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B&W's Nautilus ‘801 fuses the

innovative Nautilus” tube technology
with a series of industry firsts: Fixed
Suspension Transducer”, Kevlar® /
drive units, Matrix” cabinet bracing !
and Flowport™ technology. The result
is an unprecedented purity of i
sound. The reason EMI's Abbey #
Road studios, Qiong with best in !
the recording industry, are now !
upgrading fo the Nautilus '801.
Listen and you'll see - at your
nearest authorised Ncuﬁlus'SOO(f
Series dealer. For more info

contact B&W::01903 750 750
or visit our website ‘
http://www.bwspeakers.com

¥

%
,‘n




ne of the weird things
about hi-fi, a little like the
way Merlin (the magician

in Arthurian legend) grew ever
younger, is that the longer you
listen to it, the more impressed you
are by quality inexpensive
components rather than those which
cost mortgage money. There’s no
doubting a lot of high-end
equipment with four and five-figure
price tags outperforms the majority
of more mortal electronics, but the
prices involved give designers huge
room for manoeuvre when it comes
to vital points like audio-grade
parts, oversize transformers and
vibration-stifling casework.

It's a completely different world
when costs fall to £1000 and below.
Squeezing the maximum from every
single penny of a comparatively
limited design budget separates
companies which have a genuine
understanding of circuit
construction and parts selection
from those who merely follow where
others have gone and fill their
circuit boards with the cheapest
capacitors and resistors they can
find.

Examples? A friend who has
accumulated a system worth around

JON MARKS

£20000 recently commented that, if
he’d heard Audio Analogue’s
Puccini SE integrated before he
started raiding his bank account, he
would never have spent so much on
hi-fi. The same goes for Creek’s
OBH-12 passive pre-amp, Denon’s
DVD-3000 DVD player, Tannoy'’s
Mercury m2 loudspeakers,
Atacama’s SE24 stands, Pink
Triangle's Tarantella turntable,
DNM'’s Mica cartridge, Lehmann
Audio’s Black Cube phono stage -
and the list goes on. Hi-fi doesn’t
have to be expensive to be very, very
good indeed.

Unfortunately, because the
cocktail of music and hi-fi can be so
addictive, it's possible to lose sight
of the wood for the trees and spend

HOW WE TEST THE PRODUCTS WORLD VERDICT

as much on a system as you would
on a car or an extension for a house.
However esoteric the hi-fi, there’s no
getting away from the fact that what
comes out of the ‘speakers is but a
shadow of the real thing, and a life-
time of live music is a wiser
investment than money-no-object
equipment.

In defence of non-budget gear,
like the £5000 Accuphase DG-28
digital equaliser on page 13 this
month, cutting-edge technology
rarely comes cheap. Digital Signal
Processing, as embodied in the
DG-28 (and B&W's Listening
Room Optimiser), requires a lot of
computing power, but the
Accuphase points to future
developments in overcoming
problems posed by the weakest link
in any system - the listening room.
And the past tells us the cost of
computing power has a habit of
dropping like a stone not long after
its release.

What with a successor to CD
slowly shaping up (whether it be
DVD Audio or Super Audio CD)
and the emergence of DSP, the
evolution of hi-fi looks to be
quickening after the doldrums of
Compact Disc.

® Hi-Fi World has its own
advanced test laboratory and
acoustically treated listening
room. No other hi-fi magazine
has the benefit of such facilities.

® Hi-Fi World has a dedicated
in-house team of experienced
listeners, and uses selected

Ldedicated.

freelance professionals. We review thoroughly by extensive
auditioning, rather than by quick-fire group listening tests.

® Hi-Fi World’s engineering team designs a wide range of
products in-house. No other hi-fi magazine is so expert and

- |1
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OUTSTANDING - Superb

sound, something we’d use
ourselves.

GOOD - Has strong merit.
Well worth an audition.

ADEQUATE - Mediocre in
several areas. May be worth
auditioning.

P

&

POOR - Seriously flawed.
Not worth considering.

|
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GARRARD 401 PLINTHS

65...

JPW RUBY 2
LOUDSPEAKERS

Reviews

Amplifiers
28... MICHELL ORCA PRE AND
ALECTO POWER AMPS

Eric Braithwaite is falling in love again with

Michell’s second-generation Alecto powers and

their new pre-amp, the Orca.

Compact Disc

13... ACCUPHASE DG-28 DIGITAL
VOICING EQUALISER

At the moment, ironing out the sonic quirks of
a listening room through Digital Signal
Processing may not be cheap, but Accuphase’s
£5000 DG-28 shows how DSP can help put the
“high” into “high fidelity”.

39... CREEK CD 43
Fresh from Creek is the CD 43, which crunches

its numbers with 24-bit resolution.

Loudspeakers

20... AURA LST-627 VS
HEYBROOK OPTIMA

While Aura rely on their ribbon tweeter to
distinguish the LST-627s, Heybrook have opted

for a more traditional two-way.

31... JAMO CS5 ACTIVES
Chris Beeching carries the torch for active
operation on a shoestring with Jamo’s £200

CS5 stand mounters.

65... JPW RUBY 2
There are no soft-domes or plastic cones in
JPW’s Rubies. Instead, these two-ways rely on

metal in motion to make music.

Vinyl

16... APHELION ARCHITECTURE
AND CLASSIQUE SOUNDS’
OCTAVIA PLINTHS FOR GARRARD
401

Garrard plinths tend to weigh rather a lot and
look a little ‘agricultural’. Aphelion and
Classique Sounds show mass and style needn’t
be mutually exclusive though, with their two

offerings.

33... LEHMANN AUDIO BLACK
CUBE PHONO STAGE

Tim Liu investigates the latest solid-state
MM/MC phono stage from German outfit

i

Lehmann Audio.
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57... ORIGIN LIVE OASIS-S
TURNTABLE

You'll know where at least £3 of the £2250
cost of the Oasis-S has gone because three
pound coins help isolate this battery-powered

deck from the outside world!

Headphones

37... SENNHEISER HD 580
PRECISION

Dominic Todd gets his head round the latest

£200 cans from Sennheiser.

Features

22... CD-R DISCO

Audio CD-Recordables cost more than data
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‘incompatible’ data discs.
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to DVD in the Land of the Rising Sun (and

sinking Yen!)

78... DESIGNER CABLES

Jon Marks delves deeper into cable

construction with Denis Morecroft of DNM.
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or the latest industry news? Look here.
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A list of the equipment reviews we hope to

bring you next month.

34... COMPETITION

This month’s prizes are Jamo’s Concert 11 floor
standers and Philips’ CDR 870 CD recorder.

42... READERS’ LETTERS

This is where your queries and problems are

answered as you test our hi-fi knowledge.

50... HI-FI WORLD LIBRARY
This literary treasure trove contains all the hi-fi

and electronics books you'll ever need.

54, 61,67, 71... COLUMNS

The informed opinions and views of the Hi-Fi
World team.
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62... SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS
Whether you're after a demo or just some
advice, you can’t do much better than having a

word with these people.

66... MEET YOUR MAKER

The names and addresses of the companies
that manufacture the hi-fi you own and read

about.

74... HI-FI WORLD KITS

Top-quality kits, good value and great sound.
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build your own equipment.

89... DIAL-A-DEALER

Turn here when you need to find your nearest

dealer for that vital next hi-fi purchase.

111... MEASURED PERFORMANCE

This month’s reviewees get their lids lifted in an
attempt to find hidden skeletons in their

technical closets.

119... WORLD BUYING GUIDE

Here you'll find all the components which

have left lasting impressions on us.

125... OLDE WORLDE

Good hi-fi isnt necessarily new. Jon Marks
takes a look at Magneplanar’'s SMGa panel

loudspeakers.

127... READERS’ CLASSIFIEDS
Six pages chock full of second-hand bargains

all looking for a new home.

138... ADVERTISERS’ INDEX
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RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Various, A.R.C.
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93... CLASSICAL
RECORD OF THE MONTH:
Henri Dutilleux, Concerto for Violin and

Orchestra (L’arbre Des Songes) et al
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A SERIES COMPACT - SOMETIMES SMALL IS BETTER.

When it comes to speaker design, bigge- isn’t necessarily better. In fact, the reverse can be true

Two minutes of a favourite track through Celestion’s remarkabie A Series Compact will convince you once
and for all.

The Compact delivers the same pure, nctural sound quality for which the A Series is renowned. The same
unerring accuracy, even with the most demanding material.

It's hardly surprising. The Compact uses essentiatly the same advanced comporentry as the acciaimed Al,
porinering Celestion’s famously sweet-sounding 25mm titanium dome tweerer with a potent 100mm long
throw bass driver.

The use of neodymium for the HF magnet allows their acoustic centres to be aligned closer together on the
distinctive die-cast aluminium chassis - o configuration which markedly improves definition and stereo
maging. And as well as looking good, the neat, curved edge baffle virtually eliminates diffraction effects.

You hear the difference straight away. The sound is noticeably sweeter, fresher, more open. The clarity, simply
astonishing - and the looks speak for themselves

As the saying goes, size isn't everything. t's how you use it that counts.

FOR DETAILS ON CELESTION A SERIES PLEASE CONTAC?: CELESTION CONSUMER D.VISION, DEPT HFW25, FRE ST MA 133
< C 2. WEBSITE http://www.celestion.com

CELESTION




CYLINDRICAL CYCLONE

For the aesthetically-minded, Audio dome. Standing 90cms high, Audio

Workshop have created an eye-catching Workshop's latest comes finished in
two-way floor stander called the light, medium or dark American Oak as
Cyclone 34. Built from solid hardwoods, well as Mahogany, Maple or Cherry for
it boasts a tubular support which doubles £1998.
as a reflex port to endow the ’speaker
with a "full, natural sound”. The Audio Workshop
The Cyclone moves air with a set of
Morel drivers, the MW144 mid/bass and

MDT 39 tweeter, with its 29mm soft

55 Bloomsbury Street,
London WC1B 3QE
Tel: 0171 631 0707

GOING FOR A SONG
Valve amplifiers from the California- to reach 50watts a side. Like the CA-303,

the CA-301 uses 300Bs, but fitted onto a

based Canary Audio are now available in

the UK through distributors Music stereo rather than monobloc chassis.
Connoisseurs. The range is based around the famous 6550, EL34 All of these Californians boast substantial metalwork (3/8in.
and 300B valves, and includes both pre and power amps. anodised-aluminium faceplates, for instance) and include MIT
The first of two pre-amps is the CA-601 single-box with its four capacitors, 2% metal-film resistors and very short runs of wiring.
line inputs and a frequency response of 22Hz to 31kHz. The Prices for the pre-amps are £1595 for the CA-601 and £3750 for
second is a dual-mono the CA-801. The TA-303
design (CA-801) whose monoblocs will set you

back £3750, the CA-306
£5495, and the CA-301
£3055.

power supply and
amplifier circuitry sit in
separate boxes to minimise
interaction. The claimed
frequency response is
10Hz to 64kHz.

Music Connoisseurs,

Unit 7, Claremont

Canary offer two Buildings,
monobloc power amps as Old Casterbridge Road,
well, the CA-303, whose Bebbington,
four 300Bs in push-pull Wirral,
put out 24watts, and the Merseyside L63 4)B
CA-306, which uses 6550s Tel: 0151 343 0007
TANNOY’S MERCURIAL ADDITIONS
Tannoy’s Mercury m2 loudspeakers, which have been enjoying the crossover. The resistor in the m2 which brings tweeter output

great success since their release,
form the basis for Tannoy’s new
budget outing. The m2.5s, as
they’ve been inventively called,
benefit from a host of modifications
over their cheaper stablemates. For
a start, the mid/bass driver has been
moved higher up the front baffle to
bring its acoustic centre closer to
that of the tweeter. The LF unit has
been revamped with a lighter, two-
layer voice coil to improve
transient response too.

Then there are the alterations to

HI-Fl WORLD

down level with the mid/bass’s has
been replaced with the Auto
Transformer used in Tannoy’s more
expensive models for better tweeter
control. Finally, the rear-firing port
has been lengthened to tune the bass
lower than the m2s’. The premium?
Around £30 on the £140 m2s.

Tannoy

Rosehall Ind. Estate,
Coatbridge,
Strathclyde ML5 4TF
Tel: 01236 420199
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4S1CA

X10D Class A
Tube Line Stage

X CANS Class A
Tube Headphone Amplifier

X DAC New Technology
HDCD DAC

MUSICAL FIDELITY

When music matters most

FOR DETAILS OF
A DEALER NEAR YOU,
CONTACT MUSICAL FIDELITY LIMITED,
15-17 OLYMPIC TRADING ESTATE,

FULTON ROAD, WEMBLEY, MIDDLESEX HA9 OTF.

TELEPHONE 0181 900 2866.

XLP Low Noise
MC/MM Phone Stage

X PRE Class A
Tube Preamplifier

X PSU Add on Power Supply
for all X Series

X TONE
High Quality Tone Control




FLOATING THE ARK
Ark Loudspeakers’ Model 1
stand mounter, which has been
on the market for about a year,
has now been joined by their
new creation, The Ark. This
three-way floor stander uses a
single piece of 26mm veneered
MDF to form the rounded back
and straight sides. For
maximum rigidity, the front
baffle is a slab of 40mm-thick
hardwood.

Instead of squeezing skimpy

MORPHY’S LAW
Morphy Richards have

—

produced a new

version of their
solar-powered radio. Launched
in June at a price of £19.99, it improves on the previous
model, the Green Machine, by having additional solar
panels which, the company claim, will improve
performance by increasing the battery recharge speed. in
addition, it has a crank handle that operates a dynamo to
recharge the battery ar it can be run off the mains via an
AC adaptor.

Morphy Richards, tel: 01709 585525

SHORT IS BEAUTIFUL
Mordant-Short have unveiled their first line of hi-fi ‘speakers to
feature moulded, elliptical polypropylene drive units. The MS800
series consists of the MS812, a two-way stand mounter, and two
floor standers, the two-way MS814 and the three-way MS815.

MS claim the elliptical design offers reduced coloration and
crisper dynamic response while also allowing the use of slim
cabinets (for better imaging) without compromising bass. Taking
care of the top end is Mordaunt-Short’s own anodised gold-dome
tweeter. All of the above gives these three ‘speakers high
sensitivities of 90dB or more.

The 800s can be had in Black Ash with Cherry front baffles
and are priced at £200, £300 and £450 per pair respectively.

STRIKING A CHORD

A new digital-to-analogue convertor has just been developed by
Chord Electronics. The DSC 900 joins the DSC 1100 and DSC
1500 in the company's digital line-up. it boasts two digital
inputs, one BNC co-axial and one AES/EBU balanced XLR. A lot
of effort was apparently put inte decoupling digital and
analogue sections, hence a 3mm steel plate separates the two.
Through this pass the power supply and balanced analogue

HI-FI WORLD

crossover components together on a PCB, each of the three
occupies its own board to reduce interference and 1kg of copper
is used in the bass-network inductors! This means the 87dB-
sensitive Arks can be tri-wired or tri-amped and fed up to
250watts. Unusually, the price of £2795 (for Ash, Cherry,
Mahogany, Oak, Maple and Walnut finishes) includes terminated
loudspeaker cable.

Ark Loudspeakers

112 Furlong Street,
Arnold,

Nottingham NG5 7BN
Tel: 0115 920 5611

Mordant-Short
Unit A1,
Hazleton
Industrial Park,
Horndean,
Hampshire

PO8 9jJU

Tet: 01705 498866

o~ SRy €
signals via nickel-plated brass pillars. The price is expected to
be in the region of £1700, which makes it the least expensive
convertor in the Chord range.

Chord Electronics
The Pumphouse, Bridge Court, Farleigh Lane,
East Farleigh, Kent ME16 9NB Tel: 01622 721444
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THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN CD TECHNOLOGY IS UNDERWAY

Since its introduction in 1996, JVC’sd xred has received a glowing “thumbs up” from audio critics and
consumers alike. Now JVC’s international team of producers and engineers has taken another giant step into
the future of technology with the release of xred?. Using the new DIGITAL K2 REGENERATING
PROCESS for both mastering and manufacturing, xred?boasts improved clocking accuracy and the total elim-
ination of digital jitter. The resulting CD allows the listener to hear what the artists, producers and engineers
intended... the sound of the original master tape. Experience the next [r]evolution in CD technology with

these first three xred?releases:

jve xrcd2 sampler
L A

EEEER o0 wont ovRINTEN o8 E3 TACRRBIRGE TAEM IR

JOHN COLTRANE | Settin’ The Pace

‘f)

XRCD? SAMPLER JOHN COLTRANE

JVCXR - 0201-2 SETTIN' THE PACE
JVCXR-0202-2
This outstanding release, produced *#x*_- DOWN BEAT
by Akira Taguchi, co-creator of the Recorded in 1958, this classic
xred process, features tracks by five session features Coltrane backed by
of JVC's critically acclaimed artists the stellar trio of Red Garland,
and includes the Bill Hollman Band's Paul Chambers and Art Taylor.
1998 Grammy-award winning track Among the tracks is a full force
"Straight, No Chaser" workout of Jackie McClean's
intriguing

"Little Melonae"

XRCD? NEW RELEASES: DUE SEPTEMBER

JVCXRO0204-2 Sarah Vaughan: Crazy and Mixed Up

JVCXR0205-2 Count Basie Meets Oscar Peterson: The Timekeepers
JVCXRO0206-2 Tiger Okoshi: Color Of Soil

THE MODERN JAZZ
QUARTET CONCORDE
JVCXR-0203-2

"¥¥*** Warmth, imagination
compositional freshness and
musical integrity” - DOWN BEAT
This album, the first featuring all four
members of the "classic” quartet, is
notable for its fugue-like title track, a
relaxed "Softly, As in a Morning
Sunrise" and Milt Jackson's
"Ralph's New Blues".

ONLY
£19.95 + P&P

TO PLACE AN ORDER OR TO RECEIVE A FREE AUDIOPHILE CD OR VINYL CATALOGUE,

PLEASE CONTACT:

VIVANTE LONDON

UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT1 4DB
TEL: 0181 977 6600 FAX: 0181 977 4445

EUROPE’S PREMIER AUDIOPHILE MAIL ORDER COMPANY

*SEE US AT THE HI-FI SHOW <98 ON STAND NO.6*



POWER TO THE SPEAKERS
In 1977 Meridian burst onto the hi-fi
scene with their M1 active loudspeaker.
Since then they’ve continued to follow
the active path with models like the M20
and M30.

They’ve now come up with a new
two-way active design, the M33, whose
price has yet to be finalised. Inside each
cabinet hide two 55watt power
amplifiers which take their signal from an
electronic crossover that includes
Meridian’s Active Bass Alignment for

extra bass extension.

GOLDEN RETRIEVER?

Orchid Precision Audio have upgraded their huge Natural Force
valve power amplifier. It now has a 100% symmetrical audio

path and incorporates KT90s as standard to produce 250watts

per channel at 0.1% distortion.

To partner the Natural Force, Orchid developed a “fully-
functional” valve pre-amp, which claims to be the first of its
kind in the world. The Retriever features controls such as a
parametric EQ, boost/cut control and Fletcher/Munson low-

volume tonal correction which are seldom found together on

PROFESSIONALLY SPEAKING

Acoustic Energy recently launched their new
AE-2 Pro monitors at Abbey Road. According to

AE, after consultation with professional

engineers, producers and musicians, certain

vital performance criteria were laid down,

including a natural, ‘phase-accurate’ bass, real
treble clarity and freedom from harshness (a

necessity for long mastering sessions).

The result was the £1700 Pros, three-way

priced at £9500.

Compton Court,

Long Compilon,

Tel: 01608 684694

passives which leave the choice of amplification | :

up to the studio (although part of the testing

Orchid Precision Audio

Warwickshire CV36 5]W

The claimed in-room frequency response
within 3dB stretches from 55Hz to over
20kHz. And rather than opting for MDF to
form the enclosures, Meridian have
chosen cast aluminium cabinets with steel
back-plates.

Meridian

Stonehill,

Stukeley Meadows,
Huntingdon,
Cambs. PE18 6ED
Tel: 01480 434334

audiophile equipment. The modules, including a headphone

amp, are available separately, while a complete Retriever is

involved driving a Tkwatt Yamaha amp flat out
into the Pros). AE say the reliability of these
monitors is underpinned by their customary
metal-cone woofers which, if “operated
normally”, are “virtually indestructible”.

Acoustic Energy

16 Bridge Road,
Cirencester,
Gloucestershire GL7 1N}
Tel: 01285 654432

IN NEXT MONTH’S ISSUE

In four weeks’ time, we hope to bring you the following audiophile contenders:

TANNOY R1 LOUDSPEAKERS

For £200, you can lay your ears on
Tannoy’s latest bi-wire stand mounter,
the R1.

£350-£450 INTEGRATED
AMP GROUP TEST

We line up five amplifier wannabes,
including offerings from Creek, Myryad and

Pioneer, to track down the best on a budget.

HI-FI WORLD

MAPLIN TWO-WAY
ACTIVE CROSSOVER

We explain how to convert most two-
way loudspeakers to active operation
with this simple £30 device from

Maplin.

MICROMEGA THE TUNER

Is it still worth investing in an analogue

tuner as Digital Audio Broadcasting

comes ever nearer? Micromega'’s £700
The Tuner fights for the FM team.

KENWOOD HM-901
MICRO SEPARATES

No, we haven’t sold our souls to the all-
in- ne system devil. Instead, we
investigate space-saving separates, and
‘speakers with horn-loaded ribbon

tweeters, from Kenwood.
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With our new range we admit we've cug

*_

BAND M
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PERSONAL COMPONENT SYSTEM / CD RECEIVER UD-M3
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O

,
VIS

Rt 2

Y

>

D-M3 Super Micro

RDS CD/Receiver

20 watts per channel. 4-mode preset
EQ and Auto-Source select.
Subwoofer output for extra bass.
RDS uner has Radia Text, 40 skation
pre-sefs, aufo tuning and o 24 hour
timer/alarm. CD r is a high
performance design featuring
Denon'’s latest multi-bit technology.

SC-M5

Optional British Made
kers

Designed especially for Denon’s

latest micro systems,

The next generation from

AUTO  MONO ‘ _ oo ‘
w PO e

_'_" || MHz

Our corner cutting is purely in the
interests of design.

We've given our new range of
micro systems rounder, softer
edges for a more sophisticated,
more stylish appearance.

As you'd expect, Denon's
superior performance and quality
remain uncompromised.

The full range includes a very
compact CD Receiver and a CD
Receiver with a 3 disc changer.

Options are a matching Cassette
Deck and Mini-Disc Recorder.

High power British made
speakers are also available.

For information on the full range
and your nearest Denon dedler,
call 01234 741200 or write to:
Denon Freepost SL 781,

Hayden House, Chiltern Hill,
Chalfont St Peter, Gerrards Cross,
Bucks. SL9 9BS.
http://www.denon.co.jo

‘ZL.;.

[
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D-M5 Super Micro

RDS CD/Receiver

As above but with the oddition
of a 3xCD changer and o
power increase of 30 watts rms
per channel. The 3 ray CD
changer allows CDs fo be
changed individually even while

one is playing.

Optional

DRR-M10 Autoreverse
cassette deck

Horizontal design 'ngl
complement systermn. Delivers
excellent and
includes Dolby HX Pro B/C and
CD sychronisation.

Optional

DMD- M10 Mini-Disc
Recorder

Looking o the future the DMD-
M10 features comprehensive
edifing facilities including a new
‘Pick Record’ function.



Jon Marks glimpses the future of hi-fi with Accuphase’s DG-28 Digital

Voicing Equaliser.

t looks like
l the number of

audio acronyms
is directly related to
the rising star of digital
technology these days. It started out with CD, which
letters happily trip off anyone’s tongue, but is now
moving on into the murkier linguistic waters of SACD
(Super Audio Compact Disc) and DSD (Direct Stream
Digital), as well as the further delights of DAD (Digital
Audio Disc at 24/96). A whole host of minor cast
members are waiting in the wings, but the real star of the
binary show is DSP, or Digital Signal Processing, which is
the heart that beats within Accuphase’s £5000 DG-28
Digital Voicing Equaliser (or DVE, | suppose).

PROCESSING POWER

In the pre-digital days of pure analogue, the only
processing available was ASP (or Analogue Signal
Processing). As anyone who has ever owned a graphic
equaliser will know, ASP isn’t the most transparent form
of signal manipulation; attempting to correct room
problems or recording imbalances with 20 bands of
cheap buffer op amps, capacitors and variable resistors
tended to cause more harm than good, as any frequency-
levelling gains were outweighed by the habit of the
electronic masses to remove most of the tonal colour, life
and subtlety from music.

As the 1970s drew to a close, and a “word” could
consist of numbers as well as letters, digital brought with
it the promise of signal manipulation without damage.
With the cost of computing power falling with every
passing day now, it was only a matter of time before DSP
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= made it
: out of the professional
scene (where systems like MLSA/Sigtech are
used to produce a very flat response at the monitoring
position). Back in July 1997 we examined one box of DSP
tricks which showed just what the technology might
achieve - B&W'’s John Bowers Listening Room Optimiser.
The good news was that the LRO took less than 15 or 20
minutes of operation to make a very large improvement
to sound quality. The bad news was that it was a
prototype only, and B&W had (and still have) no plans to
put it into production.

B&W might be one of the few companies to build a
stand-alone DSP unit for home use, but they aren't the
only ones. Now there’s another option, the DG-28 from
Accuphase, which fits snugly between transport and
DAC.

This high-end Japanese company has a reputation for
bomb-proof construction, and you can see why in the
13kg DG-28. The front panel is a hefty slab of
champagne-coloured aluminium which bears the unit’s
main interfaces with the outside world. To the left is a
back-lit LCD screen which displays response and
equalisation curves as well as the selected digital input.
Centre-stage sit four buttons, one pair marked
‘Frequency’, the other 'Level’, which allow you to change
the DG-28's output when it's being used as an equaliser.
To the right, hidden away most of the time behind a
removable cover, is the 'Digital’ section. Here you'll find
the input and mode selector buttons (amongst others) and
the XLR socket for the microphone supplied with the
Accuphase.

If all the above is about as digestible as this
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Left: Setting the correct
output level for the warble
tone generated by the
DG-28.

Right: You can select a range

of target responses for the

DG-28 to achieve. This is the

flat variant.

Left: The read-out here

shows the combined

L
p

1 of the loud

p

and room. The DG-28 then

calculates an inverse filter

from this.

Right: The final filter can be
modified in Equaliser mode
to further refine the overall

response.
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Gen.lLevel -94B

g e
) R —

Hie Level

component’s manual (no grin-inducing Japlish, only
rather dry and uninformative prose), then a quick run-
down of the DG-28's raison d'étres is called for.

GRAPHIC ILLUSTRATION

Another fascia button unmentioned thus far is marked
‘Equaliser’. With its accompanying LED unlit, the
DG-28's digital filter circuits are switched out of circuit.
Light the LED and, with the Level and Frequency
buttons, you can use the DG-28 as a graphic equaliser.
Most analogue variants never got higher than 20 bands
of equalisation per channel; the Accuphase has the
option of 32 or 64 per channel (user-selectible), the
centre frequencies of said bands stretching from 16Hz
up to 22.4kHz.

Acting in this mode, the Accuphase is actually very
simple to operate (from either the fascia or the neat little
remote control). If your favourite loudspeakers are reticent
across the midrange and push vocals to the rear of the
sound stage, applying boost from about 500Hz to 2kHz,
for instance, is simply a matter of scrolling left or right
with the Frequency buttons to the relevant spot, and then
hitting Level Up. This control works in 0.5dB steps up to
a maximum boost of +12dB (its opposite being a
maximum cut of -12dB).

When we tried this through the Jamo Concert 8s, you
could hear the difference immediately. Vocals and guitar
both moved forward in the sound stage, as indeed did
everything else between 500Hz and 2kHz. A word of
warning though - don't get over-enthusiastic below 60Hz
or so, as applying 10dB of lift to a small stand mounter at
30Hz could be a recipe for catapulting cones across the
room.

Equalisation of this sort is unlikely to be the sole
reason for prising £5000 from your bank manager.
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Elimination of room effects is, though.

RENEWING YOUR ROOM

Most audiophiles know only too well the overriding
impact their listening room has on the sound of a hi-fi
system. The commonest problem, judging from the
numerous letters and e-mails we receive on the subject, is
bass boom. One partial solution is to move ‘speakers
away from walls, but in a domestic situation this isn’t
particularly practical. There's also the ‘bung approach’,
where a foam plug or what is known technically as a
‘sock’ is inserted into the port of a retlex-loaded
loudspeaker to reduce the amount of bass it produces.
But what can you do if your room is irregularly shaped, or
if you don’t want to lose an octave of bass? Cue DSP.

THE PROCESSING PROCESS

When it comes to room measurement and response
optimisation, it's time to connect the DG-28's supplied
microphone. This should be positioned at ear height at
the listening position on a tripod (one for camera-
mounting would be suitable).

THE FIRST STAGE

Pressing Mode moves you to the first stage, where the
level of the warble tone generated by the DG-28 is set
individually for each channel with the Level buttons. This
tone is picked up by the microphone and fed into the
filter circuitry, as was the case with the B&W.

THE SECOND STAGE

You can now choose between four pre-set responses (flat
or -1dB, -2dB, or -3dB at 2kHz). A fifth screen allows you
to enter a customised response, which the Accuphase will
mimic as closely as possible. At this point, the manual
comments, “If adjustment is performed so as to achieve

208 20 |.R comia
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fully flat frequency response at the regular listening
position, the audible result will be felt to be very bright”.
Through the Concert 8s, this turned out not to be the
case, and roll-offs as dramatic as -3dB at 2kHz gave a
tonal balance which was excessively warm.

THE THIRD STAGE

Adjustment begins next, as the DG-28 carries out three
sweeps across the frequency spectrum for each ehannel
and averages the results. This only lasts about six or seven
minutes, and is followed by the DSP circuits calculating a
digital filter which yields the chosen respanse (we stuck
with fully flat for our listening).

ON THE HOT SPOT
So, switching the Accuphase in and out of circuit, it was
time to assess the results. Given the improvements we'd
had with the B&W, our hopes were high. With the Jamos
in their normal reviewing positions, what we heard was a
bit of an anticlimax. The DG-28 brought smoother treble,
removed a hint of fizz from the midrange and evened out a
number of small peaks in the bass, but the gap separating
‘No Accuphase’ from ‘Full Accuphase’ wasn’t massive.
There was a rather simple explanation for this. As the
DG-28 had shown with its measurement of the sound we
were hearing at the listening position, our system’s output

MICROPHONE
LEVEL
<

MIN

INPUT DISPLAY

SELECTOR OFF INPUT

MODE

1/3-1/6 oct

Under the cover marked 'Digital’ can be found controls for the LCD
screen’s contrast as well as microphone level and buttons for switching

mode and equaliser bands (32 or 64).
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was flat +/-2dB from around 300Hz all the way up to
18kHz! The DG-28 was only really crunching numbers
below 300Hz, and that was narrow-band correction
dialing out some sharp peaks and dips, which have much
less affect on the sound than broad humps or troughs.

The Jamos may have a commendably even response,
but they’re around four feet from the reas wall in our
room. Most loudspeakers are mare uneven and located
far closer to a rear wall, so we wheeled in a pair of less
well-mannered transducers and pushed them back up
against the wall. One extra obstacle we added was
unequal distance from side walls, which would alter the
amount of reflected energy reaching the listening position
and therefore the overall response.

Once the Accuphase had gone through its paces a
second time, its benefits were more evident. Bass honk
caused by wall proximity was brought under control, and
the naturally forward and slightly harsh midrange of our
second guinea pigs was tamed. Imaging was also better
balanced between the two enclosures, although image
precision itself remained unsharpened.

BOXES NO MORE

If you're lucky enough to have box loudspeakers with a
fairly flat response in a room with enough space for their
location not to be a problem, Accuphase’s DG-28
wouldn’t yield the best sonic return on £5000 lavished on
your hi-fi. On the other hand, if you're a dedicated user of
dipoles (from Magneplanar, Apogee, Quad and others,
which can be very difficult to squeeze a balanced
response from) and your roam isn’t ideal, it could be the
solution to otherwise intractable problems.

THE WAY FORWARD

Along with the new digital formats, Digital Signal
Processing holds out the promise of major advances in
sound quality, as presaged by B&W!'s Listening Room
Optimiser and, to a lesser extent, the DG-28.

The LRO’s main distinguishing features are its ability
to correct the phase anomalies created by passive
loudspeaker crossovers and the psycho-acoustic research
B&W have embedded in its ICs and patented. This is
fiendishly difficult and very costly DSP thaugh, which
partly explains why the LRO remains a prototype and
why such processing isn’t part of the DG-28's arsenal.
The Accuphase may not be a total DSP solution for all
systems, but it’s one of the very few components pointing
the way to a technology which will certainly play a huge
role in hi-fi to come®

Review

The rear panel has four bays
to the left which can take
additional modules (like
analogue-to-digital
convertors. The other inputs
and outputs each number

one optical and one co-axial.

Accuphase DG-28

-~
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If you love panel
and electrostatic
loudspeakers but

yOur room
doesn’t, the DG-
28 is well worth
auditioning.
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Richard White takes a spin with specialist plinths from Classique
Sounds and Aphelion for Garrard’s 401 motor unit.
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Aphelion’s Architecture
plinth isn’t one of the most
massive, but it has a style

conspicuous by its absence ike a
amongst plinths for L voice from

across the Styx, the

Garrard 301 and 401 refuse to lie

down and play dead. Many a feature

article, many an attic trawl, all-too-many audio

jumbles feature these venerated spinners as spoils

from a raid on the Lost Ark, and prices have risen

accordingly.

Unhappily, the condition of some of these has led to
disappointment for the unwary; it matters not how good it
was when new, ‘'worn out’ is as terminal a condition for
turntables as the dreaded ‘beyond economic repair’ is for
cars. For those eager Garrardites who have managed to
steer clear of such scrap, happy times beckon, with one
or two caveats, the most important of which concerns
plinths.

301s and 401s are noisy, unless housed properly. As a
consequence, a cottage industry has grown up supplying
plinths of various degrees of sophistication and mass.
What most have in common is a desire to make a
cumbersome chunk of audio history into an ornament for
the happy home. As the nomenclature has changed over
the years from ‘gramophone’ and ‘motor unit’ to
‘turntable’ or ‘record-player’, so the asthetic appreciation
has evolved from “Oo0!” to “Ugh!” to “Aah!”, and any
self-respecting Garrard owner requires a plinth to ensure
that the “Aah!” response (let alone any frequency
response) is maximized. With this in mind we decided to

H OCTOBER 1998

Garrards.

audition
a couple of
recent
examples of the
breed. To ensure an
absolutely level
playing field, we tested
both plinths with the same
motor unit, arm and cartridge:
Garrard 401, Origin Live
" modified Rega RB300 and a Reson
Mica Moving Magnet.

STYLE AND SUBSTANCE

First off the blocks is Aphelion’s £200 Architecture, which
has more than a dash of ‘Things To Come’ about it - the
styling suggests a time when fridges looked like furniture.
The Architecture is made from the customary inch-thick
MDF, but the design philosophy is unusual. Where most
plinth designers opt for the monolithic approach,
Aphelion have used a system whereby the wood layers
are sandwiched with an absorbent foam material to
progressively de-couple the motor unit from the base. The
detachable armboard (which will be flush-fitting on
production samples) is carried on an independent stack at
the side and is readily removable. Three models, all with
similar construction, cover the Garrard 301 (Foundation),
401 (Architecture) and Thorens 124 (Lucerne).

Once everything had been bolted into place and the
Reson carefully aligned, the Aphelion began to show
what it was made of with Deivert and Bibb’s Hello
Stranger from Opus 3. This is an uncompromisingly
acoustic record which, although it offers no dynamic
extremes, has plenty of ‘free air’ to show up any of the
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Jsrntable noise and rumble %
vhich the plinth is
upposed to be damping.
‘he Architecture passed
nis test with ease, a
reditable midrange giving a
seasant fullness to guitar and
nandolin, although the overall
ound lacked sparkle (this was
lue as much to the recording as the
linth, though). ‘Buked and Scorned’,
mne of the Bluesier tracks, features some
'mphatic slap/strum effects: these were a
raction slow dynamically, but not enough
o detract significantly from the emotion of the
nusic.

DN THE RIGHT TRACK

decca’s hallowed Best Of Parsifal provided more
lynamic elbow-room and more opportunity to catch

>ut a noisy plinth with cartridge mis-tracking. Transmitted
notor vibrations can lead to tracking problems, because
he stylus tip must continually reverse its lateral direction
1s it tracks the groove; an additional ‘shove’ by a
:oincident vibration will degrade the sound and cause
sroove damage in the long term.

As far as the Architecture was concerned, there were
10 serious grounds for complaint here with the Micra
>loughing on through the glories of Christa Ludwig and
o with very little evidence of discomfort. The sharp,
righ-frequency spikes of the brass over a continuum of
slow string chords were reproduced cleanly, albeit with
an occasional touch of sizzle to show how close to the
~vind the needle was sailing.

Arturo Delmoni’s well-modulated solo violin playing
Sffers front ends a lot of opportunity for tailure. Mis-
racked violin is one of hi-fi’s nastier sounds, and to its
credit the Aphelion gave the cartridge no grounds to
oosen its grip on the groove, the inherent smoothness of
he soloist’s Bachian bowings untainted.

PIECES OF EIGHT

Next plinth on the bill was Classique Sounds’ Octavia.
Made to order from slabs of inch-thick MDF, Octavia can
oe had in the raw or cabinet-finished in any veneer of
your choice. Certainly nothing has been left to chance as
regards mass; although it’s not in the Slate Audio weight
range, prospective buyers should beware of hernia,
otherwise they’ll have their hands full in more ways than
one. The top board is undrilled, so the choice of tone-arm
fixing method lies with the user. One of the styling
peculiarities of the Garrard 401 lies in the size of its
chassis, which butts into the area where any sensible
person would want to mount a 9in. arm. With a bit of
applied fiddling and the odd curse though, we got our
Rega fitted and Reson aligned.

With the return of Arturo Delmoni performing Bach's
solo violin sonatas, | wondered whether things were a bit
over-smooth, so | turned the wick up to check. No,
everything was fine and dandy, with not an ounce of
Arturo’s creamy midrange or any of the essential bow-kick
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transients lost.
The reason for my
concern is a good example
of just how ‘undramatic’ and
matural good hi-fi can be - it doesn’t draw
attention to itself, rather to the music.

Considering the enormous variety of dynamics and
textures which have to be reproduced in Decca’s Parsifal,
the Octavia retained commendable control and dug deep
for the accompanying ‘cello and double-bass parts.
Layered above was the full range of voices on this
Wagnerian feast, the Germanic speech patterns retaining
their expressive sibilance while the glories of full-blown
operatic soptano floated out of the loudspeakers.

Turning back to Eric Bibb, | was once again surprised
by the sonic differences which separate the Architecture
and Octavia. The slap/strum guitar was kicked right into
my lap this time, and the slight lack of presence noted
with the Aphelion disappeared - the arrival of subtle
finger-on-strings sounds meant a much more ‘live’
sensatian to the performance.

A touch of the wild and wonderful was contributed by
Santana’s Abraxas. Its plethora of odd phase effects
enabled me to be certain that what was weird stayed
weird, and that the smoothness which was a notable
teature of the Garrard/Octavia combination was not an
unwanted extra overlying music.

CHALK AND CHEESE
Aphelion’s Architecture does a fine job at an attractive
price. With its Frank Lloyd Wright looks and the
convenient armboard interchangeability, this may well be
the goods for vinylphiles who care as much for style as
outright sound. On the other hand, the use of non-rigid
material between the MDF layers doesn’t quite seem to
hit the spot. The motor of a Garrard deck has
considerable mass, and while ‘the sandwich’ does damp
things fairly effectively, it allows through more vibration
than is ideal, particularly if the motor unit happens to be
well worn.

€lassique’s Octavia aims at preventing vibration in the
first place, and does a good job of it. In fairness, this
plinth is not only bigger and heavier than the
Architecture, in its cabinet-finished form it is also dearer.
Be that as it may, the Octavia is not unduly expensive
and, coupled with a well-kept motor unit and suitable
pick-up, would be a welcome, if weighty, companion on
life’s vinyl odyssey®

Classique Sounds’ Octavia,
with its MDF sheets glued
into a heavy block, is a more
‘traditional’ plinth than the

Architecture.

Aphelion Architecture
£200

Aphelion

19 Bern Links,
Briar Hill,
Northampton
NN4 8SS

Tel: 01604 760915

Classique Sounds
Octavia
£200 (plain MDF)
£299 (veneered)

Classique Sounds
61 Aylestone Drive
Aylestone, Leicester
LE2 8QE

Tel: 0116 233 5821
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ARCHITECTURE

A fair price and

distinctive styling
make for a good

buy

OCTAVIA

A massive attack
on vibration. Let
the Garrard'’

inherent quality

show through
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the man behind TAG

Mclaren’s

explains what’s

Q. why have TAG & McLaren, best known for their
= Formula One racing team and watches, bought Audiolab?

Dr Udo Zucker, Physicist and founder of TAG Electronic Systems Ltd.
Largely because of me. | have always loved music. | have my best ideas listening to music
and could not live without it. For a long time, I've nurtured an ambition to push music

reproduction to the absolute limit. | believe that in TAG MclLaren Audio we will be able to do that.

Q. what do you think TAG McLaren can bring t
- the world of high quality music reg

—
Dr Udo Zucker: Several things: Firstly, radical ideas and the

have world beating experience in digital circuitry desig

' and in handling complex sensor data signals in the
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electronics

.

3

behind TAG Mclaren Audio.

electronics and appearance

of the product?

r

3 't e TAG Mclaren product. Furthermore, Peter

hat music system do

*-'f. antly, with our additional resources, Derek
as achieved significant improvements in sound
[} i)

one of ‘'no compromise’, whatever it takes
‘road car, has made a big investment in
l §e products a look for the new millennium.

-
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Q: will yoeu add to the product range in the future?

Dr Udo Zucker: The first fruits of our collaboration will be the new
F3 series. This will be the ultimate Audiolab product, but for TAG Mclaren
Audio it will only be the beginning. We plan to follow the F3 with two further,
more advanced and therefore expensive, complete systems: the F2 series
and F1 series respectively. These systems will take TAG Mclaren Audio

into genuine high end products and to new heights in high-fidelity.

el ¢
u currently have at home?

Zucker: To be honest, | i
can't wait to replac

to a much more expensive Krell system at the
with a better TAG Mclaren F1 Audio system.

Q: and finally, what sort of music do you enjoy listening to?

Dr Udo Zucker: Ah, the question they always ask in the hi-fi stores. But |
believe the question is irrelevant. Perfection is what | want, not a system that
‘colours' sound. Purity, o my mind, is the most desirable quality reproduced
K\Id can have. So it shouldn't matter what | listen to. In delivering our promise

i-performance, hi-fidelity" we will make this question irrelevant for good.

Y&Vclaren
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i-performance hi-fidelity




Simon Pope
enjoys the
company of
Aura’s LST-627M
and Heybrook’s
Optima floor
standers in his
search for
sub-£300
heavyweights.

s the old saying goes, “A
Ajourney of a thousand
 miles starts with a single
step”. The direction of that step
for many first-time budget hi-fi
buyers will be dictated by
whether they decide to take the
stand-mount or floor-stander
route. With the latter you spare
your wallet the pain of decent
stands and (theoretically) get
deeper bass; the former, better
imaging and a better aesthetic
match with the living
room/bedroom/lavatory. Leaving
the high road to bookshelf boxes,
1 took the low road with
American Aura’s LST-627M and
home-grown Heybrook’s
Optimas.

STATING THE CASE
‘LST-627M'’ might be instantly
forgettable, but the Auras are
more memorable than most
'speakers in the tweeter area.
The company’s own ‘Line
Source’ unit is fitted to the
LST-627M. This has a thin,
flexible diaphragm driven by a
voice coil and boasts a low
moving mass (although not as
low as a ribbon, where the
signal flows through the
diaphragm itself). The Aura’s
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woofer (supplied by Danish
manufacturer Peerless) breaks
fewer traditions with its 6.5in.
diameter and polypropylene
cone with concave dustcap.

The back of the cabinet
houses the basic reflex port (no
complex flares here) and a
single pair of terminals, which
came as a bitof a
disappointment on £300
loudspeakers.

On the plus side, as Leo Lam
found in his review of Aura’s
LSB-627M stand mounters in
August, the Line Source
tweeters are as refreshing
sonically as they are visually,
especially at the price. The
third movement of Mahler’s
Seventh Symphony with its
spiky orchestration and ghostly
presence (in the recording by
the Cleveland Orchestra under
Pierre Boulez) was amazingly
transparent through the Auras.

The woodwind section was
convincingly natural, with
oboes and Cor Anglais
sounding appropriately ‘reedy’
and to the fore within the sound
stage. Bass remained firm and
solid without erring either to
the dry or overenthusiastic.
Control of this order meant the
Auras pulled off the waltz-like
swing of the double-basses and
bassoons in a tight, rhythmic
fashion which added genuine
excitement to the music.

The LST-627Ms confirmed
their credentials on Mahler’s
raspy, muted brass spatterings
{(which had bite without
harshness) and pizzicato notes.
One from the double-basses
{marked extreme fortissimo) is
plucked so hard the strings
rebound onto the finger-board
and came as quite a shock, even
though | was expecting it!
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Only in a bright system would the Auras be out of
place. At times solo violin verged on the shrill, and
although the overall balance was clean and vibrant with
excellent sound staging and space between images,
tonally it could have been richer and warmer.

Moving on to very different ground, Radiohead’s
‘Lucky’ from OK Computer displayed the same sense of
atmosphere as the Mahler. The drummer and his kit
hogged the limelight thanks to the sheer presence and
clarity on the ride cymbal which propelled the track along.

When the music became more complex at the soaring
chorus, the Auras loosened their grip slightly, leaving
Radiochead more cabinet-bound and treble coarser. The
LST-627Ms had an easier time with the electronic Dance
of D) Cher’s ‘The Seraphim
Odyssey’ pounding hypnotically
through their drivers. The tweeters
relayed the clinical intricacies of
the top-end superbly and
persuaded my usually static feet
into activity.

OPTIMALLY SPEAKING
Next to the Auras, Heybrook’s
Optimas are more typical of sub-
£300, two-way floor standers. The
165mm doped-paper woofer
marries up to a small 14mm
polymer-dome tweeter with
ferrofluid damping. In contrast to
the Auras, the reflex port is front
firing, which leaves the back
panel bare apart from the bi-
wiring terminals.

The sound of the rather staid
looking Optimas is a world away
from their styling. Paired up with
the Audio Analogue Puccini
integrated amp (non-SE version),
the result was a remarkably
polished and smooth rendition
with images located within a very
open sound stage. The bass these
cabinets produced belied their
size too, the ascending and
descending double-bass runs on
the Mahler possessing a rare
speed and smack. This, coupled
with the Heybrooks’ warmth,
makes for very involving listening
indeed.

The Optimas had little trouble
dealing with Classical whatever
the instruments. The lower
register of violins and violas was
whipped-cream rich without
compromising on detail or
sounding thick and veiled (which
is a real bonus at this price) and
midrange woodwind glowed with
a clarity enhanced by a freedom
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from cabinet coloration.

These aren’t loudspeakers to shun Pop in favour of
Classical alone, though. Radiohead’s OK Computer was
as depressing as the performers and engineers had
intended, Thom Yorke's plaintive vocals fully fleshed out
above the powerful bass guitar. For all their low-end
grunt, the Optimas never failed to treat treble cleanly and
smoothly - there was barely a hint of sibilance on voices.
Further evidence of the drivers’ pedigree was the complex
chorus, where a tangled mix of musical strands was
skilfully teased apart by the Heybrooks.

Moving their cones to D) Cher, the Optimas got into the
mood with pumping, club-style bass and crisp treble. The
adrenaline began to flow as it had done with the Auras, but
because basslines were
slowed slightly by the
Heybrooks this time
round the experience
wasn’t quite as uplifting.

A MATTER OF
TASTE
Aura’s LST-627Ms are,
like their small siblings,
very competent
loudspeakers. They
have a taut, if slightly
dry, bass and a treble
whose speed and
precision the
competition can’t
match. Stir in musicality
and excitement
(especially on Dance
music) and that's a
recipe for success, but
the crispness could
dominate the sound in
prolonged listening.
Ironically, the tweeter is
the Auras’ weakness as
* well as their strength -
its tendency to sibilance
could be tiring, if you
listen to a lot of bright
Rock recordings.
Smoother, more
relaxed performers are
Heybrook’s Optimas.
They're happy on a
varied musical diet
which they never stifle
with a boxy sound.
They might not have the
razor-sharp transient
ability of their American
counterparts here, but
their involving, spacious
character will keep you
in front of your hi-fi for
disc after disce
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Aura LST-627M
£299.95

Audio Partnership
Gallery Court,
Hankey Place,
London SE1 4BB
Tel: 0500 333500

Heybrook Optima
£259

Heybrook

Clemo Road,
Liskeard,

Cornwall

PL14 3NH

Tel: 01579 342B66

WORLD VERDICT

AURA LST-627M
The Auras

have a fast

detailed and

energetic sound
best matched by
warm

components

Ll S

HEYBROOK
OPTIMA
Smooth and
relaxed, the
Hevbrooks are
entertaining all

rounders

Measured Performance

see plll




(HE BIGGEST GHANGE
IN HI-Fl THIS GENTURY

The Victory 6: a bass reflex, floorstanding loudspeaker featuring ferrofluid cooled titanium
polycarbonate tweeter, specially coated cellulose mid/woofer, bi-wire terminals and spikes. Frequency
response is a staggering 25Hz - 28kHz, sensitivity 91dB and power handling a mean 110 Watts RMS.

And all for...

YICTORY B

Change for the better: contact Henley Designs on 01491-834700 for stockists of the amazing Victory 6 loudspeaker.



Why do data CD-Recordable discs cost so much less than audio ones?
David Price investigates.

D-R (Compact Disc-Recordable) has been with us

for several years now, during which time it has

become very popular in computing circles,
offering as it does the facility to archive large quantities of
data. The blank discs themselves have become very
cheap to buy, and in bulk cost well under £1 each.

Duly, when Philips launched their first audio CD
recorder earlier this year (the CDR 870), some thought it
surprising that the new machines would not work with
CD-R data discs. Why miss the opportunity to benefit
from the discs’ universal availability and very low prices,
which are cheaper even than low-grade audio cassettes?

Instead, all Philips hi-fi CD recorders require the use of
‘audio’ CD-Rs - which despite being outwardly identical
to data CD-Rs, can cost considerably more (Philips’ own
advertising specifies prices of between £3.50 and £11 for
one audio CD-R blank). So why the huge difference?
Philips’ CDR 870 press release would seem to have the
answer, stating that, “to comply with copyright legislation
in various countries, the CDR 870 will only make
recordings on discs bearing the ‘audio’ logo. These discs
are subject to levies which are payable to the relevant
copyright protection associations.”

We contacted Philips to find out how much this
copyright fee was. Considering the price differential
between data and audio CD-Rs, we had anticipated it to
be sizeable. The answer was not what we’d expected, a
spokesperson for the company admitting that, “the UK
does not have a levy system in place.”

What then explains the price difference? Could it be
that the discs themselves are different - audio CD-Rs
being a kind of premium, low-error version and computer
data CD-Rs a poor relation? Philips replied that, “the discs
are different - both technically and they include SCMS.
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Consequently they cost more to produce.” In fact, most of
the small cost of the Serial Copyright Management System
is in the hardware rather than the discs themselves. This is
then reflected in the machine’s price.

Philips’ advertising cautions, “make sure to buy audio
CD-Rs, not the cheaper data variety - players like the
CDR 880 will only record onto the audio variety.”
However, rumour has it that this is not strictly true.
Philips CD recorders will in fact work with data CD-Rs if
fooled into thinking they’re using audio CD-Rs. This is
simply a matter of inserting an audio CD-R, selecting
Record mode and then gently pulling out the disc drawer.
The audio CD-R is then swapped for a data
CD-R, and the drawer manually closed. Providing Record
mode isn’t left while the discs are being swapped, the
machine will then record onto the data disc just like an
audio CD-R, which will then replay on any normal CD
player, as we've found here at World Towers. Quite what
affect this will have on the drawer and transport
mechanism in the long-term is open to conjecture.

So where does this leave the inflated prices of audio
CD-Rs? Philips’ claim that they're technically different to
data CD-Rs falls short of explaining the price gap
between the two formats, while, in Britain at least, the
copyright levy is currently a red herring.

In truth, high audio CD-R prices would appear to have
more to do with marketing and dealer margins. Cynics
would argue that Philips’ distinction between audio and
data discs is more about profit potential than issues of
physical compatibility. Let's hope that blank audio-disc
prices drop to data CD-R levels as soon as possible -
there’s no real reason for them not to, and lower prices
can only assure the success of Philips’ superb new CD
recorders
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Feature

David Price, our man in Japan, reports back
on the progress of DVD machinery in the Far East.

VD has got off to a slow start in Japan. Since
D its introduction nearly two years ago sales

have been sluggish, not least because of the
current economic recession. Nor has the format made
the transition from the audio/visual world to hi-fi
particularly successfully. Indeed, Japan’s hi-fi press
has been fairly muted on both DVD’s 96kHz, 24-bit

audio capability and the practice of using DVD Victor’s substantial Xv-D2000 DVD player.
players as high-quality replay devices for existing
Compact Discs. players which offer full 96kHz, 24-bit DACs. These have
There are several reasons for this. The British press done much to stimulate interest in DVD as hi-fi, and
has been particularly interested in the way DVD several manufacturers - notably Pioneer - have
machines play CDs because introduced machines which successfully straddle the gulf

between AV and high-end audio. Now, for the first time,
every major Japanese manufacturer offers a DVD Audio-
compatible player. Here’s a look at what's available. . .

Panasonic’s top portable is -
the stunning DVD-P10. e =5
THE HARDWARE
Launched in January this year, Aiwa’s XD-DV500 is a
Midi-sized 20/96 design that retails for Y79800 (£350).
Akai’s full-size DV-P1000 is cheaper still at Y65000
(£285) and also comes with a 20-bit DAC. Ditto Denon’s
DVD-2000, the precursor of the DVD-3000 that we rate
so highly, which retails for Y89000 (£390). Hitachi’s DV-
P1 is the second oldest DVD machine on sale in Japan,
CD players are so born in December 1996 and fitted with a 20-bit DAC for
expensive here, and many regard the new DVD
machines as a possible way around this; after all, why
buy a top CD spinner when the latest DVD deck does
things better for £700? In Japan, where prices are
often half those of the UK, value for money is less of
an issue. You can already buy an extremely capable
CD player, such as Denon’s DCD-S10 Il (winner of a
prestigious Stereo Sound magazine award) for around
£800. Panasonic’s tasty DVD-A450 with its wooden end cheeks.
While 24/96 DVD audio has interested the hi-fi
press, the lack of software has meant that most attention Y83000 (£365).

has instead gone to Japan’s burgeoning number of JVC (known in Japan as Victor) offer two machines, of
audiophile CD titles, such as JVC’s XRCDs and Blue which the Y115000 (£500) XV-D2000 is the more
Note’s 2088 series. However, the past few months have expensive. With the company’s respected K2 DAC
seen the launch of some new, second-generation DVD running up to 20/96 resolution, separate video and audio
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circuits and a low resonance ‘Arkbase’ chassis, it should
prove a good performer. The cheaper XV-1000 seems
more AV-oriented, with the lion’s share of its Y93000
(£405) price tag going on features such as an elaborate
graphical user interface.

Big is beautiful, as Pioneer prove with their DV-59,

Panasonic’s new DVD-P10 has only just reached the
shops, and is a true state-of-the-art design. The same size
and weight as one of the first CD personals, this 910g
portable packs in a 24/96 DAC, full CD compatibility
and the option of 5.8cm a-Si TFT colour screen for video
playback! It costs Y79000 (£345) with standard screen,
or Y150000 (£655) when TFT equipped.

Panasonic’s full-size, second-generation range was
launched in Japan in November 1997, and comprises the
DVD-A350 that so impressed us back in July for Y94000
(£410), the DVD-A450 for Y100000 (£435) and the
Y 110000 (£480) DVD-K500. The '450 is similar to the
’350, but gets wooden side cheeks, a champagne-gold
metal finish, ‘Class AA’ output stages and ‘Virtual Battery
Operation’. Meanwhile, the ‘500 comes with front-panel
microphone inputs and level controls for home karacke!
All feature Matsushita’s fine sounding 24/96 DAC.
Finally, Panasonic have just announced a stripped-down
budget design, the Y69000 (£300) DVD-A150.

The DVS-9 is Pioneer Electronic Corporation’s latest
DVD machine, a new high-ender which sports Hi-bit
Legato Link Conversion S - a Digital Signal Processing DAC
and digital filter arrangement which can also be found on
their top CD and DAT machines. It gets the full battleship
build treatment, with extensive internal copper plating and
audiophile components accounting for its 15kg weight.

At Y190000 (£830) it's the most expensive and most hi-fi
orientated DVD deck on the market.

Also from Pioneer is the DV-505, launched in
February 1998 in Japan for Y69000 (£300) and now
available in the UK as well for £449.99. Although ‘built
to a price’ and lacking a full 24-bit DAC, it's proved
popular in Japan, possibly because it’s the cheapest

Sony’s petite DVP-M30.

player offering an unrestricted 96kHz output through its
co-axial and optical digital outputs - rival machines
downsample to 48kHz.

Pioneer also do two DVD/LD players, the Y 128000
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(£560) DVL-909 and the Y148000 (£645) DVL-K88, the
latter being a Japan-only karacke machine. Although a
flop outside Japan, Laser Disc has been a modest success
in its home market, where LDs cost little more than pre-
recorded VHS videos. Lastly, Pioneer offer a cute little
Mini-sized DVD player with a 20/96 Hi-bit Legato Link
DAC for Y83000 (£365). Born November 1996, the
DV-F21 is one of the oldest surviving DVD machines.

Sharp’s DV-5100 is a 270mm Midi-sized unit retailing
for Y75000 (£330) and features a 20-bit DAC.

Sony have four DVD machines on sale in Japan, only
two of which are designed with DVD Audio in mind. The
DVP-53000 and DVP-S7000 at Y79000 (£345) and
Y110000 (£480) respectively, lack high-bit DACs. By
contrast, the DVP-S501D (on which the British market’s
DVP-S715 is based) and DVP-M30 offer the full 24/96

Monty. These feature Sony’s Dual Discrete Pick-ups, said
to be fully CD-R compatible, and borrow some ideas
from the company’s CD player range, such as switchable
digital filters and anti-resonance feet. Prices are Y88000
(£385) and Y66000 (£290) respectively.

Toshiba’s Y75000 (£330) SD-2100 is a 370mm-wide
machine that was launched in June 1997 and uses a
20-bit DAC. The Y77000 (£335) SD-3000 is a first-
generation machine,

launched back

in November 1996 and features

a ‘'meagre’ 48kHz oversampling, 20-bit DAC. Should it
encounter 24/96 PCM, it has to downsample.

The same company’s Y89000 (£390) SDK-310 has a
front panel festooned with microphone inputs for use as a
home karaoke centre. Yet the most interesting player in
Toshiba’s range is the SD-P410G, a portable B5-sized
design with a mini remote control. Weighing in at 1.1kg,
it's impressively compact, albeit not quite as petite as
Panasonic’s DVD-P10. Y75000 (£330) buys you this
dinky 20/96 machine.

Finally, the DVD-1000 is Yamaha’s DVD contender in
Japan at present, having been on the market for over a
year. A sleek gunmetal silver affair, it comes with a
20-bit DAC for Y108000 (£470)®
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At the other end of Pioneer’s

size spectrum is the DV-F21.

Toshiba’s SD-P410G portable
breaks out of the black-box

mould.




35 Branches

Nationwide

At Sevenoaks Hi Fi you will
find a wide range of
products on show with the
emphasis on quality
combined with unbeatable
value for money.

Everything in stock is on
display and available for
audition in our dedicated
Hi Fi and Home Cinema
demonstration rooms.

Qur friendly and
experienced staff will be
happy to assist you through
every step of your purchase
and will, when appropriate,
deliver and install your
equipment to ensure total
listening satisfaction.

Sevenoaks Hi Fi -
there is no better
place to buy.

UK
TOP TEN

CD Albums
only £9.99 each

Participating branches only.
Cffer subject to availability.
Personal callers only. E&OE.

@/ | aDautlxor‘lséd |
BADA DEALER

M sventil oF ey

WE ONLY SELL PRODUCTS FOR WHICH
WE ARE AUTHORISED DEALERS

35 SEVENOAKS HI Fl BRANCHES NATIONWIDE

SEVENOAKS
01732 459555
109-113 London Road

@ BERDEEN
01224 587070
491 Union Street

@ seororn
01234 272779
29-31 St Peters Street

@ BIRMINGHAM
0421 233 2977
12 Queensway Arches,
Livery Street

@ BRIGHTON
01273 733338
55 Preston Street

@ srisToL
0117 974 3727
92B White Ladies Road,
Clifton

@ sroMLEY

0181 290 1988
39a East Street

@ BURY ST EDMUNDS
01284 753776
47 Churchgate Street

@ cArDIFF
04222 472899
104-106 Albany Road

@ cARLISLE
01228 590775
3 Earls Lane
(Next to Bus Depot)

@ cHELSEA
0171 352 9466
403 Kings Road, SWI10

@ CHELTENHAM
01242 241171
24 Pittville Street

@ crovoon
0181 665 1203
373 London Road

@ £ssex
01376 501733
| The Grove Centre,
Witham

@ cuiLororp
01483 536666
73b North Street

@ HOLBORN

0171 837 7540
144-148 Grays Inn Rd

HULL

01482 587171
I Savile Street

@ pswich
01473 286977
12-14 Dogs Head Street

Mail Order 01732 458985

'Y

. KINGSTON
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
0181 547 0717
43 Fife Road

LEEDS
0113 245 2775
112 VYicar Lane

MAIDSTONE
01622 686366
96 Week Street

@ NEWCASTLE
0191 221 2320
19 Newgate Street

@ NoRwicH
01603 767605
29/29A St Giles Street

@ oxrorp
01865 241773
41 St Clements

@ PETERBOROUGH
(LATE NIGHT THURSDAY)
01733 897697
36 Park Road

@ PResTON
01772 825777
40-41 Lune Street

@ READING
0118 959 7768
3 & 4 Kingswalk

@ sHEFFIELD
0114 255 5861
0ld Sheffield Savings
Bank, 635 Queens Rd,
Heeley

@ souTHAMPTON
01703 337770
33 London Road

SOUTHGATE
0181 886 2777
79-81 Chase Side, N14

@D swansea

Opening Soon

® o D) SWiss COTTAGE NW3

L

Opening Soon
@ TUNBRIDGE WELLS

01892 531543
28-30 St Johns Road

WATFORD

(OPEN SUNDAY)
01923 213533

478 St Albans Road

WORCESTER
01905 612929
2 Reindeer Court

NAIM AUDIO NOW AVAILABLE IN BEDFORD AND BIRMINGHAM

The renowned range of Naim Audio hi fi separates and loudspeakers is now available in

our Bedford and Birmingham branches. To experience the quality of this superb British
product please telephone Bedford 01234 272779 or Birmingham 0121 233 2977.




CD PLAYERS

Arcam Alpha 7

Arcam Alpha 8

Arcam Alpha 85

Arcam Alpha 9

Audiolab 8000 CD

Cyrus DAD!

Cyrus DAD3

Cyrus DAD3Q

Denon DCD42S

Denon DCD635

Denon DCD73S

Denon DCD835

Denon DCD 1550 AR
Exposure CD

Maranrz CD48

Maranrz CDé671)

Marantz CD67SE

Maranz CD671105E

Marantz CD631IKI Signature
Marantz CD17K] Signature
Meridian 506 20 Bit

Meridian 508 24 Bit

Myryad T10

Myryad T20

Myryad MC100

Myryad MCDS00

Naim Audio

Pioneer PDS505 Precision
Roksan Caspian

Rotel RCD971

Sony CDPXE310

Sony CDPXES520

Technics SLPG490

Yamaha CDX493

CD MULTIPLAYERS
Arcam Alpha MCD

CD TRANSPORTS
Audiola> 8000CDM

Meridian 500

DACS

Audiolab 8000DAX 24 Bit
Meridian 566 24 Bit

Musical Fidelity X-ACT

MINI DISC/CD RECORDERS
Kenwood DM3090
Marantz DR700
Philips CDR880
Sony MDSJES20
Sony MDS)B920
Yamaha MDX793
CASSETTE DECKS
Denon DRM5S0
Denon DRWS80 Twin
Sany TCKE400S
Yamaha KX393
Yamaha KX580SE
TURNTABLES
Michell Gyrodec
Project 0.5
Project |
Technics SL1210
Thorens TD280/IV
Thorens TD166/Vi
TUNERS
Arcam Alpha 7
Arcam Alpha 8
Audiokab 8000T
Cyrus FM7
Senon TU260L
Denon TU2ISRDS

inc RB300

inc AT9SE
inc RB250

£ 32995
£ 44995
£ 599.95
£ 799.95
£ 999.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95
£ 899.95
£ 149.95
£179.95
£2299S
£ 27995
£ 349.95
£1049.95
£199.95
£249.95
£ 249.00
£ 299.95
£399.9S
£1099.95
£1099.95
£1994.95
£ 39995
£ 599.95
£ 699.95
£1299.95

POA.
£ 459.95
£ 89495
£ 349.95
£ 99.00
£€129.00
£ 9995
£179.95

£ 449.95

£1399.95
£124495

£ 999.95
£1294.95
£129.95

£ 169.00

CD Recorder £ 599.95
CD Recorder £ 499.95

£ 179.00
£ 29995
£299.95

£ 15995
£199.95
€ 129.00
£129.95
£179.00

£1019.95
£ 169.95
£ 209.95
£ 359.00
£ 209.95
£399.95

£22995
£ 27995
£ 799.95
£399.95
£119.95
£ 149.95

Denon TUI500RD
Kenwood KT2080RDS
Marantz ST48
Meridian 504
Myryad MT 100
Roksan Caspian
Rotel RT93SAX
Sony STSES00
Yamaha TX480L
AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha One
Arcam Alpha 7R
Arcam Alpha 8R
Arcam Alpha 9
Arcam Alpha 10
Audiolab 8000LX
Audiolab 8000A
Audiolab 8000S
Cyrus SL

Cyrus MR3

Cyrus lll'i

Denon PMA250SE
Denon PMA350SE
Denon PMAIS00R
Exposure Super 20
Exposure Super 15
Exposure 25

John Shearne
Marantz PMS7
Marantz PM66SE
Marantz PM66KI Signature
Meridian S51

Musical Fidelity X-Al
Myryad T40

Myryad MI 120

Nalm Audio

Pioneer A300R Precision
Roksan Caspian

Rotel RA921

Rotel RA93 1|

Rotel RA971

Sony TAF248E

Talk Electronics Storm IL
Talk Electronics Storm 2L
PREAMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 9C

Audiolab 8000C

Audiolab 8000PPA
Audiolab 8000Q

Cyrus Pre

Exposure 13

Exposure 21

Meridian 501.2

Merldian S02

Myryad MP10C

Musical Fidelity X-Pre
Naim Audio

Rotel RC971

Talk Electronics

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Arcam Alpha 8P

Arcam Alpha 9P

Arcam Alpha 0P

Audiolab 8000SX

Audiolab 8000PX
Audiolab 8000MX Mono (each)
Cyrus XPA
Cyrus PSXR
Cyrus Power
Exposure Super|8
Exposure Super|8 Mono (pair)

Multiroom

INTEREST FREE

Spread the cost of buying selected quality hi fi separates

£ 24995
£ 89.00
£11995
£ 694.95
£ 52995
£ 594.95
£ 159.95
£ 99.00
£ 9995

£229.95
£299.95
£€379.95
£ 499.95
£€799.95
£ 469.95
£ 499.95
£ 69995
£ 399.95
£599.95
£599.95
£159.95
£ 19995
£ 499.95
£ 799.95
£ 899.95
£999.95

PO.A.
£ 199.9S
£229.95
£ 39995
£ 794.95
£ 479.95
£ 399.95
£599.95

POA.
£ 399.95
£ 694.95
£ 9995
£ 14995
£ 19995
£ 159.00
£ 499.95
£ 64995

£399.95
£579.95
£ 999.95
£1249.95
£ 649.95
£799.95
£999.95
£ 694.95
£1294.95
£ 599.95
£199.95

PO.A.
£ 14995

PO.A.

£249.95
£ 399.95
£ 599.95
£ 549.95
£ 849.95
£ 899.95
£€299.95

Power Supply £ 329.95

£499.95
£ 899.95
£1799.95

and loudspeakers with our 0% finance terms. Up to 24
months interest free.
Written details on request. O% APR. Subject to status.

PLEASE NOTE NOT ALL FRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL BRANCHES. PLEASE TELEPHONE TO VERIFY PRICE AND AVAILABILITY BEFORE TRAVELLING.

Technics SCHDSS
Technics SCHD8I

inc spks £ 449.00
inc spks £ $39.00
Yamaha CLAV [0 ex spks £ 849.9S
Yamaha AV | inc spks £ 649.9S
DVD & LASER DISC PLAYERS

Meridian SSé £ 894.95
Meridian $S7 £1399.95
Myryad MA120 £ 479.95
Musical Fidelity X-ASO Mono (pair) £ 499.95
Naim Audio POA.
Roksan Caspian £ 594.95
Rotel RB971 £€199.95
Rotel RB98I £ 29995
Talk Electronics POA.
LOUDSPEAKERS (Pair)

Acoustic Energy AEI0Ci £ 19995
Acoustic Energy AE109 £ 34995
Acoustic Energy AEI120 £ 499.95
Acoustic Energy AE505 £ 849.95
Acoustic Energy AE509 £999.95
Acoustic Energy AE520 £1199.95
B&W DMé60I £199.95
B&W DM602 € 29995
B&W DMé603 £ 499.95
B&W CDMISE £ 599.95
B&W CDMT7SE £ 999.95
Castle Isis (Deluxe Extra)£ 249.95

Castle Kendal
Castle Severn 2
Castle Avon
Castle Harlech

(Deluxe Extra) £ 399.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 579.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 729.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 879.95

£ 499.95

Epos ESI12

Epos E522

Epos ES30

Kef QIS

Kef Q35

Kef Q55

Kef Reference

Mission 700

Mission 701

Mission 771

Mission 772

Mission 773

Mission 774

Mission 7SOLE

Monitor Audio Monitor 2
Monitor Audic Monitor 3
Monitor Audio Moenitor 4
Monitor Audio 700PMC
Montor Audie 703PMC

£118495
£238495

£ 199.95

£ 34995

£ 499.95
POA.
£129.95
£159.95
£169.95
£229.95

£ 34995
£499.95

£ 249.95
(BIK) £ 299.95
(BIK) £ 399.95
(BIK) £ 499.95
(BIk) £ 599.95
(BIK) £ 799.95

Monitor Audies 705PMC (Blk) £1399.95
Monitor Audie Studio 2SE (BIk) £ 599.95
Monitor Audio Studio 12 (Blk) £ 999.95
Monitor Audio Studio 205E (Blk) £2199.95

Ruark Epilogue
Ruark icon

Ruark Templar Il
Ruark Sceptre

Ruark Talisman I
Ruark Prologue One
Tannoy Mercury Mi
Tannoy Mercury M2

Tannoy Mercury M2.S

Tannoy Revolution Ri
Tannoy Mercury M3
SYSTEMS

Denon DCI

Denon DF88
Deron DM7
Denon System 6.5
Denon D99W

JVC UXD88

JVC EXTDS

Teac Ref 300

Teac Ref 500
Technics SCHDS!

(Deluxe Extra) £ 239.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 399.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 559.95
(Deluxe Extra) £ 599.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95
(Deluxe Extra)£ 799.95
£11995
£ 139.95
£ 169.95
£ 199.95
£ 229.95

£ 379.95
£ 569.95
£ 579.95
£ 849.95
£ 899.95
£ 299.00
£ 359.00
£ 599.95
£€799.95
£ 359.00

inc spks
ex spks
ex spks
ex spks
ex spks
inc spks
inc spks
ex spks
ex spks
inc spks

Denon DYD3000 £ 699.95
Panasonic DVDA100 £ 349.00
Panasonic DVDA350 £ 629.00
Pioneer DV505 £ 449.95
Ploneer CLDD925 £ 479.00
Pioneer DVL909 £ 799.00
Sony DVPS31S £ 449.00
Sony DVPS715 £ 539.00
Yamaha DVDS700 £ 599.95
SURROUND AMPLIFIERS

Arcam AVSQ £ 699.95
Yamaha DSPA492 £ 199.00
Yamaha DSPAS592 £ 299.00
Yamaha DSPA| £1599.95
Yamaha DSPA| Gold £1699.95
SURROUND RECEIVERS

Denon AVR 1400 £ 499.95
Denon AVR3200 £ 999.95
Kenwood KRVS090 £ 119.00
Kenwood KRV9090 £ 249.00
Kenwood KRV888D Ex Demodulator £ 349.00
Yamaha RXV392 £ 179.00
Yamaha RXVS92 £ 369.00
SURROUND PROCESSORS

Cyrus AV Master £ 699.95
Denon AvD2000 £ 37995
Meridian PO.A
Yamaha APD| Demodulator£ 99.95
Yamaha DSPE492 £ 24995
Yamaha DDP2 AC3 Decoder £ 349.95
CENTRE SPEAKERS

Acoustic Energy AE107C £14995
B&W CCé £€229.95
Kef Q95C € 19995
Mission 70¢c| £ 9995
Mission 70¢2 £ 14995
Mission 77C £ 169.9S
Ruark Dialogue One £€299.95
Tannoy MC £ 9995
Yamaha NSC60 £ 5995
Yamaha NSC105 £ 7995
Yamaha NSC|50 £ 109.95
SURROUND SPEAKERS (Pair)
Boston POA
Mission 73S £ 9995
Yamaha NSE60 £2 7995
Yamaha NSE|05 £ 99.00
SUB WOOFERS

Acoustic Energy AEI108S £ 299.95
Rel Q50 £€374.95
Rel Q100E £ 494.95
Rel Straca Il £574.95
Rel Storm £ 694.95
Rel Stadium Il (Blk) £ 994.95
Rel Stentor Il (Bik) £€1799.95
Tsunami TS200 £ 299.95
Yamaha YSTSW40 € 13995
Yamaha YSTSW80 £€179.95
SPEAKER PACKAGES

Boston Micro 90t £999.95

Advertisement valid until at least end of

September, 1998 E&OE

PRICE POLICY

We promise some of the most competitive
prices in the UK along with first class pre and
after sales service.

Altogether an unbeatable combination!
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ALECTRIFYING

fter
\ years of
being
lectured about its evils,
I can come out at last.
Here, in a now terribly trendy
part of London, there’s a coffee-shop
on nearly every corner and even one
opposite my flat. Coffee is the new
cocaine-addictive, brain-cell-
destroying, health-ruining drug, but
it's out in the open, being freely
enjoyed by thousands. | love it.

Pity my other addiction, refuelled
recently by Michell Engineering’s
Orca pre and new Alecto power
amplifiers, is still a hole-in-the-corner
affair. Where are the hi-fi shops
crowded with the cuppies, 20-odd-
year-olds in oval shades, designer
trainers? Wouldn't it be great if hi-fi
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with
designer credentials rather than cafe
latte (I mean, it’s just milky coffee
whichever way you stir it) became
the new coffee the way football
became the new fashion or, in
fashion, brown became the new
black? The Orca and its attendant
power supply with their smoked
acrylic, shaped stainless steel and
aluminium are as elegant as an
Alessi.

Both Orca and Alecto designs are
new ground-up (from the ground up,

4+

maybe we’d better say; blame the

caffeine). And, as always, in style
and especially quality of
engineering, Michell’s new
components are the Blue

Mountain of hi-fi. The knobs on

the pre-amplifier - solid,
beautifully balanced, fitting within
a hair’s breadth of the dark acrylic
fascia - are as smooth as a finely-
roasted, shiny Arabica bean. And
the simple remote volume
control is a small, round
disc that fits
comfortably into the
palm. Made of
machined aluminium
it has exactly the
sensuous feel and
weight of a
cricket ball.
And yes, |
asked: John
Michell was
a bowler. ..
One
way of telling
quickly
whether hi-fi is
just good or
superb might appear
highly esoteric, but
actuaily isn’t. If you use
vinyl the method is to listen to the
sound of the groove - it should be
completely separate from the music,
like an unobtrusive solo instrument.
To a lesser extent the trick will work
with CDs where there is still residual
tape noise or microphone hiss.

In other words, the Orca is
extraordinarily quiet, in a way that
usually only comes with battery
power. That means a surprising
amount of recorded ambience and
detail come through, including some
very low-leve! outside chatter on a
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Nimbus CD (which escaped not
only the engineers but me for
several years) and a hall
ambience on a Klemperer ASD
LP that truly and naturally
enveloped the orchestra.

More importantly, it also means
very pure instrumental tone that
made not only strings but all forms of
brass a delight. Listening to the
excellent Isis recording of Martin
Souter showed the George IV
harpsichord had every plucked string
perfect, plus a clear sense of the
room at Kew. The higher notes can
sound jangly even on more than
competent equipment, but not with
the Orca. It didn’t soften them, just
gave each its perfect interval. The
admirably spot-on timing of attack
and decay became even clearer
when the Alectos were wired into
the system in place of a Quad 707.

The second sign of superior
equipment is simply discovering that
you play a great deal of music of
practically every genre, and sit back
and enjoy it. Here the Orca suffers a
problem - or rather in my ears
displays a virtue - that beset the Iso
and Argo HR: second-rate recordings
will, alas, stay resolutely second-rate.

Neither the Alecto nor the Orca,
and especially not the Orca, will
cover up the abominable
compression and distortion as the
bar-graph meter slips up to 0dB on
so many current Rock recordings,
like Morrissey’s, for example. Well-
produced CDs like KD Lang’s Drag
are not diminished; that’s a spacious
and well-equalised mix and the
Michell equipment gave it studio
control-room quality. Nor will either
add another half-dozen kiloHertz to
the top of some of the classic
Columbias in dire need of it.

Normally, individual instruments
had what could only be described as
a ‘luminescence’ that hardly appears
outside real life. Though the strings
on the Rodrigo Concierto de
Aranjuez were

PHONO (>

detailed
down to
the warp of
the cat-gut,
the Orca didn't

ameliorate their fierceness in the
Philips San Antonio recording (but
they weren’t so shrill - ie, distorted -
as to be painful).

The last time Richter’s Bach organ
recital on a Decca SXL was anywhere
near that clean and detailed in its
pipework - the sound of the bellows
gently breathing in the background,
too - was with Chord’s SPM 600/CPA
2200 combination. The Alectos have
a richer, rounder bass, albeit truer
than their predecessors and better in
timing. The Harheth Compact 7s
used with them displav a minuscule
failing: tenor voices have a ‘BBC
Radio chestiness’ which the Alectos
either revealed more obviously than
usual or added to in a very slight
degree.

Too many CDs and LPs fed the
Orca and Alectos for me to go into
each and every title, but they all had
a genuinely high-end timbre on
instruments, holographic and precise
imagery and, especially on the part
of the new Alectos, free and
effortless dynamics. Seldom does a
recording like Mingus’ tortuous The
Black Saint And The Sinner Lady
attract a non-Jazz aficionado, but it
fascinated one such visitor with its
awesome grasp of the dvnamics of
tubas, trombones, muted trumpet,
piano and delicate, spidery cymbal
brushwork.
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Gold-plated sockets with teflon insulating washers crowd the Orca’s back panel.
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Differences
between old and new?
Well, the Orca is not only stunningty
quieter than the Argo HR, it's even
more finely detailed and it at last has
a volume potentiometer from
Panasonic which gains remote
control and separate /R balance for
precise channel matching down to
practically inaudible levels (and the
promise it won’t drift over time like
the Argo’s).

The new Alectos? Again,
everything is that much cleaner,
<eeper (front-to-back, that is), tighter
and faster than the original. A quick
comparison of two of the recordings
used on the originals shows what'’s
what. ltem 1 is the extraordinary
‘surround-sound’ effect of a
Chapman Stick, which swings
around the listeners’ heads. On the
new Alectos it described a smaller
hut utterly seamless circle; that's
tighter control for you.

Item 2 is the even greater distance
between the shaky background
vocalist and the loudspeakers on Lou
Reed’s ‘Power and Glory’ from his
Magic And Loss CD. Extreme
resolution like this puts the Orca on
a par with the Chord, and the Chord
is one of the top two or three pre-
amplifiers I've ever heard. The Orca,
in short, is to the Argo and other pre-
amplifiers what the Orbe is to a
Gyrodec. It made my Gyrodec
resolve things | only knew of from an
Orbe before.

‘As you may have noticed, | took a
twelve-month cure from the heroin
of hi-fi. It's failed. Michell’s new

Orca and Alecto have re-
addicted me. If that means I'm
put down as a Kaffee-Klatsch
Michell partisan, so be it. Just
remember: like Mr Lloyd’s

original invention, some things re-
appear better than ever®
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Playing a role in the Orca’s

transparency is Panasonic’s

For Audio potentiometer.




Jadimo

“THE SOUND OF EXCELLENCE”

“The Jamo boasts clarity to rival the
very best, offering a wonderfully lucid
touch with voices and small off-screen
details that draw you effortlessly into
the soundtrack. More impressive is the
power that roars forth from explosions
such as the one that concludes
CutThroat Island. There'’s slam and
punch before a low bass rumble finale,
all conveyed with the minimum of tre-
ble harshness. The Concert Center may
not be cheap, but makes movies so in-
volving it’s worth every penny.”
Concert Center

WHAT Hi-F1? First Test May 1997

1. 8. 8.8 & ¢

B FICHOLE

“This transparency makes the speaker
sound more like a Quad Electrostatic
than many a box, and equips it superbly
to portray every nuance of complex
musical mixes. To the unaccustomed
listener this can be disconcerting, as
both harmonious and deleterious
recorded minutiac will be revealed for
what they are.”

Concert 8

Alan Sircom

Hi-Fi Choice December 1996

HIFI
NEWS

“This is a speaker adept at pulling the
music out from its hiding place, making
everything clear, open and up-front, the
stripped pine of the loudspeaker world;
and it makes the normally forward and
punchy B&WX’ sound as though it has
fallen asleep.”

Concert 8

Hi-Fi News and Record Review
August 1997
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“Had I reviewed the Concert 11s before
the Concert 8s, [ would have rated them
as excellent all-round performers. 1
would also have been at a loss having to
describe the Concert 8, which is cur-
rently one of the best two-way designs
ever built, in my opinion. As it is, if
you're after a capable floorstander, you'll
be doing yourself a disservice if you
don’t audition the Concert 11s.
Concert 11

Hi-Fi World December 1997
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“In certain respects, the system is capa-
ble beyond what most people’s dreams,
or what many film soundtracks deserve,
partly because itis ready to serve another
master, namely high fidelity music repro-
duction.”

Concert 8/ Concert 11/ Concert
Center

Surround Sound System

Home Entertainment September/
October 1997
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WHAT HI-FI?

“Play a disc like Anne-Sophie Mutter’s
Berlin Recital and the Jamos deliver a won-
derfully realistic picture of the violin, al-
lowing you almost to feel the resonance
of the soundbox and see the bite of the
bow on the strings. The music simply
flows forth, seemingly passing in the
blink of an eye, so caught up in the per-
formance do you become.”

Concert 8

WHaT Hi-Fi? First Test April 1997

L. 8. 8.8 & ¢

“I was considerably impressed by the
Concert 8, which has a seamless clarity
rarely to the fore these days. It can exhibit
natural dynamics and succeeded in
making me jump a couple of times when
asudden transient occurred in the music,
even though | had been expecting it.”

“For the classical listener, however, it can
offer something that few other box
loudspeakers can: that insight into the
music that we all desire but all too rarely
experience.”

Concert 8

Gramophone February 1997

WHAT HI-F1?

“Indeed, the term ‘non-coloration’ is apt

for these speakers, because they add
nothing to a system’s sound that isn’t
already there. Their performance is clean
and crisp, conveying everything - and we
mean everything - a recording has to
offer courtesy of their free-ranging
clarity, dynamics and soundstaging. [t’s a
breathtakingly involving view.”
Concert 11

WHAT Hi-Fi? First Test January 1998
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“In summary, the Concert 8 is one of
the most advanced loudspeaker designs
on the market today”

“The ‘8s are a no-compromise, no-ex-
pense-spared credit to their designers.
Jamo are now firmly in the super league
and the competition had better beware!”
Concert 8

Hi-Fi World June 1997
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Concert 8

Highly Commended
“Best Sterco AV Speaker™
Home Entertainment
Awards *97
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NEWS Gramophone
P R A
” Concert 8
Gramophone

Concert 8 Concert 8 Audio Choice 98 Award
Nominated EISA European Concert 11
“Best Loudspeaker Loudspeaker of the Year

2.000” 9798 Gramophone
up o £2/ Audio Choice 98 Award

Hi-Fi News Awards *97
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Concert

No. | IN EUROPE

Over the past 30 years Jamo has
established itself as the largest
loudspeaker manufacturer in Europe
producing over one million speakers
every vear. This has been achieved by a
unique combination of technical
excellence and the best in Scandinavian
design.

The critically acclaimed Concert
series is an expression of these values.
QOur highly skilled engineers continue
to strive for excellence, producing
innovative and stylish loudspeakers
offering creative solutions for both hi-
fi and surround sound.

Millions of people around the
world have chosen Jamo products. To
find out why you should be choosing
Jamo, call free on 0321 300316 for a free
information pack. Lines are open 24
hours a day, every day of the weck. All
callers will be entered for our free draw
to win one of 10 exclusive leather CD
wallets every month, Don’t forget to
mention Hi-Fi World when you call.

Call Free 0321 300316
and WIN

htep://www.jamo.co.uk



Review

PERFECTLY-CRAFTED PERFORMERS

Chris Beeching discovers Jamo make music easy-PC with their £200 active CS5s.

omputer peripherals have
never been one of my

» favourite acquisitions, and
active ‘speakers to add even more
noise to a PC’s hum and whine seem
almost to add insult to injury.
However, in the case of Jamo’s latest
loudspeakers, there was a number of
pleasant surprises along the way
which more than compensated for
my initial lack of enthusiasm.

Jamo’s CS5 system claims to be a
“High Fidelity Multimedia PC”
‘speaker. | have to say that with a
little reservation about the “high
fidelity” bit, that statement is
somewhat short of the reality.

The largish box the Jamos arrived
in was unusually hefty for transducers
aimed at accompanying a computer.
Pleasant surprise No1 was the pair of
substantial enclosures inside. Heave
the CS5s out of their tight polystyrene
packing and you'll realise that these
are serious contenders.

One of the pair is essentially a
‘slave’ - the other is fitted with the
volume control, mains socket, phono
inputs, electronic crossovers and four
power amplifiers. There is,
thoughtfully, a connection for a mono
subwoofer complete with an upper
frequency output of 180Hz, and a
‘surround’ option for connection to
‘rear’ ‘speakers (which need to be
active or run from a separate amp)
with a 7kHz upper limit. Two adapter
leads are also included for use with a
variety of other sources.

The CSS5s themselves are
constructed from MDF and
heavyweight chipboard, and are very
well finished in a silver-grey and
green. The fully-shielded drive units
consist of a 5.25in. main driver and
1in. dome tweeter.

The idea of using my computer as
a source didn’t grab me, so |
connected the Jamos straight to the
output of my usual pre-amp and set
them up as per the instruction book.
(This, by the way, covers computers,
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surround-sound
installations, wall or
stand mounting and
a plethora of other
possibilities.)

Having chosen
stand mounting over
bookshelf
placement, ! turned
the CS5s on and sat
back. Surprise No2
was the way they
sounded. Jamo have
obviously taken
great care in the
design of these
‘speakers and their
20watt internal
power amplifiers. |
have to say that their
performance utterly
confounded me.

In hi-fi terms
these actives offer an
impressive
presentation which,
even after a number
of days’ continuous
listening, still
appealed. The same
cannot be said for the majority of
‘computer’ ‘speaker systems. In fact,
the Jamos have become the ‘office
reference’ as they provide a simple
means of listening to music.
Although they have frequency and
dynamic limitations, and can start to
sound rough around the edges as the
volume levels rise, they're
nonetheless very engaging, very
musical and deal with all music
types even-handedly.

As with many smaller ‘speakers,
where the upper bass tends to be one
weak area, the CS5s suffered some
thickening and chestiness here, most
noticeable on male speech. Even
when wall or shelf-mounted though,
their bass extension was very good,
seeming to dip lower than the
quoted 50Hz. You could hear the
benefits of an active crossover in the

open midrange, crisp imaging and
airy treble too. The general balance
was a little forward, but | suspect this
is aimed at compensating for
computer source limitations in the
higher frequencies.

| can see the CS5s going down
well particularly where students are
concerned and space and cash are at
a premium. | can’t bring to mind
another active which gets so close to
high fidelity at anywhere near this
price.

As a budget alternative to an amp,
loudspeakers and their cabling, the
Jamos (twinned with either a pre-
amp like Musical Fidelity’s X-Pre or
just a CD player) have much to
recommend them. Even their upper-
bass chestiness and slightly restricted
dynamics can’t prevent them ranking
as a bit of a bargain at £200e

Jamo CS5 £1 9

Jamo

5 Faraday Close,
Drayton Fields,
Daventry,

N )

Tel: 01327 301300

WORLD VERDICT
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In spite of some
colorations, the
lamos are fine
examples of
active operation.

Measured Performance

see pi11
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Timothy Liu
does the time-warp with Lehmann Audio’s

Black Cube Phono Stage and digs out his ageing vinyl.

fashions come and go. The same

could be said of the Long-
Playing record, whose days once
looked distinctly numbered.
Instead, the oldest of formats has
surprised many by rising (albeit
only slightly) from the digital flames
which threatened to consign it to
oblivion once and for all.

Lehmann Audio of Germany
would rather you didn’t abandon
your vinyl to a car-boot sale. They
have thrown down the gauntlet to
the Compact Disc industry by
producing the Black Cube phono
stage to proclaim their undying
Jove for the black disc.

If attraction is strictly a visual
thing for you, then the Black Cube
will certainly not set your pulse
racing. A basic folded-steel case
houses the electronics, fed from an
external power supply. Don’t be
fooled by appearances though.
Closer inspection inside reveals the
Cube to measure up where it counts.
Audiophile touches such as Wima
foil capacitors, a screened power-
supply lead and passive equalisation
make you realise this is a Benz
engine in Skoda bodywork.

The flexible Cube is compatible
with most cartridges currently
available. Input sensitivity is fixed at
250uV and capacitance at 220pF,
values chosen to suit both Moving-
Magnet and Moving-Coil cartridges.
Loading is accomplished by
configuring two DIP switches,
impedance-matching (which is
important for optimum sound quality
with low noise) ranging from 80chm
to 47kohm.

Another useful suggestion
contained in the manual advises
soldering your tone-arm’s lead-out
wires directly to the Black Cube’s
input terminals, thereby leap-
frogging the gold-plated phono

l n the modern world, fads and
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sockets to avoid signal degradation.
This really makes sense when you
consider the microscopic signal
generated by Moving-Coil cartridges

A small point worth mentioning is
that the Black Cube requires a warm-
up time of 10 days before it comes to
the boil; in other words, it’s best left
on all the time. Once warmed
through, it was slipped between a
Basis Ovation turntable/Airtangent
10b tone-arm/Roksan Shiraz
cartridge source and Audio
Analogue’s Puccini SE amplifier with
Sonus Faber Minima Amator
loudspeakers.

After the initial thud of the stylus
touching down, what confronted me
was a wall of black silence; the
almost total lack of surface noise
gave the impression of waiting for
the curtains to rise and the
performance to begin. Stevie
Wonder's ‘Do | Do’ emerged from
this inky black background complete
with a broad palette of tonal colour
and lightning fast percussion.
Rhythmic, weighty bass with good
extension further heightened the
listening experience.

The Ramones maintained the
pace with their ’I'm Against It’.

| MAMUME Phono Preampiifier
corefidy handcrofted in Cologne /Germaony by

Lehmann

Instead of curling up in the nearest
corner and wilting like so many
audiophile products do when the
Ramones appear, the Black Cube
changed up into over-drive. High-
octane guitar thrashing was handled
effortlessly, with real speed and
power. In the midst of this
onslaught, rhythm guitars remained
tonally distinct from one another,
strummed strings portrayed with a
subtlety I’'ve not come across on
sub-£1000 phono stages before.

Changing back down a gear to
Rickie Lee Jones’ 'Lucky Guy’
demonstrated the chameleon-like
nature of the Black Cube. Possessing
virtually no character of its own, it
could create a wholly convincing
sound stage and 3-D imaging, while
allowing Rickie Lee Jones’ wide
vocal range fluidity and lucidity
without sibilance.

Lehmann Audio’s Black Cube is a
genuine audiophile achievement in
terms of musicality and neutrality. |
can’t honestly think of anything near
its £395 price tag which even gets
within spitting distance. The Cube
should keep those vinyl junkies out
there misty-eyed and defiantly anti-
digital for a very long time to comee®

U

Review

Ty

audio
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The Black Cube
is capable of
involvement,
neutrality and
insight normally

the preserve of
phono stages
three to four times
its price.
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LOUDSPEAKERS
AND PHILIPS
CD RECORDER
WORTH £2500
TO BE WON

Two lucky readers could soon be celebrating the arrival of Jamo’s Concert 11 floor

standers or a Philips CDR 870 CD recorder in their systems.

depressed us when they left after past reviews. Jamo

are represented with a pair of their outstanding
£2000 Concert 11 floor standers, bigger brothers to the
stand mounted Concert 8 loudspeakers which we use here
at World HQ. Philips’ contribution is one of their £500
CDR 870 digital recorders, which will burn both
CD-Recordable and CD-ReWritable discs. To get
compilation-makers rolling, the CDR 870 is being supplied
with nine blank CD-Rs and one blank CD-RW.

Jamo's great Danes use cutting-edge driver technology
to lift their sound well above the masses’. The 6.5in.
woofer has a magnesium frame to support its powerful
magnet system and polypropylene diaphragm. Coupled
with generous cabinet volume, it produces bass capable of
reaching down to 40Hz.

The magnesium-coned unit which handles bass as well

T his month we are giving away two products which

H OCTOBER 1998

as midrange in the Concert 8s is here employed purely to
cover the midrange from 150Hz to 2.5kHz. Taking over at
the top end is the same superb tweeter (with its Sonotex
fabric donve and silver-wired voice coil) fitted to the
Conrcert 8s.

The Cancert 11s are equally at home in the fields of
Classical, Rock or Jazz, creating a fast and transparent
sound which certainly grabbed the attention of Douglas
Floyd-Douglass who reviewed them back in the December
'97 issue. On hearing Gorecki’s Third Symphony through
themn, he enthused, “Listening to orchestral music on the
Concert 1&s is a revelation. . . Depth of bass was truly
impressive, imparting a lovely warmth”. And listening to
Joni Mitchell he noted, “vocals are handled with aplomb
by that superb midband driver”.

The Concert 11s are unfussy when it comes to
amplification as well as music. They are quite content to

HI-FI WORLD



be powered from either low-wattage valve gear or beefier

solid-state equipment.

Philips’ CDR 870 was one of the first sub-£1000
recorders of its kind aimed at domestic use. It allows you to
niake CD compilations of your favourite tracks on either

CD-Rs, which can anly be recorded onto once, or

CD-RWs, which can be erased and recorded onto again
just like cassettes. While CD-Rs will play back on standard

players, whether home, portable or in-car,
CD-RWs can only be played on compatible
machinery.

The CDR 870 is a joy to use when recording.
With digital signals, it's just a matter of selecting
the appropriate input (optical or co-axial) then
pressing Rec and Play. The player even incudes a
CD Sync Recording feature which automatically
starts recording when the source begins to play.

Analogue recordings will have you reaching for
the recording level as you would on an ordinary
cassette deck to prevent digital overload, but there
are no fiddly bias settings to worry about.

As a conventional playback machine the
CDR 870 stands its ground well, Jon Marks
commenting in his January 1998 review, “Bjork’s
idiosyncratic and expressive vocals hung clearly
between the 'speakerss, and there was sufficient
texture and warmth to make for a compelling
listen”. In spite of the fact it's primarily intended
as a digital recording device, the Philips is
definitely up there with the best players at around
the £300 mark.

To enter the race for this grand pair of bumper
prizes, simply pick out the correct answers to the
following questions and complete this month’s
Swinburnian rhyme in the most charming and
original way. These can be sent in on the entry
form {which may be photocopied) or written on
the back of a postcard or sealed envelope. Please
make sure your entry reaches the address below
no later than October 6th.

HE-FI WORLD

Philips/famo Competition
Hi-Fi World Magazine,
64 Castellain Road,
Maida vale,

London W9 1EX

Don’t forget to include your name, address and telephone
number so that we can contact the winner promptly.

COMPETITION ENTRY QUESTIONS

1) The Jamo Concert 11s are what kind of design?

A, Two-way B. Three-way C. Free-way D. No way

2) The Concert 11s’ bass response goes down to what frequency?
A. 40Hz B. 50Hz C. Love hertz  D. Watford, Herts

3) What wiring do the Jamos’ tweeters have?

A. Copper B. Aluminium  C. Silver D. Lead
4) What does CD-RW stand for?
A. Compact Disc ReWashable

C. Compact Disc ReWritable

B. Compatible Danish Recording Wrangles
D. Comporation Debates Reading/Writing

5) How much is the CDR 870 worth?
A, £250 B. £800 C. £500 D. £1000
TIE-BREAKER (obligatory)

Complete the following in fewer than 30 words

Oh what a combination’s here: convenience and sound;
A CD that's rewritable? Let joy and cheer abound!
And as for Jamo’s Concerts, why they’ll work with great aplomb

And power away to sound a pretty perfect private Prom. . .
I F F

COMPETITION WINNERS
The fortunate winner of our Crimson competition is ] M, Cameron of Ross-shire,
who will be taking home Crimson Electric’s CS610C pre-amp and CS630C
monobloc power amps.

Congratulations!
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Make The World's Finest Hifi Cables
From The Highest Quality Materials

ALWAYS RISING TO HIGHER QUALITY

Lilac Black Rhodium

VK D5 CD Player

NS
- .

Vermilion
S-Gold Mgins
‘ \
. ) \ 1
N
Barmat B tre, Clarke Btroet Derby D1 20V

Sales Office Mot Line 07000 BONIC LINK
Tali » 44 (0) 1332 361 300
Paxs » 44 (0) 1332 200 930

VK 60 Power Amplifier

Buy Direct Fell The Difference As Well As Hear It
AV Supports Hifi Supports Speaker Supports.
X WING REFERENCE FULLY DECOUPLED
RACKING SYSTEM
XWing design Every shelf is

available in any decoupled.
e height Isolation
VK 31 Remote Pre Ampllfler configuration increases level
by level.

Marble shelves
come as

‘THE PERFECT BALANCF’ Grane nd

Machined round
aluminium legs

improves
. slate also stability and
Fully balanced technology commanding some truly available. isolation.
outstanding reveiws. Call below for details Adjustable Legs can be
spikes under all anodised
shelving (six colours
available).
Black is thfe Design
standard finish completely
other Folours et o
AL split or added to
Adjustable feet whenever
PAT Pending necessary

The above XWing rack available for £350.00
Have your rack designed for you.

SPECIALIST EQUIPMENT RACKS FOR HIGH END EQUIPMENT

30 day money back guarantee. For FREE Colour Brochure or to Order
Please call or Fax 0800 3280647

(Please allow 14 days for delivery)




TWO-TON PHONES

Why should loudspeaker lovers
go the way of the headphone?

Dominic Todd explains with the help of
Sennheiser’s HD 580 Precisions.

he average amount spent on a
T pair of headphones for

domestic use seems to be
between £30 and £70. So if you
were to fork out £200 on a pair of
cans, you'd expect to get something
pretty special. To see if this kind of
investment can pay real dividends,
we put Sennheiser’s recently
improved HD 580 Precisions to the
test.

Your extra money certainly buys
you a very high standard of build
quality and comfort. The Precisions’
detachable, Kevlar-reinforced lead
shows the attention to detail typical
of the marque. My sole complaint
related to the headband adjustment,
which was rather stiff and awkward.
Once fitted properly though, the
HD 580s turned out to be
comfortable for even the longest of
listening sessions.

Hidden inside these phones’
plastic earpieces are aluminium
voice coils and neodymium-ferrous
magnets, both of which are par for
the price. Sennheiser would no
doubt point towards the extensive
computer and laser-interferometry
research used in developing these
headphones to justify the expense.

With the HD 580s plugged into
my NAD Monitor pre-amp, first
impressions were a little
disappointing. On ‘Spasm’ by Dave's
True Story, the overall balance was
lightweight and marred by some
splash in the treble. Vocals were
certainly articulate, but a grey
tonality sapped their realism.
Imaging, however, was excellent -
you could almost believe you were
listening to a pair of electrostatics,
such was the ‘out of head’ sound the
Sennheisers created.

A more appropriate partner for
the Precisions was Musical Fidelity’s
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valve X-Cans, with its open, smooth
and weighty presentation. Clare
Martin’s vocals on ‘Monk’s New
Tune’ had greater presence and
tonal colour than through the NAD.
The detail and transparency were
excellent too, conveying every
subtle acoustic cue making up the
live venue. Having said that, the
double-bass remained stubbornly
insubstantial, and percussion pieces
could trip over their own
complexity.

The more laid-back tempo of
Portishead’s ‘It Could Be Sweet’
posed the Sennheisers fewer
problems, its lazy bassline strolling
along below finely-etched vocals.
Pushing voices out ahead of the rest
of the mix was an occasional
emphasis on sibilance too, which
makes sympathetic cables and
sources vital if you're going to get
the even-handed best from the
HD 580s.

Classical music in the form of
Antonio de Almeida’s La Giuditta
crystallised the good and the bad in
these phones. The Precisions lived
up to their name by capturing the
intimate, close-mic’d ambience
perfectly - sound staging and detail
were both class-leading. Each
instrument had plenty of space to
‘breathe’, yet the piece as a whole
maintained a sense of cohesion and
direction.

On the downside, there was a
distinct lack of ‘body’ and substance
between the upper midrange and
lower treble, a crucial frequency for
the realistic portrayal of violins. This
became especially obvious when
comparing the Sennheisers to a pair
of electrostatic phones which
suffered no such weakness.

The HD 580 Precisions do display
some of the strengths pricier

———— -
e e B e e

headphones have which cheaper
alternatives lack - build quality and
comfort are excellent. The sound
staging and insight into the music are
also a cut above the rest. But this last
trait means the HD 580s can be so
analytical and revealing that any
recording or equipment deficit is
ruthlessly exposed. The bass
response isn’t the most fluid either,
and | have reservations over the
reproduction of the upper midrange.

Partner the Precisions with a
decent headphone amp and source,
and you’ll be treated to a true taste of
the high-end - you won't find any
loudspeakers for the same price
which can get anywhere near the
levels of transparency offered by
these phones. Just beware
incompatible component marriages -
you might end up wondering where
all that money wente
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Sennheiser HD 580
Precision £199.95
Sennheiser

3 Century Point,

Halifax Road,

High Wycombe,

Bucks. HP12 3SL

Tel: 01494 551551

WORLD VERDICT

In the company

of a smooth
warm system
the HD 580s

can shine

Measured Performance

see p111




Q. What have the ' The best ()f BTitiSh
BBC, The Royal \

Opera House, | L3
Dolby Laboratories,

EMI and Abbey ’
Road Studios have l
in common? ]

| A.They all rely on the
J— l supreme quality of
_ ! Chord Electronics.
L e— World beating
British

........
o

amplification,

> s ‘ ’ To find out why
- [ the world’s
professionals
| choose Chord, visit

- Musical Images
from the best in Britain | for a full, detailed

demonstration.
(® CHORD o

CHORD ELECTRONICS at Musical Images

Musical Images is one of the country's premier Hi-Fi and AV
retailers and installers. With o huge array of awards for
service excellence, branches covering the M25 and the
South-East, Musical Images offers the complete service -
twelve demonstration suites, o dedicated installation and
interior design service and professional staff who can advise
on avery requirement.

Chord Electronics” stunring British amplification is now on
permanent demonstration at Musical Images’ award
winning Covent Garden branch.

Experience the Best of British at Musical Images Covent
Garden. 18 Monmouth Street, Covent Garden, London
WC2.Tel. 0171497 1346. {Musical Images branches also
at bdgware, Hounslow and Beckenham.)

e-mail: sales@musical-images.co.uk

MUSICAL IMAGES IS AN AUTHORISED MAIN DEALER FOR OVER 100 LEADING MANUFACTURERS

0% APR ovoilable subject to stotus. Ask for written details. E&OE. Not volid with any other promotions or offers.




At the turn of the millennium with 24/96 here, many audiophiles
are thinking of buying their last CD player.
Leo Lam suggests Creek’s CD43.

realise that we’re living in uncertain times. 24-bit

96kHz sampling hardware and software have already
arrived (although in a very limited way as far as the discs
are concerned), but with Super Audio CD on the horizon
and the potential for a format war, should you hang on?
After all, Compact Disc is still the world’s music carrier.
The choice boils down to investing in a 24/96
compatible DVD player or a well-developed CD player.

Creek’s new £500 CD43 is one of the latter. This
machine uses the fast and robust Sony CDM14 transport
housed in a minimalist and typically Creek-style case - a
black box with green print. The small, round buttons on
the fascia take care of essential functions only; the rest,
like random track selection and programming, can be
accessed with the remote control. The display is a little
ergonomically challenged - instead of using text, it relies
on symbols whose significance isn’t exactly intuitive. It
was difficult to read in daylight or at an angle as well.

The CD43 pulls its socks up internally, where a
Crystal Semiconductors 24-bit Delta-Sigma D/A
convertor and 128-times oversampling filter do the
number crunching. These are controlled by a precision
crystal-oscillator clock circuit. The analogue filter stage,
which has its own regulation, is based around two fairly
standard Philips NE5532 op amps chosen for their high
linearity. The Creek also sports a proper S/PDIF co-axial
digital output,

There are some nice little touches within the circuitry.
A tubular shield (a magnet wrapped around the wire)
surraunds the interconnecting cable between circuit
boards. Back on the exterior, spongy feet absorb a lot of
unwanted vibration, thus reducing microphony within
electronic components.

The Creek served alongside a Musical Fidelity

I f you're looking at a change of digital source, you'll

HI-Fl WORLD

Nu-Vista pre and Assemblage’s ST-40 valve power amp
driving ProAc Studio 150 floor standers. Interconnect
was Kimber’s PB), and for comparison | wheeled in a
modified Arcam Alpha One and my habitual Teac T1
transport and DAC-2 combination.

If you're in a position to purchase your last CD player
without wanting to spend over £500, the CD43 has got
to be in the running. It appealed so much mainly
because of its understated musicality - it hid itself, and
the normal digital nasties, away and let the music flow.
In this respect it came perilously close to the Teac
T1/DAC-2 (perilous for the Teac and Assemblage, that is)
or Pink Triangle’s Numeral.

Musicality needn’t come at the expense of accuracy,
which the CD43 amply demonstrated with its scale and
dynamic range. The Creek’s financial peers come up
short in this area with the gentle compression they apply
to signals, and fall short in subtlety too. Vocals were
smooth and airy and so convincing I had a hard time
separating this single box from the transport/DAC pair at
roughly twice the price.

As the saying goes, there’s no such thing as perfection
though, and the CD43 was no exception with focus and
control, where it struggled at times. But these problems
are insignificant next to the purity and delicacy this
player offers. Whatever the prevailing musical
conditions, the Creek took everything in its stride.

If you listen to music instead of your hi-fi system, the
Creek is likely to have you reaching for your wallet. It's
emotionally satisfying yet accurate enough to fulfil any of
the criteria which qualify a component for mandatory
demonstration. Although you owe it to yourself to hear
the current crop of DVD machinery, the CD43 shows the
best budget non-24/96 players still have a few aces up
their sleevese®

Creek CD43 £499
Creek Audio

2 Bellevue Road,

Friern Barnet,

London N11 3ER

Tel: 0181 361 4133

WORLD VERDICT

A competent

player with a

musicality which
will seduce any

music-lover

Measured Performance

see pl111
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reson etile
MC Cartridge £455.00
Trade-in price *£345.00

£299.00
£215.00

lexe
MC Cartridge £1300.00
' in price *£975.00

WORLD VERDICT 3% e WORLD VERDICT

OUTSTANDING - Superb Great Build and finis|
ound, something we'd use ourselves. it sounds great too.

Cartridge
Family -

orfofon

01491 834 /700

DISTRIBUTED BY HENLEY DESIGNS LIMITED
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Serious stuff.

HIGH FIDELITY LOUDSPEAKERS

& ProAc

perfectly natural

Highpoint House, Riding Road, Buckingham Road Industrial Estate, Brackley, Northamptonshire NN13 7BE
Tel: 01280 700147 Fax: 01280 700148 HFW10.98




Letter

of the
Month

The writer of the ‘Letter
of the Month’ wins
a free subscription
to Hi-Fi World as well
asa To'p Prize every
other month

A DAB HAND?

My query question relates to digital
radio, aka Digital Audio Broadcasting
(DAB). There are adverts on television
and on the radio, but where are the
products? We have seen examples of
DAB car radios, but is there a hi-fi
offering? Do your sources in
Cambridgeshire (home of Quad, Mission,
etc) have anything to report? Will any
DAB gear be appearing at the Heathrow
show?

Alan Ralph
a.ralph@sdxbsl.co.uk

We last touched on Digital Audio

WRITE & WIN WITH HI-FI WORLD!

Every letter we print wins a
uperb prize! On offer are the
‘hord Co. interconnects, Audio

Electronics books, Ringmat Statmats,
DNM Licon contact enhancer, DNM

Reson ‘speaker cable, Vivan e LPs,

Nimbus Records CD box-sets and a FREE
subscription to Hi-Fi World for the best
letter of the month! Every other month we

are also giving away a DNM Mica

artridge worth £185 or a Musical Fidelity
X-ACT DAC worth £130. Please write, fax
or E-mail to Hi-Fi World Mail, 64 Castellain Rd,

Maida Vale, London W9 1EX
Fax: 0171 289 5620
E-mail: edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk
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Broadcasting in January '97, when
Noel Keywood suggested that
manufacturers were slow to take to
the new system. The only receiver
at the time was an in-car device
made by Grundig (at that time a
part of Philips), who were closely
connected with the EU Eureka 147
project which actually developed
DAB. The Grundig DCR 1000 was
intended for assessment purposes
only, and even though it was
‘priced’ at £2700, it wasn't for sale!

The BBC has been at the
forefront of publicity for DAB via
radio and television ads, and has
actually been test broadcasting in
the London region since September
1995. Now approximately 60% of
the UK population is covered by
DAB transmissions. As Noel
mentioned in his feature, the BBC
hoped at the time for 40% of British
households to own DAB receivers
by the year 2006, which means that
over five million sets would have
to be sold in just over seven years
from now. This looks like a
mammoth task considering the
almost complete lack of DAB
equipment, and the price tags
swinging from what little is
available.

The one factor which could
improve the situation might be the
emergence of digital television, or
Digital Video Broadcasting, which
could give a boost to all things

HI-FI ACTIVITY
4 | £800-£1000
tive

\G:

digital. This is somewhat ironic
given the way radio lost out to TV
when it was first introduced.

The only DAB receivers which
look likely to be generally
available by the end of the year are
in-car units produced either by
companies such as Kenwood,
Pioneer and Sony (who deal with a
wide range of audio products), or
in-car specialists like Blaupunkt.

No dedicated hi-fi tuners are
available to audiophiles at the
moment, although there is a BBC
prototype on offer to the press.
Manufacturers are unwilling to
stick their necks out and release
DAB hi-fi receivers until they know
someone’s ready to buy them,
which leaves a Catch 22 situation -
how can you buy something which
hasn’t been made yet? Further
complicating matters is the fact
that, according to a BBC
spokesperson, the BBC and
potential DAB receiver
manufacturers have signed a
"confidentiality agreement” to keep
quiet whose products might be first
to the shops.

Some UK and European
companies are apparently planning
to launch designs next year, when a
greater area of the UK will be
receiving broadcasts (and
prototypes and review models
could appear at future hi-fi shows
and press launches). Sharp, for
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instance, told us
that their domestic
units may be on sale
some time next year.

Japanese
companies such as
Denon have
attended the
relevant European
conferences and
marketing seminars
held by the BBC.
Their Japanese
engineers came to
England at least a
year ago and were
involved with the
initial design
process of DAB
receivers, but Denon
say they will
probably be among
the “second wave” of
manufacturers to produce DAB
hi-fi units.

The price of hi-fi receivers seems
to be a subject on which many
sources have conflicting views. A
figure as low as £500-£600 has been
mooted, but retail prices are

LOSING TRACK

I have an LP12, Ittok and Audio Technica
OC9 MC. Whilst playing certain LPs tlike
Bizet’s Carmen) | get distortion on high
frequencies, usually when female voices
soar. Is this due to vinyl’s own
limitations? If CDs don’t distort at such
high frequencies this must surely be a
point in their favour, especially on
Classical records. Or is my cartridge not
aligned properly?

John Ridolfo
Devon.

A lot of unquantified variables make
this a very difficult question to
answer. Ironically, female voices

KENWOOD

One of the few DAB units currently on sale is Kenwood’s KRC-358DAB.

expected to be closer to £1000-
£2000. This is obviously
considerably more expensive than
the majority of quality analogue
tuners, and DAB does not
automatically mean better sound
quality - the age-old argument of
compressed digital vs analogue

have less high-frequency content
than male, so it's not likely to be
purely frequency-related. Although
the fundamentals of the female voice
are higher than the male (usually!)
the higher harmonic content is less;
this is why women’s voices sound
‘purer’ than mens’.

So it’s likely that sustained
amplitude rather than frequency has
done the damage. A high-level
wave-form such as a solo female
voice blasting away can give a
stylus tip quite a job simply in
terms of the amplitude to be
reproduced.

It could be that the tracking
weight on your OCY is a little low.

raises its head yet
again.

DAB's signal,
providing you're in
an area with good
reception, should cut
out hiss and
ghosting, but when
we recently sampled
an in-car unit
| connected to our

reviewing system,
we could only pick
up enough signal to
get the station name
and no music, and
this was in central
London!
DAB is strictly a
European affair at
the moment. It was
designed to overcome
the problems of FM transmission in
mountainous regions, so it's very
Euro-centric - neither Japan nor
America plan to adopt the system
This limited market causes further
reluctance on the part of some
manufacturers to go into
production. SP

When this is the case, the tip is
liable to plough its own furrow and
the finer points of the recording are
simply bull-dozed out of the way.
Otherwise, as you say, it could be
misalignment. You can check this
with a cartridge alignment gauge
like the one below.

By the way, gauges which only
align the cartridge at the outer
grooves should be avoided - they can
produce poor results on the inner
grooves, where misalignment causes
maximum wear and distortion.
RMW

Once you've sorted out your cartridge, let it loose on

an audiophile LP from Vivante.

R el ALIGNMENT
H -l« PROTRACTOR || o | g
l l to minimise tracking distortion E 2 = ~NE
SEXEBIIEE] from hi-fi tonearms -E é 5§
P!muytmmmzmm % 25 5 §'-
.dwc-mdoo mmamor 1 H |
‘ rmldmw : g T § T
Where headshel sides are not paraliel to E =
mmmmwnmu [}
against ‘front nes". §| §
Uummo-nm am 1
mmlﬂniwmmmonm l |
headshell front alignment headsheil front alignment

For the most accurate cartridge set-up, you need a gauge like the one above which checks alignment on inner as well as outer grooves.
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campaign audio design

Getting a better, more involving sound olien
means spending a lot of hard earned money. It's
such a waste, because every system can benefit
from our cables and accessories. at a fraction of

the cost of some new “black box™. Here are

some of the ways we can help.

We have Linear Crystal Oxygen Free Copper
interconnects (£12.48) up 1o High Purity Silver
cables (£89.00) and high definition loudspeaker

cables in Silver Plated Copper or Pure Silver.
Our mains cables add weight. power and scale.

and with non-inductive RF filtering (£10.00) and over-voliage protection (£3.00)
enhance performance still further. Gold plated AV cables. both RF (£17.95) and
OFC Scart (£19.21), help bring picture quality in line with NICAM sound resolu-
tion.

Valves. capacitors and transistors are all microphonic. They cannot perform opti-
mally if vibrated. Our set of three brass isolation cones (£5.00) are worth their
weight in gold - revealing low level resolution and dynamics hitherto hidden
beneath electronic noise. We also have a cure for your noisy tridge or central heat-
ing motor (£3.50), enabling you to throw away your big mains noise SUppressor,
which has been giving you that “sat upon sound” for years. There's lots we can do
to bring you closer to the emotion and energy of the performance. So confident are
we, that we offer a |4 day money back guarantee.

’ ‘'
8y 1 sz s

Ring or write for details:-

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN
Llandudno Road (HW)

Cardiff CF3 8PG
Tel:- 01222 779401 VISA

Panton Road
Hoole

Chester

CH2 3HX

Tel: 01244 401290

AUDIO ANALOGUE PAGANINI CD PLAYER
Ltd Mistral £695
Pink Triangle Numeral
Trichord Genesis AVI NUNEUTRON LOUDSPEAKERS

£499

CRIMSON ELECTRIC PRE/POWER AMPS
Alchemist Nemesis FROM £775
Audio Analogue Puccint Se
Lfd integrated Zero DNM RESON CARTRIDGES
Soneteer Alabaster FROM £135

HEYBROOK HEYLETTE LOUDSPEAKERS
NOW ONLY £199
Blueprint Point One {Light Ash)
Opera Duetto (Mahogany) JAMO CONCERT 8 LOUDSPEAKERS
Roksan Rockone (Elder) £1299
Royd Minstrel {Black)
Royd Doublet {Black) LFD MISTRAL PHONO STAGE
£299

SONETEER SEDLEY PHONO STAGE
Lfd Mistral £399
Lfd MMO

TEAC VRDS 8 CD PLAYER

£599

Pink Triangle Export Gti £499  TRILOGY 901/948 TRIODE PRE/POWER
Roksan Xerxes Xps2/Tabriz £499 £2790

Audio Analogue, Audio Physic, AVI, Crimson, DNM, Heybrook,
Jamo, LFD, Neat, Origin Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Project,
Roksan, Royd, Sonneteer, Teac, Trichord, Trilogy, UKD

EMAIL replay@dial.pipex.com

WEB SITE http://dspace.dial.pipex.com/replay

TEL: 01244 401290

contact us for a copy of our product guide,
newsletter or a hist of our clearance items.
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Aleph 3
30W Single Ended Stereo

X 1,000
1,000 W Class A Mono Block

DAC D1
Fully Balanced/Volume Control Output I

‘IN A CLASS OF
THEIR OWN'’

Call for more details to our specially selected
dealers below.
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SINE-ING OFF

I have been thinking about adding an off-
board power supply to my Garrard
401/Rega RB300/Goldring 1042
set-up. However, | was recently
talking to a friend who is heavily
into alil things electrical and he
says there is no way a separate
power supply would make any real
audible difference to the sound my
turntable produces and that I'd be
wasting my money.

Can you give me some sound
arguments that explain the process
whereby power supply can affect sound
quality?

S.R. Beetlestone
Leamington Spa.

In a perfect world, your friend
would be absolutely right. But

EVERY WHICH WAY

I still enjoy vinyl on my Thorens TD160S
with Alphason arm. | also have a Cyrus
dAD3Q CD player, Cyrus 3i and XPA
amplification and Mission 751 Freedom
'speakers. Over the years | have listened
to many loudspeakers as well, but 1 still
have a preference for those a
relative had in the Seventies. They
were the Sonab OA 1A omni-
directionals.

We first heard them at the
Harrogate Hi-Fi Show. They were
s0 natural and life-like many
people were amazed - you could
sit next to one cabinet and still
hear stereo! Unfortunately, | have
never seen the Sonabs for sale
second-hand (I would love a pair).

Why aren’t omni-directional
'speakers more popular? What
would a modern equivalent be,
and how much should I start
saving?

David Oxtoby
N.Yorkshire

Omni-directional loudspeakers have
had quite a good run for their money
over the years. In the days of mono,
cabinet designers went to great
lengths to get rid of the ‘hole-in-the-
wall’ effect inherent in single-
‘speaker set-ups. Voigt used
reflecting horns, which tended to
spread the sound, and Decca pointed
the driver into a corner so that the

HI-FI WORLD

measure the mains sinewave in
most houses and
you'll find a
whole

Garrard PSU
to consider is

Slate’s Powerhouse.

catalogue of nasties
ruining the sound of your system.
Large spikes, Radio-Frequency
Interference and voltage droops all
have a pronounced affect on hi-fi in

output ‘splashed’ back out into the
room. Many authorities in those
days also recommended corner
positioning for best results.

Then along came stereo. Stereo
reproduction attains the apparent
spread of sound by a complex

Some of Sonab’s 1970s omni-directional loudspeakers.

process, most of whicl takes place
in the brain of the listener. There
seems to have been some confusion
in the Sixties and early Seventies
with regard to ‘helping’ what is
fundamentally a psycho-acoustic
process by a centrally-placed
‘speaker with combined left-and-
right output to ‘fill’ in the middle of
the stereo spread; optimising the
position of the two main 'speakers
does not seem to have been
considered!

Coupled with these acrobatics,

its many forms.

Our experience, and that of
many readers who have invested in
turntable PSUs, confirms that the
well-engineered ones can make a
very big difference indeed. This
comes as no shock when you

realise that styli will pick

out the tiniest contours in a
groove and are incredibly
sensitive to vibration,
especially the sort transmitted
via the motor and idler wheel
into the Garrard’s platter.
There’s a simple answer to this
question, though; arrange for a
home demo of a couple of units and
see what you think for yourselves.
M

Investigate the mysteries of hi-fi with a copy of John

Linsley Hood's Audio Electronics.

the question of finding space for the
extra 'speaker for stereo gave rise to
experiments with colummn-type
enclosures whose driver/s fired
upwards onto reflectors. The simpler
Sonabs are fairly representative of
this type. Having drivers firing in all
directions naturally gave a
good spread of sound and
therefore positioning for
sterco-of-a-sort became
uncritical simply because the
ears’ choice of information
source became so wide.
Coupled with this the Sonabs
were ‘Lifestyle Compatible’
and (oh-so-sexy) Swedish to
boot!

If we scem a smidge
unenthusiastic it’s because
nowadays audiophiles who
appreciate accurate sound
staging and imaging position
loudspeakers away from
reflective surfaces. I can imagine in
a very large room with a dead
acoustic the Sonabs and others like
them (eg, Goodmans Dimension 8,
Wye Electronics 1300, Luxor 835,
etc) would perform well, but there
are better ways of cracking that
particular nut. It is unnervingly
easy for the ear to confuse omni-
directional muddle with ‘natural
stereo spread’! RMW

Sweeten the sound of CD with a Statmat from

Ringmat.
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-mail

Visit our website at
http://www.hi-fiworld.co.uk
or send your e-mails to
edit@hi-fiworld.co.uk

FOR THE RECORD

I have been longing for a replacement for
the cassette, which should have remained a
dictation medium. Anyway, | was musing
on MiniDisc, weighing up the pros and
cons of yet another medium, when | read
your CD Revolution article in the January
‘98 edition. | had just uprated my ageing
486 computer with a new mother board
and a P233 chip. The timing of your article
could not have been better. | bought a
Hewlett-Packard CD-R/CD-RW drive,
which works perfectly, and the Adaptec
software is a joy to use.

Nevertheless, there is a learning curve
to making good recordings. The software
puts a two-second silence between tracks,
even if the original tracks flow
uninterrupted. There is a way around this
using the program Disc-at-Once, but some
audio CD players cannot read recordings
made in this manner.

I have two versions of the Adaptec
software, which control the read speed at
two different, set rates. The version
bundled with the HP recorder reads audio
at between double and triple speed, which
produces error-free recordings. The
Adaptec Deluxe version (which Hi-Fi
World used) allows my drive to read at
eight times normal speed and produces
recordings with spits and pops,
reminiscent of sticky fingers on vinyl!

And the recordings themselves? | have
a Marantz CD-63mkill KI-S, Naim 42.5/140
amps and ProAc Tablette ‘speakers. The

THE FIRST STEP

My seven-year-old Kenwood Midi is
kaput. Where do | start - system or
separates?

Andy McGowan
andy.mcgowan@dial .pipex.com

You’ll be much better off going for
separates, as long as you don’t
mind a mix of component styles
after your Midi.

You don’t mention how much
money you've got to invest in a
new set-up, but you can’t go far
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recordings sound clear, detailed and as

close to the original as can be. The digital
data stream is taken from CD drive to the
hard disk and back to CD recorder. There

Re-recordable DVD-RAM will be on sale well before the

end of 1998, but CD-R makes more sense as a computer-

based digital recording format.

is an option to take data from reader to
recorder, bypassing the hard disk, but this
is more prone to corruption.

| have made a few recordings from
vinyl, which sound good, especially
considering the signal is processed by the
ADC on my cheap PC soundcard.

I have used several different makes of
CD-R blanks and found no audible
differences between brands. I’'ve now
settled on mid-cost TDK Reflex blanks at
about £1.20 each.

wrong with CD players like
Cambridge’s CD4SE (£200) or
Kenwood’s DP-3080/11 (£180).
Denon’s PMA-250SE is as fine an
integrated as any for about £160,
and Tannoy’s Mercury m1 (£120)
and slightly bigger and bassier m2
(£140) loudspeakers can’t be beaten
at the price.

Atacama’s SE24 'speaker stands
(£70) would be the finishing
touches. J]M

Wire up your purchases with a set of DNM’s

loudspeaker cables.

If you do not want your e-mail address published, please let us know.

| agree with your magazine - CD-R is
the recording medium for the present.
DVD may be with us now, but it will be
some time before it comes of age.

Leonard
leonard@osirisfurniture.co.uk

As anyone who's bought a computer
over the last five years or so will be
aware, technology moves on
incredibly quickly these days.
DVD-RAM and its re-recordable
blank discs will soon be in the shops
(see last month’s Trade Winds for
more details of Hitachi’s new DVD-
RAM drive). As you say, though, it
will be a while before disc and drive
prices drop, so for the moment CD-R
remains digital recording’s strongest
contender.

In addition, with most of the
software out there in 44.1/16-bit
form, what's the point in making
digital recordings to a higher-spec
disc, especially when DVD-RAM
comes in a caddy which current DVD
players won't accept? Only once
DVD-RAM makes the transition
from computer to audio, and 24/96
pre-recordeds are more widely
available, might this format really
take off. IM

Make the most of your CD drive with one of

Ringmat’s Statmats.

Tannoy’s dinky Mercury m1 loudspeakers offer

excellent value for money.

HI-FI WORLD




SOURCE
SUPERIORITY

My source is a £600 Arcam
Alpha 6 CD player sitting
ahead of a Sugden Optima
140 amp (£550) and £150
Mission 731LE "speakers. |
am looking for a logical
upgrade to this system. |
assume this means replacing
the budget Missions. |
thought | would try an
outboard DAC first,
however, as { know from
experience the 731LEs are
very revealing.

I rang a nearby dealer
who recommended the DPA
Little Bit I1l. { was a little
disappointed to realise this
was only £300, and | didn't
expect much of an
improvement over the
already good sound of my
Arcam. My doubts were
quickly brushed aside by a very dynamic
and powerful presentation.

This shocked me into thinking my
Missions have a lot of potential left in
them. My question to you then is, how
far can | go with the source before |
need to change the 'speakers - or
amplifier for that matter? Believe me,
I’'ve learnt that the source is the most
important part of the whole.

Chris George
chris.george@West-Norfolk.gov.uk

CORRUPTED BY POWER?

I've long heard how well the Jamo Concert
8 loudspeakers can sing. | would like to
obtain a pair to hook up to my Musical
Fidelity X-A200 monoblocs, which can
supply 200watts into 8chms. Can you tell
me if the Concert 8s can cope with my
power amps, as the maximum power rating
for the Jamos is 150watts into 4ohms?

S.C. Lim
me0u6083@liverpool.ac.uk

You seem to be a little confused as to
amplifier power ratings. The X-A200s
quoted rating of 200watts into 8ohms
means they will deliver a maximum
of 200watts into 8ohms when
required to do so, for example if you
were attempting to drive extremely
insensitive loudspeakers very loud in
a large room. Otherwise, in an

HI-FI WORLD

Active loudspeakers like Harbeth’s Xpression! DPM1 Pro-Actives easily outperform their

passive counterparts.

What you’ll often find when you
already have a decent amplifier is
that an upgrade to either source or
loudspeakers will boost the
system’s performance. Driving £150
‘speakers from a £600 CD player
and £550 amp will certainly give
the 731LEs a chance to shine, but
they really are the weak link.

Sell your Missions and then
track down a pair of the same
company’s 771 stand mounters at
£170, which are far sweeter and

average 16ft. by 12ft. living room at
normal listening levels, the X-A200s
would be barely ticking over as the

Musical Fidelity’s X-A200 monoblocs are smooth, assured

power amps which would suit Jamo’s Concert 8s perfectly.

Jamos would draw about three to
five watts most of the time.
Basically, a power amp like the
X-A200 reaches its rated output only
when required to doso by a

much more open.
Alternatively, if your
bank account can take
the strain, there are
KEF’s Q35 floor standers
at £350.

A more radical
solution, which we
espoused last month,
would be to sell your
Sugden, Missions and
'speaker cable and invest
in a £200 Creek OBH-12
passive pre-amp and a
pair of active ‘speakers
like Harbeth’s Xpression!
DPM1 Pro-Actives at
£849.

You should be able to
get about £400 for your
old components, leaving
you with a bill of around
£650 if your existing
interconnects are long
enough to allow for
correct positioning of the active
Harbeths. This is a hefty bill, but
the results would be infinitely more
transparent, weighty and musical
than a new pair of passive
loudspeakers at the same price. |
suspect you might be very surprised
by what your Arcam is capable of
when accompanied by the Creek
and Harbeths. []M

Whatever the system you settle on, try out a pair of

The Chord Company’s Siren interconnects.

particularly nasty loudspeaker load
or high volumes.

The Jamos’ power handling of
150watts means you shouldn’t pump
more than 150watts into their voice
coils, as you might permanently
damage them. However, this amount
of power through the Concert 8s
would produce painfully high
volumes which would be dangerous
to listen to without the protection of
ear plugs.

Don't worry, the X-A200s work
very well indeed with the Concert
8s, as we've found. We actually got
the best sound though when we
bi-amped the Jamos with two pairs
of X-A200s! ]M

Look behind the black metal box and into hi-fi’s inner

workings with a copy of John Linsley Hood's Audio

Electronics.
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GRACE UNDER PRESSURE
My system comprises a Linn LP12,
Valhalla PSU, Grace G707 tone-arm and
an Ortofon MC15 Super 2 vinyl source.
Naim amplification (NAC 32/NAP 120)
drives Castle Harlech
‘speakers through Cable
Talk bi-wire 3.1. [ use

a Soundstyle stand

and Chord Cobra 2
interconnects, and

also have an Arcam
Alpha 6 CD player. .

| have recently
upgraded my ‘speakers, equipment stand
and CD interconnect. The upgrades were
carried out in stages, and both the new
equipment stand (previously MF[} and
‘speakers (previously Royd Sapphires)
gave a noticeable improvement. There
was more detail, definition and bass, plus
a better midrange and treble. The only
downside came with CD, the Cobra 2
cable seeming to change the Arcam’s
sound from smooth to harsh.

The dealer put this down to the
upgrades exposing the shortcomings of
the Arcam and recommended ! look at
upgrading this next. { am not so
convinced, and wonder if you could give
me your advice on any way of improving
the sound of the Arcam, to give it some

AMPLIFIER UPGRADE

My system is a Marantz PM-57 ampiuifier
and CD-67SE CD player, Mordaunt-Short
MS20i Pearl ‘speakers on Atacama SE24
stands, and Ixos 604 Custom and Ixos 609
interconnects and bi-wire ‘speaker cables
respectively.

I've recently completed my set-up with
a NAD 412 tuner. Generally, I'm happy
with what I’'m getting from the system.
However, | have a few reservations which
hopefully you can lay to rest.

First and foremost, is my current system
well-balanced? My main concern is the
amplifier. I suspect that it is limiting the
abilities of my other components. I'm ready
to upgrade it, but only if its replacement
brings noticeable improvements. I'm
eyeing the Marantz PM-66 Kl-Signature
and the Audiolab 8000LX. What do you
think? Other recommendations would be
very welcome.

The next problem is that the bass is, at
times, not as tight as | would prefer. This
only happens on music with heavy,
extended bass. My room is rather small
(3.5m. by 3.8m.) and the speakers are

.Hi-FI WORLD

‘musicality’ and smoothness?

Peter Brannigan
pbrann@globalnet.co.uk

T
F.\ BONNETEER (m

Sonneteer’s £900 Alabaster is a controlled but natural

sounding integrated free from transistor ‘grain’,

Yours is a classic system mismatch,
I'ni afraid. In a sense your dealer is
right - the Arcam is out of its depth
somewhat - but the real root of the
problem is that you've balanced the
system around your Linn, whicl in
its current guise is a long way from
being tonally neutral. The Grace
arm is extremely soft and warm by
modern standards; if you changed
to an Akito 2, the Linn would also
sound ‘harsh’ through your system.
This is because you have a forward
sounding pre/lpower and ‘speakers.
The system is fine with your warm

placed about 20cms from the rear wall.
Could this be the reason, as | believe the
Pearls are very capable ‘speakers and |
thoroughly enjoy their presentation of
most types of music?

Lee Koon Siong

koonsiong.lee@semagroup.com.sg

Rose’s innovative two-box Scion integrated amplifier
keeps the PSU in the power section’s case, away from

the sensitive pre-amp stages.

Your system scems pretty well put
together, but I'd agree that the

Linn, but with a neutral source it
reveals its true, bright self.
There are several ways round
the problem. You could replace your
amp with a sweeter design
like a Sonneteer Alabaster,
or your could change
your CD player for
something silkier
like a Mission
dAD3Q. But first
try some strategic
tuning - place a set
of Foculpods under
the Arcam and get a length of LFD’s
Spirolink 3 interconnect. The former
will bring more bass weight and
musicality, the latter a smioother
sound with yet more detail and
ambience. I'd also recommend you
clhange to Naim NAC-05 'speaker
cable (Naint amps work best with
Naim cable), and use the Harlechs
with the grilles on. If these mods
aren’t ennough, an intermediate step
is a new DAC - specifically DPA’s
Little Bit I1I, which should improve
on your Arcam’s bass and warnth.
DpP

=\

Make life easier for the signal from your MC with a

bottle of DNM’s Licon contact enhancer.

amplifier is the obvious candidate
for replacement. For around £500 I'd
give both the Marantz and Audiolab
a niiss. Were it my money, I'd go for
either the LFD Mistral Integrated,
which has a beautifully sweet,
beguiling sound, or the Rose Scion,
which has loads of power and poise.
Of the two, I'd probably pick the
LFD, but seeing as you’re suffering
front loose bass, and the LFD’s isn’t
famously tight, it would have to be
the Scion.

Try Sound-Bytes in your stands
to tighten up the lows, as well as
moving the MS20s out into the
room. If all else fails, the old ‘sock
in the bass port’ trick can work
wonders. Or, if you're a
perfectionist, an expertly-cut foam
bung would be better still. You'll
find your boom disappears and the
upper bass becomes much niore
taut. DP

Improve your contacts with a bottle of DNM's Licon

contact enhancer.

OCTOBER 1998 ﬂ



A

OVER 20 NEW TITLES ON OFFER!

LOUDSPEAKERS

Theory and Design of Loudspeaker Enclosures
|. E. Benson

Covers infinite baffle, reflex, passive radiator
etc. in great detail with a highly mathematical
approach making it unsuitable for beginners but
highly authoritative to experienced designers.
244pp 6" x 9”

Paperback Code: 1140

£23.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

The Loudspeaker Design —
Cookbook, 5th edition - I
Vance Dickason

This best seller offers up-to-
date design information for
the home constructor. It uses
modern Thiele-Small theory
and parameters.

185pp 8" x 1127
Paperback

Code No. 1090

£22.95 + £3.25 P&P

Bullock On Boxes

Robert M. Bullock 111

Using Thiele-Small parameters
clearly, it offers lots of helpful
tables and graphs to get to
grips with the sizing of the box
and port of a reflex

loudspeaker.
72pp B x 117
Paperback Code No. 1100

£12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The Art of Electronics

by P Horowitz & W.Hill.

An ideal book for beginner
through to engineer. Each
chapter takes you from the
basic first principals through to
full design and practical
circuits

Hardback Code No. 1210
£35.00 + £7.65 P&P (UK)

Eectronic Circuits Student Handbook

by Michael Tooley

This book provides the knowledge necessary to appreciate
the operation of a wide range of basic electronic circuits
including amplifiers, logic gates, power supplies, timers and
pulse generators. the coverage is ideal for students following
formal courses.

240pp Paperback Code No.1450  £14.99 + £2.75 P&P (UK)

Build your own High-eng Audio Equipment

by Elecktor

Build your own High-end equipment contains construction
projects for solid state and valve preamplifiers and power
amplifiers,active coross-over filters, and active subwoofer, a
mono/stereo compressor and a headphone amplifier.

Code No. 1390 £14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

I

High Performance Loudspeakers 5th Editio

by Martin Colloms

An up to date high performance reference book. Ideal for professionals
and students. Covering reviews of CAD packages, digital loudspeaker
design, new results in loudspeaker distortion, new developments in short
path, low order crossover network design, bending wave panel speaker

technology, hybrid
loudspeakers and more.
478pp 7% x 9"

Paperback Code No 1350
£27.50 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

N s

Electrostatic Loudspeaker Design and
Construction

Ronald Wagner

Step by step guide to the design and construc-
tion of a full range electrostatic loudspeaker,
including basic operating principles. Strongly
recommended for those wanting to either build,
repair and/or restore or who are just interested
in electrostatics.

243pp 77 x 9

Paperback Code No. 1080

£16.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Acoustics & Psychoacoustics

by David M. Howard & James Angus
This book provides an introduction to
acoustics, including the principles of
human perception of sound, notes and
harmony, musical dynamics, timbre of
musical instruments, acoustic model for
musical instruments, hearing music in dif-
ferent environments, deceiving the ear
and processing sound electronically
224pp 244 x 189mm

Paperback Code No. 1370

£25.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

The Art and Science of Analog Circuit Design
edited by Jim Williams
The seventeen contributors to this companion

Personalities, present more tutorial, historical,
and editorial viewpoints on subjects related to
analog circuit design, Their anecdotes and
essays also give constructive guidance in areas
not usually covered in engineering course.
393pp 104 X 154 Hardback Code No. 1500
£17.99 + £4.25 P&P (UK)

High Performance Audio Power Amplifiers
by Ben Duncan

Power Amplifies and their performance lie at
the heart of audio engineering. This hand-
book is the distillation of the state of the art.
Linking analog electronics, acoustics, heat
and music technology; high-end hi-fi and pro-
fessional PA and recording studio use; theory,
modelling and real-world practice; design and
repair; the old and the new, the mainstream
and the specialised.

288pp, 234x156mm,

Hardback Code No.1460

£40.00 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

text to Analog Circuit Design; Art, Science, and

Loudspeaker and Headph

Handbook

Second Edition

by John Borwich

This book brings together in a single
volume every aspect and practice in
sufficient depth to equip students and
professionals alike with a solid work-
ing knowledge of the subject.

592pp 234 x 156mm

Paperback Code No. 1360
£50.00 + £4.25 P&P (UK)

Loudspeakers: The
7 /R Why and How of
/ Good
Reproduction

An easy to under-

stand book on

building loud-

speakers, using
empirical tech-
niques that pre-
date computer

analysis. Strong

recommendation for beginners.

88pp 5'" x BT

Paperback Code: 1070

£10.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

B Al € Analogue
\ 1C$ | Electronics

L)
‘\‘G‘l\‘ll:!?‘ ll'u\l“ by lan

LTI \ Hickman

\ | Completely
| up-to-date

| with the lat-
| est devel-

opments

and tech-

\ (%]
|t
)

- niques, this
book will enable the reader
to acquire an easy familiarity with
electronic circuitry and how it
works.

1992, 300pp, 350 circuit dia-
grams, 246 x 189mm, Paperback
Code No. 1490

£19.99 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Electronics made Simple

by lan Sinclair

This books covers the basic theory
and principles of electronics. A
good read for the beginner.

Code No 1420

£12.99 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

The Art of Linear Electronics

by John Linsley Hood

This practical handbook gives a complete working
knowledge of the basics and technology of linear
electronics, with application examples in such fields
as audio, radio, instrumentation and television.
400pp, 246 x 189,

Paperback  Code No. 1380

£19.99 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

Build your own Electronic Test Instruments

by Electktor

This book contains designs for 17 measuring instruments,
seven generators and analysers; ten miscellaneous instruments
and a number of test ancillaries and auxiliaries. The designs
range from a simple multicore cable designs contain a special
printed circuit, drawing of which are given in an appendix.
Code No. 1400

£15.95 + £3.25 P&P (UK)

Practical Electronic fault-Finding and Troubleshooting

by Robin Pain

This book explains the basic techniques needed to be a trou.
bleshooter, using only the basic equipment: a digital multi-
meter and an oscilloscope. Simple circuit examples are usec
to illustrate principles and concepts fundamental to the
process of fault finding.

240pp 2 x 156mm

Paperback Code No. 1430

£19.95 + £2,25 P&P (UK)



VALVE BOOKS

The Beginner’s Guide to Tube
Design
by Bruce Rozenblit
The best beginner’s guide on
vacuum tube audio is now
available. this book takes a
comprehensive look at tube
audio design. For the begin-
ner, the author starts by
explaining how vacuum
tubes work and how to
design with them. For the
more experienced constructor,
Rozenblit has provided chapters on subjects
including stabilisation and testing, a description of 13
famous and classic amps and preamps and how to
work effectively as a designer. A hands-on guide to
construction techniques, tools and choosing compo-
nents and tubes is provided. 1997, 132pp., 8" x 11”
Paper back Code No. 1340
£15.50 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

| Mullard Tube Circuits for Audio

| Amplifiers

bl Includes full designs for eleven

| power and control amps,

including 5-20, using valves.
Begins with a four chapter

tutorial on getting the best
sound from valve amplifiers.

| 142pp 8” x 10”

|| Paperback Code 1030

" £13.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

70 Years of Radio Tubes and Valves
by John W. Stokes.
QOutlines the evolution of radio
receiving tubes and the part they
played in the domestic radio
receiver. A reference for those
interested in the history and
development, and collectors
alike.
256pp “8" x 11” Paper back
Code: 1050
£24.95 + £3.50 P&P (UK)

An Approach to Audio Frequency Amplifier Design

Seventeen circuits from 5 to 1100watts - General Electric Co.
High quality amp. designs using KT66s, KT88s, DA100s etc.
Includes two valve pre-amps complete with phono stages.

126pp 6’ x 9" Paper back
£19.95 + £1.75 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1020

AUDIO ANTHOLOGIES BOOKS

Audio Anthologies - When Audio Was Young

Volume One: May'47 to Dec'49

Contents: 9.5W, 5W and 6.5W 6AS7G amps., 30W
300B amp., valve FM tuning indicator, 30W 211 power
amp., cathode follower amp. using 6V6, an adaptation
of the Williamson amp., valve phono pre-amp., several
horn and reflex loudspeaker designs.

Code No. 1150 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Two: Jan'50 to jul'55

Contents: Ultra linear 6L6 design and operation of the
Williamson, a direct coupled amp., Williamson type
amp using 6A5s, 40W 845 push-pull amp., valve
phono and line pre-amps., valves and loudspeaker
damping, design and construction of reflex, horn loud-
speakers.

Code No. 1160 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Three: Aug'52 to Jun'55

Contents: Simple valve phono stage, transformer less
amplifier using 6082, 20W 5881 amp., 10W 6V6 amp.,
stereo valve pre-amp., high quality valve phono stage, a
pre-amp for the Williamson, low distortion tone control
pre-amp., binaural or stereophonic, transistor phono
amp., corner & concrete horn loudspeaker.

Pem———————— e ——— - ——————

|Please send (Code No.)
]

| Saga of the Vacum Tube
{ by Gerald E.}. Tyne

Yﬂ. | This book covers the history of
b L &) the evolution of the thermionic
| vacuum tube, tracing its com-

| plex genealogy, and presenting
‘, | essential facts to assist in the
\ identification of suh tubes
| 3 || made prior to 1930. Bell
===\ |abs News, March 29, 1974,
|\ "Today Tyne problably
e “?‘L.J knows more about the

g history of tubes than any-
one else in the world”. As reviwed in
August Supplement 1998
Paperback 494pp, 57" x 8”
Code No. 1540
£16.95 + £2.50 P&P (UK)

Electronic Universal Vade-Mecum
by Piotr Mikolajczyk & Bohdan
Paszkowski

This Data book comprises 5693
valves divided into 442 groups.
A comprehensive book which
contains connection details,
operating parameters, load lines
| and example circuits.
| Hard back Code 1060
£49.95 + £ 8.50 P&P (UK)

8uild your own Audio Valve Amplifiers

by Rainer Zur Linde

This book is intended for a broad cross-section of the
public: apart from construction projects for
preamplifers, power amplifiers and two amplifiers for
musical instruments aimed at the practical audio/hi-fi
enthusiast, it offers much information on the operation
of electron tubes, while the first

chapter gives a short history of the thermionic valve.
Code No.1320

£14.95 + 2.25 P&P (UK)

Valve Amplifiers

Morgan Jones, Audio Engineer

This book allows those with a

limited knowledge of the field to understand both
the theory and the practice of valve audio amplifier
design, such that they can analyse and modify cir-
cuits, and rebuild an amplifier. Constructional
techniques are also provided so readers can build
from scratch designs that actually work.

374pp 6" x 9"

Paperback Code No. 1330

£25.00 + 2.75 P&P (UK)

Code No. 1170 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Four: Jul'55 to Dec'57

Contents: 18W 5881 amp., 4W single-ended tweeter
amp., budget 11W amp., versatile bass/treble control,
transistor theory, transistor pre-amp., transistor tech-
niques, battery powered transistor phono pre-amp. and
loudspeakers explained.

Code No. 1180 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Five: Jan‘58 to Dec'59

Contents: Stereo valve multiplex decoder, 7W EL84
amp., valve active crossover and 20W treble amp/50W
bass amp., monaural, binaural, monophonic and stereo-
phonic explained, heterodyne FM multiplex adaptor,
transistor pre-amp., 60W EL34 amp., high power audio
amps, hi-fi loudspeaker enclosure.

Code: 1190 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Volume Six: Jan'6D to Dec'61

Contents: Transistor pre-amps., feedback techniques, the
coming of FM stereo, FM multiplex adapters, Tape
recorders; distortion, frequency response and noise,
120W 6550 amp., loudspeaker efficiency.

Code No. 1200 £14.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Tube Amplifiers

by Kavsek & Kavsek
The most beautiful tube amp book in
the world. No specs. no test. just 215
gorgeous four colour photos of 65+
amps with a short description of
each. Including a 12 page explana-
tion of the history of tubes and
tubeamps. Apendix with addresses
with tech. data.

167pp 9" x 12 5"

Hard back Code No. 1310
£47.95 + £5.50 P7P (UK)

The Williamson Amplifier

D.T.N. Williamson.

Offers practical advice on how to
build and set up the amplifier for
best results.

40pp 8" x 11”7

Paper back

Code No. 1040

£9.95 + £1.50 P&P (UK)

Electronic Valves in Audio Frequency Amplifiers

by E. Rodenhuis

Originally published in 1954 by Philips, this book
encourages amp. builders to experiment with design
elements. Discussing the use of valve data, the func-
tion of different amplifier stages and includes detailed
descriptions of eight designs. A wealth of practical
data, measurements and interesting features will be
found. A very good read.

Paperback 147pp Code No. 1520

Price £12.95 + £2.00 P&P (UK)

Audio Amateur Power Amp Projects

by the editors of Audio Amateur

This profusely illustrated handbook features 26 of the
best articles on power amps

published in Audio Amateur from 1970-89. Authors
from six countries offer an array of designs to provide
almost any level of high-quality audio power needed
by the resourceful amateur who prefers the pleasure of
building his or her own equipment.

205pp., 8-7"x 11

Paper back  Code No. 1300

£14.95 + £2.25 P&P (UK)

Principles of Electron Tubes

Herbert }. Reich.

A textbook for beginners starting with the basics of how
a vacuum tube actually works. Shows how a simple cir-
cuit is designed including amplifiers, transformers and
power supplies. A must for both enthusiasts and hobby-
ists.

398 pp 6” x 9” Paperback
£27.95 + £3.00 P&P QUK

Code No. 1010

Valve & Transistor Audio
Amplifiers

by } L Hood

This is J L Hood's greatest work §
yet, describing the -
milestones that have marked the "y % »
development of audio amplifiers, s ; A -
from the earliest valve amps to >
the latest solid state design. This
book is the complete world guide to audio amp design.
Other contents: active & passive

components, amplifiers, pre-amplifiers and power
supplies.

As reviewed in June 98 Supplement

Paperback 250pp., 156mm x 232mm

Code No. 1530 £19.99 + £2.50 P&P (UK)
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iPay: World Audio Publishing Ltd. £
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)
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 HEARD THE ONE ABOUT THE
£1000 SPEAKERS THAT CAN
BE BOUGHT FOR JUST £275 ?

WE HAVE

But seriously........coevrererercccs s iIF YOU THINK THAT BUYING A
Why buy ordinary mass

produced speakers from your NEW SYSTEM IS TOO COSTLY -
local high street hi-fi dealer, THEN WHY NOT UPGRADE YOUR

when you could build your own
loudspeakers for up to 1/4 of EXISTING COMPONENTS ?
the price without any loss of

sound quality. .
We sell our speakers direct to You can vastly improve the sound of your loudspeakers and

the public so we can guarantee valve amplifiers by replacing the capacitors with one of the

that huge savings will be made  Worlds best film and foil capacitors - HOVLAND

on any equivalent mass

produced speakers. We believe We also carry a full range of both SCR (Chateauroux) and

you could save as much as ANSAR polypropylene capacitors plus VOLT air cored

£8000 by building your own inductors. All of which will dramatically improve the sound

hi-fi system and you would also of your existing system.

have the satisfaction of

knowing that it was hand built

by yourself.

All our kits utilise the highest

quality components and have 50 Main Street Broughton Astley Leicester LE9

Phone today for your free catalogue ~ factory machined cabinets. — gpyy Tel: +44 01455 286603 Fax: +44 01455 286605
. . : This means that anyone can . . . A .

giving details of our full range of DIY Email: wilmslow.audio @dial.pipex.com

. X build an excellent sounding
kits and accessories. system to be proud of.

Trade enquiries welcome.

Additional Demonstration facilities in Wigan, Lancs.

[ d
@one 01942 521771 to book your appointment. Wllm SIOW N J

U

THE SOUTHWESTS PREMIER RETAILER
We stock a wide range of products from some exclusive manufacturers worldwide.

ALCHEMIST * ATACAMA SUPPORTS * AUDIO ANALOGUE * AUDIO NOTE * ANALYSIS * AUDIOQUEST CABLES *

* AUDIO SPECTRUM * BOSTON ACOUSTICS * CABLE TALK * ELEMENTAL AUDIO * HENLEY DESIGNS * KELLY * MAGNAT
SPEAKERS * MICHELL * MONITOR AUDIO * MUSICAL FIDELITY * MYRYAD * ORTOFON * PARASOUND * PHILOSOPHY CABLES *
PROJEKT * PROJECT * REL * S.M.E. * SONIC FRONTIERS * SONIC LINK * STANDS UNIQUE * STRAIGHT WIRE * TARGET * TEAC *

TRIANGLE * TRICHORD * UNISON RESEARCH * VOYD TURNTABLES

QUALITY SECOND USER EQUIPMENT PLUS EX-DEM

LIST SALE
AUDION 2 BOX PRE & GOLDEN KNIGHT MONO BLOCKS MINT BOXED HARDLY USED £6000 £3495
KEF REFERENCE 4 (ONLY 5§ MONTHS OLD) BOXED MINT - ROSETTA BURR FINISH £4000 £3195
RUSS ANDREWS RATA 3 LOUDSPEAKERS MINT LESS THAN1 YEAR OLD ORIGINAL £4375 £2795
AUDIO NOTE MEISHU URGRADED 7 MONTHS OLD MINT BOXED £3500 £2495
ALCHEMIST STATEMENT STEREO POWER AMP (SLIGHTLY MARKED) £4995 £2195
ENSEMBLE PA1 REFERENCE SILVER MONITORS £4000 £1995
AUDIO ANALYSIS OMEGA’S LARGE RIBBON SPEAKERS EX-DEM £5000 £2695
AUDIO NOTE SORO SE ONLY 3 MTHS OLD £1600 £1000
AE 1 MKII WITH STANDS UNIQUE VISSA STANDS PIANO BLACK - MINT BOXED £1350 £920
KELLY KT 3 SPEAKERS MINT NEARLY NEW £1200 £875
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 VALVE AMPLIFIER WITH A £500 BORDER PSU AND NEW VALVES MINT BARGAIN  £699
MYRYAD CD PLAYER MINT BOXED NEARLY NEW £449
JRT SPEAKERS £349
PARASOUND 2000 PRE-AMP MINT BOXED £1495 £945

FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE AND
7 DAYS A WEEK SERVICE
CONTACT NIGEL ON 01326 221372 MOBILE 0498 554357
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Trichonrd Research LimiTed
CD UPGRADE

CLOCK 3
CD PLAYER UPGRADE FROM £132

From the designer of the original Clock 2 upgrade
A new generation of Master Clock

“Significantly better than anything else I’ve experienced to date.”
- Jimmy Hughes.

“Superior Clarity & Imaging - Irrestibly foot-tapping.”

- Clive Meakins - Hi-Fi News - June ‘98

High accuracy (5ppm) low jitter performance master clock.

Up to five times reduction in date related jitter

Increased transparency, resolution and sound staging
Greater dynamics and sheer listening pleasure

Can be fitted to most players or transports regardless of price
The level of improvement is just as significant with expensive
transports as it is with inexpensive players.

. % % % %

These modifications can be carried out by Trichord Research Ltd, or by your local
Trichord dealer. Also available in kit form with instructions for the
technically competent.

Pulsewire Digital + Analogue Cable
Major Credit Cards Accepted

Tel: (01684) 573524 Fax: (01684) 577380
73 Church Street, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 2AE

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

“The Living Voice Auditorium (£1500) is compact and beautifully finished, yet sounds
even better than it looks, with high sensitivity and a wonderful coherence which reflects
its essential simplicity, quality ingredients and painstaking development.”

Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy. Paul Messenger. July 1998

...... All of these phrases are grossly over used in
hi-fi reviewing, but are wholly justified here. | have |
heard far too many conventional systems that cost

in excess of £40,000 which exhibit only fractional l'
amounts of this cleverly matched outfit's musical [
dexterity. | have encountered few systems that
sound as good as this one - at any price.”

Alan Sircom. April 1998

‘Definitive Audio Starter System’

Second Hand Items Include:

£ Sale price £ New price

Audio Research SP8 Pre Amp (box & man) £ 900 £2900
MF A2 CD £ 250 £ 500
Voyd turntable (Ref Bearing/platter) £1200 £2900
Audio Innovations S.500 Integrated £ 500 £1200
Audio Innovations $.800 Anniversary £ 800 £1500
Monarchy Audio M18 DAC £ 30C £ 600
Monarchy Audio Digital Interface Processor £ 120 £ 250
Impulse HS loudspeakers Ash £ 700 £1850
Rane active crossover £ 200 £ 500
Meridian 500/ 563 with VdH 1st di/c £ 980 £1800
Vitavox AK 157 Bass Units £ 450 £ 900
Lowther PM6A (Boxed) £ 140 £ 210
Linn LP12 Valhalla Akito £ 400 £1300
Border Patrol 300 BSE (Blue) £1250 £2500
LP12/ARO/Armagedon PSU £ 700 £2500
Huygens K4 HiMass stands £ 150 £ 360
Audio Note DAC3 (1/2 Sig) £ 700 £1800
Audio Note ANJ /J4 £ 500 £1200
Various high end /c and speaker cables P.O.A.

Definitive Audio serves a national and international market representing an holistic,
system based approach to true high fidelity. The results we achieve are acclaimed
worldwide. You can telephone for specific details or simply for an informal chat.
Products are strictly selected from serious manufacturers which include the following:-

* Living Voice  Border Patrol * Art Audio * SJS Electroacoustics * Wadia ¢
* Vitavox * Lowther « Helios « MF * Nott'm Analogue * Mystic Mat « SME + WB Ortofon ¢

AMEX - VISA - MASTERCARD
0115 981 3562
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SOUND

CONNECTIONS
TEL / FAX : 0151 348 1988

E-mail : sound.connections@dial.pipex.com

MAIL ORDER SUPPLIERS OF QUALITY HI-FI ACCESSORIES

The importance of

cables and accessories

is often overlooked when
purchasing a hi-fi system.
it is very easy to be scepti-
cal about cables because of
their apparent high cost or
insubstantial appearance,
but they

can play a major part in
achieving the full potential
from your system.

x
b3
~
=)
=
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We offer a popular HOME TRIAL SERVICE which
enables you to evaluate cables in your own system,
therefore ensuring you purchase the right cable.

PLEASE TEL / FAX / E-MAIL FOR OUR LATEST PRODUCT AND PRICE LIST
VAN DEN HUL ® DNM RESON @ sonicLINK @ NORDOST € CHORD €O
xLo ® AuDIO QUEST ® KIMBER ® SENNHEISER @ STA
LAT € sumiko @ LYrA ® MiCHELL ® STANDS UNIC
SOUNDSTYLE @ TOwNSHEND @ ixos €

Green Lane ® Great Sutton ® South Wirral ® Cheshire ® L56 4LE

Juicy fruit from London’s freshest
hi-fi / home cinema retailer.

Free home installation + credit cards,
0% credit finance available
(subject to status).

ARCAM, B&W, CABLETALK, CAS-
TLE, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS,
KEF, MARANTZ, MICROMEGA,
NAD, NAIM, NEAT, QUAD, REGA,
ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD, RUARK,
SOUNDSTYLE, STANDS UNIQUE,
YAMAHA

Now in our fourth phenomenal year
THE INNOVATIVE
AUDIO RETAILER
0171-924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, CLAPHAM, SW1l1

HI-FI WORLD



gorgeous, old 6L6 valves and they went

‘phut’ within minutes that { realised we
had a problem. My beloved 6L6 amplifier
had just disposed of two classic Sylvania
valves with peremptory ease; £50 had
gone down the pan. In my mind | could
see some old gaffer blowing dust from a
pair he’d stored round about the time the
last dinosaur went belly up. At the flick of
a switch our amplifier would vaporise his
treasure quicker than Enola Gay and with
about as much compassion. | could see a
problem on the horizon and was obliged
to do something about it.

It was in DIY Supplement No18,
banded to our November 1995 issue, that
K6L6 first appeared. The idea was to offer
a budget valve amplifier with plenty of
power. To keep costs down we had to use
inexpensive valves and a one-piece
chassis of simpler construction than the
welded, ground and coated affairs that
grace our other amplifiers. Since this
model was likely to be popular with first-
time constructors, printed circuit boards
were also going to be used to reduce
wiring errors. It was a great concept, |

l t was when | plugged in a pair of

degree of Class A working, was increased.

I spent a lot of time honing a
‘compound bias’ scheme that usefully
gave healthy output power, avoided the
need for bias adjustment and demanded
little power dissipation in the cathode
resistors. As a result, small resistors that
run cool could be used. These have the
advantage of being more suitable for
circuit-board mounting than large,
ceramic types which stream heat.

To get high power output we had to
use 450V-550V. Trouble is, this gets close
to the rated maxima for some, but not all,
6L6s. This raises the issue of whether
ratings for valves are meaningfully
accurate, and | soon found that 6L6s vary
enormously. Some were rated right on
their limit while others were grossly under-
rated. So we had a 24watt anode
dissipation 6L6, for example, whose
anodes started to glow dull cherry-red in
places at this power, meaning it needed to
be run at no more than 20watts or so.
Things were becoming complicated. We
would have to catalogue the specifications
of 6L6s to ensure the output power quoted
could be achieved in practice.

o sdee

STEYANIA:

Noel Keywood

valves are big and later ones small. Later
designs also have higher performance.
Knowing this, guess which one of this
group went ‘phut’ in our amp - the big
Sylvania 6L6G, placed just left of centre. It
is rated to take just 350V HT and ! was
applying 480V to it at the time. And which
gave most power? Yes, the small, stubby
one second in from the right, a 6L6WGB.
The Sylvania is rare and expensive, the
WGB cheap, so it would seem we were in

thought, and our first prototypes worked
perfectly, giving 36watts output, more
than enough to give good volume levels
with reasonably sensitive loudspeakers
(87dB SPL upward).

You don’t get something for nothing,
however. Our inexpensive Edicron 6L6GT
valves, seen in the original 1995 pictures,
could only take so much in the way of
standing current (degree of Class A
working) and HT voltage before showing
the strain. This wasn’t too much of a
problem, because they could be upgraded
at little cost to a tougher 6L6 from Edicron,
for a little more power and a little less
distortion providing the standing current, or

H OCTOBER 1998

I started phoning around for 6L6s and
soon built up quite a collection, as you
can see from the picture. This shows six
very different looking 6L6s, but all are
beam tetrodes based on the original
American RCA design. In the centre sits a
6CA7 pentode which we used to
overcome the problems of the 6L6.

So why do 6L6s vary to such an extent?
Valves started out big, but as electronics
grew, size became a problem. As | noted
last month, America’s first computer,
ENIAC, used 19000 of them and weighed
30 tons! So the main development
imperative was to reduce size and power
consumption. As a generalisation, old

luck. But the valve at far right is a modern
Chinese WGB and that went ‘phut’ too!
Worse, people buy valves on appearance
and there’s plenty of talk about originals
sounding best. This is where my innocent
old gaffer scenario enters the picture; |
started to imagine old classics giving up
the ghost all over Britain, at which point |
finally called a halt to developing KéL6.

Happily, its successor, the new KEL34,
uses the beefiest pentodes | have ever seen.
They are massively rated and turn out
oodles of power. Now our amplifier
produces 40watts with ease. So we got
there in the end. My apologies for the
three-year delay!

HI-FI WORLD
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-0 IMEERPIEVRCG ‘planet’ audio edge

[tega System

We have the full new product range on
permanent demo. Top quality HiFi from this
brand at all prices from £298 to £1598. For
Systems, CD, Amp, Speakers.

For a full update ring our Rega freephone m
0800 052 1966.

Audion Class A Valve amps from £599
The only real alternative Valve to Rega based
products.

Planet # & x%x %

June '97

Densen, the next real upgrade step from
budget audio offered by our competitors. £650.

* March 'g7

Helios. The exciting range of CD players from
France. Great sound and looks.
Priced from £699.

#« & x %+ Dec '97

Copland. Absolute Sounds Best Buy
electronics. CSA8 integrated £899.

'k b

*x k&« Good Hi Fi Guide '98

The mighty Krell range is here and punching
holes in all who challenge.
You must hear this! £2545

k&% w June D6

U TOVETE TN L VAT TN R DL =Y L CHTIT-M EL T Bselected range of top quality audio products.
VI ETG EAER TS (o1 @ Xete Uy Mo 3 [ 3 1) VWA 0R DAN, CADENCE, LFD, AUDIO PHYSIC, MERACUS,
UGS AT I JTo M a{ 3 Y (o MV SE IN LOGAN, SONUS FABER, THETA.
QL CECN 0L T GG F AR LD G YA 1 B LE WO @ heir value for money and world class reputation.
SR N U R ENENGO D CICE S ICER LI Y ss + Barclaycard, free parking, free home loan service,

F3{33 3, [ | e VR -l kM s [01URS 10.30 - 6.30, 6 DAYS A WEEK
7 Nclo]Ma Yol oq ) Ha{olV o) OKING, SURREY, GU21 1LQ




It was 20 years ago today....

in November '77, the design team of Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd launched

their first Meridian product, an active loudspeaker of course!

Since then, Meridian Audio has continued to pioneer advanced audio design
in products such as the first high end CD player, the first CD transport,

the first DSP domestic loudspeaker, the first digital home theatre

and now, high end DVD.

Safeguard your investment, trust Meridian - the real leaders in audio and video

BOOTHROYD STUART

/VIERIDIAN

Meridian Audio Limited

Stonehill, Stukeley Meadows, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED
Tel (0) 1480 434334 Fax (0) 1480 432948
http:/fwww.meridian-audio.com



Jon Marks enjoys the silence with
Origin Live’s battery-powered

Qasis-S turntable.

silver
tide of
Compact Disc
which swept the
globe in vinyl’s wake
was unleashed against a
background of deathly
quiet. For after years of swish,
crackle and rumble obscuring
the music in LP’s grooves, the
silence that digital brought with it
seemed almost too good to be true.
As silver discs multiplied and went
forth, black ones disappeared or
were turned into plant pots and
ashtrays. One small band of
dedicated enthusiasts refused to
jump ship and leave HMS Vinyl to
sink without a trace. They knew only
the purest power could sweep all the
unwanted noise out of a groove, so
they charged their trusty turntables
up on battery power.

ON ACID (AND LEAD)

Joining that slowly growing band
(alongside long-term members Pink
Triangle) is Origin Live with their
new £2250 Qasis-S. Like PT, OL
match their precision DC motor from
Airpax to a battery PSU. Where the
Anniversary’s was ensconced in its
own case though, the OL’s 6V Yuasa
lead/acid battery (which will keep

HI-FI WORLD

the
platter
turning for about 40

hours between charges) and
accompanving circuitry sit just
helow the deck’s wooden top-plate
to the left-hand side of the curious
unsprung assembly which isolates
bearing, motor and arm from the
outside world.

The heart of the Oasis-S is three
pound coins. These aren’t some
Special Edition versions which have
been silver-plated to boost their
sound, they’re what you’d expect to
find in pockets and wallets anywhere
in the UK. Apparently, they were
selected because the metal they’re
made of sounds better than the sort
of angle iron used in a lot of decks.
Topping off these coins of the realm
are three fibre washers, upon which
sits the main beam the motor,
bearing and arm-mount are bolted
onto.

As you'll discover when you try
selting up the Qasis-S, the only thing

World Radio Histo

stopping
the sub-chassis
falling ol its supports is a
long Allen bolt (which is tightened
during transit and loosened before
replay). It can be quite disconcerting
to brush against the polycarbonate
platter and have it shift dramatically
instead of bouncing gently as it
would if it were suspended. Still, a
solid sub-chassis means there are no
springs to drift otf level with time.

SPIKED!

One of Origin’s other preferred
methods for reducing background
noise is to fit three (three is obviously
the lucky number of Mark Baker, the
man behind OL) upward-facing
spikes to decouple the platter from
the sub-platter.

Compared to normally-sprung
turntables. the Qasis-S is sensitive to
the surface it’s located on - you can’t
place it anywhere and expect it to
deliver 100%. We settled on a Sound
Organisation mini table below one
of Audiophile Furniture’s Base
platforms. On the wrong foundation
(ie, a plain slab of MDF on spikes or

cones) bass is woolly and
OCTOBER 1998



Marys” (CD)

Acclaimed singer/actress
Rebecca Pidgeon takes
listeners on a musical

of love, infidelity, war and

musicians.
See Ms. Pidgeon in the new David Mamet film, “The
Spanish Prisoner.”

Rebecca Pidgon “Four

journey back to her Scottish
roots with traditional songs

CHESKY

“.. delivers delicate art
songs and Celtic-derived
folk, her arrangements
achieving a cool jazz-
meets-chamber - music
elegance.” -- Rolling
Stone

revenge. Her crystalline voice
blends magically with Scottish music's top

“You want to listen to
Pidgeon all night.” --
Robb Report

Rebecca Pidgeon
“The Raven” (CD)

On this audiophile classic,
Ms. Pidgeon’s lovely
voice rings with honest,
unpretentious

confidence and vivid

tendemess. Features

her legendary

rendition of “Spanish
Harlem” and “Grandmother.”

“96 kHz/24-bit super Audio DVD Releases

For String Orchestra”

Somary, “Three Psalms”

David Chesky “Three Psalms

(CD, 96/24 Super Audio DVD)

David Chesky's newest composition for
modern orchestra examines spiritual
crisis. Recorded at 96kHz/24-bits with
the Deutsches Film orchester
Babelsberg and conductor Stephen

emotional listening experience that
will move lovers of modern romantic music.

uT

isan

“...real power and depth...[the sound] is expansive, both
wide and deep” -- Audio

The John Basile Quartet
“The Desmond Project”
(CD, 96/24 Super Audio

DVD)

John celebrates the genius

of alto saxophone legend
Paul Desmond with
stunning new guitar
quartet arrangements of

classics like “For All We Know,” “My
Funny Valentine” and “Take Five.” A

96kHz/24-bit recording.

“...the superior detail and life of the 96/24

DVD...provides some of the nicest soundstage detail

around.” -- Audio

Babatunde
Olatunji “Love
Drum Talk” (CD)

The Father of World
music returns on
this superb-
sounding 1998
Grammy-Award
nominee for Best
World Music Album,
Irresistible dance rhythms and
beautiful ensemble singing show why Olatuniji's music
and spirit have been moving the soul since his
landmark debut “Drums Of Passion.”
“...I stand in awe of the recent Chesky Records release
‘Love Drum Talk'...The sound quality is as staggering
as the music.” -- Fi

Livingston
Taylor “Ink”
(CD, 96/24
Super Audio
DVD)

“...from the
opening
passage of

whistling to the end of

[“Isn't She Lovely”]. Listen to

this recording and your are never going to

be fully satisfied with CD again.”..

Paquito D’Rivera’
(CD)

On this 1997 Grammy-
Award winner for Best
Latin Jazz Album,
saxophonist and
clarinetist Paquito
D'Rivera and a top-notch jazz
ensemble perform lush arrangements of
classic, Cuban jazz songs. Very much in the spirit of
Davis' and Evans' “Sketches of Spain,” “Portraits”
features “The ‘I Love Lucy Theme™ and “The Peanut
Vendor.”
“...achieves an immaculate and detailed audio
presentation...” -- Gramophone

W

“Portraits of Cuba’

he Super Audio Collection &

Professional Test Disc” (96/24 Super
Audio DVD)

Experience the new audio benchmark with the first
original 96kHz/24-bit Super Audio DVD. Features
96/24 recordings of Sara K., Rebecca Pidgeon,
Babatunde Olatunii, Livingston Taylor and more,

as well as test tones for professional audio
applications.

Sara K. “Hobo”
Sara K. “Hobo”
(CD, 96/24 Super
Audio DVD)

“Hobo” showcases
this powerful singer-
songwriter's hottest
and hardest-hitting
album to date with gorgeous
96kHz/24-bit detail. Features a smoking
acoustic rendition of the Commodore’s ‘70s smash,
“Brick House,” as well as Sara’s beautifully composed
and performed “Moving Big Picture.”
“Sara’s voice took on layer after layer of velvety, throaty
texture. Sounds expanded in space...Acoustic guitars
sprang to life...” -- Fi

=

Dave’s True
Story

“Sex Without
Bodies” (CD)

This hot jazz/
beatnik/ lounge
group creates an
arresting world of
love, lust and
venetian blinds with sultry
vocals, ironic lyrics and jazzy chord pro-
gressions. Stir up those martinis!

“Like Cole Porter writing about phone sex, the Bay
of Pigs and Jackie Collins” -- Time Out NY
0“Smoldering lounge grooves and cheeky Beatnik
lyrics” -- Billboard.

96/24 Super Audio DVDs due October: Rebecca Pidgeon - “Four Marys”, Babatunde OlatunJi - “Love Drum Talk”,
Jon Faddis “Remembrances” and Dave’s True Story “Sex Without Bodies”.

*VISIT VIVANTE AT THE HI-FI SHOW ‘98 ON STAND NO.6*

For orders and inquiries, please contact:

VIVANTE

Unit 4, 60 High Street, Hampton Wick, Surrey KT1 4DB
Tel: 0181 977 6600 Fax: 0181 977 4445




lightweight, and the treble
and midrange flat.

What else could we
choose to arm the OL with
than the company’s own
modified Rega RB300 (which
comes with a sleeve to allow easy
height adjustment on the S)? At the
end of the Rega was an Ortofon MC
25 FL Moving-Coil cartridge.
Downstream came a Sonic Frontiers
Phono 1 phono stage, Michell’s Orca
pre-amp, a pair of Musical Fidelity X-
A200 monoblocs and Jamo’s Concert
8s. Cables were supplied by Roksan,
Purist Audio Design and van den Hul.

HI-F1 IS A PACKET OF CRISPS
What sways many listeners in favour
of vinyl is the warmth it possesses
when replayed on the majority of
turntables. Compared to this round,
rich prawn-cocktailesque acoustic
flavour, the Oasis-S was more salt
and vinegar. Its treble and midrange
have a clean but bright and incisive
character on vocals and strings; bass
is dry and tangy, almost balsamic.
Prime example of this crisp
balance was a copy of Skunk
Anansie’s Stoosh. This isn't the
warmest of digital recordings
anyway, but it actually has a fairly
even tonal balance. Spinning on that
polycarbonate platter (which rings in
a manner eerily reminiscent of
aluminium when struck, as does the
steel sub-platter), it was as if the
mastering engineer had reached for
the equaliser and boosted frequencies
above about 2kHz. This brought
cymbals, sibilants and strings forward

orsoin

the sound P RS 4
= - -

stage. [
i

As is the
case with
loudspeakers like Jamo’s Concert 8s
though, brightness doesn’t
automatically equal harsh and spitty,
as the Oasis-S has a purity and
smoothness across the full span of
octaves,

With some duller pressings, the
OL's rise in response made a better
sonic match. Eric Bibb and Bert
Deivert’s Hello Stranger LP from
Opus 3 has a ‘recorded through a
sock’ quality to it which was pe-fectly
counterbalanced by the Qasis-S. The
spaciousness of the hall where the
single pair of microphones was set up
flowed effortlessly from the Jamos,
filling out all round their cabinets in a
way many noisier AC-powered
alternatives would struggle to match.

That sense of a complete lack of
strain continued with rhythms and
melodies, the low-noise and minimal
cogging of the Airpax DC motor

Look under the sub-platter and you'll see the lead/acid battery (to the left), the DC motor, the main

beam and one of the three pound coins with its fibre washer.

HI-FI WORLD

allowing music
a natural fluidity, grace
and foot-tappability still rare at
£2000.

Moving up to 45rpm showed the
dry bass also had great speed and
control, the massive drum beats on
Time Zone's World Destruction
missing out on the slam a Garrard
401 is capable of, but making up for
that in agility and tunefulness.

With all these bass pyrotechnics
going off, rnany turntables give up
the ghost in terms of midrange and
treble delicacy, but the Oasis-S
scored once more in this area.
Triangles, harp, woodwind and
strings on Britten’s Young Person’s
Guide To The Orchestra were all
portrayed against a near-silent
background, each clearly separated
from its companions.

Reflecting its unsprung isolation,
the Origin really does benefit from an
appropriate base and careful dressing
of the tone-arm lead outs. Ironically,
the Achilles heel of OL’s modified
RB300 when bolted to the Oasis-S is
the arm’s thick cabling, which
coarsens the midrange and blurs the
bass, if it's draped over the top of a
rack or platform. Propping up said
leads to get them in the air cured the
prablem, although leaving the
RB300’s original skinny output wiring
in place would be the best solution.

If you prefer to fit and forget hi-fi,
and shell out on equipment which
doubles as sculpture, it would be
worth rounding up alternatives to the
Origin Live (like the Gyrodec and
QC supply). However, if you enjoy
vinyl as a hands-on experience and
don’t mind spending some time on a
deck’s set-up, the Oasis-S will
reward with a crisp, open
presentation and great involvement
through a warmish systeme
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Three spikes reduce the

amount of motor noise

which passes through the
sub-platter before reaching
the record.

Origin Live Oasis-S
£2250

Origin Live
87 Chessel Crescent,
Bitterne,

Southampton
SO19 4BT

Tel: 01703 442183

WORLD VERDICT

The Oasis-S is a

cool, lean but

very lldﬂ\[l(”t‘lll
performer thanks
to battery power
but it's going up
dagainst strong

competition

Measured Performance
see pitl




AUDIO ANALOGUE

WINS BEST BUY EVERY TIME

Analogus

nd Do
S 470,

/ £

In just a few short months, Audio Analogue has established new standards for
affordable audio amplifiers, sweeping aside the competition with “Best Buy' status for each
model in the range.

When Hi-Fi World tested the PUCCINI Special Edition (September “97) they gave it
their top star rating with the words: "Excellent sound quality ensures the Puccini S.E.
outstrips the competition at up to £1000".

To top that, the basic £450 PUCCINI won the Hi-Fi Choice Best Buy for amplifiers in
an up-to-£1000 group test (February "98). In their words: "This is a first-rate budget
amplifier that looks and sounds like an altogether more costly model. Check it out."

The BELLINI preamp and DONIZETTI power amp fared equally well. Ken Kesler in Hi-
Fi News (January “98) had this to say: "A new benchmark in the value for money stakes.
They're so well-built and sound so damned good that you're gonna blink just like the
characters in the VW Polo ads when I tell you the prices"..*

And Hi-F1 World's Jon Marks (who knows a class act when he sees one) writes: "Their
construction inside and out shows the almost obsessive lengths Audio Analogue will go to
to get good sound and good looks..."

Now, just wait until you hear the new Audio Analogue CD-player. But that's another

for details of the Audio Analogue range and a list of approved stockists, please contact:

UKD

23 RICHINGS WAY
IVER, SLO 9DA, BUCKS. ENGLAND
TEL: 07000-UKD HIFI (853-443)
TEL: 01753-652669 FAX: 01753-654531

*Bellini preamp £475, Donizetti power amp £575. Puccini S.E. £595




David Price

s everyone else and his dog in the
A world of hi-fi seems to have heard
96kHz 24-bit DVD Audio, |

scided it was time for me to do the

me. So, one sweltering day in July, |
st-footed it down to a friendly hi-fi
egastore in Tokyo's Akihabara district,
pan’s hi-fi Mecca and self-proclaimed
lectric Town’. Having made it to the top
sor | reclined in a demonstration-room
1air and waited to be impressed. At last |
0, like everyone else | speak to these
ays, could say, “I have heard the future

f digital”.

Going through my head as one of the
w currently-available 24/96 discs was
otted into a Pioneer DVS-9 was the
ightmare prospect that my precious
sllection of black plastic could finally be
bsolete.

While | can’t deny that | love the size,
sel and (I’m sure I'll regret admitting this)
nell of LP records, the main reason |'ve
ot a house full of the things is their
sund. To my ears, with a decent
irntable they walk all over Compact
Yisc. This is a view that, as the saying
oes, | am unanimous in holding. I've had
since | first heard a Yamaha CDX-1
layer back in 1984, and | don’t wish to
e disabused of it too quickly.

Indeed, | must admit to being almost
scared’ of hearing DVD Audio. The
1ought of some anonymous black box
11l of robot-stuffed circuit boards and
heapo op-amps usurping my beautiful
Jrntable as a source was too horrible to
ontemplate. Waiting for the disc tray to
lose and the laser to lock on target
eemed to take a nail-biting eternity.

Having been one of the first to hear
'ink Triangle’s Cardinal/Da Capo play
4DCDs back in 1995, | had an inkling of

11-F WORLD

how high-resolution digital audio might
sound. But | wasn’t prepared for this.
Sweet and detailed, the music (that's right,
strange as it might sound, music from
digital) flooded out of the big Celestion
A3 floor standers. And as for those
dynamics - instruments played quiet and
then loud, loud and then quiet, just like a
live concert - there wasn’t even a hint of
that squashed up, CD-esque compression
here!

What | was hearing was seriously
impressive. | sat transfixed, aghast at the
digital delectations before me - that
power, detail, air, space and imaging
were definitely approaching high-end
vinyl territory.

Then we went back to CD, in the
shape of Pioneer’s PD-TO7HS - at
Y220000 (£950), some Y30000 more
expensive than the DVD player I'd just
been listening to. It paled by comparison.

Stuck somewhat unceremoniously on
his floor was an Immedia turntable fitted

with a Wheaton Triplanar tone-arm and

Lyra Clavis moving coil. Together, this
little lot cost megabucks - far more than

the Pioneer DVD player - but I'd wanted a

reference so wasn’t complaining. With
memories of all that digital power, space
and transparency still vivid in my mind, |
sat back and fatefully waited to be
underwhelmed by this prehistoric
technology.

From the moment the diamond hit the
groove, | realised my records weren’t
about to be relegated to the attic. The
turntable was sublime - no less powerful
or dynamic than DVD Audio yet far more
musically involving. Music lilted from the
‘speakers, rich, resonant acoustic
instruments played by real people -
something even 24/96 can’t do
convincingly. Granted, the systems were

”NOVV,

at 40 years of age,

perhaps life has

really only just begun
for the vinyl LP. . .”

Back came the bright upper midrange,
wooden, arrhythmic bass, tizzy treble and
shut-in, shallow sound stage. This was
hardly the stuff of digital dreams.

I returned to DVD and again the music
flowed like wine. Interestingly, one of my
suspicions had been that the new format
would sound very ‘showy’ and artificial.
This proved totally unfounded - thanks to
a dynamic range dramatically superior to
standard 16-bit, it was relaxed and
unforced.

So, it’s curtains for vinyl then? Well,
I’'m not so sure. Despite all the
superlatives that have been heaped on
24-bit, 96kHz recently, it still didn’t ‘do
the magic’ for me in the same way as a
decent turntable. Unfortunately, as my
own system was many thousands of miles
away back in Blighty, | was in no position
to shoot home to make some quick
comparisons. So instead, it was over to a
friend’s place on the other side of the city
for a proper listen to a decent disc
spinner.

different so the comparison wasn't terribly
objective, but | just couldn’t help hearing
more music from vinyl. By any standards
DVD audio is a fine music carrier, but it’s
still recognisably digital in the sense that
an original Beatles LP is dyed-in-the-wool
analogue.

| have heard the future and it’s good.
I’'m right behind DVD Audio, and if it’s
this capable now then its future looks
assured. Yet I'm equally certain there’s
more to come, not least in the form of
24 bits at 192kHz sampling. Factor in
some serious players from hi-fi
manufacturers like Meridian and Pink
Triangle with properly-engineered
analogue output stages, and it will run
vinyl very close indeed.

But | also believe there’ll always be
room for analogue, which continues to
get better and better, and there’s no
theoretical ceiling to its development
potential. Now, at 40 years of age,
perhaps life has really only just begun for

the vinyl LP. . .@
OCTOBER 1998 ﬂ
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LONDON W5 SAS
TEL. 081 - 567 8703

AMC, Acoustic Energy, Aura, Audiolab, Audio]
innovations, B&C, B&W, Cannon, Castle, Cyrus, Denon
Dual, Evolution, JPW, KEF, Marantz, Micromega
IMission, Monitor audio, Musical Fidelity, NAD,|
Nakamichi, Onix, Onkyo, Quad. REL, Rogers, Rotel,
Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul

10 - 6 pm Mon., Tues., Friday, & Sat.
Late night Thur., ciosed Wed.
Two demanstration rooms.

Free local dalivery and installation.
Repairs and Services

retailer. Telephone demonstrations or just pop in. All the usual, i.e.
friendly and efficient service, free home installation + credit cards.

THE INNOVATIVE AUDIONISUAL HI-FI RETAILER. ARCAM,
CABLETALK, CHORD CO, DENON, EPOS, MARANTZ, NAD,
NAIM, REGA, ROKSAN, ROTEL, ROYD., RUARK, SOUNDSTYLE,

INSTANT 0%
FINANCE
AVAILABLE
SERVING LONDON

r’

‘I FROM BATTERSEA
ORANGES
&& LEMONS

Juicy truit from London's newest, treshest hi-filhome cinema

STANDS UNIQUE, YAMAHA.
NOW IN OUR THIRD
TANGY YEAR.

0171- 924 2040
61/63 WEBBS ROAD, SWI1

Oxford Gents Hill g
01865 766961 : 0181-618 0816 =
K>}
2 SIB(ORIONIN :...c..... L2
= 0181-367 3132 01258 324311 X
@ Swindon PRICE PROMISE | Reading ~
N 01793 636222 « We know you won't 0118-968 6463 £
- Hampstesd find better service Camberiey
Bl omireazmee | L0 et | 01276688597 <R
Q Cheitenham find better sound Brentwood )
2 01242 683060 Bt if o0 i« better | 01277 264730 =S
[ .
5 Advice & demonstra- deua]l l:to ::s I’:‘n c:v and " | interest Free Credit, §
% tions, Home Cinema 'c:ngasweczn 3 year guarantee on
o & Multi-Room, Part X | rify it we'll be happy all hi-fi separates
- e.mail: 1o match it see us at: ba
hifi@audio-t.co.uk | www.audio-t.co.uk

&2 O’Brien Hi-Fi =

= o

ARCAM « ANTHEM « AUDIOGRAM « AUDIO
RESEARCH « AUDIO TECHNICA « BEYER «
CABLETALK « CHORO + CREEK « DENON »
DENSEN » JADIS « JECKLIN * MICHELL *
MUSICAL FIDELITY * NAD « NAIM « OPERA
+ PRECIOUS METALS - QED » REGA »
ROGERS  ROYD « SENNHEISER » SILTECH
CABLES + SME + SONNETEER « SONUS
FABER » TEAC » THORENS « TRANSPARENT
CABLES » UNISON RESEARCH ¢ WILSON

I AL DI AN O

d e
. e 3
=%

SAREIN OGS (XN

Clearance / Second Hand / Ex Dem Equipmen - Detalls on request

0% Instant Finance Available

60 Durham Rd, West Wimbledon, London SW20 OTW

Es1. 1966
Tel.{0181)946-1528 Fax(0181)946-0331

All roads lead to Bournemouth
It's where you will find superb Hii listening facilities, staff with

induding LINN, DENON, YAMAHA, ROTEL, NAD, MARANTZ,
ARCAM, CELESTION, DUAL, AUDIOLAB, TECHNICS, QED, SONY
SENNHEISER, TARGET, SOUND ORGANISATION, TEAC,
CABLETALK, M&K, KEF, DTS, PIONEER, ATACAMA & others.

you probably alieody know the name Suttons...we've
been oround for, 42 years.

Suttons
18 Westover Road, Bounemouth. Tel: 01202 555512

>
&
e

°

2
=
>
g

Best place in
town for Hi Fi and

UNILET Home Cinema
Sound & Vision
#* Six demonstration rooms
# All leading brands
#* Interest Free Credit
% Free Parking
# Open 104 every Sunday
UNILET SOUND &VISION
38 HIGH STREET, NEW

SURREY, KT3 4BY
Tel: 0181 942 9567 Fax: 0181 336 0820,

Best place in
town for Hi Fi and
Home Cinema

BN

UNILET
Sound & Vision

% Three demonstration rooms
% All leading brands

% Interest Free Credit

¥ Good parking facilities

UNILET SOUND & VISION
24-26 UNION STREET, MAIDSTONE ME14 1ED

Tel: 01622 616703 Fax: 01622 676123

expert knowledge and ane of the finest selections of HiFi equipment

If your're serious about Hi-Fi you probably know these names and

ipswich 01473 622866

,SPALDINGSI

——————— THESOUTH EAST'S LEADING HI-FICOMPANY |

3 DEM ROOMS A.V.
HOME DEMS., 0% CREDIT
FREE INSTALLATION
LINN . NAIM . QUAD . AUDIO LAB
DENON . MARANTZ . RUARK
MON TO SAT 9.00 to 6.00, TUE 9.00 to 8.00
SEVICE DEPT

325-354 Lower Addiscombe Road, Croydon, Surrey CRO 7AF
[ Telephone: 0181 654 1231/2040 Facsimile: 0181 655 3922 |

Stockins of: ARCAM « CREEK « EPOS
HEYBROOK » MICROMEGA « NAIM AUDIO
NEAT ¢ REGA + ROKSAN ¢« ROTEL « ROYD
TRAC « YAMAHA

nf1 dcllt

indecently good hi-fi

9H &.nﬂ.lh%n- Knrn
'l\l::.&my 4DA. Tek
Open Twes - St 10.30sm - 7.00pm.

Front End Problem?

contact

The Cartridge Man

It doesn’t have to cost an arm and a
leg to get the best - listen to my
Koestsu - and Decca -eater.

Also agents for Croft, Hadcock,

Real Music Co, Michell &
Moth.

plus cartridge re-tipping service

0181 - 688 6565

WORTHING AUDIO

20 Treville Gate, W.Sussex BN || IUA
‘ (0903) 212133
The friendly shop with the best sound system in the South.
Talk Electronics - Friendly Advice - 3 Year Guarantees
Easy Parking - Open Mon-Sat. 10am-épm.
[ Late Night Wed 7.30pm.
Agencies include: Arcam, E ¢, Kinshaw, Nalm, Audio,

hi-fl for grown-ups

Marantz, Ruark, Audio Technica, Target, Tripod, JPW,
TDL, Orelle, and many more...........

audio e)(cellence

WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS

CHESTER PRESTON
86-90 Boughton 131 Friargate
Preston, PR1 2EE
(01772) 253057

Chester CH3 5AQ
(01244) 34557

TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 - 5.30
CLOSED MONDAY

HI-FI WORLD
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e
50 BRIDGE STREET, MANCHESTER M3 3BN. TELEPHONE: 0161-832 0888/0161-835 1366

n Oasis of Sound

EXCLUSIVE HI-FI AND AUDI VISUAL SYSTEMS

GLASGOW EDINBURGH
0141 248 2857 0131 220 0909
Audio & Visual Solutions

Arcam - Audiolab - Castle -
Chario - Denon
Epos - Kef

e

L "m Linn Knek
- Morda
MusicalTe nology Naim -
anlre Re};a Rote!

Cymbiosis

Hotel Street, Leicester,
LET 5AW
Telephone 0116 262 3754

Pleased | ]

-~

s
of Audionote, Sugden Impu|se Pro-Ac,
Harbeth, Stemfoort, Target, Neat, Trichord,
Systemdek, Lyra, Proceed, SME, Michell,
Heart, Keswick etc etc
Open 10-6pm Mon-Fri
10-5pm Sat
10-2pm Sun

Phone: 0161 793 6742
Fax: 0161 727 7042

Audio & Viswal Solutions

LATESY ARRIVALS
CHORD SPA3200 & SPM2088 PRE-POWER, MERIDIAS
DSP6O0O  SPEAKER  SYSTEM, S65AC-3  SURROUND
PROCESSOR, 57 POWER AMP, 518 DIGITAL PROCESSOR
AND 566 20-BIT DAC,

ALCHEMIST MAXIM, NEMESIS AND FORSET| AMPLIFIERS,
DYRAUDIO RANGE OF SPEAXERS, EPOS ES22, SPENDOR
AND PRO-AC SPEAKERS, ROYD SQUIRE & DOUBLET
SPEAKERS, QUAD 77 RANGE.....

CLEARANCE & SECOND
MANB SALE

OUR VERY SUCCESSFUL SALE NOW
MEANS WE HAVE A NEW LIST.
PLEASE SEND A N S.A.E. FOR AN
UPDATEOF THE NEW BARGAINS
AVAILABLE.

PLEASE NOTE OUR NEW OPENING TIMES
TUESDAY TO SATURADY 10am TILL 5.30pm,
LATE NIOHT THURSDAY TILL 7pm.

Branches at:
®Birmingham : 363 Hagley Road,
Edgbaston, Tel: 0121 429 2811
mSolihull : 93-95 Hobs Moat Road,
Tel: 0121 742 0254
®Stourbridge : ¢ Market Street,

Tel 01384 444184

NEWCASTLE

LEEDS
0191 230 3600 0113 242 7777

Soundcraft

INSTALLATIONS

IN THE SOUTH EAST

REAL HI-FI MAKES”

LINN NAIM ARCAM REGA
HELPLINE: 01233 624441

VISIT THE LEADING HI-FI DEALER

“SEE & HEAR THE DIFFERENCE

Basically Stht!

NORWICH @ N 8]4Z@INY

Arcam, Aud
Chario,Chord Ca, Denon,

Audio Note and

The Old Sch§sll
School road, Bra SsnEatl

1y others

Tel (01508) 5 7{U¥E]

Tel"* A

The North Wests Newest Dealership
Demonstrating some of the worlds
finest HI-FI
Home Demonstrations a speciality
(see Dial-A-Dealer for complete
product range)

| TeFax 0161 304 7494 Mobile: 0402 268490 |
Evening calls welcome

TO ADVERTISE IN SPECIALIST HI-FI DEALERS
PLEASE CALL
AMANDA SWEENEY
ON 0171 289 3533

Hi- Fi EXCELLENCE

Mon 10 Sat 9.30 % 5.30. Closed Thursdoy

MUCH MORE
THAN HI-FI

CREATIVE AUDIO

9 DOGPOLE, SHREWSBURY,
SHROPSHIRE
Tel: (01743) 241924
Closed Mondays

® Comfortable listening rooms

® Home demonstrations available
@ Part exchange welcome

@ Free home installation

@ Interest free credit

Authorised retailer for:

A&R ARCAM, AUDIOLAB,
CELESTION, CYRUS, DENON, DUAL,
MERIDIAN, MISSION, MONITOR AUDIO,
QUAD, REVOLVER, ROKSAN, ROTEL,
YAMAHA, EPOS, NAIM, KEF, NAD

163 Spon Street. Coveatry. CV13BB Tel : 1203 <z<zoo[

Audiolab - Audio Alemnw Au:om r ason - Bose - Bang

& Olutsen - Colestion

Kol - Maroniz - Monlios Audso - Mission - Musical Rdelity

Nokamichi - Nad - Quad - lv;‘- Roger - Rotel - Target

Tipod - Tannoy - Thorens - Dent M - Yamaha
MAIILORDER - EXPOAT - HOMC TRIALS

3 Floors. 3 Dem rooms. 3000 sq feet in the pursuit of Hi-Fi Excellence

~Demonstrations By Appointment~

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI COMPANY
THE LEADING HI-FI SPECIALIST

ARCAM AUDIOLAB QUAD MERIDIAN MARANTZ DENON PIONBER
YAMAHEA NAD MICROMEGA MISSION KE’(‘BLBSTIN ATACAMA
TECHNICS TRICHORIL: TDL REL X
SINGLE MWROWWBDOMUWANYWW
WBALSOHAVER,‘[LW(NS’TIAT‘ON OP PROJBCTION TV WITH
STEMS

LAIL POR QUR LATBST CATALOUGE
LEAMINGTON MI-FT COMPANY

mmm%m 0 Vot g Wk A A org.ek.

I-FI WORLD

3
(@]
X
(@)
(¢")
=
5
(¢’]

TRV
WHERE THE MUSIC MATTERS
Bristol Cardiff
65 Park Street 134/6 Crwys Road
Bristol BS1 5PB Cardiff CF2 4NR
(01179) 264975 (01222) 228565
Gloucester Swansea
58 Bristol Road 9 High Street
Gloucester GL1 55D Swansea SA1 1LE
(01452) 3000446 (01792) 474608
Exeter
156 Sidwell Street, Exeter, EX4 éRT
(01392) 491194
TUESDAY - SATURDAY 9.00 -
CLOSED MONDAY

5.30

Nr Norwich, Norfolk INESE R 56

EulaeNitiiolab, Cabletalk,
Fpos, Heybrook,
Micromega, Monarchy, Nai QR (O ReFTS

Rotel, Royd, stax, TDL, Te JSMBI{BESIIEN

specialist hi-fi dealers
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“ VALVES & TUBES REPAIR & DIY

Hearing is Believing
Arcam
BE&W
cm“ ’ Audiolab
e Castle
= AT Meridian
20 yeans of Fxcellence Classé
Rega
55 Main Street, Marantx
Blackrock, Epos
Dublin. Naim Audio
Tel: (01) 2889449/2888477 Sony
Open: Tues - Sat 10 am 10 6 pm. REL
Tht - F1i 10 am 10 6 pm.

ﬁvc/ CHELMER VALVE COMPANY
High Quality Audio Valves
Buy CVC PREMIUM Hi-Fi valves direct from us.
All valves processed for improved performance.
We also have Stock of MAJOR BRAND types
induding :MULLARD, GEC, BRIMAR, RCA, GE, etc
130, New London Road, Chelmsford, Essex, (M2 ORG

Tel: 01245 265865 Fax: 01245 490064

SERVICES & CONSULTANTS

STUDER REVOX

SALES, SERVICE, SPARES
SERVICE & REPAIR OF
A77,B77, A700, PR99 &

36 SERIES
HI-FI SPARES TO ORDER
SERVICED MACHINES IN
STOCK
APPROVED CONVERSIONS

E.M.A.S.

TEL:01246-275479
FAX:01246 550421

REVOX SERVICE

Fully Guaranteed Service and Repair

Insured Carriage arranged

Free Estimation

Also:  Tape Supplies
Second User Reconditioned Machines
Spare Parts orders welcome
Free Advice

Ram Tek
Tel: (0181) 207 6159
Fax: (0181) 9531118
Kinetic Centre, Theobald Street,
Borehamwood, Herts. WD6 4SE

RESTORATION OF
CLASSIC EQUIPMENT

Electronics engineer (Degree/MAES) with
over 40 years experience and specialist
knowledge of Quad, Radford, Leak, Rogers
and Amstrong, etc. Extensive facilities enable
original standards with detailed reports of
work carried out. Apparatus is demonstrated
prior to clients departure. Available 7 days a
week. Valve testing a speciality.

Circuit Data of Classic Equipment on offer...

PLEASE ENQUIRE
Electronics Engineer and Consultant
Tel: 0181 504 5467 Woodford, Essex

GT AUDIO

GUARANTEED TOP QUALITY REPAIRS AND
SERVICING ON ALL TYPES OF VALVE AUDIO
EQUIPMENT. SYMPATHETIC UPGRADING
CARRIED OUT USING THE FINEST
COMPONENTS AVAILABLE.

Also agents For:-CROFT, G.A.T.E.. GRAAF, LEAK
TROUGHLINE TUNERS, MONRIO,
NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE, POSSELT. UKD
OPERA, UNISON RESEARCH, YAMAMURA
CHURCHILL ACCESSORIES

TEL: 01895 833099

atv

@ Service & Repairs

N

ATV SERVICES
LEATHERHEAD
01372 456921

@ Valve & fransisior omplifiers
@ Vintage volve Radios
@ Hi-Fi VCR's

@ Valves Tested

VINYL

Records at Cost

NOW YOU CAN BUY YOUR CDs

AT DEALER'S COST PRICE

As a member of the WSL Records at Cost
Service you can buy any brand new CD at
trade price + postage and a small handling
charge from only 50p. Write, phone, fax or
e-mait us now and we'll send you full detalls of
the Records at Cost Service and how to join.

WSL PO BOX 32 ST.LEONARDS EAST SUSSEX TN380UZ
TEL:(01424) 718254 (24 Hours) FAX: (01424) 718262
£-MAIL: WILSONSTEREOLIBRARY@COMPUSERVE.COM

PLUS! WE INVITE YOU TO CASH IN ON A
MASSIVE CD WAREHOUSE

CLEARANCE SALE!

‘ THE ORIGINAL TURNTABLE SPECIALIST

for the Great Classical Tumtable, Anms, Cartridges, Styli

| CONNOISSEUR » GARRARD * GOLDRING »
LENCO « ORTOFON ¢ SHURE ¢ S.M.E »
THORENS « WATTS

All available Genuine spares and our own
re-manufacture of obsolete parts

NO ILLUSORY ‘IMPROVEMENT' NO
DUBIOUS OR HARMFUL ‘MODIFICATIONS'

Cartridges and styli, correct radius diamonds, for early

recordings - 78s & Lps
TECHNICAL & GENERAL

P.0.Box 53 Crowborough, East Sussex TN6 2BY
Tel: 01892 65 45 34

TECHNICAL & GENERAL |

—J

—_—
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udrews

Baffled by the number of

cables on the market?

The Russ Andrews Solution
Use Kimber Kable - the best!

By using high quality Kimber Kable you can achieve
results that will astound you...t will transform your Hi-Fi
system.

Our Paid Approval Scheme allows you 14

days to evaluate these quality cables without obligation
to keep them.

Our NEW Hi-Fi Lifestyle Brochure contains our
range of accessories and cables to make your music
sound better.

Give your system a new lease of life!

To receive our lastest information - just mail, phone or
fax the following address:

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd. Edge Bank House,
Kendal, Cumbria LA8 9AS England
Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317

MUSONIC STYLI

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS
REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS

MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS
PICK-UP CARTRIDGES

& RECORD ACCESSORIES

For prices tel/fax/e-mail 10:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED

Unit 13 The Wenta Business Centre Colne Way
Watford Hertfordshire WD2 4ND

¢-mail: musonic @compuserve.com

TO ADVERTISE IN
SPECIALIST HI-FI
DEALERS

PLEASE CALL
AMANDA SWEENEY
ON 0171 289 3533

HI-FI WORLD




Review

HUD I, RUBI BAD |

The Ruby 2s are the jewel in JPW’s loudspeaker crown. Timothy Liu signs up as an admirer.

hen you're shopping for
W a pair of loudspeakers
around the £500 mark,

you can quite confidently say you're
moving in the lower realms of the
high-end market - the bog-standard
vinyl-wrapped box with cheap
drivers won’t cut the mustard at this
price. With so many near-identical
two-way stand mounters at this level
though, tracking down the ideal pair
can involve a lot of foot work.
Which is why JPW have gone to
great efforts visually and in the sound
department to ensure their Ruby 2s
stand out from the crowd.

Lifting the Rubies out of their box,
| was greeted by two beautifully-
veneered red mahogany cabinets
with chamfered edges front and
sack. The theme of no-nonsense
construction continues inside the
anclosures with heavy-gauge copper
wiring and custom-wound air-core
nductors on the crossovers.

Removing the black grilles |
iscovered a 25mm ferrofluid-cooled
netal-dome tweeter and an exotic
180mm red aluminium mid/bass
Jnit. The cones for these are made to
order for JPW by Associated
zlectronics in Sussex. Unlike many
sther metal diaphragms, the Rubies’
are spun rather than pressed, which
2nables the thickness of the cone to
se varied concentrically to help
jamp out any unwanted resonances.

Turn the 'speakers round and
/ou’ll see the four heavy-duty, gold-
slated binding posts which enable
Ji-wiring. Above these is the small
Yort which reflex-loads the mid/bass.

I spent three weeks with the
Ruby 2s in a system where
implification was supplied by Jeff
Rowland on the one hand, and the
nore modest but magnificent Audio
Analogue Puccini SE integrated on

11-FI WORLD

the other. These in
turn partnered front
ends such as a Basis
turntable with an
ageing Shiraz
cartridge, a Wadia 6
CD player, and an
antiquated but still
lovable Marantz
CD-94. Sonus Faber
height-adjustable
stands served as bases
for the JPWs,

When Jeff met
Ruby, Stan Getz's
'Always Trust Your
Heart’ showed all the
hallmarks of
transmission through
a well-engineered
monitor. The JPWs
ranked high for their
realism and three-
dimensionality, both built on
sharp imaging, open sound staging
and subtle insight.

Tonally, the story wasn't quite as
rosy. John Cougar Mellencamp’s
'R.O.CK. In The U.S.A.’ had a cooler,
leaner presentation, and although the
bass had good slam and speed, it
lacked warmth and extension. Tilting
this balance further was a touch of
sibilance on closely-mic’d recordings.

Time for a substitution - off went
Rowland, replaced by Puccini. At the
same time, | sidelined the Wadia in
preference for the Marantz with its
warm character. Now the system
was pulling together as a team - the
Rubies changed from analytical
detail retrievers to music makers.

Just a few bars into K.D. Lang’s
'Save Me’ and the sound coming
from the JPWs was more relaxed and
vibrant. Bass warmed up and
became more extended, allowing
music to flow along in an involving

way absent before. The
inherently detailed metal drivers had
lost none of their lucidity, but the
shift away from neutral ancillaries to
more complementary equipment
avoided an overly clinical, cerebral
rendition.

The Ruby 2s need to be matched
carefully to exploit their strengths
rather than highlight their
weaknesses. Sources and
amplification should ideally be
laid-back, full and well-rounded -
Sugden’s more powerful solid-state
offerings and lusher push-pull valve
alternatives would fit the bill.

For their asking price of £395 (or
£495 for special finishes), the Ruby
2s are a lot of loudspeaker for the
money in terms of construction and
audiophile parts. They may not have
the smoothest treble or deepest bass,
but careful matching can achieve
SONic successe

Once allied 10
warm electronics,
the Ruby 2s

mix insight with
involvement to

good effect.
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ALCHEMIST PRODUCTS Calt us and allow us to
transform your life with products from an acclaimed
range of Amplifiers, CD's and Pre/Power combinations
including such models as 'Kraken' and ‘Forsett” right
through to our award winning ‘The Alchemist’ range
{Winners 1996 C.O.T.Y. Japan} Unit |, Furzewood
House. Cranbourne Ind Est, Potters Bar, Herts. EN6
IIN. Tel: 01707 664607 (for emiuiries) Tel: 01753
889949 (for UK Sales) Fax: 01707 664207 (for
enquiries) Fax: 01753 889636 (for UK Sales).

ALEMA UK LTD 25 Montifore Road, Hove, BN3
IRD. Tel. 01273 202637. Audion * Edison * Andersson
* (Trade enquiries welcome for our newly extended
range).

APPOLLO The UK based designers and
manufacturers of hlih quality speaker stands and
equipment racks have now added to their
comprehensive range a modular system ideal for
housing audio visual products and CD storage. Please
send for our free brochure to Zenith Crown Ltd.
Tipton Rd. Dudley, West Midlands, DY14 Tel. 0121
$20 5070. Fax. 0121 522 2055. - All export trade

enquiries welcome.

ARCAM Pembroke Ave, Denny Industrial Centre,
Waterbeach, Cambridge. CBS 9PB. Tel. 01223 440964
or Fax. 01223 863384. Manufacturers of the Delta 290
Amplifier and the Delta 280 Digital FM Tuner. The two
together produce a sound that has been described as
“subtle and intriguing” and that provide "real clout” -
discover this for yourself. For information on not only
these products but also the Arcam CD Players.
Speakers, Cassette Decks etc.. ‘Phone or write in to
request a brochure - The pleasure is alt yours!

AUDIOPHILE FURNITURE LTD The Square,
Forest Row, East Sussex RH18 SES Tel: 01342 826262.
Fax: 01342 824845, Manufacturers of the patented
BASE VIBRATION CONTROL PLATFORMS AND
THE MODULAR AUDIO SUPPORT SYSTEM. These
Products are endorsed by Hi-Fi World. Also newl
ntroduced are the RESONANCE CONTROLLED HI-FI
CABINETS which are mult level modular design and
avaitable in various sizes and wood finishes. Please
telephone for more details and a product portfotio.

AUDIOLAB Cambridge Systems Technology Ltd,
Spitfire Close, Ermine Park, Huntngdon, Cambs. PEIS
6XY. Tel +44 (0)1480 415600. Fax +44 (0) 1480
52159. The Audiolab amplifiers, CD players and tuners
are internationally acknowledged for their
sophisticated, modern design, combined with
outstanding sound quality and flexibility. There are now
{0 Audiolab models which range from the famous
8000A Integrated Amplifier through to the new
8000CD Integrated CD Player. For full mformation and
detalls of your Audiolab dealer, please ‘phone or write.

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Manufacturers of the the
outstanding DAX digital to analogue converter, comes
DAX-2. a new Hi-End reference converter able to dig
deeper into the digital source than ever before! A new
addition to the superb PASSION series of all Vishay
controllers has just been introduced in the form of
PASSION 8, a fully remote controlled uniquely
transparent passive preamplifier, the perfect match for
DESIRE. By word of mouth our DESIRE power
amplifier is rapidly convincing listeners, whether passive
or active! New for 1997 is TRANSCEND a state of art
CD transport with AES, coaxial, AT&T glass and
Toshink outputs. Audio Synthesis, PO BOX
50.Notungham, NG9 IDZ. Tel: (#H) (0)115 922 4138.
Fax: (+44) (0)115 922 9701.

CABLE TALK Unit 12. Farnborough Business
Centre, Eelmoor Road, Farnborough, Hampshire, GUI4
TXA. Tel: (+44) (0)1252 373434, Fax: ’#«) 01252
371818, Designers and manufacturers of British made
high quality, value for money, mterconnect and speaker
cables. Phone or fax for a free full colour brochure on
our What Hi-Fi? § star rated products.

CAMPAIGN AUDIO DESIGN Liandudno Road,
Cardiff CF3 8PG. Tel. 01222 779 401. Supplies /
manufactures  mailorder, high purity silver
interconnects, loudspeaker cables, internal wires and
bespoke mains cables. Generous two week trial period.

CANFORD AUDIO PLC Crowther Road,
Washington. Tyne & Wear, NE38 0BW. UK Sales 0191
415 0205. Fax: 0191-416-0392  E-Mail:
mbc@canford.couk Internet: www.canford.co.uk The
UK's leading manufacturer and distributor of
professional audio equipment. specialists in cabling &
connectors. Canford invite interested parties to call for
one of their FREE 850 page bi-annual catalogues which
details over 12,000 products. Canford have offices and
distributors worid-wide.

CHORD ELECTRONICS LIMITED 3 Bower
Mount Road. Maidstone Kent MEF6 8AX
Telephone: 01622-764874, Fax: 01622-688480.
We have recently pl d our highl laimed
5PM range of power amplifiers with 2 superb pre-amps-
the CPA 2800 + CPA 4000as well as the 888 qualified
LS5/12A loudspeaker & LF5/12 bass extension system.
Call us for coples of reviews that will feave you wanting
details of your nearest retailer.

CREEK AUDIO LTD 2 Bellevue Road, Friern
Barnet, London NII 3ER Tel: 0181 361 4133, Fax:
0181 361 4136. E-mail: mcreek@ibm.net Internet:
www.creekaudio.co.uk Creek Audio build stylish Hi-Fi
products in the UK, combining state of the art
electronic design, with full bodied, accurate and
musically rewarding sound. Qur standard size products
come in two mm_w_lms ranges, the entry level
43 series and higher priced 52 series. These include:
CD43 - CD player with 24 bit resolution DAC, T43
AM/FM Tuner, rnlegrned Amps - 5250, 5250SE and
4330 (described by Stereophile Magazine as the best
amp under $1000). Our A43, A52 and AS2SE Power
Amps range from S0 to 250 Watts and both P43 and
P52 Pre-Amps offer passive and active operation with
remote control. In addition we have an award
yjnnmfm range of small products OBH-88SE
MM and OBH-9 Mé Phono Pre-Amplifiers, OBH-I1
and 115E Headphone Amplifiers, OBH-10 and 12
Remote Control Passive Pre-Amps and OBH-14 - 24
bit DAC. See our home page for further details or call
us for leaflets.

DBS AUDIO P.O. Box 91, Bury St Edmunds. Suffolk,
IP30 ONF. Tel. 01284 828 926 Fax 01284 828 026. D8S
Audio supp!, qualltg loudspeaker kits designed by Dave
Berriman. The DBS 6, features a custom-built 8-inch
cast-chassis woofer with high-power voice coil, Morel
high-power tweeter. and ready-assembled crossover
with van den Hul cable ICW 630V polypropylene
capacitors and bi-wired with gold-plated terminals. By

popular demand DBS4Il is now upgraded to Mkill
(upgrade kit available). New designs are planned. Also,
UK distributor for the CLIO professional quahity (but
easy to use) PC-based audio measuring system.
Mastercard / Visa accepted.

ECA DISTRIBUTION Resulting from our own
research and development, The ECA Design Team, has
achieved the award winning Vista §/ Lectern § Pre
Power combo {Best Buy: Hi-Fi Choice) and the Vista
HD/Lectern HD Pre-Power combo (Gramoph

Totem Loudspeakers, Reference Recordings. Jeckiin
Float Headph Seq loudspeakers,

amplifiers and quali!g recordings from Proprius. IF ITS
MUSIC YOU LOVE, TELEPHONE OR WRITE FOR
LITERATURE.

MICROMEGA distributed by Surrey Sounds, 32-33
Enterprise House, Terrace Road, Walton On Thames,
Middiesex. KT12 25D. Tel: 01932 254297. Fax: 01932
230174. For dealer and product info on the fantastic
Minium plete system, up to the Solo and Data and

Audio Choice 1996 Award). Closely followed by our
ECA A2 True Ribbon Speakers and zrisma Phono Amp
for “the naturally neutral chain”. The barest mintmum
of wiring in the amps. super symmetry in the circuits
and vacuum impregnated air coils custom made for the
speakers. P.O.Box 3023 London NW2 7RW. Tel/Fax:
0181 998 1086

EMINENT AUDIO Distributor of Croft Vaive
Amplification. Tel 01902 656517. Fax. 0121 681
8772 Mobile 0956 921740 U.K. Stockists are:
Classique Sounds (Leicester) GT Audio (London
NW) Nottingham Analogue. Purist Audio, The
Cartridge Man (Len Gregory - Croydon), call
for overseas distributors.

FALCON ACOUSTICS LTD Tabor House,
Norwich Road, Mulbarton, Norwich, Norfolk. NR14
8)T. Tel. (01508) 578272. UK. distributors of FOCAL
drive units and SOLEN (chateauroux) polypropylene
capacitors and the largest nductor manufacturer in the
UK. Comprehensive range of DIY Speaker Parts and
Kits, Sub-Bass and Electronic Filters. "Everything but
the wood” Enquiries should be accompanied by a 38p
stamped addressed envelope.

FULLERS AUDIO 20 Tunbridge Road, Southend
on Sea, Essex 552 6LT. Tel. 01702 612116. Fuller's
audio produce a range of innovative products.
Amplification - alg single ended class A
semiconductor power amplifier - £1200, b70 a
mosfet rower amplifier of high standard - £599. prel
and prel + matching pre-amplifiers - £599/£649, geni
thono stage for mm and mc cartridges £299.
oudspeakers - Pharoah system. upgradable from |
pair of cabinets to 3 pairs for truly extended bass,
gassive/aclive options £649-£2499, Sphinx a 3 way
loor standing unit £849, Suitan H.E., 98dB sensitivit
£439, matching Sub Woofer £559, Sultan, 91.5d

sensitivity £309.

IAN EDWARDS The Old Chapel, 282 Skipton Road.
Harrogate, Yorks. Tel. 01423 500442, Somebody
Somewhere must make better storage units for CDs.
Music. LPs, HiFi, Books, etc. than lan Edwards. BUT
until he appears, why not send for the brochure
showing a selection of HAND MADE units. To do this
please send 3 x 2nd class stamps.

IPL ACOUSTICS are a long established supplier of
high quality speaker kits, components and PTFE
Silver cables. (gur kit range includes 6 Transmission
Lines and Kits for A.V. use. available with or without
flat-pack cabinets (Plain or preveneeredt Our latest
Transmission Line has a spun alumimium bass unit and
a superb new ribbon tweeter. For details send large
30p S.A.E. - IPL Acoustics, 2 Laverton Road,
Westbury, Wiltshire, BA13 3RS, Tel. 01373 823333

LAMO UK LTD jamo House. 5 Faraday Close,
rayton Fields, Daventry, Northants,
Tel. 04327 301300

JEM DISTRIBUTION (Fi RAX) Springfield Mills,
Spa Street, Ossett, Wakefield. WFS OHW. Tel: 01924
277626. Fax' 01924 270759. Fi-Rax offers a new
dimension in audio visual racking. Hi?h quality
aluminium construction. Finishes available to your
cholce. Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving. sound
insulation on shelf/feet. Custom created to suit your
system. Free delivery throughout the UK. For further
information or a free brochure contact JEM
Distribution.

LORDAN WATTS ACOUSTICS LTD Cyntra
lace, 201 Mare Street. Hackney, London E8 3QE.
Tel. 0181 985 1646. Jordan Watts Acoustics for Sight
AND Sound.

KESWICK AUDIO RESEARCH 54 Coach Road.
Outwood, Wakefield, W Yorks, WFI 3EX. Tel/Fax
01924 870606, "I'd say that the Figaro Is the best
miniature speaker | have heard” Audiophile March
1993. Write in or call for details on our full product
range and your nearest stockist.

KRONOS DISTRIBUTION 7 Scotch Street
Centre, Dungannon BT70 1AR Tel:01868 753606,
Fax:01868 753006. Kronos is the UK distributor of
some of the finest Hi Fi products in Europe. These
include Audiomeca digital products and turntables;
Lieder silver speaker and interconnect cables; Pro-Ject
turn-tables and amplifiers; Triangle speakers and
electronics; and YBA amplifiers. We also handle
Frameworks equipment tables; Arion valve amplifiers
and mains filters and Essex Audio dl%lﬂl products from
the UK, Please telephone or write for product details
and dealer lists.

LANGREX SUPPLIES LTD | Mayo Road,
Croydon. Surrey. CRO 2QP. Tel: 0181 684 1166. Fax:
0181 684 3056. One of the largest distributors of
electronic valves, tubes and seml-conductors in the UK.
and USA manufacturers. stock. We specialise in
obsolete types including original UK and USA made
audio valves. Telephone or fax for an immediate
quotation,

LORICRAFT AUDIO " Vintage DIY". 4 Big Lane.
Goose Green, Lambourn, Berks. RG17 8XQ. Tel.
01488 72267. Specialist restoration of Garrard 301's
and 401's using genuine spares and re-manufactured
parts to oniginal pristne standards in our newly built

work shops designed primarily for these purposes.
Wanted. d; dring GL75.

MARSTON AUDIO 17, Queens Avenue,
King's Lynn, Norfolk, PE30 SLR.
Tel: 01553 772875 Fax: 01553 767988 email:
marston@planetweb.co.uk.website:
www.pl b.co.uk/marston. Manuf: ers of the
Silhouette and Silhouette Elite Digital to Analogue
Converters and the new “Marston Sithouette” CD
Player, engineered to produce stunning dynamics.
peccable timing and a beautifully transparent sound.
Telephone for stockists and future developments.

MAY AUDIO MARKETING U.K. LTD Areside
Mills, Cononley, Keighley, West Yorkshire, BD20 8LW.
Tel: 04535 632700. Fax: 01535 632887. Distributors of
High Quality audio products from LFD amplifiers,

Dialog. Also the new 24bit audio and video DVD player
and the outstanding new premium range of CD players.
All Micromega CD players play CDs like Vinyl

MORGAN AUDIO SYSTEMS LTD A range of
equipment hand built in the UK. consisting of 2 CD
player / D.A. converter / integrated & pre/power
amplifiers: The integrated amphfiers are designated
125/250/600. Priced at £249/£399/£999. Pre-power
versions of the 250/600 are priced at £799/£899. The
CD player @ €579 & DAC @ {399 offer astounding
performance and complete the 250 range. For further
info. please calk:- 0151 236 7667.

NOTTINGHAM ANALOGUE STUDIO Tel;
01773 762947. Design and manufacture of quality
analogue audio. We're in the business because we
realise how important music Is. Our turntable arms
and cartridges sel the world over a commitment to
providing all our customer’s with the best of
analogue. we love music.

OPTIMUM INTERNATIONAL 2000 A
beautiful and stunning range of support systems for
both hi-fi and audio visual equipment. Manufactured in
the U.K. for the new millennium. Comprising stylish
toughened safety glass and stainless steel support
rods. these products provide both visual and sound
performance. The new Premier range is totally
modular and therefore totally fiexible, susting the
needs of all customers. All models are fully spiked and
flat packed for ease of transportation. Please call for
further details. Tei/Fax. +44 (0) 1274 583249.

OPUSI/PENTACONE, Natural Acoustical Muslc
recorded on CD & LP. Three Dimensional. Dynamic
and Live. SYSTEM HARMONISING: A service to
extract the full potential of your hi-fi equipment by
careful and innovative methods of Synergy Tuning .
WE WERE AT THE RECORDING SESSION!! Because
we record live music we know what it sounds like. 4,
Cross Bank Road, Batley, W. Yorks. WFI7 8Pj.
TellFax: 01924 445039,

E-Ma I‘rcnuconc@hormail.com

+ http:/idspace.dial.pipex.com/nim

PLATFORM 7 High density marble ISOLATION
PLATFORMS for ail makes of equipment
RACKS/STANDS. An elegant way to UPGRADE.
Improves clarity: better BASS control. 3 Abbotts
Drive. North Wembley, Middlesex HAO 3SB. Tel:
0181 904 2646. Also NEALGAR DISTRIBUTION
Tel/Fax 01296 24756.

P.M. COMPONENTS LTD Are the specialist
component company for high end audio enthusiasts.
Also carbon tubesfaudio valves. Major stockists for
Golden Dragon. Mullard, GEC & Tecnix valves plus a
vast archive of vintage tubes.

PRISM ACOUSTICS LTD Prism House, Duncan
Street, Banff, Aberdeenshire, AB4S | EQ. Tel. 01261
818444, Fax 01261 818555, Hutp://www.prism-
acoustics.com E-mail: enquiries@prismacoustics.com
Prism Acoustics Ltd. Has pioneered the used of
Reflective Wave Technology (RWT) in the design of
all our Joudspeakers. Contact to find out more!

PREMIER MARBLE LTD Uncover the true
sound quality and potentsal of your system. Use the
natural benefits of granite and marble. These natural
materials offer better base definition, clarity, and
natural sound staging capabilities. CD/Turn-table
platforms, custom made stands, shelves or anything
you desire cut and polished to any shape or size
required.Tel: 01603 721995

REL ACOUSTICS North Road, Bridgend ind Est.
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan. CF31 3TP. UK. Tel. 01656
768 777, international +44 656 768 777. Fax. 01656
766 093, international. +44 656 766 093. Email:

n relnet Web: htep:/irelnet The UK's only
specialist sub-bass speaker manufacturer. *The only
one that works”. Get your dealer to give you a home
demo and find out what the fuss is all about.

RDE TANDBERG Hi-FI SERVICES Holly Tree
House, The Green, Full Sutton, YORK YO4 IHW,
Tel: 01759 372795, The service, overhaul and
reconditioning of all Tandberg hi-fi products
regardless of age.

RINGMAT DEVELOPMENTS Ringmat

lop PO Box 200, Br d, Essex CM1S
9FB. Tel: 01277 200 210 Ringmat is the first support
for a record on a turntable platter to be properly
designed and is now the lcading turntable mat for the
discerning listener. The recent XLR version of the
RINGMAT 330 MKIl improves performance still
further. Also now available are RINGMAT Platter
Inserts for Roksan Xerxes and Garrard 401
turntables, which bring significant improvements in
sound quality when used with the RINGMAT 330
MKLL and XLR record supports. In September 1997,

in hi-fi systems. Best selling products include RED,
SILVER PINK AND VIOLET interconnects, AST75x2
AST200x2 and $130x2 BrWire loudspeakers cables
and GREEN digital 75 ohm interconnect.

SOUND BYTES 72 Novar Drive, Hyndland.
Glasgow,. GI12 9TZ Tel. 0141 339 7595 Fax. 014] 339
7592 e-mail bytes@colloquium.co.uk. We speciahse
only in mass Ioadin; material. After hours exhaustively
testing SOUND BYTES with various types of speakers.
we know it works and so do you - we have never had a
single complaint. Call us for advise on how much to
adf to your equipment for the best performance and
the Jocation of your nearest dealer.

SOUND IMAGE UK LTD. 52 Milton Road,
London Swi4 GLRJeI: 0181 -255-6868. Importers and
distributors of the finest audio equipment, featuring the
stunning Bou;lder 2.000 series and the complete range
from Norwegian manufacturer Electrocompaniet.

{E SUGDEN & CO LTD Valley Works, Station
ane. Heckmondwike, West Yorkslire. WF16 ONF.
Tel. 01924 404088. Manufacturers of hand crafted
audio products. "A world of Music”. Call or write in for
information on our SDA-l Digital to Analogue
Converter, SDT-{ CD Player. A21a Class "A” Amplifier,
A25B Integrated Amplifier, A48 Integrated Amplifier,
AuSic Pre Amplifier, AuS|p Power Amplifier and more

TALK ELECTRONICS Unit 12, Farnborough
Business Centre, Eelmoor Road. Farnborougi\.
Hampshire, GU 14 7XA. Tel: 01252 378383. Please ring
for detatls

TARGET AUDIO PRODUCTS PLC Britannia
House, Leagrave Road, Luton, LU3 IR). The Audio
equipment, rack and speaker stand specialist. For
information on our products please teiephone or write.

TECH-LINK distributes some of the best performirlu(g
hi-fi and afv accessories currently available in the UK.
These include: Puresonic, best known for its range of
high performance interconnects and connectors, and
cable adapters for a wide variety of hi-fi and alv
applications in Its range; Tech-Link's own brand Switch
Boxes are the perfect solution to multiple applications
- for example, its highly acclaimed TAS-1 is a very
practical and inexpensive way of switching your
speakers between hi-fi and home cinema systems; and
Sﬁark - a range of very exclusive high quality cables,
interconnects and connectors.

For more information , contact:Tech-Link at Units 1/2.
76a Farnley Road, London. SE25 6NX. Tel:0181 771
8388, Fax: 0181 771 1840.

TEAC 5 Marlin House. The Croxley Centre, Watford
WD 8YA. Tel: 01923 819630. Fax: 01923 236290
Teac has already established a virtual world-d
in the manufacture of precision recording equipment
and data storage products and the company 13 now
urning its attention to its core hi-fi and audio related
products. The Tokyo Electro-Acoustic Company
¥1¢nce TEAC) was formed in 1956. Over the years
EAC has produced some of the world's most
outstanding recording equipment, including many
excellent aéordable home cassette decks (for which
the name TEAC became almost synonymous) and by
the time of the dawning of the digital age at the
beginning of the 1980's 1t was internationally
acknowledged as a world leader in audio technology
with a string of high fidelity firsts to its name. 1997 saw
a significant turning point for TEAC with the launch of
a superb new mini-system, a newly developed VRDS
muni CD player and a British designed CD player.

TRICHORD RESEARCH LTD Following on from
the highly acclaimed CD clock oscillator modifications
the Pulsar Series One digital to analogue converter.
This unique design Is part multibit and part bitstream
to give absolute Iinearitg over an extremely wide
dynamic range. Switchable between 18 or 20 bit
resolution this converter will become the standard for
CD replay. For detalls telephone 01684 573524.

VADIS AMPLIFIERS Kirkland. 32 Head Street,
Beith, Ayrshire KAIS 2EU Tel: 01505 504128 A new
manufacturer In Scotland producing a very different
valve power amplifier. The DIRECTgOUTP T (Patent
applied for) design, after two years of development, has
resulted in a power amplifier which dispenses with the
output transformer, yet has an output impedance of
only 0.2 ohm! Distortion is low at about 0.05%, and
because there is no output transformer the bandwidth
is very wide with no loss of power or increase in
distortion. The result ts astonishingly clear and natural
sound. Two versions hand made to order, the $15
wing {Sw per channel stereo, the M50, SO0w mono.
lack or colour fimish.

WILMSLOW AUDIO, 50 Main Street, Broughton
Astley, Leicester LE9 6RO. Tel. (01455) 286603 Fax.
(OHJS) 286605. “Extensive nnﬁe of Drive Units and
over 30 different designs of self-assembly kit. Drive
units include those from KEF, Dynaudio, Audax, Seas,
Peerless. Scanspeak and Morel. Everything required for
the loudsrnker Builder. and facilities to listen to the
kits in built up form.”

SERVICES & CONSVULTANTS

R. J. FLETCHER AUDIO VISUAL Tel: 01209
612260 Fax: 01209 710777. AK.G., Audio Innovations,
Audio Amalysis, Atacama, Audio Mech, Audionote.

di Audio Technica, Beyer, Cable Tatk, Denon,

Ringmat Developments unveiled its latest product -
STATMAT . chiming it to bring the biggest advance in
CD sound reproduction since compact discs were
introduced in 1983.

SHEARNE AUDIO P O BOX 22, Stevenage,
Hertfordshire G2 BHF, England Tel. 01438 7409§3.
Followmi the highly acclaimed Phase 2 integrated, by
adding the Phase { power amplifier and bi-amping,
Shearne Audio are continuing the design philosophy
of an upgradable system through the range.
Introducing the Phase 6, a superbly musical,
specialised pre-amplifier allowing owners of the Phase
2 or 3 or both to upgrade their systems to highly
specialised levels. also the introduction of the Phase
S, 100 watt Monoblock. These along with the phase 6

re-amplifier can be used via Phono inputs or
Ealance mode giving even greater versatility.

SONIC LINK The Derwent Business Centre,Clarke
Street,Derby. DEI 2BU Tel: 01332 361390, Fax:
01332 298836. “Makes the World's Finest Hi-Fi Cable
From the Highest Quality Materiais™ Soniclink
BLACK RHODIUM interconnect uses Rhodium plated
wire, VERMILION uses pure Titanium wire. 5-GOLD
mains cable improves the picture qualit{ tn TVs,
computer monitors and home cinema as well as sound

Foundation. Goldring, Harman Kardon, impulse. |BL.
LPW_ Klipsh, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Musical
idelity. NAD, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Ortofon, Precption,
Project, QED, §.D. Acoustics, SME. Sonic Link,
Soundstyle, Sugden, Target. TDL, Teac, Triangle.
Trichord, Vivanco.

STYLI

MUSONIC UK LTD Specialist manufacturer &
supplier of replacement & original styli for more than
40 years. Over 600 types stocked with many obsolete -
78 versions available. AlSWle - up cartridges, record,
tape, Cd accessories. Why not try us & hear the
difference!! Trade-Export enquiries welcome.
Tel/Faxfe-mail your requirements to: - Unit |3, Wenta
Business Centre, Colne Way, Watford, Herts, WD2
4NL Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355

e-mail: musonlc@compuserve. com

To advertise in
Meet Your Maker
call Amanda on
0171 289 3533
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by Haden Boardman

epending on which story you believe, the
D ‘modern’ suspended turntable, the ancestor of so
many decks (Linn LP12, Ariston RD11,

Manticore, Fons, etc) was either the Thorens TD150 or the
Acoustic Research XB. Both appeared at about the same
time in the early 1960s, so it was a case of either parallel
development or piracy. As no law suits went flying
(although they surely would today) and | have no wish to
upset the status quo, let's assume it was the former!

The AR deck is as rare as rocking-horse droppings in the
UK and, frankly, the 1970s version we got over here is not
as good as the Thorens nor anywhere near as tweakable. Its
arm is very poor indeed, and the suspension is light and
bouncy. Good in its day, it's now only a bargain at a car-
boot sale if it's going for less than a tenner.

Much more common and better are the Thorens
TD150/160 range. They remained in production from the
early 1960s through to the 1990s, and are very under-
rated disc spinners. Common to all is an AC motor and
metal sub-chassis and top-plate. The platter, sub-platter
and main bearing were also reassuringly substantial.

HI-FI WORLD

Visually, the TD150 has it for me. The ‘mini’ LP12
look (just remember the LP12 was the copy, and not the
"150) is just right. The later '160s may be heavier in plinth
build, but they really don’t look as handsome. Some
TD160 variants are finished in typical Seventies plastic
wrap, and the later Eighties versions come in real wood
veneer, but this doesn’t prevent them appearing a little
clumsy by comparison.

The TD150 Mk is just as good as the MklI, except for
the terrible arm which hamstrings the deck’s
performance. The Mkll’s arm looks just as unappealing,
but is actually better than a Rega RB300. When cash-
strapped a few years ago, | popped an Ortofon MC 10
Super in a Mkil and was staggered by what emerged from
the groove. This partnership shouldn’t have worked, but it
did - with a vengeance. | had just parted with a monster
high-end combo, costing many thousands of pounds, and
here was this £50 turntable with a £60 cartridge that blew
it away.

Sadly, the later TD160s suffered badly with useless
arms too. There are some real horrors here, with strange
plastic spacing devices instead of proper arm-height
adjustment, and oh-so-flexible bearings. The last versions
were available with a UK-fitted RB250, which was a fatal
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...the essence of a live
performance, the mood...
the rhythm... the soul.
You just can't beat it!

But you can come close, that's
why you own a hi-fi system.
That's also why you need to
use the very best cables you
can afford, because only then,
can you be sure that your
system is being allowed to
work to it's full potential.

We at QED recognise that the
only way to ensure the best
results, is to insist on an
unparalleled level of signal
accuracy. To prove this, we
undertook one of the most
comprehensive studies ever
undertaken, on how and why
cables effect system
performance*. Not that you
need to worry about the
technicalities, all you have to

do is enjoy the results!

* A summary of this.research “The
Genesis Report" is available on request

For a colour brochure on the full
product range call us now on
(01276) 451166

QED
Ve

QED Audio Products Ltd,
Ridgeway House, Ridgeway Close,
Lightwater, Surrey GU18 5XU
Fax:(01276) 452211

ifie vey best in Hi-Fi Cables and Email:panic@qed.co.uk
¢ T - 1S Internet:http://www.qed.co.uk
s@ories for over 25 years
esgories fo y
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Qnect 2 Price from £27.00/pair

MARCH 98

MARCH 98
"Qnect 2 was one of the "Great price, great
best-liked cables in the cable, well made.
test. Qnect 2 fully Nifty name, neat plugs.
deserves a Best Buy." Five stars. Next..."”

Qudos Silver  Price around €4.95/m

"..what a fabulous little cable this is! Insightful,
involving and able to dredge out even the smallest
of details, ...In a sensibly-priced system (say, £1000
or so) it’s a bargain.

Qudos Original

"Sensational sound...
You won't find a better
cable at this price.”

Price around £2.50/m

APRIL 96 *x * 1#{ w
Profile 4 x 4 ﬁ
"This is incredibly o

good valne cable, g ',"J’
revealing clarity and g
depth of image that is : 4:; ~;
downright stunning.

. :.g‘.&

We recommend the
QED unreservedly.”

APRIL 97 \
Price around £€9.00/m

1 8.8 & & ¢

Profile Silver 12

"It demonstrates
superlative resolution
with an airy treble that
brings acoustic .
instruments into
sharp focus. Bass is
excellent...”

Price around £15.00/m

1 8.8 & 8 ¢




mistake - this arm does not work on these little decks. For
similar reasons it failed to gel on the LP12.

Actually, one of the best options is to find an old Linn
arm. The Basik LVVs and LVXs sound as if they were
made to work hand-in-glove with the Thorens, and can
be bought for as little as £50. One of the finest record
players | heard was a Naim Aro/Koetsu cartridge on a
tweaked TD150. Crazy combo, but it sang.

As far as tweaks go, they are many and varied. Simple
stuff consists of throwing away the appalling platter mat
and, on all TD150s and earlier TD160s, removing the
crummy cardboard plinth base. This reaps massive
rewards for very little outlay.

Another common modification is to fit Linn LP12
springs in the place of Thorens’ own; the results can be
mixed though, and you will have to know a friendly Linn
dealer who will sell you the parts. Linn Valhalla power
supply boards also boost the deck’s sound massively, so
while you are in the dealer’s shop, see if they have any
second-hand Valhallas lurking about. Chances are they
will want lots of dosh for them, so you might find going
through our Classifieds more cost-effective. Those seeking
the highest order of upgrade should invest in something
more specialised. One to try is Martin Bastin’s PSU. It
costs £400 and will drive any turntable AC motors,
including those found on Garrards 401s and 301s. He
can be contacted at 225 Tettenhall Road,
Wolverhampton WV6 0DE.

The TD150 is somewhat more flexible as regards
fitting new arms. The arm board style was copied by
Linn, and its large dimensions make it simple to put on
any reasonable arm (beware anything too heavy - stick
with arms known to work well on the LP12). Technical
And General (tel: 01892 654534) will supply ready-cut
boards for a modest amount. It's not hard to cut your own
either, as long as you have enough knowledge about arm
length and correct alignment.

The deck shown in our photos reveals an upgraded
plinth system fitted around a TD150. This particular
example started life as a chassis model and was fitted into
the ubiquitous ‘radiogram’ cabinet. Its original arm was
removed, and a pilot light placed in the arm-lift control
hole. It's an easy formula to copy, and the little 150 does
benefit from a heavier plinth.

In some ways, this plinth was the major advantage of
the '160 over the ‘150, especially the later units where
heavy, high-density particle board was the chosen
material. The other step forward was the quality of the
main bearing.

The TD150s are physically smaller than the TD160s.
However, extended listening reveals very little difference
between the two models, with, if anything, the slightly
lighter sound of the '150 pipping the ‘160 at the post. The
difference is marginal, and depends a great deal on how
the decks are set up.

Replacement belts are required about every three to
five years depending on use. Again, it's down to your
local Linn dealer for an LP12 belt! Make sure you fit the
belt the right way round - get your dealer to point out the
polished side.

These decks offer a great deal for very little. Some

HI-FI WORLD

friends of mine, who owned a Gyrodec, recently set up a
TD160 as an interim measure while a new arm was fitted
to the Michell. Result? The Thorens stayed and the
Gyrodec was passed on - they really are that gooc. Don’t
bother with the lesser TD166, or even the TD147; stick
with the 150 and '160.

An early Mkl or Mkil TD150 will fetch anything
between £50 and £75 in standard triny; a TD160 from

The underside and sub-chassis
of this TD160 (above) benefit
from large amounts of

bituminous damping.

L e A -
£50 for an early Mk, to £200 for a late 'S’ deck. If you
just want to ‘plug and play’, get either a Mkl TD150 or a
late spec. TD160. If you don’t mind tinkering about and
searching out a better arm, any variant will do. They offer
sure-fire sound quality for pin money, and a lot of fun in
the tweaking departmente

Above: speed change on the

Thorens is achieved with a
stepped pulley and guide lever.
Below: The bearing on the
TD160 (right) is slightly larger
than the TD150’s.
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PICTULE THE SOUND

PROUDLY PRESENTS
Anthem range from Sonic Frontiers

Anthem CD1

Sweet sound and numerous feature
make the CD1 fine value for money
World Verdict

2@ e @

March 98

Wonderful natural sound: Masses of realism.
As a high-end contender this player is a
winner,

| WHATHERR) A A K ok K

™ jan 98

Anthem Integrated 1

..it’salso fast, dynamic and hugely
enjovable. It can‘rock too.

...it's style, design, musicality and
upgradability make it special.

IWHATIRIER A K ok A

Jan 97

Anthem Pre 1L

“...better sound than you've got any right to expect
at this price point - maybe even double. Very highly
recommended.”

stereophile Feb 98

it’s an amplifier that I’ll be sorry to see
go and that’s the highest
recommendation | can offer.

2@ e e

May 98

Anthem Amp 1

"...excels at just about every parameter,
... but the best part is the Amp 1's sheer musicality”.
Stereophile Feb 98

We proudly present the new
ALR/JORDAN RANGE
from Germany
English Sound
German Engineering

For your nearest stockist

~Tel: 01483 454991

Picture The Sound - 13 Weston Road, Guildford Surrey, GU2 6AU
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s much as it pains me to admit it,
f—\ sales of vinyl have been in
decline over the last decade.

Despite a resurgence several years ago
due to the Dance and Rave culture,
which encouraged mixing the music as

many people still think a CD player is
going to give faultless service for year
after year. Unfortunately, the plain fact of
the matter is that it won't, lasers usually
only lasting between two and eight years
with average usage. Their replacement
cost of anything between £60 and £160
makes changing a budget stylus every
year or so look very reasonable.

Even so, despite similar running costs,
CD remains a vastly more convenient
medium than vinyl. But hang on a
minute, what about sound quality? Surely
when listening to music this is of crucial
importance, and far more important than
mere convenience? Despite the
introduction of HDCD (High Definition
Compatible Digital) CD players,
equivalently-priced turntables still sound
superior to their CD counterparts. A
contentious point? Possibly, but I've
heard many an ardent CD supporter agree
as they point out that you simply can’t

“The difference a decent phono stage

can make to an integrated amp’s sound

quality is astounding, although it’s

frequently dismissed as an irrelevance by
the bulk of the hi-fi industry.”

much as dancing to it, CD is the
undisputed market leader. And it’s not
hard to see why that format also knocked
Compact Cassette off its podium -
dubious durability, slow access times and
sound quality that was never intended to
be of high fidelity in the first place have
seen to the demise of cassette. It looks as
though Minidisc will firmly drive home
the final nail in cassette’s coffin.

You might have thought that the
arguments for buyers’ preference of CD
over vinyl would be similar. After all, the
LP is undoubtedly less user-friendly,
much bulkier, more scratch-prone and
there are no in-car units (can you
imagine the size a car’s central console
would have to be to accommodate one!)
The players themselves also require care
and attention, what with levelling,
cartridge alignment, stylus replacement
and so on.

Having said that, it’s surprising how

HI-FI WORLD

buy a lot of recordings on vinyl.

These arguments have all been well
documented, but what has received less
attention is an area concerned with
vinyl’s demise in terms of sound quality,
where the blame lies not at the door of
the record industry but amplifier
manufacturers.

The difference a decent phono stage
can make to an integrated amp’s sound
quality is astounding, although it’s
frequently dismissed as an irrelevance by
the bulk of the hi-fi industry. This is a
point which has recently been brought
home to me after testing a couple of
highly capable phono stages at two price
extremes (NAD’s £40 PP1 and Anthem'’s
£900 Pre 1P).

In the past I've found that a good
phono stage at £300-£800 can make a
far greater improvement to a given
system than spending the equivalent
amount on any other component. In

particular | remember a combination of
the original Pioneer A-400 (£230 at the
time) with a Kinshaw phono stage (£550)
which proved so devastatingly effective
with vinyl that ! really couldn’t think of
any vinyl-compatible integrated
amplifier which could compete at twice
the price. And if that sounds like a
typical case of journalistic hype (heaven
forbid!), | should mention that it was an
opinion also held by many others in the
hi-fi industry (but not the press) at the
time.

Seeing as the quality of a phono stage
plays such a large part in the final
reckoning of a turntable’s sound quality,
it comes as quite a shock to see how few
designers take it seriously. Of those that
even bother to fit one as standard in the
first place (including some of the most
prestigious manufacturers), many resort to
the cheapest components - paying £1000
for an amplifier with a phono stage is no
guarantee of sweet sounding LP
reproduction.

I suspect that the manufacturers’ view
is that, for anyone serious about vinyl,
there is always the option of an external
equaliser. This is fine as far as it goes.
Rotel can provide one such device for as
little as £130 in their RQ-970BX. The
main stumbling block is that, by and
large, none but the most serious hi-fi
addicts want yet another box and set of
interconnects clogging up their racks.
And why should they? We've seen in
recent years the demise of budget DACs,
as the standards of integrated machines
have reached a level which makes them
unnecessary. Now if manufacturers were
to add phono stages of the quality of the
Rotel RQ-970BX or Musical Fidelity X-LP
to their amplifiers, it might make them
£100 or so more expensive but the
results would be far more impressive.

Of course, manufacturers will never
do this as it would turn a £300 amplifier
into a £400 one, leaving it at the mercy of
higher-priced line-level-only competitors.
In any case, the damage has already been
done, and it would be a mistake to look
back and think
“what if. . .” But when pondering the
demise of vinyl, do spare a thought for
the fact that what happened wasn't
entirely the format’s own fault - integrated
amps’ phono stages weren’t perhaps the
best they could have been. But then |
don't suppose this did the very same
manufacturers’ sales of CD players any

harm!
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Your ship has come in!!

23 Langley Broom
Langley Berkshire SL.3 8NB

TEL: (01753) 542761 : FAX: (01753) 772532
OPENING HOURS:

10am - 8pm Monday - Saturday (By appointment)

ACUXrus

ROt n 1 e The Acurus ACT 3 is a breakthrough in surround
sound processing preamplifiers.

Engineered and made in the USA its sonic
i performance and useful features are superior to
processors selling for over £10,000.

At under £1,800 the ACT 3 is another very good
reason Acurus is internationally acclaimed as the
world'’s finest value in audio.

Performance:

DTS®: MPEG®: Dolby Digital®:

Dolby Prologic®: DSP Music Modes:
Custom Algorithms: DC Coupled Outputs:
Discrete Class A Output Stage:

20 Bit D/A Converters for all Channels

Features: Too many to list for the space left!!

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR YOUR NEAREST STOCKIST PLEASE CONTACT - AUDIO ILLUSION

HOLFIX

For The Sake (f YNusic
Features:

JSattery Flower
Single Cnded
on _Ffeedback design
Non F 9

PIvoducts:
Jntegrated Amplifiers
COD-Plagers S Tuner

Pve S Plowevamplifiers
Joudspeakers S~ urntable

Distribution: Kiakaha U.K. Ltd
Email: damo99@aol.com
Tel: 07 050 050 911




COMFUSION o suxseut

Some manufacturers like to load their CD players with a huge number of features - Over The Top.

Many of them are rarely used. All of them cost money.
Every pound spent on gimmicks and superficial extras, means less money spent where it really counts.

AUNAD, we always remain committed to our ‘Sound First’ philosophy,
so although our CD players may not have the longest list of features, you can be sure that each and every one has
been carefully considered in terms of its cost, and overall contribution to the sound quality.

Contact us at the address below for more information on the complete NAD range. 20,

ob‘"sz

o ersarny
K
Argeso™

Dept. HFW, 15 Faraday Road, Aylesbury
Buckinghamshire HP19 3RY
Telephone: 0700 00 AUDIO

0700 00 28346
E-mail: sales@nad.co.uk
Web: hitp://www.nad.co.uk



The KE ur all new buc gr il

viding a massive 40 watts of pure valve sound, with 4 line level inputs and
one tape output, fully controllable from the front panel. The KEL34’s sim-
ple and elegant circuit design utilises a 6AU6 pentode input valve, an
ECC82 double-triode phase splitter and a push-pull pair of Ei 6CA7s (a
turbo-charged EL34). The result is a typically sweet, open valve sound
with atypical bass control and power. And with 40watts output, KEL34
will work its magic into ‘speakers of average sensitivity too. “When | first
heard the KEL34 under test | was astonished at the sirong, punchy bass
which, good as it was, did not compromise the,smooth clarity and true
detailing in the treble. What | most appreciated about this amp was the
sumptous valve midrange; the feeling that the sounds were being painted
from a broad and secure palette.” At the price, this kit is second to none
and will open up the benefits of valve amplification to a whole new class
of audio nuts! Weight 10kg. External dimensions with valves: 33cm(w) x
27.5cm(d) x 18cmth).

300B VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT

This is a specialised 28watt amplifier based on the highly linear 300B triode valve.
Our 3008 runs in Class A, giving one of the most sweet, open and neutral sounds pos-
sible today. Matched with good loudspeakers, it is unsurpassed. All parts are includ-
ed in the kit, except valves since different 300B makes are available. Weight 26kg, Q'\u...,

external dimensions with valves 44cmiw) x 35cm(d) x 20cmt(h). -~

K5881 Mkil VALVE AMPLIFIER KIT
r A 20wa ass A pewar amplificr thet uses reliable
Mkl with SRPP oo 00 I acaltEion of the
H | American 6L6, designed for low distortion audio
lnpw Sfage' work. Now with a super shunt regulated push-pull
{SRPP) input stage K5881 offers amazing sound quality. It can be used with a sim-
ple passive pre-amp or one of our own pre-amplifiers, and it matches modern loud-

speakers well. Weight 15kg external dimensions with valves 40cm(w) x 32.5cm(d)
x 17c¢mth).

K95881 MKkl Upgrade kit

Upgrade your pre November 1996 K5881 amplifier to Mkl status.
The kit converts your amplifier to the new 7025 double triode input
stage in place of the original EF86 pentode input.

KLP1 VALVE LINE PREAMP

The KLP1 line level preamp uses one an elegant cath-
ode follower line drive circuit to give a sound of
remarkable clarity and detail. The components are all
high quality and include Alps volume control, Sovtek
valves, silver plated wire etc. With a gain off x1, it
matches our sensitive power amplifiers. Beautifully
built, with solid machined alloy fascia and gold
anodised knobs, it looks com-

pact and elegant in the

home.  Weight 5kg

external  dimensions

28.5cm(w) x 23emid) x

8cm(h).

KLPP1 VALVE PHONO
PREAMPLIFIER

KLPP1 has five line inputs, a tape input with mon-
itor, and a unique low noise valve MM/MC phono
stage. There is a switchable subsonic filter to pre-
vent output transformers of valve amplifiers satu-
rating. The line stage has gain, so it will drive any
power amplitier. Audio grade camponents are used
and many parts are custom made for highest qual-
ity. KLPP1 has a super clear
sound, sweet and detailed
through line and phono

inputs. Weight 6.5kg

external dimensions

28.5cmiw) x 23cmid) x 8cm(h).

—

An audiophile parallel-single-ended valve amplifier at an affordable price.
K5881PSE uses the reliable Russian 5881 output valve. Its 17watts is
enough to drive most loudspeakers, making high-end sound quality and
design available to everyone. Can be easily monoblocked to give 32watts.

Weight 17kg external dimensions with valves 40cm{w) x 32.5cm(d) x

17cm(h).




KLS10 HIGH TECHNOLOGY COMPACT MONITOR

KLS10 GOLD SUBWOOFER

Want high technology loudspeakers, without a high cabinet high price?
You couldn't do better than build KLS10, our latest mini-marvel. Using
an Audax carbon fibre bass/midrange unit, married to the world's niost
I advanced tweeter, the piezo-electricgold dome HD3P from Audax,
KLS10 offers high performance from a small package. The main ‘speak-
ers are.designed to work alone, or with a dedicated subwoofer to extend
their bass. Alone, they are ‘suited to near-wall mounting and can be
tuned by port adjustment to suit personal taste and location. They are
easy 10 drive andsneed just 30-60watts. Those who want the bass ol a
big loudspeaker can buile our'inexpensive dedicated subwoofer atia lit=
tle extra cost @r intrusion into the room, this custom designed addiion
ofters big loudspeaker pefformance. KLS10 is unique. Technically
advanced, yet compact and relatively inexpensive. There is little 1o
match it. Sensitivity 89dB 1W/Im, 15mm MDF, internal volume 9Lirs,
external dimensions 19cm(Ww) x 31¢cm(h) x 23cmtd).

DRIVE UNITS & CROSSOVER KIT £394.00

DRIVE UNITS ONLY £358.00

KLS9 TWO WAY FLOORSTANDER

Here's a starn for KLSE, with'its 74 align-
ment bass cabinet and Audax High Definition
Aerogel 8in bass/midrange unit: Designed by
Noel Keywood o possess optimal bass damping
and a clean step response. Aided by a teensy bit
of bass lift, KLSY really thundlers; it will re-
arrange your furniture. Bul it does not waile,
failing silent when there’s no bass in the

- music.Aided by a high power 1in fabric dome
tweeter, KLSY is detailed, evenly balanced and
images superbly. It is an easy 12ohm load and is
B88dB sensitive. For amps up to 60W. Easy to
Easy to build and great for beginners. " Internal
volume 70Ltrs, 18m MDF external dimensions
25¢mitwd x 93emih) x 40cmidi.

DRIVE UNITS &
CROSSOVER KIT £230.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £160.00

KLS3 THREE WAY CARBON-FIBRE
DRIVER LOUDSPEAKER

KLS. uses extrenely light and stift carbon-fibre
cone drive units for a fast, accurate sound. A
dedicated 4inch carbon-fibre midrange drive
unit provides the clean, smooth and detailed
midrange characterised by superb projection. Its
high 90dB sensitivity and near tlat 8ohm imped-
ance make it one of the easiest loudspeakers to
drive. An ideal loudspeaker for high-end valve
amplifiers. 25mm MDF, internal volume 60Ltrs,
external dimensions 26cm(w) x 100cmith) x
35¢mid).

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £350.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £230.00

KLS4 TWO WAY CARBON FIBRE DRIVER LOUDSPEAKER

Atw e er T } f

Our new KiS10 Gold
subwoofer was designed
to compliment KLS10
Gold stand mounters by
providing a deep and
open bass. The sub-
woofer is inexpensive,
gasy to build, comprising
a simple crossover net-
work'to a high quality 8
inch"Acrogel, dual voice
¢oil bass unit. A must for
all KLS10 Gold cus-
tomers. Sensitivity 89dB,
volujme 25 litres, external dimensions 28cm(w) x
43cm(h) x 34cm(d). Drive unit and crossover
£149.95 GBP Drive unit only £71.00GBP

KLSS Gold Mk Il ADVANCED
TECHNOLOGY THREE WAY

s the latest version of

Audax s innovative oval gold dome piezo
electric tweeter, giving it the sweetest and
most extended treble.

Married to a 4in. carbon tibre cone
midrange criver ior neuiral and clear repro-
duction, and a poweriul 8in. bass driver for
superb cepth, this is our top-oi-the-line ref-
erence ‘speaker. Sensitivity 90dB at

W/ m, 25mm MDE, imternal volume
60Ltrs, external dimensions «bemiw) X
100cmth) x 35cmid).

DRIVE UNIT &
CROSSOVER KIT £575.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £450.00

KLS8 TWO WAY HIGH SENSITIVITY

With a sensitivity of 94dB, KLS8 needs
very little power. Its 101n. profession-
al bass driver and horn loaded tweet-
er give it a BIG sound. Ideal for low
power amplifiers. Provides high level
listening without fatigue! Internal vol-
ume 50.5ltrs, 18m MDF, external
dimensions 29cm{w) x 6&5cm(h) x
36¢cm(d).

DRIVE UNIT &
CROSSOVER KIT £260.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £175.00

d bass, plus light and fast carbon-fibre drivers. Sensitivity 86dB
sions 21.6cm(w) x 42cm(h) x 25.8cm (d)

MDFE, 1 | 3 r €

DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVER KIT £230.00 DRIVE UNIT PACK £120.00

T e ety Uparade your KLS3s fo Gold

lex | ¢ K m  status. Includes latest oval
dimensions make it easy to accommodate, but it uses top quality car- :
bon-fibre drivers, so performance isnt compromised. An audiophile g0|d dowe piezo tweeter
bargain. Sensitivity 86dB at 1W/1m 12mm MDF, internal volume and all compo-

18Ltrs, external dimensions 15cmiw) x 80cm(h) x 22cm(d).
DRIVE UNIT & CROSSOVERKIT-£195.00
DRIVE UNIT PACK £110.00

hents.



Titanium dome tweeter.

Extruded oluminium cabinet.

Die-cast aluminium top cap.

Gold plated bi-wire terminals.

FOR DETAILS ON CELESTION C SERIES PLEASE CONTACT: CELESTION CONSUMER DIVISION, D&PT HFW25, FREEPOST MA 1332
ECCLESTON ROAD, TOVIL, MAIDSTONE, KENT ME15 6BR. TELEPHONE (01622) 687442. WEBSITE http://www.celestion.com

£

These may be the best looking speakers ever
made - but our engineers hope you'll ignore their
stunning appearance.

They admit that the extruded aluminium cabinets
are undeniably elegant. But they want you to
appreciate how their shape and rigidity reduces
infernal resonance.

And they can understand how you might be
seduced by the gorgeous titanium dome tweeter.
But they’ll ask you to close your eyes and enjoy its
remarkable clarity instead. After all, it's thanks to
their pioneering work in Finite Element Analysis
that the HF response is so uncannily accurate
and smooth,

Of course, they acknowledge that people are
impressed by the sight of dual sets of gold plated
binding posts and massive bus bar connections
between the terminals and the crossover. But they
respectfully point out that uncompromised signal
transfer is what really counts.

At Celestion, we've always been quietly proud of
our loudspeaker technology. But sometimes,

design genius is just impossible to hide.

CELESTION



WARNING |
THESE ARE EXPERT KITS, NOT FOR THE INEXPERIENCED. YOU MUST BE ABLE TO SOLDER AND READ A CIRCUIT DIAGRAM. THE VALVE KITS |
CONTAIN LETHAL VOLTAGES. WE CANNOT BE HELD RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY ERRORS ARISING FROM THE CONSTRUCTION OF THESE KITS. i
ORDER FORM :
Please send your completed order form to: WORLD AUDIO PUBLISHING LTD, 64 Castellain Road, Maida Vale, London W9 1EX |
Tel/Fax: 0171 221 0691 or Tel: 0171 289 3533 Fax: 0171 289 5620 I
240/120 option - delete the voltage NOT required. Valves included except where otherwise stated.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE A DATA SHEET ON ANY OF THE KITS, PLEASE WRITE A ‘D’ IN THE QTY BOX I
WARNING - world Audio Publishing Ltd accept no responsibility for kits, parts or modifications made or supplied by third parties. :
DESCRIPTION ORDER No. QTY UK OVERSEAS |
(inc VAT & carriage) (exc. VAT)
AMPLIFIER KITS '
KEL34 40W push-pull integrated amplifier ............... KEL34-K240/120 ..o L e £295 ...... .. £260 I
K5881 MkIl 20W push-pull valve amplifier................ K5881-K240/120.......ccovvvvveeeeneeec L e 395" Pl . . 5. . £350 |
K5881 MKII BUIlt.......o.ooiiiie e K5881-B240/120........ooeeviiieiiiivie i, R505maio 3 - - £550 |
K5881PSE 17W single-ended amplifier.................... K5881PSE-K240/120.......ccoceinine = - .. FE50. & . ca-. . £555 |
KS5881PSE BUilt.........cooviiiiiiiieiii e K5881PSE-B240/120......cvovioeeeenl L £850 ........£725 |
300B 28W valve power amplifier (Not inc. Valves)...300B-K240/120 ... L T E8500 ). . . 4. " £725 1
300B Built (Not inc. Valves) ..., 300B-B240/12088. . 7 S S s S . ... . . - - - oo £1150........£950 |
KLP1 line level pre-amplifier ............cccoovinncnnn. K P A=K 24 O/ 1 2 (R s E3408 1 . ... £295 |
KLP A BLilt ... R ey ... KLLP 1= B 24 0/ 1122 G S S ... . - . £545 .. ... ...£465 |
KLPP1 valve phono pre-amplifier .............ccceceein. KLPP1-K240/11207.. 25 L S, 270 P IO . ... £495 .. ... ... 8425 I
KL P P 1 Bt .. o R - . - - KEPP1-B240AI2CSSEa ... .. 5. G . ... £696 .. ... .. £595 I
LOUDSPEAKER KITS l
KLS10 2-way carbon-fibre standmounter loudspeaker with piezo gold tweeter |
Drive Units + Crossover kit etC ............coceeeeieeee . . KLS10-C oL i, STRICEL S o £343 I
Drive Units........ S5 S S et st .. [K(=S10-[0)".. SNSRI ... .. .. . oo S e e E3D8NS . .. ... £311 I
KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit + Crossover Kit etc ....... KESHO-SUDGHINSETII. . AANE SEY. . Jox.m £149.95 ... ... £130 I
KLS10 SUBWOOFER Drive Unit.........ccccoiiinninn. KLS10-SubD (1 x HM2102Z2)............” i 271 o o AR £61
KLS3 3-way carbon-fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker |
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Drive Units..... o3 st MRe .t 1 . KL S 3D . .o | ... - £450 ...... .. £392 |
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Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ...........ccccieeeininnne. K LS 42 e - e U S SRR . N £230 . ... ... £200 |
Drive UNItS......oiiiiiieie ettt BSOS s IR i e £120 ... .. .. £105 I
KLS7 2-way carbon fibre driver floorstanding loudspeaker
Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC ...........cocooveiiniiinn, KIEST -Gl B Sl | St e 2115 N S £170 !
DIV UNILS........ooooveeeeeveee oo eeeeseeesesenesceseesoe e KIETED et e b il ... 0l i ¥l R . . £95 |
KLS8 2-way high sensitivity standmounting loudspeaker |
Drive Units + Crossover Kit etC .........c.ocoeeviiiiiiienne FUES BEEE I e o e BT gEECT: - - -« i Bl oo e e £260 .. ... ... £225 |
DIive UNItS ..o FESEI DI I L0 SO 1 L 1] S ey . 8. ... .. £150 |
KLS9 2-way HDA driver floorstanding loudspeaker |
Drive Units + Crossover kit etc ..., NG oonnnannnn o saaonsoon WO oo 3 IRl PG S -3 2500 i S £200 |
Drive Units. ... ens s seussmss s . S [RIESIEHD) oo sonnaaosacsos B coraa e e A £160 ...... .. £140 |
AUDAX DRIVE UNITS |
Carriage and packaging please add £6.00 for one unit or a tweeter pair, otherwise add £15.00 for 2-6 units * Not applicable to overseas prices |
High Definition Aerogel Drivers * |
3inch midrange, 93dB ..o RIMRIOOZAD) s o o i fe R 225 £30 |
4inch midrange, 92dB ............cccooiiiiiiiiii, VNS OZ 0 N . . . » 1 L1 W, I SO £47 ... ... £40 |
6.5inch bass/mid, 91dB............ccocoiviiiiiniii R @ADL, .. v o s AN CONT = S =S i oo HOB it . . ....£45 |
8iNCh bass, O1aB .. e iueunmsisans b dagsstanh doss< nre . SR RIVZNOZD 5 s s R R FIR e BOANS . | . . ... . £55 I
10inch bass, 90dB ..o PR w5, . - L CHATESRRQE TN MR X SeE . . . . ... £65 I
Carbon Fibre Drivers
4inch midrange, 90dB ...........ccooiviiiiiiini e, RIMIUSOCE. - e f AN PR e - e A R ¢ 1 |
6.5inch bass/mid, 90dB...................ccoo.ovverrrrr A GO o 0y e S £47 ... ... £40 |
8inch bass, 90dB .........ccocoiiiiii RMRIOC,, S TERER T T PO . . . ... £50 I
Paper Cone Drivers |
10inch paper cone bass, 95dB ...........ccccoivviniiiins PR2 4 0 e et S SO | R S .- - ROV : . o . o . £55 i
13inch paper cone bass, 97dB ............ccci S SRRI0 V) . s ommoom, = Pocooomoes T = e | N a7 .. . ... £125 |
Fabric Dome Tweeters |
25mm 92dB for 2 way systems...........ccooiiiiiiiiini TIVV Q25N O I M. o' s il oo SIS . . . . . . £13 |
25mm 92dB for 3 way systems. ..., TWOZEM O s o T il R SO 215 £14 I
25mm horn loaded 97dB...........ccccooioiiiiiie e, BRSNS L e SR £25 ... ... £21
34mm 93dB - powerful sound............cccceiviiinniennen, TWOBAX0 ...ttt v eiieeeenas £06 . wndma . ... £22 I
Oval Gold Piezo electric dome tweeter, 89dB .......... HD-BP ... i, SIB0 | twdd . - - £110 |
(Please telephone for further details regarding other Audax Drive Units). :
NAME: CREDIT CARD ORDERS TEL: 0171 266 0461 (24 hours) OVERSEAS PRICES & DETAILS [
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Please debit my account no: for carriage charges, which must |
POST CODE: be added to the net price. I
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THE ART OF CONDUCTING

Jon Marks interviews DNM’s Denis Morecroft
in our continuing journey into cable technology.

Left: DNM’s
view of the
magnetic field
generated
around a
multi-strand
cable. To the
right, the same

for solid-core.

ast month, Andrew Lord, QED’s
L cable designer, revealed some of the

secrets which go into successful
cable construction. But as anyone who's
tried to track down the right cables for
their equipment knows, there’s more than
one way to go. So after the multi-strand
methodology of QED, we examine the
merits of solid-core with DNM’s Denis
Morecroft.

JM  What factors do you consider in
designing your cables?

DNM  When design decisions are made
they are invariably influenced by pre-
conceived ideas as to the function of the
item in question. Conclusions reached on
cable parameters like skin effect,
capacitance, resistance and inductance
have all been based on assumptions about
the required bandwidth and power
transmission necessary for the highest
possible fidelity. There is no evidence at
all that these assumptions are valid for the
best listening experience and most
significantly, the blind pursuit of some of
these specifications can seriously damage
amplifier performance and the sound that
can then be achieved in the home.

The fact that skin effect causes cable
resistance to increase gradually at higher
audio frequencies is thought to be a
problem by some audio engineers.
However, another interpretation can
throw a completely different light on the
problems, so that certain skin effect and
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resistance characteristics become
advantages rather than problems!

Even before the first DNM solid-core
cables appeared in 1984, we were
convinced that most sonic differences
attributed to cables originated in the high-
frequency interface between the
amplifiers, cables and loads.

Engineers have been reluctant to admit
to serious problems at very high
frequencies. After all, such effects could
never be heard directly (the frequencies
involved extend into the Radio region
between 50kHz and 10MHz), so it
requires a twist of the imagination to see
how such problems at RF could have any
audible consequences.

Amplifiers are generally viewed as
straightforward devices with every aspect
of their performance under the control of
the designer. In an ideal world this would
be the case and indeed, in the future such
design control may become available.
Right now though, it’s not like that at all.
All real-world amplifiers are designed to
handle audio frequencies, but they self-
correct and therefore really operate at very
high frequencies. Many high-frequency
self-correcting (feedback) circuits
operating together will inevitably produce
lower-frequency audible effects through
intermodulation. Any change (however
slight) made to such a system will produce
an audible change.

The real problem is that high-
frequency control in audio amplifiers is
not precise enough, and there are too

many external factors which can interfere
with the internal operation of this
delicately-balanced system. Cables
connected to the amplifier input, output,
ground and power supply all form part of
a complex interaction. A change to the
impedance of any one port in such a
system will alter the way it works, so
every time a cable is changed the
amplifier sound will alter.

The problem is therefore complex,
apparently hopelessly so. However, even
without having to completely redesign the
amplifier to tackle these difficulties at
source, it is possible to arrange the cable
parameters to isolate the amplifier from
the outside world at frequencies that
approach its correction frequency.

The typical correction frequency is in
the MHz region, so a combination of high
inductance, low capacitance and
moderate resistance can help to improve
the amplifier’s overall performance.

When considering these factors it is
vital to remember the intended
application. For domestic audio the power
levels are rarely high and this can be
exploited to increase the system
resolution, which has the interesting effect
of enhancing perceived system power. At
interconnect level the power is even
lower, so cable parameters should ideally
be scaled down to further improve
resolution.

M Which parameters (capacitance,
resistance, inductance) do you think it’s
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most important to optimise?

DNM  The three main cable parameters
can be optimised for an audio feedback
amplifier as follows:-

Capacitance presents a short circuit to
the amplifier output at feedback
correction frequencies and so should be
minimised. The only reason for increasing
capacitance might be to attempt to control
cable impedance with a view to stopping
RF reflections, but if it worsens amplifier
performance it would be futile. Reducing
the cable capacitance will generally
increase its inductance.

Higher inductance will prevent the
highest frequencies being transmitted at
full level to the load, so inductance
cannot be increased indefinitely. In
reality, the limit is much higher than any
conventional cables would reach over
domestic distances. However, the
amplifier really likes to see a load that
increases with frequency, and this is
dominant among the factors which
increase sound quality,

Pure resistance causes loss of power
transmission in a non-frequency-selective
way. The only factor affecting frequency
response is the speaker impedance curve,
which will cause the cable’s resistive loss
to change with frequency.

As with inductance, amplifiers are
content to drive resistive loads - from the
amplifier’s point of view, cable resistance
is no bad thing. Any requirement for ultra-
low cable resistance to allow the amplifier
o damp unwanted loudspeaker cone
movement amounts to bad loudspeaker
design and cannot be condoned under
any circumstances. Such a system would
require a dedicated set of amplifier, cables
and loudspeakers and would be difficult
o optimise.

JM Do you think non-metallic
conductors, such as the carbon fibres van
den Hul use, have any advantages over
more traditional materials?

DNM  The carbon-based designs which
| have tested to date have not shown
specific advantages over well-designed
metal cables, and as the material is
inherently more resistive, there do not
appear to be any real advantages worthy
of future development.

IM  Some of our readers have reported
good results using co-axial cable between

amp and loudspeakers. Do you think this
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is a direction manufacturers might head in?

DNM  Co-axial cables could be used to
advantage with an amplifier purpose-
designed to drive a medium-to-high
capacitance, low-inductance load in an
impedance-matched, RF-non-reflective
situation. They would not make a good
general-purpose solution though.

JM  What do you see as the drawbacks
of conventional thick, multi-strand cables
when compared to the solid-core
topology you prefer?

DNM  Ultra-low-resistance multi-
stranded cables are usually capacitive,
which creates a low-resistance path into a
short circuit at high frequencies, thus
ensuring that the amplifier loses control of
its own feedback circuit. Long before
instability sets in, amplifier sound quality
suffers badly.

The most important aspect of large-
section multi-stranding is magnetic rather
than diodic effects. It is impossible for any
large-section cable to handle rapidly
changing AC signal without generating
eddy currents. This, more than any other
effect, damages the delicate audio signal.

The modern preoccupation with cable
resistance has resulted in some
extraordinary design decisions in the
world of audio cables. Cable diameters
routinely reach 10mm-15mm and
resistance is many times lower than
necessary.

Ironically, these large-section cables
are often terminated with relatively high-
resistance ‘pigtails’ and spade terminals,
which offer poor connection quality in
long-term use. The audio signal also runs
through much smaller diameter
conductors of various kinds at both ends
of the heavy cable.

The amplifier-to-cable interface is
usually thin cable or PCB track with
perhaps 1/1000 of the area of the main
cable. At the ‘speaker end a poor quality
link through a connector panel is perhaps
followed by thinner cable inside the box.
The crossover itself normally consists of
relatively thin wire inductors followed by
even thinner wire in the drivers’ voice
coils.

These ‘weaknesses’ left in the system
are probably the only thing preventing a
complete collapse in system performance.
An ampilifier connected directly to cable
with 150sq mm cross section might well
become completely unstable as the

circulating eddy currents (formed by
transient signals in the cable) create
transient capacitance of enormous
magnitude in a completely non-signal-
related way. A brief explanation on why
this can happen is as follows.

In audio there is a tendency to ignore
important effects which are well known
and understood in other areas of
engineering. One example of this comes
under the general heading of ‘magnetic
effects’. A basic understanding of these in
audio equipment results in design
disciplines new to audio which affect all
parts of the system, including cables.

The magnetic field generated around
an audio cable is as complex as the
current in the cable. When examining
magnetic effects in audio, the rate of
change of the signal is arguably the most
important consideration, and by
definition, rates of change are high and
complex in music. The faster the rate of
current change, the stronger the induced
magnetic effects will be.

In addition to the desired signal
current, another type of current can flow
in a conductor. It is called eddy current.
The best way to visualise it is to think of a
rapidly flowing mass of water and recall
the small swirls of current that are
frequently seen in the main flow.

The causes of such swirls in the two
different media are very different, but the
end result is similar. In the world of
electrical engineering, eddy currents are
understood at least to the point where
they can be exploited. For example, eddy
currents drive the mechanism used in your
domestic electricity meter, and large
trucks crossing mountain passes are
slowed by eddy-current braking systems to
reduce wear on their normal brakes.

In the simplest terms, a large cross
section of conductor material (a fat cable)
will suffer from eddy current problems
when handling audio signal. In fact, it is
true to say that all cables generate some
eddy currents, but they rapidly worsen as
the cable cross section increases.

I mentioned the design disciplines
resulting from awareness of magnetic
effects. Imagine the implications for
amplifier design, where there are so many
areas in which magnetic interference can
occur - for instance, power transistors
tightly bolted to heavy aluminium heat
sinks, heavy metal cases close to signal
processing circuits, transformer effects on
metal casework, etc. But all that is another

story!
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If there’s something
truly special about a
loudspeaker - the
chances are you’ll
find it at K] West One.

The beautiful
Sonus Faber Guaneri
is a perfect example.

On first hearing this
remarkable speaker,
we were tempted to
‘rediscover’ some of
our favourite or
special recordings

For the sheer fun of it,

Guarneri by Guarneri
was a temptation we
simply couldn’t resist,
and a 1973 recording
(Decea PFS 4265) by
Josef Sakonov playing

one of these precious
instruments on pieces
by Godard, Sternhold,
Massenet, Korngold
and others, recreates
an ethereal delicacy

from this old vinyl
disc that is chilling to
experience.

Joseph Guarneri del
Gesu was both an

innovator and master
of his craft. Attention
was drawn to his
instruments by Nicolo
Paganini whose own
“Red Cannon” can be
seen in the town hall
at Genoa.

Now, this beautiful
loudspeaker by Sonus
Faber enables us to
distinguish all such
qualities in every type
of music.

Hear it for yourself, at
KJ West One.

If it’s this special, you know
it will be at KJ West One

A representative selection from the wide

"

MERIDIAN
DSP 6000

The integrity of digital sound
technology is demonstrably
evident when auditioning a

Meridian system. Indisputably

the leaders in digital hi-fi,

Meridian’s consumate top end

loudspeaker, the DSP 6000 can

‘explode’ with drama on rock

tracks, while also providing the
smoothest and most relaxing
renditions of less fiery works.

KJ West One 26 New Cavendish Street

A.R.S ACOUSTICA
SYSTEM MAX

Entise ‘in-house’ component
manufacturing, including the
formulation of exclusive
materials, ensures that these
outstanding Canadian speakers
offer an incredibly realistic
performance. Already they have
won high praise in some of the
world's most critical audiophile
markets, and are now available
for audition at KJ West One.

y

WILSON BENESCH
ACT 1 & THE BISHOP

A world class British company
with a convincing intellectual
and technplogical approach to
design and production. Their
multi-award winning ACT 1
loudspeakers are now jeined by
the awesome *Bishop' - the
company's top model (World
launch at KJ) which has already
shot to No.1 position amongst
discerning reviewers in Europe.

MARTIN LOGAN
REQUEST

Our personal enthusiasm for
electrostatic loudspeakers has
been with us for many years,
and this exciting new model
from Martin Logan has
suddenly re-stimulated our
critical faculties. Quite literally,
its transparency is a revelation,
on favourite jazz and blues
discs, we've never been so
involved with the musicians!

WEST ONE

London WIM 7HA Tel:0171 486 8262/3

range of superior loudspeakers currently on demonstration at KJ West One

-

PROAC
RESPONSE 5

When a range of speakers with
such wide price differentials
has universal appeal, you know
their new ‘flagship’ is going to
be something special - and it is!
The new Response 5 offers the
sonic precision and dynamics
of its smaller siblings, adding a
realism and presence that is
utterly convincing with large or
small scale performances.

Fax: 0171 487 3452



THE SMASHING PUMPKIN.
ADORE
CDHUT 51

The Pumpkins have always
sounded like a low-budget
slasher movie and dealt in
schlock horror, but this time

the censors have had their say.

It seems nobody told Billy
Corgan and his cronies that
Bela Lugosi and all things
Gothic lost their appeal
around the time The Cure
made Love Cats and The
Mission landed in Leeds. But
Pastiche is the new art and
The Smashing Pumpkins milk
it for every penny’s worth.

Their last album, Mellon
Collie And The Infinite
Sadness (based almost entirely
on personal encounters with
drugs, death and separation)
was a phenomenal success
world-wide. A witches’ brew
of dramatic proportions, it
appealed to the media and led
to almost instant fame.

Adore is the crucial follow-
up and is already on the way
to scoring another commercial
triumph, this time, however,
for quite different reasons.

With caterwauling guitar
replaced by penitent piano,
and Corgan'’s usual growl
calmed to a hush, Adore is the
sound of a contrite band
healing itself. With the last
track, ‘Blank Page’, sounding
irresistibly like John Lennon’s
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‘Imagine’, the transformation is
complete. Indeed, but for one
song, the semi-acoustic ‘For
Martha’, guitars as we know
them have been locked away
in the store cabinet.

Adore succeeds with
timeless melodies set to
piano, as well as drum
machines, symphonics,
samples, synths and treated
guitar. These computer-
generated rhythms and subtle
guitar figures are innovations
for the band, but the strength
of the resulting songs,
particularly ‘Daphne
Descends’, ‘Crestfallen’ and
‘Pug’, pays dividends.

The angst and brooding
Gothic allure are still there,
but this time they’re in the
background and don’t
bludgeon you. On the tender
‘Once Upon A Time’, for
instance, Corgan sings to his
recently-deceased mother over
some delicate chiming. So yes,
for the audience who prefer it
dark, the sentiments of loss,
death and alienation continue,
but in a sedated form rather
than a squall. The trio of
ballads in the second half of
Adore (‘Annie-Dog’, ‘For
Martha’ and ‘Blank Page’ ) are
signs also that Billy is showing
himself to be a writer of some
calibre.

The healing process sounds
as if it's been influenced by
the likes of Massive Attack and
Radiohead in its stylish
crafting and technological
bent, soaring arrangements
inspired more by the DJ and
Techno culture than by the
Sisters Of Mercy.

Thoroughly modern it may
be, and a long way ahead of
their 1993 break-through
album Siamese Twins, but

Music Reviews

by Jon Clarke & Stuart Lenz

Adore is by the same token
decadent and preposterous,
with an inability to pose any
serious questions.

OK for some, The
Smashing Pumpkins are
Grunge gone Trip-Hop,
Grunge gone Classical or
simply Post-Grunge on Ice -
nice trimmings, no substance.
However you read them, the
simple answer is that this
uncohesive, dysfunctional
band of Generation Xers may
just have discovered how the
Millennium will sound.
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IMFLE MIN
NEAPOLIS
CHRYSALIS CDCHRDJS 001

Jim Kerr was once the epitome
of cool, and his band Simple
Minds stood at the cutting-
edge of British Rock. These
days, sadly his only link to
current fashions is through ex-
wife Patsy Kensit. It's fame by
proxy for Jim in ‘98 and his
new album does little to
challenge that judgement.

In the late Eighties Simple
Minds were stuck in the arena
anthem rut and set to implode.
While their last album, Good
News From The Next World,
managed to capture some of
the spirit of their earlier
Sparkle In The Rain period, it
too got bogged down.
Neapolis is equally regressive
in trying boldly to resurrect the

futuristic sounds they
produced in the early Eighties
on albums like Sons And
Fascination and Sister Feelings
Call. Underpinned by heavy
synth grooves and Blade-
Runner visions, back then the
music represented the starry
heights of the band (unless, of
course, it was the PVC trousers
and the straight leather ties
that did it for you).

The enduring slogan in
Blade Runner, if you
remember, was, “Do androids
dream of electric sheep?”
Sadly, Neapolis will only lull
listeners into a dreamless
sleep.

The tracks on this album
earnestly display the familiar
thicket of synthesisers,
sequencers, drum machines,
processor swirls and Jim
Kerr’s crooning. The hissing
drums come straight from
Gary Numan, the poppy
rhythms from the Human
League. The end product is
inescapably early Eighties and
Jim Kerr, Charlie Burchill and
Derek Forbes - the nucleus of
the original band - seem
clearly haunted by the ghosts
of the past. There is nothing
here on a par with their best
tracks, ‘Theme For Great
Cities’ or ‘Love Song’. Instead
we have to suffer a succession
of torpid tracks with
grandiose names like
‘Superman v. Supersoul’ (2!)

The best track, ‘Androgyny’
(which brings up the rear) is
almost an afterthought, as if
the band had suddenly been
reminded that they are
capable of better but quickly
refuted the idea.

Simple Minds once sang,
“Don’t You Forget About Me”.
These days they’re tempting
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fate, and it's not hard to
imagine that the Frank-Bruno
road to Pantoland is
beckoning.

SLAYER
DIABOLUS IN MUSICA
COLUMBIA 01-491302-10

Slayer are one of those bands
you can rely on for a good
Thrash, one of the bands who,
along with Pantera and
Machinehead, trailed in the
wake of stadium-bound
Metallica and who have been
forever vainly trying to
achieve the same status.

Diabolus In Musica is this
LA band’s seventh studio
album and their first for eight
years and shows no signs of a
musical softening; hell, even
Metallica have mellowed a
little and reinvented
themselves so completely that
Marianne Faithful duetted with
them. Not so Slayer, who still
glory in lyrics as startling as,
“Initiate blood purge coalition
in massacre” {'Bitter Peace’)
and these are just the opening
lines of a song that goes into
murderous overdrive.

1986’s blockbusting Reign
In Blood said it all. It was a
statement of vile fury, driven
with a nose-bleed velocity
beyond any band that .
preceded them. But that was
then; now Diabolus In Musica
is merely par for the course,
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remixing the ingredients of a
decade ago - song titles like
‘Scrum’, ‘Overt Enemy’ and
‘Perversions Of Pain’ just don’t
inspire as they once did.

As walls of sound go,
Diabolus is unremitting and
could drop Godzilla at 20
paces. A solid headcrush, and
we wouldn’t have expected
different.

El Nifig i

DEF SQUAD
EL NINO
DEF JAM 558343-2

The new dream team on the
block is, if you haven’t heard,
Def Squad, the wild bunch
which is EPMD legend Erick
Sermon, Redman and Keith
Murray. El Nifo (‘the kid’ for
those who never got as far a
GCSE Spanish) is, | suppose,
the mark of an album that
returns Hip-Hop to its halcyon
youth.

Every MC these days is
back on the Old-Skool trail,
and Def Squad are right up
there with the others. Their
world-wide smash remake of
‘Rapper’s Delight’, (the
Sugarhill Gang song) proved
the incentive to record El
Nifio, although the group have
been collaborating in various
guises since Sermon first
parted company with Parrish
Smith.

This LP oozes a classic and
authentic ghetto vibe from

start to finish, but then again
these are true Rap scholars.
Erick Sermon was the man
behind classics like LL Cool J's
'4,3,2,1" and Method Man’s
‘How High’ can never be
diverted from the master plan.

El Nifio starts with a weak
skit (‘Shower’), which involves
a dose of slap, tickle and post-
coital homicide, but very
shortly fulfils the promise of
these mic wreckers, From
‘Check N’ Me Out’ with its
pummelling bassline to the
deranged ‘The Game’ and the
lyrical joust of ‘Rhymin’ Wit’
Biz’, El Nifo flows with a
vengeance. ‘Ya’'ll Niggas Ain’t
Ready’ is excellent and then
they throw in ‘Def Squad
Delite’, the revamp of the
Sugarhill Gang classic, to keep
customers fully satisfied.

For all the threadbare
‘legendary’ samples Def Squad
use, there still remains an
unhealthy interest in uzis,
unfaithful girlfriends, bitches
and muthaf*****s, which is
childish and tedious from such
able Rappers. Apart from that
though, Def Squad do no
wrong.

BLONDIE

BLONDIE
ATOMIC BLONDIE
EMI 7243 4 94996 2 |

Time was when Debbie Harry
was Queen, before her place

was usurped by up-start
Madonna. Chronologically
speaking, the coordination of
their respective rise and fall
was impeccable. However, in
presidential terms, Debbie
Harry is, and always will be,
Pop’s First Blonde.

Blondie were among the
first of the American new-wave
bands spawned by NYC’s
CBGB club. Less arty than
Talking Heads or Television,
less Rock ‘'n’ Roll than the
Ramones, Blondie were a more
successful hybrid of them all.

Surprisingly given this
backdrop, Punk’s down-beat
themes were never fully
explored by Blondie. Rather,
the overarching desire of the
band was to blur genres and
create high-class entertainment.
The early singles ‘Rip Her To
Shreds’ and ‘'X-Offender’ were
never the X-rated S&M
enticements they seemed. They
bore a far closer resemblance
to Robbie Williams, all self-
mocking and fun.

Atomic Blondie sure enough
covers all the styles, helped
immeasurably by the limited
lifespan of the group itself. The
early days were typified as
much by conventional Rock 'n’
Roll as by a taste for Sixties Phil
Spector and Shangri-La ‘girl
meets boy’ narratives.
"X-Offender’ and ('m Always
Touched By Your) Presence,
Dear are as emotive as, say,
the Ramones’ equally derivative
‘Baby | Love You'.

By 1978, Blondie’s style
had crossed over to more
mainstream Power Pop and
Disco, their Parallel Lines
album perhaps the summit of
their achievement. The tracks
around this time are irresistible
and read like an inventory of
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ROCK & POP

D OF THE MONTH

Pop’s treasures - ‘Hanging On
The Telephone’, ‘Atomic’,
‘Heart Of Glass’ and ‘Rapture’
(best remembered for one of
the first ever Rap sequences).
Sexy and invigorating stuff,
with nary an empty dancefloor
around. But then again, if ‘Call
Me’ made a gigolo out of
Richard Gere, then that’s good

HI-FI WORLD

enough for me.

It peters out badly after this
point, unfortunately. ‘War
Child’ and ‘The Island Of Lost
Souls’ two singles from their
last album, The Hunter, sadly
meander in and out like bad
hosts boring their guests
stupid. Indeed, by late 1982
the party had been gracefully

but appropriately brought to
an end.

To the uninitiated, this is
one of the Best Ofs you really
will find difficult to better.
Only the most contrary
teenager would disagree that
Blondie do indeed dump from
a great height on bands like
Kenickie, Sleeper or Garbage.

'World Radio Histo

And as for Transvision Vamp,
those interminable late-
Eighties Blondie copyists. . .

Sometimes you’ve got to
come back to what you know,
and sinking into the clear,
unmuddied waters of Blondie
makes total sense. That's
Blondie: faded but forever
radiatinge
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STATIC RUINS THE SOUND
FROM YOUR CDs

Q STATMAT

STOPS THE STATIC

Another

innovative ’
product

from the

designers of

Ringmat

FIRST REVIEWS

“...Listening extensively myself, and trying the Statmat
effect on others, ...I now instinctively use the device all
he time...Indeed, the Statmat...makes the spoken
word more articulate and clearer in inflections (and
therefore instrumental sounds too), and gives phrasing
and timing in music a more natural, non-fatiguing
character...”

Christopher Breunig

(Hi-Fi News & Record Review, Nov.1997)

“...it definitely worked. What | heard was
impressive...The sound isn‘t just smoother, sweeter or
sharper. Rather the music itself seems to change,
becoming rhythmically more cohesive and altogether
more purposeful and coherent.”

Jimmy Hughes (Hi-Fi Choice, Dec. 1997)

“...What happens to the sound with Statmat? Digital
becomes more like analog, that's what. The
introductory press release offers a laundry list of sonic
claims -all of them true, so far as | can hear...The
Statmat provides “clearer ambience of recording
venue”. To my jaded ears, this is what the Statmat
coes -better than anything I've tried...Sorry to say -40
Bucks, please- the Statmat improved the sound of
every CD | played in every player | had, sometimes
auite dramatically...”

Sam Tellig (Stereophile vol.20 n?12, Dec. 1997)

“The Statmat actually worked rather well...the biggest
change is in the treble, which becomes clearer and
more detailed while the rest of the sound gets more
dynamic. The bass end firms up a tad too and the
sense of rhythm improves...the sonic changes are well
worth the money”

Ketan Bharadia and jon Marks (Hi-Fi World, Jan. 1998)

Statmat can be obtained through good hi-fi retailers
at £19.95. Also available on mail order with
moneyback guarantee. UK p&p £ 1.95

Outside UK: total cost £25.00 incl. p&p

R'NGMAT DEVELOPMENTS
T +44 (0)1277 200 210 F +44 (0)1277 201 225
PO BOX 200 e Brentwood * Essex * CM15 9FB GB
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Atagama

B qu ) ——
Cabie Talk

Soea' - a gFeat place'for...

Cyrus
Harman-Kardon | . Widest choice in the area

JKBE; « Independent advice
« Qualified staff
K epwood « Comfortable dem rooms
Krell AUuDiOoLAE
Marantz Superb showrooms
Martin-Logan « Main road location
Meridian Major car parks nearby
Michell « Insurance cstimates
Mission _ » Over 30yrs expenence
o oy |2 St
. tal

Pickering PD:n"gzhfn';: avgp The very best
Pi iangl 'l . PRy
Pk Triangle |, Open 10:30-5:30 6 days in Hi-Fi and
Quad Home Cinema...
REL -
Rogers Up to 3 yrs. 2N
Ruark . ” o
SME Interest Free o\
Sonus-Faber | Credit % ]

! > % b4
Spendor 1 deposit only 20% of % Y MARTIN-
Systemdek | £500+ for 12 months S~ 4 LOoGAN
Tannoy £1500+ for 24 months e
TDL I £3000+ for 36 months
Thorens subject lo status
Yamaha d
& lots more... PS # you're making a special tng.

#'s best to book weekdays. W

v
KRrRELL

e . MONITOR-
.~ Aupio

24 illygate, York
Tel. 01904 629659
High Fidelity Specialists est.1967

psear audio

presents

Shahinien
DYNAVECTOR
Well Tempered

Stockists and Information from
Pear Audio L.td. 7 Prospect Place,
Alnmouth, Northumberland, NE66 2RL
Tel: 01665 830862 Fax: 01665 830051
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DANCE & AMBIENT

by Sara Davis

ORD OF THE MONTH

Al

AR Clanget’'s version of dancefloor

PLATIPUS

classic ‘Strata’, and Pob's take on
Slacker’s ‘Scared’. Neither exactly
break the Platipus mould and
Thanks to a long line of corking Clanger’s reworking in particular
Techno tunes that err to the Trancy seems samey and less infectious than
side of life, most people will be very the original, even though it is more
familiar with the Platipus boys, Union polished.
Jack, Pob and The At Of Trance This said, there are two very good
Leing the best known. Between them reasons o poach a copy of this
thev've been building and breaking album. One is Union Jack’s Trance
remix of Simple Minds' “Waterfront’
for kooky novelty value, and the other

is Pob’s reworking of an unreleased

their meaty bass riffs for yonks, and
although the results-are always high- \
end classy tunes you can’t 4o wrong

S

with, most big fans are wondering Raze number, 'Break For Love’,

where the label is heading.

With A.R.C. it looks like we'll
have to wait and seé, as the majority of

THE CORRIDOR
SERIOUS EARTH

RECON RECORDS

Collaborators Chris Barter
(New Ground) and Andrew
Phillips (Recon/Mortal) are
well-recognised for their
experimental Ambient vibe,
and have worked on a
number of similar projects
that you may have come
across on the Conemelt and
Spiky labels. if this is what
you're into, then you can’t go
wrong here - Serious Earth
provides gentle, laid-back
washes of rising Ambient
layers spiced with spatterings
of plink-plonk melody.

HI-FI WORLD

The press people say this
slice of Ambient Electronica
is, “perfect for post-club
crash”, but they’re talking
about a Sunday lunch-time
stage of chillin” out - you
know, dregs of the party,
pillow and duvet time. Not
only is Serious Earth so
slowed down it's going
hbackwards, but most of the
tracks are six or seven-minute
epics that take at least half
that time to get going.

There are Trancy elements
to a few of the tracks. ‘Skin’
opens with an Ambient ‘lost
in a dark cave’ atmosphere
but builds into a stampeding,
beat-orientated pounder. ‘The
Quickening’ (last track on the
disc) takes similar haunting
elements and slaps a monster
mish-mash of thrashy bits on
top. Where chill-outs are
concerned, this final track
should kick in just as
everyone's falling asleep, so
10 out of 10 for
entertainment value.

if--“i' ‘A__ii

this album consists of remixes like

which blends the crucial Platipus

ingredients into a saucy House tune

?m/i//ﬂ/

FESTIVAL RESURRECTION

DISKO B

When all the technology has
been exploited and all the
combinations of different
sounds that can be layered
over a choice of rhythms
have been mixed and
matched, what do you do?
You call in Techno old-timer
Heinrich Tillack and you
introduce him to a musically-
twisted and disturbed label
like Disko B. Before you
know it, you've got a
monster creation which takes
production back to basics for
a whole new experimental

'World Radio Histol

with progressive Techno beats.

tack that does away with
rhythm altogether.

‘Festival Resurrection
(intro)’ lays down the
concept in the clearest, most
minimal form - ie driving,
disjointed beats that follow
no pattern of logic. But
don’t be put off - other
tracks like ‘That Was Then
But This Is Now’ show how,
with a bit of tempo and a
funky sample, the idea can
work. As the title suggests,
this could be the shape of
things to come. ‘Days And
Nights’ is another case in
point; it takes that ‘needle
jumping’ effect and makes it
tuneful.

It's going to be interesting
to see what the audience
reaction on the dancefloor to
this one will be. Most will
probably pull faces at each
other and exchange those
“DJ's losing it” looks, whilst
the rare breed of dancers
who got da real moves will
just lap up the challengee
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Mail Order Direct F'/reephone (UK only) 0800 373467
For your free brochure quote ref: 1098HW

Ruse
Audrews

Russ Andrews Accessories Ltd., Edge Bank House, Skelsmergh, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 9AS.
Tel: 01539 823247 Fax: 01539 823317 E-mail: info@russandrews.com

' UK's leading supplier of Audiophile Vinyl and CD,
related equipment and accessories o
- ' TEL01579 363603
FAX 01579 363604
PREMIUM DISCS AND ACCESSORIES

Full range
of test
and cleaning
accessories at

bargain prices TURNTABLE with ARM

Demonstrations worth over
of the VPI 16.5 - th
worlds best selling
cleaning machine - "fff’u}
why not bring £ IN THE MAIN

an LP to clean and CDs all at
f a
for free el UNBEATABLE

mail order

catalogue PR'CES
.

Alto.Absolute Analogue.Analcgue Productions.Audio-Gamma.Audioquest.Bluenote.Cardas
Chesky.Clarity.DCC.Decca.EMI.Grapevine.King.Impluse.]VCXR CD.MCA .Mo-Fi.Proprius.RCA Living Stereo

Audiophile Pressings of the
Absolute Analogue Releases
a by Mott the Hoople
"Mott"

Simply Vinyl.Sony Mastersound.Steeplechase.Telefunken.Warner Bros.
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Astenio Sorcions & Sobiag Soubba

-ORCIONE/SABINA SCIUBBA
MEET ME IN LONDON
NAIM NAIMCDO2I

The latest from the acoustic-
suitar maestro is already a firm
favourite on Jazz FM, where
his 1996 Dedicato set spent
several months on the station’s
charts. This time Forcione has
teamed up with German-born
20-something vocalist
Sciubba. Between them, they
sprinkle a shimmer of fairy
dust over an eclectic selection,
ranging from Al Jarreau’s
stirring ‘Could You Believe’ to
Paul Desmond’s ‘Take Five’, a
brave and successful version of
Stevie Wonder’s ‘Visions’ and
several Latin-flavoured
originals.

Born in Italy in 1960, since
signing to Naim Audio’s in-
house label Forcione has made
it his mission to capture on
disc the sheer vitality of his
live performances. The warmth
and purity of the recording
(engineered by Peter Williams)
and the dynamic range
preserved in the mix do his
sparkling tone full justice,
without overshadowing the
up-and-coming Sciubba, who
depped at Ronnie’s in June

HI-FI WORLD

and won a bunch of new
friends.

Sciubba’s Pop-influenced
and sultry vocal colours have
made a world of difference to
Forcione's always-attractive
playing. This might just be the
start of something big.

—

S 1
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ACOUSTIC ALCHEMY
POSITIVE THINKING
GRP 99072

These early 1998 recordings
proved to be the very last from
much-missed British composer
Nick Webb and his fellow-
Alchemists, guitarists Greg
Carmichael and John Parsons.
Without the Penguin Cafe
Orchestra’s elliptical Classical
Jazz, and Acoustic Alchemy’s
beguiling synthesis of Folk,
Jazz and Classical
(underpinning melodies tough
enough to dodge being tagged
‘chocolate-box’), it's been a
bad couple of years for fans of
new musical hybrids.

Webb lost his struggle
against pancreatic cancer in
February this year, but in the
11 years and 10 albums since
he formed the Alchemy with
Carmichael, the band have
sold close to a million records
around the world. If you

haven’t heard them strum their
stuff before then, sadly, this is
your last chance.

Positive Thinking is a
delicate, illuminating and
quietly uplifting tribute which
deserves wider exposure. It's
also nice to think that a
composer whose muse worked
in such a lyrical, gentle way
has bequeathed us a last,
rather lovely memorial.

CUBAN MUSIC
TUMI MUSIC TMG BOX |

You get box sets with
everything these days, and
most of them just seem to have
been designed to please dusty-
eared archivists with rampant
completist’s syndrome.
However, this superb
collection is designed to
capture - before they fade
away forever - the creators of a
style that swept the world
around the Second World
War. Putting this line-up
together is a little like making
a couple of calls and being
able to record Glenn Miller’s
original band today.

Latin music specialists
Tumi have assembled the very

by Ian Nicolson

best of ‘roots’ Cuban
musicians (backed by the
Forties-formed Orquestra) to
revive ace Cuban rhythms the
bolero, cha-cha-cha, danzon
and guaracha. Major stars like
Celina Gonzalez, Chucho
Valdez and Felix Reina join
the current generation of
Orquestra America players -
no Cuban chickens
themselves - to recreate the
sound of the hottest
dancefloors ever, the Forties
Havana ballrooms. If you
enjoyed World Circuit’s recent
releases centred on the
equally legendary
octogenarian pianist Ruben
Gonzalez, you'll enjoy these
49 tracks as well.

But don't expect slick, Big-
Band sophistication. Cuban
music has always revolved
around natural feel and call-
and-response playing from
musicians who watch the
crowd to spot what works best.
Tumi’s mixture of cost-
effective recording and the
band’s decades of familiarity
with the base rhythms lets a
single flute sound like a wind
section, and a couple of
fiddles outline string lines with
confidence.

Divided by rhythms,
individual discs act as primers
for a style, each with its history
and character
comprehensively annotated in
the accompanying 20-page
booklet. And unlike so much
modern Salsoul-derived Latin
music, this is music for lovers
as well as dancers - sultry,
romantic and seductive.

OCTOBER 1998



JAZZ

by Simon Hopkins

RENDER BANDITS
MILLE PLATEAUX MP5|

Pluramon is the latest project
given birth by eccentric
German Ambient composer
and soundscaper Marcus
Schmickler, who's created a
lush tapestry of highly filmic
music from fragments of
sampled sound and the
contributions of the musicians
who have joined him on this
particular journey: tape-op
Frank Demerit, Jochen
Rueckert (who is helpfully
credited on baguettes), Anouk
Azar on glockenspiel, Steve
Bohn on, er, pedals, and
drummer Jaki Liebezeit.

Now Liebezeit is, of course,
quite rightly a legend. His
contribution to music since his
days with Can has been
immense, his combination of
organic Swing and
metronomic time-keeping
giving essential pointers to our
own times of machine-made
rhythms. He certainly elevates
Render Bandits from finely-
crafted Ambience to some of
the most superb post-Can,
groove-based collage-music
I've heard in a long, long time.
Compare Talk Talk, ORang,
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The Necks and, of course,
Can. Easily one of the albums
of the year.

O AP T D
LACHER ANL /it

TOHJINBO
PARATACTILE PLEI101-2

Derek And The Ruins, just for
the record, are British
improvising guitarist Derek
Bailey and Japanese neo-Prog
duo Ruins. As far as this writer
knows, they’ve recorded
together once before as D&TR,
on the rather wonderful
Saisoro. This album was
recorded last year in London,
while they were here to play a
gig at the Purcell Rooms.

That gig was an
extraordinary night. Ruins -
drummer and singer Yoshida
Tatsuya and (at the time,
though the line-up has
changed since, apparently)
bassist Sasaki Hisashi - played
a set on their own, the
highlight of which was a
hilarious, inspired three-
minute Prog-Rock medley.

The set they performed with
Bailey, however, went for the
jugular, with Bailey on
ferocious (and loud!) form; one
sad individual walked out after
two songs, yelling abuse at the

stage! So Tohjinbo is as ballsy
as you'd expect. On their own,
Ruins already make their own
world, a world fashioned by
virtuosically-inclined Japanese
King Crimson and Magma
fans, a world (like Magma’s)
with its own language of heart-
stopping weirdo rhythms and
white-noise psych-outs. When
Bailey joins them, they defer to
the older man, dropping their
more rhythmic, riffing style for
something altogether more
fractured, more elastic: energy
music through and through.

MAZZA

A POSSIBLE DAWN
HATNOIR 801

Loren Mazzacane Connors is,
without doubt, one of the most
consistently interesting
guitarists on the planet; he is
also one of the most
perplexing. A tiny resume of
his life and career does nothing
to prepare one for his music.
Born in 1949 into a musical
family, as a child he played
violin, trombone and bass
before settling on the guitar.
He performed on the
underground scene in the
Sixties as Guitar Roberts. He

has been effectively
‘rediscovered’ in the Nineties
as part of the burgeoning Post-
Rock scene, his music bearing
superficial similarities to the
lo-fi experimentalism and
psychedelia of, among others,
Bardo Pond, the Dead C, Roy
Montgomery, Windy and Carl,
Gate and so on. Yet his artistic
intention has remained the
same throughout this period:
to unite the pained and painful
intimacy of rural Blues with
the open-endedness of
improvisation and the energy
of psychedelic Rock.

Previous recordings have
seen him both solo and in the
company of such out-Rock
luminaries as Keiji Haino. The
solo work’s special hallmarks
have been intimacy,
introspection and reserve, with
single Blues lines
decontextualized and often
slowed down to the point of
near-stasis.

The music on A Possible
Dream is, again, minimal, but
rather different in tone, with
long, sustained, distorted and
echoing guitar drones
replacing the more front-room
sound of previous records. The
mood is exemplified by the
marathon 33minute-plus group
guitar improvisation
"MMC/M/M Trio” with Sonic
Youth's Thurston Moore and
one-time Fred Frith
collaborator Jean-Marc
Montera. This piece alone is
worth the price of the CD and
is as out-there a piece of
Psych-Improv as any you'll
hear this yeare
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AVON

JUSICAL INTENTIONS, Telephone Adrian on
)1934) 620012 Mon - Thurs. Have you heard of
lottingham Analogue Turntables? Now you can
sten to any one in the comfort of your own home.
ems by appointment only. Also agents for: Croft,
udio Analogue, Sonneteer, Unison Research, Tube
echnology, Posselt & Opera speakers and Slate
udio stands. ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
NTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENjOY
UsIC'

BEDFORDSHIRE

ICHARD'S AUDIO VISUAL 4 Greyfriars
edford. Tel: 01234 36516S. Stockists of: Arcam,
udioquest, Beyer, B&W, Bose, Cable Talk,
elestion, Cyrus Denon, Heybrook, Marantz,
lission, Moth, Nakamichi, Ortofon, Pioneer, Pro-
ct, Quad, REL, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Sennheiser,
ound Style, Systemdek, Target, Teac, Thorens, van
en Hul & more! Expert friendly service : Listening
>om. Pioneer Reference Point. Visa / Access.

BERKSHIRE

\UDIO T 4 Queens Walk, Broad Street Mall,
eading. (0118) 958-5463, Great Value on Acoustic
nergy. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
ynaudio, Linn, Marantz, Micromega, Mission, Naim,
lakamichi, Quad, Rega, Rotel, Royd, Trichord
esearch, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3
ear Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30
ay free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
elected Interest Free Credit. Listening room.
ADA Bonded.

& A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St.,
arnstaple. Tel: (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
> 5.30. Arcam, Atacama, B&W, Cable Talk, Castle,
VC, Sony, NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha,
onneteer, Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi
nd Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
amcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in
quiet relaxed atmosphere.

EVENOAKS HI-FI 3 & 4 Kingswalk Shopping
entre,19-23 King Street, Reading, Berks. RGI
HG. Tel. 0118 9597768. A specialist Hi-Fi store
jith two demonstratioin rooms. The audio visual
oom is complete with Meridian Digital Surround
ound. Major brands stocked are: Arcam, Audiolab,
yrus, Denon, Marantz, Meridian, Rotel, Yamaha,
coustic Energy, Castle, B&W, Kef Reference,
fonitor Audio & Ruark.

NGLISH ANALOGUE 3 Naseby Rise,
lewbury, Berks, RG14 25F. Classical LP Specialist,
icluding collectable Dacca, HMV, Columbia and
CA records. All records cleaned and supplied
ith new innersleeves free of charge. Condition
uaranteed. In addition good condition Classical LPs
nd CDs wanted. For a free catalogue call 01635
0242, fax 01635 524239 or E-Mail
ww.multiplex.co.uk.records.

BIRMINGHAM

AUSIC MATTERS 10 Boldmere Road Sutton
“oldfield W. Midlands. Tel. 0121 354 2311. Arcam
wdioquest, Apollo, Alchemist, B+W, Cable Talk,
hord, Copland, Castle, Denon, Dali, JBL, Kef,
larantz, Mission, Martin Logan, Meridian, Musical
idelity, Panasonic, Pioneer, REL, Ruark, Sennheiser,
ounds Faber, Teac, Yamaha, IXOS. Single speaker
emo appts. preferred. Service available,
stallations, home trials Access/Visa/Amex. Open
‘ues-Sat 10.00 - 5.30 late night Thursday until 7.00

BRISTOL & BATH

'HE RIGHT NOTE Tel: Tel.No. (01225) 874728.
st think: most audiophiiles listen for most of the
me to systems that are ‘not quite right’. Are you
appy with yours? Forget the reviews and trying to
ut together a system like a patchwork quilt with
he ‘best’ bits around. Its our job to do the
ssessing, you judge our results. We'll help you to
lan a system for the future, even if you spread the
urchases. Leave the ‘up-grade-itis' behind, save
voney and enjoy music all the time. Just listen, and
ou'll know. CD: Acuras, Audio Synthesis, Classe,
)CS, Enlihtened Audio Design, Meracus, Orelle,
Vadia, XTC. Vinyl: Basis, Crown, Jewel, Graham,
lichell, Sumiko, Transfiguration. Amps: Acurus,
wudio Sculpture & more. Speakers: Audio Artistry,
wudio Physics & more. Tuners: Fanfare, Magnum
yynalab & many more. Cables: Chord, DNM, Silver
ounds & more. (Credit Cards Accepted).

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

{AZLEMERE AUDIO CONSULTANTS To
ear how realistic music can sound please call for an
ppointment (day or evening). Objective advice,
omfortable listening, home demonstrations, free
istallation, part exchange, repairs and superb
ervice. Acoustic Precision, Air tangent, ATC,
\udiomeca, Basis, Classe, EAD, Fanfare, Henley,
Aagnaplanar, Mirage, Monrio, Muse, Nottingham
\nalogue, Opera, Ortofon, SD, Sirius, Straightwire,
ice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI. Based in High
Vycombe. Please call: 01494 437892,

"ECHNO SOUND/ AUDIO INSIGHT 7
sranville Square, Willen, Milton Keynes, MK15 9)L.
‘el, (01908) 604949. Audiophile Hi-Fi and Home
‘inma Specialists. All major brands stocked from
\rcam to Yamaha. Meridian Digital Home Theatre
ealer. Custom home cinema and multi room
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installation. 4 dem rooms and expert advice
Audiophiie CDs, LPs and LaserDiscs to buy. Open
tate on Fridays.

NORTHWOOD AUDIO 98 Cambridge St,
Aylesbury, Bucks HP20 IBA. Tel. 01296 428790.
Selected sounds from Acoustic Energy, Alchemist,
Arion, Audio Meca, Audio Note, Boston, B & W,
Cabletatk, Castle, Celestion, Chord Co, DNM
Virtual Reality, Denon, DPA, Epos, Exposure,
Gyrodek, Harman Kardon, Heybrook, Kef, Klipsch,
Marantz, Micromega, Monitor Audio, Moth, Musical
Technology, Myryad, NAD, Nakamichi, Neat,
Pioneer, Proac, Rega, Rel, Rose, Rotel, Ruark, Stax,
Tannoy, Teac, Talk Electronics, Thorens, TDL,
Triangle, Tube Technology and a range of quality
pre-used equipment. Export orders welcome. 2
Dem rooms. Credit facilities available.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

THE AUDIO FILE 4| Victoria Road, Cambridge.
Tel. 01223 368305. 'For the best in British Hi-Fi and
Home cinema entertainment’. Visit or call to
arrange a dem with products from: Audiolab Arcam,
Mission, Linn, Naim, Rega, Cyrus, Absolute Sounds,
Kef, Sony, Yamaha, Rel, Quad, Ruark, Denon.

THE HI-FI COMPANY PETERBOROUGH The
region’s largest range of enthusiast hi-fi. Arcam,
Audiolab, B&W, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Krell, Marantz, Martin Logan, M&K, Meridian,
Mission, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel,
Yamaha and many more. Excellent hi-fi and AV
demonstration facilities. Part exchange welcome.
Huge selection of top quality, carefully used
equipment, telephone for mailing list. 35-42
COWGATE, Peterborough. Phone: (01733) 341755
Fax: (01733) 358141,

UNIVERSITY AUDIO I-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge.
01223 354237. Mission-Cyrus, Arcam, Rotel, Denon,
Meridian, Ruark, ATC, AVI, Quad, Linn. £ dems, |
single speaker. Home trial, free install, Service Dept.
VISA. ACCESS, AMEX, Credit Terms. Open 9-5.30

The cure for the obscure, the core to the door,
making the most by post your are bound to want
more! All CD needs contact: The Music Group 3
Regal Lane, Soham, Ely, Cambs CB7 5BA. Tel:
01353 722 223 Fax: 01353 723 733 Email:
Sales@CDMusicGroup. Co.Uk (isn’t about time you
switched to mail order?)

CHESHIRE

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. All that's best in hi-Fi from Epos,
KEF, Teac, Royd, Linn ,Rega, Naim, Arcam,
Audiolab, Ruark, Rotel and many more. Multi room
systems from Linn Knekt. Superb demonstration
facilities, home d rations and installation a
pleasure. We offer the best products, the best
service and the best sounds. Open Tuesday to
Saturday, evenings by appointment.

THE AUDIO COUNSEL !4 Stockport Road,
Cheadle, Cheshire. Tel (0161) 428 7887 and 12
Shaw Road, Oldham, Manchester OL1 3IQ Tel
(0161) 633 2602. Linn, Arcam, Naim, Audio
Research, Martin Logan, Yamaha, Creek, Nakamichi,
denon, JPW, Marana, Royd, Lexicon. 3 dem rooms,
free install, VISA/ACCESS Full multi-room and A.V.
installation 10:00 - 5:30pm Mon-Sat, till 8:00
Thursday.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road,
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel. 01978 364500. Audio
Visual Specialists. Arcam, Audio Analogue, Bose,
B&W, Celestion, Castle, Denon, Harmon Kardon,
Jamo, Marantz, Michell, Mission, Onkyo, Pro-Ject,
Musical Fidelity, NAD, Micromega, Myrad, QUAD,
Radford, Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, TDL, Teac,
Thorens, UKD, Unison Research, Yamaha, DSP
Club Member, Demo Room, installation service.
Easy Parking and Motorway access. All major credit
cards accepted. 9.30 - 5.30 daily. Closed Weds pm.

CHRIS BROOKS AUDIO 29 Gaskell Street,
Stockton Heath, Warrington, Cheshire, WA4 2UN.
Tel (01925) 261212. Tues-Sat 10.00-6.00. 2 dem-
rooms. credit facilities. All credit cards. Established
1978. Total absence of bulls**t. Linn Specialist.

INPUT AUDIO Dukinfield, Cheshire, Tel/Fax:
0161 304 7494. Mobile: 0402 268490. We have the
time, we have the patience, we have the desire, and
we have the products to help you reach your
musical goals. featuring: Adyton, Altis, Art,
Audiogram, Audio Analogue Puccini, Audiomeca,
Audio Physic, Audio Vector, Base, B.C.D.. Chord,
Diapason, Graaf, Insert Audio Immedia, Meracus
Monrio, Neat, P.AD., Siemel Silver Sounds, Stands
Unique, System Audio, Triangle UKD Opera,
Unison Research, Yamamura-Churchill, YBA. And
much more arriving soon, specialising in home
demo’s. Please phone for more information or
friendly chat. All usual facilities.

Input for the pleasure of music

DOUG BRADY Hi-Fl Kingsway Studios,
Kingsway North, Warrington, WA| 3NU Tel 01925
828009 Fax 01925 825773. Visa, Mastercard,
Lombard Tricity. 2 dem rooms, home trial; Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle, Chord Electronics,
DPA, Exposure, Harbeth, Heybrook, Krell, LFD,
Michell, Mission, Naim, Orelle, Origin Live, Pink
Triangle, ProAc, Roksan, SME, Spendor, Wilson
Benesch and many more.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 88 Bridge Street, Warrington,

WAI 2RF. Tel:- 01925 632179. See our main entry
under Preston, Lancs.

REPLAY AUDIO CONSULTANTS Tel/Fax
Chester (01244) 401290. Cheshire's alternative hi-fi
specialists. Honest advice and personal service. We
can demonstrate Alchemist, AVI, Henly, Heybrook,
LFD, Michell, Moth, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Neat,
Origin Live, Ortofon, Pink Triangle, Royd,
Sonneteer, Totem, Trichord. Demonstrations by
appointment in Chester or in your own home.
Delivery & installation available. Mastercard, Visa,
Switch, Dela

SWIFT HI-FI St. Annes Parade, Wilmslow. 01625
526213. Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Nad, Pioneer, Rotel, Systemdek, Tannoy, Revolver,
J.P.W., M. Short, Mission, Celestion, Technics,
Audiolab, Castle. Open 9.30-6. Dem room. No
pressure. BADA member.

CORNWALL

SOUNDS PERFECTION ‘Cornwalls most
exclusive Audio retailer’. Agencies include:
Audiomecca, Analysis, Audio Spectrum, Audionote,
Cadence, Harmon Kardon, Impulse, Konnekt
Cables, Michell, Ortofon, Parasound, Project,
Phylosophy Cables, Rel and SME. Home
Demonstrations by Appointment. Tel/Fax. 01326
221372 Mobile 0468 754353

CUMBRIA

MISONS SOUND & VISION Viaduct House,
Victoria Viaduct, Carlisle, CA3 8AN. Tel (01228)
22620. Exposure, Heybrook, Aura, Bang & Olufson,
B & W, Castle, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Sugden,
Yamaha, Demo Suite. No appts nec. Home trial
facilities. Free instalfation. Service Department Mon
-Sa 9-5.30

PETER TYSON 6 Abbey Street, Carlisle,
Cumbria, CA3 8TX. ‘Cumbria’s premiere hi-fi
centre’. Part exchange welcome. (01228) 46756.
Audiolab, Linn, Mission, Pioneer, Marantz, Denon,
Philips,, Technics and more. Dem Rooms. Dems
without obligation. Home trial. Free installation. In-
house service dept. Access, Visa, HP. $-5.30pm

PRACTICAL HI-FI 106 English Street, Carlisle,
CA3 8ND Tel:- 01228 44792 See our main entry
under Lancaster.

DEVON

CHELSTON HiI-Fl 38 Walnut Road, Cheslton,
Torquay, Devon. TQ2 6HS. Tel: (01803) 606863
Where you can compare a range including Acoustic
Energy, Bose, Castle, Celestion, Creek, Denon,
Heybrook, |PW, Kenwood, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony ect. Two dem rooms
(including AV room 25 x 18ft). Free installation. Free
delivery up to |5 miles. Access, Visa, Amex, Diners,
Credit facilities. 9.30-7.30. Mon-Fri. 9.30-6.00 Sat.

THE HI-FI ATTIC 58 New George St Plymouth,
Devon. PLI 1RR. 01752 6695t 1. We stock most
leading brands including Linn, Arcam, Denon,
Pioneer, Musical Fidelity amongst others, and have
an expert enthusiastic staff. Premises include
attractive hi-fi and home cinema demonstration
rooms. We offer free installation and credit facilities
(written details on request) also a fully equipped
service department. We can also provide a mail
order service for all your LaserDisc requirements.
We accept Visa, Access, Amex.

) & A HI-FI CENTRE, 85 Boutport St.
Barnstaple, Tel. (01271) 24384. Open Mon-Sat 9.00
to 5.30. Arcam, Atacama, B & W, Cable Talk,
Castle, JVC, Sony, NAD, Marantz, Tannoy, Yamaha,
Sonneteer, Target. Private listening room for Hi-Fi
and Surround Sound. Also large selection of Video
Camcorder and editing equipment. Expert advice in
a quiet relaxed atmosphere.
DUDLEY

MUSIC MATTERS 9 Market Street, Stourbridge,
W. Midlands. Tel. 01384 444184,

See our main advert under Birmingham, or West
Midlands.

DORSET

MOVEMENT AUDIO 588 Ashley Road, Poole,
Parkstone, Dorset BH14 0AQ. Tet: (01202) 73086S.
Arcam, Audiolab, B&WY, Castle, Cyrus, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Pioneer,
Ruark, Shearne Audio. 2 Dem rooms. Listen to the
available choice and decide at your leisure - no
pressure, no obligation. Our staff enjoy music, with
our choice of products, you can too! Service
Department. Free installation. Home trial facilities.
Access, Visa. Amex, Diners Card. Credit facilities
available. Open Mon-Fri 10-6. Sat 9-6

MOVEMENT AUDIO 336 Wimborne Road,
Winton, Bournemouth, Dorset. BH9 2HH. Tel:
(01202) $29988/520066 Arcam, B&W, Denon, KEF,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Pioneer, Sony, Yamaha.
Full dem facitlites available, also home dem. Friendly
expert advice. Service Department. Free installation.
Home trial facilities. Access, Visa, Amex. Open
Mon-Fri 9-5.30

DAWSONS OF WESTBOURNE Home
Cinema Specialists. Main agents for Bang & Olufsen,
Harman Kardon, JBL, REL, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Technics and TDL. Demonstration facilities include
our unique Dolby pro-logic system comparator for

the ukimate way to choose the perfect system. Also
on demonstration large screen televisions from
Thomson, sony and Ferguson with video projectors
from Sharp and Seleco. Dawsons, 23 Seamoor Road,
Westbourne, Bournemouth 01202 764965

SUTTONS HI-FI 18 Westover Road,
Bournemouth, Hants. Tel: 01202 $55512. You will
find the very latest in superb Hi-Fi facilities with
stocks to include: Linn, Denon, Yamaha, Rotel,
NAD, Marantz, Arcam, Celestion, Dual, Audiolab,
Technics, QED, Sony, Sennheiser, Target, Sound
Organisation, Teac, Cabletalk, Kef, DTS, Pioneer
and many more. If you're serious about Hi-Fi you've
probably heard of all these brands and probabl
heard of Suttons too! We've been around for 4
years. Please call for expert knowledge and friendly
advice.

WEYMOUTH HI-Fl 33.35 Maiden Street,
Weymouth, Dorset DT4 8BA. Tel (01305) 785729.
Arcam, Aura, B&W, Denon, Kenwood, Marantz,
Micromega, Musical Fidelity, Panasonic, Quad, Sony,
Technica, Yamaha. Dem room. Friendly professional
advice. Only quality hi-fi dealer in Weymouth area.
Service Department. Free installation. Home trial
facilities. Access, Visa, Amex, Switch, Delta
Mastercard. Interest free credit. Instant credit.
Open Mon-Fri 9.30-5.30 Sat - 9.30-5.30
ESSEX

AUDIO T 442-444 Cranbrook Road, Gants Hill,
Iford. (0181) 518-0915. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab,B&W, Cyrus, Denon,
Jamo, KEF, Linn, Marantz, Mission, Micromega,
Monitor Audio, NAD, Quad, Rotel, Technics,
Trichord Research, Yamaha & more. Tues/Thurs/Fri
10-7. Wed/Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30
day free upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free
Credit. 2 Listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

GRAYSTON SOUND & VISION 33 Sir Isaac’s
Walk, Colchester. (01206) 577682. Akai, Arcam,
B&W, Boston Acoustics, Denon, Grundig, Infinity,
KEF, Linn, Loewe Opta, Meridian, Nokia, Philips,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Sennheiser, Spendor,
Thorens. Superb demo rooms, free regional delivery
and installation. Regular musical and surround
evenings, home demonstrations. Excellent credit
facilities.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE

AUDIO T 40-42 Albion Street, Cheltenham.
(01242) 583960. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, Denon, Dynaudio, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Naim, Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Technics,
Trichord Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Fri
9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day
free upgrades. Home demonstrations. Part
exchange. Selected Interest Free Credit. Listening
room, BADA Bonded.

THE RIGHT NOTE - BATH
for specialist advice and home demonstrations. See
Bristol & Bath.

MUSICAL INTENTIONS 'PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION 1S FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'.
Please see main lineage entry under ‘Avon’

HAMPSHIRE

AUDIO T 4 Feathers Lane, Basingstoke. (01256)
2431 1. Great Value on Acoustic Energy. Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, Dynaudio, Linn, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Naim, NAD, Nakamichi, Quad,
Royd, Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha
& many more. Tues-Sat 9-5.30. 3 year Hi-Fi
guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30 day free
upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX. Selected
Interest Free Credit. Listening room. Home
Cinema. BADA Bonded.

HAMPSHIRE AUDIO LTD. 2-12 Hursley Road,
Chandlers Ford, Hants, SO53 2FU. Tel Southampton
(01703) 252827/265232. 3 Hi-Fi and 2 Home
Cinema/Dolby Surround Sound Demonstration
Rooms, one with Projection TV and an 8' wide
screen. Brands stocked include ARCAM (incl, Xeta),
Audiolab, Audioquest, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon,
Gradient, Infinity, KEF, Marantz, Meridian, Mission,
Polk, Quad, Rotel, Seleco, Sennheiser, Soundstyle,
Tannoy, Target Audio, Thorens, & Yamaha.
Established 1969, we offer a 2-year Guarantee
covered by our own well-equipped Service Dept.
We have a large FREE car parking facility and we are
located within 3 miles from Junction 14 (M3/M27
Interchange) and Junctions |3 (M3) and 5 (M27),
Closed Mondays, except in December. Late Night
Thurs to 8pm. BADA Founder Member. All deposits
fully covered by BADA Bonding.

NOW THATS HI-FI 32 Arundel Street,
Portsmouth Tel: (01705) 811230, Pioneer, Yamaha,
Marantz, Kenwwod, Mission, TDL, REL, Attacama
and much more. Laserdisc and AC3 specialists.
Accessory center at 24 Arundel Way, Portsmouth
Tel: (01705) 811618

SOUTH COAST SPEAKERS Ltd 326
Portswood Road, Southampton, Hampshire. Tel:
01703 559312. Hand made Loudspeaker Systems!
Tailored to your individual tastes. Many real wood
veneers. Any colour finish available. UK. suppliers
of Driver Units for: SEAS, VOLT, MOREL,
VISATION, RCL, SCAN-SPEAK & MORE. Home
builder kits always on demo, High quality
accessories/components, comfortable listening area,
ample free parking, friendly advice.
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E dial-a-dealer

HEREFORDSHIRE

ENGLISH AUDIO 37 Whitecross Road,
Hereford, HR4 0DG. (01432) 35508t. Arcaydis,
Arcam, A.T.C., Audiolab, B&W, Castle, Cyrus
Centre, Denon, Dynaudio, Heybrook, KEF, Marantz,
Mission, Musical Fidelity, Naim, Pro-Ac, Pink
Triangle, Pioneer, Quad, REL, Rotel, Ruark, John
Shearne, Stax, Tannoy, Teac, Yamaha. Single speaker
dem room, home trial facilities, free installation,
service dept, Access/Visa, Credit arranged. Open
Mon-Sat. 9.30-5.30pm .BADA members.

HERTFORDSHIRE

ACOUSTIC ARTS LTD 101 ST. Albans Road,
Watford, Herts, Tel: (01923) 245250. Fax: (01923
230798. Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W, Bose,
Boston, Castle, Celestion, Chord, Classe, Copeland,
Denon, DPA, KEF, Marantz, Martin Logan, Michell,
Micromega, Orelle, PMC, Roksan, Ruark, SME,
Sonus, Faber, Sonic Link, Theta, Thorens, Wilson. 4
demonstration rooms. Purpose built AV studio.
Credit available. 100 yards from Watford Junction
station. Open Tues-Sat 10-5.30 (Thursday open untl 8pm)

AUDIO FILE (THE) 27 Hockerill Street, Bishops
Stortford, Herts. Tel. (01279) 506576. Please see
main ad under Cambridgeshire.

AUDIO FILE OBJECTIVE 37 Tower
Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN10
8UD. Tel: 01992 478666 Fax 01992 440431.
Selected British and specialist brands. New,
Ex-dem, and S/H. Mail order Hi-Fi Purchased.
Free Parking.

DARBY's OF ST. ALBANS, 6 Market Place, St
Albans, Herts. Tel: (01727) 851596. Hertfordshire's
premier Hi-Fi/Audio Visual specialists established
1946. Full Home Cinema demonstration suite.
Whether your needs are large or small, we stock it
all; Arcam, Yamaha, Quad, Denon, Sony, Bang &
Olufsen, Pioneer, REL, KEF, Mission, Ruark,
Celestion, Polk, and many more. Free planning
service, Free Delivery and basic installation. Full
workshop facilities. Open 9-6 Mon-Sat.

HAILEY AUDIO LTD 328 Ware Road, Hailey,
Hertford, SG13 7PG. Tel: (01992) 442425. Fax:
{01992) 448387. "Holding stocks of the complete
range of Rel subwoofers including the Studio 11. We
also stock aff magnum products, amplifiers, speakers
and CD players (incl. The CD2020). Many other
brands available. 10-day home trial welcome in the
UK. Demonstration rooms for A.V. and Audio. Mail
Order, Visa, Switch etc.”

KENT

ASHFORD SOUNDCRAFT HI-Fl 40 High
Street, Ashford. Seeking music lovers, male or
female, any age, to share common interest in musical
Pro-aktiv Hi-Fi Systems, Multi Room of Home
Cinema. Attractive unusual equipment in unusual
setting, your place or ours, we guarantee lasting
pleasure. Open Mon-Sat. Appointment Service or
just pop in. Tel (01233) 624441

AUDIBLE ELEGANCE, Bishopstone
Lane, Herne Bay, Kent, CT6 6RP Tel/Fax
01227 742928. Agencies include: Analogue
Tracer Cartridges, Art Audio, Gamma
Acoustics, Golden Dragon Valves, |M Labs
Speakers, Loricraft Audio, Nottingham
Analogue, Paragon Linear Tracking Arms,
Sovereign Valves, Trichord Research, Tube
Technology. Selected items of used
equipment. Demonstration by appointment
only. Home trial facilities.

DOVER HI-Fl 43 High Street, Dover, Tel: 01304
207562. Suppliers of quality hi-fi equipment
including; Arcam, Akai, B&W, Denon, Jamo,
Mordaunt Short, NAD, Panasonic, ProAc, Quad,
Rotel, Ruarc, TDL, Technics, Tannoy. Part exchange.
Listening room. Service and repairs. Credit facilities.
Access/Visa. Open 6 days 9-5.30.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 138
Pelham Road Gravesend, Kent DAII OJH, Tel:
01474 569601. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akal,
JVC, Jamo.

ELECTRICAL DISCOUNT CENTRE 109 The
Broadway Bexley Heath Kent DA6 7)H. TEL: 0181
298 7880. Pioneer, Marantz, Technics, Akai, JVC,
Jamo.

THE LINN STUDIO Sondek LP12* knekt* Karik*
Kairn* Klout* Kremlin* Keltik* Kaber*Keiledh*
Numerik* Tukan* Wakonda* Majik* Mimlk* LK [ 00*
Ekos* Kudos* Arkiv* Brilliant* Lingo* Valhalla*
Sekrit* Aktiv*..Dream systems for everyone from
£2,000 to £30,000+. A new dealership from a
specialist family business, established in 1948.
Outstanding service and facilities. Muiti-room
specialist. 123 Snargate Street. Dover, Kent. CT17
9AP. Tel: 01304 201525, Fax: 01304 24013S.

KIMBERLEY HI-Fl 193 Broadway, Bexleyheath,
Kent. Tel. 0181 304 3272. Sep dem rooms, Denon,
Technics, Kenwood, Aiw, NAD, Dual, Wharfedale,
Mission, Marantz, Tannoy, Castle, Monitor Audio,
Heco, Jamo, Cerwin Vega and many more.

PROGRESSIVE AUDIO 2, Maryland Ct,
Rainham, Kent, ME8 8QY. Tel. 01634 389004,
Agencies include: Audio Innovations, Audion,
Audionote, Audio Mecca, Audio Systems, Audio

Static, Audio Technica, Chord Amps, Cogan Hall,
Conrad Johnson, Convergent. Denson, Goldring,
Impulse, Koetsu, Levinson, LFD, Lyra, Moth,
Nordost, Origin Live, Pink Triangle, Proac, SD
Acoustics, Silversounds, SME, Sugden, Sumiko,
Systemdek, Snell, Target, TDL, Transfiguration,
Townshend, Tube Technology, Unison Research,
UKD., Voyd, VP, etc. Dems by appointment.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 24-26
Union Street, Maidstone, Kent. Tel. (01622)
676703. Fax (01622) 676723. The best place
in town for Hi-Fi and Home Cinema. * Three
superb dem rooms * Interest Free Credit *
All leading brands * Also Open Sundays 10 -
4.00pm.

V.). Hi-Fi 29 Guildhall St. Folkstone Kent Tel:
01303-256860. Stockists of: Mission, Tannoy, |.B.L.,
Pioneer, Philips, Aiwa, Marantz, Musical Fidelity,
Quad, Yamaha, Denon and much more besides. Full
audio and home cinema demonstration facilities.
Fully bonded BADA members.Interest free credit
available (subject to status). Open Mon-Sat 9:00-6:00

LANCASHIRE

CLEARTONE 235 Blackburn Road (1/2 mile from
city center on the A 666 Blackburn Road) Bolton,
Lancs BLI 8HB Tel: (01204) 531423. Bolton’s biggest
Hi-Fi superstore. Every top brand & all the best
buys at guaranteed unbeatable prices. Aiwa, Akai,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Bose, Castle, Celestion,
Denon, Hitachi, Infinity, JBL, JVC, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Mission, Mordaunt Short, NAD,
Panasonic, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, TDL.
Technics, Toshiba, Yamaha. 2 dedicated Hi-Fi Demo
rooms and 2 A/Y Demo rooms, no appointments
necessary. Service department, free installation,
home trial facililes, free parking, Access, Visa, Amex,
Diners. Interest free credit. Open Mon-Wed 10.00-
6.00. Thurs-Fr1 10.00-7.00. Sat 9.00-6.00. Sun 11.00-
5.00

MARTON MUSIC 5 Masterson Ave. Read,
Burnley, BBI2 7PL. Tel / Fax 01282 773 198 and
Email 106505.251@compuserve.com. Hear
demonstrations of stereo and AV systems in a large
comfortable lounge, using the latest Bryston Pre-
Power Amps (20 year guar.) Mirage Bipolar
Speakers, with Yamaha DSP Surround Sound and
equipment from A.V., Ruark. Myriad, Sequence, PMC
and more, plus a range of custom built open baffle,
Transmission Line, and other speakers. Home
demos encouraged for complete satisfaction. Main
agents for : Liberty Audiosuite LoudSpkrs. Electronic
Testing System, LSPCAD Speaker Design Package
and other PC based room analysis systems. Ring any
time for an appt., Free advice or a chat...we never
close.

ORPHEUS AUDIO Tel: 01257 473175 See our
main entry under Greater Manchester.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 43 Friargate, Preston. Tel:-
01772 883958. The audio visual specialist, expert
advice, instant demonstrations, best prices, instant
free credit, part exchange welcome. Extended
warranty. Stockists of Yamaha, Kenwood, Denon,
Sony, Technics, Onkyo, Marantz, Pioneer, Mission,
Kef, Jamo, Celestion, B&W. Also stockists of
LaserDiscs.

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 84 Penny Street, Lancaster,
LAl IXN Tel:- 01524 39657 - See our main entry
under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 33/35 Knowsley Street,
Bolton, Lancs Tel:- 01204 395789 - See our main
entry under Lancaster.

PRACTICAL HI-FI 8] Whitegate Drive,
Blackpool, FY3 9DA Tel:- 01253 300599. See our
main entry under Lancaster.

LEICESTERSHIRE

ZOUCH AUDIO Suppliers of quality Hi-Fi, Apollo,
Audio Analogue, AVI, Bow Technologies,
C.A.T.Celestion, Chord Electronics, Creek, D.CS.,
Dynalab, Graham, John Shearn, LA.T., Lumley,
M.LT., Magnum, Munrio, Musical Fidelity, Musical
Technology, Neat, Opera, Orchid, Orelle, Sirlus,
Stands Unique, Sumiko, Teac, Tice, Townshend,
Transfiguration, Unison Research, Wilson Benesch,
X.T.C. Open 10.00-5.30. Closed Monday. Zouch
Audio, The Old Coach House, off South Street,
Ashby De La Zouch, LE65 IAN. For further
information call Michael on 01530 414128 or 0976
S71875

CLASSIQUE SOUNDS "Vintage Hi-fi Specialist”.
Stockists of: Garrard 301/401, Thorens, Quad, Leak,
Rega, Shirley Labs, Spendor, Wharfedale, Rogers,
Arcam, SME. Decca, Pioneer, UKD, Sugden, Musical
Fidelity, + much more.” Tel/ Fax Paul Greenfield on
UK + 0116 283 5821 or 0802 213 740 (mobile) any -
time Classique Sounds, Classique House, 61
Aylestone Drive, Leicester, LE2 8QE.

CYMBIOSIS 6 Hotel Street, Leicester, LEI SAW,
Tel: (0116) 2623754 Fax: (0116) 262 3758. Arcam,
Audiolab, Castle, Chario, Denon, Epos, KEF, Linn Hi-
Fi, Linn AV51, Loewe Televisions, Micromega Stage,
Micromega, Classicline, Mordaunt Short, Musical
Technology, Myryad, Naim, Primare, Projekt
Furniture, QED, Systemline, Rega & Rotel. Multi
room design & Installation Service. 4 listening
lounges, Installation Service, Finance Available. Open
10-5.30 Monday to Saturday & | 1-4 Sundays.

ENCORE! Nr. Melton Mowbray. Tel. 01664
823282. Sugden, Densen, Unison, Tube Technology,
Ruark. UKD Opera, Keswick Audio Research and Fi-
Rax. As you can see from our agencies, we are open-
minded and able to present diverse options for your
appraisal. Unbiased and unhurried demonstrations by
appointment incl. evenings and weekends.

LEICESTER HI-FI 6 Silver Walk, St Martins
Square, Leicester LEI SEW. Tel: (0116) 2539753.
Fax: (0116) 2626097. Arcam, B&W Matrix,
Copland, Mission Cyrus, Marantz, Alchemist, Kef,
MEK, Michell, Pink Projects, Quad, Roksan, Rogers,
Rotel, Sonus Faber,Talk Electronics,Teac, Technics,
Yamaha,etc.4 Demonstration Areas. We can
demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit Facilities. All
cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30.

STEREO SHACK [-3 Guildhall Lane, Leicester.
Tel: (0116) 2530330. Fax: (0116) 2626097. Yamaha,
Kenwood, NAD, Mission, Teac, Aiwa, Cerwin Vega,
Pioneer, TDL, Thorens, |BL, Rotel, Celestion, Jamo
& many more, We are A.V. specialists, 2 dem rooms,
We can demonstrate, deliver and install. Credit
facilities and all cards taken. Open 6 days 9.30-5.30

LINCOLNSHIRE

COTTAGE AUDIO 17 Bridge Street, Saxilby, Nr
Lincoln. LN 2PZ. Tel: (01522) 702834. Evenings:
(01522) 696708. ATC, AVL, Chord amplifiers,
Harbeth, LFD, Michell, Origin Live Kinshaw, QED,
Royd, Sansui. Sequence, Something solid, Sonic Link,
etc. Demonstration rooms. Home trial facilities. Free
instaflations and above all a personal, friendly service.

STAMFORD Hi-Fl, 9 Red Lion Square, Stamford,
Lincs, PE9 2A). Tel: (01780) 62i28. Aiwa, Denon,
KEF, Kenwood, Marantz, Mission, NAD, Pioneer,
Quad, Technics, Yamaha, Plus all major speaker
manufacturers. Expert advice and comparator
demonstrations, on two floors. Part exchanged hi-fi
purchased for cash. No appointments necessary.
Home trial facilities, free installation and service
dept. Mastercard, Visa and Credit Charge Finance
available. Mon - Sat 9-5.30 pm. Closed Thursday's.

LONDON

ALPHABEC LTD 392 Finchley Road, London,
NW?2 2HR. Stockists of Bose, Boston, Clifford,
Denon, Jamo, JVC, Grundig, KEF, NAD, Onkyo,
Panasonic, Sony, Vivanco and Yamaha. Specialists in
Multi-Room Installations. Full service facilities. Credit
terms available. Open Mon-Sat 10am-6pm. Thurs
10am- Ipm. Tel: 0171 431 9433

AUDIO CONCEPT 27 Bond Street, Ealing, W5
SAS. Tel: (0181) 567 8703. Audiolab, Audio
Analogue, Aura, B&O, B&W, Boston Acoustics,
Cable Talk, Denon, Epos, Infinity, Ixos, KEF,
Marantz, Mission, Musical Fidelity, NAD, Nordost,
Quad, Rotel, Ruark, Roksan, Straight Wire, Sonic
Link. Target, Teac, Thorens, Van den Hul. Two dem
rooms. Interest free credit. free local delivery &
instailation, service department. 'Hi-Fi Specialists
without the attitude’. Visa, Mastercard, Switch.

A.A.P DISTRIBUTION, Unit F, 171
Riverside Business Centre, Haldane Place,
London, SWI8 4UQ. Tel. 0181-875-9696
Distribution for Osborn high-end
loudspeakers (e.g. floorstanding Eclipse) and
Music labs audiophile amplifiers and digital
converters (e.g. 250 watt balanced input
stereo power amplifier). Write or phone for
details of these expensive but excellent value
products.

AUDIO T 190 West End Lane, West Hampstead.
(0171) 794-7848. Great Value on Acoustic Energy,
Arcam, Audiolab, B&W, Denon, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Proac, Quad,
Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research, Yamaha & many
more. Tues-5at 10-6 Late Thurs until 8.00. 3 year
Hi-Fi guarantee, 30 day free upgrades. Home
demonstrations. PX. Selected Interest Free Credit. 2
listening rooms. BADA Bonded.

BABBER ELECTRONICS SERVICE CENTRE
158 Uxbridge Road, West Ealing, London, W13 85B
Tel. 0181 579 6315 Akai, Aiwa, A&R, Celestion,
Dual, Goodmans, Harman Kardon, |BL, JVC,
Kenwood, Marantz, Panasonic, Sennheiser, Sony, ES
range, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale, Yamaha and
many more. Auth. Service Dept. Credit Facilities,
Open 10.30 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

BILLY VEE SOUND SYSTEM 248 Lee High
Road, Lewisham, London SEI3 5PL.Tel: 0181 318
5755/081 852 1321. Arcam, Denon, Marantz, Linn,
Mission, Cyrus, Naim, nakamichi, Quad, Rega, etc. 2
domestic style listening lounges. Appts required,
service dept, home trial facilites, Int. free credit card,
instant credit. access, Visa. Opened Mon-Sat 10-6.30,
Closed Thursday.

CHOICE HI-FI Tel. 0181 392 1959. Specialist
dealers in high end quality second-hand equipment.
All main brands in stock including Krell, Audio
Research, Wadia, Mark Levinson, Sonus Faber, Linn,
Naim, SME & many more. Generous price given on
trade-in. Part exchange welcome. Also dealers for
Trichord, SME, Gamma, Trilogy, Lumley, Boulder &
many more.

INFIDELITY 9 High Street, Hampton Wick,
Kingston-upon-Thames. Tel: (0181) 943 3530. for
full details see entry under SURREY

HIFI EXPERIENCE 227 Tottenham Court Road,
London W1. 0171 580 353S. Arcam, Audiolab,
Mission, Cyrus, Quad, Celestion, Kef, Meridian,
Rogers, Tannoy, Yamaha, TDL. Thorens, Marantz,
Nakamichi, Musical Fidelity and many more. Open
10.00-7.00 Mon-Fri. 9-6 on Sat. Service dept, Credit
facilities, delivery and free installation.

K ] WEST ONE 26 New Cavendish St London
WIM 7LH. 0171 486 8262/63. Fax 0171 487 3452.
Two hi-fi & two home cinema dem studios. Appts
pref. Home trial. Installation by arrangement. Service
dept. Major credit cards. Interest free credit on
selected items. Major brands stocked: Arcam, Audio
Alchemy, Audion, Audiolab, Audio Research, B&W
Castle, Chord, Copeland, DPA, Epos,Graaf, Harbeth,
KEF, Klipsch, Krell, Lexicon, Marantz, Martin Logan,
Meridian, Michell, Micromega, Mission, Musical
Fidelity, Nitty Gritty, Pink, ProAc, Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Orelle, Sonus Faber, Stax, Tannoy, Theta, Unison
Research, Wilson Benesch. Open 6 days.

THE LISTENING ROOMS 16| Old Brompton
Road, London SWS5 OLJ. (0171) 244 7750/59. Fax
(0171) 370 0192. Linn, Quad. Meridian, Nakamichi,
Arcam, Audioltab, Acoustic Energy, SME, Audio
Research, Krell, Wadla, Theta, Apogee, Martin
Logan, Pioneer, Tannoy, Systemdek, Stax, Pink
Triangle, Michell, Monitor Audio, Yamaha, Marantz,
Kef, Bose, Celestion, Epos, Mission, Denon, Neat
Petite. Mon-Sat 10-6pm.

ORANGES AND LEMONS 61-63 Webbs Road,
Battersea, swl|. Tel: 0171 924 2040. Juicy fruit from
London’s freshest Hi-Fi / Home Cinema retailer,
now in our second year. Telephone demonstrations,
or just pop in. All the usual, i.e. friendly and efficient
service, free home installation, credit cards, 0%
credit finance available (subject to status), plus..all
the very best from Arcam, Cable Talk, Castle
Acoustics, The Chord Co., Denon, Epos, Kef,
Marantz, Micromega, NAD, Naim Audio, Neat,
Quad, Rega, Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Yamaha and more.

THOMAS HEINITZ LTD 35 Moscow Road,
Bayswater, London, W2 4AH. Tel.0171 229 2077.
Fax: 0171 727 9348. Nearest tube stations are
Queensway and Bayswater. Plenty of parking meters
available, Demonstration room available by
appointment. Stockists of B&O, NAIM, REGA,
Micromega, Cyrus, Denon and Epos. Payment Via,
Access, Visa, Cheques, Cash and interest free credit
facilities (details on request.) Open 10.30am-6.00pm,
Tue-Sat.

TIME & TUNE For T.V, video, Hi-Fi, and in-Car
Hi-Fi. we are dealers of Aiwa, Bose, Hitachi, Jamo,
Kenwood, Marantz, Mitsubishi, Nad, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Sony, Technics. For these and more come
and see us at Time & Tune, 218-220 Whitechapel
Rd. London, EI 1B). Or call 0171 377 2000

UNIQUE AUDIO Tel: 0181 4507384, Specialists
in our field of high end, high Fidelity Audio Products
incl: Audiosynthesis, LFD, VPI, Audiophysics,
Yamayuru, Pink Triangle, QLN, Townsend, Credo,
XLO, Rockport, Michell, impulse to name just a few!
We are also valve and vinyl experts and can offer ex-
dem and 2nd hand equipment too. 9.00am-7.00pm
Mon-Sat.
GREATER MANCHESTER

AUDIO COUNSEL, 14 Shaw Road, Oldham, OLI
3LQ. Tel (0161) 633 2602 Fax (0161) 633 2502
Linn, Nalm, Rega, Arcam, Rotel, Royd, Mission,
Micromega, Marantz, Shahinian, Celestion,
Nakamichi, Dynavector. Free installation. Record
Club. Major credit cards and credit facilives. Open
Tuesday-Saturday 10.00- 5.30, 8pm on Thurs.

ORPHEUS AUDIO..Passion for Total Fidelity...
Authorised Dealer for: Acoustic Precision, Art
Audio, Audio Alchemy, Audio Analogue, Audiomeca,
Audio Physic, Audio Synthesis, Boulder, Burmester,
Cabasse, Conrad Johnson, Croft, DPA, EAR,,
Electrocompaniet, Forseli, Fullers, Gamma
Acoustics, Golden Tube, Graaf, Klipsch, Living Voice,
Lowther Voigt, Magnum, Meracus, OCM, Oracle,
Orelle, Ortofon, Papworth, Project, Pentachord,
Pink Triangle, Purist, QED, Sequence, Stax, Teac,
Triangle, Trichord Research, Totem, Unison
Research, Yamamura Churchill, YBA and others.
Free delivery/installation. Call for list of part ex.
bargains. Demonstrations by arrangement in
Standish (f27 of the M6), or in your own home
without obligation. Tel: 01257 473175 (evening calls
welcome).

PRACTICAL HI-Fl 65 Bridge Street. Manchester
M3 3BQ Tel:- 0161 839 8869 See our main entry
under Lancaster

SWIFT OF WILMSLOW, 4.8 St. Annes Parade
Wilmslow. Tel (01625) 526213. Aura, B&W, Denon,
Kenwood, Marantz, NAD, Pioneer, Rotel, Tannoy,
Revolver, JPW, Open 9.30-6.00pm. 2 dem. rooms.
No pressure!

SERIOUS KIT Audio Note - Sugden - Pro-ac -
Harbeth - Neat - Trichord - Systemdek - Lyra -
Proceed - Target - Stemfoort - SME - Michell - Heart
- Keswick and more by appointment only Tel: 0161
793 6742

MERSEYSIDE

ACOUSTICA |7 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.
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VIRRAL HIFI AUDIO CONSULTANTS
‘elephone: 0151 343 0008

rofessional Consultant Services

Ve believe in value for money. That's why we only
tock audio equipment that has been carefully
elected for its price, build. & most important
xcellent sound quality. As a ¢ Itancy we

DEFINITIVE AUDIO serves the first time

ANGLIA AUDIO The Street, Hessett, Bury St

purchaser and the diophile with the
same high level of care and interest. Our aim is long
term customer satisfaction. We achieve this with
quality impartial advice, quality back up and service
and genuine interest in your needs. We have an

d r ion for achieving sound quality

pecialise in independent advice, with our help you
hoose the right product or system and avoid a
ostly mistake. We guarantee to put to together
he best system to suit your pocket. Agencies
nclude: DPA, Klyne Audio, Magnum Dynalab,
lonarchy, Orelle, Rose, Teac, XLO Cables,
\udiomeca, Audio Valve, Audio Analogue, Alén,
older, Base, B.C.D.,, CAT., Cary Audio, Dynaudio,
lectroacompaniet, Golden Tube, Graaf, Groove
‘ubes, Grado, Heybrook, |M Lab, Lyra, SD-
\coustics, Sennheiser, Shun Mook, Sound Lab, Stax,
umiko, Transfiguration, Unison Research.
Jemonstration facilities are by appointment. Easy
notorway access with parking. Please call for
riendly and courteous service.
MIDDLESEX

\UDIO T 5% Chase Side, Enfield. (0181) 367-
132, Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
wdiolab, Celestion, Cyrus, Denon, Kenwood, KEF,
inn, Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Trichord Research,Yamaha
. many more. Tues-Fri 9.30-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. 3 year
{i-Fi guarantee. 30 day free upgrades. PX. Selected
nterest Free. 2 listening rooms. Home Cinema
pecialists. BADA Bonded.

AUSICAL IMAGES 45 High Street, Hounslow,
fiddlesex. Tel(0181) 569 5802. Fax. (0181) 569
353.

MUSICAL IMAGES 173 Station Road, Edgeware,
fiddlesex. Tel. (0181) 952 5535 . Fax. (0181) 952
535. Most brands available - see full page
dvert.Interest free credit, ask for details. Demo
ooms. Repairs & Service. Sunday opening - Open
Il week. A Home Cinema Specialist. Mail order.

art exchange.
NORFOLK

BASICALLY SOUND The Old School, School
load, Bracon Ash (Nr Norwich), Norfolk, NR 14
HG. Tel:(01508) 570 829. Stockists of the following
eading Hi-Fi:Arcam, Audiolab, Audio Alchemy,
denon, Naim, Epos, Micromega, Heybrook,
Nakamichi, Rotel, Royd, TDL, Beyer, Grado,
ennheiser, Dynavector, and more.Bada members, 2
omprehensive demo rooms.

ZEROTH AUDIO GT Yarmouth.Tel:(01493)
43693. Audio analyst and consultant, supplier of
uality new and second user audiophile equipment
or Norfolk and Suffolk. Authorised stockist of
richord Research, Orelle/XTC, Bandor, CableTalk
tc, please phone for full list. Computer aided
eports on your current system, advice updates etc.
\ppointments only.

NORTHAMPTON

LASSIC Hi-F1 At Classic Hi-Fi we cover the
est in quality sounds. Be it a question of taste, a
uestion of balance or a question of price, we're the
nes to help. We stock: Marantz, Nad, Pioneer,
\ura, Yamaha, Heybrook, LFD, Sugden, Rotel,
lenwood, B & W, Kef, Rogers, Monitor Audio,
PW, Shearne Audio, Royd, Audio Alchemy, Teac
nd many more. For more details call: 01536
10855

ASTEN INN 32 Gold Street, Northampton, NN1
RS. Tel: (01604) 637871 Making Music with help
rom Linn, Rega, Audiolab, Naim, Rega, Myryad,
\rcam, Denon, Rotel, Yamaha, Marantz, Castle,
hahinian, Epos, KEF, Mission, Tannoy, Chord
-ompany, Cable Talk, Dynavector, Sumiko and
thers. 2 listening rooms, Open [0am-5.30pm
closed Thursday).

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE

ASTLE SOUND & VISION 48-50 Maid Marian
Vay, Nottingham, NGI 6GF. Tel. 01159 584 404.
Nottingham'’s newest & largest hi-fi & home theatre
tore, serving the whole of the region. Brands
tocked include: Alchemist, Audio Valve, Blueprint,
Joston Acoustics, Castle Acoustics, Chario, Chord
lectronics, DMP, Denon, Henley, Jeff Rowland,
olida, Kef, Keswick, Klyne, Lexicon, Loewe,
farantz, Mark Levinson, Micromega, Monarchy,
NHT, Naim, Nordost, Pink Triangle, Pioneer,
roject Turntables, Precious Metals, QLN, Quad,
el, Revox, Sheffield Lab, Solid Steel, Sonic
rontiers, Sony Projection Systems, Stands Unique,
tereophile, Talk Electronic, Wilson Benesch and
(LO. New brands arriving all the time. Large
howroom and three dem rooms. Home dems and
| full installation service are available - including
nultiroom. Open 10.00 am - 6.00 pm Tuesday,
"hursday, Friday & Saturday; 11.30 am - 8.00 pm
Nednesday Out of hours appointments can also be
rranged.

CHANTRY AUDIO 18-18a Eldon Street,
"uxford, Nr Newark, Notts, NG22 OLH. Tel. 01777
70372.  Pink Triangle, Absolute Sounds,
Micromega, DPA, Alchemist, CD developments,
ME, Meridian, Ruark, Rotel/Michi, Audion, Monitor
\udio + much more. Three demo rooms inc. Home
_inema, home trial, free installation, service dept.
\ccess, visa, credit facilities, Mail order, Mon-Sat
.30-6.00, Sun and evenings by appointment.

1.1 W WWOADID

benchmarks with innovation. We have an extensive
range of carefully selected agencies. We are open
Mon-Fri  9.30-6.30, Sat 10.00-1.30.
Visa/Mastercard/Amex. Deliveries nationwide and
worldwide. Extensive second hand stock.
components from £10.00 to £75000. Call for more
information. Tel/Fax (01 15) 9813562

NOTTINGHAM HI-FI CENTRE 120-122
Alfreton Road, Nottingham. Telk:- 01602 786919.
Over 25 years experience, superb demo rooms,
extensive range, free parking. Mon-Sat 9-5.30

OXFORDSHIRE

ASTLEY AUDIO LTD 3 Marketplace,
Wallingford (midway between Oxford and Reading).
01491 839305. Aura, B&W, Technics, Panasonic,
Pioneer, Kenwood, Sony, Yamaha, Denon, Dual,
Marantz, Mission, Tannoy. Kef, Mordaunt Short.
One Listening and one Home Cinema room. Home
trial, free installation. Service department. Access,
Visa, Amex, Diners. Instant credit. Tues-Fri 9-5.30,
Sat 9-5. Records & CDs stocked.

HI-CAM Buy/Sell Part Exchange. Good Quality
Audio Products. Equipment includes: Naim, Linn,
Audiolab, Kef, Mission, Krell, Meridian, Rel, Epos,
Also Prologic Equipment. Open Mon-Sun 10.00am -
8.00pm. For genuine & friendly service Tel.Fax
01844 260182 Mobile 0973 233380.

OVERTURE HI-Ft, 3 Church Lane, Banbury,
OXI16 8LR. Tel (01295) 272158. Arcam, Bose,
Denon, Heybrook, KEF, Linn Products, Mission,
NAD, Naim Audio, Quad, Yamaha. For sensible
unbiased advice, call Oxfordshire's audio experts.
Superb demo facilities. No appts. necessary, service
dept. free install, home trial. Access/Visa, instant
credit. Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 9.30-5.30.

AUDIO T 19 OId High Street, Headington,
Oxford (01865) 65961. Great Value on Acoustic
Energy, Arcam, Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord Research,
Yamaha & more. Tues-Fri 10-6. Sat 9.30-5.30. Thurs
until 8.00. 3 year Hi-Fi guarantee. 30 day free
upgrades. PX. Selected Interest Free. 2 listening
rooms. Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded

OXFORD AUDIO CONSULTANTS, Canay
House, Park End Street, Oxford OX! {JE. Tel
(01865) 790879 Fax (01865) 791665. Quad, Denon,
Spendor, Aura, Micromega, Ruark, B&W, Pink
Triangle, Roksan, Krell, Sonus Faber, NAD, Rotel,
Musicai Fidelity, Pioneer, Marantz, Rogers, TDL,
Demo room, Home trial and free installation.
Instant credit, Access, Amex, Visa. 10-6 Mon-Sat.

SHROPSHIRE

ADAMS & JARRETT Hi-Fi and Home Cinema
Specialist. Phone or visit us at 6-18, Norman Road,
St. Leonards.on-Sea, E.Sussex. (01424)
437165/432398. Stockist of quality equipment
including: Audio Innovations, Meridian, KEF, Ruark,
Marantz, NAD, JBL, Royd, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Traget Cable Talk Technlcs. TDC, Yamaha,

d. Air c g rooms, on site
service and repair facilities

SHROPSHIRE HIFI St Michael Street,
Shrewsbury, Shrops. SYI 2ES. Tel. 01743 232065.
Stockists of Musical Fidelity, Mordaunt Short, Sony,
Kenwood, Pioneer, Rotel, Denon, B&W, Proac.
Audio Visual. Products available. Open 9.30 -
5.30pm Mon-Sat.

SOMERSET

SOUTH WEST ANALOGUE Quality British
and European Hi-Fi. SME specialist, MK 2 Turntable
on demonstration. Michell, Garrard, Tube
Technology etc. Ensemble cables, stands, Sovereign
valves, 01643 85135| anytime.

STAFFORDSHIRE

SOUND OF MUSIC The alternative Hi-Fi shop.
01270 214143. AK.G., AV, Alchemist, B.CD.,
Blueprint, Castle, Chord Co., Deva, Dynaudio,
Dynavector, Electrocompaniet, john Shearn, Kef,
Lexicon, Linn, Loewe, Michell, Myryad, Nordost,
Ortofon, Project, Projekt Stands, Q.L.N., Restek,
Roksan, Stands Unique, Teac.

SUFFOLK

AANVIL AUDIO, Tel/Fax 01359 240687
Mobile 0467 404874 Music from the Sound
Foundry! Suppliers of: [Audio Physic]:
loudspeakers, Adyton: amplifiers, Meracus:
CD transports, players, DAC’s pre and
power amplifiers, Yamamura Churchill:
cables and accessories, ART: Accessories
Mail Order Accessories/CD's Cable/Amp
Stock Clearance:

Phone or fax for further details and ex-demo
hardware offers. Most major credit cards
accepted

Edmonds, Suffolk, IP30 9AZ Tel. 01359 270212.
“Hi-Fi and speaker centre dedicated to quality hi-fi
since 1971. Open 10-6. Closed Weds and Sundays.

DEFINITIVE AUDIO Tel/fax Brighton 01273
276716. We specialise in the assembly of natural
sounding dynamic audio systems which use high
quallty valve ampllflcmon and high efficiency

Evening and Sunday Dems by app

AUDIO IMAGES 7 All Saints Road, Pakefield,
South Lowestoft, Suffolk, NR33 éJL. Telffax: 01502
582853. Quad, Triangle, Arcam, Castle, Rotel, Moth,
JPW, Sugden, Mission, Project, Denon, Yamaha
surround sound. Audio Innovations, plus the
amazing ROTHWELL range. Separate dem room,
no appts nec. 10-6.30 Tues-Thurs, 7pm Fri. 6pm Sat.

EASTERN AUDIO 4| Bramford Road, Ipswich,
Tel. 01473 217 217. Fax 01473. 215705. Quad,
Arcam, Audiolab, Meridian, Mission, Denon, Rotel,
Marantz, NAD, Sony, Rogers. Nakamnchu.
Sy: dek, Technics, Cel W, Tannoy,
Morel Thorens and Top Tape. Also stock a wide
range of accessories. usual credit facilities. A BADA
dealer.

STOWSOUNDS audio consultants, Stone Farm,
Borough Lane, Great Finborough, Stowmarket. Tel:
01449 675060. We offer genuine impartial advice
and demonstrations of quality audio equipment,
racks and accessories. Demonstration by
appointment here or in your own home. Some ex-
demo and second-hand equipment. Phone for a
consultation, demonstration, or price lists and
product information.

SURREY

INFIDELITY 9 High Street,Hampton Wick,
Kingston upon Thames, Surrey. KT1 4DA. Tel. 0181
943 3530. Stockists of: Arcam, Creek, Epos,
Heybrook, Micromega, Naim Audio, Neat, Rega,
Roksan, Rotel, Royd, Teac, Yamaha. Open Teues -
Saturday. 10.30am - 7.00pm.

ROGERS HIFI 13 Bridge Street, Guildford, Surrey,
(01483) 561049. B&W, Castle, Denon, Dual, JBL,
Harmon Kardon, Kenwood, Maranez, Micromaga,
Mordaunt Short, Moth, Myriad, Musical Fidelity,
Pioneer, Rel, Royd, Ruark, Systemdex\k, Tannoy,
TDL, Teac, Thorens. Dem facilities available, no
appts necessary, free installation, service dept.
Access/Visa. Instant credit upto £1,000 subject to
status. Monday-Saturday, 9.30-6pm, later by appt.

SPALDINGS HI-F! 352-4 Lower Addiscombe
Rd., Croydon, Surrey, CRO 7AT. 0181 654
1231/2040. 3 dem rooms and home dem. Free
installation/credit. Meridian, Linn, Naim, Quad,
Arcam, Audiolab, Mission, Denon, Tannoy, Marantz,
Ruark. Mon-Sat 9-6, Tues 9-8, . Service dept. (3
Dem rooms incl. A.V. 0% credit).

SURREY HIF! 45 High Street, Godstone, Surrey,
RH$ 8LS. (01883) 744755. Demonstration rooms &
Free parking available. "Home Cinema on
Demonstration.” Arcam, Audiolab, Kef, Kef
Reference, Rogers, TDL, Thorens, Denon, Bose,
Marantz, Yamaha, M&K Sub-woofers, Musical
Fidelity, Cable Talk, Qudos, Stands Unique,
Alphason, Target, Partington, Atacama Stands, Bayer
Headphones, Sennheiser. 0% interest. Credit Cards,
Free installation service dept. Closed all day
Wednesday.

UNILET SOUND & VISION 35 High
Street, New Malden, Surrey. Tel (0181) 942
9567 or Fax. (0181) 336 0B20. Six superb
dem rooms, Interest free credit on all leading
brands * Also Open Sundays 10 - 4.00pm.

ZEBRA 18-24 Brighton Road, South Croydon.
Tek- 0181 - 688 2093. The UK's First and Finest
Home Cinema Store. 3 Demonstration Rooms.
Laser Disc CRT and Projection TV Centre. Many
brands stocked including Arcam, Audiolab, Merdian,
Lexicon, Kef, Pioneer, Rotel, Yamaha, REL and
Panasonic. Mon-Sat 9.30-6.00pm. All major credit
cards accepted. Finance available. Evening
ations by ap

SUSSEX (EAST)

ADAMS & JARRETT For the best Audio Visul
Specialist with friendly helpful seaff phone or visit us
at 6-18 Norman Road St. Leonards-on-sea, East
Sussex. Tel. 01424 437165/432398. Meridian, Kef,
Ruark, |BL, Marantz, NAD, Dali, Jamo, Onkyo, Rel,
Target, Technics, Yamaha, Kenwood, Musical
Fidelity, Dynaudio, Denon, Tannoy, B&W, Rotel,
Thorens. Interest free credit available subject to
status. Visa, Mastercard.

THE POWERPLANT “Brighton’s Leading Hifi
Shop”. 66 North Street, Brighton, Tel. 01273
775978. Comfortable listening rooms.
Knowledgeable and approachable staff. Roksan,
Micromega, Exposure, Audiolab, Epos, Rotel,
Marantz, Cyrus, Regal, Arcam, Mission and more.

SUSSEX (WEST)

AUDIO DESIGNS 26 High Street, East Grinstead,
West Sussex RHI9 3AS. Tel/Fax (01342) 314569.
Hi-Fi, Home cimema + multi room specialists.
Authorised specialists of: Arcam, Audiolab, Castle,
Cyrus, Epos, KEF, Linn (inc AVSE), Marantz, Mission,
Naim, Pioneer (inc LaserDisc), Quad, Rel, Rotel,
Sony, Soundstyle, Stands Unique, Target, Thorens,
Yamaha & more. 3 dedicated demonstration rooms
- Hi-Fi & Home cinema. Service dept 0% finance
available 9.30-6.00 Mon-Sat. Late by appointment.

p s. If dy . effortiess sound with
natural timbre appeals to you give us a ring. If you
prefer small strained wearing transistor sound don't
bother. If you are a first time buyer bewildered by
the amount of choice and opinion give us a ring
anyway. Selected components from: Arcadia, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Border Patrol, Bravura,
Goldring, Living Voice, SME, Voyd. Relaxed
demonstrations in comfortable home enviroment.
Appointments only please. Visa/Access. No Credit

WARWICKSHIRE

THE LEAMINGTON HI-FI CO 23a Regent
Street, Leamington Spa, Warwks CV32 SE). Tel:
01926 888644. Fax: 01926 887486. E-mail:
kbrowne@bbencs.org.uk. Arcam, Audiolab, Quad,
Meridian, Marantz, Denon, Pioneer, Yamaha, NAD,
Micromega, Mission, Kef, Celestion, Atacama,
Technics, Trichord, TDL, Rel, Ixos. Single speaker
dem room. We do not use any comparetors. We
also have full demonstration of Projection T.V. with
Laserdisc and full Pro Logic systems. Part exchange
welcome. Please phone or E-mail for prices. We
have in stock over 200 Laserdiscs. Calt for our
latest catalogue.

SOUNDS EXPENSIVE 12 Regent St, Rugby,
Warwks CV21 2QF. Tel: 01788 540772. Agents
for: Arcam, Audiolab, B&O, Castle, Celestion,
Denon, Dual, Kef, Mission, Marantz, Meridan,
Pioneer, Quad, Rotel, Sony, Tannoy, Yamaha &
many more. 2 year warranty on all hi-fi separates. 2
Demonstration rooms, Home Trials, All Major
Credit Cards Accepted, Mail Order Welcome. Ring
Now For Keenest Prices. Open Monday - Saturday
9-5.30. Closed Wednesday. If We Haven't Got It
It's Probably Not Worth Having.

STRATFORD HI-FI [0a Chapel Street, Stratford
upon Avon, Warwickshire. Tel: (01789) 414533,
Arcam, B&W, Bose, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Marantz,
Micromega, Mission, Monitor, Audio, NAD,
Panasonic, Onkyo, Pioneer, Rotel, Sony, Technics,
Yamaha. Demonstration room. Service facilities.
Mail order, Interest free credit. Open 9.30-5.30
Monday to Saturday. all major credit cards.

WEST MIDLANDS

MUSIC MATTERS 363 Hagley Road, Edgbaston.
Tel. 0121 429 2811. Arcam, Audiolab, Audio
Research, B+W, Celestion, Chord, Copland, Cyrus,
Denon, Dali, Jamo, BL, Kef, Krefl, Marantz, Musical
Fidelity, NAD, Panasonic, Pioneer, Rel, Rotel, SME,
Theta, Yamaha. A wide range of Classical CDs are
available. Visa, Access, Switch, Amex, Diners open
Tues-Sat 10-5.30 late night Thurs until 7.00. Also
situated in 93/95 Hobs Moat road, Solihull.

FRANK HARVEY HI FI EXCELLENCE 163
Spon Street Coventry Tel: 01203 525200 Fax:
01203 631403 Audiolab - Audio Alchemy-Atacama
Aura - Arcam - Audio Quest - Alphason - Apollo -
Bang & Olufson - Bose - Castle - Canon - Cable
Talk - Celestion - Chord - Cyrus - Denon - Dual
Foundation - Heybrook - [XOS - Kef Reference -
JBL - JPW - Jamo - Kenwood - Lasor Disc Marantz -
Meridian - Monitor Audio - Micromega - Mission -
Michell Gyrodek Monster - Morduant Short -
Musical Fidelity - Nakamichi - NAD - Ortofon -
Onkyo - Panasonic - Pioneer - Polk Audio - Quad -
QED - REL - Rega - Revolver - Rogers - Rotel -
Royd - Sennheiser - Systemdek - Target - Teac -
Technics - Tannoy - Thorens - TDL - Van Den Hul -
Wessex - Yamaha Much Much More In Store on 3
Floors 4000 SQ Feet with 3 Dedicated Hi Fi Demo
Rooms of the very Best Hi Fi Plus 2 A/V Demo
Rooms. Nice staff Nice coffee. Appts Nec. Service
Dept. Free Install & Home Trial. All Credit Facilities.
Plus Interest Free Credit. Open 9.30am to 5.30pm
Monday to Saturday.

GRIFFIN AUDIO 94 Bristol St., Birmingham, BS
TAH Tel. 0121 622 2230 Fax 0121 666 6795. Tues-
Sat 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Enjoy music at home with a
system from Griffin Audio. We demonstrate and
install the very best hi-fi, with systems from £500 to
£25 000. Ask for Bob, Tim or Alex. Stockists of
Arcam, Denon, Linn, Musical Technology, Naim,
Quad, Rega, Shahinian, Stax.

SOUND ACADEMY For the Midlands. The
Parade, Sutton Coldfield, Tel. 0121 321 2445 & High
Street, Bloxwich, Nr Walsall, (sharing the ASDA
shopping centre) Tel 01922 493499. Hosts 4
private studios plus a Home Theatre Cinema with
Tube & LCD Projectors. The best in hi-fi from
Naim, Arcam, Audiolab, Chord, Meridian, Monitor
Audio and many more. So... if you've taken time to
read this, please let us make you welcome. Phone
0121 321 2445 for Sutton or 01922 493499 for
Walsall. Call in and to browse our exciting display
of hi-fi and home cinema equipment. Mail order
available. interest free credit S.T. Status. Open 6
days, 9am to 5.30pm. Please call for late night.
Expert Advice, Cable Dressing and Installation.

WILTSHIRE

AUDIO T 60 Fleet Street, Swindon. (01793)
538222 Great Value on Acoustic Energy, Arcam,
Audiolab, Cyrus, Denon, KEF, Linn, Marantz,
Meridian, Micromega, Mission, NAD, Naim,

1 dial=-a=dealeyr
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Nakamichi, Quad, Rotel, Technics, Trichord
Research, Yamaha & many more. Tues-Sat 9.30-6. 3
year Hi-Fi guarantee. Free delivery & installation. 30
day free upgrades. Home demonstrations. PX.
Selected Interest Free Credit. 2 listening rooms.
Home Cinema specialists. BADA Bonded.

SALISBURY HI-FI LTD, I5 Catherine Street,
Salisbury, Wiltshire SPI 2DF. Tel (01722) 322169.
Arcam, B&W, Celestion, Denon, KEF, Kenwood,
Marantz, Meridian, Micromega, NAD, Ruark, Sony,
Yamaha, 2 Dem rooms. Friendly, relaxed
atmosphere. Professional advice. Home dem
available. Service department, Free installation.
Home trial facitities. Access, Visa, Amex. Interest
free credit, Instant credit, Open Mon-Sat 9-5.30.

THE RIGHT NOTE - See under BATH &
BRISTOL heading

MUSICAL INTENTIONS ‘PLEASE NOTE OUR
INTENTION IS FOR YOU TO ENJOY MUSIC'.
Please see main lineage entry under ‘Avon’

WORCESTERSHIRE

COLORAMA H-Fl 27 Kingfisher Walk, Kingsfisher
Centre, Redditch, Worcs B97 4EY (01527) 597260.
Marantz, Rotel, Harman Kardon, Ixos, Sennheiser,
Teac, NAD, Onkyo, TDL, Polk Audio, B&W. Full
Pro-logic products. In-store integrated dem
facilities. No appts required, service dept. Access,
Visa. Open 9-5.30, closed Thursday’s.

MIDLAND AUDIO EXCHANGE 18I, Franche
Road, Kidderminster, Worcs, DYI| 5AD. Tel.
01562 822236 Mobile. 0421 605966.Open seven
days a week, 9.30am to 6.30pm. By appointment.
Evening demos arranged.2 demo rooms, home
demos. Part exchange always welcome,service
facility, free delivery. Anatogue Hi-End specialist.
Agencies include Roksan,Rega, Audionote, Audio
Alchemy, Apogee, Proceed, B&W Tech, Heybrook.
Sonic link, Q.L.N. and many more.Access, Visa and
Switch, finance on request,

SPAINS HI-F| 2 & 2a New rd, Bromsgate Worc's
Tel: 01527 872460. Aura. Apollo, Audioguest, b&w,
Denon, Harmon Kardon, jbl, jvc, Kef. Kenwood.
Marantz, Mission, nad, Nakamichi, Onkyo, Pioneer,
qed, rel. Revolver, Rotel, Sennheiser, Sony, Tannoy,
Thorens, etc. 2 Demonstration Rooms, Home
Cinema Specialists, 0% Finance available on selected
products, Part Exchange welcome, on site service
dept; wide range of television, video, mini systems
etc. in stock.

WEST MIDLANDS AUDIO |58 Ombersly
Road, Worcester WR3 7HA. Tel 01905 458046.
Fax. 01905 45758S. Naim, Rega, Rotel, Marantz,
Nakamichi, NAD, Audiolab, Roksan, Meridian,
B&W, Audio Research, Krell, Martin Logan, Arcam.
9-5.30 Mon-Sat, eve’s by appt only.

YORKSHIRE (NORTH)

HARROGATE Hi-FI, IS Commercial Street,
Harrogate, N.Yorks. Tel (01423) 504274. One of the
best ranges of quality hi-fi in the North of England,
including Lumley valve amplification, Audio Research,
Musical Fidelity, Martin Logan, Sonus Faber, Castle,
Orelle, Michell, Ruark, Stax, Copland, Tannoy, NAD,
Onkyo, Rotel, Meridian, Lexicon, Project, Silver
Sounds, Cogan Hall, DNM. Home Cinema dems.
Home dems. (appts. not always required). Service
Deptt. All major credit cards accepted. Credit
facilities available. Open 10-6. Why! Because music
matters.

YORKSHIRE (EAST)

ZEN AUDIO 35 George Street, Hull Tel. 01482
587397. “Comfortable listening rooms; Home dems;
Personal, friendly service; Free installations. Agencies
include: Arcam, Audiolab, Atacama, Audio
Innovations, Audio Note, Audion, Alchemist, B&W,
Cable Talk, Chord CO, DPA, Densen, Denon, DNM,
EAR, Exposure, Fi-Rax, Harbeth, Heybrook, Impulse,
KAR, KEF, Michell, Micromega, Monitor Audio,
Musical Technology, Myryad, NAD, NAIM, Pioneer,
REL. Rehdeko, Rotel, Royd, Ruark, Shearne Audio,
Stands Unique, Sugden, Spendor, Sonic Link, TEAC,
TDL, Tube Technology, Vivanco and many others.

YORKSHIRE (SOUTH)

HIFI STUDIOS DONCASTER Hi-Fi Studios.
Sunnyfields, Doncaster, DN5 8SA. Tel/Fax: (01302)
781387/540045. Audiolab, Electrocompaniet. Pro-
Ac, Ruark, Castle, TEAC, Unison Research, T+A,
Impulse Horns, Monitor Audio, Harbeth, Alchemist,
Michell Turntables, Nottingham Analogue Studios,
Blueprint, Audio Analogue, Exposure, Living Voice,
Densen, Celestion, (A Series only), Opera, Etalon,
Audio Physic, Trichord Research, Yamaha and
Klipsch Home Cinema Pro-Logic demonstrations.
Nordost, Stands Unique, Stax Electrostatics,
Ortofon, Ringmat Developments, Audio Technica,
Goldring, Listening Rooms, Home Trial, Free
delivery, and installation. 2 years Guarantee. Access
& Visa. 10-8pm Tues - Fri,

10-6pm Sat, Closed Monday. Phone for further
information and FREE fact-pack.

MOORGATE ACOUSTICS 8 Waestgate
Chambers, Rotherham Tel: 01709 370666, 184
Fitzwilliam Street, Sheffield Tel: 01142 756048 -
Audio Alchemy, Atacama, Arcam, Audio Lab, Audio
Quest, Beyer, Bose, Canon, Castle, Cyrus, Celestion,
Denon, Jamo, John Shearn (Amplifiers), Linn,

Marantz, Mission, REL (Sub Woofers), Rogers
(Speakers & Amplifiers), Royd, Sennheiser, Spendor,
Tannoy "D", T.D.L. Technics, Yamaha. Demo rooms
(6), Home Cinema, Access, Visa, Switch, Interest
free credit (details available upon request), up to 5
years guarantee.

SOUNDWAYVE AUDIO 22 Lord Mayor's Walk,
York, YO3 7THA Tel. 01904 646309. Hi-Fi sales incl.
NAD, Onkyo, Dali, Cerwin Vega, Teac, Kenwood,
Ortofon, Alchemist, Jamo and many others. In-house
workshops for repairs and svcg. on all makes, Dem-
room incl. Home Cinema. No pushy sales staff!! Just
good equipment and a friendly atmosphere.

SOUND ORGANISATION YORK, 2b Gillygate,
York Y03 7EQ. Tel (01904) 627108. Carefully
chosen Hi-Fi and AV equipment includes Arcam,
B&W, Denon, Linn, M&K subwoofers, Naim, Rega,
Rotel, Royd, etc 3 dem rooms incl. Home Cinema
and Multi-room facilities. Service Department, Home
installations. Instant Credit and major credit cards .
Closed Mondays. Phone for chat and more details.

VICKERS HI-F} 24 Gillygate, York. Tel:(01904)
629659. There's a lot we could say - but it's all there
already in our ad in this issue. (See Main ad index on
page 130 to find Vickers) ..Why not ook at the
whole picture!

YORKSHIRE (WEST)

HUDDERSFIELD HI-FI CENTRE 4 Cross
Church St. Huddersfield. (01484) 544668. B&W,
Cyrus, Kenwood, Denon, Rotel, Arcam, Musical
Fidelity, Quad. Audio Lab, Marantz, Mission, ect.
Dem facilities - appointment reqd. Mon-Sat 9-5.30,
Thurs 9-8. Closed Wed. Free installation, credit
facilities. Access, Visa

PREMIER AUDIO Wakefield {01924) 255045. A
brand new company offering a range of exciting
Audiophile products carefully selected and
professionally d rated. Equip includes
Audio Synthesis, Chord Company, Classe, cable
Talk. DPA, EAD, Exposure, Harbeth, Kora, Mirage,
Myryad,Orelle, Trichord and many others.
demonstration facilities, Home demonstrations &
Free installation. Part Exchange & used equipment
Available. telephone for details and opening offers.

SCOTLAND-——-
CENTRAL

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 0431 220 535, 1 Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 013) 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Fatkirk 01324 62901 |. Audiolab, Cyrus. Sound-Byres,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.
JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

DUMFRIES & GALLOWAY

RIVER HI-Fl 28 Church Crescent. Dumfries
(situated above Barnstorm Records) Tel.
01387 267048 Fax. Mobile: 0468 038306,
Selected Agencies include: Naim, Rega,
Roksan, Ruark, Aichemist, Pro-Ac, Kef,
Trichord, Marantz, QLN, Tannoy, Orelle,
Rotel, Teac. Audiomeca, Triangle, Castle,
Opera, Infinity. Densen, Musical Fidelity,
Neat, Revox. Apogee, Ortofon, Pro-ject
Turntables, Sennheiser, Stax, Grado,
Primare, Jeff Rowland, Marston, Soundstyle,
Stands Unique, Atacama, Nordost, Van den
Hul, Chord Company, MIT, etc.

* Showroom and 2 Listening Rooms
*Appointments and home demonstrations
available.

LOTHIAN

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 013! 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 629011. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.
JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St, Glasgow 0141 226
5711, Glasgow’s oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

MUSIC MILL 72 Newhaven Road, Edinburgh EHé
5QG. Tel: 0131 555 3963 Fax: 0131 555 3964
Audio Research, Copland, Naim Audio, Krell,
Roksan, Rotel, DNM, Marantz, AVI, Martin Logan,
Pro-Ac, Wilson Audio, Wilson Benesch Theta
Digital, Transparant Audio, AlchemistQuadraspire,
Stands Unique. Listening Rooms, Free Parking, Full
Workshop, Delivery and Installation. Open Mon-Sat
10-6.00 pm. Please phone for a map or contact
Raoul, john, Mark, or Mike.

GRAMPIAN

HOLBURN HI-F{ 441 Holburn Street, Aberdeen.
Tel: 01224 585713. Arcam, Audiolab, B&W,
Celestion, Denon, Dual, Epos, Heybrook, ION,
Kenwood, Creek, Maranz, Meridian, Mission, Cyrus,
MS., NAD, Nakamichi, Pioneer, QED, Quad, Revox.
Rotel, Ruark, Tannoy, Technics, Wharfedale,
Yamaha. 9.30-5.30 Mon-Sat,

AYRSHIRE

THE SOUND FOUNDATION The Sound
Foundation, 22 Nelson Street. Kilmarnock, Ayrshire.
KAl IBA. (01563) 574185. Equipment by Sugden,
Audio Note, ProAc, Harbeth, Michell, Castle, Voyd,
Trichord Research, Firax and Stands Unique. Full
credit facilities available, all major credit cards
accepted

STRATHCLYDE

COLIN MACKENZIE'S HIFI CORNER 52
Gordon Street Glasgow 0141 248 2840. Rose St
Edinburgh 013} 220 1535, | Haddington Place,
Edinburgh 0131 556 7901 and 44 Cow Wynd,
Falkirk 01324 62901 1. Audiolab, Cyrus, Sound-Bytes,
Meridian, etc. Most major Brands stocked. Free five
year guarantee on all loudspeakers, keen prices.

JAMES KERR & Co., 145 Bath St. Glasgow 014}
226 5711. Glasgow's oldest established hifi specialist,
now at new larger premises

LOUD & CLEAR 520 St Vincent Street,
Finniestone, Glasgow G3 8XZ. Tel: (0141) 221 0221
- not just another hi-fi shop, combining friendly
advice with specially selected products and the
keenest prices. Three dem rooms and full service
installation facilities. Interest Free Credit available on
selected products. Naim, Exposure, Alchemist,
Marantz. Denon, Rotel, Teac, Systemdek, Aiwa, Kef,
Tannoy. TDL, Mordaunt Short, Royd, Epos. Mon-Sat
10.00am - 6.00pm. Thursday 10.00 am - 7.00pm.
Complimentary parking at PC World, Finniestone
Street,

STEREO STEREO 278 St Vincent Street,
Glasgow, Tel: 0141 248 4079 E mail Stereo @ cix.
compulink.co.uk We will supply the most musical
sound for your budget and if you take the time to
visit us we will take the time to return the
compliment with free installation of your chosen
equipment. Open 10-6.00pm closed Sunday, Tuesday
Installation Nation-wide Interest free credit available

WALES- e

NORTH WALES

ACOUSTICA 17 Hoole Rd., Chester CH2 3NH
Tel: 01244 344227. See our main ad under Cheshire.

ACTON GATE AUDIO 4 Ruabon Road.
Wrexham, North Wales, Tel .01978 364500. See
our main ad under Cheshire.

ELECTRO TRADER |9 Colwyn Crescent. Rhos
on Sea, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd, Wales, LL2B 4RN.
(01492) 548932. NOW APPOINTED SUGDEN
DEALER FOR THE NORTH WEST. Rotel, Yamaha,
NAD, Harman, Kardon, Teac. Alphason, Heco.
Infinity, KEF. |BL, Sugden,Tannoy, Rotel Michi,
Haybrook. Acoustic Research, Ruark and Soundstyle
tri-pod racks etc. Dem room appts. preferred.
Home trial. Free install. Access, Visa, Open 9.30 -
1.00, 2.00 - 5.30 Mon-Sat.

GLAMORGAN (SOUTH)

SOUND DR. JULES SWANSEA, 01792280 061.
Call now for price list. UK or overseas. Hi end new
and pre-owned hi-fi at an affordable price. Home
trial prior to purchase. Reliable courier service and
repair service. Friendly and enthusiastic advice, day
or evening seven days a week. A service to suit you.

IRELAND —~oeeeee

CLONEY AUDIO S5 Main Street, Blackrock,
Dublin, Tel.2889449/2888477 Fax. 2834887 Products
include: Arcam, Classe, Philips, Rogers, Epos, B&W,
Naim Audio, Meridian and others. Open Tues/5at
10am-6pm. Thurs/Fri 'till 9pm Closed Mondays.

DUBLINN HI-FI 38 Aungier Street, Dublin 2. Tel:
(00 353) | 4785205. Fax: (00 353) 14785219. We all
have two ears and one mouth - use them
accordingly. We only stock the best products, based
on performance and reliability - not reviews or sales
patter. Call Mark or drop in for a listen. Three single
speaker demo rooms. Free delivery and installation.
Full service department, Open Mon-Fri 10-7, Sat 106

VINYL / RECORD MAIL ORDER

AUDIOPHILE UK LTD 214 Station Road,
Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2PH. Specialists in high
quality, new and used viny! & CD. Telephone order:
01932 701248 Fax order: 01932 701162. E-mail
order: sales@audiophile.co.uk. Order your copy of
our free monthly flyer and get the most up to date
information on new releases plus the thousands of
mint used LPs we hold in stock. As well as this we
stock interconnects, record cleaning materials,
isolation feet and many more accessories. Callers
welcome by appointment, Hours Mon - Fri 7.00am
5.00pm and occasional Saturdays.

ABERGAVENNY MUSIC 23 Cross Street,
Abergavenny, S. Wales. NP7 SEW Tel: 01873
853394, 9am - S5pm Monday-Saturday. E-mail:
abermusic@compuserve.com. All major credit
cards accepted. Abergavenny Music is a specialist
classical music shop carrying a wide stock of CDs &
Tapes. We regret we do not stock vinyl. Please
phone for prompt personal service. Any item in
stock can usually be posted on same day. First class
free p&p. We welcome any enquiry or order.

DIVERSE MUSIC |2 Upper Dock Street,
Newport, Gwent, NP9 IDF. 9am-5.30pm Mon-Sat,
Internet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk.
Phone/fax 01633 259661 / 256261. E-mail:-
sales@diverse-music.clx.co.uk. Catalogues available.
Mastercard, Visa, Amex, Switch, |CB.. New and
forthcoming releases: Blue Note 180gm LPs - re-
issued on |4th April {very limited) also large current
and back catalogue stock selection. P&P £1.00 st
LP, additional LPs SOp each (max £3.50) Please
contact us for more details and catalogues.

LIONEL'S VINYL PO Box 22, Biggleswade, Beds,
SGI8 87B. Tel: 01767 314936 Fax: 01767 318462. E-
Mail: mafe34@dial.pipex.com We stock a large
range of quality assured secondhand vinyl, covering
the whole musical spectrum. All purchases are fully
guaranteed, and we will professionally clean records
prior to posting, if requested. All albums are priced
to sell quickly (from £1.00/L.P.), and Worldwide
Export is a speciality. Send A4 S.AE. or Phone
01767 314936 now for free catalogue.

SILVERNOTE PO Box 158, Cheshunt, Herts, EN7
6UH Always wanted: Vintage and Modern
Equipment, Records & CD's. Tele/fax Steve on
01992 620905

VINYL DEMAND Stockists of VPl record cleaning
machines and the widest range of audiophile vinyl in
the UK - at the best prices. Living Stereo, Verve,
Mobile fidelity, Decca, Absolute Analogue,
Testament, MCA, DCC. Also a vast range of
analogue accessories. Phone 01425-654545 or Fax
01425-654400 for orders or catalogues.

VIVANTE - Unit 4, 60 High Street, Hampton
Wick, Surrey KT1 4DB. Tel: 0181 977 6600. Fax:
0181 977 4445 One of the UK’s largest importer
and distributor of audiophile and conventional vinyl
is now operating a mail order service specialising in
jazz and classical reissues. Labels include Decca,
London, Deutche Gramaphon, Archiv, EMI,
Telefunken, Testament, Verve, MPS, Milestone,
Fantasy, Pablo and more. Extensive catalogue
available. Access/Visa accepted.

WOODSTOCK RECORDS - 22 Heritage Close,
St, Albans, Herts AL3 4EB Tel/Fax 01727 846 907.
Shop opening Mon 930-5.30 Tues-Sat 9.30-5.30.
Delta, Visa, Mastercard. Widest range of new and
used vinyl in the region plus CD’s, tapes and
accessories. (10.000 x 10” poly covers just arrived)
Accessories and vinyl lists available from July Ist...
A4 [SAE or 2 IRC'S for action! OFFER" 50 CD cases
£7 collected.

VINTAGE ~—----

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net,com. Hi-Fi bought, sold. repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad {look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

EX DEMONSTRATION-----

AFFORDABLE AUDIO. (Northampton)
Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists. 168 Wellingborough
Road. Northampton, NNi 4DU. Tel: ( 01604)
231261/845138. Mobile: (0370) 877893 Urgently
required: compact disc collections, hi-fi separates..
especially Linn products, Naim Audio, Cyrus
Electronics, Musical Fidelity, Quad Electronics,
almost anything British/American. Cash waiting, part
exchange welcome. We also stock lots of audio
accessories, compact discs, vinyl, Nicam video
recorders, DAT players. Single speaker dem room.
All equipment is sold with warranties. All Credit
Cards accepted. Please phone anytime for stock
update.

AUDIO CLASSICS. Audio Classics / Mellotone
Acoustics Co. P.O. Box 67, Wigan, Greater
Manchester, WN2 3AG. Tel: 01942 257525. Fax:
01942 525861. Mobile: 0585 476574. E-mail:
mell@tone.u-net.com. Hi-Fi bought, sold, repaired
and renovated. Mail order and vintage specialists.
Please see our main ad (look under the ad index to
find) for further information.

CHOICE HI-FI/Hi-Fi Exchange Open |0am-8pm, 7
days by appt. Tel: 0181 392 1959/1963. Fax: 0181
392 1994. Agents for Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC,
Boulder, Bryston, Chord, Forsell, Gamma, Van den
Hul, Lumley, Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight
Wire, Target, Trichord, Trilogy, VPI, XLO and many
more. We offer: generous part exchange, your
equipment purchased, show room/dem room, single
speaker dem room, trade in policy, credit card
facilities, mail order, export service, finance available.

HAZELMERE AUDIO. To hear how realistic
music can sound, please call for for an appointment,
(day or evening). Objective advice, comfortable
listening, home-demonstration, free installations,
part exchange, repairs and superb service. Acoustic
Precision, Air Tagent, ATL, Audiomeca, Basis Classe,
EAD, Fanfaare, Henley, Magneplanar, Mirage,
Monrio, Muse, Notts, Analogue, Opera, Ortofon,
SD, Sirius, Straightwire, Tice, Triangle, Trilogy, VPI.
High Wycombe (01494) 437892

TO ADVERTISE IN
DIAL A DEALER CALL
AMANDA SWEENEY ON
0171 289 3533

HI-FI WORLD



CLASSICAL

by Peter Herring

France take on Brazil once more, with the winning score in this encounter
coming from Darius Milhaud, and there’s a virtuoso performance on the Naim
label that’s nothing short of diabolical.

Music for piano duet:
Scaramouche,
Op165b/Kentuckiana,
Op287, et al

Stephen Coombs,
Artur Pizarro, pianos
HYPERION CDA67014

(DDD/62.20)

Darius Milhaud defies easy
categorization. Born in 1892
in Aix-en-Provence, his
musical education at the Paris
Conservatoire followed strictly
conventional lines, Paul
Dukas and Charles-Marie
Widor being among his tutors.
He went on to become a
member, along with the likes
of Poulenc and Honegger, of
the group of composers
known as Les Six. They
adopted as their spiritual
leader the arch-eccentric Eric
Satie, and some of Satie’s
sense of the absurd appears to
have rubbed off on Milhaud.
His musical sensibilities,
however, were predominantly
conditioned by a mixture of
Latin and Mediterranean
cultures, and Milhaud was not
alone among French
musicians in developing a
profound aversion to all things
German, principally Wagner.

HI-FI WORLD

If there was a moment
when Milhaud saw his
musical light, so to speak, then
it came in 1917 in Rio de
Janeiro, where he was working
at the French embassy. The
impact of Brazilian, and of
South American music in
general, was immediate and
shaped the remainder of what
was to prove a long and fertile
creative life.

One early product of
exposure to Brazilian popular
music was Le Boeuf Sur Le Toit
(The Ox On The Roof), in
which Milhaud transcribed
tangos, sambas and other dance
rhythms, linking them with an
irrepressibly cheerful theme of
his own, rondo-fashion. The
composer described the piece
as a cinema fantasie (he
believed it would make an
ideal accompaniment to a
Chaplin film) but the nearest it
came to visual realisation was
through a choreographic
scenario devised by Jean
Cocteau, which was set in an
American bar during the
Prohibition period.

Le Boeuf Sur Le Toit exists
in several versions, including
that for piano duet, played
here with panache and evident
good humour by Stephen
Coombs and the Portuguese
pianist Artur Pizarro.

Following his sojourn in
Brazil, Milhaud visited the
United States and there
enjoyed another revelation -
Jazz as played in the clubs of
Harlem in New York. Again,
he readily absorbed the idiom,
as he did the Creole, Latin-

American and negro traditions
of Louisiana which he
encountered while visiting
New Orleans.

This heady and eclectic
musical brew was deftly put to
use in the delightful Carnaval a
la Nouvelle-Orléans, while
Milhaud found further
inspiration elsewhere among
the southern states. The
wickedly tongue-in-cheek
Kentuckiana is described as a,
"divertissement on 20
Kentucky airs for two pianos”
but sounds for all the world like
a pair of decidedly inebriated
bar-room barnstormers
somewhat out of sync as they
rattle off a sequence of
Bluegrass favourites! This, one
suspects, is exactly the effect
Milhaud was seeking, and
Messrs Coombs and Pizarro
convey it to giddy perfection.
They are equally engaging in
the other pieces here, including
the suite of dances La
Libertadora, which was an off-
shoot of Milhaud’s opera
Bolivar, itself based on the life
of the eponymous South
American revolutionary leader.

By 20th-century standards,
Milhaud was an extraordinarily
prolific composer (443 works
with opus numbers alone), and
his keen musical intelligence
and broad appreciation
enabled him to work with
confidence and facility in just
about any genre he chose. He
wrote with great speed, and
the unevenness of his
inspiration is undeniable: he
did not inherit the rigorous
self-criticism of his tutor, Paul

Dukas.

Alongside the music of
other cultures, Milhaud was
also attracted by the technical
possibilities of music, most
significantly the device of bi or
poly-tonality, where two or
more different keys are used
simultaneously. It has the
potential to be purely
cacophonous, but it is a
measure of the playing here
that the effect merely
contributes to the
entertainment. Milhaud never
intended this music to be taken
too seriously, and that is how it
comes across in the hands of
Stephen Coombs and Artur
Pizarro. They have been well
recorded, too, (interestingly
playing Bosendorfer pianos) in
the mellow acoustic of
London’s Henry Wood Hall.

CLAUDIO ABBADO

Nehmt Meinem Dank,
lhr Holden Génner,
K383/Exsultate,
Jubilate, K165 et al

Wiegenlied, Op41
No1/Das Rosenband,
Op36

Christine Schdfer,

OCTOBER 1998 ﬁ
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AUDIOVECTOR
Analogue, Digital, Video and Optical

M1 o) £7ﬁ9ll.if) interconnect cables for
(“Worth consideration” - Hi-Fi World, Aug 98) hi-fi and home cinema applications.

M2 (from £1,399/pr) For all your present and future needs...look no
("Recommended" - Hi-Fi Choice, Jul/Aug 98) further.
M3 Signature (from £2,499/pr) “NEW*™

and Optic 2.1 fibre optic
**NEW** M3 Signature Active cable specially

. Audiovector M Series loudspeakers are designed for Dolby
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{low inductance) and F 19th+20th Sept. in Room 1043 (Home Cinema Choice 1998 Awards)

**NEW** LINC shielded 2.5mm

e (at the Renaissance Hotel, Heathrow)

Dataline 750 superior s-video cables for DVD
and LaserDisc players
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soprano; Maria Jodo
Pires, piano; Kay
Johannsen, organ;
Berlin Philharmonic
Orchestra; conductor,
Clauvdio Abbado
DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON
457 582-2 (DDD/65.10)

Christine Schafer’s debut
recording for Deutsche
Grammophon confirms this
young German soprano as one
of the outstanding voices of her
generation. As she has proved
in concert, most notably in the
title role in Alban Berg’s Lulu,
her tone is particularly suited to
20th-century repertoire, but
also has what it takes to
succeed in Baroque and
Classical. A combination of
Mozart arias and of orchestral
songs by Richard Strauss
provides the perfect showcase
for her considerable talents.

Though a century and more
separates the working lives of
Mozart and Strauss, much
unites them. One of the
strongest of those ties was an
ability to write supremely well
for the soprano voice, in
Strauss'’s case specifically that
of Pauline de Ahna, who was
to become his wife. Mozart,
too, was enchanted by a
highly-gifted singer, Aloysia
Weber and, although his
amorous approaches were not
reciprocated, he still produced
a string of wonderful arias for
her to perform.

The considerable technical
demands of these pieces
suggest that Aloysia Weber
must have had a formidable
vocal technique and range,
and 200 years on, that also
proves true of Christine
Schifer, who scales the
stratospheric heights of Vorrei
Spiegarvi, Oh Dio and Mia
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Speranza Adorata with style
and assurance. She is equally
poised in the ravishing motet
Exsultate, Jubilate, which
Mozart wrote for the
celebrated Italian male
soprano Venanzio Rauzzini.

In the five orchestral songs
by Richard Strauss, Christine
Schéfer finds a pleasing
balance between creaminess
and clarity. Each one is warmly
characterised without the voice
becoming over-opulent, and
even the most familiar of the
group, Morgen!, emerges with
unexpected freshness. The
genuine emotion evident in
these interpretations prompts
the hope that Christine Schifer
will go on to record the greatest
of all Strauss cycles, the
valedictory Four Last Songs,
ideally also with Claudio
Abbado who, with his Berlin
orchestra, proves such a
sympathetic and stylish
accompanist here. The
recording, made in DG’s tried
and trusted acoustic of Berlin’s
Jesus Christus Kirche, has a
pleasing airiness and achieves
an admirable balance and
focus.

Sonata in G m‘inor
(The Devil’s Trill)

\Sondta in C minor (Le
Tombeau)/Sonata in
D major

(arr. Ottorino
Respighi) Sonata in D
maijor, Op2 Nol1

Melodie from Orfeo Ed
Euridice

Yuval Yaron, violin;
Jeremy Denk, piano
NAIM CD0}8 (DDD/48.22)

Marrying fabulous technique
to refined musical sensibilities,
the Israel-born violinist Yuval
Yaron performs an imaginative
selection of mainly Baroque
pieces in this recital for the
Naim label. The most famous
work, and the one from which
the recording takes its title, is
Giuseppe Tartini’s Sonata in G
minor, the so-called Devil’s
Trill sonata.

The story goes that Tartini
dreamt of the Devil playing the
piece at the foot of his bed, the
experience becoming
especially nightmarish as Old
Nick fiddled his diabolical way
through the eerie trill which
distinguishes the sonata’s last
movement. The work was only
published after Tartini’s death,
earning its notoriety in the
hands of another virtuoso,
Nicolo Paganini, who spiced
up his performances of the
sonata by wearing a swirling
black cloak.

Its satanic associations
aside, the sonata is a
scintillating example of the
work of one of the leading
virtuosi from the "golden age
of ltalian string music. ltaly
was a magnet for musicians
from all over Europe during
the Seventeenth and
Eighteenth centuries. The
Frenchman, Jean-Marie

’
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Leclair, arrived there as a
dancer and ballet master and
returned to Paris as a
celebrated violinist, becoming
an important figure in the
development of sonata form
and making a central
contribution to the literature
and technique of the violin.

Yuval Yaron plays two of
Leclair’s finest pieces, the
sonata in D major which
became a favourite of
Joachim, the dedicatee of
Brahms's Violin Concerto, and
one in C minor, the sixth of
Leclair’s Troisieme Livre de
Sonates of 1733.

The work owes its
nickname of Le Tombeau (The
Tomb) to its minor-key gravity
and to its drum-like rumbles in
the left-hand accompaniment,
sounding for all the world like
a passing cortege. The sonata
ends on a brighter note with a
jig-like allegro, which Yaron
dashes off with terrific élan.

Yaron concludes with two
transcriptions, one by Ottorino
Respighi of a lively sonata
from Vivaldi’s Opus 2 set, and
an arrangement by Fritz
Kreisler of a lovely melody
from Gluck’s Orfeo Ed
Euridice. He plays the latter
quite beautifully, but without a
hint of schmaltz, and this is
characteristic of the recital: a
strong musical personality at
work, one always at the
service of the music.

Both Yaron, and his
excellent accompanist Jeremy
Denk, have been cleanly and
crisply recorded in the Auer
Hall of Indiana University in
Bloomington (where Yaron is
professor of violin). Lovers of
violin pyrotechnics will enjoy
every minute of this recital. It's
a pity, though, that there are
under 50 of those minutes.
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DRD OF THE MONTH

Concerto for Violin
and Orchestra
{L’arbre des
Songes)/Timbres,
Espace, Mouvement
{La Nuit
Etoilée)/Mystére de
L’'instant

Isabelle van Keulen,
violin; Matthias
Wiirsch, cymbalum;
Bamberg Symphony
Orchestra; conductor,
Marc Soustrot

KOCH SCHWANN 3-6491-2
(DDDI62.31)
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Analogue Archive Pte Ltd presents J ACINTHA - HERE’ S TO BEN

A vocal tribute to Ben Webster

Recorder at Ocean Way, Los Angeles, CA
March 17th - 18th

Featuring Teddy Edwards tenor
Kei Akagi Piano
Derek Ole bass

Laurance Marables drums

Here the jazz vocal album of the year - available on 180g IQ vinyl or 24 carat Gold CD:-
exclusively imported and distributed in the UK by:

VIVANTE LONDON

UNIT 4, 60 HIGH STREET, HAMPTON WICK, SURREY KT1 4DB
TEL: 0181 977 6600 FAX: 0181 977 4445

Europe’s Premier Audiophile mail order company

*SEE US AT THE HI-FI SHOW ‘98 ON STAND NO.6*




SLATE AUDIO

Linking The Past, Present & Future

THE SPEAKERSTAND ®
The best speaker supports in the world.

State of the art in performance and design, custom made to suit any loudspeaker. Solid slate, supremely
rigid and totally neutral* (*One specific Slate was chosen after extensive testing on all other stones)

SPEAKER PLATFORMS ISOLATION PLATFORMS TURNTABLE PLATFORMS SHELVING SYSTEMS

“Immaculately finished, sublimely rigid, on a par with the best stands I've used.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi
News R/R. “An astonishing degree of instrumental separation, stable and holographic, with great
precision and remarkable poise. The ultimate in high fidelity supports.” David Prakel, Hi-Fi Answers.
“Superbly finished, the sound quality was considered to be first rate.” Martin Colloms, Hi-Fi News R/R.
“The sound quality when using the Slate Audio stands proved to be a revelation, something special.”
Paul Messenger, Hi-Fi Choice. “The finish is excellent, the sound quality magnificent and breathtaking.”
Tom Bryant, The Telegraph. “The Siate stand is unusual and expensive, but if you are after an
exceedingly neutral stand it's the leading contender. This stand offers an exceptionally neutral platform
for speakers; highly transparent sound leads to musical performances with real insight.” SOUND
QUALITY: B @ B B B Maicolm Steward Hi-Fi Choice.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 and 401
The best & most musical record players in the world.

Our researched Solid Marble Plinth System® brings the Garrards into the 21st century. All
wooden Plinths produce unexceptable levels of coloration and feedback. No other Plinth system
can claim to improve the performance of these superb players.

THE REVIEWERS

“The Slate deck defines what real instrument solidity should be, it’s in a class of its own.” Alan
Sircom, Hi-Fi Choice. "The build and performance of the Slate Audio 401 are the audio equivalent
of the E type Jaguar.” Audiophile. “/ have never used a system like this one, it gets everything right.
Peter Soper insists Garrards are best mounted on Marble or stone, and from my experignce with
this plinth | wouldn't disagree.” Noel Keywood, Hi-Fi World. “The Garrards main problems are dealt
with most effectively by three cures; correct set up, heavy plinth and appropriate mat. Peter Soper
has mastered them all, the results are close to miraculous.” Ken Kessler, Hi-Fi News R/R. “/ have
been using the fantastic Slate plinthed Garrard, the sound was nothing short of breathtaking. The
basie Garrard without the Slate plinth is well engineered and pleasant sounding, but they anly give
exceptional results with the right kind of treatment.” Dominic Baker, Hi-Fi World.

OU/R CLIENTS “I have tested your 301, the sound quality as you know is excellent!” G. Pyne.
“The results | get are really unbelievable and | have tried some of the best turntable around, (Linn
LP12 Roksan Xerxes). “Thanks again for a marvellous piece of art.” Mr Teilinger.“/ am delighted
with my Slate Audio Garrard 301, it sounds fantastic. Well worth ail the detailed work that went into %%m? onge libe a diamond
the design.” R. Newham. “When | first put up the Slate Audio 301 | must admit to having quite a @

shock, forever converted.” K. Van Green, Electric Eel Studios. “/'m over the moon, the plinth looks

and sounds superb, stunningly beautifull! | would very highly recommend any of your customers

to seriously consider tiris great combination.” J. Marsh.

THE GLASSMAT ®
The finest platter mat in the world.

The Glassmat ® was developed to improve the performance of the Garrard 301 and 401 record players.
<44 However it also gives astonishing results when used on other turntables. So effective is its performance,
we have now made it available as a universal replacement mat. In all cases other mats introduce
colorations of their own, 1obbing the music of large amounts of detail and ambience. In order to achieve
maximum information retrieval with optimum damping, a hard and unyielding material is required. Glass
is ideal in every respect, damping is complete, the playing surface being quite simply sublime. In terms of
detail resolution and sheer three dimensional ability, no other mat comes close. But then you still have to
consider the absolute clarity, precision and solidity of the presentation. This is the ultimate platter mat.

"HE POWERHOUSE OU'R QUARTZ REFERENCED GARRARD 301/401 TD124 AND UNIVERSAL POWER SUPPLY. "KILLER” K.K.

"HE TABLESTROBE QU\RTZ REFERENCED STROBF GUN DESIGNED SPECIFICALLY FOR THE GARRARD 301 AND 401.

'HE HANDSTROBE QUARTZ REFERENCED HAND HELD STROBE SUITABLE FOR ANY TURNTABLE WITH SPEED ADJUSTMENT.
iTORMFORCE SOLID MARBLE ENCLOSURES" FOR ALL TANNOY DUAL CONCENTRICS. BEWARE..STRUCTURAL DAMAGE MAY OCCUR!
IUMDINGER ELEVATE YOUR EARLY SME 300982 T0 1997 STATU'S. BREATHES NEW LIFE INTO A GREAT CLASSIC.

BACKLASH SUPERB SME 3009 & 3012 GOLD PHONO SOCKET CONVERSION, INCLUDING OFC LEADS; BRILLIANT? YES.

BRAZEN U'PGRADE YOUR V15l WITH OUR ALLOY RE-BODY AND MICRO RIDGE STYLLU'S; INSANE? NO.

3OLID MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEMS® A1.SO FOR EMT AND THORENS TD124.

SLATE AUDIO GARRARD 301 AND 401 ARE AVAILABLE COMPLETE OR MARBLE PLINTH SYSTEM® ONLY.

SME CELEBRATION ARMS WITH SPECIAL GRAPHICS “SLATE AUDIO 301 OR 401 CELEBRATION" AND “SLATE AUDIO TD124 CELEBRATION" 309« 312 |V e V.

iHE TONEARM OUR SPECIAL VERSION OF THE FAMOUS REGA RB300, FITTED WITH GOLD PHONOS.

SME 300952 (1997 VERSION) A PERFECT MATCH FOR OUR V1511l BRAZEN AND THE NEW SHURE V15V x MR. “STILL CRAZY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS".

'HE SPIKEKIT SPECIALLY DEVELOPED TO FIT DIRECTLY TO FLOOR STANDING LOUDSPEAKERS OR ANY WOODEN SUPPORT ADJUSTABLE AND VERY SIMPLE TO FIT.

“COMPETITION IS HEALTHY, IT ENSURES WE STAY AHEAD”

SHURE STYLUS PRESSURE GAUGE » GARRARD 301 SWITCH SUPPRESSOR e TURNTABLE SERVICING « GARRARD 301 LEVER SET « GARRARD 301 FIXING BOLT SET
STROBE DISC » GARRARD 401 CONTROL PANEL SET « GARRARD 301 MOTOR PULLEY e FULL RESTORATION OF GARRARDS TO ORIGINAL CONDITION

ALWAYS WANTED, GARRARD 401, GARRARD 301 AND THORENS TD124 RECORD PLAYERS, PLEASE PHONE

47 GEMINI CLOSE, LEIGHTON BUZZARD, BEDS, LU7 8UD. o
visa & TEL/FAX: 01525 384174 MOBILE: 0956 471601
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5 Rocks Lane Barnes

&= London SW13 0DB
“~ Tel: 0181 876 3355

. — Fax: 0181 876 3399

e e
Don’t cheat yourself...
... ireat yourself
to the world’s finest audio fidelity equipment

We specialise in:
Audio visual interior design ¢ Multi-room installations ¢ ‘Life-style’ systems
Systems from £300 to over £30,000

CLEARANCE BARGAINS SONIC FRONTIERS
was  NOW ANTHEM INTEGRATED 1

B+W P4 £675 £539 :
B+W P5 ALL £875 £699
B+W P6 | BRAND £1095 £875
B+W CDM 1 SE NEW £600 £479
B+W CDM 7 POXER £1000  £799
B+W DM602 £300 £239
Castle Severn 2 (XD) £580 £459 =
Chario Hiper 1000 Tower £800 £499
Electrocompaniet EC1-1 £2195 £1756 £1295 OR £215 DEPOSIT AND 9 X £120
Electrocompaniet EC1-2 (Stone) ~ £1195  £850 (TOTAL PAYABLE £1295)
Electrocompaniet EC4R £1495 £1195
Jamo Concert 8 (SH) £1300 £999 ANTH EM CD1
Heybrook Optima (XD) £260 £220
Magnum Dynalab FT 101A £825 £669
Marantz CD67SE (XD) £300 £239
Marantz PM66 Kl Sig (XD) £400 £330
MICROMega Stage 4 £600  £450
Neat Critique (SH) £385 £285 :
Restek Sixtant Pwr Amp £900 £599 555 -
Roksan Caspian amp (XD) £695 £549
e ampanoD () ms s | 1495 OR£235 DEPOSIT AND 9 X £140
Roksan Rok One £645 £499
Ruark Sceptre £600 £479 OTHER FAVOURITES ALL AVAILABLE OM
SOLID PB100 £350 £279
2oOnLr:2tSe?[\é§mp'on (SH) gg}gg gjgo SIS0 COD Flajfer 21’\0/'985561&522?532 e it

[ - . eposi
Teac Tl Transport £550 £439 31)?2,?88 1?2,[8? depc;)sl,lt 6 x £150 Total payable
Teac V6030S Tape £550  £439 Syl DIE £1099.00
Thorens TD 180 £199  £145 £1995.00 FREE-

Precious Metals SS100 SS52 Interconnect Value

LL CLEARANCE BARGAINS ARE ONLY AVAILABLE BY Interconnect Value £100 £70
ELEPHONING OUR MAIL ORDER LINE ON 0181 878 0066 (subject to status) (subject to status)

AVI, ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, BAYER, BOSE, BOULDER, CABLETALK, CASTLE, CHARIO, CITATION,
ELECTROCOMPANIET, EXPOSURE, FINAL, GAMMA ACOUSTICS, GENESIS, HEYBROOK, JAMO, KEF,
LINN, LUMLEY, MAGNUM DYNALAB, MARANTZ, MARSTON, MCINTOSH, MERIDIAN, MICHELL,
MICROMEGA, MONARCHY, MYRYAD, PRECIOUS METALS, PRIMARE, PROJECT, ORTOFON, QED,
QUAD, REVOX, ROKSAN, RUARK, SEQUENCE, SOUNDSTYLE, SONNETEER, SONICLINK,
SENNHEISER, SONIC FRONTIERS, SME, STAX, TDL, TEAC, TOTEM, TRICHORD, TANNOY, TARGET,
XANTEK

Showroom open 10.00 to 6.00 Monday to Saturday
All Major Credit Cards Accepted ® Finance Arranged ¢ 2 Demonstration Rooms

m HI-FI WORLD



INTEREST
FREE

/ :: (available on selected items)

CREDIT *

Hi-End

WORLDWIDE MAILORDER SERVICE

From Dublin to Durban, Sheffield to Sydney

we'll ship fully insured within days of you

placing your order. Telephone our Mailorder

Hotline NOW ON + 44 (0)181 - 8780066

(INTEREST FREE CREDIT MAILORDER - UK ONLY)

~HEEI( PR
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ROKSAN CASPIAN Range NOW AT THE HI END

AVAILABLE ON INTEREST FREE CREDIT 0%

TELEPHONE OUR MAILORDER HOTLINE ON 0181 8780066

FOR DETAILS...SHOP FROM HOME

*REMEMBER WE CAN SUPPLY VIRTUALLY ANY BRAND OF

HI-FI YOU REQUIRE AT THE KEENEST PRICES

EREST FREE CREDIT (Subject to status)

Roksan Caspian CD

SS52 Interconnect Value

Roksan Caspian Amp

£895.00 £175 deposit £695.00 £125 deposit
6 x £120 Total payable 6 x £95 Total payable
£895.00 £695.00
FREE: FREE:

10m Soniclink
AST200 BW Value

Precious Metals

NOW DEMONSTRATING

AVI Pre-amp + Monoblocks - awesome

AVI Positron - ignore at your peril

ANTHEM Integrated/Pre/Power-Amplification -
best of Canadian valves

CASTLE SEVERN 2 - frighteningly good value

CYMBOL - HDCD at £1299 - Unreal

CYMBOL - New Integrated amp at £499

ELECTROCOMPANIET - Class A Perfection from
Norway

GAMMA ACOUSTICS RHYTHM - single ended
integrated

GENESIS - Loundspeakers - a refreshing
alternative to Wilson Audio

GRADIENT - Loudspeakers from Finland

JAMO Concert 8 - Awesome

LINN - LP12, HI-FI + Multi Room solutions

MARANTZ - CD17 K.I. sig - So Real, So Natural

MARSTON AUDIO Silhouette - At last a true competitor

to the Trichord Revelation, well worth a listen

MERIDIAN - 500 Series

MAGNUM DYNALAB - Ultimate reference tuners.

MICROMEGA STAGE/DRIVE - Vinyl like CD - so

natural

PRIMARE - Amp + CD

ROKSAN - Caspian Amp + CD

RUARK - Icon, Sceptre, Broadsword - monitor heaven

RESTEK - The Germans have landed - Challenger
I, Concret CD “Battleship hi-fi" - Truly remarkable

SONIC FRONTIERS SFCD1 - HDCD - Heaven

SONNETEER CAMPION - The best

SONNETEER ALABASTER - The best gets better

SONNETEER BYRON - A matching CD at last

TOTEM Model 1 - We dare you

£70 £100 TOTEM MANI 2 - Our best loudspeaker
(subject to status) (subject to status) TRICHORD - Revelation and Genesis CD Players
: : Sonneteer Alabaster | |- - - - STOP PRESS----
R ;z;glrat'on Cymbol CA Atrue British | | RUARK BROADSWORD
“NOW WITH THE Integrated amp amp winner at Brand new boxed
NEW CLOCK 3 at only £499.00 .£899.00 Normally £900.00
£819.00 there is no substitute Listen if you Yours for only
darel! £599.99

* SUBJECT TO STATUS
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DOUG BRADY HIFI

Kingsway Studio Kingsway North, Warrington, Cheshire, WA1 3NY
Tel: 01925 828009 Fax: 01925 825773

A SELECTION OF USED OR EX DISPLAY EQUIPMENT FROM OUR STOCK. ALL EQUIPMENT CAN BE

HEARD BEFORE PURCHASE EITHER IN-STORE OR IN YOUR HOME, AND IS GUARANTEED.

CD PLAYERS WAS NOW
Teac VRDS 7 599 349
Teac VRDS 10SE 849 649
Roksan Caspian 899 749
Naim CD2 1998 1399
Marantz CD17KI 1099 899
Teac VRDS T1 Transport 549 399
Teac P30 Transport 2499 1999
DAC in the box 159 99
Audiolab 8000 DAC 899 599
Teac DT1 Esoteric DAC 1999 850
LFD DAC2 1990 1499
Audiolab 8000 CD 1000 749
Meridian 566 Jitter Buster 1000 799
Arcam Alpha 7 319 249
Marantz CD67SE 299 249
INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS

Roksan Caspian 699 525
Exposure 25 1000 799
Musical Fidelity E100 600 299
LFD Integrated O 549 399
Quad 77 699 499
PRE-AMPS

Audio Research SP14 Pre 3000 1750
Exposure 17/18 Super 1698 1250

Audiolab 8000C 579 349 Castle Harleck (Yew D/Lux) 999 749
Yamaha DSP E100 Processor 699 443  Apogee Caliper 3000 935
Naim NAC 12 Pre amp 43  Magnaplanar MG3.3 3300 1995
Yamaha DSP E1000 A/V Porc. 699 443  Wilson Benesch Act 1 Cherry 6800 5249
Naim 92 pre & NAP 90 power 940 699 TDLRTL3 400 225
TDL RTL2 280 149
POWER AMPS Celestion 100 599 299
Celestion 5000 Ribbon 895 399
Audiolab 8000M (Pair) 1599 1150 Magnaplanner SMGA 699 399
Naim Nap 135 Pair 1995 Monitor Audio Studio 10 1000 499
Naim Nap 250 1720 1250
Chord SPM 1600 4718 3499 RECORD DECKS
Arcam Alpha 9P 399 299
Quad 2 Pair serviced 350 A.R. EB101, complete 149
Audio Research Classic 30 (Valve) Linn Sondek LP12, choice of 3, from
LFD PA2 1499 999 399
Roksan Xerxes, XPS3, Light Ash 699
SPEAKERS SME 20, No Arm 2995 2250
Heybrook Heylo 449 275 Also available:- Pink Triangle, Michell Wilson
TDL Studio 1 849 349 Benesch, Oracle, Basis, Thorens, A.R.,
Heybrook Quartet 649 399 Systemdek, Project, Ariston.
Kef Q90 799 399
Magnaplanar SMGa 699 399 A selection of used or ex display equipment
Harbeth HLP3 ES Walnut 799 499  from our stock. All equipment can be heard
Monitor Audio MA700 (Rose) 699 475 before purchase either in store or in your
Castle Avon 729 575 home, and is guaranteed.
Ruark Talisman 799 649
Pink Triangle Ventrical 980 649 Established 1960
Harbeth HLK6&/Stands 1200 749

Private parking 2.3 miles J21 - M6 detailed map on request

diverse Vi n I The Bees Knees in Record/HiFi Storage
y This picture has not come out too well. But
it O e T e lan’s brochure gives a clearer view of some
Internet site http://www.diverse-music.co.uk .
phoneftax 01633 259661 / 256261 E Mail :- sales @diverse-music.co.uk i
-Mastercard - Visa-  Catalogues available  -Amex-Switch-JCB- Of h 1S fU m |tU re for
New And Forthcoming Releases
Audience Audience £10.90
Baby Bird There's Something Going On £10.90
Bob Mouid Last Dog And Pony Show £10.90
Divine Comedy Fin De Siecle £9.90
Fun Lovin Criminals 100% Columbian £14.90 Hi-Fi
Gorky's Zykotic Munci Gunky 5 £10.90 LPs i-Fi
Lambchop What Another Man Spills £9.90
Maceo Parker Funkoverioad - 2Lp £14.90
Mansun Six £14.90
medeski Martin & Wood lCombusticaSon - 2LpL £16.50 .
oloko Am Not A Doctor - 2Lp £13.90
Roger Taylor Electric Fire - Orange VmY.I £Tbe CDs Video Tapes
Roy Bud Get Carter - Film Score - Ltd £16.50
Smashing Pumpkins Adore - 2Lp £15.90
Unkie Psyence Fiction - Ltd Edition £19.90
Various Wigan Casino 25Th 21/9 £11.90
Various Richard Searing 100% Casino £9.50 Cassettes Books
Current And Recent Releases
Arnold Hillside Album £10.90
Comelius Fantasma £9.50 H
Dexter Gordon Gotham City £7.90 etc Music
Freestylers We Rock Hard £13.90
Gloria Estefan Gloria - Blue Viny! £12.50
Lee Ritsenour o gaptaig Fingers £7.90
Manic Street Preachers verything Must Go £7.90 .
Mark Lanagan Scraps At Midnight £9.90 etc & Specials
Maxweit Embrya (Special Ltd. Price) £9.90
Omette Coleman Broken Shdows £7.90
Page/Plant No Quarter - 2Lp £10.90
Spaceman 3 Losing Touch With Your Mind £8.90
Thelonius Monk Criss Cross / Monk each £7.90
Thelonius Monk Big Band And Quartet £7.90
Tosca Opera £15.90
Velvet Crush Heavy Changes £9.90
Waterboys Live Adventures Of - 3Lp £17.50
Nagaoka Anti Static Sleeves (Pack Of 50) - £12.50
Audioquest Audiophile Lps In Stock IAN EDWARDS
Dcc - The Cars Greatest Hits £21.90 .
Moody Blues Days Of Future Passed £19.90 The Old Chapel, 282 Sk'pton Road, Harrogate,
Rebecca Pidgeon The Raven £19.90 .
Verve - Ella Fitzgerald Clap Hands Here Comes £21.90 North Yorkshire, HG1 3HB
P and P £1.00 1st LP additional LPs 50p each (max £3.50) Telephone. 01423 500442
H3-FI WORLD OCTOBER 1998




THE MIDLANDS QUALITY USED
BEST USED EQUIP- EQUIPMENT,
MENT BOUGHT, SOLD, PART
SPECIALIST EXCHANGE
URGENTLY REQUIRED
LINN, NAIM,
MERIDIAN, QUAD
CASH WAITING
Arcam 170 Transport £195
Alphason HR 100 S £150
Audio Innovations 1st Audio £650
Audio Innovations L2 Pre £450
Acoustic Energy AE1 + Stands £550
Croft Micro Pre £195
DPA Renaissance CD 24 Bit £695
DPA Enlightenment DAC £595
DPA PDM 2 DAC £895
Heybrook Sextets MK3 Walnut £695
Linn Kremlin (BPS) £1595
Linn Kelidh Triactive cards £450
LFD LSi Pre £395
Linn Sara 9 + Stands Black £295
LFD L51 Pre £295
Linn Kabers Walnut + x over (latest) £895
Lumley ST70 Triode Switchable £995
Lumley LU1.5 Valve Pre £595
M and K V125 THX SUB £495
Meridian 565 £1295
Meridian 541 £695
Meridian 506 MK2 £595
Meridian 208 CD Pre Phono + MSR £595
Meridian 203 £195
Meridian 263 £250
Micromega T Drive T DAC £895
Naim NAXO 2/4 New Style £350
Naim NAXO 3/6 New Syyle £350
Naim IBL (Black) £395
Rotel RC 971 Pre £95
Rotel RB 981 Power £195
| Triangle Comete's £295

Yamaha DSP 390 Prologic £95 |
OPEN MON-SUN 10.00 TO 8.00 RING FOR FURTHER DETAILS TEL/FAX 0121 783 822 &

Howard Dawson Audio
Hand-Crafted Loudspeaker Units for Music Lovers

Let your craving for that elusive tweeter upgrade end
HERE !

Howard Dawson Audio
16 Copeman Road,
Aylsham,
Norwich NR11 6JL.
UK.

Tel(01263) 734361

Design-in the HRL-1 audiophile tweeter/supertweeter
and sit back for a lifetime of listening pleasure.

The HRL-1 is a ‘traditional’ hand-made ribbon transducer for the
discerning audiophile. A very low inertia all-aluminium membrane
is used in conjunction with a massive Alcomax I cobalt magnet
sysiem to provide eftortless clarity and prescence. Sine wave
response is specified as 3kHz to 30kHz. but useful output is
available to beyond SOkHz

Bencfits include substantial improvements in location and
identification of sources containing significant energy above
10kHz. These are mainly voices and ‘acouslic’ instruments.
Metallic percussion. for example. is reproduced with scalp-tingling
precision and prescence, while simultaneously there is no trace of
harshness or 'listener fatigue'.

Units are supplied in pairs with templates and comprehensive
applications guidance. including crossover section design, and are
intended to last a lifetime. Spare ribbon elements are available at
low cost in case the unthinkable should ever happen

HRL.-1 Ribbon Tweeter/Supertweeter ....... £300.00 per pair
Replacement ribbon insert for HRL.-1 . £10.00 each
Remanuf. inserts for Kelly/Decca ribbon units ... £16.00
or your own Inserts rebuilt (new ribbon + tags) .... £13.50
U.K. p&p : ribbon inserts free, HRL-1 pair .. £10.00
HRL-1 overseas at cost (6kg parcel) - ribbon inserts .. £5.00
Write/phone for further information or see our website
WWW :: hatp://www.argonet.co.uk/business/hsdawson
E-mail :: hd-audio@argonet.co.uk

HI-FI WORLD

THE EMPORIUM

28 St Nicholas Street, Diss, Norfolk IP22 3LB
Tel/Fax: 01379 650744

emporium@zetnet.co.uk
CD & DAC's MICHEL 150 429 250
Cost Price LFD MCI phonostage 000 450
MICROMEGA STAGE 3 trichord 2 and LFD PA1  power amp 900 450
psu 1000+ 500 LFD MCI/LSI/PAL 2600 1250
MICROMEGA MICRO DAC 350 150 UNNMAK remoe 400

MICROMEGA DUO 31 transport! 500 825

MICROMEGA T-DRIVE transport &T-

DAC with AES-EBU lead 2150 950

MICROMEGA DRIVE 2 cd player1000 450

MICROMEGA LEADER mk Il cd ptayer
600 200

2IONEER PL1200 Cd/laserdisc

player 500+ 100

TEAC P-500/D-500 transport & dacl 200

550

AUDIONOQTE CD2 1000 600
MISSION DAC7 300 100
ROKSAN DPI TRANSPORT 500

VALVE-AMPS

AMC 30 watt power amp 450 200
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SECOND
AUDIO MONOBLOCKS 3000 1350
CROFT SERIES V power amp 650 325
ROGERS E40a integrated with

mm phono 2000 700
GAMMA GEMINI Ine level mtegrated 650 300
GAMMA AEON monoblocks orig version

and £100s spent 5000+ 2250
BEARD P35 mkll power amp 500
BEARD P100 MKIlt tine level integrated

1500 650
BEARD P500A valve pre with phono 450
BEARD P80 power amp big ugly beast
with vu meters 500
EDISON 12 200
MORE FIDELITY 3008 single ended
stereo power amp 2000 900
VELLEMAN kit monoblocks pair 200
KT5I monoblocks 20 watt design pair 300
ORANGE pre mm/line very smooth
sound 300
AUDIO RESEARCH 5P14 pre 3298 1350
AUDIO NOTE P2 power amp|8 watts 600

LOUDSPEAKERS

SPENDOR 5100 1650 750
GAMMA EPOCH the big ones very effi

cent, fast and decent bass 3000 1500
AUDIONOTE | intermal winng upgraded 700

ROGERS S5TUDIO | £300
ROGERS 5TUDIO 1A £350
LINN KELTIC active with tune box and

cards 6000 2300
R 149 200

SONUS FABER GUARNIERI HOMAGE
muat and boxed straight from ITALY3700
SONUS FABER ELECTA AMATOR

- 1500
SONWUS FABER other models available
CELESTION SLéS 150
ROGERS LS3/5A 280
LINN KAN MKI 200
CASTLE DURHAM 100
BOSE 901 350
CELESTION 5L600 280

CASSETTE DECKS & TUNERS

TANDBERG 3011 fm tuner 285
YAMAHA KX580 special edition
CASSETTE DECK 250 150
REVOX A77 2 track Boxed 250
REVOX B-150 Receiver 400

SUGDEN R2Ii tuner in teak case 100

SUGDEN RS51  black & silver front 100
YAMAHA CRB20 tuner amp 100
LEAK TROUGHLINE STEREO 100

LEAK STEREO TROUGHLINE WITH

STUDIO 12 DECODER 120-140
QUAD FM4 old colour 250
SOLID STATE AMPS
AV INTEGRATED 1000 600

MARC LEVINSON No. 26 pre with mc
boards 5450 2000
one of the last ones made stll under guar-
aniee

MARC LEVINSON ML7 WITH

MC BOARDS 5000 1500
MENLEY MC 200 MC phonostage 800 400

MUSICAL RDBUTY =100 remote ntegrated 700 400
MUSICAL FIDELITY MX pre with

mc/mm 1400 550
MUSICAL FIDELITY PRE 8 export
version pre 3 150

MUSICAL FIDELITY MX/P180/CRPS 2700 1000
MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000 two box inte-

grated fore runner to A1001 950
MUSICAL FIDELITY SYNTHESIS integrated 150
QUAD 34 pre amp. GREY 200

QUAD 44/ 405 MK1  old colour 320
NAIM 62 pre old style with mm or mc
boards 200

NAIM 425 old style with mm or m¢ 150
PS AUDIO TWO power amp 50 watter250
PS AUDIO PLUS C power amps par bndgable
for 150 watts per channel PAIR 600
YAMAHA C2A‘B2 pre power combo
100watts now reduced par 500
LECSON CP1/AP3 flat pre & round power 350
MOTH 30 watt monoblocks 250
LINN LK280 with spark power supply'
.smooth & powerful 1350 400

RNT, MS/CARTRIDG

ORACLE DELPHI MKIl BOXED WITH
KOETSU ARM .& 2 box psu £850
OXFORD ACOUSTICS CRYSTELLE

turntable(floorstanding model) with sme

309 arm £1500
LINN Ipi2/hingo/ EKOS mk! £1250
LINN LP12 valhalla /AKITO £400
LINNLP!2 vaihalia /ITTOK £550
LINN LP12 with avondale psu £350
SIMON YORKE ZARATHUSTRA 5.5LATE,
GLASS AND STEEL tumtable £2000
upgrading stops here, sme cut out ORIGIN LIVE
QASIS deck cut out for rega arm £150
SYSTEMDECK lif with AKITO 250
AUDIO NOTE TT Iblack boxed 450 225
ARISTON RDII5/SYRINX PU2 250
DYNAVECTOR DV!7D2 moving coil
cartridge good used £250

“ rebuillt £300
SME 312 specal van den hull sitverwired senes V
beanngs, and V interconnect 1000
DECCA LONDON cartndges FROM £80 ring
for details

VINTAGE
LEAK TL!2 | monoblocks with original
gec kt66 1200
LEAK TL 12| - 1000
LEAK TL10O monoblock 200

LEAK TLI12+ singles available!00 10 150
- - nice late pair rebuitt and
ready to roll 350
LEAK STEREO 20 very nice example 250
ROGERS CADET Il integrated valve amp
START HERE 100
QUAD | monoblocks nice early pair poa
PYE MOZART stereo with preamp 400

PYE HF25 patr mint rebuilt 1000
PYE HF25 for rebuilding 500, PF91 for
rebuilding 800, nice pair 1000

TANNOY 12* MONITOR REDS 600 PAIR
TANNOY rectangular GRF with 15°

golds £2600
TANNOY 12 MONITOR GOLDS no
crossovers £200

TANNOY YORK rectangular with |5° gold
£1500

LOWTHER PM6A pair 250
LOWTHER TPI comer hom with pm3s
single £800

LOWTHER ACOUSTAS with pméa 350
LOWTHER TPt original pair available

part exchange considered 1600
QUAD Il monoblocks 400 500
GARRARD 301 AND SME 3009 I in damped

black wooden phinth with ird £325

GARRARD 30! resprayed beautiful £200
THORENS TD124 Il n plinth excellent £250
THORENS TD 124 mkl £150
QUAD ES. SINGLE BRONZE 200
DECCA ARMS AND CARTRIDGES nng for
details

WANTED: RADFORD VALVE AMPS including single monoblocks
AUDIO RESEARCH ANYTHING AUDIO INNOVATIONS LI/PI P2 B&O CD player,
CYRUS TUNER, EAR 859P. MARANTZ CD94, MARANTZ MA24 monoblocks,
MICHEL GYRODEC. NAIM NAC 82 NAT 02, PIONEER CTF 1000 or simitar, QUAD
66 or 67 CDplayer. QUAD FM4, REVOX B760
rogers 1s3/5 a, SME 3012,1v,v. SONY ESPRIT PRE/POWER,
TANNOY LANCASTERS. TRANSCRIPTORS TURNTABLE, TRIO TUNER KT19500

OCTOBER 1998 m




" AUDIO MATTERS

NEW EX-DEM + PART EXCHANGE
EQUIPMENT FOR SALE

LIST PRICE SALE PRICE

|
‘rANTHEM CD PLAYER ( 5 STAR WHAT HI-FI) EX - DEM 1595 1250

AUDIO PHYSICS ADVANTI 7200 3995
lCADENCE MK1 ROSEWOOD 3500 1750
ANTHEM INTEGRATED | AMP VALVE EX -DEM 1295 1036 |
AUDION SIiLVER NIGHT 300B MONOBLOCKS 25  POA |
AUDION BLACK SHADOWS 845 VALVE 4000  POA
I ADIS JA80'S MONOBLOCKS 912 3995 |
BL L90'S SPEAKERS 1500 750
'MISSION CYRUS DAD 7 899 00 |
IROGERS STUDIO 5 ROSEWOOD 800 450
RESTEK 610 POWER AMP NEW 900 595
ICHARIO HYPER 4 EX-DEM 2000 899
{BURMEISTER PHONO STAGE . 350
IALCHEMIST FORSETI PRE+ POWER 2228  POA
[ALCHEMIST KRAKEN ANNIVERSARY MK11 579  POA |
[AUDIO RESEARCH D250 MK11 SERVO 2250
TRIANGLE ANTIALS SPEAKERS EX -DEM 1099 699

MANY MORE PRODUCTS AVAILABLE,
PLEASE CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS.

A NEW RANGE OF AUDION VALVE AMPS ON DEMONSTRATION FROM
THE BLACK SHADOWS 845 TO THE GOLDEN DREAMS WITH CADENCE
ES MK11'S, LISTEN AND BE PERSUADED!!

| ALSO ON DEMONSTRATION ALCHEMIST. ANTHEM, AUDION VALVE

| AMPS. A NEW RANGE OF CADENCE SPEAKERS, DPA, MONARCHY CD

PLAYERS, PINK TRIANGLE, SONIC FRONTIERS. TRIANGLE SPEAKERS,
TRILOGY VALVE AMPS AND VAN DEN HUL

AUDIO MATTERS

SURBITON ‘
SURREY
KT6 7UN

TEL:- 0181 255 0572
MOBILE: 0973 436135

HIGH END

AUDIO FOR
DISPOSAL AT
7,NBIRIIAMVIALNEV.VE GIVE-AWAY
mAAAM SR EAAIml PRICES!

84 PENDARVES STREET, TUCKINGMILL, CAMBORNE CORNWALL
TR14 8NJ 01209 710777

Electrocompaniet AW100DMB dual mono power amp £POA
Electrocompaniet EC4.6 line level pre-amp, remote cntrl £POA
Electrocompaniet EC1 line level integrated amp £POA
Electrocompaniet EC2 line level integrated amp £POA
Electrocompaniet EC3 line level integrated am%, remote £POA
Electrocompaniet EMC1 CD player NEW PRODUCT £POA
Electrocompaniet ECP1 phono pre-amp £POA
Grado SR 325 headphones £POA
Qrtoton MC 10 Supreme £POA
Ortoton MC 20 Supreme £POA
Ortofon MC 30 Supreme £POA
Ortofon MC 3000 £POA
Ortoton MC Rohmann £POA
Pro-ject 6 Turntable £POA
| Pro-ject Perspective Turntable NEW PRODUCT £POA
ProEect 9 pick-up arm (Linn Fit!) NEW PRODUCT £POA
SME 20/2 precision turntable £POA
SME 20/2A as above with series V arm £POA
SME series || model 3009 pick-up arm £POA
SME series 300 model 309 pick-up arm £POA
SME series |V pick-up arm £POA
SME series V pick-up arm £POA
TDL CF 100 Loudspeakers £POA
TDL CF 200 Loudspeakers £POA
TDL CF 300 Loudspeakers £POA
TDL T-Line 2 Loudspeakers £POA

ALL OF THE ABOVE IS NEW EQUIPMENT, AT PROBABLY UNBEATABLE PRICES -TRY us
ON THESE, OR YOUR OTHER REQUIREMENTS, CHOOSE FROM OUR LISTING:

WE ARE DEALERS FOR THE FOLLOWING AUDIO PRODUCTS:-

AKG, Audio Technica, Bandndge, Beyerdynamic, Bose, Cerwin Vega,Chario, Dali, Denon,
Electrocompaniet, Genesis, Goldnng, Grado, Harman, JBL, Jeft Rowland, JM Labs, Klipsh,
Musical Technology, NAD, Neat Acoustics, Onkyo, Primare Systems, Project, QED, Quad,
Revox, Rotel, SME, Straightwire, Sugden, TDL, Teac, Thorens, Trichod Research, Also please
engquire about other brands plus PA and studio equipment.

DVD, LASER DISC AND PROJECTION SYSTEMS NOW AVAILABLE

Also consult us for your highéor low) end repairs/mods, CD re-clocking, LASER DISC
AC3 UPGRADES - PIONEER, SONY, PHILIPS, DENON. We are valve and transistor
specialists. Specialist cables supplied.

DUE TO THE ADVENT OF TRICHORD CLOCK Il WE NOW HAVE A NUMBER OF
CLOCK Il UNITS FOR DISPOSAL. WE CAN OFFER THESE FITTED TO YOUR cD
PLAYER OR TRANSPORT AT £110.00 INCLUDING RETURN CARRIAGE.

& accessories

FOR CASH OR EXCHANGE

any make, any age
NOTHING LEGAL REFUSED!

(Official D with address & signature required from sellers)

MUSIC & VIDEO EXCHANGE

64 Notting Hill Gate, London W11
= 0171 792 3474

480 Fulham Rd (Broadway), London SW6
= 0171 385 5350

95 Berwick St, Soho, London W1
= 0171 434 2939

MVE, Manchester Arndale Centre (near
High St entrance) & 0161 839 0677

OPEN 7 DAYS

LARGE SELECTION ON SALE

)

SDNN‘ETEER

eA'eq
Alm aster

It's time for a change...

p.0.box 163c, esher, surmey, kt10 Oyh, england.
tel: +44 (0) 1372 468676
fax: +44 (0) 1372 470053
www.sonneteer.co.uk
- amplifiers - CD player - phono stage - dac -
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Affordable Audio - (Northampton)
rdable Pre-Owned Hi-Fi Specialists
168 Wellingborough Road Northampton NNI 4DU
o Tel / Fax: (01604) 231261 or 845138 Mobile (0370) 877893
A selecoon of our ever changng offers for sale Equeaient Sae A selecoon of our ever changng oflers for sae Equvaient Sae A selecton of our ever drangng oliers for sale Equevaient Sae
(all folly guaranceed) New Prce Prce ( folly guaranteed) New Pnce Prce {all ully puaranteed) New Prce Pree
Roksan Yerxes / Rega RB 300 / Ebys / Urystal PSU. (mint/as new) oh loads 59995 NAD 6050C BAC etc (i) s/h - 69.
-y A bR TS B B e an e
I i - mc § 3 usls 1del eclra igital tuner (min] K 5
n:i:i:} ;:ﬂﬂ:g {APrseo ',?.';,'.,,K.’o'( ’P’L‘E,(,","ﬁ,. s (news - 58883 Audio Tcdnpa" m((‘s’tzxup nm%l!m (reg) b 25,00 Leak Trou; hhtnye Il FM tuner (nog decocer but mint cosmetics) s/h - 0.1
ol T o 05 18 8 A o s A 1
1 X 1 arm - (N X stanl § ounterweight . . on igital tuner {mint/as new| - ¢
Ezl:ud(::nflleeﬂu‘yt ::rr;“?v %::l?r%pe (lez;‘z;;po’l?(gd" ﬁllx [:ree p‘vrenx; Ihx"l:ull; ex;(ye)pup:::le @ RB 250/300 board with ¥.TA z#mmenizhx/h 4000 Technics ST GT SSOL RDS digital tuner tmint/u new) s/h 180.00 139.
and we're taking orders now This Year Bargamn  Lnn K 18 mm can sh 0000 7995 Techmcs ST 4501 3 band digital tuner (vge) s/h - 59.9
uog_ﬁo Notrs Analogue Tracer Il mm mnIF z(very HFM m‘e)"(mj vh 31000 169.95 Akar 4000DS reel to reel/dust cover (boxed/mint) s/h 149.9
Mryad Ml 120 remote it (phono stage/upgrade) (mint/as new) s T00.00 _499.95 Aadrevs Tortyte m-stand ffor LPI2 etc) vri 0000 8995
Audio MI00 valve monobloc r {mint/as new) s/h 3800.00 2000.00 Heft News walnut | (walimount for umtables) (vgd 6500 4995 COMPACT 0ISC PLAYERS/TRANSPORTS/D.A.C.S.
Chameleon Ruby power amp. (2 x 200 wzzt't?r(vg(} sh 1200.00 449.95
uad 33/303 pre/power (gc) /b s POA Rotel RCD 965 BX (vgq s/h 00.00 [69. ?
uad 306 power amp {mint/as new) s/h 400.00 229. et ] L = M) Maranaz (D 63SE remote {vg)) /b 00.00 L
uad 34 pre amp {grey) (vgq) s/h 388.00 229. Ruark Templar Il Floorstanding Loudspeakers. Haranz (D TSIl cemote/digital out etc (ming) s/h 00.00 g
uad 34 pre amp (brown) g} +/h 38800 19 y i o 5 o Pioneer PDS-90§ (mblesﬂ'auer) remote (vgc} s/h 00.00 4
wad 66 pre amplremate’ commander (vge) /h 39700 46 100 watts/bi-wire/light oak Finish. In Mint Condition. Pioneer PD-106 Hm”“’ 30,00+ 99"
vad 606 power amp (gq) s/h 90.00 34 RRP£600-00— AA PRICE £349.95 Philips €D 710 player (YG() s/h ) 10.00 19,
uad 405| power amp (1w stock) (gg) v/h 5 99. This i ff. h ' Philips DI 210 Gmencuve remote (mint) s/h 400.00 A
nshaw Overture int. (mint/as new% éh 435.00 269, (B &) Tl Gl ST Technics SL PSTTOA remote &mmt/n ""’; sh 150.00 g
Mission Cyrus | (onginal) nt. (g¢) s/h N 09 Technics SL PSTT0D remote {mint/as new] 150.00 r
NAD 304 int. (g xﬂ\ 230.00 149 Technics SL PG S20A remote svgﬁl h 200.00 X
NAD 30201 int."(g¢} s/h 5 89. LOUDSPEAKERS Technics SL PSSO remote (vgc Y i
AD 7030 (big ugly tuner/amp) (fc) to dear 49, Arcam_Alpha Plus remote [gc) s/h 00.00 ]
echnics SU‘ G008 emote pre/power (mint/as new) s/h 500.00 34 Rega Kytes ﬂ‘"‘.'? 5'“'"1/” new) s/ ) 20000 139.95  Cambridge Disemagic | transport mel/ix new) s/h 00.00 189,
echmics SUY 900D Mkil remote” pre/power (mint/as new) 50000 349 Misston 13C ‘sheilded centre speaker (black){mint/as new) s/h 160.00 9 Kenwood DP 306" remote {gc) o/ 00.00 I
echmes SUY 450 2 x 60wates mt. (vge ;/L o X Mission 770 (ongmzl? (walnut) (vg(‘ includes stands (vgc) - ik Hission PCMIl remote {mint) s/h 00.00 !
echmics SUY S5A 2 x 60wates nt. {vac) s/h - X Mission 733t (black) (mint/boxed etc) s/h 330.00 9! Mission DAC-S DAC {mint) s/h 00.00 89
oneer A 400 2 x SOwauss int (gq) sTh 180.00 9 Hission (gmx 80% {bi-wire (vﬁ% s/h 200.00 9 Huromng 3 | (rzn[sfon (mint) s/h 1350.00  695.!
ioneer A 400X 2 x SOwatts int. (g¢) v/h 180.00 X Mussion 750 LE. (few_weeks old)(mint/boxed etq) s/h 150.00 l Musical Fidelity X Art DAC (new] = 130.01
Denon PMA 250 1l (mint/as new) x/a 160.00 X Wharfedale Diamond 7.2 {black) (new 140.00  109. Musical Fidelicy X 10D (mussing ing) line buffer {new) - 120.00
Denon PMA 250 Il (vgc) s/h 160.00 X Wharfedale Diamond ongmay lack)(gc) s/h - 49, Musical Fidelity X 10D {mint/as new) s/h 120.00 .95
reek CAS 4040 t. (gc /h 180.00 X Celesuon St 65 fblack} (fc) s/h 400,00 199, Musical Fidelity X PSU newJ s 130.00
ugden (S pre amp (vge) . I Celestion |5 kbhckwud lers) (vge) sth 100.00 § Musical Fidelity X PSU {ex demo) (mnt) 13000 109.95
o%el RX 850 AL tuner amp (gq) s/h o I Tannoy 625 ALF 100" watts active_ sub. (mint/as ne;v) sih 600.00 379.
el RC S60BU/RB. 960 BY pre)pawer 1 x 60w (min) /b 350.00 249, Tannoy 618 I (dual w"te"m? bi-wire et {mint) 400.00 199, OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
entek int. {huge 70's monster with MM/MC phono (3(5 s/h loads - l Ruark Talisman 1 ""“"“d) mint) 3/ 150.00 499,
am NAC 62 pre amp (vgc) /h . Ruark Templar Il {hght oak} (mint) s/h 600.00  349. Mordant-Short Decoder One (DQ; Pro-Logxc processor) (mint) v/h 40000  149.9§
Rega Ehiat 2 & T0watts int. (mint/as new) s/h 730.00 i {Imm 935 {min/as new) s/h . 400.00 249. Techmcs $B GX 350 remote Pro-Logic tuner/amp l\‘llﬂl} sth 33000 20998
Mendran 101 pre amp (g¢) x}y. N 1 arman Kardon LS 0500 (Kevlar drivers)(black}{mint}s/h 450.00  269. Yamaha DSP AS92 remote Pro-Logi/DSP amp (mint} s/h 360.00 24995
Audiolab 3000% remate pre amp (vgc) s/h 1250.00 00 Castle Isis (yew) (mint/as ‘new) s/h 70.00 199, Beyer DT 801 headphones (munt) s/h 150.00 89.95
Kenwood DP 3080R remote int. (vpc 250.00  169.95 Linn S110 surround speakers (mint) s/h 2195.00 I Good stocks of Target equipment stands /18 stands
Luman 1Y 1940 hybnd R o (vg9) S0000 34955 Heybrook HB | faini) ;)u(x/?v 9 oh MO0 R ol SR POA
LI YA 2 i () WBL G BAW DM I§00 g)lz(k) 8¢ bg naggrills) hence s/h 380.00 various types (new, pve—om?ed) n stock POA
TURNTABLES/ARMS/CARTRIDGES B Dn I Bl e e i +x GOOD HI-FI SEPARATES WANTED *+*

s carmdge g TOL stdio | (tramsmission line) (mint) (black) s/h 10000 : Don't forget we can offer mail order. All major credit cards accepted.
wm'ﬁn %de{mlmmﬂw ‘}nl“,‘,,l’ sh (%) sh N |%§38{§ Monitor Audw!ﬂomtor 9 (blzck‘ ‘(minb (xlh ) 2000 14 Phone'znﬁglme w_ilh our wants, stock changing daily.All equipment l:s sold
Dual O SDS o/w Ortolon YMS 20€I o cﬂs‘éh 5 %00.00 §9.99 :‘°‘l ;"]"? A llSS “u‘"d“ (15(( “/hh }gggg 2 . with warranties. We welcome part-exchange on any of the above.
Dual (3 S05I (rare rosewood w 0EN (mint) 2000  89.95 'ﬁe ! stands I . .

{Audhophie) /v cartridg Alphason tri-stands (vec] 12000 79. Affordable Audio is always keen to buy, (or part-exchange
Buu:J‘ g 2% }Jamdge (g!)[/s;h R A }2888 33? ’ﬂpuf‘dilw" Sie fred(l§ )mndx (vg)) /b 80.00 9. Good quality Hi-fi separates {n good (Dﬂdilyiolf. Especially wpg gvitixh
Thorens TD 166 Il / cart (vgq) b - 139.95 manufacturers products!
) 105;1 dw ;hylwn Urepreot Jh/ Goldrng Elan (vgd) h oads 1:9_95 TAPE DECKS/TUNERS ETC:
S L O LY T O Tl .o o counm o v ons o bass
. Iwa e tin 0l et (vg(] . g
r P4 LI00D (huge wadker) (g9 sh 15995 Gove.t" DRM S40 HK Pro et¢ im o 29 ¢ 18000 11998 (Lowest rates/best return) (Please phone Paul for details)

DEFINITIVE AUDIO

SELECTED PRODUCTS FROM:

MANTRA AUDIO

CARTRIDGE SELECTION STYLUS | REPLACEMENT STYLI
i ae e o e TR, o ARCADIA, AUDIO INNOVATIONS, AUDIO NOTE,
AT110E 025 £13 - ;:21-4‘;"!7':) _— I BORDER PATROL, B*A, GOLDRING,
[} y o
ATOCY £280 £210 X | Goidiing  GBOD Super E £13.50 HORNING, LIVING VOICE, SME, VOYD
Denon Jve 0T 55, DT 60 £9
DL 110 £70 £55 Ex| Nationat  EPS24CS,P300,P33D  £9
DL 304 £190 5?20 Ej(( Ortoton ;:015 Ell, VMS 20 E I, OM 20 gg.-sn SERVICES:
Goldring 2 o
b me 10 gt wmcsowe o w AUDIO INNOVATIONS valve amplifier repair, service
1022 GX £94  £62 N75ED T2, N 75 EJ T2 £11 3 2
1042 £115 £76 css EO, NS EJ,N753(78) £13.50 and spare parts (most parts available including
ERg (et DT el NS nitor E e G T replacement mains and output transformers): We can
Excel VX £4a5 £342 £x | 5V e e N T B repair and service most makes of valve amplifier both
Gra:" tlge Black £44 £24 *** OVER 500 STYLI TYPES STOCKED °** vintage and modern. | P s
Prestige b o e All Swiss quality diamond styll except * originais KIT VALVE AMPLIFIER assembly service: Thinking of
Ortofon RIDEONIU AR RS (R R IR ER 2 T buying a valve amplifier kit but not sure if you can put it
Concorde Pro SSS Pack £67 Stylus £15 : . :
;1(‘:’15 . g’;a gzz px | Cocorse Moo 555 pac 106 sy £z tt;)gitl';elz? Thttandgws us z: ca(ljl. tA‘slsemt(;Ied. kits delivered
oncorde Nightclu 'ac: tylus . n rices.
mg :3 gtpreme g;g g;g 5; Concorde DJ S Pack £82 Stylus £21 ack tully tested: phone for details and prices
HEAOPHONE SELECTION
Ll 210 SELGIITS I USED AND EX-DEMONSTRATION EQUIPMENT FOR SALE:
MC 30 Supreme £392 £333 EX | GRADD  Prestige Series SR-40 £45
Rohmann £725 £645 EX e = B dhat
Shure i
SR-12! £13
V15 V XMR £265 £178 sn-zz: 215: BORDER PATROL 300B SE 10W single-ended poweramp  £1750  (£2500)
PoalX == Reference Series ;g:izs g;: AUDIO INNOVATIONS $500 Integrated valve amp £495 (£1200)
EX - Exchangg price_ against any type of RS-2 (new) £425 AUDIO INNOVATIONS S200 pre-amp £175 (£350)
movmg- coil cartridge ' RECORD/DISC CLEANER KT REFILL GOLDRING Excel VX moving coll cartridge (demo <20hrs) £295 (£525)
SS(LZ::; ‘glt?:ri":n'grl;‘;:llns::c(;::, Mily  Permaclesn Record Aleaner 12,00 £8.00 VOYD, The Voyd, 3 motor split-phase mahogany £895 {£1850)
hitp: //www.mantra audio. co.uk L e N s HELIUS Cyalene tonearm (AudioNote silver wired) £800 (£1799)
AUDIONOTE AN SPX silver speaker cable. { Two 3m sets). £995/set (£2750)

MAIL DROER (1-10 DAYS) PRICES (INC P&P) ARE BEST WE CAN DFFER THROUGH COMPETITIVE SOURCING UK &
MAINLAND EUROPE - ALL ITEMS CARRY FULL MANUFACTURERS GUARANTEE -
OVERSEAS CUSTOMERS PLEASE ADD £5.00 TD DRDERS OVER £50 IN VALUE TO COVER INSURANCE

TEL/FAX: BRIGHTON 01273 276716

Tel/Fax (01757) 288652 e-mall: enquiry@mantra-audio.co.uk
MANTRA AUOIO (HFW), 22 GARTH AVENUE, NORTH OUFFIELD, SELBY, NORTH YORKS Y08 S5RP




8530822
4935432
8212582
4945052
4945042
4955022
4945032
4954452
4947682
4947682
4945072
4930112/1LP

ESC036572/1LP
URCDO33
CBCDO11
CBCDO12
CDSBPJ1/LPSBPJ1
GOJ60222
GO60312
G060292
JUST1192
KFwW201
BBJ1003
CHECDO0119
ALCDI014
ALCDI1013
ENJ93382
ENJ93522
DOMO091003
DRGCD8493
DRGCD32924

THE MUSIC GROUP

“Gramophone ‘Blue Riband’ Dealer v Free carriage to UK Addresses on orders over £15+
XxOrders normally despatched within 7 working days+¥

Blue Note New Rele;
Pat Martino “Stone Blue” £13.49 ID80
Kurt Elling “This Time It’s Love™ £13.49 D113
Charlie Barnett “Capitol Big Band Sessions” £8.99 D137
Serge Chaloff “Blue Serge™ £8.99 D154
Nat King Cole “Penthouse Serenade™ £8.99 D99
Stan Kenton “Neophonic Orchestra” £8.99 JDi56
Stan Kenton “Standards In Sithouette™ £8.99 D29
Dave Pell *I Had the Craziest Dream” £8.99 D28
Don Ellis “Live At Monterey™ £8.99 JD89
Booker Ervin*'Booker & Brass™ £8.99 JDI39
Buddy Rich “The New One™ £8.99 JDt45
Medeski Martin & Wood “Combustication™ £13.49 D164

JD1

r In ndent Jazz Releases JD59
Maceo Parker “Funk Overload” £13.49 JD103
Dave Pike “Bophead™ £13.49 JD133
Bobby Matos “Sessions™ £13.49 D84
Johnny Blas “Mambo 2000 £13.49 D85
Leon Thomas Anthology £13.49
Clementine “Solita” £13.49
Bob Malach “After Hours™ £13.49 CICH24942
Bob Rockwell “After Hours™ £13.49 JIV3099
World Saxophone Qrt “Selim Sivad” £13.49 CICH24957
Wayne Horvitz & Zony Mash “Cold Spell” £13.49 BNTD94507
Steve Topping “Time & Disctance™ £12.98 UMAX2094
Duffy Jackson “French Connection™ £12.98 SOIM8809
Jeff Richman ““Sand Dance™ £13.49 WIN11372
William Camire “Fourteen Years™ £13.49 WIN11374
Klaus Konig *“The Heart Project™ £13.49 TEL83390
Johannes Enders "Bright Nights” £13.49 TEL83449
Kitaro “Gaia Onbashira” £13.49 COLAT4IlL
Django Rheinhardt and His American Friends 3CD £30 COL33849
Goblin Classic Italian Soundiracks Vol III 1978-84 £13.49 METO501

Chesky Label.. Sound Quality

Monty Alexander “Caribbean Cycle”

Leny Andrade “Leny™

Badi Assad “Rhythms™

Badi Assad “Echoes Of Brazil™

Badi Assad “Solo™

John Basil Quartet “The Desmond Project”™

Luiz Bonfa “Non Stop Brazil”

Ana Carama “Rio After Dark”

Cephas & Wiggins “Bluesman”

David Chesky “The Fantasies For Solo Piano”
Paquito D’Riviera “Portraits Of Cuba”

Dave's True Story “Sex Without Bodies™

Johnny Frigo & BJ Pizzarelli "Live From Studio A NYC"”
Bruce Dunlap "About Home"™

Tom Harrell “Upswing”™

Sara K “Tell Me I'm Not Dreamin’™

Peggy Lee “"Moments Like This™

Romero Lubambo. Raphael Rabello *Shade Of Rio™

Chesky discs £11.99 per CD
Jazz Imports

Lonnie Liston-Smith “Transformations™ £15.99 (Ichiban)
Lonnie Liston-Smith “Watercolours” £10.99 (Jive)
Don Diego "This Must Be Heaven” £15.99 (Ichiban)
Buddy Rich “New One™ £14.99

Bobby Martinez ~Salsa Jazz" £15.99

Jimmy Sommers “James Cafe” £15.99 (Sonic image)
Lani Hall “Brasil Nativo™ £16.99 (Windham Hill)
Mike Stoll “Amazon Moon" £16.99 (Windham Hill)
Erroll Gamner “Campus Concert™ £11.99 (Telarc)
Dave Brubeck ““Triple Play™ £29.99 (Telarc)

Jeff Beck "Beck-Ola” £10.99 (Columbia)

Jeff Beck “Wired™ £10.99 (Columbia)

George Benson "Par Excellence™ £24.99 (Meteor)

The above are just some of the discs that we have on offer this month, if you buy discs regulary, whether new releases, back catalogue, imports or audiophile.

We should be able to cater for your tuste and save you some money

The Music Group can supply discs from well over 900 labels We mail our customers on a regular basis with special offer lists containing various Classical & Jazz CD’s. If you would like to

receive this list why not gef in contact with us at:

The Music Group, St Thomas Place, Ely, Cambs, CB7 4GG Tel: 01353 646 500 Fax: 01353 646 501

E-mail:Sales @CDMusicGroup.Co.Uk
(Isn’t it time you switched to mail order?)

VALVES

GZ33 Mullard
GZ37 Mullard
GZ34 Mullard
GZ32 Mullard
GZ32 Philips
KT66 GEC
KT61 GEC
EZ80 Mullard
EZ81 Mullard
ECC33 Mullard
ECC35 Mullard
ECC81 Mullard
ECC82 Mullard
ECC83 Mullard
EF86 Mullard
EL84 Mullard
E88CC Mullard
M8137 Mullard
EF37A Mullard
EL84 RCA
A2900 GEC
EL37 Mullard
ML6 Marconi
KT88 GEC
6SL7 STC
6SN7 STC
6SN7 USA
EF86 Brimar
8D8 Brimar
B6SN7 Brimar
5Y3GT Haltron
5R4GY USA
5R4GY STC
3A/110A STC
3A/110B STC
4212E STC
4212H STC
6072A USA
5751 USA
6B4G USA
5U4G USA

SUSSEX SURPLUS

13 Station Road Horsham W Sussex RH13 5EZ
Telephone 01403 240257 Fax: 01403 270339

T.C.C. AXIAL OIL-FILLED PAPER CAPACITORS BRASS CASED

£15 1 p* 1000V £10
€10 25 F 350V £5
£18 .25 uF 500V £6
£20 5pF 350V £5
£18 5uF 500V £8
£65
£25
£8
£10 1.2H 30mA  £10 120mA  £20
£25 45H 5mA  £10 250mA  £20
£25 2H 300mA  £15 120mA  £20
£6 16H 30mA €10 40mA  £15
£10 6H 250mA  £20 25mA  £10
£12 10H 250mA  £30
£15 8 pF 600V £10
£10 8 uF 1000V £15 188% g::g
£12 12 4F 350V £8 1000V £10
£20 4 yF 600V €6 1000V £10
£40 4 F 800V £8
Eﬁgg 4 uF 1500V £15
g8 2HF 1000V £6
Eés 2 uF 600V £6
5
Gl OIL-FILLED H.T. TRANSFORMER
£15
£6 1. Primary 115V/230V/Screen AVO CT160 VALVE TESTER checked and working,
£5 Secondary good used condition with full data £150 each.

£8  450V-400V-350V-0V-350V-400V-450V
£15 31 266mA £40ea

£20
c620 2. Primary 200V/250V/Screen
£550 Seconda

22 COM/4V/6.3V at 4A
gz COM/4V/6.3V at 3A
¢35  COM/AV/5V at 3A
€20  350V-300V-0V-300V-350V atA20haA 40 each.

P & P £5 per order,
overseas carriage at cost.



GAMMA
ACOUSTICS

“This amplifier possessed a
seductive vitality, a marvellous
sense of communication with the
heart of the music. Vocals were
most communicative, subtle
dynamic contrasts were portrayed
very well, and the music bounced
along with a fine sense of rhythm.
This amplifier was seriously
transparent, showing great clarity,
fine stereo depth and very fine
presentation of space and
ambience in the sound stage.”
“It sounded quick, direct,
uncomplicated, with an ability to
resolve subtle textures in
instrumental scoring. Taken
overall, the sound quality score
(on my usual subjective listening
test scale) was an impressive 23
points.

Martin Colloms

HI FI NEWS / RR March 97

The Rhythm presentation as a
whole could be described as clean
and powerful, in an appealing
natural way.”...“Whether it was
the string quartets of Ravel or
Debussy, Alanis Morisette or }Joni
Mitchell being fed into the
Rhythm, what emerged always
impressed with its natural, easy
power and control. For those in
search of an alternative to the
300B, one which couples the
organic feel of valve amplification
with a rather un-valve-like ear-
opening bass entension and
control, the rhythm is definitely
worth audition.”

Jon Marks
HiFi World July 1996

WORLD V RDICT DT
artnered with sensible ‘speakers o

sod bass depth, the Rhythm is capable

of impressive performance.

HAT HI*FI? says

sound ok k ok k
facilities ok A gk
build Fhhhk
verdict Fokkok K

Dan Houston
WHAT HI*FI May 1997

Tel: 01753 526939
Fax: 01753 532262

NEW AEON MONO BLOCKS £4999

EPOCH REFERENCE 5
LOUDSPEAKERS
£2999
lvy Lodge, 81 Sussex Place, Slough, Royal Berkshire, SL1 1NN, England.

CLEARANCE LIST

RRP XD
EPOCH Reference V black as new  £2999 £1499

EPOCH Reference V Oak ex dem
Mint £2999 £1750

| Meter wow Balance Sl interconnect
demo length £799 £399

Lumley Stereo 40 Power Amp S/H
Mint

£1000 £350
Trichord Pulsar DAC and Transport
Ex-demo as new (Mint) £2119 £1499
Genesis £569 €479
GEMINI line integrated S. Ended
BARGAIN Last one! £699 £349
RHYTHM 211/VT4C phono Ex-Demo
Marked £2499 £999

RHYTHM LINE Ex review/as new £2499 £1699

AEON MK{ MONOBLOCKS 20 Watt
S.E. Si construction marked - to clear
BARGAIN! £4999 £1999

l Epoch loudspeakers Ex-demo £1499 £750

Nakamichi RX 202 Auto Reverse

| {Cassette Decks Mint S/H £600+ £250

Audionote SPX reference speaker
cable 2.5m by wire set (10m) £7000 £2500

Mana sounds table £300 £150

| | Torlyte stand “one of the best ever made” £150

Townsend Sizamic Sink large £230 £110

Arare opJaortuni to acquire one of a handful of
units made possibly worlds finest turntable voyd
reference with twin box power supply units
staggering performance, stunning rosewood finish,

helius cylene tonearm and audi te 1.O. Cartrid
e e 3000+~ £5999 o




PROGCKESMIVE s
AVDIO 2,

Mid-Season Sale of Ex-Dem and Secondhand

Equipment
Audionote SN/3 Transformer (S/H) Sale £1100
Dynaudio Contour 1.8 MK Il Speakers (S/H) Sale £895
Proac Studio 150 Loudspeakers (YEW) (S/H) Sale £1050
Denon 6600 - A Mono Blocks (S/H) Sale £595
Conrad Johnson PV-10A - Phono with SE upgrade Sale £1250
Spendor SP2/3 Loudspeakers (Walnut) (S/H) Sale £495
Chord 1200B Power Amp (S/H) Sale £1950
Mirage M3/S! Speakers (S/H) Sale £1950
Pink Triangle Literaul CD Player (EX/DEM) Sale £1795
Audionote OTO SE line only (S/H) Sale £800

Audio Alchemy DAC 1.2

Chord Electronics LS512A
Loudspeakers (Ebony)

Parasound P/LD 2000 Preamp

Alon Petit Loudspeakers (walnut)

Alon 1 Loudspeakers (oak)

Michell Argo HR Pre-Amp

Beyer 531 Headphones

Stax SR-84 Electret Headphones

Questar QA2 Active Speakers/Stands/

(£595) Sale £375

(£1679) Sale £1200
(£1495) Sale £1095
(£1087) Sale £795
(£1616) Sale £1200
(£1339) Sale £1050
(£120)  Sale £85

(£259) Sale £195

3M Kimer 4TC £300 the lot

Trichord Pulsar 1 DAC (s/h) £825
Meridian 200 CD transport (s/h) £400
Proac Studio 100 loudspeakers (cherry)

3 weeks old £550
pre/power combo £450
SD Acoustics SD3 loudspeakers (ex dem) £350
SD Acoustics Alexandra stands for above (new) £220

New in this month and on permanent dem:-
Audio Synthesis Dax Decade and Desire Decade, Tube
Technology CD player plus Proac Response 3.8’s
Diapason Louds/feakers Graaf GM20 Amp and
udionote CD3

Call For More Details Or Dem Of New Equipment
(List Available)
All items mint/boxed. Guaranteed as new
(unless S/Hand)
Telephone Medway (Kent) 01634 - 389004 anytime.

SUMMER SALES PRICES
PLEASE RING FOR DETAILS

Kent’s newest dealer is proud to present a
fresh approach to buying Hi-Fi. If you enjoy
music please take time to audition our care-

fully selected range of both modern & vin-

tage equipment

Art Audio ~ Alchemist ~ Beam Echo ~ Cary Audlo Design ~ Bravura ~

Gamma Acoustics ~ Loricraft Audio/Garrard ~ JM Labs Speakers ~

Klipsch ~ Monrio ~ Nottingham Analogue ~ Ortofon ~ Pro-ject Turntables
~ Soverelgn Valves ~ Target ~ Trichord Research ~ Tube Technology

Ex Demonstrations items available this month

Gamma Acoustics Epoch V Reference Speakers £1295.00 (2995.00 new)

Now demonstrating the Cary Audio Deslign
CAD 300SE Utilising Western Electric 300B’s

01227 742928 G 0976 402779

Ashcroft Bishopstone Lane Herne Bay Kent CTé 6RP

Well now they can!

Discover the full heart and passion con-
tained within your music .

Origin Live speakers will fulfil the highest
musical aspirations in exemplary fashion.
With their stunning good looks they are
intended for those who desire something
special.

These speakers have that rarest of all quali-
ties - the ability to bring music to life, effort-
lessly, gracefully, and utterly convincingly.

"it's warm bass and lack of treble hard-
ness combine to make music come alive
and wring from me a strong recommen-
dation"'.

Gramophone August 97.

“ Their clarity and tunefullness will have
you listening to your recordings as
opposed to your hi-fi for a long time to
come.”’

Hi-Fi World June 98

HAVE YOU EVER WISHED .....

that your speakers gave you more!

Don’t miss auditioning a pair of Origin Live speakers at
one of our specialist dealers

Avon / Bristol V-audio 01179686005

Somerset / Yeovil Mike Manning 01935 479361

Hampshire / Southampton Southampton Hi Fi Centre 01703
228434

East Sussex / St Leonards-on-sea Adams & Jarrett 01424 437165
Kent / Gillingham Progressive Audio 01634 389004

London The Cornflake Shop 0171 6310472

Leicestershire / Ashby-de-la-Zouch Zouch Audio 01530 414128

Cheshire / Hoole Replay Audio Consultants 01244 401290
Cheshire / Warrington Doug Brady Hi-Fi 01925 828009
Manchester The Hi-Fi Room 0161 8320888

Tyne & Wear / Gateshead Lintone Audio 0191 4774167

For further information and complete list of Origin Live dealers contact:-

Origin Live, 87 Chessel Crescent, Bitterne, Southampton SO19 4BT

Tel: 01703 578877 / 442183 Fax: 01703 398905
E mail: origin.live @ virgin.net
Web site: http://www.originlive.com/index.htm

H1-FI WORLD

OCTOBER 1998 m




Choice hi-fr

SuperSummerSa

One Month Only

Choice  Original

Price Retail Price
Quad II's 2 x 2 monoblocks {special) £ 49500 £ -
Audio Research D240 mk It £149500  £3500.00
Beard P35 £ 49500 £1395.00
Chameleon Ruby Power Amp (200W) £ 49500 £1200.00
Alchemist Kraken x 2 Stereo & Pre-amp £ 69500  £1400.00
Audio Innovations S500 Integrated £ 45000 £ 93900
Exposure IX professional power supply £ 49500  £1595.00
Exposure V Active x over £ 28500 £ 995.00
EAD 7000 Transport £ 99500 £2495.00
Alphason Sonata {No arm) £ 35500 £ 70000
Roksan ROK-DAC 1 £ 25000 £ 49%5.00
LFD PA2/ LS1/ MC1 £149500 £3880.00
AV1 2000 pre/ remote £ 49500 £ 90000
Audio Research SP14 £129500  £3000.00
Tesserac Tala £ 75000 £1495.00
Magnum P200 £ 95000 £1895.00
ATC SCM 10 Black £ 69500 £1150.00
Alon [V mk {I £1800.00  £3500.00
Monitor Audio 700 PMC £ 39500 £ 600.00
Royd Priors £ 45000 £ 95000
Sonus Faber Gravis Sub woofer
+ X-over + power amp £1395.00  £3200.00
Kenwocd 9010 £ 25000 £ 500.00
Audio Alchemy Transport DDS 2 £ 39500 £ 900.00

New in

POWER AMPLIFIERS
Krell KSA 100s £2995.00 £ 5843.00
Threshold S1000 LIMITED EDITION
Monoblocks £5500.00 £13000.00
Primare 201/202 Pre/Power £5500.00 £12080.00
Audio Research VT150 SE £9995,00 £17080.00
Miche! Alecto {Stereo) £ 89500 £ 1300.00
Naim Nap 250 £1200.00 £ 1800.00
Micromega Amp £ 75000 £ 129500
Micromega Tempo 2 Integrated £ 59500 £ 90000
PRE AMPLIFIERS
Audio Research Reference 1 £509500 £ 8500.00
Audio Research LS 22 £2950.00 £ 4000.00
Michel Argo Hera £ 90000 £ 59500
Naim Nac 72 £ 55000 £ 650.00
Naim Hi Cap (Latest) £ 55000 £ 65000
Naim Hi Cap (Old Style) £ 40000 £ 650.00
Unison Research Mystery One £109500 £ 1800.00
Burmiester 785 £39500 £ 900.00
Micromega Tempo P £ 750.00 £ 1250.00
SPEAKERS
Kef Ref Model 3 £1350.00 £ 2000.00
Dalquist DQ10 £ 39500 £ 100000
TURNTABLES/ ANALOGUE/ VARIOUS
Conrad Johnson MP11 SE Phono Stage  £1600.00 £ 2200.00
Mark Levinson No. 258 Phono Stage £2750.00 £ 4000.00
Stax Lambda Signature +
SRMT1 Energiser £ 895.00 £ 1400.00
Clear Audio Sigma £ 45000 £ 600.00
Kiseki Agat Ruby £1450.00 € -
Linn Kiyde £ 45000 £ 600.00
Ortofon MC 7500 £1250.00 £ 2500.00
Ortofon MC 15 Super Il £ 9900 £ 150.00
Michel Gyrodec/ RB/300 QC
Power Supply (Latest) £ 95000 £ 1500.00
C.D PLAYERS & DACS
Accuphase DP80/81 L £5500.00 £10800.00
Micromega Duo CD2 Transport £ 89500 £ 2000.00
DPA PDM 2 mk Wl £ 55000 £ 1000.00
Micromega T-Drive £ 75000 £ 1300.00
Micromega T-Dac £ 49500 £ 800.00
Quad 67 (+ remote) £ 49500 £ 80000
Meridian 200/ 203 £ 55000 £ 1300.00
Marantz CD94/94A £ 650.00 £ 1600.00
Meridian 563 18 bit £ 49500 £ 90000
Sony R1/ 81 £3995.00 £ 8000.00

#) Best prices paid for top quality
equipment

#® Generous part exchange
#® Show room/dem room

® Long term trade in policy, to allow
continual upgrading

# All credit cards inc. Amex

® Mail order

% Export service

#® Finance arranged subject to status
® Widest range available

® In-depth experience on high end
used equipment

#® Unbiased advice

#® Unique ‘Hi-Fi Exchange’ - a
computerised database of sales
and wants - will put you in touch

Power
Amp fers
Musical Fidelity A1000 £ 89500 £ 1600.00
EAR 549 balanced / SE £ 3500.00 £ 7000.00
Exposure XV £ 49500 £ 79500
Jadis JAS00 £ 7995.00 £21000.00
EAR 509 mk Il {Gold) £ 1395.00 £ 2500.00
Audio Research Classic 60 £ 149500 £ 3600.00
Musical Fidelity F16 £ 209500 £ 2500.00
Boulder 102 AEX-Dem £ 265000 £ 3400.00
Pioneer A400 £ 19500 £ 300.00
Krell KSA 150 £ 220500 £ 4000.00
Conrad Johnson MF 2300 £ 189500 £ 2990.00
Audio Research M300 monoblocks £ 4995.00 £10080.00
Boulder 500 AE £ 379500 £ 5000.00
LFD PA1/LS1 £ 89500 £ 199800
Meridian 505 Monoblocks £ 1195.00 £ 1590.00
Audio Note P1 SE £ 58500 £ 950.00
Jadis JA 80 Monoblocks £ 4995.00 £10000.00
Meridian 551 Integrated £ 65000 £ 900.00
Audion Golden Knights £ 249500 £ 4000.00
Audion Silver Knights (Gold) £ 149500 £ 2250.00
Musical Fidelity P140 £ 45000 £ 900.00
Jadis Defy 7 mk Il £ 3250.00 £ 4790.00
Krell KSA 80 £ 1495.00 £ 300000
Krell KSA 200 B £ 3000.00 £ 5550.00
Quad 77 Integrated £ 49500 £ 70000
LFD PA2M/ LS2 Stone £ 1995.00 £ 4700.00
0 °
Amplifiers

Audio Research LS7 Black £1095.00 £ 1589.00
Krell KRC 2 £2250.00 £ 3690.00
Chord 3200 pre £2250,00 £ 3800.00
Musical Fidelity X-Tone + X-psu £ 22500 £ 32000
Conrad Johnson PV12 {mm/mc) £198500 £ 2590.00
Krell KRC £3795.00 £ 6700.00
CAT SL1 mkll Black/ Silver £4500.00 £ 6500.00
McCormack Micro Line Drive £39500 £ 59500
Jadis JP 80 mm £4995.00 £ 8000.00
Audio Research LS3 £1195.00 £ 1900.00

Choice hi-fi make it easy for you to fulfil your sonic
dreams. Quality hi-fi is not just about expensive
brandnames, it's about aspiring to the very best
sound, about choosing your ideal system from the
widest selection in the country, in a unique no-
pressure environment. It's about taking advantage of
our unrivalled knowledge and being given the
freedom to choose and upgrade the audio
equipment you want, when you want. Others may
sell you hi-fi, Choice hi-fi will sell you solutions.

Audio Research LS5 mk Il £3000.00 £ 5700.00
Meridian 541 Doiby Surround £ 835.00 £ 1095.00
Conrad Johnson PV10 {mm/mc} £ 89500 £ 1250.00
Audio Research LS38 £120500 £ 2250.00

/—~Quality
. Speakers

Acoustic Energy AE2 + Stands £ 109600 £ 170000
Muse 18 sub woofer 199500 € % 100
Gale 401 £ %00 £ =
Apogee Duetta Sig £ 143500 € 3500.00
Magneplanar 25 £ 99500 £ 2000.00
B & W 802 mk il (Wainut) £ 189500 £ 2800.00
Martin Logan Aerius | £ 159500 € 2299.00
Acoustic Energy AE1 £ 5%.00 £ 79500
Acoustic Energy AE120 £ 36500 £ 50000
Acoustic Energy AE109 £ 26000 £ 35000
Ensemble PA1 £ 99500 £ 2000.00
Klipsch La Scala £ 169500 £ 2400.00
Proac Response 4 £ 799500 £12500.00
Alon V mk It Blk £ 250000 £ 5000.00
Wilson 3/2 £ 599500 £15000.00
Alon Lotus SE £ 300000 £ -
Sonus Faber Extrema + Stands £ 425000 £ 7000.00
Linn Kan £ 25000 £ 50000
Linn Keilihds £ 39500 £ 700.00
ATC SCM 50 A Rosewood £ 399500 £ 5500.00
J M Lab Alcor £ 299500 £ 5000.00
Wilson 5.1 (Piano White) £1200000 £19000.00
Thiel CS £ 169500 £ 2700.00
KEF Reference Model 101/2 (Walnut) E 39500 £ 79500
Apogee Mini Grand £ 2995.00 £ 7600.00

CD Players

& DACS

EAD DSP 1000 £ 69500 £ 1495.00
Audio Synthesis Dax (AT&T/AES,EBU)
Uttra Anaiogue/ reclocked £ 109500 £ 2500.00
Pink Triangle Da Capo 1307 HDCD £ 995.00 £ 1600.00
Theta Data basic 2 £ 169500 £ 2397.00
Teac D10 dac £ 49500 £ 800.00
Teac P10 transport £ 85000 £ 1600.00
Audio Alchemy DDE V1.0 + psu 1 £ 19500 £ 300.00
PSS, Audio Ultralink £ 79500 £ 2390.00
EAD 9000 Series Il HDCD £ 3250.00 £ 6000.00
M C Cormack DAC-1 £ 69500 £ 995.00
Wadia 22/26p.0.a Acuphase DP70 £ 225000 £ 4500.00
Acuphase DP90/91 £ 9950.00 £20000.00
Forsell Air Ref Transport mk I}
Forsell Air Ref dac £ 899500 £13800.00
Mark Levinson 30.5/31 £11500.00 £24000.00
Meracus Transport £ 199500 £ 3395.00
Linn Mimik £ 53500 £ 900.00
Meridian 566 DAC (24 Bit) £ 99500 £ 124500
Meridian 566 DAC {20 Bit) £ 89500 £ 1095.00
Altis CDT Ill Transport £ 349500 £ 5000.00
Micromega CD3 Transport £ 99500 £ 1500.00
Micromega DS DAC £ 20500 £ 50000
Musical Fidelity FCD £ 99500 € 1500.00
Quad 77 C.D Player {Quadlink) £ 49500 £ 700.00
e, Turntables
\

& L ogue
Linn LP12/ Avondale/ Akito £ 89500 £ 200000
Oxford Crystal Ref + Stand £120500 2000
Alphason Sonata £ 39500 £ 800.00
Piere Lume J1/SL5 £ 175000 £ 4500.00
Basis Ovation £ 349500 £ 4950.00
Piere Lurne JI/Sowther mk Il £ 1800.00 £ 4500.00
Forsell Air Force One £1199500 £25000.00
Kinshaw Overture Phono £ 25000 £ 39500
Systemdek 1l XE 900/ RB 250 £ 39500 £ 650.00
Sequera Tuner (Original) £ 450000 £ -
Quad FM3 Tuner £ 22500 € -
Voyd Reference £ 500000 £10000.00
Audio Technica ART 1 {Re-tipped +
boron cantilever) £ 55000 £ 1000.00
SME IV £ 75000 £ 980.00

tel 0181 392 1959 & 0181 392 1963

Hi-F g

fax 0181 392 1994 e-mail choice_hifi@msn.com

open from 10am to 8pm by appointment

All equipment is in mint, second hand or as new condition - guaranteed

Agents for:

Acoustic Energy, Alon, ATC, Boulder. Bryston, C.A.T., Chord, Elemental Audio. Forsell, Gamma, Graham, Helios, Impulse, Lumley,

Rockport, SME, Soundstyle, Straight Wire, Target, Totem, Trichord. Trilogy, van den Hul, VPI, XLO and many more.



MEASURED PERFORMANCE

MICHELL ORCA/ALECTO
AMPLIFIERS

These are wide-bandwidth, high-
power monoblocs capable of
producing 128watts into 8ohms and
no less than 196watts into 4ohms.
That's plenty enough to get high
levels from loudspeakers able to
accept such power and deliver it.
The Alectos handle low loads well
tpo, with some small rise in
distortion to 0.028% from the
0.005% achieved into 8ohms.

Not that distortion is a problem
with these monoblocs. It measured a
minimal 0.005% at all frequencies
and output levels - an impressive
result. It is unusual for an amplifier

CREEK CD 43

The Creek refused to reproduce
short-term impulses for our
frequency-response analysis, so we
used a sweep tone instead to
measure frequency response. This
gives the same amplitude resolution,
if not the same frequency-scale
resolution.

If this failing has any
consequence at all on the sound, it
would be to soften and possibly
warm the presentation. Otherwise,
frequency response was very flat,
with just a small -0.3dB loss at
16kHz, seen at far right in our
analysis.

Distortion was very low on both
channels, measuring 0.02% at
-30dB. Our analysis shows this is
simply a summation of noise, not
distortion harmonics, seen as spikes.
The Creek was linear at low levels
tco, one reason for its high dynamic
range figure.

HI-FI WORLD

to measure well at full output at
10kHz but the Alectos were just as
good here as lower down the
frequency scale. Our analysis shows
little sign of any harmonics at
10kHz, 1watt output.

Input sensitivity was very high at
125mV for fuli output, through the
Orca pre-amplifier. That's enough to
work with the lowest output sources,
mostly from yesteryear.

Much as before, these Michell
amplifiers measure very well in all
areas. NK

Power 128watts
CD/tuner/aux.
Frequency response 8Hz-110kHz

Distortion

0.1

Separation 72dB
Noise -102dB
Distortion 0.005%
Sensitivity 125mV
Overload >3V
DC offset 16mV

The CD 43 measured well in ail
areas. It's inability to reproduce an
impulse is rare among players,
however, but the impact of this can
only be judged through listening
tests. NK

Frequency response 4Hz-20kHz
Distortion (%)

left ight
-6dB 0.005 0 005
-30dB 0.018 0.02
-60dB 0.39 0.5
-90dB 29.6 28
Separation (dB) left right
1kHz 100 102
20kHz 76 79
Noise 106dB
with emphasis -106dB
Dynamic range 110dB
Output 2.2V

CREEK CD43

Distortion

0.0%

1k frequency (Hz) 21k
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OMEGA PERSONAL COMPUTERS
Tel: 01732 848268
Fax: 01732 848289

MULTI-MEDIA SENSATION!!

Intel Pentium MMX 233 Mhz Processor

ATX Format Desktop or Midi Tower Case
Elite P5STX-A Pro Motherboard

32Mb Fast SDRAM

2.1Gb Fujitsu UDMA Hard Disk Drive

32 Speed CD ROM Drive

3.5” 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive

15” LG Electronics SVGA Monitor

ATl 2Mb PCI Graphics Card
Soundblaster AWEG4V Soundcard
Labtec 1013 Stereo Speakers

105 key Windows 95 keyboard

Microsoft Compatible PS/2 Mouse
Microsoft Windows 98 Operating System

3 YEARS ON-SITE WARRANTY

W:‘;Mmsoﬂﬂ

pentium CREATIVE .',5.0.9012.

@ LG Electronics FUﬁTSU

@ eurecnove (€

£ 59911

E&OE. All Prices are exclusive of VAT and delivery

INTEL PENTIUM Il SENSATION!!

Intel Pentium Il 350 Mhz Processor

ATX Format Desktop or Midi Tower Case
Elite P6BX-A+ Motherboard with AGP
64Mb Fast SDRAM

4.3Gb Fujitsu UDMA Hard Disk Drive

32 Speed CD ROM Drive

3.5” 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive

17” LG Electronics SVGA Monitor

ATl 4Mb 3D AGP Graphics Card
Soundblaster AWE64V Soundcard
Labtec 1021 Stereo Speakers

105 key Windows 95 Keyboard
Microsoft Compatible PS/2 Mouse
Mirocsoft Windows 98 Operating System

3 YEARS ON-SITE WARRANTY

EUROCARD

1
VIS/

(e ——

P

'"T\esllde

pentium [}

@ LG Electronics FUFTSU

@ erecrour (€ -

£ 999!

E&OE. All Prices are exclusive of VAT and delivery




LEHMANN AUDIO
ELACK CUBE

The Lehmann Black Box was quiet
an MM, and good on MC, but not
exceptional. It was around 5dB
kissier than the quietest MC pre-
amps, from the likes of Linn for
example, but it will still doa
reasonably good job on low-output
MCs.

There was a useful gain of x1000
available on MC, and x100 on MM,
both about what is needed.

Frequency response on MM and
MC was identical, unlike some
Japanese amplifiers. Not
unsurprisingly an IEC subsonic warp

JAMO CS5

The small drive units of this active
loudspeaker integrate well, giving a
comparatively smooth upper
midrange over a wide band of
frequencies. Our measured
response, shown here, held well
when listening on tweeter axis,
above it or below it, like any well-
designed miniature loudspeaker.
There is, however, a peculiar
peak at 1.25kHz that will improve
vacal intelligibility, may help

HEYBROOK OPTIMA
Tests showed the Optima was very
sensitive, producing 90dB from 2.8V
of input (one nominal watt). At
5.70hms overall impedance (with
minima at 4ohmes) this really is a
4ohm loudspeaker and some of its
sensitivity is due to the extra current
draw of a low load working with a
constant-current source (solid-state
amplifier) rather than high energy
conversion efficiency.

The Optima will take a little
more driving than 8ohm
loudspeakers, and as a result may
well highlight sonic differences
between different amplifiers.

Overall tonal balance shows a

Hi-FIl WORLD

filter has been fitted and this rolls off
bass below 40Hz. Invariably, this
produces a hass-light sound. There
was also a shght lift in treble, +0.5dB
at 20kHz. This is likely to add a little
brightness and detail.

Overload ceilings were as
expected, being a function of gain
and maximum output swing
between the op amp power supply
lines. At least Lehmann managed a
decent 9V output swing, the least |
would expect. This resulted in
normal 9mV (MC) and 90mV input
overload values.

This pre-amp measures well but
will have a brightish sound and may

well be a little light in the bass. NK

Disc MM

Frequency response 40Hz-52kHz
Separation 51dB
Gain x100
Noise 0.25uV
Distortion 0.003%
Overload 90mV/9V
Disc MC

Frequency response 40Hz-52kHz
Separation 48dB
Gain x1000
Noise 0.07uV
Distortion 0.003%
Overload 9ImV/IV

projection, but could also give a
‘thin’ sound. There are some bass
peaks too, common in small
‘speakers where, to get any bass at
all, the waofer must be allowed to
resonate in a relatively controlled
fashion compared with the sort of
behaviour expected from a large
cabinet.

The Jamos will sound clear,
detailed and possibly precise. They
may also sound thin, perhaps sharp
and a bit boomy in the bass. NK

Frequency response

level
(dB)

12 78 400 2k 7k 2Ck
frequency (Hz)

slow tilt down as frequency rises. A
small amount of plateau bass boost
will add body to the sound, plus
some warmth, generally a goad
thing. With flat bass output down to

(dB)

Frequency response

12 78 400 2k 7k 20k
frequency (Hz)

Impedance

10 100 tk 10k

63Hz, below which the port takes
over, the Optima goes as low as
most rivals. With little sign of bass
peaking | would expect a well-
controlled performance in the fower
octave.

The Optima is well engineered,
but drive amplifier choice is likely to

be important. NK
OCTOBER 1998 H



Oxgord Audio Consultants
HI-FI SPECIALISTS

BADA I

Our superb service is the same, regardless of price.

KRELL KPS25 CD PLAYER - THE NEW REFERENCE - yes we really finally do have
a demonstrator and boy is it outrageously good!

SONUS FABER AMATI HOMAGE - at last a product from our favourite Italian
company that is a trie world beater!! - a full-scale GUARNERI that we've prayed for ages

MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA PREAMP - VERY LIMITED EDITION- BE IN
QUICK!!!

NAIM AUDIO CDX - on dem with this excellent range of British audio equipment

JADIS - THE NEW ORCHESTRA CD & AMP - £1099 EACH - these are going to be
worid beaters - you owe it to yourself to audition this French duo - styling to die for as well!!

KRELL 250 CD PLAYER £ 150 POWER AMPLIFIER - JUST OUT & ‘HOT

VIDIKRON HELIOS PROJECTOR - PINAFARINNA LOOKS & PICTURE

WILSON AUDIO SYSTEM § - still our reference speaker - ours sound even better now.

SONUS FABER MUSICA - a gorgeouts looking amplifier with sound to match

THETA DAVID DVD PLAYER - superb results

YAMAHA DSP Al - a stunningly good home theatre package

JAMO CONCERT 8 LOUDSPEAKERS - not to be underrated

MARANTZ CD17/PM17/ST17 K. SIGNATURE SERIES - hiear how good it is

KRELL 250P PREAMP AND 250A POWER AMP - incredible value for money - just
ask for a dem

CABLES & ACCESSORIES from TRANSPARENT, SILTECH, CABLE TALK,
GM AUDIO, HARMONIX, SOUNDSTYLE, TARGET, KONTAK etc

AUDIO ANALOGUE PAGANINI CD PLAYER - staggering build quality and
unrivalled sound: quite extraordainary, believe me!

GM AUDIO EQUIPMENT TABLES - THE ELITE - now even better looking and
superh value

OPERA DUETTO/PLATEA & TERZA SPEAKERS - SOLID MAHOGANY

«x*MAIL OREDER INTEREST FREE CREDIT NOW AVAILABLE***

COPLAND CD266/277/288 CD PLAYERS - all superb value for money from this very
impressive company; now joined by the CSA28 amplifier

UNION RESEARCH SIMPLY 845 INTEGRATED AMP - you ve read the reviews;
Jjust wait Gl you hear it

MUSICAL FIDELITY 1001 AMPLIFIER - a really excellent new amplifier - ry it!

EX DEM & P/EX BARGAINS

ACOUSTIC ENERGY AE1 SIGNATURE £995 SH
ARCAM ALPHA 6 PLUS £200 SH
AUDIOLAB C PREAMPLIFIER £295 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH D2000 POWER AMPLIFIER £1295 SH
AUDIO RESEARCH VTM120 SE PRIVATE SALE £3750

AUDIO SYNTHESIS PASSION PRIVATE SALE £850

AUDIO RESEARCH LS5 MKI1 £1495 XD
AUDIO INNOVATIONS PI PHONO STAGE £195 SH
AUDIO INNOVATIONS SERIES 800 MONOBLOCKS POWER AMPS  £495  SH
B&W P6 ROSENUT £595 SH
EXPOSURE CD PLAYER NEW BOXED £850 NEW
EXPOSURE CD PLAYER EX DEM £695 XD
EXPOSURE XXI INTEGRATYED AMP REMOTE EX DEM  £795 XD
EXPOSURE XXI/XVIII PRE/POWER EX DEM £1295 XD
HEYBROOK SEXTETS £595 SH
KRELL KRC2 £2495 SH
KRELL KPS20i CD PLAYER DELTA 09 UPGRADE £8495 SH
MICROMEGA STAGE 6 AS NEW £695 XD
MUSICAL FIDELITY F22 PREAMP £695 SH
ORELLE XTC TRANSPORT / DAC £995 XD
PROAC RESPONSE 3.5 LIGHT OAK £2995 XD
REGA ELA SPEAKERS WALNUT £295 SH
ROKSAN ATTESSA £495 SH
TEAC TI TRANSPORT £395 SH
THORENS PRE / POWER £650 SH
YAMAHA DSPA592 £250 SH

0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT

Agencles inciude Audio Analogue, Air Tangenl Audiogram, Audio Research, Audio Technica, B&W,
Cable Talk, Castie Copland, Denon, Goldring, Harmonix, Heybrook, Jadis, Koetsu, Krell, Lyra, Marantz,
Martin Logan, Michell, Musical Fideliy, NAD, Onkyo, Orelle, Ortofon, Pink Tnangle, Pioneer, Proac,
Proceed, Projekt, QED, QUAD, REL Su:woofers, Rogers. Rotel, Sennheiser, SME, Sonus Faber, Stax,
Target. T.D.L.. TEAC, Theta, Thorens, Transparent Cables, Unison Research, van den Hul, Videokron,

Wilson, Yamaha.

TAX-FR
MAIL-ORDER AVAILABLE ON MANY ITEMS
Open Mon Sat 10am 6pm

Oxgord Audio Consultants

Ox!o.rd Audio Consultants, Cantay House, Park End Street Oxford OX1 1JD
Telephone: Oxford (01865) 790879 Facsimile: Oxford (01865) 791665
E-MAIL: Oxford. Audio @ btinternet.com
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——Interconnects & Speaker Cables —

1994 Best Speaker Cable

1995

Best Interconnect & Highly
6 a, Recommended Speaker Cable
1996

e e Best Interconnect &
1997 [ Best Speaker Cable
Best Speaker Cable &
@ @ Highly Recommended
S N Interconnect

Intenennects  Speaker Cakles

Doesn’t Your System Deserve The Best?

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Please telephone, fax or write to

Cable Talk,

Unit J, Albany Park, Camberley, Surrey, GU15 2PL
Tel (UK ONLY): FREEPHONE 0808 - 100 - 6868
TEL: (+44) (0) 1276 686717. FAX: (+44) (0) 1276 686353
Please quote HFW 10/98

NEW SALE
M tz Cd57 C p| £230 150
Rote Ec 975 cd er £4%0 £33
Arcam A pha 7A ‘Yf 260 £195
Arca a 8 Amp £360  £285
omc’:-En l 1 09 System £650  £325
ch hannel Pro Logic Processor £700  £350
posure % 050 £750
arantz ‘cd Ployer 100  £995
Exposure 1 ?fower Amplifier £1700 £1195 |
Micromega o|o ccf Player £2750  £1595
EX DEMONSTRATION LOUDSPEAKERS
Mission 731 Prg Bloc Finish £140  £99
Rega Kyte Bl £198 £125
Kefm Block Finah £199  £189
Q50 Active Su woofe £375  £275
B&W P5 SpeaEers senut lei\h (inc. l#'h £950  £650
B&W P2 ook ?\rry Finish (Inc. Plinths) ~ £1170  £730
’Xos Es22 erry Finis! £1185 £899
ission 754 Free orers Black Finish £1298 £995
Atc Scm?2 ers t F |n|:h £1850 £1495
Proac Studio 2? Speakers Cherry Finish £2249 £1895
BUIP
Yumaha Ds E39(1 rro-Loglc Processor £250
Naim an Agnlﬂ £575
Rega Pl anet £450 50
Mlcromeg% J e 2 7 Duo Transport & Dac £1500 £599
Naim Nacd Cd Player £1080 £650
SPECIAL PURCHASE NEW BOXED EQUIPMENT
MISSION 73C CENTRE SPEAKER BLACK FINISH £150 £75 |
ROTEL RCD 970 BX CD PLAYER £350 £175
RANTZ CD67 SE CD PLAYER £300 £249
ARCAM ALPHA 8 AMPLIFIER £360 £295
AMAHA KX-690 3 HEAD CASSETTE DECK £400 £295
THE
powerplant
66/67 Upper North Strest Brighton BN1 3FL
Tele: 01273 775978 Fax: 01273 748419
- Emall Be&wull@ ower| Iant.co uk
Mail order and Worldwnde Export service avalloble

HI-FI WORLD



|IPW RUBY 2

Nith a raised midband and smoothly

falling treble, the Ruby 2 will have
fine vocal clarity and projection,
plus smooth treble. The drivers were
well integrated, absence of a
crossover suck-out ensuring good
detailing.

Bass output falls away slowly,
suggesting a well-damped alignment
that may sound best with the
‘speakers close to a rear wall and
given some power. There's little sign
of bass peaking and the boominess
that arises from it.

JPW nave engineered in an
unusualiy flat impedance curve,

Frequency response

level
(dB)

+5

12

78 400 2k

frequency (Hz)

7k 20k

except for the usual twin peaks of
reflex loading. Since it sits almost
exactly at 8ohms the Ruby 2
represents a near-ideal load in some
senses It certainly suits valve amps.

Impedance

10 100

which must be load matched. It will
give solid-state amps an easy time
too. The only disappointment is a
mediocre sensitivity of 86dB from a
nominal wa't (2.8V) of input.

The Rubv 2 has been neatly
engineered and should offer a tidy,
smooth sound. NK

“OODLES OF HIGH END CARTRIDGES AVAILABLE RING FOR DETAILS” MANY
HIGH END AUDIO MORE ITEMS IN STOCK, EFFICIENT SERVICING DEPARTMENT. WE ARE LOCATED
a' 1 “E BOUGHT/SOLD IN WELWVYN, HERTS ALL ITEMS GUARANTEED - ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS
ACCEPTED RING FOR DETAILS AND DEMONSTRATION 01438 714038
EXCHANGED 10.00 AM - 7.00 PM MON - SAT 10.00 AM - 1.00 PM SUN Mobile Tel. 0831 250985
Wilson Witt Speakers Piano Black 4500 E/D 8880 Threshold Fet 10 Preamp Phono/Line E Supplies Red.1295 S/H4250
NEW IN THIS MONTH Sonus Faber Guarinari Speakers Ltd Edition 4500 S/H 6200 Yba 2 Power Amp latest ’ 895 S/H 2150
Audio Note Ongaku The One And Only £15,995 $/h£57,000 Magnaplanar Mg3a Speakers & Stands Oak From 995 S/H 3000  Equation 2 Speakers Black 90Db excellent 1295 S/H 3500
Wadia 2000 Mk2 Transport And Dac Stunning 3995 S/H 13,300 Magaplanar 1.5 Qr Speakers New Sealed 995 New 1600 Proceed (d Player (Levinson) Bafanced 995 S/H 1900
Krell Kbl / Kpe Line Preamp & Phono Stage 1995 §/H 5326 Coanterpoint DalOe/Dalle Cd Traas/Dac Stunning!895 S/H 4165 Orade Alexandria Turntable Prelude Am 495 S/H 1390
Pro Ac 1.5 Speaker Ash sealed 1995 New 2700  Meridian 506 24 Bit (d Playerlatest 1495 E/D 1995  Audio Systhesis Modified Sony Cdx 303Ex At&T With
Krell Ksa 80 Power Amp {495 S/ 3498  Meridian 200/203 Trans/Dac ricord reduced §95 S/H 1665 Dsm 20 Ultra Analogue 20 Bit 995 S/H 2515
Nakamichi ZXL 1000 Gold Signature Cassette rare phone Meridian 208 Cd/Preamp Phono Mrs Remote feduced695 S/H 1665  Trio Lobt Tuner (Classic) (Sequerra Beater)? 895 S/H loads
Cary (ad 805 Mono 2|1 Yalve Power Amp reduced4500 /K 8000 Robertson 4010 Power Amp 2 Available 495 S/H 995
Jadis Ja 500 4 Chassis Mono Valve Power Amps 6992 S/H 20990  Cary 243 Pawer Amp Triode ‘eduzed 795 §/H 1495  Krell Studio Dac Balanced At&T Reduced 1500 S/H 4450
Jadis Ja30 Mono Vaive Power Amps 1995 S/H 5180 Cary Cad 550 (d Processor Peamp 595 S/H 1200 Beard BbIOO Mk2 Integrated Yalve Amp 695 S/H 1495
Jadis Jp80 Valve Preamp Latest 9 Honths Old 5995 S/ 10166  Gryphon Lté Edition Preamp stumning 3500 §/4 8000 Micromega .| (d Transport {Excellent) 1295 S/H 2500
Levinson 26L Preamp Fully Balanced 2500 S/ 5100  Gryphon Xt Preamp Glass Lid recuced 1995 S/H 5500  Michel Argo Hera Line Preamp & Supply 450 S/H 885
Levinson 26 Preamp Phono Bafanced 2795 S/ 5300  Audio Research VIO Power Amp reduced 1795 S/H 4400 Cabasse 135 Speakers Vdm Wired & Active Equaliser| 795 S/H 4600
Levinson MI3 Power Amp 2995 S/H 8250  Audio Research Vt60 Power Amp reduced 1195 S/H 2645  HMichel 150 Phono Stage 20 S/H 4R
Levinson 124 Power Amp & P/Supply Mm/Mc 995 S/H 2400  Audio Research Lsb3 Preamp Black Remote 1495 S/ 3025 Cadence Es Electrostatic Hybrid Speakers Swnning 1995 $/H 4500
Goldmund Studio Turntable With T3f hudio Research LsT Preamp hatest Reduced 1095 S/H 1698  Passion Passive Preamp Visshay 395 S/H 720
Arm Latest Version 4500 S/H 10600  Audio Research Spld fast Version Reduced 1095 S/H 3298 Theta Ds Pro Basic 2 Dac 995 S/H 1199
Goldmund Studio Turntable Tttock Arm 995 S/H 3800  Apogee Stage Speakers & Stands reduced 994 S/H 3450 Special Dmc 10 Preamp excellent 995 S/H 3490
Transfiguration Supreme Cartridge Latest 795 S/W 1795  Alon 4 Speakers Black Ash reduced 1295 S/H 3850  Krell Pam 1 Preamp Dual Supply excellent 895 S/H 1998
Rowland Model 7 Series 3 Power Amps 3995 S/H 10500  Eurmeister 850 Mono Power Amas Rare (2 Pair Av)I795 S/H 5350 CLEARANCE
Rowland Model 2 Power Amp latest 2995 S/H 5000  Burmeister 838/846 Phono/Lne Pre Amp Gold Reduced!295  S/H . —
Krell Kav Audio Visual Preamp 3500 Spendor Sp2.2 Speakers & Stands 295 S/ 850
Processor Ac3 Reduced §995 S/H 14390  Burmeister 838/846 Phono/line Pre Amp Chrome Red. 995 S/H  Sota Cosmos Tuntable Yacuum Hold Granite 1395 S/H 4400
Krell Ksa 250 Power Amp 2995 S/H 6600 3250 Cambridge Cd1 Cd Player 395 S/H 1500
Krell Ksa 2008 Power Amp fast Version 2500 S/H 5550 Martin Logan CIs 21 Electrostatic Speaker & Stands1995 S/ 4550 Cal Tempest 2 (d Player 1000 S/H 3900
Krell Kps 301 Cd Player3 Honths Old 2995 S/H 5490  Goldmund Minimis 3 Power Amp stunning 1995 S/H 5150  Ps Audio 4.6 Preamp Hm/Mc 295 S/H 900
Krell Kav 3001 Integrated Amp 3 Months Old 2995 S/H 6600  Linn Karrick Nemeric Cd Trans/Dac reduced 1195 §/H 2572 Arcam Delta 120 Power Amp 20 S/H 520
Krell Ksa 50 Power Ampreduced {000 S/H 2800 Siverado Speakers & Stands Piano (Watt Beater) 1395 S/H 2350  Arcam Deltal 100 Preamp/Dac Black Box 50 250 S/H 750
Krell Ksl Line Amp Mk2 1295 S/ 2298 Snell A3 4 Box Loudspeakers (Ask Pq) 2995 S/H 8995  Arcam Black Box 5 Dac 200 S/ 450
Wadia 16 (d Player Digi Vol 3995 S/H 7395  Sme 345 Tonearm Black/Gold Rare 595 S/H 1000+  Arcam 170.3 Cd Transport 250 /M T00
Nakamichi Dragon Cassette Deck 1495 S/H 2350 Graham Model | Tonearm Space Wand 995 S/H 2900 Tannoy 638 Profile Speakers 295 S/H 600
Nakamichi 700 Ixe Cassette Deck dlassic 795 S/H 1600  Micro Seiki Air Bearing Vacwum Platter Heavy Turntable Jot (50 Speakers Limed Oak As New 450 S/H 1650
Revox HI Cassette Deck 495 S/H 1150 Runs 4 Tonearms Weighs About 70Lbs stunning 2995 S/H 7000+ Sumo Aria Panel Speakers stunning Sound 450 S/H 2220
Stax Quattro 2 (d Playerclassic 1295 §/H 3000 Teac P1/DI Transport/Dac balanced (995 S/ 4800 Acoustat 11 Electrostatic Panel Speakers Black 350 S/H 1095
Proac 3.5 Speakers Rosewood Special Pair 2995 /0 4700  Teac Tascam Pro (d Player Balanced 795 S/W 1900  Magnaplanar Mgl Speakers Oak 495 S/H 1400
Ensemble Pal Reference Speakers Bi/Wire Piano BIk|995 S/H 5000 Revox B26I Tuner 750 S/H 1145
Audio Physics Vigo Speaker Cherrywood 2500 /M 3800  Revox Hé Rds Tuner 550 S/H 1000
Mirage M1 Speakers Mk2 Piano Black 2500 S/M 5000  Threshold Fet 10E Preamp Phono/Line reduced 1595 S/H 4990

s dl BI \AMIYDI Y
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CLASSIQUE SOUNDS

(LEICESTER)

VINTAGE HIFI & VALVE SPECIALIST

FOR SALE.PRE/POWER AMPLIFIFRS
Naim Nac 42 SK pre-amp with MC board
(;num \Iphu?rl:u;:]ml;!l\lfi‘r Excellent cond.

£195  Naim 22 pre amplifer & 110 power amp £ 249
£400  Concordaunt Extilarant Line pre-amp £450
£ 175 Nytech CTA 252 XD11 Recenver A Classic. £ 75
Concordaunt modified Quad 22 pre-amplifier £ 75  Musical Fidelity “The Pre-Amplifier MM/MCE 150
Nytech CPA 60) power amplifier some marks £ 95 Nytech Active Cross-over Good with Arc101£ 75
T-VAC Medel TAS01 Entegrated Valve amphifier. Ki88 p/pull Ex cond.Cost £1800.Bargain only £ 895
Arnon Adoms int Valve amp Class A Mint. £475  Pair Leak TL25 + amplifiers in black £ 550
Math seres 30 power amplifier (special} and power supply 60\ + 60W Solid rosewood Mint.Bxd £ 350
Harman Kardon HK610 integrated amplifier £125 O A.C. Mistrale integrated amp S5W/CH £ 250
Fisher X100A integrated valve amplifier.g/c £250 Pioneer A400 integrated amplifier £ 138
DPA DSP200S pre-amplifier EX Condttion £295  Rotel 980BX power umplifier. 2 ot.Each £ 195
Rogers HGES MA2 Integrated valve amp £149  Hafler DH101 pre-amphfier.Ex cond £125
Musical Fidelity E200 pre amp Ex DemMint £ 395 Dynaeo Cads intergrated Valve amplifier £ 27§
Audiolab 8G0UA integrated amp Mint.Boxed £275  Beard p35 Valve power amphfier. Ex cond. £ 495
Luxman LV'10S tntergrated hybrid amp Mint £400 PS Audio Model 2 power amp.Mint.Boxed £ 195

Pair Quad 2x in nice onginal condition £ SH)° Richard Allen Class A integrated amplifier £150
Quad 33 pre-amplificr.Ea Condition £ 75 Rogers cadet monoblock amps & 2 £195
Rogers Cadet 2 Pr/power amplifier i 150 Rogers cadet 3 Valve intergrated amplifier £ 125
Leak Stereo 20 power amp 12 months gntee £350  Leak TL2S+ Various All mono £195
Audiolab 8¢WQ pre-amplifier.Mint Boaed £550  Sugden ¢S1 pre-amplifier £100
Dnm 24 pre-amplitier und power supply £ 300  Dnm 2A pre-amplifier and 2 power supplics £ 460
TURNTABLES
Systemdeck 2X and Moth arm. £ 150 Thorens TDIS0 and Thorens arm 235

Garrard 01+/4018 price Varies on condition
Nad 5120 Record dech VGC

£ POA  Therens 124.Vanious prices and condiion £ POA
£ 35 STD 305M wrntable with Mayware arm £ 125

Spendor LSY/SA loudspeakers 1n black £295  Are 1O} Active/passive speakers Marked cabf 75
Lowther Acousta ng PM7As ex cond £350  Quad Electrostatios ESL57s. £450
Kef 102/ speakers Ex condiion Boxed £295  DCM Timetrame TF7(4) speakers Ex cond £ SO0
Monitor Audio M14 Floorstanders £ 150 Monitor Audio MA3 & stands. Boxed £ 250
Snell JT and stands Mint Boxed £ 550 Lowther Delphics using PM2:A units.Ex cond€18010
Keswickh Audio Volante in cherry Mint. Bxd £395  Origin Live Conguerors Rosew aod £595

Kef 101¢2 in resewood Mint Boxed £ 295
Castle Winchester Oub f
Mordauni short MS

Triangle Titus. Black.Ex demo Mintbored £ 299
i Mint Boxedt 995 Rogers LS1 Mint Boxed £ 70
akers Using Decca Kelly nbbon iweeters Excellent condition £275

OTHER ITEMS

Quad Treble & | > panels.Exchange£100.00 each.
S ;7 Full service.Ring for details.

we VRDS -T1 CD transport & remate . Iche h £ 95

larantz CI) 85 CD player A classic. Bo A 4225/
any TCK 6118 Dolby S 3 Head Cost £330 £150  Linn Basik LVV Tone-Arm Ex condiion £ 30
owther PMIC dnive units New Boxed £ 200 Leak Troughhine 2&3 mono.Gleond (ol 7
Proxed set records "THE RING™ Decea mint £ 195  Acos Lustre tone-arm Ex cond. £ 50
ecca Super Gold & Decca pod.Ex cond £150  SME 30609 tone arms From £ 60
mmaha KX580 SE caseatte Davh Mint )
plarantz Medel 2100 sterew tunar G/cend Ll

feft Rowland model 1 power amphifier  £1100 £1500  T-Vac Model TA801 Int Valve amp £895 £695

PMusical Fidelity E208 pre amp £395 & 345  Townsend 6HIS pre-amphifier. £125 £ 95
QLD Digit & positron power supply. £100 £ 75 Bead PlS Valve power amplifier £495 £395

cf 10172 speakers in rosewoed 295 te Mint.Boxed  £395 £295
Lowther Accoustas with Pin7A units N & sands £250 £175

zc'ae‘& Hi-Fi

Ex-dem Equipment Sale Sale £

Compact Disc

Naim CD2 (banish those digital nasties !) 1,500
Rotel RCD930 AX CD Player 140
Marantz CD63Mk2 K| Signature 349
S/H Wadia 15 DAC/digital preamp; bal/unbal;

remote control, digital volume etc - connect

DAC directly to power amp - the ultimate! 1,500
Amplifiers

Naim 102 remote preamp 850
Naim 180 poweramp 850
Alchemist Nemesis incl. Phono stage 550
Roksan Caspian inc remote 595
Rotel 921 New Model 70
Marantz PM66 Kl Signature new unused 349
Loudspeakers

ProAc Response 2.5's (Cherry) treat yourself! 2,100
ProAc Tablette 50 (Light Oak, mint) 475
Rega Kyte (Black) 149
Naim SBL, latest, (black) 1,500
Kef Q55 399
Roksan Rok 1 (Liight Elder) 475
Headphones etc

Grado SR60 50
Sennheiser HD 535 75
Sennheisers from £9.99 - please ask

Custom Design 24” stands, Ferrari Red 60
Musical Fidelity X-LP mm/mc Phono stage 100

Tel: 016444 - 20710

Retail £

2,000
180
500

3,800

1,080
1,090
750
700
100
400

2,700
600
200

2,300
500
645

80
105

85
130

All equipment is in mint condition, and is not pre-owned unless indicatied

Lowther Delphics using PM2 Aunits ~ £1 o . Cost £1660

TRAN SLUCEN T

PURE SILVER INTERCONNECT CABLE
99.99% pure silver conductors. Balanced.Quality gold plated Rea plugs.
Half metre terminated £60.00 I metre terminated £80.00
Add £20.00 per additional half metre
7 DAY \/lp(e)NEY ACK GUARANTEE IF NOT BETTER
THAN EXISTING CA

(Regardless ‘of prlce) or quallty

£595 £395

@ ONLY £4 95 METRE ( Smm unsleeved)
NEW EAR/YOSHINO EQUIPMI* NT

EAR §34p mm/mc Phono stage with volume contra £499
EAR 834p Phono stage MM only No volume contry 'y £34
EAR E34L Line only valve pre-amphfier. Amazing Brand new Boxed.At onty £450

301/401/124 POWER SUPPLIES & PLINTHS

301/401/124 Power supplies.Amazing value at only £125 each.
Plinths @ £175.00(unfinished) or £275.00 (finished) Very
eavy.Leak mains/output transformers fitted from £90.00

WANTED (ring for best price)

Vintage/modern valve Hifi equipment & valves to include.
LEAK, QUAD, RADFORD, ROGERS, DECCA, LOWTHER,
GARRARD,TANNOY,VITAVOX, VORTEXION, CROFT,2
EAR, LUMLEY, AUDIONOTE, THORENS, ETC

VALVES BY:- GEC, MULLARD, OSRAM, BRIMAR, ETC

TEL/FAX 0116 2835821

OR 0802 213740 (MOBILE)

OPENING TIMES 9.30AM TO 5.30PM MON-SAT
(STRICTLY BY APPOINTMENT ONLY)
CLASSIQUE HOUSE, 61 AYLESTONE DRIVE,
AYLESTONE, LEICESTER, LE2 8QE

MUSONIC

STYLI

—

SPECIALIST MANUFACTURER &
SUPPLIER FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS

REPLACEMENTS & ORIGINALS

MANY OBSOLETE/78 VERSIONS

PICK-UP CARTRIDGES

RECORD/TAPE/CD ACCESSORIES

WHY NOT TRY US AND HEAR THE

DIFFERENCE !!
For prices tel/fax/e-mail to:-

MUSONIC (UK) LIMITED

Unit 13 Wenta Business Centre Colne Way

Watford Hertfordshire WD2 4ND

Tel: 01923 213344 Fax: 01923 213355

VISA

e-mail:musonic @compuserve.com

SIMPLY THE BEST
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PRE-SEASON CLEAROUT Wirral Hifi
WAS SALE — - e , — -
ARGAM ALPHA 7 AMPLIFIER X-DEM  £269 £209 SALE OF NEW, EX-DISPLAY, & QUALITY USED EQUIPMEN1
ARCAM ALPHA 8 AMPLIFIER X-DEM  £359 £289 SALE NEW
ARCAM ALPHA 8P POWER AMPLIFIER L) e e Rose, Scion Two Box Integrated Amplifier, 70Watts €523 £615
ARCAM ALPHA 8 + CD UPGRADED TO 6 S/HAND £ £299 Rose, Rv23s, Valve Pre-Amplifier. Phono & Line Stage £449  £525
B&W SOLID ACTIVE SUBWOOFER X-DEM  £249 £199 Rose, Rp190, Power Amplifier, 70Watts £465  £550
B & W CDM7SL (MAHOGANY) X-DEM ~ £999 £749 Golden Tube, Valve Power Amplifier, 40Watts Se £895  £995
CYRUS STRAIGHTLINE AMPLIFIER X-DEM  £398 £299 Graaf, 5050, Valve Power Amplifier, 50Watts £1599 £2150
CYRUS AV MASTER X-DEM £698 £499 Music Fidelity, Valve Integrated Amplifier, SOWatts £649 £1200
CYRUS DAD 7 CD PSX-R POWER SUPPLY S/HAND £ £599 Music Fidelity, Valve Cd Player, Mullard & Original Valves £349  £500
CASTLE ISIS (BLACK) X-DEM £249 £169 Parasound, Cd Player / Transport, Aes/Ebu Board Fitted £729 £829
CASTLE KENDAL (MAHOGANY) X-DEM  £449 £349 Teac, Cd Player Vrds 25 £1030 £i200
CHARIO SYNTAR 100 (WALNUT) X-DEM  £249 £199 Teac, Dac, Dtl. 4 Inputs. 18Bit £395  £450
DPA RENAISSANCE PRE/POWER AMPS X-DEM £1699 £1199 Dpa, Ren.aissance. Dac, Dx 16, 26Bit Filter, B/S £495  £595
MONITOR AUDIO MON 2 (BLACK) X-DEM  £299 £199 Bpa. inhghtenmen; Dac, 2;3:. 3415_“ Flahaevrv B/S 222(5) gz;gg
Al v _DEM pa. enaissance, nlegrat mpli 1er, atts &

gIODNZELORRIEDC:SIOgIF:RECISION cD §-D5M ggg 2;;2 Magnum, Al 170c, Integratd Amplifier, custom £350 £420

Monarchy, M 18, Dac 18Bit With Volume Control £550 £795
PIONEER A-300R PRECISION AMP X-DEM  £399 £299 Monarchy, M22, Dac 20Bit. Balanced Inputs And Outputs £895 £1195
RUARK PROLOGUE ONE (CHERRY) X-DEM £899 £699 Monarchy, Dip Processor, Anti-Jitter Device £190  £245
RUARK TEMPLAR ONE (BURL WALNUT) S/HAND £ £199 Meridian. 518 Processor, Ant-Jitter Device Volume Control & More ~ £795  £925
TEAC AH-500 AMPLIFIER X-DEM  £279 £209 Cambridge, Dac, Magic Mk1, 4 Inputs £98  £159
TEAC AGH - 500 RECEIVER X-DEM  £329 £229 Quad. 34 Pre-Amplifier, Custom Upgraded, Plus All Gold Rea Plugs £135  £?
TEAC PDH-500 CD PLAYER X-DEM  £239 £179 Quad. 301 Power Amplifier, Like New £200 £?
TECHNICS SAEX300 AV RECEIVER X-DEM £249 £149 Audio Analogue, Puccinni Se, Integrated Amplifier, S0Watts £450  £595
TECHNICS SAEX310 AV RECEIVER INC SPKRS X-DEM  £349 £229 Audio Analogue, Donizetti, Power Ampifier, 60Watts £425  £575
YAMAHA DSP-A590 PRO LOGIC AMPLIFIER X-DEM £349 £199 Electrocompaniet, Eci-2, Integrated Amplifier, S0Watts £855  £995
YAMAHA DSPE 1000 7 CHAN AV PROCESSOR X-DEM  £699 £299 Grado, Rs-1. Headphones £540  £695
YAMAHA KX580 SE CASSETTE DECK X-DEM  £249 £199 Stax. Lambda, Signature Headphones.With TIS Valve Energiser S e
QUAD 77 PRE-AMP (CARBON) X-DEM  £850 £499 o SR ';"“3-}(51’“‘]‘?? Bt'l“;‘fbm‘h ;Vl“'“k“r:‘e's ; Yo g

ew rorm, K-o-1, akers, ne 1 n, ac! S
[AUAD 77 POWER AMP (CARBON) X-pEM 500 12049 XLO. Type 5. Speak[e)re Cable, 6-Foot Pair, Reference Quality £580 £760
QUAD 77 BUS POWERED CD (CARBON) Hu e XLO, Type 5 Speaker Cable, 9-Foot Pair, Reference Quality £850 £1090
QUAD 77 MAINS POWERED CD (CARBON) Achime  £889  £448 XLO, Type l‘lfpgignature Interconnects, 1M Pair £500  £625
QUAD 77 TUNER (CARBON) X-DEM  £600 £349 XLO, Type 1, Signature Interconnects, SM Pair £300 £375
ROMERS H!-FI, 94-96 HIGH ST, RISHTON, BLACKBURN, LANCS TEL: 0151 343 0008
TEL: 01254-887799 E-MAIL hifi@provider.co.uk TEL: 0961 18 12 35

Wide
range of. Division of H=LFIN
popular, classic, 50 years of experience.

vintage, rare W ip worldwide.
Electrcg)n Tubes Electronic Tube On Line Shopping EER Y, oyoe

from STOCK.

37/39

Quai aux
Pierres de Taille
B-1000 Brussels
Free membership =y BELGIUM

gives access to the gateway <« & | www.halfin.com/shop

of the{[_ D world. . Phone:+ 32.2.218 10 11 Fax: +32.2.218 69 98
E.Mail.etols@halfin.com

Web site




SOUND-BYTES

High Density Filler for Speakers and Stands

There is no doub:, that for maximum speaker performance, your stands or mass loadable
floorstanding speakzars  must be filled with a suitable mass loading marerial. Our small
diomond shaped stzel chips are designed to almost completely eliminate pillar and
cabinet resonanze that weuld normally adversely effect speaker performance.

But don't just take our word for it, independent reccmmendations from the stand and
speaker manufacturers listed below speak for themselves as do the glowing reviews
from the Hi-Fi press. In addition we have st celebrated a record breaking sales figure
of 25 TONNES of material sold throughout the UK over the last 12 months. All these
sales and not a sing'e complaint - only letters of thanks from satisfied customers!

FOR MASS LOADING, THERE IS NO SUBSTITUTE!

WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY: “It'll improve your unfilled
listening tests proved conclusively stands, budget or dear” K; n ’:Se ; sler.

"Not only wes the bass tighter and beffer to my mind that SOUND-BYTES are .

definea, but midrange became better thoroughly effective” Erareteul.

fecused and*reble more precise.” Dcminic Baker. CYBERFi (" AVAILABLE MAIL ORDER FROM )
Hi-Fi World

Colin Mackenzie s
RECOMMENDED BY THE FOLLOWING MANUFACTURERS: HI-FI-CORNER

chtland's No.1 -
APOLLO, ATACAMA AUDIO, B&W, KLH, KUDOS, MISSION, i-Fi Company

MONITOR AUDIO, PARTINGTON, REVOLVER, RUARK, Tel: 0131 556 7901
SOUNDSTYLE, SOUND ORGANISATION, TARGET ONLY £24.95 + £5.00 P&P

AUDIOLAB - TANNOY - DENSEN - BOSE - AUDIOQUEST - ARCAM - REGA - AUDIO ANALOGUE - UNISON RESEARCH - OPERA

From our original premises in Sauchiehall Street,
and then onto our previous address at Woodlands
Road, James Kerr has been giving expert advice to

enthusiasts for the best part of fifty years. What
has not changed, however, is the traditional values

of good service and advice.

We have in our dedicated listening rooms not only
the best in quality Hi-Fi but also:

iy et & W0 TR S |

High End Audio - Listen to some serious Hi-Fi. We have exclusive dealerships on scme of the best equipment
availatle.

Multi-room - How would you like a home in which no wires or speakers were seen, and the equipment was
hidden? Why not come in and have a demonstration of our ‘multi-robm' system.

Kerrs Commercial - Professional installation of background music systems.

Budget Hi-Fi - At James Kerr we use our sKill to pick the best value Hi-Fi systems from £250 to whatever your
bank manager allows. Plus quality mini systems from TEAC and Denon.

Rental - of TV, video recorders, Hi-Fi and nome cinema equipment,

Quality DJ Equipment - Turntable and m xer packages from Tech-
nics, KAM, and Vestax starting at £200.
145 BATH STREET
Home Cinema - Listen to a wide range of fantastic homa cinema §EET AL GLASGOW
equ'pment products in our audio visual suite, : =i TEL: 0141 226 5711
ASK FOR JAMIE OR'{COLIN

- PROJECT - ORTOFON - MICHELL - TARGET - QED - MARANTZ - NAD - DENON -KELVIN - PANASONIC - SOUND-BYTES

GOOMNIM -XHBW-13H - ITALSANNOS - JINVYNAQHIAIE - NOISSIN -31LSVI - Mg
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COMPACT DISC PLAYERS

QUAD 67 SECOND-HAND
One of Quad’s best products for a long time, the
'67 is warmer and smoother than most, yet is

highly musical and revealing.

KENWOOD DP-3080/Ii £180
Has great clarity and presence for the price. Not
quite as naturally expressive as the CD4SE though.

CAMBRIDGE CDASE £200
A touch soft in the treble but outstanding in every

other respect.

ARCAM ALPHA 7 £330
This British-built player is extremely good value.
Up-front, punchy nature suits Techno and Rock.

MARANTZ CD-63MKII KI-S £400
Similar to the CD-63SE but more powerful bass
and an all-round smoother sound.

PHILIPS CDR 870 RECORDER £500
Replay quality is on a par with £250 machines but
analogue and digital recordings on CD-R and CD-
RW are outstanding.

ROKSAN CASPIAN £895
The Caspian has a smooth, slightly bright sound
with some of the clearest treble in the business.
Very engaging, dynamic character.

MERIDIAN 506 20-BIT £1100
Very detailed and revealing player. More cerebral
than visceral though.

MARANTZ CD-17 Ki-S £1100
The Marantz excels in all areas. Without doubt this
is one of the most involving CD players on the

planet. Build quality is also exemplary.

DENON DCD-510 £1300
A warm, atmospheric and smooth performer that

never fails to involve.

PINK TRIANGLE LITAURAL £2100
Passesses the same lush tonal colour as the Da

Capo but is far superior in every other way.

MCINTOSH CDM7009 £2635
A thoroughly inspiring machine. One of the most
musical CD players around; sweet, open and
detailed.

COMPACT DISC TRANSPORTS
TEAC VDRS-T1
Not as substantially built as its chunky looks

£550

suggest, the T1 is nevertheless a good entry-level

transport with a warm, expansive sound.

Hi-FI WORLD

World favourites guié

TEAC P-30
Cheap it isn’t, but then it sounds like a million

£2500

digital dollars. Nothing short of superb.

CD CONVERTORS

MIDIMAN FLYING CALF £130
Great-value DAC which has a superbly smooth and
fluid presentation.

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-DAC £300
A bargain for normal CDs and even better with
HDCDs.

ASSEMBLAGE DAC-2 £400 (KIT)
Takes little building to produce a clean, clear
sound. HDCD filter included.

MARSTON SILHOUETTE
With Crystal Semiconductors’ 18-bit DAC the
Marston produces clean-cut images and a

£795

transparent sound stage. Very rhythmic too.

PINK TRIANGLE DA CAPO £1450+
Offers a choice of filter modules. The Da Capo is
good in many respects, but can sound a touch
polite on Rock and is showing its age.

DPA 1024 £6000
Proof positive that today’s CDs needn’t sound CD-

like! Uses an in-house discrete convertor, and DPA
haven’t skimped on the build either!

DCS ELGAR £8500
Future-proof convertor which will handle 24/96
and 24/192 in addition to CD. Extremely open and
natural performer that sets the digital benchmark.

TURNTABLES
GARRARD 301/401
In a decent plinth with an arm of SME 309 calibre,

second-hand

the 301 is capable of a highly authoritative sound
with surprisingly solid, expressive bass. Very
musical, but treble isn’t up to modern standards.
Slightly easier to service than the later 401 but

otherwise similar.

THORENS TD124 second-hand
One of Thorens’ best turntables. Needs a modern
plinth to give its best. Duly installed, it’s good
enough to face off the Garrards, swapping some of

its bass power for a more delicate, incisive treble.

ORIGIN LIVE STANDARD £145 (KI)
Fine in standard form with AC motor, frighteningly
good with a DC motor and battery PSU.

SYSTEMDEK 1IX900/RB250 £330
A fine all-rounder and easy to upgrade too. Has
more depth and breadth than Rega Planar 3.

PINK TRIANGLE TARANTELLA £680
Not only does the Tarantella have more style than
a catwalk full of models, it also combines PT’s

usual clarity with real authority. The biz.

VPI HW19 JUNIOR/RB300 £599
With its control and grip on music the Junior never
fails to engage. Set-up is a piece of cake and
there’s a whole range of upgrades on offer too.

MICHEWL GYRODEC £875
Stunning looks, build and fine sound. Standard
PSU has detailed, architectural, if undynamic
sound. With QC PSU, scale and insight excel.

PRO-JECT 6.15A £999
The Pro-ject places the listener in the best seat in
the control room. Outrageous dynamics and a
punchy, seriously deep bass. Comes with Sumiko
arm and Ortofon MC 30 Supreme.

ROKSAN XERXES X £1295
DSU or XPS 3.5 power supply £150/170 extra.
Excellent pitch stability from a new Swiss motor
and outboard power supply. Very tight bass, fine
dynamics and revealing clarity.

MICHELL ORBE £1995
The Darth Vader of analogue, the Orbe builds on
the strengths of the Gyrodec. An ultra-tuneful,

expansive sound.

SME MODEL 20 £3400
Including the excellent SME V tone-arm, the Model
20 is one of the last great turntables, unless you've
got £11000 for the Model 30, that is.

TONE-ARMS
LINN ITTOK

This early heavyweight arm benefits from fine

second-hand

engineering. Good dynamics and grip.

REGA RB300

Supremely capable at the price, but not quite

£180

humankind’s salvation. Some may prefer the
simpler RB250 at £130. Detailed, tight, rhythmic
sound but tonally rather grey and cold-sounding.

SME 300951l £309
This Paleolithic device is no longer state-of-the-art
with frequency extremes or detail, but its
legendary serviceability makes it a cult in Japan.
Can be picked up for peanuts second-hand.

SME 309

A down-market version of the IV and V with

£689

aluminium armtube and detachable headshell.
Tight, neutral sound with good tonality, but lacks
the 1V’s pace and precision.
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SME V £1460
A masterpiece of precision engineering with a
cohesive, ultra-transparent sound.

CARTRIDGES

GOLDRING 1012GX £74
An accomplished MM with a solid bass, slightly
forward midband and clean transients.

ORTOPHON MC 15 SUPER Il

Not quite as good as the dearer Ortophon

£140

Supremes but the Super Il is a splendid
introduction to the joys of moving-coil cartridges.

DNM MICA £185
Betters Goldring’s 1042 and costs only £135 on
trade-in. A very assured and transparent MM.

ORTOFON SUPREMES £299-£549
The MC 10, MC 20 and MC 30 Supremes all offer
superb sound and value for money, with a rich,
smooth and musical performance.

ORTOFON MC 2000 £799
We came across this in an SME IV on a Garrard
401; it gave one of the best results we’ve heard.

ORTOFON ROHMANN £1000
In a way it’s MC 2000 meets MC 7500 with great

tonal strengths and a dynamo sound.

LYRA LYDIAN £649
A truly musical, sophisticated device that makes
most other MCs sound frigid.

VAN DEN HUL MC-10 £840
Fluid bass, finely-etched treble and highly tuneful
in-between. The MC-10 is honey, pure and simple.

ORTOFON MC 7500 £2000
Conclusive proof that there’s hope for the world.
CD lovers would die if they heard it.

INTEGRATED AMPLIFIERS

MISSION CYRUS 1/11 S/H
Both versions give a detailed, articulate and
dynamic sound.

DENON PMA-250SE £160
It might not have bags of grunt but the Denon can
sound very natural and open.

ROTEL RA-970BX £250
With its smooth and powerful sound, the Rotel

sings a seductive song with all types of music.

PIONEER A-300R PRECISION  £399
This is the A-300 tweaked. Rhythm and detail are
first-class and the phono stage isn’t far behind.
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AUDIO ANALOGUE PUCCINI SE £595
This superbly-built Italian integrated has a lucidity
and control which leave the competition at up to
£1000 standing. Sound stage depth is unequalled.

SUGDEN A21A
Class A transistor amp. Rich, crisp, deep, tight

£640
sound and it images well too. Wonderful.

ROKSAN CASPIAN £695
Smooth, warm integrated with remote control that
works happily into most ‘speakers.

SONETEER ALABASTER £995
Builds on the strengths of the Campion with ample

control, colour and drive.

UNISON SIMPLY 2 £995
This single-ended valve amplifier is smooth, sweet

and open. An extremely musical performer.

UNISON SIMPLY 4 £1495
Sonically similar to the Simply 2, but with more
power and control.

MCINTOSH MA6800 £3735
The MA6800 not so much plays music as takes
control of it, with effortless bass drive.

PHONO STAGES

QED DISCSAVER £35
A true bargain that offers a cohesive, musical
sound but avoid using it in thin sounding systems.

NAD PP1 £39.99
An unassuming little box that nevertheless gets on
with it. Comes complete with wall-plug power
supply. No provision for battery power.

ROTEL RQ-970BX

Superb-value entry-level phono stage with

£130

audiophile quality components and clear sound.

LFD MISTRAL PHONO STAGE £300
The Mistral has a warmth and involvement that

make many pricier stages sound overpriced.

MICHELL ISO/HERA £530
Open, spacious and 3-D sound. Not for fans of
warmth though.

AUDIO INNOVATIONS P2 £749
Fantastic bass and super insight make this one of

the best phono stages around. One for vinyl lovers.

ROKSAN ARTAXERXES X £950
With the Attessa PSU the Artaxerxes X MM/MC
stage still shines. its fortes are great stage depth,
neutrality and tonal colour. Musical too.

PRE-AMPLIFIERS

CREEK OBH-12 PASSIVE £200
If you’re not driving long cables, the remote-
control Creek is a star.

AUDIO ANALOGUE BELLINI £475

Showcases AA’s characteristic mix of clarity, detail
and musicality and stomps on the competition.

XTC PRE-1 £1000
Almost valve-like in its smoothness, the line-level

Pre-1 is warm and seductively clear.

CHORD CPA1800 £1800
Clarity, insight and control are second to none - an
addictive mixture.

MARANTZ MODEL 7 PRE-AMP £3500
A Sixties reissue, the Marantz pre-amp still sounds
superb. Has a great phono stage.

POWER AMPLIFIERS
QUAD I

Classic valve monobloc with many thousands still

second-hand

in use. Archetypal warm, smooth valve sound.

LEAK STEREO 20

The Stereo 20 can sound impressively up-to-date,

second-hand

although power and detail are ultimately limited.
The TL10, TL12 and TL12+ are also worthy
contenders but all have very high sensitivity
(125mV for full output) so beware of overloading.

ARCAM ALPHA 9
With 70watts on tap, the 9P will drive most
loudspeakers with a spacious and detailed sound.

£400

Good bass welly too.

MISSION CYRUS POWER

This power amplifier is a real honey. Rich and

£450

smooth, but with a firm grip.

SUGDEN AU41P £530
Extremely competitive at the price with 100W of
unusually smooth, full-bodied sound.

MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A200 £1000/PAIR
200watts of high-end monobloc power in a
grooved tube.

NAIM NAP180 £1060
Partnered with a NAC82, this has classic Naim

control, and a superbly rhythmic presentation.

MICHELL ALECTO STEREO
A refined transistor amp with valve-like

£1300

transparency and a full, warm, easy-going sound.
The £1800 Alecto monoblocs have rare lucidity
and three-dimensional realism.

HI-FI WORLD



CHORD SPM400 £1400
There’s a sense of effortless power to the Chord

that gives music real scale and presence.

CHORD SPM1200 £2995
Like the SPM400 but loads more power on tap.
Will drive just about anything.

XTC POW-1 £2000
As smooth and composed as the Pre-1, the POW-1
has bags of power and refinement.

MARANTZ MODEL 9 £8000
Authentic reproduction monoblocs still more than
cut the sonic mustard.

TUNERS
LEAK TROUGHLINE
Our favourite way of listening to the wireless. A

second-hand

deliciously mellifluous sound will have you junking

your transistor radio in seconds.

NAD 412 £190
The 412 is remarkably musical and natural
sounding. Rich sound and full bass are rarities.
SONY ST-SA3ES £250

Beguiling RDS tuner for sonically discerning
button-lovers. Good ergonomics and sensitive too.

MISSION CYRUS FM7 £300
Clear and lucid sound puts it up with the best.
Superb build too.

ROTEL RT-990BX £500

High-quality Michi-based tuner with a
sophisticated, forward sound with great imaging.

NAIM NATO3 £595
The NAT03’s warm, atmospheric sound is further
proof of Naim’s proficiency with tuners.

FANFARE FT-1 £1295
In its native US the FT-1 is no mere tuner but a
‘broadcast monitor’, a task at which it acquits
itself well, with a clear and powerful sound.

NAIM NATO1 £1380
This is the best solid-state tuner available bar

none. For better radio, go and live in the studio.

CASSETTE DECKS
KENWOOD KX-3080
A simple deck, but excellent-quality head and

£160
transport give an unusually high level of sound.
AIWA AD-5750 £200
Sonically a very decent machine. Comes fitted

with Dolby B, C and S.

HI-FI WORLD

YAMAHA KX-580SE
The ‘Special Edition’ tag is more than a marketing

£250

gimmick. Sound is solid and clear with Dolby S.

AIWA AD-5950 £300
A stable transport, superb head and Dolby S make
the AD-5950 an excellent all-rounder.

PIONEER CT-5740S £430
A great piece of engineering from Pioneer, with
first-rate sound on playback and recording.

NAKAMICHI DR2
Tragically discontinued, the DR2 pushes recordings

second-hand

to the limit, remaining unflustered at all times.

NAKAMICHI DR1
Better still than the DR2, with manual head-
azimuth adjustment to boot.

second-hand

NAKAMICHI CR7

Kills all other tape deck and stamps on the graves.

LOUDSPEAKERS
TANNOY MERCURY M2 £140
A true audiophile bargain which embarrasses many

second-hand

mare expensive boxes.

KEF Q15 £199
These stand mounters offer impressive bass and
excellent clarity but need a powerful amplifier to
perform at their considerable best.

MISSION 771 £170
Characteristically fast, punchy Mission sound from
the Aerogel mid/bass and silk-dome tweeter.

B&W DM 602 £300
Deep, strong bass, pure, projected and uncoloured
midrange. Treble quality is a little metallic, but
imaging is precise. A lively, enjoyable sound.

REL Q-BASS £350
Few subwoofers match the Q-Bass at the price.
The tuning controls can be a bit of a fiddle, but
once set up the rest is pleasure.

CASTLE EDEN £469
Impressively vice-free ‘speakers that offer great

transparency and involvement at the price.

EPOS ES12 £495
Strong, punchy bass is allied to detailed and
articulate midrange and treble.

REL STRATA £500

The Strata subwoofer is not a toy. It offers superb,
true hi-fi bass depth and power, and opens up
sound stage depth in particular.

HARBETH HL-P3ES £799
A fine example of good loudspeaker engineering.
The top of the mini-monitor league.

HARBETH HL-Ké £1049
Clean, musical and classy - Harbeth have done

themselves proud again.

KEF REFERENCE SERIES ONE £995
The KEFs combine pin-point imagery and detail
with a smooth, polite balance. Good, agile bass.

JAMO CONCERT 8 £1500
With their inch-thick cabinets and fabulous drive
units, the Concert 8s are the most transparent

stand mounters around.

EPOS ES25 £1505
Epos’ best. Combines near-uncoloured tonality
with characteristic fireworks in the rhythm
department. Superb by any other name.

TANNOY AMSS8 £2700
Bold sounding professional active monitor with
solid bass, clear midrange and delicious treble.

QUAD ESL 63 £3450
A reference against which all other loudspeakers
are judged, the ’63s have superb imaging and
genuine transparency.

KEF REFERENCE SERIES FOUR £3299
Superb bass and near-electrostatic sound staging
make these involving loudspeakers a reference for

others. Need a strong amplifier though.

JBL 52600 £3500
Smooth, detailed and spacious with great dynamics
and fine imaging. Capable of producing a superb
performance when used in a big room.

TANNOY WESTMINSTER ROYAL £14920
An incredibly dynamic, detailed full-range horn
design with a rich sound. its high sensitivity
predisposes it to valve amplification.

MINIDISC PLAYERS
SONY MDS-JE510 £300
An impressive sound and unmatched convenience

make this MiniDisc player an excellent buy.

KENWOOD DM-9090 £500
One of the best MD players yet. ATRAC 4.5 gives
clean and very musical recordings from this
Kenwood.

SONY MDS-JA50ES £1300

The Sony can put the wind up Nakamichi cassette
decks when used with better blank MDs.
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WANTED
TOP QUALITY HI-FI

Classic or Modern - all
types urgently required

THE FINEST SE
HI-FI IN THE COUNTRY.

WE'LL SELL ON
COMMISSION

You get the Best Price
without all the hassle!

MAIL ORDER
SPECIALISTS

All items Fully Insured
and Guaranteed

LECTION

|

-

B TURNTABLES / PHONO N

Basis Gold Vacuum

+ Air Tangent 2B £12.990  £7998
Grado tonearm £498
JVC QL-70 Direct Drive/Rega RB300 £150
Linn LP12 Valhalla Zeta Koetsu Blk £2500 £998
Linn LP12 (Afr) Zeta £795
Linn LP12 (Bik) Ekos/Lingo £3500  £1798
Lion LP12 Basik/LVX/A&R £1400 £593
Linn I.P12 Basik Plus £1400 £595
Linn Arkiv 1 Cartridge £900 £408
Lyra Pamasus £POA
Manticore Mantra / Magician

+ MBP6 pwr sup / Ort MC3000 £998
Mantra + Magician, AT OC5 & PSU £748
Michell Gyro + SME 309 Denon 304

and Gyropower supply £1995  £1298
Naim Aro £1070 £785
Naim MC Board for 92 Pre £80 £58

Oracle Delphi/Dynavector DVXX1 /Koetsu£1498

Oracle Delphi 1/Linn Ittok LVII £1395
Ortofon T-300 Transformer £900 £495
Pink Triangle Export (Ex/dem) £900 £597
Revolver / Helius Scorpion / P77 £249
Roksan Xerses/RB250/Rega Cart £1000 £495
Thorens TD160) Super/SME 3009 £175

BN AMPLIFIERS - SOLID STATE [l

Alchemist Maxim Inigtd £319 £195
Audiolah 8000Q (Ex Dem) £1100 £725
Audio Research D200(Ex Dem) £3250  £1997

FOCUS ON ARCAM

Offering excellent value when new, these
highly acclaimed British products are obviously
outstanding at these prices. There’s simply no
reason to choose ‘cheapo’ hi-fi when the real thing
costs no more. And remember, all used equipment
carries a full three month warranty.

Arcam Alpha amp £85
Arcam Alpha 5 £250 £148
Arcam Alpha 7 £250 £185
Arcam Delta 290
(Integrated with ghono input) £500 £365
Arcam Delta 12 £250
Arcam Alpha CD £138
Arcam Alpha Plus CD £148
Arcam Dela Black Box (DAC) £148
Arcam Delta Black Box 5 (DAC) £248
. |Arcam Alpha Tuner £75
Aura Evolution £195
Aura SE-X (Integrated) £250 £178
AVI1 §2000 MP Pre £799 £498
Chameleon 9008 2 x 300w pwr £1000 £495
Chord SPM1000B (S/H) £2785 £1295
Counterpoint Solid | Pwr £1495 £845
Cyrus 2 + PSX £415
Deva 250 Pre + PA Pwr £495
DPA 508 Power £1500 £695
DPA DSP200 Line Pre {(Ex Dem) £499 £397

YOUR VERY BEST TRADE-IN

PRICE IS GUARANTEED WHEN
YOU CHOOSE ANY NEW HI-FI
FROM THE HI-FI COMPANY

PART-EXCHANGE |

DNM Pre Series 2 £900
DNM PA| Power £1800
Dynaco ST 120 (Classic circa “76)
Exposure 15 (Inigrtd) £799
Exposure XVIII (Power)

Exposure XXI (Pre)

Gryphon The Pre-Amp £6000
Harmon Kardon AVPla Processor £2000
Heybrook C3+P3 Pre/Pwr £1425
Heybrook Integra (Integrated?) £555
Jeff Rowland Consumate Pre £5500
Kenwood THX-ICMX 1000 Amp £375
Krell KAV300i (Inigrtd) Mint £2550
Krell KSA100 Mk2 £4000
Krell KSA100S (Ex Dem) £5843
Krell KSA200B £5500
Krell KSA250 £7500
Krell Ref KRSBP(6 comp balanced pre)
LFD LSB + PA2 (Pre/Pwr) £3800
LFD LS2/PA1 (Pre/Pwr) £2600
LFD Mistral (Head amp)

Linn LK100 Power

Mark Levinson No.28 Pre

+ PLS 228 PSU + N0.29 Pwr £6500
Michell Argo + Hera (Pre/PSU) £900
Michell Iso + HR + Hera £895
Musical Fidelity P270/1 Power £1395
Musical Fidelity P270/2 Power £1500
Musical Fidelity P173/P270 £2200
Musical Fidelity 3a Pre £379
Musical Fidelity 2a Pre £299

Musical Fidelity MAS0 (Mono/Pwr) £875
Mausical Fidelity A200 (Integrated)  £725
Naim NAIT 2

Naim NAIT 3R (As New)
Naim NACI2
Naim NAC12S
Naim NAC22
Naim NAC42
Naim NAC72 £725
Naim NAP160 (Old style) Kimber wired
Naim NAPI135 (2 x monos) Ex-dem £3410

£780

Naim 102 + NAP5C MM Board £1337
Naim MC Board for 92 Pre £80
Nakamichi 600 Pwr

NVA AP50 (Integrated) £650
NVA P50 (Pre-amp/Passive) £250
Nytech CTA252XD Receiver

Obelisk 2 Integrated

Orelle SA100 (Intgrtd) £550
Pioneer A300R £400
Pioneer A400 £400

Pioneer C90a Pre

PS Audio TwoC power amp

QED A270 Integraied

QED Systemline Kit + Mods (Ex D) £3000

Revox B750 (Mint/Boxed/Manual)  £550
Roksan L1 Pre + PSU £1100
Rotel RB850 pwr amp (3 in stock)
Sonographe SC1 Pre £1250
Sugden A48 (Integrated)

Sugden AUSI (Pre) £750

£528
£1163
£328
£535
£POA
£POA
£2000
£598
£795
£250
£1498
£228
£1998
£2498
£3497
£2758
£3298
£3995
£1798
£1198
£198
£398

£4098
£595
£525
£648
£878
£1098
£248
£178
£498
£495
£298
£680
£165
£95
£145
£195
£498
£395
£2980

UAD

Quad 33/303 Pre/Power £POA
Quad 66 Pre-amp £498
Quad 44 Pre-amp £265
Quad 34 Pre-amp £430 £200
Quad 405 Power-amp £195
8uad 405 Mk II Power-amp £240

uad 66 CD Player £448 £448
Quad FM3 Choice from £95
Quad FM4 (Beige) £225
Quad ESL57 From... £395
Quad ESL63 £3500  £1595
Quad stock constantly changing and always

sought for cash - please call.

Sugden Optima 140 (2X70w Intgd) £770 £448
Threshold S300 £4500  £1500
Thorens TTP2000) Mk1 Pre (Ex Dem) £499 £397 |
Thorens TTA2000 Pwr (Ex Dem) £599 £477
YBA 2 Pre-amp £1760 £378

I VALVE AMPLIFIERS IS

Art Audio Quintet (Monos) £2000 £878 |
Audion Silver Knight

Anniversary Monoblocks £3400 £2697
Audion Silver Knight

Integrated 300B £1125 £897
Audio Note P3 (300B Power) £1298

WHAT A PRIZE!

Here’s a unique opportunity to aquire brand
new valve amps of the very highest quality
- simply because they’re more than their
current owner requires! An unwanted prize
from a major hi-fi competition!!

Audio Valve Baldur 200+
Class A Pur Triode 140wpc Monoblocks
Retail £10,000 As new £5298
Audio Note Meishu (Line) £2750 £1895
Audio Research BLI Cnvtr (Ex Dem) £888 £587
Audio Research V70 Pwr (Ex Dem) £4480  £2487
Audio Research LSS/1 Line Pre
(Ex Dem) £5295  £2997 |
Audio Research LS7 (Ex Dem) £1550  £1295
Audio Research SP14 Pre (silver) £3300  £1695
Audion Sterling Integrated £595 £428
Avantic SPA H Vintage valves £188
Croft Senes 5 (Power) £495
Copland CTA501 Power amp £1800 £1198
EAR 859 £1458
Gordon Welford (Pre-amp)
Hand made, Hard Wired £448
Graaf 5050 Power (Ex Dem) £2150  £1657
Graaf WFB 2 Pre (Ex Dem) £1195 £897
Grant G100 Pre / Pwr £650

ARCAM ¢ AUDION & AUDIOLAB ¢ AUDIO RESEARCH
B & W & CASTLE ¢ CHORD ¢ COPLAND ¢ CYRUS
DENON & EPOS ¢ GRAAF ¢ HARBETH ¢ KEF ¢ KRELL
LEXICON & MAGNAPAN ¢ MARANTZ
MARTIN LOGAN & MERIDIAN ¢ MICHELIL ¢ MISSION

MONITOR AUDIO ¢ MUSICAL FIDELITY & NAIM
PINK TRIANGLE & PIONEER ¢ QUAD ¢ SME
TEAC & TECHNICS ¢ UNISON

WILSON & WILSON BENESCH ¢ YAMAHA

SONUS FABER ¢

l.
|
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IT’S YOURS
TOMORROW!

Next Day Delivery for all
Credit Card Purchases

BUY BACK
PROMISE

FULL P/X ALLOWANCE
on ‘60 Day’ wp-grades!

WARRANTY

With all purchases
Immediate Refund if Faulty

OF PREVIOUSLY OWNED
THAT’S GUARANTEED!

Luxman LX33 (Integrated) £698
Muse Model 300 (Mono powers) £4400  £2898
Papworth Audio M 100 Monos £3600  £2600
Papworth Audio M200 Monos £5200  £3408
PM Components MPL | Fre plus

2 5 Mp211 Power amps (Ex Dem)  £5000  €2507
Tube Technology Prophe#/Genesis  £4800  €2898
Tube Technology Unisis £1550 £785
Unison Mystery One £POA
Unison 845 Monoblocks £POA
I CD PLAYERS / DACS NI
Arcam A'pha CD £138
Arcam A'pha Pius CD £148
Arcam Delta Black Box (DAC) £148
Arcam Delta Black Box 5 (DAC) £248
Arvam Alpha Tuner £75
Audio Alchemy Vac-In-The-Box 2249 £197
Audio Alchemy Drive System 3

4 Box CD» Player £1950 £898
Audio Alchemy Drive 3 £695 £498

Audio Alchemy DACMAN(Ex Dem) £149 £117
Audio Alchemy DAC-IN-BOX Ex D) £229 £177
Audio Alchemy ACD2 Plyo(Ex D) £490 £397

Audio Alchemy VI DAC £168
Audiolab 8CUODAC £1000 £528
Audionate DAC | (Valve) £695 £498
Audio Research DAC 1 (20 bit

Plus ATNT £3800  £1945

AVI 200DMC Reference CD
CARY Valve CD Player - NEW -
Cambridge Audio CD2

£1300 £898
ON DEM NOW
£99

Cambridge Aodio DAC Magic £118
Cyrus Discmaster + Dacmaster £1400 £818
DPA Little Bit 2 (DAC) £250 £148
Kinshaw Overture DAC £195
Krell SBP64X DAC £9900 £1798
Micromega Duo (2 box ) £2299 £998

Micromega Stage 4 CD (Ex Dem)  £600 £397
Micromega Stage 5 CD (Ex Dem)  £750 £597
Micromega Stage 6 CD (Ex Dem)  £950 £747

Micromega Stage 6 CD £950 £550
Monarchy DIP Jitterbuster(Ex Dem) £245 £197
Musical Fidelity Digilbg DAC £140
Naim CDS System (Ex-dem) £3940  £3445
Pioneer PD77 CD Player £1100 £495

QED Digit Reference £450 £284
Revox B266 CD Player £1200 £678

Roksan DPI:DAI Traas/Dac £POA
Roksan Artessa (CD) £2300 £795
Rotel RCD9”0BX £301 £198
Sugden SDT-1 Pro CD £1300 £795

Theta TL.C Jitter Buster (Ex Dem) 15229 £177
Trichord Pu'sar 1(DAC) £1195 £758

BB TAPE DECKS / TUNERS _
A&R Cambridge Alpha Tuner
Avantic BM611 Valve Tuner

Circa 1960 (no decoder) £148
Magnum Dynalab FT11 £550 £398
Marantz SD55 3 hd / 2 mtr £400 £195

Naim NAT 02 (Ex-dem) £POA

] KEF Ref Model | BIk (Ex Dem) £1199 £997
MERIDIAN KEF Q30 (Black) £350 €248
Meridian CD10I CD £175 Klipsch Heresy 11 (Black) £754
Meridian 203 DAC £560 £295 Klipsch SW15 M2 Sub (2 avail)  £1800  £1148
Nleridian 206 CD ' £1300 £495 Linaeum LEX £649 £445
Meridian 506 16 bit CD i o Linn lsobarik Passive (Teak) £750
Meridian 508 24 bit CD (Ex Dem) £2000  £1799 Linn Kaber (Marked 2 €898
Meridian 563 DAC £865 1468 b PIed) =
Meridian 606 DAC £600/ Linn Sara + Stands £295
Meridian 603 Pre/DAC £1750 £794 Linn Nexus £450 £265
Linn Kan (Black & Teak) £295
| We’ve been Meridian dealers since they Magna Planar SMGA (Bik & Chrome) £450
| began in business. We also stock their full range of Magna Planar SMGA (Wood/B £450
| hi-fi and audio-visual compenents. agna Planar SMGA (Wood/Brown) 2
Mission 754F (Ex Dem) £1498 £997
L DG KT £1698 Mission 763 (Black) £195
e AN s Monitor Audio R352 (Teak) £395  £248
Nakamichi 630 Tuner/Pre-amp £500 €295 W HIE AL 039 (k) e
Pioneer F-91 (Exceptional quality) £348 Musical Fidelity MC2 £150
Revox A77 1/2 track £POA Note Perfect Virtuoso (Ex Dem) £2750 £1497
Revox B226 "‘BBC' CD Player £1300 £650 Note Perfect Concert (Ex Dem) £2450  €1297
Sequerra Reference £5973  €3498 Pink Triangle Ventrical (Ex Dem) ~ £896  £597
Sony TCK 6115 £330 £218 ProAc Response 3.5 (Ex dem) £4250  €3494
Theta Lynx Tuner £500 £324 Quad ESL57 Aok £395
— I‘O!JDSPEA KERS IR Quad ESL63 £3500  £1595
Acoustic Energy AE2 + Stands £1800 £898 Rata Three £4375  £3198
Alon 5 Mk2 £5000  £2898 Rega XL (Rosewood) £1040 £758
3 7% Royd Minstrel (Walnut/Black) £240 £168
APOGEE Diva Grigio/Perla Shahnian Obelisk £3000  £1898
Complete with Active and Pass:ve Crossovers, Sonus Faber
and all cabling. As seen in the Electa Amator MK1 (Ex Dem) £3293  £2497
New York Museam of Modern Art Spendor BC1 £238
£18000  £6998 Spendor SP2/3 £1195  £775
- - Tangent RS2 + Stands 400 £225
Apegee Caliper Signature DS Tannoy Oxford (10 drivers) £195
ATC SCM10 Black (Min) £1000  £698 TDL Studio | (Teak or Black) (800 £395
ATC SCM?20 Black (Min:) £1599 £998 TDIL. RTL2 (Rosewood) £400 £275
B&W THX System (Ex Dem) £4975 £€2977
B&W Silver Signatures (Including WILSON WITT
d ables) Fe 5! i 9. . .
)é/mers dnd-cnblu) Fabulous L6000 £2948 Wilson Witt Mk1 (Ex cem) £8888 £6887
astle Chester (Yew) £995 £379 . 3 .
Castle Harlech (Ex-demsYew) £995 £879 Wilson Witt Mk1 (Sept ‘97 Mint) £8888 £5998
Castle Howard M2 (Ex Dem)  £1200  £947 Remember, INTEREST FREE CREDIT
and PART EXCHANGE makes it so easy!
DCM Time Windows £395

Well reviewed floor standers like this are hard to find
at such a price. Great buss, dvnamic sound quality ...
and discreetly elegant too!

Epos ES|1 £385
Gale 301 (Black) £250 £159
Harbeth HLA4 + Stands L1006 1398
Harbeth HL Compact 7 (Ex Dern)  £1499  £1197

Harbeth HL K6 (Ex Dcm) £1040 £847
Harbeth HLS Teak £798
Heybrook HB3 Oak £168

Horning Agathon Sig Bronze £3500  £1600

IS ISCELLANEOUS I
Harmonix TU812 LP Record Clamp  £220 £170

Pirate spcaker stands (Black gloss) £118
Siltech 560 Balancea cables 1mur pr £1600 £898
PHOTO-OPPORTUNITY!

High quality cameras and photographic
outfits considered in part-exchange for new
or previously used hi-fi equipment.
Please phone for details.

BUSINESS HOURS: TUES - SAT 9.30am = 5.30pm CLOSED MONDAYS VISITORS AND DEMONSTRATIONS BY APPOINTMENT

35 COWGATE
PETERBOROUGH PE1 1L.Z

(01733) 555514
FAX (01733) 358141

--@md J‘

TRADING STATION
o Wetii Compory

ESTABLISHED 1974 4

Note: Al ‘previnus' prices as shown are either the former manufacturers’ list prices when new; prices customers paid for their equipment (receipted) at the time of purchase; or the estimated price of comparable equipment/models at today’s value.



HICAM

GOOD QUALITY PRE OWNED EQUIPMENT
BOUGHT SOLD PX

URGENTLY REQUIRE
GOOD QUALITY
PRE OWNED HiIFI

EQUIPMENT

Inc, NAIM, LINN, AUDIOLAB,
QUAD, MERIDIAN, KRELL, MARK
LEVINSON, COPLAND, MONITOR

AUDIO, ROKSAN, EXPOSURE,
KEF, PROAC, ETC

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
PLEASE CALL
Mon-Sun 10am - 8pm VISA Switch - Mastercard

For further details Phone/FAX 01844 260182
Mobile: 0973 233380

TEL: 01428-651554 FAX: 01428-654592

P.G. Hi-Fi

Buying & Selling Vintage HiFi, Valves,
Classical LP Records & Spare Parts.
“ Spare Parts For Quad + Leak -

Transformers etc.

AM2 Tuner £20  Approx 450 classical LP’s £150
FM1 Tuner £10  2'X Shure 588$A Unisphere

QCHi Pre-Amp £30 B Microph
QA12P Amplfiers (Pair) £0flers = pacropnones unusee o0

Electrostatic loudspeakers
£350 Vintage Classical LP’s

(boxed with manuals
Bought and Sold

Decca - SXL
Leak Troughline 3 in

Columbia - SAX
HMV - ASD

original box £50

Leak TL10 -1 (Single)  £250 RCA - SB + LSC
TL12+ (Pair) £300 + Furtwangler / De Vito
Stereo 20 £250 Martzy Etc

TL12.1 (Pair) £1500 Please Phone or Fax
TL25+ (single) Black £150 wanted list

Troughline (very early) FM €60

Lowther corner acoustas (pair)
original PM6 1 drive unit
open circuit

Tannoy Devons 12" monitor

Q.E.D. moving coil pre-amp
boxed £20
Lentek moving coil pre-amp  £30
S.M.E. 3009 |l Boxed £70
Garrard 301 £150

£250

Tannoy Hi-Gain 15 Amplifier £20 golds need recone £100
Tannoy Corner Yorks, 15"
cabinets Mint £2000
KT66, PX4, ECC81/84, EF80 Tannoy Lancasters 15"
Many Others. Monitor Golds in
Please Phone For Details. original boxes £900
Decca Deccola comer
speakers (pair) £130

Most Models Of Leak Mono + Tannoy speakers + drive units

Stereo Pre-Amps In Stock.

for sale please phone for details

Wanted
Tannoy Speakers - Lancaster,
York, G.R.F. and Autograph.

5 Aants

CODE KEY- N = NEW X =EXDEM S =SECOND HAND

ake Model Description Code Stock R.R.P. Now
Alphason GR 5555 5 Shelt Glass Rack X 1 £300.00 £150.00
B&O AV 5 Television, CD and Radro - Green X 1 £4,650.00 £3,650.00
B&Q Beolab 6000 Active Loudspeakers X 1 £1,550.00 £1,350.00
B &0 Cx 50 Aluminium Bookshelf Speakers X £325.00 £250.00
Carrbridge Audo Dac Magic 2 Digital to Analogue Convertor s 1 £150.00 £95.00
Cannon $B20 Subwooter S 1 £100.00
Camtle Sevem |l Loudspeaker Qf The Year 1997-Mahogany N 1 £580.00 £500.00
Celestion A1l Loudspeakers with Stands Black X 1 £1,100.00 £700.00
Celestion A2 Fioor Standing Loudspeakers X 1 £€1,500.00 £1.250.00
Celestion A3 Floor Standing Loudspeakers X 1 £2,400.00 £1,900.00
Kef Q35 Floor Standing Loudspeakers N 1 £350.00 £275.00
Kef Q55 Floor Standing Loudspeakers N 1 £500.00 £400.00
Mendian 551 Amplifier X 1 £795.00 £550.00
Meridian 566 Digrtal to Analogue converter X 1 £1,095.00 £695.00
Mendian 565 Dolby Digital, 7 1 DTS, THX Processor X 1 £2,850.00 £2,000.00
Mendian 562 V Digrtal Controller X 1 £995.00 £700.00
Missign 750 SE Loudspeakers Special Edition X 1 £250.00 £190.00
Mission 73C Centre Speaker X 1 £150.00 £100.00
Mission 735] Large Floor Standing Speakers N 1 £650.00 £400.00
Mission 7341 Large Floorstanding Speaker N 1 £499.00 £275.00
Nad 910 Surround Sound Processor s 1 £400.00 £125.00
Quad 77 Preamp Pre-amplifier N 2 £850.00 £650.00
Quad 77 Amplfier  Integrated Amplitier X 1 £700.00 £475.00
Quad 7Cd Cd Player X 1 £700.00 £475.00
Quad 77 Tuner Tuner X 1 £600.00 £475.00
Quad 0L Loudspeakers X 1 £600.00 £375.00
Rotel RB 970 Power Amplitier S 1 £225.00 £160.00
Rotel RB 981 Power Amplifier X 1 £300.00 £250.00
Target MB3W 165 Wide modular equipment rack X 1 £200.00 £140.00
Yamaha DDP 2 Dolby Digital Processor X 1 £350.00 £250.00
‘Yamaha APD 1 RF Demodulator X 1 £100.00 £70.00
'Yamaha DSPA 1092  Dolby Digital Prologic Amplifier X 1 £850.00 £650.00
'Yamaha DSPA 3090  Dolby Digital Prologic Amplifier X 1 £1,600.00 £900.00
‘Yamaha DSPA 990 Prologic Amplitier N 2 £900.00 £375.00
Yamaha DSPA 590 1996 Pro-logic Amplifier of the year X 1 £350.00 £175.00
Yamaha DSPA 592 Pro-logic Dolby Digital Upgradable X 2 £330.00 £290.00
‘Yamaha DSPA 492 Pro-logic Amplifier X 2 £250.00 £190.00
‘Yamaha DSPE 492 Pro-logic Amplifier X 2 £250 00 £190.00
‘Yamaha DSPE 200 Pro Logic Processor X 1 £250.00 £150.00
Yamaha KX 580 SE  Dolby B.C & S Cassette Deck XS £250 00 £190.00
12 Regent Street, Rugby, Warwickshire, CV22 5LP
Tel: 01788 540772 Fax 01788 542170

TEL: 01283 702875

9am- Ypm
I AYS

IAN HARRISON HI-FI

HIF! AT DISCOUNT PRICES. FREE NATIONWIDE DELIVERY
TRARE IN YOUR OLD MOMVING COIL CARTRIDGE & SAVE UP TO 45% OFF THE RRP.

CARTRIDGES & STYLI TONEARMS  CASSETTE DECKS v

DENON ROKSAN PIONEER PIONEER
SHURE SME TEAC TEAC
AUDIO TECHNICA MOTH SONY SONY
GOLDRING N DENON DENON
AUDIOQUEST S GRSy YAMAHA YAMAHA
TRANSFIGURATION MARANTZ MARANTZ
LONDCN (DECCA TASCAM OUAD
ARCAM PHILIPS
GRADO CREEK
ROKSAN TECHNICS
VAN DEN HUL STRATOSPHERE | PIONEER
ORTOFON & OTHERS TEAC
& OTHERS TASCAM

SONY DENON
(VSN BENESCH FOSTEX S o0

YAMAHA

IFi
RNITURE MINI DISC

APOLLO

SOUND STHLE
OUAD PROJEKT
e oD Aon | PrONEER

REEL-REEL PIONEER

YAMAHA

H OCTOBER 1998

STUDER MARANTZ

BEYE SONIC LINK

SONY AUDIGQUEST TASCAM PHILIPS

AKG AUDIO-TECHNICA & OTHERS

GRADO VAN DEN HUL [*ALL GOODS ARE BRAND NEW & BOXED

AUDIO- GOLDRING WITH FULL U.K. GUARANTEES. NO

TECHNICA QED EX/DEM OR EX DISPLAY GOODS. NO
' GREY IMPORTS.
TEST CA ES - = - —

131] (L) 4 AN a =S DS CESSORIES

=S Re COFU P A<
F“= o\b;! ] MY f\ 2 Y ;“ = 1.‘“
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HI-FI WORLD



Old World Review

MAGGIES” RETURN

on Marks waxes lyrical over Magneplanar’s

ike politics, loudspeakers tend to

polarise followers. Most people are
. members of the box camp, but the
1any other transducer technologies each
ave their own adherents. Some of the
nost vociferous support electrostatics, but
here is another way to skin the
ightweight, flat-diaphragm cat - panel
oudspeakers. One of the best known
sxamples of this approach is
Magneplanar’s SMGa.

Eirst introduced almost a decade ago
(and updated to ‘b’ and then '’ suffix
versions), the SMGas sold for about £650
a pair. Resembling the doors off a small
wardrobe, these Magneplanars use two
0.0005in.-thick Mylar sheets with grids of
aluminium wire {(working against a
perforated steel sheet carrying permanent
bar magnets) bonded to them to shift air.
A single-wire, first-order crossover
(consisting of a capacitor and inductor)
links the large mid/bass and smaller treble
drivers.

Apart from the fact that they looked
like upright tabletops on cheap, bent-steel
feet and ideally needed a lot of space to
breathe freely (as do all dipoles), the
common perception of Maggies as
current-hungry meant many British buyers
were wary of these American imports.
However, while the feet really don’t do
the SMGas any favours stability and
rigidity-wise, if they’re properly set-up
they can work surprisingly well in small
rooms on the end of sub-megawatt
amplification.

One very effective system we found
them working in had the ‘speakers
positioned just a foot or so from the rear
wall in a room 14ft. on a side and
powered by an Orelle 50watt direct-
coupled transistor amplifier. Another
candidate which suits the SMGas is the
iittle Cyrus 1 integrated, which squeezes a
mere 25watts out of its power supply but
sounds much more powerful than that
might suggest.

What makes these combinations work
is the high quoted 90dB sensitivity and
very, very even 4ohm impedance, which

T e 8 RAANDI TY

only deviates from a straight line above
the crossover point. Where low-current
amps do run into difficulty, though, is in
controliing the bass panel at higher
volumes when there’s a lot going on in
the bottom couple of octaves. Stick to
typical living-room levels and you're
assured a refreshing change from the box
loudspeaker sound though.

You can hear the absence of an
enclosure in

popular SMGa panel loudspeakers.

again, careful placement goes a long way
to sorting things out here.

A few tweaks worth trying are
removing the ‘sock’ which covers the
wooden frame, and turning the ‘speakers
around so their input terminals face

the SMGas’
clarity and
lack of the smaucuaonerc |Hd
assorted
RFORAT PERMANENT

honks and See m?g\ BAR MAGNETS
quacks
which
plague box 0005" MYLAR DIAPHRAGM J '

" ALUMINUM WIRE
designs. VOICE GRID
They have a
tonal purity

which no cone-and-

dome confections under
about £1500 get anywhere
near. Ply them with a string
quartet, for instance, and they’re
capable of producing extremely
life-like results. Heavier fare such as
Dance, Ambient and even a spot of Metal
may not have quite the impact and bass
punch it enjoys through a good box, but
it’s not far behind, if the positioning is
right.

One of the strengths of the Magneplanar
panel is its lightness, which gives a speed to
dynamics which borders on the electrostatic
(without the need for dangerous polarising
voltages or step-up transformers, along with
the attendant costs).

I've lived with a second-hand pair of
SMGas (which were purchased for £300)
for a while now, and | have to say they've
made a convert of me in spite of their
foibles, which include a rather dry bass.
Mmind you, hooked up to Musical Fidelity’s
X-A200 monoblocs with their grip and
control, this wouldn’t be a stumbling
block unless Dub Reggae was your main
genre. Slightly larger-than-life imaging is
another acquired taste, aithough once

forward. The driver panels are mounted
on the back of the frame, and rumour has
it that this causes treble diffraction and
slightly diffuse imaging, which a
180degree spin apparently cures.

If head-banging to Metallica at 120dB
is not your cup of tea, then the SMGas
have a lot to offer for very little outlay.
The sound from these Maggies, a used
Cyrus 1 (about £100) and a Pioneer
DV-505 DVD player (£450) will get you
closer to the high-end than almost
anything else for similar money®

OCTOBER 1998 ﬁ



7 Genotin Road, Enfield, Middlesex
Tel- 0181 342 2333 Fax: 0181 367 6866

NOW DEMONSTRATING

WAS NO AVI POSITRON - Revealing, Dynamic, Breathtaking.
ARCAM ALPHA 6 Plus Amplifier Sh £159
ARCAM ALPHA 5 Plus Cd Sh £219 AVI NUNEUTRON - Miniature Heaven
ARCAM ALPHA Plus Cd Sh £169
AUDIOLAB 8000C Pre Sh £580 £299 CYMBOL CA1 - A True Vinyl Amplifier
ARCAM ALPHA 8 Amplifier Xd £360 £279
ARCAM ALPHA 7 Amplifier Xd £260 £199 | |[CYMBOL CDP12 - Hdcd Heaven
CASTLE ISIS Speakers Sh £250 £129
CYRUS 2 Amplifier Sh £350 £135 | [JAMO CONCERT 8 - Staggering
HEYBROOK OPTIMA Speakers Xd £259 £199
LINN LK280 PWR Sh £049 JOHN SHEARNE - Truly Personal Amplifiers
LINN LK 1 Pre Sh £149
LINN DIRAK Sh £149 JM LAB - French Monitors
MERIDIAN 506 20 BIT Sh £1100 £799
MERIDIAN 203 DAC Sh £219 LUMLEY PROMENADE LOUDSPEAKERS - Underpriced
MERIDIAN 501 Pre Sh £395
MERIDIAN 207 CD Sh £395 MUSICAL FIDELITY NU-VISTA PRE - Smooth And Lifelike
MERIDIAN 203 Pre Sh £229
MISSION 752F Speakers Xd £578 £459 MUSICAL FIDELITY X-A1 - Competent Smooth &
MISSION 754F Speakers Xd £1300 £975
MISSION 733 Speakers Xd £299 £199 | (Revealing
MICROMEGA Stage 1 Cd Player Sh £500 £250
MICROMEGA Stage 5 Cd Player Sh £750 £375 | |[MICROMEGA CD - Viny! Like Cd
MICROMEGA Stage 5 Cd Player Xd £750 £499
MICROMEGA Drive 1 Transport Xd £750 £499 | (MARANTZ - To Hear Is To Believe
MORDANT SHORT Ms20 Speakers Sh £190 £60
MONITOR AUDIO MONITOR 3 Speakers Sh £400 £250 RESTEK CHALLENGER I - Superbly Built, Superbly Sounding
NAKAMICHI Bx300e Tape Sh £599 £250
PROAC MINI TOWEr Speakers Sh £875 £275 SONY MINI DISC - Try It
PROJECT 7 Amplifier Sh £260 £149
QUAD 10L Speakers Xd £600 £369 SONNETEER SEDLEY - Phono Stage Perfection
QUAD 77 Amplifier Xd £850 £569
QUAD 77 Bus Cd Player Xd £700 £469 | |SONNETEER BYRON CD - Beautiful Sounding
QUAD 77 Power Amp Xd £600 £449
QUAD 77 Preamp Xd £850 £569 | |SONNETEER CAMPION - The Old Faithful
QUAD 77 Tuner Xd £700 £469
RUARK Templar Speakers Sh £480 £195 | [TEAC P30 TRANSPORT - Unbeatable At The Price
RUARK Talisman li Speakers Sh £750 £300
REL STORM Subwoofer Xd £695 £539 | [TEAC TI TRANSPORT - True Value For Money
TEAC ABX 10 Amplifier Xd £999 £699
TEAC ABX 7 Amplifier Xd £700 £499 | |TUBE TECHNOLOGY - Glowing Valves
TEAC DT1 Dac Xd £500 £399
Teac V8030s Tape Xd £650 £499 TRICHORD REVELATION CD - Awesome
ALCHEMIST, ANTHEM, ARCAM, AVI, BEYER, CABLETALK, CELESTION, CYMBOL, DENON, ELECTORCOMPANIET, HARMAN KARDON,
HEYBROOK, JBL, JM LAB, JAMO CONCERT, JOHN SHEARNE, JTL, KENWOOD, LUMLEY, MARANTZ, MICHELL, MICROMEGA,
MISSION, MONARCHY, MORDAUNT SHOURT, NAD, PINK TRIANGLE, PIONEER, PRECIOUS METALS, PROJECT, QED, REL, RESTEK,
ROTEL, SENNHEISER, SONICLINK, SONNETEER, SONY, TANNOY, TDL, TEAC, TECHNICS, THORENS, TRICHORD,
TUBE TECHNOLOGY, VAN DEN HUL, YAMAHA

UK MAIL ORPER CALL NOW FOR IMMEPIATE PESPATCH
T 0181 347 7333 FAX 0181 367 6866
WORLVWIPE MAIL ORPER CALL NOW ON

T + 4401181 342 2333
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CLASSIFIE

Dealers must not advertise in the Private Classified section.

Monthly consecutive insertions will be considered Trade

advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

HIGH QUALITY German
pre and power valves. NOS
for audio purposes. Fax:
01049 696 032 4346 (Oct)

MANA 4-TIER custom
amp stand with
Soundstage ideal for large
power amplifiers £700;
Mana mini table and flat

top £200; Audiolab
8000CDM transport
£500; Tel: Kevin 01953
600 142 evenings
(Norfolk) (Oct(l)

SD Is RIBBON speakers
for sale £550. Infinity
Research speakers £550.
Wharfedale E70 speakers
for sale £150. Quad 57
electrostatic speakers,
midrange panel damaged
£150. Altec Langsing, horn
drive units, rare £600.
Ferrograph S| monitor
speakers £10. Tel: 01342
850 306. (Oct(l)

ELECTROCOMPIANIET
ECI-2 class A intergrated
amp. Mint. Absolutely
wonderful high end bargain.
Any trial, £650 (£1000).
Audio Note DAC |. Mint.
detailed, creamy £375
(£675). Audioquest Video 2
digital interconnect £40 or
£400 for both. Tel: 01308
868 044 (Oct(l)

LEAK STEREO 20, with
point one stereo pre-amp.
Tastefully restorea.
Excellent cosmetic
condition. Sounds good.
£250 the pair. Tel: 01726
852284 (Oct(l)

GARRARD 401 vgc £85.
Lustre pick-up arm vgc with
Shure cartridge & spare
head shell £35. Tel: 01787
223754 (Oct(l)

HI-FI WORLD

KLIPSH KG35 speakers in
medium oak, sensitivity
95dB and Unison Research
Simply Two valve amplier,
mint condition, boxed,
manuals, one year old £850
ono. Teac reference 500,
new, two years warranty
with Alphason HI-Fl unit
£600 ono. Tel: George
01483 824 602 (Oct(l)

UHER 4400.IC report tape
recorder plus case, unused
tapes and mary accessories.
Remote microphone.
Telephone adaptor. total
cost £2000 plus. All mint
condition, virtually unused.
Give away at £500. Tel
01737 644 804. (Oct)

PINK TRIANGLE Ventrical
loudspeakers £460. Ruark
Crusader 2 loudspeakers
£850. B&W Acoustitune
passive sub-woofer £110.
Quad 77 power amplifier
£390. Technics SL120 D/D
turntable unit £125.
Wanted: Meridian 605
monoblocs. Tel: 01892
536919 (W.Kent) (Oct(l)

PINK TRIANGLE Litaural
CD player, virtually new,
£1800. XTC CDT-|-LE
transport and DAC 1, still
warranted, £1300. Audio
Analogue Puccini SE
amplifier, new, £500. JMLab
Micron Carat speakers as
new £400, Tel: 01491
412538 / 0836 202078
(Oct(l)

TWO CLASSIC class A
Electrocompaniet 25 watt 2
channel power amplifiers
(can be monoblocked to
85w each) plus one Moth
passive line level preamp
and very rare matching
Electrocompaniet preamp.
£900 ono for the lot. Tel:
Bob 01908 614534 (Oct(l)

D ADS

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 38 FOR
DETAILS

QUAD
ELECTROSTATIC
Speakers - brenze -
radiator styse - silver
service just completed by

Quad July 1998 £475.
Demonstration with
Quad 44/405 available.
Tel: Paul Emms 01703
483700 (work) {Oct(l)

COLLECTORS /AITEM
Nakamichi 1000 ZXL
computing auto azimuth
cassette deck wired remote
owners handbook black
facsia polished wood
surround mike mixing,
£1500 - no offers. Tel:
01923 442210 (Watford
area) (Oct(l)

ROTEL CD transport &
DAC. (RDDRDP380) Mint,
boxed, handbook, unused.
£550 the pair, ono. Tel:
0181 567 9398 (Oct)

AUDIOLAB 8000C pre-
amp box as new £325.
B&W CDMI speakers with
Atacama stands £350. Tel:
01271 323850 (Oct(l)

QUAD ESL, pair bronze,
working but one needs
work £175. Ortofon SPU
GT very litde use since
new, boxed £295. Tel:
01203 71350 even (Oct)

QUAD 405 mkll good
condition, boxed £130.
Exposure VI, VIl and super
VIIl, good condition £350.
Tel: 01432 851727 (Ocu(l)

NAIM SPEAKER cable. 2 X
7 metres with gold 4mm
plugs. £20. Tel: 01905
770810 or 01635 562806 -
Andrew Chandler.
ac@bayer.co.uk (Oct(l)

CANARY AUDIO

Hear what you've been missing
CA-801L Dual mono preamplifier
CA-801P Dual mono power supply

Dual mono valve regulated
power supply dual precision
stepped attenulaters, solid
10mm aluminum faceplate,
independent left & right
channels in each chassis, dual
power supply leads, hand
built using the highest quality
parts. How much would? you
expect to pay for a reference
pre-amplifier with this
specification & build quality?
£6,000? £9,000? £15,000? No
how does £3,749 sound?

CA-301 3008 Power amplifier

22 Waltts of serious 3008
power, class A push-pull, over
size output transformers, solid
10mm faceplate with a heavy
engineered chassis, hand built
using the highest quadlity parts
How much would? you
expect to pay for a 3008
power amplifier of this
specification & build quality?
£4,000? £6,000? No how does
£3,055 sound?

For further details contact

The company that brings you
Hi-End Audio at real world prices

TEL: 0151 343 0007 FAX: 0151 343 0008
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cartridges

denon
dnm
goldring
lyra
ortofon
sumiko

cables

audioquest
cable talk
chord company
dnm

heybrook

ixos

kimber

kontak

Ifd

nordost flatline
ortofon

qed

sonic link
trichord

van den hul

4 xlo
headphones

beyer
ergo
grado
Jjecklin
sennheiser
stax

stands

alphason
frameworks
sound org'n
something solid
soundstyle
stands unique
target

accessories

audioquest
creek

densen demagic
discwasher
earmax
goldring

X058

kontak

michell

milty

monarchy

. moth
musical fidelity
nordost

pixall

qed

rms

shure

trichord
zerostat

hardware

atc
audiomeca
audio physic
audio synthesis
densen
harbeth

jm labs
michell

nva

nordost

qin

rogers

royd
sequence
sugden

teac
thorens
trichord

n

INS dcCccessorie

barga

available

Arcom Alpho 8 CD player excellent condition s/h
5 £295

Audia Innovations Seres 1000 passve controtie:
s/h £150

Audio Research LS7 preampiifier, Mint, boxed s/h
(€170 £995

Costle Harlech loudspeakers. Walnut Perfect
boxed s/h (£875) £550

Conrad - Johnson PVI0 preorphfier with phono
staze Perfect boxed revalved with Generai
lectrc Mill Specs S/H (§1295) £825

Graaf §0-50 valve power amplfier, As new
(Oxtramely pretty!) tioxea s/h (E1995) £1195

Keswick Audio Volinte loudspeakers nginal
(and t.est) spec in satin b'ack lacquer. Compact
wttrac v fioor standers excellent with low power
vaives Sugden 214 atc  5/h (£550) £295

Michell Argo fine level preaomplifier Gaod
ondition s/h - (E£730) s £295

Ortofan 720 MC step up transformers S/H boxed
et (§229) . £150

Quantum Minstrel integrated valve amplifier
s/h as new (£995) . . £475

Quad Il Power Amplifiers Excellent, largely
agrnyl Condition (but IEC mains and phono
SOty s/h

£450

Quad Il Power Amplitier (mono) with 22 controller
ind FM2 tuner Excellert working condifion
£195

SME 309 arm B excalent s/h £425
SME damping trough for above (£199) £120

Sugden SDA DAC Latest style perfect (£795)

TR
\\ ! —
VISA

N
ES

© S

AUDIO

ILLUSION S

TEL: (01753) 542761 FAX: (01753) 772532
OPENING HOURS:
10am - 8pm Monday - Saturday (By appointment)

*Mail Order Service * Export Facilities: * All Major Credit Cards Accepted

PRICES NEVER TO BE REPEATED

***BARGAIN OF THE MONTH***
MARK LEVINSON No. 27.5 Power Amplifier
Still under Warranty, as new - **SAVE £2,405** - call now
Cost New £5,400 Sale Price £2.995

NEW SALE
Kora D30 30w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube Amplifier Mint Ex Demo  £1850 £1350
Kora D50 S0w Pure Class A Integrated Line Tube Amplitier Mint Ex. Demo  £2700  £2050
Kora 0SB Pure Triode Monoblocks + Bal & S/E Inputs
& Resonnance Tuned Chassis Mint Ex. Demo  £5350 £4350
Acurus DIA 100 Integrated Amplifier Mint Ex Demo £1100 £749
Classe CA 200 200w/500w Balanced Stereo/Mono Switchable
Power Amplitier (Black) Mint Ex Demo £3000 £2495
Macrk Levinson No 27 5 power Amplitier Still Under Warranty

As New Mint §/1and £5400 £2995

Counterpoint S\ 20 220w Valse Hybnd Power Amplitier S/itand L3000+ £1150
Pink Triangte Da Capo DAC wath 1307 Chip including

Battery Power Supply Munt S las L300 £1695
MAD 6.0M speaker Cables (Pair Ex Dem £712 £460
Home Cinema
Pinneer Elite Laserdise Player NTSC Top Player Mint $/11and LIROO Offers

RCF 30601 CRT Projector Mint v Demo  £4000 £2995

KEF 80C Cenuie Channel. no hox Mint S/Hand L1300 &

_aserdises Vanous avialable - call tor ttles and prices Mostly new sealed

Mirage:-
M 290 2 way Audiophile Compact Monitors Ex Der L4 24
BPSS 210 250w Active Servo Subwouter Mint S/han 1800 £1295

LEFX-2 Active 2 Channel Crossover Mint $/Hand L8060  £495

Information available on the following:-

acurus
Classe Audis: Entightened Audio Designs
EUPHONIA ISOLATION DEVICES
RENAISSANCE AUDIO

KORA

(NNl s martlesham heath
ipswicll suffolk [WPRS JUA MIRAGE
f a x (01 47 3) GRS NS RN

CHUNCREBN:- ng@sighals.demon.co.uk For your nearest stockist contact AUDIO ILLUSION

W W Ww

ghals.demon.co.uk




CLASSIFIED ADS

6 PAGES OF BARGAIN HI-FI

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR

LEAK STEREO 20 gold near
mint, refurb. by Haden
Boardman, £225. Matched quad
set Amperex “Bugle Boy” EL84,
best in the world 5>use since
new £65 (£110). Thorens TD
12411/SME3009 in SME type
plinth £175. Tel: 01203 713501
even (Oct)

THETA TLC CD Jitterbuster
£115. Goliath TLC power
supply upgrade £115. Audibly
tigntens bass, timing and imaging
focus (upgrading to Astounding
Genisis digital lens). Tel: John
01865 862745 anytime (Oct(l)

REVOX A77, 44 LS on/off and
level knob missing (may have
been replaced by now)
otherwise good working order,
£150 ono. Revox B77 4T
Excellent condition £500 ono.
Rogers Cadet lll valve amplifier
with Rogers FM tuner (mono)
£120 ono. Quad Il power
amplifier, one only, completely
rebuilt. £120 ono. Tel: Andy on
01291 627585 daytime,01453
546446 eves (Oct(l)

VWANTED: LINN lttock
LV2/LV3 tone arm, Linn Lingo
PSU must be mint, may
consider complete deck. Tel:
Lee 01873 890272 (Oct(l)

ALPHASON HR 100 MCS
conearm cost £550 accept
£295. Proac Super tower
speakers, walnut, mint
condition, cost £1200 new
accept £595. Wanted: Zeta
tone arm/Lyra Clauis cartridge.
Tel: 01634 387686 (Oct(l)

WANTED: AKAI GX-4000
DB reel to reel tape deck
with Dolby B noise

reduction system in good
condition or for spares
willing to pay up to £200.
Tel: 01925 822897 (Oct(l)

QUAD ELS 63 Electrostatic
speaker brown, serial number
1060. One only hence £150
ono. Tel: 01654 712105 after
6pm (Mid Wales) (Oct)

HI-FI WORLD

QUAD 405/2 +44 preamp
£420. Tel: 0171 207 7190 after
6pm & w.e (London) (Oct(l)

WANTED! ORTOFON SPU,
Denon DL 103, Fidelity
Research FR64S/FR66. Ortofon
12" arm, SME 3012 ser | arm.
Denon MC transf. 103T or
AU301 Tel: 01203 713501
evenings. (Oct)

IMPULSE H2 loudspeakers.
Superb dynamics and speed
(95dB). Ideal partners for
wide range of amplifiers.

Beautiful black ash finish.
£1200. Tel: 01252 845128 -
mgains@baynetworks.com
(Fleet, Hampshire) (Oct(l)

QUAD VALVE stereo set:
QUAD 22/l (pair)/FM| with
original stereo decoder/ESL
(ca 1979 black pair). Vgc
£895. Ortofon Rohmann
25h> use since new, boxed
£495 (£1000). Tel: 01203
713501 evenings (Oct)

KEF. REFERENCE 2s in
Rosetta Burr. 8 months old.
In absolutely perfect
condition in original
packaging with manual cost
£1700 would accept £950.
Tel: 01206 323327 (Oct(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY EIO
integrated amplifier 40 watt,
phono, headphone, magnetic, as
brand new boxed £180. Also
Rotel 855 CD player perfect
condition unmarked £120. Tel:
01932 820677 (Oct(l)

CELLO (MARK LEVINSON)
Etude Passive pre-amplifier
(the best) mint, boxed £425.
Avondale power amplifier,
150w per channel, superb
£325, B&W Matrix 805

(walnut) & stands, mint,
boxed £625, Arcam BB500 &
250 transport, mint, boxed
£675. Genuine reluctant sale,
sensible offers considered.
Tel: 0961 368323 day /
01942 201031 eves (Nov(l)

MARANTZ CD 63SE £120.
Cables: Nordost Blue Heaven
£80, Puresonic Silver Plated
£10, CAD Argent £35. CAD
Ordovicion digital £12.
Cambridge Audio Digital£10.
Tel: 01293 786453 (Oct(l)

AUDIO SYNTHESIS Passion
8M remote controlled multiple
input passive preamp £950 ono;
Corcordant Exquisite valve
preamp with phono £750 ono;
Art Audio Tempo Monoblocks
£1150 ono. Tel 01235 850393
eves & w.e. (Oct(l)

MARANTZ 63 KI Sig’, boxed as
new £200. Musical Fidelity
Synthesis Integrated amp boxed
vge £75. Acoustic Research

94R floorstanding speakers £25.

Tel: 01887 877237 (Central
Scotland) (Oct(l)

LINN NUMERIK, (brilliant),
£750. NAD 514 CD player,
NAD 314 amplifier, Gale 2i
loudspeakers, all leads.
Excellent condition. £300 (price
new £730). Tel: 01622 858085
(Oct(l)

REVOX B77 tape recorder
3.75 &7.5 ips. With 14 reels
and accessories £500. Revox
B780 reciever £200. Both light
home use only and excellent
condition. Tel: 01483 824426

(Woking) (Oct(l)

NAIM CREDO speakers in
cherry, mint, boxed £650. Tel:
01977 515544 (Oct(l)

NAIM NAIT 3, £400. Epos ES-
|12/stands, £400, both items
only 5 months old, as new.
Epos ES-|4/stands, £200.
Wanted: Naim 72/140/hi-cap
{new style), may p/x. Tel: 07970
908978 (Coventry) (Oct(l)

AUCIOLAB 8000A, £250.
Rotel RCD-965BX, £125.
Denon TU260L, £55.

Dual 505, £60. DAC-in-the-
box, £110. Leak Stereo 20
(rebuilt), £250. Maplin valve
pre-amp, £125. Mission 760i,
£70. Tel: 07970 908978
(Coventry (Oct(l)

DETAILS

AUDIOVECTOR 5x speakers
I.Im high hexagonal piano
black cabinets 4 way tri wire
90dB cost £3999 for £2000 or
smaller speakers /tt/ amp in p/x.
Cyrus 4 box CD £1600. Tel:
01387 263252 (Oct(l)

RADFORD CONTROL unit
SC2 £20. Leak TL/12 plus amp
& varioslope |l £75. Leak
Troughline 3 sterio tuner £75.
Leak steriofetic FM tuner £25.
Leak Sterio 30 amp. £25. Tel:
01424 813119 (Oct(l)

CYRUS DAD 3 CD player,
never used, still under
guarantee, boxed, £500. Tel:
Phil 0116 2849634 (Oct(l)

REVOX A77. Dolby. Present
owner |5 years, light domestic
use serviced by F.W.O. Bauch,
NAB hubs. Numerous tapes,
original manuals £350 ono. Tel:
Steve 01823 251157 (Somerset)
(Oct)

QUAD 33 £50. Kef Kube 104/2
type 5P 2089 £30. Wilmslow
mini-monitors (LS 3/5A) with
sub-bass £120. Tel: 01295
780363 (Oct)

AUDIO INNOVATIONS Series
800 power amp., with Border
Patrol power supply, both in
very good condition £700 for
quick sale. Tel: 01443 422796
(eves) (Oct(l)

ROTEL RC 980 BX pre-amp,
no tone controls, MC/MM
phono £130. Castle Severn Mkl.
Antique oak immaculate £220.
Musical Fidelity pre 3A/P140
£270. VDH The First 0.8m £50.
VDH The Second |.0m £60.
Tel: 01263 512815 (Oct(l)

KEF REFERENCE Model Four -
Classic Rosewood £2690,
Meridian 565 DTS 7.1 & 519 RF
Demodulator £2490, Meridian
500 transport & 566 20bit DAC
£1490, Meridian 557 power
amp £990, Pioneer CLD-909
£700, Pioneer SDM 1407 &
cabinet £2990 all have boxes,
manuals etc no canvassers. Tel:
0973 899651 (mobile) / 01622
844556 (home) (Oct(l)
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71 HIGH STREET,

0°%CREDIT

53:;‘/5:/” AKLT?;E‘:BT (SUBJECT TO STATUS)
ENGLAND. 2 DEMONSTRATION ROOMS

FREE PARKING
WIDE RANGE OF PRODUCTS
OPEN 9.00-6.00 MON -SAT

TEL: 0181 336 0012
FAX: 0181 336 2703

.ix

“NEED HIGH QUALITY HIFI IN AN EMERGENCY?”
CHECK OUT OUR 999 BARGAINS!

WAS NOW

Castle Howard (YEW) £ 1400 £ 999
JBL SVA 2100 £ 1250 £ 999
Mcintosh MC7100 Power £ 1575 £ 999

. PLUS . ..
EPOS ES30 £ 2385 £1995
Linn LK100 Power E/D £ 650 £499
Linn Majik Line E/D £ 650 £ POA
L Rl
arantz

n B TR Musical Fidelity X Pre & XA50x2 £ 700 £ 595
Nakamichi CR4E S/H £ 795 £ 465
Teac VRDS T1/DTH1 £ 1050 £ 799

EXCLUSIVE AREA DEALERSHIP FOR...
® ATC @ AVI ® CASTLE @ CHORD @ DIAPASON @
® EPOS @ GRAAF @ H/K ® JAMO CONCERT@® LINN @
® MARK LEVINSON @ MUSICAL FIDELITY ® PROCEED
® PROJECT @ PIONEER PRECISION @ RESTEK®
® ROKSAN @ TEAC @ UNISON RESEARCH @ PLUS:

ALCHEMIST, CABLE TALK, DPA, EXPOSURE, HARBETH,
JBL, MARANTZ, MICHELL, MCINTOSH, NAD, NORDOST,
PRECIOUS METALS, REL, RUARK, SENNHEISER, SONIC
LINK,STANDS UNIQUE, TANNOY, TDL, AND MANY MORE “VALVE
“MAIL ORDER WELCOME” OTL EXCELLENCE

GENUINE BARGAINS AVAILABLE ON CLEARANCE ITEMS, ‘PHONE FOR DETAILS’ NEW MALDEN EXIT (A2403) ON A3 NEAR KINGSTON UPON THAMES

END OF RANGE AND EX DEM STOCK
FOR SALE

T.D.S. The Definitive Statement Mono Power Amplifier 8408 3200
T.S.S. The Second Statement Stereo Power Amplifier 3788 1800

T.8.8. The Second Statement Pre Amplifier 40980 400
T.C.S. The Complete Statement Integrated Amplifier 2848 1300
T.I.S. The Integrated Statement Integrated Amplifier 4588 800
T.T.S. The Transparent Statement CD Player 8768 1800
T.E.S. The Emotive Statement CD Player 2428 1000

FOR FREE INFORMATION PACK CONTACT AS BELOW

NVA
6 Watermill industrial Estate
Aspenden Road
Buntingford
Herts
SG9 9JS

web www.nva.dircon.co.uk
e.mail nva@dircon.co.uk
tel 01763 272707
fax 01763 271594

HI-FI HOME CINEMA

it has been clear for some time now, from the phone
calls we get that there is an increasing interest in home
cinema and as we always aim to provide what
customers want, have been in the process of
incorporating a video projector/screen setup in our
demonstration room. The building work which has
been going on for some months now has helped, as
we have been forced to empty the room, so we could
start again. (We still have products we are happy to
sell off as mentioned in Feb, so do ring!). It has all
taken longer than expected, so our apologies if we
have let anyone down, but we are up and running with
a SELECO SVP350, which produces a superb picture
for £3700. As with all CRT projectors it is large
compared to an LCD projector but we find LCD’s have
too many problems, and are only worth considering if
one really can't find space for a CRT unit. With the
arrival of digital television and hence 16/9 widescreen
images, we feel that TV’s are just not big enough for
watching films and a projector/screen setup is the
thing. TV programmes look excellent as well, and the
350 has TV Tuner and teletext built in. So if you want
to see this in our domestic surroundings do give us a
ring as there aren’t many around in the south west.

’ [ ]
V aUdlo Hi- Fi Consultants
36 Druid Hill, Stoke Biship, Bristol BS9 1EJ
Tel / Fax: 0117 968 6005

w OCTOBER 1998
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AUDIO INNOVATIONS S800
valve preamp and M.C.
transormer £350, AR legend
turntable, Linn Basik Plus,
Excellant £130, Mission Cyrus 2
£130. Kenwood Pro-Logic
receiver with JPW speakers

and cable £200. Tel: 01325
264420. (Ocy(l)

QUAD ESL63s, teak and brown
finish, serviced by Quad,
immacukate condition,
£13950n0. Tel: 0181 444 4902
(N.London) (Oct(l)

TRANSMISSION LINE
speakers. Bailey design, Kef
units. Size 35 x 16 x 18 inches.
Pair £85. Buyer collects. Tel:
01483 222666 (Guildford)
(Oct(l)

MERIDIAN 207 preamp
transport and 203 DAC.
Includes optimal phono
MC/MM board and MSR. £650.
Theta TLC Jitterbuster with
DA interconnect £150. All
boxed with instructions 0121
788 0175 (Birmingham) (Oct)

MISSION 765 floor standers
iwalnut) £400 (£700). 737 with
stands £160. Cyrus 2 PSX Mkl
black £300. Pioneer PD 5703
CDDACMagic | £190. Apollo
S5-tier rack £65. All mint. Tel:
01253 827576 (Blackpool)
(Oct(l)

QUAD 22/2 X || AMPS GECS
£490. FM TUNER £50.
LWIMWI/SW Tuner £25.
Unused GEC KTé66 £12.
Mullard EF86 £7 ECC83 £6.50.
Tel: 01494 712282 (eves) (High
Wycombe) (Oct)

CROFT CHARISMA pre-amp
upgraded by GT Audio, stll
under guarantee, chrome front.
£500 for quick sale. No offers
lease. Rega Planar 3 with
RB300 arm £100. Tel: 0181 203
2120 (Oct(l)

LINN: MIMIK CD. Majik-1
-ontrol amplifier. Keilidh
speakers and Linn cable. Hardly
ssed, absolutely mint condition
£1300. Tel: 01977 793142
Ocy(l)

iI-Fl WORLD

SONDEK (BLACK) Ittok/IT18
£550. Naim components, 62/90
amps, £395, NAT 03 tuner
£395, flat cap power supply,
£250. Linn Kan |l (black) with
stands, £195. All boxed, mint
condition. Tel: 01708 23545
(Oct(l)

ARCAM DELTA components.
250 transport £420. 100
cassette deck £495. Black Box
3 £100. Nicam 150 tuner £100.
DAC-in-a-Box £100. Audio
Technica ATH 70 Electret
headphones £35 - all boxed.
Mint. Tel: 01708 551492 (Oct(l)

CONRAD JOHNSON PVI0AL
preamp 6 months old. £550
ono (£1000). Beard P100 Mkl
power amp. recently serviced
by Bill Beard. Complete new set
of Golden Dragon valves (KT88
retro) an excellent example.
Includes box and full service
manuals. £550 ono. Buy both
and get a new pair of Van Den
Hul The Second interconnects
free. Worth £260. Tel: 01227
371796 (Nov(l)

LUMLEY LM2MKII
floorstanding speakers.
Highest quality drivers.
Ribbon tweeters. Big,
effortless, detailed sound.
£2800 new, accept £895.

Naim CDS. Tremendous
sound quality. Excellent
condition £1995. Can
demonstrate and deliver.
Tel: 01625 432889 (Oct(l)

LOWTHER BICOR 2000
double horn loaded speakers
two PM7 speakers in each one
in front one in back only had six
weeks use, still boxed. Would
cost £2000 today bargain £550
ono Tel: 01446 735768 (Oct(l)

ARCAM ALPHA One CD
player with remote £120.
Arcam Alpha Five amplifier
£100. Both in good condition
and with instructions. Tel:
01332 665658 (Oct)

LINN KABERS, black ash, latest
tweeters, totally immaculate &
as new. Packaging &
instructions incl. £950 ono. Tel:
01633 423043 (S.Wales (Oct(l)

ARCAM ALPHA 6 CD, £200
(£600), MF x-ACT DAC£75
(£130) both mint and boxed.
Also, Audioquest Viedeo Z
digital interconnect £10 (£40),
2% 14 feet of NAIM NACAS
£20. Tel: 0191 374 5563
work/0191 373 1062 Home
(Oct

NAKAMICHI DR3 less than 20
hours use boxed, mint £195.
Wanted Linn Troika for
rebuild, Linn Kremlin Kiout &
Linn Kelekt RCU x 2. Cash
waiting. Tel: Terry 01702
545622 after 6pm (Oct(l)

LEAK ‘TROUGHLINE 3’ classic
stereo valve tuner; restored
and serviced by Haden
Boardman; excellent condition;
£135. DPA ‘The Power' mains
filter; excellent condition; £55.
Tel: 01978 750151 (Oct(l)

MARANTZ CD10. Mint
condition, boxed with manuals
and remote control £480 ono.
B&W floor standing speakers
DM.7. Mk.2 £240 ono. Tel:
Lawrence 01273 605310
(8righton) (Oct(l)

AUDIO ANALOGUE Puccini
SE: | month use (bought April
‘98). Receipt, guarantee, boxed.
Perfect condition. £395 (was
£595). Come on folks, it's a
bargain! Tel: 0181 691 0098
(Oct(l)

QUAD 66 pre-amp and
remote, manual and boxed, 20
months old vge £420. Tel:
01903 247779 (Sussex) (Oct(i)

MAGNARPLANAR MG .4
speakers. Oatmeal grilles with
American walnut side cheeks.
Excellent condition with boxes
and manual. Bargain at £450.
Tel: eves. 01793 771286
(Swindon area) (Oct(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY Al00I
integrated amp. As new
condition, boxed with manual
£1500. Tel: 0181 4521452
(eves. & wle) (Oct(l)

QUAD 34 control unit, Quad
405 power amp, Quad FM4
tuner, Castle Severn speakers,
Sony CD player 502ES, all with
boxes and manuals. £1300. Tel:
01622 832356 (Kent) (Nov)

JAMO CONCERT 8
loudspeakers. Only a few
months old - superb condition
and sound. £775 ono. Tel: Miles
01604 770350 or 0421 995054
(Ocy(l)

REVOX PR99 MKIII, PR 99
MKI AND PR99 (replay
only). Three in excellent
condition for £1400. Studer
A62 and B62, excellent, both

for £500. Revox G36,
excellent condition, £520.
Tel: Dublin 4977643 (eves)
(Oct(l)

MERIDIAN 101 preamp £50
ono. Tel: 01732 461358 (Oct(l)

LEAK TROUGHLINE tuner,
Leak Stereo upgraded. New
valves selected versions
throughout, all electrolytics
renewed, better coaxial cable
and converted to phono
sockets. £100, including
carriage to you. Ring 01823
334275 (evenings) (Oct(l)

AUDIO RESEARCH SP14,
black, £1150. Micromega solo
CD player (thick perspex lid)
(£1500) £525. Meridian 207
CD/pre-amp, 203 DAC, 209
remote, £425. Acoustat Full
Range electrostatic, (£2000)
£425. Tel: 01604 584630
(Oct(l)

BANG & OLUFSEN music
centre 5500 hi-fi for L.P.
records, cassettes, radio,
master control panel. 2 Beovox
loudspeakers. Seviced, perfect
condition £450. With
table/cabinet £30. Tel: 0118
9883912 (Oct(l)
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SILMIC® (Silk Fibre Electrolytic Capacitor)

The SILMIC are Elna's top grade electrolytic capacitor. Advanced
materials and new developments of element technology result in this
outstanding electrolytic for audio. Recommended for applications that
require the finest performance, excelling in elarity, depth resolu-
tion and musicality! Distortion figures are extremely low (third high
frequency distortion 10KHz, 0.1A, -120db or less). All lead out wires
are Oxygen-Free Copper.

Valve Enthusiasts! High voltage Efna Cerafine LOA series
electrolytic capacitors, SO0V at 47uF.47+47uF. 100uF, 100+100uF.
REL AudioCap™ film & foil capacitors up to 2400VDC.

Solid State and Loudspeaker Builders! DACT cT1
Attenuators, Sanyo 0S-CON, Nichicon MUSE. Elna Cerafine ROA
series, REL MultiCap™, 99.99% Long-Grain pure Silver wire,
Vampire™ OFC connectors, Air core inductors wound with Oxygen-
Free Copper wire, also COROBAR® OFC Copper iron dust core
inductors, Caddock high power resistors.

For further details on the SILMIC sernes and to receive information on the many other
audio components we supply send for a free copy of our 1998 audiophile catalogue

AudioCom (UK), Units 4/6 Tindle Centre, Warren St, Tenby Pembs. SA70 7JY
Ted 11814 842803 TeliFax 01834 842804 E-mail audiocon@connect-wales co uk
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Made in Denmark
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) Audio/Visual B
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ACOUSTICS Products &

Established since 1995, we have built up a massive range of audio and =".l
video interconnects, pius a select range of quality. hand-built and DIY kit :5
loudspeakers. All cables feature an advanced semiconducting layer to &=}
eliminate noise, increasing detail retrieval torelease thz emotion in music 4
We offer a 14-day satisfaction guarantee on all cabies for auditioning in 3
the comfort of your own home. Our cables are only available direct from E
us, minimizing the cost to you by cutting out the dealer margin. ;
“The Black Velvet’s unusually atmospheric sound proved =

-

engrossing over the long term. There was great insight into
performances, thanks to an uncanny retrieva’ of low level
sulbﬁoﬁes 3 {Noet Keywood - Hi-Fi World January 1997)

. Credit card facilities 4@ |
|_available for fast delivery &

24 hour Telephone/FAX: 01920 823 208

Web site

=

8 3

g Ly

= ‘

Z &

S

g )i Black Velvet gold plated phono-phono 1m...................

(9 LLi{Black Velvet 2 x phono - 4 or 5 pin DIN 1m..............

2 l{Black Veivet 4 x phono - 5pin DIN 1m....... ....... .

= 01 |Black Velvet SE gold plated phono-phono 1m ..............

P 2 Black Velvet SCART-2 x phono 1m . ... ... 99 =

Al Black Veivet SCART-SCART1m 6-pins connected ... ... £3299 ¢

= i Azure gold plated phono-phono 1m . ..£49.99

g Azure 2 x phono - Spin DIN 1m . ... ... .. .o £49.99

il LLij Azure SE gold plated phono phono 1m £ ZAr9§£ 69 99 ~d
[ZLNCERS S T 38 g Ew 1

5 DBF-Acoustics. 11 Fishers Mead, Puckendge, WARE, Herts. SG11 1SP. UK

Call now for your FREE 20 page catalogue

Send for Britain’s biggest catalogue of
specialist cable and connections.
All available by mail order.
Phone 0181-942 9124 or clip

the coupon for your Free copy

CUSFQEI;HW&HBLE

PO Box 4007, London SW17 8XG

Are you making the right connections?

v Please send me your FREE Custom Cable Catalogue

i i
) 1
1 Name N !
1 1
i Address e .
i / = .
1 1
‘ / .
: Postcode / CUSmm !
! NO FURTHER INFORMATION REQUIRED ,‘" % ]
i Send to: Custom Cable Service | iy E
: PO Box 4007 I gy, :
J London SW17 8XG - |
'HEW 1098 —— ;
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WANTED: TANDBERG
cuner/amp, Model TR2075 Mkil.
Tel: 0113 2483656. (Oct(l)

NAIM NAP 140 power
amplifier, new style, modified
and improved by Avondale
Audio £350 ono. Tel: 01925
727243 eves & wlends (Oct(l)

AMO CONCERT 8
oudspeakers, mahogany,
absolutely mint condition,
boxed, with owners manual,
£875, (re-advertised due to
iime waster), would consider
b/x with Sonus Faber Minuette
(or Minima). Tel: 01843 589554
(Ocx(l)

MIDIMAN ‘FLYING CALF
srofessional 20 bit DAC/
external power supply, new,
voxed, £100. DBS7 speaker kit,
ro include veneered wood,
vew, boxed, £250. Tel: 01246
237100 after 6pm (Oct(l)

PAIR LOWTHER PM6A drive
units, immaculate cond, £225
ono. Beam-Echo Avantic SPA-
I'l integrated valve amp £250.
Also pair PM6C drivers (need
re-coning) £80. Tel: jon 0181
304 8023 eves and w/end (NW
_ondon) (Oct(l)

PIONEER ELITE DVL-90
DVD/LD/CD player. As new
only 3 months old. (List £1450)
£950; PIONEER CLD 2950 with
AC-3/digital audio output/tray
llumination £275. LDs most
AC-3 eg Broken Arrow, HEAT,
Patton, Toy Story and Star
Wars trilogy - boxed set. Tel:
01945 463077 (Oct(l)

LINN LP12 walnut Lingo Ittock
LVIl MC cartridge, £750 ono.
Naim 32.55 pre-amplifier, £175.
Naim |10 power amp £255.
A&R 185 speakers Linn Kan
stands, £200. Target four tier
rack £50. Tel: 0171 737 5284
(Ocr(l)

MARANTZ CD 17, little used,
mint condition £450, Sugden
SDA-1 DAC mint condition
£350. Tel: 0141 429 7510
(Glasgow) (Oct(l)

HI-FI WORLD

TOWNSHEND
GLASTONBURY 1| £650
WOW DNM 2 pre &
Electrocompaniet Classic
power WOW Parasound 2200
power & 1500 pre £1000
WOW Robertson £250.
Others: Beard P100 MKII valve
Nobis Proteus Valve pre
WOW Want intergrated open
valve. Tel: 01626 774246
(Oct())

EPOS ES22 light cherry, boxed,
excellent condition £800 ono.
Tel: 01327 263494 (Oct(h)

MICHELL GYRODEC
bronze/gold, Gyropower-QC,
RB300/ MCI0 Super & LVX
£845 ono. Bryston 4B-NRB
poweramp 250+ watts per
channel. Krell like sound &
solidity £745 ono. Both boxed
& perfect. Can demonstrate.
Tel: 01234 713199
(Beds/Bucks). No timewasters!
(Oct(l)

PIONEER CT-S740S cassette
deck £200. Review Hi-Fi World
1996. 20 hours use. Arcam
Delta 250 CD transport £450.
Systemdek lll turntable /
Mission 774 arm / Supex MC
cartridge, £200. Tel: 01323
767479 (Eastbourne) (Oct(l)

QUAD ESL63, latest spec,
£1500. Naim SBLs, latest spec
£1100. Revox B77 MK2,
immaculate, loadsatapes, £600.
LP12/Ekos/Lingo/Cirkus, £1350
will split. Teac T1 Deltec Little
Bit Three £575. Tel: 01952
502097 (Telford) (Oct(l)

CHARTWELL LS3/5As with
custom-made heavyweight
stands £175. A&R P77 cartridge
(stylus | month old) £25.
Brilliant with Kans, LS3/5As,
Tablettes etc. Tel: Ol {4 272
9967 (Sheffield) (Oct(l)

ARCAM ALPHA 7 CD player
|8 months old, boxed, remote,
manual £200. Ixos 104
interconnect £10. DNM Reson
interconnect £20. 2 x 6m Naim
NACA4 speaker cable
terminated £30. Tel: 01733
810516 (Oct(l)

LINN LP12 complete with
Lingo, Ekos and low mileage
Troika £1100. Also Naim NAC
72 with Moving Coil and CD
boards. Excellent conaition
owned from new, £375. Tel:
John 01736 757721 (Oct(l)

ARCAM ALPHA 7 integrated
box manuals the lot, mint
condition £170 also Thorens
TD125Il with SME 30091l arm
incl. box £100. Tel: 01732
453190 (Kent) (Oct(l)

CHORD 1200b £1650. ATC20
towers, walnut, guaranteed
£1050 (£2700). VDH
Revelation 2m set, £250 (£600).
Silver Sounds 8 gauge, |.7m
biwire, £175 (£600). Trichord
interconnect 0.5m £40 (£100).
Tel: 0131 5567545
s.hussain@ed.sac.ac.uk. (Oct(l)

EAR 509i1 100 watt monoblocs
£1400 (£3500), Theta Data
Basic transport £900 (£2400),
Audio Synthesis Dax Ultra
analogue balanced/SE £750
(£2700). Tel: 0181 8886902
arswerphone, e-mail:
spulmanjones@lbs.ac.uk (Oct(l)

KEF 104/2 £595, Naim 42.5/140
(mint) £495, Audiolab 8000 c/p
£745, Linn Kaber (black, mint)
£745, Arcam Alpha 6 CD and
6+ amp (r/c and boxed) £545
(may split), Cyrus 3 and PSXR
£545. Tel: 01132 824428
(Leeds) (Oct(l)

COMPLETE SYSTEM: Thorens
TD 160 MKII turntable. A&R
Cambridge A60 amplifier.
Marantz CD-65 |l. Sansui TU-
S33L tuner. Sansui D-390R
tape. Pair Rogers Compact 50w
speakers, plus stands. £450. Tel:
01892 618352 (Tunbridge
Wells) (Oct(l)

ART AUDIO TEMPOS Class A
triode monoblocks 30 watts
£950 (£2600 new).Valves 8 KT
90's El Yugoslavia unused £20
each. Valves 300B Golden
Dragon 50 hours use £30 each.
Valves 8 6L6 WGC Sovtek 50
hours use £5 each. Tel: 0181
993 2006 (Christos) (Oct(l)

PINK TRIANGLE PT00
turntable (external power
supply) - excellent condition -
two arm boards - £290. Tel.
Derek 01297 489877 (Dorset)
(Oct(l)

MERIDIAN D600 digital active
speaker system, rosewood,
remote, immaculate (2995)
£1350. Lexicon CP3 plus THX
digital surround processor/pre-
amplifier, still boxed (3325)
£1350. Sony SDP-EP9ES digital
surround processor AC-3, still
boxed (599) £350. postage
possible. Tel: 01704 833601
(Oct(l)

ARCAM ALPHA 8 CD £200
(£450). Pioneer 405R amp £75
(£250). Jamo Concert | |
floorstanders cherry
£1200(£2000). Acoustic Energy
109 floorstanders rosewood
£150 (£350). Audioquest
Quartz interconnect £60
(£130). All mint. Boxed. Less
than one year old. Upgrading.
Tel: Bill (day) 01865 792020
(evening) 01993 851508 mobile
0468 660697 (Oxford) (Oct(l)

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO CDI
£400, Discmagic £100.
Kenwood DP7090 CD player
£200. Pink Triangle PIP preamp
£350. Gamma Space (Reference
il power supply) £1000.
Celestion 7000 ribbon speakers
£250. Gamma Epoch speakers
(£1500) £250. Helius Syrius |l
95dB speakers (£2395) £400.
Tel: 0181 672 4319 (Oct())

CONRAD-JOHNSON Line
preamp PF-IL. Twin pre-outs,
cost £1600, £850 ono. Chord
SPM1200 power amp, 250
watts channel, balanced,
unbalanced inputs. Cost £3300,
£1550 ono. Tel: 01634 365 153
(Kent) (Oct)

AUDIO RESEARCH LS7 valve
pre amplifier - superb sounding
- A classic. Excellent condition.
Boxed with manual £950 ono.
Tel: 01932 701248 (day) 01622
736283 (eve) (Oct(l)
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— S—— 202 FINDON ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX, BN 14 0EJ
VviSA, HEATHERDALE AUDIO LTD. -':'.54 TEL. 01903872288 OR (AFTER HOURS) 0860 660001 EAX. 01903-872234

e-mail: heatherdale@hifi-stereo.com httpy//Asvwa.hifi-stereo.com

HEATHERDALE PRE-OWNED GUARANTEED EQUIPMENT LYRA Parnassus Dc( Cartndge EX DEM £1200 KEF 104 Loudspeakers £450
BAW g £1850 OENI éj Po%ler oCassene Deck £125
EXPORT FACILITIES AVAILABLE BOUL é E3e Bower Am T £1995  DEN P 2e0eil £ S €8
B&AW 801 enes Ilséwnn STANDS) £1395 BH TLC Jrtter usleq £85
HEVBROOK'&uaréels & Stands EX DEM 2585 THIEL 1. eske DEM £1995 RACLE Prem th 11} T/tab I £1495
ggLISTI peakers with langs £495 AUDIO RES| n%speakermmEXDEM (£945) REVOX 877 Tape ecordgr Excellenl condmon £595
NUS FABER Conceno EALE £895 AUOIO INN OVATI N 1000 rea 268 REVOX PRI9 t{) £1995
ACSUPHASE D Player 22835 AUOI0 INNOVATIONS First rder patrol psu) £121 REVQX 821155 Casse eDeck £995
ALON Il |.oud gg 8 £995 MARK LEVIN§ N g £4995 REVOX H6 ugf %4 8
AUDIONQTE P2SE ower Amp Mint £895 ARK LEVINSON (}spr X DEM £5495 HELIUS Aerws_Ton v 1
AUDIONQTE P4 M b'?yf £3395 . RK LEVINSON 22795 VOYD Tnable/SME &Clearaudlo ? ta Cart £2495
AUDIGNQTE hei amp INT/BOXEO (new £15400) 23495 RK LEVlNg N L1 Pre amp wnh phono 595 VOYD Tttable uq,g pin u & mir) / Helus orion £1495
AUDIGNOTE AN: le m)lra sform: £3000 [4ARK LEVINSUN 28 Pre-. 21395 VgVD alandar urnla £1495
AUDI REgEA Pre- amp £1080 LLER & KREISAL MX100 ubwoofer EX CON £795 VoYD eteﬁncel £3495
AUDID RESEAR % £14 8 IDIAN 606 Dac 2485 ORTOFON rldqe (unus BoxB £7g
AUDIQNOTE 10 mned artridge & Psu £275! ROMEGA ageBCd Transport ig g MARK LE VINS N 9 wer alglp g ITION Ewg
AUDIQNOTE 0 23489 ‘_, IDIAN 6. £24 MARK%V one age & P! 2995
AUDIONGTE N EUsP%akevs {rosewood) F. veneer g 9 MI ? 0N 782 L ou speakers with stands £250 SME ¥ Gold Pla {n £1495
ARCAM D*ltas ack ?) 17 VP1 ';8( dark oak)/Air angenl/Koetsu Black £1800 HELIUS Siwve rWurd 5995
éHDIONUOD'S M2dlé|rne rr'g amp ggs 9 ET%E“ 1 Pofl p e nu Eg% OENON POA 4400A Monoblocks EX CON 895
ONTIOR AUDIG Sudo 50 Speakers (Raseviond) i 4% SPENOOR 6C 100 (mc dedicated stands) “ﬂi‘ﬁ‘?/ﬁ%xsn £1995 WENGWIOFEERIDS R ASHESUE ORI
B B Mo g HE R oo onecn e EALERS 77 T
werm a raded to hi-spec by Sugano!
i‘;gmg 2F RENCE oo é’m&m NUSED T B Prl;’/P \verg:g:s‘;e([vsvlﬁ%mggglcl caﬁfgs)% Y T EUEY gﬁg‘s3:EDEE:b'EPR':Emm:"?:ﬂf?:“g:fs‘o" LSt
LUXMAN 5 uner 248 KRELL KEXBOB Poveer Amplifier 2138§ FOR AN UP-TO-THE MINUTE LIST VISIT OUR WEB SITE:
LUXMAN M2000 amp £495 KRELL KRS Reference Sx %ox Pre-amp £299 hitp:/www.hifi-stereo.com

ALL USED CARTRIDGES ARE CHECKED UNDER A MICROSCOPE

BEIFORE BEING OFFERED FOR SALE.

VISA - SWITCH - MASTER CARD - AMEX . DENERS CLUB WELCOME.

WE TAKE PART EXCHANGE ON NEW & USED STOCK AND BUY IN FOR CASII

if you have invested expertise and
money in building up a sound system
to your own unique specifications,
then why compromise with indifferent
housing units?

Sound Investment

*High quality aluminium construction.
*Finishes available to your choice.
*Fully adjustable 6mm glass shelving.
*Sound isolation on shelving/feet.
*Custom created to suit your system.

*Free delivery throughout the UK.
Fi-Rax offers a new dimension in

audio visual racking - from a range Fi-Rox - @ sound investment for those
of stondord designs to the flexibility
to custom create awnit fo suit your

parficular sound system and lifestyle.

R Audio Visual Fumit
who want the best from their ncdio V) bemitote

For further information or a free brochure contact-JEM Distribution,
Springficld Mills, Spa Street, Ossett Wakefield WF5 OHW.
Tel: 01924 277626 Fox: 01924 270759

equipment.

English Analogue

Supplier of quality second hand classical records
Reasonable prices for truly collectable original vinyl from
the 1950s to the 1970s. Labels include:

DECCA -SXL, SDD. SET, RCS, SPA, PES
HMY - ALP, ASD, SAN, SLS
COLUMBIA - 33CX, SAX
RCA - SB - 2000/6000, VICS, SER
DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON, PHILIPS
etc, also available

ynamics?

Audion Audio Note Art Audio

If you are unfamiliar with classical music,
recommendations are available of great recordings to
enhance the enjoyment of your Hi-Fi and enter you into
the vast world of Classical Music. Just as there are good
recordings or Rock, Pop or Jazz, the same applies to
Classical.

Audio Innovations Cary
Unison Research Leak
World Audio Designs

To increase your satisfaction, all the records sold are
cleaned and audibly checked before being sold, free of
charge, as well as a guarantee. The records are also
supplied with a new innersleeve, as well as the old, to
insure a high standard. In addition, if you have any
Classical LPs or CDs you wish to sell or want a free
catalogue, please write, phone or fax to:

Famous names and impressive amplifiers but
you will not experience their full capability until you
fit a BorderPatrol power supply

BorderPatrol

Take control

Tel/Fax +44 (0) 1273 276716

3 Naseby Rise, Newbury, Berks, RG14 2SF, England
Tel: 44 - (0) 1635 40242 Fax: 44 (0) 1635 524239
www.multiplex.co.uk /Records




CLASSIFIED ADS

6 PAGES OF BARGAIN HI-FI

YUAD 34 pre-amp £80. Tel:
1892 544681 (eve) 0171 465
027 (day) (Oct(l)

JNIN LP12, lttok, Troika, Naim
JAC 52, 6 x |35s, crossover,
sobariks £10950. Lexicon CPI
srocessor £595, 4 x Deva 600
sower amps £595 each.
Nakamichi 1000 ZXL £1495.
Naim Naxo 2/4 crossover & hi-
cap (new styles) £595. All in
axcellent condition. Tel: 0385
560669 (Manchester) (Oct(l)

TANNOY i LZ speakers.
Dual-concentric. Good
condition. £295. B&W DMI4,
light ash, matching stands.
Excellent condition. Upgrade
forces sale £150 ono. Radio
Designers Handbook, 4th
edition, original £45. Tel: 01892
662967 (Oct(l)

MONITOR AUDIO Studio
20SE loudspeakers. What Hi-Fi
5 star and reference system,
multi-award winner. Genuine
reason for sale. Absolutely
immaculate, boxed (new
£2500) £1550. Delivery and
demonstration can be arranged.
Tel: 01924 870606. (Nov(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000
£800, Arcam BB50 DAC Delta
250 transport £450.Kef Q90
Uni-Q speakers (750) £350
ono. Sansui AU 707DR
amplifier (1500) £500 ono
(monster) 22kg, mint.
Nakamichi BX2 needs attention
£50. Wanted: Technics
SLP2000 CD player and ST GT
650L tuner or ST GT 550L. Tel:
0121 783 3928 (Oct(l)

LINN LP 12, black, Aro arm,
Toika, PSU, Target 2 tier stand
£1050. Naim NAC72 £400.
Sony CDP101 and CDP102 £75
each. Meridian 105 monoblocks
£300. Tel: 01243 262235 (Oct)

KRELL KST100 power amp,
100 watts Class A per channel,
balanced and unbalanced inputs.
Cost £3200, boxed as new,
£1350 ono. Tel: 01634 365 153
(Kent) (Oct(l)

HI-FI WORLD

LOUDSPEAKERS
CELESTION SL700 matched
pair including dedicated
matching bolt on stands,
stunning high end, bi-wirable

stand mounzers in granite
grey (mint) {£1500+ new)
£750 ono. Tel: 01590 642737
(Hants) 0467 8£7028
(mobile) (Oct(l)

NAIM NAC 82 pre-amp mint,
boxed, as new £1400. Creek
CDO06 CD player, boxed, mint
{new £600) £250 ono. DPA
enlightenment transport and
DAC, mint cond. need cash
hence £750 (both). Quad 77
carbon finish amp boxed, mint,
£380. Roksan Xerxes Artmize
Shiraz, black ash, boxed.
excellent cond. £750 ono. Tel:
Jules 01792 280 061 (Oct(l)

WANTED. B&W DM70
improved loudpeakers with
curved 702 electrostatic units
{or Sony SS 7000
electrostatics). Any condition
or parts Or spares considered
Tel: 01703 732 024 or 01373
822 767 (Oct(l)

NAKAMICH! BX300/BX202
£300 each ono. Nakamichi
CAGSE pre-amplifier £200.
Powerfamp NAD 902, new
£150 ono.. Russian valve amp,
new £400 Luxman receiver
£150..Luxman T12 tuner £300.
Thorens 125 £100. |BL 4410
£400. Tel: 01494 721 274
(Amersham, Bucks) (Oct)

WANTED: QUAD 67 CD.
Tel: 01452 523 077 or 0385

381 699 (Oct(l)

NAIM NAT-02 Tuner. New
style, little used and in excellent
condition. Boxed £550. Tel:
01746 766 236 (Oct())

NAIM SBL Latest drive units,
Mana stands and 2x7m cable
£975. Naim Nait 3 & Chord
interconnect £350. Rega Ela and
2x5m cable £300. Tel: 01273
326 556 (Oa(l)

CASTLE HARLECH Speakers,
cherry, 3 months old, cost £875
new. Offers around half price?.
Tel: 0121 455 7375
{Birmingham) (Oct(l)

MUSICAL FIDELITY A1000.
50w Class A amplifier £950.
Living Voice Auditorium
loudspeakers £850. Monarchy
22B 20bit DAC £450. Pair 6m
Metors silver coated
joudspeaker cable £85. Tel:
0161 291 9331 (Oct(l)

KRELL FPB 300 Power amp

£7500 (£9500) Krell KRC3

Mk2 preamp £2500 (£3250).
Both units 3 months old,

boxed, mint with full 5 year
warranty. No dreamers
please. Tel 0141 248 2948
(Oct(ly

SUGDEN OPTIMA CD Player
£300. Ruthwell passive/active
preamp £250. TDL Studio 0.5
foudspeakers £200. Various
classical CDs (2-10 shift
worker) Tel: 01254 606 272
(Oct(l)

LEAK TLI12 (2 pairs) £550 per
pair or £1000 the lot. Leak
Stereo 20 (x3) from '£225.
Garrard 401/SME 3012 £350.
Cambridge Audio R50 mint,
offers. Wharfedale Airedale
corner units £220. Lockwood
LE| cabs £40. Stentorian
corner units £30. Tel: 07970
416197 (Oct(l)

LINN LP12 + Cirkus + Lingo +
Ekos Mk2 + Benz Micro Ruby
open cartridge (new £1 600) +
Mana two level table £1800.
Sony Professional Walkman
WMD6C + Naim power supply
£175 {new over £450) All the
equipment new and little used.
Tel: 0181 670 6411 (Oct(l)

MERIDIAN 562V with 516 mm
phono £525; 563 DAC (20-bit
upgrade to 566) £525; 506
Mk2 CD £495; 518 audio
processor £575; MSR £40;
boxed, immaculate. Tel: 01380
859526 email:
neil@Akjaerlig.force9.co.uk

(Oct(l)

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

ROKSAN XERXES, walnut,
XPSHI/DSU, Tabriz-Zi £550.
Meridian 506 CD player, 2 years
old, £525. Naim mm boards,
suit 62 preamp £30. All in very
good condition with boxes. Tel:
Richard 07970 862 187
(W.London) (Oct(l)

LINN KABERS, best spec
{Granite stands, Ku-stone lined,
creamic tweeter, etc) £875
(new £2000). NVA A80
monoblocks £675 (£1650).
NVA P80 pre-amp, £175
(£450). CableTalk Broadcast 2
£60 (£110). Chord Flatline
4.5m £55 (£110). Tel: day 0370
893531, eve 0118 9412221
(Berks.). (Oct(l)

NAIM S$.B.L. speakers, black ash,
mint condition. These superb
speakers can be demonstrated
in a 52/135’s system. £850 ono
Tel: 01443 405347 (Oct(l)

MICROMEGA STAGE 5 (£600),
Naim NAC 92 new style (£330)
NAP 90 old style (£150) TDL
RTL2 (£130). Al mint boxed.
Tel: Naheed 0973 451164/
01268 40607 (day) (Oct(l)

MERIDIAN 500/566, £1450.
Meridian 502/557, £1695. Linn
Keilidhs, plinths, LK400 £495.
Cyrus Isoplat, £17. Sondek
armboard for RB300, £7. Audio
Technica ATH9000 Electret
headphones, their best, £145.
Tel: 01793 526796 (Oct(l)

KEF REFERENCE 105/3 black
joudspeakers vgc. Little used,
been in storage. Cost new
£2200, asking £800. Audiolab
8000T tuner vgc asking for
£400. Tel: 0115 9223677
anytime (Oct(l)

Audio Innovations 800
Anniversary amplifier. Boxed
with certificate, just serviced,
mint condition £700 ono,

Pioneer PD| CD 9 months
old, remote, as new £75 Tel:
Jonathon 01608 811908
eves. (Oct(l)

PAIR OF GALE AS 401
speakers, boxed, £200. Chord
Chameleon interconnect leads,
unused, boxed, £40 (cost £85).
Tel: 01606 554272 (Cheshire)

(Oct)
ot
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Looking for tha rare piece of vinfage equipment
[hat exofic companent or valve to complete your audio project,
thal rare record, tat elusive Hi-Fi bargain
o7 Just a greal day ouf, then why not come to:

" AUDIOFAIR 98"

alfuared in the superb Gade Theafre af Watersmeet where rounds of the Joung
musician of the year are held, this is an event not to he mlssed

WATERSMEET

High Streef, Rickmansworth, Hertfordshire
Sunday 4th October 1998
[1.00am - 4.30pm

Admission £2.00 Stallholders £20.00
Light Refreshments and Free Parking

Contact:- 6 T Audio Tel/Fax 01895 833099

By car:- 5 minutes from Junction 18 [M25] 10 minutes from Junclion 6a [MI]
By Train:- 3 minutes walk from Rickmansworth Station [Metropolitan and Chiltern Railways)




salers must not advertise in the Private Classified section. Monthly consecutive insertions
| be considered Trade advertising. The Publisher reserves the right to judge submissions.

|CIAL SUGDEN Service,

airs, and upgrades. Sales of

/ and reconditioned SUGDEN
io products. Prices from £150
uding carriage for recons with
rantee. Full details available.

- Audio Synergy 01924 406
 (Jul99(l)

AIM/LINN/MANA

Y/SELL ALL ITEMS

.52, CDS, SCAP, SNAXO,
CAP, NAXO, 135, 250, SBL,

, 180, 140, 72, 32, MANA
. Tel: Bob 01382 819 732

VITALISE YOUR Cartridge.

hy waste money ofi a new
tridge. Have yours rebuilt by

. van den Hul giving exceptional
rformance and low record

ar. Retips from £210. Tel: 0181
7 4280 (Oct(l)

VITALISE YOUR Vinyl
llection. Invest in your record
llection with a van den Hul
rtridge. Priced from £250 to
000 they offer exceptional
rformance and low record
ear. Tel: 0181 997 4280 (Oc(l)

FUDIO 12 Stereo Decoder for
roughline tuner. Assembled and
igned PCB with instructions
18.50. Boxed, mains powered
utboard unit ready to use
56.50. Tel: 01736 798 393
Nov(l)

NTERCONNECT CABLES:
{andmade. Silver plated
ystrument wire PTFE insulated
ores. Transparent silicone

ubber sleeving. Neutrik Profi
rofessional phono plugs Gold
lated electrodes. PTFE insulator.
pring loaded earth ring. Soldered
»n with silver bearing solder.
tereo pairs to | metre £125. To
. metre £165. Contact
3eauchamp Acoustics Tel: 0181
)55 3019. Fax 0181 286 6096
Oct)

HI-FI WORLD

WANTED - EARLY HI-FI
LOUDSPEAKERS

Tannoy, Lowther, Parmeko,
Voigt, Vitavox, RCA WE etc
TURNTABLES

Garrard, BBC301, EMT SME,
Ortofon, Decca, etc.

VALVE AMPLIFIERS

AE!, EMI, Leak, Rogers, PYE-
Quad, WE etc

AUDIO VALVES

DA30, KT66, KT88, PX4,PX25,
PP3/350,WE300

CLEAR CRYSTAL SYSTEMS
John Petrie-Baker

Tel: 0171 328 9275

REPAIRS, MODIFICATIONS,
Restorations and up-grades to all
amplifiers, ancient and modern.
One-off's built to order, kits
debugged. Power supplies, P.A.
amps etc. Tel: 01642 860 881
Jan99(1)

E.A.D. T800O Laser/CD high
end transport. Just serviced by
manufacturers, comes with free
RF demodulator (worth £600).
Fabulous quality machine.
Wrapped in 24 ct gold. New
£4500, sell for £2800 ono.
Tel/Fax: Audio Visual Concepts
01628 440 873 (Oct(l)

LINN PMS Isobarik speakers
(teak) with black stands,.Naim
Naxo Active croosover,.Snaps
PSU..£600 ono..Bush ACI | valve
radio,.£65 ono..Cream Garrard
301 motor unit,.original
manuals,.£150
ono..Te!:.01480497730 (Oct())

EX DEM Micromega Stage 5
£500 Micromega drive / DAC
£1000 Audio Innovations 200
£375. Orelle DA 180 DAC
£380 Many used items: Audio

Analoge Donizetti £400
Tangent RS8 speakers £250
Part ex welcome. Island Hi-Fi
Centre. Tel: 01983 563 993.
(Oc(l)

INTERFERENCE/RESONANCE
SHIELDING: CuPads and CDRoof
- unique internal and external
copper accessories to get the
maximum from your current
equipment. For brochure:
Kopperae, PO Box 6884, Dundee,
DD5 |YB or Tel: 07970 654 356
(Dec(})

LINN KLOUT £999. Naim NAC
72 £399. Castle Chester |l new
£499. Castle Howard Il x dem
£999. Micromega Stage One, x
display (£550) £229. Cyrus 11/PSX
metal case £349. Hi Fi purchased.
Special prices on certain Audiolab
items. Objective Audio Tel: 01279
426647 or 0973 452368 (Oct(l)

STUDER A727 CD £750, Studer
A710 £550, Studer ABO £950,
Studer B62 £600, EMT 948 £550,
EMT 950 £750, Nagra VS £1500,
Revox PR99 £950, Studer C37
£2000. Tel: 01246 235024 Fax:
01246 550421 (Oct)

BEAUCHAMP ACOUSTICS
Vintage Hi-Fi repairs and sales of
valve equipment and tape
recorders, record playing
equipment. Rebuilds also
undertaken etc. Tel: 0181 255
3019 Fax: 0181 286
6096.(Twickenham) (Oct)

EPOS ES 30 spkrs, 6 mths old,
cost new £2300, asking £1400.
Acoustic Precision ‘Eikos’ spkrs,
&mths old, cost new £800, asking
£425. Tel: 01296 437314
(Aylesbury) (eves) (Oct(l)

BUY-SELL-EXCHANGE. Vintage
wireless and classical audio.
Repairs, spares, restoration,
modification to all valve
equipment. Quad I, Leaks etc.

Regonda and Vega T.V. and Radio

parts in stock. |7 Bell Street.
NWI 5BY. Tel: 0171 258 3448
Fax Q171 258 3449 (Apr99)

SPECIAL
INTERNET
OFFER SEE
PAGE 138 FOR
DETAILS

CHORD CPA 2200 remote amp,
cost new £2200, asking £1450
(fatest spec). Acoustic Precision
‘Eikos’ CD player, recently
upgraded, cost new £2200, asking
£1450. Tel: 01296 437314
(Aylesbury) (eves) (Oct(l)

SALE SALE Sony F220 amp
excellent £50. Naim 42.5 £80.
Stax SR34 £95. Arcam Alpha 3
£129. DPA LBIt DAC £139
(£450). Denon PMA920 £150
(£300). Marantz CD67SE (new)
£249. TDL T2'S rosewood £450
(£600). Trio KD1033 T/T £39.
Tannoy M20 Gold Spks. £85. Tek
Jim 01206 10392 (Colchester)
(Oct(l).

JT HORN loudspeakers gives
music simply astonishing clarity
and dynamics with stunning
imaging and depth. Exciting
without fatigue, just wonderful
music. Probably the most
affordable horns around. For
information on our horns also
our horn loudspeaker cabinets
sale, write to or telephone:

JT Horn Loudspeakers, 4 Datchet
Close, Littleover, Derby DE23
7SQ Tel: 01332 512510 (Oc(l)

ION SPARES and rebuilds.
Obelisk, SAM, Xpac. mm/mc card
conversions. Also broken
equipment wanted, especially
Xpacs and 3X. Tel: 01829 260208
(Oct(l)

ACTIVE CROSSOVERS designed
and built to your exact
requirements. Prices start from
£400. Passive and Active pre-amps
built to your exact specification.
Testing/measuring service
available. Passive crossovers &
cabinet work undertaken. Contact
IMMORTAL COILS on 01480 497
730 (Nov(l)
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DNV

THE ORIGINAL
SOLID CORE

Virtual Reality

audio systems
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P.O Box 383 Brentwood Essex CM 14 4GB

Tel : 01277 227355 Fax ;01277 224103
email: Info@virtuair.demon.co.uk
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Trade Mark of New Transduc:

55100

Next Revolution...
Next Generation...

{[i[m]n

X-S

@ Super-slim NXT" flat panel technology. & Ultra-wide sound dispersion,
eliminates 'hot-spots'.

& Compatible with any source component,
CD Walkman - PC - Hi-Fi system. @ Flexible positioning allows
complete harmonisation with

& Active subwoofer with integral high i :
any living environment.

performance amplification for satellite speakers.

Voted Europe's most innovative product of '98-'99 by

20 independent journalists from 20 different countries.

Mission Group, Huntingdon, PE18 6ED England. Tel: +44 (0)1480 451777 Fax: +44 (0)1480 432777 email:info @mission.co.uk http:/www.mission.co.uk





