
THE NAUTILUS 122(2):99- 106, 2008 Paee 99

Rehabilitation o{'Ergalatax martensi (Schepman, 1892) 

(Gastropoda: Muricidae), senior synonym ol Ergalatax obscura 

Houarti, 1996, and description of Ergalatax junionae, new name 

for Morula martensi Dali, 1923

Roland Mouaci

Institut loyai des Sciences naturelles de Belgique 

Rue Vautier. 29 

B-1000 Bruxelles. BELGIUM 

rolaml.liouart@skvnet.be

\BsTK\CT

Ergalatax juniomn nomen homiiu is proposed as replacement 

name for Morilla mateusi Dali. 1923, from the Gulf of ( Imaii 

and the Persian Guii'. The latter name is a junior secondary 

homonvin of Pentadactylus martensi Schepman, 1892. I roni the 

Red Sea, ol which /. obscura I louait, 1996. is here considered 

as a junior synonym. Ergalatax junionae nomen novum is com

pared with Ergalatax martensi Schepman) and E margariti

cola Broderip 1833'. The geographical distribution of E. 

junionae and E martensi is updated and the introduced Medi

terranean species is identified as E junionae

\ildit urna! Keywords Mollusca. Gastropoda. .Muricidae Guii 

of Oman, Persian Gulf, Red Sea. Mediterranean Sea. hom

onymy. synonymy, new name.

INTRODUCTION

Some years ago (I louait. 1996: 13). 1 described Ergalatax 

obscura, a muricid from the Red Sea. Shortly alter that 

paper was published. R. C. Moolenbeek (iii litt.) told me 

about a name introduced by Schepman (1892'. Penta

dactylus martensi. which lie aiso described from the Red 

Sea. Maxing then examined a syntvpe of that species 

from ZMA Figure UL, I concluded that P martensi 

Schepman. 1S92. was a junior svnonxm of Ergalatax 

margariticola Broderip, 1833).

However, after recentlx requesting additional infor

mation about the other scutipes of P. martensi in 

XMNL. I receixed digital images that illustrate tin' re

maining three specimens (Figures 18-23'. among them 

the 17 mm long specimen that probably served for the 

description Figures IS-19). Those syn types are un

doubtedly eonspecific with I obscura w hile the ZMA 

sxutxpe represents E. margariticola.

For manx- years Houart. 2001 . I had identified an 
•

introduced eastern Mediterranean species as Ergalatax 

obscura Houart. 1996 = E martensi (Schepman. 1892'].

I lowexcr, Mus concerns yet a third species, x\Irieii occurs 

prirnarih iii tile Guii ol Oman and iii tile Persian (hill. 

The species xvas first wronglx illustrated as Purpura 

Ricinula) siderea Reexe (a huccinid.) bx xon Martens 

(187 I: 95. pi. 5, fig. 49). Later, Dali ( 1923: 304 prox ided 

a nexx name for that species, naming it Morula martensi. 

Unfortunately, both species. Pentadactylus martensi 

Schepman, IS92, and Morula martensi Dull. 1923. are 

now included in Ergalatax, and Dalis name becomes 

ipso facto a junior secondarx homonym and needs to be 

replaced.

I personai mixed both species because of their close 

relationship and the presence ol some related (ornis 

(compare Figures 30 and 35). First (in litt.). I provision 

allv identified the Mediterranean specimen as E mar 

larsi (Dali, 1923', but afterxvurcls I erroneoiislx consid

ered it as conspecilic willi /. obscura |= E martensi 

(Schepman. 1892)] from tile Red Sea and the Guii ol 

Aden (Houart. 1996: 12).

Abbrexiations used herein are: AXIS: Mistralian Mii 

senni. Sydney. Australia; MN1IN: Museum national 

d'Histoire naturelle. Paris France; NV1NL: National 

Museum of Natural History Naturalis. Leiden, The 

Netherlands: RH: collection of the author; ZM V Zoolo

gisch Museum. Unixersitx of Mnsterdam. The Nether 

lands: ZMR: Museum liir N.iturkunde der Humboldt 

Unixcrsitat zu Berlin, zoologisches Museum, Germanx 

Terminology- tor shell spiral cords (after Merle, 1999 and 

20011 given in Figure 1.

SYSTEM \ TICS

Subtamilx Muricoidea Rafinesque 1815 

Fai nils Muricidae Balinese jue. 1815 

Subfamily Ergalataxinae Kuroda, I labe and (Kama. 1971 

Genus Ergalatax I redale, 1931

Type Species: Ergalatax recurren s I redale. 1931 \us-

tralia (Figure 17' [?= E. contracta (Reexe. 1846 | bx 

original designation.
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TKI.EOCO.NCH WHORLS

SP Subsutum! cord

IP Infrasuiural primary cord (primary cord on shoulder )

adis adapical infrasutural secondary cord (shoulder)

abis : abapical mfrasutural secondary cord (shoulder)

P: Primary cord

S I secondary cord

1 : tertiary cord

PI : Shoulder cord

P2-P6 : Primary1 cords ol the convex part ol the teleoconeh whorl

sl-s5 secondary cords of the convex pan ol the teleoconeh whorl

example: si = secondary cord between PI and P2; s2 secondary cord between P2 and P3. 

etc

NIPHON VI.C \\ \|

ADP adapertural primary cord on the siphona! canal

MP : median primary cord on the siphona! canal

APERI I RE

ID: Int'rasutural denticle

Dl to D5: Abapical denticles

Figure 1. Terminology list'd to tlrserïhe tin* spirai cords (ai 

ter Merle, 1999 and 2001) (sporadic sculpture is shown iii pa 

rentheses).

Ergalatax mart rusi ( Sei n ■pillaii, 1892) 

(Figures 3, 5, 6, II, 13, 18-30, 46)

Pentadactylus {Morula) martensi Schepman, IS92: IO!

Cronia martensi Dali.—Sharabati, 1984: pi. 19. fig. 9, 9a. 9b;

Singer and Mienis, 1991b: 58, fig. 19; Coulombel, 1994: 

73, text fig. (not Morula martensi Dali, 1923); \ erbinnen 

and Dirkx. 2000: 09. fig. 9 (not Manila martensi Dali, 

1923).

Drupella rugosa.—Singer and Mienis, 1991a: IS, fig. 6 (not 

.Murex nivosus Born. 1778).

Ergalatax obscura Houart. 1996: 13. figs 1,3-6: Houart, 2001: 

IOS (in part), ligs 17. 31. 106 and 449 onlv; Heiman and 

Mienis. 2003: 22-23 (text fig ).

Not Miaula martensi (Schepman, 1892) -Tau, 1995: 160, figs 

52. 192 g. h (= Ergalatax junionae nolli. now).

Not Ergalatax obscura—Houart. 2001 (iii part): IOS (in part), 

figs 31 and 450-451 only: Delonguevlile and Scaillet. 2007: 

57, lig. 31 (= Ergalatax junionae nom. nov.)

Description: Shell medium sized loi' the genus, up to

25.5 miii iii length at maturity. Length/width ratio 1.39

1.92. I leavv, stout. Spire high with 3+ protoconch whorls 

(tip partially broken), and up to 7 broad, strongly shoul

dered teleoconeh whorls. Suture adpressed. Protoconch 

conical, acute, whorls smooth. Axial sculpture ol teleo- 

concli w hoi Is consisting ol high, rounded, nodose ribs: IO 

or 11 I roni first to penultimate whoii. 6 to S on last whoii, 

rarely 5 or 9. Spiral sculpture ol high, strong, primary, 

secondary and tertiary cords. Last teleoconeh w hoii with 

aclis, IP, abis, PI. immediately followed by small P2, s2, 

P3. (t), s3, P4,(t>, s4, P5, (s5), P6, ADP. MP. PI and P2 

sinaii, P3, P I and P5 similar in strength, PGverv small or 

obsolete.

Sculpture lorming high, nodose knobs at intersection 

ol spiral cords and axial ribs. Aperture relatively small, 

ovate. ( ohimellar lip with 2 or 3 weak knobs abapically, 

riui adherent. \nal notch broad, moderately deep. Outer 

IiI> wcakk erenulate, with 7 strong elongate denticles 

within III), 1)2 (1)1-1 )2 fused), D3 split, 1)4, D5 split]. 

Siphona! canal short, broad, broadiv open. Nlilkv white*.

Figures 2-5. Ergalatax species. Spirai sculpture and apertura! denticles 2, I. Ergalatax junionae nomen novum (lectotvpe Z\1 B). 

3, 5. E. martensi (Schepman, 1892) (Bed Seu. PII).
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Figures 6-13. Ergalatax species. 6. Radula of Ergalatax martensi (Schepman, 1893), Gulf of \den. Scale Far = 150 |xm 7. Radula 

oî E. junionae nomen novum. Gulf of Iskenderun, Turkey Scale bar = 120 pm 8. Radula of £ margariticola Broderip 1833 Palau 

Scale bar = 120 jini. 9-10. Radula of E. contracta Reeve, 1846;. 9. Aden, juvenile specimen. Scab1 bar = 60 pm. IO. Korea, large 

adult specimen lateral denticles worn Scale bar = 150 pm. 11. Operculum of £ martensi Scale bai = I mm 12. Operculum of 

E. junionae. Scale bar = 1 nini. 13. Protoconch ol E. martensi. Scale bar = 0.5 miii. Figures 6-11, photos \ W arén



TIIK NAUTILUS, Vol. 122, No. 2Page

Figures 14-17. Ergalatax species. 14. Ergalatax margariticola (Broderip, 1S33). I^ctohpe of Pentadactylus (Morula) martensi 

Schepman. 1S93. Red Nea, coli. Forskâl", ZMA \loll. 2.93.003. 21 S nini. 15-10. Ergalatax junionae nolli. nov. Lectotvpe ol Minuta 

martensi Pali. 1923, ZMB 21590. 21 I nini. 17. Ergalatax recurrens Ire‘dale. 1931. Ilolotvpe WIS ( .57701,25.5 nini (photo courtesy 

E. II Vokesi.

creamy white, or tau, usually with some light Io dark 

brown colored spirai cords on shoulder and on mori* 

prominent nodes. Aperture cream or pali» yellow w ithin.

Operculum ergalataxine (Fig. 11), D-shaped with lat

eral nucleus in lower right.

Radula (Fig. 6) willi a rachidian bearing a long, narrow 

central cusp, a small, narrow, triangular lateral denticle 

and a broad, long lateral cusp on caeli side. Sickle-shaped 

lateral teeth broad at base and narrow' at their end.

type Material Examined: 3 syn types \M\L, Red

Sea: RM NII \K >L.57165. here selected as lectotvpe and 

paralectotv pes. I syntvpe ZM \ Moll. 2 93.005. Red Sea. 

here selected as paralectotvpe; Ergalatax obscura 

Houart. 1996: Penni. Strait ol Bai) el Mandeb, liolo- 

tvpe and I Paratapes M \ 11 \, I paratvpc IHI; Djibouti, 

Obock, (hill ol Aden, 9 paratypes NINI IN; Semen, 

Aden, 4 paratypes MM IN I paratype IHI.

Otho Material Examined: Djibouti: Obock. (ulli ol

Vden, 2 IHI; (alli of Aden: 2, IHI. Bed Sea: (no other 

(lata). I IHI: Massawa, Tanitai Is., I PII; Egypt, Sinai, 

under stones at low tide, IO IHI; Egypt, Sinai, Shaini El 

Sheik, I RH Egypt, Sinai Shark’s Pax (marsa umiu 

nmreihha). under stones, low tide, 2 UII. ( alli ol Acalia: 

Israel. Eilat. 0.5-1.0 iii, 3 IHI; (alliOl Acalia, Israel, 

Eilat, under stones, 1-2 in, 4 IHI,

Distribution: Erom the ( alli ol Aden Io Eilat, ( alli ol

\qaba 0-2 iii. on and under stones (Fig. 16).

Remarks: kora comparison willi Ergalatax junionae

see thai species below.

Ergalatax junionae nomen novum 

Figures 2. 4, 7, 12, 15-16, 31 -40. Ui:

Morula siderea Reeve - von Martens. 1S74: 95. pi. 5. lig. 49 

(not liicinnla siderea Reeve, I S IO).

Manda martensi Dali, 1923: 304. new' name for Manila siderea 

von Martens. IS74. not Reeve, 1S46.

(Umia konkanensis Bosch and Boseli. I9S2: 95, text lig; 

Shin the, 19S2: 60. pi. 1. fig. i; Bosch and Bosch. 1989: 60, 

text lig. inoi liieinnla konkanensis Mehli), 1S93).

( ionia cl konkanensis, (mindii and Tisselli. 1995: S, text

ligs.

Ergalatax martens.—Bnzzurro. Engl and Tümtürk. 1995: (no 

pag ), text fig.; Engl. 1995: 46. fig. IO.

Cronia d konkanensis.—Boscii et al. 1995: 121, fig. 480. 

Morula martensi (Schepman. 1892).—Tau, 1995: 100. figs 52, 

192 g. Ii (not Eentadaeti/lns (ManilaJ martensi Schepman, 

1892).

Ergalatax obscura Houart. 2001: IOS (in part), figs. 450—151 

only; Delonguevillo and Scaillet. 2007: 57. fig. 31 (not 

Ergalatax obscura Houart, 1996).

Description: Shell medium sized lor the genus, up to

29 mm in length at maturity. Length/width ratio 1.91

2.03. Slender, lanceolate, heavy, nodose. Shoulder
*

weakly sloping, concave.

While or cream) white with dark brown or blackish 

colored primula spiral cords and occasionally s2 or s3.

Vpcrture glossy white.

Spire very high with 3.5 protoconch w horls and teleo- 

coiuii up Io 7 weakh convex, strough shouldered, no

dose whorls. Suture adpressed. I’rotoconch sinaii, coni

cal aculc; terminal lip raised, ol sinusigera! type.

\xial sei 11 pi 11 re ol lek'oeoneh w bolis consisting ol high, 

si mug hroad nodose ribs and erraliealh placed strong 

varices. Last leleoconeh whoii willi S I I ribs, occasion

al willi one or Iwo erraliealh placed, hroad varices. 

Spirai sculpture ol high, strong, nodose and squamose
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Figures 18-30. Ergalatax martensi (Scliepman. 1892). 18-23. Lectotype and paraleetotvpcs HMMI MOL. 57165 (photo | 

Gouti 18-19. 17.4 mm; 20-21. 15.7 mui; 22-23. 17.3 nini 24-25. I lolotvpe of E obscura Nouait. 1996 Penni, Strait of‘Bah «i 

Mandeb MNHN 0159 24.2 mm (photo MN HN 26.Eilat Israël RH 20.8mm 27.0bock Gulfol \den RH 21.6mm 28. Eilat 

Israël. PII 25.1 nini: 29. Bed Sea (no other (lata1. PII 21 \ nini: 30. Adeli, Guii’of \den PII 21 nini
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Figures 31—15. Ergalatax species. 31-40. Ergalatax junionae nomen novum. 31-33. Dolia. Willia. Qatar. IHI 31—32. 26.5 nini; 

33-34. 22 0 nun 35. Yalikent Iskendemn, Turkev IHI 17.2 mui; 36-37. I .el nun ui, Bay ol |oimieh, 19.6 miii; 38-40. Iskemlerim, 

Bay ol Iskenclerim Turkey IHI. 38. 25.6 nini; 39. 22.2 nini; IO. 22.9 nini 41-45. Ergalatax margariticola (Broderip, 1333). 41. 

Barnia Pumaolii Archipelago, IHI, 28.4 mui; 42. Kai Is , Mollneas. IO I, 20.5 miii. 43. South ol New ( Aledon ia, BI I. 23.7 nini; 44. 

Baii Be llii Pasi coast of Singapore, IHI. 30 I miii; 45. Kwajalein Aioii, IHI, 25.9 nini.
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primary*, secondary and tertiary cords. Shoulder ol last 

teleoconeh whorl with hroad SP. aclis. IP. atos, PI, P2, s2. 

(t), P3. s3, P4,(s4), P5, (s5), P6, A DP. MP: PI and P2 

narrow, P3, P5 and P6 hroad, similar in strength, P4 

smaller.

Aperture large, narrow, ovate; Columella! lip smooth, 

entirely adherent, with low parietal tooth at adapical ex

tremity; anal notch deep, hroad; outer lip weakly erect, 

with ID, D2-D5. 115 largest, hroad; D2-D4 decreasing in 

strength ahapicallv, 1)5 split; denticles elongate within 

aperture. Siphona! canal short, hroad, dorsally recurved, 

broadly open.

Operculum (Fig. 12) dark brown, D-shaped, with lat

eral nucleus in lower right; attached surface with about 8 

growth lines and hroad, cali used riui, about 30-40 % of 

opercular width.

Radula (Fig. 7) with a rachidian hearing a long, slender 

central cusp, a small, short lateral denticle and a hroad, 

long lateral cusp on caeli side. Lateral teeth sickle

shaped, with hroad base and narrow end.

Type Material Examined: Morula martensi Dali,

1923, lectotype (selected bv Houart, 1996) and 6 svn- 

types ZMB 21596.

Other Material Examined: Persian Gulf: Kuwait,

Kuwait Cit\. 4 RH; Qatar, Dolia, under rocks. 30 RH; 

Sharjah. 25*20' V 55°21' E, on rocks. 4 RH; Ahu Dhabi, 

0.5-1.0 iii. 3 Rll Gulf of Oman: Al Hamra, near Qurm, 

IO kui M\ ol Muscat, 16 RH; Al Bustan. under rocks, 1 

RH. Lebanon: Beirut, harbour entrance, breakwater. 

max. 15 m. 2 RH; Bay of Jounieh (N), 10-25 ui, 2 RH; 

Batroun. 1-4 m, under stones, 2 RH. Turkey: Guii of
w

Iskenderun, Iskenderun. under rocks, harbor, 1 iii, 8 RH; 

Kale, headi. 6 RH; Yumurtalik, rock pools, 6 RH; Ya- 

likent, shallow water, on rocks, 1 RH; Bay of Antalya, 6 

km off Kemer, 36°39' \, 30 33' E, on rocks with mussel 

hanks, 0.5-LO ui, 7 RH; Fethiye-Oludeniz, on rock at 2 

m, 1 RII. '

Distribution: Guii'of Oman, Persian ( -uii* and eastern 

-Mediterranean Sea, intertidal to 1 iii, on and under rocks 

and stones (Figure 46).

Etymology: This species is named in honor of Mrs.

Marie-Louise Buvle- union (1916-2003), former librar-
r

ian of the Belgian Malacological Society. She was one ol 

the mainstays ol the Society, together w ith her husband, 

Jean Buvle.

Remarks: Ships docking at oil terminals in the Gulf of 

Iskenderun (eastern Turkey) could have introduced the 

species into the eastern Mediterranean Sea. \s noted bv 

Delongueville and Scaillet 2007 , the transport via ship 

hulls or ballast w ater may be suspected.

The shell morphology- of some specimens of E junio

nae (Fig. 35 is nearly the same to E martensi (Fig. 30), 

however E martensi dilfers ui haying a more strongly 

shouldered, broader shell, and a yellowish aperture in

stead of white, with 7 denticles within instead of 6 iii E. 

junionae. Moreover, the spiral cords differ iii number 

and strength, as described above and illustrated iii Fig-

% Ergalatax martensi (Schepman, 189Î) 

O Ergalatax junionae nomen novum

Fig. 46. Distribution ol Ergalatax inanensis and E junionae.

ures 2-5. Twenty-five specimens of E. martensi and a 

feyv more of E. junionae w ere examined to confirm the 

stability ol these differences.
m

Ergalatax martensi usually has 6-3 axial ribs on the last 

teleoconeh whorl, rarely 5 or 9, compared to E. junionae 

which bears 8-11 ribs and varices on the last whorl.

Ergalatax margariticola (Figures 8, 14, 41-45), a yen 

common Indo-West Pacific species is aiso related to E 

junionae, however it is generally stouter and broader, 

with a w ider shoulder, a more squamose spiral sculpture, 

more uniformly colored shell and different aperture 

color, being bluisli-yvhite, occasionally with a tinge ol 

pink or mauve on the Columella!' lip i s. completely white 

iii E junionae. The shell morphology and color ol E 

margariticola arc highly variable, however it is always 

easily distinguishable from E. junionae by one or more 

differences cited above.

'lile three species are related to the ergalataxine Er

galatax contracta (Reeve, 1.845) (Figures 9-10), a prob

able senior synonym ol Ergalatax recurrens Pedale, 1931 

(Fig. 17), tile type species of Ergalatax.

Buzzurro, Engl and Tümtürk (1995) were the first to 

mention the presence of Ergalatax junionae [as Erga

latax martensi (Dali, 1923)] in the eastern -Mediterra

nean Sea.

Tau (1995:147) in bis Pii I). thesis aiso selected a lec- 

totype for Mo ml a martensi Dali, 1923. Hoyvever, he des

ignated a specimen of Ergalatax margariticola (Tau, iii 

litt.) from kingsmill Is (USWl 52472 . Nevertheless, 

this designation being published iii a thesis that does not 

satisfy Articles 8.1.2 and 8.1.3 of the International Code 

of Zoological Nomenclature, it is not available as sueli.
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