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The information in this book is derived
from a broad cross section of resources
(research, reference materials

and personal experience) from the
authors and editorial assistants in the
academic department of ACS Distance
Education. It is, to the best of our
knowledge, composed as an accurate
representation of what is accepted

and appropriate information about the
subject, at the time of publication.

The authors fully recognise that
knowledge is continually changing,
and awareness in all areas of study

is constantly evolving. As such, we
encourage the reader to recognise
that nothing they read should ever

be considered to be set in stone.

They should alway strive to broaden
their perspective and deepen their
understanding of a subject, and before
acting upon any information or advice,
should always seek to confirm the
currency of that information, and the
appropriateness to the situation in which
they find themselves.

As such, the publisher and author do
not accept any liability for actions taken
by the reader based upon their reading
of this book.



PREFACE

Fuchsias are widely cultivated garden
plants across much of the developed
world. Their popularity seems to be
cyclical, going through periods of
greater and lesser popularity, as new
generations of gardeners discover their
attributes.

You may think of fuchsias as plants for
a temperate climate; but in reality, many
fuchsia species originate from tropical
and sub tropical regions of the world
(though some do come from temperate
zones). More often than not though;
fuchsias originate from high altitudes

in the tropics and sub tropics; where
temperatures may be far cooler than
you might expect in those places.

This book sets out to provide a broad
overview of the genus “Fuchsia”, the
species that man has taken from the
wild, and a broad cross section of
cultivars that have been developed from
those species.

For the fuchsia enthusiast, it may
help to develop a better perspective
and fill in some elusive gaps in their
understanding of the genus. For the
amateur or beginner, it will provide

a foundation upon which to build
knowledge and understanding as they
explore the possibilities of growing
fuchsias in their own gardens.
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CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION TO FUCHSIAS

Fuchsias are one of the most popular plants grown thanks to their striking
and unmistakable nodding, and often bicoloured, flowers. There are
approximately 100 species, mostly from temperate areas, and more than
15,000 hybrids and varieties. They vary from small trees to shrubs and

cascading ground covering plants.

The Resurgence
of a Garden Classic

Whilst they seemed to lose some
popularity towards the end of the twentieth
century, these 19th century favourites
are once again charming gardeners with
their elegant two-tone flowers.

Most are frost sensitive, but can be
grown in colder climates if protected
from extreme cold or frost by mulching
the crown of the plant.

High temperatures can also be a
problem and for this reason shade is
very important, even in cooler areas,

“u ; F .'{. ’ £
The genus Gaura is another commonly grown
garden plant belonging to the family “Onagaraceae”
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especially during the summer.

It is common for fuchsias to be grown in
beds under tall trees, in a shade-house
or in hanging baskets in a shaded area
such as hanging from a pergola beside
a house. Their blooms can be shown off
beautifully this way. Fuchsias will also
grow well along the shaded side of a
house or wall.

The name fuchsia is used both as a
scientific and common name in most
places. Occasionally other common
names have been used including
“Ladies Eardrops” to refer to all
fuchsias, or terms such as “Honeysuckle
Fuchsia” to refer to a particular species.




History of the Fuchsia

The name Fuchsia was given to these
plants to honour a 16th century botanist
called Dr Fuchs who is regarded as
one of the founding fathers of botany.
The discovery of the plant itself is
attributed to Dom Charles Plumier, a
French scientist, in 1696 who named

it after Fuchs. Fuchsia plants are
mostly indigenous to Central and South
America, with some species occurring
naturally in parts of the Pacific.

The first detailed description of a
fuchsia was published in 1703 and
the first fuchsias were introduced to
European cultivation in the 1780’s.
These first introductions were F.
magellanica and F. coccinea. Other
species including F. arborescens,
F. fulgens and F. microphylla were
introduced not long after.

Fuchsia hybrids were first reported

to be bred in 1825 (between F.
arborescens, F. coccinea and F.
macrostemma). Fuchsias are today one
of the most hybridised genera in the
horticultural world.

Many of the Fuchsia species are native
to cloud forests in the Andes, and adapt
well to temperate gardens around the
world. Most of those from the tropics
will occur naturally at higher altitudes
in wet forests. Some are more suited to
subtropical or cooler temperate areas
than others; but most are grown in
places where summer humidity does
not get excessive and winter frosts are
not extreme.

The majority of cultivated Fuchsias
tolerate temperatures to around freezing
point, and many species can withstand
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lower temperatures than this under
certain conditions. Some will have
foliage damaged by frost or cold, but
the root system can remain unaffected
and the plant can regenerate even after
the top has been devastated. Some

are deciduous and may withstand

more extreme cold after the leaves
have dropped.

The natural habitat of many fuchsia
species is in humid and often cool, high
altitude forests of tropical central and
South America




Fuchsia Relatives Botanical

Fuchsias belong to the family CharaCte”SthS
“‘Onagaraceae”; a broad group of plants
sometimes given the common name Leaves:

“‘willow herb family”.
m Are simple in shape

There are 21 genera, and well over

600 species, in this family which come ® Borne in opposite, alternate or

from both temperate and tropical whorled arrangement on stems.

regions. Most are perennial herbs or

small shrubs. Some are larger shrubs

and trees.

More than 20% of the species in the
family are Fuchsias.

Other genera in this family are
Epilobium, Oenothera, Clarkia, Gauera,
Ludwigia, Lopezia and Circaea.

Leaves of all these genera are normally
simple (not divided). Flowers commonly
have four petals, stamens are normally
4 + 4, there can be one or more stigmas
and the ovary is inferior. Fruits are
normally a loculicidal capsule and can
sometimes be a berry or nut.

A typical F. triphylla hybrid fuchsia:

long tubular flower and three leaves
emerging at the same position along the
length of the stem.

Flowers:

B Are commonly showy in shades of
red, purple or white.

m Are often borne in multiple colours
on the same flower.

Oenethera (Evening Primrose, also
belongs to the family “Onagaraceae” B May have petals and sepals which
are thickish or fleshy
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m Position on stem can be axillary
or in terminal bunches (panicles
or racemes)
m Calyx tube is campanulate or tubular

m Have four sepals, four petals
(normally) - eight stamens

B Have a long style with inferior ovary
at the base.

B The fruit is a berry.

|| <— Filament
Stamen
Pollen —> & | ¥ < Anther

Style —»
Pistil
Stigma—» )_}

This is a single flower because it only
has four petals.

Parts of a fuchsia flower
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