
Miraciidae:	
Amonardia	perturbata	Lang,	1965	

Lateral	view	–	Adult	Female	





Amonardia	perturbata	Lang,	1965	
A	species	that	is	easily	confused	with	several	other	miraciids		that	also	
occur	along	the	British	Columbia	coast.		Important	Identifying	
characteristics	include	the	unique	basis	of	the	first	thoracic	leg,	with	its	
accessory	knob,	and	the	armature	of	the	fourth	thoracic	leg	(P-4)	
exopodite.		
			
With	its	chunky	body	and	strong	maxillipeds,	the	life	style	of	the	species	
could	be	compared	with	that	of	a	worker	ant.		The	first	thoracic	legs,	with	
strong	setae	on	the	exopodite	and	two	terminal	predatory	setae	on	the	
endopodite,	provide	a	means	of	scraping	food	(e.g.,	diatoms)	off	eelgrass	
and	algae.		Although	body	shape	and	nature	of	thoracic	legs	suggest	the	
potential	for	swimming,	and	dispersal,	movement	over	the	food	source	
(eelgrass	&	macro	algae)	would	appear	more	important	than	swimming	
expeditions	to	new	food	sources.	
	
In	British	Columbia,	Amonardia	perturbata	has	so	far	been	found	
associated	with	eelgrass	in	the	Bamfield	area	and	in	Haida	Gwai.	
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Amonardia	perturbata	Lang,	1965	
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