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THE CONVENTION AT WORK

Groundwork for the ACP and
ACP-EEC ministerial meetings
- The Council Bureau meets in Brussels -
— Dominican PM Eugenia Charles in the chair -

The Bureau of the ACP Council of
Ministers met in ACP House in Brus-
sels on 24 March, with Eugenia
Charles, the PM and Foreign Affairs
Minister of Dominica (Caribbean), in
the chair. Dominica’s six-month presi-
dency of the Council began in Februa-
ry. Western Samoa’s Finance Minister
T.Sailele, Angolan Deputy Foreign Af-
fairs Minister Venacio de Moura and
Uganda’s Finance Minister Abbey Ka-
fumba-Musaka also attended this, the
ACP Ministers’ third Bureau meeting
in 10 years. The aim this time was to
prepare for the 42nd Council of Minis-
ters and the 12th ACP-EEC Joint
Council of Ministers in Brussels from
11-15 May.

The two main items up for discus-
sions were internal matters of the
Group and relations with the Euro-
pean Community. At previous Coun-
cils of ACP Ministers, and in Decem-
ber 1986 in particular, the Committee
of Ambassadors had been asked to
speed up revision of the Georgetown
Agreement setting up the Group of
ACP States and laying down the aims
of the development of their economies
and cooperation with the EEC. This
would not affect the substance of the
Agreement. It would concentrate on
the decision- making procedures of the
Council of Ministers, rotation of the
presidency and the composition and
status of the Council Bureau. The sta-
tus, method of appointment and func-
tions and obligations of the ACP Se-
cretary-General could also b€ re-
viewed. An investigation of the var-
ious reforms of the Georgetown
Agreement was scheduled for comple-
tion by the May meeting of the Coun-
cil but would very probably go on
after then, adapting the Agreement to
trends in the Group and its relations
with the Community and other inter-
national organisations. The George-
town Agreement was signed in the ca-
pital of Guyana on 6 June 1975.

The Bureau also looked at the de-
velopment of the conditions of service
of the ACP Secretariat-General, noting
that there had been progress since the

directives given to the Bridgetown
(Barbados) Council in April last year.
However, the Secretariat-General’s fi-
nances were still critical and a further
appeal had been made to the late
payers to honour their obligations in
this respect.

ACP sanctions against
South Africa

The Southern African situation and
apartheid in South Africa were dis-
cussed by the Bureau at length. The
Dominican PM expressed the meet-
ing’s sentiment at a press conference,
when she reaffirmed the ACP States’
disappointment at the Community’s
anti-Pretoria measures. They were not
nearly so tough as those the USA had
taken, she maintained. “We expected
more from the Community” in view
of the ACPs’ privileged relations with
Europe, which was also the opinion of
Nigerian Ambassador Iroha, who con-
firmed the need for ACP Foreign Af-
fairs Ministers to meet and adopt
Group sanctions against South Africa.
The idea of such a meeting had been
agreed on in December 1986. It could
actually take place in late September
or early October alongside the UN
General Assembly in New York.

With the ratification of Kiribati (9
February 1987) and of Vanuatu
(11 March 1987) all the ACP
States have now ratified the Third
Lomé Convention.

Venacio de Moura answered anoth-
er question from reporters, referring to
the absurd logic of those who linked
the Cuban presence in his country to
the solution to apartheid and Nami-
bian independence. He thought it was
wrong to use Cuban military aid to
Angola (under an ‘“Agreement be-
tween two independent States” and
after apartheid, “a veritable cancer”,
and the occupation of Namibia) as an
argument for not taking any practical
action against the régime in South
Africa. “Europeans agree with us (on
this point)... but they don’t want to
take measures to reflect their position
of principle”, the Angolan Minister
said, calling for the Community to
“follow Sweden’s example”. The
blacks in South Africa and the front-
line countries are in favour of severe
sanctions against South Africa, he ad-
ded.

But Mr de Moura said his country
had already envisaged the withdrawal
of Cuban troops from Angola, a deci-
sion freely arrived at by his Govern-
ment and brought to the attention of
the UN Secretary-General in a docu-
ment on a global plan for peace in
Southern Africa.

Eugenia Charles also spoke on Sou-
thern Africa, reaffirming that all ACPs
were committed to the abolition of
apartheid.

The meeting expressed anxiety at
the less favourable trends in ACP-EEC

' CT=
Session of the Bureau of the ACP Council of Ministers. From left to right, Edwin
Carrington, Secretary-General, James Mitchell, Prime Minister of St. Vincent
and the Grenadines, Miss Eugenia Charles, Prime Minister of Dominica and
President of the ACP Council of Ministers, and S.J. Mahaka, Ambassador of
Zimbabwe and Chairman of the ACP Committee of Ambassadors
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relations as far as ACP trade went.
The application of the Sugar Protocol
and the consequences of Spain and
Portugal joining the Community
would have to be dealt with in May, as
would a new tax of around ECU 330
per tonne on vegetable and fish oil
manufactured in or imported into the
Community market.

AIDS - reciprocal measures if
the ACP are discriminated against

Since the appearance and rapid ex-
pansion of AIDS (the acquired im-
mune deficiency syndrome), a serious
disease that could prove a threat to
public health, preventive measures
have been taken in the countries
which, because of their ‘“permissive
attitudes™, are likely to be most at
risk. However, a little while ago, a
move towards applying these mea-
sures just to Africans and ACP nation-
als started in Europe. Some Commun-
ity countries have taken or planned to
take steps towards mandatory AIDS-
testing of African students. Eugenia

Charles, as President of the ACP
Council of Ministers, answered a ques-
tion at a press conference, saying that
the ACPs would support any general
preventive measures, but would reject
any that discriminated against ACP
nationals. She then said that the ACPs
might take reciprocal measures against
visitors from any European countries
which applied AIDS control measures
solely to ACP students and other na-
tionals. Africans did not carry the
AIDS virus any more than anyone
else.

Eugenia Charles held talks with
André Kempinaire (the Belgian Secre-
tary of State for Cooperation) and
Frangois van Hoek (Head of the Euro-
pean Development Policy Manage-
ment Centre based in the Netherlands)
concurrently with the Bureau meeting.
She also attended the opening of a dis-
play of photographs on Southern Afri-
ca in the hall of ACP House, which
various NGOs had organised as part
of the UN’s international anti-apar-
theid day and to promote NGO devel-
opment action. o L.P.

LOME III PROGRAMMING

Main lines of regional
cooperation in West Africa

Cotonou was the scene of a meeting
of the National Authorising Officers of
the coastal States of West Africa
(Benin, Cbte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea,
Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra
Leone and Togo) and a Commission
delegation of EEC Delegates in these
countries, led by Erich Wirsing (the
Director for West Africa), from 3-5
March this year. It discussed regional
cooperation programming in West
Africa under the ACP Chairmanship
of Mohamed Souradjou Ibrahim, Be-
nin’s Minister in the office of the Pre-
sident of the Republic responsible for
Planning and Statistics.

The excellent atmosphere made for
a positive outcome, which augurs well
for the implementation of regional
credits — ECU 210 million — for West
Affrica as a whole.

This meeting followed on from a
similar session with the National Au-
thorising Officers of the Sahel coun-
tries in Praia on 30 and 31 October
last. The Cotonou discussions led to
broad agreement with the guidelines
which the Praia meeting laid down for

I NEWS ROUND-UP

the focal sectors of regional coopera-
tion in Sahelian Africa.

The ACP participants and the Com-
mission said they wanted to ensure
that regional cooperation was as effi-
cient as possible by concentrating on a
limited number of sectors. This would
be done within the framework of a
general sectoral strategy and coherence
with national schemes and policies
would be sought.

The meeting outlined two main ar-
eas on which Community aid should
focus:

(1) protection of the environment and
the natural heritage;

(ii) inter-regional and other road
links.

A. The anti-desertification cam-
paign is the first thing and emphasis
will be on:

— population awareness schemes;

— protection of the main river ba-
sins;

— schemcs to bring about a substan-
tial saving of firewood, leading, furth-
er up the chain, to better management

of the forest heritage;

— lastly, better subterranean and sur-
face water resources utilisation
schemes.

The second thing is a campaign to
control coastal erosion. Just as deser-
tification is a major concern of the
Sahel countries, coastal erosion has
serious consequences for a certain
number of coastal countries.

The Community is willing to carry
on the coordination already begun in
this respect and to increase the effort
being made so that schemes that can
be financed to remedy the situation
are in fact financed in a properly coor-
dinated manner.

B. Participants recognised the fact
that roads for inter-regional traffic and
to open up the countries are another
major concern of the coastal States in
their drive for better regional inegra-
tion.

The Community is aware of the im-
portance of this priority to the coun-
tries of the sub-region and particularly
certain of them with inadequate con-
nexions in the region and with the out-
side world.

However, the high cost per km of
roadworks will considerably restrict
the Community’s intervention from
regional funds, which can only be a
complement to national projects run
in the light of regionally-agreed stan-
dards.

C. The ACP participants and the
Commission agreed that, in view of
the importance of these two priority
regional themes, the bulk of the re-
gional resources (about 70 %) that were
available should be earmarked for
them. It was understood that at least
50% of the regional resources would
go to the protection of the environ-
ment and the natural heritage.

Other sectors of regional interest
were also listed:
— joint marine resources and conti-
nental fishing schemes;
— application of the results of agri-
cultural and animal research;
— development-related human, ani-
mal and plant health schemes;
— air security operations;
— regional training.

At the end of the meeting, partici-
pants jointly signed a report setting
out the conclusions of the talks—
which had been held in a first-class
atmosphere of mutual confidence and
friendship.
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So the Praia and Cotonou meetings
were an opportunity to lay down joint
guidelines and priorities for both Sahel
and coastal countries of West Africa.

The conclusions of both meetings
will shortly be put before the appro-
priate Community authorities and the
regional resources for West Africa as a
whole can then be implemented with-
out delay. »

Netherlands Antilles

The Programming Mission from the
European Economic Community,
headed by Dr Wirsing, Director for
West and Central Africa and the Car-
ibbean, signed an agreement with the
Government of the Netherlands An-
tilles on 19 March. The Government
of the Netherlands Antilles was repre-
sented by ing. Don Martina, Minister
President, Franklin Crestian, Minister
for Development Cooperation and
Leslie Navarro, Minister of Finance.

This agreement for cooperation be-
tween the EEC and the Netherlands
Antilles fixes the programmable finan-
cial assistance to be supplied by the
Community for the coming three
years, starting in 1987; the allocation
is ECU 20.65 m which represent at the
present exchange rate 42.33 m Nether-
lands Antillean guilders.

Two thirds of this amount will be
provided in the form of grants and one
third in special loans, with 1% interest
rate and a duration of 40 years.

The focal sector for which 70% of
these funds will be utilised is the dev-
elopment of tourism.

This includes mainly:
— investments in infrastructure such
as roads, port facilities, airports and
other tourism-related facilities;
— human resources development;
— tourism promotion;
— protection of natural
ment;
— preservation of the cultural and ar-
chitectural heritage;
— technical assistance.

environ-

The balance of the resources will be
devoted to the improvement of train-
ing facilities and lines of credit.

This financial allocation does not
preclude possible additional re-
Sources.

The agreement also covers regional
cooperation, allowing financing of ac-
tions with neighbouring countries. For
this purpose an amount of ECU 4.1 m,
equivalent to 8.4 million Netherlands

Antilles guilders is available involving
both Netherlands Antilles and Aruba.

The agreement was signed in Wil-
lemstad on 19 March by ing. Don
Martina, on behalf of the Netherlands
Antilles Government and by Dr E.
Wirsing, on behalf of the Commission
of the European Communities.

Aruba
A Programming Mission from the
European Economic Community,

headed by Dr Erich Wirsing, Director
for West and Central Africa and the
Caribbean, of the Directorate-General
for Development of the Commission,
visisted Aruba on March 16 and
March 17, 1987.

The aim of the mission was to draw
up the Indicative Programme of Com-
munity cooperation with Aruba.

For the attainment of its objectives,
Aruba will be receiving the sum of
ECU 6.625 m, equivalent at the pre-
sent exchange rate to 13.557 million
A.FL as its programmable financial
package managed by the Commission.
This sum will be composed of:

ECU 4.375m in the form of grants,
and

ECU 2.250 m in the form of special
loans.

In addition, a sum of ECU 275 000,
the unused balance of the Fifth EDF
Stabex resources, has been added in
the form of a grant.

This financial allocation does not
preclude possible additional resources
which may be allocated to Aruba dur-
ing the lifetime of the decision by way
of non-programmable European De-
velopment Fund resources managed
by the Commission, nor any other
contribution designed to attain, in the
most appropriate fashion, priority de-
velopment objectives receiving Com-
munity support.

Furthermore, the European Invest-
ment Bank could contribute from the
resources which it manages to the fi-
nancing of productive investment pro-
jects.

Reflecting the Government’s overall
development objectives, it is agreed
that approximately 90% of the re-
sources managed by the Commission
shall be concentrated on the further
development of the tourism sector.

The objectives of the development
strategy of Aruba include in particular
the optimal utilisation of its resources
in the field of tourism in order to

create new employment opportunities,
to generate additional revenue and to
improve its balance of payments.

The Indicative Programme was
signed at Oranjestad on 17 March by
Mr. J.H. A. Eman, Prime Minister of
Aruba on behalf of the Government of
Aruba, and by Dr E. Wirsing, Direc-
tor, on behalf of the Commission of
the European Communities. o

EDF

Following a favourable opinion from
the EDF Committee, the Commission
has just decided on financing for the
following schemes.

Sudan

Phase II of the Djebel-Marra rural de-
velopment project

Sixth EDF

Grant : ECU 15 800 000

Phase II of this project aims to push
up agricultural output and improve
food security and the earnings of tradi-
tional smallholders in a 33 000 km?
area in Darfur province. Emphasis will
be on boosting the production of the
staple cereals, sorghum and millet.
This phase will take five years, starting
in 1987/88 and finishing in 1992/83.

It is based on the first, EDF-fi-
nanced phase of development (begun
in 1980), when basic technical support
services and infrastructure were set up
where there had been little develop-
ment aid before. The project played
and continues to play an important
part in helping the Government and
other organisations combat the effects
of the drought of 1984-85. This is the
first scheme in the sub-sector of tradi-
tional agriculture of Sudan’s Lomé III
programme — which focuses on agri-
cultural and rural development.

Ghana

Renovation and modernisation of the
port of Takoradi

Fifth EDF

Grant : ECU 6 900 000

This project is part of a plan to
renovate all Ghana’s ports with fi-
nancing from several donors. It will
help remove one of the obstacles to
modernisation of the national econ-
omy — the inadequacy of the ports.
Once the work at Takoradi has been
done, the port will be in a position to
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handle its former volume of traffic,
particularly exports.

The project involves surfacing the
jetties, providing security fencing, as-
phalting the roads, the leeward
groynes and the access way and devel-
oping a new container storage zone.
New covering for the citrus fruit sto-
rage area is to be provided, piles and
reinforcements on the main jetty and
the lighter pier are to be replaced, the
main and leeward groynes are to be
cemented and filled, the west (lighter)
jetty is to be renovated and repaired
and the crane rails on the main jetty
are to be changed.

Benin

Repairs and reinforcement of the Bohi-
con-Dassa road

Sixth EDF

Grant : ECU 2 800 000

The Community is providing sup-
port for the sectoral policy the Gov-
ernment intends running in this sector,
the second focus of the 6th EDF indi-
cative programme. The scheme is the
first part of a general programme.

The Bohicon-Dassa-Savalou road
(107 km) was financed with money
from the 4th EDF and opened in late
1980. The first section, from Bohicon
to Dassa (16 km) is also a part of var-
ious international routes, particularly
the Cotonou-Niamey highway, and it
shows premature general wear of the
surface, which will soon deteriorate
and destroy the underlying layer too.
Eight kilometres of the carriageway
are badly deformed.

Gabon

Reafforestation
Sixth EDF
Grant : ECU 6 000 000

This is an integral part of a sectoral
rural development policy stressing en-
vironmental protection and the ration-
al exploitation of forestry resources.

The forest has been a fundamental
asset to the Gabonese economy and it
will go on being so when the oil era is
over. With the decline of oil revenue,
wood’s share of the export trade
should go up by 12%.

The project aims to define reaffores-
tation methods and techniques and
create a village agroforestry model. It
is the continuation and extension of
an essentially experimental pilot pro-
ject. LR
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Mauritania

Extension of Kaedi hospital
Fifth EDF
Grant: ECU 1450000

The Kaedi hospital in Mauritania
received ECU 1925000 from the
Community back in 1979 to finance a
substantial increase in capacity and re-
place almost all the buildings and
equipment.

There were problems with imple-
mentation, however, and so the pre-
sent financing is intended to complete
the buildings, supply equipment and
medical and technical equipment, pro-
vide an initial stock of consumables
and install technical assistance and aid
with operation. The idea is to get the
hospital working and enable it grad-
ually to play its rightful part of coordi-
nation in the public health service in
the Gorgol region.

Cote d’Ivoire

Agroforestry research
Fifth EDF
Grant : ECU 475 000

The idea here is to set up an agro-
forestry research station in the savan-
nah in Cote d’Ivoire with a view to
defining high yield plant stock that can
be used for intensive afforestation
around towns and villages and to stu-
dy multipurpose forest species for the
agro-pastoral development of the re-
gion. It will be run by the CTFT-CI,
the country’s technical centre for tro-
pical forestry.

The project, which includes a nurse-
ry, experimental plots and work build-
ings, is located in Korhogo. o

EIB

Sao Tomé and Principe

The European Investment Bank has
made available ECU 2.1 million for
installation of a palm oil mill at Ribei-
ra Peixe, in the south of the island of
Sdo Tomé, as part of a plantation pro-
gramme designed to enable Sdo Tomé
and Principe to achieve self-sufficien-
cy in edible oil. This is the EIB’s
maiden operation in this ACP State
under the third Lomé Convention.

The funds have been advanced for
20 years at 1% to the State, via Banco
Nacional, in the form of a conditional
loan drawn from risk capital provided

for under the Convention and man-
aged by the EIB.

The Project, costed at ECU 6.9 mil-
lion, involves extension of the oil
palm plantations from 440 to 600 hec-
tares, using European Development
Fund resources, together with related
infrastructural works, as well as con-
struction of the oil mill, for which the
EIB loan is earmarked.

The mill will have a capacity of 3
tonnes per hour, producing 1400
tonnes of palm oil per annum from
8 400 tonnes of fresh fruit bunches.
The plant is scheduled for commis-
sioning at the end of 1988.

The operation follows on from a
feasibility study financed by the EIB
in 1984 via a ECU 40 000 conditional
loan from risk capital resources avail-
able under the second Lomé Conven-
tion.

St. Christopher-Nevis

The European Investment Bank has
announced a loan of ECU 1.5 million,
under the third Lomé Convention, to
the Development Bank of St. Christo-
pher-Nevis (DBSKN) for financing
SME:s in the industrial, agro-industrial
and tourism sectors in this Caribbean
ACP State.

The funds have been advanced in
the form of a conditional loan from
risk capital resources provided for un-
der the Convention and managed by
the EIB. The terms and conditions of
the operation will vary according to
actual use made of the proceeds: the
portion of the loan (up to ECU 1.3
million) earmarked for allocation to
SME:s in the form of smaller sub-loans
will carry interest at 4% over 13 years,
while the maximum of ECU 400 000
intended for acquiring equity partici-
pations in SMEs will bear interest at
2% over 25 years.

In 1983, DBSKN, whose capital is
held entirely by the State, attracted
ECU 650000 from the EIB in risk ca-
pital financing which helped to fund
eight ventures, while the State re-
ceived ECU 350 000 to assist it in pro-
viding an initial contribution towards
DBSKN’s share capital. The bank is
receiving a global loan from the Carib-
bean Development Bank in addition
to EIB financing,

Zambia

The European Investment Bank has
advanced ECU 10.5 million, under the
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third Lomé Convention, towards fi-
nancing smaller enterprises in the in-
dustrial, agro-industrial, mining and
tourism sectors in Zambia.

The funds, drawn from risk capital
resources provided for under the Con-
vention and managed by the EIB,
have been made available in the form
of:

— a global loan for ECU 10 m to the
Development Bank of Zambia (DBZ)
which will on-lend the proceeds in
support of ventures selected with EIB
agreement or finance equity participa-
tions in SMEs either by DBZ itself or
by the Zambian industrial holding
company INDECO where the SMEs
concerned are INDECO subsidiaries.
The terms and conditions of the loan
will vary according to the actual use
made of the proceeds;

— adirect participation for the equiv-
alent of almost ECU 500000 in the
share capital of DBZ on behalf of the
European Community.

The capital of DBZ, established in
1972, is 60% owned by the Zambian
public sector, alongside DEG —
Deutsche Finanzierungsgesellschaft fiir
Beteiligungen in Entwicklungsldndern
GmbH, the African Development
Bank, the International Finance Cor-
poration (World Bank Group) and
commercial banks. In 1978, the EIB
subscribed the equivalent of
ECU 500 000 towards the Bank’s capi-
tal on behalf of the European Commu-
nity.

In 1978 and 1981, DBZ received
and deployed the proceeds of two glo-.
bal loans together worth ECU 10.5m:
the funds contributed towards financ-
ing 44 smaller enterprises, investing a
total of ECU 67.6 m in new ventures
or extension/rehabilitation schemes
covering a broad range of activities,
notably in industry and agro-indus-
try.

Malawi

The European Investment Bank
announced two loans totalling
ECU 6.5m, under the third Lomé
Convention, for extending the water
supply in Lilongwe, Malawi’s capital.

The funds have been made available
in form of:

— a loan for ECU 4m to the State,
from the EIB’s own resources, for
passing on to Lilongwe Water Board
(LWB), the official body responsible
for the town’s water supplies. The loan
has been advanced for 18 years at 5%,

allowing for an interest subsidy drawn
from European Development Fund re-
sources;

— a subordinated loan for ECU 2.5 m
to LWB from risk capital resources
provided for under the Convention
and managed by the EIB. The loan,
repayable only after other bank debts
have been settled, carries a term of up
to 25 years, with interest payable at
29%.

The project, which seeks to satisfy
demand in Lilongwe up to 1997, in-
volves constructing both a new 4.5
million m?® storage dam 6 km down-
stream from the Kamuzu dam which
is to be repaired, and the first phase of
a new 32000m? per day treatment
plant. Four new booster pumping sta-
tions, two ground reservoirs, two ele-
vated storage tanks and 53 km of
transmission mains will round off the
project. Additional works are planned
in the longer term as part of this in-
vestment programme which is de-
signed to meet rising water demand
from a population which increased
from 20 000 in the 1960s to 170 000 in
1986 —following transfer of the capital
from Blantyre to Lilongwe in 1964—
and is expected to number 500 000 by
the year 2005. The project is costed at
a total of ECU 30.9 m.

The World Bank (IDA) and the
Overseas Development Administra-
tion (United Kingdom) are also fi-
nancing the works. o

FISHERIES

EEC-Gambia fishing agreement

The European Community and
Gambia have initialled an agreement
on fishing off the Gambian coast and
the Commission has just transmitted
it to the Council for approval.

The agreement, which comes into
force on the day the parties announce
that the relevant procedures have been
completed, is for three years in the
first instance, with the possibility of
extending it for subsequent periods of
two years.

The Community has to pay com-
pensation of ECU 3.3 m for the first
three years in return for the fishing
facilities offered to Community ves-
sels (listed below).

The Community will also be contri-
buting ECU 80000 to a Gambian

scientific programme aimed at im-
proving knowledge of marine re-
sources in this part of the Atlantic
Ocean and paying for five two-year
study grants for advanced courses for
Gambian nationals in the sea fishing
sector.

Community shipowners will also
have dues to pay. These will be scaled
to either their actual fishing activity or
the size of the vessels.

Since the Community already has
fishing agreements with other African
ACPs, in particular Senegal, Guinea
Bissau and Guinea, which border
Gambia, the new agreement is a very
valuable economic addition to the
Community fishing industry. Al-
though Gambia has a tiny coastline
and the area in question is small, its
exclusive economic zone offers the
same wide range of species as Senegal,
the country surrounding Gambia, with
which the Community has also ini-
tialled a fishing agreement. This agree-
ment covers the period from 1 Octo-
ber 1986 to 28 February 1988 and
covers an area fished above all by the
French, Spanish, Italian and Greek
fleets.

The protocol provides the following
fishing possibilities:
Tuna vessels
— freezer trawlers: 48 500 GRT (¥)
— canners: 2900 GRT (increase to
3500 GRT possible)
Small trawlers (swordfish): 1 200 GRT
Trawlers (fresh fish): 7 000 GRT
Other  vessels (fresh  crustacea):
570 GRT (at the Community’s re-
quest)

Freezer trawlers

— Shrimp: 2325 GRT (increase of
2 575 GRT possible)

— other species: 10 500 GRT.

The agreement aims to protect re-
sources in the Gambian waters by lim-
iting fishing, allowing 1900 days for
fresh fish and 3100 for the freezer
trawlers. This corresponds to an aver-
age of, at most, 65 days per vessel p.a.
[0}

(*) Gross Registered Tonnage.

STABEX

More than ECU 1 billion
transferred during Lomé I
and II (1975-84)

The Commission has just adopted a
report for the Council on the function-
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ing of the Stabex system in 1985, the
last year of application of Lomé Il
This was also the opportunity to give
figures for 10 years’ operation of this
instrument of cooperation.

Stabex is the mainstay of non-pro-
gramme aid for the ACPs. It was first
introduced under Lomé I with the idea
of giving the ACPs the funds they
needed to make up for losses in export

prices or production of agricultural
goods exported to the EEC.

The tables give the transfers by
country and by product. Senegal, Su-
dan and Mauritania were the main
beneficiaries of Stabex transfers in
1975-79, primarily for groundnuts in
the case of Senegal and Sudan and
iron ore in the case of Mauritania.
Under Lomé 11, it was Senegal, Ghana

earnings attendant on fluctuating and Cote d’Ivoire which were in the
Beneficiary countries
by total amounts and by number of transfers
(1975-1984)

Position Beneficiary country Amou;lé(]j){ajl)d over N;;Ts)::r:f
1 Senegal 155689719 5
2 Cote d’Ivoire 108 417 020 3
3 Ghana : 90 647 339 3
4 Sudan v 82 471 623 8
5 Papua New Guinea 50690 742 7
6 Kenya - 44 865 565 2
7 Tanzania 41 565 887 10
8 Mauritania 37 000 450 2
9 Cameroon 33655272 4

10 Togo 32460639 6
11 Ethiopia 25719673 6
12 Gambia 25 669 065 11
13 Benin 25012163 19
14 Niger 22 653 960 6
15 Swaziland 21414187 5
16 Uganda 20 595 453 8
17 Mali : 20482 142 8
18 Sierra Leone : 18 328 403 7
19 Madagascar ) 15736 332 6
20 Burundi 15296 954 4
21 Guinea Bissau 14937 468 12
22 Chad 13976 332 4
23 CAR 13 026 305 7
24 Vanuatu 10362 630 7
25 Rwanda 9939 496 4
26 Western Samoa 9326413 11
27 Comoros 8901119 15
28 Burkina Faso 8 308 636 6
29 Sido Tomé & Principe 7 603 763 3
30 Liberia 7 586 943 1
31 Congo 7361677 1
32 Gabon 6703 311 1
33 Solomon Islands 6508 461 7
34 Dominica 6427781 3
35 Somalia 5512701 5
36 Tonga 5219131 11
37 Fiji B 5115895 5
38 Malawi .2 4934458 3
39 Jamaica ok 4295 408 1
40 Grenada 3963 333 7
41 Kiribati 3882391 5
42 Cape Verde 1733525 5
43 St Lucia 1618999 1
44 Lesotho 1290959 3
45 St Vincent 913 286 1
46 Djibouti 691 851 3
47 Belize 342 364 2
48 Tuvalu 316 364 7

Total 1059173 588 271

Vi NEWS ROUND-UP

lead, Senegal, once again for ground-
nuts, Ghana for cocoa exports and
Cote d’Ivoire for coffee exports. o

VISITS

Lorenzo Natali
goes out to Mozambique,
Swaziland and Malawi

The mission was timed at a critical
moment for these three countries in
particular and southern Africa in gen-
eral. It was the opportunity for Vice-
President Lorenzo Natali to make
complete what amounted to a tour of
all the capitals of the region in a per-
iod of less than two months.

Lorenzo Natali was received with
outstanding cordiality and unusual
honours for a visit of this kind. He
had a long, open and friendly talk with
the new President, Joaquim Chissano,
and the meeting was also attended by
the three Ministers (for Cooperation,
Foreign Affairs and Trade) most con-
cerned.

B * 2 YRR, .+ ¢
... and in Malawi
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Vice-President Natali presents a plaque commemorating the 30th anniversary of

the Treaty of Rome to King Mswati 111 of Swaziland

There was also a long talk with
Prime Minister Machungo and a visit
to the port of Beira, which is the vital
point of departure for supplies to and
exports from neighbouring Zimbabwe.
He also saw an agricultural project
near Maputo.

The main points covered in the talk
with the Head of State were the gener-
al insecurity and the drought which
combined to provoke a massive rural
exodus to the coast and the neighbour-
ing countries (Malawi, Swaziland,
Zambia and Zimbabwe and even
South Africa). Some 3-4 million peo-
ple are once more threatened with
famine.

The economic situation is difficult.
The Government, with the agreement
of the IMF and the World Bank, has
adopted a courageous recovery plan
aimed primarily at revitalising family
smallholdings (with a relative withdra-
wal of the State sector).

If Mozambique is to succeed, it
needs rapid and highly flexible assis-
tance. Mr Natali gave instructions for
the sectoral programme of imports
which are essential to get agricultural
production and light industry off the
ground again, to be implemented with
this in mind.

In Malawi, Vice-President Natali
had a long meeting with President
Banda, who had just announced his
intention of taking part in the military
protection of the railway between his
country and the port of Nacala in Mo-
zambique.

The Government then outlined
Malawi’s problems, which are to a
very large extent linked to the state of
insecurity in Mozambique. They are:
— serious balance of payments diffi-
culties, in spite of efficient manage-
ment, due to the combined effect of
the drop in agricultural commodity

prices (tobacco, tea, sugar etc.) and the
extra cost of transporting goods
through Zimbabwe and South Africa
($ 100 million p.a.);

— a growing wave of Mozambican re-
fugees fleeing RENAMO, the armed
resistance movement. Numbers have
doubled since November, there are
now 140000 of them and the flow
seems unlikely to stop.

EEC-Malawi cooperation under the
various Lomé Conventions was seen
by both sides to be particularly satis-
factory and, thanks to efficient admin-
istration, even exemplary.

In going from Mozambique to Mal-
awi, Lorenzo Natali was the guest of
honour at the inauguration of the new
airport at Mbabane, Swaziland (built
with Community, French and UN fi-
nancing), which was opened by the
new Swaziland Prime Minister.

Mr Natali then had an audience
with the young King Mswati III, who
came to the throne in 1986 after a
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Miss Charles, Dominica’s Prime Minister and President of the ACP Council,

reign of 61 years by his father, and was
then invited to a working lunch with
the Minister for Trade and various
members of the Government.

It was made clear the Community
aid and the considerable trade advan-
tages (for sugar and beef and veal es-
pecially) attendant on the Lomé Con-
vention were very much appreciated
by the Government of Swaziland. o

Miss Charles, Dominican

Premier, and Mr Mitchell,

PM of St. Vincent and the
Grenadines at the Commission

The Prime Ministers of Dominica,
Miss Eugenia Charles, and St Vincent
and the Grenadines, James Mitchell,
made an official visit to the Commis-
sion on 23 and 24 March to put the
Eastern Caribbean countries’ point of
view on the future Caribbean regional
programme under Lomé III. The dele-
gation included, in particular, Mr R.
Rainford, the Secretary-General of
CARICOM.

The visit was an opportunity for the
two Prime Ministers and CARICOM
respresentatives to talk with Vice-Pre-
sident Lorenzo Natali and officials of
the Development Directorate.

This led to a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding on the programming of
the Lomé III regional funds in the
Caribbean. The text will be signed by
the Commission and CARICOM once
the Member States and the Govern-
ments of the 13 Caribbean countries
have approved the Memorandum. o

during her visit to the NGO Liaison Committee exhibition, accompanied by Mr
Pierre Galand, Chairman of the Liaison Committee
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DG VIII

Mr Frans Josef Carel Klinkenbergh
takes up his post as Director of Direc-
torate A (Development policy and
trade) after a distinguished career in
both the public and private sectors in
The Netherlands. Born at Sittard in
1928, he obtained a law degree from
the University of Leiden and entered
the private sector as a manager in the
mechanical engineering field, working
for firms such as Babcock & Wilcox,
Alstholm and Siemens. He entered the
public service in 1961 in the Directo-
rate of international relations at the
Ministry of Economic Affairs. Be-
tween 1965 and 1970 he was seconded
to the Dutch permanent representa-
tion to the OECD and since 1975 he
has been Director of economic cooper-
ation with developing countries. He is
a member of the governing board of
FMO, the Dutch development finance
corporation and of the European Insti-
tute of Public Administration in
Maastricht.

Philippe Soubestre rejoins DG VIII
as Director in Directorate D (Manage-
ment of Instruments) after an absence

VIl NEWS ROUND-UP

of almost six years. Born in 1939 and
a graduate of the Ecole des Hautes
Etudes Commerciales, he entered the
Commission in 1964 as Administrator
in DG VIIIL He was invited to join the
Cabinet of Mr Deniau and later, that
of Mr Cheysson, where he became
Chef de Cabinet in 1976. From 1981
to 1984 he was Director in the Direc-

torate-General for Information, in
charge of information to Member
States and candidate countries, ACP
States and other countries for priority
areas and trade unions. Since 1985 he
has been Chef de Cabinet of Mr
Cheysson, the Commissioner respon-
sible for Mediterranean Policy and
North/South relations. o

GENERAL INFORMATION

Coffee: OAMCAF’s President sees Commissioner

Denis Bra Kanon, the President of
OAMCAF, the coffee producers’ asso-
ciation of Africa and Madagascar, and
Cote d’Ivoire’s Agriculture Minister,
was received by Commissioner Natali,
on 25 February this year. The Minister
was concerned about the fact that cof-
fee prices have been declining regular-
ly since 1986 and asked the EEC to
apply the quota system laid down by
the agreement signed in 1983 (and due
to expire in 1988). This system, under
which quotas are fixed by joint agree-
ment of the signatory coffee-producing
and consuming countries, comes into
force when prices drop.

Mr Natali said that the EEC Com-
mission was not against new export
quotas, provided there was a realistic,
in-depth examination first that took
all the data, including the market con-
ditions, into account. There was no
question of the Commission bringing
back the old quotas done away with in
February 1986.

In January 1987, the Ivorian Minis-
ter for Economic and Financial Affairs
brought out a report suggesting that
GDP would go up by 1% in 1987, as
against the 5.4% of 1986 and 4.9% in
1985. Coffee and cocoa output will
also be on the decline, with 240 000t



I N EWS RO UND-UP I

and 5100001t respectively, as against
the 260000t and 580000t of 1986.
This drop, combined with lower world
prices, will bring about a large reduc-
tion in the surplus of Céte d’Ivoire’s
Agricultural Stabilisation Fund. o

- OECD Development
Assistance Committee
discusses EEC aid

DAC, the OECD’s Development
Assistance Committee met under the
chairmanship of Joseph Wheeler on
31 March to look at the EEC develop-
ment aid managed by the Commission
and the European Investment Bank.
The Commission delegation was led
by Development Director-General
Dieter Frisch. The examining coun-
tries were Italy and Switzerland.

The Committee welcomed the con-
stant increase in Community aid. Net
ODA payments were up at $1.5 bil-
lion in 1985 and the increase was due
to extra EDF contributions to the
countries of Africa, the Caribbean and
the Pacific, something which more
than made up for the decline of food
aid (which was sent in exceptionally
large quantities in 1984). To this must
be added the sum of $ 150 million, not
provided on soft terms and principally
in the form of EIB loans.

The Committee noted that the
Community gave two-thirds of its aid
to sub-Saharan Africa, where it was
one of the biggest sources of assis-
tance. It welcomed the fact that the
Community gave low-income nations,
and the least-developed countries es-
pecially, a large percentage of its aid —
which far outstripped the average of
other DAC members. It concentrated
strongly on rural development, with
transport and communications as the
other privileged sectors.

The Commission told the Commit-
tee what had been done to implement
the sectoral programming for each
country set up as part of Lomé IIL
This approach had made it possible to
focus the aid on a small number of
priority sectors and, at the same time,
to step up the dialogue on sectoral pol-
icies and targets and the most efficient
means of achieving them. This was
something that called for tighter coor-
dination with the other donors and the
Committee was pleased to see the
Community’s more active contribu-
tion to orchestrating the aid effort.

Trends in ODA

Average (calculated
over two years) for
the past 10 years

Last three years

1974/75  1979/80 1984/85 1983 1984 1985
Net payments:
ECU °000 000 :
Total ODA 511.9 938.0 19244 | 15572 1 870.1 1978.7
— bilateral 440.8 806.0 1 660.1 1364.9 1631.1 1 688.9
— multilateral 71.1 132.0 264.3 192.3 238.9 289.7

However, it did feel that the Commu-
nity was still fairly limited when it
came to supplying programme aid to
developing countries involved in
structural adjustment programmes
and it encouraged it to seek ways of
improving its scope for giving them
flexible aid that could be paid over
rapidly.

It was worried about the recent re-
duction in commitments being due to
questions of procedure. The Commis-
sion said it was still taking steps to
speed up commitments like payments
and paying special attention to the
problems with which countries with
relatively weak administrative struc-
tures had to cope. It also mentioned
the recent changes to the way the
Community aid programme, which
accounted for a third of all Communi-

ty aid, was administered. The idea was
to speed up deliveries of food more
and heighten the effect the programme
had on development. The Committee
encouraged it to continue the drive to
simplify aid implementation while
maintaining high standards of project
monitoring and control.

The Commission reported on what
it had done to improve the ability of
developing country institutions to de-
vise and implement efficient develop-
ment policies. The Committee also
noted that the Community had a wide
range of regional development activi-
ties, in spite of the difficulties of pro-
ducing and running programmes of
this kind. It hoped the Commission
could step up its regional cooperation
drive, which was particularly impor-
tant for small developing countries. o

International anti-apartheid day
Joint meeting by the European Parliament and the ACPs

Sharpeville, South Africa, 21 March
1960. The scene of the first popular
uprising against the apartheid system
the Government set up in 1948. Doz-
ens of people, many of them women
and children, massacred in the first
public protest against racial segrega-
tion in South Africa...

The UN has made 21 March the
International Day against Racialism
and Apartheid and this year, like last,
there were many events in Brussels to
commemorate it.

And so it was that a meeting,
chaired by Michael McGowan, the
British Socialist and new Chairman of
the EP Development Committee, was
held in the European Parliament two
days later. It was attended by many
Ambassadors from ACP and Arab
countries, the Heads of the OAU and
UN Brussels offices, Libére Buzingo
and Hassan Fodha, the ANC represen-

tative Mr G. Motsepe and, of course, a
large number of EuroMPs too.

They began by deploring that fact
that there were more victims of apar-
theid once again in 1987 and that the
countries with the key to the solution
could still not agree on how to achieve
it. In a message read by Mr Fodha, the
UN Secretary-General Mr Perez de
Cuellar said that racial discrimination
was the reason for the instability in
South Africa and the whole of the
south of the continent. He reaffirmed
the support of both the Secretary-Gen-
eral and the UN itself for those in
South Africa who are still fighting
apartheid. He issued a warning to the
South African Government — which,
let us not forget, has never adhered to
the UN’s human rights charter. The
fact of not signing the Human Rights
Convention, he said, did not excuse a
member country from respecting the
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Appearance and reality

It may be thought that economic
sanctions are the surest way to
bring down the system of apartheid
in South Africa, but it may also be
that before sanctions begin to bite,
it could be strangled by its own
bureaucracy. According to a report
in “Time” magazine of 9 March
this year, the Home Affairs Minis-
ter Stoffel Botha announced the re-
sults of the 1986 racial reclassifica-
tion exercise. To comprehend this
farce, it must be remembered that
racial classification is the backbone
of the apartheid system and that
this classification determines where
citizens may live and work. Eve-
ryone is classified at birth, but peo-
ple may have this classification
changed if they feel they have been
wrongly classified. The 1986 exer-
cise, involving many man-hours of
research and documentation, has
come up with the following results:
nine whites became coloured, 506
coloureds became white, two
whites became Malay, 14 Malays
became white, nine Indians became
white, seven Chinese became
white, one Griqua became white,
40 coloureds became black, 666
blacks became coloured, 87 co-
loureds became Indian, 67 Indians
became coloured, 26 coloureds be-
came Malays, 50 Malays became
Indians, 61 Indians became Mal-
ays, four coloureds became Gri-
quas, four Griquas became co-
loured, two Griquas became blacks,
18 blacks became Griquas, 12 co-
loureds became Chinese, ten blacks
became Indians, two blacks became
other Asians, two coloureds be-
came Indians and one other co-
loured became black. ““According
to Botha™ concluded “Time”, “no
blacks applied to become white and
no whites became black”. o

UN Charter. The fact of being the
only member of the UN to be the sub-
ject of obligatory sanctions ought to
give South Africa the measure of the
gravity of its policy and the need to
abolish apartheid, the Secretary-Gen-
eral maintained.

Abdul J. Koroma, the Sierra Leone
Ambassador and chairman of the
group of OAU Ambassadors in Brus-
sels, called on the European Parlia-
ment to run vigorous campaigns to get
European public opinion to increase
its opposition to apartheid. This sys-

X NEWS ROUND-UP

tem, the Ambassador said, was a
‘“crime against humanity” and a “ser-
ious impediment to development”, as
well as the “negation of all the demo-
cratic values the Europeans es-
pouse™.

It can take more than a description
of apartheid to convey the gravity of
the situation. Zimbabwean Ambassad-
or S.J. Mahaka, the Chairman of the
ACP Committee of Ambassadors, de-
cided to recall painful memories of his
childhood in what used to be Rhode-
sia, where the political and social sys-
tem was also based on segregation.
“We weren’t even allowed to walk on
the pavements of Salisbury”, Mr Ma-
haka said, triggering something like a
fresh awakening to a reality seen from
afar. The leaders of the modern world
“have no right to leave the future gen-
erations a world like this if it needs
improving”, he went on, suggesting
that South Africa’s attacks on its
neighbours were more a reflection of
Pretoria’s fear of seeing a non-racial
policy succeed in the countries of the

front line than a fear of communism.
“For we are no communists™, he said.
“Why is Europe hesitant and divided
on measures against South Africa?
We are hoping for the Community’s
answer on this”, Mr Mahaka said.

Michael McGowan wound up the
meeting—at which many MPs and
others had severely criticised the
“waiting game” the Twelve were cur-
rently playing—by saying that a gener-
al information campaign should be
run alongside the States’ political ac-
tion to convince both economic opera-
tors and consumers that they should
stop buying South African goods and
withdraw their deposits from banks
which supported the South African
economy. He gave the example of his
constituency in Britain, where the lo-
cal people themselves had--success-
fully—taken over the boycott. The
fight against racism, and apartheid es-
pecially, is and will remain one of the
priorities of the Committee on Devel-
opment and of Parliament, Mr McGo-
wan announced. o L.P.

IGADD: First Donors’ Conference

Sixteen donor governments and 29
financial institutions, as well as a
number of NGOs, were represented
at a Donors’ Conference held by
IGADD (Intergovernmental Authority
on Drought and Development) in
Djibouti from 16-18 March. Some 63
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proposals for projects valued at
$ 1073 m in the six member countries
(Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia,
Sudan and Uganda) were examined,
for which, by the end of the Confer-
ence, a total of over $ 70 million had
been pledged.

The rostrum: from left to right, Mohamed Hassan Abdillahi, Director, Interna-

tional organisations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Djibouti; Moumin Bahdon

Fahti, Minister-Coordinator of IGADD; El Hadj Hassan Gouled Aptidon, Dji-
bouti’s President and Makonnen Kebret, IGADD’s Executive Secretary
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IGADD was created on 16 January
1986 and this conference was its first
international gathering since then.
Opening the Conference on behalf of
the IGADD countries, all of whom
were represented at ministerial level,
President Aptidon of Djibouti,
IGADD’s current Chairman, launched
a pressing appeal to the international
community in a message of major pol-
itical significance and vision for the
future of cooperation and peace in the
region. He thanked the donors for
“the solidarity that had been shown
with the peoples of the region, the vic-
tims of the recent drought and of other
misfortune”. He also emphasised the
role played by IGADD in normalising
relations between its member coun-
tries, Somalia and Ethiopia in particu-
lar.

Proposals were examined for subre-
gional and national projects prepared
by IGADD in the fields of food secur-
ity, desertification control, water re-
sources, agricultural research, lives-
tock resources and intra-regional com-
munications. The Conference sup-
ported IGADD’s proposed strategy for
project implementation by which
most of the regional cooperative pro-
jects would be executed through alrea-
dy existing national and international
institutions, thus minimising the need
for new institutional structures and
mechanisms and ensuring the best use
of scarce resources.

Italy and Saudi Arabia:
generous pledges

Of the sums pledged, the $50 mil-
lion agreed to by Italy was by far the
largest, IGADD and the countries of
the Horn of Africa in general being
favoured partners in Italy’s bilateral
development aid programmes. The
contribution will be concentrated prin-
cipally in the fields of food security
and communications and will include
the supply of technical assistance to
the IGADD Secretariat. Saudi Arabia,
represented at the Conference by its
Ambassador in Djibouti, promised
some $17 m dollars for regional pro-
jects. Sweden, which had sent a high-
level delegation, promised $2.5 m, to
be spent on food security and environ-
mental protection projects in particu-
lar. Japan offered a first tranche of
$450 000, for an early warning system
for drought covering the IGADD
countries. A number of other donors,
including Great Britain, Canada and
The Netherlands and the World Bank

expressed interest in participating in
one or several of the various projects
put forward. France was prepared to
provide expertise for a number of pro-
jects. Several sub-regional projects call
for feasibility studies for joint invest-
ment ventures involving two or more
member countries in the region. Oth-
ers aim at providing technical assis-
tance so as to enhance national capaci-
ties and facilities in research, resource
assessment, training, information ex-
change and technology transfer, and to
enable other member countries to ben-
efit from these capacities and facili-
ties.

The European Community was not
able to put up any further funds as
such for IGADD, since its assistance
to the six member countries under the
Lomé III Convention already amounts
to ECU 750 m (some $850 m), and a
further ECU 185 m ($210 m) is fore-
seen for the sub-region (together with
Tanzania, Rwanda and Burundi) in
the context of its regional funding.
IGADD could play an important role
in defining regional strategies in the
framework of Lomé III project and
programme implementation.

In closing the three-day conference,
President Aptidon thanked all those
donors and institutions which had
helped in the rapid establishment of
IGADD, and in the extensive prepara-
tions for the holding of the donors’
meeting. IGADD would probably
have wished for more funds to have
been pledged, but there was general
agreement that the Conference would,
in itself, lay the foundation for cooper-
ation between IGADD and a good
number of donors, and that its impor-
tance was likely to stretch, therefore,
way beyond the $70 m dollars com-
mitted in Djibouti. o M.v.d.V.

EMERGENCY AID

Aid to control locusts in Africa

The Commission has just decided
on emergency aid for several countries
in Africa, in accordance with Article
203 of Lomé III. The aid is part of a
locust-control plan the international
community has adopted, in conjunc-
tion with the FAQ, for the coming
agricultural season and will be used to
finance pesticides and technical assis-
tance.

The countries concerned are:

ECU
Guinea Bissau 45 000
Niger 295 000
Nigeria 180 000
Chad 150 000
Mali 210000
Burkina Faso 155000
Benin 90 000
Total 1125000

Suriname: ECU 340 000

The Commission has decided to al-
locate 6th EDF money to finance a
scheme in Suriname. It is in the form
of a grant of ECU 340000 and it is
intended as emergency aid, for imme-
diate implementation, to contribute to
the medical assistance needed as a re-
sult of the fighting in the country.

Mozambique: ECU 2.5m

The Commission has just decided to
send Mozambique emergency aid
worth ECUs 2500000 under the
Lomé Convention arrangements.

The persistent drought in central
and southern Mozambique is com-
pounded by disorganised production,
the destruction of infrastructure and
military action hampering the market-
ing circuits. Grave insecurity has
caused hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple to move to the towns. Their survi-
val entirely depends on outside aid.

Community aid, which is for the In-
hambane, Tete and Zambesia regions,
will be used to provide extra food,
drugs and staple foods. It will also
cover medical personnel.

A number of NGOs are running this
programme.

Mauritania: ECU 105 000

This is emergency aid, for imme-
diate effect, for the locust-control
campaign for the coming agricultural
season.

Guyana: ECU 40 000

This is emergency aid, for imme-
diate effect, to finance the recruiting of
specialised personnel and supplies of
drugs and medical equipment.

Madagascar: ECU 250 000

The recent Commission decision to
give ECU 250 000-worth of emergency
aid is aimed at helping Médecins sans
Frontiéres with a food and drug pro-
gramme for people in the Cap Ste
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Marie area of the island, where an es-
timated 20 000 people are in immi-
nent danger because of the persistent
drought.

Malawi: ECU 500 000

Emergency aid of an immediate nat-
ure for Mozambicans forced to cross
into Malawi territory.

VYanuatu: ECU 360 000

The Commission has just decided
on more emergency aid, of ECU
360 000, for Vanuatu under the Lomé
Convention.

An initial sum of ECU 100000 for
relief and immediate needs was de-
cided on in February this year.

Hurricane Uma, which hit Vanuatu
with dramatic consequences, left 45
dead and damage to 95% of the build-
ings in Vila and Tana and the Govern-
ment will be using the recent aid to
buy preserved meat and fish locally
and distribute it to the needy.

Lebanon

Discussions on the situation in the
Lebanon on 12 February led the
Commission to decide to send
ECU 500 000 for people living in the
Lebanon who are affected by the pre-
sent troubles.

This aid will be channelled by and
distributed under the supervision of
two NGOs, Médecins sans Frontiéres
and the World Council of Churches, in
conjunction with the local humanitar-
ian organisations.

It is a complement to the ECU
270 000 of the cofinancing agreement
which the Commission intends con-
cluding very shortly and which will
involve Caritas buying food for dis-
placed persons in southern Lebanon.
The Commission also decided to send
emergency aid of ECU 500 000 to this
country on 23 December last year.

UNRWA has appealed for relief for
both the Palestinians affected by fight-
ing in the camps and the Lebanese liv-
ing around them, and the Commission
has responded to this with its decision
to send assistance of a total
ECU 2 700 000, broken down as fol-
lows:

e UNRWA — ECU1600000 for a
three-month food ration programme
and supplies of basic materials and
drugs;

e ICRC — ECU 700 000 for the local
purchasing of food parcels and assis-
tance for the Lebanese Red Cross;
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e UNDRO — ECU 400 000 for sup-
plies of medical products and equip-
ment, deliveries of milk and food for
babies, the installation of sanitary
equipment and repairs to water distri-
bution points.

Peru: ECU 50 000

The Commission has just decided to
send ECU 50 000 of emergency aid to
Peru, where torrential rain has caused
flooding of two rivers in the Villa Rica
area. Early information suggests 40
dead, 500 missing and 400 houses and
80% of the industrial zone destroyed.

Ecuador: ECU 500 000

The Commision has decided on
ECU 500000 of emergency aid to
Ecuador, which had an earthquake on
5 March. Most recent information
puts losses at 300 deaths and 4 000
missing. There are at least 20000
homeless who need feeding and there
is considerable material damage, too.

The aid will be sent via NGOs and
the Government authorities and be
used for basic relief.

Reunion: victims of Hurricane
Clotilda: ECU 250 000

The Commission has decided on
emergency aid of ECU 250000 for
victims of Hurricane Clotilda, which
hit Reunion on 13 February.

This is humanitarian assistance
aimed at covering the basic needs of
distressed families and it reflects the
Community’s solidarity with the peo-
ple of Reunion who have been struck
by this catastrophe. o :

FOOD AID

The Commission has recently de-
cided to allocate the following food aid
from the budget. This follows a favour-
able opinion from the 24th meeting of
the Food Aid Committee on 3 March.
See table for details.

Mozambique

The Commission has just decided
on the first emergency aid from the
1987 programme for Mozambique —

Food aid allocations

Cereals

T

Milk- Other
powder products
T T T

Butteroil

LICROSS 20 000

UNHCR 35000

UNBRO

NGO 90 000

UNRWA

1 500 1 000 800
500

2500

2000
4000
5000

1 800
2350

1 500
2000
1 600

480

2000
1 800
870
120

3500

25000 2500

3000 1500
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supplies provided.
FD: free to destination.

L: Legumes.

In addition the Commission has allocated to UNRWA:
— ECU 4 m in cash as assistance to the emergency feeding programme;
— a contribution of ECU 490 000 towards in-country transport and distribution costs of the

S: Sugar; O: Oil; B: Beans; F: Fish; R: Rice; CB: Corned Beef; T: Tomatoes; B: Bulgur;
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60000t cereals, 2000t beans and
1 000t vegetable oil.

As the situation develops and offers
from other donors become clear, the
Community will be taking more im-
portant decisions in 1987 to ensure
this country gets regular supplies.

The decision was taken at the time
when the products decided on in
October last were being delivered. The
situation in Mozambique is still criti-
cal and 3900000 people need relief.
The Commission has made arrange-
ments for the transport and delivery of
the food with Mr Hein-Cacere, the
UN coordinator. The big problem, in
view of the fighting in Mozambique, is
reaching the displaced persons, but
ECU 2 500 000 were allocated for this
purpose on 23 February.

The Commission has continued to

provide this country, where needs are
still considerable, with substantial aid.
In 1986, it totalled 98 000t cereals,
100t milkpowder, 4000t beans and
100 vegetable oil, more than the 1985
allocations.

The bulk of the aid was channelled
through the Mozambican Government
and various NGOs — Oxfam, World
Vision, Caritas Germanica and so on.
And part of the relief provided last
year was bought in Zimbabwe and
then taken into Mozambique.

Commission help also goes to the
many Mozambican refugees in the
surrounding countries, particularly
Malawi, in the shape of food and
drugs sent through international or-
ganisations and NGOs. It has sent
food aid worth a total of ECU 30 m
out to Mozambique since 1986. o

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

30th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome

Euro-Barometer 2000 presented by
Carlo Ripa di Meana

“It is now only a few days to the
30th anniversary of the signing of the
Treaty of Rome and I should like
briefly to present the main events that
the Community—the departments I
am in charge of in particular—has sug-
gested or organised, resolutely under
the banner of the future, of course,
although not forgetting the lessons of
the distant and recent past.

As can be seen from the pro-
grammes in the press folders, there are
three series of events — 25 March, of
course, and the ceremonies and cele-
brations at the Capitol; 9 May, which
is Europe Day, and 29 June, the date
of the European Council in Brussels.

I should like to draw your attention
to two events that I am particularly
keen on — the conference on The Cul-
tural Challenge in a Changing Europe
in Florence on 28 March and the pub-
lic festival that closes the 30th anniv-
ersary celebrations at the Parc du Cin-
quantenaire and coincides with the
end of the Belgian Presidency.

The posters for the 30th anniversary
are on the theme of “Europe — our
future”, naturally, and so I thought it
was vital for us to know, identify and

gauge just what the people of Europe
expect from Europe — that is to say
what they hope and also what they
think is necessary or ineluctable.

I shall hand over to Professor Karl-
heinz Reif in just a minute and he will
present the results of the Special Euro-
Barometer 2000 and answer any ques-
tions. But for the moment, I should
like briefly to give you one or two of
my thoughts.

I shall make three, what I believe to
be essential, remarks. First, the citi-
zens of Europe take up more advanced
positions than their Governments.
This is what they said.

— It is important, extremely im-
portant even (in the eyes of 74-80% of
subjects in the founder Member
States), for their countries to be part of
the Community in which, going
beyond any ideological considerations,
they have confidence for the protec-
tion of what are practical and, to my
mind, fundamental interests — “télé-
vision sans frontiéres”, a common
fight against disasters and terrorism,
currency, freedom of movement and
freedom to work and stay in other
countries (71-92% think all this will

have been achieved by the year
2000).

— The Community is no barrier to
their identity or their national, histori-
cal, cultural or economic interests. On
the contrary, it is the best guaranteee
of them.

— The United States of Europe is
not an outmoded idea. It is something
anticipated with realism and enthu-
siasm. Willingness to vote for the head
of a European Government, even if
he/she was of a different nationality,
reflects the same thinking.

Doubt is cast on some of the ac-
cepted ideas of many years’ standing.

— The French are seen to be the
most nationalistic people, but they
turn out to be most in favour of the
Community dimension (70% are even
willing to vote for a European Gov-
ernment Head who is not necessarily
French).

— The most spectacular positive
trend is in the UK, where favourable
attitudes went from 30% to 52% and
unfavourable attitudes from 48% to
37% between 1970 and 1987.

Young people, who display an ob-
vious commitment to Europe, still be-
tray a certain amount of anxiety about
the future.

— They think, no doubt rightly,
that the possibility of civil war in Eu-
rope is out of the question and that the
existence of a Community of six, nine
or twelve is for good. And they find it
difficult to understand the complexity
and the slow pace of our enterprise.
We have to offer them a genuine Eu-
ropean project. We have to respond to
their desire for a European democrat-
ic, legal and cultural Community, for a
tangible Europe that is accessible and
simpler and more effective, one that is
the best possible guarantee of their
identity and their legitmate interests.

The question today is not what al-
ternative to Europe, but what Europe
we want to live in and how to help
build it.” o

Lord Cockfield speaks

“Although the internal market is not
the only achievement necessary for the
economic integration of Europe, it is by
far the most important one.”

In a speech to the British Chamber
of Commerce in Brussels, Lord Cock-
field, Commissioner responsible for
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the Internal Market outlined the ef-
forts the Community had made to
create the internal market and called
on business and industry to seize the
opportunies the Commission pro-
gramme offered.

He mentioned the Treaty of Rome
30th anniversary celebrations, saying
that completion of the internal market
would be the Community’s greatest
achievement ever. Success depended
on two things — political will and the
ability to translate that will into prac-
tical action. The Single Act and the
declaration of the Heads of State and
Government clearly showed that the
political will was there. The challenge
facing the Community now was how
to translate it into practice. “We have
started—and it is a good start—mov-
ing towards the target. The Commis-
sion will maintain the pace and even
step it up” he maintained, “and the

Council could, and clearly must, do
more. And, of course, Parliament,
which has supported the objectives
unfailingly, must not let itself be
eclipsed”.

“But”, Lord Cockfield went on,
“the active support of the people of
Europe has been an absolutely funda-
mental and necessary factor. We are
giving trade and industry in the Com-
munity the biggest chance it has ever
had. If we can convince them of this”,
he said , “of our ability to complete
this programme and complete it in
good time, then we will trigger an in-
creasing wave of investments for the
future. And these investments will, in
turn, contribute to the growth they
have to encourage. But this is a mu-
tual thing. What we have to do is con-
vince the industrialists — but the in-
dustrialists have to be with us to con-
vince the Governments”. o

The 30th anniversary of the Treaty
of Rome was celebrated in several
ACP countries, including, and in
great style, in Bamako, the capital of
Mali, thanks largely to the good rela-
tions between the Commission’s
Delegate in Mali, Mr Jacques Collet,
and two very pro-Community Am-
bassadors, Mr Francis Plateau, who
represents France, and Mr Klaus
Holderbaum, the West German Am-
bassador. Mr Robert Fitchett, the
UK Ambassador based in Dakar
came to Bamako specially for the oc-
casion.

The ceremony was marked by two
events in particular. Firstly, by a
press conference at the French Cul-
tural Centre, which began with a
Contact-Magazine file “FEurope ....
why?”, followed by a speech by Mr
Auclert, and by questions from two
Mali journalists, the answers to
which were supplied by the three
Ambassadors, by the Delegate, Mr
Collet and by the Deputy Director-

Mali celebrates the 30th anniversary
of its partner, the EEC

General. -~

A magnificent reception was given
in the evening by the French Ambas-
sador, on behalf of the Ambassadors
and of the Commission Delegate, at
which there were some 800 guests,
amongst whom the Prime Minister
and several government ministers.
The evening opened, under the lights
of television cameras and in front of
the massed Community flags, with a
stirring ceremony which included the
singing of the Malian and European
national anthems and a speech by
the French Ambassador recalling the
words of Winston Churchill, Jean
Monnet, Robert Schuman, Alcide de
Gasperi, Paul-Henri Spaak, Sicco
Mansholt and General de Gaulle.
Among other speeches—including
one by the West German Ambassad-
or and a short, improvised word
from Mr Auclert—was a fine one
made by the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs and of International Coopera-
tion, Mr Modibo Keita. o

European Parliament’s Development Committee
gets new Chairman

EP group and committee chairmen
are being elected now, half way
through the parliamentary term. At
the constituent meeting of the Devel-
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opment Committee in Strasbourg on
18 February earlier this year, Michael
McGowan (S/UK) was elected, with
30 votes against the 17 of the candi-

Michael McGowan
Chairman of the Parliament’s Develop-
ment Committee. A Labour MEP el-
ected in 1984, he was born in 1940 and
is a former journalist with experience
in the fields of health and the coopera-
tive movent

date of the conservatives, liberals and
Gaullists, Emilio Duran (ED/SP). The
green light for the somewhat difficult
election of Michael McGowan was ul-
timately given by the EPP, whose
Chairman, Egon Klepsch, came to the
meeting in person to say that his poli-
tical group would stick to the political
groups’ agreement on the distribution
of committee chairmanships.

Mr McGowan succeeds the legenda-
ry Katharina Focke (S/D), who had
announced in November 1986 that
she would be stepping down, as a Ger-
man Social Democrat in fact had to
leave the ranks of committee chair-
men when Spain and Portugal joined
the Community. Thus ends a period
that was propitious for development if
sometimes stormy for EuroMPs on
the Development Committee and offi-
cials in DG VIII and I... and heavy
on reports... But Mrs Focke, whom
the Scotsman called ““the Iron Lady”
at the Joint Assembly in Inverness, is
still a member of the Development
Committee.

The Vice-Chairmen of the Commit-
tee are Maria Luisa Cassanmagnago-

Cerretti  (PPE/I), Francis Wiirtz
(COM/F) and Margaret Daly
(ED/UK). o
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