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SIPHONOPHORA 

Family : Diphyidae 
GENUS: LENSIA 

(By A. K. Totton and J. H. Fraser) 
1955. 

SUB-ORDER: CALYCOPHORAE 



I 

1. Lensia cossack. 
2. Lensia fowleri. 
3. Lensia conoidea. 
4. Lensia multicristata. 
5 .  Lensia achilles. 
6. Lensia lelouveteau. 
7. Lensia meteori. 
8. Lensia subtilis. 

(After various authors). 
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Genus LENSIA 
A number of small Calycophorae which cannot be included in the genera Dipkyyu Cmnm atricto), Dirnophyes, Muggiaea, Chelophyes 

or Eudoxoidu, and which will eventually be separated into related groups under m k .  nracr ,  are at present referred to the genus Lensia. 
The nectopherer are generally small. The lateral radial canals of the posterior IIBW~~BO~U a r  not looped as they are in Sulculeolaria and 
posterior nectophore and eudoxids are in some cases unknown. Some species (L. + end L. aclilles) are mid-water forms. Most of the 
species have wide distributions in all oceans. 

The chief characters for identification of the anterior bell are the shape and poritiaa of the samatocyst (which may be extended when 
full of oil or contracted when empty) ; the number and arrangement of the ridges a l t h o d  thm L subject to minor variations in multicristate 
forms such (U L. lelouveteau; and the angles of the margin of the hydroecial region in relatian te the ascendidg sector leading to the opening 
of the nectauc, and in relation to the axis of the bell (see figures). 

Specier 

1. L. cossack T o t  t o n 

2. L. f o d e r i  (B i g e 1 o w) 

3. L.corisil+cr 
( K e r f r t e i n  and E h l e r s )  

4. L. mrrkicrirrnts (M o I e r) 

5. L . a c W s r  T o t t o n  

6. L. lelouveteau T o  t t o n 

7. L. rneteori (L e 1 o U p) 

8. L. swbtilis (C h U n) 

9. L. ajax T o t t o n  

Number of ridges 
on anterior bell 

none, apex rounded 

5 

5 

7 or more 

5, 
dorso laterals bent near velum 

mullistriate , 

5 

5, rounded apex 

5 groups of 3 (or 2 )  
sometimes incomplete 

Shape and parition 
of llomatocyst 

Ovoid, oblique 
% length of nectophore 

Globular, no stalk, below level 
of opening of nectosac 

Fusiform with stalk 

Long, variable thickness, 
with stalk 

Broadly spindle-shaped 

Squat, kidney-shaped 

Globular on short stalk 

Globular on long stalk 

Short, oblique, 
spindle shaped 

F u r t h e r  I n f o r m a t i o n  o n  I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
1. Lensia cossack: T o t  t o n, 1941, p. 150, Fig. 8. 
2. Lensia fw ler i :  B i g e 1 o w & S e a r s, 1937, p: 53, Figs. 37-40. 
3. Lensis conoides: S a r s, 1846, p. 41, P1.7, Figs. 1-15 (as Diphyes truncata) ; 

B i g e 1 e w & S e a r I, 1937, p. 48, Figs. 27-31, 33, 34 (non Figs. 32, 35). 
4. Lenshnrrdticriatata: L e 1 o U p, 1934, p. 34, Fig. 8 (as L. multicristata forme 

typies)  ; 1 i g e 1 o w It S e a r s, 1937, p. 55, Figs. 4". 
5. Lmub .E)lllu: To t t o n, 1941, p. 149, Fig. 7. 
6. La& m: L e 1 o U p, 1934, p. 36, Fig. 9 (as L. multicristata forme gri- 
d& Jrr: mn Lmsiagrimaldii L e l o u p  1933); T o  t t o n ,  1941, p. 163, 
Fig. %% 

7. Lensk mb.rcm: L e 1 o U p, 1934, p. 15, Fig. 6; T o t t o  n, 1954, p. 117, Fig. 60. 
8. Len& dWa: T e t t o  P, 1964, p. 115, Figs. 57, 58, 59. 
9. L e d  e j u :  T o t t o  A. 1941, p. 147, Fig. 4. 

i 

Depth of hydroecium and 
relation to opening of nectosac 

No hydroecium 

Very small, and below 

Very shallow, and below 

Shallow, and below 

Large, and level 

Shallow, oblique, and above 

Very shallow, and almost 
vertical extends to above 

Shallow, and extends to above, 
at an angle 

Large, and slightly below, 
almost level 

D i s t r i b u t i o n  S p e c i e s  
Gulf of Bothnia ...................... - 
Gulf of Finland ...................... - 
Baltic proper ......................... - 
Belt Sm ................................ - 
Sagerak  .............................. 3 
Northern North Sea ................. (2) ,3  

Channel (as tern)  ........ 

Kattcgat ............................... - 

S o w n  North Sea ................. - - 
End* Channel (western) ....... - 
Bristol Channel and Irish Sea .... - 
South and West Ireland and 

Faroe Shetland Area ............... 2.3 
Faroe Icciand Area ................. 3.5 
Norwegian Sea ....................... 3 
Barents Sea ........................... 

Atlantic ............................. 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9 

- 
R e f e r e n c e s  t o  W o r k  o n  B i o l o g y  

are so few and scattered that they have been dis- 
regarded for this sheet. 
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