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Start in NL

• surveys of archival fonds and collections on the 
internet since 1995

• finding aids in Word and PDF format

• Dutch EAD pioneer: 
• International Institute of Social History
• 1997-2001: EAD in SGML
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Example: minimal collection description
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Start in BE

• ISAD(G) databases – no EAD

only:
• Algemeen Rijksarchief (= Belgian NARA) in 

Brussels, and 8 provincial branches



EAD@10

Example: collection description - ISAD(G)
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EAD implementers in NL - 2008

• International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam
• Nationaal Archief (= Dutch NARA), Den Haag
• Special collection departments of the Amsterdam 

and Leiden University Libraries
• City Archives of Amsterdam, and 7 other municipal 

archives
• De Nederlandsche Bank (national circulation bank)
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Distribution

• EAD in NL
• concentration 

in the West

• EAD in BE
• one central 

institution and 
8 regional 
branches
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Competition

• National database (Oracle) - De Ree [the ray]
• www.archieven.nl
• start in 2001

• In 2008:
• 50 institutions
• 21,000 finding aids
• 12 million file descriptions
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EAD in the National Archives

• Legacy:
• 6000 record groups and collections
• 5800 finding aids
• 3,5 million deliverable units (folders, maps, 

volumes, photographs, boxes)
• Start:

• TANAP project: with 80 finding aids pertaining to 
Dutch colonial archives (2001-2004)

• DTNA project: conversion of all finding aids 
(2005-2009)
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Legacy - quantity

•... the 5800 findings aids in the Nationaal Archief in The Hague ....
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Legacy - quality

… manuscript, typescript, copy of a copy of a copy …
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Problems to overcome

• to convince that EAD is the right instrument
• the budget
• quantity or quality question
• gaining of knowledge and experience
• development of dedicated tools, like scripts and 

style sheets
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Achievements (1)

• Today: 4200 EAD finding aids on line

• End 2009: > 99.5 % of 5800 finding aids on line

• Descriptive practices are more in compliance with 
ISAD(G)

• EAD incorporated in (non) commercial description 
tools
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Achievements (2)

• Tools for NA and other institutions
• conversion scripts and style sheets
• presentation style sheets
• ProMEAD editor (beta release)

• BPG EAD of the NA
• tool for checking EAD documents
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Tools -BPG

• BPG EAD of the Nationaal Archief
• Tool checking the use of the BPG EAD:

• not-allowed elements and attributes
• mandatory elements and attributes
• sequence
• fixed values
• values of attributes, checked by the EAD Schema
• name of the EAD document:

• NL-HaNA_”eadid”.ead.xml
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Tools – checking EADs (1)
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Tools – checking EADs (2)
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Tools – checking EADs (3)
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Dutch peculiarities (1)
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Dutch peculiarities (2)
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Challenges (1)

• version control

• linking (permanent url)

• integration and synchronisation
• management system ABS-Archeion
• digital repository
• pictures database
• digital finding aids (EAD)
• library catalog
• website
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Challenges (2)

• further standardisation
• national BPG EAD
• national CPF authority files

• portalisation
• participation in European archives portal 
• cooperation with Europeana

• improving website presentation of finding aids
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Create your own Finding Aid (1)
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Create your own Finding Aid (2)
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Contact

• henny.van.schie @ nationaalarchief.nl

• www.nationaalarchief.nl


	EAD in the Netherlands 1998-2008
	Start in NL
	Example: minimal collection description
	Start in BE
	Example: collection description - ISAD(G)
	EAD implementers in NL - 2008
	Distribution
	Competition
	EAD in the National Archives
	Legacy - quantity
	Legacy - quality
	Problems to overcome
	Achievements (1)
	Achievements (2)
	Tools -BPG
	Tools – checking EADs (1)
	Tools – checking EADs (2)
	Tools – checking EADs (3)
	Dutch peculiarities (1)
	Dutch peculiarities (2)
	Challenges (1)
	Challenges (2)
	Create your own Finding Aid (1)
	Create your own Finding Aid (2)
	Contact

