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This Month’s

Grasshopper! A £3450 pickup cartridge. At last we’ve risked
reviewing this legend. But we looked at it in awe, decided we all had
jelly hands and sent it to LP expert, Chris Beeching - see p 70.

We’ve found many other superb and less delicate products to
review alongside it. For example -

® McIntosh are a venerable U.S. name whose past includes innovative
valve amps. Their new CDM 7009 CD player, big as a Mack truck, had
Eric Braithwaite flailing his arms about - sign language for “it’s
seriously good”. See what afflicted Eric on p13.

@ Back home, Linn’s little Tukan loudspeaker will get people excited,
as much as the outgoing Kan, thinks Linn fan David Price. Here’s a
great little Rock miniature, on p26.

@ It sounds good and comes at a bargain price - but is that enough?
Check out Philips’ latest DCC digital tape recorder, the new DCC730
on p23.

@® We've had hi-fi from Russia - now it’s China’s turn. Fitted with
Chinese Golden Dragon 211 valves, directly-heated glowing wonders,

shows would take over where

London’s great Olympia hi-fi show
of yore left off, but I was wrong. Times
have changed. Today we've got
Consumer Electronics, dominated by
the Japanese. Theirs is a morass of
domestic video, camcorders and what
have you, all of which attracts kids
with lollipops, carrier bags full of free
give-aways and sticky fingers.

Thankfully, this year we also had a
Central London show for real hi-fi:
Sound & Vision. We attended eagerly,
full of hope as always - and it was
great! Our demo room was packed
much of the time and we loved it.
Thanks for coming to see us. Here’s
looking forward to an even grander
event at the Cumberland, Marble
Arch next September - we'll be there.
Hope to see you too.

I personally hoped that today’s Live

here’s a fascinating single-ended amplifier from the East, on page 57.

Noel Keywood, Editor

TEST EQUIPMENT LISTENING ROOM

(TREATED BY RPG ACOUSTIC TOOLS)

@ Hi-Fi World has its own advanced test
laboratory and acoustically treated listening
room. No other hi-fi magazine has the benefit

| of such facilities.

| @ Hi-Fi World has a dedicated in-house team of

| experienced listeners, and uses selected °
freelance professionals. We review thoroughly
by extensive auditioning, rather than by quick-
fire group listening tests.
@ Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide
range of products in-house. We export kits,
parts and built-up products around the world,
delighting buyers in far flung corners of the
globe. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and
dedicated.
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SHEARNE PHASE 2/PHASE 3 29
Eric Braithwaite listens to John Shearne’s updated Phase 2
integrated amplifier. It has a distinctive sound, and with the
new Phase 3 for bi-amping, the combo’s even better.

P.M. AUDIO LAB 21 ISE 57
Our first Chinese
amplifier! Valve
specialists P.M.
Components now
produce
monoblocks using
the mighty 211
power triode.
There's an
accompanying
valve line-level
preamplifier too. Dominic Baker sees the light.

MOTH STEREO 60/MONO 100 65
Peter Downs listens to Moth's new Stereo 60 power amplifier,

and investigates their upgrade system when he takes on the
Monoblock 100s.

COMPACT DISC

McINTOSH CDM 7009 13
Eric Braithwaite reminisces over his lost love, the Mcintosh
CDM 7009. Using TEAC's VRDS mechanism, one-bit chipset
and classic Mclntosh design who can blame him?

LOUDSPEAKERS

CHARIO ACADEMY ONE 49
Eric Braithwaite receives a
lesson in Italian style from
Chario’s Academy |
loudspeaker, a compact, solid
Walnut miniature with a sound
to match.

KEF CODA 8 18
The war of the boxes continues.
The latest be launched is KEF's
Coda 8. Dominic Baker asks
whether they have cracked it.

LINN TUKAN 26
Will Linn's new Tukans, successor of the Kans, continue their
reign. David Price has the answer.

MORDAUNT-SHORT PERFORMANCE 860 33
Known for competitive lower end models, Mordaunt-Short
have launched the Performance range. Can they show the
high-end how it should be done? Read Noel Keywood’s
verdict.

. DECEMBER 1995

PHILIPS DCC730 23
A Digital Compact Cassette recorder for just £250. Our
studio engineer, Douglas Floyd-Douglass, listens.

VAN DEN HUL GRASSHOPPER IV 70
A legend amongst Moving Coil
cartridges, here's the ultimate in vinyl
replay. Chris Beeching tells us of its
secrets

NEWS 7
Finger on the pulse, ear to the ground, remember you read
about it here first.

LETTERS 34
Your turn to sound off about any aspect of hi-fi.

QUERIES 52
In a confused and troubled world, World makes sense of it
all.

COLUMNS 63, 69,72

Noel and the Dominics draw your attention to this month'’s
relevant issues.

WORLD VERDICT

#2 OUTSTANDING - Superb sound, something we'd
use ourselves.

GOOD - Has strong merit. Well worth an audition.

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in vital areas. May be
worth auditioning.

POOR - Seriously flawed. Not worth considering.

HI-FI WORLD



NEXT ISSUE 60
Make sure you face the chaos of the sales armed
with the January edition of Hi-Fi World.

COMPETITION 66
Don’t rely on Father Christmas - win our
competition.

SUBSCRIPTIONS 68
Make an early new year resolution not to go
without Hi-Fi World in 1996.

SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS I 4
We present you with the horse’s mouth.

MEET YOUR MAKER 81
A mine of manufacturing information.

WORLD AUDIO DESIGN 82
Pack up your troubles and make a kit.

DIAL-A-DEALER 89
Information about handy retail outlets.

HI-FI WORLD LIBRARY
Ever broadening and always stimulating, check
out the latest volumes in our collection.

99

MEASURED PERFORMANCE SECTIONI 13

READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS
The page where prayers are answered and
dreams are fulfilled - if you're lucky.

134

ADVERTISERS INDEX

MUSIC

Some excellent new releases for your perusal.

146

ROCK RECORD OF THE
MONTH:
The Charlatans: The Charlatans

CLASSICAL RECORD OF THE
MONTH:

George Lloyd: lernin

ROCK AND POP
JAZZ
CLASSICAL

HI-FI WORLD

CONTENTS

SUGDEN/CASTLE SYSTEM 20
A in truly British system: the simply styled but
silkily finished Sugden CD player and amplifier,
with Castle loudspeakers, and remote control.

ROKSAN SYSTEM 44
Eric Braithwaite takes delivery of an all Roksan
system. With new Attessa CD player, Radius lll
turntable, L2.5/S1.5 pre/power amplifiers and
floorstanding Ojan 3X loudspeakers, was it all
worth it?

SOUND & VISION LONDON SHOW
REPORT 41
We bring you all of the news, equipment and
gossip from the Hi-Fi Show of the year! If you
missed it, our report is the only way you'll catch

up.
DIY SUPPLEMENT

In this month’s Supplement we give details of a
special active crossover network which allies
Quad’s ESL63 electrostatic loudspeakers to
Celestion’s SL6000 open dipole subwoofer.
Combined, they give you a cabinet-free
loudspeaker with extremely low colouration and
a remarkably wide and flat frequency response.
There’s also a review of the recently updated
Loudspeaker Design Cookbook and the new
Electrostatic Loudspeaker Cookbook as well as
features, news and a whole lot more for the DIY
hi-fi enthusiast.

COMPETITION

TEN top pairs of Mission loudspeakers.
There are three pairs of Mission 731LE
speakers and seven pairs of Mission 73|
speakers up for grabs this month. 66
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One of life’s more

rewarding decisions.

KEF
Reference
Series

“
K 3

200 500 B 1k 40k

If only all decisions in life were as
straightforward as this.

The fact is that if you want the
purest sound and the most
uncompromising speciﬁcation, it
simply has to be New KEF Reference.

Every speaker must
match our engineers'

» 'reference’ prototype to
an almost unbelievable
tolerance of 0.5 decibels. This means
you can be sure that the sound KEF
created will be recreated in your
home. Exactly.

Our breakthrough Uni-Q°
technology delivers an
astonishing stereo image, its |
unique point source
design, with the tweeter
at the exact acoustic
centre of the mid-range
cone, lets you visualise the precise
location of every performer on the
stage. What's more, because of
Uni-Q's smooth, even dispersion
you'll hear that incredible realism
throughout the room. From speakers

this good you'd expect outstanding

A bass performance.
With KEF's famous

-
4 'couple(l cavity' bass

system, now further
i improved with

interports, you get it.

We go to similar

I

I ’h extremes in perfecting
—

t

every detail.

Some you can't see, like Oxygen-
Free Copper internal wiring or
magnetic shielding (vital in Home
Theatre). Some you can -
sumptuously veneered cabinets with
heavily gold-platec feet and
terminals, for example.

In other words, each pair of
Reference speakers is as close to
pertection as KEF can make it.

When vou know you can choose
the best, would you \\'illingly settle

for anything less?
b

KEF

The experience
of sound

SPEAKERS SHOWN ARE MODEL THREE IN SANTOS ROSEWOOD FINISH. KEF AND UNI-Q ARE REGISTERED TRADEMARKS
JNI Q IS PROTECTED UNDER GB PATENT 2 236929. WORLDWIDE PATENTS PENDING. KEF AUDIO (UK) LIMITED
SCCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6QP. TELEPHONE (01622) 677226}

KEF Reference
Series Authorised

Dealers

ABERDEEN

BISHOP STORTFORD

BLOXWICH

BOURNEMOUTH

BRISTOL

CARDIFF

CHANDLER'S FORD

CHELTENHAM

CONGLETON

COVENTRY

EDGBASTON

EDGWARE

GODSTONE

GUILDFORD

HEREFORD

KINGS LYNN

KNUTSFORD

LEEDS

LONDON NW6

LONDON Wt

LONDON Wt

LONDON W5

MAIDSTONE

NEW MALDEN

NEWCASTLE

NORWICH

NOTTINGHAM

OTLEY

OXFORD

PETERBOROUGH

PORTSMOUTH

SALISBURY

SHEFFIELD

SHREWSBURY

SOLIHULL

SOUTH CROYDON

ST LEONARDS

WORCESTER

WORTHING

Holburn Hi-Fi
Audio File
Seund Academy
Suttons Hi-Fi

Radford Hi-Fi
(head office)

Audio Excellence
(head office

Hampshire Audio
Sevenoaks Hi Fi
Congleton Hi-Fi
Frank Harvey Hi-Fi

Music Matters

Musical Images
(head office,

Surrey Hi-Fi

P J Hi-Fi

English Audio
Martins Hi-Fi
Wilms.ow Audio
Audio Projects
Studio 99

HiFi Experience
K J Leisuresound
Audio Concept
Speakers Corner
Uni'et Audio

J G Windows
Martins Hi-Fi
Nottingham Hi-Fi
Aston Audio

Augio T
(head ofc

The HiFi Company
Jeftries Hi-Fi
Salisbury Hi-Fi
Sound With Style
Creative Audio
Music Matters
Zebra

Adains & Jarrett
Sevenoaks Hi-F

Phase 3 Hi-Fi

01224 585713

01279 506576

01922 473499

01202 555512

0172 428247

01222 228565

01703 252827

01242 241171

01260 297544

01203 525200

0121 4292&11

0181 958 8777

01883 744755

01483 504&01

01432 355081

01553 761683

01565 350605

01132 &04565

0171 624 8855

0171 580 3535

0171 486 8262

0181 567 8703

01622 677773

0181 942 9567

0191 2321356

01603 627070

01159 786913

01943 467649

01865 742044

01733 341755

01705 663604

01722 322169

01142 737893

01743 241924

0121 742 0254

0181 688 24

01424 437165

D1905 612924

D1903 245677

[F YOUR TOWN ISN'T LISTED PLEASE CONTACT:
KEF AUDIO {UK) LIMITED, ECCLESTON ROAD
TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME 15 6QP.
TELEPHONE {01622) 672261
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A MYRYAD DELIGHTS
First in a range of new products from Myryad is the
MI 120 remote control stereo integrated amplifier.
With 60watts on tap it suits a wide range of
loudspeakers. The Ml 120’s custom machined
aluminium fascia (6.3mm thick) houses illuminated
touch sensitive switches for input selection, an
illuminated standby switch, a headphone jack and
infra-red remote receiver. The recommended
retail price is £529.95.

Myryad Systems Ltd
2 Pipers Wood,
Waterbury Drive,
Waterlooville,
Hants. PO7 7XU

T 01705 265508

VERITY GROUP BUY QUAD
It came as a surprise to learn that Verity Group, owners of
Mission, have bought Quad for £3.7m.

Quad had embarked on an ambitious programme to
develop and market a stylish system built around the 77
amplifier and their unique Quadlink remote control system.
An impressive new production line had been installed in the
factory to cope with expected volume, whilst maintaining
Quad's legendary quality.

It appears the plan ran into problems. The 77 amplifier and
associated Quadlink remote control was designed to run
primarily with other 77 sources, notably the 77 CD player and
77 tuner. They were not ready alongside the amplifier,
however, limiting its appeal. Doubtless, the long hot summer,
which depressed sales generally, had its effect too.

Mission are but a stone’s throw away from Quad, in
Huntingdon. Their superbly equipped R&D department will
doubtless add the sort of resources Quad needs to complete
the 77 range and upgrade existing products. The Verity Group
includes overseas interests and, doubtless, they'll be delighted
at acquiring the Quad brand name. Quad’s future seems
assured.

BIG PLAYERS TEAC LAUNCH NEW
CD PLAYER

Now we bring to your attention
TEAC's new one-bit CD player, the
CD-P3450. lts features include a |-bit
DAC, an 8-times oversampling digital
filter, music calendar, shuffle play,
program edit, tape record edit and an
auto space function as well as a Toslink
optical digital output. It will be available
from September, finished in black and
priced at £179.

TEAC UK Limited

5 Marlin House,

The Croxley Centre,

Watford, Hertfordshire. WDI 8YA
T 01923 819630

HI-FI WORLD DECEMBER 1995



’

£ T . . ST . |
ith'over b3 years experience in produe S for reconling, for rock concerts
for discos, for instruments ranging from the wickedest rock guitar to thunderous church organs;
only Wharfedale has the ahility to give your music the power, the realism, the drama that you really
deserve. VALDUS speakers are efficient so you get more sound out into the room for each watt of
power delivered by the amplifier VALDUS takes loudspeaker design into a new era;
a new age; a new dimension. Connect-up; Power-up; Volume-up;
and say goodhye to your neighbours.

\Whorfoctale (i
100
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BRITAIN'S MOST FAMOUS LOUDSPEAKERS

7N
200 {)
Wharfedale Intemational Limited, Sandleas Way, Leeds LS15 8AL England.
Telephone: 0113 260 1222 Fax: 0113 260 0267 £89.95 £109.95 £149.95 £199.95
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EASY ENTRY FOR RUARK

Ruark’s lcon has been designed to replace the much loved
Swordsman, Ruark's
entry level loudspeaker.
A compact 2-way
loudspeaker intended
for use close to a rear
wall, the Icon uses a
reflex loaded 5.5inch
bass driver and a 25mm
doped fabric/sitk
diaphragm.

The Icons come as a
handed pair which helps
improve imaging, and
the drivers overlap so
that their acoustic
centres are as close to
each other as possible.
The cabinet is
constructed from |5mm
particle board for the wrap and 18mm MDF for the baffle
boards; they are finished in real wood veneer. Recommended
UK price is £359.00.

Ruark Acoustics Ltd

59 Tailors Court,

Temple Farm Industrial Estate,
Southend-on-Sea, Essex. $S2 5STH
T 01702 601410

THE AGE OF DIGITAL

Harman recently revealed their new digital amplifier. Using a
PCM to PWM convertor, output power is 200W with total
harmonic distortion less than 0.1% below 20kHz. It boasts an
efficiency rate of more than 70% and weighs in at ékg. This
product is expected to reach the shops in January 1997 and is
still in the developmental stage. Estimated retail price is
expected to be between £2500 and £3000.

Harman Audio

Harman International Industries Ltd
Unit 2 Borehamwood Industrial Park,
Rowley Lane, Borehamwood,

Herts. WDé6 5PZ

0181 207 5050

CHORD SOUND THEIR SIREN

New from The Chord Co. is the Siren, an interconnect
constructed from silver plated oxygen free copper. The
conductors are held within an air foamed dielectric which has
very low capacitance. A lapped silver screen gives good
interference rejection. Terminated with Chord's own gold
plated phono plugs, price is £65.

The Chord Co.

30a Sarum Business Park,

Portway, Salisbury, Wiltshire. SP4 6EA
= 01722331674

HI-FI WORLD

QUAD’S BACK PROBLEM SOLVED

Academy Sound have designed a new back panel for the Quad
33 which uses high quality gold
plated phono sockets instead of
DIN plugs. Academy Sound wili
fit this panel along with new
tape and pick-up selector
boards and provide a free set of
high quality IXOS interconnects
for £185 including carriage.

Academy Sound

Bank House, St Agnes,
Cornwall. TR5 0QW
T 01872 553317

PRICE REVOLUTION

Revolver announce that the success of their production and
export sales has enabled them to reduce the prices of two of
their loudspeakers. The Purdey 2-way floorstander, formerly
priced at £249.99, now retails at £199.90. The Colt 2-way
stand-mounting speaker has dropped from £149.99 to
£139.99.

Not content to stand still, Revolver will shortly be
introducing two large floorstanders and a new stand-mounting
design. They promise to be bi-wirable and finished in
Rosewood.

Ram UK Ltd

16 William Trading Estate,
55 Waverly Road,

Sale, Cheshire. M33 7AY
T 0161 973 0505

ALCHEMY’S GOLDEN TOUCH

The new Digital Decoding Engine v3.0 is the latest weapon in
Audio Alchemy's armoury. At the heart of this design
lies the new Pacific Microsonics HDCD filter.
The v3.0 has an optional remote
control facility for input selection
and volume control.

With the optional Intel 87C51
microprocessor and remote
control, the v3.0 forms the control
centre of a digitally based system.
Even in its pure form, Audio Alchemy
claim this DAC is a revolutionary
addition to the sub £1000 market.
Inputs are three coaxial, optical and
Toslink. There is also a digital coaxial
output. Recommended retail price is
£699.95 with Power Station Four and £899.95 with Power
Station Three power supplies.

Path Premier,

Unit 2 Desborough Ind. Park,
Desborough Park Rd,

High Wycombe, Bucks. HP12 3BG
T 01494 441736

DECEMBER 199S n



Only a truly neutral loudspeaker
is truly timeless

The DALI 650 presents concluscve preof that a newtred al Donish.
Loudlspeater wll perform well, resprdless of wﬂ,«aﬁ L o

Awdeophile
musccal prefercaces. 4 »
¥ Nothingy at or dear the priee can mial it i the cracial cuctepenker
- ‘ awas of ouccuracy onl /lawfralcé of music reprocluction Inustries
That's w ,aséms%MMjo, .
the DALI 850 will San the test of time audio JL)
Le ever. guarantee t. For ///e C‘

Award winning products
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THE UNISON RESEARCH RANGE

Unison have recently introduced a phono stage to
complement their Simply 2 and 4 valve amplifiers. Using three
ECC83s, the Simply Phono takes it power from the main
amplifier; a separate power supply is available to order. Price is
£495.

Also new is the £1750 Mystery One; a pure Class A valve
pre-amplifier with five line inputs, the £4,500 Performance
One S.E. dual mono integrated using EL34s to produce
25watts and the £11,995 845 Absolute parallel single-ended
integrated using 845 triodes for 37watts output.

UK Distribution

23 Richings Way,
Iver, Bucks. SLO 9DA
B 01753 652669

ORIGIN OF THE SPEAKER
Origin Live have updated
their OL2 floorstanding
loudspeaker. The new
model uses a new bass
driver, and boasts a 3dB
increase in sensitivity to
90dB. The tweeter is a soft
dome. The cross over has
been re-engineered and the
cabinet made wider to
improve air-flow around
the back of the cone.

Origin Live

87 Chessel Crescent,
Bitterne,

Southampton. SOI19 4BT
T 01703 442183

MURDER INQUIRY
And now a request for your
help regarding a very
serious matter. On the 3rd
August 1995, the body of
the Ayodele Odamtten was | {
found in his flat at 14c¢ i Ai
Cologne Road, Battersea,

London, SW1 1. Mr Odamtten died through repeated blows to
the head and the following list of equipment was missing from
his home and has yet to be recovered:

I. Technics SL-PG200A (EBK) compact disc player
model with remote control. Serial number 023862 KM
B00464.

2. Technics SU-VX600 (EBK) amplifier. Serial number
OF2CA6143.
3. Denon TU-260L tuner. Serial number 00045 19837.

4. Two Arcam loudspeakers. Serial number
ALS000205.

HI-FI WORLD

5. Samsung V1 - 1560 video recorder Serial number

' 023862KM B00464.

The location of this property is thought to be a potential key
to solving the case. Any information that leads to a conviction
will be eligible for a £5000 community trust reward. If you
have any information regarding this enquiry please contact
Tooting Police Station on 0181 672 9922.
Alternatively, you can call Crimestoppers on

0800 555 I 11.

ACOUSTICA IN CHESTER
Chester has a new hi-fi dealer specialising in equipment from
Linn, Naim, Arcam, Audiolab and Ruark. You can find them at:

Acoustica

17 Hoole Rd,
Chester. CH2 3NH
T 01244 344227

MORDAUNT-SHORT CONTINUE IN UPGRADE
DIRECTION

Continuing to upgrade their range, Mordaunt-Short have
recently added the ‘i’ suffix to their MS30s and 40s. Visually
this means they get gold colour livery, including a gold
anodised aluminium dome tweeter. Sonically, the new tweeter
is said to improve detail and resolution, a new MCS cone
termination offers improved midband performance and a
better braced cabinet improves bass. An all round upgrade, it
would seem.

The suggested retail price of the MS40i is £450 and the
MS50i £550.

Mordaunt-Short

3 Ridgeway, Havant,
Hampshire. P09 1]S
=: 01705 407722
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Epos Acoustics, 3 Ridgway, Havant, Hampshire PO9 1JS. Tel: +44 (0) 1705 407722 Fax: +44 (0) 1705 400099
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Eric Braithwaite relishes the MCD 7009 CD player from Mcintosh.

hey like things big in the States.
I Especially when they're Macs.
No, you haven't opened Burger
Monthly by mistake. | mean Mcintosh
USA as in big amplifiers. And now as in
big-money CD players. The McIntosh
MCD 7009 costs £2,650. But don’t turn
the page feeliing faint. It's worth all of it.
In actual fact, the Mcintosh CD

Hi-FI WORLD

stands no higher than the average
transport and D/A converter together.
With its name and legend backlit-green
on an engraved black glass fascia, it still
Jooks big, like a fifties Caaillac. It's
heavy, it’s solid, it feels luxurious, and
bearing the Teac VRDS mechanism
under the hood, it’s the CD equivalent
of an upmarket Lexus.

Every now and then a product turns
up which leaves a hole in the heart
when it has to leave home. Not many
CD players fill that category, but the
Mclntosh is one: my Sugden transport
and DAC | wouldn't be parted from; a
Meridian 500/563 | was a bit sad about;
the Counterpoint transport from
California | would love to lighten my
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With a glimmer of a smile, the Commodore’s

mind slid beneath Debussy’s waves.

THE FINEST SYSTEMS BRING MUSIC TO LIFE. CALL 0500 888909 TO EXPERIENCE IT. LI NN HI-FI
music for life



doorstep again. | shall want to send the
Mac a postcard asking it back for its
holidays.

Why this enthusiasm? Nay,
euphoria? The Mac negates the whole
reason for buying separate DACs and
transports - that you can always
improve the sound as DACs develop.
This one is so good, it should last for
years. Even though at one stage | threw
an £1800 D/A converter and Jitter Box
at its digital output, it would be hard to
say it was that much of an improvement
on what the Mac had under its
perforated sleeve already. Different,
yes; more subtle, yes. But substantially,
£1800 better, no. Apart from one flaw -
it absolutely refused to read one CD
pressed by a company called Damont
which has slid in and out of other
drawers without a whimper - everything
was fine and dandy.

Very dandy indeed. What
distinguishes the really good digital
source (DAC or transport, or in this
case both) is its ability to portray real
music dynamics. Music swelled out of
the Mac on a Ravel
recording, giving one
of the best
impressions of true
orchestral dynamics
to be had from
digital. There were
the brass
instruments, clear
and crisp, even the
occasional oomphing
of the tuba quite
distinguishable from a
bass trombone.

Yet while strong tuttis had the
equivalent of a Doc Marten boot behind
them, delicate string textures and
melodies were both clear and,
rhythmically, balletic enough to be
wearing pumps. On a Haydn (early
instrument) symphony, the brass
section powered forcefully out of the
speakers while every single demi-semi
quaver quivered from the violins. This is
not just a matter of dynamics - the
brass and lead guitars were pushed just
a bit more forward than was entirely
real - but detail, too. The Mac was
accurate and truthful enough in every
department to allow one listener to

HI-FI WORLD

" components of a

% Two people,
visiting the upstairs
neighbour demanded

to know what was
making that glorious
sound. *

wince at a single
fluffed note on
the part of one
cellist.

imaging had a
‘cut-glass’ aspect
which | favour
anyway, laying
out the

group or
orchestra like the
individual facets
of a diamond.
Fischer Dieskau
singing Schubert
Lieder was simply |
entrancing. Piano

and voice utterly stable, with absolute
control of the dynamics of the
instrument and vocal nuances to boot.
Dieskau’s every intonation - essential to
appreciate ‘Erlkonig’ - could have been
used for a masterclass.

Along with all this came that digital
rarity, real walk-in depth, not just an
impression of distance. Tonally,
absolutely no
complaints either,
except for a very
slight tinge of
sourness in flute
tone and a trace
of just-too-much
warmth on an
oboe, which gave
the instrument a
little too much of
a reedy tone.
Some would call it
a beneficial enhancement, but so much
of the rest of the range was so accurate
that the Mac encourages you to expect
absolute perfection in tonal purity and
pitch-perfect perfection.

Subtle and delicate when it needed
to be, the Mac could put on the bovver
boots as well. You want power rock! A
bit of House? Well, lead and rhythm
guitars ripped out of the speakers, kick
drums kicked, and Housebeats
thundered across the floorboards. Yet
still subtle enough that if you want to
know exactly what Rickie Lee Jones’
Cabasse guitar sounded like, all you had
to do was slide the CD into the
Mcintosh’s drawer in preference to

|

almost anything else.

In fact, the Mcintosh came to be the
preferred digital source out of several
around over the reviewing period. Two
people, visiting the upstairs neighbour
demanded to know what was making
that glorious sound: apparently my
Mclintosh-inspired evening concert was
heard through the floorboards and
hushed the conversation. It almost
destroyed the dinner parsty they came
for: they had to come down to listen.
Never mind the price, even if you can
get DAC/transport combinations for a
few hundred dollars less. It sounds
worth even more than you have to pay.
It's not just inspiring; it's inspired @

Mcintosh MCD 7009 £2,635
MPI Electronics,

13 Weston Road,

Guildford,

Surrey GU2 6AU

T 01483 454993

WORLD VERDICT

Unmatched quality from CD at a high,
but fair price.

Measured Performance
see pli3-i21
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TRUE MUSICAL

quality hi fi products with style and value for

80008

The new 80005, stereo
amplifier, offers the same
flexibility and outstanding
sound quality as every
Audiolab product. At the turn
of a switch it will perform as
an integrated ampiifier
delivering 60 watts per
channel, or by connecting a
second power amplifier act as
the pre-amplifier in an
audiophile pre/power
combination.

As a high performance stand
alone pre-amplifier the 80005
delivers many of the features
found on the remarkable new
8000Q, such as Zg
technology and remote
control operation. However,
the 80005 also caters for the
addition of an Audio Visual
Decoder and an active sub-
bass system. This ensures that
the 80005 is an ideal amp for
the present and the future.

For more details on the
Audiolab range, including the
new 80005, 8000A, 8000P,
8000C, 8000T, 8000CDM,
8000DAC, 8000PPA and
8000Q, then contact your
local Sevenoaks Hi Fi branch

ALPHA 1 CD

o6

finance

AVAILABLE ON A WIDE
RANGE OF HI FI SEPARATES

Spread the cost of buying your qualty h fi separates
over 6, 9 or 12 months - Details on request

The much acclaimed Alpha 1
is Arcam's most affordable CD
player to date. A muiti-level
Delta Sigma digital to
analogue converter means the
Alpha 1 provides musical
reproduction of unparalleled
quality. As with the renowned
Alpha 5+ CD player, the
Alpha 1 offers slimline styling
and a minimalist layout,
ensuring ease of operation
and the traditionally
uncluttered look of top quality
British equipment.

The Alpha 1 is also an ideal
aesthetic and sonic match for
Arcam'’s award winning
Alpha 6+ amplifier. The two
models combine to provide
the convenience of a full
remote control system, as well
as outstanding sound quality.
At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will
discover the Arcam Alpha and
Delta series of products.

STUDIO 12

The breathtaking, new
Studio 12 loudspeaker's from
Monitor Audio, offer a no
compromise approach to
design and construction. This
is obvious the moment you
see them. Whether they are
finished in a standard satin
veneer or a luscious grand
piano lacquer, the Studio 12's
are stunning. All of the

models within the new Studio
series offer a combination of a
gold anodized tweeter and an
aluminium alloy bass/mid
range driver. When partnered
with suitable amplification the
Studio 12's offer remarkable
transparency and the
necessary focus to reproduce
complex passage's of music
with glorious accuracy.

To experience the Monitor
Audio Studio series of
loudspeaker's, including the
Studio 205E, visit our
branches in Sevenoaks,
Aberdeen, Chelsea, Croydon,
Guildford, watford and
Witham (Essex)

PRE & PWR

With the introduction of their
long awaited PRE and PWR [
amplifiers, Cyrus are able to
offer a sophisticated ancillary
combination. From the
exterior the Cyrus PRE looks
like the Cyrus Ill integrated
amplifier, complete with the
familiar shoe-box casing,
microprocessor source
selection and volume control
The Cyrus PWR offers
outstanding performance,
driving most loudspeaker's
with ease. It can also be
connected to the PSX-R
power supply, improving
performance as it becomes
isolated from the mains,
reducing the chances of
extraneous noise and low level
signals. This ensures that all
music is delivered with a close
attention to detail.

For more information on the
Cyrus PRE & PWR, P5X-R,
DAD7, FM7 and Cyrus Il
then contact your local |
Sevenoaks Hi Fi-Cyrus stockist

mevridian

551

All Meridian components,
from the simplest to the most
complex, are designed to be
operated by the touch of a
single button on the MSR
remote control.

The 551 integrated amplifier is
no exception. It provides the
same, very high levels of
musical reproduction as every
other model within the superb
Meridian range. Utilising a
dual-mono configuration,
similar to that used in the 555
power amplifier, the 551 will
deliver enough current to
drive most loudspeaker's with
the necessary control
Combine this with the nigh
quality pre-amplifier section
that includes many of the
technical features of the 5Q1
pre-amplifier and you have a
superb performer suitable for
many applications. However,
the real benefits of the 551
only materialise when it is
used with other Meridian
products like the 506 and 508
CD players, the 504 d.gital
tuner and the A500
loudspeakers. Thus, creating |
an advanced and flexible
digital remote control system

77 CD

authorised dealers for quality brands of hi fi separates

Sevenoaks Hi Fi have been at the forefront of Hi Fi retail in the UK for over 23 years.

We sell quality products to discerning customers and we firmly believe in a meaningful
demonstration and helpful unbiased advice.

All the products we sell are brand new, fully guaranteed and maintained by our own service
department. We also offer Peace of Mind with our own 'No Quibble’ extended warranty.

We are able to insta|lkthe_q:q;iuas you purchase, ensuring their optimum performance.



EXPRESSION

hi fi connoisseurs and music lovers

The new 77 CD player is
available in two guises. The
first is a conventional, mains
powered CD player, which
offers all of the hallmarks of
performance and style you
expect from Quad products.
The second is a bus powered
CD player, which must be
connected to the revolutionary
77 integrated amplifier and
operated by the new intelligent
remote control. The
introduction of this second
model enables Quad's 77
system to offer almost limitless
expansion capabilities, and
with a 77 digital tuner to
follow, this exciting family of
components will soon be
complete. Thus, ensuring Quad
continue to combined
innovation and tradition

marantz

CD63SE

Marantz are one of the few
dedicated manufacturers that
enjoy making recorded sound
as realistic as is possible. This
development of pure hi-fidelity
has led the Hi Fi press to
bestow numerous Best Buys
and Recommendations upon
models within their range. This
includes the 1995 What Hi Fi
Award of CD player Best Buy.

The CD63SE offers the kind of
sparkling performance you
associate with more expensive
CD players. With its high mass
drawer mechanism and copper
screening ensuring unrestricted
CD Transportation and air
flow, music is always
reproduced faithfully. The
CD63SE also offers a logical
upgrade path, via its coaxial
and digital outputs.

With this pedigree, the superb
CD63SE represents exceptional
value for money

ring any one of our branches for a competitive quote

castle

SEVERN

The Severn are Castle
Acoustic's all new two-way
reflex loaded floor-standing
loudspeaker. As with all of
their models the Severn’s are
engineerad to look good and
sound great. The hand crafied
enclosure inco-porates newly
developed drive units. A
long-throw bass/mid range
driver and a soft dome ferro
fluid tweeter, with off-set
configuration, ensures
outstanding stereo tmagery
making 1t adept at handling all
types of music, like the bigger
Howard II.

Although the Severn has a slim
profile and a small footprint',
it generates a surprising level
of controlled bass. Finally a
spiked plinth in a matching
veneer from Castle's selection
of finishes provides stability.

e 20 "o i
VRDST1/DT1

Simply ask your local branch for details.
If you thought this level of service might be expensive - then you would be wrong. We always try
to ensure that our prices are competitive.
However, in the unlikely event a competitor within 30 miles advertises an identical product as
available from stock at a lower price, even in a sale, we will match that price!

Added value offers not available on price match sales.

|

|

|

At the heart of the VRDST1
CD Transport, is Teac's world
famous Vibration Free Rigid
Disc Clamping system. The
V.R.D.S mechanism provides
precise transportation of the
CD, ensuring accurate tracking
and retrieval of the digital
information stored.

When connected to the DT1
DAC, via digital or optical
outputs the two combine to
deliver stunning mid range
transparency and bass depth

The DT1's Bitstream
conversion in Dual operation
and the VRDST1 represent
state of the art performance
and unparalleled build quality.
For more details on the
outstanding Teac VRDS series,
contact your local Sevenoaks
Hi Fi branch.

RA970BX

Designed and developed in the
UK, like all of their models. The
RA970BX integrated amplifier
is instantly recognizable as a
Rotel product. With the same
characteristically solid build, as
every model within their range,
it delivers the type of
performance you expect from
this discerning manufacturer.

Four line inputs, a tone defeat
switch and a split volume knob
provides finite adjustment.
When partnered with a
suitable pair of loudspeaker's
the RA970BX is able to get
most feet tapping. Its 60 Watts
RMS per channel means that
bass lines are punchy and
treble is crisp.

For further details on the Rotel
range, including the superb
RCD970BX CD player and
RC&RB970BXIi pre
and power amplifiers,
visit your local
Sevenoaks Hi Fi.

SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
109-113 London Road

ABERDEEN
01224 587070
491 Urion Street

BARROW-IN-FURNESS
01229 838757
46 Cavendish Street

BRIGHTONI
01273733338
SS Preston Street

BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
47 Churchgate Street

CANTERBURY
01227 462787
20a Lower Bricge St

CHATHAM
01634 846859
4 Railway Streat

CHELSEA
0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road. SW10

CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
24 Pittville Street

CROYDON
0181 665 1203
373 London Road

ENFIELD
0181342 1973
7 Genotin Rozd

ESSEX 01376 5G1733
1 The Grove Centre
Witham

GUILDFORD
01483 36666
73b Nortn Street

LEICESTER
0116 255 7518
94 Granby Street

Charles Street

o [
Granby Street
OXFORD
0ON86S 241773
41 St Clements

TUNBRIDGE WELLS
01892 531543
28-30 St lohns Rd

VJATFORD-Open Sunday
01923 213533
478 St Albans Road

WOOLWICH
0181 855% 8016
162 Powis Street

\WORCESTER
01905 612929
2 Reindeer Court

MAIL ORDER 01732 458985
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he world of miniature
loudspeakers seems to have
gone crazy again just recently. In

the past Goodmans’ Maxim,
Wharfedale's Diamond, Celestion’s |
and Mission’s 760 have battled it out.
Now they've been joined by another
well known name - KEF.

This has shaken things up. KEF are
no new kid on the block. They have as
much knowledge and experience at
their disposal as anyone. The new Coda
Series has already made waves.

Mission's 731 was one of the first of
the new wave of miniatures, a high tech.
design for the mass market. It was a
little bright and had good bass punch,
both things that made its sound
impressive - and its sales figures equally
so. Just as the 731 was becoming firmly
seated as the one to beat, KEF’s Coda 7
launched itself onto the market to steal
the limelight; in our back-to-back test
we reckoned that it just pipped the
Missions. Mission, drawing a second
pistol at lightning speed, were hot on
KEF's heels though with the 73ILE, a
substantially re-worked 731 that took
performance a large step further, for a
mere £20 extra. Here, we reveal the
second weapon in KEF's armoury, the
£199 Coda 8.

KEF's Coda 8s are essentially a
bigger Coda 7, and that’s just about
how they sound. With'a bigger, deeper
bass and improved power handling they
present music with a greater sense of
scale and body. Blur's ‘Country House’'
from their latest album The Great
Escape, had a full and rounded punch in
the bass which drove this track
onwards. Bass still wasn't the deepest,
but within its limits it was taut and firm,
giving good pace and attack. And the 8s
can do this at higher levels too, less
prone to compression than their
smaller brethren.

Through the midrange and treble |
found them less coherent and focused
than the 7s. Although they definitely
have a larger sound stage, Damon
Albarn’s vocal on ‘Best Days’ was
dispersed across a wider plane, rather
than tightly defined between the
‘speakers. Where the 8s certainly add
an extra degree of scale, they are less
adept than the 7s at conveying the

HI-FI WORLD

structure of a piece of
music.

With less focused
material, such as the
Stones-influenced
Supergrass, where a lot of
the studio ambience has
been (over)captured to
give a wide acoustic, the
Coda 8s were better
suited. Their almost
phasey quality suited
‘Time' especially well,
with fine texture to the
fuzzy electric guitar and
harmonica, and an echoey
spaciousness to vocal
harmonies.

But with more closely
miked and rawly depicted
pieces such as P. J.
Harvey's ‘C’'mon Billy’,
some of the emotion and urgency was
lost by the smearing of her image across
the stage. Also, more noticeable on this
piece was the slight cuppiness the Coda
8s have through the midrange, which
coloured vocals. Although spread wide,
P.).'s voice was restricted in projection
and weight. Instead of the full display of
power, urgency and emotion in her
voice on ‘Send His Love to Me’, her
vocals were more distant and
submerged amongst the rapid
strumming of acoustic guitar and
intricate percussion than | recall they
should have been.

One area where the Coda 7s were
especially talented, and where the 8s
continue to be strong, is in their sweet,
open and detailed treble. KEF have
chosen a quality fabric dome tweeter
for this job and it has certainly paid off,
giving a level of quality that few boxes in
this price range manage. It is tonally
very neutral, free from the sharpness or
ringing of cheaper metal domes and
with a better range of texture than the
sometimes monotonic plastic and
polymer tweeters.

This gives a crisp edge to cymbals
and fine upper harmonics and decay to
strings, demonstrated admirably by The
Verve's ‘On Your Own’, with its simple
acoustic structure. With twelve string
acoustic guitar, maracas and cymbals
there is a lot of treble detail to resolve,

which the Coda 8s did in an informative
and musical fashion.

The Coda 8s are an interesting
loudspeaker. in many ways they do
exactly what they should, building on
the strengths of the 7s by adding an
extra dimension of scale and depth. But
in other ways they fall a little short, not
having quite the same focus and
precision that made the 7s so
captivating. Superficially, they appear to
be just a bigger Coda 7, but the 8s have
quite a different character @
KEF Coda 8 £199
KEF Audio Ltd.,

Tovil, Maidstone,
Kent. ME IS5 6QP
B 01622 672261

WORLD VERDICT
The new KEF Coda 8s have a big,

atmospheric sound, but are less focused
ard a little more coloured than the 7s.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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WORLD VERDICT
A well balanced system offering fine

sound and build quality.




WHO SAYS THE

BRITISH DON'T

PLAY BRILLIANTLY

IN EUROPE?

EUROPEAN LOUDSPEAKER OF THE YEAR

At BE&W we've just scored another major success.
Our CDM1 has now won European Specker of the
Year, which was judged by the Editors-in-Chief of
leading photo, video and audio magazines from
thirleen countries. High praise indeed. But with a
winning team of engineers coming up with a hat
trick of technological innovations: outside tweeter

mounting, kevlar drive unit and contoured edges

unexpected result. For more information call B&W
UK on 01903 750750. And see that the best

European players don't have to start at £8.5m

for reduced sound diffraction, it's not an entirely g : ]

LISTEN AND YOU'LL SEE




- hilips' DCC s still trying to getits  tape prices remain high, although little recordings off CD, and playback pre-
Pfoot in the door against stiff higher than cassette, now that the music  recorded DCC cassettes and
competition from the biz has raised prices, possibly to kill off conventional analogue cassette too
conventional cassette, Sony’s MiniDisc, cassette. ! (Dolby B & C). This is a value packed
DAT and, most of all it seems, We've assiduously reviewed DCC product.
consumer indifference. DAT has recorders since they were first The styling of the 730 is derived
become an accepted professional introduced and found that, in sound from the design objective of easy
industry standard format, but it’s quality, they deliver. The new £250 operation and practical functionality. All
expensive for consumer use and pre- DCC730 was no disappointment in this major functions have been put onto the
recorded software is scarce. Sony’s respect either. |t can make |8 bit remote control unit, with basic override

MiniDisc has met some success in Japan
and the U.S.A,, areas where DCC has so
far failed to make any serious inroads
and has been declared dead by the
majority of the Press.

On European home territory (Philips
are Dutch) DCC has struggled. Philips
decided recently to renew their
marketing efforts, mainly by slashing
recorder prices. They've belatedly
realised that Sony were knocking DCC
badly by offering cost-cut Dolby S
recorders like the £300 TC-Ké1 IS.

This competitive war has caused
hardware prices to tumble - good news
for potential buyers. However,

8-BIl
ARGAIN

e Taaae T

Philips have slashed the price of their new 18-bit DCC730
digital cassette recorder to just £250. Studio engineer Douglas

Floyd-Douglass listens in carefully.

‘ 7
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VR IDS-10sE

The sense of occasion - it all starts when your touch reaches the
Open button and the interior of the superb VRDS mechanism
presents itself. You will know to anticipate music in glorious
detail - detail your last player could never find for you. You will
also know why: Nothing is able to touch the VRDS mechanism for
stability and musicality, and nothing else can touch the DAC
which, in the VRDS-10 Special Edition, comes straight from the

acclaimed TEAC D-T1. it is your TEAC. Only you can touch it.

alert your senses.

TEAC 5 Marlin House The Croxley Centre Watford Herts WD1 8YA
Call Gill Walker on the BROCHURE HOTLINE 01923 819630 NOW



functions on the machine itself.
However, its behaviour at times
appeared to be bafflingly illogical and
painfully slow. The reason for apparently
peculiar behaviour lay in the dual-
function controls. For example, stabbing
at the Track Skip button gives just that -
track skip. But hold it for more than 0.5
seconds and the machine goes into full
rewind. This logic sequence changes
again when the machine is playing to give
fast search if the track skip button is
depressed for more than 0.5 seconds.
Without prior knowledge, gained from

a certain warmth and thickness to the
bottom end. However, it was pleasant in
dynamic contrast to the gifted
songstress’ voice. Miss Adams’ C7 Midi
piano sounded really natural, and not
overly electronic at all.

Vocals, although slightly ‘toppy’,
were well presented and forward in the
mix. There was good stereo separation
throughout, and a soundstage with an
apparent depth that eludes a lot of
similarly priced cassette decks. Bass
guitar in particular was convincing and
well controlled. The saxophone had

reading the tremendous
ndbock % great for.... impressing e
the 730 is your friends wlth your failed to satisfy an
missing . ear expecting the
functions like hl'fl ,S S tar Trek low harmonics
fast . . . 90 and brass timbre
wind/rewind communication Skllls‘ only a saxophone
and that it can provide.

behaves strangely in response to
commands. Philips could usefully make
the operating logic of this player more
transparent and user friendly; it needs
domesticating.

Loading cassettes takes longer than
usual, as the machine reads the tape’s
table-of-contents and the user friendly
(but dated) LED display scrolls what you
are about to hear, along with a string of
not very important information. Some of
the delays, such as winding through the
blank leader of a pre-recorded tape until
the time code started, seemed
excruciating, as did the clanking and
whirring as it shuffled about in track
search. However, fast reeling is now
relatively fast and there’s no doubt that
for those who thrive on such things, the
logic and track search facilities are
comprehensive.

For the librarians among you, the
DCC 730 has good titling and editing
facilities - great for ID and tape security
when sending your precious demo to
the record company (as long as they
have a DCC) or just impressing your
friends with your hi-fi's Star Trek
communication skills and backwards
compatibility.

Starting with pre-recorded DCCs,
Oleta Adams’ ‘My heart won't lie’, from
her Evolution album, sounded clean and
CD like in character, although there was

HI-FI WORLD

Recording digitally the DCC 730 is
more than capable of delivering arguably
the best recording quality around for
under £250 pounds. In terms of noise
(i.e. tape hiss, hum, etc.) the DCC
attains levels of near studio acceptability.
The dynamic range is good. | did feel
that recordings sounded a little ‘dry’ and
compressed, especially when compared
to the more musical Nakamichis and
top-end Dolby ‘S’ machines.

The |8-bit converter is noticeably
superior to the |6-bit machines | have
heard. This upgrade in specification is
heard mainly in the overall smoothness
and linearity of programme, and does
induce a smoother, more analogue
presentation. The whole recording
process itself is remarkably simple,
although ‘customising’ recordings, with
fade ins and outs, wasn’t entirely
successful because of the large
incremental steps of manual adjustment;
it steps in and out rather than fading
gracefully.

There was also a danger of over-
recording, despite the ‘over’ warning
indicator, which was slow to react and
not entirely responsive to transients or
subsonics. For fans of noiseless
recordings however, the DCC 730 is a
must, as it is for archivists. The only
foreseeable problem is commercial
software - but Philips have assured us

that pre-recorded DCCs will enjoy
wider distribution in the future.

Those with a collection of analogue
pre-recordeds won't be disappointed by
the DCC730 either. It had a tight grip
on tempo and reproduced music cleanly;
I've heard many people express surprise
at DCC’s analogue performance. | heard
some leanness in the sound, nicely
balanced out by fulsome recordings like
Tina Turner’s ‘Private Dancer’. Dull
recordings, like Diana Ross’ ‘Eaten
Alive’, can sound hopelessly muffled on
ordinary cassette decks, but came over
well on the DCC730. ‘Free Nelson
Mandela’ fairly span along, as it should -
a great sound from The Special AKA.
The DCC730 acquitted itself well in this
area.

DCC does not offer the sonic
integrity of DAT in my experience, but
then again it is not designed to. The
greatest strengths of this recorder are
what it actually demonstrates with
regard to the DCC format. Here we
have a digital recording system, with
available pre-recorded material and the
ability to compile personal selections
digitally direct from CD. DCC also
belongs in-car, where CD tracking can
be a problem, especially when
negotiating the congested M25 or right
handers at Brands. I'd say DCC has a
future and the new DCC730 is a good
ambassador for the formac. It’s a bargain
- even if you do have to negotiate a
daunting handbook first. That's the
highest price to pay
though ®
Philips DCC 730 £250
Philips Consumer Electronics Ltd.,
City House,

420-430 London Road,
Croydon, Surrey CR9 3QR
T 0181 689 2166

WORLD VERDICT

Great quality all-around, but not user

friendly. A bargain all the same.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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David Price finds Linn’s Tukan loudspeakers

build on the strengths of their idiosyncratic

forebears, the Kans.

“The Earth can be any shape you want it”
Thomas Dolby, ‘The Flat Earth’

decade ago, many audiophiles
believed the only boxes to
have on the end of a system

had the word “Linn” written on the

back. Aided by enthusiastic dealers and
a certain now-defunct periodical called
The Flat Response, Linn argued that the
first priority of a ‘speaker should be the
way it played rhythms. The most
extreme embodiment of this approach
was the Kan, a tiny box sandwiching the

treble and mid drivers from Linn’s
flagship Isobarik behemoths.

An unlikely idea, admittedly, but
when properly sited against a rear wall
on a decent pair of open frame stands,
the Kans were capable of a captivating
performance. They sounded extremely

HI-FI WORLD




fast and tight, with a capacity to
disappear into their own soundstage, an
ability Linn’s bigger speakers never
convincingly displayed.

But their downsides were many.
There was no deep bass to speak of, or
rather there was, but (as the saying
goes) not as we know it. Although
super-tight and tuneful, Kan bass was a
cerebral rather than a physical thing,
sounding underwhelming if you weren't
used to it.

Kans also shared with Naim’s
original NAIT amplifier a profoundly
fussy approach to matching ancillary
components - ironic as both items were

% The Tukans boast
many of the strengths
of the Kans of yore,
with few of their
idiosyncrasies. *

often used together with some success.
But in true eighties style, if you wanted
more than a squeak from them, Kans
demanded a large, muscular transistor
amplifier. And they also didn't like
inferior source components. Early CD
was excruciatingly painful through Kans,
meaning in those days it was an LP12, a
Xerxes, or nothing.

Nowadays, in a somewhat different
audio climate, the Linn Tukans boast
many of the strengths of the Kans of
yore, with few of their idiosyncrasies.
Almost identical in size, but with a more
modern appearance, gone is the
uncanny (excuse the pun) resemblance
to the antique BBC LS3/5as. Nowadays,
Linn’s baby standmounters come in a
multiplicity of finishes (of a very high
standard) with a removable ‘stocking’
grille rather in the vein of Mordaunt
Short’s now deceased MS3.10s. Looking
‘round the back of this two-way design,
in addition to the standard gold-plated
bi-wire terminals, horror of horrors, a
bass reflex port can be found (the Kans
had a sealed enclosure).

The Tukans then, are a more
modern, user-friendly Kan, less “flat

Hi-FI WORLD

earth” in conception, designed to work
in a wider range of systems. Do they
live up to their promise? | decided to
put them against my own pair of 1984
Kans. Starting with Thomas Dolby’s
‘Dissidents’, the Tukans delivered an
extremely expansive, full-bodied sound
with excellent speed and dynamics,
making your typical sub-£500
floorstander sound ponderous by
comparison. Compared to the distinctly
atypical Kans, bass was more weighty
and seemed to breathe better, with
synthesiser bass sequences sounding
more supple and tuneful. But not to be
outdone, the Kans replied with a lighter,
tighter sound, with better attack
transients to bass drums and a lithe
lower midrange. Where the Tukans
started and stopped with real speed and
precision, the original Kans were even
faster.

As if to compensate for this
marginal loss of grip, the Tukans
seemed less shut in, with an easier,
more open sound. Underworld’s ‘m.e.’
brought their respective differences into
sharp relief. Where the Kans had a
smaller soundstage inside which
instruments were tightly located, the
Tukans sounded bigger and more airy.
Where the Kans had low-level detail -
the arpeggiated keyboard at the back of
the mix being easily discernible - the
Tukans had a more fluid, musical
attitude. Vocals were tangible, and bass
lines more bouncy. The Kans on the
other hand fought back with
outrageously tight rim shots which
thwacked the listener betwixt the eyes.
Their successors, like nearly all other
speakers I've heard, sounded soft in
comparison.

It was with jazz that the plot hit
home. Although the Kans delivered a
superb, finely etched cymbal on Lee
Morgan's ‘These are Soulful Days’, the
young newcomers proved ultimately
more satisfying. Double bass assumed a
physicality and presence that the
original Kans couldn’t muster, while the
soundstage as a whole was larger and
more believable. Even compared to
other similarly priced high quality
designs such as Chario’s Hiper One, the
Tukans gave superior dynamics,
steadfastly refusing to sound

constrained or prone to break-up, even
when volume levels went right up.

The downside of the Tukans?
Although in no sense coarse, both
drivers lack the last degree of finesse of
the original design, needing some
running in to get them to smooth out.
In the upper regions, Tukan treble
seems more extended, but gone is the
last degree of the Kans’ space and
clarity, making for a slight softening and
lack of detail on hi-hats and
tambourines. In the lower registers,
although the port is well executed, it's
possible to identify a ‘sweet spot’ in the
upper bass that makes the Tukans
sound bigger than they really are.

Finally, like the ‘speakers they
replace, they're fairly critical of source
components, so you won't be able to
get away with any old front end - I'd say
a Marantz CD-63SE would be the
minimum. Fortunately, they seem both
more sensitive and an easier load, so
quality amplifiers of modest power
should work well.

The key to the Tukans is
consistency. They work seriously well
on all types of music, in a far greater
range of systems than their
predecessors. Bringing strong rhythm,
dynamics and imaging together
successfully, the Tukans are an
ultimately more enjoyable and
eminently more usable loudspeaker
than their “flat earth” antecedents.
Thomas Dolby was right all along ®
Linn Tukan £389
Linn Products Ltd.,

Floors Road,
Waterfoot,
Eaglesham.
Glasgow G76 OEP
T 01413077777

WORLD VERDICT

Highly musical standmounters that

give equivalently priced floorstanders

a great deal to worry about.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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The rich tones of a John Shearne Phase 2 amplifier
get a boost when joined by the new Phase 3

bi-amping power amplifier, finds Eric Braithwaite.

S 0
-
u o
i
b i
b hov
—— ~ -

I -~
. % s o ; ‘
't'b’ : t is always :{fbt risky gade the - o
TE : = : “word shock_wt\ea-évﬁémg”abdht an
it <t v BT amplifier becaseTeaderssmight-
oo : conjure up a, pictlire of a singed >,
TN y reviewer and blue sparks. Allt‘ﬁ.\thbb 2

P .

" i hearne Phage 2 ted -
::ﬁ: - - o 3 : about the S| ?rne ag mt&gta e
> :}T > y — .. : - uEL

2w S ool

Rf: o 1 & : Id Radio History . e DECEMBER 1995
- - » i
! P\;- - W AW L d AN LA, T TSN e =




SIREN

sir'en n. 1. (Gk Myth.)
creatures half woman,
half bird,
living on rocky
isle to which
they lured
seafarers with
enchanting
singing.

2. sweet singer.
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and Phase 3 power amplifier is their LED
and the marble-effect fascia. Possibly,
also the faces of one or two other
manufacturers, because not knowing the
cost of these units until the listening
sessions were over, | had happily
imagined something getting on towards
double the actual price. That was the
shock.

PHASE 2 INTEGRATED

The sound of the Phase 2 integrated has
changed a bit since it was last reviewed
in Hi-Fi World. All to the good it must
be said though the original was very
good to start with. Their slightly rosy,
valvey warmth is still there, even though
this is a transistor amplifier, but
subjectively the latest
version sounds usefully
tighter-focused in imaging,
detail and speed.

Curiously, a slightly
recessed presence region
was evident from the
Phase 2 on its own, which
was not the case when |
later tried the Phase 3
power amplifier with it in
bi-amp mode. Curious, because the
power amplifier sections of the two are
the same. This tended to take some
vocals back a pace or two in the mix to
meld them with backing vocals. This was
almost altogether smoothed out when
the Phase 3 was used for bi-amping. It
didn’t affect Gary Moore’s After Hours,
leaving him satisfactorily forward on the
stage, with the group more clearly
around and behind him.

PHASE 3 POWER AMPLIFIER

The word ‘neutral’ these days is too
often used as a synonym for ‘boring’.
The Shearne Phase 3 power amp is
decidedly not so, but ‘neutral’ it is.
Pressed into service via a passive pot for
some hurried listening to a number of
CD players, it became clear within
minutes that the character of anything
put through the cables into it was going
to come out absolutely unaffected
except by a tinge of richness at the
bottom end.

Wired up to my usual Argo HR pre-
amp - but to Harbeth HL Compact 7
dynamic speakers instead of ESL-63s, for
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% What comes acro
pair are together is a
combination of sheer detail and
precision, combined very happily
with a very subtle warmth*

reasons which will be apparent later - it
was difficult to believe the Decca
Ashkenazy recording of Tchaikovsky’s
Sixth wasn’t issuing out of big B&W
monitors in one of Decca’s Kilburn
mastering suites. It was dynamic, big,
brassy and thoroughly exciting. This is a
fine power amp.

To further investigate its qualities |

~ decided to use the Phase 2 integrated as

a pre-amp instead of the Argo. A spot of
Ravel, also on Decca, suggested the
depth was almost as good as it had been
with the Argo, but slightly less airy and
spacious, while the serious razzmatazz of
horns and trumpets was a touch richer
and fuller. There was a mild question
mark over the purity of the treble: in the

vhen th

Allegro of the Pathetique, cymbal clashes
soared over the full band, but the Argo
HR had the better extension. Anyway,
this showed how little the preamp stage
of the Phase 2 added to things.

BI-AMPING

In bi-amping mode, a second pair of
speaker cables allows the Phase 2
integrated to feed the tweeters while
the Phase 3 powers the main driver.
Hence the use of bi-wirable Harbeth
Compact 7 speakers.

Benefits there were a-plenty for a
first step onto the bi-amping ladder. The
Tchaikovsky broadened its stage width
across the speakers perceptibly. Along
with this improved breadth came an
equally improved depth perspective and
a much tighter clash of cymbals in the
brass - and - percussion laden third
movement than the pair had when used
simply as a pre/power amp. The overall
perspective was a little more laid-back,
but while the brass was a touch less
dynamically forward, there was much
more distinction between the
instruments.

No slouch at rock music, either, the
Shearne pairing turned out strict-tempo
timing. Bryan Adams’ live ‘C’'mon
Everybody’ was the very living picture of
a live performance, so much so if a
teenage girl had been listening she would
probably have rushed up to the speakers
and found herself kissing air instead of
the singer.

What comes across when the pair
are together is a combination of sheer
detail and precision, combined happily
with a very subtle warmth which adds a
fraction more body to what in some
cases might be a cooler and almost
disconcertingly ‘white’ sound of the
recording. That the Phase 2/3 combo
does this without colouring tonalities or
mucking about with anything else is
almost genius, especially for just over
£600 apiece.

CONCLUSION

The Phase 2 on its own rates among the
best half-dozen of the £500-ish
integrated amps around. It has a
distinctive, unusual and engaging
character.

With the Phase 3 power amplifier
and bi-wired, the two are an astonishing
sonic bargain in my experience. But with
the Phase 2 alone Shearne owners start
off a good few rungs higher up the
quality ladder than most. ®

£649
£619

Phase 2 integrated
Phase 3 power amplifier

Shearne Audio,

P. O. Box 22, Stevenage,
Herts. SG2 8HF

3 01438 740955

WORLD VERDICT

Building on the strengths of

the original, the Phase 2 integrated
has a smooth valvey sound with good
focus.

The Phase 3 power

amplifier is highly neutral and has a
smooth balance, a sonic bargain.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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The simplest and most cost

D ynam iCs PRODUCTS effective wa.y t.o upgrade

Designed by Engineers - Used by Professionals your existing system

A. DEFLEX ACOUSTIC PANEL

You need at least 2 Deflex panels for a pair of small bookshelf speakers, 4
paneis for a pair of Tannoy 6's, and at least 6 panels for larger cabinets. Deflex
panels are re-usable and transfarable.

Standard Panel 28¢m x 21cm £7.95 each

Small Panel (LS3/5A) 24 x 13cm £5.95 each
Sub-woofer Panel 34cm dia. £14.95 each

B. FOCULPODS

Foculpods are high pert rns designed to be
placed under Compact Disc Playars, Tummbles, Ampl:ﬂe:s, Laudspeakers and
All othar Audio, Video & Ct The spherical surface provide
even contact and uniform energy d:sfnburlan

Foculpods £14.95 pack of 4

C. TURNTABLE PLATTER ISOLATION MAT

This tumtable mat has been fully designed to incorp 3 layars of Deflax
matarial, ail of differing hardness. Top layer 25°A hardness (anti-static);
Sanadwich layer 0-19A hardness (shock absorbing); Base layer 15°A hardness

(support).

Turntable Mat 12" diameter £55.50 each

D. MAGNAPAD GOLD

Magnapads have been specificall igned to absorb

drrectod at the speaker chassis, coils & magnats and to prevent further sound
reflections of the flat surfaces.

Magnapad Gold 3 (75Smm dia.) £7.95 pair
Magnapad Gold § (125mm dia.) £12.95 pair
Magnapad Gold 7 (175mm dia.) £15.95 pair
Magnapad Gold 9 (225mm dia.) £19.95 pair

E. DEFLEX WRAP

Unwanted vibrations transmitted from the reflex ports will distort the music. To

pravent tms, the only remedy is to suppress the distorted sound. Wrap's dense
and lied shock g properties significantly remove

this unwanted colouration.

Wrap 28¢cm x 21cm x 15mm thick £14.95 sheet

F. DEFLEX SHEET

Sheet is for the enthusiast who wants to damp out resonances wherever they

are perceived to be influencing the natural sound of the system. Ribbed sheet
can be used for lining ports, efc.

Plain Sheet - 2mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £7.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 3mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £8.95 sheet
Piain Sheet - 4mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £9.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 8Bmm thick (28¢cm x 21cm) £11.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 8mm thick (28cm x 21cm) £13.95 sheet
Plain Sheet - 5Smm thick (47cm x 22cm) £27.00 sheet
Ribbed Sheet - 3mm thick (28¢cm x 21cm) £8.95 sheet
. Ribbed Sheet - 6mm thick (28¢cm x 21cm) £11.95 sheet

G. ISOLATION BLOCKS
Isolation blocks are offered in a range of shapes and sizes, designed to
all types of equip t of varying weights and sizes.

isolation Block - 43mm dia x 26mm thick £4.50 each

isoletion Block - 80mm dia x 20mm thick £8.50 each

Isolation Block - 120mm dia x 30mm thk (40mm hole) £7.50 each

Isolation Block - 76 (75mm square x 20mm) £5.50 each

Isolation Block - 115 (115mm square x 20mm) £8.50 each

Isolation Block - 150 (150mm square x 20mm) £16.50 each

H. DE-COUPLING GASKETS

De-coupling gaskats not only help isolate unwanted vibrations between

cabinets and drive units but b of the i ition provide a

perfect air-tight seal without the need to use a mastick sealam The range is

continually expanding. Phone for details.

Gasket - KEF B110B * £3.00 each

Gasket - SEAS 17cm £3.00 each

Gasket - MOREL MW 142 £3.00 each

Gasket - MOREL MW 160's £3.00 each

Gasket - SCAN-SPEAK D2008 £2.50 each

Washers 20mm & 25mm dia x 6mm thick £0.30 each

Toriodal trensf. supports 120mm dia x 5mm thick £3.50 each

I. CORNER BLOCKS

Corner blocks are designed to be fitted in 9! lar areas of ench to
t sound reflections - "cat's eye p .

Cornor Block- Theoretical edge 50mm £1.25 each

Corner Block- Theoretical edge 75Smm £2.50 each

J. TUNEABLE PORT SYSTEM
The port system ranges from 30mm to 100mm dia. and can be built up from

NOW AVAILABLE FROM
portsysem T Components om " 2075 sach e MOST GOOD HI-FI SHOPS

ULTRA SOFT SHOCK ABSORIING LAYER G Prices may vary from those shown)
* SPECIALIST SERVICES * S ST ok AT L (
Deflex material can be used to and other comp [ urowmmmpbaseLvER N PHONE FOR YOUR
atc. Telap for further i ion or fax your details.
Specialist Services Filling charge £12.00 per kilo N EAR EST STOC KlST
Sliprcssinaus oAV DEFLEX ACOUSTIC PANELS "What the experts have to say..."
For a FREE information pack and details of "...a marked improvement was obvious from the first "...the result was sharper imaging, wider dynamics
all products from SPECTRA DYNAMICS few bars of REM's Automatjc for the people album..." and a more natural sound..."
Hi-Fi News & Record Review - March1994 CHOICE VERDICT
Tel (01745) 571600 Fax (01745) 570194 i oen SEEEN
"...Deflex panels seemed to give greater tightness Hi-Fi Choice - January 1994
VISA + ACCESS + AMEX and control, improved intemal clarity, and pitch defi-  "...But one things for sure - the Deflex panels are
(Please a.dd £5.00 P&_P on orders less than £50) nition - all without deadening the sound in any way..." no gimmick. They work..."
Talargoch Trading Estate, Meliden Road, Dyserth, Ciwyd LL18 60D Audiophile - January 1994 Audio Video - November 1994
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ROCK-ER

Built from ResinRock, Mordaunt Short’s new 860

loudspeaker is heavy, says Noel Keywood.

ere's a big speaker backed by a
lot of engineering and flaunting
some interesting ideas. lts

ResinRock cabinet is impressively inert
to a rap of the knuckles and it uses a set
of polypropylene coned drive units
custom designed to provide “improved
integration with partnering drivers”.
The midrange unit sits on its own
isolated front baffle to avoid vibrational
interference from the cabinet. Twin
bass drivers offer good power handling
and harness floor reinforcement,
Mordaunt Short claim, to improve
depth. A metal dome tweeter handles
treble.

| wasn't surprised to be confronted
by a loudspeaker crisp, fast and precise,
as it pounded out Primal Scream’s
‘Rocks’. The opening drum strikes had
power enough, if not floorboard shaking

HI-FI WORLD

depth, and percussion was clean and
vigorous. This isn't a great recording,
but Bobby Gillespie's vocals came
across as well as can be expected. He
was in correct perspective to the rest
of the band, neither muffled nor too
forward.

A little upper midrange brightness
gave percussion a firm edge; the 860 has
some brightness in its sound and it's
forthright: there's clear image
resolution and forceful detailing. It
comes at you with Rock like this, |
found, after trawling through a range of
material.

For the size of the cabinet, bass
didn't go as low as expected, but it was
dry and tight. The rumbling bass line
and roar at the end of Angelique Kidjo's
Tatchédogbé sounded quite normal,
when it is in fact inflated by studio E.Q.

The corollary to this is that the 860s
deliver dry and controlled bass, which
gave good drive to the rhythm section. |
also detected a little megaphonic ‘shout’
from the midrange cone. It sounded like
return energy from within the cabinet,
which prevented performances enjoying
complete freedom from the speakers.
The sound stage stretched earth-bound
from left to right, in the plane of the
speakers.

The metal dome tweeter used in the
Performance 860s sounded forward in
the lower treble, adding brightness, but
curtailed in upward extension. Cymbals
were muted, lacking the sonorous ring
of brass.

In one of Steve Earle’s classic
Southern Blues numbers, ‘Mercenary
Song’, suffused with Mexican imagery
made real by his guttural drawl, the
Mordaunt Short tweeter lost the rich
metallic twang of strings, the air around
them and the copious delicacy and
complexity of their vibrant harmonics.
The tweeter wielded a
disproportionately large influence upon
the whole ‘speaker, adding a pervasive
metallic tonal colour.

Well engineered in most areas, the
Mordaunt Short 860 is fast, tight and
seemingly accurate. It's for Rock
aficionados who want punchy
percussion and clear bass lines, cleanly
etched vocals and cymbals that crash.
The tweeter was unimpressive though.
Partnered with tight, powerful solid-
state amplifiers, the 860s will likely
appeal to those who favour the speed
and timing element of Rock ®
MS Performance 860 £1450
Mordaunt Short Ltd.,

3 Ridgeway, Havant,
Hants. PO9 1)S
T 01705 407722

WORLD VERDICT

Fast, tight and informative. But poor

tweeter that casts a grey shadow. Lacks
sweetness, but arguably suits Rock.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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IN A SPIN

| am writing in response to
Morten Svendsen'’s letter in
the October edition. | too
was interested in acquiring a
record cleaning machine, but
was rather worried about
the cost. | actually enquired
about the possibility of
buying one from a local hi-fi
dealer. After discussion it
was suggested that | use a
Black and Decker drill to
clean my records - yes, |
laughed too. However, when
| got home | began to think
that this was not as stupid as
it sounded. | devised a
system to attach a record
firmly to the drill bit - rather
in the same way a sanding
disk is held firm. Actually, |
inverted the rubber grip in
the sanding device and placed
a plastic spacer between the
record and the metal spindle.

Having got as far as this |
then concentrated upon
cleaning the record, selecting
as a test piece something |
never listened to. | used a
mixture of half distilled water
and half isopropy! alcohol.
Using a felt brush | soaked
the record and wiped the
record quite firmly on both
sides. When it had soaked
enough | rinsed with a small
amount of distilled water and
allowed to drip dry. | then
attached the record to the
drill and span it at high
speed. Centrifugal force flings
out the moisture and dirt.
Using a hair dryer on low
heat | dried the label on both
sides.

This technique is
especially good for cleaning
records with mildew or
grease marks. There is very
little surface noise even with
records that are quite
marked. True, it can take
between 5-10 minutes per
record, but this is a small
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sacrifice surely and certainly
cheaper than buying a record
cleaning machine.

David Riggs

Norwich.

TERRIBLE TWEAKS
I'm all in favour of Dominic
Todd promoting ‘real hi-fi’
(Fair Views, Sept., 1995), but
his analysis did not shed light
on the real extent of the
problem.

MORE THAN MUSIC
I've become accustomed to
the cover slogan ‘For the
love of music’ which you
adopted earlier this year,
but | can’t help thinking it
typifies the worried
audiophile’s stock response
to accusations of, well,
audiophilia.

Self-taught specialist
expertise (which is usual in
the case of the hi-fi user)
and genuine enthusiasm for
any subject are likely to be
met with condescending
indifference by the world at
large. One can hardly
blame the weary audiophile
for acting upon the
realisation that the
enjoyment of music is near-
universal and is therefore
the safest aspect of a hi-fi
habit to wear in public -
“For all our apparent
interest in playback
equipment, we really only
care about the music,
honest!” Yet many (if not
most) hi-fi products seem
to be marketed without

A friend of mine owns a
system which is always
switched off when not in use
(he has a toddler running
riot). It lacks proper
supports, is coupled together
with awful *freebie’ leads and
the ‘speakers are not
optimally placed. Straight
from being switched on, it
sounds superb and it doesn’t
get any better. We've tried
‘better’ leads with it, but we
always decide the changes

reference to music at all.
The fact that there’s more
to audio than music is
inescapable!

In many respects, it's
the wide accessibility of
audio which lies at the root
of the problem. The image
of the hi-fi anorak is a
popular caricature, but
you'll never hear anyone
refer to a contemporary
art anorak, or a wine
anorak, or a nouvelle
cuisine anorak. One may
choose to have high end
aspirations or not, but the
audiophile attitude costs
nothing; all one needs is a
means of unchaining canned
music and the will to
maximise the efficiency of
the can opener (plus, of
course, a copy of Hi-Fi
World).

Hopefully most hi-fi
enthusiasts actually are, like
myself, interested mainly in
the music. However, an
interest in audio must
entail an interest in aspects
of engineering, technology,

aren't

worth it.

The system

consists of a Rotel

965BX CD player, a

Creek 4140 S2 amp and
Infinity Reference 10
speakers. For sheer
involvement, it easily out-
performs many high-end
systems I've heard, including
my own £3k plus outfit. it is
simply a well put together
system that doesn’t use

Letter o

industrial design and
manufacture, and even
social and cultural history,
all of which will contribute
to the making of informed
choices in the selection and
use of audio components.

Why is it so
unfashionable to admit to
this kind of awareness? Are
these subjects somehow
less worthy than music?
Why not celebrate the fact
that such an interest allows
the simultaneous
exploration of both musical
and technical subjects? This
has to be a more
sophisticated and
interesting stance than just
occupying your chosen
space in the record market
and feigning nonchalance
vis-a-vis the technical and
aesthetic aspects of audio
hardware.

Hi-fi enthusiasts ought
to stop apologising for
themselves. The subjects
attendant on audio are
legitimate areas of both
intellectual and practical

Send your letters to Hi-Fi World Letter Page,

HI-FI WORLD



tweaks and
tricks.

Dealers and
manufacturers need to
ask themselves why this is so,
and start doing something
about it. Tweaks, like mats,
cleaners, green pens, spikes
and exotic cables, are not
the answer. |, like many
other enthusiasts, have a box
full of such ‘nine day
wonders’ to prove it.

My mini-system owning

friends aren’t stupid, they
just can’t believe many of the
ridiculous claims
masquerading as responsible
journalism in magazines. The
best one yet has been ‘room
tuning’ devices - 16 small,
furry discs - which cost a
staggering £545. And Mr.
Todd wants hi-fi to be taken
more seriously?

A few good dealers |
know are fed up with the
emphasis given by the press

the Month

interest in their own right
and it’s in the interest of
both the industry and the
consumer that they are
perceived as such.

Tom Corbin.
Amersham,

Bucks.

Well, yes. But as you say,
the common perception is
of dottiness, epitomised
by freezing CDs in the
icebox to get better sound
quality. Audio attracts

loons and space cadets
and, to quite some
degree, they get a
disproportionately high
amount of publicity. It's
audio’s equivalent of the
Second World War

Bomber Found on the
Moon story. Doesn’t art
often get
(mis)represented as a pile
of bricks in the Tate?

We do like to see
audio as embracing
various worlds, in the
way you describe, yet at
the same time our slogan

was an attempt to
establish the root of
what we feel hi-fi should
be about. I've seen, and
still see, audio discussed
solely in terms of
trade/commercelprofit, or
technical
performancelfeatures/
quality. One American
magazine never bothers
to mention sound
quality, instead
publishing lines of
meaningless test figures.
Similarly, too many
engineers pursue
performance parameters -
especially distortion -
that have a tenuous
influence upon sound
quality. We really do
have to remember that
these approaches, which
exclude musical
enjoyment altogether,
can rightly turn people
off the subject.

And, the next letter
out of the bag says it all!
See (Music Is The
Answer). NK

64, Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX.
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to tweaking. It's just more
clutter for the dealer to
remove from the mind of a
budding hi-fi nut who's had
his head buried for too long
in the latest hi-fi mags. So
many people waltz into
dealers demanding hyped
items like the Marantz
CDé3SE, and no amount of
cajoling can persuade them
to even listen to something
else. | found the Marantz had
many ultimately misleading
strengths because it failed to
portray rhythm and timing
effectively for long-term
satisfaction.

The fact is. the dealers,
the press and the industry as
a whole are their own worst
enemy. If they want us to
appreciate good hi-fi, they
should curb their
collusiveness, their ‘short-
termism’ and stop publicising
useless tweaks and clap-trap
which rely so heavily on false
promises of sonic nirvana.
But then, not a damn thing
will change because a
‘cleaned up’ industry would

be a slimmer one - and who
wants that?

Richard Ward

Courthill Road,

London.

There’s no doubt that
people are confused by the
variety of choice available
in hi-fi, and perhaps too
much emphasis has been
placed on tweaks. But as
you say, it is possible to
buy a fine system whose
components work in
apparent symbiosis.

You are moving onto
different territory when
talking about dealers
blaming the press for
recommending products
like the Marantz CD63SE.
Dealers commmonly
complain about press
recommendations when
they happen not to stock
the product concerned.
Readers, for their part,

continued on page 37...

WIN HI-FI WORLD INTERCONNECT CABLES

OR PERFECT PITCH’S FRANCINSTIEN CD

ENHANCER
The writer of the most interesting or funniest letter will
receive a choice of either: a free set of Hi-Fi World’s silver
plated copper interconnect cables, worth £69.95, or a
Francinstien CD convertor enhancer worth £150.
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“SIMPLY THE BEST?”

- Hi-Fi World. October 1995

You be the judge...

Certainly, amplifiers that sound as good or are built as well as these are few and
far between. But exactly what is it that sets Unison Research apart from the rest?
To begin with, a fanatical attention to quality in both design and construction.

S IMPLY T‘xro That, plus a generous helping of Italian style and real craftsmanship.

BY UNISON RESEARCH
In terms of sound quality, “the best” for Unison Research means just one thing:
properly designed and impeccably made single ended valve amplifiers.

Sweet music to your ears, as the praise lavished by some of the World's top reviewers will
testify.

“A Classic” enthused Hi-Fi World. “Simply sensational” wrote Hi-Fi News.
And the finish? "It would do a Ferrari proud” drooled one reviewer.
“Drop-dead gorgeous” wrote another.

So why not let your own eyes and ears be the judge. For further information and
the name of your nearest stockist, contact:

U.K.DISTRIBUTION

23 RICHINGS WAY, IVER, BUCKS. SLO 9DA

TEL: 01753-652669 FAX: 01753-654531 SIMPLY FOUR

(3] concorpant N _
Now that digital reproduction

technology is so advanced, you
can throw away all of your records.

"LOB LOCKS", as they say
on the planet Anagramia

THE NEW FACE OF CONCORDANT

A range of three truly esoteric valve preampilifiers. MC 30

orfofon

EXHILARANT (Line Only) -  £949-00
EXCELSIOR & P.S.U - £1248-00 SUp[eme
EXQUISITE & P.S.U - £1948-00
For more information and your free brochure, telephone or
write to:
Sambell Engineering Ltd
Winston Avenue
Croft
Leicester LES 3GQ England 0'| 753 88 9 949
Tel: 01455 283251 Fax: 01455 283908
Int: 00 44 (0)1455 283251 Int: 00 44 (0)1455 283908
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.... continued from page 35

expect us to review
products with diligence
and care and to offer
independent advice. 1
believe we do this well.
There’s no collusion or
conspiracy to mislead, as
you suggest. People might
see things differently to
you, but that doesn’t make
their views claptrap. NK

MUSIC IS THE
ANSWER

CD players or LPs? Valve or
solid-state? Bass reflex or
Horn? Too many questions,
so few answers.

Each choice is subjective,
but from my point of view
sophistication kills the
emotion music is supposed
to bring. | use an Audion
300B SE driving a pair of
Lowther ‘Fidelio’ (bought
directly from the factory
with a first class service) and
nothing matters but the flow
of music filling my room with
pace and fluidity. The
technology is from the
twenties but the music it
delivers is timeless and |
believe as far as my
experience goes - will remain
so for ages to come.
Balestie Remi
Pezenas,

France.

SOUNDING OUT
VALVES
| am intrigued by the many
advertisements placed in Hi-
Fi World, especially in the
supplement issues by
companies selling valves.
Whilst | find very little
difference between these
companies price wise etc., | -
do find the difference in
valves and perceived valve
quality somewhat confusing.
My confusion was
brought about by a conflict
of opinion between my
dealer and an amplifier
,designer, whom | contacted
for advice some time ago. It
followed a query | had
concerning the valves on the

HI-FI WORLD

Phono Stage of my pre-
amplifier, a Beard 506.

There are six valves on
the phono stage, two ECCB8Is
and four ECCB82s. What |
wanted to know was, if |
changed the valves would it
improve the sound quality? |
was told that it would and
after looking through my
supplements | noticed a
myriad of ECC8! and 82s,
i.e. Brimar, Mullard, Golden
Dragon, Chelmer etc.

The manufacturer told
me that there was no
difference between them,
whilst the dealer told me to
go for the Golden Dragons
as they are better quality and
would liven up the sound of
my amp.

This leaves me as
confused as ever. Am | to
buy valves at £4.50 or pay
extra and buy Golden
Dragons at £6.95! | am sure |
am not the only one out
here that wants to know.
Should we content ourselves
with the norm or indulge in
the ways of the Dragon?

S. Petch
Hartlepool,
Cleveland.

There’s a big difference
between apparently
similar valves. We could
fill this magazine with our
experiences on the subject!
However, to keep to the

point, it isn’t easy to
generalise or be specific
about what you will find,
this is such a complex
subject made insoluble by
all the interactions. For
example, we've just tested
the Russian Edicron 6L6
against the Chinese
Golden Dragon 6L6 and
find that the less expensive
Edicron just meets its
spec. of 24watts anode
dissipation, whilst the
Golden Dragon can
manage 28watts before the
anode starts to glow (!).
The anode plates are of
differing thicknesses and
heat conduction
properties. This is just one
example of apparently
similar valves giving
different performances.
You’ll see talk of thoriated
tungsten filaments, which
are emmissive and retain
their emmission longer
than other materials, and
also of gettering - the
process of air removal
from a valve, plus much
more. There’s a lot to a
valve. I can assure you
they all differ and each
has its own sound.
Generally, of old
manufacture, valves from
Mullard and GEC were

highly regarded, as well as
the big American brands of
course, like Western

There is a big difference between different brands of valves. Generally,

we find the modern manufacture Russian valves most reliable.

Electric. 175}
Of todays valves, as a ‘q")
broad generalisation, =
Russian types are [P}
—

considered best, but it does
look like the Chinese are
catching up. We've had
few problems with either
6L6s or 300Bs from Golden
Dragon, and they’ve
performed well too. NK |

MIDIS AND
SEPARATES
There has been a lot of
concern expressed in Hi-Fi
World and the hi-fi press
recently that people are
buying so called ‘Midi’
systems instead of ‘Real hi-fi".
A number of correspondents
suggest that the reason for
the dominance of the Midi
system over the market at
the moment lies in consumer
ignorance of the benefits of
Real hi-fi. That indeed may
be so, but another (more
likely?) reason is the clutter a
separate system creates in
comparison to a Midi system.
I am a hi-fi enthusiast
having used quality separates
since the mid ‘seventies. |
bought my wife a JVC Midi
system for our kitchen/living
room last year. | installed the
Midi system, used good
quality ‘speaker cables (not
the supplied bell wire), an
external aerial for the tuner
and wall mounted the
‘speakers. | feel in a
position to give a
comparative analysis
| of the advantages and
disadvantages of
each, also maybe to
give manufacturers
some feedback that
they may find useful.
The JVC Midi
| systemisa ‘one box’
| unit with remote
| control. Itis hard to
| find fault with the
package. The sound
quality is adequate,
the machine plays
CDs, cassette tapes,
including ‘books on
tape’, copies from

continued on page 39 ....
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PERFECTION
IS A PASSION

“...PASSION took over the reference position...
substantially ahead of the best active line pre-amps.
PASSION’s switched, discrete attentuator is clearly
more accurate, more dynamic and transparent than

the pot alternative. When audio products are as good
as this, there is little more to say, save to endorse them
with a firm recommendation... Now better still in all
Vishay mode with a record score of 37”.

Review of PASSION - Martin Colloms
HiFi News April ‘93 and November ‘94

For further details, brochures and prices please contact:

Audio Synthesis P.O. Box 100, Ilkley, West Yorkshire. L§29 9XW.

P NAIM, ARCAM, DENSEN, DYNAVECTOR, EPOS, LINN, MICROMEGA,

Tel: +44 (0) 1943 600404 Fax: +44 (0) 1943 600383

ALCHEMIST

AXIOM

RRP: £299.95

AUDIO

ELEMENTAL

For full details of products and stockists, 'phone 0181-883 3008

Infidelity

indecently good hi-fi

NAKAMICHI, NEAT, REGA, ROTEL, ROYD, SHAHINIAN, XLO and more

.
\ T

9 High Street, Hampton Wick, Kingston upon Thames, Surrey KT1 4DA
Telephone: 0181-943 3530

Open Tuescay - Friday 10.30am - 7pm, Saturday 10am - épm. Closed Monday

@ MICmrmeEGa3

.,
HIGH END "o more |

SALE

Only few units left!
Some prices negotiable

AUDIO RESEARCH

DAC1 D/A converter - LS1, SP15
preamplifiers - D250 MKIIS, M300
Mkil, Classic150 power amplifiers

WELL TEMPERED
Record Player, Classic, Signature
export price from

£59
~__ &

GOLDMUND
Studietto turntable - TS
tonearm - Mimesis 8 power

amplifier - Apologue speakers

Also: Berning TF-10 preamplifier, Breuer tonearm, Cotter
ultra-/subsonic filter, Eureka 1 and 2 step-up devices,
MarkLevinson MLC-1 cartridge, Moerch tonearms

Call for catalogue!
Glotta AB, phone +46 8345251, fax +46 8346533




... continued from page 37

tape to tape etc. The tuner is
not bad either, which proves
the benefits of a good aerial.
In absolute terms the sound
can be described as boomy
‘one note’ bass with limited
extension, spitty treble, a
reasonable left/right stereo
image with very little depth.
Wall mounting the ‘speakers
would account for some of
the bass boominess and lack
of depth, but for the money
it is extremely good value
and hard to beat at around
IR£340.

Our separates hi-fi
system is the following mix of
components: Meridian 208
transport and 206 D.A.C,,
Naim Audio NAC72-Hi Cap-
NAP250-NAC AS
Linn SARA ‘speakers on
SARA stands (spiked), Akai
cassette deck, Mitsubishi
VCR. The system is set-up
on a Target 5 tier stand.

The sound as you would
expect is very full, deep bass,
which can go loud, has
tremendous depth and a
stereo image that remains
constant over a wide area.
Not quite the walk around
type of image, but more than
satisfactory. What's the
problem | hear you ask?

This system has evolved a
lot over the past 20+ years.
The styling of hi-fi has
changed a lot in that time.
From the bright brushed
aluminium facias of the
seventies, to the muted black
of the nineties. Our system
has bits from both times and
lots in between. No
manufacturer, apart from
Linn with their LP12, stays
with the same case for more
than a few years. Naim Audio
equipment is now fitted in
different styled cases from
those used ten years ago. |
have one new style and two
old style cases! So much for
the concept of an
upgradeable system. Am |
expected to replace a
NAP250 and a Hi Cap to the
new case model just because
Naim Audio decide to change
the look of their equipment?

HI-FI WORLD

The system is, from the
back, a nightmare. The cablés
are tucked behind as neatly
as possible, but with the
speaker leads a few metres
are coiled up (wasted) to

ensure that each channel has *

the same length of cable and
the same loading.

Each piece of equipment
also has it's own power
supply cable. On my system
that requires two four way
distribution boards. if |
upgraded further to a second
NAP250 and a NAXO, there
would be more interconnects
and mains cables and an
extra mains distribution
board. Yeecchh! All this
equipment just to play music.
At least the SARAs are
meant to work close to the
wall and they don’t intrude
too much into the room.

Recently | looked at a
pair of Castle Howards -
they don’t so much invade
the room as take it over. The
situation was even worse
earlier this year when | had a
Linn Sondek LPI2. The LPI2
stood on its own table and
had an ‘angle poise’ lamp
with a low wattage bulb to
keep the m/c cartridge at an
even temperature. Then
there was the anti-static gun,
etc.

| am reluctant to call the
system anything but
‘technical looking’, maybe
even ‘macho’, but certainly
not ‘discreet’. | suggest part
of the problem is in the
number of boxes and all the
interconnects, an obstacle
that the Midi system
overcomes.

Thomas Fox
Kinnegad,
Co. Westmeath.

MUSICAL NOTEBOOK
| bought a CD-ROM drive
(Multiport CD-Jet) as an
upgrade for my notebook
computer and was surprised
to see audio line out jacks at
the back. So | connected it
directly to the volume
control to see what would
happen. Ah, it works! I'm a
hard-core turntable guy, but

now my interest is growing
(and | bought my first CDs!).
Early impressions of the
sound are: weaknesses at top
and lower ends, loss of edge,
rhythmically not so involving,
but stable. Handling is very
comfortable when done from
CD player software by the
computer.

Now the question: could
this be Real hi-fi? Multimedia
PC or personal computer
with power amplifier as hi-fi?
| have never read anything
about such combinations in
the well established hi-fi
press. Maybe it’s time for
great competition between
drives and a comparison with
CD players, and how about
tweaking and upgrading my
drive? Even if the result
(reproduced music) is not of
the highest order, the topic
seems interesting.
Hartwing Christian
Dorner
Leithagebirge.

We haven’t assessed CD-
ROM as a serious hi-fi
product and you must
accept that high quality
audio reproduction is not
its main role. There are
lots of inexpensive all-in-
one Digital-to-Analogue
convertor chips around
that manufacturers can
bundle into such drives to
give an audio output.
Most, like the relatively
new Crystal C54330 all-in-
one DAC on a chip, give a
good standard of quality,
but they are not top-of-
the-range devices. I'd
expect a ROM like yours
to probably rival a budget
CD player costing £150 or
so.

The Consumer
Electronics industry,
however, sees CD ROM
and your set up as their
future. In this scenario, the
computer, television, hi-fi
and heaven knows what
else are all integrated into
one glorious Multimedia
package which will
control and provide for all
aspects of your life.
Exciting isn’t it? NK

SURROUNDED
Could you help me? Some
two or three years ago
‘Tomorrow's World’
demonstrated 3D sound. |
have looked around for some
material recorded in this way
and not found anything.
Speaking to my hi-fi
dealer, Paul Green of Bath,
he suggested Roger Waters
‘Q’ Sound “Amused to
death”, but again | have been
unable to locate this.
Can you advise?!
S.M. Beckford.

We assume that you are
thinking of the Sensaura
releases from Thorn EMI.
There aren’t very many of
them at the moment but
here is an up to date list:
1994 Releases

Charllie Floyd, Charlie’s
Nite Life

Liberty C2-80475.

Milla Jovovich, The Divine
Comedy’

SBK 7243-8-27984-2-2
Frank Sinatra, Duets
Capitol 7243-8-28067-2-1
Vasari / Jeremy
Backhouse, Requiem
(Howells) Mass (Martin)
United 88033 CD

1995 Releases

Stephen Kovacevich,
Schubert Son.D960

EMI Classics 7243 5 55359
24

Cikada Quartet, Black
Angels

(Crumb, Webern &
Lutoslawski)

Cala CACD 77001
Stephen Kovacevich,
Beethoven Son. Op.31
EMI Xlassics 7243 5 55226
27

Daniella Ganeva, Dream
of the Cherry Blossoms
Cala CACD 77002

We hope this is what you
are looking for. It is a
rather limited list, but
EMI tell that some more of
these CDs are due for
release shortly.
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RINGMAT

FOR RECORD LOVERS
First record support to be property designed

“All theory aside, the RINGMAT really works.

Robert Deutsch (Stereophite, Vol. 17 No. 5, May 1994)

“Better than ever is what | have to report about the Mkil.... Buy a RINGMAT
and turn your AR into a killer ‘table. It almost seems too good to be true.”
Sam Tellig (Stereophile, Vol. 18 No. 1, January 1995)

“Essentially, RINGMAT helps give LPs the kind of firmness and stability
normally only available from master tapes... Given the excellence of the
original RINGMAT, | was a bit sceptical about whether or not the Mkll would
provide a worthwhile improvement — it did!”

Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, February 1995)

“This product really does have to be heard to be believed. On most
turntables the bass seems to instantly reach down an octave lower, with
noticeably better control and extension too... What's more, none of these
improvements are ones you'd have to listen hard for and, as yet, |'ve found
no adverse effects.”

Dominic Todd (Hi-Fi World, January 1995)
RINGMAT continues to provide music lovers
around the world with significant improve-
ments in LP sound quality. Have you

tried RINGMAT yet? But be warned;

if you let your best friend borrow it,

you will finish up buying another!

PRICES For al turntables with tonearm height
adjustment and for those without height adjust-
ment but using a moderately thick mat:
RINGMAT 330 Mkl £40.00
For other turntables without tonearm height adjustment:
RINGMAT 200 (raising the record by about 1.8mm) £27.50
RINGMAT 250 (raising the record by about 2.4mm) £30.00
RINGMATS can be obtained through good hi-fi retailers,

There is an exchange and upgrade scheme for original RINGMATS. For
more information on the above or on the product generally, or for mail order
(including VISA/Mastercard), Contact:

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS

PO BOX 200 BRENTWOOD ESSEX CM15 8QG UK
Tel: 01277 200 210 Fax: 01277 201 225
(Mail order p&p: additional £2.50 UK; £5.50 outside UK)

Recital’

.é_,ozz el Y

The Lumley monitor LM2 is
a Loudspeaker of rare
quality. combining tangible
imaging, real world
dynamics and accurate tonal
balance

Thesc speakers work superbly with a wide range of equipment.
inciading Adyton. Alchemist. Audio Alchemy, Audiomeca. AVL
Boulder. CAT. CEC. Densen. Klyne. Lumley Reference.
Michell. Micromega. Orelle. Ortofon. Pros Audio and Trilogy.

Excellent aliernative speakers on demonstration include.
Acupella, ATC. Audiophysic. B&W. Celestion. Chario. Harbeth.
Heybrook. Ruark and System Audio.

CALL US ON: 0171-731 0340
10 TIL 6, MONDAY TO SATURDAY

289 NEW KINGS ROAD
FULHAM LONDON SW6 4RE

CARY SINGLE-ENDED TRIODES

"The Sweetest Feeling"

Transcend into the dream of live music in your home with state-of-the-art amplifiers, CD players (HDCD/ Anti-jitter) and
piano-black monolith speakers (bass-reflex) offering 91dB, starting with the SLP 74 pre-amp with separate PS at only £1295

Exclusive UK Distributo

EARMAX at only £375

The all valve OTL triode headphone amplifier, as acclaimed by Ken Kessler.

CARY SINGLE ENDED MAGIC - NOW IN KITS!
Manufactured by Cary Audio Design Subsidiary AES.
Beautifully designed, beautifully finished.

300B 7wpc STEREO AMP £749 (assembled £999)
excluding 300Bs, but with all other valves -exposed valve
design. Inclusive of CETRON 300B valves £999
(assembled £1299 )

AE1  All valve line-stage pre-amp £549 (assembled £699)
exposed valve design - all valves included

SETII 20wpc Stereo Mosfet Zero-Feedback Single-ended amp
(40w mono) £749 (assembled £899)

AE2  Pre-amp with phono stage single-ended mosfet £449
(assembled £599)

Fun to build - providing hours of listening pleasure without fatigue.
After sales build service available. Order today direct from the

exclusive supplier: E

~ The Audiophile Club po. Box 6477, London N13 4AY
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SOUND & VISION -

Here are the

ondon’s newly
established Sound &
Vision Show was a

great success. Held at the
Cumberland Hotel, right
beside Marble Arch, it was
situated in the heart of
London, next to Oxford
Street. The venue was
extremely popular, the show
being busy every day. With
Live '95 now dominated, by
mobile phones, computers
camcorders and what have
you, real hi-fi enthusiasts
made a beeline for the
spacious and palatial rooms
of the Cumberland Hotel, to
enjoy the sounds made by
top audio manufacturers and
distributors from around the
world.

We were there with two
rooms to offer help and
advice on all aspects of
audio, demonstrate a
selection of our latest kit
designs and investigate the
wealth of new equipment
faunched at this prestigious
event. Here's some of what
we spotted on our travels
around the hotel.

ALIRA

A wealth of new products
were on show from Aura,

HI-FI WORLD

including the long awaited
replacement for the TU-
50 tuner, the TU-80. Also
on show for the first time
was the new VA[50
integrated amplifier.
boasting |00watts output,
and the remote controlled
CA200/PA200 pre/power
amplifiers.

MY A

Also on show for the first
time was PM Audio Labs’ MP
21 | A valve monob'ocks and

new products we

matching MP L5 valve
preamplifier. Using the 211
power triode the
monoblacks will set you
back £2750, and the line
level preamplifier £650. The
amplifiers are designed
exclusively for valve
supplier PM Components.

I\ A
) !

PM Components have also
taken on the

distribution of the Swiss

made Ensemble products,
known for their highly
transparent monitor
loudspeakers. The latest in
this line is the Elysia, which
was on demonstration with
their Profundo Silver stereo
subwoofer system. Also on
show was their latest range
of eleczronics, including the
Dichrono CD transport and
convertor and Evocco
amplifier.

discovered

On display in the Orelle
room was their new line up
of XTC Series electronics.
Finished with gloss black
front panels this high end
range marks a new era for
Orelle.

() N

Distributors Projekt were
demonstrating the QLN
range of loudspeakers along
with the wooden faced Holfi

range of
electronics.
QLN have
recently made
a welcome
return to the
UK. we'll be
bringing you a
review of their
compact
Signature
loudspeaker in
a forthcoming
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For sounds that are
out-of-this-world call in at
your favourite Earth store...

>

Pro-ject record playing systems are available for between £150 and £2,000
For more details and stockists, ‘phone ORTOFON UK on 01753-889949

play with a (§o-




issue.

Holfi, also new to the
UK, were demonstrating a
wide range of electronics
from a CD transport to
feedbackless integrated
amplifiers, all sharing the
same wooden fascia styled
cases. Expect to see more of
these soon.

N

Known for the best bass
around, REL launched a new
subwoofer at the Sound &
Vision show. It is set to bring
entry to their active
subwoofer range down to an
even more affordable level.
The £350 Q-bass uses a
powerful 10"
bass driver and
an electronic
safety circuit
that limits
excessive peaks
to prevent
damage.

Acoustic Energy were
making surprisingly powerful
sounds with their new
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miniature AEI00. Priced at
£200 they look pretty
impressive, with a 4" bass
midrange driver and 25mm
fabric dome tweeter.

TDL also announced a new
subwoofer, the

Nucleus SBR.
This passive subwoofer has
been designed to
complement TDL's own
Near Field Monitor
‘speakers, or other
bookshelf ‘speakers of
similar sensitivity (87-90dB).
Price will be £200.

VIR )

Unveiling their new monster
557 power amplifier at the
Sound & Vision Show,
Meridian had a fine sound
going. This 200watts power
amplifier features a new
circuit design which Meridian
hope to patent. Price is
expected to be around
£1200.

\ 2

Present at the show with
new valve amplifiers and an
intriguing three part
loudspeaker system, Art
Audio’s room was certainly
worth a visit. The new,
compact, Duet power
amplifier uses the popular
5881 tetrode output valves
to give 20watts, and its

matching
Minuet line preamplifier uses
two ECCE3s. Prices are

£880 and £500 respectively.

Another valve amplifier
manufacturer getting into
loudspeakers, Audio
Innovations were displaying
their Alto loudspeakers with
Alto CD player and
amplifier. The £325 Aito
loudspeakers are a 2-way

reflex design with a
sensitivity of 88dB,
complemerting the Alto
range of electronics.

Another new name to
appear at the Sound & Vision
Show was Sonneteer,
revealing their Campion
integrated
: and power
m amplifiers.

' The
integrated
will be

available
in the
shops

first, with a power output of
30watts and an expected
sub-£500 price tag. We'll be
bringing you a review in the
near future.

ROKSAN
Roksan unveiled an all-new
loudspeaker in their custom
built demonstration room.
The Roksan |s are expected
to cost around £495 when
they are officially launched,
and the pre-production
prototypes certainly looked
very smart. Also new and

due for launch sometime
next Spring was the
DP10/DAI0 transport and
DAC. Price is undecided at
present, but don't expect
them to be cheap as they will
be top of the range.

Announcing a new
loudspeaker line up,
Sequence were out in force.
Their three new models are
the 200, 300 and 400, priced
at £200, £250 and £330
respectively. The Sequence
range of loudspeakers are all
just 7cm deep, and can all be
wall mounted or, in the case
of the larger 300s and 400s,
used with Sequence’s Tri-
Mount ‘speaker stand @
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about a complete System they’ve

assembled for hiS'pleasure;

A GREEN LIGHT
FOR ROKSAN

oksan, starting off with a principle, now has a whole hi-fi chain. Ojan 3X loudspeakers, Attessa ATT-
turntable of curious, but The boxes that made my kitchen un- DP2MKII CD player, Radius Il
.effectively implemented navigable for a while contained the new turntable, LI pre-amplifier, S| power

m DECEMBER 1995 HI-FI WORLD



% The whole has that kind of
ambient warmth allied with
subtleties of detail that
makes so many jazz
collectors opt for valve amps
and the ‘warmer’ kind of
speaker balance. *

amplifier and a choice of two power
supplies for the pre-amp.

Single-manufacturer systems have
their drawbacks, but Roksan has pulled
it off. The whole is quite surprisingly
better than the component parts, given
that there’s not a lot wrong with any of
the parts. The only grief was caused by
the selector knob on the pre-amp
spinning on its shaft, but it had been
elsewhere before reaching me. Perhaps
it had been well-used, for | was
surprised to see some gun-metal grey
paint flake off the top edge of the fascia
after a few days when my fingers caught
it. Otherwise there was no aberrant
behaviour.

There are, however, what some
designers would view as decided
aberrations, or at least departures from
conventional wisdom, in elements of the
design. Roksan’s designer likes springs.
The Attessa CD player’s mechanism is
very softly sprung compared to most;
where you don’t expect to see springs
is in a loudspeaker.

Some years ago, Roksan came up
with the Darius loudspeaker which
suspended the tweeter clear of the
cabinet on springs. Interesting, but not
elegant. The notion has been developed
for the Ojan floorstanding speakers
supplied for this system. They were the
up-rated model, distinguishable from the
similar but cheaper version by the
copper phase plug on the (different)
main driver. Their novelty lies in the
way the tweeter - placed below the
main driver - is mounted on a sprung
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MDF ‘paddle’. The last place
you would want resonating
springs, | would have thought,
was near a tweeter, but
however odd the practice, it
does seem to work.

B&W, of course, have
taken the tweeter out of the
main cabinet in a number of
models and parked it on the
top in a pod for perfectly
sound reasons, so the
fundamental principle | won't
argue with.

The cabinet is based on
equally valid principles. It is
deeper than usual and has
angled sides to reduce
unwanted internal reflections.

At a time when we are being
flooded with ‘affordable’ floorstanding
speakers which have practically no
pretensions to real bass performance, it
was a relief to have speakers which
stood on the floor and did the business
their size entitled you to expect. Not
that they in fact do go very deep; little
lower than a pair of large-ish Harbeth
Compact 7s, for
example. A matching
subwoofer is
available however.

The Ojans were
responsible for a
good part of the very
satisfying sound that
came from this
Roksan system. In
themselves, the pre-
and power-amplifiers |
are very \
representative of
current British solid-
state designs, but
they are not
exceptional in any
particular aspect. The
power amplifier is
pretty neutral and
barely interferes with
the signal. On its
own with the
cheaper power
supply the pre-amp is
a little soft and
veiled, but the
higher-grade power

supply does a very good ‘Mr Sheen’ job,
adding a little more polish to the whole
performance.

The surprise in the system was not
in fact the loudspeakers, but the Attessa
CD player. Previous experience of the
earlier Attessa outboard DAC and
transport had led me to expect a good,
but unexceptional sound. This Attessa
integrated struck me as much more -
well - integrated, with a more equable
response, a firmer bottom end and
more detailed treble than the combo 1
had some time ago. However, there
was a little too much polish in the spit-
and-polish to really make Hendrix sear
into the ears as much as he should.
Perhaps this polish was also largely
responsible for a splashiness on
cymbals, which lost that tight sparkle
and clear ring they should have -
although the speaker tweeters are on
the soft side at the top end too.

Apart from this and a slight haziness
in the mid-range, the Attessa CD player
was quite a worthy performer and a
considerable improvement on the early
two-box pairing. Admittedly, the

The bass driver of the Ojan 3X loudspeakers has a copper plate
on the pole piece which helps smooth impedance.
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VAIC VALVE HI-

Ultimate
Most Powerful

Power Amplifier

in the World

V52B

Pure classA single-ended
Mono block power amplifier
30W+30W (8Q2) Weight 50kg each
Vaic Valve VV52B Power tubes
Price US$ 12,800 a pair

VAIC VALVE VV52B Worldwide Distributor
TRIODE SUPPLY JAPAN LTD.

1-23-1 Kitakoshigaya Koshigaya-shi Saitama-ken Japan PO#343
TEL: 81 (JAPAN) -489-78-7109 FAX: 81 (JAPAN) -489-78-7309

TUBES PRICE
VV52B TUBES US$ 1200 a pair |
VV30B TUBES CALL US |

Guaranteed by Vaic Valve and Triode Supply Japan Ltd.

Merhad of Pavment
AMEX CARD / Bank Remittance / Postal Money Order




magnetic puck which has to be dropped
over the CD spindle can be tricky to
put on sometimes; and | dislike the
‘American laundromat’ look, but my
aesthetic sense is mine and it doesn’t
have anything to do with the sound.
Unlike one earlier example of the
transport, which sometimes
stubbornly shut like a clam in a
temper and somehow
always trapped a
favourite CD
inside, the
servo-assisted
lid always
opened and
closed
when asked.
There
are some
systems which are
‘right’ for music, some which
are ‘wrong’, but still eminently
listenable. The Roksan system,
unusually, has a foot cleverly planted in
both camps. As a friend remarked, the
Ojan speakers have a coloured mid-
range, but it is tempered by the
electronics: a very good example of

some small wrongs making a good right.

The mid is warm but not bloomed: it
gives instruments a very attractive
richness. The give-away is in vocals. It
doesn’t matter what range, tenor,
soprano, contralto or baritone, it is
mildly unnerving, simply because they
sound either too light or too dark - or
both momentarily, depending on the
note that's being sung. This is especially
noticeable against ESLs or Harbeth
Compact 7s which are superbly ‘voiced’
for voice.

The system’s sense of space, depth
and general imaging is particularly good.
Those Decca recordings from Montreal
have a very strong acoustic signature
which swamps some electronics and
speakers so it either disappears, leaving
the orchestra sounding laid back and
lazy, or mucks up the whole business
until violins and violas, or trumpets and
trombones might as well be one. Not
with the Roksan. This was one of the
rare occasions when the whole horse-
shoe shape of an orchestra was
properly laid out.

The violi section seemed a bit
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squeezed faterally,

due to a lack of space in the

listener room. The bass was

good, although in reality little more
extended than the Harbeths. It sounds a
lot deeper, because it isn’t as dry. This
made for a superbly resonant and
lifelike representation of Rob
Wasserman's electric double bass.
Warm, but very tuneful. This is not
floppy bass at all, and when it comes to
jazz quartets amazing in its time-
keeping.

In fact, it is really on jazz and
classical chamber music that the Roksan
system excels, especially with the
turntable in tow, though this has a
slightly different feeling of scale to the
digital source, and is in parts a little
over-emphatic in its punchiness. The
whole has that kind of ambient warmth
allied with subtleties of detail that
makes so many jazz collectors opt for
valve amps and the ‘warmer’ kind of
speaker balance.

And let’s not forget the detail: from
piccolo way back in the orchestra to a
plectrum slipping from guitar string to
body. All just a bit larger than life, it
helps to distract from the recording in
the drawer or on the platter and just
focus on music. So often an excuse for

The Attessa CD player uses a
sprung, top loading transport
mechanism.

trying to make a silk purse out of a
sow's ear, in this case, synergy works @

Ojan 3X Loudspeakers (Black) £1,195

Attesa ATT-DP2MKI I CD £1,295
LI Pre-Amplifier £2,250
S| Power-Amplifier £1,495
Radius Ill Turntable with

Tabriz arm and Corus cartridge £865

Roksan Digital Ltd.

Stockley Close, Stockley Road,
West Drayton, Middlesex UB7 9BB.
T 01895 436384

WORLD VERDICT

System with good sense of space,

depth and imaging; more than the
sum total of its parts.

Measured Performance

see pli3-121
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Or invest in an Arcam

In Australia: Stolmack Audio Pty. Ltd., P.O. Box 139, St. Ives, N.S.W., 2075. Tel: (2) 440 8755.
In Canada: Emerald Audio Resources, Sussex P.O. Box 19016,
720 Spadina Avenue, Suite 100A, Toronto, Ontario, M5S 3CY. Tel: (416) 596 7657.
In New Zealana: Avalon Audio, 587 Mount Eden Rd., Auckland. Tel: {649) 638 9000.
In South Africa: Hi-Fi Specialists, Durban Road 155, Bellville. 7535. Tel: (21) 946 1441,

In USA: Audiolnflux Corporation, P.O. Box 381, Highland Lakes, NJ) 07422. Tel : (201) 764 8958.

ou walk in to the Hi-Fi shop.

Across a crowded showroom, a Hi-Fi
system catches your eye, then seduces your ear.

Infatuated, you pay your nioney.
Unfortunately, you also take your chances.

On the other hand, once the ear is wooed
by the sumptuous sound quality unique to
Arcam, a life-long love affair usually ensues.

Year after year, our dedication to sonic
excellence is rewarded with top industry awards
and, believe us, luck has nothing to do with it.

All of our Hi-Fi is produced at our
Cambridge HQ, where it must pass the most
rigorous set of tests, checks and double checks.
Then. just when another quality Arcam
product thinks it's safe to go into the loving
arms of a new customer, we check it again.

We work hard to produce Hi-Fi separates
of the highest quality, keeping construction
simple and building in long service and
reliability at every stage of production. So, if
you're about to invest in Hi-Fi, invest in an
Arcam. After all, we don't leave anything to
chance.

Should you?

ARCAM

Return the coupon below to: Arcam, Penibroke Ave.
Waterbeach, Cambridge CB5 9PB, England.
Or telephone: (01223) 440964 (24 hours)

Please send e information on: (Please tick)
Arcam amplifiers O Arcam CD players O
Arcam tuners 0 Arcam home cinema O
Arcam DACs O all Arcam products
and the name of my nearest anthorised dealer.
First Name(s)

Surname..

World 12/95

Postcode.
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....listen to the music.

The Orelle DA-188 digital-analog converter offers a taste
of high-end performance at an affordable price

Hi-Fi News & RR Ap 5

The DA-188 will out-perform the on-board converter
of most one-box machines

It's superb with pop music such as The Beautifull South s

n To What and the Cranberries’ | Cant Be With You. its
simple approach to this sort of material is mellow andvery
relaxing to listen to

What Hi-Fi Au

A smooth and punchy sound make this British
player one worth looking out fo

Fi World

CD-100

the SA-100 will deliver a sound that's direct
aftention-grabbing and detailed

ound quality ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ % What Hi-Fi Ma
Orelle SA-100 is easily one of the best integrated amp

currently available; it has the muscle one needs for rock, plus
bags of finesse for classical. This is a very special amp!

SA' ] OO Hi-Fi Choice March ‘95

| Hi-Fi
Unit 12, IMEX House

' 6 Wadsworth Road
O re I e Audiophile Components TG Bloses

"We've just got the signal
we've all been waiting for... "

- Major General Dorian Mode just prior to

his epic battle against the Assault on the

Senses. The long-awuited signal was

delivered by a pair of ORTOFON SPK300

speaker cables.

SPK300 - - S

01753-889949




and the Academy | speaker. Except
here the clichés become unreliable: only
the bit about beautiful, sensuous design
is true of this sweet-sounding speaker.
The price for the loudspeaker
equivalent of Sophia Loren: a few
million lire or £1200, and worth every
penny just for the feel of the oiled
walnut, let alone the sound.

What is most noticeable is a holistic
apparent ‘rightness’ which has the
listener sitting back relaxed and
engrossed. A good deal of the pleasure
is in a warm, rich mid and bass, which
brings out the texture in woodwind and
lower strings. The bass sounds rather
deeper than in reality it can be: drum
rolls and timps are very realistic,
although not as strong as from the
Harbeth Compact 7s. But let's not
object too much: the 7s are much larger
enclosures.

What the Academy | does well is
produce a superbly listenable illusion.
An orchestra sits between the speakers
in a true arc, either
beginning in front and
stretching well back,
or in a plane between
them, depending on
the recording, which is
how it should be.
Close your eyes and
the illusion is
complete: try to
imagine where the
boxes are and you fail.

For a small box,
the Academy |s make
an excellent fist at
orchestral dynamics.
Brass comes forward,
to give the impression of rising over the
body of an orchestra; strings, although a
little lacking in complete fullness of
tone, are sweet and in perfect
proportion. Most importantly, the
Charios have the timekeeping of an
Olympic stopwatch. If you can happily
sing along with the melody and switch
to a counterpoint without thinking, then
we have a good speaker. Rebel’s
wonderful Les Elemens has a number of
sudden changes in tempo; the Charios
almost anticipated them so a listener
never fell behind the beat.

In rock music, this knack came well
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% ...the loudspeaker
equivalent of Sophia
Loren: a few million
lire or £1200, and
worth every penny
just for the feel of the
oiled walnut, let
alone the sound. *

to the fore, sometimes literally, with a
tight, fast, exciting rhythm and

very tuneful bass. Again,
the amount of
projection depended
entirely on the
recording. Iggy "
Pop’s ‘China Girl,
a mucky, mid-
distance mix was
determinedly
stuck between [
the speakers

where Tony
Visconti put it,
while Blur and
Bryan Adams had
their guitars out in
front of the boxes.

There are rivals around
at this price, but they are of a
different style. Members of Chario's
peer group are the German Audio
Physic Step, the BBC LS5/12a and
Harbeth’s HL Compact 7, though the
latter is not a
miniature like the
Chario. Both the
Harbeth and the
BBC designs are
true ‘studio
monitor’ speakers,
ruthlessly revealing,
while the Step is
notable for its
equally fine detail
and depth. The
Academy 1 is more
domestically
amenable, painting
the sound in
broader
brushstrokes with less of the monitor’s
essential pernickety highlighting of
sometimes distracting detail. It is as
though it pictures the action on stage
without spotlighting the fact that the
costumes are tie-dyed cotton instead of
real velvet and damask.

Compared to a true monitor, there
are minor failings. The bass/mid-range
unit has a slight thickness which rounds
off the sound of woodwind and cellos
superbly, but smoothes over the
inflections in a bass voice. There is also
a degree of unevenness around the
crossover region, which catches out a

|
|

soprano on her way up to a high C. The
tweeter strains a little on the
way up the scale, and can
sound somewhat
constricted in scale and
reach. Tinkling
triangles in
Madonna’s ‘I'm a
material girl’ were
tucked away in the
back of the mix on
the Charios, more
clearly defined on
the Compact 7s,
while her voice
could have sounded a
bit stronger. A
harpsichord recording of
high technical quality
caught them out, with a
somewhat bright, hard, edge to
the treble clef and a bass clef which had
a slight sense of disconnection between
the two manuals.

All the same, it's the music that
matters, and the Charios make a good
recording sound like a real concert
performance, not an artificial
reproduction. If it was an opera in their
home town, the three gents whose
names appear on the brass plate on the
back of the Academy { would be
hearing yells of ‘bravo!’ ringing around
La Scala @

Chario Academy | £1,199
Picture The Sound,

13 Weston Road,

Guildford,

Surrey GU2 6AU

T 01483 454991

WORLD VERDICT

Musical realism and a great real-wood

finish make these speakers enjoyable,
if not perfect.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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queries

A MELLOWER SOUND
FOR CD

| currently own an Arcam
Alpha Plus CD player,
Audioquest interconnect to a
Meridian 563 DAC with a
Chord Co. interconnect to
Naim NAC 92/NAP 90
amplifiers, Naim cable and
Roksan Ojan 3 speakers. No
record deck.

| have had my present
system for over a year and
was at first happy with the
sound, but now find the
treble too hard and slightly
over bright when listening to
CDs.

What | am after is a
mellow, softer sound which
will make my CDs more
listenable. My dealer
recommends that | buy a Hi-
Cap power supply for the
Naims to fill out the
frequency extremes, which
he tells me will make the
sound more balanced. |
somehow feel that this will
not do anything to soften the
sound which | assume is due
to the forward presentation
of the Naims and the slightly
bright balance of the Ojans. |
would like to retain the
Ojans since | am fond of their
bass control. Although |
appreciate the speed and
resolution of the Naims, | am
toying with the idea of part
exchanging them for a more
mellow sounding amplifier,
with a gentler delivery.
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Write in with your system and have some very
good equipment, I'd
suggest you experiment
with some fine tuning first.

Firstly, it is worth
taking a careful look at
your listening room. Hard
reflective surfaces,
especially those on a path
between you and your
‘speakers, will add glare
and hardness to the sound.
Soft curtains or wall

problems to Hi-Fi
World, 64 Castellain
Road, Maida Vale,
London W9 IEX.
Our panel of experts
will endeavour to
solve them, or at
least offer some

practical advice.

My price limit is £900 and
| am considering an Alchemist
Forseti APD |5A integrated,
which | have heard is a soft
sounding amplifier although |
have yet to hear or audition
one. Could you please let me
know if this amplifier would
satisfy my requirements and
do you have any other
suggestions? | listen mainly to
classical music.

Julian Thomas
Aberystwyth,
Dyfed.

You are right that a Hi-
Cap power supply will not
change the basic balance of
your system; it may even
make it worse, allowing
the Naims to reveal more
of the problem. As you
seem basically pleased
with the sound of your

} readers’
& queries

tapestries will help absorb
some of these hard
reflections and soften the
sound. Also, if you have a
nice polished wooden floor
this could be covered with
a thick, soft rug, again this
will help soften the sound.
Try auditioning van
den Hul’s First carbon
interconnects in place of
your Audioquest. These,
although expensive, have a

van den Hul’s carbon interconnects have a smooth, richly
textured sound giving them sweet treble.

HI-FI WORLD



TURNTABLE
PERFORMANCE

| have a query regarding the
performance of my
turntable. | use a Roksan
Xerxes, presently with a
Moth arm and AT95E
cartridge. | am experiencing
a problem with end-of-side
distortion - mainly a sort of
‘sibilance’ particularly
noticeable on ‘S'-type
sounds and a hardening
‘edginess’, particularly at
higher frequencies. The
records affected are not
especially old and have not
been played very often. |
have had the cartridge re-
aligned and the stylus has
been replaced as it should
have been. Tracking weight
and anti-skate settings are
also fine.

It has been suggested
that the cartridge is being
overwhelmed by the
turntable, and that I should
upgrade to one which has
better tracking capabilities
and a more polished sound
- models suggested include
the Roksan Corus Black,
Linn K9, Sumiko Blue Point

Special and AT moving coils.

Would yoeu concur? (In
theory, | have a budget of
(£100-150.)

Could the arm be
influencing this problem? |
have considered postponing
the cartridge upgrade until |
can afford a new arm as
well - models initially
considered include the Rega

Hi-FI WORLD

RB300 and Roksan Artemiz.
In addition, however, | have
also considered a linear-
tracker sudh as an Eminent
Technology Airbearing or
even an Air tangent
(probably second-hand!).
Would there be any real
advantages to using such an
arm, in terms of sound,
reduced record wear and
the aforementioned
sibilance/distortion? It has
also been suggested that |
consider a unipivot arm
design - would this be
beneficial? Can you suggest
any | may like to audition?
Thank-you in
anticipation of your advice.
Nicholas Schofield
Bolton,
Lancs.

The Mot arm, based on
the Rega RB250,
generally isn’t considered
ideal for an MC cartridge.
An RB300 is normally
regarded as the minimumn
requirement for a good
MC. The RB250 can
sound superb with a good
MM, like the Goldring
1042. This has a lovely
smooth and open sound,
with fine detail thanks to
its top quality stylus. It
also has excellent bass
extension, something that
will build on the inherent
strengths of your Roksan
Xerxes.

You don’t mention
what amplifier you are

using, which makes ine a
bit reluctant to
recommend any MC.
Ones with a neutral,
detailed and transparent
sound are the Ortofons,
the MC15 Super I1
representing fantastic
value at £110. This has
quite a forward balance
compared to many other
MCs due to its extremely
flat frequency response.
This may bring a more
open and clearer balance
to your Roksan, but it
could also become a little
to clinical if you are
using a revealing solid
state phono amp. It is
definitely worth an
audition though, being
the best value MC I can
think of. DB

The end-of-side
distortion you hear is
almost certainly tracing
distortion - once a well
known phenomenon.
Because an LP spins at
constant rotational
velocity (i.e. 33rpm),
linear groove speed
decreases with radius, so
inner grooves effectively
move more slowly past
the stylus. Because of this
the mechanical
wavelength of the signal
cut into the groove
decreases. At high
frequencies, which have
short wavelengths in any
case, a poor stylus

writer
of the
most
interesting
system query
will receive a free
set of super
Connections Jade
interconnects.

becomes unable to read
the groove accurately.
The result is distortion
from geometric tracing
error (see diagram), as
well as high frequency
loss.

The solution is to
choose a cartridge with a
high quality, profiled
stylus possessing a small
minimum radius capable
of reading right into the
shortest wavelengths,
with little loss or
distortion. In my
experience, you cair rely
upon Van den Hul,
Ortofon and Goldring in
particular to have
addressed this problem
satisfactorily. Their more
expensive models (£100+)
have fabulous tips, but
even their budget models
don’t disgrace. Don’t
panic and blow all your
cash on a funny arm. A
Rega is good enough,
above which - dream
SME! NK

groove
pmj'le . Stylus path

\

stylus
\ ty!

TRACING
DISTORTION

TIP DISTORTION DIAGRAM
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Try the CD Filter with a difference in your own home

When we listen to music, both the high and low
frequency sounds help our brains to paint a 3
dimensional stereo picture. But when we listen to CD,
the high and low pictures do not perfectly realign. With
their clinically clean electronics, CD players lack the
beneficial, subtle signal handling of analogue
equipment which can actually “re-converge” the two
stereo images. So creating the convincing illusion that is
the hallmark of good analogue systems.

Francinstien, designed by Hi-Fi World columnist
Richard Brice, breathes life into digital stereo. By
simulating the best aspects of analogue equipment, it
restores the sense of depth - and even height - to digital
recordings. And it does it without introducing any of
analogue’s vices!

Simply plug Francinstien between your CD player and
pre-amplifier (or integrated amplifier) and you can have
your cake and eat it. Analogue imaging and
“involvement” with the clarity and “bite” of digital. But
you don’t have to believe us because you can try
Francinstien on home trial.

“It's a gentle elegant effect - and a very even one...One
simply becomes more aware of the music.”
— Eric Braithwaite - Hi-Fi World

“CDs sounded better defined, the soundstage having a more
definite shape. It was as if there was more air around each
strand in the mix, allowing you to hear it more distinctly,
more separately.. I didn't immediately want to switch the CD
player off and relax with some LPs, instead I went on to make
further explorations of my CD collection”

— Andrew Cartmel - Hi-Fi Choice

Let the Francinstien improve the audio quality and stereo imaging of your system. To send you a demonstration unit we require
either cheque or credit card payment for £7.00, to cover postage and administration. If you wish to purchase a Francinstien please call
us and £7.00 will be deducted from the total price of £150 inc. VAT. However, if you do not wish to keep the Francinstien then
simply return the unit to us within 10 days.

Title: First Name: Surname:

Address:

Post Code:
Further information on Perfect Pitch Music products []

Francinstien unit for home demonstration []

Credit card payment — I authorise you to debit my credit card account for the cost of goods despatched.

Visa O Mastercard 0 Tick one box

Credit card number: _ __ _ _ _ __ Credit card expiry date:
N.B Goods will be despatched only if the above address is the cardholder’s address.
Cardholder’s signature: Date:

Select Systems Ltd. Dept. HFW /8 Hanworth Trading Estate Hampton Road West Feltham Middx. TW13 6DH
Tel: +44 (0)181-893-8662 Fax: +44 (0)181-893-4318

Perfect Pitch Music is a
trademark of Select systems ™



.... Continued from page 52

very smooth, richly
textured sound, completely
free of brightness or
sibilance. This should
increase the smoothness of
the treble and give a
slightly warmer balance.
If these tweaks fail to
alleviate the problem, I'd
recommend you take a
close look at your CD
player. This is where I
would suggest your
weakest link is; the Naim
amplifier and Ojan
loudspeakers are more
than capable of revealing
the shortcomings of CD.
With your budget, and by
part exchanging your
Meridian 563, you should
just about be able to
stretch to Pink Triangle’s
discrete Da Capo CD
convertor. This has a rich
and smooth sound, with a
much warmer balance than
the Meridian. It also is
capable of creating great
stage depth and width,
along with fine detail. I
think it is here that you
will hear most
improvement. DB

And don’t forget the less
expensive but beautifully
smooth and refined
Ordinal DAC, by Pink
Triangle. NK

WARMING UP VINYL
| have been in search of a
replacement cartridge for my
LP12, lttok LVII, Exposure 17
and 4 amp and Royd Prior
speaker system.

At the moment I'm using
an ATOC9 but am not
pleased with the sound. | find
the cartridge sounds too
much like CDs, exciting at
the beginning, but soon after
too analytical and uninvolving.

While | appreciate the
quality of MCs, the ones |
have tried have always left me
feeling the same way; too lean
and too cool sounding.

I'm curious about some of
the Ortofon line as well as

HI-FI WORLD

the Blue Point special and
possibly the Linn K18 il. The
difficulty is finding cartridges
which are compatible with
the Sondek as most Linn
dealers will not recommend
non-Linn cartridges.

Believe it or not, | have
had relatively positive results
with a Grado 8M2 and while
it was not the fastest
sounding it did convey the
emotion of the music quite
well. My budget is £200-£300.
Your suggestions would be
greatly appreciated.

Conrad LeDrew
Toronto, Ontario,
Canada.

I suspect the root of your
problems lie deeper than
just the cartridge. Both
your amplifier and
loudspeakers have the
analytical sound you
describe, which in
combination with the OC9
will give a rather cold and
forward balance. If you
can stretch to it, taking
into account part exchange
on your Royd
loudspeakers, audition
Mission’s 752s. These have
a sweet, smooth and warm
balance which will be
better suited to your
system, and should allow
you to enjoy the extra
detail and neutrality of
your MC cartridge.

If this is out of the
question, the Goldring 1042
is a rich and warm
sounding MM with good
detail. DB

MORE SLAM FROM
CcD?
My system comprises
Meridian 200 transport with
clock mod. and Deltec PDM
| MKIl convertor, Naim
62/140 and Epos ES 14
speakers.

| am seriously considering
changing my CD player as |
find it lacking some attack and
solidity with rock music.
Having recently heard some
upmarket multi-bit
convertors by the likes of
Orelle, Wadia etc., they seem

to give the sound the
necessary lift in rhythm.
Could this be the
bitstream convertor
influencing this type of sound
and why so many specialists
are staying with multi-bit?
Adam Tasueem
Billericay,
Essex.

Multibit players do seem
to offer more powerful
sound with greater slam
and punch for rock, with
bitstream convertors
generally sounding
smoother and sweeter.
Your DPA PDM 1 mkII,
although a very fine
convertor, is a little long in
the tooth now, having been
replaced by the mklII first,
and more recently the new
Enlightenment discrete
DAC.

Although on a short
audition multibit players
do seem to be better suited
to rock, I prefer the sweeter
balance of bitstream which
is less fatiguing over
extended listening periods.
For this reason I'd stick
with bitstream, but
upgrade your PDM 1 to the
latest Enlightenment
convertor. This discrete
design will give you a
smoother sound with
better detail and sound
staging and the extra
added punch you want. DB

ROOM FOR
FLOORSTANDERS
My question is regarding floor
standing speakers and which
would suit my system. It
consists of a Linn
Sondek/Grace 70711/Supex
900 super, Rotel 865BX LE
(fitted with their discrete
board), Pioneer A400. The
room is 2Ix12ftand is
sonically slightly bright. | am
considering TDL RTL2,
Mission 733, or Mission 752.
The cartridge is
something | would like to
consider as well. | was
wondering if a Supex 900
super was up to the modern
standards of a Goldring 1042

or an Ortofon MCI5 Super
I1? To attain listening
comparisons between two
identical turntable set ups is
impossible these days, so
your guidance in this area
would be appreciated. | was
pleased to see that Hi-Fi
World will be running articles
on the Linn Sondek, its
history and tweaks and this
has prompted me to
subscribe to the magazine.
Finally, an easy tweak for
your readers’ systems would
lie in considering computer
cable for interconnects and
speaker cable. After spending
a lot of time and money on all
types of cable, these have
proved to be the best.
What's more it is inexpensive
and takes little soldering
knowledge. | have used 50
strand on the speaker cable
and 12 on the interconnects.
Please consider, even very
expensive cable didn’t match
it.
Paul Roberts
Gold Coast,
Australia.

Iwould tend to avoid the
TDL RTL2s or any bass
prominent loudspeaker

queries

Mission’s 752s use a high tech.

High Definition Aerogel driver

which gives them a smooth and
detailed sound.

Continued on page 61...
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MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM LINN RECORDS!

ZINN RECORDS

For a taste of the Linn Records Jazz catalogue why not try

LINN JAZZ 1995
CD SAMPLER : PRICE ONLY £4.99

CALL US NOW FOR A FREE CATALOGUE OF ALL LINN RECORDINGS
tel: 0141 303 5029 or fax: 0141 644 4262
Linn Records, Floors Road, Waterfoot, Eaglesham, Glasgow G76 0EP

LINN RECORDS
TOP QUALITY VINYL SPECIAL OFFER!

The following tap quality titles are available
to HiFi World customers at the special price of ONLY £7

including postage and packing

Classical
CKH 007 NEW LONDON CONSORT Columbus
CKHO11 NEW LONDON CONSORT Elizabethan & Jacobean
CKH 010 PALLADIAN ENSEMBLE An Excess of Pleasure
CKHO13 NIGEL NORTH Bach on the Lute Vol 1
CKH 029 NIGEL NORTH Bach on the Lute Vol 2
CKH 006 NIGEL NORTH The Barogue Lute
CKHO01 POLISH CHAMBER ORCHESTRA Live Concert
CKH 002 WILLIAM CONWAY / PETER EVANS Poulenc Cello Sonatas
CKH 003 ENGLISH CLASSICAL PLAYERS Mozart Symphony 40
CKH 004 LENINGRAD SYMPH ORCHESTRA Shostakovich Symphony No 5
CKH 005 JILL FELDMAN 17th Century Italian Love Songs
Jazz
AKH 030 MARTIN TAYLOR Spirit of Django
AKH 020 MARTIN TAYLOR Artistry
AKH 022 MARTIN TAYLOR Reunion
AKH 016 MARTIN TAYLOR Change of Heart
AKH 014 MARTIN TAYLOR Don't Fret
AKH 006 CAROL KIDD Nice Work
AKH 007 CAROLKIDD The Night We Called It a Day
AKH 017 CAROLKIDD I'm Glad We Met
AKH 026 CAROLKIDD Crazy for Gershwin
AKH 018 CLAIRE MARTIN The Waiting Game
AKH 021 CLAIRE MARTIN Devil May Care
AKH 028 CLAIRE MARTIN 0ld Boyfriends
AKH 024 TOMMY SMITH Reminiscence
AKH 040 TOMMY SMITH Misty Morning & No Time
AKH 013 DAVID NEWTON Victim of Circumstance
AKH D15 DAVID NEWTON Eye Witness
AKH 025 DAVID NEWTON Return Journey
AKH 019 STEVE GIBBONS Birmingham to Memphis
AKH 023 JON STRONG Follow Me
AKH 034 RAY GELATO GIANTS The Full Flavour

All these titles and many more are also available on CD - price £13
mcluding postage and packing

Introducing the Riverside 4040 Valve Amplifier...

The Riverside 4040 brings high-end features - in kit form:

* Integrated amplifier with dual mono configuration with a
generous 40W rms of valve sound per channel.
*  Mirror finish stainless steel chassis with gold plated audio
connectors.
*  Quadlity British made fransformers and tested valves.
The kit comes with a “guaranteed to work” promise and a full parts
warranty.
Kit price £780 including delivery (in UK) and VAT; or send £3 for the
18 page construction manual.
The Riverside 4040 is also available fully assembled and tested, with
a two year warranty, at £995 including delivery {in UK) and VAT.

Phone or fox Cambridge {01223) 501997
(7 days, 24 hours) for further information.
Technical specifications:

Dual mono construction, 40W rms per channel using Mcintosh output topology, 8Q
and 482 outputs, 240/230V input, five line level inputs, monitor output, 13Hz to
20kHz bandwidth.

Riverside Audio (cambridge) Limited,

18 Riverside, Cambridge CB5 8HL.

DIRECT

”[w HY2000 SERIES
AMPLIFIER MODULES

SPECIALISTS IN AUDID ERADE AND LOW NDISE
TOROIDAL TRANSFORMERS

COTTON ROAD - WINCHEAP -
CANTERBURY - KENT CT1 3RB
Tel: 01227 454778 Fax: 01227 450507




bright and vivid sound, quite whidh is warmer, richer and smoother. few zmplifiers use tne valve, which runs

The 2|1 power triode gives a big, courterparts. It differs from tke 3008, forze and weight to music, but to date
unlike any of its smaller The 211 is very forthright; it adds real at high voltage. Here’s a new addition to

MEETING

- Dominic Baker thinks the
new PM Audio Lab 211 valve
amplifiers will be great ambassadors for
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AUDIC
ILLUSION

23 Langley Bioom

Langley

Berks S1.3 8\ B

{2 mins Junc.5 ofl the M)

TEL: (01733) 542761 FAX' (01753) 772532
OPENING HOURS:

102m - 8pm Monday - Saturday (B3 appoiniment)

AGENCIES:

Air Tangeat: Audio Alchemy: Audio Kesearch: Classe: € opland:
Davidson Koth: Densen: Jadis: hoctsu: hora: heell: Martun Lopan:
Mirage: Muscal Fidelity : IS Audio: Sonus Faber: Sumiiko: larget:

“heta: Thule: Wilson: Stliech and ransparent Cables WHI

* Free lnstaltation * M Order Service
" Howme Demos by appointnient © Faport Facilities
*  Dedicated Listentng Room 7 Part Fachanpe W elcome

** M Major Credit Cards Accepled

EX DEMUNSTRATION and SECONDHAND BARG VNS
hoctsu Urushi Cagiridge (£2.300)...... v EX Demi As New
VPL Turatable HW 19 MK i+ PLEC (£1,700). N Hand
VEE Tumtable HW19 MK L+ PEC with

Air langent Toncarm.......... ..SHand
Kohsan Nerxes/ Artemiz 1 1/Arne ... oM and
Musical Fidelity FOD ChH Flayer (£1,504)......) . Demo
Musical Fidelity Fol) Elcara CD Player (£300). NEW 191
Audio Kesrarch 187 Binestage (£3.555)...........baDewo
Sudio Resrarch 152 Linestage BalOuiputsyBIk). Mint
Classe 30 Kenote Preamp Hal (£1.370).............k x.Vemo
Classe 70 Power Amip 0w Bak (£1.400).........._Ex. Demo
(Classe 30 % Classe 70 sold as a pair). Sp. Price
Magnaplanar MG 1.4, Sland
THE ORIGINAL BIPOLAR LOUOSPEAKER™ MIRAGE (UK) Mirage PS.12.90 Active Subwooler (549)  Sfland
(01753) 772532 :
Trade Enquiries Welcome...........

‘m m_l-;‘

= rl:tﬂiﬂi'

sound INnvestment

If you have invested expertise and money in * High quality aluminium construction. R AX
building up a sound system to your own unique ® Finishes available to your choice.
specifications, then why compromise with * Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving Audio Visual Furniture
indifferent housing units? * Sound isolation on shelving/feet.
e Custom created to suit your system. For further information or a free brochure contact:

Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in audio visual .
S FITAagew GEnensio o » Free delivery throughout the UK. JEM Distribution, Springfield Mills, Spa Street.
racking - from a range of standard designs to

the flexibility to custom create a unit to suit Fi-Rax - a sound investment for those who Ossetfivibkefic|divFsTORW:

your particular sound system and lifestyle. want the best from their equipment. Tel: 01924 277626 Fax: 01924 270759



the rarefied world of single-ended 21 |
amplifiers, the P.M. Audio Lab MP 21 1A
monoblocks with their matching MP
LIS preamplifier.

Knowing this, it was odd that | was
compelled towards Locatelli first, and a
graceful, sweeping piece in true ltalian
style. Perhaps it was the elegance of the
amplifiers themselves, with their
glowing valves and
finely finished
metalwork that
inspired me. Or was
it that being a single-
ended design, | knew
that a good classical
piece recorded in a
spacious acoustic
would reveal its
subtler properties
more readily?

Either way, it proved a fine choice.
It is pieces like this, recorded in a large
hall with the performers spread out
across a wide stage, that allows a
feedbackless, single-ended design to
display its finest strength, that of superb
sound staging. The MP 2| | As didn't
disappoint here, the performance
spread out three dimensionally all
around the ‘speakers, images
completely in focus, creating a very real
performance. The timing of the
orchestra was impeccable, giving this
simple piece for violin, basso continuo
and harpsichord an elegant and
captivating presence.

So what is the background of this
pairing? Well, PM Audio Lab has been
set up by P.M. Components, valve
specialists and suppliers of Chinese
Golden Dragon valves. The combination
of MP LIS valve preamplifier and MP
211 A 25watt monoblock power
amplifier, is built to their design and
specification in China, where the
Golden Dragon valves are produced.

The preamplifier is a simple, line
level only design, using three ECC83
double triodes. In the power amplifier a
6SN7GT double triode is used as the
input valve, and a 6SL7GT as the driver,
again a double triode. These amplify the
signal and provide the drive for the
huge 21| power triode, one of the
most impressive valves you'll ever see
with its brightly glowing filament.

HI-FI WORLD

Continuing my listening, The Pixies’
‘La La Love You’ displayed a different
character. What the Locatelli had failed
to convey earlier was the sheer scale
and power the MP 21 | As devote to the
lowest octaves. Bass drums had
tremendous dynamics. Bass guitar on
‘Key’ continued the theme, with an
explosive punch and vice-like grip. And

% What always amazes me about

amplifiers using the 211 is their

tuneful bass. Bass lines seem to
appear from nowhere. *

cymbals had a silvery sheen to them,
brightly lit and strong. Anyone hearing a
valve amplifier like this for the first time
would be quite shocked; it's not the
soft and warm sound you’'d expect, but
that's the 21 | for you.

What always amazes me about
amplifiers using the 21| is their tuneful
bass. They have an ability to grab
individual notes, give them a crisp,
dynamic leading edge, massive punch
and a clear and taut envelope. Bass lines
seem to appear from nowhere.
Portishead's heavily produced Dummy
album can often sound confused in the
bass; its heavy and over-full basslines
blur into each other. Not with the MP
21 1As though. They reached in and
grabbed hard and ruthlessly to reveal a
solid, clearly defined tune missed by just
about every other system | have
previously heard with this album.

The introduction to Pink Floyd’s
‘Coming Back to Life' swelled and grew
as the sharply plucked electric guitar,
helped by the plastiky click of the
plectrum, led into the vocal. At first the
MP 21 1As didn’t seem to have quite the
same midrange projection and breadth
of tonal colour as a good 300B design,
and perhaps they were not quite as
neutral either, having a brighter, more
metallic tone. But it’s the apparent
subjective extension at either end of the
frequency spectrum that gives this
impression. With such strong bass and

shiny treble, the midrange seems more
subdued in comparison.

Echobelly’s ‘Nobody Like You’ is a
raw, stripped bare recording with a
great sense of atmosphere and energy.
The MP 21 | As structured the sound
well, placing each instrument clearly
across a wide sound stage. Treble
soared, crystal clear and super precise,
giving cymbals dramatic impact. Here
careful ‘speaker matching is required; a
bright or hard sounding tweeter will hit
you straight between the ears.

Of the pairing, it must be said that
the MP LIS is the limiting factor. But
don't discount it. At £650 it is one of
the smoothest and sweetest
preamplifiers around, free from the
transistorised grain many of its solid
state rivals at this price point suffer. The
MP 21 1A monoblock power amps are
extremely revealing though, with a
strong eye for detail. In every sense,
this was an unusual amplifier, with a
dramatic appearance and sound. The
Chinese Dragon stirs

MP LIS Valve Preamplifier £650
MP21 1A Monoblock Power
Amplifiers £2750

PM Components Ltd.,
Unit B3, Springhead
Enterprise Park,
Gravesend,

Kent. DAIl 8HD

T 01474 560521

WORLD VERDICT

The MP 21 | A power amplifiers are

detailed and open with great bass.

The preamplifier is great value too.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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Christmas is here, or so you'll think
when you pick up the January issue of
Hi-Fi World. Not only do you get your
hands on the most expert and
enthusiastic read in hi-fi, full of all the
latest equipment, music, news, and
more, but in our special Christmas
Competition we'll be offering everything
we review as prizes. Here's just some of
what we hope to bring you in our
bumper Christmas issue

£200 LOUDSPEAKER TEST

We select a group of the newest and
best £200 loudspeakers on the market
to find out what they can offer. Models
tested include KEF's Coda 8, Celestion’s
Impact 15s, B&W's 601, Mordaunt-
Short’s MS20i, Revolver's Purdy and
Acoustic Energy’s AEI00

ARCAM ALPHA 6 AMPLIFIER
AND ALPHA 6+ CD PLAYER
Arcam have been busying themselves
over the summer months. updating and
improving their range We test their
new Alpha 6 amplfier and Alpha 6+ CD
player

DECEMBER 1995

CHAMELEON

Changing its colours to blend in more
harmoniously, the domesticated
Chameleon power amplifier now has no
mternal cooling fan, so it's quieter

TEAC CDS

TEAC's latest CD player is the CDS.
Priced at £350 it is aimed squarely at
market leaders such as Marantz’s CD-
63SE and NAD's 514. With TEAC's
sold build and DAC-7 convertor it
looks as if it could be up to the
challenge

FREE WORLD WINNERS
SUPPLEMENT

We look back over a year of Hi-Fi
World and pick a short.list of
components that caught our sonic
attention A selection of the best hi-fi
around in 1995

CHRISTMAS COMPETITION
Gluttons for punishment. once again for
the January Christmas edition of Hi-Fi
World we plan to give away everything
we review. Last year it was a logistical
nightmare. but worth it when it came to
handing out the prizes. Don't dare miss
i

Hi Fi World s sull only £2 but with more
editonal than most tivils With the most
enthustistc and expert editonial team in hi-fi
jourmalism. can you afford to nuss it? Make sure
you don t by filling u. this order form and
handing i to your 1 ewsagent

Please reserve/deliver* Hi-Fi World on
a regular basis, commencing with the
next issue, until further notice.

Name:

Address

Signed:

® Delete as appropriate

Distributed to th ~
istribute o':‘g:\;: COMA(,

MAGAZINE MARKETING

HI-FI WORLD



.... Continued from page 55

with your A-400 amplifier,
which in itself has
generous bass. Of the three
’speakers you mention the
752 would probably be the
best match, but even these
may sound a bit too full
and warm with the A-400.
Try auditioning them, as
well as Castle Chesters, if
they are available in Oz.

BI-WIRE MISSIONS
| have recently carried out
the conversion to the
crossover of the Mission 760i
you carried in your July 1993
edition, so that they are now
bi-wired.

| have no technical
knowledge and cannot
(perhaps that should be
“could not”) read a circuit
diagram. | had previously re-
wired the speakers internally

3.9Q 4.7uF
+ MWA—I- 4
FULL FREQ. HF |
INPUT 0.22mH§ & UNIT
| YN
0.88mH 15pF'I- +
BASS
NIT
1.8Q v
3.90 4.7yF
+ ——A—1 +
HF HF
INPUT 0.22mH UNIT
" . =
0.88mH  15uF *
BASS BASS
INPUT UNIT
1.8Q

Converting Mission's 760i loudspeakers for bi-wiring simply involves
splitting the crossover into bass and treble sections.

These have a deep and
powerful bass, but a dry
balance which should
complement the A-400
well.

Regarding your
cartridge, for similar
reasons I would go for the
superb Ortofon MC15
Super II. This has a very
neutral, detailed and
dynamic sound, quite
unbeatable at the price. At
the same time you would
get a great improvement
by replacing your old
Grace arm with an RB300,
which is much more up to
the job of taking control of
a good MC. This should
bring about a worthwhile
improvement to your
front-end, giving better
detail, dynamics and
transparency. DB
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and ficted Deflex panels, but
this latest modification really
has transformed the
speakers. They sound even
bigger, more refined with
more depth and | am now
rediscovering my CDs.

The rest of my system is
as follows: Audiolab 8000A,
Philips CD 610Il (used as a
transport) QED Digit (dual
Positroned courtesy of Hi-Fi
World mod.), B&W
Acoustiline subwoofer.

| have tweaked my system
in many ways, but the best |
find are those that cost very
little (of course!), e.g. the
760i mod. | have a Sound
Organisation three shelf table
and | use a Cyrus Isoplat
under the CD player.

| had some thick glass
plate (8mm) lying around and
put the cut up Deflex on the

Isoplat and then placed the
glass on top of this, then the
CD player and finally some
Deflex on top of the player
and a metal plate (weight
approx |0lbs). This seemed
to make the CD sound more
coherent and more together;
more detail and refinement.

| used another sheet of
glass under the amplifier with
the Deflex under this and
finally the same under the
DAC and power supplies.

| find that these simple
and inexpensive tweaks have
all made an improvement to
my system. | have also
experimented by making my
own interconnect with
Maplin cable and | find that
the silver coax makes an
excellent digital cable,
completely neutral.

My main purpose in
writing was to recommend
the Mission mod. to anyone
with the 760i. After | had
plucked up the courage to
attack the crossover and fit
the additional set of binding
posts, the whole thing only
took about 20mins per
speaker - well worth the
effort.

Finally, | am considering
buying a power amp. to run
with the 8000A as a preamp.
Ideally, | would like the
8000P, but don’t know if
funds will stretch that far.
Which other amps would
work with the 8000A and

Missions? (| feel the 8000A
and 760i is a good match). |
have not read any reviews of
the NAD 216 amp which on
paper seems to have the right
credentials. Do you know if
this amp. is likely to be
compatible and if so would it
improve on the 8000A? |
would like to now bi-amp the
Missions.

Name and address
withheld

For other readers
interested in bi-wiring
their Mission 760i
loudspeakers, it is worth
bearing in mind that many
specialist hi-fi dealers
have an engineer who can
perform this modification
competently and at
moderate cost. Remember
though, that this kind of
tweak will invalidate your
guarantee.

Your best bet if you
want to bi-amp your
system is, as you have
recognised, to add an
8000P power amplifier. If
you can’t stretch your
funds to accommodate a
new one, it’s always worth
considering buying second
hand. Audiolab amplifiers
are known for their build
strength and reliability, so
this option would be a
fairly safe bet. And
servicing is not a problem.
DB

The Audiolab 8000P power amplifier can be used with their 8000A
integrated in a bi-amp system.
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Gold mMedal WINNERS do iT AGAIN!

AN APOLOGY FROM AUDION?

WE MUST SAY SORRY TO ALL OTHER VALVE AMPLIFIER MANUFACTURERS FOR
RELEASING A WORLD CLASS AUDIOPHILE PRODUCT
AT A PRICE WHICH FAVOURS OUR CUSTOMERS

ONLY £599.00 .

A NEW EXTENDED TRIODE SINGLE ENDED “CLASS A” AMPLIFIER
UNBELIEVABLE BUT TRUE!

THE NEW STERLING “E.T.S.E”. STEREO
12 WATTS (18 MAX) 20-20K + 1db
LOW DISTORTION
GOLD R.O.D. EL34M (MULLARD REPLICA)

OPTIMUM TRANSFER TRANSFORMER
SILVER WIRED OUTPUT

AUDION GOLD “POWERLITE” CAPS

AUDION “MAX” SIGNAL TRANSFER
ALPS POTENTIOMETER

COMPLETE WITH AUDION’S FAMOUS “A” RATED GOLD MEDAL WINNING SOUND

AUDION COMMISSIONED EL34M MULLARD REPLICA

AVAILABLE SEPARATELY FOR £38.50 PER PAIR
CONTACT YOUR NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR OR SHOP FOR MORE INFO

LONDON NOTTS HEATHROW SURREY

K J LEISURE CHANTRY AUDIO AUDIOCRAFT FARNHAM AUDIO AUDIBLE DIFFERENCE
0171 4868 262/3 01777 870372 01895 253340 08370 435952 01379 740227
HERFORD SUSSEX ABERDEEN HUMBERSIDE SUFFOLK
ENGLISH AUDIO JEFFRIES ASTRAL ZEN AUDIO SIGNALS
01432 355081 01273 609431 01224 582825 01482 587397 01473 622866
SWEDEN JAPAN AUSTRIA ITALY CANADA HOLLAND SINGAPORE PHILLIPINES GERMANY
ALEMA SB INTERNATIONAL  LOVING SOUND ART OF MUSIC CANORUS INC AUDIOVORM LANDMARK AUDIO UPSCALE MARVEL HEI55
+46-8-7701957 +81-3-34057177  +43-316-82281044  +39-51-231172 +1-416-972-1387 +31-23-322774 +65-3383867 +632-741567 +49-234-37430
GREECE SLOVENIA AUSTRALIA HONG KONG PORTUGAL TAIWAN SPAIN FRANCE SWITZERLAND
EXCLUSIVE KAT KEDKORP PTY ELTE AUDIO LUZESOM FOCU5 AUDIO MULTIMEDIA MAGAVOX MAR ELECTRONIC
+30-1823622655 064-43391 +61-2-708-4388 +852-530-1567 +351-2-9532235  +886 28481193 +34-77-240794 +33-59321134 +41-1463-81-05

AMERICAN CUSTOMERS CONTACT CANORUS +416 972 0320
AUDION AMPLIFIERS UNITED KINGDOM
FACT NOT FICTION
ALEMA UK FAX 01273 722250



hen Celestion
ditched their
heavy, expensive

but fascinating SL-6000
subwoofer, publication of
my crossover circuit for
integrating it into the
Quad ESL-63 was shelved.
But the project raised so
many questions and
pointed to so many
intriguing possibilities that
it remained very much
alive in our heads. Just
what they are, and why
this project is best seen as
an introduction to a
fascinating, little
understood but potentially
important part of hi-fi is
worth covering here.

For me, the project was
more than an attempt to
create a great loudspeaker.
Since manufacturers these
days believe a loudspeaker
is a wooden box with a
few drivers in it, all other
forms have drifted off-
limits commercially.
Alternatives have now
become enthusiasts’
territory. Conveniently,
the open baffle subwoofer,
or bass dipole as it is also
known, is simple in
construction, amenable to
experiment and yet
impressive to hear - an
enthusiasts dream!

Firstly, here are the
unique properties of the
dipole subwoofer and
what it has to offer hi-fi.

The cabinet that is put
around the rear of a
conventional loudspeaker
drive unit to contain back
radiation imposes a low
frequency limit upon bass
reproduction, often too
high to allow low notes to
be played properly. It also
compromises bass quality
by making it lumpy,
boomy, uneven or just dry
and aneamic. Panel
resonance adds mid-band
colouration, whilst box
echoes add whoomph,
chestiness and a )
megaphone effect. Add in
the cost of the woodwork,
its weight and volume and
you have a severely bad
idea staring you in the
face.

Amazingly, it gets
worse. Here’s the least
understood but perhaps
most significant drawback
of the box loudspeaker: it
is a monopole that cannot
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be properly matched into
an enclosed space -
domestic rooms in other
words. All that pulling and
pushing ‘speakers around
to get good bass
performance from them is
down to this property.

In return for the
certainty that a monopole
never works properly is
the certainty that it is
consistent in its
imperfection: it can be
plonked anywhere and
will give a result. This is
why ‘speakers placed
carelessly in a room
invariably deliver poor -
often boomy - bass. But
their owners are likely to
be oblivious to the fact,
and as long as there’s
plenty of boom, boom,
boom going on, happy
too.

An open baffle dipole
is a fundamentally
different animal. It cannot
be plonked anywhere; it
must be tuned into a room
by alignment. This is the
bad bit. Potentially, it
makes the dipele a real
tweaky beast, but I suspect
this set-up process can be
made simple. In return for
this difficulty we get a
loudspeaker that works
better in an enclosed
space. It ean actually
suppress room modes.

What sort of
performance do you get?
Firsily, bass with no lower
limit. In truth the free air
resonance of the drive unit
sets the lower limit, but
this can be manipulated to
exist almost anywhere in
the frequency spectrum;
Celestion got it down to

Reflections

from Noel
Keywbod

5Hz or so, which was
frightening. This bass was
so deep that it possessed
seismic power; the room
would move, as if an
earthquake was in
progress. It takes an
enormous box to
approach this
performance - and none
can actually match it!

An open dipole
delivers smooth, even and
apparently effortless bass
lines, that casually reach
down to the lowest notes.
This is more important
than the ability to
reproduce seismic events.
You have to hear how
relaxed and normal bass
lines can sound from a
dipole before realising just
how much a box ‘speaker
struggles - and often fails -
to get down even to 40Hz,
the bottom limit of
stringed instruments, let
alone lower.

Finally, we have no
cabinet. This banishes all
sorts of ills, especially
unwanted colourations.

There are drawbacks,
but I believe most of them
can be overcome. The box
monopole ‘speaker has
enjoyed decades of
rigorous scrutiny and
analysis, during which
enormous amounts of
theory and computing
power have been applied
to tame it. The dipole has
attracted little attention
and, in fact, I have never
seen associated room
matching theory until
Celestion launched the SL-
6000. This is a little
understood subject at
present.

What we do know is
that the dipole is
inefficient and consumes
lots of power. It also
needs electronic
equalisation. Suitable high
power, high sensitivity
bass drivers exist though
(e.g. Audax PR330MO,
13in paper cone, Fr 28Hz,
98dB sensitive, etc) and a
power amp with
equalisation and overload
limiting could be included
in the base of each unit or
as a separate power
amplifier. It could be pure
Class B and need not have
massive heat sinks.

This may look a bit
daunting for amateur
experimenters, but is it?
Maplin offer suitable
power amplifier modules,
or an old/second-hand
power amp. could be
pressed into service.
These days, equalisation
circuits can be knocked up
after a good night’s
reading of Don Lancaster’s
Active Filter Cookbook.
Maplin can again offer all
parts and the inexpensive
test equipment needed to
validate results. The
dipole subwoofer itself is
a drive unit on a small
baffle - what could be
simpler?

I hope that by
publishing my circuit in
this month’s DIY
Supplement we’ve put
meat on the theoretical
bones, as it were. From
this many of you will be
able to cobble up a
working system and start
experimenting. Good
luck! You are likely to get
quite a surprise @
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The Pover 0& Music .

ANNOUNCING
e T L2

Sumo presents the Artemis, a totally new

VALVE INP RANGE.

THE IR T EEATIIS 7= SO REAP
T £S5 T MONOBLOCK POWER AMPS

concept in preamp design featuring :

other SUMO solid state power amps

Fully discrete Class A circuitry
Non-feedback line stage

Balanced in/out

RISC microprocessor control

Infared remote

Post gain stepped attenuators
Separate DC power supply

Piug in upgrade { MM/MC phono/ DAC)

THE —IVES

Sumo engineers developed for the Artemis, a
propreitary RISC computor program that, in
conjunction with the very high voltage
non-feedback line stage, allows relay stepped
attenuators to control volume levels , with

other SUMO solid state preamps

7T 7143 11
SUMO digital equipment

D CImIEDAAIN HE TEI—I/’77
FOL_ 1= 14

The new TenyM monoblock, featuring the most
advanced Class A balanced circuitry in Sumo
history.

Delivering 240 W into 8 ohms, it runs with no
overall negative feedback, yet has superior
damping factor and low distortion.

Each Ten/M chassis contains two fully balanced
differential power amps, one each for the postive

absolutely no degradation of Signal to Noise AXICI Ty a{_rr?en%%;‘i/;/ Zg;gsrtrsa las‘l KVA transformer and can
regardless of the music level. T A~ =4TTII deliver over 150 amps of current.
Iroslal; UDUSA & Co. ‘il menan
o tros oan . World Class Cabfes Mad in US A

searc

4 Arundel Road, Kingston Upon Thames, Surrey KT1 3RZ

Tel : 0181-942-6241 Fax:0181-395-0793 Mobile : 0956 230056 E-Mail : chulan.weeresinghe@ooh.conqueror.co.ok

77 Loricraft Audio =

Specialists in Garrard, Thorens and SME.

PSU 11 Power Supply
Now in its second year of production PSU I mkll is a power
supply that mimics a perfect mains supply, allowing Garrard
301/401 TD124 to be used anywhere in the world, and was
developed as a result of our more technically minded customers
requiring a more advanced PSU over our successful active PSU
1. Whilst PSU I cleans and reshapes the incoming wave from
PSU II generates a low distortion wave from which is both
voltage and frequency stable. PSU II can also be used with CD
players pre amps and tuners .
PSU I £149.00 PSU II £400.00

Supply and service of Garrard, Thorens, and other high
quality turntables using genuine and newly manufactured part
to original specifications.

Also manufacturers of the world finest Plinth for Garrard
301/401 Thorens TD124 now with Smm covers and finest
hinges if required.

Loricraft PRC 1 Record Cleaning machine as used by
the professionals. Please send for details.

Loricraft Garrard 401s with SME arms and record cleaning
machines are i use with recording studios and record dealers.

7M. O'Swllivan
4 Big L.ane, Goose Green Lambourn,
Berks RG16 7XQ

* New 1995 catalogue available ¢

(01488 72267

Suppliers of Art Audio Amplifiers, Goldring, Ortofon, & SME
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The music you hear in your Project Studio is disterted by
interfering reflections and the room’s low frequency modal
response. Even the most sophisticated electronic equipment
cannot overcome these acoustic problems. AcousticTools® is the
first affordable integrated system which lets you realise the full
potential of your hardware investment, Listen to the music not the
room!

AcousTicTooLS®

High-Performance, Affordable, Complete Room Solutions From
The Music Industry’s Leading Acoustical Innovator

for PRoJECT STUDIOS

Innovative Acoustics for the Digital Age

RPG Europe Ltd.,
Unit G, Smarden Business Estate,
Monks Hill, Smarden, Kent TN25 8QJ
Tel: 01233 770291
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oth
produce
some interesting,

no frills amplifiers, including passive and
active preamplifiers, a phono stage, four
power amps and an integrated. They
share the same modular construction of
a simple deep aluminium box with a
plain wooden front panel.

sleeve
notes, this
is the amp for
you. The clear
diction was wonderful.
Trying other records
revealed the same thing, a good
midrange drowned out by harsh and
somewhat strident trebie. | made the
mistake of playing Diane Reeves’ ‘Never
Too Far’ which was not a happy
experience. The forward mix of the
record was too much.
The sound stage was quite open but

LIGHT
ATTRACTION

Peter Downs thinks Moth’s new Mono 100

amplifier is a bright new flame. But with the

Stereo 60 you might get burnt.

Reviewed here are the all-new
Stereo 60 and Mono 100 power
amplifiers. They share common
circuitry, enabling Moth to offer an
upgrade facility, so that you only pay the
difference between the Stereo 60 and
Mono 100.

STEREO 60

The Stereo 60 comes in two boxes, one
box for the electronics and one for the
400 VA transformer. First reactions
were of a crisp sound with bags of
detail, but a fean bass. As listening
progressed it was clear the overriding
quality was a harshness that coloured
everything.

Switching to a valve preamp helped
a little bit, but it did not solve the
problem. A pity, because fighting to be
heard was a superb midrange. Neil
Young's vocals never sounded so good.
If you don't like following lyrics on the

HI-FI WORLD

lacked depth. ‘Towards the Unknown’
by Vaughan Williams showed great
width, but a flatish depth, as if the
orchestra was squashed together. Bass
was dry and tight. Even an old mono
record of ‘The Clifford Brown All Stars’
which should be quite mellow, came
across as too polished with prominent
tape hiss and added glare to sax. Timing
was good and the Stereo 60 didn’t lose
control of complex passages.

MONO 100

After my experience with the Stereo
60, and bearing in mind the similar
circuitry, | was not looking forward to
listening to this three-box combination.
The difference between the Mono 100
and the Stereo 60 is that each channel
has its own enclosure and the power
supply houses two 400VA transformers.
Gingerly, | put on the first record.
Was this suicide playing Diane Reeves

again! Wow! What
a difference. Was this
really the same design! The
harshness had gone and what
greeted me was a holographic midrange
going back miles. it was like being there.
Rachmaninov’s Piano Concerto No.2
relayed the eerie experience of hearing
Ashkenazy fingers tapping on the keys.
Going back to Neil Young, he
sounded much more natural, if slightly
spotlit compared to the rest of the
sound. The bass was a little subdued
and lacked slam, and treble was still a
bit bright, but it was nowhere near as
harsh as the Stereo 60. The more |
listened, the more | had the feeling that
the balance had been tinkered with.
Some instruments would zing out of the
mix with such force that | was almost
ducking for cover. Side 2 of Young's
Harvest has a harp appear out of
nowhere, almost drowning out the
lyrics.

CONCLUSION

| couldn't recommend the Stereo 60
unless you have a dull, warm system in
need of brightening up. The Mono 100
was much better balanced, if still biased
towards the midrange. lts clinical
approach was sometimes too clean for
comfort, but given the right material it
could shine. if you are in the market for
an amplifier which brings terrific detait
and a wonderfully deep soundstage,
then the Moth Mono 100 is the one for
you @

Moth Stereo 60
Month Monol00

£549
£879

Moth Group, 10 Dane Lane,

Wiistead, Bedford MK45 3HT
T 01234741152

WORLD VERDICT

Stereo 60: DD

Sharp treble and poor depth.
Mono 100 @ @@

Great staging and plenty of detail.

Measured Performance
see pli3-121
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pairs of Mission 731 speakers

pairs of Mission 731LE speakers

Hi-Fi World competition

dd ‘em all up and you get ten
reasons to enter our great
competition!

That's right! Enter this month's fabulous
competition and you could walk away
with one of ten pairs of Mission
loudspeakers. There are three pairs of
top 731LEs for the top three entrants
and seven pairs of super 73 s for the

DECEMBER 1995

first seven super runners up.

Mission’s cleverly engineered and
constructed £130 731 loudspeaker
appeared on the market a little over a
year ago now, and very quickly oecame
the loudspeaker that competitors had to
beat. These miniatures are designed for
use on a bookshelf or on stands, placed
against a rear wall. They have a lively
and exciting sound, which helps them

bring any system to life. Good punch in
the bass makes them great for small
rooms.

The 731s use a novel construction
technique, where the front and rear
baffle are moulded from plastic and snap
together to lock the surrounding
wooden wrap firmly in place. This makes
them extremely rugged little ‘speakers,
and having the front braced to the rear

HI-FI WORLD



helps reduce cabinet coloration.

The 731LEs, launched recently, are
the turbo-charged, super-tuned version
of the 7315, offering greater detail and
neutrality to the audiophile. Our
November issue headline, ‘Merci
Mission’, was apt: the 73| LEs are super
value for any audiophile on a budget.
They are bi-wireable and have been
extensively re-worked and tuned to
offer a top class performance.

In our World Verdict David Price
summed up the 73|LEs by saying
“Excellent sound puts the competitors
in the shade. Well built and pretty too.
What more could you expect?”

And what better competition could
you ask for too, with the chance to win
three pairs of the 731 LEs and seven
pairs of 73|s. So make sure you enter
this competition. All you have to do is
simply complete the questions and tie
breaker opposite.

Please send your entry on a
POSTCARD, or the back of a SEALED
ENVELOPE, and completed in block
capitals, to arrive no later than S5th
DECEMBER 1995 to:

MISSION 731 COMPETITION
Hi-Fi World Magazine

64 Castellain Road,

Maida Vale,

London. W9 |EX

OCTOBER ISSUE
COMPETITION - WIN
ALCHEMIST AXIOM
AMPLIFIERS WORTH

£1500

In the October issue of Hi-Fi World
we were offering five superb
Alchemist Axiom integrated

amplifiers. The lucky winners are:

P. Holyneux of Witley
Steve Flynn of Haslemere
R.A. Crowhurst of Bexhill-on-Sea
Hannah White of Chatham
John Young of Aberdeen

Congratulations.

HI-FI WORLD
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COMPE

TITION ENTRY QUESTIONS
I Cut out and affix to the back of a sealed envelope

| 1) The Mission 731 is -

I A. A famous track by ‘The Mission’
B. A miniature loudspeaker
C. Mission’s secret recipe for chocolate cake

D. A secret mission to rid the world of poor sound quality

but what is the cabinet wrap made from?

A. Wrapping paper B. Chocolate cake
C. Wood D. Polystyrene

3) Pick one thing the Mission 73 |LEs don't have which the 7315 do.

C. Bi-wire terminalsBi-wire terminals D. A £130 price tag
4) How did David Price summarise the 73|LE in our World Verdict?

A. “Well built and pretty too, just like me!"”
B. “What more could you ask for?”

C. “I'd swap my Ferrari for them”

D. “I'd rather have some chocolate cake”

TIE BREAKER (obligatory)

well as Mission 731 (or 731LE).
Here's an example to get you started:
Mission’s 73 1’s are no fake,

Like Lyon's original chocolate cake,

2) Mission's 731s use a clever plastic front and rear baffle which lock together,

A. The suffix LE B. Chocolate cake cabinet damping

Since it has featured so heavily in the questions above but otherwise has no part
to play, so far that is, compose a poem to include the words chocolate cake as

I NAME! .o se e raer e aene

I AArESS: ...ttt sttt et et s e ne e ae s e

Post Code: .......coevveererne Tel NO. e

Please do not add my name to your mailing list.

O —

COMPETITION RULES AND CONDITIONS OF ENTRY

[1] Only one entry per household will be accepted. Multiple entries will be automatically

disqualified.

[2] In the event of more than one entrant submitting all correct answers, the winner will be
picked from the tie-breaker by the editor. We will endeavour to publish the results in the

February 1996 issue. Purchase of the magazine is not a precondition to entry.

[3] No correspondence about this competition will be entered into and the editor's decision

is final.

[4] No employees of Audio Publishing Ltd. or any companies associated with production or

distribution of the prizes may enter.

Don't forget to include your name, address and a telephone number if possible, so that we can

contact the winners promptly.

Your name and address may be added to our mailing list only.

If you would prefer not to receive details of new products or special offers
from us alone please tick the box. Hi-Fi World magazine is published by Audio Publishing Ltd.
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small group of us,
including Douglas
Floyd-Douglass our

acoustics expert and the
Editor of Hi-Fi Choice,
Stan Vincent, recently
went to see Rickie Lee
Jones perform live at the
London Palladium.
Douglas, knowing the
sound engineer, had
managed to secure some
of the best tickets in the
house - about ten rows
back and right in line with
the single microphone
stand which stood centre
stage. I'm not a great fan
of Rickie Lee Jones myself,
but Douglas had assured
me that this was an event
at a venue not to be
missed.

Taking our seats, |
spotted the ‘speaker
system Douglas had been
enthusing about earlier
on, complete with open-
baffle Tannoy Dual-
Concentric drivers.
Apparently, whilst working
on the set for Oliver, the
sound engineer had found
the boy’s unbroken voice
was strongly coloured by
cabinet effects of the
loudspeakers they were
using. So he mounted
several drivers on baffles
(i.e. without cabinets) to
lessen this effect. The
result was a clear and
tonally pure vocal quality.
Consequently, a similar
set-up had been chosen
for this Rickie Lee Jones
performance.

For a live performance
the sound system was very
simple, with no processing
or effects, just straight
amplification from Rickie
herself and either the
piano or twelve-string
guitar she plays. The
sound was absolutely
superb, with a great
acoustic and pure, natural
tonal balance which really
helped to draw the
emotion out of each song.

In many ways the
performance wasn’t a
million miles away from
what a top hi-fi system is
capable of. Of course there
were differences. Most
noticeable was the massive
dynamic headroom which
allowed Rickie Lee Jones
to go from a softly struck
chord only just audible, to
a vocal peak that would
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send shivers through you,
yet without the slightest
hint of compression or
distortion

But, this was an all-
seater venue, where the
crowd were very quiet
during each song,
removing one of the
largest differences
between live and
reproduced music. The PA
system had been very
carefully balanced so that
its own inherent character
didn’t override the
performance, something
which a hi-fi system also
with its own different
character will always
struggle to achieve. All
this, combined with the
limited bandwidth material
that comes from just vocal
and guitar, narrowed the
differences between this
live performance and a top
hi-fi system.

Some of our older
readers must be kicking
themselves as they read
about the current trends
towards single-ended valve
amplification and now
open baffle loudspeakers.
This was how hi-fi started,
a large 15” Tannoy dual
concentric driver on a
plank of wood propped up
against the wall and a
home built single-ended
valve amplifier good for a
couple of watts. They must
be wondering when we’ll
all start raving about the
qualities of mono!

We've been great fans
of open baffle
loudspeakers for several
years now at Hi-Fi World,
ever since first encounters
with Quad’s ESL-63

Dominic

Baker

electrostatics and
Celestion’s SL-6000
subwoofers (see this
month’s Supplement). But
these are pretty extreme
examples of open-baffle
loudspeakers, a complex
electrostatic and a dipole
subwoofer which requires
electronic equalisation.
Open baffle loudspeakers
don’t have to be complex;
in fact they are one of the
simplest arrangements
possible.

One of the most
sensible ways to
implement an open baffle
loudspeaker is with a
three-way design. Here the
midrange driver can be
used with an open back
cabinet lightly filled with
absorbent, long haired
wool for example, to
reduce rear radiation. This
is where the open baffle
shows some of its greatest
strengths, reducing
colouration where the ear
is most sensitive.

To get a midrange

driver down to 300Hz, a
normal enough place to
cross over to the bass unit
of a three-way design, it
needs a minimum baffle
diameter of around 60cm.
This could be built into a
floorstander 15cm wide
and 25cm deep and all
that would be required
would be to leave the back
off the cabinet behind the
midrange driver.

I hope we’ll see
interesting open baffle
loudspeakers appear in
future. They are easy to
build and sound far more
natural and uncoloured
than any elaborate
midrange cabinet
arrangement. Perhaps
we’ll even see an
electrostatic panel housed
in an open-back cabinet,
allowing small size but
good enough extension to
reach down to a
conventional bass driver.
We hope to give you more
information about all this
in the coming months @

HI-FI WORLD is looking for
an Editorial Assistant.

We need someone with a good working
knowledge of hi-fi, an ability to listen critically

and make balanced judgements, a clear writing
style and the resilience to work under pressure
in an often hectic editorial environment! You will
be working in Central London.

Interested? Then send your C.V. by post or
fax to Hi-Fi World, marking the envelope “Job
Application’.
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|1 MAK
Vol JUMP!

Chris Beeching listens to van den Hul’s legendary

Grasshopper IV pickup cartridge. The music

made him chirp (but the price made him croak!)

G rasshopper is the world’s most  down into a moulded plastic tray. There  seems minuscule in comparison, but

esoteric pickup cartridge, was no stylus guard and no other then it needs to be to reach into the

spoken of in reverential tones. protective packaging - almost music in the grooves.

Lack of physical body accounts for its everything about this cartridge is For me, though, the most amazing

fascinating insect-like appearance. Its minimalist, including its packaging it part was the lead-out wires from the

sound quality is the vertical propellant would seem. But it arrived intact all the coils, which are exposed to the

that makes you jump. Then there’s the same. elements. They are so thin that they are

price: at £3750 big enough bring you The apparent fragility of the difficult to see with the naked eye. A

back to earth. Grasshopper belies its robust jeweller's loupe didn’t offer much
Grasshopper arrived in a modest construction; the front plate is improvement either. How vdH manage

but carefully made small wooden box. substantial by anyone’s standards and to solder these tiny wires | don’t know;

Inside, the cartridge was held by nothing  the protruding cantilever looks it amazes me.

more than a perspex plate pressing it substantial too. The diamond stylus The Grasshopper was auditioned in
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both a Naim Aro atop an
LP12/Armageddon combination with a
step-up from Paul Stuart Designs, and
also a Nottingham Analogue
Spacedeck/Paragon | combination into a
cheap pair of the Ortofon transformers.
Neither combination disappointed.

Fortunately, the cartridge’s robust
construction allows easy fitting, and the
perspex top-plate has tapped holes
which makes installation even more
straightforward. Gold-plated pin
connections link the output to the rest
of a hi-fi system.

Installation took about half an hour.
Setting up was easy and having set
vertical tracking angle (VTA), tracking
force was optimised at 1.6 grams in
both arms. At this downforce | found
tracking ability was superb. Even from
cold the Grasshopper managed to make
music from anything | happened to play.

As with any good cartridge, the
critical aspects of spatial imagery,
soundstage depth and ‘presence’ were
all ‘true to the original’, but where the
Grasshopper scored was its uncanny
ability to recreate the music which was
taking place. This quality transcended
any downfall in the recording process
itself. For example, some historical
performances can be notoriously
difficult to really get into, but the
Grasshopper made the music easy and
accessible. Somehow the emotion and
life of the performance came through
where others had failed to present it
fully.

Other notably poor recordings
which contained good performances
also came to musical life. It wasn’t that
the Grasshopper was kind to all
recordings (far from it, in fact), but
neither was it ruthless. It seemed to
have a discernment about its
presentation which let the important
musical aspects through while not
highlighting the things which weren't as
important.

| started with a favourite recording;
Ansermet conducting Stravinsky's
Petrushka on Ace of Clubs in mono.
Now an aged record, and well over-
played, the Grasshopper managed to
re-present all the magic of the
performance that so captured me when
| first bought it. All the subtleties, the
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depth of the silences, just how good a
performance it was; all was revealed
through the Grasshopper.

Many modern stereo cartridges
simply don’t have the lateral compliance
to replay mono records well. The
Grasshopper excelled here, with a
stable central image, a surprising sense
of depth and a treatment of percussion
which was extraordinarily close to real
life. One aspect of mono recordings
which | feel is less successful in stereo is

¢ Transparency was the
Grasshopper’s hallmark,
allowing music to flow with
superb fluidity. Its bottom-to-
top presentation was
seamless, with good bass
weight and a clear, open and
extended sparkling treble. *

sudden transients; in mono, the only
stylus movement is sideways, while in
stereo the stylus is being pushed up the
opposite groove wall which can often
result in mistracking. Here the
Grasshopper showed just how
competent a performer it is in lateral
compliance and raw dynamics.

Seeking out some stereo
recordings, my hand came to rest
(among others) on the Sphere album
Flight Path. The opening track ‘If |
Should Lose You’ opens with a heavy
plucked bass on the right channel
followed by a loud, rasping, yet lyrical
sax on the left. The surprise is in the
non-played information which comes
through. Recorded at the Rudy Van
Gelder Studios in the USA, the air and
space surrounding these two
performers was huge. A long, deep and
high echo made it seem they were
playing in an empty Wembley stadium.
This decayed slowly but gracefully over
the next few notes played, without
being masked by them; the

Grasshopper manages to reveal all this
without losing the main thread of the
music - quite an achievement.

Transparency was the
Grasshopper’s hallmark, allowing music
to flow with superb fluidity. Its bottom-
to-top presentation was seamless, with
good bass weight and a clear, open and
extended sparkling treble. This lack of
tonal colouration is no doubt aided by
the absence of a cartridge body, and all
its associated resonances. I'm sure the
cartridge structure must have
a resonance somewhere, but
simply by listening, | couldn’t
find it.

Ultimately it mattered not
what sort of music | played,
what age of pressing, whether
stereo, mono or SQ
compatible, the Grasshopper
managed to reveal things
which | had previously been
unable to hear. Its one
disadvantage is that a really
revealing system in needed to
hear the benefits. Plonk it in
front of a Pioneer A-400, or a
similar budget super-amp, and
you're likely to be
disappointed, not because the
amps are no good, but because their
resolving power is at a lower order of
magnitude than the front end. So, highly
articulate speakers and very transparent
amplification are needed to reveal the
Grasshopper's musical abilities.

The biggest downside to reviewing
this spectacular cartridge lies in the
aftermath: I'd have to go back to
missing all the things I'd now heard.
When | play again any of the records
used for this review | shall be reminded
of the joy that the Grasshopper gave as
a musical performer, and of the hidden
gems which it revealed. Moving back to
lesser cartridges will be something of a
major culture shock @
vdH Grasshopper IV £3750
van den Hul UK,

Unit | |, I-MEX House,
6 Wadsworth Road,
Perivale,

Middx. UB6 7)D
01818109388
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- ith the hi-fi
®) season now well
— under way, after

a barrage of Shows, just
where does the industry
see its future? Although
there were a greater
number of London based
shows for the hi-fi
enthusiast this September,
there hasn’t been the
expected split between hi-
fi and A/V based products.

The rest of the world
(well, America, Japan and
mainland Europe, at
least), seem to be heading
towards an AV dominated
market where the music
part of the hi-fi is
incorporated with the
visual side. This has led
most of the large Japanese
amplifier manufacturers to
reappraise their future
output and move over to
ANV amplifiers, with stereo
amps no longer a
mainstay. Although they’ll
produce the ancillary
equipment, such as CD
players, cassette decks,
tuners, and the like, the
market for quality budget
to mid-range priced
equipment will become
poorer. We may never see
the likes of the A-400
again.

So where does Britain
fit into all this? Well,
unlike our Western
partners, AV equipment
has been rather slow to
catch on over here.
Surround sound
televisions are still
something of a gimmick
and it’s not a feature likely
to dominate the market as
Nicam has done over the
past six years. Hi-fi
originated A/V separates
are a similar case. Whilst
there has been an interest,
stereo amplifiers still
outsell multi-channel
home cinema ones by at
least 10 to 1 (the exact
amount varies according
to whose figures you
believe).

With the home market
remaining staunchly
stereo, this has placed
British manufacturers in
something of a dilemma.
The fact that the Japanese
are now tending to
concentrate on Audio
Visual equipment has
meant that British
amplifier manufacturers

DECEMBER 1995

1EWS

V

Fue
o p
1)
b

have been able to
capitalise on reduced
competition. I forecast
that over the next few
years we’ll see fewer
Japanese amplifier awards,
as they slowly move out of
stereo and toward A/V.

At the moment the
British hi-fi industry
appears to be in
something of a dilemma.
On the one hand,
companies such as
Audiolab are (so far)

- from Dominic

Todd, our man in

retailing

rightly doing is not putting
all their eggs into one
basket.

Another part of the
industry affected by the
intrusion of A/V, is the
loudspeaker market. The
approach here has been
similarly diverse, as with
the electronic side of
things, yet with varying
results. Celestion, for
example have been quick
to latch on to A/V, but
have had their fingers

% With the home market remaining
staunchly stereo, this has placed
British manufacturers in something
of a dilemma. *

ignoring the A/V aspect
and forging ahead with
amplifiers to fill the void
left by the Japanese.
Others, however, are more
cautious. They tend to be
dabbling with A/V
equipment at the moment,
testing the market place.
Linn and Arcam have taken
the plunge, and Naim have
gone one stage further by
introducing their own four
(rather than five) channel
system.

It’s interesting to note
that what these companies
haven’t done is alienate
their previous stereo
customers. The ranges are
still based primarily
around music sourced
components. It’s a delicate
time and what
manufacturers are quite

burnt in the process. For
some time they’ve had AV
speakers, a policy
continuing with the
Impact range, designed to
be driven using “lifestyle”
and midi-systems (all
credit to Celestion for
their superb new up-
market, stone cabinet
Kingston loudspeaker
too).

However, whilst
appeasing the A/V and
high-end market,
Celestion have made the
mistake of letting their
mid-range ‘speakers fade
away. Once, ‘speakers
such as the Celestion DL
and SL ranges were the
mainstay of the company.
And, it should be noted
that, as well as sounding
good and having a clearly

defined market position,
they actually sold well too.
This is certainly something
that couldn’t be said of
Celestion’s previous CS
range. I look forward to
reviews of the new Impact
range with interest to see
if Celestion have regained
some of their credibility in
the budget to mid-range
hi-fi market.

Mission, on the other
hand, have managed to get
the balancing act right.
Whilst pursuing A/V with a
full range of ‘speakers,
with electronics to come
from partnering Cyrus too,
they’ve still managed to
retain a broad hi-fi
‘speaker range that offers a
degree of consistency in
terms of ability, right
through from the 731 at
£130 to the £700 753.
Excellent sales speak for
themselves.

Although AV is
certainly more than a
gimmick, I hope that when
manufacturers are
considering the future
they don’t use it as an
excuse to ignore the hi-fi
customer and let music
reproduction go to pot.
With the Japanese turning
towards A/V the coming
years could be the most
fruitful ever for British
manufacturers, provided
they clearly identify the
market’s needs - not its
whims. Whatever the
results, the next few years
will probably prove a
turbulent time for the hi-fi
industry, but they may be
a little more bountiful for
real hi-fi manufacturers
than expected @
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OASIS

(What’s the Story)
Morming Glory!
CREATION CRE | U9P

® Let’s face facts: sometimes you get
out of the right side of the bed and
sometimes you get your feet all tangled
up. Qasis’ sequel to last year's debut
Definitely Maybe, exemplifies both kinds
of morning. Oasis were the first group
to sing about sefling the Big Issue on the
mast inspiring entree for five years, and
sadly there's not always such fired up
originality on this second instalment.
Even hits like “Roll With It” are glib
toss-aways compared with the majority
of the first record.

One could easily argue that the
mere four weeks spent cutting the
current disc is well in keeping with their
long-standing admiration of the mid-
sixties Liverpool sound. Furthermore,
it's a strikingly novel notion for a group
to pursue simplicity. This goes against
the sixties obsession with
progressiveness which was, let's be

honest. in most cases something to talk
about in interviews.

This is not to say that the distinctive
wit of he first album isn't present. Try
to work out a line like “She’s got a
sister witn a palm that's got a blister”.
Clue: it's on page 346 of Les Dawson's
‘Anthology of Bawdy Jokes, Vol.23".
These lyrics are sung in a surprisingly
high pizcked vocal refrain from
Gallagher junior.

Ultimately, Oasis’ continuing success
is down to their flair with a cool, catchy
tune, 2 nose for publicity and their
sheer talent Have the days of Definitely
Maybe passed? Let time tell.

THE LEVELLERS
Zeitgaist Chinn
MFY/GDIHFW

® A fifth time out from Brighton’s best
loved quintet. Apparently, the lads have
recently moved into a communal dream
home. just like The Beatles in the Help
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by RECORD OF THE MONTH

THE CHARLATANS
The Charlatans
Beggars Banquet
BBQ CDI174

® One of our most
underrated and immaculate
contemporary combos, the
Charlatans - an ironic name of
ever there was one - prove to
be in as sturdy form as ever on
this richly vibrant offering of
definitive pop/rock. Their
fourth long player is full to the
brim with cool and groovy
tracks. They may not be Blur
or Qasis as far as the breadth
of their following goes, but they
sure can pen music which gets
under the skin. And perhaps
even more importantly, they
aren’t patently Britpop enough
to confuse America and Japan,
and therefore they are more

movie. They are obviously very close,
and as their name suggests, they
continue to be PC without sacrificing a
palpable sense of joy.

The disc was recorded over nine
months - an apt gestation period for a
record that alternately provokes,
entrances and unless you are careful, is
likely have you doing amiably silly
dances. Flow with the lads on a mixed
melee whose prime moments include
the sublime “Maid of the River”, the
suitably ironic “PC Keen", or the
magically wrought “Fantasy”. The band
recently told Vox mag that you can’t be
a real musician unless you take some
type of drug or other. The record is a
definite buzzer, so The Levellers are
evidently level-headed on the herbal-
chemical front. Just don’t try it at home
kids - these men are trained
professionals and as mad as they come.

LOUDON WAINWRIGHT Il
Grown Man
VIRGIN CDV 2789

® Loudon Wainwright is eminently
articulate, scabrous and just so funny it
almost hurts. In short, he possesses a
wit few American songwriters can hold
a candle to. This man, with his gawky
stage movements and truly eccentric
vocal style, has a breadth of material
that can make you laugh one minute and
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than likely to make the crossover to
desirable world markets. After 2ll, it
took The Kinks the best part of fifteen

THE CHARLATANS

Mine Acre Court/Feeting Holy/Just Lookin’

Crasten’ in/Buliet Comes,/Hare Comes A Soul Saver
Just When You're Thinkin® Things Over/Teil Evervane
Toothache/No Fiction/See it Through/Thank You

cry the next. Even after something like
two decades in the business and a
persona as quirky as Emo Phillips
crossed with Tiny Tim, all spiced up
with the wit of David Byrne minus the
more pretentious bits, he can still come
up with some hot tunes. True perhaps
that he has had the obligatory ups and
downs, but “Just a Joke”, “A Year” and
“Father Daughter Duologue”, are fine
additions to a catalogue that already
includes oodles of wit, wisdom and
some really neat tunes. Tune in, turn
Loudon on and don’t drop your false
teeth laughing.

ECHOBELLY
on
FAUV 6 CD

® Dunno about you, but I'd buy chis

years to cross the Atlantic.

Perhaps they are a bit laid back in
terms of image, but then this is classy
pop with strong hooks and not
a hint of the pretentiousness
that seems to plague so many of
our up-and- comers.

Willowy and sweet voiced
Tim Burgess up front, Martin
Blunt (another ironic name,
considering his strong
underpinning) and his brother
Rob on guitar and keyboards
respectively, and drummer Joe
Brooks, stretch the gamut from
the thundering to the exquisite.
Cop an earful of “Toothache”
which is anything but likely to
have you begging for
anaesthesia. But to cut a long
review short, there’s not a dud
track to be found here. A fine
band. No lie, honest guv'nor.

-} echobelly

band’s discs just for the photos of the
glorious Sonya Aurora Madan.
However, happily there’s more to
Echobelly than meets the eye. They
have overcome the Smiths copycat tag,
to turn up a sturdy and varied act
packed with wry social observations and
digs, as well as heaps of memorable
tunes.

Despite a somewhat odd obsession
with motor cars, they’re a pleasure to
ride with. Look out Blur - the ‘Bellies
are catching up real fast.
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THE REBIRTH OF COOL PHIVE
Subtarrancan Abstract Blucs

BRCOC 41T 1525 1182

® Number Phive and the Rebirth
possé bring out the compilation of the
year yet again. Still elusive, vague and
moody in conception, the flavour is
once more progressive and stylish.
Ultimately Cool.

The trick it seems is to avoid the
labelling and stereotyping that most
music has fallen prey to over the years.
As the sleeve notes proclaim: “We
don’t know what to call this music™.
And this is quite apparent - labelling
Rebirth is nigh on impossible. To say it
is a celebration of English originality in
music - which in part it certainly is -
would be unfair to Japan’s United Future
Organisation or America’s Beastie Boys,
who both have tracks on Phive.

Rebirth is about the rebirth of
originality in music, particularly in the
UK, and this is summed up by the
inclusion of tracks by Bristoleans Tricky
and Portishead. Their mus.c can be
likened to Trip-Hop, Acid Jazz and
Danruly, but the only place it can really
fit is in 2 film score.

Rebirth Phive departs from previous
offerings by including already successful
and better known acts: Massive Attack
with an awesome remix of
“Karmakoma”, Tricky with his scary
“Hell Is Round The Corner”, the
Beastie Boys with “Get it Togethe~" and
strangely Paul Weller with the brilliant
“Kosmos®.

The establisment are comb ned with
obscurity, for example the soon-to-be
massive Ben Harper, with his
rudimentary “Whipping Boy”. There
are also excellent tracks by Leena
Conquest and Kruder and Dorfmeister.
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Everything on Phive is intriguing to hear,
from beginning to end. It is an zlbum for
purists, and the truth is that once bitten
by this wonderful series of compilations
it is difficult to know when one wiil stop
being smitten.

BROWN SUGAR
D'Angelo

.- a4

¥ It's been out a | ttle while now, but
this summer’s underground dance
success by a long shot came from the
little known US dude D’Angelo.

Brown Sugar is the sexiest, most soulful
album to hit the streets for years and it
could - just maybe - be the start of a
musical career to rival that of Curtis,
Marvin and Prince. The 21-year-old
‘rom Richmond, Virginia, used to hold
court at local Sunday Church services.
He teamed up with Ali from A Tribe
Called Quest for a studio jam, when he
suddenly hit the piano and the single
Brown Sugar was born.

It started the vibe which continues
right through the rest of the album - a
delightful journey through Motown and
smooth, smocth Soul.

Almost ertireiy written, performed
and produced by D’Angelo himself, the
album has immed:zte similarities with
Stevie Wonder and Prince’s
masterpieces. This must be due to his
humble musical roots. Learning to play
music by ear from the age of four,
Michael “D’Angelo” Archer, was soon
being handed playlists of songs on a
Saturday to rehearse for the following
day’s Church service. His talent was
eventually recogrized at the notoriously
difficult Showtime At The Apollo
competition, in New York, which he
won three times.

D’Angelo seems to have a rare
talent, not often seen today, to take any
groove and make it sound sexy. And
without exception all of Brown Sugar’s
10 tracks are enough to get anyone in
the mood for love-making.

Brown Sugar is where the Gospel meets
the nightclub - a rendezvous which
culminates in sheer sensuality.
Hopefully, D’Angelo, can handle the
artistic and social pressure that go hand-
in-hand with his talent, and progress
without too much pain and heartbreak.
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THIS IS CULT FICTION
Various

TI4) S ABAT S NTCD &

@ Clever, clever, very clever indeed!
No guesses where the inspirations on
this original little gem lie. An obvious
play on the name of film-of-the-year
Pulp Fiction, Cult Fiction draws on the
music from cult films of the last two
decades.

Built unsurprisingly around the
superbly selected rare grooves from the
two Tarantino masterpieces Pulp Fiction
and Reservoir Dogs, it does at times
drift into album filling material but the
songlist is generally a tribute to some of
the coolest moments n film.

Hence we have Nilsson’s brilliant
“Everybody’s Talkin” from Midnight
Cowbcy, which starred Dustin Hoffman
and John Voight. Also “Stuck in the
Middle® by Stealers Wheel - the track
during wh ch the unfortunate cop gets
his ear cur off by Michael Madson in
Reservoir Dogs. And Louis Armstrong’s
wonderful theme from James Bond’s
first adventure On Her Majesty’s Secret
Service.

The 28 tracks on Cult Fiction are
delightfully varied and ultimately a laugh
for a party. Tneir strength lies in the
way they evoxe particular memories of
each fi'm they represent. The one
exception being the very silly
“Guagliore” by Perez Prado which, as
most of you won’t know immediately,
was never in a film at all. It is in fact the
music of the current Guinness advert,
featuring that silly Antonio Banderas
lookalike jumping around like a plonker.
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Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE'S
PREMIER HI-FI DEALER

Arcam, Denon, Linn Products, Naim Audio,
Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, Quad,
Tripod, Nakamichi, Rega, Creek, Epos,

Mordaunt Short, Celestion, Marantz,
Mission, Cyrus, etc. ...
85 Castle Street, High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire.

Open Monday - Saturday
0494 531682 / 464670

ROKSAN I NAIM i REGA . MICROMEGA J ARCAM _ CREEX
JROTEL ) MARANTZ ) DENON ) RUARK 1 EPOS .
SYSTEMDEK | AUDIOLAB I NEAT ) SHAHINIAN ) SOUND

ORGANISATION ) SOUND FACTORY .1 CHORD COMPANY
AUDIO TECHNICA ) MANA ACOUSTICS

Avcords asto avallable
PRO MUSICA

6 Vineyard St Colchester, Essax
= 01200 577519

[—

BV READING HIFI CENTRE
1 4 Queens Walk, Broad St. Mall, Reading, Berks RG1 7QF
Hi»El

Tel: (01734) 585463
QuaLiTy HiFI A0 HOME CINEMA SOUND AT IT'S VERY 8EST.

Agencies held: Arcam: Audiolab: Beyer: B&W: Celestion: Denon
Exposure: Meridian: Michell: Nakamichi: Quad: Rega: Rotel
Royd: Sennheiser: S.M.E.: Sony: Stax: Yamaha.

Times of Opening: Tues - Sat 9.30 am - 5.30 pm. Thurs Only 10am to
7pm. Lunch 2pm - 3pm except Saturday. Closed Mondays
We are a BADA Dealer

LONDON & SOUTH EAST

CENTRE

AP e o vcooT
§53882225538388¢8¢8558
£95 § o 5 5 5G°
&go 8 & ;2% EE
]%g a

32

o

signals

hi-fi for grown-ups

ipswich 01473 622866

( For the great sound of sound :

)

([ The Comflake Shop
37 Windmill Street London WIP IHH
\ 071 631 0472 Fax. 071 436 7165

We stock ATC. Arcam. Meridian, Naim,
Rega, Royde. Roksan, AVI, Monitor Audio,
DNM: as well as offering a marvellous mail-

"’." EXPERIENCE

Denon ¢ KEF ® Marantz ¢ Meridian ¢ Mission ¢ MF ¢ NAD ¢ Quad
+ REL » Rotel » Spendor « Tannoy * TDL * Yamaha « Sony.

Arcam ¢ Audiolab ¢ Audioquest * Bang & Olufsen ¢ Chord ¢ Cyrus
. I

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (0171) 580 3535
Fax: (0171) 436 4733
| Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores

227 Tottenham Court Road,
London, W1P OHX.

Rg 7 ST. PANCRAS,
CHICHESTER,
C Hl(‘ HESTEL  wesT Sussex

HIGIj !‘\l:[y)lniﬂllrv CLOS%D SIALY DAY
W/

Tel: (0243) 776402
Appointed stockists of: A+R Cambridge,
Castle Acoustic, Creek, Dual, Goldring, Linn
Products, Monitor Audio, Naim, Nakamichi,
Quad, Rega, Rogers, Royd Audio, Spendor

STOCKIST OF: HEYBROOK, NAD, ROTEL, PHILIPS,
MARANTZ QUAD, PINK TRIANGLE, ACOUSTIC
ENERGY, JPW, CELESTION, MUSICAL FIDELITY,
TANNOY, TDL, NAKAMICHI, YAMAHA, KEF, SONY,
AURA, PIONEER, AND MANY MORE...

38 WALNUT ROAD, CHELSTON,
TFORQUAY, DEVON TQ2 6HS
TELEPHONE: (01803) 606863

Come you us for the largest d sound sy in

Send or call for your FREE Magazine and Catalogue. BADA Bondei

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex. BNTI TUA

((903) 212133

The friendly shop with the best sound system in the

South, Friendly advice
* 3yr guarantees © casy parking

Open Mon-Sat. [0am-6pn Lote night Wed. 7.30pm |

Agencies include: Arcam, Exposure, Kinshaw, Naimy |
Audio, Marants, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, ;

IPW, TDL, Orelie, and many more.....

——— 4

A1V O F LT

LONDON W5 5AS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

AMC, Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audio
Innovations, B&O, B&W, Cannon, Castie, Cyrus, Denon,
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega,
Mission, Monitor audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad, REL, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul.

10 - 6 pm Mon., Tues., Friday, & Sat.
Late night Thur., closed Wed.

Two demonstration rooms.
Free local delivery and installation.

Repairs and Services

of
the South West

Swockists of. ARCAM ¢ CREEK ¢ EPOS
HEYBROOK * MICROMEGA ¢ NAIM AUDIO
NEAT ¢ REGA * ROKSAN ¢ ROTEL ¢ ROYD
TEAC » YAMAHA

n 1dellt

indecently good hi-fi

9 High Street, Ha Kingston u)
Thames, Surrey K 1 4DA. Tel: 081-94)

Open Tues - Sat 10.30am - 7.00pm.

HI-FI WORLD

studio

Monén (O-7T:Sat 106

LONDON & SOUTH EAST

ATACAMA STANDS
AUDIOLAB = BEYER

CABLETALK » DENON = JPW
® KEF ® MARANTZ = MICHELL
* MUSICAL FIDELITY =
NAKAMICHI » « QUAD o REL
* SEISMIC SINK =
SENNHEISER » SOUND STYLE
* TANNOY » TARGET » TDL

= THORENS = TUBE
TECHNOLOGY » VAN DEN
HUL CABLES » YAMAHA o

m CINEMA ON DEMONSTRATION

\
SURREY HIFI==}

45 HIOH STREET GODSTONE SURREY RH9 8LS-

GODSTONE (01883) 744755

' r ~ THE INNOVATIVE
, AUDIO AND VISUAL |
HI-FI RETAILER

SERVING LONDON
N FROM BATTERSEA

ORANGES

& LEMONS

071- 924 2040/3665
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

—

ey
tﬂii
- Lot

STOCKISTS OF LEADING HI-FI

Basicallz Sound of Norfolk Arcam. Naim, Audiolab.

Denon. Nakamichi. Acoustic Energy. Heybrook.
Micromega. Rotel. Royd, TDL, The Chord
Company. Sound Style etc...

Near Norwich
Norfolk
Tel. (0508) 570829

Audio Innovations, Epos.

Front End Problem?

contact -

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
koetsu - and Decca - eater.

Also agents for croft, sugden,
Thorens, Pentachord Speakers &
Nottingham Analogue.

plus cartridge re-tipping service

081 - 688 6565

—
VISA
L]

N

Lockwood Audio)

THE
sehories TYNNNIY, i
SPARES AND REPAIRS

DEALERS IN VINTAGE AND USED
EQUIPMENT AND RECORDS

Callers welcome by

appointment
Imperial Studios Maxwell Road
Borehamwood Herts. WD6 1WE
Phone: +44(0)181 - 207 4472

Fax: +44(0)181 - 207 5283 /
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Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

LONDON & SOUTH EAST LONDON & SOUTH EAST By chosTat:

®363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston,
ARCAM  CYRUS 1 1 H - .
. ~ e o I'he Ti-F1 Sh()p \ Birmingham Tel: 0121 429 2811
Audltor l u l ' R GUILFORD'S SPECIALIST SINGE 1930 m93-95 Hobs Moat Road, Solihull
< oYNAVECTOR Tel: 0121 742 0254
I iy RRIDGE \I\:’ F 1L GUILDEORD \ -156/1.57 Lower High Street,
'  Banopsga wam sson ! \ Stourbridge Tel 01384 444184
elephone 0171 247 5000 NEAT WTT XLO o ". ! '“‘." o \ ~DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT -
i =
TWO MINS WALK FROM LIVERPOOL STREET STATION SYSTEM AL o]
MUSIC
. = MATTERS
One of the 5 ’
best hi-fi shops S s
in the world” Spaldings
ESTABLISHED IN SOUND JUST ARRIVED....
. ™ 081-654 1231/2040 DPA RENAISSANCE CD
. s 352/4 LOWER ADDISCOMBE RD., +ENLIGHTENMENT DAC, TEAC
STl
. y " P SERIES, CYRUS PRE-POWER
R f hat, t t and ! !
R Bl R s S a0 DENSEN DM10 & BEAT, HEYBROOK

8000Q, RUARK EQUINOX, PINK
TRIANGLE CARDINAL, DACAPO &

ANNIVERSARY TURNTABLE, etc...

I. INTEREST FREE (for Ltd period)
L APR 0% Written details on requst.

@ Best place in town
for Hi-Fi and
UNILET  Hoe Cintena i S LEVCE | neat

wundBvison

Licensed Credit Broker. Switch

jmlab
# Six superb demonstration rooms H A N N AH ! . Card accepted.
« Interest Free Credit ‘ I slate audio OPENING TIMES
+ all Leading Brands | stemfoort
# OPEN SUNDAYS AUDIO TUESDAYTO)SATURDAY
sugden W L
UNILET SOUND & VISION | —f TILL 8PM.
) | CLOSED
35 High Street, New Malden, Surrey KT3 4BN WA L S A L L 01922 640300 ol

Tel 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820

WELL ENGINEERED PRODUCTS FOR
ACCURATE SOUND REPRODUCTION FROM:
Arcam, ATC, Audioquest, Audio Technica, AVI, Beyer,

| HI-Fl & COMPONENTS LTD

Established Over 30 Years

¥ All Leading Makes 01 Equipment Cable Talk, Castle, Chord, CRD (Valve), Denon, Dual ° .
: if&g‘g‘;%ﬁ‘ff“'ﬁé[S‘(:".V{m Dpen Mon - Sat Khpsch, Michell, Nakamichi Orloion) QED, Quad Pctcr E“IS ﬂUdIO
Those Hard To F-r:«;br:: e 10-6pm. Revox, Sennheiser, Sequence Design, S.M.E.. A wide range audio products always n stock including
pLarq(L H‘anquICll;|ssls:<;)kr‘ Spendor, Target, TDK, TDL, Thorens, Triology (valve) Denon, Marantz. Arcam. Sugden, Tannoy. Castle, Nakamich
¥ AUTHORISED DEALERS Switch and maior elc., Keith Monks Record Cleaning Machine Yamaha, TDL, Jamo, Musical Fidelity, JVC, Kenwood, Pioneer
SOLERTITTPIRMD . TANNOY, KENWOOD credit cards FIVE WAYS HI-FIDELITY LTD (Est. 1972) : Dolb)_( ProLogic & Cinema in §1ock :
(To Name But A Few) accepted. 12 Islington Row Edgbaston, Birmingham B15 1LD Demonstration Room

* Free deilvery & installation *

0171 22 3 1 10 0121-455 0667 {closed Mondays) 29, KIRKGATE. NEWARK
84 Battersea Rise, London, SW11 — NOTTl'NGHAMSHfRE NGD o g
—— 01636 704 571
1 Lt FRANK HARVEY-£§ T
e IVOW(’/VFW = !
Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE
BRIGHTON'S LEADING HI-FI SHOP 163 Spon Street. Coventry. CV13BB Tel : 0203 §25200.{ % .
Cyrus, Roksan, Micromega, Audionote. Audiolab, Rega. Mon 10 $ot 9.30 %8 $.30. Closed Thursday T
Arcam, Exposure, Aura. Epos. Thiel, Ryark, Rotel, M UC H MO IR E :tbmt:‘ %\:?:o‘:ob"choaymAg:::\on Mmo-u:ou - Bang
Marantz and other fine equipment THAN H]I FH Keof - Moroniz - Monttot Audio - M - Musical Rdodolryhl
: - Nokamichi - Nad - Quad - Rega - Rogers - Rotel - Target
66 Upper North Street, Brighton we nne & Tnpod - Tanoy - Tharens - Van Den Hul - Yomaha
L Telephone 0273 775978 SADA DEALER MAILORDEN - EXPORT - HOME TRIALS
- 3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi-Fi Excellence

/ s Home CinemaTheatre E

«Audio Visual Equipment
™~ W snhouse Service Department
e)fail order available
0 0 2 Ly elnterest Free Credit (On Selected ltems
Audio Efgulpment from leadm§ and specialist APRGI-written details on request)
or

brands for you to listen to and choose from. Hi-Fi for those Wlth
Tel: 01922 493499/473499  an eye for Quality

ARCAM AUDIO LAB CHORD NAIM KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH ALSO-APOLLO AT AUDIO ALCHEMY AUDIO QUEST B&W BOSE BEYER CABLETALK CHORDCOMPANY & CYRUS Da m - bpm “x

CELESTION DPA ~ EPOS EXPOSURE KEF AEFERENCE ~KENWOOD MARANTZ MICHELL MORDAUNT SHORT MERIDIAN MICROMEGA MISSION MOTH  MUSICAL FIOELITY NAKAMICHI ORTOFON PROJECT Late night Friday

GUAD ROKSAN AOGEAS ROTEL SENNMEISER SONY SUMIKO SYSTEMDEK TARGET TOL TUBE TECHNOLOGY VAN DENHUL _VAMAHA Py
. —— e — e _ e e
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Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY,
SHROPSHIRE
Tel: (01743) 241924
Closed Mondays

® Comfortable listening rooms

® Home demonstrations available

@® Part exchange welcome

® Free home installation

@ Interest free credit

Authorised retailer for:
A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,

CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,

MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,

QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD

audio e)(cellence

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

Cardiff
134/6 Crwys Road
Cardiff CF2 4NR
(01222) 228565

TTRETITIMATE
SOUND ADVICE

Bristol
65 Park Street
Bristol BS1 5PB
(01179) 264975

Swansea
9 High Street

Gloucester
58 Bristol Road
Gloucester GL1 55D  Swansea SA1 1LE
(01452) 300046 (01792) 474608

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

LINN
ARCAM
B&W
DENON
EPOS

KEF
MiSSION
NAKAMICHI
PIONEER
TARGET
TRIPOD
YAMAHA
LOUSY COFFEE

01260

IIITIITIITIIIIIITT

297544

ACTON GATE AUDIO

4 Ruabon Road. Wrexham, Clwyd LL13 7PB
Tel: (01978) 364500

Yamaha Cinema DSP Specialist

AMC. MARANTZ. MISSION, MUSICAL
FIDELITY, QUAD. REGA, ROTEL. TANNOY,
ETC.

Family business ask for Chris or Mike.

36 Druid Hill
Stoke Bishop
Bristol BS9 1EJ
ATC, AVI, Acoustic Energy, Aanalysis, Alon,
Audiomeca, Audio Technica, AMC, Analogue
Electronics, Cadence Valve, Chord Amps,
Electrocompaniet, Exposure, Goldring, Harman
Kardon, Heybrook, Jamo, LFD, Lyra, Ortofon,
Perception, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Michell, REL,
Sansui, SME (inc. 20A), Sonic Link, Stax,
Sugden, Sumiko, Townshend, Triangle, Wadia.

Demos by appointment only. Home tnal faciities

Free installations. Servicing facilities
We are not a shop

E i

“PrV4

audio

CYRUS CENTRE

PINK TRIANGLE-AUDION-SYSTEMDEK-HEYBROOK-

MICHI-KEF-REFERENCE-MICROMEGA-NAKAMICHI-

CHORD-ARCAM-ROGERS-NAD-ROTEL-DENON-

TANNOY-MARANTZ-MISSION-STAX-DUAL-TDL-JPW-

EXPOSJRE-YAMAHA-JOHN SHEARNE-AND OTHERS
Froe instaliation: Credit faciities: Service department

37 Whitecross Road Herelovd HR4 0DE

AUTHORISED Hi-FI SPECIALIST

\/
SWISER HI-Fi

Prabably the best Hi Fi shop in the World

104 ALBANY ROAD CARDIFF TEL 01222 493535

Ancrumy
ELectroNics
YOUR LOCAL HI-FI SHOP

PIONEER, TECHNICS, PROLOGIC AMPS + LASER
DISC FOR HOME ENTERTAINMENT
TEL: (01382) 480030
39 GRAY ST.,. BROUGHTY FERRY DUNDEE

B REL- Audiolab ¢ Arcam ¢ B&W'

A passmn fOI‘ Exce"ence

GLON

. Audioquest—' Pink Triangle Rega iy |

for those who demand the best

55 Main St Blackrock
Tel:2889449-288477
Open: Tue-Sat 10AM-6PM. Thur/Fri 'till 9PM |

B EAR . Classé * Merldlan'TDL'

* Naim ¢ Castle * Epos * Technics *

( HI-F EXPeRENc

Arcam * Audiolab » Audioquest ¢ Bang & Olufsen ® Chord * Cyru
* Denon ® KEF » Marantz ¢ Meridian ® Mission ® MF » NAD » Quad
 REL » Rotel * Spendor » Tannoy * TDL * Yamaha * Sony.

Award Winning Hi-Fi from stock - Sales or Service - WE CAN HELP

Tel: (01325) 481418

Fax: (01325) 382982
Britain's Top Specialist Hi-Fi Stores
m:nce 17 Coniscliffe Road,
Darlington DL3 7EE.

Send or G” for your FREE Mag, and Catalog

- A N
A FF<CO PRI
et Tt listearmm to
EQUIPMENT BY ABSOLUTE SOUNDS,
AUD!O INNOVATIONS, SUGDEN, IMPULSE, MICHELL, ROKSAN,
PINK TRIANGLE, ACCUPHASE, THIEL, COUNTERPOINT, SONIC

FRONTIERS, TRICHORD REOEARCH ETC.
!y appointment only

SER/OUS K:T

O | — 70O 7 <33 >2IT3

THE BEST ON TEST
DENON DCD315 CD PLAYER £149.99
ROTEL RA 930 AX mkll AMP. £14995
TDL RTL2 SPEAKERS £299.99
QED QUDVS SPEAKERS CABLE MET. £2.00
CHORD CO.COBRA INTERCONNECT £4900

ALL WITH * STAR RATINGS AND ON DEMONSTRATION AT

THE AUDIO SHOP

6. HILL STREET, RAUNDS, NORTHANTS. NN9 6NN
TEL:01933 622325

* SOUNDS AROUND -
NEW & USED HIFI

Professional Service Repairs and
Accessories

146A Clarendon Park Road, Leicester
Telephone : 0533 702442

HI-FI WORLD

BADA Bonded
-

Get on our list -
fo get doser 1o this List.

«MIT MultiCap « Wonder Cap * Kimber Kap * Solo+ Hoviand MusiCap

« Solen * Siemens « Wima ¢ Hoico « Rel-Cap ¢ Dralonc IRC Allon -8radley
« Jensen ¢ Resista ¢ Vishay * Caddock « Mills ¢ e
« Cardas * Kmber Kable < van den Hul « Discovery « Audvoquesl MIT
« Aips « Boums * Shalico » EIma ¢ Electroswitch « Nichicon ¢ Goid Aero « RAM
« Mallory « Panasonic HFQ « Nichicon « Elna ¢ New Old Stock « Ruby Tubes
« UltraAnalog « Burr-8rown « Crystal « Linear Technology « Analog Dewvices
«Edison Prce « Intemational Rectifier « Hitachi « Motorola « UCC
« MagneQuest « Sonic Frontiers « Pearl * Tube Sockets « WBT « Neutnk
«Sound Coat » Curcio Audho Engineerning « Assemblage and other kits

And it's growing and growing. To order The Parts Connection |

1995 Catalog & Resource Guide, send £7° and mailing informa-
tion. You'll also receive a Discount Coupon worth $10 off a pur- ‘
chase over $100 or $25 off a purchase over $250' as well as
The Breadboard bulletin to keep you updated on our latest
news, information and growth spurts.
or $10 US, or credit card information ’
‘discount coupon values are in US Dollars

THEPARTS '
CONNECTION" |

A DNIBION OF BOMC FRONTIERS WNC |

2790 Bnghton Road, Oakville [
Ontano, Canada L6H 5T4

Toll Free Order Line {

1-800-769-0747 |
{U.S. & Canada only) |

Tel (905) 829-5858
Fax (905) 829-5388
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Specialist Hi-Fi Dealers

REPAIRS/DIY

Fully guaranteed top quality repairs, servicing &
upgrading carried out to all types of audio
equipment (including valve). Also agents for:
Unison Research, UKD Opera, Croft,
Nottingham Analogue, and Posselt.
Contact Graham Tricker for details on

01895 833099

. THE Service_SpeciaIists |

From classic VALVES [we'll happily re-align
| your HRO] to the latest DIGITAL LASERDISC ... |
You supply the problem... We supply the solution!
REVOX « LEAK « QUAD « RADFORD * ALTOBASS » ||
GRANT « RCA « PIONEER * YAMAHA * LUMLEY etc
Our services are already widely used by Professionals |
[ and Enthusiasts: ring now for more details :
VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT ASSEMBLY l
HAVE your amp kit professionally built.
[ We'll assemble it, wire it, de-bug it & provide you |
with an individual test report
PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS

AUDIO LABORATORIES (LEEDS)
0113 2440378

R _ _J

Russ Andrews Ltd. |
Edge Bank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal,

Wesimarland, LA8 9AS, ENGLAND [
Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317 |

If you like the Hi-Fi equipment you have but want a better
performance, dan’t change it - 1

UPGRADE [T! [
You can build better than you can buy and we affer kits,
parts and instructions for anything fram simple camponent
upgrades la camplete rebuilds, plus kits o build high end
equipment from scratch.

| New Upgrading Service.

If you ore daunted ot the prospect of taking the lid off your

prized possession, send it fa us and we can da the

upgrade for you. We will odvise on feosibi|ief{ ond cost

| bz&re starting work and upgrade to the level of
performonce you require ond can afford. We have a

[ secure, low cast collection ond delivery service within the |
UK.

Upgrodes to: Audia Research, Celestion, KEF, Krell, Linn, |
Marantz, Meridian, Naim Nytech,
Pioneer, Quad, Leak, Radford, Ratel efc....

To receive your copy of our 1994/95 catalogue, just Mail,
it *
[ Phone or Fox the oddress obove.

| -

RESTORATION OF CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

ELECTRONICS ENGINEER (DEGREE/MAES) WiTH OVER 40 YEARS
EXPERIENCE ANO SPECIALIST KNOWLEOGE OF QuAD, RADFORD, LEak,
ROGERS, ANO ARMSTRONG, ETC. EXTENSIVE FACILITIES ENABLE
ORIGINAL STANOAROS WITH OETAILED REPORTS OF WORK CARRIEQ
0UT. APPARATUS IS DEMONSTRATED PRIOR TO CLIENTS OEPARTURE
AVAILABLE 7 0AYS PER WEEK

CIRCUIT DATA ON OFFER... PLEASE ENQUIRE
TeL 0181 504 5467 WooDFORD, ESSEX

DECEMBER 1995

REPAIRS/DIY
TECHNICAL & GENERAL
| THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST
for the Great Classical Turntable, Arms, Cartridges. Styli
‘ CONNOISSEUR * GARRARD *» GOLDRING * |

LENCO » ORTOFON ¢ SHURE * S.M.E * ‘
‘ THORENS » WATTS

All available Genuine spares and our own

re-manufacture obsolete parts |

Servicing and Overhuls, to original technical

specifications.

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT' NO

| DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS' |
Remedial Services available
| Cartridge and styli, correct radius diamond, for early ‘
recording - 78s & Lps

| TECHNICAL & GENERAL \

I P.O.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY

Tel: 0892 65 45 34 |
— |

VALVES/TUBES

Chelmer Valve Comapn
ﬁvc; for Py
Audio Valves

Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct fram us. All valves
processed for improved performance. We also have Stock
of MAJOR BRAND types including :MULLARD, GEC,
BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc
130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, CM2 ORG
Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064

SOVTEK VALVES

6550WA. 61.6WGC/5881. EL34G.
12AX7TWB/7025. EF86/6267
Over 1000 different types of valves stocked $.A.E. for list
DEPT. HFW
Wilson Valves, 28 Banks Ave, Golcar,
Huddersfield, West Yorks, HD7 41.7
Tel: 0484 654650/420774 Fax:0484 655699

Mail arder onky, Visa erc.

CD SELECTIONS

The UK's leading suppliers of bargain CDs and music
for your free catalogue contact
CD SELECTIONS
PO BOX 1011
DORCHESTER DORSET D12 7YG
Tel. 0305 848 725

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

LORICRAFT AUDIO

Required Garrard 301/401, Thorens TD124,
Goldring GL75 any condition or any parts
from new to completely used

Tel/Fax/Answer phone -
01488 72267

AUDIO FAIR

THE SALE OF AUDIO EQUIPMENT OLD AND
NEW, ELECTRONIC COMPONENTS,
RECORDS, IN FACT ANYTHING TO DO WITH
AUDIO REPRODUCTION.

VENUE:
THE EGHAM YOUTH CENTRE
18 HIGH STREET, EGHAM, SURREY
(5 MINUTES FROM JUNCTION 13 M25)
SUNDAY IST OCTOBER 1995
10:30AM - 4PM
ADMISSION £1.00
STALLHOLDERS £15.00
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS WILL BE AVAILABLE

CONTACT
GRAHAM TRICKER

ON
TELEPHONE/FAX:- 01895 833099

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

REVOX SERVICE

A77, B77 PRYY

For fully guaranteed professional service and
repairs, call RamTek.
Tel: (081) 207 6159. Fax: (081) 953 1118
Suite 33, Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts WD6 4SE

Tel: 01209 612260 Fax: 01209 710777
AK.G.. Audio innovations, Audio Analysis, Atacama, Audio Mech,
Audionote. Audioquest, Audio Technica, Beyer, Cable Talk, Denon
Foundation, Goldring, Harman Kardon, Impluse, JBL, JPW, Klipsh
Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nakamichi, Onkyo,
Ortoton, Precption, Project, QED, S.D. Acoustics, SME, Sonic Link,
Soundstyle, Sugden, Target, TDL, Teac, Triangle, Trichord, Vivanco

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS
SECTION PLEASE CALL
HI-FI WORLD

ADVERTISING SALES ON
0171 289 3533
01245 443555

HI-FI WORLD



A reference guide to Britain's Manufacturers and Distributors.

ACOUSTIC ENERGY, 3a Alexandra Road, London
W13 ONP. Tel. 0181 840 6305. Acoustic Energy
manuacture the award winning Reference Series
AE1 and AE2 loudspeakers and the new Aegis
Series Model 1, alf of which feature the unique AE
metal cone drive units. The AE distibution division
offers superb high end products from WADIA
GRYPHON ENSEMBLE and TARA LABS.

ACOUSTIC SOLUTIONS is a bespoke manufacturing
and design company. We specialise in talor made
loud speakers and interconnects. We have ongoing
development projects in | design. All
products are continually reviewed in order to
maintain an unequivocal service Phone us for a
chat or advice on 0973 149392 ASL, 18 Tamar
Rise. Chelmsford, Essex.

ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS, 4 Rosebury Mews
London N10 2LG. Call us for a list of our dealers in
many areas including:- London, Kent, Hampshire,
Witts, Milton Keynes and N. Ireland and for product
information on the Kraken, Freya, Bragi, Odin,
Genesis and more Tel: 0181 883 3008

ALEMA UK LTD., 25 Montifore Road, Hove, BN3
1RD. Tel. 01273 202637. Audion * Edison *
Andersson * (Trade enquiries welcome for our
newly extended range).

APPOLLO, The UK based designers and
manufacturers of high quality speaker stands and
equipment racks have now added to their
comprehensive range a modular system ideal for
housing audio visual products and CD storage.
Please send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown
Ltd. Tipton Rd, Dudley, West Midlands, DY14 Tel.
0121 520 5070. Fax. 0121 522 2055. - All export
trade enquiries welcome.

ARCAM. Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge, CB5 9PB. Tel. 01223
440964 or Fax. 01223 863384. Manufacturers of the
Delta 290 Amplifier and the Delta 280 Digital FM
Tuner. The two together produce a sound that has
been described as subtle and intriguing and that
provide ‘real clout’ - discover this for yourself For
information on not only these products but also the
Arcam CD Players, Speakers, Cassette Decks etc.
Phone or write in to request a brochure - The
pleasure 13 afl yours!

ATACAMA AUOIO SUPPORTS from Sambell
Engineering Ltd. We are the sole manufacturers of
the "SE range of speaker stands, consisting of an
8 12 16, 20" and the award winning 24 high
stand Also three speciatist models for the Tannoy
Sums Loudspeakers

AUDIONOTE CO Unit 1, Block C, Hove Business Ctr.
Foatadl Road Hove BN3 BHA. Tel. 01273 220511.
Audionote supply a range of very high quality and
wery expensive audiophile components including
valve output transformers.

AUDIOPHONICS - The Art of Sound Reproduction.
Bespoke design and manufacture of audio systems
including. Loudspeakers with metal cone drivers,
CAS50 spherordal speakers in hand carved marble
with matching FBX150 Bass. New Athene range
coming soon Amplification; Zeus semiconductor
zero feedback push-pult or single ended output
transformer monoblock power amplifiers and pre-
amplifiers.

3 Meldone Close. Surbiton Surrey KT5 9HQ. 0181
390 6480. Email: info@apnix.demon.co.uk

From AUDIO SYNTHESIS, manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to anatogue converter,
comes DAX-2. a new Hi-End reference converter
able to dig deeper into the digital source than ever
before! A new addition to the superb PASSION
series of all Vishay controllers has just been
introduced in the form of PASSION 8. a fully remote
controlled uniquely transparent passive
preamplifier. the perfect maich for DESIRE. For
1996 brochures and full details please contact
Aud:o Srninesss, PO Box 100, likley. West Yorkshire
L1529 9XW. Tel: 01943 600404 Fax.: 01943 600383
CABLE TALK PO Box 413, Woking. Surrey GU22
8YZ Telephone 01483 750667. Fax 01344 360866
Designers and manufacturers of British made high
qualtty. value for money. interconnect and speaker
cabtes Phone or fax for a free full colour brochure
on our What Hi-R1? 5 star rated products.
CAMPAIGN AUDIO OESIGN. Llandudno Road
Cardiff CF3 8PG. Tel. 01222 779 401. Supphies /
manufactures matlorder. high punty silver
interconnects. loudspeaker cables. internal wires
and bespoke mains cables Generous two week trial
period

CANFORO AUDIO PLC,Crowther Road Washington.
Tyne & Wear. NE38 0BW UK Sales 091 415 0205.
Admin 0191 417 0057, Fax 0191 416 0392. UK's
leading manufacturer and distnibutor of professional
audio equipment 9000+ products are detaiied in a
bi-annual catalogue which s available free of charge
to professional users. Next day deliveries when

possibe.

CHORO ELECTRONICS LIMITEO, 3 Bower Mount
Road. Mardstone Ken: ME16 BAX Telephone
01622-764874.Fax: 01622-688480. We have
recently complemented our highly acclaimed SPM
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range of power amplifiers with 2 superb pre-amps -
the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as well as the BBC
qualified LS5/12A loudspeaker & LF5/12 bass
extension system. Call us for copies of reviews that
will leave you wanting details of your nearest
retailer.
CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Frien Barnet,
London N11 3ES. Tel. 0181 361 4133, Fax: 0181
361 4136. Manufacturers of the 4240 Integrated
Amp, P42 and A42 Pre/Power Amps, CD42 CD
Player. Please write for further details
The Exultant Power Amp fitted to Quad 11 Hardware.
CONNECTIONS U.K. Custom made interconnects
direct the manufacturer, all indvidually made in our
Cambridgeshire workshop. Range includes the five
star rated ‘Jade' (€21 inc.p+p) and new updated
Jade Ultra’ (£28 mnc.p+p). To order send
cheque/P.0. payable to Connections U.K. to 49
Bishops Road,Peterborough PE1 SAP Tel/Fax 01733
897379. Orders normally dispatched within 10
working days
DBS AUDIO, P.O. Box 91, Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk, IP30 ONF. Tei. 01284 828 926 Fax 01284
828 026. DBS Audio supply quality loudspeaker kits
designed by Dave Berriman. The DBS 6, features a
custom-built 8-inch cast-chassis woofer with high-
power voice coil, Morel high-power tweeter, and
ready-assembled crossover with Van den Hul cable
ICW 630V polypropylene capacitors and bi-wired
with gold-piated terminals. By popular demand
DBS4!1 1s now upgraded to MklIl (upgrade kit
lable). New designs are planned. Also, UK
distributor for the CLIO professional quality (but
easy o use) PC-based audio measuring system.
Access/Visa accepted.
D H M DESIGN,- BUNDEE CD REPAIR PROTECTION
SYSTEM- Tried and tested on Tomorrow's World.
Repairs and protects over 50 CD s, even those
scrubbed with steel wool. Effective for all lasedr dics
formats including CO ROM, MiniDisc and CDi. RRP
£14.95. Why buy a new one when you can clean,
repair and protect fifty? Contact David Mather for
detanls of your nearest stockist or distributor. Export
enquiries welcome DHM Design Ltd. Studio 6,
Bentinck Court,Bentinck Road, West Drayton,
Middlesex UB7 7RG Tei: 01895 449559 Fax: 01835
420540
ECA DISTRIBUTION: For the “naturally neutral”
chain. Nothing added; nothing taken away. The
VISTA line-amp: The LECTERN S power-amp
{Awarded Best Buy - Hi-Fi Choice August ‘95) and
the SERVO A.2 speakers Rasuftmg from their own
Research and Development. the ECA Design Team
provides a “super-syrmmetry” circuit witn the barest
minmum of winng n the amps vacuum
impregnated air-coils in the custom-made midrange
unit for the speakers. P.0.Box 3023 London NW2
7RW Te - 01818305128
ELECTROFLUIOICS, 27 Fournier Street Spitalfields
London E1 6QE Ter 0171 247 0813 Makers of tne
acclaimed Songlith loudspeaker series and Monolith
20,20 cable Mineral polymer enclosures, conirafied
- flexure alloy - coned drive units. ultra - low
impedence wide - band feeds: extraordinary clarity,
contro! and resolution
ELYTON ELECTRONICS (Yuetone), ¢/o Don Fordy
Ltd.. 4 Abertawe House Ystrad Road. Swansea
SA5 44S. Tel. 01792 - 588862 or fax 01792 -
588865. Elytone Electronics (formerly Yuetone
industrial) are Taivanese OEM manufacturers of
high quality Loudspeaker Crossover Networks and
associated components. Don Fordy Lid. are the UK
agents for Elytone
EMF. 2a Beilevue Road. Friern, Barnet, N11 3ES.
Tel 0181 361 6734 Manufacturer of Sequei 50w
integrated amphfier and the Crystal D2A
converter Amplifier and DAC. Please write in for
detanls.
FALCON ACOUSTICS LTO . Tabor House Norwich
Road. Mulbarton. Norwich Norfolk, NR14 84T. Tel.
1015081 78272 UK distrbutors of FOCAL drive
units and SOLEN {chateauroux) polypropylene
capacitors and the ‘argest inductor manufacturer in
the U.K Comprenensive range of DIY Speaker Parts
and Kits. Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters
“Everything but the wood
FULLERS AUDIO, 20 Tunbridge Road Southend on
Sea, Essex $S2 6LT Tet 01702 612116. Fuller s
audio produce a range of innovative producis
Amplification - 210 a stngle ended class A
semiconductor power amphifier - £1200, b70 a
mosfet power amphfier of high standard - £599, prel
and prel - matching pre-ampiifiers - £599:649
geni phono stage for mm and mc cartridges £299
Loudspeahers - Pharoah system upgradable from 1
parr of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended hass
passive‘active options £649-£2499. Sphinx a 3 way
floor standing unit £849 Sultan H E. 98d8B
sensiivity £439, matching Sub Woofer £559
Sultan. 91.508 sensitivity £309
IAN EDWAROS, The Oid Chapet 282 Skipton Road,
Harrogate, Yorks Tel 01423 500442 Somebody
Somewhere must make beiter storage units for
CDs. Music. LPs HiFe Books etc than fan

Edwards. BUT until he appears, why not send for
the brochure showing a selection of HAND MADE
units To do this please send 31 2nd class stamps.
JORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD. Cyntra Piace
201 Mare Street. Hackney. London E8 3QE. Tel
0181 985 1646. Jordan Watts Acoustics for Sight
AND Sound

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH, 54 Coach Road
Outwood Wakefield, W Yorks WF1 3EX. Tel/Fax
01924 870606. 1 d say that the Figaro is the best
miniature speaker | have heard" Audiophile March
1993. Write in or call for details on our full product
range and your nearest stockist

“KLIPSCH, The Horn loudspeakes of Immortal
Foresight!” Call for more information on0121
4307817

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION, 35 Farlough Road
Dungannon, N. Ireland. BT714 DU. Tel:01868
748632. Fax:10868 448281. Kronos is the UK
distributor of some of the finest Hi Fi products in
Europe. These include Audiomeca digital products
and turntables; Lieder siiver speaker and
interconnect cables; Pro-Ject turn-tables and
amplifiers; Triangle spesiers and electronics; and
YBA amplifiers. We also handle Frameworks
equipment tables; Arion valve amplifiers and mains
filters and Essex Audio digital products from the UK.
Please telephone or write for product details and
dealer lists

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD, 1, Mayo Road, Croyden,
Surrey CRO 20P Tel: 0181 684 1166. Fax: 0181
684 3056. We are one of the largest stockists and
distributors of electronic valves, tubes and
semiconductors in the UK. Over 6,000 types in
stock. We specialise n obsolete types including
original UK and USA made audio valves. Telephone
or fax for an immediate quotation.

LINN PRODUCTS LTD, Floors Road, Waterfoot,
Glasgow, G76 OEP, Scotland. Customer Helpline
0500 888909. LINN HI-FI faithfully captures the
source signal, nurturing and protecting 1t through
every stage of the playback chain. All you have to do
is listen to decide for yourself how good a sound
you want Call the LINN Customer Helpline free for
further information on LINN HI-Fi and LINN
RECORDS. or *o #nd your nearest retailer
LORICRAFT AUDIO. 4 Big Lane, Goose Green,
Lombourn. Berks RG 16 75Q. Tel. 01488 72267.
Speciafist restoration of 301 s and 401's using
genuine spares and re-manufactured parts to
original pristine standards i our newly built work
shaps aesignet arimarily for these purposes.

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD 83 Main Street,
Borwy, @ Wharsdale Norte Yorksare. LS21 7BU.
Tel 01943 864930. Distributors of High Quaity
audio products from Duson Elecironics, Totem
Loudspeakers, Jecklin Float Headphones and quality
recordings from Proprius. Prophone, Opus. MAP
and Swedsh Society IF ITS MUSIC YOU LOVE,
TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR LITERATURE
MICHELL 2 Theobold Street. Boreham Wood,
Herts, WD6 4SE For full information on our fuil
range of exceflent products including the Gyrodec.
Aecto, Is0, Argo and others piease telephone us on
0181 953 0771 Miche!l - Symbol of Precision
MONITOR DIRECT, Unit 80, Woolmer Trading
Estate, Bordon, Hants GU35 90F MONITOR, the
best in home Hi-Fi cabies and connections 1S now
available direct (mail order only). Call 01420
476767 or fax 01420 477137 for your free
catalogue Cable prices vary from 0 35p to £14 50.
We are now ofiering a “try before you buy” service
for gur mare expensiv ables

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO, Tel. 01773
762987 Design and manufacture of quality
anatogue audio. Were in the business because vie
reaise how important music 15 Our turntable arms
and cartridges sell the world over a commitment to
providing all our customer’s with the best of
analogue. we love music.

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for all makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS An elegant way to UPGRADE
Improves cianty. better BASS control. 3 Abbotts
Drive North Wembley, Middlesex HAQ 358 Tel:
0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTIBUTION
Tel Fax 01296 24756

PREMIER MARBLE LIMITED, Uncover the true
sound quaty and potential of your system Use the
natural benefits of granite and marble. These natural
materials offer better base definttion clarity and
natural sound staging capabilities CD/Turn-tabie
platforms custom made stands, sheives or
anything vou desire cut and polished to any shape
or size required

OUANTUM AUOLO LTO. PO Box 26. 1 Oliphant
Drive. Kiimarnock KA3 1JA Tek- 01563 71122 Fax
0563 71133 Quantum's craftsmen produce the
£899.99 MINSTREL 30 Watt, Uitra Linear, zero
feedback correction. integrated, fine level, valve
ampithier Don t buy any oid fashioned valve
amplitier before hearing the unique improvements
modern technology provides to valve sounds. AAn
audrtion witt immediately convince the hstener of the
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Minstrel's superiority

SELECT SYSTEMS (PERFECT PITCH MUSIC),
Hanworth Trading Estate, Hampton Road West,
Feltham, Middlesex, TW13 6DH. Tel: 0181 833
8662. Fax: 0181 893 4318. We manufacture the
Francinstien CD enhancement system, The Dacula
DAC and Pertect Digital and Analogue interconnects.
Perfect Pitch also provide freelance design
manufacture, prototyping and test, also valve and
solidstate specials. Trade enquiries weicome.

J E SUGDEN & CO LTD., Valley Works, Station
Lane, Heckmondwike, West Yorkshire, WF16 ONF.
Tel. 01924 404088. Manufacturers of hand crafted
audio products. A world of Music”. Cail or write in
for information on our SDA-1 Digital to Analogue
Converter, SDT-1 CD Player, A21a Class "A°
Amplifier, A25B Intergrated Amplifier, A48
Intergrated Amplifier, AuS1c Pre Amplifier, AuS1p
Power Amplifier and more.

REL ACOUSTICS, Unit 2, New Street, Bridgend Ind
Est. Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan, CF31 3UD. UK. Tel.
01656 768 777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax.
01656 766 093. international. +44 656 766 093. The
UK's only specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer.
The only one that works". Get your dealer to give
you a home demg and find out what the fuss is all
about.

REL. HARMAN AUDIO, Unit 2, Borehamwood Ind.
Park, Rowley Lane, Borehamwood, Hertts WD6
5PZ. Tel- 0181 207 5050 Fax 0181 207 4572. Sub
Base Systems - Rel Strata, Stadium, Stentor, Studio
RICHARD ALLAN AUDIO, Bradford Road, Gomersal,
Cleckheaton, W Yorks. BD19 4AZ. Tel. 01274
872442. Fax 01274 869935. Manufacturers of very
fmgh quality loudspeaker enclosures and drive units.
Examples being the £270 RAB series 2 as supplied
to the BBC and the 5° reviewed Minette 2 at £120.
SEQUENCE OESIGN LTD. 83 Main Street, Buriey-in-
Wharfedale, Yorkshire. LS29 7BU. Tel. 071 495
0775. Fax 0171 495 0281. Slim foudspeakers which
stand close 10 a wall or hang like pictures. “Likely to
cause a glint in the audiophile’s eye* {Audiophile);
the answer to a prayer....a bargain in the extreme®
(Hifi News). Available with light or dark grilles and
various solid wood finishes. From £199.95 a pair.
Calt or write in for an information kit and reviews re-
prints

SHEARNE AUDIO P 0 BOX 22, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire SG2 8HF, England Tel. 01438 740953,
New from Shearne Audio the Phase 3 power
amplifier AS0 watts per channel designed as an
upgradeable path for the Phase 2 integrated.
Owners of the Phase 2 can b amp via the pre outs
on the back of both units connecting the Phase 2 to
the tweeters of both speakers and Phase 3 to the
bass units The Phase can also be used to
complement ditferent systems.

TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC, Britannia House,
Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 1RJ. The Audio
equipment, rack and speaker stand specialist. For
information on our products please telephone or
write.

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best performing
hi-fi and afv accessories currently avaliable in the
UK. These include: Puresonic. best known for its
range of high performance interconnects and
connectors, and cable adapters for a wide variety of
hi-fi and a/v applications in its range; Tech-Link's
own brand Switch Boxes are the perfect solution to
multiple applications - for example, its highly
acclaimed TAS-1 is a very practical and inexpensive
way of switching your speakers between hi-fi and
home cinema systems; and Shark - a range of very
exclusive high quality cables, interconnects and
connectors

For more information . contact:Tech-Link at Units
1/2. 76a Farntey Road, London, SE25 6NX.
Tel:0181 771 8388, Fax. 0181 771 1840.
TRICHORD RESEARCH LIMITED Foliowing on from
the highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator
modifications the Pulsar Series One digital to
analogue converter. This unique design is part
multibit and part bitstream o give absotute finearity
over an exiremely wide dynamic range. Switchable
between 18 or 20 bit resofution this converter will
become the standard for CD replay. For details
telephone 10684)573524

WILMSLOW AUDIO LTO. Wellington Close,
Parkgate Trading Est. Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16
8DX. Tel. 01565 650605. Extensive range of drive
units and over 30 different designs of self-assembly
kits. Everything required for the loudspeaker builder
and four dem rooms to Histen to the kits in buit-up
form.

REPAIRS & DIY

SOUNOS AROUND, 1464 Clarendon Park Road,
Leicester. Tel: 01533 702442. New and used Hi-Fi.
Professional service repairs and accessories.
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KITS HAVE NEVER
BEEN SO GOOD!
NEW - K6L6 35W INTEGRATED £295

Ké6Lé6 - A high

performance 35watt
integrated valve )
amplifier using 6L6 A
beam tetrode valves.

It has four line inputs

and a tape output. It

is a compact design - |
that will fit inte any

system bringing

valve

transparency,

warmth and

detail. See P. 7

in this menth’s

supplement for

further

details.

t_E"h.,
|

K5881PSE KIT £650

An audiophile parallel-single-ended
valve amplifier at an affordable
price. K588 PSE uses the reliable
Russian 5881 output valve in
parallel-single-ended mode for
outstanding detail and atmosphere.
It produces | 7watts, enough to
drive most loudspeakers, making
high-end sound quality and design
available to everyone. Can be easily
monoblocked to give 32watts.

4W SINGLE-ENDED YALVE
AMP KIT £385

The 4W Single-Ended awplifier kit is a
lin2 level integrated amplifier. It comes
with three line level inputs and a tape
output. High quality components are
used throughout, including pelypropylene
signal capacitors, Alps volume: control,
custom C&K gold plated selector switch
etc. Valves are includec. K5881 KIT £395

A superb, Class A, 2Cwatt stereo
power amplifier that uses the Russian
5881 output valve, a military version
of the American 6L6, designed for low
distortion audio work.

Designed for long life, low running
costs and excellent sound quality,
K588 is sensitive enough to be used
with a simple passive pre-amp. or our

. : ! own line-drive pre-amp, and it
Tel- 0171 289 3533 matches modern loudspeakers well.
WARNING
ThlSF AR XPERT K NOLFOR [H XPERIEN L)




00B VALVE AMP KIT £850
This is a specialised 28watt amplifier based on the highly linear
3008 triode valve. Our 300B runs in Class A, giving one of the
most sweet, open and neutral sounds possible today. Matched with
good loudspeakers, it is unsuroassed. Alt parts are included in the
it, 2xcept valves since differeat 300B makes are available.

KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE
DRIVER LOUDSPEAKER

KLS3 uses extremely light anc stiff carbon fibre
cone drive units for a fast and accurate sound. A
dedicated 4inch carbon fibre midrange drive unit
provides the cleanest, smoothest and most detailed
midrange characterised by superb projection. Its
kigh 90dB sensitivity and near flat 8Q2 impedance
make it one of the easiest loudspeakers to drive.
Driva Unit & Crossover kit etc £350
Drive Unit Pack £230

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON-FIBRE
DRIVER LOUDSPEAKER

A two way standmounter using stagger-tuned
reflex loading fer good bass and light and fast
carbon fibre drivers.

Drive Unit & Crossover kit etc £230
Drive Unit Pack £120

KLS6 ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY
THREE WAY LOUDSPEAKER

KLSé6 is our most advanced loudspeaker to date
using a combination of Audax's HD-3P gold piezo-
electric dome tweeter ard High Definition Aerogel
{HCA) midrange and bass drivers. To provide
super bass depth and dynamics, an 8" HDA bass
drivar is used in a large, efficient reflex enclosure.
With 89dB sensitivity, and a smooth impedance
curve, KLS6é can be easily driven with amplifiers
capable of producing 20watts or more.

Drive Unit Pack £640
Drive Units & Crossover kit etc. £825

KLS 7 TWO WAY CARBON FIBRE
DRIVER FLOORSTANDER

A compact and affordable two way reflex
loudspeaker. KLS7's slim dimensions make it easy
to accomodate, but it uses light and fast carbon
fibre drivers, so performance isn't compromised.
An audiophile bargain.

Drive Unit Pacx £110
Drive Units & Crossove- kit etc. £195

Tel: 0171 289 3533

WARNING

HIGH TECH AUDAX DRIVE UNITS

This range of Audax drive units sees many modern Figh tech materials and
technologies that would normally be unavailable to the home constrictor.
We offer a small range of the highest quality drivers, including High

| Definition Aerogel (HDA) units, carbon fibre and three superb soft dome

tweeters.

CAST CHASSIS UNITS

3inch mid  4inch mid  6.Sinch bass/mid
8inch bass
HDA HMI00Z0 HMI30Z0 HMIZ70Z0 HM210Z0
CARBON FIBRE HMI30C0 HMI70CO0 HM210CO

FABRIC DOME TWEETERS

KLPI VALVE LINE
PREAMPLIFIER £345
The KLPI line level preamplifier uses one
of the simplest and most elegant circuits
to give a sound with remarkable clarity
and detai . The components are all high
quality and include Military Spec. Russian
valves, Alps potentiometer,
polypropylene signal canacitors, silver
plated copper wire etc.

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO
PREAMPLIFIER £495

KLPP! has five line inputs, a tape input witk
monitor, and a unique low noise valve
MM/MC phono stage. There is a switchable
subsonic filter to prevent output
transformers of valve amplifiers saturating.
The line stage has gain, so it will drive any
power amplifier. Audio grade components
are used and many parts are custom made
for highest quality.

KLPP| nas a super clear sound, sweet and
detailed through line and phono inouts.

TWO025M0 (25mm 92dB suitable for z-way systems!
TWO025MI (25mm 92dB suitable for 3-way systems’
TWO034X0 (34mm 93dB a large dome with powerful sound)

OVAL GOLD DOME TWEETER HD-3P (complete with crossover. Works
extremely well with HM{00Z0 - ultra flat response from 400Hz to 20kHz.)

DEMONSTRATIONS!!

Selected World Audio Design Products are on demonstration at:

2nd Audio Horsham Hi-Fi
|7 Maritime Court, 28 Queensway,
Harboro Rd, Horsham,
Sale. W. Sussex.
Tel: Andy on Tel: Jeff on
0161-969-0460 01403-251587

Please ‘phone before you visit

THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. S_ee page 85 for order form...




As the world's leading cartridge

campaign audio design

Getting a better more involving sound
often means spending a lot of hard earned
money. It's such a waste, because every
system can benefit from our cables and
accessories. at a fraction of the cost of some
new “black box™. Here are some of the
ways we can help.

We have Oxygen Free Copper
| | interconnects (£12.48) up to High Purity
—_— - — Silver cables (£89.00) and high definition
loudspeaker cables in Silver plated Copper or Pure Silver. Our mains cables . o

add weight. power and scale, and with non inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and get I'he most OUI' Of your hl-fl System .
over voltage protection (£3.00) enhance performance still further. Gold plated

AV cables, both RF (£19.95) and Scart (£23.52). help bring picture quality in

line with NICAM sound resolution.

Valves, capacitors and transistors are all microphonic, they cannot perform
optimally if vibrated. Our set of three Brass Isolation cones (£5.00) are worth
their weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hither to
hidden beneath electronic noisc. We also have a cure for your noisy fridge or
central heating motor (£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise
suppressor, which has been giving you that “sat upon sound™ for years.
There’s lots we can do to bring you closer to the emotion and energy of the

performance. So confident are we, that we offer a 14 day money back
guarantee.

manufacturer, we would recommend

that you invest in a little silver disc to

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudne Road (HW)
Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401

Trade and International Enquiries Welcome.

‘ADONIS KIT AMPLIFIER" A

(RSN
20 WATTS PER CHANNEL PURE CLASS MILITARY SPEC 5881
A TRIODE COUPLED INTEGRATED SF BT OUTPUT TUBES
AMPLIFIER S
— * AUDIOPHILE INTERNAL
CUSTOM DESIGNED | COMPONENTS INCLUDING ALPS
TRANSFORMERS.

| POTS, BEYSCHLAG RESISTORS,

| NIPPON, CHEMI CON CAPS, GOLD

PLATED SOCKETS, HIGH QUALITY
CABLING

2.4 MM DOUBLE SIDED 20Z COPPER
PLATED CIRCUIT BOARDS

4 AND 8 OHM TAPS FOR OPTIMUM

- SUPERB WELDED CHASSIS AND
SPEAKER MATCHING |

TRANSFORMER COVER

ALL THIS FOR THE ASTOUNDING PRICE
OF £495 INC VAT.

A FULL BUILD UP SERVICE IS ALSO AVAILABLE.

Arion Acoustics believe that the Adonis is one of the easiest kit amplifiers to build. Full
instructions are supplied along with drawings to make the constructors job as simple as

possible. Arion can also supply a kit which includes a soldering iron, solder and multimeter at
a very competitive price.

* SPECIAL THE FIRST 50 AMPLIFIERS WILL BE SUPPLIED WITH POLISHED STAINLESS STEEL CHASSIS AND 4

OFFER CHROME KNOBS AT NO EXTRA CHARGE.

Arion Acoustics Ltd., * Unit 1 * 35 Farlough Road * Newmills ¢ Co. Tyrone ¢ Northern Ireland » BT71 4DU
Tel. 01868 748632 « Fax. 01868 748281 « Int. Tel. (44) 1868 748632 « Int. Fax. (44) 1868 748281
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WARNING
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS

CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE KITS.

|

ORDER FORM
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO DESIGN, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 EX
Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620

240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where stated.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX CONCERNED
‘BUILT - we can supply the amplifiers built up and tested by an approved service, for safety and guaranteed performance to specification.

WARNING - World Audio Design Ltd will accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties and
based on our designs.

DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS.
(inc VAT& carriage) (net)

NEW 35W integrated valve amplifier

KIT K6L6-K240/120 L £295 £255

4W single-ended integrated amplifier

KIT 4WSE-K240/120 £385 £330

BUILT 4WSE-B240/120 £585 £495

K5881 20W push-pull valve power amplifier

KIT K5881-K240/120 ‘ £395 £350

BUILT K5881-B240/120 £595 £550

K588 IPSE | 7W single-ended valve power amplifier

KIT K5881PSE-K240/120 £650 £555

BUILT K588!PSE -B240/120 £850 £725

300B 28W valve power amplifier
(prices do not include valves)

KIT 300B-K240/120 £850 £725
BUILT 300B-B240/120 £1150 £950
KLPI line level preamplifier

KIT KLP1-K240/120 £345 £295
BUILT KLP1-B240/120 £545 £465
KLPP 1 full valve phono preamplifier

KIT KLPP{-K240/120 £495 £425
BUILT KLPPI-B240/120 £695 £595
KLS3 3-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS3-C £350 £300
Drive Units KLS3-D £230 £200
KLS4 2-way carbon fibre driver standmounting loudspeaker

Drive units + Crossover kit etc KLS4-C £230 £200
KLSé 3-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS6-C £825 £700
Drive Units KLS6-D £640 £545
KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker

Drive Units + Crossover kit etc KLS7-C £195 £170
Drive Units KLS7-D [ £110 £95

AUDAX DRIVE UNITS (P&P Extra, please add £5.75 for individual units or tw;eters, otherwise add £10)
High Definition Aerogel

3inch midrange HMI100Z0 £35 £30
4inch midrange HMI130Z0 £45 £40
6.5inch bass/mid HMI70Z0 £50 £45
8inch bass HM210Z0 £60 £55
Carbon Fibre

4inch midrange HMI130C0 £40 £35
6.5inch bass/mid HMI170C0 £45 £40
8inch bass HM210C0 £55 £50
Fabric Dome Tweeters

25mm 92dB for 2-way systems TWO025M0 D £15 £13
25mm 92dB for 3-way systems TWO025MI £l6 £14
34mm 93dB - powerful sound TWO034X0 £25 £22
Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter HD-3P £225 £195
NAME: | enclose cheque/postal order for £

ADDRESS: made payable to World Audio design Ltd.

| wish to pay by Access/Visa. Debit my account no:
[

Expiry date: | I

POST CODE: TEL: T

CREDIT CARD ORDERS TELEPHONE 0171 266 0461 (24 HOURS)  Signature ey N
OVERSEAS PRICES AND DETAILS METHODS OF PAYMENT
All our kits can be supplied overseas excluding the European Community, free of UK International money order in Sterling, Visa, Mastercard/Access, Local Currency at agreed
tax (VAT). However, allow for your own local import taxes (custoins duties) and for exchange rate by registered mail.
carriage charges, which must be added to our net price, Payment in advance. Contact us for details.
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Simon Hopkins

SAISORO, DEREK AND
THE RUINS

Saisoro

TZ7205 0

@ This is an inspired pairing and no
mistake. And, with all due respect to
Japanese noise sculptors The Ruins, it
gives this column the chance to sound
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off at some length about one of the
most remarkable figures in modern
music.

What can be said about Derek
Bailey that hasn’t already been said a
thousand times already? The English
guitar player emerged in the mid sixties
as a key figure in a group of radical
young jazz musicians who very
deliberately cut all links with the 50 year
history of the genre and attempted to
forge a new, totally spontaneously
created music which would avoid the
clichés of stylized jazz improvising, and
the fetters of idiom generally.

The groups and individuals on the
scene - Bailey, Evan Parker, the
Spontaneous Music Ensemble, Trevor
Watts, the late, great John Stevens, the
Music Improvisation Company (the list
runs on and on) achieved their aims
with varying degrees of success, but
always with a depth of intelligence and
grace. Their music was distinguishable
from other contemporary sounds
through its violent and often
deliberately cacophonous feel which
originated in urban America (the ‘New
Thing’) and Europe.

As time moved on, a lot of the
members have moved onto more
regular pastures. Dave Holland and
Kenny Wheeler, both cohorts of
Bailey’s in the Spontaneous Music
Ensemble, are now rightly renowned for
their adept, highly lyrical post bop
improvising which has made them
natural label mates at ECM. Stevens
himself, the SME’s leader (in as much as
one individual could be) spent much of

the seventies writing and playing an
enthusiastically ethnic blend of jazz rock.

Of all these musicians, Bailey, along
with soprano and tenor saxist Parker,
are the two who stand out as having
pursued the most dogged, singular
course, albeit along very different lines.
Parker's greatest contribution has been
the mammoth body of live and pre-
recorded solo saxophone work which
has built up over the years. Despite the
highly modern and esoteric nature of his
solo performances, Parker still crops up
on more predictable occasions, such as
with the gleeful, hard swinging Kenny
Wheeler Big Band or that master of
manic depressive pop, Scott Walker.

And what of Bailey? It is Bailey's
background which makes Saisoro what
it is, that is an intriguing and dazzling
record. It seems to me that Bailey's
great contribution to contemporary
music is two fold. Firstly, and crucially,
for this gets overlooked so often it's
painful, Bailey is one of the most
significant innovators on the world's
most horrendously over played
instrument to have emerged in the last
three decades, or more. If you were to
sit down and make up an objective list
of the most significant guitar players
since Django Rheinhardt, then sure
you'd have Charlie Christian and Jimi
Hendrix and Robert Johnson and
probably John McLaughlin and possibly
Ry Cooder - and unquestionably Derek
Bailey.

Call me a late starter, but | first saw
Derek Bailey perform live in the mid
eighties and experienced a true
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revelation. Hearing and seeing Bailey
for the first time is to have one’s
expectations and assumptions about the
guitar turned on their head (and for a
guitarist, this can seem like having your
world turned upside down). He is
astounding.

Ironically, it is not really the jazz
community - and definitely not that
most conservative of breeds, jazz guitar
players - who have taken Bailey’s playing
to their heart. Instead he is looked up
to by a whole generation of young rock
guitarists who grew up sufficiently in the
shadow of punk to despise the clichés of
virtuoso rock guitar playing, yet wanted
more than the limited resources of
punk. Sonic Youth’s Thurston Moore in
particular has led the cheer leading and
you can certainly hear it in his playing.

Bailey’s other contribution has been
in his tireless evangelizing on behalf of
all improvised music. His record label
Incus (originally a partnership with Evan
Parker, but now all his own work) has
been chronicling spontaneous music
making for two decades or more. His
book, Improvisation, recently revised,
remains an essential text. It is a huge
survey of the practice of musical
improvisation in diverse areas of music
and a call to arms for would be
improvisors around the world.

But his single most important
endeavour for over twenty years was
the organizing of Company Week, an
annual festival of separate concerts
during which various groupings of
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musicians from a central pool would,
unrehearsed, and often meeting each
other for the first time in their lives,
spontaneously create whole new
musical hybrids. The players could come
from any backbround: from jazz and, of
course, from Free Improv, but also from
heavy metal or contemporary classical,
and any number of traditional, ethnic
folk and classical styles.

As with all spontaneous creativity,
not all these gatherings turned out to be
successful, but when they were, they
were mesmerizing. Watching a good
Company performance could be like
watching new life come into the world -
nothing less than miraculous.

And now to discuss Bailey’s most
recent collaborators. The Ruins are
drummer vocalist Yoshida Tatsuya and
bassist Masuda Ryuchi (Yoshida being
the mainstay). They are a typically
Japanese hybrid of Western hi and lo
brow rock influences, a kind of punk
rock thrash metal outfit with a serious
King Crison - or Magma? - hang up.
Their records on assorted Japanese
labels and New York’s Arthouse, punk
home of the hit ‘Shimmy Disc’, paved
the way for a host of Japanese noise
freaks and Western Japophile genre
misfits.

Recorded last year in New York,
and unfortunately available only as a US
import on John Zorn’s latest venture
Tzadik, Saisoro is either a ridiculous,
coyly postmodernist debacle in which
two mutually exclusive, if not acually
hostile, musical philosophies come head
to head just to make a point; or (and I'm
with this camp) a meeting as inspired as
that of Tony Conrad and Faust. In other
words a meeting of idiomatically
different but spiritually aligned artists.

Frankly, it's a blast. On ‘Yagimbo',
Bailey spins a spider’s web of a guitar
solo around strident, punkish rhythms.
On ‘Shivareyango’, Yoshida's opera
singer in a torture chamber shrieks rip
out of beautiful, ethereal guitar drones.
On ‘Quinka Matta’, heart stopping guitar
harmonics overlay splatter punk
hardcore drumming. Other influences
are evident in ‘Odangdoh’ and
‘Zomvobischem’ which recall Arto
Lindsay’s late 70s art punk outfit DNA
with their lurching, stop start drumming
and scratchy guitar.

You get the picture. Saisoro’s series
of seven vignettes make up one the
most enjoyable albums this reviewer has
come across in a good while.

The best Magma freak Jap punk band
meets brilliant eccentric English
experimenter - record of the month, at
least. Make the effort to hunt this one
down. Essential.

UNVERSAL SOUNDS GF AMERICA

SUN RA AND THE SOLAR ARKESTRA

MAR

BYRON MORRIS AND UNITY

record reviews

FL VGL TR

VARIOUS ARTISTS
Universal Sounds Of America

HFSOUL JAZZ RECORDS S)RCD27

@ | can’t think of many compilations
that we've reviewed in this column over

‘the years. Yet in every area of

commercial music, multi artist
compilations have come to dominate
the market place. Now the general
critical tendency would be to see this as
a worrying trend, but in truth, for ali the
throw away TV advertised pap (today’s
major label major earner, tomorrow's
car boot sale fodder) there occasionally
emerges a various artists collection
which instantly captures the zeitgeist. it
is, after all possible to crystallize a
whole bunch of diverse music critical
perspectives, or simpiy present an
audience willing to listen with a fresh
take on music they already know.

With Universal Sounds of America,
Soho's cottage industry, Soul Jazz
Records, have gathered together a
whole bunch of American Jazz from
around the mid 70s, which straddles
Free Jazz and Jazz Rock. The man on the
moon artwork of the cover perhaps
sums up this album better than any
standard term - this is pure psychedelic
jazz. The collection brings together
certainly some names one would
expect: Sun Ra’s ‘Solar Arkestra’ with a
stunning epic take on the bandleader’s
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classic call to cosmic enlightenment,
‘Space is the Place’. This features the
blasting tenor and soprano sax of
Pharoah Sanders; the Art Ensemble of
Chicago are at their very best with a
very Arethaesque Fontella bass topping
off the weirdly funky proceedings.
Joining them are rarer finds from David
Durrah, Marcus Belgrave, Steve Reid,
and Butch Morris.

This collection stands out against
many of pop music’s satellites, such as
trip-hop, which are keen to invoke the
spirit of 70s psychedelic jazz. This set
opens a window on an underground of
extraordinary music which has idled too
long in obscurity. Let’s hope they're
hard at work on Volume 2.
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Simon Cooke

ROBERT TROLVERS QURRTET

AL GREY / SLIDE HA)

ROBERT TROWERS QUARTET
Point Of View
CCD 4636

@ There are great trombonists, as well
as great ‘bone-led bands. As an
instrument, it lends power and weight
to the brass section, providing a good,
stable platform for the rest of the
players. However it will never - and |
mean never - be a lead instrument for
that same reason. Authority is earned
through speed and flexibility, both
essential for a lead player, whose job is
to interest and involve the listener.

On the other hand, thin,
compressed recordings of the ‘bone are
more of a rarity than those of tenor
(and especially alto) sax. If you can
afford the time to state notes fully - as
with trombone - you give the recording
technicians something to get their teeth
into, so to speak. Still, even the best
recording can't replace the sparkle of a
performance originally blown on the
‘bone, the same way that your ‘speakers
won't resolve what's been lost by a
lacklustre component earlier in the
system. You know that and luckily so
does everyone associated with this
recording.

Okay, so it takes eight tracks to
really come alive and from a total of
eleven, I'll admit that’s a lot.
Nevertheless, slowness is not
disappointing per se because the ability
of the musicians on these tracks comes
through right down the line. Robert
Trowers fronts with Al Grey; Slide
Hampton and Fred Wesley gust on two
tracks, each on trombones; Richard
Wyands is on piano, Marcus Mclaurine
on bass and Gene Jackson on drums.
Even during those first eight tracks
there are moments of beauty when one
or other of the musicians suddenly
shines. However, it never really takes
off until Trowers’ own ‘R&B’, which is

merely a precursor to Fats Waller’s
‘The joint is jumpin’ (track 10). Here it
all comes together in a storming take on
an old standard which shows Trowers
at his best. Overall, it's an album of
well-played jazz which will appeal to
trombone lovers, but few others. A pity.

TRIBUTE TO LEE MORGAN
Lee Morgan Tribute Band
NYC 61016 ~

® From trombone to trumpet, and
into a racier, more driven, modern
mode. In fact, the trumpet here is
provided by Eddie Henderson, who
brings the required virtuosity and deep
lyricism to Morgan’s compositions.
Morgan’s tunes are classics of their time
and deceptively easy to play. It's good to
hear a band of this pedigree tossing
these tunes around. The band behind
(around and sometimes in front of)
Henderson, are Grover Washington Jr.
and Joe Lovano, on soprano and tenor
sax respectively, Cedar Walton on
piano, Peter Washington on bass and
Billy Higgins on drums. The nine tunes
kick off with ‘The Lion and the Wolff’
and roam through ‘Sidewinder’ and
‘Speedball’, ‘You don’t know what love
is’ - taken beautifully slow - and ‘Ca-Lee-
So’, to conclude with ‘Search for the
New Land'.

Everything is here. The recording is
beautifully clean and images detail
limpidly. There’s really very little more
you could possibly expect from a CD,
unless you want an autographed copy.

HI-FI WORLD



AVON

AUDID EXCELLENCE 65 Park Street, Bristol BS1 5PB.
Tel. 01179 264975 Fax.0179 251327.All that's best in
hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part exchange,
in house workshops, full credit facilities with interest
free on selected items. Tuesday - saturday 9.00 -
5.30. Closed monday.

PAUL GREEN HI-Ft LTD. Kensington Showrooms,
London Road, Bath. Tel. (01225) 316197. Musical
Fidelity, Krell, Creek Rogers, Quad, Cust. car park.
Best selection in the West.

V'AUDIO, 36 Druid Hill, Stoke Bishop, Bristol, BS9
1EJ. Tel. 01272 686005. ATC, Acoustic Energy,
Ruark, AVI, Exposure, Pink Triangle, Wadia, Audio
Innovations, SME (incl 20A), Chord Amps,
Michell AMC, Analoge Electronics, Cadence Valve,
Jamo, LFD, REL, Sansui, Sonic Liftk, Stax, Townsend,
Audio Technica, Goldring, Ltra, Drtofon, Sumike.
Dems by appt only. home trial facilities, free install.
service facilities.

THE RIGHT NOTE, We specialise thriughout the West
Country and Wales in giving advice and
demonstrations in your own home, where you can
best judge the benefits. Your long-term satisfaction is
our aim. Brands stocked for their excellent sound (not
just a passing review), their reliability and suppliers’
back-up: Lumley Reference (amps and speakers),
Michell, Drelle, CAT, Stratosphere, Graaham,
Magnum Dynalab, Transfiguration, NEAT, Sequence,
Cogan Hall, Silver sounds, MAF, Atacama Air Pods
efc ... Tel: 01225 874728 and 01426 315092

BEDFORDSHIRE

TECHNOSOUND LTD, 79 West Street, Dunstable,
Beds. Tek: 01582 663297 - See our main entry under
Bucks.

RICHARD'S AUOID VISUAL, 4 Greyfriars Bedford.
Tel: 01234 365165. Stockists of: Arcam, Audio
Innovations, Audioquest Aura, Beyer, B&W, Bose,
Celestion, Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz, Mission,
Moth, Musical Fidelity Nakamichi, Driofon, Pioneer,
Pro-Ject, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser, Systemdek,
Target, Thorens, Van den Hul & more! Expert friendly
service : Listening room. Pioneer Reference Point.
Visa/ Access.

BERKSHIRE

NEWBURY AUDID, 2 Weavers Walk, Northbrook
Street, Newbury, Berks, RG13 1A1. Tel. 01635 33929.
Linn, Creek, Epos, Denon, Nakamichi, Shahinian,
Marantz, Micromega, JPW, Ruark. Single speaker
dem room. Appt. necessary, Home trial facifities, free
install. service dept, late appts. Access/Visa, interest
free credit subject to status. 6 days 9,30am - 6.00pm.

ASTLEY AUDIO, Wallingford, 01491 839305. See our
entry under DXFDROSHIRE

AUDIO ILLUSIDN 23 Langley Broom, Langley, Berks,
SL3 8NB. (2 mins. Junc 5 off the M4). Ample free
parking. Tel. (01753) 542761: Fax. ((1753) 772632.
Air Tangent: Apogee: Audio Alchemy: Audio
Research: Classe: Copland: Davidson Roth: Densen:
Earmax: Jadis: Koetsu: Kora: Krell: Lineaum: Martin
Logan: Micro Seiki: Mirage: Musical Fidelity: PS
Audio: Sonus Faber: Sumiko: Target: Theta: Wilson:
Puresonic, Siltech and Transparent Cables: WBT.
10.00AM-10.00PM Monday - Saturday (by
appoi ). Dedicated fistening room, Home
demonstrations, Free installations, Part exchange,
Mail order service, All major credit cards accepted,
We can tailor a system at a price you can afford - for
friendly expert advice give us a call. For a current list
of Second hand and Ex. Demo bargins see our
monthly ad.

BUCKS

D.L. CHITTENDEN LIMITED, 59-61 The Broadway,
Chesham, Bucks, HPS 1BX. (Opposite Boots). Tel;
01494 784441 Phiilips, Denon, Kenwood Canon
Audio, Koss, Wharfedale,Mitsubishi, Target, Grundig,
QED, Mordaunt-Short, Toshiba, Dolby Pro-logic
Systems, Nicam TV and Video, Surround Sound, AV
Systems. Showroom Demeonstrations from expert
and friendly staff. No appointments necessary.
Service Department. Credit faciilitiies available. Open
8.30 to 5.30 Mon-Sat.

AUQIO INSIGHT- 53 Wolverton Rd, Stony Stratford,

Mitton Keynes, Bucks - 01908 561551 -See our main
entry under Technosound.
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DEJAC HIFI Consultants, 21 the Broadway, Did
Amersham, Bucks, HP7 OHL. Tel. (01494) 433173
AMC, Arcam, Bose, Meridian, Quad, Denon, NAD,
Tannoy, Mission, TOL, 2 dem rooms, Appts
necessary, Free installation, Tricity finance, Instant
credit, open 9.30-5.30 pm. including Saturdays.

NDRTHWOOD AUDID 11, 98 Cambridge St, Aylesbury,
Bucks HP20 1BA. Tel. 01296 28790 (A/P). Selected
sounds from Alchemist, Aura, Boston, B & W, Cabletalk,
Castle, Celestion, Denon, Exposure, Gyrodek, Harman
Kardon, Heybrook, Marantz, Micromeha, Monitor Audio,
Moth, NAD, Nakamichi, Rose, Rotel, Royd, Ruark,
Systemdek, Tannoy, TOL, Thorens etc ect. Export orders
welcome. 2 Dem rooms. Credit facilities available.

TECHNOSOUND LTD, 7 Granville Square, Willen,
Milton Keynes. MK15 9JL Tel: 01908 604949.
Audiophile Hi-Fi Specialists. All major brands stocked
from Arcam to Yamaha. Demonstration facilities and
expert advice. Mon-Sat 9.30 - 5.30 late night Friday.
Credit Cards accepted. Finance available.

CAMBRIDGE

CAMBRIDGE HIF, 1-3 Hawthome Way, Chesterton,
Cambs. CB4 1AT. Tel. 01223 67773. Kenwood,
Pioneer, Ariston, Kef, Technics, Yamaha, Marantz,
B&W, AR, Mordaunt-Short, Bose. Single speaker dem
room. Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30pm. Closed Monday. Free
install, service dept. Vis/Access credit facilities.

UNIVERSITY AUDIO, 1-2 Peas Hili, Cambridge. 01223
354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon,
Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, 1
single speaker. Home trial, free install, Service Dept.
VISA, ACCESS, AMEX, Credit Terms. Dpen 9-5.30

CHESHIRE

CONGLETON HIF), 1/1A Duke St, Congleton, Cheshire
CW12 1AP. (01260) 297544. Arcam, B&W, Denon,
Epos, Kef Reference, Linn, NAD, Nakamichi, Onix,
Royd, Target, Yamaha, etc. Superbly appointed single
speaker demo facilities. No appointment necessary,
home trials, free installation. 2 year guarantee on all
equipment. Access, Visa, Amex, all usual credit
facilities. Dpen Mon-Sat 9.30-6pm.

SWIFT HI-FI, St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz, Nad,
Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver, JP.W. M.
Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics, Audiofab, Castle.
Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No pressure. BADA member.

THE HI-FI SHOWROOMS,(12A West Str,
Congleton Cheshire (01260) 280017, 1 Stanley St, Leek
(01533) 383780, Celestion, Creek, Exposure,Royd,
Naim Audio, Musical Fidelity, Project, Rotel, Ruark,
Tannoy, Technics. 5 Dem Rooms, No appts necc, Home
trial, Free install, Service dept.Access, Visa, Lombard
Tricity. Open 9-5:30,Closed Wed.

HALE HI-FI, 2 Bold St, Hale Road, Altringham,
Cheshire WA14 2ER, Tel:0161 929 0834. Open Mon -
Sat 10am-6pm & later by appointment. Specialising
in equipment by: Naim, Quad, Royd, Nad, Denon plus
selected others. Large range of quality accesories. On
site service department, Installation & delivery. Home
demonstrations a pleasure

ASTON AUDID, 4 West Street, Alderley Edge,
Cheshire. Tel. 01625 582704. Products include: Bang
& Olufsen, Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Epos, Meridian, Micromega, MF Mission, Nakamichi,
Quad, Rotel, TDL & other leading brands.
Demonstration Rooms, Installation Service, Interest
Free Credit, Access, Visa. Dpen Mon-Sat

CHRIS BRODKS AU0ID, 29 Gaskell Street, Stockton
Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN. Tel (01925)
261212. Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-rooms. credit
facilities. All credit cards. Established 1978. Total
absence of bulls* *1. Linn Specialist.

PRACTICAL HI-FI , 88 Bridge Street, Warrington,
WA?1 2RF. Tel:- 01925 632179. See our main entry
under Preston, Lancs.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Stockport Road, Cheadle,
Cheshire. Tel (0161} 428 7887 and 12 Shaw Road,
Digham, Manchester DL1 3LQ Tel (0161) 633 2602.
Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio Research, Martin Logan,
Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi, Denon, JPW, Marantz,
Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms, free install,
VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and A.V. installation
10:00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, till 8:00 Thursday.

NORMAN AUODIO LTO. 106 Victoria Street Crewe CW1
2JT Tel. 01270 211091 Fax. 01270 250794 See main
ad also under Lancs. for our agencies

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO, 29 Gaskell Street, Stockton
Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN. Tel (01925)
261212. Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-rooms. credit

facilities. All credit cards. Established 1978. Total
absence of bulls**t.

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 86/30 Boughton, Chester, CH3
SAQ. Tel. 01244 345576. All that's best in hi-fi
carefully selected and demonstrated by friendly
knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all budgets.
Delivery and installation, home dems, part exchange,
in house workshops, full credit facilities with interest
free on selected items. Tuesday - Saturday 9.00 -
5.30. Closed Monday.

ACOUSTICA, 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH Tel:
01244 344227, All that's best in Hi-Fi from Linn,
Naim, Arcam, Audiolab, Ruark, Rotel and many more.
Multi room systems from Linn Knekt. Superb
demonstration facilities, home demonstrations and
installation a pleasure. We offer the best products,
the best service and the best sounds. Dpen Tuesday
to Saturday, evenings by appointment.

CLEVELAND

GILSON AuDIO LTD, 172 Borough Rd.,
Middlesbrough. {01642) 248793. Micromega,
Exposure, Arcam, Mission, Cyrus, Denon, Marantz,
Rotel, Pioneer, Audiolab, Tannoy. Demonstration
facilities in main shop and one demonstration reom.
Appointments necessary. Home triaf facilities. Free
installation on request. Service department.
Access,Visa H.P. 10-5-6 days.

ACTION ACOUSTICS, 155-157 High St., Redcar,
Cleveland TS10 3AN. 01642 480723. Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Denon, Harman Kardon,
JBL, Michell, Musical Fidelity, Pink Triangle, Rogers,
Sugden, SonicLink, Townsend, TOL, Thorens etc.
Dem room appointment nec. Home Trial, Free
installation, service dept. Int. free credit facility.
Access, Visa & HP. Open 9.15-5.30

CORNWALL

RJF AUOID VISUAL, 84 Pendarves Street, Tucking Mil,
Camborne, Cornwall. TR14 8NJ. 01209
710777/612260. Audio Analysis, Audio Innovations,
JBL, Teac,TOL, Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nacamichi, B&W, SME, Micromega, Pink Triangle, Pro-
ject, Perception, Sugden, Harman Kardon, Triangle.
Intergral dem/showroom and special home dems.
Appts nec, home trial, free install, service dept. All cards
Switch and Transax. Dpen Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION, Viaduct House, Victoria
Viaduct, Carfisle, CA3 8EZ. Tel (01228) 22620. Bang
& Olufson, B & W, Castle, Sonic Link, Quad, NAD,
Yamaha, Sony. Rotel. Demo Suite. No appts nec.
Home trial facilities. Free installation. Service
Department 9 - 5.30 Mon - Frid, Thurs 9-1, Sat9-5.

PETER TYSON,6 Abbey Street, Carlisle, Cumbria, CA3
87X. "Cumbria's premiere hi-fi centre’, Part exchange
welcome. (01228) 46756. Linn, Musical Fidelity,
Cyrus, Marantz, Denon, Philips, Nakamichi, Technics,
Pioneer, Creek and more. Dem Rooms. Dems withut
obligation. Home trial. Free installation. In-house
sefvice dept. Access, Visa, HP. 9-6.30pm

PRACTICAL HI-FI, 106 English Street, Carlisle, CA3
8ND Tel:- 01228 44792 See our main entry under
Lancaster.

DEVON

THE HI-FI ATTIC, 58 New George St., Plymouth,
Devon. PL1 1RR. 01752 669511. We stock most
leading brands including Linn, Arcam, Denon,
Pioneer, Musical Fidelity amongst others, and have an
expent enthusiastic staff. Premises include attractive
hi-fi and home cinema demonstration rooms. We

offer free installation and credit facilities {written
details on request) also a fully equipped service
department. We can also provide a mail order service
for all your LaserDisc requirements. We accept Visa,
Access, Amex.

UPTON ELECTRONICS, 31 Torquay Road, Paignton,
Devon TQ3 3DT Tel- 01803 551329. Pioneer
Reference Point Dealer, Sony, Technics, Harmon-
Kardon, Drelle, Kinshaw, Creek, Quad, NAD, Target,
Alphason, Tannoy, Morduant-Shon, Castle, TOL,
JPW, Royd, Sequence, Canon, Monitor-Audio,
Micromega, Project, Chord, Van Den Hul, Jamo. Full
range of accessories etc.. Demonstration room,
Home dems, Free delivery and installation. PX
available. Own In-house service dept, Gompact Discs,
Access, Visa, Amex. Credit facilities. 9.00-5.30 9.00-
1.00 Wed.

DERBY

STRAD TRADITIONAL AUDIO, 29 Meadowfield,
Whaleybridge, nr Buxton, Derbyshire. SK12 7AX. Tel.
01663 733383. We construct custom made
reproductions of classic 1950's loudspeaker
enclosure designs using authentic blueprints. These
have never been bettered for valve amplification.
Requests for specific designs considered and
researched. Superb new speaker units from Richard
Allan and Lowther are used.

ACTIVE AUDID, 12, Dsmaston Street, The Spot,
Derby. Tel: 01332 380385. Fax: 0332 385185. We
have three studios including a dedicated Audio Visual
studio for the demonstration of quality equipment
from the largest range in the Midlands. Dpen six days
per week. Dwn service department. Free local
delivery, home trial facility. Current special offers and
buyers fact pack and quotation on request.

DORSET

SUTTONS HIFI, 18 Westover Road, Bournemouth,
Hants. Tel. 01202 555512. , Arcam Audiolab,
Audiotechnica, Chord, Celestion, Denon, Infinity, Kef
Reference, Linn, Mission, NAD, Qed, Rotel Rel,
Sennheiser, Seny, Target, Yamaha and others. 2
listening rooms. Home Cinema Free deliverey and
installation. Home demonstrations.Open Mon-Sat 9.00-
5.30. BADA Member. Two year guarentee on HI-Fi.

ESSEX

AUDIO T, 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill, Ifford.
{0181) 518-0915. Great Value on Aiwa, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, Li~n, ., Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Micromega, Rotel, Sony,
Technics, Yamaha & more. Tues/Thur/Fri 10-7.
Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day
free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening reoms. Home Cinema. BADA Bonded.

BRENTWOOD HI FIDELITY, 2 Ingrave Road,
Brentwood, Essex. CM15 8AT. Tel: 01277 221210.
Aura, Audio Innovations, Castle, Chord, Crimson,
Denon, DNM, E.A.R., Impulse, Marantz, Miissien,
Micromega, NAD, Pink Triaangle, Project, QUAD,
Ruark, Rehdero, Shearne Audio, Systemdek, Tannoy,
TOL, Thule Audio Single speaker dem rooms, home
trials,dems and installations. Mon-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Access, Visa, service facilities. Simply THE place to
visit if you're serious about music.

RAYLEIGH HIFI,Chelmsford,216 Moulsham St.01245
265245. RAYLEIGH HIFI, Rayleigh,44a High Street.
01268 779762. RAYLEIGH HIFI, Southend, 132/4
London Rd. 0702 435255.0ver 21 years experience of
supplying the best."The best dealer, the best Hi-Fi
equipment, the best service™ Carefully selected Hi-Fi
from : Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Linn,
Meridian, Mission, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, Rega,
Roksan, efc.etc.... 3 years guarantee on Hi-Fi systems.
0% credit facilities.

PAGE 89 PAGE 91 WORCESTERSHIRE
AVON, BEDFORDSHIRE, LONDON, GREATER
BERKSHIRE, BUCKS, MANCHESTER, PAGE 97
CAMBRIDGE, CHESHIRE, MERSEYSIDE, MIDDLESEX, WEST MIDLANDS,
CLEVELAND, CORNWALL, NORFOLK, YORKSHIRE (SOUTH),
COUNTY DURHAM, NORTHAMPTON, YORKSHIRE [WEST),
CUMBRIA, DEVON, DERBY ~ NOTTINGHAMSHIRE, SCOTLAND, EDINBURGH,
DORSET, ESSEX OXFORDSHIRE ABERDEEN, AYRSHIRE,
GLASGOW, INVERNESS,
PAGE 90 PAGE 92 TAYSIDE, , IRELAND,
GLOUCESTERSHIRE, SHROPSHIRE, SOMERSET, DUBUN, BELFAST, COUNTY
HAMPSHIRE, STAFFORDSHIRE, SUFFOLK, ~ DOWN, LONDONDERRY,
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COLVILLE HIFI - RHYTHMS 8, Market Square, South
Woodham Ferrers, Chelmsford, Essex, Cm3 5xa. Tel:
(01245) 325125/Fax: (01245) 328748 Products:-
Yamaha/Marantz/Musical Fidelity /Tannoy/Morduant
Short/Tdl/Toshiba/Cable Talk/Ixos/ Alphason/
Sennheiser/Pioneer & More. Tv,Video, Cinema Sound.
Friendly Advice. Dem Rooms. See It Hear It And
Believe It At Rhythms - For Beautiful Sound & Vision
Without The Blues!

SEVENDAKS HIFI 1 The Grove Centre, Witham, Essex,
Tel 01376 501733. The UK’s leading independent hi-fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days,
with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home
trial and installation by arrangement. Major brands
stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, *Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC, and
Yamaha.

GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AUDID EXCELLENCE, 58 Bristol Road, Gloucester,
GL1 5SD. Tel. 01452 300046 Fax. 0452 310680.A1l
that's best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated
by friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities
with interest free on selected items. Tuesday -
saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed monday.

AUDID T, 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham. (01242)
583960. Great Hi-Fi on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Denon,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30.
3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. Part exchange. Selected Interest Free
Credit. Listening room. BADA Bonded.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 24 Pittville Street, Cheltenham,
Gloucs. Tel 01242 241171, The UK's leading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality products for discerning
customers. Open six days, with dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, Epos, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel,
Ruark, TEAC and Yamaha.

THE RIGHT NOTE - Bath for specialist advice and
home demonstrations. See Avon.

HAMPSHIRE

HOPKINS HI F1, ‘FOR THE BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE'
experience home cinema sound with Technics, Denon
and Kenwood. Award winning products. Now on demo
at HOPKINS HI-FI. 38-40 Fratton Road, Portsmouth,
Hants, PO1 5BX. Tel. 01705 822 155, Fax. 0705 830 753

AUDID T, 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256)
24311, Great Valve on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus,
Denon, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Migsion, Naim,
Nakamichi, Sony, Technics, Yamaha & many more.
Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery
& installation. 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit.
Listening room. BADA Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LIMITED, 2-12 Hursley Road,
Chandlers Ford, Hants, S053 2FU. Tel Southampton
(01703) 252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home
Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound Demonstration
Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8’ wide screen.
Brands stocked include ARCAM (incl. Xeta), Audiolab,
Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Gradient,
Infinity, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Polk, Quad,
Rotel, Seleco, Sennheiser, Soundstyle, Tannoy, Target
Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha. Established 1969, we
offer a 2-year Guarantee covered by our own well-
equipped Service Dept. We have a large FREE car
parking facility and we are located within 3 miles from
Junction 14 (M3M27 Interchange) and Junctions 13
(M3) and 5 (M27). Closed Mondays, except in
December. Late Night: Thurs to 8pm. BADA Founder
Member. All deposits fully covered by BADA Bonding.

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDID, 37 Whitecross Road, Hereford, HR4
0DG. (01432) 355081. Arcam, A.T.C., Audiolab,
Audion, B&W, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus Centre, Denon,
Exposure, KEF, Marantz, Michi, Micromega,, Mission,
Musical Technology,, NAD, Nakamichi, Pink Triangle,
Pioneer, REL, Rotel Ruark, John Shearne, SME, Stax,

DECEMBER 1995

Systemdeck TOL, Yamaha. Single speaker dem room,
home trial facilities, free installation, service dept,
Access/Visa, Credit arranged. Open Mon-Sat, 9.30-
5.30pm .BADA members.

SEVENDAKS HIFI 478 St Albans Road, Watford,
Herts. Tel 01923 213533. The UK's leading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality products for discerning
customers. Open six days, with dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available {detaits
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC and Yamaha.

HERTFORDSHIRE

DAVID ORTON AUDID VISUAL, 6-8 Bancroft, Hitchin,
Herts. Tel- 01462 - 452248. Mission, Cyrus, Denon,
Pioneer, Marantz, Aura, Kenwood, Rotel, Ruark,
Celest ion, JVC, Polk and many more. Open Mon-Sat
9.30-5.30. All major credit cards accepted. Finance
availabie. (See our main advert pg 106).

DYNAMICS, Welwyn, Herts - Europe’s largest stockist
of ex-dem and second hand equipment. High End
Audio - Bought, Sold or Exchanged. Many items in
stock. (see our main ad pg. 128). Efficient servicing
Dept. All items guaranteed. All major credit cards
accepted. Please telephone 01438 - 714038 for
appointment.

GOSPEL MUSIC AUDID, 32a High Street, Kington,
Herefordshire, HRS 3BJ.(01544) 230254. Alphason,
Allison, Revolver, Luxman, Yamaha, QED Audio,
Systemline.

STUDID 82, 82 High Street, Harpenden, Herts ALS
2SP. 01582 764246. Fax 0582 467022. ATC, AVI,
Arcam, Aura, Audiolab, B&O, Denon, Epos, Marantz,
Mission, Naim Audio, Nakamichi, Quad, NAD etc.
Quiet single speaker dem room. Appts nec. Home
trial, free installation. Service dept. Visa, Access and
finance terms. 9-5.30 Mon-Sat.

THE AUDID FILE, 27 Hockerill St., Bishop's
Stortford,Herts, CM23 2DH. Tel 01279 506576. Fax
0279 506638. Linn, Naim, Roksan, Quad, Rega,
Mission, Arcam, ProAc, Marantz, Sony etc. 4 dem
rooms, installation service. Min 3 year warranty, 0%,
BADA.

REVOX Service & Repairs, Suite 10, Smugoak
Business Centre, Lye Lane, Bricketwood, Herts. AL2
3UG. Tel 01923 893711. Seventeen years experience,
ex-Bauch. Authorised agents for Revox products,
sales and spares. All repairs carried out are
guaranteed. Fast turnaround. Any enquiries telephone:
01923 893711,

RADLET AUDID, 9 Holywell Hill, St. Albans, Herts,
AL1 1EU. Tel. 01727 855577. Mark Levinson,
Proceed, Proac, Tube Technology, Teac, Audiolab,
Stax, ATC, Audio Alchemy, EAR, Sumiko, Quad, JBL,
Denon, Creek, Michell, Micromega, XLO, Alchemist,
B&W, Ruark, LFD and many others. Home trial
facilities, free installation, Service Dept., Visa/Access,
0Open 9.30 - 5.30 Mon - Sat.

HUMBERSIDE

Zen Audio Georrge Street Hull Tel. 01482 587397.
“Comfortable listening rooms. Home dems. Free
installations. Agencies include: Audiolab, Audio
Innovations, Aura, Audion, Denon, DNM, D.P.A.,
Cable Talk, Heybrook, JPW, Kar, Neat Petite,
Micromega, Michell, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Ruark,
Rotef, Royd, Sugden and many more.”

KENT

JOHN MARLEY HI-FI CENTRES, Dover - 01304
207562. Arcam, Audiolab, Aura, B&W, Heybrook, JPW,
Proac, Pioneer, Rotel, Ruark, Tanngy, Technics. Dem
rooms and home trial facilities. Mon-Sat, 9-5.30 clos.
Thurs. Free install. Credit to £1,000. Access, Visa and
credit charge. Service Dept.

KIMBERLEY HIF!, 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath, Kent.
Tel 0181 3043272. Pioneer, Technics, Kenwood,,
Marantz, Denon, NAD, Aiwa, Tannoy, Mission, Rotel,
Wharfedale, Castle. Separate dem room, no appt
necessary. free installation, service dept, instant credit
facilities. no earty closing.

V.J. HI-R1, 29 Guildhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel: 01303-
256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, J.B.L.,
Pioneer, Philips, Aiwa, Marantz, Musical Fidelity,
Quad, Yamaha, Denon and much more besides. Full

audio and home cinema demonstration facilities. Fully
bonded BADA members.Interest free credit available
(Subject to status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00

V.J. HI-FI, 119 High St Margate Kent Tel: 01843-
226977. Stockists of: Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Tannoy,
J.B.L, Sound Effects Range, Musical Fidelity Yamaha,
Denon Meridian, Sound style and Target Equipment
Racks. Full audio and home cinema demonstration
facilities.Fully bonded BADA members.Interest free
credit available (subject to status) Open Mon-Sat
9:00-5:30

THE WESTGATE HI-FI, 2 Station Road West,
Canterbury, Kent. 01227 769329. Suppliers of quality
hifi equipment including : Arcam, Akai, Aura, B&W,
Denon, Jamo, JPW, Mordaunt Short, NAD,
Panasonic, ProAc, Quad, Rotel, RuArk, TDL,
Technics,Tannoy. Part exchange. Listening room.
Service and repairs. Credit facilities. Access/Visa.
Open 6 days 9-5.30.

DOVER HI-FI, 43 High Street, Dover. Tel: Dover
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment
including; Arcam, Akai, Aura, B&W, Denon, Jamo,
JPW, Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasanic, ProAc, Quad,
Rotel, RuArc,TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange.
Listening room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities.
Access/Visa. Open 6 days 9-5.30.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE, EDC, 138 pelham
Road Gravesend, Kent DA11 OJH. Tel: 01474 569601.
Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC, Jamo.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE, EDC, 109 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7JH. TEL: 0181 298
7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC, Jamo.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 28 St Johns Road, Tunbridge
Wells, Kent. Tel 01892 531543. The UK's leading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality products for discerning
customers. Open six days, with dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (detsils
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC,
and Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 4 Railway Street, Chatham, Kent.
Tel 01634 846859. The UK's leading independent hi-fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days,
with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home
trial and installation by arrangement. Major brands
stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Musical Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC, and
Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HIFI 20a Lower Bridge Street,
Canterbury, Kent. Tel 01227 462787. The UK's
leading independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality products for discerning
customers. Open six days, with dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission, NAD,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC, and Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 109-113 London Road,
Sevenoaks, Kent. Tel 01732 459555. The UK's ieading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality products for discerning
customers. Open six days, with four dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC and Yamaha.

LANCASHIRE

MARTON MUSIC, 5 Masterson Ave, Read, Bumley BB12
7PL.Tet- 01282 773198. Demonstrations of stereo and
AV systems in large comfortable lounge using
equipment from AVI, ATC, RUARK, YAMAHA, MARANTZ,
SEQUENCE, plus a range of custom built speakers,
including Transmission Lines; home demo's encouraged
before buying, free installation when required. Agent for
LIBERTY INSTRUMENTS IMP/m and AUDIOSUITE
loudspeaker testing systems. Ring anytime for
appointment, free advice or chat... we never close.

ORPHEUS AUDID .. Less between you and the music
.. Arion Acoustics * Audiomeca (Piérre Lourng) «

Audio Alchemy « AudioNote « Audio Synthesis «
Burmester « EA.R « Cabasse « Lieder » Ortofon o
Project » QED » Teac » Triangle « YBA » Boulder «
Acarian Systems « Sonic Link s Beyer s Sennheiser ¢
Audio Quest * Demonstrations. by arrangement in
Standish , Lancs. or in your own home without
obligation Tel: 01257 473175 (evening calls weicome)

PRACTIAL HI-FI, 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:- 01772
883958. The audio visuat specialist, expert advice,
instant demonstrations, best prices, instant free
credit, part exchange welcome. Extended warranty.
Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon, Sony,
Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission, Kef,
Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of LaserDiscs.

PRACTICAL HI-FI, 84 Penny Street, Lancaster, LA1
1XN Tel:- 01524 39657 - See our main entry under
Lancaster.

PRACTICAL Hi-FI', 33/35 Knowsley Street, Bolton,
Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main entry under
Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI, 10 Preston New Road, Blackburn,
BB2 1AW Tel:- 01254 691104. See our main entry
under Lancaster

PRACTICAL HI-FI , 81 Whitegate Drive, Blackpool,
FY3 9DA Tei:- 01253 300599. See our main entry
under Lancaster.

NORMAN AUDID,131 Friargate, Preston,
Lancashire,PR1 2EE. Tel. 0772 253057 Fax. 0772
562731. Marantz, Pioneer, Yamaha, Audiolab, Arcam,
Mission, Cyrus, B & W, Kef. Send for your catalogue.
Home cinema dem room plus three sales areas. No
appt necessary, free install. service dept. instant
credit subject to status. Open 9.30-5.30 late night
Wed- 8pm.

WIRRAL HIFI (Audio Consultants) 17 Shore Bank,
Wirral, L62 10B TelFax: 0151 645 4621. We believe
in valve for money. That's why we only stock audio

. equipment that has been carefully selected for its

price, build, & most important excellent sound
quality. The following manufacturers offer all this:
DPA, MAGNUM, MOTH, ORELLE, ROSE, TEAC,
AUDIO SYNTHESIS, AUDIO ALCHEMY, BASE,
CASTLE. For friendly advice, free local delivery, &
installation, demonstration facilities by appointment.

LEICESTER

LISTENING INN, 6 Hotel Street, Leicester. Tel. 01162
623754. fax. 01162 623758. Arcam, Audiolab,Cable
Talk, Chord Co, Creek, Denon, Epos, Heybrook, Kef,
Linn, Micromega,Nakamichi, Onix, Rotel, Royd. 4
Dem Rooms. Open 10.00-5.30 (Six days.).

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664 823282.
Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology, Ruark,
UKD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-Rax. As
you can see from our agencies, we are open-minded
and able to present diverse options for your appraisal.
Unbiased and unhurried demonstrations by
apppointment incl. evenings and weekends.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 94 Granby Street, Leicester. Tel
0116 255 7518. The UK's leading independent hi-fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for disceming customers. Open six days,
with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home
trial and installation by arrangement. Major brands
stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad,
Rotel, Ruark, TEAC, and Yamaha.

HARROW AUDID, 27 Springfield Road, Harrow. Tel:
0181 863 0938 or Fax: 0181 863 2443. We stock
scores of leading brands including Arcam, Audiolab,
Aura, Denon, KEF, Mission, Marantz, TOL, Tannoy
and Yamaha. Next Day Carriage Free Mail Order (UK).
M&S Voucher scheme. Free Colour Brochure upon
request. Knowtedgeable staff with 90 years combined
experience! Plus 2 year Guarantees and BADA
Bonded. TOP TAPE main dealer with 1000's of tapes
and also a “Simply The Best" member.

CLASSIQUE SDUNDS, “Vintage Hi-fi Specialist”.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME, Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mabile) any -
time Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61
Aylestone Drive, Leicester, LE2 8QF.

HI-FI WORLD



LINCOLNSHIRE

BOSTDN HI-FI CENTRE,65a Wide Bargate, John
Adams Way, Baston, Lincs PE21 6SG. Tel: 01205
365477. Quad, Nakamichi, Arcam, Marantz, NAD,
Castle, Tannoy, Rogers etc. Separate demonstration
studio inc. home cinema. Free instaflation. Access,
Visa, Tues-Sat 9-5 pm.

COTTAGE AUDID, 17 Bridge Street, Saxilby, Nr
Lincoln. LN1 2PZ. Tel: {01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVI, Chord amplifiers, Harbeth,
LFD, Michell, Origin Live,Kinshaw, QED, Royd,
Sansui. Sequence, Something solid, Sonic Link, etc.
Demonstation rooms. Home trial facilities. Free
installations and above all a personal, friendly service.
STAMFORD HIFI CENTRE - 9 Red Lion Square,
Stamtord, Lincs. PE9 2AL. (01780) 62128. Pioneer,
Technics, Cyrus-Mission, Rotel, NAD, Yamaha,
Kenwood, Marantz, Quad plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert Advice, Comparator
demonstrations, part-exchange Hifi purchased for
cash. No app*s necessary. Home trial facility, free
installation. Service Dept. Mastercard, Visa and credit
charge. Mon-Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursdays.

LONDON

ANALOG AUDID, 849 High Road, Finchly, N12. (0181)
445 3267 For friendly service and advice. AR, AKG,
Allison, AT, Cerwin, Vega, Denon, Dual, Harmon
Kardon, Jamo, Infinity, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel,
Revolver, Sonab, Teac, Thorens, Tannoy, Wharfdale,
Yamaha. Speaker cables and accessories. Free
installation. service

AUDIO CDNCEPT, 27 Bond Street, Ealing, W5 5AS.
Tel: (0181) 567 8703. Acoustic Energy, Audiolab,
Aura, B&0, B&W, Boston Acoustics, Canon, Castle,
Denon, Dual, Evolution, Infinity, JPW, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Manitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,
Nakamichi, Onix, Quad, Revox, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul..Two
dem rooms. Interest free credit, free local delivery &
installation, service department. ‘Hi-Fi Specialists
without the attitude’

AUDID T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Aiwa, Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, Nakamichi, Rotel, Sony,
Technics, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 10-6 Late
Thurs until 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free
upgrades. Home demanstrations. PX. Selected
Interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

AUDITDRIUM, 119 Middlesex Street, Bishopsgate,
London E1 7JF. Tel: 0171 247 5000. Full range of
equipment from Arcam, Bang & Olufsen, Cyrus,
Denon, Dynavector (amplifiers & cartridges), Epos,
Kef, Micromega (including 3.1, 2.1, transports, BS2,
Pro2 DACs and Stage) Mission, Naim, Neat, REL,
Shahinian, Well Tempered Turntables, and Xlo. Open
Monday to Friday 10.30am to 7.00pm and Saturday
11.00am to 4.00pm. Two minutes walk from
Liverpool Street Station

GOLF ELECTRONICS, 311 Kentish Town Road. NW5
2TJ Tel 0171 482 2518. Fax 071 284 3381.
Authorised dealers for : Sony, Pansonic, Aiwa, Aakai,
Mitsubishi, Philips, Grundig, Bose. We carry an
extensive range of hardware from Walkmans to
camcorders, including a wide range of TV and video
equipment. Free local delivery & installation on
selected items. Open 10-6 Mon-Sat. We regularly
have special offers on different products. A visit to
GOLF ELECTRONICS could save you ££€s

HIF) & COMPONENTS, 84 Battersea Rise, London,
SW11 1EH. (0171) 223 1110. Oenon, Tannoy, NAO,
Rotel, Bose, Dual, QED, Wharfedale,Jamo, Celestion,
Kenwood, Ortofon, Infinity, Shure, to name but a few!
Established over 29 yrs. Appts necessary. Service
dept. 10-6 (closed Weds)

HIFI EXPERIENCE, 227 Tottenham Court
Road,London W11. 0171 580 3535. Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian,
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TOL, Thorens, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity and many more. Open
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 96 on Sat. Service dept, Credit
facilities, defivery and free instaflation.

KAMLA ELECTRDNICS, 251 Tottenham Court Road,
London W1P 9AD. Telephone. 0171 323 2747. Fax.
071 637 2690. Acoustic Research, Aiwa, Akai,
Albarry, Alchemist, Alphason, Audio Alchemy, Audio
Innovations, Audio Technica, Audioquest, Aura,
Audiostatic, B&W, Cerwin Vega, Conrad Johnson,
CopenHagen, Furukawa, Goldring, Infinity, I1X0S,
JPW, JVC, KEF, Kenwood, Kuzma, Lynwood, Maxell,
Micromega, Mitsubishi, Monster, Mordaunt Short,
Moth, Nakamichi, Oracle, Ortofon, Panasonic,
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Pioneer, Project, QED, Rotel, Ruark, Sansui, Stax,
TOK, and many more!!

K J WEST ONE, 26 New Cavendish St,, London W1M
7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452. Two hi-
fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts pref. Home
trial. Installation by arrangement. Service dept. Major
credit cards. Interest free credit on selected items.
Major brands stocked: Arcam, Audio Alchemy, Audio
Innovations, Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W
Castle, Chord, DPA, Harbeth, Harman Kardon, KEF,
Klipsch, Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, Meridian,
Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical Fidelity, Nitty
Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel, Sonus Faber,
Stax, Tannoy, Theta. Open 6 days.

CONNECTIDNS, 13 John Prince’s Street, London WM
9AH. Tel. 0181 348 5676. Dealers in : Absolute, Audio
Note, Audioquest, Deltec, Harmonix, Kimber, Mandrake,
MIT, Sittech, Symo, Van den Hut, WBT and athers.

THE LISTENING RODMS, 161 Old Brompton Road,
London SW5 OLJ. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax (071) 370
0192. Linn, Quad, Meridian, Nakamichi, Arcam,
Audiolab, Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio Research, Krell,
Wadia, Theta, Apogee, Martin Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy,
Systemdek, Stax, Pink Triangle, Michell, Monitor Audio,
Yamaha, Marantz, Kef, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission,
Denon, Neat Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

THE CORNFLAKE SHOP, 37 Windmill Street London
W1P 1HH. Tel.(0171) 631 0472 Fax (0171) 436 7165.
Tues-Sat 10-6, Thurs 10-7. The specialists for the
highest quality of sound, for one room or many more.
Full advice & installation service available. Multiroom
specialists & worldwide mail order service. Brands
carried include: ATC, AVI, Rega, Naim, Mark
Levinson/Proceed Royd, and many more......

MUSICAL IMAGES, 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. {0181) 952 5535 . See advert under
Middlesex for more information.

MUSICAL IMAGES, 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex. Tel.(0181) 569 5802. See advert under
Middlesex for more information.

AUDIO T, 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead,
London, NW3 1SQ. (0171) 794 7848. Fax (071) 431
3570. Great Hi-Fi from Adcom, Arcam, Audiolab,
B&W, Denon, Epos, Marantz, Meridian, Michell,
Mission, Philips, Rotel, Proac, Micromega, Nakamichi,
Yamaha, & many more. Mon-Sat 10-6. 3 year
guarantee on Hi-Fi. Free defivery & installation. 30 day
free upgrade scheme. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. 2 listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

DRANGES & LEMDNS, 61-63 Webbs Road, Battersea,
SW11. Tel: 0171-924 2040. Juicy fruit from London's
newest, freshest Hi-Fi/Home Cinema retailer. Telephone
demonstrations, or just op in. All the usual ie. friendly
and efficient service, free home installation, credit
cards, 0% credit finance available, plus...all the very
best from Cable Talk, Chord Co, Denon, Epos,
Micromega NAD, Naim, Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rote!,
Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle, Stands Unique and more.

ZEBRA, 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon. Tel:-
0181 - 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest Home
Cinema Store. 3 Demonstration Rooms. Laser Disc
CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many brands stocked
including Arcam, Audiolab, Merdian, Lexicon, Kef,
Pioneer, Rote!, Yamaha, REL and Panasonic. Mon-Sat
9.30-6.00pm. All major credit cards accepted. Finance
available. Evening demonstrations by appointment.

SELECT AUDIO, London for Mirage, VPI, Ortofon
cartridges, Mark Levinson, Jeff Rowland, Proceed,
Sumiko Transfiguration, Magnepan, Lyra plus more, 3
single speakers Listening room by appointment only.
Tel: 0181 986 8788 , 10-7pm closed wednesday.

RECITAL, 289 New Kings Road, London SW6 4RE Tel
0171-731 0340. t0 unlock the potential in your music
collection hear it through one of our carefully chosen
hifi systems. equipment by: Adyton, Alchemist, Arion,
ATC, Audio Alchemy, Audiomecca, Audio Physic, AVI,
Boulder, Cat, Celestion, Chario, Chord Co, CRO,
Densen, Graham, Harman, Heybrook, Lumley, Michell,
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Orelle, Ortofon,
Ruark, Triangle, Trilogy.

SEVENOAKS HIFI 403 Kings Road, Chelsea, London.
Tel 0171 352 9466. The UK's leading independent hi-
fi and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
p for di i . Open six days,
with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home
trial and installation by arrangement. Major brands
stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castie, Cyrus,
Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark,
TEAC, and Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HIFI 162 Powis Street, Wootwich, London
Tel 0181 855 8016. The UK's leading independent hi-fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for disceming customers. Open six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted, 0%
finance available (detaits upon request), home trial and
installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad, Rotel, Ruark,
TEAC and Yamaha.

GREATER MANCHESTER

THE AUDIO COUNSEL, 12 Shaw Road, Oldham,
Manchester OL1 3LQ Tel (0161) 633 2602 and 14
Stockport Road, Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428
7887. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio Research, Martin
Logan, Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi, Denon, JPW,
Marantz, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem reoms, free install,
VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and A.V. instalfation
10:00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, tifl 8:00 Thursday.

DRPHEUS AUDIO, Less between you and the music ...
Arign Acoustics ¢ Audiomeca (Piérre Lourné) ¢ Audio
Alchemy e Burmester « E.AR ¢ Cabasse * Kinshaw ¢
Lieder ¢ Ortofon e Project » Teac ¢ Triangle ¢ YBA »
Boulder « Acarian Systems * Sonic Link  Beyer ¢
Sennheiser ¢ Audio Quest » Demaonstrations by
arrangement in Standish , Lancs. or in your own
home without obligation Tel: 01257 473175 (evening
calls welcome)

PRACTICAL HI-FI 65 Bridge Street, Manchester M3 380
Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry under Lancaster

BILL HUTCHINSDN HIF1, 50-52 Deansgate, Manchester
M3 2FE. (0161) 8321600. For the largest selection of HiFi
and audio visual equipment in the North West. Specialist
AV. demonstrations of the highest quality. Best prices
guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and an optional 5
yr guarantee avaitable. Instant credit and mail order
service on offer throughout the U.K. Pioneer, Denon,
Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy
plus many more.

MIDDLESEX

PURE SOUND/ THE AUDID RDOM, We specialise in
high quality valve and solid state amplification, with
matching quality speakers and signal source
compaonents, and we cover London and the South
East. Call us for a personnel demonstration of some
of the finest equipment around. We offer too many
brands to list here but they include Audio Note, Arion
Acoustics, Audio Innovations, Lumley, Impulse,
Townshend, Pink Triangle, Audiomeca, XLO,
Micromega, Framewaorks... 01784 458176/ 0181 893
4485

AUDIO T, 159A Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-3132.
Great Hi-Fi from Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, Rotel,
Yamaha and many more. Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30.
3 year Hi-Fi gurantee. Free delivery & instaliation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free. 2 Listening Rooms. Home
Cinema Specialists. BADA Bonded.

MUSICAL IMAGES, 45 High Street, Hounslow,
Middlesex. Tel.(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (081) 569 6353.

MUSICAL IMAGES, 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
Middlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (081) 952
5535. Most brands available - see full page advert.
Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo rooms.
Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open all week. A
Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order. Part exchange.

AUDIO T, 159a Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-3132.
Great Vatue on Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Celestion,
Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega,
Mission, NAD, Nakamichi, Rotel, Sony, Yamaha &
many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-
Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
Interest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
specialists. BADA Bonded.

SEVENDAKS HIFI 7 Genotin Road, Enfield, Middlesex.
Tel 0181 342 1793. The UK’s leading independent hi-
fi and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days,
with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home
trial and instalfation by arrangement. Major brands
stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Quad,
Rotel, Ruark, TEAC and Yamaha.

. NORFOLK
PROTECT-A-DISC, Unit 4, Elvin Way, Sweetbriar
Industrial Estate, Norwich, NR3 2BB. Tel: 01603
482193 Producers and suppliers of finest quality card
record and CD sleeves with taped edges, poly-lined or
unlined, mailers and cruciforms etc. Please send SAE
for tull current price fist. Trade enquiries welcomed.
Tel: 01603 482193.

NORTHAMPTON

THE AUDIO SHOP, 6 Hilt Street, Raunds, Northants,
NN9 6NN. Tel: 01933 622325. Rotel, Denon,
Marantz, Philips, Kinghaw, Moth, Pro-ject, Royd, TOL,
JPW, Bose, Wharfedale, Goldring, Ortofon, Chord Co.,
Van Den Hul, Audioquest, QED, Sound Org., Beyer,
Sennheiser, etc. Service dept., Home Demos., Free
Installation, Easy Parking, Open 9:30am to 5:30pm
{closed Wednesdays).

LISTEN INN, 32 Gold Street, Northants NN1 1RS. Tel.
01604 37871. Fax 0604 601430. Naim, Linn, Rega,
Audolab, Arcam, Cyrus, Royd, Nakamichi, Mission,
Denon, Rotel, Nad, Heybrook, Marantz, Chord Co. etc.
etc., Open 10.00 - 5.30 (Closed Thurs)

THE AUDID SHDP, HI-Fi Specialists. Appointed
stockists of:- Ariston, Creek, Denon, Dual, Goodmans,
JPW, Mordaunt-Short, Rotel, Royd, Tannoy. 6 Hill
Street, Raunds, Northamptonshire. Tel:- 01933
622325

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

PETER ELLIS AUDID, 29 KIRKGATE NEWARK NOTTS
NG24 1AD TEL 01636 704571.C astle. Arcam,
Sugden, Tannoy, T.D.L., Musical Fidelity, Heybrook,
Morduant Short, Teac, Marantz, Stemfoort, Yamaha,
Denon, + more - Demo room, P-ex, Service Dept, free
installation. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch. Mon - Sat
9.00-5.30 closed Thus pm.

CHANTRY AUDID, 18-18a Eldon Street, Tuxford, Nr
Newark, Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777 870372. Pink
Triangle, Absolute Sounds, Micromega, DPA,
Alchemist, CD developments, SME, Meridian, Ruark,
Rotel/Michi, Audion, Monitor Audio + much more.
Three demo rooms inc. Home Cinema, home trial,
free installation, service dept. Access, visa, credit
facilities, Mail order, Mon-Sat §.30-6.00, Sun and
evenings by appointment.

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE, 12G-122 Alfreton Road,
Nottingham. Tel:- 01602 786919. Over 25 years
experience, superb demo rooms, extensive range, free
parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

AUDID T, 19 Old High Street, Headington, Oxford
(01865) 65961. Great Vatue on Aiwa, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Linn, Marantz, Meridian,
Micromega, Mission, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony,
Technics, Yamaha & more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-
5.30. Thurs until 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day
free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free. 2 listening
rooms. Home Cinema, BAOA Bonded.

DVERTURE HIFI, 3 Churcn Lane, Banbury,
Oxfordshire. Tel: 01295 272158. Consult the experts
for the Best advice on matters Audio. Choose from
Arcam, Audioquest, Bose, Denon, Epos, Heybrook,
Kef, Linn, Mission, Naim, Nakamichi, Quad, Yamaha.
2 t0 5 year warranty. Installation specialists. Superb
demonstration facilities. Open six days. Members of
the Guild of Master Craftsmen and BADA.

WESTWDOD & MASON, 46 George Street, Dxford.
Tel. 01865 247783, Creek, Marantz, Naim, Arcam,
Rotel, Rega, Epos, Tannoy, Mission, Nakamichi,
Denon, Aiwa, Quad, Yamaha, Monitor Audio. Open
9.30-5.00pm. Dem room. Closed Thursdays.

ASTLEY AUDID LTD, 3 Marketplace, Wallingford (3
miles from Berkshire border). 01491 839305. Aura,
B&W, Technics, Panasonic, Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony,
Yamaha, Denon, Dual, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy. 1
listening room. Home trial, free installation. Service
department. Access, Visa, Amex, Qiners. Instant
credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30, Sat 9-5. Records & CDs
stocked.

SEVENOAKS HIFI 41 St Clements, Oxford. Tel 01865
241773. The UK's leading independent hi-fi and home
cinema retailer, specialising .n quality products for
discerning customers. Open six days, with dedicated
single speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms.
Major credit cards accepted, 0% finance available
(details upon request), home trial and instaliation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Mission,
Monitor Audio, Musical Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark,
TEAC and Yamaha.
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SHROPSHIRE

AVON HIFI, 12 Barker Street, Shrewsbury,
Shropshire, SY1 1QJ. Tel. 01743 355166. Aiwa,
Beyer-Dynamic, NAD, Quad, B&W, Mordaunt-Shert,
Kenwood, Bose, Nakamichi,Onkyo, Teac, Sennheiser.
Dem room. Home trial. Free install. Service dept.
Access/Visa. £1,000 instant credit. Mon, Tues, Wed,
Fri, Sat9-5.30.

SHROPSHIRE HIFI, St Michaet Street, Shrewsbury,
Shrops. SY1 2ES. Tel. 01743 232065. Stockists of
Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Shert, Sony, Kenwood,
Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac. Audio Visual.
Products available. Open 9.30 - 5.30pm Mon-Sat.

W. Dwen Est 1901 58 Market Street Oakengates
Tefford Shropshir Tel. 01952 613818. “Audio/Video
specialists. Pioneer, Reference Piont, Kenwood,
Sony, Akai, B & W, Bose. Oolby Pro-Logic Specialist-
16:9 screens in stock. Free installations and home
deliveries.”

STAFFORDSHIRE

ACTIVE AUDIO, 95, Stafford Street, Hanley, Stoke-on-
Trent, Staffs. Tel: 01782 214994. Fax: 07682 283346. We
have four studios including a dedicated Audio Visual
studio for the demonstration of quality equipment from
the largest range in the Midiands. Open six days per
week. Own service department. Free local defivery, home
frial facility. Current special offers and buyers fact pack
and quotation service on request.

ACTIVE AUDID, 29, Market Street, Tamworth, Staffs. Tel:
01827 53385. Fax: 0827 59513. We have two studios
including a dedicated Audio Visual studio for the
demonstration of quality equipment from the largest
range in the Midlands. Open six days per week. Own
service department. Free local delivery, home trial facilty.
Current special offers and buyers fact pack and quotation
Service on request.

SUFFOLK

AUDID IMAGES, 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield, South
Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 6JL. Telfax: 01502 582853.
Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth, JPW,
Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon, Yamaha surround
sound. Audio Innovations, plus the amazing
ROTHWELL range. Separate dem room, no appts nec.
10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat.

SIGNALS Martlesham Heath, Ipswich.Tel:(01473)
622866see display advertisement for brands.
Turntables, high end CD drives/DAC’s as well as
integrated players, valve and sofid state amplification,
wide range of cables and loudspeakers. Home
demonstrations/equipment trial service. Please
telephone for directions and to book appointment.

BURY AUDID, 47 Churchgate Street, Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk, IP33 1RG. Tel. 01284 724337. Arcam, Audio
Alchemy, Heybrook, Marantz, Michell, Meridian,
Nakamichi, Pink Triangle, Quad, Rotel, Sonus Faber,
Stax., Tube Technology,. Single speaker dem room. Free
install. Credit facilities. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00, closed Wed.
Evening dems by appointment.

EASTERN AUDID, 41 Bramford Road, Ipswich, Tel.
01473 217 217. Fax 0473. 215705. Quad, Arcam,
Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel, Marantz,
NAD, Sony, Rogers, Nakamichi, Systemdek,
Technics, Celestion, B&W, Tannoy, Morel Thorens
and Top Tape. Also stock a wide range of
accessories. usual credit facilities. A BAOA dealer.

ANGLIA AUDID Dedicated to top quality Hifi since
1971. Neaar Beyton Bury St Edmunds 1P30 9AZ.
Quality systems buikt to your specification. Telephone
(01359)270212. Open 9-6 closed Thursday. Open
other times by appointment and evening dems can be
arranged.

SURREY

SPALDINGS HI-F], 352-4 Lower Addiscombe Rd.,
Croydon, Surrey. 0181 654 1231/2040. 3 dem rooms
and home dem. Free installation/credit. Linn, Naim,
Quad, Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy,
Marantz, Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6, Tues 9-8, . Service
dept. (3 Dem rooms incl. A.V. 0% credit).

PJ HIFI, The HIFI Shop, 3 Bridge Street, Guildford,
Surrey GU1 4RY. Tel. (01483) 504801. 9-6 Mon-Sat.
Linn, Meridian, Rega, Arcam, Quad, Revox, Musical
Fidelity, Rotel, NAD, Nakamichi, Marantz, KEF,
Reference etc.

ROGERS HIF, 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey,
(01483)61049. Aiwa, Creek, Denon, Dual, JPW,
Marantz, Onix, Pioneer, Systemdek, Ruark, Tannoy,
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Teac. Dem facilities available, no appts necessary,
free installation, service dept. Access/Visa. Instant
credit upte £1,000 subject to status. Monday-
Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by appt.

SURREY HIF, 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey, RH9
8LS. (01883) 744755. Specialist Hifi outlet,
demonstration room and parking available. Quad,
Audiolab, TDL, Tube Technology, Rel Acoustics,
Nakamichi, Kef, Thorens, Musical Fidelity, Van Den
Hul cables, Bose, Sennheiser, Beyer headphones,
Marantz, Denon, Michell, Van den Hul, Musical
Fidelity, Tannoy, Target, JPW. Single speaker dem
rooms. Free installation service dept, Access NVisa
/Mastercard. Open 9-6pm. Closed all day Wednesday.

SEVENDAKS HI-FI 369-373 London Road, Croydon,
Surrey. Tel 0181 665 1203. The UK's leading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality preducts for discerning
customers. Open six days, with dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available (details
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Meridian, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidelity, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, TEAC, and Yamaha.

SEVENDAKS HIFI 73b North Street, Guitdford, Surrey.
Tel 01483 36666. The UK's leading independent hi-fi
and home cinema retailer, specialising in quality
products for discerning customers. Open six days,
with dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration reoms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home
trial and installation by arrangement. Major brands
stocked include Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Michell, Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical
Fidefity, Quad, Rote!, Ruark, TEAC and Yamaha.

SUSSEX (EAST)

THE POWERPLANT “Brighton’s Leading Hifi Shop®.
66 North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273 775978.

“Comfortable listening rooms. Knowledgeable and

approachable staff. Roksan, Micromega, Exposure,
Audiolab, Epos, Rotel, Marantz, Cyrus, Regal, Arcam,
Mission and more.

WORTHING AUDID, 20 Treville Gate, W Sussex, BN11
1VA. Tel 01903 212133. “The friendly shop with the best
sound systems in the South®. Friendly advice, 3 yr
guarantees, easy parking, open Mon-Sat 9-6pm. Late
night Wed. Arcam, Exposure, Naim Audio, Marantz,
Ruark, Restek, Clear Audio, Audio Technica, Target,
Tripod, Sennheiser, AR and many more.

CHURCHERS HI-FI, 154 Montague St. Worthing,
Sussex. BN11 3HH. Tel. 01903 821595. All major well
know brands of Hi-Fi stocked. Please call for details.

ADAMS & JARRETT, Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St. Leonards-on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark,
Marantz, NAD, JBL, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Traget, Cable Talk, Technics, Yamaha, Kenwood. Air
conditioned listening rooms, on site service and
repair facilities.

SEVENDAKS Hi-F) 55 Preston Street, Brighton,
Sussex. Tel 01273 733338. The UK's leading
independent hi-fi and home cinema retailer,
specialising in quality preducts for discerning
customers. Open six days, with dedicated single
speaker and audio visual demonstration rooms. Major
credit cards accepted, 0% finance available {details
upon request), home trial and installation by
arrangement. Major brands stocked include Arcam,
Audiofab, Castle, Denon, KEF, Marantz, Meridian,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Musical Fideiity, Quad, Rotel,
Ruark, TEAC, and Yamaha.

SUSSEX (WEST)

CHICHESTER HIFI, 7 St Panchras, Chi, W Sussex.
PO19 15J. Tel. 01243 776402. Linn, Naim, Rega,
Creek Nakamichi, A&R, Denon, Roksa, Epos, JPW,
Ruark, Rotel, Quad, Spendor. Evening appts available.

CRAWLEY AUDID, 1 Silkin, Oatton Close, Broadfield,
Crawley, West Sussex. Tel: 01293 531190, Mob:
01860-911640. RCA “Liviing Voice" Recordings,
Alchemist, Burmester, Manhattan Acustik, German
Physiks, Chord Co, Cable Talk, Systemdek, Gravis
Subwoofer, WAD, Apollo, CAD, Ortofon, Fullers
Audio, Loricraft (Garrard) SME, Denon cartridges,
Polk Audio, Atacama, Magneplanar. Purpose Built
Dem Rooms, Home Dems available. Part Exchange,
Credit Cards Accepted.

HORSHAM HI-Fl, 28 Queensway, Horsham, West
Sussex RH13 5AY. Tel 01403 251587/0831 418619.
Suppliers of quality audio equipment including:-
Magneplanar Loudspeakers, TEAC, Michell, Opera
Loudspeakers, Unison R h, $.D. A {
Fanfare Tuners, World Audio Design products, Vintage
Radio Restoration Valve Amps, Gravis Subwoffers,
Audio Technica, Target, Alchemist Products. Large
comfortable demonsiration room, home trial facility.
Free installation. Part exchanges welcome. Servicing
and repairs. Open mon-sat 10am - 7pm.

HEATHERDALE AUDIOD LTO, 202 Findon Road,
Worthing, Sussex. Tel:- 01903 872288 or 01860
660001 eves. Three comfortable demonstration
lounges where you can audition; Audionote, Krell,
Audio Research, Klipsch, Martin Logan, Apogee,
Sonus Faber, Theta, S.M.E. Cepland, Voyd,
Magnepianar, E.M.F., Lumley Reference, Creek, Rotel,
Heybrook, Clearaudio. Phone for used stock list.

"We are the South Coast's Premier Hi-Fi Specialist’

TYNE & WEAR

BILL HUTCHINSON HIF, 87a, Castie Street, Newcastie-
Upon-Tyne, (0191) 230 3600. For the largest selection
of Hifi and audio visual equipment in the North East.
Specialist A.V. demonstrations of the highest quality.
Best prices guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and
an optional 5 yr guarantee available. Instant credit and
mail order service on offer throughout the U K. Pioneer,
Denon, Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics, Marantz,
Mission, Tannoy plus many more.

WARWICKSHIRE

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby, Warwks
CV21 20F. Tel: 01788 540772. Agents for: Arcam,
Audiolab, Aiwa, Castle, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Dual,
Kef, Heybrook, Mission, Marantz, Meridan, Mordaunt-
Short, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Tannoy, TDL, Yamaha &
many more. @ year warranty on all hi-fi seperates. 2
Demonstration rooms, Home Trials, All Major Credit
Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring Now For
Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday 9-5.30. If
We Haven't Got It It's Probably Not Worth Having.

WEST MIDLANDS

MIDLAND VALVE HIFI, Specialising in true fidelity
systems built arunf valve amplification:- Audion
3008 Silver Nights, Audio Inngvations, Impulse,
Audio Note, KAL, Townsend Audio, Ortofon, Voyd,
Micromega, Edison, Stax, Apollo, Dynavector,
Seismic Sink, Valves. Home demenstrations and part
exchange. Also vintage: Leak, Quad, Croft, Radford,
etc. Flexible opening 7 days. ‘phone Gary 0121 722
817,

MUSIC MATTERS, 351 Hagley Road, Edgbasten,
Birmingham, B17 8DL. Tel 0121 429 2811. Roksan,
Nakamichi, Arcam, Audiolab,Kenwood, DPA, Tannoy,
Royd, Heybrook, Michell, Pansenic, Aura, Celestion,
Musical Fidelity, Mission/Cyrus, Meridian, Kef,
Menitor Audio, Pink Triangle, Ruark, Epos, Exposure,
Pioneer.and many, many more! 2 single speaker dem
rooms. Appts necessary. Home trial facilities and free
install. Service dept. Access/Visafinstant credit upto
£1,000. Interest free credit available also. Tues -Thurs
10.30-6pm, Friday 10.30-8.00pm, Saturday 10.00-
5.30pm.Check out the new branch in Solihul - Phil
works there so it can't be bad!. 0121 742 0254

COVENTRY HI-FI, 126, Church Lane (off Walsgrave
Road), Coventry. CV2 4AJ. Tel: 01203 440529. Quad
sales & service agent, Pioneer Reference Point,
Kenwood, Aiwa, T.D.L. B&W, Tannoy etc. Private
listening room. 2 year guarantee on a!l new hi-fi.
Open 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat Closed Thursday.

ELMDON AUDID, Tel 0121 784 8765. Reference
Imports Lumley, Alon etc. Esoteric Audio Research
834 integrated on demonstration. Home
demonstration can be arranged, Top part exchange
prices, lots of used bargains. Guad, Leak, etc. Valves
and valve testers, new GEC KT66s available.

FIVEWAYS HI-FIDELITY LTO. 12 Islington Row,
Edgbaston, Birmingham, B15 1LD. 0121 4550667.
Arcam, ATC, Audioquest, Audio Technica, AVI, Beyer,
Cable Talk, Castle, Chord, CRD (Valve), Denon, Dual,
Klipsch, Michell, Nakamichi, Ortofon, GED, Quad,
Revox, Sennheiser, Sequence Design, SME, Spendor,
Target, TOK, TOL, Thorens, Trilogy (Valve) etc. Keith
Menks Record Cleaning Machine. Closed Mondays.

SDUND ACADEMY, The uitimate experience for those
seeking Hifi. Ac. En., Arcam, Audiolab, AudioQuest,
B&W, Bose, Chord, Cyrus, Cabie tatk, DPA, Epos, Kef
ref, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Mus. Fid, Nacamichi,
Ortofon, Project, Quad, Roksan, Tube Tech, Rotel,
Micromega, KAR, Kenwood, Lexicon, Cannon, Celestion,
Beyer & more. 3 Single speaker dem. room on two

floors incl. AV Cinema. Open 6 days a week. Mon-Sat.
All major credit cards taken. Part exchange, enquiries
welcome. Just off the high Street, Bloxwich, Waisall, W.
Midlands. Tel. 01922 493499. (ample free parking)

AMADEUS SOUND & VISION, 10 Boldmere Road,
Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, Tel. 0121 354 2311.
Audio Innovations, B&0, Castle, QED, Wharfedale.
Single speaker demo, appts preferred, service
available, installations, B&O link install, home trials,
Access/Visa, interest free credit available subject to
status. 9.30-6.00pm 6 days.

GRIFFIN AUDID,94 Bristol St., Birmingham, Tel. 0121
622 2230/0121 692 1359.Tues-Sat 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Enjoy music at home with a system from Griffin
Audio. We demonstrate and install the very best hi-fi,
with systems from £500 to £25,000. Ask for Bob, Tim
or Alex. Linn, Naim, Shahinian, Quad, Arcam, Rega,
Denon, Marantz, Rotel.

ELECTRO CENTRE, 244 Soho Rd, Handsworth,
Birmingham. Tet 0121 554 1878. Full range of HiFi:
Pioneer, Technics, Kenwood, JVC, Sony, Aiwa, Akai,.
“Guarenteed the lowest prices in the UK™. 24hr Mail
Order facility available.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE. 163 Spon Street
Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax: 01203 631403
Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama Aura - Arcam -
Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo - Bang & Olufson -
Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable Talk - Celestion - Chord
- Gyrus - Denon - Dual Foundation - Heybrook - IX0S
- Kef Reference - JBL - JPW - Jamo - Kenwood -
Lasor Disc Marantz - Meridian - Monitor Audio -
Micromega - Mission - Michel! Gyrodek Monster -
Morduant Short - Musical Fidelity - Nakamichi - NAD
- Ortofon - Onkyo - Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio
- Quad - QED - REL - Rega - Revolver - Rogers -
Rotel - Royd - Sennheiser -.Systemdek - Target -
Teac - Technics - Tannoy - Thorens - TOL - Van Den
Hul - Wessex - Yamaha Much Much More In Store on
3 Floors 4000 SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi fi Demo
Rooms of the very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 AV Demeo

. Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee. Appts Nec. Service

Dept. Free Install & Home Trial. All Credit Faciities.
Plus Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm
Monday to Saturday.

WILTSHIRE

AUDID T, 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. (01793) 538222.
Great Value from Aiwa, Arcam, Audiolab, Denon,
Linn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Naim, Nakamichi, Rotel, Sony, Technics, Yamaha &
many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3 year Hi-fi guarantee.
Free defivery & installation. 30 day free upgrades.
Home demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free
Credit. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema specialists.
BADA Bonded.

P.R. SDUNDS 58 Castle Street, Trowbridge, Wilts
BA14 8AU Tei:- 01225 777799. Authorised dealer for
Pioneer, Technics, Marantz, Kenwood, Mission, Jama
and many more. Cinema Sound Specialists with
Listening Room. “For all thats best in Hi-Fi at a Price
your can afford” Open Mon-Sat 9-6 Credit Cards
accepted. Finance available.

WORCESTERSHIRE

LYNDEN AUDID, 01527-873766. Exclusive
Midlands Audio Synthesis Dealer, Audio Physic,
Adyton, Essex Audio, LFO, Sequence Design Wall
Speakers, Harman Kardon, JBL, REL, etc. Specialist
Engineering Dept. offers Custom Design and Up-
grades, all Kits etc., built to Customers
requirements. Open Tues.-Sat. 10am-Spm.
Evenings by appointment. Tel: 0121 4455057

SPAINS HI-FI 2 & 2a New rd, Bromsgate Worc's Tel:
01527 872460. Aura, Apollo, Audioquest, B&W,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, JBL, JVC, Kef, Kenwood,
Marantz, Mission, NAD, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pioneer,
QED, REL, Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony,
Tannoy, Therens, etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms,
Home Cinema Specialists, 0% Finance available on
selected products, Part Exchange welcome, on site
service dept; wide range of television, video, mini
systems efc. in stock.

COLORAMA H-Fl, 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher
Centre, Reddiitch, Worcs B97 4EY (0527) 597260.
Aura, NAD, Onkyo, Kenwood, Denon, TDL, Polk
Audiio, B&W, Tannoy. Full Pro-logic products. In-
store iimegraated dem facilities. No appts required,
service dept. Access, Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed
Thursdays.

Continued on page 97....
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Have you heard the one
about the Irishman, the Pole
and the Russian? Let us
enlighten you as to the
unexpected influence of an
intemperate Dubliner on no
lesser person than Frederic
Chopin. Also how
Rachmaninov produced some
of his finest piano pieces
while seeking to emulate
Chopin. Then, finally revealed
in all its colourful splendour,
is the opera created by the
Cornishman, which combines

Italian style and Celtic myth

HI-FI WORLD

Nocturnes by John Field
played on three square

planos of the period

Joanna Leach

JOHN FIELD

Nocturnes Nos|-16

Joanna Leach, piano

ATHENE ATH CDL (DDD/75.39)

@ Think of the piano nocturne and the
first name that springs to mind, quite
rightly, is Chopin, followed perhaps by
that of Gabriel Faure. Yet this term was
first applied to a solo piano piece not by
one of the great keyboard virtuosos
from central or eastern Europe, but the
Irishman, John Field.

Field was born into a musical family
in Dublin in 1782 and made his public
debut aged eight. When he was eleven,
the boy’s father settled in London and
John became a pupil of the pianist and
piano-builder Muzio Clementi (Field was
to later write four piano sonatas
dedicated to his teacher). There
followed public performances in London
which elicited great praise, not least
from Franz Josef Haydn who predicted a
great future for the Dubliner. Field was
also employed by Clementi to
demonstrate the latter’s pianos to
potential buyers. He came to
accompany Clementi on overseas sales

trips, and it was on one of these that he
decided to part company with his tutor
and settle in St Petersburg. During his
stay Field gave lessons to the likes of
Glinka, but later resumed the nomadic
life as a travelling virtuoso.

Field also garnered considerable
praise as a composer for the piano, his
concertos being widely played (he
wrote seven in all, one of which has
retained its place in the repertoire).
Towards the end of his life Field settled
in Moscow, and it was there that he
died in 1837. According to the Oxford
Companion to Music, “intemperance
and carelessness had some part in his
comparatively early death”; the nature
of this “carelessness” remains a
mystery.

John Field is now chiefly
remembered for ‘inventing’ that most
freely impressionistic of piano forms,
the nocturne, which reached its
apotheosis with Chopin. The Polish
genius was the first to acknowledge his
debt to the Irishman: Chopin urged his
pupils to study and play Field's
compositions. Listening to them it is
easy to appreciate where Chopin’s
distinctive ‘vocal’ tone - the ability to
make the piano ‘sing’ - had its roots.
Field's achievement was arguably one of
the one great innovations in English
music during the first decades of the
nineteenth century.

Though now performed on the
modern concert grand, John Field’s
music was not written for such an
instrument. Originally, it would have
been played on the much smaller,
essentially domestic square pianos of his
time, and this is the approach
successfully adopted by Joanna Leach.
On this generously filled CD containing
all of the nocturnes, she employs three
square pianos of Field's era: a five-and-a-
half octave William Stodart of around
1823; a six-octave John Broadwood of
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By now | ought to know it will be a
waste of time. Whenever a new
recording of music by the venerable
George Lloyd comes my way, | turn to
the appropriate reference books for
background information - composition
dates, first performances, that kind of
thing - and, almost without exception,
uncover not a solitary mention of the
work in question. Some of these
tomes, Peter Pirie’s excellent English
Musical Renaissance, for example,
ignore Lloyd altogether. Why so?
After all, regardless of its quality, the
very quantity of his music - operas,
concertos, symphonies, piano pieces -
merits some comment.

But, then, for some three decades,
George Lloyd was outside the
mainstream of English musical life. This
was partly the consequence of his
personal isolation. Lioyd's experiences
during the Second World War as a
merchant seaman on the Arctic
convoys to Russia, left him physically
and mentally shattered. For a time, he
gave up his career in music altogether
and retreated with his wife to Dorset
to grow carnations and mushrooms.
However, even before the war, Lloyd
was also becoming isolated musically.
He was someone whose gifts belonged
more to the nineteenth century than
the twentieth, who felt no empathy
with, for example, the neo-classicism
of Stravinsky, and whose heart was
with the Romantics, especially the
Italian opera composers. For this, he
was shunned by many in the musical
establishment, especially those too
concerned with asserting their own

1823; and another six-octave instrument
built by Thomas D’Almaine around
1835. All have been lovingly restored
by Andrew Lancaster, and the three
have been tuned to 4=41SHz, which is a
semitone below modern pitch.

So much for the technicalities, what
of the end result? As | mentioned when
reviewing Joanna Leach’s recital of
Haydn sonatas in the July issue - also
recorded on square pianos - the vital
thing is not to consider these
instruments as somehow the poor
relations of the modern grand piano.
They must be listened to as instruments
in their own right, as you would the
harpsichord or virginals, and appreciated
for the delicate tracery of their sound
and for their crystalline translucency.
Comparisons in terms of weight and
projection are invalid, this recording is
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‘modern’ credentials to recognise that
quality of expression is more
important than the musical language
used.

In recent times though, chiefly
thanks to enlightened record labels
such as Albany and Conifer, George
Lloyd’s music has at last attained the
audience it deserves. And it is
heartening to know that the
composer, now eighty-three but still
trim and fit and well able to conduct a
full-length concert - as he
demonstrated at the Barbican last year
- is able to enjoy that success.

In conclusion, it almost goes
without saying that when | sought out
references to George Lloyd's opera,
lernin, a work inspired by the Celtic
myth and magic of his native Cornwall,
| turned up little more than a one-line
mention. Do the compilers of the
guides, dictionaries and encyclopaedias
know what they've overlooked, |
wonder?

GEORGE LLOYD IERNIN
Marilyn Hill-Smith, soprano; Claire
Powell, contralto; Geoffrey Pogson,
tenor; Henry Herford, baritone;
Malcolm Rivers, bass-baritone; BBC
Singers; BBC Concert Orchestra;
conductor, George Lloyd Albany
TROY 121/2/3 ~3 CD SET) (173.09)

@® My gazetteer of prehistoric myth
and history lists four groups of

standing stones in Cornwall with the
name Nine Maidens. No doubt each
has its own associated legend, but it

best appreciated at a relatively low level,
simply because that is how the music
was intended to be heard. It caresses
the ear rather than cajoles it.

Joanna Leach has certainly mastered
the light, precise touch required by the
square piano, and these performances
have an intimate style and charm all
their own. The end result is quietly
compelling, perfect relaxation. David
Turner's finely-judged recording brings
out the subtly different characters of the
instruments, and the distinctive timbres
of the registers, with the natural
separation of the melodic and
accompanying lines. Most significantly,

the lower volume produced
"
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was the stone circle lying west of St
Ives, within the Penwith peninsula near
Zennor which supplied the inspiration
for George Lloyd’s three-act opera.
The story goes that an early Christian
saint, coming across creatures from
the Celtic faery world - lernin and her
eight sisters - indulging in wild pagan
dances and luring mortal men into
their embraces, promptly transformed
the temptresses into stones.

The opera opens with one of the
stones reawakening as lernin. She is
pursued by nearby huntsmen, captured
and brought before a nobleman,
Gerent, who immediately feels an
inexplicable bond with this strange
creature; it is as though he knew her
in some past existence. But whatever
emotions Gerent feels must be
suppressed as he is shortly to wed
Cunaide, the daughter of a Cornish
prince, Bedwyr. lernin is released and
flees her captors.

However, there is another
complication to the marriage between
Gerent and Cunaide. The king of the
invading Saxons (the plot is set around
950AD) has sent an emissary to
Bedwyr demanding Cunaide’s hand for
his earl, Aethelwulf. Bedwyr is
determined to defy the Saxons, even if
it means outright rebellion.

Come the day of the wedding,
lernin appears among the crowd of
onlookers but, upon seeing the
Christian Celtic cross being held aloft
in the procession, shrieks with terror
(hardly surprising given the outcome
of her previous encounter with this
particular symbol). The crowd’s

by the square piano and its lighter
damping allows the player to revert to
the pedalling technique Field originally
envisaged for these pieces. The
sustaining pedal can be kept depressed
all the time, something which would be
out of the question on the modern
grand piano.

Above all though, the attraction of
this CD is the music of John Field and
the wealth of ideas distilled into these
sixteen miniatures. They explore all
manner of pianistic devices, from the bel
canto technique, through glittering,
filigree decoration and harp-like
arpeggios, to the ‘Scotch snap’, and they
pass through all the subjective mood
changes which were later to become
the trademark of the Romantic style.
Here is music and playing to be quietly
savoured and repeatedly enjoyed.

HI-F1 WORLD
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reaction to this outburst is to
condemn her as a witch, which
prompts Gerent to desert his bride
and spring to lernin’s aid. The pair
make for the hills.

Cunaide, however, is not so easily
thwarted and pursues Gerent. Upon
finding him, she berates him for
deserting his responsibilities and he
comes to realise, if reluctantly, that
the gulf between his world and that
of lernin is unbridgeable. lernin also
becomes reconciled to her fate and
resumes her place in the stone
circle, this time for ever. Gerent
departs to undertake his
commitments to Cunaide and
Bedwyr, and to face the challenges
that his marriage and their defiance
of the Saxons will undoubtedly bring.

The libretto for lernin was
produced by the composer’s father,
William Lloyd, an enthusiast for
Italian opera. It was an enthusiasm
that was passed on to his son and at
the remarkably early age of twenty-
one, George Lioyd was able to write
for the voice with a confidence and
fluency borne out of a good grounding
in Bellini, Rossini, Donizetti and the
like. Yet the strongest influence here,
in terms of the vitality and dramatic
energy of the work, must be Verdi and
in an interview with the producer,
Chris de Souza, which occupies the
last twenty minutes or so of the third
disc, George Lloyd reveals the impact
that Otello had on him. One thing he
vigorously eschews is any link between
lernin and the misty-eyed nostalgia of
the Celtic Twilight espoused by

SERGEI RACHMANINOV
Prelude Op3 No2/10 Preludes Op23/13
Preludes Op32/

Piano Sonata No2 in B flat minor Op36
Vladimir Ashkenazy, piano

DECCA DOUBLE 443 841-2 (2 CD SET)
(ADD/106.00)

@® Now twenty years old, and always a
prime recommendation on LP,
Ashkenazy's interpretations of the
Rachmaninov Preludes remain the
benchmark by which other
performances must be judged. They
have now been reissued as part of the
Double Decca series which offers two
CD:s for the price of one, in those
clever little boxes which holds both
discs in the space previously required by

HI-FI WORLD

Rutland Boughton. His opera, declares
Lloyd, is about the colours of Cornwall
in all their vibrancy and all their shifting
moods. Following the Italian tradition,
characters are defined by the melodic
line, and the power of the work comes
from the voices. Yet the orchestration
is also wonderfully vivid and

one the steny

bevame a woman

atmospheric.

George Lloyd completed lernin in
June 1934 and it was first performed in
Penzance in November of that year.
The following summer, it transferred
to London and ran for three weeks at
the Lyceum Theatre (it would have
probably enjoyed a longer run were it
not for the heat wave which caused
audiences to dwindle). Frank Howes, .
music critic of The Times, saw the
Penzance production and gave it an
enthusiastic review. In London, most
of the leading musical personalities of
the day - John Ireland, Thomas
Beecham, Ralph Vaughan Williams -

saw the opera and were equally
encouraging. Yet after its 1935
success, the work slipped into
obscurity. Why so?

True, stylistically, Lloyd belongs to
the era of his beloved Verdi and writes
in a Verdian idiom that was out-of-step
with the time and reflected little of

what was to follow. Yet the work is
unusually well-crafted, if lacking some
of the polish that maturity might
bring, and sincere in its intentions. It
is also full of fine music, and it takes
little imagination for the opera to
come vividly alive in the listener’s
mind. And, if the plot is rooted in
fanciful, albeit attractive, myth, its
themes embrace a timeless relevance:
the conflict of duty and desire. The
mistrust of the outsider, the
undermining of a culture by a new
orthodoxy - in this case Celtic
freedoms by Christian intolerance -
even quiescent Cornish nationalism,
are concerns very much alive today.

This Albany recording of lernin has
been digitally remastered from tapes
made by the BBC in 1985, in a
performance directed by the
composer. The soloists are uniformly
fine, although it is difficult not to single
out Marilyn Hill Smith in the title role.
The orchestral and choral
contributions are first-rate, suggesting
a genuine enthusiasm for the score.
Given a clean, well-balanced sound,
too, it can only be hoped that this first
CD appearance of George Lloyd's
opera will enjoy the same impact and
recognition that its youthful composer
encountered exactly six decades ago.

RACHMANINOV
4 Pvrrvan

YLAD AN

ANHNEMAYY

just one. As in its previous CD
incarnations the attractions of the set
have been enhanced by the inclusion of
Ashkenazy's stunning performance of
the Second Piano Sonata.

If you are not familiar with the
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Preludes (except, doubtless, the
hackneyed Op3 No23) then | am
tempted to say that this is the ‘private’
Rachmaninov. It is especially for those
who are not enamoured of the ‘public’
version, embodied in the symphonies
and piano concertos. Here the ideas are
necessarily more concentrated, and
although several of the pieces embody
the nostalgic yearning and wistful
melancholy associated with
Rachmaninoyv, there is little of the
‘heart-on-the-sleeve’ sentimentality
which characterises the Second Piano
Concerto.

But even the doubters would surely
be seduced by Ashkenazy’s magnetic
playing, his obvious empathy for the
idiom, and a technique which seems
perfectly honed to this music. No other
pianist better illuminates the texture of
Op23 No4 and understands the mood
of Op23 Nol, or senses the flow of
Op23 Nob. Most of all, Ashkenazy
communicates the indefinable ‘Russian-
ness’ of these pieces, a collection which
Rachmaninov modelled on Chopin’s 24
Preludes of a century earlier. Like his
Polish predecessor, by including the
youthful C sharp minor with the Op23
set of 1904 and the thirteen preludes of
Op32 (1910), Rachmaninov was able to
encompass all the major and minor
keys. However, there the similarity
between the Op23 and Op32 sets tends
to end, because style, mood and
content are surprisingly different.

Rachmaninov’s Second Piano Sonata
was begun in Rome in 1910, three years
after he completed his second set of
Preludes. It is a superb work, wrought
on a large scale (it lasts twenty-five
minutes) and welded together by one of
the composer’s typical themes. The
work is also distinguished by its bell-like
sonorities, a conscious or unconscious
result of Rachmaninov being haunted
throughout his life by the sound of
Russian church bells. The piano sound
of the sonata, recorded in Kingsway
Hall, is very fine, but that of the
Preludes is better still. Taped between
January 1974 and April 1975 by Kenneth
Wilkinson in All Saints’, Petersham,
Surrey, it displays no inconsistencies and
has emerged clear and full-bodied in this

[ lassE
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latest CD transfer. The perfect medium
to convey Ashkenazy’s fabulous playing.

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS

SYMPHONY No.é - SYMPHONY No.¢

Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra

/7% VERNON HANDLEY

RALPH VAUGHAN WVILLIAMS
Symphony No6 in E minor
Symphony No9 in E minor
Royal Liverpool Philharmonic
Orchestra; conductor,

Vernon Handley

EMI EMINENCE CD-EMX2230 (DDD/66.14)

It is one of the mysteries, not to say
injustices, of British musical life that a
musician of the stature and experience
of Vernon Handley has never, to my
knowledge, been offered the principal
conductorship of a leading orchestra
which he so richly deserves. Whichever
ensemble he is called to direct, Handley
generates performances of insight and
character, as well as technical
excellence, both in concert and on
recordings. This latest issue in his
Vaughan Williams cycle simply
reinforces that observation.

Here, Vernon Handley offers
cogent, illuminating and utterly idiomatic
interpretations of two of the three
‘difficult’ Vaughan Williams symphonies,
the Sixth and the Ninth (] would
nominate the Fourth as the other work
in that triumvirate). The Sixth has partly
acquired the ‘difficult’ tag through
associations which have nothing
whatsoever to do with the composer.
The aggression and turbulence of the
opening movement (if tempered by one
of the noblest tunes that VWV ever
wrote) is followed by the latent menace
of the second and the bitter sarcasm of

the scherzo. It is rounded off, after all
the fury and frenzy by an epilogue

which, throughout its ten-minute
duration, never rises above pianissimo
and is permeated by “whiffs of theme”
as the composer described them.

Introduce such music into a post-
war world - the premiere was given by
Adrian Boult in 1948 - that is a world
still discovering its capacity for creating
horror, and it was perhaps inevitable
that an apocalyptic message
would be detected in the last
movement’s desolation. When asked
what he was trying to imply in this eerie,
haunted musical landscape, Vaughan
Williams merely compounded the
mystery by quoting from Prospero’s
final speech in Shakespeare’s Tempest:
“We are such stuff as dreams are made
on, and our little life is rounded with a
sleep.”

The Ninth Symphony poses its own
set of questions, although clues may be
found in a programme symphony which
VW had planned but then abandoned. It
was to have depicted the legendary
places of Wessex and its associated
literature. The macabre march which
suddenly intrudes into the second
movement has its origins in music
intended to portray the spectral
drummer of Salisbury Plain. As in the
Sixth Symphony, this work abounds
with contrasts, which are however
more evanescent and elusive. The first
movement opens with towering,
granite-like resolution but ends with
disquieting uncertainty. The finale of the
Ninth is one of VW’s most
extraordinary symphonic movements,
bringing the work to an end in an
equally extraordinary fashion:
saxophones intrude over long E Major
chords, with chords of F and G, swelling
to a climax and then just as abruptly
receding into a musical void.

The Ninth usually eludes conductors
not well versed in Vaughan Williams’s
symphonic idiom. Vernon Handley,
however, is steeped in this music as the
coherence and confidence underlying his
interpretation makes apparent The
performance of the Sixth, which exhibits
outstanding playing from every
department of the RLPO, must also
rank among the very finest versions
currently available. Exemplary recording
too (divided violins
doing much to clarify
the textures) from the
ever-reliable

production and
engineering team of
Andrew Keener and
Mike Hatch.
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SEVENQAKS HI-FI 2 Reindeer Court, Worcester. Tel
01905 612929. The UK's leading independent hi-fi and
home cinema retailer, specialising in quality products
for discerning customers. Gpen six days, with
dedicated single speaker and audio visual
demonstration rooms. Major credit cards accepted,
0% finance available (details upon request), home trial
and installation by arrangement. Major brands stocked
include Arcam, Audiolab, Castie, Cyrus, Denon, Epos,
KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Monitor Audio,
Quad, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, TEAC and Yamaha.

Midland Audio Exchange 181, Franche road,
Kidderminster, Worcs, DY11 SAD. Tel. 01562 822236
Mobile. 0421 605966.0pen seven days a week,
9.30am to 6.30pm. By appointment. Evening demos
arranged.2 demo rooms, home demos. Part exchange
always welcome,service facility, free delivery.
Analogue Hi-End specialist. Agencies include
Rokan,Rega, NAD, KEF, Aura, Nakamichi, B+W +
many more.Access and Visa finance on request.

WEST MIDLANDS

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO, 158 Ombersly Road,
Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905 458046. Fax. 0905
457585. Naim, Rega, Rotel, Marantz, Nakamichi,
NAD, Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian, B&W, Audio
Research, Krell, Martin Logan, Arcam. 9-5.30 Mon-
Sat, eve's by appt only. Free

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HifI STUDIOS DONCASTER TOL, Audio Alchemy,
Sugden, Arcam, Proac, Ruark, Castle, Teac, Unison
Valve Amps, impulse Horns, Densen Amplifiers,
Apogee, Stemfoort, Kinshaw Amps + Phono Stages,
Pink Triangle, Morel Speakers, Heybrook, Monitor
Audio, Harbeth, Keswick Audio Research Speakers,
Michell Turntables, AMC (CD plus Valves), CR
Developments (Vaives), Art Audio (Valves), REL
Subwoofers, Project T/T, Systemdek, Alphason,
Target, Sonic Link, Cord, Audio Quest + Yamaha &
Klipsch Pro Logic Home Cinema Demonstrations.

TRC HIF1, 3 Kings Cross Street, Halifax, HX1
(01422) 366832. Agents for Kenwood, Denon,
Castle, Rotel. Demonstrations and advice a pleasure.
Call at any time to audition some of the best Hifi and
pro-logic systems. Delivering and installation free
within 20 miles. “The family firm where the
customer matters most.”

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)
AUDIO CLINIC, 22 Lord Mayors Walk, Yorks, YO3

THA. Tel. (01904) 646309. Revox- Qed- Audio .

Innovation-Allison-Celeston-Yamaha-Teac-Revolver-
JPW-Kenwood-Bose-Thorens-Mission-Snell-B&W-
Heco-Cannon-NAQ-JVC-Musical Fidelity-Wharfedale-
Micromega-Ruark-Heybrook. Surround sound and
demo rooms, free installation,Service Dept. Credit
facilities on request. Access, Visa, Open 10am - S5pm
6 days a week.

HARROGATE HI-FI 15 Commercial Str, Harrogate, N
Yorks. (01423) 504274. One of the best ranges of
quality hi-fi in the North of England including:
Lumley valve amplification, Audio Research,
Musicial Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Castle,
Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland, Tannoy, NAD,
Alchemist, Onkyo, Rotel, Marantz, Quad ESL,
Lexicon, Project, Silversounds, Cogan Hall, DNM.
Home cinemadems. Home dems (appts not always
req'd). Service Dept. All major credit cards accepted.
Credit facilities available. Open 10-6pm. Why?
Because music matters.

THE SOUND ORGANISATION (YORK) 2b Gillygate,
York, YO3 Tel. (01904)627108. Linn, Meridian,
Micromega, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Creek, Nakamichi,
Mission, Denon, Epos, Royd, Rotel. 3 single speaker
dem rooms, appts. preferred, home trial facilities,
free install, service dept. Credit facilities on request.
Access/Visa. 10.00am-5.30pm. Tues-Sat. Sony
dealer award nominated ‘86, '87 and '88.

VICKERS HIFI, 24 Gillygate, York. (01904) 629659.
Audio Innovations, A, E, Audiolab,Beyer, Harmon
Kardon, JBL, Kef, Kenwood, Marantz, Michell,
Mission, Monitor Audio, Mordant Short, Pickering,
Pink Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, Rogers, Systemdek,
Tannoy, Technics, Heybrook, TOL, Thorens, Dual
and lots more. Dem Rooms 4. (3 by appointment).
Superb showrooms. 2 yr guarantee on all hifi
products. Appts. as above. Home trial facilities, free
install. service dept. Qualified and experienced staff,
over 25 yrs experience. 12 mths interest free credit.
10.30-5.30 Mon-Sat.

HI-Fil WORLD

CLARITY HI-FI : PHDNE MIKE ON 01723 503432.
Friendly polite new business, free estimates / advice,
no vat. All work guaranteed specialist in Repairs,
Servicing, all makes including Valve Equipment. Audio
upgrades V.C.R.S. All work considered. Plugs,
sockets, tapes, headphones, microphones etc. Brand
names like Q.E.D. / Goldring / Demion / Audio Quest /
etc. To find out more feel free to phone between 9.00
am /9.00 pm Mon to Sat.

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

BILL HUTCHINSON HIFI, 26-28 Woodhouse Lane,
Leeds (01532) 427777. For the largest selection of
Hifi and audio visual equipment in the Yorkshire.
Specialist A.V. demonstrations of the highest quality.
Best prices guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty
and an optional 5 yr guarantee available. Instant
credit and mail order service on offer throughout the
U.K. Pioneer, Denon, Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics,
Marantz, Mission, Tannoy plus many more.

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE, 4 Cross Church St,
Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W, Cyrus,
Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical Fidelity,
Quad, Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, ect. Dem
facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30, Thurs
9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit facilities.
Access, Visa.

AUDIO PROJECTS, 45 Headingley Lane, Leeds 6. Tel:
(0113) 2304565. Linn, Arcam, Quad, Audiolab,
Musical Technology, Teac etc. Installation. Home
Trials. Home Cinema. Multi-room. Tues-Fri 9.30-6.00,
Sat 10.00-5.00.

ASTON AUDIO, 19 Crossgate, Otley, Leeds. LS21 1AA
01943 467689. Products: Naim, Arcam, Audiolab,
Cyrus, Denon, Epos, Meridian, Micromega, MF,
Mission, Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, TOL & other leading
brands. Demonstration Rooms, Installation Service,
Interest Free Credit. Acess, Visa, Open Tues - Sat.

SCOTLAND

EDINBURGH

BILL HUTCHNISON HiFI, 43 South Clark Street,
Edinburgh. (0131) 667 2877. For the largest
selection of Hifi and audio visual equipment in
Lothian Specialist A.V. demonstrations of the
highest quality. Best prices guaranteed. Minimum 2
year warranty and an optional 5 yr guarantee
available. Instant credit and mail order service on
offer throughout the U.K. Pioneer, Denon, Kenwood,
Yamaha, Technics, Marantz, Mission, Tannoy plus
many more.

MUSIC MILL - 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EH6
506. Tel: 0131 555 3963. Stockists of Micromega,
Proac, Audio Innovations, Lumley Reference, Tube
Technology, DNM, B&W, Systemdek, Nottingham
Analogue, Nakamichi, Rehdeko, Dali, Crimson,
Harmon Kardon, Goldring, DPA, Royd, Alchemist,
Beyer Dynamic. Mon-Sat 10-6.00 pm by appt. Closed
Wednesdays. All Major Credit Cards Accepted.
Contact Fraser or Mark

*ABERDEEN

HOLBURN HI-FI, 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen. Tel:
01224 585713. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Celestion,
Denon, Dual, Epos, Heybrook, ION, Kenwood, Creek,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus, M.S., NAD,
Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox, Rotel, Ruark,
Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha. 9.30-5.30
Mon-Sat.

Hi-FI EXCELLENCE, Hi-Fi innovators & product
designers with 15 years experience. Very much in the
business for the music. Musical Fidelity key dealer.
Largest Rotel retailer in the area. Particularly keen to
make the buying of Hi-Fi a fun experience. Situated in
the West End away from the bustie of the City centre -
the perfect environment to enjoy quality Hi-Fi. Full
time service engineer. Open Mon-Tues 10-6, Wed 10-
1, Thurs 10-7, Sat 10-5 or later by appointment. Hi-Fi
Excellence, 293 Union Grove, Aberdeen. Tel: 01224
322520

AYRSHIRE

LASER AUDIO, Now at new premises : 1 St Marnock
Place, Kilmarnock KA1 1DT. Tel: 01563 40292.
Audiolab, Aiwa, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,Dual,
Marantz, Mission, Phiilips, Pioneer Systemdek and
Tannoy. 2 demonstration rooms, AV dem room.
Appointments prefered, home trial facilities. Free
installation, service faciliyies. Access, Visa and written
credit. Open Tues- Fri 10-5.30 Sat 9.30- 5.30.

THE SOUND FOUNDATION, 22Nelson St.,
Kilmarnock, Ayrshire. KA1 1BA 01563 74185 Agents
for Sugdon, Pink Triangle, Micromega, Audio
Innovations, Harman Karnon, Castle, Revolver,
Michell. Single speaker dem. room, Home dems. &
delivery installation service available. Full credit
facilities available. For more info. phone Kevin. Be
Ditferent Pay Us a Visit.

GLASGOW

HI-FI MATTERS, 272 St. Vincent Street, Glasgow
G25RL. Call Garry or Ewan on 0141 226 2400 for
unbiased advice based on over 25 years experience in
tailoring systems to individuals needs. Agencies
include: Audio Innovations, Arcam, Shearne, Roksan,
JPW, Aura, Heybrook, Michell, Minstral, REL,
Systemdek, Impulse, Marantz & Rogers. Open 10-6,
six days a week.

STEREQ STEREOD, 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow,
Scotland. Tel 0141 248 4079. Closed Tuesday.
Installations throughout Scotland. Credit facilities
available.

BILL HUTCHINSON HIFI, 43 Hope Street, Glasgow,
(0141) 248 2857. For the largest selection of HiFi and
audio visual equipment in South West. Scotland
Specialist A.V. demonstrations of the highest quality.
Best prices guaranteed. Minimum 2 year warranty and
an optional 5 year guarantee available. Instant credit
and mail order service on offer throughout the U.K.
Pioneer, Denon, Kenwood, Yamaha, Technics,
Marantz, Mission, Tannoy plus many more.

STEREO STEREQ 278 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, Tel:
0140 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix. compulink.co.uk
We will supply the most musical sound for your
budget and if you take the time to visit us we will take
the time to return the compliment with free
instalfation of your chosen equipment. Open 10-
6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday Instaliation Nation-
wide Interest free credit available

COILIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52 Gordon
Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St Edinburgh
0131 220 1535, 1 Haddington Place, Edinburgh 0131
556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd, Falkirk 01324 629011.
Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes, Meridian, etc. Most
major Brands stocked. Free five year guarantee on afl
loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR &Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises.

INVERNESS

THE MUSIC STATION, 49 Church Street, Inverness, IV
1DR. Tel: 01463 225523. Beyer Dynamic, Celestion,
Denon, Jamo, Kef, Kenwood, Misson, Marantz,
Musical Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony. Listening
room, service department, free local delivery, part
exchange, full range of credit facilities.

DUBLIN
CLONEY AUDIO, 55 Main Street, Blackrock, Co
Dublin,  Tel.  2889449/2888477  Fax.

2834887 Products include: Arcam, Classe, Philips,
Rogers, Epos, B&W, Naim Audio, Meridian and
others. Open Tues/Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs/Fri ‘till 9pm
Closed Mondays.

PETER DAND & CO LTD. 111 Clonskeagh Road,
Dublin 6. Tet. 0103531 2634433. Products include:
B&0, Quad, KEF, Thorens, TEAC & many more! 2
demonstration rooms and 2 year guarantee.

BELFAST

LYRIC HIFI, 163 Stanmills Road, Belfast (01232)
381296. Linn, Naim, Rega, Arcam, Denon, Rotel and
more. Mon-Sat, 10.00-6.00pm. Late night Thurs.

ZEUS AUDIO, 6 Hope Street, Belfast, (01232) 332522,
Audio Innovations, Pink Triangle, Roksan, Marantz,
Celestion, Meridian and more. Mon-Sat 10.00-
5.30pm. Late night Thursday.

COUNTY DOWN

ASTON AUDIO, Unit 8, Kings Road Shopping Centre,
Kings Road, Betfast. (01232) 402220. Akai, Technics,
JVC, Samsung, Toshiba, Panasonic and many more.
Demos. Qpen Mon-Frid 10-8pm Sat 10-5pm.

LONDONDERRY

ZEUS AUDIO, 23a Kingsgate Street, Colraine, BT52
4LB. Tel. (01265) 56634. Marantz, Mission Cyrus,
Aiwa, Akai, Alphason, Sony, Pink Triangle, Celestion,
Rotel. Mon-Sat 10-5.30pm. Closed Thurs.

WALES

NORTH WALES

ACTON GATE AUDIO. 4 Ruabon Road, Wrexham,
North Wales, Tel.01978 364500. Audio Visual
Specialists. Aiwa, Arcam, Aura, Bose, B&W, Beard,
Canon, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Jamo, Marantz,
Michell, Mission, Mordaunt Short, Pro-Ject, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Nacamichi, Micromega, QUAD,
Radford, Rotel, Rega, Ruark, Tannay, Thorens, UKD,
Yamaha, DSP Club Member, Demo Room, installation
service. Easy Parking and Motorway access. All major
credit cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds
pm.

ELECTRO TRADER, 19 Colwyn Crescent, Rhos on
Sea, Colv?‘m Bax. Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN. é01492'%
548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN DEALER FO

THE NORTH WEST. Rotel, Yamaha, NAD, Harman,
Kardon, Teac, Alphason, Heco, Infinity, KEF, JBL,
Sugden,Tannoy, Rotel Michi, Haybrook, Acoustic
Research, RUarc and Soundstyle tri-pod racks etc.
Dem room apgts. preferred. Home trial. Free install.
Access, Visa, Open 9.30 - 1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 134-6 Crwys Road Cardiff CF2
4NR, Tel. 01222 228565 Fax. 0222398201. Al that's
best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities
with interest free on selected items. Tuesday -
saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed monday.

GLAMORGAN (WEST)

AUDIO EXCELLENCE, 9 High Street, Swansea, SA1
1LE. Tel. 01792 474608 Fax. 0792 645087. All that's
best in hi-fi carefully selected and demonstrated by
friendly knowledgeable staff, at prices to suit all
budgets. Delivery and installation, home dems, part
exchange, in house workshops, full credit facilities
with interest free on selected items. Tuesday -
saturday 9.00 - 5.30. Closed monday.

GWYNEDD

TOP TAPE, 1 Crystal Way, Eimgrove Road,Harrow,
Middlesex, HA1 2RJ. Tel: 0181 427 1404. The UK's
oldest and largest Tape Mail Order Service. TDK,
Maxell, Sony, Ampex audio cassettes plus Fuji, JVC,
Konica, Memorex, Scotch & TDK video tapes. Send
for complete list of latest prices and offers including
Video 8, VHS-C, S-VHS, DAT, MiniDisc and Open Reel
and tape accessories including ANsop. Local Dealer
Listing available. Telephone orders on 081 427 1404
Mastercard, Visa & Switch accepted.

TO ADVERTISE IN
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JUST £10.00 PER
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ACOUSTIC ENERGY

AlwA L J
AKAl

ALPHASON X .’

ARCAM QJ ._.

ATC

AUDIO ALCHEMY
AUDIO
INNOVATIONS
AUDIOQUEST

AUDIO TECHNICA

Visit our
showroom and
decide what

AURA
AVI
B&W

B=ver DYNAMIC

al you want
el to buy

ChsTLE

CELESTION DQClde What
CerwIN VEGA

CHORD you Ca“

o afford to

o pay per

S month

an “With 0% apr*
GOLORING

HARMAN KARDON

INTEREST FREE

HevsrOOK H

credit you

. can suit your

Jamo:

¢ taste and your

T pocket

KEF

KENWDOD You Decide - We Provide

LaserDIsSCS Anywhere in the U.K.

LExIcoN “Subject to Status. Ask for written details. E&OE.

MARANTZ Offer not valid with any othen promotions or offers.

Maxed 45 High Street, 173 Station Road, 18 Monmouth St,
MERIDIAN HOU“S'OW, Edgwa‘e, Covent Gdn,
MICHEL Middlesex TW3 1RH Middlesex HA8 7JX London WC2H 9HB
MissiGN 0181 569 5802 0181 952 5535 0171 497 1346
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MONARCHY
MONITOR AUDI()
MONSTER CABLZ
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PIONEER

PrOAC
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QED
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RUARK

SD AcousTics
SENNHEISER
SHARP PROJECTORS
SME
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STAX

SYSTEMDEK
TANNOY PRESTIGE
TARGET
TDK
DL
TEAC
TECHNICS,
THORENS
TOSHIBA
TRICHORD
VAN DEN Hut
WaDIA
WHARFEDALE
XLO

YAMAHA

AND

MANY MORE




NEW VALVE BOOKS

PRINCIPLES OF ELECTRON
TUBES, by Herbert ]J. Reich
£29.95

| HERBERT . REICH
PRINCIPLES OF
| ELECTRON TUBES

Understanding and Dasktning Simpie Circuits |

141 i s e 01
Antla Amatane Pront

Principles of Electron Tubes first appeared
in 1941 as a textbook for beginners
studying valves for the first time. The book
starts with the basics of how a vacuum
tube actually works, including how
construction and matenals effect
performance. Once this basic
understanding is in place, Herbert Reich
goes on to explain the principles of the
simple diode valve, the triode and multi-
grid valves. Familiar with the various valve
types and their operating principles, the
book continues to show how a simple
circuit is designed and on to amplifiers,
transformers and power supplies. A must
for budding valve enthusiasts and an
invaluable reference for hobbyists.

70 YEARS OF RADIO TUBES
AND VALVES, by John W.
Stokes £19.95
New Zealand author John Stokes, with
over fifty years experience, outlines the
evolution of radio receiving tubes and the
part they played in the domestic radio

Hi-Fi World
ORLD LIBRARY

receiver in this beautifully illustrated
(B&W) book. An ideal reference for those
interested in the history and development
of valves and for collectors aiike.

ELECTRONIC UNIVERSAL
VADE-MECUM, by Piotr
Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski £49.95
This sizeable data book contamns no fewer
than 5693 valves divided into 442 groups.
ft contains connection details. operating
parameters, load lines, exampie circuits and
more making it one of the most
comprehensive reference books we've
seen, although there are some omissions,
such as 300B and 21 | valves.

dUukY ;«L ue;x

Vade-Mecum

LOUDSPEAKER BOOKS

BULLOCK ON BOXES, by
Robert M. Bullock £12.95

g
BULLOCK

by Robert M. Bullock il |
assisted by Robert White I

This book relies on manipulation of Thiele-
Small parameters (supplied with all drive
units) to optimise reflex box design, but
with a calculator and at high school level.
With lots of helpful tables and graphs, this
straighzforward book is every beginners
best bet for getting to grips with sizing the
box and port of a reflex loudspeaker.

ACOUSTICS, by Leo L. Beranek
£39.95
From analogous electrical circuits important
for modelling, the author moves through
to microphones then loudspeakers. He
covers design factors, showing how theory
influences practice
in drive units.
Loudspeaker ———
enclosure types
covered include
sealed, ported and
hom.The
behaviour of
sound in rooms,
very important for
hi-fi, is also
covered extremely
well here.

ACOUSTICS

Leo L. Beranck

QUICK & EASY
TRANSMISSION LINE
SPEAKER DESIGN by

QUICK

THEORY AND DESIGN

Larry D. Sharp. £10.95

A practical approach to
designing and building your own
transmission line loudspeaker.
Covers the background theory,
but is very practical in approach.
Design examples and equations,
even a computer package to run
under Lotus |23 which takes
care of the maths.

HI-FI WORLD

OF LOUDSPEAKER
& ENCLOSURES by ). E.
EASY Benson. £23.95

TRANSMISSION LINE
SPEAKI?; DESIGN

Lawy D. Sharg

7 his book covers loudspeaker
enclosure design; infinite baffle,
reflex, passive radiator etc in
great detail, with a highly
mathematical approach, maxing

it unsuitable for beginners, but
nighly authoritave to {
experienced designers with a ‘
good foundation in acoustics. [
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SOLID STATE
ELECTRONICS

THE ART OF ELECTRONICS, by

P. Horowitz and W. Hill. £35
The definttive

electronics book. 0 2
The Art of =3 ]

Electronics is an
ideal book for the
beginner through
to the engineer.
Written in easy to
understand
English, each
chapter takes you
from basic first
principles through
to full design
exercises and practical circuits.

THE ART OF LINEAR
ELECTRONICS, by ]. Linsley-
Hood. £16.95
Concentrates
specifically on
analogue
electronics for
audio and goes
into detail on
obscure topics
like the
drawbacks of
feedback, as

' i
“m EAR
| ==
C o well as its
advantages.
Covers mainly
solid state but

also includes valves. A mus: for serious
enthusiasts and budding designers.

AUDIO
ANTHOLOGIES

Audio Anthologies - When
Audio Was Young

There are five volumes of the Audio
Anthologies, listed below with a brief
description and guide to their contents.
They cover one of the most exciting and
important eras of hi-fi, from the end of the
second world war, through the
introduction of stereo, magnetic recording,
binaural recording and the FM Multiplex
decoder. They contain many ground
breaking circuits and theory covering all
aspects of hi-fi design. A must for valve
enthusiasts.

Volume One - May 1947 to
December 1949

The first new audio amplfiers, tuners and
speakers designed after the long delays of
the Great Depression and World War .

Summary of Contents: 9.5watt, Swatt
and 6.5 watt 6AS7G amplifiers, 30watt
300B amplifier, valve FM tuning indicator,
30watt 21 | power amplifier, cathode
follower amplifier using 6V6, an adaptation
of the Williamson amplifier, valve phono
preamplifier, several horn and reflex
loudspeaker designs and much more.

Volume Two - January 1950 to
July 1952

More great amplifiers, preamps,
loudspeaker designs, and the first glimmer
of the stereo revolution plus magnetic
recording aids.

Summary of Contents: Uttra linear 6L6
design and operation of the Williamson, a
direct coupled amplifier, Williamson type
amplifier using 6A5s, 40watt 845 push-pull
amplifier, valve phono and line preamps,
valves and loudspeaker damping, design
and construction of reflex and hom
loudspeakers.

Volume Three - August 1952
to June 1955

Seven power amplifiers, eighteen preamps,
twelve loudspeaker designs, including four
hom types and binaural recording
techniques.

Summary of Contents: Simple valve
phono stage, transformeriess amplifier
using 6082, 20watt 5881 amplifier, |Owatt
6V6 amplifier, stereo valve preamp, high
quality valve phono stage, a preamp for the
Williamson, low distortion tone control
preamp, binaural or stereophonic?,
transistor phono amp, cormer hom
loudspeaker, concrete homn loudspeaker.

Volume Four - July 1955 to
December 1957

How to plan an audio system, twelve
amplifiers and preamps, solid state
techniques and circuits introduced and six
loudspeaker designs.

Summary of Contents: | 8watt 5881
amplifier, 4watt single-ended tweeter
amplifier, budget | | watt amplifier, versatile
bass/treble control, transistor theory,
transistor preamp, transistor techniques,
battery powered transistor phono preamp,
loudspeakers explained.

Volume Five - January 1958 to
December 1959

Stereo comes to full flower with four FM
Muftiplex decoder designs, seven power
amps, eleven preamps, a commercial killer,
five loudspeakers, and theory articles by
Olson, Crowhurst and McProud.
Summary of Contents: Stereo valve
multiplex decoder, 7watt EL84 amplifier,
valve active crossover and 20watt treble
amp/50watt bass amp., monaural, binaural,
monophonic and stereophonic explained,

heterodyne FM multiplex adapter,
transistor preamp, 60watt EL34 amplifier,
high power audio amplifiers, hi-fi
loudspeaker enclosure.

£14.95each
£69.95

Price
All five for

AN APPROACH TO AUDIO
FREQUENCY AMPLIFIER
DESIGN, seventeen circuits
from 5 to |1 100watts. General
Electric Co. £19.95

— —
AN APPROACH TO

AUDIO FREQUENCY
AMPLIFIER DESIGN

Seventean Circuits from $ to 1 100 watts

Seventeen high
quality amplifier
designs from
the Research
Laboratories of
the General
Electric
Company (UK).
Designs range

from 5 to

| O0watts, using el
KTé6s, KT88s, T s
DA100s, etc. -

Also includes two valve pre-amplifiers
complete with valve phono stages.

MULLARD TUBE CIRCUITS FOR
AUDIO AMPLIFIERS. £13.95
First published in 1959 by Mullard, this
book includes full designs for eleven power
and control
amplifiers,
including the
5-20, using
valves. This
book begins
with a four-
chapter
tutorial on
getting the
best sound
from valve
amplifiers.

TUBE CIRCUITS FOR
AUDIO AMPLIFIERS

THE WILLIAMSON AMPLIFIER,

HI-FI WORLD
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THE WILLIAMSON AMPLIFIER, A popular and easy to understand book on  a vintage electrostatic or are just interested

by D. T. N. Williamson. £9.95  icing loudspeakers, using empirical in the principles behind electrostatics, this
In April 947, Williamson's valve power techniques that pre-date computer book is a must.

amplifier become an overmight success. analysis. A fine grounding, written by a

The author takes you deep into his design manufacturer with first hand experience -

decisions and offers practical advice on recommended for beginners.

how to build the amplifier and set it up for
best performance.
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G A. BRIGGS Ew
’ (i THE LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN
COOKBOOK, by

ELECTROSTATIC Vance Dickason.

LOUDSPEAKER DESIGN AND £23.75

CONSTRUCTION, by Ronald This best selling book in the
LOUDSPEAKERS Wagner. £19.95 field of loudspeakers offers

This book takes you step by step through good, up-to-date practical

the design and construction of a full range design information for the
LOUDSPEAKERS: THE WHY electrostatic loudspeaker, including the home constructor. Like today's
AND HOW OF GOOD basic operating principles behind manufacturers it uses moderm
REPRODUCTION, by G. A. electrostatics. Whether you intend to build ~ Thiele Small theory and
Briggs. £10.95 your own electrostatic, repair and restore parameters.

PRICE P&P Audio Publishing Ltd.
UK. | wish to pay by Visa/Access, please debit my card no:

O An Approach to Audio Frequency Amplifiers...........£19.95 £2.00

O Mullard Circuits for Audio Amplifers ... enss oo | | T TTTILITITLTLLLTLLT]
[ The Williamson Amplifier. ... . £9.95 £1.00

O Principles of Electron Tubes..... £2995  £200  Expiry date: I:I:I:D SINATUIE: oo
[ 70 Years of Radio Tubes & Valves... . pal s £2.00

[ Electronic Universal Vade Mecum.... e £4995  £600

[J Loudspeakers: The Why & How ..............
[ Electrostatic ‘Speaker Design & Construction
[ The Loudspeaker Design Cookbook..........

. £10.95 £100  Name
£1995  £200
£2375  £200  Delivery Addres

[ Transmission Line Speaker Design ... £1095  £2.00
[0 Theory and Design of Loudspeaker Enclosures........... £23.95 £400
[ Bullock on Boxes .£12.95 £2.00
i O Acoustics . £39.95 £4.00 Tel:
O The Art of Electronics -.£35.00 £5.50 N.B. If delivery address if different to the credit card holder's address please supply both.
g :/‘zleugret gnl_elnearElectronlcs i ' E : 232 E%gg Please send completed order form together with your cheque/PO to:
i [J Volume Two ... .£14.95 £2.00 HI-FI WORLD, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 [EX.
[0 Volume Three ..£1495 £2.00
3 Volume Four ... £1495 £2.00 e Crad Gard Orders re——
O Volume Five.... Y S —— .£1495  £200 iy Tocrhone 017! - 266 041 - 24 hour Mal Order Answerphone Q
[ Volume Six 1495 £2.00
O Audio Anthologies - complete set £83.95 inc FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
For 10 or more books p&p in the UK is free. Overseas contact us for p&p prices cco cHO MO [ o ‘:
| enclose cheque/PO for £ ... made payable to

[J Your name and address may be added to our mailing list 0aly. If you would prefer not AUTH CO J DATE |

to receive details of new products or special offers please tick box.
Hi-Fi World magazine is published by Audio Publishing Ltd

AUG 95 Please allow 28 days for delivery

DATE SENT | ]
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Classic Records
present landmark

reissues of some of the

vinyl which produces a
super-flat extra heavy

best stereo classical
and Verve jazz LPs

ever made.

Original master tapes

are used in the

mastering and cutting

of all lacquers.

Focusing on being as

faithful to the original

possible, these high

master tapes as

quality heavy vinyl

pressings are

outstanding in every

respect.

Lee-2438

Pressings are made
using HQ180gm virgin

disc of unmatched

sound quality

SPECIAL RETAIL OFFER:

Buy 2 or more RCA LSC LPs @ £25 each
(This offer does not apply to LSC 2313 & 6065,

LSC
LsC
LSC
LSC
LSC
LsC
LSC
LSC
LSC
LSC
LSC
LSC
LsC
LSC
LSC

1817
1900
1934
2201
2222
2225
2313
2449
2456
2285
2298
2343
2500
2541
2436

OFFENBACH - Gaite Parisienne £28
BERLIOZ - Symphony Fantastique  £28
BARTOK - Concerto For Orchestra  £28
MUSSORGSKY - Pictures At An... £28
DEBUSSY - Iberia (Reiner) £28
WITCHES BREW (Gibson) £28

SOLT! - Venice (Royal Opera House) £37

GOUND - Faust/BIZET - Carmen £28
LALO - Symphonie Espagnole £28
WALTON - Facade £28
BORODIN - 2nd Symphony £28
REINER - Festival (Chicago S.0) £28

STRAUSS - Waltzes (Reiner, C.S.0) £28
LISZT - TODTENTANZ £28
RESPIGH! - Pines Of Rome (Reiner) £28

""" * 5§ LIVING | STEREO |2 ©

AL

uvwa sfsnso g | 1iic

Reiner

Symphony

o
(3

AT

Audiophile International Presents

Pure Virgin Vinyl LP's

Pressings By Classic Records
LSC 2446 RIMSKY-KORSAKOV

R »ﬂgon

alMSKV KORSAKQFF

1L
REINER
CHICAGO SYMPHONY

-—--. e

Scheherzade

A personal favourite among the RCA living stereos.
Fritz Reiner drives the Chicago Symphony Orchestra
at a perfect pace throughout and the musicians rise to
the occasion, most notably concertmaster Sidney
Harth who's violin solo at the end of 'Festival in
Baghdad' may bring tears to your eyes. Richard Mohr,
in writing the original liner notes, said of the CSO
“Under Dr. Reiner's direction (they) have achieved
what can only be termed a musical revelation and that
in the most literal sense”

LSC 2150 PROKOFIEV

SAbauan Lt. Kije

Chicago

RCAs.

% LVING ' STEREO =

Reiner leads the Chicago Symphony Orchestra here in
this exceptional recording - bass is very deep and
dynamic and strings have a marvellously delicate and
detailed quality. There is a beautiful sense of hall
ambience and reverb coupled with a natural soundstage
which, when combined with maestro Reiner's
interpretation, make this one of the most desirable of the

LSC 2436 RESPIGHI

RIGEGH
ClICAGEY STNTRONY

Lj’%

PINES OF ROMF

REINE 24

ax
- i

FOUNTAINS GF ROME

ey P2

on record.

To Order Visa / Access Call
24 Hour Fax

LSC 1817 OFFENBACH - Gaite Parisienne £28
LSC 24485 RIMSKY-KORSAKOV - Scheherzazde£28
LSC 2134 OVERTURE! OVERTURE! £28

LSC 2150 PROKOFIEY - Lt. Kije (Reiner, CSO) £28
LSC 2183 THE REINER SOUND £28
LSC 2418 ELGAR - Enigma Variations £28

CLASSIC RECORDS VERVE JAZZ

ELLINGTON & HODGES - Back To Back £25
COLEMAN HAWKINS ENCOUNTERS £25
COLEMAN HAWKINS - Alive At The Village Gate £25
BILLY HOLDAY - Songs For Distingue Lovers £25
ELLA FITZGERALD - Let No Man Write My... £25
BILL EVANS - Live At Meantreux £25
ELLINGTON & HODGES - Side By Side £25

‘Classic Records' Dealer inquiries welcome

Pines Of Rome

For many years the only way to hear this LP was on the
1s / 1s pressing version which was almost unobtainable
at any price (Higher pressing numbers were cut at much
lower levels with a subsequent loss of dynamics,
richness and ambience). Now Classic Records have
come to the rescue with a remastering job that goes
beyond even the 1s / 1s original, and does full justice to
this remarkable performance by Reiner and the Chicago
Symphony Orchestra, widely considered to be the best

Available Now From Audiophile International

01276 855578
01276 855580
01276 855530

Audiophile International Ltd.
P.O. Box 303, Chobham, Surrey, GU24 8RX.

Wae are now the official importers for Classic Records -
RCA classical, Verve jazz, as well as DCC Compact
Classics, King Super Analogue, Analogue Audio
Association, Edition Open Window and we now handle
exclusively all mail order sales for Mobile Fidelity.

If you really like music and want the latest releases on
standard vinyl, gold CD and audiophile vinyl and the
reassurance that your order will reach you safely you
ought to join our world wide data base. Send £3 in
postage stamps for our ‘95 gloss catalogue which
contains the UKs largest selection of audiophile
recordings, then receive free of charge monthly
‘update’ catalogues containing new releases and used
mint condition LPs.



Audiophile International Presents

LP's,CD's & Accessories

THIS MONTHS RECOMMENDED

Vinyl Pressings

MARY BLACK - Circus New Release £10
BLONDIE - The Remix Project U.S. Import 2LP £15
JACKSON BROWNE - I'm Alive £12
DYNALD BYRD - Kofi £12
LEONARD COHEN - I'm Your Man U.S Import 2

COUNTRY - Country by Vinyl Junkie ~ 2LP 25112
THE CRANBERRIES - Now Need To Argue

MILES DAVIS - Kind Of Blue U.S. Analogue

DIRE STRAITS - On Every Street u.s. 2
BOB DYLAN - MTV Unplugged 2
ALI FARKA TOURE & RY COODER - Talking Timbuktu £12
VAN MORRISON - Days Like This £10
OASIS - Definitely Maybe 2LP £12
PAUL WELLER - Stanley Road £10
FRANK ZAPPA - We're Only In It For The Money £12
YELLO - Baby Stunning £8
and

PINK FLOYD - Pulse 4LP box £44

ALTO PRESENT; EMI - ASD

180gm HQ Vinyl Pressings

NORMALLY £25 NOW £22 ON SELECTED TITLES - SAVE £3/

ASD 545 FALLA - Nights In The Gardens Of Spain £22
ASD 3018 TCHAIKOVSKY - Manfred Symphony (Previn) 2LP  £32
ASD 3284 RACHMANINOFF - The Bells (Previn, LSO) £22
ASD 3911 SCHOSTAKOVICH - Symphony No.13 (Previn) 2LP £32
AVAILABLE SOON

ASD 608 FALLA - Three Cornered Hat (De Burgos, PO)

ASD 3906 GRACE WILLIAMS - Welsh Nursery Rhymes

ACCESSORIES - TORUMAT

All accessories prices include postage charges.

TC-2 TORUMAT CONNECTION CONDITIONER
This is a special formular that promotes conductivity between metals
for improved audio - and video - performance. £15.95

TM-7XH TORUMAT SUPER RECORD CLEANING SOLUTION
Our most popular and highly recommended detergent-based non-
alcohol cleaning formula. Torumat TM-7XH is safe for all viny!
records and all types of vacuum powered machines, including Nitty
Gritty, Record Doctor, VPI, Moth, Keith Monks and more. £15.95
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CDX-15 TORUMAT CD CONDITIONER LIQUID

CDX-15 Cleans and conditions the surfaces of lazer discs for better
sound without loss of musical information. Stunning reviews in all US
Hi-Fi magazines. £15.95
ANALOGUE PRODUCTIONS

180gm HQ Vinyl Pressings

JIMMY ROGERS - Blue Bird £25
ART PEPPER - Meets The Rhythm section £25
SONNY ROLLINS - Way Out West £25
LIGHTNIN' HOPKINS - Goin' Away £25
BILL EVANS - Waltz For Debby £25
DUKE ELLINGTON - This Ones For Blanton £25
CHET BAKER - Chet £25
RALPH SUTTON - Partners In Crime. £25
THE DON EWELL QUARTETTE - Yellow Dog Blues £25
RAY BROWN - Super Bass £25
MILES DAVIS - Cookin' New £25
DOC & MERLE WATSON - Pickin' The Blues New £25
BASIE JAM New £25
COUNT BASIE - Farmers Market Barbecue New £25

CHARLIE BYRD - The Guitar Artistry Of... New £25

SRR
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‘Section
@ Patl Chembers
Philly Joe Jones:

Worldwide Mail Order

01276 855578
01276 855580
01276 855530

Retail Orders
Fax 24 Hours
Wholesale




hi est prices for new. xdem & s/h equipment /i

MARK LEVINSON n.23.5 mintS/H  £3750 NEAT PETITE mintS/H  £395
KRELL KSA 2508 mintS/H  £3500 SONUS FABER EXTREMA + stds mint S/H  £4500
KRELL KST 100 mintS/H - £1750  DYNAUDIO AUDIENCE 10 mintSH  £345
NRG 201S mintS/H  £2750 KEF 103.4 asnew €795
EXPOSURE Vil monoblocks ~ mintS/H €535 SONUS FABER AMATORS mintSH  £1895
TESSERAC TAMP 60 monolocks mint SH  £4995. APOGEE CALIPER SIG mintSMH - £1495
AUDIO RESEARCH M300 mintS/H  £4995 MERIOIAN D6000 mintSH - £5495
JADIS JA 500 monoblocks mintS/H  £8935 ATC SCM 100 uge £1795
QUAD 606 ugc €350 APOGEE STAGE mint SH - £1295
CONRAD JOHNSON MV50 mintSH  £750 MAGNEPLANAR 1.4 mintSMH - €595
CHORD SPM 1000 mintS/H €995 SONUS FABER MINIMA
JADIS JA30 monoblocks mintSH  £2250 AMATORS mintS/H  £995
ELECTROCOMPANIET AW100  asnew £1395 SPICA ANGELUS mintSH  £695
PROCEED AMP 2 asnew £1395 WILSON WATT 3 PUPPY 2 mintS/H - £6995
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S800  mintS/H €350 ATC SCM 50A asnew £3950
AUDIO RESEARCH V140 mint SH  £4995 PROAC RESPONSE It asnew £1495
AUDIQ INNOVATIONS 2nd Audio mint SH ~ £1495
LUMLEY REF 150 mintS/H  £1435  WADIA 16 asnew £5995
GOLOMUND MIMESIS 3 mintSH  £2300 MARK LEVINSON no31 fransport  asnew  £4750
CAOENCE M2/MA2 x-dem  £1995 AUDIO RESEARCH DAC 1 mintSH  £1195
QUAO 33/303 minS/H  £195 P.S. AUDIO ULTRALINK mintSH - £1195
LFD PAILLSI mintSH  £995 REVOXH2 mintSH - £595
McCormack ONA 1 asnew £1500 MERIDIAN 602/606 mintS/H - £1495
JAQIS OEFY 7 asnew £3500 MERIOIAN 2068 mint SH  £450
NAIM 90.3/92 asnew £550 SONY X333ES mintSH  £395
KRELL KSA 100 S asnew £4750 PHILIPS CD 850 mintSH  £175
KRELL KSA 50 S asnew £2995 WADIA 64 dac mint SH - £1995
MERIDIAN 205 monoblocks asnew  £450 NAIMCD1 mintSH  £1195
MERIOIAN 555 asnew  £395 WAQIA 21 infegrated asnew £3895
JEFF ROWLAND MODEL 3 asnew £2495 ACCUPHASE OP.70 mintS/H  £2250
WADIA 22 TRANSPORT new £1650
AUDIO RESEARCHLS 2B mkit  mint S/H  £2750 WADIA 26 DAC new £2250
AUDIO RESEARCH SP9 mkll ~ mint S/~ £895 NAIM CD3 asnew  £595
AUDIO INNOVATIONS L2 mintS/H  £450 MARK LEVINSON No. 35 mint SMH - £3750
HEYBROOK SIGNATURE asnew  £395
AUDIO RESEARCH LS2 mintS/H - £1595  ALPHASON SYMPHONY
MARK LEVINSON 28L mintS/H  £1895  ATLAS POWER SUPPLY mintS/H - £1295
MERIDIAN 201 mintSH - £395 VPITNT mk Il mint SH - £1995
TESSERAC TAP-A Line/phono ~ X-dem  £3995 ROKSAN XERXES/ARTEMIS/SHIRAZ
CLASSE OR6 asnew £2435 ARTA XERXES/CORUSBLACK mintS/H  £1095
JADIS JP 80 mc asnew £7995 VOYD “THEVOYD" mintSH €995
SONIC FRONTIERS SFL-1 mintSH  £695 SME SERIES 20V POA
TESSERAC TALA Line X-dem  £995 KUZMA STOGI/STABI+PSU  mintSM  £995
BURMESTER 808 Line/phono  mint SH  £2295 LUMLEY STRATOSPHERE STI POA
AUQIO RESEARCHSP15mkil  mntS/H  £3250 GOLDMUND STUOIO/T3F/PSU  mint SH  £4250
EXPDSURE XVII asnew  £495 VOYD VALOI/RB300 SH  £450
KOETSU RED mntSH  £495
CREEK 4240 mintS/H  £175  AUOIO NOTE I/0 mintSH  £795
MISSION CYRUS 3 + PSX asnew  £550 ORTOFON MC 7500 asnew £1495
AUDIO INNOVATIONS S500  mint S/H  £495 TESSERAC phono stage x-dem  £995
ARCAM ZETA ONE. AV. asnew  £695 MICHELL ISO/HERA mintSH  £395
NAIM NAIT 2 mintS/H  £250 KINSHAW PERCEPTION mintSH €295
DENON DL 304 asnew £145
SPENDOR SP9/1 asnew £2395 MERIDIAN 204 TUNER mintSH  £395
SOUNDLAB A3 mint S/H - £3500  NAIM NAT 02 TUNER mintSH  £595
STAX F81X asnew £4995

MINT S/H - Second hand as good an
example as we've seen
anywhere

nGHOIGE 7

AS NEW - Typically less than 4 months (01 81 ) 392 1959
old in new condition (0181) 392 1994 phonesfax
X-DEM - Typically "as new but may Equipment bought or part

be older
G.C/V.G.C - In perfecct working condition
but may be marked

exchanged
Full demonstration facility - by
appointment
Major credit cards accepted
9.30am - 8,00pm 7days

T

DESPERATELY SEEKING
TOP QUALITY HI-FI
due to the success of
The Hi-Fi Exchange
we have clients looking to
purchase your equipment
Call now for best prices
0181 392 1963

m DECEMBER 1995

BARGAINS

Discontinued Products

We are offering well reviewed products at substantial discounts.

NOW
Orelle SC-200 pre-amp gggpg 22049
Orelle SP-200 Power amp £799 £499
Orelle CD-480 cp player £399 £299
Orelle SP-150 Poweramp £499 £299
Orelle Orators speaker system £849 £499

All products are new boxed units with 1 year warranty,
Stocks are limited, so hurry to avoid disappointment.

Sales Hotline. (0181) 810 9388

Cable Talk

r-,

Po

The full range of our
Award Winning Cables are
available from your

local dealer.

PLEASE TELEPHONE o 1 252'373434
FAX o 1 252'37 1 8 1 8 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

DEO A OR
A 4 WA A ' . AlL ORDER DIR 0 DA
\/ OMP
MAKE | MDDEL CARTRIDGE | STYLUS SWISS QUALITY DIAMDND STYLI PRICE
Aroam (G 7 wo NA £18.00 QLM 30, RO ¥4 £8.00
E77,E77 Mg NA £36.00 R20 XE. OLM, 34/36, XLM Il £12.50
P77 PT7 Mg NA €47.00 | Awa AN 5/11/30/608745 £8.00
Audio | AT 95€ £21.00 £12.50 AN 2/50/70/77/D/4932/8743 £10.00
Technica | AT 110 € £26.50 £16.00 | Akai RS 33/35/38/84'85%0 £8.00
AT 450€ £57.00 £34.00 | &SR ST 1415/1617/19/21 £3.00
AT 0C3 £92.00 £64.00° | Dual DN 145/155/165/E,DN 149 § £12.50
ATOCS £125.00 £90.00° | Goldring |GB00/820/850 (D110/D120/D130) £8.00
AT 0C9 £216.00 | £155.00° G800 Sup E £12.50
Denon | DL 110 £65.00 £52.00° | Mitachi | 0S-ST 7/t2/14n5/26/30/351102 £8.00
DL 160 £85.00 £68.00 0S-ST 5/16/23/24/25/55/103/104 £10.00
OL 304 £185.00 [ £160.00° | Jve OT 33/35/36/45/55%60/65, DT Z1 S £8.00
Goldring | ELECTRA £24.00 £16.00 | Kenwood |N 47/48/51/5360/61/63/66/72 £8.00
1006 £44.00 £29.00 | (Trio) [N 36/37/43/45/56/5962/676¥71 £10.00
1012 GX £58.00 £38.00 | National |EPS 23/24/25/30/33/51 CS/270 D £8.00
1022 GX £76.00 £49.00 | (Yechnics)| EPS 43/52/75/76/ STSD, P30733 D £8.00
1042 £94.00 £61.00 P30 E(upgrade), EPS 205/207 € £12.50
ERDICA (LUH) £90.00 £60.00° | Ortofon | FF 15AMMS 10/20 EIl, OM/P 20 £12.50
Philips | GP 371/400/780/400 It/ £8.00
s YOUR GP 330/370/401/401 11/412 )1 £10.00
FOR A gtase Pioneer | PN 210/220/240/K65/2501/295T £8.00
Sansui | SN 27/28/29/33/34/37/41/50/80/101 £8.00
Nagaoka | MP11 NA £13.50 ST 8D/100/15J/G6/G13 £6.00
Sanyo | ST G 8/%10,ST 28/29/35/37/40 D £8.00
(SR OMSESOMPUSE B 100 | teichen | STY10411116/11 71181230124 £8.00
OM 78 (Stylus) N/A £26.00 | Shap  |N 75-6/C/GN 91 GSS 35C £8.00
0OM10, OMP10 £25.00 £18.00 | Shure | N 44 EN 70 EJN 75 ED/ES T2 £10.00
N 55 E.N 95 ED/EJ N 97/105 ED £12.50
M20 £63.00 £35.00 A
g VN 15€, VN 35E (V 15 IHE) £15.00
OM30 £81.00 £60.00 N 95/97 HE. VN 35 HE £20.00
OMNCLUB S £31.50 £18.00 | Sony ND 133/134/142/150/155/200 G £8.00
510 £31.50 £21.0 ND 115/143/148/153/220/250 G £10.00
e o cag.go | Toshiba [N 538560 DY N 62292 N 717290 s
530 £85.00 i I
540 £112.00
MCY Turbo £58.00
MC3 Turbo £112.00
MC 10 Super £85.00
MC 15 Super £112.00 gmﬂ:ﬁ F'": g
ightciul
RiSE LIERID) OM Nightclub €
MC 25 FL. £200.00 Cone Nightctub §
MC 10 Supreme £234.00 000 | __ Conc Nightctub E 8.00
MC 20 Supreme £340.00 £255.00° | DJ Packs comprse 1 cartridge complete +2 sty in a
MC 30 Supreme £425.00 | £a1g.p0+ | Presentation Box
Shure VN 35 MR (v150) £68.00 | REMOTE CONTROL
TOPTEL 2 one for all - controls up to 5 separate TV, VCR, SAT
5 MR 151V £90.00
oM (B ‘l and AUX preces Enhanced features for all popular makes -
V15 VMR NA £130.00 | ro0rammabe
Stanton | 500 AL Disco £30.00 £18.00 | Please supply equipment make, mode! and remote number
680 ALX Orsco £44.00 £32.00 | detarls with order
680 ELX Disco £54.00 £9.00 | SPECIALPRICE 2 T
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HI-FI CONFIDENTIAL
GUARANTEES YOU REAL
SAVINGD; JUST PHONE

0171 ‘)‘l‘l 7225
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AWARD WINNING PRODUCTS
AUDIO- AVAILABLE NOW
INNQVATIONS -

B&W
BOSE
CANON

Prolodi;and the ryears best hi-fi

Hi-fi AMPS Rotel RA 9301l - available
Yamaha DSPA 2070 - available
Marantz PM 55SE - AMP

Harman: AV1. 200 - Prologic amp -

Castle Severn - available
Monitor Audio 20SE - available
Yamaha NSE 80 - available
JBL Control ONE - available
JBL MR centre - available
Canon SC 20 - available

LHALK E[l):a"abli\VCZ 800 - Prok Subwooter - Rel St Strat:
non rofogic amp ubwooter - Rel Strom - Strata
CASTLE available available
Kenwood KR x 1000 THX Receiver- -
DENON available Tuners: Denon TU 260L - available
DPA | Pioneer VSX 804RDS Prologic Receiver  Sony ST 5261 - available
available
GRUNDIG Yamaha DSPE 390 / 580 Processor - Cassette Decks: Techrics RSBX501
H 4 RM AN available available
Onkyo SR 211 - available Yamaha KX 580 - available
JBL Philips DCC 730 - available
PW CD Players:
J Pioneer PDS 703 - available Systems:AIWA NSXV 90 - available
JVC Technics SL PG 570A - availabte JVC Adagio S200 - available
Marantz CD 63SE - available Sony MHC 801 - available

KEF | Pioneer CLD 2950/ CLD D515 Pioneer NS! - available
Laserdisc player - available Oenon - D90 - available
KENWOOD N
MARANTZ Speakers:KEF Coda 7 - available Cable Talk - Audio Quest - /QED

TOL RTL 3 - available
Sony ss-176E- available

QUDUS - all available

MICROMEGA

HI-FI CONFIDENTIAL

34 Buckingham Palace Road, London SWIW ORE

Ph.O171 233 7225 -0171 233 O7794 - Fax O1713

[ il
» ™ "‘¢ ‘,“ SASSRE 1
MUSICAL
BARGAINS OF THE MONTH  |FIDELITY
NAD
Speakers Sale Price  Teac VRDT1 479
Castle Warwick(mahsgany) 129 Amolifh NAKAMICHI
Castle York (Walnut) 34 0m|‘l, 5;1“1 o i
Castle Dutha (Black) 27 O a/Sq. et £ NOKIA
Dynaudio Contour 18 1115 H i
Dynaudio Audience § 269 A:cnhgm!sl ggpesns Pair ggg PANASON IC
Monitor Audio 9 GoM I T (LU G PHILIPS
Orelle Orator 539 Audio Innovations 1.2 629
Royd Sapphire 2 219 Aflnnov 5200 429 I PIONEER
Spendor SP1/2 1009 Ainnov SB0O Anniversary 1129 U AD
Spendor SP7/1 1990 Adnnov CSI3°° e Q
Triangle Alcante grg  Afnnov Classic 25 REL
UKD O i Aura AV80 259
pera Prima 339 PA DSP 200S 499
KEF Reference 103/4 . DRA D s |SPENDOR
KEF Reference Mogel 1 )| R eEh g’e :
Pink Triangle Ventrica gog OPAD ower 676 (SONY
Kinshaw Overture 369
CD Players Kinshaw Perception 479 SUGDEN
- Lumbly Reference 1799
Marantz CD63MKIISE POA N
Marantz CD 53 169  Lumbly Reference so9 TANNOY
Marantz CD 63 L vpeadiisiad s 22 ITECHNICS
. usical Fideh
- 3% Musical Fidelty E300 659 | TOSHIBA
Awa XC950 179 g.“’" OMA;:)AO)( f;g TUBE
Orelie CO10T 629 Hloneer &
Orelle CD260 go5  Rotel Michi Complete 2Q TECHNOLOGY
Teac VRDS7 569 Sugden A488 423
Quad 306 Pawer 310 ['YAMAHA
[ 4 )\l
N )
2337226

Open 10am-6pm Mon-Sat All major credit cards welcome

MARTIN LOGAN ¢ ALCHEMIST ¢ AUDIO RESEARCH -

A

impuise

G

* DENON ¢ RESTEK * PROAC * JPW « MOTH ° PINK TRIANGLE * WADIA -

NR PETERSFIELD
MISSION
MUSICAL FIDELITY
KLIPSCH
DECAPO, AEGIS
SPEAKERS
LYRA CARTRIDGES
DPA200S HEYBROOK

HOME DEM
AUDIO SYNTHESIS ACOUSTIC ENERGY
WADIA 6, MICROMEGA STAGE, DAC-IN-A-BOX
TDL, SME, TEAC
VRDS 10, AUDIONOTE + AV

01730 - 895194

VALVE SPECIALISTS ON A SUPERIOR LEVEL

HAMPSHIRE
FOR OPENING
HOURS AND
APPOINTMENTS
PLEASE RING
9.30am - 7pm
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AUDIO INNOVATIONS * TUBE TECHNOLOGY * DPA -

HI-FI WORLD

o
For a great performance
Linn Products ¢ Arcam e Naim Audio ¢
Meridian ¢ Quad e
Nakamichi ¢ Denon e
Heybrook e Mission e
Yamaha ¢ NAD e
Record cleaning service ¢
Repairs ¢ Cables o

Open 6 days ¢ 10.00 to 18.00 ¢« BADA o

Overture HiFi Specialists
3 Church Lane
BANBURY

o) (o))
(01295) 272158

DECEMBER 1995 m
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Audia

SECONDHAND QUALITY HI-FI.
CUSTOM BUILT EQUIPMENT AND ACCESSORIES.
KITS BUILT TO ANY SPECIFICATION.

NEW IN THIS MONTH:-

LINN SONDEK WITH VALLHALLA BOARD AND LVX FOR £290
SOME OLD VALVE RADIOS AT £40 TO £80, GARRARD 401 AND 301 MOUNTED AND UNMOUNTED |
AND VARIOUS AMPLIFIERS FROM LEAK NAD TRIO NAIM SUGDEN ETC. VARIOUS GRUNDGE
TURNTABLES FROM £15 - £40.

ORIGINAL QUAD SLEEVE FOR 33/FM3 £50, THORENS TD124(II) WITH SME III £200 AND
VARIOUS GRUNGE AMPS & TUNERS THAT WERE TAKEN IN P/EXCHANGE TO BE DISPOSED OF AT
VERY GOOD PRICES!

WE SPECIALISE IN THE REPLAY OF “78” RPM RECORDS ETC.

DON'T FORGET OUR UNRIVALLED SELECTION OF SECONDHAND LP&CD.

HELPFUL ADVICE ALWAYS AVAILABLE, DROP IN FOR A CHAT. WE HAVE THE MOST
COMFORTABLE ARMCHAIRS AND ANY RECORD IN THE SHOP MAY BE AUDITIONED

25 LOWER MARSH, LONDON SE1 7AJ
WE ARE ADJACENT TO WATERLOO MAINLINE STATION.
TEL 0171 401 3830 FAX 0171 928 3999

OPENING HOURS ARE TUES. TO SATURDAY, 12:30 TO 18:30

SECOND HAND QUALITY HI-FI ALWAYS REQUIRED, ESPECIALLY VALVE
EQUIPMENT, WORKING OR NOT.

[RANSLUCENT

His master....

am ln/ll/fr‘/f/r‘/ { L
.\'. 115

X ﬁe‘:‘ ’.“

...is well
connected!

ALL CABLES ARE DOUBLE SCREENED,
PSEUDO BALANCED AND SILVER SOLDERED
USING QUALITY GOLD PLATED PLUGS

Translucent

. Acoustic Solutions is proud to
Translucent Crystalline offer a new

bespoke
Smart grey braid finish 58pf/metre  Smart black braid finish, double loudspeaker  service to
Half metre £59.99 (pr) silver content, PTFE insulated compliment our range of Acoustic Solutions
One metre £79.99 (pr) 74pf/metre interconnects. We can

Translucent +

Smart grey braid finish, double
silver content 64pf/metre

Half metre £79.99 (pr)

One metre £109.99 (pr)

Half metre £109.99 (pr)
One metre £149.99 (pr)

Please add £3.50 p & p per order
and aIIow 10 days for delivery.

CLASSIQUE Soumns

Classique House, 61 Aylestone Drive, Aylestone, Leicester LE2 8QE

Telephone: 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213740 (mobile)

engineer quality louspeakers
to your particular room and
system. For more information
on this exciting new service,
call or write soon.

ASL
18 Tamar Rise
Cheimsford
Springfield
Essex
Telephone 0973 149382




SLATE AUDIO ¢

Esoteric Developments

m o ] THE SPEAKERSTAND
The best speaker supports in the world.

State of the art in both performance and design. custom made to suit any loudspeaker. solid skate,
supremely rigid and totally stable.

“Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used.” Ken Kessler, HI-Fi

44 News R/R. “An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great

| precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports.” David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers.

“Superbly finished, the sound quality was considered to be first rate.” Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News RAR.

“The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something special.”

Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. “The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and

breathtaking.” Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. “The Slate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are

after an exceedingly neutral stand it’s the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptionally neutral

platform for speakers; highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight.”
SOUND QUALITY: i 18 I8 1 B Maicolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice.

SIATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401

The most musical record players in the world.

Our researched Solid Marble Plinth System® advances the state of the art and brings the
Garrards into the 215! century. All wooden plinths produce unacceptable levels of coloration,

microphony and feedback, with poor signal to noise ratios. When dealing with a thoroughbred
you must respond with a firm hand, as anybody who has heard the transformation will testify.

Dear Mr. Soper,
Thanks for sending me the plinth for my Garrard 401. F must confess, that I was a bit
sceptical about it, when I ordered one - after all, I bought it, without the possibility of
listening to it first. But the results I get are really unbeiievable. There is no rumbling,
instead deep, deep bass and an authority, I never heard before from my records. And
believe me. I tried some of the best turntables around (Linn LP 12, Roksan Xerxes).
Now I'm waiting for the forthcoming power-supply. The day I place my order for it, I
will do so without being a bit sceptical. Thanks again for a marvellous piece of art.
.

MR TEILINGER - AUSTRIA

36%%1«4...

THE GLASSMAT
The finest platter mat in the world.

The Glassmat was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players.

[ However it also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is its performance,
44 we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce
colorations of their own, robbing the music of farge amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve

l maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass
is ideal in every respect, damping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply sublime. In terms

of detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have
to consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the uitimate platter mat.

[
|
!
| £65.00 PLUS £3.50 FREIGHT.

L e

AT LAST THE POWERHOUSE OUR GARRARD 301/401 TD124 AND UNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY
PHONE NOW FOR A HOME TRIAL OF THE BEST TURNTABLE DRIVE SYSTEM EVER

THE GREEN MONSTER SOLID MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® FOR THE THORENS TD124.
MICKEY MOUSE A VERY SERIOUS UPGRADE FOR THE MICHELL GYRODEC iN SLATE.
BEDROCK SOLID SLATE PLINTH SYSTEM® FOR THE REGA PLANAR 2 AND 3.

SLATE AUDID GARRARD 301 AND 401 AVAILABLE COMPLETE DR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY.

SME/GARRARD 301 AND 401 CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS “GARRARD 301 OR 401 CELEBRATIDN" 308 £597.00 * 312 £694.00 1V £869.00 « V £1295.00.
THE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB300, FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS £155.00 + £3.50 FREIGHT.

THE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY TO FLOOR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT £25.00.

GOLD PHONOS (PAIR) £9.50 » GOLD BANANA PLUGS (FOUR) £8.00 « SORBOTHANE BIG FEET (FOUR) £48.00 ° SORBOTHANE CO FEET (FOUR) £30.00 ¢
SORBOTHANE SHEET (6”x6”) £15.00 « SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE £18.95 « GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR £7.50 TURNTABLE SERVICE £65.00.
WE OFFER A FULL MONEY BACK GUARANTEE IF NOT COMPLETELY DELIGHTED

FOR INFORMATION, SALES OR DEMONSTRATIONS, SPEAK TO PETER SOPER

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD.
TEL: 01525 384174 or 0421 624429



FOR PEOPLE WITH EARS!

VALVE AMPLIFIER MODIFICATIONS THAT

MUSICALLY ENHANCE THE PERFORMANCE
CRITICAL PARTS ONLY OR FULL REBUILDS WITH
YOUR COMPONENT PREFERENCES
POWER SUPPLIES FOR VALVE AND SOLID STATE PRE-AMPS D.A.C.S.

THE ULTIMATE HI-CAP REPLACEMENT IS NOW AVAILABLE
TURNTABLE POWER SUPPLIES FOR LINN LP12, ORACLE E.T.C.

HAND MADE SILVER INTERCONNECTS, SPEAKER CABLES VALVE
AMPLIFIERS, VALVE OUTPUT STAGE FOR C.D.
PLAYERS AND DIGITAL TO ANALOGUE CONVERTERS
PHONE/FAX FOR INFORMATION

THE AUDIO ECLAT Tel: 01642 559543
Fax: 01642 535655

d o eE WESTWOOD & MASON
HI-FI RETAILER
. SERVING LONDON
A FROM BATTERSEA
ORANGES
& LEMONS

Juicy fruit from London’s newest, freshest
hi-fi/home cinema retailer. Telephone for demonstrations
or just pop in. All the usual,

i.e friendly and efficient service,
free home installation + credit cards,

0% credit finance available.

CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON,
EPOS, MICROMEGA, NAD, NAIM, QUAD, REGA,
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,
STANDS UNIQUE,

with more to come.

THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER

0171 - 924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SW11

Arcam, Aura, Celestion, Denon,
KEF, Marantz, Mission, Naim,
Nakamichi, Project, Quad, Rega,
Rotel, Royd, Tannoy, TDL, Yamahq,
Cord Co., Goldring, Grado,
Klipsch, JPW, Infinity.

WESTWOOD & MASON (OXFORD) LTD
46 GEORGE ST
OXFORD

TEL OXFORD (01865) 247783
CLOSED THURSDAY




SOUND-BYTES

High Density Filler Material for Speakers and Stands

As any hi-fi specialist will tell you, to get the maximum benefit from your
lcud-speaker / speaker stamd combination, you should fill your stands with
a suitable material. Now avcilable are SOUND-BYTES, uniquely shaped
steel chips that, once poured inio the speaker stand, effeclively provide a
solid steel core within. This makes the stand an exiemely dense heavy
platform, ideal ¥or geiting the best out of your speaker system.

Once your stands or suitable floorstanding speakers are filled, you will
immediately notice an improvement in lower frequencies, in the form of a
much tighter, punchier bass response. Available in 4 litre tubs of
approximately 20Kgs in weight, each tub will provide enough SOUND-BYTES
to adequately fill most commonly available spaaker stands and floorstanding
speakers.

” interlocking steel delta-shaped bytes n superb value for money

n superb soumnd isolation ! suitable for support tables
” very nearly the full density of lead ” four times the density of sand

! suitable for all hollow speaker stands ” suitable for many floor-standing speakers

RECOMMENDED BY THE UK'S LEADING STAND AND
LOUDSPEAKER MANUFACTURERS....

TARGET 53

RUARK

A Snoke of Geatus

@ a
o S | ) = APZLL% SOUNDSTYLE

HI.EL FURNITVRS A

ALSO AVAILABLE FROM

Quality HI FI CORNER IS

Supplhers of: Colin Mackenzies's

* Technics » Denon ¥ Harman/kardon
jraiagie HI-FI-CORNER g DENSEN

* Micromega * Onkyo ' + Aiwa »Cyrus * TDL
9 y Scotland's No.1 s CD MAGIC
HI-FI Company

52 Gordon Street, ;‘JA‘;LS‘;": s "02':;(‘5&‘5'5\'-"; 21 Rose Street,

ubject o Status ’ "
Glasgow § Yoars Guarantee on o Loudspeaters 2 Years Guarantee Edmbu’gn £ 9 9 5
0141 248 2840 0i31 220 1535 ) ]

42-44:Cow Wynd 01 31 556 7901 1Haddmgton pl, We don't know how it works, but
Falkirk

Edinburgh if it doesn't improve your sound
0131556 7901 we'll give you your money back!

>>>SPECIAL OFFER PRICE £19.95<<<

07324 629017 Carriage £5.00  Allow 14 Days Delivery.




,{, Vioted for by the press, the tradé
and YOU the British public!

MISSION 731 Winners on this p
Best s O
Loudspeaker the map oppo#i|
under £300

A superb budget MISSION 753

loudspeaker
for under Winner

Loudspeaker over £300

Another award
to add to the collection

| — e e e —

-

ARCAM XETA ONE

Best Home
Cinema Amp

Home cinema amp with a musical pedigree

CYRUS Il Best amplifier over £300

European Amplifier
of the Year ’94/°95

Why not use the cash you were
going to spend on a less expensive
tuner as the down payment for the best?

ARCAM
ALPHA 5 PLUS CD

Best CD Player
under £500

The best selling
UK made CD Player

World Radio History



30 MUSIC MATTERS HI-FI STOURBRIDGE 01384 444 184

31 NDRMAN AUDIO PRESTON 01772 253 057
32 NORMAN AUDIO BLACKPODODL 01253 295661

33 PJ HI-FI GUILDFORD 01483 504801
% 34 RADFORDS BRISTOL D117 944 1010

35 RADFORDS WINDSOR 01753 856 931

36 RADFORDS EXETER 01392 218895

37 RADFORDS BATH 01225 446245

38 RADFORDS CARDIFF 01222398121

39 RADFORDS TORQUAY 01803 326723

40 RADFORDS PLYMOUTH 01752 226011

41 RADFORDS OXFDRD 01865 511241

42 RAYLEIGH HI-FI CHELMSFORD 01245 265245

43 RAYLEIGH HI-FI RAYLEIGH 01268 779762
44 RAYLEIGH HI-FI SOUTHEND-ON-SEA 01702 435255

45 THE AUDIGFILE BISHOPS STORTFORO 01279 506576

46 THE AUDIOFILE CAMBRIDGE 01223 368305
47 THE POWERPLANT BRIGHTON D1273 775978

Credit facilities are variable.
Please ask for written detalls

B/

4 4

w neareSt stockist

1 HI-FI GORNER GLASSDW D141 248 2840
2 JAMES KERR GLASGDW 0141 332 0988
3 HI-FI CORNER EDINBURGH 0131 220 1535
4 Hi-FI CORNER EDINBURGH 0131 556 7901
5 HI-FI CORNER. FALKIRK 01324 629011
6 HOLBURN HI-Fi ABERDEEN 01224 585 713

7 CLDNEY AUDIO BLACKROCK 01 288 8477
8 ASTON AUDID ALDERLEY EDGE 01625 532704

9 ASTON AUDIO LEEDS 01943 467689

10 AUDID T OXFORD 01865 65961

11 AUDIO T SWINDON 01793 538222

12 AUDIOT CHELTENHAM ‘01242 583960

13 AUDIO T ENFIELD 0181 367 3132

14 AUBIOT W. HAMPSTEAD 0171 794 7848

15 AUOID T ILFORD 0181 518 0915

16 AUDIO T BASINGSTOKE 01256 24311

17 AUDID DESIGNS E.GRINSTEAD 01342 314569
Bf 18 CREATIVE AUDIC SHREWSBURY 01743 241924

19 FRANK HARVEY HI-FI COVENTRY 01203 525200
13, 20 HAMPSHIRE AUDID SOUTHAMPTON 01703 252827
21 HI-FI EXPERIENCE LONDON W1 0171580 3535
22 HI-FIEXPERIENSE DARLINGTON 01325 481418
Bf, 22 LITONE AUDIO GATESHEAD 0191 477 4167
. 24 LITOME AUDID GATESHEAD 0191 450 0999
B 25 LINTONE BUDIO NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE 0191 232 3994
26 MARTINS Hi-FI NORWICH 01603 627010
13, 27 MARTINS HI-FI KINGS LYNN 01553 761683
4 28 MUS'C MATTERS I-FI EDGBASTON 0121 429 2811 |
29 MUSIC MATTERS HI-FI SOLIHULL 0121 742 0254
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For further m*onmation cortact:

Mission Group, Huntingdon. PE18 6ED Tel 01480 451777 Fax: 01480 432777
Arcam. Denay Industrial Centre, Waterbeacr, Gamktrnidge. CB5 9PB Tel: 01223 440964 Fax: 01223 863384
AwfbeldR &dioifiisEasiness Park, Hunzingdon. P=*8 6X¥ Tel. 01480 52521 Fax: (11480 52159



U.K.’s No.1 Specialist

r y me & see Mail Order Company

For the very best deal on any
Hi-Fi, Home Cinema, A/V unit

- including all Award Wmners.

- 1;y me & see is Britain’s first dedicated !//mw o \
£ adyy,

Hi-Fi mail order company
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Ow/ 2% [edg }

~ 1000s of satisfied customers nationwide N Vat gy,
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Over half of our business is
recommended or repeat
-~ You phoned the rest, now try the best!

RICES GUARANTE

.. you'll get first-class
service
savings

and support

You can always buy from us with the complete confidence that we will never let you down.
We always put our customers first and constantly upgrade and update our systems in order to improve our service.

OuRr COMMITMENT TO You

1~ To supply budget, regular and esoteric equipment.

v To deliver, insured, anywhere in the world within one
week” — or your money back!

” To accept cheque, cash or major credit/debit cards.
1 To offer a comprehensive warranty on all goods.

1 FREE collection (within 24 hours) and delivery of
repairs.

1~ To offer extended warranties up to 5 years.

* Subject to stock availability

o
._/ hesitation in recommendzng >
ﬁ- o*® \ you to my frzends _—

If you are SERIOUS about
buying hi-fi, phone

(0181) 563 0003
NOW!

Fax (0181) 563 0300

/ “ n 0 B

g

... We will be opening a new showroom soon...
Try Me & See Ltd, 5 Rocks Lane, Barnes, London SW13 ODB




test
results

MEASURED PERFORMANCE

It’s important to measure products to
assess performance, find explanations of
sound quality and warn of peculiarities
or faults. Only Hi-Fi World has an
advanced in-house laboratory with
digital signal analysis for this purpose. In
conjunction with this facility we assess
sound quality in our own acoustically
treated listening room. We measure
most products reviewed. Here's a
simple guide on our test results.

LOUDSPEAKERS

Smooth, flat frequency response is
important to ensure a balanced sound.
Look carefully at overall trends; rising
treble will give a bright sound, falling
treble a dull sound. A rise through the
midrange normally corresponds with
good projection.

High sensitivity (better than 86dB)
means less power is needed for a certain
volume, meaning a low power amp. can
be used.

The impedance curve tells us how
easy loudspeakers are to drive. Low or
wildly varying impedance is bad; a flat
impedance around 8Q is good.

CD PLAYERS

Even small trends in frequency response
of CD players can affect their subjective
balance. Generally, those with a gently
rolled off treble and, more rarely, a
rising bass will sound best. Rising treble
can produce a sharp sound.

The distortion plot we show is taken
at -30dB, to represent a typical music
signal. High distortion at this level,
combined with rising treble, can result in

a harsh sound. Yet other effects have to -

be considered, especially low level
linearity, which we also test for,
including -90dB signals with

dither applied.

AMPLIFIERS

Distortion from solid state amplifiers
should be no more than around 0.2%.
Even order (2nd, 4th, 6th etc) distortion
is aurally innocuous, but odd order (3rd,
5th, 7th etc) distortion makes for a
glassy, hard sound, or grittiness.

Frequency response can be band
limited, with bass and treble rolled off
just out of the ear’s range, or wideband.
Each has its own characteristics. Small
wigeband response variations colour
tomal balance.

Power output is easy to understand:
the higher the figure, the louder it will
go. Just make sure there’s enough power
output to drive any loudspeakers you
intend to use.

TUNERS

Frequency response, as always, says
much about tonal balance and character
traits, like peaky treble (due to a mis-
matched MPX filter). Distortion and
channel separation need to be less than
0.3% (according to harmonic structure)

and better than 25dB.

Hiss level must be lower than -70dB
for Radio 3 silences to be just that -
silent. And full quieting, the strength of
aerial signal needed for optimum results,
should be around ImV or less

Selectivity, the ability to separate
stations under the most difficult
conditions should be better than 60dB
and sensitivity better than 30pV on
stereo.

CASSETTE DECKS

Replay performance is measured to IEC
94 Standards using IEC test tapes. This
ensures that recordings made on a
machine transfer to a car player,
personal stereo or another domestic
recorder properly, as well as ensuring
optimum results with commercially
prerecorded tapes. Look for a quoted
replay response of 40Hz-10kHz, no
more than |% speed error and hiss in
the replay amps lower than -58dB.

Recording quality considers frequency
response, bias variation, head
performance and alignment. Frequency
response should stretch from 40Hz-
I5kHz or so. Head overload (MOL315)
must be above 0dB, reaching around
+4dB for good results.

From the transport mechanism look
for less than 0.15% wow or flutter.
Overall (DIN weighted) wow and flutter
should be no more than 0.1% or so.

AMPLIFIERS

P.M. AUDIO LAB MP211
PRE/POWER AMPLIFIER.

The power amplifier only met its claimed
output ‘power’ with no load, producing |2V.
Load matching was poor, producing severe
clipping assymetry, which limited power
delivery to around 3watts (3% THD). The
design is bandwidth limited, as might be
expected with the 21 | valve, since it has
plenty enough of spectrum extremes in its
sound.

We ran this amplifier combo well within
its limits by using our own KLS3 loudspeaker,
which goes loud with our own 4watt SE
design. It appears that the output
transformer is poorly load matched to the
211 valve. NK

HI-FI WORLD

TEST RESULTS

Power 3watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 30Hz- I 5kHz
Separation 90dB
Noise -78dB
Distortion 1%
Sensitivity 30mV

Distortion

8k 10k 60k

DECEMBER 1995 H



Golden Dragon

Golden Dragon Triodes

Golden Dragon Power Tubes

2 Singles  Pairs Quads Pairs Quads Octets
RETAIL PRICE LIST 2A3 4PIN £2250  £50.00 £100.00 EL34/6CA7  £25.00  £50.00 £100.00
Golden Dragon Pre-Amplifier Tubes Singles 2A3 OCTAL  £22.50 £50.00 £100.00 E34L £29.95 £60.00 £120.00
6AQ8/ECCSS £650 211 £2850  £60.00 £120.00 EL84 £8.95 £19.00  £38.00
12AT7A/E81CC/ECCST £6.95  811A £1150  £25.00  £50.00 E84L £1250  £2500  £50.00
12AU7A/E82CC/ECCS2 £6.95 845 £36.50  £75.00 £150.00 6LEWGB/5881 £25.00  £50.00  £100.00
12AX7A/E88CC/ECCS3 £6.95 805 £3650  £75.00 £150.00  KT66 £2595  £52.00 £104.00
6DJB/E8BCC/ECCSS £10.95 KT88 s £57.95  £116.00 £232.00
6SN7GT/ECC33 £8.95 Golden Dragon 300B Range KT88 Superiummsf67.95 £136.00 £272.00
Singles  Pairs Quads  6L6GC £19.95  £40.00  £80.00
Special Quality Golden Dragon Pre-AmplifierTubes ~ 300B Super ~ £79.00 £160.00 £320.00 6550A £42.95 £86.00 £172.00
Singles  4.300B £84.00  £170.00 £340.00  6550A Special oo russ
E81CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £10.50  4.300BLX Super £124.00  £250.00 £500.00 £64.95  £130.00 £260.00
E820C-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £10.50 _ 50CA10 £8495  £170.00 £340.00
E83CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £9.50 Please enquire of any tube types not g, £2500  £50.00 £100.00
E88CC-01 Gold Pins Low Microphony Low Noise £14.50 listed. We have an inventory of over  yg5q 00y £6500  £130.00 £260.00
2,500 different types in stock. KT90 £6500  £130.00 £260.00
KT90 LX £75.00  £150.00 £300.00

Ceramic Sockets and Hardware

Standard  Gold Plated NEW FROM Carriage charge £2.50 on any U.K order. Cash

t?ggg\gt4 ;’in BB e with order or Visa - Mastercard accepted. 24

etc. 5 g ¢ .

Pin UKd Q008 etc) €25 £330 Golden @-’ Dragon | Hour Answerphone Service.

tc. . !

%%?;I grgssise &) pes & 2148 £14.50 each We have a vast range of tubes available from
EL34 etc.) £1.25 £3.50 3508 £29.95 pair manufacturers all over the world including rare
ctal PCB (EL34 etc.) £1.25 £3.50 . . and vintage types. A 70 page booklet of valves

ggﬁ gggs?li e(;;g g)mp) ggg %%28 EL156 Octal £75.00 pair available is updated monthly and can be

Screening Ban & Skirt pre amp) £8.50 EL34 Super £25.00 pair provided at a cost of £2.50 per copy including

Damping Can (pre amDS £4.50 EL34M £25.00 pai U.K postage or you may telephone our Sales

Power Valve Retainer (EL34 etc.) £5.50 el Desk for a prompt quotation. Prices exclude

A selection from our stock of over 2,500 different audio quality
valves. Please enquire for items not listed

ECC81 BRIMAR 4.50 M8162/ECC81 MULLARD 8.50 12AT6 BRIMAR 2,50
ECC81 TEONEX 3.50 M8137/ECC83 MULLARD 24.00 12AV6 RCA 2.50
ECC82 TEONEX 3.50 0A2WA TEONEX 4.50 12BA6 WESTINGHOUSE 3.50
ECC83 TEONEX 3.50 PCC88 BRIMAR 3.50 12BH7A USA 12.00
ECC85 TEONEX 3.50 PL36 MAZDA 3.50 12E1 STC 15.00
ECC88 TEONEX 4.50 PL519 THORN 5.95 1303 BRIMAR 6.50
ECC88 BRIMAR 4.50 TT100 GEC 65.00 85A2 MULLARD 6.50
ECF82 RCA 3.50 u19 GEC 8.50 3008 TEONEX 50.00
ECL86 TEONEX 3.50 UCC85 MULLARD 3.50 807 TEONEX 6.50
EF86 TEONEX 4.50 2A3 TEONEX 15.00 1625 RCA 6.50
EF804S TELEFUNKEN 36.00 5Y3WGTA SYLVANIA 4.50 5687 USA 6.50
EL34 TEONEX 6.50 5V4G BRIMAR 3.50 5814A GE 5.50
EL86 MULLARD 4.50 6AG7 RCA 3.50 5881 USSR 6.50
EL504 TEONEX 3.50 6A7G RCA 8.50 6072A USA 8.95
EL519 PHILIPS 15.00 684G TEONEX 29.50 61468 TEONEX 8.50
GZ32 MULLARD 8.50 6C8G RCA 3.50 6158 BRIMAR 6.50
GZ37 MULLARD 4.50 6K7G RCA 3.50 6189 SYLVANIA 4.95
GZ34 TEONEX 5.50 6L6GC TEONEX 4.50 6189W GE 5.95
G237 GEC 5.50 6SN7GT TEONEX 4.50 6201 GE 6.50
KT66 TEONEX 6.50 6V6G RCA 6.50 6463 USA 4.50
KT88 TEONEX 12.50 6V6GT TEONEX 4.50 6550A TEONEX 12.50
M8136/ECC82 MULLARD 8.50 6X4 TEONEX 4.50 6870 BRIMAR 11.50

EXPORT WELCOME

CARRIAGE AT COST ‘

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD., Springhead Enterprise Park, Springhead Road, Gravesend, Kent DA11 8HD, England '
Sales Desk Tel: 01474 560521. Fax: 01474 333762




AMPLIFIERS

MOTH 60/100

The Moth 60 is an unusual and rather daring
design. Distortion rose at low levels,
reaching 1% in the midband, with extended
harmonics, below {watt. This is high and will
produce coarseness. Feedback was low for
solid-state, obvious by the difference
between channels and with level. Transistors
are not as consistent as valves - they must
have some feedback. Output measured a
healthy 80watts, however, and frequency
response was wide, although sensitivity is
low at 300mV.

The Moth 100 was unusual. It produced
little distortion, but also less power - 60watts
- into 8Q. However, regulation was unusually
good, power doubling to 120watts into 4€2.
Distortion behaviour was completely
different to the 60. Levels were much lower
and decreased with power, staying below
0.06%, a far more beign result. Bandwidth
was wide at 4Hz-|00kHz.

The Moth 60 produces far too much
unpleasant solid-state distortion at low levels.
The 100 works well. NK

MOTH 60

Power 84watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 4Hz- | 26kHz
Separation 80dB
Noise -83dB
Distortion 0.2%
Sensitivity 900mY
dc offset 5/4mV
MOTH 100

Power 60watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 4Hz- 100kHz
Separation 90dB
Noise -85dB

test
results

Distortion 0.06%
Sensitivity 850mV
dc offset 1.27/1CmV
Distortion
1%

0 ) i\ A
8k 10k 60k

Test Tone

The Moth 60 has unacceptable levels of
distortion.

JOHN SHEARNE PHASE 2 & 3
John Shearne amplifiers have been designed
to mimic the valve sound. In truth, solid-state
can do no such thing perfectly, but certain
features of valve amp performance are hinted
at: these amps have a different and engaging
“flavour”, I've found. However, measured
performance is, shall we say, unconventional.
| measured both the Phase 2 integrated
amplifier and the Phase 3 power amplifier for
this report and they were much alike, as
expected.

Producing a healthy 45watts into 8ohms,
power declines steeply to 25watts into
4ohms. According to (simplistic) current
wisdom, this should result in soft bass, but it
seems not to in any significant manner. The
distortion spectrum was extended, especially
at |0kHz, but levels did not rise above 0.2%.
Some muddle is likely. The Phase 2 is very
sensitive, has low noise and low D.C. offset.

Both amps have a high frequency response
limited strictly to 20kHz, but an extended
bass response that reaches down to 4Hz.

These amps are well engineered, but are
unusual - deliberately so. NK

TEST RESULTS

Power 45watts
CD/tuner/aux.

Frequency response 4Hz-21kHz
Separation 75dB
Noise -88dB
Distortion 0.2%
Sensitivity 125mV
dc offset 1.8/3.3mV

Distortion
0.1% i

0 -
8k 10k 60k

SUGDEN OPTIMA

Like all Sugden amplifiers, the Optima
measured well and produced a very clean all-
round performance. It has a benign distortion
characteristic, even at high frequencies,
where second harmonic predominates at all
levels, as our analysis clearly shows.
Measured distortion levels were low at all
output powers and frequencies, in fact. |
know from experience that Sugden amplifiers
produce relatively sweet treble as solid-state
designs go and this is one reason why, if not
the only one.

Frequency response was wide, stretching
from a low 6Hz right up to 105kHz, within
IdB. Itisn't difficult to engineer a wide
response, and it usually results in a bright,
open presentation.

Power output measured a healthy
70watts and there was plenty of grunt for
low loads. The Optima |40 will drive

HI-FI WORLD

loudspeakers to high levels.

My only gripe was a little more d.c. offset
than usual at -40mV on one channel (17mV
on the other). The usual figure is less than
10mV. Otherwise, this amplifier has been
well designed and will deliver good results.
NK

TEST RESULTS

Power 70watts
CD/wner/aux.

Frequency response 6Hz-105kHz
Separation 80dB
Noise -95dB
Distortion 0.015%
Sensitivity 140mV
d.c. offset -17/-40mV

Distortion
0.1%

0
8l 10k 60k

Teost Tone
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1995 3 Meldone Close, Surbiton, B

(o g ] o
Awcdhvopnonics | mihbe

Tel ++(0)181 390 6480

Loudspeakers:
CAS50.  Sphere - 30W @ 8 ohms. Z series Pre & Power Amplifiers:
200 mm dia. nonresonant enclosure is carved ~ Zeus 1 Preamplifier. DC servo audio path
from a single stone block & specially shaped to  with relay switching. 5 programmable gain line
minimise diffraction distortion. Point source  level inputs, tape loop and XLR balanced line
50 mm metal cone driver; 100 Hz to 22 KHz.  drivers. uP control with 2x40 character LCD
FBX150. Bass - 200W @ 4 obms. display. Full IR or RS232 remote operation.
(Bass extension with a pair of 150 mm metal Zeus 50-PP. 50 Watt monoblock, p.u_rb-pull.
cone drivers. Stone plinth and top. Wt 30Kg) ~ Zeus 10-SE. 10 Wats monoblock, single ended.

-r ¢ > Solid state ‘class A' balanced input power amps
Z['%C d R@Z@ W@QZ@Z@@Q@WIQ with a transformer output stage (4 or 8 obms). )

Telephone:  —r’ > (0 Z L/ (01664)
Mowbray A e et AL 523282

Superb sound and style from:

SUGDEN DENSEN UNISON PROAC OPERA RUARK
mme TUBE TECHNOLOGY KESWICK AUDIO Bz

2 I mlns calls weleome.

i -8 Accessories by: Partington * Target * Tripos * Fi-Rax * Keswick Audio Demonstrations

15 mins by appointment.

mohnosiem

audio support system

- stylish & elegant design
- full range of colours

- hides your cables

- wall mounted

tel or fax 0116 2433233 for colour brochure

ash design the coach house school lane houghton on the hill leicestershire le7 9gd

Klipsch

| S OUND FORESIGHT |

Hear KLIPSCH for yourself in: Avon 0934 520248/0272 686005. Bucks 0296 28790. Cheshire 0925 828900. Cornwall 0209 612260. Hants 0730 895194.
Herts 0923 856497. Kent 0303 256860. London (W1) 071 486 8262. (NW3) 071 431 7423. (NW6) 071 794 7848. Middx 081 892 7613. N. Ireland 0232 403634.
Northants 0604 37871. Notts/Lincs 0777 870372. Oxon 0865 247783. Scotland 0381 620655. Suffolk 0284 724337. Sussex 0903 872288. Wales 0978 364500/0745
343060. W. Mids 021 429 2811/455 0667/742 0254/354 2311, 0203 525200. Worcs 0384 444184. Yorks 0302 781387. UK Distributor 021 430 7817




CD PLAYERS

SUGDEN OPTIMA CD

Sugden’s Optima CD player has a rather
wonky frequency response. At low
frequencies there is quite a strong rise,
which will doubtless add weight and scale to
bass lines. But in the treble there is a sharp
peak, the lift starting just above 10kHz. This
could reveal itself in one of two ways; extra
incision and perceived detail or a sharp bite
to the sound - only listening tests will tell.

Pushing my suspicion slightly towards
the sharp bite side of things, is the high
distortion at all levels. At -30dB, a level
picked to represent a typical music signal,
there was a wide range of harmonics, as can
be seen from the plot below. At -60dB
distortion is around three times higher than
the best, leading to a mediocre dynamic
range of 99dB (EIA] test).

Output was a little under the Philips
standard at 1.9V, and noise quite high at
-92dB, the best all manage lower than
-100dB. DB

TEST RESULTS

Frequency response 4Hz-21.1kHz
Distortion (%)

-6dB 0.02 0.01
-30dB 0.07 0.06
-60dB 1.20 1.20
-90dB 45.4 60.2
-90dB dithered 18.8 21.2
Separation (dB) left right
IkHz 91 89
20kHz 89 88
Noise -9248
with emphasis -93d8
Dynamic range 9948
Output 1.9V

Distortion
0.03%

0
Ik 10k 21k

Frequency Response

+0.5

-0.5

62100 200

500 |kHz 2k sk 1ok 25k
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ROKSAN ATTESSA

The Attessa CD player has a smooth
frequency response with some subtle trends
which will affect its sound. A gentle lift in the
bass will add power and solidity, and
smoothly rolled-off treble should ensure a
sweet and smooth top end. My only worry
weuld be that this tilted response may make
the Attessa a little too soft.

Distortion was quite high, but as you can
see from the plot below taken at -30dB to
represent a typical music signal, this is
caused by a strange looking lift in the noise
floor between 8-9kHz. At -60dB distortion
was about average, yielding a dynamic range
figure of 104dB (EIA] test). Noise was low
enough to be inaudible and separation wide.

The only area of real concern in the
measured performance was the very low
output of the Attessa. At |.37V this is
significantly under the Philips standard of 2V,
something to bear in mind during
comparative demonstrations. DB

TEST RESULTS

Frequency response 4Hz-21.1kHz
Distortion (%)

-6dB 0.005 0.004
-30dB 0.039 0.035
-60dB 0.79 1.03
-90dB 33 37
-90dB dithered 53 1.2
Separation (dB) left right
IkHz 105 105
20kHz 88 88
Noise -9748
with emphasis -97dB
Dynamic range 104dB
Output 1.37V

Distortion

0.03%

0
Ik 10k 21k

Frequency Response

+0.5

0.5

62100 200

500 |kHz 2k Sk 10k 25k

test
results

McINTOSH CDM 7009

The McIntosh CDM 7009 has a flat
frequency response up to 2kHz or so, after
which it starts to lift strongly to form a sharp
peak at 20kHz. This will certainly add some
brightness, though what form it takes will
depend on the distortion characteristics. If
distortion is high and odd order, I'd expect it
to sound sharp. If it’s low, this lift may well
give the impression of greater insight and
detail.

Looking at the distortion plot taken at -
30dB, a level picked to represent a typical
music signal, things don't look too good.
Although non-harmonic, distortion is high
and wide ranging. This will almost certainly
colour the sound; for better or for worse
can only be judged by listening tests
however.

Elsewhere the Mcintosh measured well,
as you'd expect from a company with a
strong engineering background. Separation
was wide, noise low enough to be inaudible,
dynamic range wide at 106dB and output
healthy at 2.25V. DB

TEST RESULTS

Frequency response 4Hz-2tkHz
Distortion (%)

-6dB 0.006 0.006
-30dB 0.007 0.007
-60dB 0.56 0.57
-90dB 297 303
-90dB dithered 53 6.7
Separation (dB) left right
IkHz 129 129
20kHz 115 114
Noise -117dB
with emphasis -117dB
Dynamic range 106dB
Output 225V

Distortion
0.03%

|

|
T TGRS
'k 10k 21k

Frequency Response

+0.5

0.5

62100 200

500 |kHz 2k Sk 10k 25k
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SER/OUS KIT

21, ALGERNON ST., MONTON, ECCLES,
MANCHESTER, M30 9QA.

0161-707 4823 or 0973 519358

NEWSLETTER NO 7

The summer has been an industrious time for some of the best names in
audio. Pro-Ac are one of my favourite loudspeaker manufacturers with
possibly the finest choice of quality products available. They have just
introduced the new Studio 150 model, which is a small(ish) floorstander
using 2 of the company's new bass units and super quality H.F. unit.
Elegantly proportioned these speakers are easy to drive requiring from as
little as 10Watts (of the right kind of power). | am sure that this product
will win many new friends in the future. (Hi-Fi wives will love these as
much as the men who will buy them!). Also from Pro-Ac are the incredible
and definitely ground breaking Response 2.5. Here is a beautifully crafted
piece of furniture that physically is not large, although it is once again a
floorstander of the “right dimensions”. This speaker is a two way device
using the newly developed “‘carbon loaded bass unit” that Pro-Ac have
been working on for some time. The high frequencies are handled by a
speak scan unit developed for Pro-Ac. Not only do we have specially
developed units but a unique way of aligning the crossover, again
developed by hand. One of the main “secrets” of all Pro-Ac speakers is the
way in which the cabinets are constructed. This however is to be the
subject of a later newsletter.

Audio Note also launch new products with the arrival of the compact
series. This is a range of products which offer the usual hi-quality sound
and also something different in the way of styling. Traditionally this
company's amps have been styled in black box anonymity. The compact
series are quite beautiful! The valves are exposed for all to see and tempt
the usual array of questions from non audiophiles! On a more technical
train the compacts comprise of the Quest which is 9W P.C. 300 output
tube. The conquest which is 18W.P.C. 300B. Also units are mono
construction with copper cladding ( they look like affordable Japanese
products). A stereo power amp and pre amp are due before X-mas. All of
these products feature the Audionote philosophy of being single ended,
direct heated triodes, with no feedback applied.

Sugden as mentioned in last months letter, bring us the 40W mono
Symettra amplifiers with a reworked AU41 remote pre amp. More goodies
on the way.

No longer the brand new item it was in May, but worth a mention,

Michell s latest record player the Orb continues to impress in both

construction and sound quality. It may be time for you to check this one
out!

Impulse | am happy to say are back with us in a definite big way. It is
true to say that this company have been concentrating on the overseas
markets but are now back with a vengeance to concentrate on the U.K.

We have a new range to look at (and listen to). The latest horn speaker is
called the Kora and at £1095 represents the entry level, moving up the lali
at £500 more. This speaker is related to the older H6 model. The top of the
range is the TA”US at £2695 and possibly is the most elegant horn system
available. These things definitely have a unique and a “vivid” sound.
Anyone who has fallen in love with the single end triode, but requires to
fill a large room with sound should look at these speakers seriously!

Over the last 18 months or so, Serious Kit has accumulated a number of ex
demonstration and secondhand “goodies” which due to space requirements
must go. Equipment ranges from Krell to Kinshaw, Audio Innovations to
Copland. Please ring for details on how to integrate the “right bargain” into
your system.

So with this many exciting new pieces joining us we can certainly be
expecting to be pushing back the boundaries of performance. I look
forward to hearing from you throughout the dark winter months
known professionally as “the season”.

Algernon Street, Monton, Eccles, Manchester M30 9QA
Tel 0161 707 4823.

As ever, a musical month to you all.
Kind regards

David W. Speirs
(PROPRIETOR)

STOCKISTS OF THE WORLD'S FINEST AUDIO EQUIPMENT:
ABSOLUTE SOUNDS, AUDIO NOTE, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, MICHELL,
LYRA, J.E. SUGDEN, PRO-AC, IMPULSE, VOYD, WILSON BENESCH,
ORTOFON, KINSHAW, KESWICK AUDIO, STAX, ROKSAN ETC. ETC.

Systems
for all

Budgets
Hhe pawwpm

66 Upper North Street Brighton BN1 3FL
Telephone: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419

ATC, AVI, Audiolab, Arcam, Cyrus, Exposure, Micromega, Marantz,
Mclntosh, Proceed, Rega, Roksan, Stax and other quality equipment.

m DECEMBER 1995

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS (LEICESTER)
WANTED AND FOR SALE "t

VINTAGE/VALVE EQUIPMENT BY
LEAK, QUAD, ROGERS, TANNOY, GARRARD, SME, AVANTIC, VITAVOX, THORENS, ARMSTRONG.
LOWTHER, PYE, DECCA, CROFT, MULLARD, GEC, BEARD, ETC. WORKING OR NOT

FOR SALE

QUAD 306 MINT. BOXED —----

PRE/POWER AMPLIFIERS
--€£195 QUAD 405/2 MINT, BOXED -----+------- £195

QUAD 34 MINT. BOXED ~—------ QUAD 33/303 PRE/POWER. - ~£195
SUGDEN A48.MK 1 MINT. BOXED SUGDEN A49 MK 1 EX COND - £125
ORANGE PRE-AMP WAS £1495-— CROFT EPOCH NEW 2 YRS G'NTEE - £550
AUDIO INNOVATIONS L1 EX DEMO SUGDEN A28 EXC COND-------ereeeveee -£149
NVA PRE/POWER AMPLIFIER-----+---£295 QUAD 66 PRE AMP/REMOTE MINT ——-—£549
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1/3 BOXED --------- BEARD P100 100WCH VALVE AMP---.-------4 £699
THORENS TD280 GOOD COND---------
THORENS TD160/MISSION 774
GARRARD 301/401 VARIOUS.---—
THORENS 125/SME2000/SME 3009

P
QUAD ELECTROSTATICS «-----ec--€POA  SPENDOR LSA/5A BOXED——----- —~£399
UKD CALLAS GOOD CONDITION------—-£399 WHARFEDALE HAREWOOD (£1000)-----—-----£399
BOSE 305M EX COND (€430.00) ——---—-£225 LINN KANS TATTY CABS -rv--oemrimerrrres —£70

ROKSAN HOTCAKES EX DEMO BOXED£129

OTHER ITEMS
MARANTZ CD63SE CD MINT BOXED ----£225 NAKAMICHI DRAGON MINT. BOXED
SME 3009

€60 MAYWARE ARM ---ovononemmnens o
REVOX A77 + DBX UNIT - me-smeaee- o225

VINTAGE VALVE EQUIPMENT
FOR SALE
PLEASE RING FOR PRICE/AVAILABILITY

LEAK STEREO 20 LEAK STEREO 60 LEAKTL10 LEAK TL12

QUAD 11s/22 ROGERS CADET 3 BTH/AEL PAIR LEAK TL12+
RADFORD STA15 RADFORD STA25 SHIRLEY LABS TROUGHLINE 1
TROUGHLINE 2/3 CADET PWR AMPS  LEAK TL25+PR ROGERS TUNER
HEATHKIT MA12.PR QUAD FM TUNER GEC KT66s NEW/USED VALVES
PAIR TANNOY MONITOR GOLD DRIVE UNITS & CROSS-OVERS 12" -wsrameasasce v omecvneceae £400.00
SINGLE WHARFEDALE AIRDALE CORNER SPEAKER £OFFERS

VINTAGE VALVE AMPLIFIER REBUILDS FROM £100 AND £20 FOR SAME DAY
SERVICE

D

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS. CLASSIQUE HOUSE, 61 AYLESTONE DRIVE, AYLESTONE, LEICESTER. LE2 8QE

A QUALITY MODERN HIFI EQUIPMENT.
l TEL/FAX PAUL GREENFIELD ON UK+0116 283 5821 OR 0802 213740 (MOBILE) ANY-TIME

HI-FI WORLD



LOUDSPEAKERS

LINN TUKAN

The Tukans are a miniature loudspeaker
designed for use against a rear wall or on a
bookshelf. Bass rolls sharply off below 125Hz
in free space, so even with wall
reinforcement bass will not be the deepest.
Through the lower midrange the response is
very even, but where this passes over to the
small ceramic dome tweeter the Tukans run
into problems. Treble level is low, around
3dB below midrange level. This will almost
certainly give the Tukans a warm, perhaps
dull, balance.

Measuring 85dB at Im for a nominal watt
(2.83V) pink noise signal, the Tukans are one
of the most sensitive of their breed (Harbeth
HL-P3s, LS3/5as and Rogers Studio 3s are all
less sensitive). Impedance measured a high
1 1.8Q overall, so the Tukans will not demand
high current either. All the same, I'd

recommend amplifiers capable of delivering
at least 40watts for good levels. DB

impedance

0.5 10 20 50 100 Ik 20k

test
results

Frequency Response

2 20k

KEF CODA 8

KEF's Coda 8s have a reasonably flat and
smooth frequency response. Through the
critical midband they are very smooth,
response staying well within 2dB limits. The
response does show a rise though towards
high frequencies which will give extra
perceived detail. In the bass there is a lift of
around 2dB which should ensure a solid
bottom end kick.

The Coda 8s are a fraction more
sensitive than the smaller 7s, producing 88dB
at |m for a nominal watt (2.83V) pink noise
signal. Like the 7s though, impedance isn't
the kindest, dropping to 42 in places. This
drags overall impedance down to 7.3Q. They
will need an amplifier with good current
delivery to give their best.

The Coda 8s offer extra bass output
over the 7s and a smooth frequency
response. | recommend amplifiers capable of
at least 20watts and with good current
delivery. DB

impedance

10 20 50 |00 20k

Frequency Response

+5

'
v

12 20k

CHARIO ACADEMY ONE

Chario’s Academy Ones have a well balanced
frequency response, one that | suspect will
give good subjective results. The response is
smooth and reasonably flat, with just a slight
lift at each frequency extreme. Good
miniatures are often balanced this way; the
bass lift gives extra weight and scale in the
bass which makes for an impressive sound,
but they need a balancing lift in the treble to
avoid coming across as dull. These are only
gentle trends so shouldn't affect midrange
projection either.

Overall impedance is high at 12.6£2 and
the impedance curve impressively smooth, so
the Charios aren't reactive and won't
demand high current. But they are very
insensitive, measuring just 82dB at Im for a
nominal watt (2.83V) pink noise signal. This

HI-FI WORLD

means they will need a lot of volts for good
levels in anything bigger than a cupboard. I'd
recommend amplifiers capable of delivering
at least 50watts, including valve amplifiers
thanks to their smooth impedance
characteristic. DB

Impedance

05 10 20 50 100 Ik 20k

Frequency Response
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: ¢ Mail Order Suppliers of Quality Hi-Fi Accessories » °
® e Tel/Fax: 0151 348 1988 « L ]
== —————————— [ I .
o [ J
° FOR A WIDE RANGE OF AUDIO ACCESSORIES °
@ Speaker cables e Inferconnects ® Headphones © Cartridges ® Tonearms ® DACS ¢ Equipment Tables ® Enhancement Products  RCA and Banana Plugs ¢
° Records and CD'’s ¢ CD Storage ® Audio Care ®lsolation Products ®Control Boxes °
. AGENCIES INCLUDE 8
® Chord Company ® Sonic Link ¢. DNM Reson ¢ Audio Quest ® QED e Ixos ® Van Den Hul @ Heybrook @ Sennheisere Beyer ® Grado * Ortofon ®
° * Sumiko ® Goldring ® Target ® Sound Style ® Kontak  Ixos Deadrock ® Allsop  WBT © Moth ¢ Jecklin ® Mobile Fidelity O
o - _ e e———
e WE OFFER A HOME TRIAL SERVICE ON A SELECTED RANGE OF CABLES AND ACCESSORIES |o
° — — — — — - - — —le
° Please tele/fax for a full price list. Mon-Fri 9.30am to 8.00pm (Sat to 5.00pm) °
° * MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED o °
°® 52, GREEN LANE, GREAT SUTTON, SOUTH WIRRAL, CHESHIRE, L66 4LE. o
L N B BN BN BN BN BN BN B B AN N N N N N N N N N NN NENNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNENNNNNYNN)
THE EMPOR]UM S;M.E, AUDIO RESEARCH, CREEK, E.M.F, GRAHAM, QUAD, HEYBROOK, VOYD,~
=
\WE BUY AND SELL RECORS, CDS$. HI-F1, : IR
285t Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk. = HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD. = &
TED et