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and Anrerica. I believe, rvith this paper, to l.rave discussed the

principal points rvhere Lederer cannot be followed' I may say, in

cortclnsion, that lly former use of Parasticlttis,Ilirbn', Verz', type

susllecta, is warrauted, since the other species {ollow didyma to

Alamea, Ochs., r8r6, nec Lederer. __
SOX{tr SPECItrS OF DIPT.ERA INHABITING OR FRDQUENT.

1NG THE WTIEAT FIELDS OF 'THE NiIDDLE WEST.

tsY F. XI. WEBSTER, WOOSTER! OHIO'

'I'he swarms of sma11 Diptera that arc to be fotlnd in the fields of fall

wheat in Ohio,Ir.rdiana and lilinois, during late atltumn and in early spring,

seldom fail to attract the attention of the enbomologist who has occasion

to visit these fields at the above mentioned seasons. That some species

are attracted to these fields as niere visitants is indicated by the

accompanying list, but that manv others breeC there, either upon the living

or the dead poltiorrs of t'lre rv}reat plants, is as clearly apparent'

It has been my cristom each year to sow a small patch of wheat as

eariy as possible, in older Lo attract the various inhabitents amollg insects'

in ordel to study them. In August, t897, a small plat of lvheat was sown

at the Experiment Station at \trIc.roster, Ohio, ancl late in the fall, under

my direction, a large nnmber of these piants $,ere transferred to a breeding

cage in the insectar.y,and the resuits of this breeding were carefirliy watched

by rny former assistaut, I'lr. C. lV' \Ially. During the following April

the various experiment plats of rvheat rvere swept rvith an insect net and

the resr.rlts properly preserved.
l'rom the rvheat plants enclosecl in a breeding cage, in the insectary'

tltcr c emcrged, dtrring f)ecetitber, the foliorling spccies of flics :

Ctcidomyia tlcstructor, Say. Oscittis dorsnta, Loew'

Cecidonryia, sp? Oscittis coxen'dix, tr-ilch'

/)i\/osis, sp.? Oscittis unhrosa, Loew'

Sciaria, sps.? (z) Oscittis carltonaria, I'oew'

Phorbia ruf ceps,T,ett. Osciais trtgranma, Loew'

Phorbia cinet'ella,Iia1len. Ceratontlza dorsalis,I'oew'
J[er o nlt z tt A me r ican a, F rtch'
From the same lot of rvheat plants there a'ppeared during the follo$'-

ing Aplil :

Dipiosis, syt.?

C'/tironontus, s1t.?

Oscittis cttt ltottttt'ia, Loew'
Btbto Val/iPes, SaY.
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Sweeping the wheat plats during April gave us the following species,
some of them being, clearly, mere visitants :
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Sciara, sps.? (:)
R/zamp/tomyia, sp.?

Rib io alb ipentt.is, Say.
C/tironomus, sp.?

Phor a y' achy netu.o n, Loew.
P/rora spiniprr, Coq.
Prtora, sp.?

Phorbia ruficeps, Zett.
Phorhia cinere//a, Fallen.
P/torbia, sps,? (3)
B orhorus egu irtus, Fallen.

D iast ata nebu /os a, Fallen.
Elachipte ra lo ngul a, Loew

Limosina crd,ssintana, Haliday. Po/lenia rudis, Iiabr.

D rosop lr i / a fun e b r i s, F abr.
Tet ano cer a ! i ct ip es, Loew.
Sep edon arnz i12cs, Loew.
Scato/ h aga furc(tt a, Say.

Scat op /t ag a s I er co r ar i a, Linn.
I{2elomyia, sps.? (3)
Ant/tomyia, sp.?

Sc/to en o ntlt z a rlo rs a / i s, Loew,
Cenosia aerna, Fabr,
Cyn omy ia cadda eriile, Desv.
M7 osp ila md itabunda, Fabr.

Lo n c/t of t e r a y' un ctu m, M eig.
Lonc/toptera lutea, Panzer.

Oscinis cox enrlir, Fitch,
'Ihe determinations of the species, included in these lists, rvere made

for me by Mr. D. W. Coquillett, through the kindness of Dr. Howard.
It has, until recently. been almost impossible to get satisfactory deter-
minations of onr smaller species of Diptera, and the foregoing rists are
good illustrations of the constantly increa.sing value, to the worhers in
applied entomology, afforded by the Department of Insects at the U. S.
National Museum.

The University of the State of Missouri is to send an Entornological
Expedition into Southern Mexico this summer. It will be iu charge of
Prof. J. M. Stedman, head of the Entomological Department, and wili
have for its object the making of a biological (largely entomological)
stlrvey of the region from Vera Cruz on the Gulf, which is in perpetual
tropics, to the top of the volcano Popocatepetl, which is far above the
perpetual snow line, and down to Acapulco on the Pacific. This will
give all the temperature variations from perpetual tropics to perpetual
snow, and will allow of the study of life zones under conditions not to be
found elsewhere in North America. The collection will become the
property of the University, which is to furnish half the expenses, the
other half to be borne by prof. Stedman,




