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http://www.udconline.net

Aida Slavic



UDC 

First edition (in French) published in 1905
around 10000 classes

Full editions in the 1980s over  200.000

Today standard version in English: 67.600 
translations of the UDC exist in 39 languages
used in 125 countries

Since 1992 the property of the UDC 
Consortium: not-for-profit organisation of 
publishers which sustains itself from 
membership fees and selling of UDC licenses



UDC AUTOMATION TIMELINE

1960s first use of UDC online

1980s BSI medium edition, 60.000 classes on 
magnetic tape

1993 UDC Master Reference File

2001 UDC on the Web

2007 UDC MRF 67600 classes - migration to 
a new, improved editorial system



MASTER REFERENCE FILE

updated annually

designed for maintenance  and 
publishing purposes

up to 2007: text and ISO2709 exports

from 2007: MySQL database, more 
exports

MRF is not a tool for users!



UDC ONLINE PRODUCT

the first general documentary 
classification made available on the 
Web in June 2001

Dewey, Library of Congress 
Classification were released shortly 
after 

six years of experience in supporting 
the service



UDC CHARACTERISTICS

aspect or perspective classification
(same phenomenon or concept may appear in many 
places in the schedule)

designed to be used for both shelf arrangement and 
coordinated indexing and retrieval

analytico-synthetic system
expressing a multifaceted nature of a single subject
combination of subjects 



WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT UDC?

structure that allows
scalable indexing: very broad very 
specific
establishing  different  kind of 
relationships between subjects
independent use of facets of 
vocabulary
extension of UDC with other 
indexing systems



WHAT IS SPECIAL ABOUT UDC?

users can purchase UDC data in a 
file format

import in local indexing tools
creation of combined indexing tools
easier mapping to other vocabularies 
(local or and use of facets of 
vocabulary)



UDC USERS

Information professionals: librarians, 
documentalists, indexers creating 
metadata to facilitate access to 
information 
What tools they have available until 
now?

printed editions of UDC
UDC CD ROM e.g.  available in 
Czech, Spanish
Master Reference File



USE OF ENGLISH EDITIONS

UDC schedules in English are used 
in 43 countries of the world
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CLASSIFYING USING UDC

same phenomenon or concept may 
appear in many places in the schedule

making choice, decisions

making combinations and building 
numbers



teaching online

working from home

all parts 
of library 

teaching in 
classroom



LOGGING ON TO UDC ONLINE

2 WEEKS TRIAL

http://www.udconline.net/


UDC INTRODUCTION 



SEARCHING INTERFACE



BROWSING INTERFACE



TERM INTERSECTION (BOOLEANS)



DICTIONARY HELP 



BROWSING HIERARCHY 



NUMBER BUILDING FEATURE



NUMBER BUILDER



WORKING WITH SCHEDULES ONLINE

powerful search and browse
search through dictionary 
good control over 
truncation/stemming
helps with terminology control and 
consistency in classification
easy and quick checking of related 
and associated classes

quicker finding and building UDC 
numbers, avoiding of typos



PRICING

one-year online subscription:

£395 pa +VAT 1-2 users
£50 pa +VAT for each additional user
£POA for 10+ users

user support



ADVANTAGES OF UDC ONLINE 

easy access to the classification schedules

complete content of the current version of 
the Master Reference File  (67700)

user friendly interface

browse and search of the UDC

number building facility (that supports UDC 
synthetic function)



thank you
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