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CHAPTER 18 


PRIVATE SCHOOL LICENSING 


STATEMENT OF REASONS 


Pursuant to Wyo. Stat §21-2-401, the Wyom ing Department of Education shall 

administe r and set m inimum standards for licensure of Private Schools. Additionally, Section 

9501 of ESEA as amended by No Ch ild l eft Behind (Nel B), requ ire5 provision of equitab le 

services and other benefits in comparison to services and other benefits for public school 

children, teachers, and other educatio nal personnel 

Chapter 18 Rules and Regulat ions have been amended to include updated annua l 

reporting requirements as approved by t he Wyoming State Board of Education (SBE) and 

requi red by ESEA. The Wyomin g Department of Ed ucation (WOE) consu lted with the SBE 

relative to t he annual reporting requirements of Private K-12 Non-Religious schools in 

Wyoming. 2012 Federal Monitoring of Title III - English language Learners (ELL) requires WOE 

to imp le ment a process for collecting Ell student informat ion. This requ irement is met through 

t he addit ion of Section 15(B) of th e Rules. 

Addi tionally, adjustme nts have been made to the authority and the common core of 

knowledge and ski lls to ensu re alignment with WyominB State Statute. The cu rrent Chapter 18 

Ru les and Regulations refer to older statute which granted authority of Private School Licensing 

to the Wyoming St ate Board of Educat ion. Current Private School Licensing Statute §21-2-401 

charges WOE with admi nistering and setting minim um standards for licensure. Common core 

of knowledge and skills has also been revised to align with the adjusted description in Wyo. Stat 

§21-9-101. 

These rules meet the min imum substantive state statutory requ irement s and arc with in 

the Depa rtment 's statutory aut hority. 



WYOMING ll~:rARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
RULES AND REGULATIONS ON PRlVATE SCHOOL L1CEKSING FOR 


SUDENTS IN NON-RELIGIOUS ELi::::MENTARY AND SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS 


CHAPTER 18 

Section 1 Purposes 

The purposes of the rules are· 

(b) To estab lish minimum licensing standards for privllt<: non-religiolls 
elementary and secondary schools. 

Sect ion 2. Aulhorit:y. 

Section 3. Applicability. 
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Sectiun 4. Am en dment of Rules. 

hecome effective as provided by the 
16-3- 103 ). 

Section 5 Definitions. 

(b) COlllillon Core of Skills. Ski ll s e<lch student is expeCll;:d to 
demonstratc at levels establ ished by the school. 

Section fl . \Vyoming Statutes. 

All private school '"W,"w'" p,ug' "'" 
programs shall 
including through 
W. S. 35-1-102, W.S . 35-9-107, W.S. 35 -9-1 21 , \V.S 

Section 7 . Common Core or Knuwl~d ge . 

a) ReadinglLimguage arts; 

b) Socilll stud ies; 

c) ivl athematics: 

d) Science; 

e) Fine arts and performing arts: 

f) Phys ica l education; 

g) Heal th and safety; 

h) llumanities; 
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i) Career/vocational education; 
j ) Foreign cultures and language; 
k) Applied technology; 
I) Government and civics including state and kderal constitutions 

pursuant toW,S. 21-9-102. 

Section 8. Common Core of Skills. 

All students shaH meet student performance standards at the level set by tile 
school in the following skills: 

a) Problem solving; 

0) coIT",wni,","o",,; 

0) 

d) 
e) Creativity; 

f) Life Skills, includi ng personal financial managemeni skills. 


Section 9. Instruction in State and Federal Constitutions, 


and devotion to American institution and ideals 

Section 10. Transfl.'rofRccords. 

Section 11. Special Education. 

The private school shall have a written procedme for notifying parcnts if 
the school child may have a disabling condition and that a disabled 

public school services under W.S. 21-2-501 and P.L. 10 1-476 
and amendments 

Section 12. Teacher Certiticatioll and Administration. 

(a) Except as provided in (c). all professional educational staff members 
ass igned to the private school's educ<llional program must have certificates with 
the necessary endorsements covering specific Hssignment(s) and all educational 
staff members musi bl: assigned in <lccordance with thl: certificates and 
endorsements as specified in the ecrtific<liion rcgul<ltions set by the Professional 
reaching Standards Board. 
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Teaching Standards Board 

Section 13. Administrative Responsi bilities. 

Pupil 

Sect ion 14. School Year. 

program shall be operated in conformance 

Sectioll 15 Annual Reporting. 

The private school report to th e State Board of 
Education \vh ich shall 

(a) Number of students enrolled in the schoo l on October I <! of the school 

(b) Performance nK1rics on assessments; 

NUlllber of days students are in school; number of instructional hours 

Cd) The schoors recommended course of study for college-bound students 
and percent of students who have s uccessfu lly completed the course of study; 

(e) The number of students involved in extra-curricular activities and 
events: 

Cf) School improvement goals; 
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Section 16. Monitorin g. 

The private school .~hfl ll suhmit to on-site invest igation and evaluation by 
the State LJepart ment of Education. 

Section 17. L icensing. 

Section 18. Appeal. 

18-5 



WYOMING DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
RULES AI\D REGULATIONS ON PRIVATE SCIIOOL LICENSING FOR 


SUDENTS IN NON~RELIGIOUS ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY 

SCHOOLS 


CHAPTER 18 

Section 1. Pur poses 

rhe pUfposes oftht: rules aft:: 

(,) 
child Hllending a private non-religious elernemary 
satisry the compulsory attendance lHws, and to ensure that consistcnt with \V.S. 
21-2-401 thrOllgh 21-2-407 such schools shall he liccnsed hy the ~~ 
~Wyoming Deparuncnt of Lducation 

(b) To establish minimum licensing standards for private non-religious 
elementary andle!' secondary schools_ 

Section 2 Authority. 

-I'hese rules arc promulgatt:d pursuant to W.S 21-4- J0 I through 21-4-107 
and \V.S. 21-2-40 I through 2 1-2-407 and have heen adopted hy lhe ~ 
~ Wyoming Department o!Tducation as authorized by the \Vyoming 
Administmtive Proct:dures Act (W.S. 16-3-102 through 16-3-115). 

Section 3. Applicahility. 

rhese rules ~net~ govern tht: operation of private 
elt:mentary andtaf secondary schoo ls operating for the purpose of satisfying W.S 
21-4-101 through 2 1-4-107 and W.S. 21-2-40 I through 21-2-407 in the Swte of 
Wyoming. These rules do not apply to <lny parochial, church or religious school 
as dcfined by \V.S. 21-4-1 Ol(a)(iv), or home-hased educational programs as 
defined hy W.S. 21-4-10 I (a)(v). aircraft flight training schools approved and 
authorized by the federal aviation agency of the United States of America, or a 
nundcgrcc-grantillS school teaching technigues of outdoor recreation. kudcrship, 
ecology, or const:rvation domiciled in the state of Wyoming. Any changt:s in 
school accreditation rules and regulations, Chapter 6 ¥l, will apply to these ruks 
and regulations also 



Section 4. Amendment of Rules. 

Any amendments to these rules shall hecome effective liS provided by the 
Administrative Procedures Act (W.S. 16-3-1(3) 

Section 5. Definitions. 

(a) Common Core of Knowledge. Areas nfknow!edge each student is 
expected to acquire at levels established by the school. 

(b) Common Core of Skills. Skill s each student is expected 10 
demonstrate (It levels estllblished by the school. 

(c) License. A non-tnmsfcrable certificate issucd by the Stat-e Wyoming 
Department of Education to a private sch(}{)lloc(lled within this state wfl.iffi that 
perm its the school to solicit. ofier, and maint(lin courses of instruction in 
compliance with the provisions of the privatc school licensing act ami the rules 
and regulations of the ~ Wyoming Depanment (1f ]·dw.;atiun 
promulgated pursuant to the act 

(d) Private School. Any nonpuhlic. elemcntary or secondary school 
providing a basic academic educational program for chi ldren in grades K-12. See 
also Section 3. Applicabil ity. 

Program. Any or all of the private schvc l-sponsored or supported 
opportunities for students either within or beyond the school day. 

Section 6. Wyoming Statutes. 

All private school education programs and the pcrsonnel within those 
programs shall comply with the applicable safety and hca lth statutcs of Wyoming 
including hut not limited to W.S. 14-3-201 through 14.3-215 , \V.S. 21-4-309, 
\V.S. 35·1-102, W.S. 35-9-107. \V.S. 35-9-121, Voi.S. 35-9-505. 

Section 7. Common Cure of Knowledge. 

All students shall meet the student performance standards at the level set by 
the school in the following areas of knowledge: 

a) RcadingiLangllageA drts; 

h) Social £-stlldies; 

c) Mathematics; 

d) Science; 

e) Fine A arts and P-performjng A--arts; 

t) Physical !;.education:! 

g) Heal th and &-~afety; 
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h) Humanities; 
i) Career ~<,--I.. ocation"l education : 
j) foreign H ultures and ~~ language: 
k) Applied +-technology:; 
I) Government and !.:ivics including state and Ii:dcral constitutions 

pursuant 10 W.S . 2\-9-1 U2. 

Section S. Common Core of Skills. 

All students shall meet student performance standards at the level set by the 
school in the following skills' 

a) Problem b solving: 
b) Interpersonal H omlTlllnications: 
c) Keyboarding and C-computer A-applications; 
d) Critical + thinking; 
e) Creativity; 
t) Life Skills, t--mcluding CarBia~uhH81l8:f! ' Re.lu'ilat"e 1 (('PI,) \FaiRi l go 

personal linan!.:ial management skills. 

Section 9. lnstrudion in Statl! and Federal Constitutions. 

Schools shall give instruction in the essentials of the United States 
Constitution and the Constitution of the State of Wyoming, including the study of 
and devot ion to American inslitlltion and ideals. 

Section 1 n. Transfer of Records. 

rhe private school's educational program shall ensure the transfer of all 
pertinent educmional records to a public, private, or parochial education institut ion 
that requests these records for the admission or re-admission of a student 

Section 11. Special Ed ucation. 

The private school sbt!!l have a written procedure for notifying parents if 
the school suspects a chil d may have a disabling condition and that a disabled 
child has a right to public school services under W.S . 21 -2-501 and PL. 101-476 
and amendmcnts . 

Section 12. Teacher Certification and Administration. 

(a) Except as provided in (c), all professional educational staff members 
assigned to the private school's educational program shaH must have certificates 
with the necessary endorsements covering speeitic assignrnent(s) and all 
educational staff members must be assigned in accordance with the certificates 
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and endorsements as specified in the certification regulations set by the 
Professional Teaching Standards Board 

(b) A ch ief administrator fo r the educat ional programs ~ must be 
certifi ed as an administrator under lhe certifi cation regulati ons established by the 
Professional TCl1citing Stan nards Board. 

(c) Should any professional staff member or administrator not qual ify for 
cen ification or endorsement by the Professional Teaching Standards BOl1rd, the 
private school shall provide notificat ion to all parents and the public that their 
teachers are not certifi ed by the sta le. 

Section 13. Ad m inistrative Responsibilities. 

(a) Tmnsporta lion used for students as part of the private school's 
educationa l progmm shall comply with the most recent edition of Wyoming Pupil 
TnlIlsportation Manual. 

(b) The private school' s educational program shall be covered by an 
Emergency Operating Plan . 

Section 14. Schoul Yea r , 

program shall be operated in conformance 

Section J 5 Annua l Reporting. 

The private school shall provide an annual report to the Slate BOl1rd of 
Education which slmll include the following: 

(a) DfSJltltlt FElI!5 j.; r gflifi~s 9 llua~Number of student.s enrolled in 
the school on October],' ofthc school ~car by grade (K-12): number ofSludents 
dropping Oul of grades 9- [2: during me school year: number of students 
completing high school and receiving a dip)\)ma issued by }our school during the 
end of the school year; 

(b) SeRtlsla ·"Fsges feF stslHlanl aeRie eA el I \hi:; gi en la all shltlents SF 
·slassesilltiA the sehael Perfonnanec metric~ on asscssmeO!s : 

(c) ~~.;.roc~l~ 

By graee Ie ell· ·RtlergarteA tRFell~h~ Number of dllY:; siudellls arc III schoo!: 
number ofinstmclional hOUN each day ; 

(d) The school ' s recommended course of study fo r college-bound students 
llnd p<:rccnt of students who have successfully completed the course ofsludy; 
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fe-} ~RAa ulIma"r effl8Ffieifl8nls ill fltlr<!fli BtHI eell1munil~ 
i~~egrttms 'ilhiAlhe,eOOtti ; 

(I) Ttl! AHAher efflBff'AIBi 'lsil5 I~ I~; 

(c g) The numher of students involved in extra-curricular activil ies:-lmd 
events; 

(h) I he fl~ri!enlage flllh<! ~i!ha I"!i \oI1:Hlg<!1 Sflf'fIt a I in.lfI:II;liell. 

(i) !oidIa 1g 181' rl r Ihlt yt'dr-; 

~iflliaRl3feHeFt.. heillgltlae to-R'ItirHt~...~ 
tAt! <!eHeatil:llItll ttHBlit_ ami e~]tf~ lke-sl;htll:ll. iflel!HfAg leBEh<!r 
re"BflUUf'AaatiAflS; 

to School imprO\t!tnt:nt goa ls 

(g) Numba orEnglish l.eamer Students ...nrolh:d in tho: school: name 01 
English languagc rrolicit:ncy a'S~c~stnc:nl used 10 dCll'rmint' Fngli~h language 
status: sco~c ror each student reportcd 

0·) ~fI, elher iRfernlllli[ nile sehae! h<!lie ~o F<!le ar I hIli e IlBrefll5· 

Section 16. :\lonitoring. 

The private school sha ll suhmit to on-sile investigation and evaluation hy 
the State Department of Education 

Section 17. Licensing. 

°l'he pri vate school shall submit evidence of compliance with licensing 
rcquin:menls of W.S. 21-2-401 through W.S. 21-2-407 The school ,Hid shall 
submit an application ~llS 115 th~ Mate De~BFtmeRt ufE81l~arar s~all 

fe«uiFe . AIlflfllieutien far the rene 81 af a license 'Shall be suhrnilll!a h) lui) I ulA 

!.'sell ,ear Sf] fflFRtS flF8 -Sfiel!a 1:1) Il:Ie S1(lle DeflBFlmeAt I'll' ~ableatitJn I:I~ 
T a IlllRarea (S200.00) aflfllieatil:lll BF renl! AI fee 8) I:lheel I:If IReRe) ereler 111110[11.' 
~a)aBle 18 Ihe Siall! af nt) amiflg. lit) all ing Siale l)eflaFtm~HI afEEI~l:lali8R ana 
neeampaniea 8) lite SeMElS]",; a lilli'll reperb-ror license rene\\al and the school's 
annual report before lul:- I of each :-ear on forms prescribed by the Wyoming 
Department ofEducationo With the rorms. the school shall also submit an 
application or renc\\al fce oft....-u hundred dollars ($200.00) by ched. or money 
order m;rdc payahle to the Stale of Wyoming. Wyoming State Ucpartmcnt of 
l:.ducation. 
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Section 18. Appeal. 

Applicants whose licenses are denied or suspended may appeal through 
procedures outl ined by thl: Wyoming Administrative Pmcl:uurcs Act. \V.S. 16·3

1 3 ~tfUli ePfBeeBolfes Ael. 


