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THE TAXONOMIC STATUS OF CYNOGLOSSUM LATIFOLIUM 
(BORAGINACEAE) 

R. R. MrLL 

ABSTRACT. The Australian species Cynoglossum /atifo/ium R. Br. is considered sufficiently 
distinct to warrant recognition at generic rank. The name Austrocynog/ossum, proposed for the 
species by Popov but never pub1ished, is here va1idated for the first time. Morpho1ogica1, 
pa1ynological and chemical evidence for the segregation of this species from Cynog/ossum L. and 
its allies is presented, together with a discussion ofthe relationships ofthe new genus with others 
in the tribe Cynoglosseae. 

Cynoglossum latifolium R. Br. (Boraginaceae) is a distinctive plant inhabiting 
forests in Australia and Tasmania. Most recently it was awarded sectional rank 
as C. sect. Axillaria by Ried! (1962), the section being defined by the flowers 
solitary in the leaf axils. 

In his account of Cynoglossum L. for Flora URSS, Popov (op. cit. 19: 658, 
1953; translation 1974) observed ' ... the Australian C. latifolium R. Br. is 
unquestionably a separate genus, Austrocynoglossum M. Pop.'. He did not 
provide a description of his 'new genus', however, nor did he present any 
argument to support the statement quoted above, and the name 
Austrocynoglossum has remained a nomen nudum. As the morphological, 
palynological and chemical evidence strongly supports Popov's opinion, I take 
this opport1,1nity of providing a formal account of the genus here. 

Austrocynoglossum M. Popov ex R. Mill, gen. nov. (Boraginaceae, tribe 
Cynoglosseae). 
Syn.: Cynoglossum L. subgen. Paracynoglossum (M. Popov) H. Ried! sect. 

Axillaria H. Ried! in Öst. Bot. Zeitschr. 109: 393 (1962). 
Ab omnibus generibus in tribu inclusis caulibus setulis aculeiformibus 

ferentibus, floribus infra insertionem foliorum superiorum exorientibus calyce 
in parte receptaculari densissime piloso valde differt. 

Herba perennis effusa. Caules debiles tenues ramosi, tuberculis remotis 
magnis praediti, tuberculi setulos acu!eiformes rebustos plerumque ferentes. 
Folia basalia nulla. Infernodia caulina longa, folia alterna, unumquidque saepe 
folio mu!to minore in axillo ferens, omnia (suprema excepta) petiolata. Petiota 
alata. Flores solitares, juxta vel paulo infra insertionem petiolorum foliorum 
superiorum dispositi, sie racemam foliosam formantes. Pedicelli longissimi 
filiformes in caulem decurrentes. Calyx ad 4/5 divisus, lobi ovati integri acuti, 
pars inferior indivisa receptacu!aris densissime pilosa, alibi multo minus 
pilosus. Corolla caerulea, interdum alba, breviter campanulata; tubus Iimbus 
subaequans, Iimbus ad faucem leviter expansus, ad basem divisus. Fornices 
humiles, late triangulares ad semilunares. Fifamenta brevissima. Antherae 
oblongo-ovoideae, in medio tubi insertae. Annulus nullus. Stylus brevis; stigma 
capitatum. Nuculae 4, ad gynobasem areola prismatico-triangulare parva 
super funiculum breve affixae, obovatae, facies ventra!is glabra, dorsalis 
convexa ± compressa immarginata, dense glochidiato-acu!eata. 
Type species: A. latifolium (R.Br.) R. Mill (vi:de infi·a). 
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