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MAIN GEOSITE 
113_Ofiolitic olistolites of Centaurino Mountain 
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DESCRIPTION 
 
 

In this landscap outcrops Pollica and S. Mauro Formations of  Cilento Group. At the top of Centaurino 

mountain outcrops the Monte Sacro formation (polygenic conglomerates). The foothills are formed by 

North-Calabrian Unit (Crete Nere Formation and the Saraceno). Typical stratigraphic elements of this 

area are the “olistostroma” and marl “Fogliarian” that create a unique morphology terraces of denudation 

and guide layers. The “olistostroma” is produced by gigantic submarine landslides and the “fogliarina” 

by big turbidite flows (15 Millions years ago).  

In Centaurino Mountain we can find 4 individual geosites: ophiolites of Monte Centaurino, a strati-

graphic singularity formed by outcrops of basic rocks of oceanic origin packed in the “olistostroma”; in 

the neighborhood of Rofrano (architectural and historic center), we can find outcrops of Saraceno forma-

tion and stone streams (debris avalance deposited at various times during the periods of the markedly 

colder in the paleovalley etched by rivers during interglacial periods, according to a mechanism known 

in the geomorphological literature as valley filling.); examples of various types of landslides in the Al-

fano and Valle Scura basins, educational and scientific interest. 
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