


ELEMENTS
OF

HINDU • LAW

By
S.K. Routh, M.A.,LLB. (1ST Class).

\'	 •! N

With foreword by
Abdul Haq, B.Com ., LL.B.,Ph.D.,M.P.;
ducation Commission of Bangladesh;
erly Dean of the Faculty of Law,

Rajshahi University.

LA LAW BOOK HOUSE
EIAUJALAL MARKET
NILKHAT, DHAKA.



/
Published By
Md, AsrafUddin
Comilla Law Book House
Shahjalal Market
Nilkhat, Dhaka-1205.
Mobile : 01716544065 / 01811102837

Copy right: (All rights reserved by the publication)

First edition: 1974
Second edition : 2008
Reprinted: 2010

Reprinted - 201

Compose: Md. EñidadHssain
221/4 Bhashan Tek canttDhakL H

ISBN..: 984-300-000821-0

Distributor's

Central Law Book House	 New Al Jalal Agency
Islamia Market	 14. No. B.B Avenue

Nilkliat Dhaka 1205	 Pho : 9560285
Mobile: 01819882107 	 .

	

;,	 ..
-	 -"	

•

Price: Tk. 300/- (Three I1iñdred Only) 	 .

.t . _ .

•



U3	 3	 (1

-•k
•	 ;.:.	 ••;;

TO THE MEMORY
OF

LATE BIRENDRA NATH SARKAR, ADVOCATE,
ASSASSINATED BY THE OCCUPATION ARMY

AT HIS RESIDENCE AT RAJS14AI-1I
ON THE THIRD DAY OF APRIL, 1971.

, 2	 •	 .> -	 3.-..,

r	 2	 t1t.

	r 	 U-'

)	 I	 •	 33

N	 i..,	 '-14.. 1!	 3	 ?1

33	 I	 f	 2	 -13	 31

f

f 3	 1-	 -I	 F	 -'	 31' '	 I
.1	 134	 3	 N	 t	 t	 .L'i	 I	 I



FOREWORD
By

DR. A. W. M. ABDUL HAQ B.COM., LL.B.,Ph.D.,M.P.;
Member, Education Commission of Bangladesh;

Formerly Dean of the Faculty of Law,
Rajshahi University.

I have gone through the book "Elements of Hindu Law"
written by Mr. Sudhansu Kumar Routh. this is a new venture and
the book is the first of its kind in Bangladesh. While taking classes,
I used to advise my students to come forward to compose law
books, suitable to our own needs and it is heartening to note that
one of them has actually done it. The Hindu law has undergone
considerable changes in India but in our country it is still in its
original form. Since the problem touches the religious sentiment, it
is difficult for Muslim M.P.s to attempt any change in it. However,
the Hindu M.Ps may take the initiative for suitable changes in the
Hindu law in Bangla&sh, in the light of the Indian experience in
this field, by setting up a commission.

Written in simple and transparent language, the book gives a
very useful introductory survey of the subject, explaining with
lucidity the basic concepts and principles of Hindu law with
reference to the original Sanskrit texts and up to date judicial
decisions without entering into excessive detail. All technical
terms and allusions have been sufficiently explained to render
them fully intelligible. The most difficult chapters have been
explained with the help of charts and diagrams.

The book adequately describes its subject without
pretentiousness and the reader who wants to know about Hindu
law, will find enough in it.

I hope, the book will meet the long-standing requirements not
only of the students but also of those who are in legal profession.

Darikandi, bancharampur	 A.W.M. Abdul Haq.
Comilla.	 4-8-1973

The 4th August, 1973



OPININON

DEAN OF THE FACULTY OF LAW
UNIVERSITY OF CHITTAGONG.

Date-22-2-1974

I have gone through the' book "Elements of Hindu Law" by
Mr. S. K. Routh, M.A.,LL.B. Written in a simple, clear and lucid
style, the book is rich in contents and exibits great learning and
industry on the part of the author. the work may be justly regarded
as the locus classicus on the codified Hindu Law being a masterly
exposition of the Law in systematic and logical schemes. I have no
doubt that the book would be found useful by the Law students and
Lawyers.

REZAUR RAHMAN
Dean of the Faculty of Law,

University of Chittagong.
22-2-1974.



PREFACE
The book aims at explaining the principles underlying the

Hindu law in a straightforward way-straightforward both in
contents and in language.

There ought to appear here a long list of eminent authors to
whom lam indebted in the writing of this book. I hope that those
who find that they have been used will accept my sincere thanks
and apologies for what I have done with their own work. Any
suggestion for future improvement of the book would be
thankfully received.

My thanks are due to Dr. A. W. M. Abdul Haq, LL.B.,Ph.D.,
Member, Education Commission of Bangladesh and formerly
Dean of the Faculty of Law, Rajshahi University, Mr. Rezaur
Rahman, Advocate and Dean of the Faculty of Law, Chittagong
University, Mr. Tarun Kanti Sen, Advocate and Professor, Comilla
Law College and Mr. Jagat Bandhu Sen, M.A.,B.L., Advocate and
Professor, Chittagong Law College for their valuable suggestions
and guidance.

I am also indebted to Mr. SonataA Datta, Advocate, Mr.
Mozammel Huq, Government Pleader, Mr. M. A. Karim,
Advocate, Mr. Amiyangshu Sen, Magistrate, Class, Mr. Hasan
Morshed, LL.B., Magistrate l' Class, Mr. Enayet Karim,
M.A.,LL.B., and Mr. Md. Miran for their help and co-operation.

I am thankful to my younger brother Sreeman Sitangshu
Kumar Routh, M. A. (Double) and my friend Mr. Kamala Ranjan
Das for going through the proof sheets.

Leading cases were compiled by my friend, Mr. Md. Alam
Mian, LL.B. Miss Alaka Datta, B. Sc. and Miss Ratna Das, B. A.
(Hons) prepared the table of cases. The index was prepared by
Mrs. Nelie Routh and Mr. Dilip Kumar Kar, B. Sc. (Hons), M. Sc.

The employees of the Zilla Board Press, Comilla, specially Mr.
Serajul Islam Pahiwan and Mr. Nirmal Lai Sharma worked hard to
complete the book in time.

I offer my sincere thanks to all of them.

Rupakhali, Beguribari	 S. K. R.
Mymensing.

The 4th April, 1974
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