly  T imes  Beef  Farmer  of  the  Year  2020 .
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Cra ig  i s  the  Senior  Supply  Chain  Manager  South  at

Gra inCorp ,  oversee ing  a l l  up  country ,  port  and

log is t ics  funct ions  south  of  Dubbo ,  inc luding  Port

Kembla ,  Geelong  and  Port land  Export  te rmina ls .

Prev ious ly  he   was  the  Victor ian  Ports  Manager

look ing  af ter  Geelong  and  Port land  fo r  10  years .

Star ted  with  Gra inCorp  at  Port  Kembla  Termina l  in

2001 .


