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INTRODUCTION 

A G e ne ra l Pla n g ive s the  City the  c ha nc e  to  e sta b lish lo ng -ra ng e  
g o a ls a nd  p o lic ie s tha t se t the  d ire c tio n fo r ho w the  City sho uld  
ma inta in e xisting  d e ve lo p me nt, p la n fo r future  g ro wth, p ro vid e  p ub lic  
se rvic e s, a nd  e nha nc e  e xisting  q ua litie s tha t a re  uniq ue  to  the  City o f 
We st Jo rd a n. 

Ea c h c ha pte r within this Ge ne ra l Pla n a na lyze s c urre nt c o nd itio ns 
within the  City, id e ntifie s a sse ts, c ha lle ng e s a nd  o p p o rtunitie s, a nd  

re c o mme nd s wa ys to  c a p ita lize  o n c urre nt stre ng ths a nd  re so lve  
d e fic ie nc ie s thro ug h inte ntio na l g uid ing  p rinc ip le s a nd  g o a l se tting . 

A g uid ing  p rinc ip le  se ts a  va lue  tha t g uid e s City d e c isio ns, whe re a s a  
g o a l is a  d e sire d  me a sura b le  c o nd itio n tha t sup p o rts the  p o lic y. All o f 
the  g uid ing  p rinc ip le s c o nta ine d  within this Ge ne ra l Pla n c a n b e  fo und  
within the  va rio us c ha p te rs a nd  a t the  e nd  o f this d o c ume nt. C ity 
g o a ls ma y b e  fo und  in va rio us City ma ste r p la ns. 

The re  ma y b e  o c c a sio ns whe n stric t a d he re nc e  to  a  g uid ing  p rinc ip le  
o r g o a l is no t a lwa ys p ra c tic a l. Uta h Sta te  Co d e  a lso  p ro vid e s 
g uid a nc e  fo r a p p lic a tio n o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. Any inc o nsiste nc ie s tha t 
ma y e xist b e twe e n the  te xt o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n a nd  the  Future  La nd  
Use  Ma p  sho uld  b e  re so lve d  in fa vo r o f the  te xt. 

The  Ge ne ra l Pla n is use d  a s the  p rima ry re fe re nc e  in d e ve lo p ing  
a me nd me nts to  the  City Co d e  a s the  Ge ne ra l Pla n is the  fra me wo rk 
fo r la nd  use  d e c isio ns. It sho uld  b e  re fe re nc e d  b y d e ve lo p e rs, 
a d ministra tive  a nd  p o litic a l b o d ie s o f the  City o f We st Jo rd a n, a nd  b y 
o the r g o ve rnme nta l e ntitie s. The  Ge ne ra l Pla n sho uld  b e  fle xib le  
e no ug h to  a d a p t to  c ha ng ing  c o nd itio ns. It is no t a  sta tic  d o c ume nt 

b ut sho uld  e vo lve  with the  City. 

Cha p te r O ne  
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The  Ge ne ra l Pla n a lso  inc lud e s a  Future  La nd  
Use  Ma p  a nd  o the r ma p s illustra ting  the  
re c o mme nd a tio ns o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. The  

g uid ing  p rinc ip le s, g o a ls, a nd  imp le me nta tio n 
stra te g ie s tie  the  p la n to g e the r, a nd  the  ma p s 
c o nve y the ir find ing s.  

The  re c o mme nd a tio ns o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n 
a re  imp le me nte d  thro ug h sp e c ific  p la ns o r 
p ro g ra ms. 

In fa c t, the  City o f We st Jo rd a n ha s a d o p te d  
se ve ra l o the r p la ns to  ma na g e  d a y-to -d a y 

a nd  lo ng -te rm o p e ra tio na l ne e d s o f the  City. 
So me  e xa mp le s inc lud e  the  fo llo wing : 

• Sa nita ry Se we r Ma ste r Pla n  
• Sto rm Dra ina g e  Ma ste r Pla n 
• Drinking  Wa te r Syste m Ma ste r Pla n 
• Tra nsp o rta tio n Ma ste r Pla n 
• We st Jo rd a n Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, Tra ils a nd  

Op e n Sp a c e  Ma ste r Pla n 
• Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  Pla n (whic h is 

inc lud e d  in this Ge ne ra l Pla n p e r Uta h 
Sta te  Co d e ) 

 
The se  p la ns, a ltho ug h se p a ra te  d o c ume nts, 
a re  p a rt o f a nd  a re  inte rc o nne c te d  with the  
Ge ne ra l Pla n. As a  re sult, the se  d o c ume nts 
sho uld  a lso  b e  c o nsulte d  whe n ma king  
infra struc ture  a nd  o the r ma na g e me nt a nd  
o p e ra tio na l d e c isio ns fo r the  City.  

The se  ma ste r p la ns a re  ro utine ly up d a te d  to  
ke e p  p a c e  with c urre nt c o nd itio ns within the  
City. The  Ge ne ra l Pla n, Future  La nd  Use  Ma p  
a nd  ind ivid ua l ma ste r p la ns sho uld  b e  
c o nsiste nt with e a c h o the r. The  Ge ne ra l Pla n 
a nd  Future  La nd  Use  Ma p  sho uld  b e  
c o nsulte d  whe n ind ivid ua l ma ste r p la ns a re  

up d a te d .   

The  g o a ls a nd  p o lic ie s in the  Ge ne ra l Pla n a re  
inte nd e d  to  ha ve  b ro a d  City-wid e  
a p p lic a tio n, while  the  ind ivid ua l p la ns a re  
mo re  sp e c ific  a s to  ho w the  g uid ing  p rinc ip le s 
o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n a re  to  b e  imp le me nte d . 
Fo r this re a so n, the  mo re  d e ta ile d  g o a ls, 
p o lic ie s, a nd  imp le me nta tio n stra te g ie s 
sho uld  b e  in the  ind ivid ua l ma ste r p la ns ra the r 
tha n in the  Ge ne ra l Pla n whe re  p o ssib le .  

FIG URE 1 .1  

GENERAL PLAN DEVELOPMENT:  
A HISTORY 

https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/s8/2019-SSMP-Report-Final.pdf
https://docs.wjordan.com/Engineering/SDMP.pdf
https://westjordangcc-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/marie_magers_westjordan_utah_gov/EWCzf3Ou8hhOiI_4uCnRDdoB6VNpRgVTJJcaiCQFNx20gg?e=QKsuea
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/ugd/a5f54b_cda4a63d0015489ab7945b4a758a19f1.pdf
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/ugd/41b712_d0872116b55b41e7afefe3a11a1baab5.pdf
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/ugd/41b712_d0872116b55b41e7afefe3a11a1baab5.pdf
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Whe n c o nflic ts e xist b e twe e n the  fo llo wing  
typ e s o f d o c ume nts, the  fo llo wing  hie ra rc hy 
o f d o c ume nts sha ll b e  imp le me nte d : 

1. The  a p p ro ve d  We st Jo rd a n City C o d e  
a nd  Pub lic  Wo rks a nd  Eng ine e ring  
Sta nd a rd s (hig he st le ve l); 

2. The  a p p ro ve d  We st Jo rd a n City Ma ste r 
Pla ns, i.e . Wa te r Ma ste r Pla n, Sto rm Dra in 
Ma ste r Pla n, e tc . (ne xt hig he st le ve l); a nd  

3. The  a p p ro ve d  We st Jo rd a n City Ge ne ra l 
Pla n, inc lud ing  a ll the  e le me nts (c ha p te rs) 
a nd  the  Future  La nd  Use  Ma p  (lo we st 
le ve l). 

The  Ge ne ra l Pla n sho uld  b e  up d a te d  e ve ry 
five  ye a rs, o r a s d e te rmine d  b y the  City 
Co unc il to  ke e p  it c urre nt a nd  re le va nt to  
c ha ng ing  c o nd itio ns within the  City. The  
Ge ne ra l Pla n is a  g uid e  to  d e c isio n-ma king , 
a nd  while  this fo rma t imp lie s tha t the  g uid ing  
p rinc ip le s re p re se nt a  p re fe rre d  c o urse  o f 
a c tio n, the ir use  is no t ma nd a to ry a nd  no  o ne  
g uid ing  p rinc ip le  is b ind ing  o n the  City. The  
City C o unc il ma y a me nd  the  Ge ne ra l Pla n 
with a  ma jo rity vo te . 

Community 
Engagement in General 
Plan Creation 
G e ne ra l Pla n Co mmitte e  

The  Ge ne ra l Pla n Co mmitte e  is a  15-me mb e r 
Co unc il-a p p o inte d  a d -ho c  c o mmitte e  

re sp o nsib le  fo r a ssisting  the  Pla nning  
Co mmissio n in up d a ting  the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. The  
Ge ne ra l Pla n C o mmitte e , whic h a c te d  a s a  
ste e ring  c o mmitte e , p ro vid e d  va lua b le  insig ht 
re g a rd ing  p la nning  issue s a ffe c ting  the  City.  

Surve y 

A surve y wa s c o nd uc te d  in Ma rc h thro ug h 
Ma y o f 2021 to  se e k p ub lic  inp ut o n issue s a nd  
c ha lle ng e s fa c ing  the  City.  

A va rie ty o f q ue stio ns we re  a ske d , with ma ny 
o f the m re la ting  to  re d e ve lo p me nt, jo b  
g ro wth, ho using  a nd  ho using  mix, p a rks a nd  

o p e n sp a c e , tra ffic , a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d  
re vita liza tio n. 

No tic e  to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  surve y wa s p o ste d  
o n the  City a nd  City C o unc il so c ia l me d ia  
a c c o unts. Po stc a rd s we re  ma ile d  to  7,500 
re sid e nts (2,500 p e r zip  c o d e ) a nd  a n 
invita tio n to  p a rtic ip a te  in the  surve y wa s 
inc lud e d  with e ve ry utility b ill. This e ffo rt 
g e ne ra te d  427 re sp o nse s fro m City re sid e nts.  

The  re sp o nse s fro m this sa mp le  o f re sid e nts 

we re  a na lyze d  a nd  inc o rp o ra te d  into  the  
va rio us c ha p te rs o f the  G e ne ra l Pla n whe re  
a p p lic a b le .  

It sho uld  b e  no te d  tha t the  re sp o nse s 

re c e ive d  we re  no t unifo rmly d istrib ute d  a c ro ss 
g e o g ra p hic  re g io ns o f the  City, a s sho wn in 
Fig ure  1.2, a nd  the re fo re  ma y no t b e  fully 
re p re se nta tive  o f a ll re sid e nt inte re sts. 

Pub lic  O p e n Ho use  Me e ting s 

Pub lic  o p e n ho use  me e ting s we re  he ld  o n 

Aug ust 23, 2022 a nd  Aug ust 31, 2022 to  
g a the r p ub lic  c o mme nt o n the  Ge ne ra l Pla n.  

Pub lic  He a ring s  

Pub lic  he a ring s fo r e a c h c ha p te r o f this 
Ge ne ra l Pla n we re  c o nd uc te d  b y the  We st 
Jo rd a n Pla nning  Co mmissio n, while  the  City 
Co unc il he ld  se ve ra l p ub lic  he a ring s fo r the  
e ntire ty o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. 

NORTHEAST 

SOUTHEAST 

NORTHWEST 

SOUTHWEST 

UNKNOWN 

FIG URE 1 .2  

17.8% 

15.9% 

16.1% 

43.5% 

6.7% 

427 Re sp o nd e nts 
SURVEY RESPONDENTS BY AREA 
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Re c e iving  c o mme nts fro m re sid e nts wa s 
e sse ntia l to  the  a d o p tio n o f this Pla n a s it is 
inte nd e d  tha t this Ge ne ra l Pla n b e  use d  a s 
the  p rima ry g uid e  in e va lua ting  a ll la nd  use  
d e c isio ns a nd  a p p ro va ls, a nd  tha t tho se  
d e c isio ns a nd  a p p ro va ls b e  c o nsiste nt with 
this Ge ne ra l Pla n. 

Sustainability 
The  g uid ing  fra me wo rk o f this p la n 

One  o f the  g re a te st c ha lle ng e s o f the  
Ge ne ra l Pla n is e nsuring  the  lo ng -te rm 
e c o no mic , e nviro nme nta l a nd  so c ia l he a lth 

o f the  C ity. Thro ug h a d o p te d  g uid ing  
p rinc ip le s, the  G e ne ra l Pla n he lp s e na b le  the  
re sid e nts o f We st Jo rd a n to  me e t the ir c urre nt 
ne e d s a nd  ma inta in a  fulfilling  q ua lity o f life  
witho ut c o mp ro mising  the  a b ility o f future  
g e ne ra tio ns to  d o  the  sa me . As a  re sult, this 
G e ne ra l Pla n ha s b e e n c re a te d  with a  
fra me wo rk insp ire d  b y susta ina b ility. 

A commonly cited definition of “sustainability” 
c o me s fro m the  Brund tla nd  Co mmissio n 
Re p o rt in 1987, a s p a rt o f the  Wo rld  
Co mmissio n o n Enviro nme nt a nd  
De ve lo p me nt. This c o mmissio n d e fine d  
sustainable development as “…development 
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tha t me e ts the  ne e d s o f the  p re se nt witho ut 
c o mp ro mising  the  a b ility o f future  g e ne ra tio ns 
to meet their own needs.” Consistent with this 
d e finitio n, Uta h Co d e  re q uire s tha t c itie s 
a d o p t a  Ge ne ra l Pla n tha t d e fine s ho w it will 
meet the “present and future needs of the 
municipality….”  

Ec o no mic  o p p o rtunity, so c ia l he a lth a nd  
o p p o rtunity, a nd  e nviro nme nta l ste wa rd ship  
a re  g e ne ra lly c o nsid e re d  the  thre e  ma in 
e le me nts o f susta ina b ility. Ma inta ining  a  
b a la nc e  b e twe e n e a c h o f the se  c o mp o ne nts 
is ke y to  the  lo ng -te rm suc c e ss o f the  C ity. 
Ba la nc e  will b e  d iffic ult to  a c hie ve  witho ut 

first und e rsta nd ing  tha t the se  thre e  
c o mp o ne nts a re  inte rre la te d  a nd  e q ua lly 
imp o rta nt in a tta ining  susta ina b ility. Any 
a c tio n imp le me nte d  in o ne  a re a  will like ly 
ha ve  a  d ire c t o r ind ire c t imp a c t o n the  o the r 
e le me nts. The re fo re , it is imp o rta nt tha t 
d e c isio n-ma king  b e  b a se d  o n a n e q ua l 
b a la nc e  o f the se  fa c to rs. It is imp o rta nt tha t 
no  sing le  c o mp o ne nt d o mina te s a no the r. The  

b a sic  thre e  c o mp o ne nts o f susta ina b ility a nd  
e xa mp le s o f ho w the y a re  a d d re sse d  in this 
Pla n a re  d e sc rib e d  a s fo llo ws: 
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Ec o no mic  
Op p o rtunity 

So c ia l He a lth & 
Op p o rtunity

Economic opportunity is a c c o mp lishe d  b y a llo wing  

fo r b usine ss d ive rsity a nd  fle xib ility in o rd e r to  p ro vid e  
fo r sta b ility d uring  e c o no mic  e b b s a nd  flo ws. 

So me time s it is d iffic ult to  b e  e c o no mic a lly via b le  
witho ut c o mp e ting  a g a inst e nviro nme nta l 
p rio ritie s. Ec o no mic s c a nno t simp ly b e  a b o ut 
fina nc ia l p ro fits. Ra the r, susta ina b ility in a n 
e c o no my re q uire s the  a b ility o f a n o rg a niza tio n, 

c o mmunity, a nd  g o ve rnme nt to  imp ro ve  
sta b ility witho ut sa c rific ing  the  e nviro nme nt o r 
c re a ting  nuisa nc e s o r a d ve rse  c o nd itio ns fo r 
re sid e nts. 
 
Stra te g ie s in this Ge ne ra l Pla n tha t a ssist in 
p ro mo ting  e c o no mic  susta ina b ility inc lud e : 
 
• fo ste ring  a  p o sitive  c lima te  fo r via b le , lo w-

imp a c t d e ve lo p me nts; 
• p ro vid ing  fo r future  b usine sse s in a p p ro p ria te  

lo c a tio ns in the  C ity (i.e ., la rg e  d istrib utio n a lo ng  

e xisting  ra il c o rrid o rs a nd / o r a d ja c e nt to  re g io na l 
a rte ria l stre e ts); 

• ta rg e ting  p ub lic  inve stme nt in a p p ro p ria te  p la c e s to  
he lp  a ttra c t inve stme nt a nd  sup p o rt the  c o mmunity; 

• c re a ting  p a rtne rship s to  he lp  g e ne ra te  jo b s; a nd  

• p ro mo ting  a nd  e nsuring  a  b e tte r q ua lity o f life  whic h ma ke s the  

C ity a  mo re  d e sira b le  p la c e  to  d o  b usine ss.  

Social health and opportunity me a ns tha t re sid e nts ha ve  e q ua l a c c e ss to  jo b s, 

tra nsp o rta tio n, e d uc a tio n, ho using , g o ve rnme nt, a nd  re c re a tio n. So c ia l he a lth a nd  
o p p o rtunity a lso  me a ns p ro te c tio n fro m nuisa nc e s a nd  ha za rd s. Inve sting  in so c ia l 

he a lth a nd  o p p o rtunity sup p o rts the  o the r susta ina b ility c o mp o ne nts o f 
e nviro nme nta l p ro te c tio n a nd  e c o no mic  vita lity.  

Stra te g ie s in this Ge ne ra l Pla n tha t a ssist in p ro mo ting  so c ia l he a lth a nd  
o p p o rtunity inc lud e : 

• e nc o ura g ing  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a ffo rd a b le  ho using ; 
• p ro mo ting  a p p ro p ria te  b uffe ring  b e twe e n re sid e ntia l a nd  no n-

re sid e ntia l la nd  use s; 
• e sta b lishing  g o a ls a nd  po lic ie s tha t e nc o ura g e  a  va rie ty o f ho using  fo r 

d iffe re nt inc o me  le ve ls; 
• lo c a ting  hig h-d e nsity re sid e ntia l a nd  mixe d -use  d e ve lo p me nt ne a r 

p ub lic  tra nsit fa c ilitie s; a nd  
• e q ua lly d istrib uting  re c re a tio na l a me nitie s thro ug ho ut the  C ity. 
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Enviro nme nta l 
Ste wa rd ship  

So c ia l He a lth & 
Op p o rtunity 

Environmental stewardship is a c c o mp lishe d  b y re d uc ing  the  imp a c t o n 

the  la nd  a nd  na tura l syste ms c re a te d  b e c a use  o f huma n a c tivitie s. One  o f 
the  ma jo r c o mp o ne nts to  e nviro nme nta l susta ina b ility is thro ug h the  p rud e nt 

utiliza tio n o f la nd . Gro wth tha t is c o nsiste nt with the  future  la nd  use  
a llo c a tio ns in the  Ge ne ra l Pla n will re sult in re d uc e d  imp a c ts o n the  

e nviro nme nt.  

Stra te g ie s in this Pla n fo r e nviro nme nta l susta ina b ility inc lud e : 

• inc o rp o ra ting  susta ina b le  d e ve lo p me nt c o nc e p ts in the  

Ge ne ra l Pla n; 
• p ro mo ting  p e d e stria n o rie nte d , c o mp a c t a nd  c luste re d  

d e ve lo p me nts; 
• encouraging water conservation and “water-wise” 

la nd sc a p ing ; 
• a llo wing  fo r mixe d -use  d e ve lo p me nts in hig he r d e nsity 

ne ig hb o rho o d s; 

• p ro mo ting  o f infill d e ve lo p me nt a nd  c o mp a tib le  

re -use s in o ld e r ne ig hb o rho o d s;  

• re d e ve lo p ing  a re a s a lo ng  ke y tra nsit 
c o rrid o rs; 

• p ro te c ting  se nsitive  la nd s; 

• p re se rving  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  
a g ric ultura l use s; 

• implementing “smart growth” 
p rinc ip le s  

• p ro mo ting  LEED (Le a d e rship  in 

Ene rg y a nd  Enviro nme nta l De sig n) o r 
simila r b uild ing  c e rtific a tio ns inte nd e d  

to  imp ro ve  p e rfo rma nc e  in e ne rg y 
sa ving s, wa te r e ffic ie nc y, CO2 e missio ns 

re d uc tio n, a nd  imp ro ve d  ind o o r 
e nviro nme nta l q ua lity. 

Guid ing  p rinc ip le s a nd  d isc ussio ns sup p o rting  
susta ina b ility ha ve  b e e n inc o rp o ra te d  
thro ug ho ut this Ge ne ra l Pla n. Fo r e xa mp le , 

the  e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt e le me nt 
a d vo c a te s a ttra c ting  a nd  re ta ining  
b usine sse s to  inc re a se  the  ta x b a se , jo b  
sup p ly, e c o no mic  vita lity, a nd  c o ntrib utio ns to  
the  lo ng -term health of the City’s economy.  
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Me a nwhile , the  e nviro nme nta l e le me nt 
sup p o rts wa te r c o nse rva tio n, imp ro ving  a ir 
q ua lity, a nd  p re se rva tio n o f o p e n sp a c e s tha t 
ha s b o th sho rt a nd  lo ng -te rm b e ne fits to  the  
c o mmunity.  

The  La nd  Use  e le me nt e nc o ura g e s la nd  use  
p a tte rns, urb a n fo rm g uid e line s, a nd  
d e ve lo p me nt sta nd a rd s tha t p ro mo te  mo re  
c o mp a c t mixe d  use  a nd  hig he r inte nsity 

d e ve lo p me nt ne a r tra nsit hub s a nd  
c o mme rc ia l c e nte rs. Imp le me nta tio n o f the se  

p ra c tic e s c o nse rve s e ne rg y, re d uc e s the  
ne e d  fo r p ub lic  infra struc ture  a nd , in g e ne ra l, 
use s the  la nd  mo re  e ffic ie ntly, with re d uc e d  
e nviro nme nta l imp a c t. 

It is re c o g nize d  tha t susta ina b ility will b e  a n 
o ng o ing  c ha lle ng e  fo r e a c h suc c e ssive  
g e ne ra tio n. Ho we ve r, c o ntinua l a d he re nc e  
to  the  g o a ls a nd  p o lic ie s o f this Ge ne ra l Pla n 
a nd  suc c e ssive  p la ns will he lp  e nsure  tha t this 

c o nc e p t is re a lize d .  

FIG URE 1 .3  

GENERAL PLAN CHAPTERS WITHIN 
SUSTAINABILITY FRAMEWORK 

Chapter 2 

Population & Demographics 

Chapter 3 

Growth Management 

Chapter 4 

Urban Design 

Chapter 5 

Land Use 

Chapter 6 

Transportation 

Chapter 7 

Housing 

Chapter 8 

Moderate Income Housing 

Chapter 9 

Environment 

Chapter 10 

Water Use & Preservation 

Chapter 12 

Economic Development 

Chapter 13 

Historic Preservation 

Chapter 11 

Parks, Recreation, Trails and 
Open Space 
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TA BLE 1 .1  

GENERAL PLAN FULFILLMENT OF STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS 

Chapter Name in 

2023 General Plan 

Type of Element: Required, 
Supporting, Optional, or “Other” 

Statutory 
Requirements 

Related Plans, Reports, & Maps 

(Actual or Potential) 

1-Introduction “Other” Element §10-9a-403(3)(g) 5-Year Capital Facilities Plan 

City of West Jordan Strategic Plan 

2-Population & Demographics “Other” Element §10-9a-403(3)(g) City Council Districts Map 

3-Growth Management 
  

Supports Land Use Chapter §10-9a-403(2)(a)(i), 
§10-9a-403(2)(d), & 

§10-2-401.5 

Annexation Policy Plan (Utah Code §10-2-401.5) 

4-Urban Design 

  

Supports Land Use Chapter §10-9a-403(2)(a)(i) & 

§10-9a-403(2)(d) 
TRAX Station Area Plans (Utah Code §10-9a-403.1) 

5-Land Use 

  

1 of 4 Required Elements §10-9a-403(2)(a)(i) & 

§10-9a-403(2)(d) 
Future Land Use Map (Gen. Plan Elem., Ch. 14) 

6-Transportation 

  

1 of 4 Required Elements §10-9a-403(2)(a)(ii) & 

§10-9a-403(2)(e) 
Transportation Master Plan 

Active Transportation Master Plan 

7-Housing 

  

Supports Land Use Chapter §10-9a-403(2)(a)(i) & 

§10-9a-403(2)(d) 
Annual Balanced Housing Reports 

    (WJCC Sec. 13-8-23) 

8-Moderate Income Housing 
(including Strategies) 

1 of 4 Required Elements §10-9a-403(2)(a)(iii), 
§10-9a-403(2)(b), & 

§10-9a-403(2)(c) 

Moderate Income Housing Reports 

    (Utah Code §10-9a-408) 

9-Environment 
  

1 of 4 Optional Elements §10-9a-403(3)(a) Storm Drainage Master Plan 

Sanitary Sewer Master Plan 

10-Water Use & Preservation 1 of 4 Required Elements §10-9a-403(2)(a)(iv), 
§10-9a-403(2)(f) 

Drinking Water System Master Plan 

11-Parks, Recreation, Trails, & 
Open Space 

Part of Public Services & Facilities, 1 of 4 
Optional Elements 

§10-9a-403(3)(b) & 

§10-9a-403(3)(g) 
Parks, Trails, & Open Space Master Plan 

Master Plans for Specific Parks (Veterans, etc.) 
Police Master Plan 

Fire Master Plan 

12-Economic Development 
  

1 of 4 Optional Elements §10-9a-403(3)(d) Economic Development Plan 

  

13-Historic Preservation 

  

Part of Rehabilitation, Redevelop., & 
Conservation, 1 of 4 Optional Elements 

§10-9a-403(3)(c) Rehabilitation and Redevelopment part of 
    Economic Development Plan 

Future Land Use Map 

(Official Map) 
Supports Land Use Chapter §10-9a-407 Zoning Map (Utah Code §§10-9a-501 to -503) 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter2/10-2-S401.5.html#:~:text=No%20municipality%20may%20annex%20an,as%20provided%20in%20this%20section.
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter2/10-2-S401.5.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9A/10-9a-S403.1.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-19215
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S408.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://docs.wjordan.com/Engineering/SDMP.pdf
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/s8/2019-SSMP-Report-Final.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://westjordangcc-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/marie_magers_westjordan_utah_gov/EWCzf3Ou8hhOiI_4uCnRDdoB6VNpRgVTJJcaiCQFNx20gg?e=QKsuea
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/ugd/41b712_d0872116b55b41e7afefe3a11a1baab5.pdf
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9A/10-9a-S407.html
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S501.html#:~:text=A%20land%20use%20authority%20may,use%20regulation%20establishes%20or%20describes.
https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9A/10-9a-S504.html
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POPULATION & 
DEMOGRAPHICS 

In o rd e r to  imp ro ve  q ua lity o f life  a nd  o p p o rtunitie s within the  
community, it is essential to understand changes within the City’s 
p o p ula tio n. 

We st Jo rd a n wa s inc o rp o ra te d  a s a  to wn o n Ja nua ry 10, 1941. The  first 
U.S. Ce nsus ta ke n fo r We st Jo rd a n in 1950 re p o rte d  a  p o p ula tio n o f 
2,107. Sinc e  the  1950 U.S. Ce nsus, the  p o p ula tio n o f We st Jo rd a n ha s 
inc re a se d  o ve r 56 time s to  116,961 in 2020. During  this time  p e rio d , the  

p o p ula tio n o f Sa lt La ke  C o unty inc re a se d  fo urfo ld . A c o mp a riso n o f 
West Jordan’s growth to Salt Lake County’s growth is illustrated in 
Fig ure  2.1. 

 

2,107 3,009 4,221 

27,192 
42,892 

78,174 

103,712 
116,530 

274,900 

383,000 

458,600 

613,500 

726,000 

898,400 

1,029,655 

1,185,238 

FIG URE 2 .1  

WEST JORDAN AND SALT LAKE COUNTY POPULATION GROWTH 

Sources: 2012 General Plan; Moderate Income Housing Plan; Governor’s Office of Planning & Budget, U.S. Census 
Bure au 

Cha p te r Two  
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As illustra te d  in Fig ure  2.2, We st Jo rd a n is the  third  mo st p o p ulo us c ity in Sa lt La ke  C o unty a nd , 
a c c o rd ing  to  the  2020 C e nsus, the  third  mo st p o pulo us c ity in the  e ntire  sta te  o f Uta h.  

Sinc e  the  1990 Ce nsus, We st Jo rd a n ha s se e n a  p o p ula tio n inc re a se  o f 167% o r a n a ve ra g e  
a nnua l inc re a se  o f 5.95%. Co ntinue d  p o p ula tio n g ro wth is e xp e c te d  a s ho using  ne e d s in Sa lt 
Lake County continue to create demands on undeveloped land within the City’s boundaries.  

We st Va lle y 
140,230 

Sa lt La ke  City 
199,723 

We st Jo rda n 
116,961 

Sa nd y 
96,904 

So uth Jo rda n 
77,487 

Millc re e k 
63,380 

Ke a rns 
34,430 

Ta ylo rsville  
60,448 

Dra p e r 
51,017 

Murra y 
50,637 

Mid va le  
36,028 

Co tto nwo o d   
He ig hts 
        33,617 

Ho lla d a y 
  31,965 

Rive rto n 
45,285 

He rrima n 
55,144 

So uth 
Sa lt La ke  
26,777 

Alta  
228 

Brig hto n 
432 

Bluffd a le  
17,014 

FIG URE 2 .2  

SALT LAKE COUNTY MUNICIPALITY POPULATIONS HEAT MAP 

So urc e : 2020 U.S. Ce nsus 

25,000 50,000 75,000 100,000 125,000 150,000 175,000 
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1% 

3% 

 

67% 22% 

2% 

1% 

4% 

FIG URE 2 .3  

WEST JORDAN RACIAL AND ETHNIC MAKEUP 

So urc e : 2020 U.S. Ce nsus 

75% 18% 

2% 

1% 

1% 

1% 

2% 

Ra c ia l & Ethnic  Distrib utio n 

The  la rg e st sing le  ra c ia l g ro up  within We st Jo rd a n is White / Ca uc a sia n. The  g re a te st inc re a se  in 
an ethnic minority population has been in the Hispanic segment of the City’s population as 
sho wn in Fig ure  2.3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ag e  a nd  Ed uc a tio n 

The  me d ia n a g e  o f a  We st Jo rd a n re sid e nt is 32.3 ye a rs o ld  a s c o mp a re d  to  the  me d ia n a g e  in 
Uta h, whic h is 31.2 ye a rs o ld . Ac c o rd ing  to  the  U.S. Ce nsus, 90.6% o f re sid e nts o ve r the  a g e  o f 
25 are high school graduates, and 22.7% have received a bachelor’s degree or higher. Figure 
2.4 illustra te s the  a g e  d istrib utio n o f re sid e nts a nd  the  e d uc a tio n le ve l o f We st Jo rd a n re sid e nts 
o ve r 18 ye a rs o f a g e . 

FIG URE 2 .4  

AGE DISTRIBUTION AND EDUCATION (2019) 
So urc e : On the  Map , U.S. Ce nsus Bure au 
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Ho use ho ld  Inc o me  

We st Jo rd a n fa milie s e njo y a n inc o me  le ve l tha t is hig he r tha n in Sa lt La ke  Co unty a s a  who le  
(Fig ure  2.7). Ac c o rd ing  to  the  2020 U.S. Ce nsus, the  me d ia n fa mily inc o me  in We st Jo rd a n is 
$87,006 c o mp a re d  to  $80,119 fo r a ll o f Sa lt La ke  Co unty. It sho uld  b e  no te d , ho we ve r, tha t p e r 
c a p ita  inc o me  is lo we r in We st Jo rd a n whe n c o mp a re d  to  Sa lt La ke  Co unty ($29,369 vs. 

$35,672). This is a ttrib uta b le  to  the  fa c t tha t the  a ve ra g e  fa mily size  in the  City is g re a te r tha n 
tha t o f Sa lt La ke  Co unty. 

 

Po p ula tio n Pro je c tio ns 

The  2010 Ce nsus re p o rte d  We st Jo rd a n ha d  a  p o p ula tio n o f 
103,712 people. In 2020, West Jordan’s population was over 
116,000 people. It is estimated that West Jordan’s population 
will inc re a se  to  ne a rly 150,000 b y 2040. 

The  fig ure  to  the  rig ht sho ws the  a ntic ip a te d  p o p ula tio n 
inc re a se  fo r We st Jo rd a n thro ug h the  ye a r 2060.  

Po p ula tio n g ro wth ha s p re se nte d  ma ny c ha lle ng e s a nd  
o p p o rtunitie s fo r imp ro ving  the  q ua lity o f life  in We st Jo rd a n 
a nd  will c o ntinue  to  d o  so  fo r the  fo re se e a b le  future ; ho we ve r, 
the  City is c o mmitte d  to  susta ining  its re p uta tio n a s a  fa mily-
frie nd ly a nd  vib ra nt c ity. 

 

So urc e : We st Jo rda n 2012 Ge ne ra l Pla n & 

Mo de ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  Pla n, Go ve rno r's Offic e  

o f Pla nning  & Budg e t, U.S. Ce nsus Bure au. 

FIG URE 2 .5  

WEST JORDAN HOUSEHOLD INCOME (2019) 
So urc e : On the  Map , U.S. Ce nsus Bure au 

2030 

135,253 People 

2040 

149,637 People 

2050 

165,075 People 

2060 

180,050 People 
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GROWTH 
MANAGEMENT 

Cha p te r Thre e  

The  City o f We st Jo rd a n, with a  c urre nt p o p ula tio n o f o ve r 116,000 
p e o p le , ha s d e ve lo p e d  a b o ut 75% o f its a va ila b le  la nd . A g ro wth 
ma na g e me nt c ha lle ng e  is p la nning  infra struc ture  fo r e xp a nsio ns we st 

while  p ro vid ing  c a p a c ity fo r infill a nd  re d e ve lo p me nt o n the  e a ste rn 
ha lf o f the  City. Ho w the se  a re a s d e ve lo p  o ve r time  will d e te rmine  the  
City’s image and desirability as a livable and attractive community. 

The  p a tte rn a nd  e c o no mic s o f g ro wth in the  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y a re  a s 
muc h a  fa c to r o f la nd  a va ila b ility, lo c a tio n o f e mp lo yme nt, sho p p ing , 
a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n p a tte rns a s it is o f the  ind ivid ua l c o mmunity 
a tte mp ts to  d ire c t g ro wth. Ea c h lo c a l g o ve rnme nta l e ntity ha s 
jurisd ic tio n o ve r its sp e c ific  la nd  use  a nd  g ro wth ra te . With re g io na l 
fa c to rs d riving  g ro wth, suc h a s wa g e s, ho using  c o sts, a nd  lo c a tio n o f 
e mp lo yme nt, ind ivid ua l lo c a l g o ve rnme nts e xp e rie nc e  the  imp a c t o f 
the se  fa c to rs in the ir c o mmunity.  
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Ma ny o f the  tre nd s a nd  e c o no mic  fa c to rs 
a ffe c ting  g ro wth in me tro p o lita n a re a s 
na tio nwid e  a re  a lso  b e ing  fe lt in c o mmunitie s 
like  We st Jo rd a n. A fe w imp o rta nt tre nd s a nd  
ind ic a to rs the  City sho uld  ke e p  in mind  a s 
g ro wth ma na g e me nt stra te g ie s a re  
d e ve lo p e d  inc lud e  the  fo llo wing :  

Growth Patterns 

 
Mo st o f the  re sid e ntia l g ro wth in the  City ha s 
b e e n sing le -fa mily re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt. 
During  the  p a st 10 ye a rs, sing le -fa mily 
re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt ha s ste a d ily 
inc re a se d  a nd  muc h o f this g ro wth ha s b e e n 
within la rg e  p la nne d  c o mmunitie s o n the  we st 

sid e  o f the  City. The se  inc lud e  Dry Cre e k 
Hig hla nd s (592 a c re s, 2,960 units), Co p p e r Rim 
(205 a c re s, 732 units) a nd  Wo o d  Ra nc h (635 
a c re s, 3,068 units)  
 

The re  ha ve  b e e n a  numb e r o f multi-fa mily 
re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nts b uilt within the  p a st 
se ve ra l ye a rs, p a rtic ula rly in the  la rg e r 
p la nne d  c o mmunitie s a nd  ne a r lig ht ra il 
sta tio ns. Ho we ve r, g ro wth o f multi-fa mily 
re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt ha s so me wha t 
slo we d  sinc e  the  a d o p tio n o f o rd ina nc e s tha t 
limit the  numb e r o f multi-fa mily d e ve lo p me nts 
in o rd e r to  ke e p  the  ra tio  o f sing le -fa mily 
re sid e ntia l to  multi-fa mily re sid e ntia l ho using  
c o nsiste nt with the  g o a ls o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. 
It is a ntic ip a te d  tha t future  multi-fa mily g ro wth 
will d e ve lo p  p rima rily ne a r lig ht ra il sta tio ns, 
the  Mo unta in Vie w Co rrid o r a nd  within 75-
a c re + p la nne d  c o mmunitie s. 
 
Ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nt ha s a lso  g ro wn 
sub sta ntia lly o ve r the  p a st 10 ye a rs, mo st o f 

whic h ha s o c c urre d  in the  so uthwe st 
q ua d ra nt o f the  City a nd  the  a re a  we st o f the  
a irp o rt. Gro wth o f sma ll ind ustria l 
d e ve lo p me nt ha s re ma ine d  ste a d y, while  a  
sig nific a nt surg e  o f ve ry la rg e  ind ustria l 
p ro je c ts ha s o c c urre d  within the  p a st five  
ye a rs. The se  la rg e  p ro je c ts inc lud e  a n 
Ama zo n d istrib utio n c e nte r, the  Alig ne d  
Ene rg y d a ta  c e nte r, the  VAST d a ta  c e nte r, 
a nd  the  So uth Va lle y Re g io na l O ffic e  Pa rk/
We st Jo rd a n Busine ss Pa rk c o nsisting  o f o ve r 

500,000 sq ua re  fe e t o f le a sa b le  wa re ho use /
o ffic e  sp a c e . 
 
The  c o nstruc tio n o f p ub lic  fa c ilitie s ha s a lso  
surg e d  sig nific a ntly within the  p a st se ve ra l 
ye a rs, a nd  muc h o f this ha s b e e n d rive n b y 
Sa lt La ke  Co unty a nd  the  Jo rd a n Sc ho o l 
Distric t. The  Sa lt La ke  Co unty Pub lic  He a lth 
offices and the District Attorney’s offices were 

1. A major constraint for growth 
located at the western edge of 
the City will be the ability to 
finance needed infrastructure 
improvements.  

2. Future sales tax generation will 
require providing retail 
opportunities close to residential 
areas and employment areas.  

3. New residential growth areas are 
often further from existing 
employment centers. This results 
in longer commute times and 
vehicle miles traveled. However, 
recent advancements in 
communications technology have 
made it possible and relatively 
convenient for some employees 
to work from home, thereby 
reducing or eliminating 
commutes. Addressing traffic 
and air quality will require the 
community to encourage new 
employment opportunities closer 
to residential growth areas and 
employment centers that offer 
work-from-home options to their 
employees. 

4. The quantity, character, and mix 
of housing have a significant 
impact on the future locations of 
employment centers. Housing 
that meets the needs of workers 
wishing to locate near 
employment centers may also be 
a factor. 
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b uilt ne a r We st Jo rd a n City Ha ll, while  the  Sa lt 
La ke  C o unty Pub lic  Wo rks fa c ility wa s b uilt o n 
Airp o rt Ro a d . The  Jo rd a n Sc ho o l Distric t ha s 
b uilt the  ne w Ante lo p e  C a nyo n Ele me nta ry 
Sc ho o l o n 6400 We st, a  la rg e  e xp a nsio n o f its 
b us fa c ility, a nd  ha s re -c o nstruc te d  We st 
Jo rd a n Mid d le  Sc ho o l.  
 
The  City ha s a lso  c o mp le te d  the  c o nstruc tio n 

o f the  We st Jo rd a n Pub lic  Wo rks fa c ility. 
 
Muc h o f the  ne w c o mme rc ia l d e ve lo p me nt in 
the  City ha s b e e n ne a r the  c o rne r o f 5600 
We st a nd  7800 So uth a nd  within Jo rd a n 
La nd ing . The  la rg e st o f the se  p ro je c ts ha s 
b e e n the  24-a c re  Hig hla nd s C o mme rc ia l a nd  
14-a c re  Hig hla nd s La nd ing  c o mme rc ia l 
d e ve lo p me nts o n the  no rthwe st a nd  
no rthe a st c o rne rs o f 5600 We st a nd  7800 
So uth. Othe r infill p ro je c ts within Jo rd a n 
La nd ing  inc lud e  the  re no va tio n o f the  

e nte rta inme nt c e nte r a ro und  the  Cine ma rk 
mo vie  the a te r, the  Rush Funp le x 
e nte rta inme nt c e nte r, Re sid e nc e  Inn, Ba nk o f 
Ame ric a  a nd  the  My Pla c e  e xte nd e d  sta y 
ho te l. 

Re c e ntly, o ffic e  d e ve lo p me nt ha s b e e n muc h 
mo re  te mp e re d  a nd  ha s c o nsiste d  p rima rily o f 
sma ll infill p ro je c ts thro ug ho ut the  City. 
 

Growth Potential 
 
We st Jo rd a n ha s a  size a b le  a mo unt o f 
d e ve lo p a b le  la nd  re ma ining  within its 
b o und a rie s. As o f Ap ril 2021, We st Jo rd a n ha s 
a  to ta l o f 5,295 a c re s o f d e ve lo p a b le  (va c a nt 
o r p a rtia lly va c a nt) la nd , whic h e q ua te s to  
25.6% o f the  to ta l a re a  o f the  City. This a mo unt 
o f la nd  p rima rily c o nsists o f fully va c a nt o r 
p a rtia lly va c a nt p ro p e rtie s, whic h c o mp rise  
56.7% o f the  va c a nt la nd  in We st Jo rd a n. 
Ma ste r p la nne d  c o mmunitie s tha t ha ve  b e e n 
a p p ro ve d  o r a re  c urre ntly und e r re vie w 

c o mp rise  31% o f the  va c a nt la nd . The  
re ma ining  va c a nt la nd  is e ithe r o wne d  b y 
munic ip a l, Sta te  o r Fe d e ra l p ub lic  e ntitie s 
(7.7%) o r is b e ing  he ld  fo r future  p ub lic  utility o r 
ind ustria l b usine ss e xp a nsio n (4.6%).  

FIG URE 3 .1  

DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL MAP 
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Annexation Policy Plan 

Uta h Co d e  § 10-2-401.5 re q uire s munic ip a litie s 
to  a d o p t a n a nne xa tio n p o lic y p la n to  g uid e  
the municipality’s decision whether to grant 
future annexation petitions. The City’s policy 
p la ns ha ve  c ha ng e d  o ve r time  a s the  City 
ha s g ro wn. The  mo st re c e nt Ma ste r 
Anne xa tio n Po lic y De c la ra tio n (Re so lutio n 02-
26) wa s a d o p te d  b y the  City C o unc il o n 

Ma rc h 26, 2002, whic h e xte nd e d  the  
p ro p o se d  We st Jo rd a n Anne xa tio n a re a  we st 
to  the  To o e le  Co unty b o rd e r a s sho wn b e lo w 
in Fig ure  3.2. Fig ure  3.3 sho ws p o ssib le  future  
a nne xa tio ns o f a re a s in Sa lt La ke  Co unty. 

Growth Management 
Vision 

 

We st Jo rd a n strive s to  ma inta in a nd  nurture  a  
ric h p a th thro ug h histo ry, c o ntinuing  to  

inte g ra te  a nd  b a la nc e  the  id e a ls o f its 
humb le  p a st with future  a sp ira tio ns 
e mb le ma tic  o f a  la rg e  c o mmunity. The  City 
a lso  e nd e a vo rs to  c ho o se  its future  b uilt o n a  
se nsib le  a nd  susta ina b le , ye t inno va tive , 
g ro wth stra te g y. 

Pa rt o f this g ro wth stra te g y re c o g nize s the  

ne e d  to  b a la nc e  the  p re se rva tio n o f 
e sta b lishe d  ne ig hb o rho o d s while  
a c c o mmo d a ting  inc re a sing  d e ma nd  fo r a  
wid e  ra ng e  o f ho using  c ho ic e s.  

The  o the r p a rt o f the  g ro wth stra te g y 
inte g ra te s a  se nsib le  a nd  susta ina b le  
c o mmunity while  sup p o rting  a nd  d e ve lo p ing  
a  myria d  o f e c o no mic  o p p o rtunitie s thro ug h 
a  sta b le , va rie d  c o mme rc ia l a nd  ind ustria l 
c o mmunity tha t is sup p o rte d  b y a  vib ra nt, 
e ffic ie nt, a c c e ssib le , a nd  ro b ust 
tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk tha t fa c ilita te s b usine ss 
inte re sts while  e ffic ie ntly mo ving  c itize ns 
thro ug ho ut We st Jo rd a n. 

FIG URE 3 .2  

WEST JORDAN CITY MASTER ANNEXATION PLAN 

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter2/10-2-S401.5.html#:~:text=No%20municipality%20may%20annex%20an,as%20provided%20in%20this%20section.
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FIG URE 3 .3  

POSSIBLE FUTURE ANNEXATIONS: SLCo (2021) 
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It will a lso  b e  imp e ra tive  fo r the  City o f We st 
Jo rd a n to  b a la nc e  g ro wth a mo ng st the  
c o mmunity a nd  b usine ss ne e d s. An id e a l 
b a la nc e  o f re sid e ntia l a nd  c o mme rc ia l 
inte re sts c re a te s a n e q ua l a nd  b e ne fic ia l 
c o ntrib utio n o f b o th e c o no mic  a nd  
c o mmuna l sup p o rt fo r a  c o mmunity tha t will 
thrive  fo r d e c a d e s a s e nvisio ne d  b y the  
o ve ra ll c o mmunity. 

Growth Management 
Strategies 
The  City o f We st Jo rd a n e mp lo ys a  numb e r o f 
to o ls to  ma na g e  the  timing , e xte nt a nd  c o st 
o f ne w g ro wth. Fo re mo st a mo ng  the se  

stra te g ie s a re  te c hniq ue s to  e nsure  tha t ne w 
g ro wth p a ys fo r its fa ir sha re  o f the  c o sts fo r 
p ub lic  imp ro ve me nts a nd  se rvic e s. Amo ng  
c o mmo n g ro wth ma na g e me nt stra te g ie s a re  
fe a ture d  b e lo w. 

Ultima te ly, sma rt g ro wth ma na g e me nt sho uld  
b e  c o st-e ffe c tive , lo g ic a l, a nd  a im to  

ma inta in o r inc re a se  the  q ua lity o f life  fo r 
re sid e nts. 

 

1. Urban growth boundaries or urban 
service limits. The se  a re  ma p pe d  
b o und a rie s de sig na ting  a re a s o f the  
c o mmunity whe re  de ve lo p me nt ma y 
o c c ur. The  timing  a nd  p ha sing  o f 
d e ve lo p me nt into  the se  a re a s is o fte n 
d e sig na te d  a s we ll. 

2. Threshold standards. Sta nd a rd s c a n 
b e  e sta b lishe d  fo r a  va rie ty o f p ub lic  
fa c ilitie s a nd  se rvic e s tha t must b e  
me t to  a llo w d e ve lo pme nt to  
p ro c e e d . De mo nstra tio n tha t a  site  
c a n b e  a d e q ua te ly se rvic e d  b y 
p ub lic  utilitie s b e fo re  a  re zo ning  o r a n 
a me nd me nt to  the  Future  La nd  Use  
Ma p  c a n o c c ur is a n e xa mple  o f a  
thre sho ld  sta nd a rd .  

3. Incentive zoning. This e nc o ura g e s 
d e ve lo p me nt o f c e rta in typ e s, 
a me nitie s, o r d e sig n q ua litie s in re turn 
fo r d e fine d  b e ne fits, suc h a s 
inc re a se d  d e nsitie s. Inc e ntive s a re  
o fte n use d  in d o wnto wn a re a s a nd  
sub urb a n b usine ss c e nte rs to  g a in 
o p e n spa c e , sp e c ia l b uild ing  fe a ture s, 
ta rg e t infill, o r o the r p ub lic  b e ne fits. 

G ro wth Ma na g e me nt Stra te g ie s: 

4. Development exactions. De ve lo p e rs 
ma y b e  re q uire d  to  c o ntrib ute  la nd , 
fa c ilitie s, o r fund ing  fo r c e rta in typ e s o f 
p ub lic  fa c ilitie s tha t ma y o r ma y no t 
serve the developer’s project. 

5. Development impact fees. The se  a re  
mo ne ta ry c ha rg e s impo se d  o n ne w 
d e ve lo p me nt to  re c o up  o r o ffse t a  
p ro p o rtio na te  sha re  o f p ub lic  c a p ita l 
c o sts re q uire d  to  a c c o mmo d a te  suc h 
d e ve lo p me nt with ne c e ssa ry p ub lic  
fa c ilitie s. 

6. Infill Development Zoning. The  C ity 
ha s a d o p te d  a  numb e r o f o ve rla y 
zo ne s tha t e nc o ura g e  d e ve lo p me nt 
o r re d e ve lo p me nt o f va c a nt o r 
und e rutilize d  pro pe rty tha t a re  
surro und e d  b y e sta b lishe d  
d e ve lo p me nt. 

7. Transit-Oriented and Mixed-Use 
Zoning. The  C ity ha s e sta b lishe d  
Tra nsit Sta tio n Ove rla y Distric ts a ro und  
a ll six lig ht ra il sta tio ns within We st 
Jo rd a n. The se  a re a s re q uire  a  hig h 
le ve l o f a rc hite c tura l a nd  site  de sig n 
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while  a llo wing  fo r inc re a se d  de nsity 
a nd  c o nve nie nt a c c e ss to  p ub lic  
tra nsit. At le a st two  o f the se  a re a s 
ha ve  se e n inc re a se d  de ve lo p me nt 
within the  pa st 10 ye a rs, na me ly the  
Jo rd a n Va lle y Sta tio n (3300 We st a nd  
8700 So uth) a nd  the  a re a  a ro und  
G a rd ne r Villa g e . The  c ity ha s a lso  
c re a te d  a  Re side ntia l Ove rla y Distric t, 
whic h a llo ws fo r hig h-de nsity 
re side ntia l d e ve lo p me nt within la rg e  
c o mme rc ia l sho pp ing  c e nte rs to  
fa c ilita te  a  mixe d -use  e nviro nme nt. 

8. Redevelopment Agencies. Lo c a l, 
Sta te  o r Fe d e ra l re de ve lo p me nt 
a g e nc ie s c a n a ssist p o te ntia l 
d e ve lo pe rs with p ub lic / p riva te  
p a rtne rship s o r pro c uring  fund s fo r the  
d e ve lo p me nt o r re de ve lo p me nt o f 
und e rutilize d  pro pe rty o r in ne e d  o f 
re d e ve lo p me nt. 

9. Future Land Use Map. The  Future  
La nd  Use  Ma p  g ra p hic a lly illustra te s 
the  visio n, c o nc e p ts, g o a ls a nd  
stra te g ie s de sc rib e d  in the  g e ne ra l 
p la n in the  fo rm o f e xisting  a nd  

a ntic ip a te d  o r p re d ic te d  la nd  use s. It 
is the community’s guide to future 
p la nning . The  ma p  he lp s to  ma na g e  
g ro wth a s it is use d  b y d e c isio n-ma ke rs 
to  ma ke  la nd  use  a nd  zo ning  
d e c isio ns a nd  to  p la n fo r ne w p ub lic  
infra struc ture  suc h a s ro a d s, p a rks, 
wa te r, se we r, a nd  sto rm d ra ina g e  
fa c ilitie s in a  pre d ic ta b le  a nd  o rd e rly 
ma nne r. 

10. Zoning. Re g ula to ry sta nd a rd s, suc h 
a s zo ning , c o ntro ls the  lo c a tio n, typ e , 
d e nsity a nd  timing  o f de ve lo p me nt 
a nd  is a  c o mmo n to o l use d  b y 
c o mmunitie s to  ma na g e  g ro wth.   

11.Capital Facilities Plan. The  Ca p ita l 
Fa c ilitie s Pla n is a  6-ye a r p la n tha t 
prioritizes the City’s capital projects 
a nd  inc lud e s e stima te d  imp ro ve me nt 
c o sts. Imple me nta tio n o f the  Ca p ita l 
Fa c ilitie s Pla n ma y o r ma y no t a ffe c t 
g ro wth d e pe nd ing  o n fund ing  
a va ila b le  fo r pub lic  infra struc ture . 
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URBAN DESIGN 

Cha p te r Fo ur 

Urb a n d e sig n is a  p ro c e ss tha t is imp le me nte d  b y c itie s a nd  to wns to  
d e ve lo p  a  re la tio nship  b e twe e n p e o p le  a nd  the ir p hysic a l 
e nviro nme nt, with a  g o a l o f the  munic ip a lity b e ing  b o th func tio na lly 

a nd  a e sthe tic a lly p le a sing . Go o d  urb a n d e sig n c a n fa c ilita te  so c ia l 
he a lth a nd  o p p o rtunity. 

Urb a n d e sig n sta nd a rd s a re  usua lly e sta b lishe d  a nd  imp le me nte d  
through a city’s zoning and development ordinances, sign 
re g ula tio ns, site  p la n re vie w, a nd  o the r re vie w a nd  p e rmitting  
p ro c e d ure s. While  d e ve lo p e rs usua lly re ta in the  g re a te st influe nc e  
o ve r the  d e sig n o f the ir p ro je c ts, a  c ity c a n d ire c tly influe nc e  la nd  use , 
a rc hite c ture , o p e n sp a c e , stre e t a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n imp ro ve me nts, 
a nd  la nd sc a p ing  o f p riva te  d e ve lo p me nt thro ug h urb a n d e sig n 
g uid e line s.  

The  g o a ls a nd  p o lic ie s o f the  va rio us e le me nts o f the  We st Jo rd a n 
Ge ne ra l Pla n ha ve  b e e n e sta b lishe d  to  e nc o ura g e  o rd e rly g ro wth 
a nd  d e ve lo p me nt. The  urb a n d e sig n g o a ls, p o lic ie s a nd  sta nd a rd s a re  
the n use d  a s a  to o l to  synthe size  the se  o the r e le me nts a nd  c re a te  a  
c o he sive  fo rm a nd  id e ntity fo r the  City.  

Fo r urb a n d e sig n to  b e  me a ning ful, it must d e fine  the  d e sig n 
o b je c tive s o f the  City a nd  inc o rp o ra te  the  p ro c e ss fo r ma king  
decisions regarding the City’s future character. The process must 
d e te rmine  ho w ind ivid ua l p a rts o f the  c ity inte ra c t to  c re a te  a n 
id e ntifia b le  ima g e  a nd  c ha ra c te r tha t he lp s to  a c hie ve  the  g o a ls a nd  
visio n o f the  c o mmunity. 

The  Urb a n De sig n Ele me nt fo c use s o n thre e  ma jo r a re a s - urb a n fo rm, 
ne ig hb o rho o d  c ha ra c te r, a nd  imp le me nta tio n o f g o a ls a nd  p o lic ie s. 
The  thre e  a re  c lo se ly inte rre la te d  a nd  must b e  c o nsid e re d  within a  
c o mp re he nsive  urb a n d e sig n fra me wo rk. Fo r e xa mp le , initia ting  a n 
o p e n sp a c e  p la n tha t ha s little  re la tio nship  to  o the r urb a n d e sig n 
c o mp o ne nts, suc h a s stre e tsc a p e s, ne ig hb o rho o d s, a nd  linka g e s, will 
d o  little  to  imp ro ve  the  q ua lity o f the  urb a n e nviro nme nt.  
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Urban Form 

The  p hysic a l sha p e  a nd  a p p e a ra nc e  o f a  c ity 
is its urb a n fo rm. This fo rm is d e te rmine d  b y 
to p o g ra p hy a nd  o the r na tura l fe a ture s suc h 
a s rive rs a nd  d ra ina g e s; the  a rra ng e me nt, 
size , sha p e , p a tte rn, visua l q ua lity o f b uild ing s 
o r d e ve lo p e d  a re a s; the  sp a c e s surro und ing  
the m; a nd  the  tra nsp o rta tio n syste m se rving  
the m. While  the  na tura l fo rms o f the  c ity a re  

no t e a sily a lte re d , a  g re a t d e a l c a n b e  d o ne  
with ma n-made elements to enhance a city’s 
e nviro nme nt.  

C ity to p o g ra p hy a nd  na tura l fe a ture s 
o b vio usly ha ve  a  g re a t d e a l o f influe nc e  o n 
its fo rm. So me  p a st d e ve lo p me nt p ra c tic e s 
(e .g . p ip ing  o f c re e ks a nd  d ra ina g e s, 
ve g e ta tio n re mo va l a nd  ma ssive  g ra d ing  o f 
d e ve lo p me nt site s) ha ve  te nd e d  to  e ro d e  a  
city’s relationship to these distinctive natural 
fe a ture s. If this te nd e nc y c o ntinue s, We st 
Jo rd a n ma y lo se  muc h o f wha t ma ke s it 
uniq ue  to d a y.  

An e ffe c tive  urb a n d e sig n p o lic y sug g e sts 
wa ys to  c re a te  a  mo re  e ffic ie nt, a ttra c tive , 
a nd  inte re sting  p la c e  to  live  a nd  visit within 
the  c o nte xt o f wha t is uniq ue  a nd  c ha ra c te r-
d e fining  while  p re se rving  a s muc h o f the  
na tura l to p o g ra p hy in its o rig ina l fo rm a s 

p o ssib le . 

A stro ng  urb a n fo rm is a n imp o rta nt 
e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt to o l. Busine sse s, 
inc lud ing  the  c o nve ntio n a nd  to urism ind ustry, 

a re  a ttra c te d  to  a nd  re ta ine d  b y so und  
urb a n e nviro nme nts. In c itie s thro ug ho ut the  
Unite d  Sta te s, c ity o ffic ia ls, b usine ss 
o rg a niza tio ns a nd  re sid e nts ha ve  e ffe c tive ly 
use d  the ir urb a n e nviro nme nt a nd  fo rm in 
p ro mo ting  the ir c itie s a s g o o d  p la c e s to  wo rk, 
re sid e , a nd  e ng a g e  in re c re a tio na l a c tivitie s. 
The  ma nne r in whic h ne ig hb o rho o d s o f a ll 
typ e s a re  inte rc o nne c te d  b o th func tio na lly 
and aesthetically influences a city’s form. This 
in turn affects a city’s ability to attract and 
re ta in b usine sse s a nd  re sid e nts.  

The  te nd e nc y in a n urb a n d e sig n p ro g ra m is 
to  lo o k a t ind ivid ua l issue s se p a ra te ly ra the r 
tha n a s a n inte rc o nne c te d  ne two rk. La nd  

use , sc a le  o f d e ve lo p me nt, tra nsp o rta tio n 
syste ms, site  d e sig n, p e d e stria n o p e n sp a c e , 
e tc ., a re  a ll ve ry muc h re la te d  to  e a c h o the r 
a nd  must b e  c o nsid e re d  a s a n inte rre la te d  
group which affect the city’s present and 
future  d e ve lo p me nt fo rm a nd  c ha ra c te r.  

West Jordan’s urban design policy must be 
a b le  to  re sp o nd  to  the  e ve r-c ha ng ing  
ma rke tp la c e  a nd  the  spe c ia l c ha ra c te ristic s 
o f d iffe re nt a re a s o f the  City. At the  sa me  
time , ind ivid ua l p ro je c t d e sig ne rs must b e  
a llo we d  to  b e  inno va tive  in d e sig ning  p ro je c ts 
tha t fit the  g o a ls a nd  visio n o f the  c o mmunity 
a nd  ho w it wishe s to  g ro w a nd  d e ve lo p  in the  
future .   

Neighborhood 
Character  
 

We st Jo rd a n fa c e s thre e  p rinc ip a l c ha lle ng e s 
in ma king  the  mo st o f its future : 

 

1. Those areas of the City that already 
meet all expectations and stand out 
as great places within the 
community must be recognized and 
preserved; 

2. Those that do not meet expectation 
must be improved, revitalized, and/
or redeveloped; 

3. Undeveloped open areas to the west 
must be carefully planned and 
guided to reflect the City’s goals 
and objectives related to future 
growth and development.  

 

In p re se rving  ne ig hb o rho o d  c ha ra c te r, the  

term “neighborhood” takes on its broadest 
d e finitio n. Ne ig hb o rho o d s a re  no t just 
re sid e ntia l. We st Jo rd a n a lso  inc lud e s 
c o mme rc ia l, o ffic e , ind ustria l, a nd  e ve n 
e me rg ing  tra nsit-o rie nte d  a nd  mixe d -use  
ne ig hb o rho o d s.  
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Ne ig hb o rho o d  c ha ra c te r is imp o rta nt fo r 
ma ny re a so ns o the r tha n no sta lg ia  o r histo ric  
sig nific a nc e . Pre se rva tio n o f d istinc tive  
b uild ing s he lp s e nsure  the  c o nse rva tio n o f 
uniq ue  c ha ra c te ristic s a nd  c o ntrib ute s to  the  
e sta b lishme nt o f a  se nse  o f p la c e . Fo r the  
d e sig ne r o f ne w b uild ing s, this info rma tio n c a n 
b e  a  va lua b le  re so urc e  fo r ma king  ne w 
b uild ing s fit with e xisting  ne ig hb o rho o d  

character. All of this enhances the city’s 
ric hne ss a nd  p re se rve s a  histo ry o f c ha ng ing  
a rc hite c tura l style s thro ug h the  ye a rs.  

Thro ug h e sta b lishme nt o f d e sig n c o mp a tib ility 
o rd ina nc e s a nd  ma ste r p la ns, p ro p e rty 
o wne rs in sma ll g e o g ra p hic  a re a s a re  g ive n 
a d d itio na l to o ls fo r c o nse rving , re vita lizing , 
a nd  g e ne ra lly up g ra d ing  the ir ne ig hb o rho o d s. 
The  typ e s o f fe a ture s re g ula te d  b y 
c o mp a tib ility o rd ina nc e s ma y inc lud e  ite ms 

suc h a s vie ws, sp e c ific  la nd  use s, a rc hite c tura l 
fo rms a nd  style s, la nd sc a p e  sta nd a rd s, a nd  
site  d e sig n c ha ra c te ristic s. 

Ne ig hb o rho o d s e a c h ha ve  sp e c ia l 
c ha ra c te ristic s tha t d isting uish the m fro m o ne  
a no the r. Attrib ute s suc h a s o p e n sp a c e s link 
a re a s to g e the r a nd  ma ke  the  imp o rta nt 
c o nne c tio ns tha t b uild  c o mmunitie s b y 
b ring ing  p e o p le  to g e the r in a p p e a ling  

p la c e s. Arc hite c ture , b uild ing  p la c e me nt a nd  
d e nsity, o p e n sp a c e s, ve hic le  a nd  p e d e stria n 
c irc ula tio n ne two rks, stre e t d e sig n, a nd  
la nd sc a p e  c ha ra c te r, a mo ng  o the r thing s, 
p la y imp o rta nt ro le s in c re a ting  ne ig hb o rho o d  
c ha ra c te r. An imp o rta nt g o a l o f this Urb a n 
De sig n Ele me nt is to  id e ntify a re a s, fe a ture s, 
and qualities that define West Jordan’s 
c ha ra c te r, a nd  the n b uild  o n the se  e le me nts 
while  p ro mo ting  sma rt d e sig n in ne w a re a s o f 
the  City.  

In summa ry, urb a n fo rm p ro vid e s the  p hysic a l 
struc ture  a nd  fra me wo rk o f stre e ts, b lo c ks, 
d istric ts a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d s tha t e nha nc e s 
c o mmunity c ha ra c te r. G e ne ra lly, urb a n fo rm 
d e a ls with the  la rg e r sc a le  e le me nts o f a  

c o mmunity. Ne ig hb o rho o d  c ha ra c te r fo c use s 
o n the  d e ta ils o f urb a n fo rm a nd  b uild s o n the  
b a sic  fra me wo rk a nd  struc ture , a nd  g o e s 
b e yo nd  to  c re a te  p la c e s tha t a re  sp e c ia l, 
me mo ra b le , e njo ya b le , liva b le , a nd  
a ttra c tive .  

The  Urb a n De sig n Ele me nt is a rg ua b ly the  
mo st imp o rta nt e le me nt o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n 
because it pulls together all of the “big ideas” 
fro m the  o the r e le me nts a nd  me ld s the m into  
a  c o mmo n visio n o f c o mmunity. 

Elements of Urban 
Design 

La nd  Fo rm a nd  Na tura l Fe a ture s  
 
Mo st c o mmunitie s d e ve lo p  a t a  p a rtic ula r 
location because of “the lay of the land” and 
its na tura l a ttrib ute s. This is true  o f We st Jo rd a n. 
The  p io ne e rs tha t fo und e d  the  City d isc o ve re d  
a mp le  wa te r fro m the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  o the r 
mino r c re e ks, a b und a nt fe rtile  la nd  o n ro lling  
hills, a nd  timb e r a nd  o the r ma te ria ls fo r 
b uild ing  o n the  slo p e s o f the  Oq uirrh 
Mo unta ins to  the  we st. The se  fe a ture s a re  still 

e vid e nt a nd  re ma in c ha ra c te r-d e fining .  

The  Jo rd a n Rive r is a n e xc e lle nt e xa mp le  o f a  
ma jo r na tura l fe a ture  tha t is re c o g nize d  fo r its 
b e a uty a nd  its p o te ntia l to  p ro vid e  a n 
imp o rta nt na tura l e nviro nme nt in a n 
urb a nizing  c o mmunity. To d a y, it is a  c ritic a l 
part of West Jordan’s open space system and 
d e fine s the  e a ste rn e d g e  o f the  c o mmunity.  

Sma lle r d ra ina g e s a nd  c re e ks ha ve  the  sa me  
p o te ntia l a s ma jo r la nd  fo rms a nd  sho uld  
b e c o me  e q ua lly imp o rta nt c o nne c tio ns fo r 
p e d e stria n, b iking  a nd  e q ue stria n a c c e ss to  
the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins in 

the  future . Ma ny a re  id e ntifie d  in the  Pa rks, 
Re c re a tio n, Tra ils a nd  Op e n La nd s Ma ste r 
Pla n.  

Just a s imp o rta nt, the  Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, Tra ils 
a nd  Op e n La nd s Ma ste r Pla n id e ntifie s la nd s 
tha t sho uld  b e  p re se rve d  a nd  no t d e ve lo p e d . 
The se , c o mb ine d  with c o mmunity a nd  
neighborhood parks, provide the “green” 
a sp e c ts o f the  o ve ra ll c o mmunity fra me wo rk. 

As the  City d e ve lo p s, ta king  a d va nta g e  o f 
a nd  inc o rp o ra ting  the  re ma ining  c re e ks, 
d ra ina g e s, a nd  se nsitive  la nd s into  the  
e me rg ing  urb a n fo rm o n the  we st sid e  o f the  
City is a n imp o rta nt c o mmunity-wid e  g o a l a nd  

visio n. It is simila rly imp o rta nt to  re e sta b lish 
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the se  sa me  na tura l fe a ture s within d e ve lo p e d  
a re a s. The  va rio us e le me nts o f the  Ge ne ra l 
Pla n a ll sup p o rt this visio n. 

Stre e ts 

All o f the  mo st me mo ra b le  c itie s in the  wo rld  
ha ve  g re a t stre e ts. La rg e  b o ule va rd s a nd  
p a rkwa ys c o nne c t c o mmunitie s. Ma in stre e ts 
a ro und  whic h a  c ity c e nte r is fo rme d  a lso  
c o nne c t ne ig hb o rho o d s. Na rro we r stre e ts 
c o nne c t p e o p le  within a  ne ig hb o rho o d . Ea c h 
stre e t is d iffe re nt in sc a le , func tio n, a nd  
tre a tme nt, b ut a ll e sta b lish the  mo st imp o rta nt 

element of the urban “man-made” aspects 
o f the  c o mmunity fra me wo rk. The  imp o rta nc e  
o f stre e ts a nd  stre e tsc a p e s a s d e fining  
e le me nts in a  c o mmunity c a nno t b e  
o ve re mp ha size d .  

The  2015 Ma ste r Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n id e ntifie s 
a  hie ra rc hy o f stre e ts. This hie ra rc hy 
d e te rmine s ho w the  stre e ts will func tio n, a nd  
whe re  the y sho uld  b e  lo c a te d . The  Urb a n 
De sig n Ele me nt g ive s stre e ts c ha ra c te r a nd  

q ua litie s tha t le sse n the ir ha rshne ss, so fte n 
the ir e d g e s, a nd  ma ke  the m a  p le a sa nt 
e xp e rie nc e  fo r no t o nly ve hic le  o c c up a nts, 
b ut p e d e stria ns, c yc lists a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d  
re sid e nts a s we ll.  

Arte ria l Stre e ts 

Arte ria l stre e ts a re  typ ic a lly no n-hig hwa y 
ro a d s tha t c a rry the  hig he st vo lume s o f tra ffic . 

The se  stre e ts sho uld  ha ve  wid e  p a rk strip s, 
la rg e  stre e t tre e s, c o nsiste nt, c o o rd ina te d  
lig hting  fixture s a nd  stre e t furniture , a nd  
sho uld  inc o rp o ra te  se p a ra te d  b ic yc le  a nd  
p e d e stria n p a ths.  

Arte ria l stre e ts ma y a lso  ha ve  la nd sc a p e d  
me d ia ns. Be c a use  the se  stre e ts a re  o fte n 
wid e  a nd  d iffic ult fo r p e d e stria ns to  
c o mfo rta b ly c ro ss, me d ia ns sho uld  b e  use d  to  
provide a “safe island” while crossing, as well 
a s to  b e a utify the  stre e t, re d uc e  its 
p e rc e p tio n o f wid th, a nd  ma ke  it mo re  
we lc o ming  a nd  c o mfo rta b le  fo r p e d e stria ns.  

Pe d e stria n b rid g e s c a n a lso  b e  inc lud e d  ne a r 
sc ho o ls o r o the r a re a s whe re  p e d e stria n 
c ro ssing s a re  mo re  fre q ue nt to  e nha nc e  

p e d e stria n sa fe ty a nd  c o nve nie nc e . Ma ny o f 
the se  e le me nts a re  inc lud e d  in the  Re d wo o d  
Ro a d  C o rrid o r Ma ste r Pla n, whic h wa s 

a d o p te d  b y the  City C o unc il o n June  14, 
2017. This Pla n wa s d e sig ne d  to  e sta b lish a n 
e nha nc e d  a nd  unifo rm d e sig n fo r the  
stre e tsc a p e  o f Re d wo o d  Ro a d . 

Co lle c to r Stre e ts  

Co lle c to r stre e ts a re  ro a d s tha t ha ve  tra ffic  
inte nsitie s in b e twe e n a rte ria l stre e ts a nd  lo c a l 
stre e ts a nd  g e ne ra lly link the se  ro a d s 
to g e the r. Whe re  the y inte rfa c e  with re sid e ntia l 

ne ig hb o rho o d s, the y sho uld  ta ke  o n mo re  
ne ig hb o rho o d  stre e t c ha ra c te ristic s.  

Whe re  the y inte rfa c e  with c o mme rc ia l/ re ta il 
a nd  mixe d -use  ne ig hb o rho o d s, the y sho uld  
take on more “main street” characteristics 
whe re  it ma ke s se nse . Suc h c ha ra c te ristic s 
ma y inc lud e  b uild ing s c lo se  to  the  sid e wa lk, 
wid e  sid e wa lks a nd  p a rk strip s to  se p a ra te  
p e d e stria ns fro m ve hic le s, und e rg ro und e d  
utility line s, stre e t tre e s, d e c o ra tive  lig hting  

a nd  stro ng  c o rne rs with imp o rta nt b uild ing s.  

Co lle c to r stre e ts will b e  wid e r tha n mo st lo c a l 
stre e ts a nd  c a rry mo re  tra ffic , b ut the y c a n 
a lso  b e  a s inviting  a nd  pe d e stria n frie nd ly a s 
lo c a l stre e ts. 

Lo c a l Stre e ts 

Lo c a l stre e ts a re  the  sma lle st in sc a le  o r the  
na rro we st in wid th, a nd  p rima rily se rve  the  
p e o p le  who  live  in the  ne ig hb o rho o d . Pa rk 
strip s, sid e wa lks, stre e t tre e s, a nd  fro nt ya rd s 
sho uld  b e  the  p rima ry stre e tsc a p e  e le me nts. 

G a te wa ys 

Ga te wa ys p rima rily o c c ur with stre e ts a nd  
c o nstitute  e ntra nc e s in a nd  o ut o f a  c ity, b ut 
ma y a lso  re fe r to  e ntra nc e s into  d istric ts o r 
ne ig hb o rho o d s, o r a  p la c e  o f a rriva l fo r 
a no the r mo d e  o f tra nsp o rta tio n suc h a s a  
TRAX sta tio n o r a  b rid g e  a c ro ss the  Jo rd a n 
Rive r. The y a re  the  first visua l imp re ssio n o f a  
c ity o r ne ig hb o rho o d .  

A g a te wa y o fte n fra me s a  p rinc ip a l vie w, 
p ro vid ing  a  p o int o f id e ntity fro m whic h the  
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vie we r b e g ins to  id e ntify a nd  re me mb e r a n 
a re a . A g a te wa y ma y b e  c re a te d  in ma ny 
d iffe re nt wa ys d e p e nd ing  o n its lo c a tio n a nd  

the  sp a c e  a va ila b le . Whe re ve r it is c re a te d , it 
sho uld  ha ve  so me  c o nsiste nc y in sig na g e , 
ma te ria ls, a nd  d e sig n so  tha t it b e c o me s 
a sso c ia te d  with the  c o mmunity o r 
ne ig hb o rho o d  a nd  e sta b lishe s a n ima g e . 
Prima ry g a te wa ys into  We st Jo rd a n inc lud e :  

• 7000 So uth, 7800 So uth, a nd  9000 So uth o n 
the  e a st sid e ; 

• Re d wo o d  Ro a d , Ba ng e rte r Hig hwa y, the  
Mo unta in Vie w Hig hwa y, a nd  Hig hwa y 
111 o n the  no rth a nd  so uth sid e s o f the  
City; a nd  

• TRAX sta tio ns. 

Vie w Co rrid o rs a nd  Vista s  

A vie w is a  visua l ima g e  ha ving  a e sthe tic  
beauty worth preserving. A “view corridor” 
fra me s a  vie w o f a  b uild ing  o r na tura l fe a ture  
fro m e ithe r a  sho rt o r lo ng  d ista nc e . Vie w 
c o rrid o rs a re  mo st o fte n a sso c ia te d  with 
stre e ts o r p e d e stria n wa lkwa ys. The  b uild ing s 

a d ja c e nt to  the  stre e t o fte n fra me  a  vie w o f a  
p ro mine nt fe a ture  o f a  c ity.  

A vista , o n the  o the r ha nd , sug g e sts a  wid e r 
p e rsp e c tive  o r p a no ra mic  vie w. It ma y 
e nc o mp a ss a n e ntire  c ity, a  sunse t o ve r the  
Oq uirrh Mo unta ins, o r p ro vid e  a  b a c kd ro p  to  
the  c o mmunity suc h a s tho se  p ro vid e d  b y the  
Oq uirrh Mo unta ins to  the  we st a nd  the  
Wa sa tc h Mo unta ins to  the  e a st.  

We st Jo rd a n ha s ma ny vie w c o rrid o rs tha t 
influe nc e  b o th the  urb a n fo rm o f the  City a nd  
the  d e ve lo p me nt c ha ra c te r o f its d istric ts a nd  
c o mmunitie s. Mo re  o f the se  vie w c o rrid o rs will 
b e  c re a te d  a s the  City C e nte r is d e ve lo p e d  
a nd  o p e n sp a c e s a nd  tra ils a re  c o nne c te d .  

Vie w c o rrid o rs o fte n te rmina te  o n a  la nd ma rk, 
whe the r it is a lre a d y the re  o r ne e d s to  b e  
c re a te d . It c o uld  b e  a  histo ric  struc ture , a n 

e xisting  b uild ing  like  City Ha ll, a  ne w b uild ing , 
a  ro und a b o ut, a  la rg e  p ub lic  g a the ring  
p la c e , a  p a rk, o r a ny numb e r o f o the r 
a rc hite c tura l o r la nd sc a p e  fe a ture s. 

Imp o rta nt stre e ts ma y te rmina te  with a  vie w o r 
vista  tha t e sta b lishe s a  la nd ma rk. 

West Jordan’s most important vistas “place” 
the  c o mmunity in a  se tting  a nd  c o nne c t it to  
a  b ro a d e r e nviro nme nt. We st Jo rd a n is a  
va lle y c o mmunity a lo ng  the  Wa sa tc h Fro nt. Its 
re sid e nts a nd  visito rs sho uld  fe e l tha t 
c o nne c tio n a nd  und e rsta nd  whe re  the y fit 
into  the  re g io n. Mo st o f the  imp o rta nt vista s 
a re  to  the  e a st a nd  we st, a nd  the se  c e rta inly 
a re  the  b ro a d e st a nd  ha ve  the  b ig g e st visua l 
imp a c t.  

He ig ht, Sc a le , a nd  Cha ra c te r o f 
Build ing s 

A city’s image is greatly influenced by the 
c ha ra c te r a nd  p la c e me nt o f its b uild ing s. 

Build ing  he ig ht, ma ss, sc a le , ma te ria ls 
se le c tio n a nd  a rc hite c tura l style  sho uld  b e  
p la nne d  a nd  b uilt with c o nsid e ra tio n to  
e xisting  o r future  surro und ing  d e ve lo p me nt.  

Fo r insta nc e , b uild ing s p la c e d  witho ut 
c o nc e rn fo r the ir e ffe c t o n the  stre e t 
e nviro nme nt c o uld  c a st und e sira b le  sha d o ws 
o ve r a  p la za  o r urb a n p a rk. The  fo llo wing  
p o lic ie s ha ve  b e e n d e ve lo p e d  to  stre ss the  
importance of buildings in the City’s character 
a nd  ima g e : 

• Tre a t b uild ing  he ig ht, sc a le  a nd  c ha ra c te r 
as significant features of a neighborhood’s 
ima g e .  

• Co nsid e r tha t fe a ture s o f b uild ing  d e sig n 
suc h a s c o lo r, d e ta il, ma te ria ls, a nd  sc a le  
sho uld  b e  re sp o nsive  to  ne ig hb o rho o d  
c ha ra c te r, ne ig hb o ring  b uild ing s, a nd  the  

p e d e stria n. 

• Ma inta in a  p e d e stria n-o rie nte d  

e nviro nme nt a t the  g ro und  flo o r o f a ll 
b uild ing s.  

• Whe n d e sig ning  p a rking  fa c ilitie s, b a la nc e  

the  ne e d  to  p ro vid e  a d e q ua te  p a rking  
b a se d  o n the  use  o f the  site  while  
minimizing  its visua l a nd  sp a tia l imp a c t. 
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Urb a n Op e n Sp a c e  

Op e n sp a c e  inc lud e s stre e ts, p la za s, sid e  
ya rd s, c o urts, p a rks, a rc a d e s, ya rd  a re a s, a nd  
va c a nt la nd . The  Jo rd a n Rive r Pa rkwa y a nd  
the  mo unta in c a nyo ns to  the  we st a re  
a p p e a ling  o p e n sp a c e  a me nitie s a va ila b le  
to  We st Jo rd a n re sid e nts. The re  a re  a lso  ma ny 
unta p p e d  o p e n sp a c e  re so urc e s in the  City 
inc lud ing  sc ho o l site s, na tura l d ra ina g e  
c ha nne ls a nd  c a na l c o rrid o rs, e tc ., whic h 
ma y ha ve  a d d itio na l o p e n sp a c e  p o te ntia l. 

Id e a lly, o p e n sp a c e s in a n urb a n 
e nviro nme nt sho uld  o ffe r a  wid e  ra ng e  o f 
e xp e rie nc e s fo r use rs, fro m mo unta in tra ils to  
a n urb a n p la za  in the  City Ce nte r.  

While  the  sp a c e s tha t a re  p ro vid e d  a re  
imp o rta nt, it is e q ua lly imp o rta nt to  p ro vid e  
p e d e stria n ne two rks to  link tho se  sp a c e s 
to g e the r. To  imp ro ve  e xisting  p e d e stria n 
c irc ula tio n fa c ilitie s a nd  p ro vid e  ne w a nd  
stimula ting  p e d e stria n e xp e rie nc e s fo r the  

future , we  must p la n fo r the m to d a y.  

De sig n p rinc ip le s suc h a s inte g ra ting  g ro und  
flo o r use s into  p e d e stria n ne two rks, using  
a rc hite c ture  to  d e fine  a  sp a c e , a nd  using  
ma te ria ls within the  sp a c e  tha t a re  
c o mp a tib le  with surro und ing  a rc hite c ture  
sho uld  b e  c a re fully c o nsid e re d  in the  d e sig n 
a nd  d e ve lo p me nt o f p ub lic  sp a c e s in a n 
urb a n e nviro nme nt.  

Urb a n sp a c e s sho uld  a lso  b e  d e sig ne d  to  
invite  a nd  we lc o me  p e o p le  into  the m a nd  to  
se rve  a s g a the ring  p la c e s. Ca re  sho uld  a lso  
b e  ta ke n a t the  c o nc e p t le ve l to  d e sig n the  

p la c e me nt a nd  inte g ra tio n o f usa b le  o p e n 
sp a c e s in c e ntra l a re a s tha t a re  e a sily 
a c c e ssib le  to  the  g e ne ra l p ub lic , ra the r tha n 
p la c ing  the m ne a r the  fring e s a s a n 
a fte rtho ug ht. 

Sig ns 

Sig ns a re  a n inte g ra l e le me nt in the  urb a n 
fa b ric  o f the  City. The y c o ntrib ute  to  the  
c ha ra c te r o f d iffe re nt a re a s a nd  a re  o fte n a  
ma jo r p ro mine nt id e ntifying  fe a ture . Mo st 
sig ns in We st Jo rd a n a re  o rie nte d  to  the  stre e t 
le ve l e nviro nme nt whic h he lp s ma ke  

b uild ing s a nd  la nd  fe a ture s the  fo c us ra the r 
tha n sig ns. This no t o nly he lp s to  ma inta in the  
ind ivid ua lity a nd  q ua lity o f b uild ing s, b ut it a lso  

e nha nc e s vie ws a nd  vista s. It is imp o rta nt to  
ma inta in this b a la nc e  b e twe e n the  ne e d  fo r 
b usine sse s to  id e ntify the mse lve s a nd  to  
a d ve rtise  the ir p ro d uc ts, a s we ll a s the  p ub lic  
p urp o se  o f c re a ting  a nd  ma inta ining  a n 
o rd e rly a nd  a ttra c tive  urb a n e nviro nme nt. 
The re fo re , the  p urp o se  fo r e sta b lishing  a nd  
up d a ting  a ny sig n sta nda rd s fo r the  City 
sho uld  b e  to : 

• Pro vid e  a mp le  o p p o rtunitie s fo r b usine sse s 

to  a d ve rtise  p ro d uc ts a nd  se rvic e s witho ut 
ha ving  a  d e trime nta l e ffe c t o n the  
a e sthe tic s o f the  c o mmunity. 

• Co nsid e r sig n d e sig n a nd  lo c a tio n a s a n 
inte g ra l p a rt o f a ll d e ve lo p me nt, no t a s a n 
a fte r-tho ug ht. 

• Ensure  tha t g o ve rnme nt-sp o nso re d  

sig na g e  se ts a  p o sitive  e xa mp le . 

• Re g ula te  the  size  a nd  lo c a tio n o f a ll sig ns 

so they do not detract from the City’s 
p o sitive  a p p e a ra nc e  no r imp e d e  the  
sa fe ty o f ve hic le s a nd  p e d e stria ns.  

• Pro p e rly ma na g e  the  d e nsity o f sig na g e  to  
reduce visual “clutter” and avoid an 
o ve rly d istra c ting  urb a n e nviro nme nt. 

La nd  Use  Buffe rs  

Buffe rs a re  use d  to  mitig a te  the  ne g a tive  
e ffe c ts o f a  la nd  use  o r a c tivity o n a n 
a d ja c e nt la nd  use  o f le ss inte nsity. The y ma y 
b e  c re a te d  thro ug h la nd sc a p ing , d ista nc e , 
b e rms, fe nc e s, a nd / o r b uild ing  o rie nta tio n. 
Buffe rs, whe n use d  a p p ro p ria te ly, imp ro ve  the  
living  a nd  wo rking  e nviro nme nt a nd  he lp  
mitig a te  ne g a tive  imp a c ts b e twe e n d issimila r 
la nd  use s a nd  a sso c ia te d  nuisa nc e s suc h a s 
d irt, litte r, no ise , lig ht g la re , sig ns, a nd  unsig htly 
b uild ing s.  

Art in Pub lic  Pla c e s  

Art in p ub lic  p la c e s is no t a  ne w c o nc e p t. 
Virtua lly e ve ry c ity ha s so me  fo rm o f p ub lic ly 
d isp la ye d  a rt. The  a rt ma y b e  lo c a te d  in 
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p la za s, p a rks, stre e t c o rne rs, tra nsit sto p s, 
sc ho o l ya rd s, a nd  b uild ing  lo b b ie s. It ma y b e  
a n inte g ra te d  fe a ture  o f a  b uild ing  o r site  o r it 

ma y b e  c o mp le te ly ind e p e nd e nt.  

Be c a use  a rt in p ub lic  p la c e s is so  visib le , it 
can be valuable in shaping a neighborhood’s 
c ha ra c te r. It le nd s inte re st to  the  se tting  a nd  
c a n p o rtra y a  p a rtic ula r ima g e  o f a  b usine ss, 
d istric t o r c ity. Artwo rk no t o nly he lp s e nha nc e  
the image of a particular facility, but a city’s 
ima g e  a s we ll. Art c a n a lso  sho wc a se  the  
d ive rsity o f the  c ity a nd  p ro vid e  a n inc lusive  
a nd  c re a tive  o utle t fo r a ll o f its re sid e nts. 

The  City sho uld  e nc o ura g e  g re a te r e mp ha sis 
o n visua l a rts in p ub lic  sp a c e s. During  the  p a st 
fe w ye a rs, the  City ha s c o nstruc te d  a  sta tue  
ne a r the  ma in e ntra nc e  to  City Ha ll a nd  Sa lt 
La ke  C o unty ha s p ro vid e d  a  sc ulp ture  ne a r 
the  We st Jo rd a n Lib ra ry a nd  the  Distric t 
Attorney’s office building.  

The  City sho uld  a lso  c o nsid e r wa ys to  a ssist 

d e ve lo p e rs in p ro vid ing  a rtwo rk fo r p riva te ly 
fina nc e d  d e ve lo p me nts. This wo uld  inc lud e  
he lp ing  the m find  a rtists to  c re a te  the  wo rk, 
a nd  fund s, thro ug h a rt g ra nts o r o the r so urc e s, 
to  he lp  fina nc e  it. The  City sho uld  a lso  
c o nsid e r insta lling  a rt o n p ro p e rty tha t it o wns, 
suc h a s ne ig hb o rho o d  p a rks (e .g . p la y 
e q uip me nt c a n o fte n func tio n a s sc ulp ture ), 
p ub lic  p la za s a nd  o the r p ub lic  g a the ring  
sp a c e s. The  City sho uld  e nc o ura g e  C o unty 
a nd  Sta te  a g e nc ie s to  p ro vid e  p ub lic  a rt a t 

sc ho o ls, lib ra rie s a nd  tra nsit sta tio ns.  

Art c o mp e titio ns a re  o fte n a n e xc e lle nt wa y 
to  p ub lic ize  a  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  ma ke  the  
p ub lic  a wa re  o f the  visua l a rts. An a rt 

c o mp e titio n p ro g ra m to  a ssist d e ve lo p e rs a nd  
p ro p e rty o wne rs in p ro c uring  a rt p ie c e s fo r 
p ub lic  d isp la y c o uld  a lso  b e  b e ne fic ia l to  
p ub lic ly fina nc e d  p ro je c ts a nd  a llo w the  
p ub lic  to  b e  invo lve d  in the  se le c tio n p ro c e ss.  

The  C ity Ce nte r  

The  La nd  Use  Ele me nt o f this Pla n, Cha p te r 5, 
re c o mme nd s d e ve lo p me nt o f a  City Ce nte r 
in the  g e ne ra l vic inity o f the  inte rse c tio n o f 
7800 So uth a nd  Re d wo o d  Ro a d . De sig n 

e le me nts tha t sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d  fo r the  
City Center include establishing a “street 
wall” (bringing buildings closer to the street to 
c re a te  a  c o ntinuo us, b ut va rie d , a rc hite c tura l 
fa ç a d e ), c re a ting  a  p e d e stria n-frie nd ly mixe d -
use  e nviro nme nt, e nha nc ing  visua l inte re st 
a nd  func tio na lity a t the  p e d e stria n sc a le  a nd  
p ro vid ing  p ub lic  sp a c e s thro ug ho ut the  a re a . 

The  stre e t wa ll c o nc e p t (lo c a ting  b uild ing s 
ne xt to  stre e ts with p a rking  a re a s b e hind  the  
b uild ing s) is a  ma jo r urb a n d e sig n e le me nt in 
the  d e ve lo p me nt o f a  City Ce nte r. A stro ng  
stre e t wa ll he lp s fa c ilita te  the  se nse  o f b e ing  in 
the  c o mme rc ia l c e nte r o f a  c ity a nd  
e sta b lishe s the  c ha ra c te r o f a n a uthe ntic  
“downtown”. The street wall can be used to 
c re a te  a  p le a sa nt c o ntra st to  surro und ing  
sub urb a n re sid e ntia l a re a s a nd  sho p p ing  
c e nte rs. A stro ng  stre e t wa ll he lp s fa c ilita te  

p e d e stria n c irc ula tio n a s we ll a s p ro vid e  a  
se nse  o f sp a c e  a nd  sc a le  uniq ue  to  the  City 
Ce nte r a nd  e sta b lishe s a  stro ng  re la tio nship  
b e twe e n stre e ts a nd  b uild ing s.  

Pub lic  sp a c e  within the  City Ce nte r must b e  
tho ug htfully lo c a te d  a nd  its c ha ra c te r must 
b e  c o mp a tib le  with the  d istric t. Pub lic  sp a c e s 
sho uld  ta ke  the ir fo rm fro m the  b uild ing s 
a ro und  the m, a nd  ma te ria ls use d  sho uld  b e  in 

ha rmo ny with tho se  b uild ing s. The se  sp a c e s 
sho uld  a lso  b e  d e sig ne d  to  b e  uniq ue  a nd  
p o sitive ly e ng a g ing  in o rd e r to  a ttra c t p e o p le  
to  the  sp a c e  a nd  to  fa c ilita te  a  me mo ra b le  
e xp e rie nc e . 

Tra nsit O rie nte d  
De ve lo p me nt  

The  La nd  Use  Ele me nt o f this Pla n, Cha p te r 5, 
re c o mme nd s tha t a re a s within o ne -q ua rte r 
mile  o f a  tra nsit sta tio n b e  d e sig ne d  using  

p rinc ip le s o f tra nsit-o rie nte d  d e ve lo p me nt. 
The se  p rinc ip le s inc lud e  c re a ting  c o mp a c t 
d e ve lo p me nt tha t inc lude s a  d ive rsity a nd  mix 
o f use s a nd  p e d e stria n-frie nd ly d e sig n. De sig n 
e le me nts tha t sho uld  b e  inc o rp o ra te d  into  a  
tra nsit-o rie nte d  d e ve lo p me nt inc lud e  a  
c o mp le te  ne two rk o f b ike  a nd  p e d e stria n 
p a ths tha t e nha nc e  a c c e ssib ility, c o mfo rt, 
c o nve nie nc e  a nd  visua l inte re st. 
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Ha ving  a n inte rc o nne c te d  ne two rk o f b ike  
la ne s, sid e wa lks a nd  p e d e stria n p a ths is 
e sse ntia l to  c re a ting  a  pe d e stria n-frie nd ly 
tra nsit-o rie nte d  d e ve lo p me nt, a s the  p rima ry 
p urp o se  o f this ne two rk is to  e nc o ura g e  
p e o p le  to  wa lk, b ike  o r use  p ub lic  
tra nsp o rta tio n inste a d  o f re lying  so le ly o n 
a uto mo b ile s fo r tra ve l. Suc h a  ne two rk sho uld  
p ro vid e  c o nve nie nt a nd  e ffic ie nt ro ute s o f 

tra ve l thro ug ho ut the  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  b e  
suffic ie ntly wid e  in o rd e r to  a c c o mmo d a te  
c yc lists a nd  p e d e stria ns e q ua lly. Ma in 
e ntra nc e s to  b uild ing s sho uld  b e  p la c e d  a s 
c lo se ly a s p o ssib le  to  the se  p a ths fo r 
c o nve nie nt a c c e ss. Suffic ie nt lig hting  a lo ng  
p a thwa ys a nd  a t stre e t inte rse c tio ns sho uld  
a lso  b e  p ro vid e d  to  e nha nc e  sa fe ty a nd  
se c urity fo r nig httime  use .  

The  inc lusio n o f re sting , sha d e , e xe rc ise  o r 

wa ste  re c e pta c le  a me nitie s a lo ng  sid e wa lks 
a nd  p a thwa ys a nd  the  imp le me nta tio n o f 
visua l inte re st a t the  p e de stria n sc a le  c a n a lso  
furthe r e nha nc e  the  p e de stria n e xp e rie nc e  
a nd  e nc o ura g e  p e o p le  to  wa lk, b ike  o r use  
tra nsit. Suc h fe a ture s c o uld  inc lud e  d ura b le  
a nd  a e sthe tic a lly uniq ue  b ike  ra c ks, se c ure  
b ike  lo c ke rs, ind o o r b ike  sto ra g e  ro o ms, b ike  
tire  p ump / re p a ir sta tio ns, d rinking  fo unta ins, 
sha d e d  b e nc he s, sho we r a nd  lo c ke r fa c ilitie s 
o r o the r simila r a me nitie s. 

Crime  Pre ve ntio n Thro ug h 
Enviro nme nta l De sig n 
(C PTED)  

In the  2021 c o mmunity p re fe re nc e  surve y, 
80% o f re sp o nd e nts ind ic a te d  tha t sa fe ty a nd  
se c urity wa s ve ry imp o rta nt to  the ir q ua lity o f 
life  in We st Jo rd a n. While  ma ny o f the  a sp e c ts 
o f se c urity a re  ha nd le d  thro ug h la w 
e nfo rc e me nt, urb a n d e sig n c a n a lso  a id  in 

p re ve nting  c rime  a nd  e nha nc ing  se c urity 
thro ug h Crime  Pre ve ntio n Thro ug h 
Enviro nme nta l De sig n (C PTED) p rinc ip le s.  

Crime  Pre ve ntio n Thro ug h Enviro nme nta l 
De sig n is b a se d  o n a  the o ry tha t g o o d  d e sig n 
a nd  e ffe c tive  use  o f the  b uilt e nviro nme nt will 
re sult in a  re d uc tio n in the  inc id e nc e  a nd  fe a r 
o f c rime , a nd  a n imp ro ve me nt in the  q ua lity 

o f life . In o the r wo rd s, if a  site  is la id  o ut we ll 
a nd  p e o p le  a re  a ttra c te d  to  it, the  like liho o d  
o f it b e ing  ta rg e te d  fo r a  c rime  ma y b e  
re d uc e d .  

Crime  p re ve ntio n a ntic ipa te s, re c o g nize s, 
a nd  e va lua te s c rime  risk a nd  initia te s a c tio n 
to  re mo ve  o r re d uc e  risk. CPTED ta ke s c rime  

p re ve ntio n o ne  ste p  furthe r b y e va lua ting  site  
d e sig n a nd  wo rking  with the  d e ve lo p me nt 
c o mmunity a nd  p ub lic  d e ve lo p me nt 
a g e nc ie s to  c re a te  sa fe r d e sig ns in ne w a nd  
e xisting  d e ve lo p me nts.   

CPTED is wid e ly a p p lie d  to  ind ivid ua l 
b usine sse s, sho p p ing  c e nte rs, a nd  ind ustria l/
c o mme rc ia l p a rks, a s we ll a s to  re sid e ntia l 
a re a s, sc ho o ls, institutio ns, p a rks, a nd  
p la yg ro und s. It is mo st e ffe c tive  whe n 
p e rfo rme d  a s a  c o o p e ra tive  e ffo rt b e twe e n 
d e sig ne rs (e .g . a rc hite c ts, la nd sc a p e  
a rc hite c ts, e ng ine e rs), la nd  ma na g e rs (e .g . 
p a rk ma na g e rs), c o mmunity a c tio n 
o rg a niza tio ns (e .g . ne ig hb o rho o d  wa tc h 
g ro up s), a nd  la w e nfo rc e me nt. C o o p e ra tio n 
a nd  p a rtne rship  a re  ne e d e d  sinc e  e a c h 
g ro up  is no t e q ua lly e q uip p e d  to  a p p ly CPTED 
b ut e a c h ha s a  uniq ue  kno wle d g e  whic h 
ma ke s the m a n imp o rta nt info rma tio n so urc e  
fo r c re a ting  e ffe c tive  CPTED stra te g ie s. 

Co mb ine d , the se  g ro up s c a n d e ve lo p  ho listic  
p la ns tha t influe nc e  o ffe nd e r b e ha vio r while , 
a t the  sa me  time , c re a ting  d e sira b le  urb a n 
sp a c e s to  he lp  p e o p le  fe e l sa fe  in the ir 
ne ig hb o rho o d s.  

Princ ip le s o f CPTED  

CPTED p rinc ip le s inc lud e  na tura l surve illa nc e , 
na tura l a c c e ss c o ntro l, te rrito ria lity, 
ma inte na nc e , a c tivity sup p o rt, a nd  o rd e r 
ma inte na nc e .  

Na tura l surve illa nc e  is fa c ilita te d  b y 
o rg a nizing  p hysic a l fe a ture s, a c tivitie s, a nd  

space to maximize visibility. In other words, “to 
see and be seen.” This includes lighting of 
p ub lic  sp a c e s a nd  wa lkwa ys a t nig ht, 
a vo id ing  he d g e s a nd  wa lls tha t ma y b e  
b a rrie rs to  visib ility, a nd  e limina ting  o the r 
“hiding places.” Surveillance puts the 
o ffe nd e r und e r the  thre a t o f b e ing  o b se rve d , 
a nd  the re fo re  id e ntifie d  a nd  a p p re he nd e d . 
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Na tura l surve illa nc e  c a n b e  ve ry sub tle .  

Na tura l a c c e ss c o ntro l me a ns c a re fully 
p la c ing  e ntra nc e s a nd  e xits in p ro p e r re la tio n 
to  fe nc ing , la nd sc a p ing , b uild ing s, a nd  
lig hting  to  ma ke  the se  p o ints o f ing re ss/ e g re ss 
e a sily id e ntifia b le . Fo r le g itima te  use rs, a c c e ss 
c o ntro l he lp s to  visua lly d e fine  the  d e sire d  

e ntra nc e , p ro vid e s a  me a ns o f find ing  the  
sa fe st a c c e ss o r e xit, a nd  le a ve s the  c rimina l 
with fe w o ptio ns fo r e sc a p e  tha t a re  no t 
b e ing  use d  o r o b se rve d .  

Te rrito ria lity ha p p e ns whe n p e o p le  ta ke  
o wne rship  a nd  c o nsid e r a  p la c e  the ir o wn. 
Te rrito ria lity sug g e sts tha t p e o p le  ha ve  a n 
inna te  d e sire , o r e ve n a  c o mp ulsio n, to  
p ro te c t o r d e fe nd  sp a c e  whic h the y o c c up y. 
The  e xte nt to  whic h so me o ne  will d e fe nd  
te rrito ry d e p e nd s o n the ir p e rso na l inve stme nt 
in o r re sp o nsib ility fo r tha t te rrito ry. We ll-
d e sig ne d  p la c e s tha t p e o p le  o c c up y a nd  
e njo y b e c o me  the ir o wn; the y use  the m a nd  
d e fe nd  the m.  

Ma inte na nc e  re p re se nts a nd  d e mo nstra te s 
re sp e c t, c a ring , a nd  o wne rship . It p re ve nts 
re d uc tio n o f visib ility fro m o ve rg ro wn 
ve g e ta tio n o r b ro ke n lig hting . Sp a c e s tha t a re  
we ll-ma inta ine d  c re a te  a  p e rc e p tio n o f 

o wne rship  a nd  sa fe ty, whe re a s unp a inte d  
ho me s, g ra ffiti, litte r, b ro ke n g la ss, a nd  
dumping on vacant lots all say “no one cares, 
so why should I?” and compromise feelings of 
o wne rship  a nd  sa fe ty.  

Ac tivity sup p o rt invo lve s p la c ing  na tura l 
a c tivitie s in a n a re a  a t a p p ro p ria te  time s to  
inc re a se  surve illa nc e  a nd  e nha nc e  a c c e ss 
c o ntro l. Ac tivity sup p o rt stra te g ie s invo lve  

lo c a ting  sa fe  o r a t-risk a c tivitie s in suc h a  wa y 
a s to  e nha nc e  o r re c e ive  sup p o rt fro m the  
o the r CPTED p rinc ip le s. In the se  situa tio ns, 
o b se rva tio n b y p e o p le  is c a sua l a nd  no rma lly 
ve ry sub tle  witho ut a  sp e c ific  p la n to  wa tc h 
fo r und e sira b le  b e ha vio r. Fo r e xa mp le , 
p la c ing  a  stre e t ve nd o r se lling  ho t d o g s a t a  
ke y inte rse c tio n will p ro vid e  a c tivity tha t 
d isc o ura g e s ina p p ro p ria te  b e ha vio r while  

inc re a sing  le g itima te  a c tivity.  

Ord e r ma inte na nc e  re fe rs to  p ro mp t 
id e ntific a tio n a nd  a tte ntio n to  mino r o r no n-
c rimina l a c ts. Lo ite ring , litte ring , g ra ffiti, 
excessively noisy people or “boom boxes,” 
sp e e d ing  ve hic le s, ille g a l p a rking , p ub lic  
d runke nne ss, a nd  o the r d iso rd e rly b e ha vio rs 
o ffe nd  a nd  frig hte n p e o p le  a wa y. Pub lic  
sp a c e s a re  the n vulne ra b le  to  e ve n mo re  
o ffe nsive  c rimina l a c ts. Q uic k a tte ntio n to  

minor violations essentially “nips it in the bud” 
a nd  re d uc e s the  p o ssib ility o f inc re a se d  
c rime .  

CPTED re vie w a nd  e va lua tio n sho uld  b e  a n 
e sse ntia l p a rt o f a ll p ub lic  sp a c e  d e sig n. It 
c a n me a n the  d iffe re nc e  b e twe e n a  
suc c e ssful sp a c e  a nd  o ne  tha t is 
una c c e p ta b le . It is a  p ro a c tive  ste p  in 
c re a ting  g re a t p ub lic  spa c e s. 

In c o nc lusio n, g o o d  urb a n d e sig n d e ve lo p s a  
p o sitive  re la tio nship  b e twe e n re sid e nts a nd  
the ir e nviro nme nt b y inc re a sing  sa fe ty, so c ia l 
he a lth, a nd  o p p o rtunity. Effe c tive  urb a n 

design also maintains the City’s reputation as 
a  fa mily-frie nd ly, vib ra nt g ro wing  c ity. 

URBAN DESIGN GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Strengthen the identity and image of the City of West Jordan 

Support neighborhoods and developments of character 

Create a city center that exemplifies a high level of urban design 
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LAND USE 

Cha p te r Five  

The  p urp o se  o f the  La nd  Use  Ele me nt is to  e sta b lish a nd  d e fine  the  
d e sire d  c ha ra c te r a nd  a p p ro p ria te  lo c a tio n o f a ll future  la nd  use s 
within the  City. This is a c c o mp lishe d  b y e sta b lishing  g uid e line s fo r the  
d istrib utio n, lo c a tio n, a nd  c ha ra c te r o f future  la nd  use  d e ve lo p me nt. 
A la nd  use  p la n is tra d itio na lly c o mp o se d  o f a  future  la nd  use  ma p  
a nd  d e ta ile d  te xtua l d e sc rip tio n in the  Ge ne ra l Pla n itse lf.  

The  p urp o se  o f the  Future  La nd  Use  ma p  is to  c o mmunic a te  the  

g e o g ra p hic  d istrib utio n a nd  c o ve ra g e  o f va rio us la nd  use s, while  the  
te xtua l e le me nt o f the  p la n is me a nt to  d e fine  the  use  c la ssific a tio ns 
a nd  suffic ie ntly c o mmunic a te  the  ma nne r in whic h d e ve lo p me nt 
sho uld  o c c ur.  

The  p rima ry g o a l in d e te rmining  future  la nd  use s is to  d e te rmine  
d e ve lo p me nt p a tte rns whic h b uild  up o n a lre a d y e xisting  a nd  
e sta b lishe d  p a tte rns. It is a lso  me a nt to  p ro vid e  fo r e ffe c tive , e ffic ie nt, 
a p p ro p ria te , a nd  susta ina b le  use s o f la nd  in a  wa y tha t p ro mo te s 
c o mp a tib ility b e twe e n tho se  use s a nd  ma inta ins the  g o a ls o f the  
Ge ne ra l Pla n.  

Existing  Co nd itio ns 

Ap p ro xima te ly 5,300 a c re s o f la nd , in who le  o r in p a rt, in We st Jo rd a n 
re ma ins va c a nt o r is use d  fo r a g ric ultura l use s. It is e xp e c te d  tha t the  
ma jo rity o f this unimp ro ve d  la nd  will b e  d e ve lo p e d  within the  ne xt 20 
to  30 ye a rs. By 2060, it is a ntic ip a te d  tha t the  City will ha ve  a  
p o p ula tio n o f a p p ro xima te ly 180,000 re sid e nts. Ac c o rd ing  to  the  Ke m 
C . Ga rd ne r Po lic y Institute , Sa lt La ke  C o unty is p ro je c te d  to  a d d  
a p p ro xima te ly 600,000 re sid e nts b y the  ye a r 2065.  
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Curre nt La nd  Use  

Sing le -fa mily re sid e ntia l 
d e ve lo p me nt is the  p re d o mina nt 
la nd  use  in the  City, o c c up ying  
6,384.99 a c re s o r 30.87% o f the  to ta l 
la nd  a re a  within the  City. This is 
fo llo we d  b y va c a nt a nd  a g ric ultura l 
la nd  whic h o c c up ie s 22.22% o f the  
City. Multi-fa mily re sid e ntia l 
o c c up ie s 3.32% while  c o mme rc ia l 
c o mp rise s 2.99% a s sho wn in Ta b le  
5.1.  

The  e a ste rn p o rtio n o f the  City is 
e sse ntia lly d e ve lo p e d  whic h me a ns 
tha t a ny future  d e ve lo p me nt, o r 
re d e ve lo p me nt, will c o nsist p rima rily 
o f infill d e ve lo p me nt. The  we ste rn 
p o rtio n o f the  City is whe re  the  
ma jo rity o f g ro wth will o c c ur in the  
future . 

TA BLE 5 . 1  

EXISTING LAND USES 

So urc e : Sa lt La ke  Co unty GIS Pa rc e l Da ta  

Land Use Acreage Percentage 

Single-Family Residential Detached 6,384.99 30.87% 

Vacant / Agriculture 4,594.98 22.22% 

Roads, Railroads & Canals 3,260.25 15.76% 

Public Facilities 1,768.37 8.55% 

Industrial 1,611.14 7.79% 

Parks and Open Lands 770.98 3.73% 

Multi-Family Residential 685.19 3.32% 

Commercial 619.08 2.99% 

Schools 484.15 2.34% 

Religious Institutions 244.37 1.18% 

Professional Office 112.40 0.55% 

Group Care Facility 93.30 0.45% 

Medical 51.64 0.25% 

Total 20,680.84 100.00% 

TA BLE 5 . 2  

COST OF VARIOUS LAND USE TYPES 

Land Use Community Pros Community Cons Financial Pros Financial Cons 

Parks, Open 
Space, and trails 

- Provide recreational 
opportunities for 
members of various 
socioeconomic classes 

- Safer community, 
improves community 
wellness 

- Promotes physical 
fitness 

- Enhances property 
values 

- Ensures infrastructure 
are not destroyed due to 
natural hazards by 
providing a buffer 

  - No opportunity to gain 
sales tax and/or property 
tax revenue 

- Funds used for 
maintenance could be 
used to improve other 
City services 

- Trails require purchases 
of contiguous space, 
which may be costly 
depending on property 
owners’ desires 

Single-family 
residential 

- Residents perceive 
single-family homes as 
having high value and are 
considered a major 
objective for many 
individuals 

- Greater privacy for 
residents 

- Allows residents to 
express living preferences 
within yards 

- Less congestion on roads 
in neighborhoods 

- More defensible with less 
exits, which deters crime 

- Places an intense burden 
on existing water and 
sewer facilities if a zoning 
change with higher 
density is implemented 

- Increases demand for 
vehicular travel and 
makes it difficult for 
residents to walk or cycle 
to places. 
- Gateways into single-

family residential 
neighborhoods can 
become crowded during 
peak travel time 

- Relatively low public 
safety service cost per 
acre 

- High infrastructure 
maintenance cost per 
acre 

- Increases funds for 
road, sidewalk 
maintenance, and 
snowplowing as lane 
miles increase 

- Increases utility 
installation and 
maintenance costs 

- Low property tax and 
sales tax revenue per 
acre 
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COST OF VARIOUS LAND USE TYPES (cont.)  

Land Use Community Pros Community Cons Financial Pros Financial Cons 

Multi-family 
residential 

- Can create easier access to 
transit 
- Efficient way to increase 
supply of housing 

- Less of a carbon impact 
- Provides housing to 
younger households and 
modest income earners 

- Creates saving costs for 
police, ambulance, and fire 
services (in terms of travel 
time) 
- Prevents urban sprawl into 
farmlands 

- Places an intense burden 
on existing water and 
sewer facilities if a zoning 
change with higher density 
is implemented 

- Established residents do 
not prefer this type of 
housing  (residents are 
open to middle housing, 
but not next to where they 
live) 

- Relatively higher 
property tax and sales 
tax per acre 

- Lower infrastructure 
costs per housing unit, 
lower infrastructure 
maintenance costs per 
person, per acre 

- Higher public safety 
costs per acre than 
single family homes 

Industrial - May create jobs for 
residents 

- Allows for companies that 
have complementary 
services to be near each 
other, which saves costs for 
them and brings more job 
growth to the City 

- Makes surrounding land 
less ideal for other uses 
without sufficient buffering 

- Excess noise and 
sometimes pollution 

- Relatively low public 
safety service cost per 
acre, per $1 million in 
value 

- Relatively low 
infrastructure 
maintenance cost per 
acre, & per $1 million in 
property value 

- Commercial property 
tax rates 

- Not a lot of sales tax 
revenue 

Agricultural -Maintains historical 
character of the City 

-Less costly on police, fire, 
sewer, and road 
maintenance 

-Allows for groundwater 
recharge/reduces water 
runoff 

- Potentially uses more 
water, especially if the 
farm is crop-based 

- Little property tax return 

  

Commercial - Provides goods and 
services for purchase to 
residents and creates a local 
economy 

- Creates jobs for residents 

- Local businesses create 
community character 

 

- Big box retailers often 
have large parking lots 
that are a waste of land 
use while creating greater 
lane miles and sidewalk 
miles around them to be 
maintained 

- Once vacated, big box 
retail is hard to retrofit 

- Local businesses may 
have a hard time 
competing with 
established commercial/
large commercial 
 

- Brings sales tax 
revenue into the City 

 

Office - Creates jobs near residents 

- Potentially decreases east/
west traffic issues during 
peak times with more 
residents working closer to 
home and residents from 
other cities commuting into 
the City 

- Changing work landscape 
may lessen demand for 
office space, creating 
vacancies 

  

Research Park - Research parks create high
-value activities that need 
support and attract business 
investment. 
- Research parks create 
opportunities to partner with 
higher education institutions 
or other research-based 
corporations 

- Creates jobs with various 
income potentials 

- Research Parks need an 
attractive tenant to bring 
in other high-value tenants 
to not be a burden on the 
regional community 
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COST OF VARIOUS LAND USE TYPES (cont.)  

Land Use Community Pros Community Cons Financial Pros Financial Cons 

Public Facilities - Creates quicker service 
times for residents 

- Provides cultural and 
recreation opportunities 

- Encourages volunteerism 

- Improves Public Health 

- Increases quality of life 

- Does not generate 
revenue 

 

 - These facilities are 
maintained using 
income from various 
types of taxes 

TOD/Station 
Areas 

- Incentivizes public transit 
- Increases affordable 
housing 

- Provides opportunity for 
mixed use 

- Increases tax base for 
both property tax and sales 
tax 

- Station area planning is 
required by the State, so 
TOD areas can help fulfill 
these requirements 

- Station area plans cannot 
be implemented without 
willing property owners 

- Places an intense burden 
on existing water and 
sewer facilities if a zoning 
change with higher density 
is implemented without 
careful planning 
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Residential Land Use 
We st Jo rd a n ha s histo ric a lly b e e n a  sub urb a n 
c o mmunity c o nsisting  o f p rima rily sing le -fa mily 

ho me s a nd  o p e n a g ric ultura l la nd .  

Ap p ro xima te ly 31% o f la nd  in We st Jo rd a n is 
o c c up ie d  b y sing le -fa mily re sid e ntia l use s. 
One  o f the  p rima ry g o a ls o f this Ge ne ra l Pla n 
is to  c o ntinue  to  e nc o ura g e  ne w 
d e ve lo p me nt tha t is inte g ra te d  with e xisting  
d e ve lo p me nt, a nd  to  ma ke  the  mo st e ffic ie nt 
use  o f e xisting  infra struc ture .  

The  2021 We st Jo rd a n surve y re sults ind ic a te  
tha t 53% o f the  re sp o nd e nts fe e l the re  a re  to o  
ma ny o p p o rtunitie s fo r multi-fa mily re sid e ntia l, 
40% ind ic a te d  the  mix o f ho using  typ e s is 
a b o ut rig ht while  7% ind ic a te d  the re  a re  to o  
fe w o p p o rtunitie s fo r multi-fa mily re sid e ntia l.  

While  lo we r d e nsity sing le -fa mily re sid e ntia l 
use s a re  mo st p re fe rre d  in We st Jo rd a n, the  
City sho uld  a d d re ss in its Ge ne ra l Pla n a  ra ng e  
o f re sid e ntia l d e nsitie s a nd  ho using  typ e s in 

o rd e r to  p ro vid e  ho using  o p p o rtunitie s fo r a ll 
a g e  g ro up s a nd  inc o me  le ve ls.  

Hig he r d e nsity d e ve lo p me nt sho uld  b e  limite d  
to  tho se  a re a s tha t a re  a d ja c e nt to  hig he r 
inte nsity la nd  use s a nd  no d e s, a lo ng  hig h-
vo lume  tra ffic  c o rrid o rs, a nd  within o r ne a r 
tra nsit-o rie nte d  d e ve lo p me nts whe re  the y 
c a n mo re  e a sily b e  d e sig ne d  to  b uffe r the  
imp a c ts o f the se  mo re  inte nse  la nd  use s.  

In tho se  a re a s whe re  the  Ge ne ra l Pla n 
re c o mme nd s suc h d e ve lo p me nts, multi-fa mily 
re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nts sho uld  b e  
c o mp a tib le  with the  surro und ing  a re a , no t 
ne g a tive ly imp a c t ne ig hb o ring  re sid e ntia l 
a re a s, a nd  c o nfo rm to  stric t d e sig n a nd  
b uffe ring  c rite ria  e sta b lishe d  fo r suc h 
d e ve lo p me nts.  

Re sid e ntia l La nd  Use  
C la ssific a tio ns 

Fo r p urp o se s o f this Pla n, re sid e ntia l la nd  use  
ha s b e e n d ivid e d  into  fo ur c la ssific a tio ns, 
b a se d  o n the  thre sho ld  o f d e nsity (the  
numb e r o f d we lling  units p e r a c re ) p e rmitte d .  

The se  c la ssific a tio ns a re : Ve ry Lo w De nsity, 
Lo w De nsity, Me d ium De nsity, a nd  Hig h 

*Re sults b a se d  o n sa mp le  fro m c o mmunity surve y. 

FIG URE 5 .1  

SURVEY RESPONSE—MULTI-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL 

So urc e : Sa mp le  o f We st Jo rda n Re side nts 
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TA BLE 5 . 2  

RESIDENTIAL DENSITY 

Density 
Designation 

Density Range 

(Dwelling Units Per 
Acre) 

Zoning Districts 

Very Low Density Up to 3 All A, RR, RE Zones, R-1-9, R-1-10, R-1-12, 
R-1-14, PC, PRD 

Low Density 3.1 to 5.0 R-1-8, R-1-9, R-1-10, PC, PRD  

Medium Density 5.1 to 10.0 RM, R-1-5, R-1-6, R-2, R-3-6, R-3-8,  
R-3-10, PC, PRD  

High Density 10.1 to 75 R-3-12, R-3-16, R-3-20, R-3-22, PC, PRD 

De nsity. Ea c h o f the se  c la ssific a tio ns is 
d e sc rib e d  a nd  d e fine d  b e lo w. It sho uld  b e  
no te d  tha t d e ve lo p me nt g o a ls a nd  p o lic e s 

fo r Tra nsit-Orie nte d  De ve lo p me nt a re  
c o ve re d  e lse whe re  in this Pla n.  

Ve ry Lo w De nsity  

Cha ra c te ristic s o f la nd  in this c a te g o ry ra ng e  
fro m la rg e  a c re a g e s o f la nd  still in a g ric ultura l 
p ro d uc tio n to  fa irly la rg e  sing le -fa mily 
re sid e ntia l lo ts, so me  o f whic h ma y a llo w 
ho rse s a nd  o the r fa rm a nima ls to  b e  ke p t. 

Ve ry lo w-d e nsity re sid e ntia l use s a re  
a p p ro p ria te  a s a  b uffe r b e twe e n hig he r 
d e nsity sing le -fa mily d e ve lo p me nt a nd  
d e d ic a te d  o p e n la nd s o r o n hillsid e s whe re  
se nsitive  slo p e s ma ke  hig he r d e nsity 
d e ve lo p me nt ina d visa b le . 

Lo w De nsity Re side ntia l  

Inc lud e s d e ve lo p me nt p ro vid ing  fo r lo w 
inte nsity sing le -fa mily d e ta c he d  re sid e ntia l 
use s typ ic a lly fo und  in sub urb a n a nd  
tra d itio na l ne ig hb o rho o d s. 

Me dium De nsity Re side ntia l  

Inc lud e s d e ve lo p me nt p ro vid ing  fo r 
mo d e ra te  inte nsity sing le -fa mily a tta c he d /
d e ta c he d  units. Me d ium d e nsity re sid e ntia l 
use s sho uld  b e  p re fe rre d  fo r infill d e ve lo p me nt 
tha t a re  we ll b uffe re d  fro m c o mme rc ia l a nd  
ind ustria l use s. 

Hig h De nsity Re side ntia l  

Inc lud e s d e ve lo p me nt p ro vid ing  fo r multi-

fa mily ho using  a t o r a b o ve  two -sto rie s in 
he ig ht, with d e nsitie s inte nd e d  to  se rve  a  
la rg e  numb e r o f re sid e nts. This d e sig na tio n is 
typ ic a lly use d  to  se rve  a s a  tra nsitio n fro m 
hig he r inte nsity la nd  use s to  lo we r d e nsity 
re sid e ntia l use s a nd  is lo c a te d  in 

ne ig hb o rho o d s ne a r ma jo r tra nsp o rta tio n 
ro ute s, ne a r c o re  sho p p ing  c e nte rs, a nd  
whe re  d e nsitie s a re  typ ic a lly hig he r to  
inc re a se  d a ily rid e rship  numb e rs tha t a re  ne a r 
tra nsit sta tio ns. 
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Commercial Land Use 
Co mme rc ia l use s a re  sig nific a nt a nd  
ne c e ssa ry c o mp o ne nts o f the  c o mmunity, 
p ro vid ing  ne e d e d  g o o d s a nd  se rvic e s a s we ll 
a s sa le s ta x re ve nue s fo r the  fund ing  o f p ub lic  
imp ro ve me nts a nd  se rvic e s.  

This Ge ne ra l Pla n id e ntifie s thre e  g e ne ra l 

c o mme rc ia l la nd  use  c a te g o rie s whic h a re  
d e fine d  a s fo llo ws: 

Ne ig hb o rho o d  Co mme rc ia l 

The  Ne ig hb o rho o d  C o mme rc ia l d e sig na tio n is 
a p p lie d  to  a re a s in whic h the  p rima ry use  o f 
the  la nd  is fo r c o mme rc ia l a nd  se rvic e  
func tio ns tha t se rve  the  da ily c o nve nie nc e  
ne e d s o f a  surro und ing  re sid e ntia l 
ne ig hb o rho o d .  

The  se rvic e s p ro vid e d  in the se  d istric ts will 
no rma lly se rve  a  tra d e  a re a  p o p ula tio n up  to  
10,000 p e o p le .  

This typ e  o f c o mme rc ia l use  is inte nd e d  to  b e  
lo c a te d  ne a r o r within ne ig hb o rho o d s a nd  to  
b e  inte g ra te d  into  the  re sid e ntia l struc ture  o f 
a  ne ig hb o rho o d  in a  ma nne r tha t will c re a te  

a  minimum imp a c t o n surro und ing  re sid e ntia l 
d e ve lo p me nt. Ea c h ne ig hb o rho o d  sho p p ing  
no d e  sho uld  b e  re la tive ly sma ll in size  a nd  
ma y inc lud e  suc h use s a s sma ll c o nve nie nc e  
g ro c e ry sto re s, va rie ty sto re s, b a ke rie s, 
p ro fe ssio na l se rvic e  sho p s, re sta ura nts, se lf-
se rvic e  la und rie s, a nd  b a rb e r o r b e a uty 
sho p s.. 

Co mmunity Co mme rc ia l 

The  C o mmunity C o mme rc ia l d e sig na tio n is 
a p p lie d  to  a re a s in whic h sho p p ing  c e nte rs 
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ma y b e  e sta b lishe d  to  sa tisfy the  d a ily o r 
sp e c ia lty sho p p ing  ne e d s o f a  c o mmunity o r 
a  g ro up  o f ne ig hb o rho o d s.  

The  se rvic e s p ro vid e d  in the se  d istric ts will 
no rma lly se rve  a  tra d e  a re a  p o p ula tio n o f 
10,000 to  70,000 p e o p le .  

Me d ium-sc a le  d e p a rtme nt sto re s a nd  
sup e rma rke ts ma y b e  typ ic a l use s p e rmitte d  
in Co mmunity C o mme rc ia l d istric ts a s 
a nc ho rs, a nd  b y a  wid e  ra ng e  o f re sta ura nts, 
ho te ls, re ta il a nd  sp e c ia lty sho p s, a uto mo b ile  

se rvic e  sta tio ns, a nd  ha rd  g o o d s o r so ft g o o d s 
sto re s.  

Re g io na l Co mme rc ia l 

The  Re g io na l Co mme rc ia l d e sig na tio n is 
a p p lie d  to  a re a s in whic h the  p rima ry use  o f 
the  la nd  is fo r c o mme rc ia l a nd  se rvic e  
func tio ns to  se rve  ne e d s o f p e o p le  living  in a n 
e ntire  re g io n a nd  to  se rve  a s a  p la c e  o f 
e mp lo yme nt c lo se  to  the  c e nte r o f the  
re g io na l p o p ula tio n it is inte nd e d  to  se rve .  

Use s in the se  d istric ts ma y inc lud e  la rg e  c ha in 
d e p a rtme nt sto re s with sa te llite  sho p s a nd  
fa c ilitie s p ro vid ing  a  wid e  ra ng e  o f g o o d s a nd  
se rvic e s o c c up ying  a n a ttra c tive ly d e sig ne d  
a nd  unifie d  sho p p ing  c e nte r c o mp le x. 

City Center and 
Neighborhood Transit 
Station Overlay 
District (TSOD) Center 
Land Use 

The  p urp o se  o f this d e sig na tio n is to  c re a te  
p e d e stria n-o rie nte d  a re a s with a  d e nse ly 
inte g ra te d  a nd  syne rg e tic  mix o f re sid e ntia l, 
c o mme rc ia l, p ro fe ssio na l o ffic e  a nd  c ivic  

d e ve lo p me nt in a  tra d itio na l ma in stre e t o r 
d o wnto wn c ha ra c te r.  

The  d e sig na tio n e nc o ura g e s the  
re d e ve lo p me nt o f a re a s a ro und  tra nsit 
sta tio ns to  stre ng the n ne ig hb o rho o d s, 
e nc o ura g e  a nd  fa c ilita te  c o nve nie nt use  o f 

p ub lic  tra nsp o rta tio n a nd  p e d e stria n a c tivity, 
e xp a nd  lo c a l e mp lo yme nt o p p o rtunitie s ne a r 
o r within re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt, a nd  

e sta b lish o r e nha nc e  a  se nse  o f p la c e . Ea c h 
TRAX sta tio n within the  City ha s a t le a st so me  
a re a  within a  q ua rte r-mile  ra d ius d e sig na te d  
a s a  TSOD; ho we ve r, the re  a re  fo ur la rg e  
a re a s within the  City d e sig na te d  fo r p la nne d  
a nd  c o mp re he nsive  City Ce nte r/ TSOD 
d e ve lo p me nt: the  a re a  a ro und  Ga rd ne r 
Villa g e , the  o rig ina l d o wnto wn c o re  o f the  
c ity lo c a te d  a t the  so uthe a st c o rne r o f 7800 
So uth a nd  Re d wo o d  Ro a d , a n a p p ro xima te  
40-a c re  a re a  lo c a te d  no rth a nd  no rthe a st o f 
the  Jo rd a n Va lle y Ho sp ita l a nd  a  c urre ntly 

va c a nt a re a  to  the  no rth a nd  no rthwe st o f 
the  we ste rn-mo st TRAX sta tio n o n O ld  
Bing ha m Hig hwa y.  

The se  a re a s a lso  fa ll within zo ne s re q uiring  a  
sta tio n a re a  p la n und e r Uta h Co d e . 

Transit Oriented 
Development Land Use 

Tra nsit Orie nte d  De ve lo p me nt (TOD) is a  
c o mmunity p la nning  a nd  d e sig n a p p ro a c h 
me a nt to  a c hie ve  c o mp a c t d e ve lo p me nt 
tha t g a rne rs so c ia l, e nviro nme nta l a nd  
e c o no mic  b e ne fits fo r a  c o mmunity a nd  
munic ip a lity b y c o nc e ntra ting  jo b s, ho using , 
a nd  d a ily c o nve nie nc e s a ro und  tra nsit 
sta tio ns.  

By c re a ting  hig h-inte nsity, mixe d -use  la nd  use  
p a tte rns with p e d e stria n-frie nd ly d e sig ns a t 
stra te g ic  p o ints a lo ng  re g io na l tra nsit syste ms, 
TODs a llo w p e o p le  to  use  the ir c a rs le ss; wa lk, 

b ic yc le , a nd  rid e  tra nsit mo re ; a nd  use  
se rvic e s within wa lking  d ista nc e  o f the ir 
ho me s a nd  lo c a l tra nsit sta tio ns. The  b a sic  
c o mp o ne nts o f Tra nsit Orie nte d  De ve lo p me nt 
a re : 

 Co mp a c t d e ve lo p me nt b uilt a t g re a te r 

d e nsitie s tha n e xc lusive ly a uto -o rie nte d  
d e ve lo p me nt.  

TODs a re  b uilt c o mp a c tly within wa lking  
d ista nc e  (a p p ro xima te ly 1/ 4 to  1/ 2 mile ) o f 
tra nsit sta tio ns to  p ro vid e  a  use r b a se  to  
sup p o rt the  tra nsit syste m.  
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To  ma ximize  the  numb e r o f re sid e nts a nd  
wo rke rs within wa lking  d ista nc e  o f tra nsit, 
TODs c o nta in hig he r re sid e ntia l a nd  
e mp lo yme nt d e nsitie s b ut sho uld  no t b e  o ut 
o f c o nte xt with surro und ing  a re a s. Pe o p le  a re  
mo re  inc line d  to  use  tra nsit if it is within 
c o nve nie nt a nd  c o mfo rta b le  wa lking  
d ista nc e  to  whe re  the y live , wo rk, p la y, o r 
sho p .  

Re la tive ly lo we r inte nsitie s, tho ug h still hig he r 
tha n typ ic a l ne w sub urb a n d e nsity, a re  
a p p ro p ria te  fo r a re a s o utsid e  the  1/ 4- to  1/ 2-
mile  c o re  o f the  TOD, e na b ling  p e o p le  to  
wa lk, b ike , ta ke  the  b us, o r b e  d ro p p e d  o ff a t 
the  tra nsit sta tio n. La nd  use  inte nsity sho uld  b e  
g ra d ua lly re d uc e d  fa rthe r a wa y fro m the  
sta tio n to  b e  c o mp a tib le  with the  sc a le  o f 
e xisting  ne ig hb o rho o d s.  

2. A d ive rsity a nd  mix o f use s, with d a ily 
c o nve nie nc e s a nd  tra nsit a t the  c e nte r.  

Co nve ntio na l zo ning  tra d itio na lly se p a ra te s 

use s into  a re a s o f simila r la nd  use .  

The se  a re a s a re  g e ne ra lly use d  o nly p a rt o f 
the  d a y o r we e k (fo r e xa mp le , o ffic e  a re a s 
shut d o wn a fte r wo rking  ho urs a nd  o n 
we e ke nd s) a nd  p e o p le  a re  fo rc e d  to  d rive  to  
a ll a c tivitie s a nd  d e stina tio ns.  

By c o ntra st, TODs inc lud e  d ive rse  a nd  

c o mp le me nta ry use s suc h a s re ta il, 
p ro fe ssio na l se rvic e s, ho using , a nd  
e mp lo yme nt a d ja c e nt to  tra nsit. This mix o f 
a c tivitie s a nd  use s p e rmits re sid e nts a nd  
e mp lo ye e s to  run e rra nd s o n fo o t, witho ut 
re lying  o n a  c a r.  

Use s within a  TOD ma y inc lud e  c o nve nie nc e  
re ta il a nd  se rvic e s, sma ll o ffic e s, d a y c a re , 
a nd  c ivic  a me nitie s suc h a s lib ra rie s a nd  p o st 
o ffic e s.  

Ap a rtme nts o r o the r multi-fa mily ho using  
typ e s a re  a lso  a p p ro p ria te , o fte n a b o ve  
g ro und -flo o r re ta il use s. A mixe d -use  
e nviro nme nt c re a te s the  vita lity a nd  ro und -

the -c lo c k a c tivity a sso c ia te d  with a c tive  
urb a n e nviro nme nts a nd  re info rc e s the  
vib ra nc y o f sho p p ing  a nd  e mp lo yme nt 
d e stina tio ns. Re sid e ntia l use s a re  vita l to  TOD 

c o re s to  p ro vid e  use  o f the  a re a  a t a ll time s o f 
the  d a y a nd  we e k.  

3. Pe d e stria n-frie nd ly d e sig n tha t 
e nc o ura g e s a nd  fa c ilita te s wa lking  a nd  
b ic yc ling  a nd  re d uc e s a uto  d e p e nd e nc y.  

TODs c re a te  a  vib ra nt p e d e stria n-sc a le  urb a n 
la nd sc a p e  tha t inc o rp o ra te s p e d e stria n-
frie nd ly fe a ture s, wa lka b le  stre e t d e sig n, a nd  
huma n-sc a le  a rc hite c ture . Build ing  a nd  site  
d e sig n in TODs sho uld  c re a te  p le a sa nt a nd  
e njo ya b le  urb a n p la c e s tha t ma ke  wa lking  

a n a ttra c tive , p re fe rre d  tra ve l o p tio n.  

Tra ffic  c a lming  d e vic e s c a n a lso  he lp  c re a te  
a  fe e ling  o f p e d e stria n sa fe ty a nd  c o mfo rt, 
a nd  e mp ha size  p e d e stria n ne e d s in a  wa y 

tha t ma ny c o nte mp o ra ry sub urb s ne g le c t. 
TODs a lso  inc o rp o ra te  a n inte rc o nne c te d  
ne two rk o f stre e ts tha t e nha nc e  a c c e ssib ility 
b e twe e n tra nsit sto p s o r sta tio n a re a s 
a d ja c e nt to  c o mme rc ia l, c o mmunity, a nd  
re sid e ntia l a re a s. 

Inte rc o nne c te d  stre e ts minimize  wa lking  a nd  
c yc ling  d ista nc e s, a nd  he lp  d istrib ute  tra ffic , 
the re b y re d uc ing  tra ffic  c o ng e stio n. In 
c o mb ina tio n with hig he r d e nsity, c o mp a c t 
d e ve lo p me nt a nd  the  mix o f use s, p e d e stria n-
frie nd ly d e sig n re p re se nts a  la nd  use /
tra nsp o rta tio n so lutio n tha t c a n re d uc e  
a uto mo b ile  use  a nd  sup p o rt tra nsit syste ms.  

Mixed-Use 

The  Mixe d -Use  la nd  use  c a te g o ry is d e sig ne d  
to  c re a te  c o mp a c t urb a n ne ig hb o rho o d s 
tha t c o nta in sma ll-sc a le  re ta il, se rvic e , a nd  
o the r o ffic e  use s with sup p o rtive  hig h d e nsity 

re sid e ntia l.  

It is inte nd e d  to  ha ve  a  villa g e  c ha ra c te r 
d e sig n tha t fa c ilita te s the  c re a tio n o f 
wa lka b le  urb a n ne ig hb o rho o d s a d ja c e nt to  

c o mme rc ia l no d e s tha t a re  multimo d a l a nd  
p e d e stria n frie nd ly. The  Mixe d -Use  la nd  use  
d e sig na tio n is inte nd e d  to  sup p o rt a  va rie ty o f 
c o mp a tib le  la nd  use s a nd  inc re a se  a c c e ss to  
a d jo ining  c o mmunitie s.  

Use s within the  Mixe d -Use  la nd  use  c a te g o ry 
sho uld  inc lud e  c o mme rc ia l, o ffic e , c ivic , a nd  
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hig he r d e nsity re sid e ntia l la nd  use s inte g ra te d  
to g e the r to  fo rm a  uniq ue  c ha ra c te r a nd  
c o mmunity. 
 

Professional Office 
Land Use 

The  Pro fe ssio na l O ffic e  d e sig na tio n is a p p lie d  
to  a re a s whe re  p ro fe ssio na l a nd  b usine ss 
o ffic e s, la b o ra to rie s, stud io s, a nd  o the r o ffic e -
re la te d  fa c ilitie s ma y b e  lo c a te d .  

Use s whic h p ro d uc e  lo ud  no ise s, e xc e ssive  
ve hic le  tra ffic , e xc e ssive  p a rking  ne e d s, 
o b je c tio na b le  o d o rs, sto ra g e  o f la rg e  

a mo unts o f ha za rd o us sub sta nc e s, o r the  
o utsid e  sto ra g e  o f inve nto ry o r e q uip me nt a re  
no t a p p ro p ria te  in the se  a re a s. Pro fe ssio na l 
O ffic e  use s a re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  a n id e a l 
b uffe r b e twe e n c o mme rc ia l o r 
ma nufa c turing  use s a nd  re sid e ntia l use s. 

Business and Research 
Park Land Use 

 

The  Busine ss a nd  Re se a rc h Pa rk La nd  Use  
d e sig na tio n is a p p lie d  to  a re a s inte nd e d  fo r 
sc ie ntific  re se a rc h a nd  b usine ss e nd e a vo rs 
c o nd uc te d  in a  b usine ss p a rk se tting . So me  
lig ht ma nufa c turing  use s ma y b e  a p p ro p ria te  
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if a sso c ia te d  with re se a rc h-inte nsive  
ind ustrie s. He a vy ma nufa c turing  use s tha t 
p ro d uc e  e xc e ssive  no ise  a nd  lig ht, 

unp le a sa nt o d o rs o r fume s, p o llutio n, a nd  
he a vy ve hic le  tra ffic  sho uld  no t b e  p e rmitte d  
in Busine ss a nd  Re se a rc h Pa rks.  

Busine ss a nd  Re se a rc h Pa rk Distric ts ma y a c t 
a s a  c o mp a tib le  b uffe r fo r re sid e ntia l a re a s, 
b ut sho uld  no t b e  e sta b lishe d  fo r the  p urp o se  
o f c re a ting  a  b uffe r unle ss the y a re  lo c a te d  
so  a s to  b e  a c c e ssib le  to  a rte ria l stre e ts a nd  
p ro vid e  a d e q ua te  sp a c e  fo r unifie d  a nd  
func tio na l d e ve lo p me nt.  

Thro ug h the  c o o rd ina te d  use  o f o p e n sp a c e , 
la nd sc a p ing  a nd  a rc hite c ture , the  Busine ss/
Re se a rc h Pa rk la nd  use  p ro vid e s o p p o rtunitie s 
fo r hig h q ua lity d e ve lo p me nt whic h will 
e nha nc e  the  c o mmunity. 

Light Industrial Land 
Use 

 

The  Lig ht Ind ustria l d e sig na tio n is a p p lie d  to  
a re a s suite d  to  g e ne ra l ma nufa c turing , 
a sse mb ly, re p a ir, a nd  sto ra g e . The se  d istric ts 
a re  c o nsid e re d  to  b e  the  mo st inte nsive  zo ne  
whic h will p ro vid e  ind ustria l a re a s in the  c ity 
tha t a re  fre e  fro m e xtre me  nuisa nc e s a nd  
d a ng e ro us c o nd itio ns.  

Ca re  sho uld  b e  ta ke n to  e xc lud e  und e sira b le  
use s fro m ind ustria l a re a s whic h ma y c re a te  
nuisa nc e s a nd  a d ve rse  imp a c ts o n the  
c o mmunity. Ma nufa c turing , p ro c e ssing , 
wa re ho using , d istrib utio n, a nd  simila r func tio ns 
sho uld  b e  suffic ie ntly b uffe re d  fro m 
inc o mp a tib le  la nd  use s, e sp e c ia lly re sid e ntia l 
a re a s.  

If tra nsitio na l zo ne s a re  imp ra c tic a l o r 
una va ila b le  a ro und  ind ustria l a re a s, o the r 

b uffe rs suc h a s o p e n sp a c e , a d d itio na l 
se tb a c ks, la nd sc a p ing  a nd  b a rrie r fe nc ing  
c a n se rve  to  mitig a te  p o te ntia l c o nflic ts. Hig h 
d e ve lo p me nt sta nd a rd s sho uld  b e  re q uire d  to  
ma inta in a nd  imp ro ve  the  q ua lity o f the  

ind ustria l e nviro nme nt.  

Master Planned 
Community Use 

 

The  Ma ste r Pla nne d  Co mmunity d e sig na tio n is 
a p p lie d  to  la rg e , p la nne d  c o mmunitie s within 
the  c ity. Ma ste r p la nne d  c o mmunitie s a re  
so me time s re fe rre d  to  a s a  c ity within a  c ity 

with multip le  ne ig hb o rho o d s o r villa g e s within 
the  d e ve lo p me nt.  

The  id e ntity o f a  ma ste r p la nne d  c o mmunity is 
a c hie ve d  thro ug h a  c a re fully p la nne d  a nd  

inte g ra te d  mix o f c o mme rc ia l a nd  re sid e ntia l 
la nd  use s with a  va rie ty o f ho using  typ e s. Suc h 
c o mmunitie s inc lud ing  the me d  o r uniq ue  
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re sid e ntia l a rc hite c tura l style s, stre e tsc a p e s, 
re c re a tio na l a me nitie s a nd  c o mme rc ia l 
b uild ing  d e sig n.  

Ma ste r p la nne d  c o mmunitie s a lso  a llo w 
fle xib ility in the  lo c a tio n o f a  va rie ty o f 
ho using  typ e s a c c o rd ing  to  c o nte mp o ra ry 
c ity p la nning  p ra c tic e s within the  a p p ro ve d  

to ta l numb e r o f d we lling  units fo r the  o ve ra ll 
ma ste r p la nne d  a re a . This a llo ws fo r a  mo re  
fo rm-b a se d  a nd  fle xib le  a p p ro a c h to  
d e ve lo p me nt.  

Agricultural Land Use 

The  Ag ric ultura l La nd  Use  d e sig na tio n is 
imp o rta nt in ke e p ing  with the  histo ry o f the  
City. Hund re d s o f a c re s a re  still und e r 
c ultiva tio n p ro d uc ing  a  va rie ty o f c ro p s. 
Ma ny fa c to rs tha t ma ke  this la nd  va lua b le  fo r 

fa rming  a lso  ma ke  it a ttra c tive  fo r o the r typ e s 
o f mo re  inte nsive  d e ve lo p me nt. With the  
d e ve lo p me nt o f the  sta te  a nd  lo c a l ro a d  
syste m, muc h o f the  a g ric ultura l la nd  ha s 
b e c o me  e ve n mo re  a c c e ssib le . Re sid e ntia l 
sub d ivisio ns a re  g ra d ua lly e nc ro a c hing  into  
the se  a re a s a lo ng  with so me  c o mme rc ia l a nd  
ind ustria l use s. The  o p e n a g ric ultura l a re a s 
tha t ha ve  c ha ra c te rize d  We st Jo rd a n fo r so  

lo ng  a re  slo wly d wind ling .  

Parks and Open Land 

The  Pa rks a nd  Op e n La nd  d e sig na tio n is 
a p p lie d  to  a re a s whe re  p ub lic  p a rks a re  
lo c a te d , o r sho uld  b e  lo c a te d  in the  future , 
a nd  to  a re a s whe re  it is re c o mme nd e d  tha t 
la nd  b e  p re se rve d  in its na tura l sta te  fo r future  
g e ne ra tio ns. Ple a se  re fe r to  Cha p te r 11 fo r 
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d isc ussio n, g o a ls, a nd  p o lic e s re la ting  to  
p a rks, a nd  o p e n la nd s. 

Public Facilities Land 
Use 

The  Pub lic  Fa c ilitie s d e sig na tio n is a p p lie d  to  
a re a s whe re  g o ve rnme nt b uild ing s a nd  

fa c ilitie s, sc ho o ls, a nd  ma jo r p ub lic  utility 
fa c ilitie s a re  lo c a te d , o r sho uld  b e  lo c a te d  in 
the  future . The se  use s sho uld  b e  lo c a te d  in 
a re a s suita b le  a nd  c o mp a tib le  with 
ne ig hb o ring  la nd  use s, a nd  sho uld  p ro vid e  a  
b uffe r b e twe e n la nd  use s whe re  a p p ro p ria te . 

Pub lic  o r q ua si-p ub lic  use s inc lud e  
g o ve rnme nt b uild ing s, the  a irp o rt, sc ho o ls, 
lib ra rie s, ma jo r tra nsp o rta tio n fa c ilitie s, a nd  
p ub lic  utility o p e ra tio ns. So me  p ub lic  use s a re  

a p p ro p ria te ly inte rming le d  with o the r la nd  
use s while  o the rs, suc h a s o p e ra tio ns c e nte rs, 
a re  b e st lo c a te d  ne a r ind ustria l site s. Pub lic  
fa c ilitie s sho uld  b e  lo c a te d  a mo ng  
c o mp a tib le  la nd  use s a nd  zo ne s b ut sho uld  
a lso  b e  lo c a te d  to  e ffic ie ntly se rve  a  g ro wing  
c o mmunity.  

Future Land Use 

The  Future  La nd  Use  Ma p  illustra te s the  va rio us 
typ e s a nd  d istrib utio ns o f la nd  use s p la nne d  
fo r We st Jo rd a n. The  p rima ry g o a l in 
d e te rmining  future  la nd  use s is to  d e te rmine  
future  d e ve lo p me nt p a tte rns whic h b uild  
up o n a lre a d y e xisting  a nd  e sta b lishe d  
p a tte rns. It is a lso  me a nt to  p ro vid e  fo r 
e ffe c tive  a nd  susta ina b le  use s o f la nd  in a  
wa y tha t b e st p ro mo te s c o mp a tib ility 
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TA BLE 5 . 3  

FUTURE LAND USES 

Land Use Acreage Percentage 

Low Density 
Residential 5,825.21  27.27% 

Light Industrial 2,494.56  11.68% 

Very Low Density 
Residential 2,390.01  11.19% 

Medium Density 
Residential 2,115.70  9.91% 

Parks and Open Lands 1,933.37  9.05% 

Public Facilities 1,846.58  8.65% 

Master Planned 
Community 

1,095.97  5.13% 

Southwest Quadrant 841.10  3.94% 

Community 
Commercial 713.14  3.34% 

High Density 
Residential 505.28  2.37% 

Regional Commercial 322.72  1.51% 

Research Park 312.82  1.46% 

Professional Office 272.24  1.27% 

Transit Oriented 
Development 254.87  1.19% 

Agricultural Open 
Space 

171.65  0.80% 

Neighborhood 
Commercial 129.34  0.61% 

Future Park 88.03  0.41% 

Mixed Use 45.22  0.21% 

Total 21,357.79 100% 

b e twe e n tho se  use s to  ma inta in the  inte g rity 
o f the  c o mmunity. 

Future  La nd  Use  De sig na tio ns - The re  a re  18 
la nd  use  d e sig na tio ns, a s sho wn in Ta b le  5.3. 
Re sid e ntia l use s a re  sp lit into  fo ur 
d e sig na tio ns: ve ry lo w, lo w, me d ium, a nd  
hig h d e nsity.  

Re sid e ntia l la nd  use  d e sig na tio ns ma ke  up  
the  ma jo rity o f We st Jo rd a n, c o ve ring  a  
c o mb ine d  a re a  o f 10,836 a c re s o r 51% o f the  
c ity. The  Lo w De nsity Re sid e ntia l la nd  use  

d e sig na tio n is the  mo st c o mmo n la nd  use  
typ e  p la nne d  within the  City a t 27.3%. Lig ht 
Ind ustria l is se c o nd  a t 11.7%, fo llo we d  b y Ve ry 
Lo w De nsity Re sid e ntia l a t 11.2% o f the  to ta l 
a re a  o f the  c ity.  

Ge ne ra lly, e mp lo yme nt within the  City is 
fo und  within the  ind ustria l, o ffic e , a nd  

c o mme rc ia l a re a s, whic h c o mb ine d  o c c up y 
20% o f the  c ity a re a . The  Lig ht Ind ustria l 
d e sig na tio n ma ke s up  11.7% o f the  City. 
Pro fe ssio na l O ffic e  a nd  Re se a rc h Pa rk typ e  
use s inc lud e  a  c o mb ine d  2.7% o f the  to ta l 
la nd  within the  City. The  la rg e st c o mme rc ia l 
d istric t, C o mmunity C o mme rc ia l, c o ve rs 3.34% 
o f the  City, while  Re g io na l Co mme rc ia l ma ke s 
up  1.5%. Ne ig hb o rho o d  Co mme rc ia l c o ve rs 
0.61% o f the  City. 

Two  ne w la nd  use  c a te g o rie s ha ve  re c e ntly 
b e e n a d d e d  to  the  Future  La nd  Use  Ma p , 
whic h a re  the  Ma ste r Pla nne d  Co mmunity 
a nd  the  So uthwe st Qua d ra nt d e sig na tio ns. 
Bo th o f the se  d e sig na tio ns a re  la rg e  p la nne d  
c o mmunity d e sig na tio ns tha t a c c o mmo d a te  
a  ra ng e  o f d e nsitie s a nd  ho using  typ e s, a s 
we ll a s a  wid e  va rie ty o f re sid e ntia l a nd  
c o mme rc ia l use s. The se  d e sig na tio ns c o ve r a  
wid e  a re a , with the  Ma ste r Pla nne d  
Co mmunity o c c up ying  5.1% o f the  to ta l c ity 

a re a  a nd  the  So uthwe st Qua d ra nt c o ve ring  
3.9% o f the  c ity. 

All o f the se  la nd  use  d e sig na tio n p e rc e nta g e s 
a re  re fle c te d  in Ta b le  5.3 

Ultima te ly, c itie s ha ve  jurisd ic tio n o ve r la nd  
use , whic h a llo ws c itie s to  c re a te  ind ivid ua l 
Future  La nd  Use  ma p s. The se  ma p s c o nve y 
the  g e o g ra p hic a l d istrib utio n a nd  c o ve ra g e  
o f va rio us la nd  use s while  using  te xtua l 
d e sc rip tio ns to  d e fine  la nd  use  c la ssific a tio ns 
a nd  ho w the se  c la ssific a tio ns ma y b e  
susta ina b ly d e ve lo p e d  to  re a c h the  g o a ls o f 
the  Ge ne ra l Pla ns. Any c ha ng e s to  the  Future  
La nd  Use  Ma p  must und e rg o  re vie w b y the  

Pla nning  Co mmissio n a nd  City C o unc il. 
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LAND USE GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Land use decisions should be made using a regional approach that integrates and 
participates with programs established to better serve the City as a whole 

Land use decisions should be guided by the General Plan to protect existing land uses 
and minimize impacts to existing neighborhoods 

The General Plan is the will of the community and presumed current. Developers have 
burden of proof on why the General Plan should be changed 

Land use designs must promote quality of life, safety, and good urban design 
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TRANSPORTATION 

The City’s transportation system is a complex network of roadways, 
tra ils a nd  p ub lic  tra nsit syste ms d e sig ne d  to  p ro vid e  sa fe  a nd  e ffic ie nt 
modes of transit, for all ages and abilities. Much of the City’s 
tra nsp o rta tio n syste m is a lre a d y in p la c e  b ut it is ste a d ily b e ing  
up g ra d e d  a nd  e xp a nd e d  a s the  City c o ntinue s to  g ro w.  

Sinc e  the  la st Ge ne ra l Pla n up d a te  in 2012, se ve ra l ma jo r 
tra nsp o rta tio n infra struc ture  imp ro ve me nts a re  und e rwa y o r ha ve  
b e e n c o mp le te d , inc lud ing : the  wid e ning  o f 9000 So uth b e twe e n the  
Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  Re d wo o d  Ro a d  to  se ve n la ne s; the  9000 So uth 
ro a d wa y c o nstruc tio n b e twe e n 5600 We st a nd  SR-111; 7800 So uth 
fro m 5600 We st to  SR 111; a nd , the  wid e ning  o f 1300 We st. 

The  d o c ume nt tha t p ro vid e s the  lo ng -ra ng e  p o lic y fra me wo rk fo r the  
City’s transportation system is the Transportation Master Plan. The 
Tra nsp o rta tio n Ma ste r Pla n g uid e s the  lo c a tio n a nd  typ e  o f 
tra nsp o rta tio n fa c ilitie s tha t a re  ne e d e d  to  me e t p ro je c te d  g ro wth 
a nd  d e ve lo p me nt within the  City. It c o nta ins a n e xte nsive  a na lysis o f 
the City’s existing transportation network, identifies deficiencies in the 
syste m, a nd  re c o mme nd s fund ing  a nd  imp le me nta tio n stra te g ie s 
d e sig ne d  to  c re a te  a  b a la nc e d  a nd  a c c e ssib le  tra nsp o rta tio n syste m.  

Cha p te r Six 
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The  Tra nsp o rta tio n Ma ste r Pla n ha s 
und e rg o ne  se ve ra l re visio ns sinc e  its initia l 
a d o p tio n o n Oc to b e r 14, 2003. The  la te st 
up d a te  wa s c o mp le te d  o n June  24, 2015. Fo r 
mo re  d e ta ile d  info rma tio n, the  Tra nsp o rta tio n 
Master Plan can be found on the City’s 
we b site .  

The  2019 We st Jo rd a n Ac tive  Tra nsp o rta tio n 
Pla n inc lud e s mo re  d e ta ile d  b ic yc le  a nd  
p e d e stria n info rma tio n tha n c a n b e  fo und  in 
the  Tra nsp o rta tio n Ma ste r Pla n. The  Ac tive  
Transportation Plan focuses on the City’s 
b ic yc le  a nd  p e d e stria n infra struc ture  ne e d s.  

Re sid e nts in We st Jo rd a n ha ve  e xp re sse d  a  
d e sire  to  se e  mo re  tra ils a nd  mo re  Uta hns a re  
sa ying  tha t a c tive  tra nspo rta tio n fa c ilitie s a re  
imp o rta nt to  the ir q ua lity o f life .  

The re  a re  o ve r 20 mile s o f p a ve d  multi-use  
tra ils, 37 mile s o f Ac tive  Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n-
d e sig na te d  sho uld e rs a nd  b ike  la ne s a nd  
o ve r 590 mile s o f sid e wa lks in We st Jo rd a n, 
mo st o f whic h a re  o wne d  a nd / o r ma inta ine d  
b y the  City. As a re a s a re  d e ve lo p e d  o r 
re d e ve lo p e d , the  d e ma nd  fo r a c tive  
tra nsp o rta tio n will g ro w.  

The  Ac tive  
Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n 
d e sc rib e s the  
imp o rta nc e  o f 
p e d e stria n a nd  

b ic yc le  a me nitie s a nd  
the  inte rc o nne c tio n 
b e twe e n la nd  use s 
a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n. It 

e va lua te s e xisting  sid e wa lks, tra ils a nd  b ic yc le  
infra struc ture  a nd  ma ke s sp e c ific  p rio ritize d  
re c o mme nd a tio ns o n p e d e stria n a nd  b ic yc le  
syste m imp ro ve me nts. It a lso  id e ntifie s 
p o te ntia l fund ing  so urc e s fo r ma king  
syste mwid e  imp ro ve me nts.  

The  Ne ig hb o rho o d  Tra ffic  Ma na g e me nt 

Pro g ra m p ro vid e s re sid e nts with a  p ro c e ss fo r 
id e ntifying  a nd  a d d re ssing  p ro b le ms re la te d  
to  sp e e d ing , e xc e ssive  tra ffic  vo lume , a nd  
sa fe ty o n lo c a l re sid e ntia l stre e ts. In ne w 
d e ve lo p me nts, the  C ity ha s b e e n 
inc o rp o ra ting  tra ffic  c a lming  fe a ture s suc h a s 
sp e e d  ta b le s, b ulb  o uts a nd  ro und a b o uts. 
Whe n ne w ne ig hb o rho o d s a re  c o nstruc te d  
with lo we r sp e e d  stre e t de sig n, inc lud ing  a  
lo we r sp e e d  limit o f 20 MPH. 

Street Classification 
System 

 

Stre e ts a nd  hig hwa ys p ro vid e  fo r two  d istinc t 
a nd  ve ry d iffe re nt func tio ns: mo b ility a nd  la nd  

a c c e ss. Bo th func tio ns a re  vita l a nd  no  trip  is 
ma d e  witho ut b o th. Ro a d  fa c ilitie s a re  
c la ssifie d  b y the  re la tive  a mo unts o f thro ug h 
a nd  la nd -a c c e ss se rvic e  the y p ro vid e . The  
City’s Road and Bridge Standards contain the 
la te st stre e t c ro ss-se c tio ns tha t ha ve  b e e n 
a p p ro ve d  b y the  C ity Co unc il.  

The re  a re  fo ur p rima ry c la ssific a tio ns o f stre e ts: 

1. Lo c a l Stre e ts 

The se  fa c ilitie s p rima rily se rve  la nd  a c c e ss 
func tio ns. The ir d e sig n a nd  c o ntro l fa c ilita te s 
the  mo ve me nt o f ve hic le s o nto  a nd  o ff the  
stre e t syste m fro m la nd  p a rc e ls.  

Thro ug h mo ve me nt is d iffic ult a nd  is 
d isc o ura g e d  b y b o th the  d e sig n a nd  c o ntro l 
o f the  fa c ility. Ne a rly a ll lo c a l stre e ts, with the  
e xc e p tio n o f p riva te  la ne s, a re  o wne d  a nd  
ma inta ine d  b y the  C ity. 
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2. Co lle c to rs 

These facilities, the “middle” classification, are 
inte nd e d  to  se rve  b o th thro ug h a nd  la nd  
a c c e ss func tio ns in re la tive ly e q ua l 
p ro p o rtio ns. The y a re  fre q ue ntly use d  fo r 

sho rte r thro ug h mo ve me nts a sso c ia te d  with 
the  d istrib utio n a nd  c o lle c tio n p o rtio n o f trip s. 
In g e ne ra l, c o lle c to rs a re  d ivid e d  into  ma jo r 
a nd  mino r c a te g o rie s.  

All c o lle c to r ro a d s a re  o wne d  a nd  
ma inta ine d  b y the  City. 

3. Arte ria ls 

The se  fa c ilitie s a re  p ro vid e d  to  p rima rily se rve  
thro ug h-tra ffic  mo ve me nt. While  so me  la nd  

a c c e ss se rvic e  ma y b e  a c c o mmo d a te d , it is 
c le a rly a  se c o nd a ry func tio n, a nd  mo st tra ffic  
c o ntro ls a nd  the  fa c ility d e sig n a re  inte nd e d  
to  p ro vid e  e ffic ie nt thro ug h mo ve me nt.  

So me  o f the  a rte ria l ro a d s in We st Jo rd a n a re  
o wne d  a nd  ma inta ine d  b y the  Uta h 
De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n (UDO T), while  
o the r a rte ria ls a re  o wne d  a nd  ma inta ine d  b y 
the  City. Sp e c ific  jurisd ic tio n fo r e a c h ro a d  is 

sp e c ifie d  in the  2015 Tra nsp o rta tio n Ma ste r 
Pla n. 

4. Fre e wa ys 

The se  fa c ilitie s a re  p ro vid e d  to  se rvic e  lo ng -
d ista nc e  trip s b e twe e n c itie s a nd  sta te s. No  
la nd  a c c e ss se rvic e  is p ro vid e d  b y the se  
fa c ilitie s.  

The  fre e wa ys tha t c ro ss thro ug h We st Jo rd a n 
a re  Ba ng e rte r Hig hwa y a nd  the  Mo unta in 
Vie w Co rrid o r. The se  fre e wa ys a re  o wne d  a nd  
ma inta ine d  b y UDO T. Sta te  Hig hwa y U-111 
(Ba c c hus Hig hwa y) a nd  the  Ne w Bing ha m 
Hig hwa y a re  c la ssifie d  a s limite d  a c c e ss hig h 
sp e e d  a rte ria ls.  

 

Transportation 
Improvement Plan 

 

The  ma jo rity o f the  ne w stre e ts to  b e  
c o nstruc te d  a re  lo c a te d  in the  we ste rn 
p o rtio n o f the  City. Fo r the  mo st p a rt, the  
a rte ria ls a nd  c o lle c to rs in the  e a ste rn p o rtio n 

o f the  City a re  b uilt o ut o r p la nne d  to  the ir 
ultima te  c o nd itio n, a ltho ug h ma ny a re  
e xp e c te d  to  e xp e rie nc e  tra ffic  vo lume s a t o r 
a b o ve  the ir c a p a c ity in the  future .  

The  re sults o f the  c o mmunity surve y 
d istrib ute d  d uring  the  first fe w mo nths o f 2021 
ind ic a te d  a  c o nc e rn b y re sid e nts a b o ut e a st-
we st tra ffic  c o ng e stio n, p a rtic ula rly a t 
inte rse c tio ns o n Ba ng e rte r Hig hwa y a t 6200 
So uth 7000 So uth, 7800 So uth a nd  9000 So uth.  

In 2011, the  Uta h De p a rtme nt o f 
Tra nsp o rta tio n b e g a n ma king  imp ro ve me nts 
to  the se  inte rse c tio ns whic h inc lud e s a  g ra d e - 
se p a ra te d  inte rse c tio n a t a ll o f the se  

inte rse c tio ns. The se  imp ro ve me nts will 
imp ro ve  e a st-we st tra ffic  flo w a t the se  
inte rse c tio ns.  

The  Mo unta in Vie w 

Co rrid o r is a  p la nne d  
fre e wa y, tra nsit, a nd  
tra il syste m tha t e xte nd s 
35 mile s fro m I-80 in Sa lt 
La ke  C o unty to  I-15 in 

Le hi in Uta h Co unty. 
The  Mo unta in Vie w 
Co rrid o r e xte nd s no rth 
a nd  so uth thro ug h the  
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c ity b e twe e n 7000 So uth a nd  10200 So uth 
a nd  is b e ing  c o nstruc te d  in p ha se s.  

Pha se  1 inc lud e s two  la ne s in e a c h d ire c tio n 
with sig na lize d  inte rse c tio ns whe re  the  
Mo unta in Vie w Co rrid o r c ro sse s lo c a l ro a d s. 
The  se c o nd  p ha se  will b e  a  true  fre e wa y a nd  
will b e  c o nstruc te d  in the  future . Ne w g ra d e -

se p a ra te d  inte rc ha ng e s will b e  c o nstruc te d  
a t O ld  Bing ha m Hig hwa y, 9000 So uth, a nd  
7800 So uth.  

Altho ug h so me  lo c a l stre e ts will b e  imp a c te d , 

suc h a s We lls Pa rk Ro a d  a nd  Old  Bing ha m 
Hig hwa y (whic h will b e  re -ro ute d ), e a st-we st 
a c c e ss will b e  ma inta ine d  a c ro ss the  fre e wa y 
b y b rid g e s a t 7000 So uth, 7400 So uth, 8200 
So uth, 8600 So uth a nd  Da nno n Wa y.  

Re g io na l a nd  c o mmunity c o mme rc ia l c e nte rs 
a re  sho wn o n the  Future  La nd  Use  Ma p  a t 

7800 So uth a nd  9000 So uth, whic h will b e ne fit 
fro m visib ility a nd  e a sy a c c e ss to  the  fre e wa y. 
The  first p ha se  o f c o nstruc tio n b e g a n in 2011.  

Public Transportation 

An e ffe c tive  a nd  e ffic ie nt tra nsit syste m will 
b e  a n inc re a sing ly vita l c o mp o ne nt o f the  
o ve ra ll tra nsp o rta tio n ne two rk in We st Jo rd a n 

a s the  C ity c o ntinue s to  g ro w. Pro p e r tra nsit 
p la nning  a nd  d e sig n no t o nly re q uire s tha t the  
tra nsit fa c ilitie s the mse lve s b e  c o nsid e re d , b ut 
a lso  a d ja c e nt la nd  use s a nd  tra nsp o rta tio n 
c o rrid o rs.  

The Wasatch Front Regional Council’s Long-
Ra ng e  Pla n inc lud e s inc re a se d  tra nsit se rvic e  
thro ug ho ut Sa lt La ke  Co unty. As the  
p o p ula tio n g ro ws, it will b e  ne c e ssa ry fo r UTA 
to  p ro vid e  se rvic e  to  the se  ne w a re a s. Ma jo r 

c o rrid o rs, suc h a s 5600 We st, will b e  a rte ria l 
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TRANSPORTATION GUIDING PRINCIPES 

Provide a safe and efficient multi-modal transportation system 

Improve the aesthetic quality of the City’s streets 

stre e ts a nd  ha ve  b e e n id e ntifie d  a s tra nsit 
c o rrid o rs. Se rvic e s a re  a lso  b e ing  p ro vid e d  
with UTA’s Mid-Jo rd a n lig ht ra il TRAX line  
whic h b e g a n se rvic e  o n Aug ust 7, 2011.  

Bike Paths 

The  ma p  o f the  p ro p o se d  b ic yc le  a nd  tra il 
fa c ilitie s ne two rk is sho wn in the  Ac tive  

Tra nsp o rta tio n Pla n. All o f the  p ro p o se d  stre e t 
c ro ss-se c tio ns a llo w fo r the  a d d itio n o f 
b ic yc le  la ne s. Be fo re  a  b ic yc le  la ne  c a n b e  
insta lle d  o n a  ro a d wa y, the  ro a d wa y itse lf 

sho uld  b e  c o mp le te  a lo ng  the  e ntire  e xte nt 
o f the  b ic yc le  p a th. Missing  sho uld e rs a nd  
inc o mp le te  se g me nts p o se  a  se rio us ha za rd  
to  c yc lists. An e xa mp le  o f a  g o o d  fa c ility fo r 
b ike  la ne s is 4800 We st, whic h c o uld  
imme d ia te ly sup p o rt a  b ike  la ne  fro m 6200 
So uth to  O ld  Bing ha m Hig hwa y.  

Tra nsp o rta tio n will c o ntinue  to  b e  o f the  
utmo st imp o rta nc e  to  susta ining  c o nve nie nt 
c o nne c tivity to  va rio us se rvic e s within the  
City, inc lud ing  jo b s, sc ho o ls, e nte rta inme nt, 
a nd  fe llo w c o mmunitie s. 
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HOUSING 

Cha p te r Se ve n 

Sinc e  its inc o rp o ra tio n in 1941, the  City o f We st Jo rd a n ha s 
tra nsfo rme d  fro m a  rura l c o mmunity to  the  third  la rg e st c ity in Uta h. 
West Jordan’s central location within the Salt Lake Valley, proximity to 
jo b  c e nte rs, ho using  o p tio ns, re c re a tio na l a nd  c ultura l o p p o rtunitie s 
c o ntinue  to  a ttra c t re sid e nts to  the  City.  

Although West Jordan’s housing stock is predominantly single-fa mily 
re sid e ntia l, the re  a re  a  wid e  ra ng e  o f ho using  o p tio ns a va ila b le  in the  

City, inc lud ing  o p p o rtunitie s fo r ind ivid ua ls, fa milie s, p e o p le  with 
d iffe re nt a b ilitie s a nd  tho se  who  ma y p re fe r to  use  p ub lic  
tra nsp o rta tio n. Ho using  ne e d s c ha ng e  a s c itize ns p ro g re ss thro ug h 
the ir life  c yc le , a nd  o ve r time , ma y re q uire  d iffe re nt typ e s o f ho using . 
Re sid e nts ma y wa nt to  c o ntinue  living  in the  We st Jo rd a n c o mmunity 
while  mo ving  to  a  ho me  tha t b e tte r suits the ir ne e d s. Ma inta ining  a  
balance of housing types available to West Jordan’s residents is an 
imp o rta nt g o a l o f this Ge ne ra l Pla n a nd  sho uld  b e  c a re fully 
c o nsid e re d  a s p a rt o f a ny ne w d e ve lo p me nt p ro p o sa l.   

Ho using  a va ila b ility a nd  a ffo rd a b ility ha s b e c o me  a  sig nific a nt issue  in 

re c e nt ye a rs, no t o nly in We st Jo rd a n b ut thro ug ho ut the  sta te  o f 
Uta h. Pric e s a nd  the  numb e r o f ne w ho me s b e ing  b uilt d ro p p e d  fo r 
the  first c o up le  o f ye a rs o f the  p a st d e c a d e  b ut ha ve  ste a d ily 
inc re a se d  e ve r sinc e . To  und e rsta nd  a nd  c o unte r the se  tre nd s, the  
City ha s c re a te d  a nd  a d o p te d  a  Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  Pla n, 
which “ensure(s) that the City of West Jordan provides a reasonable 
o p p o rtunity to  p ro vid e  fo r a  va rie ty ho using , inc lud ing  mo d e ra te  
inc o me  ho using , to  me e t the  ne e d s o f the  p o p ula tio n d e siring  to  live  
in the  City.1” 

1We st Jo rd a n Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  Pla n 2023 
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The  Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  Pla n is 
fe a ture d  in Cha p te r 8. The  Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  
Ho using  Pla n is up d a te d  re g ula rly a nd  
p ro vid e s c urre nt d a ta  a nd  sp e c ific  d e ta ils 
c o nc e rning  ho using  a ffo rd a b ility. In re sp o nse , 
the  City o f We st Jo rd a n ha s imp le me nte d  
stra te g ie s o ve r the  p a st de c a d e , whic h 
inc lud e  the  c re a tio n o f the  Inte rc ha ng e  
Ove rla y Zo ne  a nd  the  Re sid e ntia l Ove rla y 

Distric t.  

The  Inte rc ha ng e  Ove rla y Zo ne  a llo ws fo r hig h-
d e nsity re sid e ntia l/ mixe d  use  d e ve lo p me nt 
ne a r the  Mo unta in Vie w Co rrid o r 
inte rc ha ng e s, while  the  Re sid e ntia l Ove rla y 
Distric t a c c o mmo d a te s hig h-d e nsity 
re sid e ntia l/ mixe d  use  d e ve lo p me nt within 
c e rta in la rg e  a nd  und e rutilize d  c o mme rc ia l 
zo ning  d istric ts. The  City ha s a lso  a d o p te d  
re g ula tio ns g o ve rning  a c c e sso ry d we lling  

units to  inc re a se  ho using  o p tio ns in the  City. 

Moreover, responsible use of the region’s 
na tura l re so urc e s a nd  minimizing  
infra struc ture  ne e d s a nd  ma inte na nc e  a re  
sup p o rte d  b y the  g o a ls a nd  p o lic e s o f this 
Ge ne ra l Pla n. As suc h, wa te r a nd  e ne rg y 
e ffic ie nt ho using , b o th in ne w c o nstruc tio n 
a nd  re no va tio n p ro je c ts sho uld  b e  
e nc o ura g e d . 

Ho using  Inve nto ry 

The  We st Jo rd a n ho using  inve nto ry c o nsists 

p rima rily o f sing le -fa mily d we lling s, whic h 
constitute roughly three quarters of the City’s 
to ta l sto c k. The  numb e r o f sing le -fa mily ho use s 
ha s g ro wn fro m a b o ut 1,600 in 1970 to  
a p p ro xima te ly 27,000 b y the  e nd  o f 2020, 
a d d ing  a n a ve ra g e  o f 36% o f a ll d we lling  units 
within the  p a st 20 ye a rs. This ra p id  p o p ula tio n 
g ro wth ha s imp a c te d  the  a b ility o f the  City to  
p ro vid e  p ub lic  se rvic e s, suc h a s p o lic e , fire , 
wa te r, se we r, g a rb a g e  d isp o sa l, e tc ., a t the  
sa me  le ve ls. 

The  2020 Ce nsus fo und  tha t We st Jo rd a n ha s 
a  to ta l o f 36,247 ho using  units, se e  Fig ure  7.1. 
While  this d a ta  is he lp ful, it d o e s no t d isting uish 
b e twe e n whic h units a re  sing le -fa mily ho me s 
a nd  whic h units a re  multi-fa mily units 
(to wnho me s, c o nd o s, a p a rtme nts). During  the  
p re vio us Ge ne ra l Pla n up d a te , the  City 
e stima te d  the  numb e r o f ho using  units b a se d  
o n utility b illing  a nd  se p a ra te d  tho se  numb e rs 
into  sing le -fa mily a nd  multi-fa mily units. Tho se  
numb e rs we re  the n a d d e d  to  e ve ry ye a r 
b a se d  o n b uild ing  p e rmit d a ta . The se  
numb e rs e stima te  tha t the re  a re  a  to ta l o f 
36,587 ho using  units in the  City a s o f the  e nd  

FIG URE 7 .1  

HOUSING CONSTRUCTION BY YEAR 

So urc e : WJ Building  Pe rmits; U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u 
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To ta l Dwe lling  Units 

Sing le  Fa mily Dwe lling s (%) 

Exa mp le : In 2015, 33,241 ho using  units 

e xiste d , 75.9% o f the se  units we re  sing le -

fa mily ho me s. 

FIG URE 7 .2  

TOTAL DWELLINGS 2010-2020 

So urc e : WJ Building  Pe rmits; U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u (2019) 

 

o f 2020, with 26,956 units tha t a re  sing le -fa mily 
d we lling s a nd  9,574 units tha t a re  multi-fa mily 
d we lling s. The se  numb e rs yie ld  a  ra tio  o f 
73.8% sing le -fa mily a nd  26.2% multi-fa mily. 

Sing le  Fa mily a nd  Multi-Fa mily 
Ho using  Tre nd s 

Sinc e  the  e nd  o f the  2008 re c e ssio n, sing le -

fa mily ho me  c o nstruc tio n ha s inc re a se d  a t a  
ste a d y p a c e . Altho ug h the  p a c e  o f p e rmits 
ha s no t re a c he d  p re -re c e ssio n le ve ls d uring  
the  e a rly 2000s, the y a p p e a r to  c urre ntly b e  
o n p a r with the  ra te  o f inc re a se  se e n d uring  
the  la te  1990s. Sing le -fa mily re sid e ntia l 
c o nstruc tio n c o mp rise d  a n a ve ra g e  o f 59% o f 
ne w ho using  c o nstruc tio n d uring  the  la st 10-
ye a r p e rio d , while  multi-fa mily re sid e ntia l 
a ve ra g e d  41%. 

Multi-fa mily c o nstruc tio n sa w a  d e c re a se  
d uring  the  first fe w ye a rs o f the  p a st d e c a d e  
b ut ha s sinc e  se e n iso la te d  sp ike s d uring  the  

p a st five  ye a rs. This tre nd  is p rima rily d ue  to  
the  c o nstruc tio n o f two  la rg e  tra nsit-o rie nte d  
d e ve lo p me nts a nd  re c e ntly a d o p te d  
o rd ina nc e s. 

In the  la st fe w ye a rs, d e ma nd  fo r a ll typ e s o f 
ho using , inc lud ing  multi-fa mily, ha s inc re a se d  
sig nific a ntly a lo ng  the  Wa sa tc h Fro nt d ue  to  

limite d  sup p ly re sulting  fro m a  slo w inc re a se  in 
c o nstruc tio n o ve r the  ye a rs fo llo wing  the  2008 
re c e ssio n.  

In We st Jo rd a n, this sup p ly ha s a lso  b e e n 
so me wha t te mp e re d  b y the  Ba la nc e d  
Ho using  o rd ina nc e  tha t wa s initia lly a d o p te d  
o n Oc to b e r 22, 2014. This o rd ina nc e  
e sse ntia lly c o ntro ls the  lo c a tio n a nd  
d istrib utio n o f  a ny  ne w multi-fa mily 
d e ve lo p me nt, with va rio us e xc e p tio ns, until 

the  a c tua l sing le -fa mily/ multi-fa mily d we lling  
unit ra tio  ma tc he s the  83% sing le -fa mily a nd  
17% multi-fa mily ra tio  c a lle d  fo r in the  
“Guiding Principles and Goals for Housing” 
se c tio n o f this c ha p te r. 

Percent of dwellings that are single-family 

 

Total dwellings 
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The  iso la te d  sp ike s sho wn in Fig ure  7.3 like ly 
re fe r to  multi-fa mily d e ve lo p me nts tha t we re  
a p p ro ve d  o r und e r re vie w p rio r to  the  
ra tific a tio n o f this Ba la nc e d  Ho using  
o rd ina nc e  b ut b e g a n c o nstruc tio n la te r.  

The se  sp ike s c o uld  a lso  b e  a ttrib ute d  to  
sp e c ific  typ e s o f multi-fa mily d e ve lo p me nt 

tha t is e xe mp t fro m the  Ba la nc e d  Ho using  
o rd ina nc e , suc h a s hig h-d e nsity multi-fa mily 
d e ve lo p me nts within o ne -q ua rte r mile  o f a  
lig ht ra il sta tio n, se nio r ho using  d e ve lo p me nts, 
o r 75+ a c re  p la nne d  c o mmunitie s tha t 
ma inta in a  ra tio  o f 17% o wne r-o c c up ie d  multi
-fa mily /  83% sing le -fa mily re sid e ntia l. As a  
d ire c t re sult o f this o rd ina nc e , it is like ly tha t 
ne w multi-fa mily ho using  c o nstruc tio n in We st 
Jo rd a n will fluc tua te  fro m ye a r to  ye a r a s 
d e ma nd  re ma ins hig h. 

De sp ite  the  inc re a se  in pe rmits, the  
p e rc e nta g e  o f sing le -fa mily ho using  ha s 
slig htly d e c re a se d , while  the  multi-fa mily 
ho using  p e rc e nta g e  ha s se e n a  sma ll 
inc re a se .  

FIG URE 7 .3  

BUILDING PERMITS 

So urc e : WJ Building  Pe rmits 

The  multi-fa mily p e rc e nta g e  re ma ine d  ste a d y 
a ro und  24% fro m 2010 to  2015 b ut ha s ste a d ily 
inc re a se d  to  26% b y 2020. This sp ike  c o uld  b e  
e xp la ine d  b y the  b a c klo g  o f ve ste d  multi-
fa mily d e ve lo p me nt tha t ha s b e e n finishing  
up  c o nstruc tio n a nd  the  re la tive ly mo d e st 
inc re a se  in sing le -fa mily ho me  d e ve lo p me nt 
whe n c o mp a re d  to  the  p re vio us d e c a d e . 
The se  p e rc e nta g e s a re  illustra te d  in Fig ure s 

7.2 a nd  7.3. 

Ac c e sso ry Dwe lling  Units 

Within the  p a st fe w ye a rs, a c c e sso ry d we lling  
units ha ve  b e c o me  a  c o mmo n to o l to  
inc re a se  the  ho using  sto c k within We st Jo rd a n 
a nd  thro ug ho ut Uta h. Ac c e sso ry d we lling  
units a re  e sse ntia lly a  d we lling  tha t is sma lle r in 
size  a nd  sc o p e  to  a  p rima ry d we lling  o n a  
p ro p e rty. The se  sma ll d we lling s typ ic a lly fa ll 

into  two  c a te g o rie s: inte rna l a c c e sso ry 
d we lling  units a nd  e xte rna l a c c e sso ry 
d we lling  units.  
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Inte rna l a c c e sso ry d we lling  units a re  
c o nta ine d  within the  o ve ra ll struc ture  o f the  
p rima ry d we lling  b ut a re  se p a ra te d  fro m the  
re st o f the  p rima ry d we lling  b y a  wa ll o r d o o r 
a nd  ha ve  a  se p a ra te  a c c e ss to  the  o utsid e . 
The se  a c c e sso ry d we lling  units a re  typ ic a lly 
fo und  in the  b a se me nt o r o ve r a n a tta c he d  
g a ra g e .  

Exte rna l a c c e sso ry d we lling  units a re  sma ll 
d we lling s tha t a re  fully d e ta c he d  fro m the  
p rima ry d we lling . The se  d we lling  units a re  
re q uire d  to  b e  no  le ss tha n 230 sq ua re  fe e t 
p e r Sta te  Build ing  Co d e s b ut the  ma ximum 
size  c a n va ry d e p e nd ing  o n City o rd ina nc e s, 
p ro p e rty a nd / o r ho me  c o nd itio ns a nd  the  
owner’s needs. External accessory dwelling 
units a re  typ ic a lly lo c a te d  b e hind  o r to  the  
sid e  o f the  p rima ry d we lling . Due  to  g re a te r 
e xp e nse s a nd  re g ula tio ns, e xte rna l a c c e sso ry 

d we lling  units a re  le ss c o mmo n tha n inte rna l 
a c c e sso ry d we lling  units. 

The  City o f We st Jo rd a n will c o ntinue  to  fo llo w 
re g ula tio ns se t b y the  sta te  le g isla ture  
re g a rd ing  ADUs. 

Citize n Surve y Re sults 

In Fe b rua ry o f 2021, the  City c o nd uc te d  a  
surve y to  g a ug e  the  p rio ritie s o f the  c itize ns o f 
We st Jo rd a n. O ut o f a  to ta l o f 16 q ue stio ns, 
the re  we re  6 q ue stio ns p e rta ining  to  multi-
fa mily d e ve lo p me nt, re sid e ntia l d e nsity, a nd  
p re fe rre d  ho using  typ e s.  

Co nc e rning  multi-fa mily ho using , mo st 
re sp o nd e nts fe lt tha t We st Jo rd a n ha s to o  
muc h (54%) o r a b o ut the  rig ht a mo unt (40%). 
De nsity fo llo we d  simila r tre nd s, with 55% o f 

re sp o nse s ind ic a ting  tha t d e nsity sho uld  b e  
d e c re a se d .  

Fo r sma lle r lo t re sid e ntia l sub d ivisio ns, thre e -
q ua rte rs o f re sp o nd e nts o p p o se d  suc h 

d e ve lo p me nts. The  p re fe rre d  typ e  o f ho using  
wa s fo r sing le -fa mily ho me s, whic h c o nstitute d  
68% o f re sp o nse s. The  fina l q ue stio n o f the  
surve y g a ug e d  the  p re fe rre d  p rio ritie s o f the  
re sp o nd e nts. Ba se d  o n the  re sp o nse s, sa fe ty 
a nd  se c urity wa s the  to p -ra nke d  p rio rity, 
fo llo we d  b y re d uc ing  tra ffic . Affo rd a b le  
ho using  wa s tie d  fo r the  third -hig he st ra nke d  

p rio rity, a lo ng  with o p e n sp a c e  a nd  sho p p ing  
o p tio ns/ c o nve nie nc e . 

Ho using  Va lua tio n a nd  Ma rke t 

The  me d ia n va lue  o f o wne r-o c c up ie d  units in 
We st Jo rd a n ha s g ro wn fro m $214,600 in 2009 
to  $337,600 in 2019, a n a ve ra g e  a nnua l 
inc re a se  o f a b o ut 4.6%. This ra p id  p ric e  
a p p re c ia tio n ha s inc re a se d  the  sha re  o f units 
va lue d  a t $300,000 o r mo re , whic h no w 
c o mp rise s o ve r two -third s o f a ll o wne r-
o c c up ie d  units in the  c ity. The  va lue s o f 
o wne r-o c c up ie d  d we lling s a re  illustra te d  in 
Fig ure  7.4. 

The  Wa sa tc h Fro nt Re g io na l Multip le  Listing s 
Se rvic e  (WFRMLS) re p o rts the  a ve ra g e  sa le  
p ric e  o f a  sing le -fa mily ho me  in We st Jo rd a n 

d uring  the  fo urth q ua rte r o f 2015 wa s 
$272,001. In the  fo urth q ua rte r o f 2020, the  
a ve ra g e  sa le s p ric e  ha d  inc re a se d  to  
$418,899, a  to ta l inc re a se  o f 54%, o r a n 
Ave ra g e  Annua l Ra te  o f Cha ng e  (AARC ) o f 
9%.   

The  a re a s o f the  City e a st o f 4800 We st ha d  
the  hig he st a nnua l ra te  o f p ric e  inc re a se s b ut 
ha d  the  lo we st sta rting  p ric e s in 2015, while  

the  a re a s we st o f 4800 We st sta rte d  with the  
hig he st p ric e s b ut ha d  the  lo we st a nnua l ra te  
o f p ric e  inc re a se . Multi-fa mily d we lling s, 
inc lud ing  c o nd o miniums a nd  to wnho me s, 
sho we d  tre nd s tha t we re  the  o p p o site  o f the  
sing le -fa mily ho me  ma rke t. Fo r the se  
d we lling s, the  e a ste rn ha lf o f the  City sta rte d  
with the  hig he st p ric e s in 2015 a nd  ha d  the  
lo we st ra te  o f a nnua l inc re a se  o ve r the  5-
ye a r p e rio d , while  the  we ste rn ha lf sta rte d  
with the  lo we st p ric e s a nd  ha d  the  hig he st 
ra te  o f a nnua l inc re a se .  

Owne r-o c c up ie d  a nd  Re nte r 
Oc c up ie d  Ho using  

In 2009, o wne r-o c c up ie d  ho using  

re p re se nte d  80% o f the  ho using  in the  c ity, 
while  re nte r-o c c up ie d  ho using  re p re se nte d  
20%. The se  p e rc e nta g e s sho w a  2% d e c re a se  
in o wne rship  fro m the  p e rc e nta g e s in the  
ye a r 2000. By the  ye a r 2019, the  o wne r-
o c c up ie d  p o rtio n o f a ll ho using  ha d  
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d e c re a se d  e ve n furthe r to  75%, while  re nte r-
o c c up ie d  ho using  inc re a se d  to  25%, se e  
Fig ure  7.5. 

Re nta l Ho using  Ra te s 

Fro m 2015 to  2019, mo re  tha n ha lf o f the  re nt 
ra te s in We st Jo rd a n we re  b e twe e n the  $1,000 

a nd  $1,500 p e r mo nth. Ne a rly 80% o f the  re nt 
ra te s in the  City a re  g re a te r tha n $1,000 p e r 
mo nth. In te rms o f ho use ho ld  inc o me , mo re  
tha n ha lf o f a ll re nta l ho use ho ld s p a y 30% o r 
mo re  o f the ir inc o me  o n re nt, se e  Fig ure  7.6. 

Ag e  a nd  Co nd itio n o f Ho using  
Sto c k 

Sinc e  We st Jo rd a n is a  re la tive ly ne w c ity, 
b e ing  inc o rp o ra te d  in 1941, o nly 4% o f the  
ho using  sto c k is o ve r 50 ye a rs o ld , se e  Fig ure  
7.1. Mo re  tha n o ne  third  (38%) o f the  to ta l 
ho using  sto c k ha s b e e n c o nstruc te d  within 
the  p a st 20 ye a rs. This ra p id  ra te  o f re sid e ntia l 
g ro wth is e vid e nt in the  numb e r o f ne w 
sc ho o ls, ro a d s, p a rks, a nd  o the r c o mmunity 

fa c ilitie s c o nstruc te d  in the  p a st fe w ye a rs. 
Sinc e  the  City ha s o nly b e e n re c e ntly 

inc o rp o ra te d  (in c ity ye a rs) a nd  the  ma jo rity 
o f re sid e ntia l g ro wth ha s ste a d ily inc re a se d  
since the 1970’s, the percentage of housing 
sto c k c o nsid e re d  to  b e  d e te rio ra te d  o r 
d ila p id a te d  is ve ry lo w. This d o e s no t me a n, 
ho we ve r, tha t the re  ma y no t b e  ho me s 
ne e d ing  re ha b ilita tio n within so me  o ld e r 
ne ig hb o rho o d s. 

Ho using  Oc c upa nc y - Va c a nc y 
Ra te  

We st Jo rd a n ha s g e ne ra lly ha d  a  ve ry lo w 
o c c up a nc y va c a nc y ra te  fo r ho using  o ve r 
the  p a st thre e  d e c a d e s, se e  Ta b le  7.1 Ba se d  
o n this d a ta , the  va c a nc y ra te  wa s 3.6% 
d uring  the  ye a r 2000 b ut ha d  inc re a se d  to  
4.8% b y 2010, like ly d ue  to  the  ho using  ma rke t 
c ra sh o f 2008. Sinc e  2010, the  va c a nc y ra te  
ha s d e c line d  b a c k d o wn to  its lo we st le ve l in 
the  la st thre e  d e c a d e s to  a  p e rc e nta g e  o f 
3.3%. 

Pro je c te d  Ma rke t Co nd itio ns 

We st Jo rd a n ha s a n a ttra c tive  e nviro nme nt 
a nd  lo c a tio n within the  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y fo r 

FIG URE 7 .4  

AVERAGE PRICE FOR DWELLINGS 

So urc e : Wa sa tc h Fro nt Re g io na l Co unc il Multip le  Listing  Se rvic e  (WFRMLS), Zillo w 
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FIG URE 7 .6  

RENT AS PERCENT OF INCOME 

So urc e : Wa sa tc h Fro nt Re g io na l Co unc il Multip le  Listing  Se rvic e  (WFRMLS), Zillo w 

FIG URE 7 .5  

OWNER/RENTER OCCUPIED HOUSING 

So urc e : U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u; 2019 Ame ric a n Co mmunity Surve y (ACS) 

79% 21% 

82% 18% 

80% 20% 

75% 25% 
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re sid e ntia l, ind ustria l, a nd  c o mme rc ia l 
d e ve lo p me nt. The  City is o ne  o f a  fe w c itie s 
within Sa lt La ke  Co unty tha t ha s la rg e  tra c ts 
o f va c a nt la nd . Altho ug h the  we st sid e  o f the  
c ity c o nta ins hund re d s o f a c re s o f va c a nt 
la nd , muc h o f it ha s b e e n ma ste r p la nne d  fo r 
re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt within the  p a st 10 
ye a rs.  

Gro wth in the se  a re a s will c ha lle ng e  the  
community’s ability to meet the demand for 
ne w a nd  imp ro ve d  tra nsp o rta tio n 
infra struc ture , inc lud ing  lig ht ra il a nd  o the r 
c o mmute r tra nsit mo d e s. 

Ho use ho ld  size  is e xp e c te d  to  d e c re a se  o ve r 
the  ne xt fe w d e c a d e s. Ac c o rd ing  to  the  2019 
Ame ric a n Co mmunity Surve y c o nd uc te d  b y 
the  U.S. C e nsus Bure a u, the  a ve ra g e  

ho use ho ld  size  in We st Jo rd a n wa s 3.28 
p e rso ns p e r ho use ho ld . This numb e r is ve ry 
simila r to  the  na tio na l ho use ho ld  size  o f 3.23. 
Ba se d  o n ho use ho ld  size  c e nsus d a ta  fro m 
the  p a st 50 ye a rs, the  numb e r o f p e rso ns p e r 
ho use ho ld  ha s d e c re a se d  b y 0.84 p e rso ns. 
Ba se d  o n the se  tre nd s, it is a ntic ipa te d  tha t 
the  p e rso ns p e r ho use ho ld  will d e c re a se  to  
2.9 b y the  ye a r 2050, se e  Ta b le  7.2. 

Ba se d  o n the  p o p ula tio n a nd  a ve ra g e  

ho use ho ld  size  fo re c a sts, the  d e ma nd  fo r 
ho using  will inc re a se  o ve r the  ne xt 50 ye a rs. 
Ho we ve r, this ra te  will b e  so me wha t 
te mp e re d  b y the  shrinking  ho use ho ld  size .  

Curre nt p o p ula tio n p ro je c tio ns fo r We st 
Jo rd a n a ntic ip a te  a  p o p ula tio n inc re a se  to  
a t le a st 135,254 b y the  ye a r 2030. This wo uld  
ind ic a te  a  ne e d  to  c o nstruc t ho using  fo r 
a p p ro xima te ly 18,293 mo re  re sid e nts o ve r the  
ne xt 10 ye a rs. Assuming  a n a ve ra g e  d we lling  
unit o c c up a nc y o f 3.28 p e rso ns p e r 

ho use ho ld , a no the r 5,577 d we lling  units wo uld  
ne e d  to  b e  c o nstruc te d  b y 2030 in o rd e r to  
ho use  the  a d d itio na l p o p ula tio n. Ba se d  o n 
the  b uild ing  p e rmit tre nd s b e twe e n 2000 

thro ug h 2020, We st Jo rd a n sho uld  re ma in o n 
tra c k to  p ro vid e  the  a mo unt o f ho using  
ne e d e d  to  a c c o mmo d a te  p o p ula tio n 
g ro wth, se e  Fig ure  7.8. 

Ho we ve r, the se  p ro je c tio ns d o  no t a c c o unt 
fo r e c o no mic  fa c to rs tha t ma y imp a c t 
ho using  c o nstruc tio n, the  a va ila b ility o f 
e sse ntia l utilitie s, timing  o f ma jo r infra struc ture  
e xte nsio ns, o r o the r fa c to rs. While  the re  is 
e no ug h va c a nt la nd  to  a c c o mmo d a te  this 
inc re a se , the  c o st to  insta ll a nd  ma inta in the  
a d d e d  infra struc ture  will b e  sig nific a nt. 

Ho use ho ld  Co mpo sitio n 

The  c o mp o sitio n o f ho use ho ld s within We st 
Jo rd a n ha s c ha ng e d  ra the r sig nific a ntly o ve r 
the  p a st 10 ye a rs, se e  fig ure  7.7. Ove ra ll, the  
ma jo rity o f ho use ho ld s ha ve  tra nsitio ne d  fro m 
ma rrie d  c o up le s with c hild re n to  ma rrie d  

c o up le s witho ut c hild re n a nd  to  no nfa mily 
ho use ho ld s. Mo re  sp e c ific a lly, the  b ig g e st 
p e rc e nta g e  inc re a se s inc lud e d  ma rrie d  
c o up le s witho ut c hild re n (6% inc re a se ) a nd  

TA BLE 7 . 2  

AVERAGE 
HOUSEHOLD SIZE 

Year 

Number of 
People 

1960 4.20 

1970 4.12 

1980 4.02 

1990 3.85 

2000 3.60 

2010 3.46 

2020 3.28 

2030 3.15 

2040 3.02 

2050 2.90 

TA BLE 7 . 1  

VACANCY RATES 

Year Percentage 

1990 4.27% 

2000 3.57% 

2010 4.84% 

2020 3.32% 
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FIG URE 7 .7  

HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION 

So urc e : U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u; 2019 Ame ric a n Co mmunity Surve y (ACS) 

FIG URE 7 .8  

PROJECTED HOUSING NEEDS 

So urc e : U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u; We st Jo rda n Building  Pe rmits 
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no nfa mily ho use ho ld s (5% inc re a se ). The  
c a te g o ry with the  la rg e st d e c re a se  c o nsiste d  
o f ma rrie d  c o up le s with c hild re n, whic h wa s a  
13% d e c re a se . 

Future  De ma nd  

Altho ug h future  ho using  d e ma nd  is c o mp le x, 
sub je c tive  a nd  b a se d  o n a  myria d  o f fa c to rs 
a t the  lo c a l, sta te  a nd  na tio na l le ve l, the re  
a re  a  fe w imp o rta nt d e ma nd  fa c to rs tha t c a n 
b e  infe rre d  fro m the  We st Jo rd a n ho using  
d a ta . One  o f the se  fa c to rs is ho using  sup p ly. 
During  the  re c e ssio n o f 2008, the re  wa s a  

ma jo r re d uc tio n in the  numb e r o f ne w ho me s 
b e ing  b uilt. Sinc e  the n, ne w ho me  inve nto ry 
ha s slo wly b e e n inc re a sing  a t a  ste a d y p a c e  
b ut is still b e lo w p re -2006 fig ure s. During  this 
time , ma ny p e o p le  mo ve d  in with fa mily 
me mb e rs, re nte d  a ffo rd a b le  a p a rtme nt units 
o r sta ye d  in the ir ho me s wa iting  fo r the  
va lua tio n to  inc re a se . As the  e c o no my 
imp ro ve d , the  numb e r o f p e o p le  tha t we re  
willing  a nd  a b le  to  b uy a  ho me  inc re a se d  a t 
a  fa ste r p a c e  tha n sup p ly c o uld  ke e p  up  
with, re sulting  in hig h d e ma nd . A va c a nc y 
ra te  tha t ha s d e c re a se d  to  its lo we st le ve l in 
the  p a st 30 ye a rs a lso  ind ic a te s tha t d e ma nd  
re ma ins hig h. 

As a  re sult o f the  limite d  sup p ly a nd  hig h 
d e ma nd , ho using  a ffo rd a b ility ha s b e c o me  a  
ma jo r issue  in We st Jo rd a n a nd  a lo ng  the  
e ntire  Wa sa tc h Fro nt. The  d a ta  ha s sho wn 
tha t p ric e s fo r b o th sing le -fa mily ho me s a nd  
c o nd o minium/ to wnho me  units ha s ste a d ily 
inc re a se d  o ve r the  p a st 10 ye a rs a nd  is like ly 
to  c o ntinue  this tre nd . Altho ug h p ro je c tio ns 
b a se d  o n the  c urre nt ra te  o f inc re a se  sho w a  

sub sta ntia l p ric e  inc re a se  o ve r the  ne xt 
d e c a d e , it is unkno wn ho w this ra te  o f 
inc re a se  will c ha ng e  o ve r time . Re nt b urd e ns 
a re  a lso  like ly to  re ma in hig h a s the  sup p ly o f 
multi-fa mily units ha s inc re a se d  slo wly o ve r 
time . 

Ave ra g e  ho use ho ld  size  a nd  c o mp o sitio n will 
a lso  a ffe c t d e ma nd , p a rtic ula rly in te rms o f 
the  typ e s o f ho using  tha t will b e  in hig h 
d e ma nd . The  d a ta  in this c ha p te r sho ws tha t 

ho use ho ld s will like ly g e t sma lle r o ve r time , 
me a ning  tha t d e ma nd  fo r sma lle r ho me s, 
to wnho me s, c o nd o s a nd  a p a rtme nts will like ly 
inc re a se  fo r the  fo re se e a b le  future . The  tre nd s 
sho wn in the  inc re a sing  numb e r o f multi-
fa mily p e rmits o ve r the  p a st d e c a d e  a lso  
re fle c t this d e ma nd . 

HOUSING GUIDING PRINCIPES 

Encourage a balanced variety of housing types that meet the needs of all life stages 
with a mix of opportunities for today and into the future 

Place high density projects near infrastructure which exists to sustain the increased 
density 

Implement programs to encourage the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of 
deteriorating residential structures 



 

 73 

The  p urp o se  o f this mo d e ra te -inc o me  ho using  e le me nt o f the  g e ne ra l 
p la n is to  e nsure  tha t the  City o f We st Jo rd a n p ro vid e s a  re a so na b le  
o p p o rtunity fo r a  va rie ty o f ho using , inc lud ing  mo d e ra te  inc o me  

ho using , to  me e t the  ne e d s o f the  p o p ula tio n d e siring  to  live  in the  
City. Uta h Co d e  § 10-9a -401(3) re q uire s a  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  
plan be adopted as part of the City’s General Plan.  

We st Jo rd a n is the  third  mo st p o p ulo us c ity in Uta h. Nine te e n U.S. 
Census Tracts correspond with West Jordan’s neighborhood precincts. 
The  p o p ula tio n o f We st Jo rd a n is 116,541 re sid e nts in 2022 a nd  
p ro je c tio ns ind ic a te  a  p o p ula tio n o f 123,341 b y 2030. Po p ula tio n 
growth may strain the City’s supply of moderate income housing. 

Ma ny ne w sing le  fa mily ho me s a re  o nly a ffo rd a b le  to  ho use ho ld s 
earning more than 100% of the area’s median family income of 
$92,900.00. Ove r o ne  third  o f a ll ho use ho ld s in We st Jo rd a n e a rn 80% 
o r le ss o f the  a re a  me d ia n inc o me  o f $92,900.00 p e r ye a r. The  
d e ma nd  fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  re nta ls a nd  ho me  o wne rship  
o p p o rtunitie s a re  p ro je c te d  to  inc re a se . Ana lysis o f d a ta  p ro vid e d  b y 
the  U.S. C e nsus Bure a u a nd  the  U.S. De p a rtme nt o f Ho using  a nd  
Urb a n De ve lo p me nt (HUD) ind ic a te  tha t a  hig h pe rc e nta g e  o f 
ho use ho ld s, p a rtic ula rly re nte rs e a rning  a  mo d e ra te  inc o me , a re  
e xp e nd ing  mo re  tha n 30 p e rc e nt o f the ir ho use ho ld  inc o me  o n 
ho using  c o sts. 

“(3)(a) The general plan of a specified municipality, as 
defined in Section 10-9a-408, shall include a moderate 
income housing element that meets the requirements of 
Subsection 10-9a-403(2)(a)(iii).” 

- Utah Code §10-9a-401(3)  

Cha p te r Eig ht 

MODERATE 
INCOME 
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Current Land Use 
Ordinances 

We st Jo rd a n City is d ivid e d  into  zo ning  d istric ts 
se g re g a ting  te n d iffe re nt typ e s o f la nd  use s 
ra ng ing  fro m a g ric ulture  to  ind ustria l. We st 

Jo rd a n City ha s thirty re sid e ntia l zo ning  
d istric ts. Ea c h o f the  re sid e ntia l zo ne s a re  
d iffe re nt a nd  c a n g e ne ra lly b e  c a te g o rize d  
b y lo t size  a nd  whe the r the y a re  sing le  fa mily 
o r multi-fa mily. 

We st Jo rd a n is p re d o mina ntly a  lo w to  
me d ium d e nsity sing le  fa mily sub urb a n 
c o mmunity. Sing le  fa mily re sid e ntia l ha s b e e n 
the  visio n o f the  c ity a s it ha s tra nsfo rme d  fro m 
a  rura l fa rming  c o mmunity o ve r the  la st 50 
ye a rs. Sing le  fa mily re sid e ntia l c o mp rise s 39% 
o f the  re sid e ntia lly zo ne d  p ro p e rty in We st 
Jo rd a n. The  R-1-10 zo ne  (Sing le  fa mily 10,000 
Sq ua re  fo o t minimum lo t size ) c o mp rise s 16.4% 
o f the  39% o f the  la nd  a re a  o f sing le  fa mily 
zo ne s a nd  is the  mo st use d  sing le  fa mily zo ne  

in the  c ity. The  a ve ra g e  d e nsity o f a ll o f the  
c o mb ine d  sing le  fa mily zo ne s is 3.4 units p e r 
a c re . Whe n a ll o f the  c urre ntly zo ne d  sing le  
fa mily zo ne s, whic h d o e s no t inc lud e  Pla nne d  
Co mmunity PC zo ne s, a re  d e ve lo p e d , using  
West Jordan’s average household size of 3.42, 
a p p ro xima te ly 94,000 p e o p le  c o uld  live  in 
tha t typ e  o f ho using  d e nsity. 

We st Jo rd a n ha s 3,258.58 a c re s o r 15.56% o f 

the  la nd  a re a  in Pla nne d  Co mmunity (PC ) 

zo ne s. Pla nne d  C o mmunity zo ning  a llo ws a  
mixture  o f sing le  fa mily a nd  multi-fa mily 
re sid e ntia l, re ta il, o ffic e , sc ho o ls a nd  
institutio ns with p la nne d  o p e n sp a c e  a nd  
o the r a me nitie s. The  a ve ra g e  re sid e ntia l 
d e nsity o f the  PC zo ning  in We st Jo rd a n is 6.54 
units p e r a c re . Whe n a ll o f the  c urre nt PC 
zones are developed, using West Jordan’s 
a ve ra g e  ho use ho ld  size  o f 3.32, 

a p p ro xima te ly 70,750 p e o p le  p o te ntia lly 
c o uld  live  in p la nne d  c o mmunity zo ning . 

Tra d itio na l multi-fa mily re sid e ntia l zo ne s in 
West Jordan City comprises 3.5% of the City’s 
zo ning  d istric ts o r 734 a c re s. This zo ning  
c o nsists o f la rg e  a p a rtme nt c o mp le xe s a nd  a ll 
o the r a tta c he d  ho using  fro m d up le xe s o n up . 
The  a ve ra g e  d e nsity o f the  tra d itio na l multi-
fa mily zo ning  is 12 units p e r a c re . All o f the  
tra d itio na l multi-fa mily zo ning  in the  c ity ha s 

b e e n d e ve lo p e d  a nd  it is e stima te d  tha t 
30,000 p e o p le  live  in this typ e  o f zo ning  in the  
City. 

Ta b le  8.1 sho ws the  e xisting  numb e r o f sing le  
fa mily units vs. multi-fa mily units in the  City 
with 77% sing le  fa mily a nd  23% multi-fa mily.  
The  info rma tio n d e mo nstra te s tha t We st 
Jordan is a “cradle to grave community” 
me a ning  tha t e ve ry typ e  o f ho using  ne e d e d , 

fro m a p a rtme nts to  sing le  fa mily, fro m 
to wnho me s to  se nio r c a re  ho using  is a va ila b le  
in the  City. 

TA BLE 8 . 1  

RESIDENTIAL STATISTICS 

Data Type Existing Entitled Projects 

Citywide Residential Density 

(Dwelling units/developed residential land) 
37,418/9754 acres = 3.83 Units 
per acre  

7972 combined units/1412 acres =  5.62 
Units per acre  

Ratio of Single-family vs. Multi-family dwellings 27,321 Single Family vs 10,097 
Multi-Family  

4,163 Single Family vs 2,854 Multi- Family  

   

Combined existing plus future residential when 
built 

31,484 Single Family 

13,382 Multi-family  
Residential density when all entitled 
constructed 4.08 units per acre  

Persons per acre (3.42 household size) x 3.55 12.41 persons per residential 
acre  

37.6 persons per residential acre  

   

Entitled construction persons per acre  13.1 persons per acre 3,524 persons per square mile (based on 
Census) 
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TA BLE 8 . 2  

RESIDENTIAL DISTRIBUTION 

NAICS Code Acres 

Percent of 
Total 

Net 
Residential 

Land Use 
Designation 

RR-20 (Rural Residential-20,000 sq. ft.) 774.04 3.70% 1.75 Very Low, Low 

RR-30 (Rural Residential-30,000 sq. ft.) 4.96 0.02% 1.16 Very Low, Low 

RR-40 (Rural Residential-40,000 sq. ft.) 470.91 2.25% 0.87 Very Low, Low 

RE-20 (Rural Estate-20,000 sq. ft.) 68.62 0.33% 1.75 Very Low, Low 

RE-30 (Rural Estate-30,000 sq. ft.) 4.72 0.02% 1.16 Very Low, Low 

RE-40 (Rural Estate-40,000 sq. ft.) 0 0.00% 0.87 Very Low, Low 

*R-1-4 ( Single Family 4000 sq. ft.) 137.82 0.66% 8.7 High * No longer available 

R-1-5 (Single Family 5000 sq. ft.) 0 0.00% 6.9 High 

R-1-6 (Single Family 6000 sq. ft.) 890.05 4.25% 5.8 High 

R-1-8 (Single Family 8000 sq. ft.) 1617 7.72% 4.3 Medium 

R-1-9 (Single Family 9000 sq. ft.) 11.4 0.05% 3.8 Medium 

R-1-10 (Single Family 10,000 sq. ft.) 3405.65 16.26% 3.4 Medium 

R-1-12 (Single Family 12,000 sq. ft.) 646.09 3.09% 2.9 Low 

R-1-14 (Single Family 14,000 sq. ft.) 52.9 0.25% 2.4 Low 

Multi-Family Zones 

RM (Mobile Home Residential) 132.85 0.63% 5.8 High Density 

R-2 (Two-Family Residential) 171.31 0.82% 8.7 High Density 

R-3 (Multiple-Family Residential) 7 Zones 359.42 1.72% 6 to 22 High, Very High 

Planned Community Zones 

PRD (Planned Residential Development) 119.32 0.57% 1 to 24 Very Low to Very High 

PC (Planned Community) 2034.85 9.72% 

Established  
by CC 

Very Low to Very High 

West Side Planning Area Zones  

HFR (High Density, Multi-Family) 160.65 0.77% Varies High 

LSFR (Low Density, Single-Family) 522.83 2.50% Varies Low 

MFR (Medium Density, Multi-Family) 150.33 0.72% Varies Medium 

MU (Mixed Use) 0 0% Varies High 

VLSFR (Very Low Density, Single-Family) 143.63 0.69% Varies Very Low 

Total City Acres 20,759.37 
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Potential Barriers to 
Moderate Income 
Housing 

The majority of West Jordan’s Zoning does not 
p ro hib it the  d e ve lo p me nt o f ho using  fo r lo w 
to  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho use ho ld s. Ho we ve r, 
lo t size , a nd  ho use  size  re q uire me nts in zo ning  

d istric ts c o uld  ma ke  it d iffic ult to  d e ve lo p  
mo d e ra te  inc o me  sing le -fa mily units. The  City 
Co unc il ha s sta te d  in the  Ba la nc e d  Ho using  
o rd ina nc e  tha t multi-fa mily d we lling s sho uld  
b e  p la nne d  in the  mo st a p p ro p ria te  a re a s o f 
the  c ity. The  a p p ro p ria te  a re a s to  lo o k a t first 

a re  a re a s a d ja c e nt to  ma ss tra nsit whe re  the  
ho using  d e nsitie s a re  a  minimum o f 45 units 
p e r a c re  ra the r tha n the  mo re  re stric tive  
d e nsity ma ximums a s re q uire d  in sing le  fa mily 
zo ne s. The  c ity sho uld  b e  mo re  willing  to  
e nte rta in d e ve lo p me nts tha t p ro vid e  a  

va rie ty o f ho using  typ e s, inc lud ing  
to wnho me s, c o nd o miniums, a nd  a p a rtme nts, 
in the  a p p ro p ria te  a re a s. Ho we ve r, d e nse r 
d e ve lo p me nt sho uld  b e  c a re fully d e sig ne d  so  
it will inte g ra te  into  a nd  no t imp a c t lo we r 
d e nsity ne ig hb o rho o d s. 

Imp a c t fe e s a re  imp o se d  so  tha t ne w 
d e ve lo p me nt p a ys fo r the  imp a c t tha t it 
imposes upon the City’s infrastructure. Impact 
fe e s c o me  in a  va rie ty o f fo rms to  p a y fo r 
d iffe re nt typ e s o f infra struc ture  a nd  se rvic e s. 
Imp a c t fe e s ha ve  a  d ire c t imp a c t up o n the  
a ffo rd a b ility o f ne w c o nstruc tio n, a s the y a d d  
to  the  p ric e  o f d e ve lo p ing  p ro p e rty. 
The re fo re , re d e ve lo p me nt a re a s c o uld  b e  

p rime  a re a s fo r Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  
b e c a use  o f e xisting  ro a d  a nd  utility 
infra struc ture .  

Household Income 

The  me d ia n ho use ho ld  inc o me  in We st 
Jo rd a n is $87,006 p e r ye a r. Two  third s o f We st 
Jo rd a n ho use ho ld s ma ke  $50,000 o r mo re  p e r 
ye a r, with the  o the r o ne  third  ma king  le ss tha n 
$50,000 p e r ye a r. Twe nty-se ve n p e rc e nt (27%) 
o f the  ho use ho ld s o f We st Jo rd a n ma ke  mo re  

tha n $100,000 p e r ye a r.  

The  p e rc e nta g e  o f ho use ho ld s living  b e lo w 
the  fe d e ra l p o ve rty le ve l in We st Jo rd a n is 
5.4% The  fe d e ra l p o ve rty le ve l is o ne  p e rso n 
ma king  $13,788.00 o r le ss. Po ve rty thre sho ld s 
a re  sho wn in Ta b le  8.3.    

TA BLE 8 . 3  

POVERTY THRESHOLD BY SIZE OF FAMILY AND NUMBER OF 
RELATED CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS OLD: 2021 

(In Do llars) 

Size of family unit  Weighted 
average 
threshold  

Related children under 18 years  

None One Two Three Four Five  Six Seven Eight or 
more 

One person (unrelated individual): 13,788 — — — — — — — — — 

     Under age 65 14,097 14,097 — — — — — — — — 

     Aged 65 and older 12,996 12,996 — — — — — — — — 

Two people: 17,529 — — — — — — — — — 

     Householder under age 65 18,231 18,145 18,677 — — — — — — — 

     Householder aged 65 and over 16,400 16,379 18,606 — — — — — — — 

Three people 21,559 21,196 21,811 21,831 — — — — — — 

Four people 27,740 27,949 28,406 27,479 27,575 — — — — — 

Five people 32,865 33,705 34,195 33,148 32,338 31,843 — — — — 

Six people 37,161 38,767 39,921 38,119 37,350 36,207 35,529 — — — 

Seven people 42,156 44,606 44,885 43,925 43,255 42,009 40,554 38,958 — — 

Eight people 47,093 49,888 50,329 49,423 48,629 47,503 46,073 44,585 44,207 — 

Nine or more people 56.325 60,012 60,303 59,501 58,828 57,722 56,201 54,826 54,485 52,386 

So urc e : U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u 
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Ana lyzing  the  ho use ho ld  inc o me  o f the  We st 
Jo rd a n re sid e nts is c ritic a l to  und e rsta nd ing  
the City’s moderate income housing need. 
Mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  is d e fine d  b y 
sta tute  a s ho using  tha t is a ffo rd a b le  to  tho se  
ho use ho ld s who se  inc o me  is le ss tha n o r 
e q ua l to  80% o f the  Are a  Me d ia n Inc o me  
(AMI) o f Sa lt La ke  C o unty. Sa lt La ke  Co unty 
AMI is $92,900.00 p e r fa mily o f fo ur a s 

d e te rmine d  b y the  De p a rtme nt o f Ho using  
a nd  Urb a n De ve lo p me nt (HUD). O f the  
fa milie s in We st Jo rd a n City, 9,840 (38%) e a rn 
a  mo d e ra te  inc o me  o r le ss. In 2018, 80% o f 
AMI is a  ye a rly sa la ry o f $74,320.00. The  
De p a rtme nt o f Ho using  a nd  Urb a n 
De ve lo p me nt (HUD) ha s furthe r d e fine d  
mo d e ra te  inc o me  into  3 c a te g o rie s; le ss tha n 
30% o f AMI (Extre me ly Lo w Inc o me ); 30% to  
50% o f AMI (Ve ry Lo w Inc o me ) a nd  50% to  
80% o f AMI (Lo w Inc o me ). In We st Jo rd a n, 
1930 (7.5%) o f fa milie s e a rn le ss tha n 30% AMI; 

3498 (13.5%) e a rn 30% to  50% AMI; 4412 

(17.15) 50% to  80% AMI. 

The  Sta te  o f Uta h re q uire s tha t munic ipa litie s 
fa c ilita te  a  re a so na b le  o p p o rtunity fo r 
mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  in the  City. The  
ho use ho ld s tha t e a rn just 30% o f the  AMI find  
it mo re  d iffic ult to  find  ma rke t ra te  ho using  a t 
the ir inc o me . It is imp o rta nt tha t ho use ho ld s 

o f a ll inc o me  le ve ls ha ve  mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using  o p tio ns.  

Housing Stock 

Ne w Ho using  De ma nd  

Ac c o rd ing  to  the  U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u, We st 

Jo rd a n a d d e d  4,881 ho using  units b e twe e n 
2010 a nd  2020. Ba se d  o n tho se  sta tistic s, the  
City’s housing supply grew 1.35% or 488 units 
p e r ye a r o ve r the  te n ye a r time  p e rio d . The  
2020 inve nto ry o f ho using  units is 36,247. At 
tha t ra te  o f g ro wth, the  to ta l e stima te d  

TA BLE 8 . 4  

WEST JORDAN HOUSING 
VALUES 

Owner-occupied units value Units 

Less than $50,000  441 

$50,000 to $99,999  230 

$100,000 to $149,999  660 

$150,000 to $199,999  2,089 

$200,000 to $299,999  8,311 

$300,000 to $499,999  13,424 

$500,000 to $999,999  1,282 

$1,000,000 or more  84 

Totals:  26,521 

Me dia n Ho me  Va lue : $316,600  

 30% of the adjusted median income for the municipality maximum 
house cost $65,585 

 50% of the adjusted median income for the municipality maximum 
house cost $136,000 

 80% of the adjusted median income for the municipality maximum 
house cost $241,533  

 30% of the adjusted median income maximum rent $697 per 
month 

 50% of the adjusted median income maximum rent $1,160 per 
month 

 80% of the adjusted median income maximum rent $1,858 per 
month 

TA BLE 8 . 5  

RENTAL STATISTICS 

Occupied units paying rent Units 

Less than $600  142 

$600 to $1,000  1,140 

$1,001 to $1,499  4,242 

$1,500 to $1,858  1,868 

$2,000 to $2,499  349 

 $2,500 to $2,999  33 

$3,000 or more  0 

Totals:  7,697 

Me dian Mo nthly Re nt Payme nt: $1,269 

No  re nt p a id    254 
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d we lling  units b y 2023 will b e  36,736 a nd  
41,140 units b y 2030. 

Existing  Ho using  Sto c k Va lue  

Ta b le  8.4 sho ws the  Ce nsus ma rke t va lue s o f 
e xisting  ho me s in the  City o f We st Jo rd a n. 
Ba se d  o n the  ho use  va lue s sho wn in Ta b le  8.4 
a nd  b a se d  o n mo d e ra te  inc o me  o f 80% o f 
AMI, twe nty-nine  p e rc e nt (29%) o f the  ho using  
sto c k in the  City wo uld  b e  a ffo rd a b le  to  a  
ho use ho ld  ma king  a  mo d e ra te  inc o me , if it 
we re  a va ila b le .  

Existing  ho using  sto c k c o nsists o f 5,923 multi-
fa mily re nta l units, 3,301 ind ivid ua lly o wne d  
to wnho me s o r c o nd o s, 824 mo b ile  ho me s, 
a nd  25,468 sing le  fa mily d we lling s. Eig hty-
se ve n p e rc e nt (87%) o f the  o wne r o c c up ie d  
ho using  in We st Jo rd a n is va lue d  a b o ve  
$200,000. The  numb e r o f e xisting  o wne r 
o c c up ie d  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho use s in We st 
Jo rd a n sho wn in Ta b le  8.4. Ta b le  8.5 is 
d iffe re nt tha n Ta b le  8.4 in tha t it se p a ra te s the  
ho using  va lue s to  re fle c t the  ma ximum va lue  

tha t p e o p le  in the  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ra ng e s 
c o uld  a ffo rd . 

Whe n b o th o wne r-o c c up ie d  a nd  re nte r-
o c c up ie d  mo d e ra te  inc o me  units a re  
c o mb ine d , 18,865, o r 52% o f the  ho using  units 
in We st Jo rd a n City a re  within the  mo d e ra te  
inc o me  ra ng e  o f 80% o r le ss o f AMI. 

Forecast of Moderate 
Income Housing Need 

Ba se d  o n e stima te d  p o p ula tio n g ro wth it is 
p ro je c te d  tha t We st Jo rd a n will ne e d  a ll 
to ta le d  a n a d d itio na l 2,872 ne w ho using  units 
b y 2023. O f tho se  2,872 units, b a se d  up o n the  
p ro je c te d  inc re a se  in p o p ula tio n, inc o me  
le ve ls, a nd  e xisting  va c a nc ie s, the  UAHFT 
Ho using  Mo d e l e stima te s tha t the re  will b e  a  
d e ma nd  fo r 134 ne w units tha t will ne e d  to  b e  
a ffo rd a b le  to  e xtre me ly lo w-income (≤30% 
AMI) ho use ho ld s, 245 ne w units will ne e d  to  
b e  a ffo rd a b le  to  ve ry lo w-inc o me  (>30% to  
≤50% AMI) households, and 95 new units will 
ne e d  to  b e  a ffo rd a b le  to  lo w-inc o me  (>50% 
to ≤80% AMI) households by 2023. 

Moderate Income 
Housing Strategies 
Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (A) Re zo ne  fo r 
d e nsitie s ne c e ssa ry to  fa c ilita te  the  
p ro d uc tio n o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . 

Stra te g y typ e  o ng o ing . 

Ana lysis of stra te g y: The  Inte rc ha ng e  Ove rla y 
Zo ne  (IOZ) wa s a d o p te d  in De c e mb e r 2020 
b y the  City C o unc il a nd  is a  to o l tha t the  c ity 

c a n use  to  c re a te  c o mp a tib le  
ne ig hb o rho o d s a d ja c e nt to  the  Mo unta in 
Vie w Co rrid o r. The  re a so n the  IOZ wa s 
a d o p te d  wa s to  c re a te  mo re  d e sira b le  
d e ve lo p me nt p a tte rns a d ja c e nt to  the  
Mo unta in Vie w Co rrid o r a nd  to  sup p o rt 
re sid e ntia l use s a nd  d e nsitie s a ntic ip a te d  b y 
the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. The  IO Z o rd ina nc e  a llo ws 
the  City Co unc il the  d isc re tio n to  se t the  
d e nsity fo r the  p ro p e rtie s lo c a te d  in the  IOZ, 
a fte r re c e iving  re c o mme nd a tio n fro m the  
Pla nning  Co mmissio n.  The  IOZ is a  p e rfe c t 

to o l to  c re a te  a d d itio na l mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using  in the  City b e c a use  o f a ntic ip a te d  
inc re a se d  d e nsitie s a nd  b e c a use  the  use  a nd  
d e nsity c a n b e  c o ntro lle d  b y a  ma ste r 
d e ve lo p me nt a g re e me nt ma nd a ting  a  
c e rta in p e rc e nta g e  o f the  d e ve lo p me nt, a s 

d e te rmine d  b y the  Co unc il, b e  d e ve lo p e d  a s 
mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using .  

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : Re zo ne  a ll q ua lifying  p ro p e rtie s to  
the  Inte rc ha ng e  Ove rla y Zo ne  (IOZ) b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2025. 

A. Me a sure : Id e ntify the  a re a s tha t 
q ua lify fo r the  IOZ. 
B. Me a sure : Co mp le te  e xisting  
c o nd itio ns a na lysis o f the  a re a s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a  a nd  b  b y Ma y 31, 
2023. 

C . Me a sure : Id e ntify utility c o nstra ints 
o f e a c h a re a  a nd  p lo t time fra me  o f 
utility d e ve lo p me nt. 
D. Me a sure : Id e ntify tra nsp o rta tio n 
c o nstra ints o f e a c h a re a  a nd  p lo t 
time fra me  o f tra nsp o rta tio n 

d e ve lo p me nt. 
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E. Me a sure : Co nd uc t a na lysis o f 
p o te ntia l re sid e ntia l d e nsity in e a c h 
IOZ a re a , inc lud ing  re c o mme nd e d  

p e rc e nta g e  o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s c  thro ug h e  b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2023. 

F. Me e t with p ro p e rty o wne rs to  
d e te rmine  fe a sib ility. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  f b y Ma rc h 31, 2024. 

G . Me a sure : Up d a te  Future  La nd  Use  
Ma p  in e a c h IOZ a re a  to  re fle c t future  
re zo ne  to  IOZ. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  g  b y July 31, 2024. 

H. Me a sure : De te rmine  if ma ste r 
d e ve lo p me nt a g re e me nt (MDA) is 
re q uire d  p rio r to  re zo ne  to  IOZ. 
I. Me a sure : Id e ntify c o mp o ne nts o f 
MDA. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  h a nd  i b y De c e mb e r 
31, 2024. 

J. Me a sure : Sta rt p ro c e ss to  re zo ne  
a re a s to  IOZ. 

K. Ho ld  Pla nning  Co mmissio n p ub lic  
he a ring (s). 
L. Ho ld  City C o unc il p ub lic  he a ring (s). 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  b y 
July 31, 2025 

M. Me a sure : Fina l re visio ns. 
i. Be nc hma rk a d o p t b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2025. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (B) De mo nstra te  

inve stme nt in the  re ha b ilita tio n o r e xp a nsio n 
o f infra struc ture  tha t fa c ilita te s the  
c o nstruc tio n o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . 
Stra te g y typ e  o n-g o ing . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y: We st Jo rd a n City is 
a c tive ly e xp a nd ing  its wa te r a nd  se we r 
infra struc ture .  Two  ne w wa te r re se rvo irs will 
se rve  Dry Cre e k a nd  the  ho using  a sso c ia te d  
with the  So uthwe st Qua d ra nt.  Dry Cre e k 
Hig hla nd s ha s a  ma ste r d e ve lo p me nt 

a g re e me nt tha t re q uire s b e twe e n 5% a nd  
10% o f the  unit c o unt to  b e  mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using .  A c o mp o ne nt o f the  So uthwe st 

quadrant will be for “workforce” housing, 
ho using  tha t will b e  in the  mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ra ng e .  Bo th d e ve lo p me nt a re a s a re  in the  
b e g inning  p ha se s o f c o nstruc tio n in 2022 a nd  
will b e  und e r d e ve lo p me nt fo r the  ne xt 
twe nty p lus ye a rs.  The  inve stme nt in ne w 
wa te r a nd  se we r infra struc ture  will se rve  the  
mo d e ra te  inc o me  c o mp o ne nt o f b o th 
d e ve lo p me nts fo r the  fo re se e a b le  future .      

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : De mo nstra te  ne xus b y July 31, 

2024. 
A. Me a sure : Id e ntify p o te ntia l 
infra struc ture  imp ro ve me nts tha t will 
c o ntrib ute  to  the  re ha b ilita tio n o r 
e xp a nsio n o f Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  
Ho using . 

B. Me a sure : Id e ntify a re a s whe re  
infra struc ture  imp ro ve me nts will re sult 
in p re se rva tio n o f a nd / o r the  c re a tio n 
o f Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using . 
C . Me a sure : De te rmine  c o st o f 
infra struc ture  imp ro ve me nts. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a , b  a nd  c  b y July 31, 
2023. 

D. Me a sure : If fe a sib le , id e ntify 
p o te ntia l p re se rva tio n o f, o r c re a tio n 

o f, Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  thro ug h 
infra struc ture  inve stme nt. 
E. Me a sure : Esta b lish ne xus b e twe e n 
inve stme nt in infra struc ture  a nd  
c re a tio n o f Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  
Ho using . 

i. Be nc hma rk: If fe a sib le , 
e sta b lish ne xus a nd  p o te ntia l 
re ha b ilita tio n o f a nd / o r the  
c re a tio n o f MIH b y July 31, 
2024. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (F) Zo ne  o r re zo ne  
fo r hig he r d e nsity o r mo d e ra te  inc o me  
re sid e ntia l d e ve lo p me nt in c o mme rc ia l o r 
mixe d -use  zo ne s ne a r ma jo r tra nsit inve stme nt 
c o rrid o rs, c o mme rc ia l c e nte rs, o r 
e mp lo yme nt c e nte rs. Stra te g y typ e  o ng o ing . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y: The  Re sid e ntia l Ove rla y 
Distric t (ROD) is a  to o l tha t the  c ity c a n use  to  
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p ro mo te  a nd  fa c ilita te  the  re d e ve lo p me nt o f 
la rg e , und e rutilize d , re ta il c o mme rc ia l 
p ro p e rtie s with a n influx o f ne w re sid e ntia l 
a nd  mixe d -use  d e ve lo p me nt.  The  p urp o se  o f 
the  ROD is to  p ro mo te  a nd  ma inta in the  
via b ility o f c o mme rc ia l re ta il sho p p ing  a re a s. 
The  ROD will a lso  re d uc e  tra ffic  c o ng e stio n, 
a ir p o llutio n a nd  c o mmute s to  a lre a d y 
e xisting  sho p p ing  a nd  e nte rta inme nt a re a s. It 

is the  inte nt o f the se  d istric ts to  g e ne ra lly: 

• Enc o ura g e  fle xib ility in the  re d e ve lo p me nt 
a nd  re inve stme nt in re ta il a nd  
e nte rta inme nt b a se d  p ro p e rtie s.  

• Enc o ura g e  the  use  o f inno va tive  

a p p ro a c he s to  re d e ve lo p me nt tha t utilize  
susta ina b le  d e ve lo p me nt p ra c tic e s. 

• Enc o ura g e  a nd  p ro mo te  p e d e stria n 

a c tivity a nd  re d uc e  ve hic le  mile s 
tra ve le d . This g o a l inc lud e s c o nsid e ra tio n 

o f o ff-site  a c tivitie s. 
• Fa c ilita te  the  re d e ve lo p me nt, a nd  use  o f 

p ro p e rtie s in We st Jo rd a n whe re  p ub lic  
infra struc ture  is a lre a d y in p la c e . 

• The  ROD is no t inte nd e d  a s a  

d e ve lo p me nt to o l o n und e ve lo p e d  

p ro p e rty. Ho we ve r, the  ROD ma y b e  
o ve rla ye d  o n re mna nt p ro p e rtie s tha t 
c urre ntly e xist within re ta il a nd  
e nte rta inme nt d e ve lo p me nts tha t we re  
inte nd e d  to  b e  b ut ha ve  no t b e e n 

d e ve lo p e d  in SC-2 a nd  SC-3 Zo ne s. 
 
The  re sid e ntia l d e nsity in the  ROD sha ll b e  a  
minimum o f fo rty five  (45) d we lling  units p e r 
a c re  up  to  a  ma ximum o f se ve nty five  (75) 
d we lling  units p e r a c re . De nsity is a  func tio n o f 
site , la nd sc a p ing  a nd  p a rking  re q uire me nts.  
A minimum mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  
p e rc e nta g e  sho uld  b e  re q uire d  a t 
e ntitle me nt a nd  e nfo rc e d  thro ug h a  ma ste r 
d e ve lo p me nt a g re e me nt.    

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : Re zo ne  a ll q ua lifying  p ro p e rtie s, 
a p p ro ve d  b y the  City Co unc il, to  the  

Re sid e ntia l Ove rla y Distric t (ROD) b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2025. 

A. Me a sure : Id e ntify the  a re a s tha t 
q ua lify fo r the  ROD. 
B. Me a sure : Co mp le te  e xisting  

c o nd itio ns a na lysis o f p o te ntia l ROD 
a re a s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a  a nd  b  b y Ma rc h 31, 
2023. 

C . Me a sure : Id e ntify utility c o nstra ints 
o f e a c h a re a  a nd  p lo t time fra me . 
D. Me a sure : Id e ntify tra nsp o rta tio n 
c o nstra ints o f e a c h a re a  a nd  p lo t 

time fra me . 
E. Me a sure : Co nd uc t a na lysis o f 
p o te ntia l re sid e ntia l d e nsity in e a c h 
ROD a re a , inc lud ing  re c o mme nd e d  
p e rc e nta g e  o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s c  thro ug h e  b y 
Se p te mb e r 30, 2023. 

F. Me e t with p ro p e rty o wne rs to  
d e te rmine  fe a sib ility. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  

me a sure  f b y De c e mb e r 31, 
2023. 

G . Me a sure : Up d a te  Future  La nd  Use  
Ma p  in e a c h ROD a re a  to  re fle c t 
future  re zo ne  to  ROD. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  

me a sure  g  b y July 31, 2024. 
H. Me a sure : De te rmine  if ma ste r 
d e ve lo p me nt a g re e me nt (MDA) is 
re q uire d  p rio r to  re zo ne  to  ROD. 
I. Me a sure : Id e ntify c o mp o ne nts o f 

MDA. 
i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  h a nd  i b y De c e mb e r 
31, 2024. 

J. Me a sure : Sta rt p ro c e ss to  re zo ne  
a re a s to  ROD. 

K. Ho ld  Pla nning  Co mmissio n p ub lic  
he a ring (s). 
L. Ho ld  City C o unc il p ub lic  he a ring (s). 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s j thro ug h l b y July 31, 
2025 

M. Me a sure : Fina l re visio ns. 
i. Be nc hma rk a d o p t b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2025. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (G ) Ame nd  la nd  
use  re g ula tio ns to  a llo w fo r hig he r d e nsity o r 
ne w mo d e ra te  inc o me  re sid e ntia l 
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d e ve lo p me nt in c o mme rc ia l o r mixe d -use  
zo ne s ne a r ma jo r tra nsit inve stme nt c o rrid o rs. 
Stra te g y typ e  o ne  time . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y: The  c urre nt City Ce nte r 
o rd ina nc e  d o e s no t me ntio n the  c re a tio n o f 
mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  within the  CC 
d istric t.  The  C C o rd ina nc e  c o uld  b e  mo d ifie d  

to  re q uire  with a ny ne w d e ve lo p me nt in the  
C C zo ne  tha t mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  b e  a  
p e rc e nta g e  o f a nd  a  c o mp o ne nt o f C C 
d e ve lo p me nt.    

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : Mo d ify City C e nte r (C C ) la nd  use  
re g ula tio n b y De c e mb e r 31, 2023 

A. Me a sure : Ana lyze  City Ce nte r zo ne  
o rd ina nc e  a nd  d e te rmine  p e rc e nta g e  
o f a nd  q ua lific a tio ns fo r ne w 
mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  
d e ve lo p me nt. 
B. Me a sure : De te rmine  ho w mo d e ra te  
inc o me  ho using  sho uld  b e  inte g ra te d  

into  CC zo ne s. 
i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a  a nd  b  b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2022. 

C. Me a sure : Id e ntify ho w ne w 
mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  will b e  

sub sid ize d . 
D. Me a sure : Ana lyze  p o te ntia l RDA 
ho using  se t a sid e  fo r ne w mo d e ra te  
inc o me  ho using  d e ve lo p me nt in CC 
zo ne . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s c  a nd  d  b y Ma y 31, 
2023. 

E. Me a sure : Sta rt p ro c e ss to  a me nd  
C C zo ne  la ng ua g e . 
F. Ho ld  Pla nning  Co mmissio n p ub lic  

he a ring (s). 
G . Ho ld  City Co unc il p ub lic  he a ring (s). 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s e  thro ug h g  b y 
Oc to b e r 31, 2023 

H. Me a sure : Fina l re visio ns. 

i. Be nc hma rk a d o p t b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2023. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (J) Imp le me nt 
zo ning  inc e ntive s fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  units 

in ne w d e ve lo p me nts. Stra te g y typ e  o ng o ing . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y: The  c ity is c urre ntly in 
p ro c e ss to  a d o p t the  Inte g ra te d  Ho using  
Ord ina nc e  (IHD).  This p ro p o se d  o rd ina nc e  
will a llo w a  d e nsity inc re a se  in the  o ve ra ll 
d e ve lo p me nt if the  a p p lic a nt a g re e s to  
c o nstruc t mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using .  The  

o rd ina nc e  re q uire s a  minimum o f 3% o f the  
p ro je c t b e  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  a nd  
a llo ws the  d e nsity inc re a se  b e yo nd  the  
minimum.  The  inte g ra te d  ho using  o rd ina nc e  
re q uire s inte g ra tio n o f multi-fa mily with sing le  
fa mily units.  Any d e ve lo p me nt using  the  IHD 
will b e  ne w d e ve lo p me nt up  to  90 a c re s in 
a re a .   

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : Imp le me nt Inte g ra te d  Ho using  
Ord ina nc e  (IHD) b y De c e mb e r 31, 2024. 

A. Ad o p t Inte g ra te d  Ho using  
Ord ina nc e . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  

me a sure  a  b y Se p te mb e r 30, 
2022. 

B. Me a sure : Id e ntify the  a re a s tha t 
c o uld  b e  use d  fo r the  IHD. 
C. Me a sure : Co mp le te  e xisting  
c o nd itio ns a na lysis o f e a c h a re a . 

D. Me a sure : Id e ntify utility c o nstra ints 
o f e a c h a re a  a nd  p lo t time fra me . 
E. Me a sure : Id e ntify tra nsp o rta tio n 
c o nstra ints o f e a c h a re a  a nd  p lo t 
time fra me . 

F. Me a sure : C o nd uc t a na lysis o f 
p o te ntia l re sid e ntia l d e nsity in e a c h 
IHD a re a , inc lud ing  re c o mme nd e d  
p e rc e nta g e  o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  

Me a sure  b  thro ug h f b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2022. 

G . Me e t with p ro p e rty o wne rs/
d e ve lo p e rs to  d e te rmine  fe a sib ility. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  g  b y Ma rc h 31, 2023. 

H. Me a sure : Up d a te  Future  La nd  Use  
Ma p  in e a c h IHD a re a  to  re fle c t future  
re zo ne  to  IHD. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  h b y July 31, 2023. 
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I. Me a sure : De te rmine  if ma ste r 
d e ve lo p me nt a g re e me nt (MDA) is 
re q uire d  p rio r to  re zo ne  to  IHD. 

J. Me a sure : Id e ntify c o mp o ne nts o f 
MDA. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  i a nd  J b y Oc to b e r 
31, 2023. 

K. Me a sure : Sta rt p ro c e ss to  re zo ne  

a re a s to  IHD. 
L. Ho ld  Pla nning  C o mmissio n p ub lic  
he a ring (s). 
M. Ho ld  City C o unc il p ub lic  he a ring (s). 

i. Be nc hma rk: Co mp le te  
me a sure s k thro ug h m b y July 
31, 2024 

N. Me a sure : Fina l re visio ns. 
i. Be nc hma rk a d o p t b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2024. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (M) De mo nstra te  
c re a tio n o f, o r p a rtic ip a tio n in, a  c o mmunity 
la nd  trust p ro g ra m fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using . Stra te g y typ e  o ne  time . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y: The  c ity is c urre ntly in 
p ro c e ss to  a d o p t the  Inte g ra te d  Ho using  
Ord ina nc e  (IHD).  This p ro p o se d  o rd ina nc e  
will a llo w a  d e nsity inc re a se  in the  o ve ra ll 
d e ve lo p me nt if the  a p p lic a nt a g re e s to  

c o nstruc t mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using .  The  IHD 
a ntic ip a te s tha t the  mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using  wo uld  b e  he ld  in a  c o mmunity la nd  
trust.  We st Jo rd a n ha s no t p a rtic ip a te d  in a  
c o mmunity la nd  trust (CLT) b e fo re .  The  
p urp o se  o f this stra te g y wo uld  b e  to  e xp lo re  
the  p o ssib ility o f p a rtne ring  with a  c o mmunity 
la nd  trust fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . 

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

Exp lo re  p a rtic ip a tio n in a  c o mmunity la nd  
trust p ro g ra m fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . 

1. Time line : De te rmine  fe a sib ility b y July 31, 

2024. 
A. Me a sure : Id e ntify p o te ntia l CLT 
p a rtne rs. 
B. Me a sure : De te rmine  c ity 
invo lve me nt. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  

Me a sure  a  a nd  b  b y Ma y 31, 
2023. 

C . Me a sure : If fe a sib le  sta rt p ro c e ss fo r 
c ity invo lve me nt in CLT. 
D. Me a sure : De te rmine  ho w c ity will 
b e  invo lve d  a nd  re q uire me nts o f C LT. 
E. Me a sure : Se le c t CLT p a rtne r. 
F. Me a sure : C o mp le te  re q uire d  
d o c ume nts fo r CLT p a rtne rship . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s c  thro ug h f b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2023. 

G . Ho ld  City C o unc il p ub lic  he a ring (s). 
i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s g  b y Ma rc h 31, 2023. 

H. Me a sure : Fina l re visio ns. 
i. Be nc hma rk if fe a sib le  a d o p t 
b y July 31, 2023. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (O ) Ap p ly fo r o r 

p a rtne r with a n e ntity tha t a p p lie s fo r sta te  o r 
fe d e ra l fund s o r ta x inc e ntive s to  p ro mo te  the  
c o nstruc tio n o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using , a n 
e ntity tha t a p p lie s fo r p ro g ra ms o ffe re d  b y the  
Uta h Ho using  Co rp o ra tio n within tha t 
a g e nc y's fund ing  c a p a c ity, a n e ntity tha t 

a p p lie s fo r a ffo rd a b le  ho using  p ro g ra ms 
a d ministe re d  b y the  De pa rtme nt o f 
Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s, a n e ntity tha t a p p lie s fo r 
a ffo rd a b le  ho using  p ro g ra ms a d ministe re d  b y 
a n a sso c ia tio n o f g o ve rnme nts e sta b lishe d  b y 

a n inte rlo c a l a g re e me nt und e r Title  11, 
Cha p te r 13, Inte rlo c a l Co o p e ra tio n Ac t, a n 
e ntity tha t a p p lie s fo r se rvic e s p ro vid e d  b y a  
p ub lic  ho using  a utho rity to  p re se rve  a nd  
c re a te  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using , o r a ny 
o the r e ntity tha t a p p lie s fo r p ro g ra ms o r 

se rvic e s tha t p ro mo te  the  c o nstruc tio n o r 
p re se rva tio n o f mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . 
Stra te g y Typ e  o ne  time . 

Ana lysis o f Stra te g y: The  City Co unc il is 

d e siro us to  e xp lo re  the  p o ssib ility o f a p p lying  
fo r fund ing  so urc e s to  c re a te  mo d e ra te  
inc o me  ho using  a nd / o r p a rtne ring  with a n 
e xp e rie nc e d  e ntity tha t will a ssist in this e ffo rt.   

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : C o mp le te  MIH p ro je c t b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2028. 

 

 



 

 83 

A. Me a sure : d e te rmine  p o te ntia l MIH 
p ro je c ts, inc lud ing  p o te ntia l lo c a tio ns. 
B. Me a sure : Id e ntify p o te ntia l fund ing  
so urc e s. 
C . Me a sure : Id e ntify a nd  inte rvie w 
p o te ntia l p a rtne rs. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a , b  a nd  c  b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2023. 

D. Me a sure : De te rmine  d e ve lo p me nt 
p a rtne rs. 
E. Me a sure : De te rmine  c ity 
invo lve me nt in MIH p ro je c t. 
F. Me a sure : De te rmine  fund ing  
so urc e s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  d  thro ug h f b y July 31, 
2024. 

G . Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  la nd  
use s a nd  utility c o nstra ints with e a c h 
MIH p ro je c t. 

H. Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  
c o nne c tivity imp ro ve me nts. 
I. Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  MIH 
re sid e ntia l d e nsity o f e a c h MIH 
p ro je c t.  
J. Ap p ly fo r o r p a rtne r with the  

id e ntifie d  e ntity tha t a p p lie s fo r 
fund ing , p ro g ra ms o r inc e ntive s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s g  thro ug h j b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2024. 

K. Me a sure : C o nc e p t p la n a nd  
re visio ns. 
L. Me a sure : Entitle me nt. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  k a nd  
l b y July 31, 2025. 

M. Me a sure : Pre limina ry p la n 

c o mp le tio n a nd  re vie w. 
i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2025 

N. Me a sure : Fina l p la n a nd  re visio ns. 
i. Be nc hma rk: a p p ro va l b y 
Ma y 31, 2026. 

O . Me a sure : C o nstruc tio n p ha se . 
i. Be nc hma rk: C o nstruc tio n 
c o mp le te  b y De c e mb e r 31, 
2028. 

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (T) Ra tify a  jo int 
a c q uisitio n a g re e me nt with a no the r lo c a l 

p o litic a l sub d ivisio n fo r the  p urp o se  o f 
c o mb ining  re so urc e s to  a c q uire  p ro p e rty fo r 
mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . Stra te g y Typ e  o ne  
time . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y:  The  City C o unc il is 
d e siro us to  e xp lo re  the  p o ssib ility o f p a rtne ring  
with e ithe r the  sc ho o l d istric t o r a no the r 

p a rtne r to  b uild  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  o r 
p a rtne ring  with a no the r a g e nc y in p urc ha sing  
p ro p e rty so le ly fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using . 

Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : Ra tify p a rtne rship  a nd  a c q uisitio n 
a g re e me nt b y De c e mb e r 31, 2025. 

A. Me a sure : Id e ntify p o te ntia l 
Mo d e ra te  Inc o me  Ho using  lo c a tio ns. 
B. Me a sure : Id e ntify p o te ntia l fund ing  
so urc e s. 
C . Me a sure : Id e ntify a nd  inte rvie w 
p o te ntia l p a rtne rs. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a , b  a nd  c  b y 

Oc to b e r 31, 2023. 
D. Me a sure : De te rmine  p a rtne rs. 
E. Me a sure : De te rmine  c ity 
invo lve me nt in MIH p ro je c t. 
F. Me a sure : De te rmine  fund ing  
so urc e s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  d  thro ug h f b y July 31, 
2024. 

G . Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  la nd  
use s a nd  utility c o nstra ints with e a c h 

MIH p ro je c t. 
H. Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  
c o nne c tivity imp ro ve me nts. 
I. Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  MIH 
re sid e ntia l d e nsity o f e a c h MIH 
p ro je c t. 
J. Me a sure : Wo rk with a pp ro p ria te  c ity 
d e p a rtme nts a nd  c o mp le te  a  
c o mp re he nsive  le g a l a na lysis o f a ll 
re q uire d  c o ntra c ts, p urc ha se  
a g re e me nts a nd  o the r d o c ume nts. 
K. Me a sure : De te rmine  a ll re le va nt 

2009 City C o d e  se c tio ns tha t re q uire  
a me nd me nt. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s g  thro ug h k b y Ma y 
31, 2025. 
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L. Me a sure : C o mp le te  a ll re q uire d  
c o d e  a me nd me nts a nd  a ll re q uire d  
le g a l d o c ume nts. 

M. Pre se nt to  City C o unc il a nd  ho ld  
re q uire d  p ub lic  he a ring s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: Ra tify 
p a rtne rship  with a no the r lo c a l 
p o litic a l sub d ivisio n fo r the  
p urp o se  o f c o mb ining  

re so urc e s to  a c q uire  p ro p e rty 
fo r mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  
b y De c e mb e r 31, 2025.   

Stra te g y 10-9a -403(2)(b )(iii) (V) De ve lo p  a nd  
a d o p t a  sta tio n a re a  p la n in a c c o rd a nc e  
with Se c tio n 10-9a -403.1. Stra te g y typ e  
o ng o ing . 

Ana lysis of Stra te g y: This is a  re q uire me nt o f 

sta te  la w b e c a use  We st Jo rd a n ha s six TRAX 
sta tio ns.  Pla nning  ha s b e e n d o ne  in the  p a st 
in a ll sta tio n a re a s a nd  the  ne w p la ns will 
up d a te  a nd  id e ntify ne e d e d  c ha ng e s. 
 
Imple m e nta tion Pla n for this Stra te g y 

1. Time line : Ad o p t fo ur sta tio n a re a  p la ns b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2025. 

A. Me a sure : Id e ntify the  fo ur sta tio n 
a re a s to  b e  p la nne d . 

1. Ta sk: Ap p ly fo r 

Te c hnic a l Assista nc e  b y 
July 15, 2022 

B. Me a sure : Co mp le te  e xisting  
c o nd itio ns a na lysis o f the  fo ur sta tio n 
a re a s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
Me a sure  a  a nd  b  b y Aug ust 
31, 2022. 

C . Me a sure : Id e ntify sta ke ho ld e rs. 
1. Ta sk: Id e ntify 
sta ke ho ld e rs b y July 1, 
2022 

D. Inte rvie w Sta ke ho ld e rs. 
1. Ta sk: Inte rvie w 
sta ke ho ld e rs b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2022 

E. Me e t with a d ja c e nt jurisd ic tio ns. 
1. Ta sk: Me e t with 
a d ja c e nt jurisd ic tio ns 
b y Aug ust 1, 2022 

F. Ho ld  p ub lic  me e ting s. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s c  thro ug h f b y 
De c e mb e r 31, 2023. 

G . Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  la nd  
use s in e a c h sta tio n a re a . 
H. Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  
c o nne c tivity imp ro ve me nts. 
I. Me a sure : Ana lysis o f p ro p o se d  
re sid e ntia l d e nsity in e a c h sta tio n 

a re a , inc lud ing  mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho using . 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure s g  thro ug h i b y July 
31, 2024. 

J. Me a sure : C o nc e p t p la n a nd  
re visio ns. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  
me a sure  j b y De c e mb e r 31, 
2024. 

K. Me a sure : Pre limina ry p la n 
c o mp le tio n a nd  re vie w. 

i. Be nc hma rk: C o mp le te  b y 
July 31, 2025 

L. Me a sure : Fina l p la n a nd  re visio ns. 
Be nc hma rk a d o p t b y De c e mb e r 31, 
2025. 
 

Acknowledgement of 
the Utah Fair Housing 
Act 

In a c c o rd a nc e  with the  sta te  a nd  fe d e ra l 
la ws, the  City o f We st Jo rd a n e xe rc ise s the  
a utho rity to  p la n, zo ne , a nd  re g ula te  la nd -use  
in promoting the community’s health, safety, 
a nd  we lfa re . The  mo d e ra te  inc o me  ho using  
e le me nt o f this p la n a c kno wle d g e s a nd  
up ho ld s the  Uta h Fa ir Ho using  Ac t b y 
p ro mo ting  the  e q ua l p ro te c tio n a nd  
e q uita b le  tre a tme nt o f a ll p e o p le  who  
la wfully se e k to  re nt, le a se , p urc ha se , o r 
d e ve lo p  re a l p ro p e rty within its jurisd ic tio n. Its 
ho using  p o lic ie s a nd  p la ns stric tly p ro hib it 

d isc rimina tio n o n the  b a sis o f c o lo r, d isa b ility, 
e thnic ity, fa milia l sta tus, g e nd e r id e ntity, 
na tio na l o rig in, ra c e , re lig io n, se x, se xua l 
o rie nta tio n, so urc e  o f inc o me , o r a ny o the r 
susp e c t c la ssific a tio n. It is the  p o lic y o f the  
City o f We st Jo rd a n to  re p o rt ho using  
d isc rimina tio n to  the  Uta h Antid isc rimina tio n 
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La b o r Divisio n imme d ia te ly. It is the  g o a l o f 
the  City o f We st Jo rd a n to  p re ve nt, e limina te , 
a nd / o r mitig a te  a ny unfa ir ho using  p ra c tic e s 
tha t ma y re sult fro m its p la ns, p o lic ie s, 
re g ula tio ns, a nd  o rd ina nc e s. It is a lso  the  g o a l 
the  City o f We st Jo rd a n to  a ffirma tive ly furthe r 
fa ir a nd  a ffo rd a b le  ho using  b y re vie wing  the  
ho using  ne e d s o f its mo d e ra te  inc o me  
ho use ho ld s a nd  its vulne ra b le  p o p ula tio ns 

b ie nnia lly, a nd  b y p ro a c tive ly p la nning  to  
me e t the ir ne e d s. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Cha p te r Nine  

West Jordan’s distinctive natural resources and environment contribute to 
the community’s quality of life and economic vitality. Natural resources 
a nd  the  na tura l e nviro nme nt a re  no t ine xha ustib le  c o mmo d itie s to  b e  
e xp lo ite d  b ut a re  va lua b le  a sse ts to  b e  jud ic io usly use d  a nd  wise ly 
ma na g e d  fo r the  b e ne fit o f p re se nt a nd  future  g e ne ra tio ns. The se  
re so urc e s, inc lud ing  la nd , a ir, ha b ita t, a nd  wa te r a re  e sse ntia l 
c o mp o ne nts o f life . 

Und e ve lo p e d  la nd s within We st Jo rd a n ra ng e  fro m the  Jo rd a n Rive r 
c ha nne l to  the  we st b e nc h a t the  fo o thills o f the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins. 
De ve lo p e d  la nd  within the  City sup p o rts a  wid e  ra ng e  o f use s, inc lud ing : 
lo w, me d ium, a nd  hig h-d e nsity re sid e ntia l c o mmunitie s; p ro fe ssio na l 
o ffic e s; p ub lic  fa c ilitie s; c o mme rc ia l sho p p ing  c e nte rs; lig ht a nd  he a vy 
ind ustry; a nd  o p e n sp a c e s. The se  nume ro us la nd  use s c re a te  
e nviro nme nta l c o nflic ts. Enviro nme nta l c o nc e rns in the  c o mmunity 
re vo lve  a ro und  two  ma jo r issue s: p re se rving  the  na tura l e nviro nme nt a nd  
mitig a ting  e nviro nme nta l imp a c ts fro m he a vy la nd  use s. 

The  p urp o se  o f this c ha p te r is to  e xa mine  c ritic a l e nviro nme nta l issue s a nd  

to  c o nsid e r wa ys to  imp ro ve  the  e nviro nme nt fo r the  future . The  
p ro te c tio n a nd  c o nse rva tio n o f d istinc t a nd  va lua b le  re so urc e s is 
everyone’s responsibility. Environmental stewardship means that the City 
o f We st Jo rd a n ha s a  re sp o nsib ility to  ma na g e  lo c a l re so urc e s, no w a nd  
in the  future , to  a ssure  a  he a lthy a nd  p ro d uc tive  e nviro nme nt. Ind ivid ua l 
c itize ns, b usine sse s, a nd  the  g o ve rnme nt c a n a c hie ve  this b y wo rking  
to g e the r. 
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Topography and 
Climate 

We st Jo rd a n is lo c a te d  in the  so uthwe st a re a  
o f Sa lt La ke  C o unty a lo ng  the  Wa sa tc h Fro nt. 
The  City is b o rd e re d  o n the  we st b y the  

Oq uirrh Mo unta ins a nd  b y the  Jo rd a n Rive r 

o n the  e a st. The  City e xte nd s fro m a s fa r no rth 
a s 6119 So uth a nd  a s fa r so uth a s 10200 So uth. 
We st Jo rd a n o c c up ie s a p p ro xima te ly 20,680 
a c re s. The  e le va tio n o f We st Jo rd a n ra ng e s 
fro m 5,335 fe e t in the  fo o thills o f the  Oq uirrh 
Mo unta ins to  4,278 fe e t a lo ng  the  Jo rd a n 
Rive r. The  te rra in g ra d ua lly slo p e s d o wnwa rd  
fro m the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins to  the  e a st a nd  a  
ste e p e r slo p e  is e nc o unte re d  b e twe e n 1300 

FIG URE 9 .1  

WEST JORDAN ELEVATIONS AND CANALS 

So urc e : Uta h Divisio n o f Wa te r Rig hts; U.S. Ge o lo g ic a l Surve y 
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We st a nd  a p p ro xima te ly 900 We st ne a r the  
Jo rd a n Rive r.  

Five  irrig a tio n c a na ls, o rig ina ting  a t the  
Jo rd a n Rive r a t the  so uth e nd  o f Sa lt La ke  
Co unty, tra ve rse  the  City in a  no rthe rly 
direction. Bingham Creek Wash and Barney’s 
Cre e k Wa sh a re  two  o f se ve ra l na tura l 
d ra ina g e  c ha nne ls o rig ina ting  in the  Oq uirrh 

Mountains. West Jordan’s generally flat 
te rra in ha s histo ric a lly p ro vid e d  a mp le  
fa rmla nd  a nd  id e a l d e ve lo p me nt 
o p p o rtunitie s.  

The  c lima te  o f We st Jo rd a n is se mi-a rid . 
Be twe e n the  ye a rs 2010 thro ug h 2019, We st 
Jo rd a n ha d  a n a ve ra g e  o f 20.49 inc he s o f 

p re c ip ita tio n p e r ye a r with te mp e ra ture s 
ra ng ing  fro m 9 d e g re e s Fa hre nhe it to  104.9 
d e g re e s Fa hre nhe it.  

Hillsid e s, e sp e c ia lly se nsitive  hillsid e s, ma y no t 

b e  suita b le  fo r d e ve lo p me nt a nd  must b e  
p ro te c te d  b e c a use  o f the ir na tura l sc e nic  
c ha ra c te r. Ord ina nc e s, g uid e line s, a nd  
c rite ria  fo r minimizing  flo o d ing , e ro sio n, a nd  
o the r e nviro nme nta l ha za rd s tha t ma y re sult 
fro m d e ve lo p me nt o f se nsitive  hillsid e s we re  
a d o p te d  in 2006. 

Geology and Soils 

So il typ e s whic h ha ve  b e e n id e ntifie d  in We st 
Jo rd a n ha ve  tra d itio na lly b e e n fo und  to  b e  

suita b le  fo r d ry fa rming , se e d  c ro p s, o r 
p a sture . So il typ e s ra ng e  fro m ro c k a nd  
c o b b le s to  g ra ve ly a nd  silty c la ys. Typ ic a lly, 
va ria tio ns o f the se  so ils e me rg e  a t surfa c e  
e le va tio ns in stra tifie d  la ye rs tha t c a use  
fluc tua tio ns in surfa c e  so il typ e s. Ge ne ra lly, 

tho ug h, ne a rly a ll so ils a re  suita b le  fo r 
d e ve lo p me nt. 

Are a s whe re  so ils ha ve  me d ium o r hig h 

c o mp re ssib ility (c la y) ma y re q uire  d e e p e r 
e xc a va tio n a nd  a d d itio na l so il c o nso lid a tio n 
p rio r to  c o nstruc tio n. Are a s with sha llo w wa te r 
ta b le s ha ve  limite d  use  fo r d e e p  fo und a tio ns 
a nd  se p tic  ta nks. C o lla p sib le  so ils a nd  ste e p  
slo p e s with ro c ky so ils p la c e  se ve re  limita tio ns 
o n fo und a tio ns a nd  o the r und e rg ro und  
b uild ing  fe a ture s. Whe n p la c ing  a  
fo und a tio n, p o te ntia l se ttling , c ra c king , a nd  
flo o d ing  o f b a se me nts ne e d s to  b e  
c o nsid e re d  a nd  the  we ig ht c a p a c ity o f the  
so il is imp o rta nt to  suc h c o nsid e ra tio ns. All 

ne w b uild ing s a re  re vie we d  fo r c o mp lia nc e  
with b uild ing  c o d e s a nd  a p p lic a b le  City 
o rd ina nc e s whic h a d d re ss the se  issue s.  

City b o und a ry line  
Ele va tio n line  

Ca na l line  
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Co nta mina tio n 

Ove r time , a  numb e r o f p ro p e rtie s ha ve  b e e n 

d e g ra d e d  b y e nviro nme nta l c o nta mina tio n 
fro m ind ustria l a nd  c o mme rc ia l o p e ra tio ns, 
whic h hind e r the  p ro d uc tive  use  o f the se  
p ro p e rtie s. In so me  a re a s surro und ing  the  
Bing ha m Cre e k na tura l d ra ina g e  c ha nne l 
e xiste d  d o c ume nte d  c a se s o f so il 
c o nta mina tio n. C o nta mina nts inc lud e d  
c o mb ina tio ns o f le a d , a rse nic , a nd  c o p p e r 
ta iling s. The  a re a s o f c o nta mina tio n we re  
id e ntifie d , a nd  the  re me d ia tio n o f ta inte d  so il 
wa s c o mp le te d  in 1993. A fe w d e ve lo p me nt 
p ro je c ts ha ve  b e e n a p p ro ve d  in this a re a  

within the  p a st 10 ye a rs, whic h we re  re q uire d  
to  p e rfo rm e nviro nme nta l te sts a nd  c le a n-up  
e ffo rts p rio r to  c o nstruc tio n. Mo re  re c e ntly, a  
d ra ina g e  c a na l tha t mo ve d  c o nta mina te d  
wa te r fro m the  Bing ha m Ca nyo n c o p p e r 
mine  to  Ma g na  wa s d isc o ve re d  in 2006 in the  
vic inity o f U-111 a nd  7800 So uth. This c a na l, 
b urie d  sinc e  the  1940s, wa s re me d ia te d  in 
2008.  

Co nta mina te d  so ils a re  typ ic a lly d isc o ve re d  
thro ug h ro utine  Pha se  1 Enviro nme nta l 
Re p o rts tha t a re  re q uire d  to  b e  sub mitte d  b y 
the  d e ve lo p e r e a rly in the  d e ve lo p me nt 
re vie w p ro c e ss. The se  re p o rts ma y trig g e r 
furthe r so ils te sting  a nd  re me d ia tio n thro ug h 
the  De p a rtme nt o f Enviro nme nta l Qua lity 
(DEQ ) if sp e c ific  c o nd itio ns a re  fo und . Sma lle r 
p o int c o nta mina tio n inc id e nts, suc h a s 
c he mic a l sp ills, a re  re p o rte d  to  the  DEQ a t 
the  time  o f sp ill. 

Ma te ria l Mo ve me nt 

Gra vity a nd  flo wing  wa te r c o nsta ntly mo d ify 
the  la nd sc a p e . The  fo o thills, b e c a use  o f the ir 
to p o g ra p hic  re lie f, a re  p a rtic ula rly susc e p tib le  
to  ma te ria l mo ve me nt tha t inc lud e s slump ing , 
c o lla p sib le  so ils, a nd  la nd slid e s.  

Co nso lida tio n Po te ntia l 

Co nso lid a tio n o f so ils o c c urs whe n re la tive ly 
lo w-d e nsity ma te ria ls shrink in vo lume  whe n 
the y b e c o me  we t o r a re  sub je c te d  to  g re a t 
we ig ht fro m b uild ing s, ro a d  fill, o r o the r 
c o nstruc tio n a c tivity. The se  a re  a lso  kno wn a s 
c o lla p sing  a nd  se ttling  so ils.  

Co lla p sing  a nd  se ttling  so ils ha ve  
c o nsid e ra b le  stre ng th whe n d ry a nd  
g e ne ra lly a re  no t a  p ro b le m to  struc ture s a nd  
imp ro ve me nts. Whe n the y b e c o me  we t, the y 
a re  sub je c t to  ra p id  c o lla p se , a nd  c a n b e  
re d uc e d  in vo lume  b y a s muc h a s 10% to  
15%. Surfa c e  g ro und  d isp la c e me nt o f se ve ra l 
fe e t c a n re sult. 

Huma n a c tivitie s suc h a s irrig a tio n, insta lla tio n 
o f utilitie s, imp o und me nt o f wa te r a nd  
b lo c ka g e  o f na tura l d ra ina g e  wa ys a nd  
c o nstruc tio n o f b uild ing s re sult in the  c o lla p se  
a nd  se ttle me nt o f the se  so ils. This c a n re sult in 
d a ma g e  to  p riva te  p ro p e rty a nd  p ub lic  
imp ro ve me nts.  

Simila r p ro c e sse s fre q ue ntly a ffe c t o ld  
la nd fills, p o o rly p la c e d  e a rth fills o r site s tha t 
ha ve  p re vio usly b e e n use d  fo r to p so il/ g ra ve l 
mining . C o lla p sib le  so ils c a n b e  id e ntifie d  b y 
g e o te c hnic a l so il a na lysis tha t is re q uire d  in 
the  b uild ing  p e rmit re vie w fo r e a c h p ro je c t 
a nd  c a n o fte n b e  mitig a te d .  

Wildlife Habitat 
Mig ra tio n Co rrid o rs 
 

West Jordan’s natural drainage pathways 
(wa she s) p ro vid e  imp o rta nt tra ve l, c o ve r, 
ne sting , fe e d ing , a nd  re sting  ha b ita t fo r a  
va rie ty o f a nima ls.  

Wild life  te nd s to  c o nc e ntra te  in na tura l 
wa she s a nd  und e ve lo p e d  o utlying  a re a s, 
p a rtic ula rly a lo ng  the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  o n 
the  fo o thills o f the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins. Eig ht 

na tura l d ra ina g e  p a thwa ys tra nse c t the  a re a , 
tra ve ling  fro m we st to  e a st. Ma ny o f the se  
na tura l wa she s a re  surro und e d  b y re sid e ntia l 
d e ve lo p me nt a nd  a re  lo c a te d  o n the  
we ste rn ha lf o f the  City.  

The se  wa she s no t o nly se rve  a s use a b le  o p e n 
sp a c e  fo r re sid e nts b ut a lso  p ro vid e  imp o rta nt 
wild life  ha b ita ts. The re  a re  a t le a st thre e  
re ma ining  wa she s in the  so uthwe ste rn 
q ua d ra nt o f the  City tha t ha ve  no t b e e n 
d e ve lo p e d  b ut will b e  p re se rve d  a s e ithe r 
na tura l o r imp ro ve d  o p e n sp a c e  a s a d jo ining  
p ro p e rtie s a re  d e ve lo p e d .  
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Big  Be nd , d ra ina g e  c o rrid o rs, a nd  a re a s 
a d ja c e nt to  the  Jo rd a n Rive r a re  p a tc he s o f 
p re se rve d  na tura l o p e n sp a c e  in We st 
Jo rd a n. Op e n sp a c e  e nviro nme nta l p la nning  
e mp ha size s c o nne c tio ns o f ha b ita ts a nd  
p re se rva tio n o f c o rrid o rs ra the r tha n iso la te d  
p a tc he s. 

Enc ro a c hing  la nd  use s a nd  inc re a sing  
re c re a tio na l a c tivitie s c a n imp a c t wild life  
ha b ita t a re a s. Pre se rving  wild life  a c tivity in 
the se  na tura l c o rrid o rs c a n b e  a c c o mp lishe d  
b y limiting  the  p ro ximity o f d e ve lo p me nts to  
the  o utlying  p e rime te rs o f na tura l d ra ina g e s. 
Co nsid e ra tio n sho uld  b e  g ive n to  the  
b o und a rie s o f the se  na tura l d ra ina g e s. The  
City ha s a d o p te d  tra ilwa y sta nd a rd s to  
c re a te  b o th a  re c re a tio na l a nd  a  wild life  
c o rrid o r a lo ng  the  wa she s a nd  c re e ks, whic h, 
a mo ng  o the r sta nd a rd s, re q uire  a  na tura l 

b uffe r o n e a c h sid e  o f the  wa sh in o rd e r to  
b a la nc e  re c re a tio na l ne e d s with na tura l 
p re se rva tio n. 

Hydrology 
Hig h Wa te r Ta b le s  
 

Mo st a re a s o f We st Jo rd a n a re  una ffe c te d  b y 
hig h wa te r ta b le s. Ho we ve r, a re a s e a st o f 
Re d wo o d  Ro a d  ha ve  b e e n imp a c te d  b y hig h 
wa te r ta b le s re sulting  fro m a n imp e rme a b le  
c la y la ye r within the  so il p ro file . De ve lo p me nt 
ha s b e e n ma d e  p o ssib le  with p ro p e r 
d ra ina g e  a nd  c o nstruc tio n te c hniq ue s in this 
a re a . It is re c o mme nd e d  tha t d e ve lo p me nts 
in the  a re a s e a st o f Re d wo o d  Ro a d  b e  
c a re fully re vie we d  a nd  e va lua te d , a nd  tha t 
a p p ro p ria te  c o nstruc tio n sta nd a rd s b e  
a p p lie d . Na tura l we tla nds a lso  e xist b e twe e n 

Re d wo o d  Ro a d  a nd  a p p ro xima te ly 1100 
We st whe re  the  wa te r ta b le  re a c he s the  
surfa c e . While  the  surro und ing  a re a  is a lmo st 
c o mp le te ly d e ve lo p e d , c a re  sho uld  b e  ta ke n 
to  p re se rve  the se  na tura l we tla nd  a re a s fro m 
furthe r e nc ro a c hme nt.   

Floodplains 

Histo ric a lly, c re e ks a t the  b a se  o f the  fo o thills 
o f the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins we re  p e rio d ic a lly 
flo o d e d  a nd  sc o ure d  b y sno wme lt rushing  o ut 

o f the  c a nyo ns a nd  fa nning  o ut o ve r the  
va lle y flo o r into  the  Jo rd a n Rive r. As na tive  
p la nt a nd  a nima l sp e c ie s o f the  fo o thills 
e vo lve d  with this d isturb a nc e  re g ime , ma ny 
sp e c ie s b e c a me  d e p e nd e nt up o n the  
p e rio d ic  flo o d s. Na tive  p la nts a re  d e p e nd e nt 
up o n p e rio d ic  flo o d  sc o uring  to  c re a te  sa nd  
b a rs, whic h a re  e sse ntia l se e d b e d s fo r 
g e rmina tio n a nd  e sta b lishme nt o f ne w 

p o p ula tio ns.  

Fa rming  o f the  fo o thills a re a  in We st Jo rd a n 
re sulte d  in the  d ra ma tic  a lte ra tio n o f rip a ria n 
syste ms. Flo o d p la ins, whic h na tura lly ra n 
thro ug h the  City, we re  g re a tly re d uc e d  b y 
c ha nne liza tio n o f the  stre a ms a nd  
d e ve lo p me nt o f e xte nsive  d itc h ne two rks fo r 
irrig a tio n. All stre a ms ha ve  b e e n p a rtia lly o r 
to ta lly c ha nne lize d  a nd  the ir flo ws ha ve  b e e n 
c o nsid e ra b ly a lte re d .  

The  g e ne ra l b o und a rie s o f the  100-ye a r 
flo o d p la in o f We st Jo rd a n a re  sho wn o n the  
Federal Emergency Management Agency’s 
floodplain maps. The City’s floodplain 
re g ula tio ns a d d re ss two  sp e c ific  zo ne s within 
the  City limits. The  100-ye a r flo o d p la in is the  
a re a  sub je c t to  inund a tio n b y flo o d wa te r 
d uring  a  100-ye a r flo o d  e ve nt, a nd  the  500-
ye a r flo o d p la in is the  a re a  sub je c t to  

inund a tio n d uring  a  500-ye a r flo o d  e ve nt, a  
(0.2%) c ha nc e  o f b e ing  me t o r e xc e e d e d  in 
a ny g ive n ye a r. A 100-ye a r flo o d  ha s a  1% 
c ha nc e  o f b e ing  e q ua le d  o r e xc e e d e d  in 
a ny g ive n ye a r.  

G ro undwa te r  

Stud ie s ha ve  b e e n c o nd uc te d  e va lua ting  the  
q ua lity o f wa te r p ump e d  fro m we lls into  the  
City syste m a nd  the  p o ssib le  thre a t o f 

c o nta mina tio n b y a  Po te ntia l Co nta mina tio n 
So urc e  (PCS). Of g re a t c o nc e rn a re  the  fo ur 
we lls in the  so uthwe ste rn ind ustria l a re a s. Fo r 
this re a so n, the  City ha s re vie we d  a nd  
a d o p te d  b e st ma na g e me nt p ra c tic e s to  
re d uc e  p o ssib le  risk o f g ro und wa te r 
c o nta mina tio n a nd  ha s e sta b lishe d  a  Drinking  
Wa te r So urc e  Pro te c tio n Ove rla y Distric t tha t 
re stric ts o r p ro hib its so me  use s in the  
so uthwe ste rn ind ustria l a re a s o f the  Bing ha m 
a nd  Ba g le y Ind ustria l Pa rks to  p ro te c t 
g ro und wa te r q ua lity.  
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The  p a ra me te rs o f this o ve rla y d istric t a re  
re q uire d  to  b e  up d a te d  whe n ne w sc ie ntific  
kno wle d g e  b e c o me s a va ila b le  o r if we ll o r 
g ro und wa te r c o nd itio ns c ha ng e . The  
b o und a rie s o f the  Drinking  Wa te r So urc e  
Pro te c tio n Ove rla y Distric t we re  re c e ntly 
up d a te d  a nd  a d o p te d  b y the  City C o unc il 
o n De c e mb e r 21, 2022. 

We tla nd s 

We tla nd s a re  d e fine d  a s tho se  a re a s tha t a re  
inund a te d  o r sa tura te d  b y surfa c e  o r 
g ro und wa te r e no ug h to  sup p o rt ve g e ta tio n 

typ ic a lly a d a pte d  to  we t so il c o nd itio ns. A 
we tla nd  ha s c e rta in c ha ra c te ristic s tha t 
d isting uish it fro m o the r na tura l e c o syste ms.  

We tla nd s re p re se nt a  na tura l filte ring  syste m 

tha t re mo ve s se d ime nts a nd  p o lluta nts fro m 
wa te r a s it flo ws thro ug h the  we tla nd  o r a s it 
p e rc o la te s into  the  g ro und  a nd  is re turne d  to  
a n a q uife r. We tla nd s a lso  se rve  a s flo o d  
re te ntio n p o nd s a nd  wild life  ha b ita t a nd  a re  
o fte n p la c e s o f g re a t b e a uty whe re  na ture  

c a n b e  e njo ye d  in a n a re a  ric h with life .  

We tla nd  so ils c o nta in little  o r no  o xyg e n a nd  
a re  sa tura te d  fo r va rying  p e rio d s o f time  
d uring  the  g ro wing  se a so n. Ce rta in p la nts a re  
a d a p te d  to  living  in we t, lo w-o xyg e n 
c o nd itio ns a nd  thrive  in we tla nd  a re a s. 
Ca tta ils, rushe s, willo ws, se d g e s, a nd  
c o tto nwo o d s a re  e xa mp le s o f we tla nd  p la nts 
typ ic a lly fo und  in the  re g io n. 

We tla nd s c a n b e  fo und  a lo ng  the  Jo rd a n 
Rive r c o rrid o r tha t runs the  le ng th o f We st 
Jordan’s east boundary and at Plum Creek 
Pa rk lo c a te d  a t a p p ro xima te ly 8350 So uth 

1520 We st. 

Wa te r Co nse rva tio n 

West Jordan’s climate is semi-a rid , with a n 
a ve ra g e  o f 20.49 inc he s o f p re c ip ita tio n p e r 
ye a r a s me a sure d  b e twe e n the  ye a rs 2010 
a nd  2019. Histo ric a lly, the  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y ha s 
e njo ye d  a n a d e q ua te  wa te r sup p ly; 
Ho we ve r, d ro ug ht c o nd itio ns a nd  ra p id  
p o p ula tio n g ro wth ha s inc re a se d  d e ma nd  o n 
the City’s water resources. Ways to help 

re d uc e  wa te r d e ma nd  inc lud e  e nc o ura g ing  
la nd sc a p e  d e sig n whic h is e ffic ie nt a nd  
c o mp a tib le  with the  ind ig e no us c lima te  a nd  
e d uc a ting  the  p ub lic  a b o ut the  p rud e nt use  
o f wa te r.  

On June  9, 2021, the  City re vise d  its 
la nd sc a p e  o rd ina nc e  to  re d uc e  the  b urd e n 

on West Jordan’s water delivery systems, 
re d uc e  wa te r wa ste  a nd  te mp e r the  
inc re a sing  d e ma nd  o n limite d  wa te r 
re so urc e s. The  ne w sta nd a rd s re q uire  wa te r 
c o nse rving  la nd sc a p e s a nd  irrig a tio n syste ms 
a nd  p ro hib it the  use  o f turf in p a rk strip s to  
p re ve nt wa te r wa ste  fo r ne w re sid e ntia l, 
c o mme rc ia l a nd  ind ustria l d e ve lo p me nts. 

An imp o rta nt c o mp o ne nt o f the  g o a ls a nd  
imp le me nta tio n stra te g ie s is the  ne e d  to  ha ve  
a n invo lve d  a nd  e d uc a te d  p ub lic . The  p ub lic  
is the  ultima te  sup p o rte r a nd  b e ne fa c to r o f 
the se  p o te ntia l p o lic ie s a nd  is the re fo re  the  
focus of the need. The City’s role in 
e d uc a ting  the  p ub lic  inc lud e s we b site  
a d ve rtise me nts a nd  re fe rra l to  The  Jo rd a n 
Va lle y Wa te r Co nse rva nc y Distric t fo r mo re  
d e ta ile d  info rma tio n. Othe r p o te ntia l 
e d uc a tio na l re so urc e s inc lud e  the  Uta h 
Divisio n o f Wa te r Re so urc e s a nd  Uta h Sta te  
Unive rsity. 

Air Quality  
We st Jo rd a n is lo c a te d  in the  we ste rn p a rt o f 
the  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y, whic h is d e fine d  b y the  
Oq uirrh Mo unta ins o n the  we st with the  

Wa sa tc h Mo unta ins o n the  e a st, whic h 
c re a te s a ir q ua lity c o nc e rns b e c a use  the  
mo unta ins a c t a s a  b a rrie r to  a ir ma ss flo ws.  

Inve rsio ns o c c ur d uring  winte r mo nths whe n 
no rma l te mp e ra ture  c o nd itio ns (c o o l a ir 
a b o ve , wa rm a ir b e lo w) a re  inve rte d .  
Inve rsio ns tra p  a  d e nse  la ye r o f c o ld  a ir und e r 
a  la ye r o f wa rm a ir tha t a c ts muc h like  a  lid , 
tra p p ing  p o lluta nts within the  c o ld  a ir ne a r 
the  va lle y flo o r. The  surro und ing  mo unta ins 

a c t muc h like  a  p o t, ho ld ing  the  a ir in the  
va lle ys. Co nse q ue ntly, whe n a n inve rsio n 
o c c urs, p o lluta nts inc re a sing ly c o nc e ntra te  
the  lo ng e r the  inve rsio n la sts.  
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FIG URE 9 .2  

WEST JORDAN FLOOD PLAINS 

So urc e : Fe de ra l Eme rg e nc y Ma na g e me nt Ag e nc y; Uta h Ge o spa tia l Re so urc e  

Ce nte r; Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Tra nsp o rta tio n 
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Summe r mo nths c a n a lso  ha ve  p o o r a ir 
q ua lity d ue  to  g ro und -le ve l o zo ne . Whe n the  
sky is fully c le a r a nd  the  a ir is ine rt fo r lo ng  
p e rio d s o f time  d uring  the  summe r, sunlig ht 
mixe s with nitro g e n o xid e s a nd  vo la tile  
o rg a nic  c o mp o und s fo und  in ve hic le  a nd  
ind ustria l e missio ns to  fo rm o zo ne  b e twe e n 
the  lo we r a tmo sp he re  a nd  the  g ro und .  

The  1970 Cle a n Air Ac t re q uire d  the  
Enviro nme nta l Pro te c tio n Ag e nc y (EPA) to  
e sta b lish a ir q ua lity sta nda rd s kno wn a s 
Na tio na l Amb ie nt Air Q ua lity Sta nd a rd s to  
p ro te c t the  p ub lic  he a lth a nd  we lfa re . The se  
sta nd a rd s a re  up d a te d  e ve ry five  ye a rs a nd  
monitored by the state’s Division of Air Quality 
to  e nsure  tha t the se  fe d e ra l sta nd a rd s a re  
me t. Sa lt La ke  C o unty ha s histo ric a lly b e e n 
una b le  to  me e t the se  fe d e ra l sta nd a rd s b ut 
c a me  into  c o mp lia nc e  in 2020 fo r the  first 

time  sinc e  2009 d e sp ite  a  g ro wing  
p o p ula tio n. 

Air q ua lity sta nd a rd s fo r the  fo llo wing  six 
p o lluta nts o r c la sse s o f p o lluta nts we re  
e sta b lishe d : c a rb o n mo no xid e  (C O), le a d  
(Pb ), nitro g e n d io xid e  (NO 2), o zo ne  (O 3), 
p a rtic ula te  ma tte r (PM), a nd  sulfur d io xid e  
(SO 2).  

The  thre e  d o mina nt so urc e s o f a ir p o llutio n in 
We st Jo rd a n a re  p a rtic ula te  ma tte r, c a rb o n 
mo no xid e , a nd  sulfur d io xid e . Altho ug h 
d a ng e ro us le ve ls o f a ir p o lluta nts se ld o m 
o c c ur within the  a re a , p re ve nting  inc re a se s in 

e missio ns a nd  minimizing  the ir imp a c t is 
e sse ntia l to  q ua lity living  within the  
c o mmunity.  

So urc e s o f a ir p o llutio n in Sa lt La ke  Co unty 
c o me  fro m thre e  typ e s o f so urc e s: p o int, 
mo b ile  a nd  a re a .  

Po int so urc e s inc lud e  ind ustria l o r p ub lic  
fa c ility site s, suc h a s p o we r p la nts, re fine rie s 

a nd  ma nufa c turing  fa c ilitie s.  

Mo b ile  so urc e s inc lud e  ve hic le s, b o th o n-
ro a d  ve hic le s a nd  o ff-ro a d  ve hic le s (i.e ., 
a irp la ne s, e xc a va tio n e q uip me nt, tra ins, 

la wnmo we rs, e tc .). The  va st ma jo rity o f 
mo b ile  so urc e s a re  o n-ro a d  ve hic le s.  

Are a  so urc e s inc lud e  a ny sma ll so urc e  tha t is 
no t p a rt o f the  o the r two  c a te g o rie s. Typ ic a l 
a re a  so urc e s inc lud e  ho me  he a ting , wild fire s, 
b uild ing  e ne rg y g e ne ra tio n, c o nstruc tio n a nd  
a g ric ultura l p o llutio n. The se  so urc e s a nd  the  
p e rc e nta g e s o f p o llutio n tha t the y g e ne ra te  
p e r ye a r a re  o utline d  in Fig ure  9.3. 

Visib ility a nd  Air Qua lity  

Ha ze  c o nsists o f ve ry sma ll p a rtic le s suc h a s 
smo ke , d ust, mo isture , a nd  va p o r susp e nd e d  
in the  a ir, whic h imp a irs visib ility. The se  
p a rtic le s a re  a b o ut the  sa me  size  a s the  

wa ve le ng th o f lig ht in the  visib le  sp e c trum 
a nd  c a n e ithe r sc a tte r o r a b so rb  lig ht. The se  
p a rtic le s o c c ur b o th na tura lly a nd  a rtific ia lly. 
Na tura l p a rtic le s inc lud e  sa lt p a rtic le s fro m 
the  Gre a t Sa lt La ke , e missio ns fro m b io lo g ic a l 
p ro c e sse s tha t c re a te  sma ll p a rtic le s kno wn 
a s sulfa te s a nd  nitra te s, a nd  fo g  a nd  wa te r 
va p o r whic h c a n a d d  to  the  ha ze  p ro b le m b y 
e nha nc ing  p a rtic le  fo rma tio n a nd  p a rtic le  
size . Artific ia l o r ma n-ma d e  p a rtic le s inc lud e  
p o llutio n fro m inte rna l c o mb ustio n o f e ng ine s, 
wo o d -b urning , a nd  ind ustry. Othe r p a rtic le s 
inc lud e  ve ry fine , ne a rly invisib le  d ust p ulle d  
into  the  a ir fro m ro a d s.   

Natural Hazards 
Se ismic  Ac tivity 
 

We st Jo rd a n is lo c a te d  a p p ro xima te ly se ve n 

mile s we st o f the  p rima ry Wa sa tc h Fa ult 
se ismic  zo ne , whic h is a d ja c e nt to  the  
Wa sa tc h Mo unta in Ra ng e . The  Sa lt La ke  
Co unty Na tura l Ha za rd s Ma p  d o e s no t sho w 
a ny fa ults lo c a te d  in the  City o f We st Jo rd a n. 
Ho we ve r, the  ma p  d o e s ind ic a te  a re a s with 
mo d e ra te  to  hig h liq ue fa c tio n p o te ntia l 
b e twe e n the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  a p p ro xima te ly 
2200 West. “High” liquefaction potential 
me a ns tha t the re  is g re a te r tha n 50% 
p ro b a b ility tha t liq ue fa c tio n will o c c ur d uring  
a major earthquake. “Moderate” liquefaction 
p o te ntia l me a ns the re  is a  10-50% p ro b a b ility 
o f liq ue fa c tio n.  

Liq ue fa c tio n ma y o c c ur whe n wa te r-
sa tura te d  sa nd y so ils a re  sub je c te d  to  
e a rthq ua ke  g ro und  sha king . Whe n so il 
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Point 
(power plants, manufacturing sites) 

Mobile 

(cars, trucks, trains, airplanes) 
Area 

(building heating, wildfires, agriculture) 

PARTICULATE MATTER  is the generic term used for a 
type of air pollution that consists of complex and 
varying mixtures of particles suspended in the air we 
breathe. It is divided into 2 subcategories: PM2.5 and 
PM10. PM2.5 consists of finer particles that are roughly 
5% of the width of a single human hair, while PM10 
consists of larger particles that are roughly 20% of the 
width of a human hair. PM2.5 is essentially a mix of 
dust, fire ash, fuel combustion particles, vehicle 
emissions and industrial emissions, while the vast 
majority of PM10 is dust mixed with agricultural 
particles and some industrial and vehicle emissions. 
Both of these categories also include aerosols that are 
formed in the atmosphere from combustion by-

products, such as sulfur dioxide and nitrogen oxides. 
CARBON MONOXIDE is produced when the carbon in 
fuel is not burned completely. It is a component of 
motor vehicle exhaust, and in areas with heavy traffic 
congestion, high levels of carbon monoxide are often 
present. Idling automobiles produce twice as many 
polluting emissions than are produced by automobiles 
traveling at normal speeds. Steps can be taken to 
reduce stop-and-go traffic in the city. Ideas to be 
considered include timed sequential traffic lights, 
roundabouts, idle-free zones, alternative modes of 
transportation, and bus turnouts for major arterial and 
collector streets to eliminate traffic jams. 

SULFER DIOXIDE is produced when fuel (mainly coal 
and oil) is burned, or during metal smelting and other 
industrial processes.  
NITROGEN OXIDES are a generic category that includes 
Nitrogen Oxide and Nitrogen Dioxide. While some of 
these compounds occur naturally, such as during 
lightning storms, most of them are generated by 
vehicles. Industrial processes and naturally occurring 
substances contribute to the remaining percentages. 
VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUNDS are found in vapors 
produced by chemicals, such as paint thinners, 
adhesives, pesticides, cleaning supplies, etc. The vast 
majority of these emissions are found within buildings, 
but some can escape into the atmosphere. 
AMMONIA typically comes from agriculture that uses 
ammonia-based liquid fertilizers or produces large 
amounts of animal manure. Ammonia can combine 
with other molecules in the atmosphere to form new 
compounds, such as ammonium nitrate. 

FIG URE 9 .3  

SOURCES OF POLLUTION 
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liq ue fie s, it lo se s stre ng th a nd  b e ha ve s a s a  
thic k liq uid  ra the r tha n a  so lid . This c a n c a use  
b uild ing s to  sink o r tilt, slo p e  fa ilure , surfa c e  
sub sid e nc e , o r g ro und  c ra c king , a mo ng  
o the r thing s.  

Altho ug h e a rthq ua ke s a nd  o the r g e o lo g ic a l 
ha za rd s a re  d iffic ult to  p re d ic t a nd  ma y b e  

p re se nt a nywhe re , risks to  p ro p e rty a nd  
p e rso ns c a n b e  re d uc e d  if a va ila b le  g e o lo g ic  
d a ta  is re vie we d  a nd  p ro p e rly a p p lie d . A site -
sp e c ific  na tura l ha za rd s re p o rt ma y b e  
a d visa b le  fo r so me  d e ve lo p me nts, se e  Fig ure  
9.4. 

Flo o d ing  

Although Utah’s desert climate seems to 
d ic ta te  o the rwise , la nd  use  a nd  site  p la nning  

in flo o d  zo ne s sho uld  re fle c t se nsitivity to  
flo o d ing  c o nc e rns. Sa lt La ke  Co unty is the  
re g ula to ry a g e nc y in We st Jo rd a n re g a rd ing  
flo o d p la ins a nd  flo o d  ha za rd  ma tte rs.  

Wild fire  

Fire  p la ys a n imp o rta nt ro le  in a ll e c o lo g ic a l 
syste ms. Ho we ve r, a s d e ve lo p me nt mo ve s 

into  p re vio usly und isturb e d  na tura l 
la nd sc a p e s, wha t wa s o nc e  a  na tura l e ve nt 
b e c o me s a  sig nific a nt thre a t to  life  a nd  
p ro p e rty. A Wild la nd  Urb a n Inte rfa c e  (WUI) 
a re a  is a  zo ne  o f tra nsitio n b e twe e n 
uno c c up ie d  la nd  a nd  huma n d e ve lo p me nt. 
It is the  line , a re a  o r zo ne  whe re  struc ture s 
a nd  o the r huma n d e ve lo p me nt me e t o r 
inte rming le  with und e ve lo p e d  wild la nd  o r 

ve g e ta tive  fue ls. Pla nning  in the se  na tura l 
la nd / urb a n inte rfa c e  a re a s is e xtre me ly 
imp o rta nt. In o rd e r to  re d uc e  p o te ntia l 
imp a c ts, p ro p e rty o wne rs a nd  o the r ste wa rd s 
o f the  la nd  ne e d  to  b e  a wa re  o f the  
elements of “Firewise” development. These 
e le me nts inc lud e  se le c ting  a p p ro p ria te  
lo c a tio ns fo r b uild ing s, ma inta ining  a  
d e fe nsib le  sp a c e  a ro und  b uild ing s, a nd  
se le c ting  fire  re sista nt ma te ria ls fo r 
c o nstruc tio n o f b uild ing s.   

Enviro nme nta l issue s a re  a sso c ia te d  with a ll 
a sp e c ts o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. De c isio ns 
a ffe c ting  the  e nviro nme nt a ffe c t e ve ryo ne  
who  live s in tha t e nviro nme nt. Ca re ful 
c o nsid e ra tio n o f a ll e nviro nme nta l imp a c ts 
must b e  a n imp o rta nt p a rt o f a ny la nd  use  
d e c isio n.  

ENVIRONMENT GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Protect, preserve, and restore hillsides, ridgelines and foothills of the Oquirrh 
mountains and along the Jordan River 

Designs should maximize water conservation, protect and improve air quality, and 
employ environmentally sound building practices 
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FIG URE 9 .4  

EARTHQUAKE HAZARDS MAP (2002) 
So urc e : Uta h Ge o lo g ic  Surve y 
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The  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y is lo c a te d  in a  se mi-a rid  c lima te  a nd  re c e ive s 
a p p ro xima te ly 20.49 inc he s o f p re c ip ita tio n p e r ye a r. As the  se c o nd  
d rie st sta te  in the  na tio n, Uta h p la c e s a  hig h va lue  o n wa te r a nd  its 
c o nse rva tio n.  

Ove r the  p a st d e c a d e , the  sno wp a c k in the  mo unta ins surro und ing  
the  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y ha s b e e n slo wly d e c lining  d ue  to  wa rme r-tha n-
a ve ra g e  te mp e ra ture s a nd  shifting  we a the r p a tte rns re d uc ing  the  
a mo unt o f wa te r a va ila b le  fo r urb a n d e ve lo p me nt. At the  sa me  time , 
the  Sa lt La ke  Va lle y ha s e xp e rie nc e d  tre me nd o us g ro wth, p la c ing  
g re a te r d e ma nd  o n the  wa te r sup p ly a nd  City infra struc ture .   

To  c o nse rve  wa te r re so urc e s sta te wid e , in 2022, the  Uta h Sta te  

Le g isla ture  p a sse d  Se na te  Bill 110, re q uiring  c itie s to  a d d  a  Wa te r Use  
a nd  Pre se rva tio n e le me nt to  its Ge ne ra l Pla n a nd  me e t se ve ra l 
re q uire d  wa te r use  p re se rva tio n sta nd a rd s tha t a re  a d d re sse d  b e lo w. 
This c ha p te r ha s b e e n d e ve lo p e d  to  p ro vid e  a  g e ne ra l o ve rvie w o f 
the City’s water resources, establish policies and goals to help 
c o nse rve  wa te r a nd  me e t Sta te  re q uire me nts.  

Ap p ro xima te ly 80% o f the  wa te r d istrib ute d  to  the  so uthwe ste rn 
p o rtio n o f the  Sa lt La ke  va lle y, whic h inc lud e s We st Jo rd a n, c o me s 
fro m the  Jo rd a ne lle  Re se rvo ir a nd  De e r Cre e k Re se rvo ir, a s we ll a s 
sma lle r re se rvo irs a t the  he a d wa te rs o f the  Pro vo  Rive r. The  re ma ining  

20% o f the  wa te r c o me s fro m g ro und wa te r we lls sc a tte re d  thro ug ho ut 
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the  Sa lt La ke  va lle y. This wa te r is tre a te d  b y 
the  Jo rd a n Va lle y Wa te r Co nse rva nc y Distric t 
a nd  the n so ld  to  We st Jo rd a n fo r d istrib utio n.  

Ove r the  p a st 10 ye a rs, a n a ve ra g e  o f 87% o f 
West Jordan’s water was supplied by the 
Jo rd a n Va lle y Wa te r Co nse rva nc y Distric t. An 
a ve ra g e  o f 10% c a me  fro m und e rg ro und  

we lls sc a tte re d  thro ug ho ut the  c ity, while  the  
re ma ining  3% wa s untre a te d  se c o nd a ry 
wa te r. 

We st Jo rd a n ha s p urc ha se d  a d d itio na l wa te r 

sha re s fro m the  Jo rd a n Va lle y Wa te r 
Co nse rva nc y Distric t in a ntic ip a tio n o f 
inc re a sing  d e ma nd . Mo re  sp e c ific a lly, the  
a mo unt o f wa te r sha re s ha s c o nsiste ntly 
re ma ine d  a b o ve  d e ma nd  a nd  ha s ste a d ily 
g ro wn a t a n a ve ra g e  ra te  o f 2% p e r ye a r, a s 
sho wn in the  fo llo wing  g ra p h. De sp ite  this 
inc re a se  in wa te r sup p lie d  to  We st Jo rd a n, 
the se  fa c ts sho uld  no t b e  misc o nstrue d  to  
c o nc lud e  tha t the  Jo rd a n Va lle y Wa te r 
Co nse rva nc y Distric t ha s a  surp lus in sup p ly. To  
the  c o ntra ry, the  to ta l a mo unt o f wa te r sha re s 
g ra nte d  b y the  Jo rd a n Va lle y Wa te r 
Co nse rva nc y Distric t ha s a c tua lly g ro wn 

inc re a sing ly c lo se  to  the ir to ta l sup p ly 
thre sho ld  o ve r the  p a st two  d e c a d e s. This 
me a ns tha t the y c a n te c hnic a lly o ffe r so me  
sha re s p re se ntly, b ut the ir a b ility to  d o  so  will 
b e  muc h mo re  limite d  in the  future  b a se d  o n 
re se rvo ir le ve ls a nd  the  e ffe c t o f wa te r 
c o nse rva tio n e ffo rts. On the  o the r ha nd , 
wa te r d e ma nd  ha s fo llo we d  a  d iffe re nt tre nd  
b y fa lling  d uring  the  first ha lf o f the  p a st 

d e c a d e , the n rising  in the  se c o nd  ha lf. Sinc e  
its lo w p o int a  fe w ye a rs a g o , wa te r d e ma nd  
ha s inc re a se d  a t a n a ve ra g e  a nnua l ra te  o f 
6% p e r ye a r sinc e  2017. As o f 2020, wa te r 
sup p ly c o ntinue s to  re ma in hig he r tha n 
d e ma nd . 

Ne a rly a ll o f the  wa te r sup p lie d  to  We st 
Jo rd a n is c ulina ry wa te r use d  fo r ind o o r o r 
o utd o o r a p p lic a tio n. Mo st o f the  wa te r 
c o nne c tio ns in We st Jo rd a n se rve  re sid e ntia l 

la nd  use s, whic h ha ve  b e e n inc re a sing  
ste a d ily sinc e  2010. The se  typ e s o f 
c o nne c tio ns a c c o unt fo r a n e stima te  o f 
ro ug hly 90% o f a ll wa te r c o nne c tio ns 
thro ug ho ut the  City. No n-re sid e ntia l wa te r 
c o nne c tio ns c o mp rise  the  re ma ining  10%. 
Muc h o f this wa te r infra struc ture  g ro wth is 

FIG URE 1 0 . 1  

WATER SUPPLY IN RELATION TO SUPPLY/DEMAND EQUALIBRIUM 

So urc e : Jo rda n Va lle y Wa te r Co nse rva nc y Distric t 
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WATER USE & PRESERVATION 2023 

FIG URE 1 0 . 2  

WATER SUPPLY BY SOURCE AND DEMAND BY USE 

So urc e : Jo rda n Va lle y Wa te r Co nse rva nc y Distric t 
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simila r to  the  tre nd s o f ne w re sid e ntia l b uild ing  
p e rmits issue d  o ve r the  p a st d e c a d e , whic h 
ha ve  a lso  b e e n inc re a sing . 

It is imp o rta nt to  no te  tha t e a c h typ e  o f la nd  
use  ha s fluc tua ting  d e ma nd  fo r wa te r. 
Re sid e ntia l d e ma nd  c o mp rise s o ve r ha lf o f 
the  to ta l wa te r d e ma nd  b ut ha s re ma ine d  

fa irly ste a d y o ve r the  la st 10 ye a rs. 
Co mme rc ia l wa te r use  wa s muc h hig he r in 
the  e a rly 2010s b ut ha s ste e p ly d e c line d  

sinc e . The  d e ma nd  fo r ind ustria l a nd  
institutio na l use s ha s fluc tua te d  fro m ye a r to  
ye a r b ut ha s se e n a  re la tive ly sub sta ntia l 
inc re a se  in the  p a st five  ye a rs. 

Altho ug h mo st o f the  sup p lie d  wa te r in We st 
Jo rd a n is c ulina ry, it is o fte n a p p lie d  to  b o th 
ind o o r a nd  o utd o o r use s. Ge ne ra lly, o utd o o r 

use  ha s c o mp rise d  mo re  tha n ha lf o f the  to ta l 
sup p lie d  wa te r a nd  ha s b e e n d e c re a sing  
sinc e  2000 a t a n a ve ra g e  a nnua l ra te  o f 1%. 
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FIG URE 1 0 . 3  

DEMAND CONNECTION DETAILS 

So urc e : Jo rda n Va lle y Wa te r Co nse rva nc y Distric t 

NOTE - re c o rd s fo r c o nne c tio n typ e  p rio r to  2017 we re  no t d e fine d  ve ry we ll, the  sta te  a d o pte d  d e finitio ns fo r e a c h c la ss in 2017 

Outd o o r wa te r use  o c c urs b e twe e n the  
mo nths o f Ap ril a nd  No ve mb e r, with p e a k 
usa g e  o c c urring  in July a nd  Aug ust. 

In a d d itio n to  wa te r sup p ly a nd  d e ma nd , 
infra struc ture  a nd  se rvic e a b ility p la y a  c ruc ia l 
ro le  in p ro vid ing  wa te r. During  the  p a st 
d e c a d e , the  City ha s strug g le d  to  ke e p  up  

with wa te r p re ssure  ta nk c o nstruc tio n d ue  to  
inc re a se d  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  ste a d y g ro wth. 
The  City will ne e d  to  c o nstruc t ne w ta nks a nd  
sup p o rting  infra struc ture  in ma ny o f the  wa te r 
p re ssure  zo ne s o f the  City b e fo re  a ny ne w 
d e ve lo p me nts tha t inc re a se  the  d e nsity fro m 
the  c urre nt d e sig na te d  la nd  use  c a n b e  
a p p ro ve d . The  City is c urre ntly c o nstruc ting  a  
water tank in Zone 3B near the Wight’s Fort 
Ce me te ry, two  ta nks in Zo ne s 5 a nd  6 within 
the  p la nne d  Dry Cre e k Hig hla nd s 
d e ve lo p me nt we st o f Ba c c hus Hig hwa y, a nd  

o ne  ta nk within Zo ne  7 in the  so uthwe st 
c o rne r o f the  City. 

To  a d e q ua te ly ma na g e  a nd  p la n fo r future  
demand on the City’s water resources, the 
We st Jo rd a n Wa te r Ma ste r Pla n ha s b e e n 
a d o p te d  to  a sse ss the  a va ila b le  wa te r sup p ly, 
e va lua te  the  a d e q ua c y o f the  p ro je c te d  
wa te r sup p ly to  me e t p ro je c te d  d e ma nd s 
a nd  id e ntify a nd  p rio ritize  syste m 
imp ro ve me nts tha t a re  ne e d e d  to  re so lve  
anticipated deficiencies in the City’s water 
se rvic e  a re a . The  City ha s a lso  a d o p te d  the  
Wa te r Co nse rva tio n Pla n, whic h d isc usse s the  
City’s efforts to reduce water consumption, 
re c o mme nd s wa te r c o nse rva tio n me a sure s 
a nd  se ts g o a ls to  furthe r re d uc e  wa te r use . 
The  We st Jo rd a n City C o d e  a lso  c o nta ins 
nume ro us wa te r e ffic ie nc y a nd  c o nse rva tio n 
sta nd a rd s suc h a s limiting  turf a nd  re q uiring  
wa te r e ffic ie nt irrig a tio n syste ms tha t a re  
a p p lie d  to  ne w d e ve lo p me nt.  

The  fo llo wing  p o lic ie s a nd  g o a ls thro ug ho ut 
this c ha pte r sho uld  b e  use d  to  he lp  minimize  
wa te r usa g e  c itywid e . 
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Statutory Requirements for Water Use and 
Preservation 

The State’s required water preservation standards as defined in Utah Code, §10-9a -403 a re  
a d d re sse d  in the  We st Jo rd a n Wa te r Ma ste r Pla n, the  Wa te r Co nse rva tio n Pla n a nd  in the  City 
Co d e . The  fo llo wing  ta b le  lists a p p lic a b le  sta tuto ry re q uire me nts fo r wa te r use  a nd  
p re se rva tio n a nd  sta te s ho w the se  sta nd a rd s a re  o r will b e  me t:    

Summary of Utah 
Code Requirement 

Subsection of 
Utah Code § 
10-9a-403 Utah Code Text 

Standard Met/In 
Progress/Not Yet Met 

Effect of development 
on water demand and 

infrastructure 

(2)(a)(iv)(A) 
Shall include . . . 

(A) the effect of permitted 
development or patterns of 
development on water demand 
and water infrastructure; 
  

Standard is met 
WMP – Effect of development 
on water demand and 
infrastructure is detailed in the 
West Jordan Water Master 
Plan, Chapter 2. 

Reducing water 
demand for future 

development 

(2)(a)(iv)(B) 
Shall include . . . 

(B) methods of reducing water 
demand and per capita 
consumption for future 
development; 
  

Standard is met 
WCP – 2019 Water 
Conservation Plan 

Reducing water 
demand for existing 

development 

(2)(a)(iv)(C) 
Shall include . . . 

(C) methods of reducing water 
demand and per capita 
consumption for existing 
development; and 

  

Standard is met 
O – Council adopted Ordinance 
No. 21-10, requiring water-

wise landscaping.  

Opportunities to avoid 

wasting water 
(2)(a)(iv)(D) 
Shall include . . . 

(D) opportunities for the 
municipality to modify the 
municipality’s operations to 
eliminate practices or 
conditions that waste water. 
  

Standard is met 
O – City offers information to 
residents about how they may 
flip their strips 

O – City utilizes water-wise 
landscaping in the 
development of new facilities 
and parks 

Applicable regional 
goals for water 

conservation 

(2)(f)(i)(A) 
Shall consider . . . 
  

(A) applicable regional water 
conservation goals 
recommended by the Division 
of Water Resources; and 

In Progress 

  

Consider adopting a 

water conservation 

plan 

(2)(f)(i)(B) 
Shall consider . . . 
  

(B) if Section 73-10-32 requires 
the municipality to adopt a 
water conservation plan 
pursuant to Section 73-10-32, 
the municipality’s water 
conservation plan; 
[West Jordan City is a “retail 
water supplier” pursuant to 
Utah Code Sec. 19-4-102(9), is 
a “water provider” pursuant to 
Utah Code Sec.73-10-32(1)(d)
(i), & shall adopt and prepare a 
water conservation plan 
pursuant to Utah Code Sec. 73-

10-32(3)(a)(i).] 

Standard is met 
WCP - Water Conservation 
Plan Update was adopted in 
2019. 

Where standard is addressed: 
GP – General Plan Water Use and Preservation Element; CC – City Code; WMP – Water Master Plan; WCP 

– 2019 Water Conservation Plan Update; WP – Web page; O - Other  

https://le.utah.gov/xcode/Title10/Chapter9a/10-9a-S403.html
https://westjordangcc-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/marie_magers_westjordan_utah_gov/EWCzf3Ou8hhOiI_4uCnRDdoB6VNpRgVTJJcaiCQFNx20gg?e=QKsuea
https://westjordangcc-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/marie_magers_westjordan_utah_gov/EWCzf3Ou8hhOiI_4uCnRDdoB6VNpRgVTJJcaiCQFNx20gg?e=QKsuea
https://conservewater.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/SubmittedWaterPlans/West-Jordan-City-Water-System-2019.pdf
https://conservewater.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/SubmittedWaterPlans/West-Jordan-City-Water-System-2019.pdf
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/ugd/c1b6d4_e732150fe97a46d8b575a5ace7667cf6.pdf
https://assets.westjordan.utah.gov/ugd/c1b6d4_e732150fe97a46d8b575a5ace7667cf6.pdf
https://conservewater.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/SubmittedWaterPlans/West-Jordan-City-Water-System-2019.pdf
https://conservewater.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/SubmittedWaterPlans/West-Jordan-City-Water-System-2019.pdf
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Summary of Utah 
Code Requirement 

Subsection of 
Utah Code § 
10-9a-403 Utah Code Text 

Standard Met/In 
Progress/Not Yet Met 

Recommendation for 
water conservation 

policies 

(2)(f)(ii)(A) 
Shall include a 
recommendation 
for. . . 

(A) water conservation policies 
to be determined by the 
municipality; 

Standard is met 
WCP - 2019 Water 
Conservation Plan Update. The 
City has adopted a Water 
Conservation Plan containing 
water conservation policies. 

Landscaping options 

in a parkstrip not 
requiring lawn/turf 

(2)(f)(ii)(B) 
Shall include a 
recommendation 
for. . . 

(B) landscaping options within a 
public street for current and 
future development that do not 
require the use of lawn or turf in 
a parkstrip; 
  

Standard is met 
CC – Section 13-13-5.I.: Water 
Efficiency Standards. Lawn/turf 
is prohibited in new multi-
family residential, commercial 
and industrial developments. 

Recommend City Code 
amendments to pro- 

mote water efficiency 

(2)(f)(iii) 
Shall review . . . 
  

(iii) . . . the municipality’s land 
use ordinances and include a 
recommendation for changes to 
an ordinance that promotes the 
efficient use of water; 

Standard is met 
CC – Section 13-13-5: Water 
Efficiency Standards. City Code 
includes water efficiency 
standards that promotes the 
efficient use of water. No 
ordinance changes are 
necessary. 

Reduction of the use of 
lawn/turf 

(2)(f)(iv)(A) 
Shall consider . . 
. 
  

(A) reduction or limitation of the 
use of lawn or turf; 
  

Standard is met 
CC – Section 13-13-6.A.1, 13-

13-6.B.1, 13-13-6.C.1, 13-13-

6.D.1: Landscape 
Requirements for Specific 
Uses. Limits use of lawn/turf. 
WP – Public Works Water 
Conservation rebate programs. 

Landscape design to 

reduce stormwater & 
irrigation runoff 

(2)(f)(iv)(B) 
Shall consider . . 
. 
  

(B) promotion of site-specific 
landscape design that decreases 
stormwater runoff or runoff of 
water used for irrigation; 
 

 

Standard is met 
CC - 13-13-5: Water Efficiency 
Standards. Required use of 
drip irrigation systems in 
landscape design reduce the 
amount of water used and 
therefore the amount of 
stormwater or runoff water. 13
-13-6: Landscape 
Requirements for Specific Land 
Uses: On site detention areas 
are considered part of the 
landscape area of a site and 
reduce stormwater runoff by 
detaining water on site. 

Use of trees with a 
reasonable water 

requirement 

(2)(f)(iv)(C) 
Shall consider . . 
. 
  

(C) preservation and use of 
healthy trees that have a 
reasonable water requirement 
or are resistant to dry soil 
conditions; 

Standard is met and is being 
strengthened. 
O – City of West Jordan 
Approved and Prohibited Tree 
List contains a list of tree 
species that thrive naturally in 
West Jordan’s climatic and soil 
conditions. 
 

 

https://conservewater.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/SubmittedWaterPlans/West-Jordan-City-Water-System-2019.pdf
https://conservewater.utah.gov/wp-content/uploads/SubmittedWaterPlans/West-Jordan-City-Water-System-2019.pdf
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14700
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14700
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14700
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
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Summary of Utah 
Code Requirement 

Subsection of 
Utah Code § 
10-9a-403 Utah Code Text 

Standard Met/In 
Progress/Not Yet Met 

Reduction of water 
features with 
unnecessary 
evaporation 

(2)(f)(iv)(D) 
Shall consider . . . 
  

(D) elimination or regulation of 
ponds, pools, and other features 
that promote unnecessary water 
evaporation; 
  

Standard Met 
O – Regulation of these 
water features can be found 
within the Drought 
Management Plan, last 
modified January 2022. 
  

Reduction of yard 

waste 

(2)(f)(iv)(E) 
Shall consider . . . 
  

(E) reduction of yard waste; and 

  

Standard is met 
City of West Jordan operates 
a curbside yard waste 
recycling program from 
March to November. 

Use of more efficient 
irrigation systems 

(2)(f)(iv)(F) 
Shall consider . . . 
  

(F) use of an irrigation system, 
including drip irrigation, best 
adapted to provide the optimal 
amount of water to the plants 
being irrigated; 
  

Standard is met 
CC – Section 13-13-5.B: 
Water Efficiency Standards. 
Requires the use of drip 
irrigation or bubbler systems 
in all new construction. 

Consult with the 

“public water system” 

(Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District) 

(2)(f)(v)(A & B) 
Shall consult with . 
. . 
  

(v) . . . the public water system 
or systems serving the 
municipality with drinking water 
regarding how implementation 
of the land use element and 
water use and preservation 
element may affect: 

(A) water supply 
planning, including 
drinking water source 
and storage capacity 
consistent with Section 
19-4-114; and 

(B) water distribution 
planning, including 
master plans, 
infrastructure asset 
management programs 
and plans, 
infrastructure 
replacement plans, and 
impact fee facilities 
plans; 

  

Standard is met 
WMP – City of West Jordan 
purchases water from the 
Jordan Valley Conservancy 
District (JVCD) and routinely 
consults with the JVCD on 
water supply. The City 
Landscaping Ordinance was 
recently updated to 
incorporate the Water 
Efficiency Standards from 
the Jordan Valley Water 
Conservancy District. 

Low water use 
landscaping standards 
for new commercial & 

multi-family 
development 

(2)(f)(vii)(A, B, & C) 
Shall include a 
recommendation 
for. . . 

(vii) [a] municipality . . . for low 
water use landscaping 
standards for a new: 

(A) commercial, 
industrial, or 
institutional 
development; 
(B) common interest 
community, as defined 
in Section 57-25-102; 
or 
(C) multifamily housing 
project. 

  

Standard is met 
CC – Section 13-13-6: 
Landscape Requirements for 
Specific Uses. This section 
contains low water use 
landscaping standards for 
new multi-family residential, 
commercial and industrial 
development. 
  

Where standard is addressed: 
GP – General Plan Water Use and Preservation Element; CC – City Code; WMP – Water Master Plan; WCP – 2019 

Water Conservation Plan Update; WP – Web page; O - Other  

https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14700
https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/westjordanut/latest/westjordan_ut/0-0-0-14703
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WATER USE AND PRESERVATION GUIDING 
PRINCIPLES 

Implement and encourage principles of sustainable water use and water-conserving 
landscaping  

Encourage water conservation by following the West Jordan Water Conservancy and 
Drought Plan 

Modify the City’s practices to efficiently manage water and set a positive example for 
water conservation 
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PARKS, 
RECREATION, 
TRAILS AND OPEN 
SPACE 

Cha p te r Ele ve n 

The  City o f We st Jo rd a n ha s a n a b und a nc e  o f na tura l a nd  d e ve lo p e d  
re c re a tio na l a me nitie s tha t p la y a n imp o rta nt ro le  in the  q ua lity o f life  fo r 
tho se  who  live  a nd  wo rk in the  City. O f the  967 a c re s o f p a rks, o p e n 
sp a c e  a nd  o the r fa c ilitie s tha t se rve  the  c o mmunity, the re  a re  247 a c re s 
o f Re g io na l Pa rks, Co mmunity Pa rks a nd  Ne ig hb o rho o d  Pa rks tha t a re  
within the City’s control.  

In a d d itio n to  City o wne d  p a rks, the re  a re  o the r re c re a tio na l fa c ilitie s 

suc h a s the  Mo unta in Vie w Go lf C o urse , Rive r Oa ks G o lf C o urse , Ge ne  
Fullme r Re c re a tio n Ce nte r, a nd  nume ro us p riva te ly o wne d  a nd  
ma inta ine d  p a rks a nd  o p e n sp a c e s whic h a lso  he lp  to  me e t the  
re c re a tio na l ne e d s o f the  City.            

This c ha p te r o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n c o nta ins the  hig h-le ve l visio n, p o lic ie s 
a nd  g o a ls tha t will le a d  the  City in the  d e ve lo p me nt o f its p a rks, 
re c re a tio n, tra ils a nd  o p e n sp a c e s. The  We st Jo rd a n Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, 

Tra ils a nd Op e n Sp a c e  Ma ste r Pla n, whic h wa s a do p te d  o n No ve mb e r 4, 
2019, is the  d e ta ile d  sup p o rting  d o c ume nt d e sig ne d  to  imp le me nt, the  
lo ng -te rm c o nc e p ts, g o a ls a nd  o b je c tive s o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n. 
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General Policies for Parks, Recreation, Trails 
and Open Space  
 

Po lic ie s fo r the  Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, a nd  Tra ils a nd  O p e n Sp a c e  Ele me nt o f the  Ge ne ra l Pla n a re  
g e ne ra lly b ro a d  a nd  inc lusive . The y a re  the  b a sic  p hilo so p hy e xp re sse d  b y the  City in p ro vid ing  
se rvic e s. The se  g e ne ra l p o lic ie s a re : 

• G uide  the  d e ve lo p me nt o f p a rks, re c re a tio n fa c ilitie s a nd  
p ro g ra ms, a nd  tra ils in We st Jo rd a n fo r the  future .  

 

• Pro vide  a n inte g ra te d , c o nne c te d , a nd  d ive rse  syste m o f 
p a rks, re c re a tio n pro g ra ms, a nd  tra ils tha t a re  p hysic a lly, 
a nd  e c o no mic a lly a c c e ssib le  to  c o mmunity me mb e rs.  

 

• Pro vide  re c re a tio n o p p o rtunitie s to  City re sid e nts o f a ll 
so c io e c o no mic  b a c kg ro und s.  

 

• Ma inta in c o mmunic a tio ns b e twe e n a d ministra tio n, pub lic  
o ffic ia ls, a nd  re sid e nts to  e nsure  tha t re c re a tio n fa c ilitie s 
a nd  pro g ra ms c o ntinue  to  me e t the  ne e ds o f the  
c o mmunity.  

 

• De sig n a nd  c o nstruc t p a rk a nd  re c re a tio n fa c ilitie s tha t 
c o nse rve  na tura l re so urc e s suc h a s wa te r a nd  se t a n 
e xa mple  fo r the  c o mmunity.  

 

• Pro vide  a  Citywide  c o nne c te d  syste m o f tra ils to  se rve  
re c re a tio na l ne e ds, a s we ll a s the  ne e d s o f b ic yc le  
c o mmute rs a nd  p e de stria ns.  

 

• Enc o ura g e  the  mo st e ffic ie nt use  o f la nd  a nd  re so urc e s in 
o rd e r to  p ro vide  the  c itize ns with the  g re a te st b e ne fit.  
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Parks 
The  City c urre ntly ha s 46 p a rks with o ve r ha lf 

b e ing  a c q uire d  o r d e ve lo p e d  sinc e  2000.  

We st Jo rd a n ha s two  re g io na l p a rks: the  

Ve te ra ns Me mo ria l Pa rk (69 a c re s) lo c a te d  o n 
the  e a st sid e  o f the  City a nd  the  Ro n Wo o d  
Pa rk (30.4 a c re s) lo c a te d  o n the  we st sid e  o f 
the  c ity. Re g io na l p a rks a re  g e ne ra lly g re a te r 
tha n 30 a c re s in size .   

Co mmunity p a rks whic h a re  sma lle r tha n 
re g io na l p a rks (10 to  30 a c re s) ha ve  a  
c o mmunity-wid e  d ra w b ut a t a  sma lle r sc a le . 
The re  a re  c urre ntly two  c o mmunity p a rks in 

the  City, the  Uta h Yo uth So c c e r C o mp le x 
Pha se  I a nd  Co nstitutio n Pa rk.  

Ne ig hb o rho o d  p a rks a re  typ ic a lly 4 to  10 
a c re s in size  a nd  a re  d e sig ne d  to  se rve  
surro und ing  ne ig hb o rho o d s no t ne c e ssa rily 
within wa lking  d ista nc e  o f the  p a rk.  

Mini p a rks a re  typ ic a lly le ss tha n 4 a c re s in size  
a nd  se rve  a d jo ining  ne ig hb o rho o d s.  

The  We st Jo rda n Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, Tra ils a nd 

Op e n Sp a c e  Ma ste r Pla n c o nta ins a n 
inve nto ry a nd  d e sc rip tio n o f e xisting  p a rks 
a nd  a me nitie s, a  p a rks d istrib utio n a na lysis, a  
d e ta ile d  le ve l o f se rvic e  e va lua tio n, a nd  
a d d re sse s wha t p a rk a nd  p a rk a c re a g e s a re  

*NEED TO G ET ORIG INAL FILE 

SO IT LOOKS NICE 

FIG URE 1 1 . 1  

EXISTING PARKS AND OPEN SPACE 

So urc e : WEST JORDAN PARKS, RECREATIO N AND TRAILS MASTER PLAN 
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re q uire d  to  me e t c o mmunity ne e d s thro ug h 
b uild o ut. The  ma ste r p la n a lso  d e ta ils wha t 
a me nitie s a re  ne e d e d  fo r e a c h typ e  o f p a rk 
a nd  a d d re sse s d e fic ie nc ie s b y le ve l o f se rvic e  
a me nitie s re q uire d  to  me e t p a rk sta nd a rd s.  

The  ma ste r p la n sta te s tha t in the  ne xt 10 
ye a rs, 53.5 a c re s o f the  und e ve lo p e d  City-

o wne d  la nd  ne e d s to  b e  d e ve lo p e d  into  
p a rks to  me e t p ro je c t ne e d s a nd  a n 
a d d itio na l 137 a c re s o f d e ve lo p e d  p a rks b y 
b uild o ut in 2060. 

Ove r the  p a st 10 ye a rs, the  City ha s 
und e rta ke n se ve ra l p a rk p ro je c ts. The  la rg e st 
o f the se  wa s the  d e sig n a nd  c o nstruc tio n o f 
the  initia l p ha se  fo r Ro n Wo o d  Pa rk, whic h 
wa s finishe d  in 2015. This 10-a c re  p ro je c t 
e sta b lishe d  a  ne w re g io na l p a rk we st o f the  
Mo unta in Vie w Co rrid o r, p ro vid ing  a  ne w ½-
a c re  sp la sh p a d , p la yg ro und , te nnis c o urts, 
b a ske tb a ll c o urts, wa lking  p a ths, re stro o ms 
a nd  a  p a ve d  tra il a lo ng  a  na tura l wa sh. 
Pic kle b a ll c o urts we re  c o nstruc te d  in 2021. An 
a d d itio na l 24 a c re s o f a d ja c e nt City-o wne d  
la nd  re ma ins va c a nt b ut will b e  d e ve lo p e d  to  
e xp a nd  the  p a rk in the  future .  

The  City ha s a lso  re -d e ve lo p e d  the  Wild  We st 
Jo rd a n Pla yg ro und  a c ro ss fro m the  We st 

Jo rd a n Lib ra ry in Ve te ra ns Me mo ria l Pa rk. All 
o f the  o rig ina l struc ture s we re  to rn d o wn in 
2018 a nd  ne w e q uip me nt wa s b uilt in its 
p la c e , whic h inc lud e d  we ste rn-the me  slid e s, 
ra mp s, c limb ing  fe a ture s, swing s, p ic nic  

ta b le s, sha d e  c o ve rs a nd  b e nc he s. The  
o rig ina l wa te r to we r ne a r the  e ntra nc e  wa s 
le ft inta c t.  

Mo re  re c e ntly, the  City c o mp le te d  a  ne w 
ne ig hb o rho o d  p a rk a t 6400 We st a nd  7400 
So uth, kno wn a s Ma p le  Hills Pa rk. 

Othe r Pa rk p ro je c ts tha t ha ve  b e e n 
c o mp le te d  within the  p a st 10 ye a rs inc lud e  

g ra d ing  re no va tio ns to  C o nstitutio n Pa rk a nd  
the  insta lla tio n o f id e ntific a tio n mo nume nt 
sig ns in a ll p a rks. 

During  the  first fe w mo nths o f 2021, the  City 

c o nd uc te d  a  p ub lic  surve y to  g a ug e  c itize n 
inte re st in imp ro ving , d e ve lo p ing  o r re -

d e ve lo p ing  p a rks, tra ils, re c re a tio n a nd  o p e n 
sp a c e .  

Re sid e nts we re  a ske d  wha t the y wo uld  like  to  
se e  d e ve lo p e d  o r re d e ve lo p e d  in the  City, o f 
whic h 12% o f the  re sp o nse s we re  re la te d  to  
p a rks, re c re a tio n, tra ils a nd  o p e n la nd . The  
numb e r o f c o mme nts re la te d  to  p a rks, tra ils, 

re c re a tio n a nd  o p e n sp a c e  we re  virtua lly 
e q ua l fo r a ll c a te g o rie s, with tra ils a nd  p a rks 
c o mp rising  a  slig ht ma jo rity.  

The  surve y a lso  a ske d  p a rtic ip a nts whic h p a rk 

imp ro ve me nts we re  the  mo st imp o rta nt to  
the m, with the  re sults b e ing  simila r to  the  
c o mme nts p ro vid e d  fo r the  d e ve lo p me nt/ re -
development question. Expanding the City’s 
tra il syste m wa s the  mo st p o p ula r o p tio n (32%) 
a nd  ma inta ining  e xisting  p a rks a t a  hig he r 
le ve l wa s the  se c o nd -mo st p o p ula r o p tio n 
(30%). Othe r o p tio ns inc lud e d  the  
d e ve lo p me nt o f mo re  p a rk a c re a g e  (23%) 
a nd  e xp a nd ing  sp o rts o p p o rtunitie s (15%). 

FIG URE 1 1 . 2  

RESIDENT RESPONSES: PARKS 

So urc e : Surve ye d Re side nts 
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Fo rme r Wild We st Jo rda n Pla yg ro und re mo va l. No w a n a ll-a b ility p la yg ro und sits in its p la c e . 
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Recreation 
With the  c lo se  p ro ximity o f C ity Ha ll, 
Ve te ra ns Me mo ria l Pa rk, Ge ne  Fullme r 
Re c re a tio n Ce nte r, the  We st Jo rd a n Lib ra ry, 
the  We st Jo rd a n Outd o o r Po o l, the  We ste rn 
Sta mp e d e  o utd o o r a re na  a nd  a  future  
p e rfo rming  a rts c e nte r, the  City o f We st 
Jo rd a n ha s c re a te d  a  c ivic  c e nte r tha t 
c a te rs to  re c re a tio na l a nd  so c ia l ne e d s o f 

the  c o mmunity. Othe r p ub lic  re c re a tio na l 
ve nue s fo und  thro ug ho ut the  c ity inc lud e  
the  Mo unta in Vie w Go lf Co urse  a nd  Rive r 
Oa ks G o lf Co urse . 

As the  City lo o ks to  e xp a nd  o ve ra ll 
re c re a tio na l o p p o rtunitie s, the  imp o rta nc e  o f 
inte rc o nne c te d  use s is vita l. The  e xisting  a nd  
future  p a rks a nd  tra ils syste m within the  City 
sho uld  b e  use d  to  c o nne c t the  d iffe re nt 
re c re a tio na l fa c ilitie s to  e a c h o the r a nd  to  
re sid e ntia l ne ig hb o rho o d s. The se  ne w 
re c re a tio na l fa c ilitie s sho uld  a lso  b e  lo c a te d  in 
c e ntra lize d  a re a s tha t a re  in c lo se  p ro ximity to  

the  re sid e nts a nd  p a tro ns who  use  the m. 
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Trails 
The  City o f We st Jo rd a n Tra ils Ma p  p ro vid e s fo r 
future  tra il syste ms whic h will link p a rks a nd  
re c re a tio n a re a s to  ho using  a nd  sho p p ing  
thro ug ho ut the  c ity.  

Sta nd a rd  tra il typ e s inc lud e  multi-use , urb a n, 
a nd  b ic yc le  tra ils.  

Multi-use  tra ils a re  d e sig ne d  to  a c c o mmo d a te  
va rio us typ e s o f use rs, inc lud ing  p e d e stria ns, 
a nd  b ic yc lists. The y te nd  to  b e  wid e r tha n 
no rma l p e d e stria n wa lkwa ys in o rd e r to  

a c c o mmo d a te  the  d iffe re nt use rs a t o ne  time  
a nd  te nd  to  b e  lo c a te d  a lo ng  o p e n sp a c e  
a re a s o r within p a rks.  

Urb a n tra ils a re  sid e wa lk p a thwa ys tha t ha ve  
b e e n p la c e d  to  c o nne c t ne ig hb o rho o d s a nd  
p a rks to  o the r p a rks, re c re a tio n so urc e s a nd  
tra il syste ms.  

Bic yc le  la ne s a re  p a thwa ys whic h a re  lo c a te d  

within the  p ub lic  rig ht-o f-wa y a llo wing  

b ic yc lists to  sha re  the  ro a d  with mo to r 
ve hic le s.  

The  City o f We st Jo rd a n c urre ntly ha s 25.4 
mile s o f e xisting  tra ils. The re  a re  14.9 mile s o f 
e xisting  multi-use  tra ils fo r re c re a tio na l tra il use  
a nd  10.5 mile s o f e xisting  urb a n tra ils whic h 
sup p o rt re c re a tio na l tra il use  a nd  g e ne ra lly 
c o nne c t to  a nd  thro ug h mo re  d e ve lo p e d  
c o mme rc ia l a re a s.  

The re  a re  26.6 to ta l mile s o f b ic yc le  p a thwa ys 
whic h a re  lo c a te d  a lo ng  a rte ria l stre e ts a nd  
mo st c o lle c to r stre e ts. Urb a n tra ils a re  
g e ne ra lly lo c a te d  within re sid e ntia l 
ne ig hb o rho o d s. All tra ils a re  d e sig ne d  to  link 
to  e a c h o the r, c re a ting  se ve ra l e a st-we st a nd  
no rth-so uth tra il c o nne c tio ns. A p ro p o se d  
multi-use  tra il is sho wn a lo ng  the  Bo nne ville  
Sho re line  in the  fo o thills o f the  Oq uirrh 
Mo unta ins whic h will b e  c o nstruc te d  a s the  
we st sid e  o f c ity is d e ve lo p e d . The  p ro p o se d  
tra il me a sure s a p p ro xima te ly 6.33 mile s in 
le ng th.  
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Po lic y Fo ur: 
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Open Lands 
We st Jo rd a n ha s a  he rita g e  o f o p e n la nd  with 
vie ws o f the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins to  the  we st, 
the  Jo rd a n Rive r o n the  e a st, a nd  na tura l 
o p e n la nd  within the  City.  

Op e n La nd  is uniq ue ly d iffe re nt tha n 
imp ro ve d  re c re a tio n a re a s a s it ha s no t b e e n 

d e ve lo p e d . Na tura l o p e n sp a c e  no t o nly 
e nc o ura g e s c o mmunity inte ra c tio n b ut 
p ro vid e s o the r re c re a tio na l o p p o rtunitie s 
inc lud ing  hiking , mo unta in b iking , e q ue stria n 
a c tivitie s, ka ya king  o n the  Jo rd a n Rive r a nd  
wild life  o b se rva tio n. Na tura l o p e n la nd  g ive s 
the  o p p o rtunity fo r re sid e nts to  c o nne c t with 
na ture  a nd  e njo y the  ma ny he a lth b e ne fits it 
p ro vid e s.  

Op e n la nd s c a n b e  c la ssifie d  into  five  g e ne ra l 

c a te g o rie s: 

 

1. Cultural - Open space that has historical 
significance such as a historically 
significant site or cemetery. 

2. Ecological - Sites with important natural 
resources, environmentally sensitive lands 
and minimally maintained native open 
spaces. 

3. Developmental - Canals, roadways, utility 
corridors, rail corridors and city-owned 
parcels. 

4. Agricultural - Farms and ranches. 

5.   Recreational - Sports fields, parks, etc. 

 

Whe n c o nne c te d  to  p a rks a nd  re c re a tio n 
fa c ilitie s b y tra ils, o p e n la nd  b e c o me s a n 
integral component of the City’s 
c o mp re he nsive  p ub lic  la nd s syste m. Op e n 
la nd s p ro vid e  a  ho st o f e c o lo g ic  b e ne fits b y 
p ro vid ing  sp a c e  to  p urify the  so il, wa te r, a nd  
a ir. Op e n la nd s a lso  a b so rb  no ise , re d uc e  
wind  a nd  re d uc e  visua l d isturb a nc e s. Na tura l 
o p e n sp a c e  will he lp  to  fill und e rg ro und  
a q uife rs a nd  re d uc e  the  urb a n he a t isla nd  
e ffe c t (re fle c te d  he a t fro m d e ve lo p e d  a re a s).  

Fo r e xa mp le , Big  Be nd  Ha b ita t Pa rk is a  70-

a c re  c o mb ina tio n ha b ita t a nd  urb a n fishe ry 

tha t is c urre ntly b e ing  d e ve lo p e d  b y the  City 
just no rth o f 9000 So uth o n the  Jo rd a n Rive r. 
The  p a rk will inc lud e  a  mix o f na tura l a re a s, 

wa lking , running  a nd  b ike  tra ils, tro ut p o nd s 
a nd  fish c le a ning  sta tio ns a nd  will o ffe r 
re sid e nts a  d iffe re nt a nd  mo re  na tura l typ e  o f 
p a rk e xp e rie nc e .  

We st Jo rd a n ha s a lso  b e e n suc c e ssful in the  
p re se rva tio n o f mo st o f the  Oq uirrh Mo unta in 
d ra ina g e  c o rrid o rs. Tra il c o rrid o rs a ve ra g ing  50 
fe e t o n e ithe r sid e  o f the  wa sh a re  re q uire d  
whe re  ne w d e ve lo p me nts a b ut ma jo r 
d ra ina g e  c ha nne ls. As the  we st sid e  
c o ntinue s to  d e ve lo p , tra ils a nd / o r g re e nwa ys 
a lo ng  the  d ra ina g e  c o rrid o rs will b e  
inte rc o nne c te d , c re a ting  a  sig nific a nt o p e n 
sp a c e  ne two rk within the  City.  

The re  is no  sta nd a rd  Le ve l o f Se rvic e  (LO S) fo r 
o p e n sp a c e  in We st Jo rd a n. Curre ntly, o p e n 
sp a c e  is p rima rily a  func tio n o f the  la y o f the  
la nd  a nd  the  na tura l syste ms tha t e xist in the  
City. Ra the r tha n b e ing  p la nne d  like  p a rks, 
o p e n sp a c e  is typ ic a lly a c q uire d  o n a  c a se -

b y-c a se  b a sis whe re  o p p o rtunitie s e xist. In the  
future , the  City sho uld  e xp lo re  the  id e a  o f 
e sta b lishing  a  sta nd a rd  Le ve l o f Se rvic e  fo r 
o p e n sp a c e  a s o ur p o p ula tio n inc re a se s. 
Given the public’s interest in acquiring 
a d d itio na l o p e n sp a c e , the  City sho uld  
c o nsid e r so me  o f the  fo llo wing  to o ls to  
fa c ilita te  a c q uisitio n o f o p e n la nd :   

• De ve lo p e r d e d ic a tio ns a nd  d o na tio ns; 
• Inte rg o ve rnme nta l la nd  tra nsfe rs;  
• Op e n sp a c e  d e sig n sta nd a rd s/ c luste re d  

d e ve lo p me nt;  
• Zo ning  a nd  d e ve lo p me nt re stric tio ns 

(se nsitive  la nd s o ve rla y fo r e xa mp le ); 
• Fe e  simp le  title  (o utrig ht p urc ha se ); 
• Purc ha se  a nd  Se llb a c k o r Le a se b a c k;  
• Co nse rva tio n Ea se me nts; 
• La nd  Ba nking ; a nd  
• Tra nsfe r o f De ve lo p me nt Rig hts (TDRs).   
 
As o p p o rtunitie s to  a c q uire  o p e n sp a c e  a re  
id e ntifie d , the  City sho uld  ma ke  use  o f the  full 
ra ng e  o f to o ls a nd  re so urc e s to  se c ure  
a d d itio na l la nd  fo r the  b e ne fit o f the  
c o mmunity.  

The  fo c us sho uld  b e  o n the  p re se rva tio n o f 
na tura l d ra ina g e s a nd  o the r ke y na tura l 
fe a ture s a nd  re so urc e s uniq ue  to  We st Jo rd a n 
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tha t will p ro vid e  g re a te r c o nne c tio ns with the  
City’s parks and neighborhoods. Unique uses 
sho uld  b e  c o nsid e re d  fo r o p e n sp a c e s whe re  
a p p ro p ria te  a nd  sho uld  b e  c a re fully 
imp le me nte d  to  e nsure  the  inte g rity o f the  
la nd  is no t c o mp ro mise d  o r d e g ra d e d  a s a  
re sult o f imp ro ve d  a c c e ss a nd  use .   

The  Pa rks, Re c re a tio n, Tra ils, a nd Op e n Sp a c e  

Ma ste r Pla n, inc lud ing  the  a sso c ia te d  ma p s, 
sho uld  b e  up d a te d  a s ne e d e d  to  re fle c t 
c ha ng e s in e xisting  o p e n sp a c e  inve nto ry.  

Community Gardens 

One  c o nc e p t re la te d  to  susta ina b ility tha t is 
no t a d d re sse d  e lse whe re  in the  Ge ne ra l Pla n 
is c o mmunity g a rd e ns. C o mmunity g a rd e ns 
a re  re c o g nize d  b y We st Jo rd a n a s a  va lua b le  
c o mmunity-b uild ing  re so urc e . Asid e  fro m 

lo c a l fo o d  p ro d uc tio n, ne ig hb o rho o d  
inte ra c tio n, p ro vid e  e d uc a tio na l va lue  fo r 
re sid e nts, a nd  ma ke  p ro d uc tive  use  o f 
und e rutilize d  la nd . Fo r the se  re a so ns, 
c o mmunity g a rd e ns sho uld  b e  e nc o ura g e d .  

The re  a re  c urre ntly no  p ub lic  c o mmunity 
g a rd e ns in the  City, b ut a  ha nd ful o f p la nne d  
c o mmunitie s o ffe r suc h g a rd e ns a s a n 
a me nity fo r the ir re sid e nts. It is a ntic ip a te d  
tha t the  d e ma nd  fo r c o mmunity g a rd e ns will 
inc re a se  o ve r time  a s va c a nt p ro p e rty 
b e c o me s le ss a va ila b le , p a rtic ula rly in a re a s 
whe re  re sid e nts d o  no t ha ve  the ir o wn ya rd  
sp a c e . Be c a use  o f this, a  c o mmunity g a rd e n 

p o lic y sho uld  b e  a d o p te d  b y the  City tha t 
o utline s ho w c o mmunity g a rd e ns a re  
o rg a nize d  a nd  ma na g e d , a nd  d e fine  wha t 
sup p o rt the  City will p ro vid e  fo r c o mmunity 
g a rd e ns lo c a te d  o n City-o wne d  p ro p e rty. All 
c o mmunity g a rd e ns sho uld  b e  o p e ra te d  a nd  
ma inta ine d  b y vo lunte e rs fro m the  
community or by a homeowner’s association 
with little  o r no  c o st to  the  City.  

Ultima te ly, Pa rks, re c re a tio n, tra ils a nd  o p e n 
sp a c e  will c o ntinue  to  p la y a n imp o rta nt ro le  
in the  q ua lity o f life  fo r tho se  who  live , visit, 

a nd  wo rk in We st Jo rd a n. 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE GUIDING 
PRINCIPLE 

Provide relief from the asphalt, concrete, steel, and vehicular environments of a 
suburban city 
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Cha p te r Twe lve  

ECONOMIC  
DEVELOPMENT 

The  e c o no mic  we ll-being of West Jordan’s economy is determined by the 
sum o f its p a rts. O ur wo rkfo rc e , b usine sse s, jo b s, re ta il e sta b lishme nts, lo c a l 
ho using  inve nto ry, a nd  ma ny o the r fa c to rs wo rk to g e the r to  ma ke  up  o ur 
lo c a l e c o no my.  

As population growth occurs, the make up of the City’s local economy is 
c ha ng ing  in wa ys tha t c re a te  ne w o p p o rtunitie s a nd  ne w c ha lle ng e s 
a like . It is the  inte nt o f this c ha p te r to  illustra te  the  c ha ra c te ristic s o f the  

community that influence West Jordan’s economy. This task is 
a c c o mp lishe d  in la rg e  p a rt b y using  d a ta  to  illumina te  tre nd s a nd  
c o mp a re  o ur c o mmunity to  o the rs in Uta h.  

This c ha p te r a lso  a ims to  p ro vid e  insig hts c ritic a l fo r e le c te d  o ffic ia ls a nd  

sta ff to  use  a s the y wo rk to g e the r to  g uid e  o ur e c o no my to wa rd  
susta ina b le  o utc o me s und e r the  p re ssure  o f ra p id  g ro wth a nd  ne w 
c ha lle ng e s. 
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Economic Development 
Vision  
In o rd e r to  g uid e  o ur e c o no my to wa rd  
d e sire d  o utc o me s, We st Jo rd a n will d e ve lo p , 
d e p lo y, a nd  re fine  a  ro b ust e c o no mic  

d e ve lo p me nt stra te g y. This stra te g y will 
ma inta in e ne rg e tic  a nd  p a ssio na te  fo c us o n 
b usine ss re te ntio n a nd  e xp a nsio n (BRE), re a l 
e sta te  d e ve lo p me nt a nd  re use , a nd  ne w 
b usine ss a ttra c tio n.  

Thro ug h o ur inte ntio na l e ffo rts in the se  thre e  
a re a s, we  will c a ta lyze  ne w g ro wth a nd  
inve stme nt, b uild  lo ng  te rm vib ra nc e , a nd  
c re a te  a  b ra nd  a nd  id e ntity fo r the  City a s a  
p la c e  whe re  b usine sse s c a n thrive .  

We  will re ma in c o mmitte d  to  und e rsta nd ing  
the  uniq ue  ne e d s o f o ur b usine ss c o mmunity 
b y liste ning  c a re fully. We  will c o nne c t e xisting  
b usine sse s with the  re so urc e s a nd  so lutio ns 

the y ne e d  to  stre ng the n a nd  e xp a nd , 
c re a ting  g re a te r e c o no mic  imp a c t fo r the  
City. We  will wo rk to  re vita lize  a nd  re d e ve lo p  
o ld e r p a rts o f the  City b y d ra wing  ne w 

inve stme nts tha t will c re a te  ne w o p p o rtunitie s 
fo r re c re a tio n, re ta il, living , a nd  e mp lo yme nt.  

We  will wo rk c lo se ly with la nd  o wne rs a nd  
d e ve lo p e rs to  c re a te  ne w o p p o rtunitie s fo r 
e xisting  a nd  future  re sid e nts to  live , wo rk, a nd  
re c re a te  in We st Jo rd a n in a  ma nne r tha t 
c re a te s a  stro ng  se nse  o f p la c e .  

We  will wo rk inte ntio na lly to  d ra w inno va tive  
a nd  re sp o nsib le  b usine sse s to  We st Jo rd a n 
tha t o ffe r e mp lo yme nt o p p o rtunitie s a c ro ss a  
d ive rse  sp e c trum o f ind ustrie s.  

Our suc c e ss will inc lud e  tho ug htful fo c us o n 
o ur a re a s o f g re a te st e c o no mic  o p p o rtunity 
inc lud ing  Jo rd a n La nd ing , the  City Ce nte r 
re d e ve lo p me nt p ro je c t, a nd  d e ve lo p me nt o f 

the  So uthwe st Qua d ra nt a s a  ma jo r 
e mp lo yme nt c e nte r b a la nc e d  with re ta il 
o p p o rtunitie s a nd  a ffo rd a b le  ho using . 

Labor Force 

La b o r fo rc e  re fe rs to  the  numb e r o f p e rso ns 
usua lly e mp lo ye d  o r willing  to  b e  e mp lo ye d  in 
a  sp e c ifie d  a re a . Tho se  who  a re  a c tua lly 
e ng a g e d  c o nstitute  the  wo rkfo rc e . The  

FIG URE 1 2 . 1  

LABOR FORCE 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s 



 

 125 

d iffe re nc e  b e twe e n the  la b o r fo rc e  a nd  the  
wo rkfo rc e  is the  une mp lo ye d  la b o r fo rc e . 
Thus, wo rkfo rc e  c o nstitute s the  e mp lo ye d  
la b o r fo rc e . 

The  a va ila b le  p o o l o f la b o r fo r e a c h o f the  six 
la rg e st c itie s in the  sta te  is sho wn in Fig ure  
12.1. Generally, the size of each City’s labor 
fo rc e  ma tc he s its ra nking  in re la tio n to  the  
to ta l re sid e ntia l p o p ula tio n. With the  2020 
Census, West Jordan’s population surpassed 
that of Provo, though West Jordan’s labor 
fo rc e  is la g g ing  tha t o f Pro vo  b y ro ug hly 4,000 
laborers. This may be due, in part, to Provo’s 
la rg e  stud e nt p o p ula tio n. It is e xp e c te d  tha t 
West Jordan’s rapid population growth will 
cause the City’s labor force to gain rapidly 
a nd  e ve ntua lly surp a ss tha t o f Pro vo . 

Be c a use  the  wo rkfo rc e  re sid ing  in a ll 
c o mmunitie s a re  typ ic a lly mo b ile , inflo w/
o utflo w o f the  wo rkfo rc e  will imp a c t the  
c ha ra c te r o f the  c o mmunity. Fig ure  12.2 
illustra te s the  re la tio nship  b e twe e n the  
re g io na l wo rkfo rc e , jo b s lo c a te d  insid e  a nd  
o utsid e  o f the  munic ip a l b o und a rie s, a nd  the  
mo ve me nt o f wo rkfo rc e  to  fulfill tho se  jo b s. 
The  fo llo wing  c a n b e  se e n in the  g ra p hic  o n 
the  b o tto m o f this p a g e : 

• 29,218 jo b s in We st Jo rd a n a re  fille d  b y 
re g io na l wo rkfo rc e  living  o utsid e  o f We st 
Jordan’s municipal boundaries. 

• 55,080 of West Jordan’s workforce is 
e mp lo ye d  o utsid e  o f the  munic ip a l 
b o und a ry. 

• Only 6,170 jo b s a re  fille d  in We st Jo rd a n b y 

We st Jo rd a n re sid e nts.   

 
About 90% of West Jordan’s workforce 
c o mmute s o utsid e  o f the  City limits to  wo rk 
a nd  a p p ro xima te ly 10% is e mp lo ye d  within 

City limits, a s sho wn in Ta b le  12.2. Whe n 
e xa mining  the  se ve n la rg e st c itie s in Uta h, 
We st Jo rd a n ha s the  sma lle st p e rc e nta g e  o f 
its p o p ula tio n whic h is a lso  e mp lo ye d  in the ir 
c ity o f re sid e nc e  (Fig ure  12.3). This inflo w/
o utflo w a na lysis a lso  illustra te s tha t 10% o f 
West Jordan’s workforce that stays in the 
c o mmunity fo r wo rk o nly fulfills a b o ut 10% o f 
the  jo b s a va ila b le  b y lo c a l e mp lo ye rs. This 
d a ta  sug g e sts tha t the re  is sig nific a nt 
o p p o rtunity fo r future  jo b  g ro wth in We st 
Jordan to be supported by West Jordan’s 
re sid e nt wo rkfo rc e . 

Looking outside of West Jordan’s municipal 
b o und a rie s, the  re g io na l la b o r fo rc e  is e q ua lly 
c o mp e lling  fo r p o te ntia l ne w e mp lo ye rs to  
lo c a te  in We st Jo rd a n. We st Jo rd a n is c e ntra lly 

29,218 People  
Wo rk in We st 

Jo rd a n, b ut live  
o utsid e  o f We st 

Jo rd a n 

6,170 People 

Wo rk a nd  
live  in We st 

Jo rd a n 

55,080 People 

Live  in We st 
Jo rd a n, b ut wo rk 
o utsid e  o f We st 
Jo rd a n 

90% 

10% 

Wo rke rs in  
We st Jo rd a n 

FIG URE 1 2 . 2  

WORKFORCE INFLOW/OUTFLOW 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s On the  Ma p  (2019) 
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lo c a te d  in the  Sa lt La ke  Co unty la b o r she d , 
g iving  a c c e ss to  a  re g io na l la b o r fo rc e  o f 
o ve r 650,000 within a  10-mile  ra d ius o f We st 
Jordan’s geographic center.  

The movement of the City’s workforce is likely 
a prominent factor in West Jordan’s mean 
c o mmute  time  b e ing  sig nific a ntly hig he r 

tha n tha t o f c itie s o f simila r size  in Uta h. As 
ind ic a te d  in Fig ure  12.4, the  a ve ra g e  We st 
Jo rd a n re sid e nt c a n e xp e c t to  c o mmute  a s 
muc h a s six- a nd  a -ha lf minute s lo ng e r tha n 
Pro vo  re sid e nts. Ac c o rd ing  to  the  US. Ce nsus 
Bure a u, We st Jo rd a n re sid e nts ha ve  a  me a n 
tra ve l time  to  wo rk o f 24.8 minute s, whic h 
e xc e e d s the  c o unty me a n o f 22.4 minute s 
a nd  the  sta te  me a n o f 21.9 minute s. Tho ug h 
c o mmute  time s typ ic a lly inc re a se  with 
p o p ula tio n g ro wth, inte ntio na l c re a tio n o f 
jobs within the City’s border can reduce 
tra ffic  if jo b s a re  ma tc he d  to  the  
q ua lific a tio ns o f the  wo rkfo rc e .   

Whe n c o mp a ring  We st Jo rd a n to  o the r c itie s 
b y the  p e rc e nta g e  o f lo c a l jo b s fulfille d  b y 
lo c a l wo rkfo rc e , Fig ure  12.3 sho ws tha t We st 
Jo rd a n is la st a mo ng  Uta h c itie s with la rg e  
p o p ula tio ns. 

TA BLE 1 2 .1  

LOCATION OF EMPLOYMENT 
FOR WEST JORDAN RESIDENTS 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s, On The  Ma p  (2019) 

City Percentage 

Salt Lake City 23% 

West Jordan 10% 

West Valley 9% 

Sandy 6% 

Murray 6% 

South Jordan 5% 

Draper 5% 

Millcreek 4% 

South Salt Lake 4% 

Taylorsville 3% 

Other 25% 

Total 100.00% 

TA BLE 1 2 .2  

PLACE OF RESIDENCE FOR 
PEOPLE EMPLOYED IN WEST 
JORDAN 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s, On The  Ma p  (2019) 

City Percentage 

West Jordan 16.5% 

West Valley 8.8% 

Salt Lake City 5.5% 

South Jordan 5.3% 

Sandy 4.7% 

Taylorsville 4.7% 

Kearns 4% 

Riverton 3.6% 

Herriman 3.2% 

Midvale 2.4% 

Other 41.2% 

Total 100.00% 

Ta b le  12.2 ind ic a te s tha t the  ma jo rity o f 
e mp lo ye e s who  wo rk in We st Jo rd a n live  in 
Sa lt La ke  Co unty. Ho we ve r, the re  is a  g re a t 
d e g re e  o f va ria tio n b e twe e n p la c e s o f 
re sid e nc e  o f the se  wo rke rs, with no  sing le  
lo c a lity o the r tha n We st Jo rd a n, ha ving  a  
sha re  g re a te r tha n 10%. 

Fig ure  12.5 sho ws the  lo c a tio n a nd  
c o nc e ntra tio n o f e mp lo yme nt in We st Jo rd a n. 
We  c a n se e  fro m this he a t ma p  the  
e mp lo yme nt within the  City is c o nc e ntra te d  
a lo ng  Re d wo o d  Rd , a lo ng  Ba ng e rte r 
Hig hwa y, a nd  to  the  we st in the  ind ustria l 
c e nte r. 

Fig ure  12.6 sho ws the  histo ric  une mp lo yme nt 
ra te  o f We st Jo rd a n c o mp a re d  to  tha t o f  Sa lt 
La ke  C o unty, the  Sta te  o f Uta h, a nd  the  
Unite d  Sta te s. The  une mp lo yme nt ra te  o f We st 
Jo rd a n ha s typ ic a lly mo ve d  in c o nc e rt with 
b o th the  na tio na l a nd  sta te wid e  
une mp lo yme nt ra te , a ltho ug h We st Jo rd a n 
ha s e njo ye d  o ve ra ll lo we r ra te s o f 
une mp lo yme nt.  



 

 127 

FIG URE 1 2 . 4  

AVERAGE DAILY COMMUTE 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s 

FIG URE 1 2 . 3  

PERCENT OF RESIDENTS WHO LIVE AND WORK IN A CITY 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s 



 

 128   CITY OF WEST JO RDAN G ENERAL PLAN 

Table 12.3 shows West Jordan’s 
une mp lo yme nt ra te  a s c o mp a re d  to  o the r 
la rg e  c itie s in the  sta te  fo r 2021. Curre ntly, 
West Jordan’s unemployment rate is lower 
tha n thre e  o f the  six c o mp a riso n c itie s with 
simila r p o p ula tio n.   

Jobs to Housing  
The  jo b s to  ho using  ra tio  is use d  to  illustra te  
the  numb e r o f to ta l jo b s c o mp a re d  to  the  
re sid e ntia l units lo c a te d  in the  City. Ra tio s 
b e lo w o ne  a re  typ ic a l fo r c o mmunitie s 

considered to be “bedroom communities”. 
We st Jo rd a n ha s re c e ntly p a sse d  this 
thre sho ld .  

Fig ure  12.7 d e mo nstra te s the  jo b s to  ho using  
ra tio  fo r the  la rg e st c itie s in the  sta te , with 
e a c h c ity ha ving  a  ra tio  e xc e e d ing  1.0, with 
We st Jo rd a n b e ing  the  lo we st o f the  six. The re  
a re  ma ny p o te ntia l imp lic a tio ns o f a  lo w jo b s 
to  ho using  ra tio , tho ug h the  mo st o b vio us is 
e c o no mic . Re sid e ntia l units o f lo w-mo d e ra te  

d e nsity re sult in a  ne t e xpe nse  to  a  
munic ip a lity in the  lo ng  te rm, whe re a s 
b usine sse s g e ne ra lly re sult in ne t re ve nue s in 
the  lo ng  te rm. 

As a  me a ns o f c re a ting  a  mo re  e c o no mic a lly 
susta ina b le  c o mmunity, the  City sho uld  b e g in 
lo o king  a t wa ys to  inc re a se  the  jo b s to  

LEGEND 

 5-264 Jo b s p e r sq . mile  

 
 

 265-1042 Jo b s p e r sq . mile  
  

 1043-2338 Jo b s p e r sq . mile  
  

 2339-4154 Jo b s p e r sq . mile  
  

 4155-6488 Jo b s p e r sq . mile  

FIG URE 1 2 . 5  

WEST JORDAN EMPLOYMENT CONCENTRATION HEAT MAP 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s 

ho using  ra tio  a s a  wa y to  b e ne fit the  ta x 
b a se , d a ytime  p o p ula tio n, a nd  to  p ro vid e  
mo re  o p p o rtunitie s fo r p e o p le  to  live  a nd  
wo rk in the  City.  

At its fo und a tio n, the  jo b s to  ho using  ra tio  is 
a n illustra tio n o f e xisting  la nd  use  d yna mic s. 
Effo rts to  c ha ng e  the  d ire c tio n o f this ra tio  a re  

the re fo re , a  ma tte r o f g uid ing  a n a p p ro p ria te  
p o rtio n o f future  la nd  use  to wa rd  no n-
re sid e ntia l use s. G ive n this, the  City sho uld  
ta ke  c a re  to  p ro te c t a re a s d e vo te d  to  
p ro fe ssio na l o ffic e  a nd  o the r no n-re sid e ntia l 
use s suc h a s e d uc a tio n, ma nufa c turing , a nd  
re ta il to  inc re a se  the  jo b s to  ho using  ra tio  a nd  
ma ke  la nd  use  p e rc e nta g e s mo re  c o nsiste nt 
with simila rly size d  c itie s in Uta h.  

TA BLE 1 2 .3  

2021 UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 
AVERAGES 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s, On The  Ma p  (2019) 

City Percentage 

West Valley City 1.9% 

Salt Lake City 1.7% 

Sandy 1.6% 

West Jordan 1.5% 

Orem 1.4% 

Provo 1.2% 
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2
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FIG URE 1 2 . 6  

HISTORICAL UNEMPLOYMENT RATE 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s 
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Op p o rtunitie s fo r inc re a sing  e mp lo yme nt in 
the  City will inc lud e  la nd  ne a r tra nsit sta tio ns, 
inte rc ha ng e s a lo ng  Mo unta in Vie w Co rrid o r, 
Re d wo o d  Ro a d , So uth Va lle y Re g io na l 
Airp o rt, Jo rd a n La nd ing , a nd  the  So uthwe st 
Qua d ra nt (SWQ ) o f the  City. 

Population Economics 

Ec o no mic  va lue  is c re a te d  whe n wo rk is 
p e rfo rme d . Po p ula tio ns a re  d ire c tly 
re sp o nsib le  fo r wo rk tha t is p e rfo rme d , a nd  
thus the  va lue  tha t is c re a te d  within a  
c o mmunity. Within e ve ry p o p ula tio n the  
c a p a c ity fo r wo rk is d e te rmine d  b y the  
e d uc a tio n, e xp e rie nc e , a g e , ho use ho ld  size , 
a nd  ma ny o the r fa c to rs.  

The attributes of West Jordan’s population 
p la y a  ke y ro le  in d e te rmining  the  re so urc e s 

a va ila b le  in the  c o mmunity fo r d e live ring  
se rvic e s a nd  a me nitie s. Be nc hma rks suc h a s 
me d ia n ho use ho ld  inc o me , p e r c a p ita  
inc o me , a nd  p e rso ns in p o ve rty a re  ind ic a to rs 
of West Jordan’s capacity for creating 
e c o no mic  va lue .  

We st Jo rd a n e njo ys o ne  o f the  la rg e st me d ia n 
ho use ho ld  inc o me s o f the  c itie s liste d  in Fig ure  
12.8. On a  p e r c a p ita  b a sis, We st Jo rd a n a lso  
ma inta ins a  hig h le ve l o f inc o me  c o mp a re d  
to  o the r c itie s, a s e vid e nc e d  in Fig ure  12.8. 
Due  to  this, the  o ve ra ll p o ve rty ra te  in the  City 
is c o mp a ra tive ly lo we r tha n mo st o the r la rg e  
c itie s in Uta h. The re  a re  multip le  fa c to rs tha t 
sup p o rt a b o ve  a ve ra g e  ho use ho ld  inc o me  

fo r We st Jo rd a n. The  two  mo st p ro mine nt 
attributes are West Jordan’s above average 
ho use ho ld  size  a nd  its p o p ula tio n a g e  
d istrib utio n whic h ske ws yo ung e r tha n ma ny 
o the r c o mmunitie s.   

Economic Base  
(Busine sse s, Emp lo yme nt, & 
Wa g e s)  

West Jordan’s economic base is best 
und e rsto o d  b y o b se rving  the  c ha ra c te ristic s 
o f We st Jo rd a n b usine sse s a nd  the  
e mp lo yme nt o p p o rtunitie s the y c re a te  
d istrib ute d  a c ro ss sp e c ific  ind ustrie s. It is a lso  
imp o rta nt to  o b se rve  the  re la tive  stre ng th o f 
sp e c ific  ind ustrie s within We st Jo rd a n whe n 

FIG URE 1 2 . 7  

JOBS PER HOUSING UNIT 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s; Utah De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2020) 
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c o mp a re d  to  na tio na l a nd  re g io na l 
b e nc hma rks. Our first o b se rva tio n is tha t We st 
Jo rd a n ha s sig nific a ntly le ss b usine ss firms 
within its b o rd e rs c o mp a re d  to  o the r 
munic ip a litie s a s ind ic a te d  in Fig ure  12.9. In 
2019, 2,751 b usine sse s in We st Jo rd a n 
e mp lo ye d  35,388 p e rso ns.  

In sp ite  o f this, We st Jo rd a n firms a re  d ive rse  in 
the  ind ustrie s the y c o ve r (se e  Fig ure  12.10). 
This c re a te s jo b  o p p o rtunitie s a c ro ss a  wid e  
variety of industries. West Jordan’s business 
d ive rsity p ro te c ts the  c o mmunity fro m 
e c o no mic  imp a c ts o f ind ustry-sp e c ific  
d o wnturns.  

Employment by 
Industry 

The largest sec tor in West Jordan is Retail Trade  
(Figure  12.10), employing 5,997 workers. The  next-
largest sec tors in the  region are  Educ ational Servic es 

Pe rc e nt o f 

Pe rso ns in 

Po ve rty 

(4,400), Health Care  and Soc ial Assistanc e  (4,159 
workers) and Construc tion (3,398). It is worth noting 
that the  retail sec tor employs the  greatest number 
o f workers in West Jordan, whic h is responsible  in 
large  part for the  very low wages c reated by jobs in 
West Jordan when c ompared to  other similarly sized 
munic ipalities. 

Industry Location 
Quotients 
Industry Loc ation Quotients (LQs) measure  the  
c onc entration o f jobs within broad industry 
c ategories c ompared to  the  national average . An 
LQ of 1.0 c ommunic ates that the  employment 
density for a spec ific  industry in the  study area is 
equal to  the  national average  employment density 
for that industry. Thus, an LQ of 1.0 represents the  
national baseline . Any LQ higher than 1.0 indic ates 
that the  area has a higher c onc entration o f 
employment in an industry when c ompared to  the  
national average . An LQ less than 1.0 represents 

FIG URE 1 2 . 8  

INCOME AND POVERTY LEVELS (2019) 
So urc e : U.S. Ce nsus Bure a u (2019) 
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FIG URE 1 2 . 9  

NUMBER OF FIRMS 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s  

 

1 - 'Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction', 
2 - 'Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting', 
3 - 'Information', 
4 - ‘Utilities', 
5 - 'Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation', 
6 - 'Management of Companies and Enterprises', 
7 - 'Real Estate and Rental and Leasing', 
8 - 'Transportation and Warehousing', 
9 - 'Public Administration', 
10 - 'Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services', 

NOTE: Sq ua re s a re  pro po rtio na l to  the  pe rc e nta g e  o f We st Jo rda n wo rke rs that 
a re  e mp lo ye d  within e a c h c a te g o ry. 

FIG URE 1 2 . 1 0  

WEST JORDAN JOBS BY INDUSTRY SECTOR 

So urc e : U.S. Bure a u o f Lab o r Sta tistic s  

11 - 'Other Services (excluding Public Administration)', 
12 - 'Finance and Insurance', 
13 - 'Wholesale Trade', 
14 - 'Administration & Support, Waste Management  and 
Remediation', 
15 - 'Accommodation and Food Services', 
16 - 'Manufacturing', 
17 - 'Construction', 
18 - 'Health Care and Social Assistance', 
19 - 'Educational Services', 
20 - 'Retail Trade' 

1 & 2 
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lower than average  employment density for that 
industry. While  LQ is an indic ator o f strengths in a 
broad industry, it will not identify strengths within 

spec ific  NAICS c odes within that industry.  

LQ’s are helpful when determining where a natural 
c ompetitive  strength may exist for rec ruiting new 
businesses. LQ’s are also helpful for identifying where 
c ompetitive  advantages may be  built through 
workforc e  development programs. In West Jordan, 
the  sec tors with the  largest LQs are  Construc tion 
(LQ=2.11), Retail Trade  (LQ=1.39), and Wholesale  
Trade  (LQ=1.30). 

The  Lo c a tio n Q uo tie nt Ana lysis sho wn in Ta b le  
12.5 a lso  use s to ta l e mp lo yme nt a nd  the  
a ve ra g e  a nnua l p e rc e nt c ha ng e  in 

e mp lo yme nt o ve r the  la st five  ye a rs a s me tric s 
in the  a na lysis. Atte ntio n sho uld  b e  p a id  to  the  
re la tive  stre ng th o f e a c h me tric , inc lud ing  
e mp lo yme nt within the  ind ustry, the  LQ , a nd  
the  a ve ra g e  c ha ng e  in e mp lo yme nt fo r the  
ind ustry. Dra stic  re d uc tio ns in e mp lo yme nt 
o ve r the  la st five  ye a rs ma y re p re se nt a  
p o te ntia l risk within the  ind ustry suc h a s the  
p o te ntia l fo r future  jo b  lo sse s. Busine ss 
re te ntio n e ffo rts a re  like ly b e st d ire c te d  
to wa rd  e mp lo ye rs in the se  ind ustrie s. A stro ng  

TA BLE 1 2 .4  

MAKEUP OF WEST JORDAN FIRMS 

So urc e : Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2020) 

Firm Percentage Firm Percentage 

Professional & Business Services 19.97% Manufacturing 5.8% 

Trade Transportation & Utilities 18.62% Leisure & Hospitality 5.61% 

Construction 17.04% Government 2.05% 

Education & Education & Health Services 14.14% Information 1.2% 

Financial & Financial Activities 9.24% Mining 0.18% 

Other Services 6.95%   

 100.00% Total  

FIG URE 1 2 . 1 1  

LOCATION QUOTIENT BY INDUSTRY 

So urc e : Jo b sEQ a s p re se nte d in EDCUta h 2019 Co mmunity Asse ssme nt (Da ta  a s o f 2019Q2)  
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TA BLE 1 2 .5  

WEST JORDAN LOCATION QUOTIENT ANALYSIS 

NAICS 
Code Industry Employment LQ 

Average 
Annual 
Percent 
Change in 
Employment 

5221 Depository Credit Intermediation 687 1.71 ↑ 2.6% 

4251 

Wholesale Electronic Markets and Agents and 
Brokers 

332 2.53 ↓ 8.15% 

6215 Medical and Diagnostic Laboratories 321 4.77 ↑ 8.5 

3323 

Architectural and Structural Metals 
Manufacturing 

317 3.39 ↑ 7.3% 

3371 

Household and Institutional Furniture and 
Kitchen Cabinet Manufacturing 

300 4.94 ↑ 9.5% 

3391 Medical Equipment and Supplies Manufacturing 256 3.36 ↑ 3.9% 

4851 Urban Transit Systems 247 4.28 ↑ 6.1% 

3254 Pharmaceutical and Medicine Manufacturing 244 3.50 ↑ 39.0% 

3118 Bakeries and Tortilla Manufacturing 208 2.69 ↑ 8.8% 

3345 

Navigational, Measuring, Electromedical, and 
Control Instruments manufacturing 

182 1.85 ↓ 2.2% 

5222 No depository Credit Intermediation 182 1.26 ↑ 10.4% 

3116 Animal Slaughtering and Processing 169 1.38 ↓ 3.7% 

3344 

Semiconductor and Other Electronic 
Component Manufacturing 

164 1.85 ↓ 16.4% 

4922 Local Messengers and Local Delivery 132 4.86 ↑ 147.6% 

3399 Other Miscellaneous Manufacturing 118 1.46 ↑ 1.1% 

3115 Dairy Product Manufacturing 110 3.18 ↓ 2.3% 

3328 

Coating, Engraving, Heat Treating, and Allied 
Activities 

101 2.99 ↑ 1.7% 

3271 Clay Product and Refractory Manufacturing 85 8.83 ↑ 6.7% 

4821 Rail Transportation 68 1.37 ↑ 1.1% 

3359 

Other Electrical Equipment and Component 
Manufacturing 

67 1.90 ↑ 7.4% 

3339 

Other General Purpose Machinery 
Manufacturing 

65 1.00 ↑ 0.4% 

3379 Other Furniture Related Product Manufacturing 64 7.56 ↑ 0.6% 

3219 Other Wood Product Manufacturing 62 1.07 ↓ 6.5% 

5414 Specialized Design Services 61 1.19 ↑ 6.9% 

3256 

Soap, Cleaning Compound, and Toilet 
Preparation Manufacturing 

48 1.78 ↓ 11.3% 
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LQ c o up le d  with ro b ust e mp lo yme nt g ro wth 
ma y re p re se nt p o te ntia l b usine ss re c ruitme nt 
o p p o rtunitie s. 

Wage Trends  

To ta l wa g e s p a id  b y e mp lo ye rs in va rio us 

c itie s a re  sho wn in Fig ure  12.12. We st Jo rd a n 
tra ils o the r c itie s b y a  sig nific a nt ma rg in. We st 
Jordan’s low level of total wages is corelated 
strongly to the City’s jobs to housing ratio. Of 
the  jo b s tha t a re  a va ila b le  in We st Jo rd a n, a  
he a vy c o nc e ntra tio n o f tho se  jo b s a re  in the  
re ta il se c to r whic h a re  g e ne ra lly lo we r wa g e  
jo b s. As we  e xa mine  the  a ve ra g e  mo nthly 
wa g e  in We st Jo rd a n, we  se e  tha t We st 
Jo rd a n is ne a r the  b o tto m whe n c o mp a ring  
a ve ra g e  mo nthly wa g e s to  simila rly size d  
c itie s (Fig ure  12.12). 

An e xa mina tio n o f the  mo nthly wa g e  b y 
ind ustry fo r We st Jo rd a n sho ws tha t the  mo st 
luc ra tive  jo b s a re  in the  ma nufa c turing , 
fina nc ia l, a nd  c o nstruc tio n ind ustrie s. The  

fie ld s with the  lo we st a ve ra g e  sa la ry is in 
le isure  & ho sp ita lity (Fig ure  12.13). 

While  wa g e s in We st Jo rd a n a re  sig nific a ntly 
lo we r tha n o the r simila rly size d  c itie s, wa g e  

g ro wth is stro ng  a s ind ic a te d  in Fig ure  12.12. 
The se  g ra p hs sho w 12% g ro wth fro m 2008 to  
2019. This is a  p o sitive  tre nd  whic h We st 
Jo rd a n City sho uld  se e k to  b o lste r thro ug h 
ta rg e te d  re c ruitme nt o f hig he r wa g e  jo b s in 
se le c t ind ustry se c to rs inc lud ing  
ma nufa c turing , fina nc ia l a c tivitie s, a nd  
p ro fe ssio na l a nd  b usine ss se rvic e s. 

Tax Trends 

Approximately 70% of West Jordan’s General 
Fund  re ve nue s c o me  fro m p ro p e rty ta x a nd  
sa le s ta x. The  ma jo rity o f City func tio ns re ly o n 
the se  fo und a tio na l re ve nue s fo r fund ing . It is 
the re fo re  imp o rta nt to  und e rsta nd  ho w the se  
ta xe s a re  c a lc ula te d  a nd  ho w future  
d e ve lo p me nt will imp a c t re ve nue s in 
re la tio nship  to  a ntic ip a te d  City e xp e nd iture s. 
Arme d  with tha t und e rsta nd ing , we  c a n 
d e sig n e c o no mic  d e ve lo p me nt stra te g ie s to  

sup p o rt re ve nue  g ro wth in p ro p o rtio n to  
a ntic ip a te d  e xp e nd iture s. The  se c tio ns b e lo w 
will lo o k a t b e nc hma rks fo r b o th p ro p e rty a nd  
sa le s ta x re ve nue s. 

Ave ra g e  Mo nthly 

Wa g e  (2019) 

$5,283 

$4,477 

$3,408 

$4,573 

$3,230 

$4,325 

FIG URE 1 2 . 1 2  

WAGE GROWTH AND AVERAGE MONTLY PAY (NONFARM LABOR) 
So urc e : Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2019)  
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FIG URE 1 2 . 1 3  

WEST JORDAN MONTHLY WAGES BY INDUSTRY 

So urc e : Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2019)  

Pe r Ca p ita  Pro pe rty Ta x 
Dig e st 

Pe r c a p ita  p ro p e rty ta x d ig e st is a  b e nc hma rk 
ind ic a to r fo r the  fisc a l he a lth o f a  c o mmunity. 
Ta x d ig e st is me a sure d  b y d ivid ing  the  to ta l 

ta xe s c o lle c te d  in fo r the  ye a r b y the  
p o p ula tio n d uring  tha t sa me  ye a r. A d e c line  
in p e r c a p ita  p ro p e rty ta x d ig e st is a n 
indicator that the City’s fiscal capacity may 
no t b e  ke e p ing  p a c e  with p o p ula tio n g ro wth. 
West Jordan’s property tax has grown 
mo d e stly (a p p ro xima te ly 0.89% p e r ye a r) fro m 
2018 thro ug h 2020 a s ind ic a te d  b y the  d a ta  
re p re se nte d  in Fig ure  12.14.  

Pe r Ca p ita  Sa le s Ta x Dig e st 

As with p ro p e rty ta x d ig e st, p e r c a p ita  sa le s 
ta x d ig e st is a no the r impo rta nt b e nc hma rk 
ind ic a to r fo r the  fisc a l he a lth o f a  c o mmunity. 

As c a n b e  se e n in Fig ure  12.14, In 2020 We st 
Jo rd a n c o lle c te d  $210.90 in sa le s ta x in 
2020 fo r e ve ry re sid e nt living  within its 
munic ip a l b o und a ry. Omitting  Sa lt La ke  City 
ta x d ig e st a s a n o utlie r, We st Jo rd a n c lo se ly 
re la te s to  the  a ve ra g e  o f the  o the r simila rly 

size d  c itie s. We  c a n se e  c le a rly tha t Sa lt La ke  
City is a n o utlie r in the  a mo unt o f sa le s ta x it 
c o lle c ts p e r c a p ita .  

Pe r Ca p ita  Co mb ine d  Ta x 
Dig e st 

Re vie wing  c o mb ine d  sa le s a nd  p ro p e rty ta x 
d ig e st in Ta b le  12.6, we  se e  tha t We st Jo rd a n 
c o lle c ts le ss in ta xe s p e r c a p ita  tha n a ll o the r 
c itie s with the  lo ne  e xc e p tio n o f Pro vo , 
whic h  ha s a  hig h c o nc e ntra tio n o f la nd  tha t 
d o e s no t g e ne ra te  p ro p e rty ta x. We  se e  
a g a in tha t Sa lt La ke  City is a  c le a r o utlie r, 
c o lle c ting  a lmo st twic e  a s muc h in c o mb ine d  

ta xe s in 2020 a s a ll o the r c itie s. A d e e p e r d ive  
into the Salt Lake City’s exceptional per 
c a p ita  c o mb ine d  ta x g e ne ra tio n illustra te s 
the  imp o rta nc e  o f b a la nc ing  re sid e ntia l 
g ro wth with no n-re sid e ntia l la nd  use s. 

Salt Lake City’s per capita combined tax 
re c e ip ts a re  sig nific a ntly hig he r tha n o the r 
c itie s fo r fo ur p rima ry re a so ns:  
• Sa lt La ke  ha s d isp ro p o rtio na te ly hig h 

d a ytime  p o p ula tio n d ue  to  jo b s lo c a te d  in 
the  c ity.   
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FIG URE 1 2 . 1 4  

PER CAPITA PROPERTY AND SALES TAX  
So urc e : Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2019)  

TA BLE 1 2 .6  

CUMULATIVE PROPERTY TAX AND SALES TAX PER 
CAPITA 

So urc e : Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2019) 

City 2018 2019 2020 

Sandy $323.98 $354.50 $383.32 

Orem $317.68 $328.38 $359.63 

Provo $256.76 $318.70 $341.35 

West Jordan $308.13 $312.26 $348.49 

West Valley City $408.55 $420.75 $442.90 

Salt Lake City $857.31 $1,035.11 $1,083.63 

• Sa lt La ke  c ha rg e s a n a d d itio na l 0.5% 
“Invest in our Future” sales tax. 

• Sa lt La ke  City ha s lo w sa le s ta x le a ka g e  
d ue  to  its d ive rsity o f re ta il o p p o rtunitie s.  

• Sa lt La ke  City ha s muc h hig he r d e nsity o f 
ind ustria l a nd  c o mme rc ia l p ro p e rtie s 
whic h a re  ta xe d  a t full a p p ra ise d  va lue  
(c o mp a re d  to  re sid e ntia l p ro p e rty). 

 

A c o mp a ra tive  re vie w o f so me  o f the  me tric s 
we  ha ve  e xp lo re d  b e twe e n Sa lt La ke  City 

a nd  We st Jo rd a n p a ints a  sta rk c o ntra st a nd  
illustra te s the  va lue  o f g ro wing  jo b s within the  
c o mmunity, se e  Ta b le  12.7.  

Re ta il Sa le s 

Gro ss re ta il sa le s fo r se le c te d  c itie s in 2020 a re  
sho wn in Fig ure  12.15, a nd  the  g ro ss re ta il 
sa le s o n a  p e r c a p ita  b a sis a re  sho wn in 
Fig ure  12.16. In e a c h c a se , We st Jo rd a n is 
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se c o nd  to  la st in the  a mo unt o f g ro ss re ta il 
sa le s. De sp ite  its re la tive ly lo w o ve ra ll to ta l, 
West Jordan’s retail sales growth has been 
ve ry stro ng  fo r a  twe nty two  ye a r p e rio d  (1998
-2020), e xp a nd ing  a t a n a ve ra g e  a nnua l ra te  
o f 6.95%. No ta b ly, re ta il sa le s c o ntra c te d  in 
o nly o ne  ye a r (fro m 2008 to  2009) o ve r tha t 
twe nty two  ye a r p e rio d . To ta l re ta il sa le s 
g ro wth fo r tha t p e rio d  is e q ua l to  o ve r 361% 

(Fig ure  12.18).  

West Jordan’s retail trade is well balanced 
a c ro ss a  numb e r o f c a te g o rie s, with re ta il 
b uild ing  ma te ria ls a nd  g a rd e n e q uip me nt 
a nd  sup p lie s c o ntrib uting  13% o f We st 
Jordan’s total annual retail sales (Figure 
12.17). Lo o king  a t g ro ss re ta il sa le s p e r c a p ita  
in Fig ure  12.16, We st Jo rd a n is se c o nd  to  la st 
a mo ng  the  six la rg e st c itie s in Uta h. This is d ue  
in large part to West Jordan’s significant sales 

ta x le a ka g e  o f mo to r ve hic le  re la te d  sa le s, 
whic h a c c o unts fo r $2,104 in p e r c a p ita  sa le s 
ta x le a ka g e .  

If We st Jo rd a n we re  to   e limina te  re ta il sa le s 
le a ka g e  o f mo to r ve hic le  re la te d  sa le s, we  

wo uld  se e  p e r c a p ita  g ro ss re ta il sa le s 
a p p ro xima te ly e q ua l to  tho se  o f We st Va lle y 
City. 

Ultimately, the City’s workforce, businesses, 
jo b s, a nd  re ta il e sta b lishme nts wo rk to g e the r 
to  ma ke up  the  lo c a l e c o no my o f the  City. 
Co nsid e ra tio n o f the se  e c o no mic  e le me nts 
c a n he lp  e le c te d  o ffic ia ls a nd  City sta ff ma ke  
e c o no mic a lly susta ina b le  d e c isio ns in va rio us 
p o lic y re a lms. 

TA BLE 1 2 .7  

COMPARATIVE REVIEW OF 
WEST JORAN & SLC 

So urc e : Uta h De p a rtme nt o f Wo rkfo rc e  Se rvic e s (2019) 

 

Salt Lake 
City 

West 
Jordan 

Labor Force 118,956 65,931 

Number of Firms in 
City 

13,801 2,751 

Percent of Resident 
Workforce Employed 

in City 

43.60% 10.10% 

Jobs/Housing Ratio 3.19 1.05 

2019 Monthly Wages $5,283 $3,408 
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FIG URE 1 2 . 1 5  

2020 GROSS RETAIL SALES 

So urc e : Uta h Sta te  Ta x Co mmissio n (2020)  

FIG URE 1 2 . 1 6  

2020 GROSS RETAIL SALES PER CAPITA 

So urc e : Uta h Sta te  Ta x Co mmissio n (2020)  
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1 - Co nstruc tio n (2%) 
2 - Pro fe ssio na l, Sc ie ntific  & Te c hnic a l Se rvic e s (2%) 
3 - Who le sa le  Tra d e -No nd ura b le  G o o d s (2%) 
4 - Info rma tio n (4%) 
5 - Re ta il-Ele c tro nic s & Ap p lia nc e  Sto re s (4%) 
6 - Utilitie s (4%) 
7 - Re ta il-Misc e lla ne o us Sto re  Re ta ile rs (4%) 
8 - Ma nufa c turing  (4%) 
 

NOTE: Sq ua re s a re  p ro p o rtio na l to  the  p e rc e nta g e  o f We st Jo rd a n wo rke rs tha t 
a re  e mp lo ye d  within e a c h c a te g o ry. 

FIG URE 1 2 . 1 7  

WEST JORDAN RETAIL SALES BY SECTOR 

So urc e : Uta h Sta te  Ta x Co mmissio n (2020) 

9 - Who le sa le  Tra d e -Dura b le  Go o d s (5%) 
10 - Fo o d  Se rvic e s & Drinking  Pla c e s (7%) 
11 - Re ta il-No nsto re  Re ta ile rs (8%) 
12 - Re ta il-Fo o d  & Be ve ra g e  Sto re s (11%) 
13 - Re ta il-Ge ne ra l Me rc ha nd ise  Sto re s (12%) 
14 - 'Re ta il-Build ing  Ma te ria l, G a rd e n Eq uip me nt & Sup p lie s 
De a le rs (13%) 
15 - All Othe r Re ta il Sa le s (18%) 

FIG URE 1 2 . 1 8  

HISTORICAL RETAIL SALES GROWTH FOR WEST JORDAN 

So urc e : Uta h Sta te  Ta x Co mmissio n (2020) 
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

Attract, recruit, and retain quality businesses that benefit and enhance the quality of 
life in West Jordan 

Diversify and strengthen the employment and tax base in the City of West Jordan 

Encourage the creation of planned commercial centers that provide the services and 
amenities residents need, and which reduce the need for extra or lengthy vehicle trips 

Provide well-designed, attractive, and aesthetically pleasing professional office and 
business environments within the City 
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HISTORIC 
PRESERVATION 

Cha p te r Thirte e n 

Histo ric  p la c e s he lp  re mind  a  c o mmunity o f its b e g inning s a nd  o f the  
a c hie ve me nts a nd  va lue s o f p re vio us g e ne ra tio ns. It is imp o rta nt tha t we  
le a rn fro m the  p a st so  tha t we  a s a  c o mmunity ma y mo ve  fo rwa rd  
to g e the r into  the  future .  

Ac ro ss the  na tio n, tho usa nd s o f c o mmunitie s p ro mo te  histo ric  
p re se rva tio n fo r its e c o no mic  b e ne fits, the  a e sthe tic  q ua litie s o f histo ric  
b uild ing s a nd  ne ig hb o rho o d s, a nd  its e nviro nme nta l b e ne fits.  

One  ind ic a tio n o f the  suc c e ss o f histo ric  p re se rva tio n is tha t mo re  tha n 
90,000 ind ivid ua l p ro p e rtie s a re  c urre ntly liste d  o n the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f 
Histo ric  Pla c e s1. The re  a re  362 p ro p e rtie s liste d  o n the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f 
Histo ric  Pla c e s in Sa lt La ke  C o unty.  

1Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s 
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Historic Preservation  
Histo ric  p re se rva tio n a d d s va lue  to  p riva te  
p ro p e rty. Stud ie s a c ro ss the  na tio n ha ve  
sho wn tha t whe re  lo c a l histo ric  d istric ts a re  
e sta b lishe d , p ro p e rty va lue s typ ic a lly rise  
whic h, in turn, he lp s to  e sta b lish a  c lima te  fo r 
inve stme nt a nd  re inve stme nt. Pro p e rty 
o wne rs within a  d istric t kno w tha t the  time  
a nd  mo ne y sp e nt o n imp ro ving  the ir 

p ro p e rtie s will b e  ma tc he d  with simila r e ffo rts 
o n surro und ing  lo ts. Pe o p le  inve st in a  
ne ig hb o rho o d  a s we ll a s in a n ind ivid ua l lo t. 

Re ha b ilita ting  a  histo ric  b uild ing  c a n a lso  c o st 
le ss tha n c o nstruc ting  a  ne w o ne . Fo r 
e xa mp le , p re se rving  b uild ing  e le me nts tha t 

a re  in g o o d  re p a ir is g e ne ra lly le ss e xp e nsive  
tha n re p la c ing  the m. Eve n in c a se s whe re  
a p p ro p ria te  re sto ra tio n ma y c o st mo re  tha n 
le ss se nsitive  tre a tme nts, p ro p e rty o wne rs a re  
c o mp e nsa te d  fo r the  a d d e d  e xp e nse  b y the  
a d d e d  va lue  to  the  p ro p e rty. 

Aesthetic Appeal and 
Quality of Life 

One of preservation’s most obvious 
a d va nta g e s is tha t it c re a te s mo re  a ttra c tive  
p la c e s to  live  a nd  wo rk. The  style  a nd  va rie ty 
o f histo ric  p la c e s ma ke  c o mmunitie s mo re  
visua lly a p p e a ling . Histo ric  ne ig hb o rho o d s a re  
also more “user friendly.” Mature trees, 
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b uild ing s c lo se r to  the  stre e t, a nd  d e c o ra tive  
a rc hite c tura l fe a ture s c o ntrib ute  to  a  se nse  o f 
id e ntity tha t is uniq ue  fo r e a c h histo ric  
ne ig hb o rho o d . The se  a ttrib ute s e nc o ura g e  
mo re  p e d e stria n a c tivity a nd  inte ra c tio n 
b e twe e n ne ig hb o rs. The  p hysic a l se nse  o f 
ne ig hb o rho o d  a lso  c o ntrib ute s to  a  se nse  o f 
se c urity in tha t it is mo re  c o nve nie nt to  g e t to  
know ones’ neighbors and become familiar 
with who  live s in the  ne ig hb o rho o d . 

Environmental Benefits 
Pre se rving  histo ric  struc ture s is so und  
e nviro nme nta l c o nse rva tio n p o lic y b e c a use : 
(1) e ne rg y is no t c o nsume d  to  d e mo lish 

e xisting  b uild ing s a nd  d isp o se  o f the  re sulting  
d e b ris, the re b y c o ntrib uting  to  sho rte r life -
sp a n o f la nd fills; (2) e ne rg y is no t use d  to  
c re a te  ne w b uild ing  ma te ria ls, tra nsp o rt the m 
a nd  a sse mb le  the m o n site ; a nd  (3) b y 
c o ntinuing  to  use  histo ric  b uild ing s, the re  is le ss 
ne e d  to  ha rve st ne w lumb e r a nd  o the r 
ma te ria ls tha t ma y ne g a tive ly imp a c t the  
e nviro nme nt o f o the r lo c a le s whe re  the se  

ma te ria ls a re  p ro d uc e d . 

Responsibility of 
Ownership 
Owne rship  o f a  histo ric  p ro p e rty c a rrie s b o th 
the  b e ne fits d e sc rib e d  p re vio usly a nd  a lso  a  
re sp o nsib ility to  re sp e c t the  histo ric  c ha ra c te r 
o f the  p ro p e rty a nd  its se tting . Ultima te ly, 
re sid e nts a nd  p ro p e rty o wne rs sho uld  
re c o g nize  tha t histo ric  p re se rva tio n is a  lo ng -
ra ng e  c o mmunity p o lic y tha t p ro mo te s 
e c o no mic  we ll-b e ing  a nd  o ve ra ll via b ility o f 
the  City a t la rg e , a nd  tha t the y p la y a  vita l 
ro le  in he lp ing  to  imp le me nt tha t p o lic y 
through careful stewardship of the area’s 
histo ric  re so urc e s. Enc o ura g ing  mo re  
o wne rship  o f histo ric a l p ro p e rtie s will he lp  
create more awareness of the City’s rich 
histo ry a nd  c ulture .  

The re  a re  c urre ntly no  histo ric  d istric ts in the  
City o f We st Jo rd a n a nd  o nly two  b uild ing s, 
the  We st Jo rd a n Wa rd  Me e ting ho use  (Pio ne e r 

Ha ll) a nd  G a rd ne r Villa g e , tha t a re  liste d  o n 
the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s. G ive n 
the  b e ne fits to  the  c o mmunity d e sc rib e d  
a b o ve , the  City sho uld  wo rk with the  Sta te  
O ffic e  o f Histo ric  Pre se rva tio n to  d e te rmine  if 
o the r site s o r a re a s a re  e lig ib le  fo r inc lusio n o n 
the  Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s.    
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1849 

The  la nd  tha t is no w We st Jo rd a n a lo ng  the  

Jo rd a n Rive r wa s se ttle d  in the  fa ll o f 1849. Due  
to  the  immine nt o nse t o f winte r a nd  the  la c k o f 

re a d ily a va ila b le  timb e r, the  first ho me s we re  
“dugouts” excavated into the hillsides above 
the  rive r.  

Mo st o f the se  d ug o uts we re  re p la c e d  the  

fo llo wing  sp ring  a s so o n a s we a the r p e rmitte d  

the  ha uling  o f timb e r fro m Bing ha m Ca nyo n.  

The  Jo rd a n Rive r flo ws fro m Uta h La ke  (fre sh 
wa te r la ke ) to  the  G re a t Sa lt La ke  (inla nd  sa lt 

se a ). Ea rly se ttle rs re c a ll whe n the  Jo rd a n Rive r 
wo uld  fill to  its b a nks a nd  c re a te  d a ng e ro us 

whirlp o o ls. It is re p o rte d  in se ve ra l o ld  histo rie s 

tha t the  b rid g e  b e twe e n Mid va le  a nd  We st 
Jo rd a n wa she d  o ut e ve ry sp ring . At o ne  time , 

a  fe rry p ro vid e d  rive r c ro ssing s until a  

sub sta ntia l b rid g e  c o uld  b e  b uilt. 

1853 

The  p o p ula tio n o f the  We st Jo rd a n 

a re a  is no w 361 p e o p le . 

The first blacksmith’s shop in south 
Sa lt La ke  Co unty b e lo ng e d  to  
Ale xa nd e r Be c kste a d  who  

c o mp le te d  the  sho p  in 1853. 
Op e ra tio ns c o nsiste d  o f se tting  

wa g o n tie s, re p a iring  wa g o ns a nd  
fa rm imp le me nts, sha rp e ning  p lo ws, 

a nd  sho e ing . 

1850 

Arc hib a ld  a nd  Ro b e rt G a rd ne r b uilt the  first 

sa w mill in the  a re a  in 1850, p o we re d  b y a  2 ½ 
mile  lo ng  mill ra c e , the  first imp o rta nt c a na l in 

Uta h.  Lumb e r to  sup p ly the  mill wa s ha ule d  
fo urte e n mile s fro m the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins to  

the  we st.   

1851 

In 1851, Ma tthe w G a unt sta rte d  a  wo o le n mill. 

In tha t sa me  ye a r, Sa mue l Mulline r ta nne d  
le a the r in the  first ta nne ry b uilt we st o f the  

Mississip p i Rive r. 

1852 

Sc ho o l o p e ne d  in We st Jo rd a n fo r the  first 

time  in 1852. C la sse s we re  he ld  in a  sma ll 
lo g  ho use , a b o ut 14 b y 15 fe e t, situa te d  

so uthwe st o f the  We st Jo rd a n Wa rd  

Me e ting  Ho use  a t 1137 We st 7800 So uth. 

Wight’s Fort History 

1854 

In the  fa ll o f 1854, a  ha nd ful o f p e o p le  lo o king  fo r a  p la c e  
to  fa rm, c a me  to  a  c le a r stre a m o f wa te r. This wa s 
Bing ha m Cre e k, whic h runs e a st fro m the  Oq uirrh 
Mo unta ins a nd  wind s its wa y do wn to  the  Jo rd a n Rive r. 
During  the ir e xp lo ra tio ns, the  ma ny sig ns o f Na tive  
Ame ric a ns c o nvinc e d  the  g ro up  tha t the y c o uld  no t live  
in sa fe ty witho ut so me  me a ns o f p ro te c tio n, whic h le d  to  
the construction of Wight’s Fort (at about 3600 West on 
9000 So uth).  

The  fo ur wa lls o f the  fo rt, e a c h 12 fe e t hig h, we re  
c o nstruc te d  o f sto ne s, e a rth, a nd  lo g s. Whe n c o mple te d , 
the  struc ture  wa s la rg e  e no ug h to  e nc lo se  a nd  p ro te c t 
se ve n lo g  ho use s, a nd  pa rt o f the  muc h- va lue d  stre a m. 
The  fo rt ha d  two  la rg e  g a te s, o ne  o n the  e a st a nd  the  
o the r o n the  we st.  

1855 

In sp ring , the  wive s a nd  c hildre n o f the  fo rt b uilde rs ha d  
se ttle d  in.  

1859 

The families of Wight’s Fort lived and prospered there until 
1859. 

1861 

La c k o f wa te r fo rc e d  se ttle rs to  a b a nd o n the  site  in 1861. 
Fo r ma ny ye a rs a fte r, the  o nly ro a d  to  Bing ha m Ca nyo n 
ra n thro ug h the  fo rt g a te s. To da y, a ll tha t re ma ins o f the  
settlement at Wight’s Fort is the Wight’s Fort Cemetery 
lo c a te d  a t a p p ro xima te ly 3500 We st 9000 So uth. 

 

1854 

In 1854, Arc hib a ld  a d d e d  a  g rist 

mill to  the  site  whic h intro d uc e d  
so me  e xc e lle nt ma c hine ry to  the  

a re a .  The  G a rd ne r Mill is still 
sta nd ing  a t a p p ro xima te ly 1050 

We st 7800 So uth. The  c urre nt 
o wne rs ha ve  c o nve rte d  it into  

G a rd ne r Villa g e , a  the me  
re sta ura nt a nd  re ta il sho p s, 
re minisc e nt o f the  d a ys o f 

Arc hib a ld  G a rd ne r. 
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1864 

West Jordan’s first post office opened in 1864 in a small 
a d o b e  ho use  a d ja c e nt to  the  We st Jo rd a n Wa rd  
Me e ting  Ho use . In 1900, the  Rura l Fre e  De live ry o f ma il 

(RFD) wa s b e g un fro m Sa nd y to  We st Jo rd a n. Ca rrie rs 
d e live re d  ma il first b y ho rse  a nd  b ug g y a nd  la te r b y 

Mo d e l T Fo rd . The  c urre nt We st Jo rd a n Po st Offic e  ha s 
b e e n re na me d  to  ho no r So lo n Ric ha rd so n Jr., the  first 

We st Jo rd a n Rura l Fre e  De live ry ma il c a rrie r. 

1903 

Do ze ns o f sma ll mining  c o mp a nie s d e ve lo p e d  

und e rg ro und  mine s to  re c o ve r le a d , silve r, a nd  g o ld  in 
Bing ha m Ca nyo n. Co p p e r b e c a me  the  mo st so ug ht 

a fte r mine ra l tha nks to  the  visio n o f Da nie l C . Ja c kling  
who  o rg a nize d  the  Uta h Co p p e r Co mp a ny o n June  4, 

1903, no w p a rt o f Rio  Tinto  (fo rme rly Ke nne c o tt Co p p e r 
Co rp o ra tio n). Wha t wa s o nc e  a  1,500-fo o t-hig h hill in 
Bingham Canyon is now Kennecott’s Bingham Canyon 
o p e n p it c o p p e r mine . 

1863 

It wa s in the  We st Jo rd a n Wa rd  Me e ting  Ho use  tha t the  

first mining  c la im in the  Uta h Te rrito ry (fo r the  Jo rd a n 
Silve r Mining  C o mp a ny) wa s file d  o n Se p te mb e r 7, 1863, 

a fte r the  d isc o ve ry o f mine ra l-b e a ring  o re  in Bing ha m 
Ca nyo n b y G e o rg e  B. Og ilvie . The  fo llo wing  De c e mb e r, 

d o c ume nts we re  p re p a re d  tha t o rg a nize d  the  We st 
Mo unta in Mining  Distric t in the  Oq uirrh Mo unta ins und e r 

the  d ire c tio n o f Co l. Pa tric k E. C o nno r. 

Sug a r Fac to ry Histo ry 

1891 

In 1891, the  first sug a r b e e ts we re  ra ise d  
in We st Jo rd a n.  

1916 
A fa c to ry wa s b uilt in 1916 b y the  Dye r 
Co nstruc tio n Co mp a ny. The  wo rk a t the  
fa c to ry wa s se a so na l. At its p e a k, it 
e mplo ye d  235 p e o p le  fro m mid -Oc to b e r 
to  the  e nd  o f De c e mb e r.  

1950s 
An e stima te d  285,000 b a g s o f sug a r we re  
p ro duc e d  a nnua lly in the  1950s.  

1970s 

Ho we ve r, in the  1970s, the  sug a r b e e t 
ma rke t d isa pp e a re d , a nd  the  fa c to ry 
c lo se d  its d o o rs.  

2011 

The  site  se rve d  a s a  c o mmunity the a te r 
fo r a  numb e r o f ye a rs until Ja nua ry 2011, 
whe n the  Uta h-Ida ho  Sug a r Fa c to ry wa s 
d e mo lishe d  due  to  struc tura l a nd  sa fe ty 
d e fic ie nc ie s.  

Avia tio n Histo ry 

1910 

Fe w pe o p le  a re  awa re  o f the  ro le  We st 
Jo rd a n ha s ha d  in Uta h a via tio n histo ry. 
Sig nific a nt la nd ma rk e ve nts inc lud e  wha t 
is b e lie ve d  to  b e  the  first po we re d  
a irp la ne  flig ht in Uta h, ma de  b y La g a r R. 
Culve r o n Fe b rua ry 18, 1910. 

1941-1943 
In 1941, Sa lt La ke  City Airp o rt II wa s 
a utho rize d  a nd  b e g a n o ffic ia l o pe ra tio n 
o n June  25, 1943. The  a irpo rt wa s 
c o nstruc te d  b y the  U.S. Army Co rp s o f 
Eng ine e rs a s pa rt o f the  na tio na l de fe nse  
syste m, se rving  d uring  Wo rld  Wa r II a s a  
milita ry p ilo t tra ining  fa c ility. It wa s kno wn 
d uring  Wo rld  Wa r II a s Ke a rns Army 
Airfie ld  a nd  p ro vid e d  o pe ra tio na l 
tra ining  fo r pe rso nne l a nd  units d uring  

the  wa r. It wa s a lso  pa rt o f the  la rg e r 
Ke a rns Army Air Ba se  (la te r re na me d  
Ca mp Ke a rns) whic h wa s a  ma jo r Air 
Fo rc e  b a sic  a nd  te c hnic a l tra ining  fa c ility 
fo r pe rso nne l b e ing  re a ssig ne d  to  o ne  o f 
the  c o mb a t zo ne s o ve rse a s.  

1945 

The  Army so ld  the  a irp o rt in 1945, a nd  it is 
c urre ntly o wne d  a nd  o pe ra te d  b y Sa lt 
La ke  City.  

1977 

In 1977, Sa lt La ke  City Airp o rt II b e c a me  
the  lo c a tio n o f the  Uta h Na tio na l 
Guard’s Aviation Support Facility. The 
So uth Va lle y Re g io na l Airpo rt a nd  
c o ntinue s to  b e  a  vita l a nd  sig nific a nt 
re g io na l a via tio n a sse t.  

Inc o rp o ra tio n Histo ry 

1941 

The  re side nts o f We st Jo rda n pe titio ne d  
the  Co unty Co mmissio n fo r 
inc o rp o ra tio n a s a  to wn in 1941.  

1967 

We st Jo rd a n b e c a me  a  third -c la ss c ity in 
1967, a nd  a fte r re a c hing  a  p o pula tio n 
o f 4,128 re side nts. 

2007 

We st Jo rd a n o ffic ia lly b e c a me  a  first-
c la ss c ity o n De c e mb e r 3, 2007.  

2020 

The  City o f We st Jo rd a n is c urre ntly the  
3rd  la rg e st c ity in the  sta te  o f Uta h b y 
p o pula tio n. 
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Historic Sites 
Existing  a nd  Po te ntia l Histo ric  
Site s 

Crite ria  use d  to  d e te rmine  e lig ib ility o f d istric ts 
o r b uild ing s fo r la nd ma rk sta tus ha ve  b e e n 

e sta b lishe d  a t the  fe d e ra l le ve l to  e va lua te  
site s tha t ma y b e  e lig ib le  fo r listing  o n the  
Na tio na l Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s. Brie fly, 
la nd ma rk site s must b e  a t le a st 50 ye a rs o ld , 
ha ve  ma inta ine d  a  hig h d e g re e  o f inte g rity 
fro m the  p e rio d  in whic h the y we re  b uilt, a nd  

ha ve  c o ntrib ute d  to  b ro a d  p a tte rns o f the  
city’s history. Historic districts must be 
c o mp o se d  o f a t le a st 51% c o ntrib uting  
p ro p e rtie s, a s d e te rmine d  in a  p ro fe ssio na lly 
c o nd uc te d  surve y. Co ntrib uting  p ro p e rtie s a re  

tho se  whic h a re  o ve r 50 ye a rs o ld  a nd  ha ve  
re ta ine d  a  hig h d e g re e  o f inte g rity. 

The re  a re  two  site s in the  City c urre ntly liste d  
o n the  Na tio na l Re g iste r (se e  Fig ure  13.1 

b e lo w) a nd  se ve ra l mo re  tha t a re  g e ne ra lly 
a c kno wle d g e d  a s me e ting  the  e lig ib ility 
c rite ria . Site s with p o te ntia l fo r listing  o n the  
National Register include Wight’s Fort 
Ce me te ry, the  We lb y To wnsite  lo c a te d  a t the  
inte rse c tio n o f 9000 So uth a nd  Old  Bing ha m 

Hig hwa y a nd  the  We st Jo rd a n Histo ric a l 
Muse um. 

The  Ga rd ne r Mill site  is p riva te ly o wne d  a nd  is 
c urre ntly utilize d  a s a  re ta il/ c o mme rc ia l c e nte r 
o ffe ring  va rio us sho p s a nd  re sta ura nts fo r the  
re sid e nts o f We st Jo rd a n a nd  Sa lt La ke  
Co unty. 

The  We st Jo rd a n Wa rd  Me e ting ho use  (a lso  

kno wn a s Pio ne e r Ha ll o r the  O ld  Ro c k 

Churc h) is c urre ntly o wne d  b y the  City o f 
We st Jo rd a n a nd  utilize d  a s the  ho me  o f the  
lo c a l c ha p te r o f the  Da ug hte rs o f Uta h 
Pio ne e rs. This fa c ility is ma inta ine d  a nd  re nte d  
to  the  p ub lic  fo r so c ia l g a the ring s, we d d ing s, 
fa mily re unio ns, e tc . With he lp  fro m a  
c o ng re ssio na l a p p ro p ria tio n, this fa c ility wa s 
c o mp le te ly re no va te d  d uring  2006-2007. 

Uta h Ce ntury Fa rms a nd  
Ra nc he s  

As a part of Utah’s centennial celebration in 
1996, a  p ro g ra m wa s initia te d  b y the  Uta h 
De p a rtme nt o f Ag ric ulture  a nd  Uta h Fa rm 
Bure a u Fe d e ra tio n to  re c o g nize  a nd  ho no r 
fa mily fa rms a nd  ra nc he s in the  Sta te  tha t 
ha ve  b e e n o wne d  b y the  sa me  fa mily fo r 100 
ye a rs o r mo re . All la nd o wne rs re c e ive d  a  
special certificate and permanent “Century 
Farm & Ranch” sign for their property. Five of 
the se  fa rms we re  lo c a te d  in We st Jo rd a n a t 
so me  p o int: the  Ma lmstro m Fa mily Fa rm; 
Dra ke  Fa mily Fa rm; Ba te ma n Da iry Fa rms Inc .; 
Ga rd ne r He rita g e  Fa rm; a nd  the  Co o k Fa mily 
Fa rm.  

Histo ric  Surve ys  

Co nd uc ting  a  histo ric  re so urc e  surve y, kno wn 
as a “reconnaissance survey,” is the first step 
in p re p a ring  a  Na tio na l Re g iste r no mina tio n 
fo r a  histo ric  d istric t. The  surve y d e te rmine s the  
c o nc e ntra tio n o f c o ntrib uting  ve rsus no n-
c o ntrib uting  p ro p e rtie s a nd  id e ntifie s p a tte rns 
o f d e ve lo p me nt tha t he lp  d e sc rib e  the  histo ry 
o f a  c o mmunity. A re c o nna issa nc e  surve y 

a lso  id e ntifie s p ro p e rtie s tha t a re  wo rthy o f 
furthe r stud y, kno wn a s a n inte nsive -le ve l 
surve y. Inte nsive  le ve l surve ys a re  a lso  

TA BLE 1 3 .1  

NATIONAL REGISTER SITES, WEST JORDAN, 
UTAH 

Resource name Address City Date listed 

Gardner Mill 1050 W. 7800 South West Jordan 9/29/1982 

West Jordan Ward Meeting House 
(Pioneer Hall)  1137 W. 7800 S West Jordan 4/14/1995 
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ne c e ssa ry fo r the  p re p a ra tio n o f a  Na tio na l 
Re g iste r no mina tio n fo r a  d istric t. The re  is no  
re c o rd  o f histo ric  surve ys ha ving  b e e n d o ne  in 

We st Jo rd a n. Ho we ve r, the y a re  a  va lua b le  
to o l in a ny histo ric  p re se rva tio n p ro g ra m. 

Incentives for Historic 
Preservation 

Go ve rnme nt a g e nc ie s a nd  no np ro fit 
o rg a niza tio ns o ffe r inc e ntive s to  a ssist p ro p e rty 
o wne rs in ma inta ining  a nd  re sto ring  histo ric  
p ro p e rtie s. The  mo st c o mmo nly use d  so urc e s 
o f fund ing  a nd  info rma tio n a re  liste d  b e lo w. 

Uta h Sta te  Histo ric  Pre se rva tio n 
Offic e  (SHPO)  

The  Uta h Sta te  Histo ric  Pre se rva tio n Offic e  
a d ministe rs the  sta te  a nd  fe d e ra l ta x c re d it 
p ro g ra ms. The  SHPO a lso  a d ministe rs fe d e ra l 
fund ing  fo r Ce rtifie d  Lo c a l Go ve rnme nt 

p ro g ra ms, whic h p ro vid e s c o mmunitie s 
a c c e ss to  p re se rva tio n p ro g ra ms, to o ls a nd  
re so urc e s.  

Na tio na l Trust fo r Histo ric  
Pre se rva tio n  

Esta b lishe d  in 1949, the  Na tio na l Trust ha s 
sho wn ho w p re se rva tio n c a n p la y a n 
imp o rta nt ro le  in stre ng the ning  a  se nse  o f 
c o mmunity a nd  imp ro ving  the  q ua lity o f life . 
The  Na tio na l Trust o ffe rs sma ll p la nning  a nd  
d e sig n g ra nts fo r c o mmunitie s with histo ric a l 
b uild ing s. 

Sta te  a nd  Fe d e ra l Ta x Cre d its fo r 
Na tio na l Re g iste r-Liste d  
Pro p e rtie s 

Owne rs o f p ro p e rty liste d  o n the  Na tio na l 
Re g iste r o f Histo ric  Pla c e s a re  e lig ib le  to  
o b ta in a  20% fe d e ra l inc o me  ta x c re d it fo r 
re ha b ilita tio n o f inc o me -p ro d uc ing  p ro p e rtie s 
a nd  a  20% sta te  inc o me  ta x c re d it fo r 
re sid e ntia l p ro p e rtie s (re sid e ntia l re nta l 
p ro p e rtie s c a n so me time s q ua lify fo r fe d e ra l 
a nd  sta te  ta x c re d its).  

All wo rk p e rfo rme d  o n the  p ro p e rty must 
comply with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
“Standards for Rehabilitation.” The staff of the 
Uta h Sta te  Histo ric  Pre se rva tio n Offic e  re vie ws 
a nd  p ro c e sse s the se  a p p lic a tio ns. It is ve ry 
imp o rta nt to  c o nta c t the  o ffic e  p rio r to  
b e g inning  p hysic a l wo rk o n the  p ro je c t 
whe ne ve r p o ssib le .  

Pre se rva tio n Uta h 

Pre se rva tio n Uta h is a  sta te wid e  histo ric  
p re se rva tio n no np ro fit tha t o ffe rs lo w inte re st 
lo a ns se t a t ha lf the  p rime  inte re st ra te  to  

re sto re  a nd  re ha b ilita te  histo ric  b uild ing s. In 
g e ne ra l, a  p ro p e rty must b e  a t le a st 50 ye a rs 
o ld  a nd  re ta in its a rc hite c tura l inte g rity to  
q ua lify. Ap p ro va l o f lo a n a p p lic a tio ns is 
b a se d  o n a  numb e r o f c rite ria , inc lud ing  the  
histo ric  a p p ro p ria te ne ss o f the  p ro p o se d  
re no va tio n a nd  the  a va ila b ility o f lo a n fund s.  

Pre se rva tio n Uta h a lso  ma inta ins the  Uta h 
Pre se rva tio n Dire c to ry whic h id e ntifie s 
c o mp a nie s a nd  ind ivid ua ls who  ha ve  

e xp e rie nc e  in wo rking  with histo ric  b uild ing s 
a nd  site s.  

Ultima te ly, p re se rva tio n he lp s re mind  a  
c o mmunity o f its b e g inning s a nd  o f the  
a c hie ve me nts a nd  va lue s o f p re vio us 
g e ne ra tio ns. It a lso  inc lud e s e c o no mic  
b e ne fits, e nviro nme nta l b e ne fits, a nd  
c o mmunity b e ne fits. 



 

 150   CITY OF WEST JO RDAN G ENERAL PLAN 

 

 151 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION GUDING PRINCIPLES 

Preserve the character and significance of historic sites and structures located in the 
City 
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GENERAL PLAN GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

URBAN DESIGN 

Strengthen the identity and image of the City of West Jordan 

Support neighborhoods and developments of character 

Create a city center that exemplifies a high level of urban design 

LAND USE  

Land use decisions should be made using a regional approach that integrates and 
participates with programs established to better serve the City as a whole 

Land use decisions should be guided by the General Plan to protect existing land uses 
and minimize impacts to existing neighborhoods 

The General Plan is the will of the community and presumed current. Developers have 
the burden of proof on why the General Plan should be changed 

Land use designs must promote quality of life, safety, and good urban design 

TRANSPORTATION 

Provide a safe and efficient multi-modal transportation system 

Improve the aesthetic quality of the City’s streets 

HOUSING  

Encourage a balanced variety of housing types that meet the needs of all life stages 
with a mix of opportunities for today and into the future 

Place high density projects near infrastructure which exists to sustain the increased 
density 

Implement programs to encourage the repair, rehabilitation, or replacement of 
deteriorating residential structures 
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ENVIRONMENT 

Protect, preserve, and restore hillsides, ridgelines and foothills of the Oquirrh mountains 
and along the Jordan River 

Designs should maximize water conservation, protect and improve air quality, and 
employ environmentally sound building practices 

WATER USE AND PRESERVATION 

Implement and encourage principles of sustainable water use and water-conserving 
landscaping  

Encourage water conservation by following the West Jordan Water Conservancy and 
Drought Plan 

Modify the City’s practices to efficiently manage water and set a positive example for 
water conservation 

PARKS, RECREATION, AND OPEN SPACE  

Provide relief from the asphalt, concrete, steel, and vehicular environments of a 
suburban city 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  

Attract, recruit, and retain quality businesses that benefit and enhance the quality of life 
in West Jordan 

Diversify and strengthen the employment and tax base in the City of West Jordan 

Encourage the creation of planned commercial centers that provide the services and 
amenities residents need, and which reduce the need for extra or lengthy vehicle trips 

Provide well-designed, attractive, and aesthetically pleasing professional office and 
business environments within the City 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION  

Preserve the character and significance of historic sites and structures located in the 
City 
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