
Orconectes immunis
calico crayfi sh

Procambarus acutus 
White River crawfi sh

Cambarus diogenes  
devil crawfi sh

claws 
very 
slender

tail dark 
with light- 
colored 
“V” 

carapace 
feels like 
sandpaper

spotted 
claws on 
males

tail with 
chevrons

shield like 
designs 
on top of 
carapace

photos from www,carnegiemnh.org/crayfi sh ; illustrations from The Crayfi shes and Shrimp of Wisconsin by Hobbs & Jass

Procambarus gracilis  
prairie crayfi sh

more 
robust 
claws 
with long 
spurs

white 
“eyebrows”

carapace 
slab-sided

reddish 
brown 
color

carapace 
more 
rounded 
than 
prairie

claws 
with 
smaller 
spur than 
prairie



illustrations from The Crayfishes and Shrimp of Wisconsin by Hobbs & Jass 

Fallicambarus fodiens 
Digger Crayfish 

- Tail with straight edged lines 
- Rounded “snout” 
- Robust chelae (claws) 

-Tail with scalloped chevrons 
- Pointed “snout” 
-More slender chelae (claws) 

Orconectes immunis 
Calico Crayfish 
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photo by W. Leo Smith 


