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IThiLt%riott as authorized for histhrical irivestigation1of the
j4

buliding kn6wa the V4nC6pehInhand4the area cqnnectbdiith it Ths

study required tp guidein the restorationof-the house and to fürnish

intormation for Its roper interpretdtion

lhe Isaac Van Campen roperty is located-along the Delawae River

at SKapanaàk inaIpck Tdwhip Sussex County Neiersey

This report will try 1t0 presnt asornlete andtaccurae as possible

thë frontiej settithmentof foftt dhurch and Innat Shaánadk and its place

in-the jiistory of Sussex dounty and NevLJersey

It will also be concerñedwith the date aM builder of the existing

bilàing4cndwnastthe1VanCampen Inn dnd th former ing êôtion
as an Inn the famous people bonnec ted with its history and its location

onthe Old.Mfne Road an early coLonial highway

Report to.cornplét4dOctôber.l974 for sidoo
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IRTRODUCTION

Tithe Isaac Van Campen Inn is located on the OldMine Ekad in
section of Walpack township Sussex County Nw Jersey known as Shapãnaôk

Flats his area often referred toalso as The Jrsey Minisinks

Theproperty associated with the Inn lies betweenthe Delaware River and1

the Flatbrook and ihcludes the Shapanack Isand.-

Th ShapanadkrSa has longbéena part ofthecUtiiral history of

.Sussex County and MstrNew Jersey It starts with the Indians their

aulture and hislorr and their settlements with long houses The turniñg1

poinf for IndLan hitory as with the inSrasion of the white man into their

-landsrfor setlement especially theWalkink Purcháse of William Penn
The Van Campn Iin at Shapahack cn not be cohsideedwith6iit

first considering the arly4history.of WestJersèy with proprietary iandt

ownershipr and Dutch settlement and tEe infiuehce this had og settlement of
the area

It is story of colonial times the establishment Of plantation with

slaves the frontier life and the .formativc4 period shaping the liyes of

.2 these frontiersmen to erve their country anthbeitshape the p6I1ttics1df

the state-and nation IA
t4_tA 1t

To wany the Old Mine road and the IsaacjVanCampen Iririiare9closelyta
related This road iE coxfsided to be ont of the eaflist roads of any length4tr
It

divides
the Shapanack property and is only seyerayardbftoh the

This road helped to bring religion and church to the area and wasused

as colonial highway1 for.the transport of oldiers toheIpldefend frontier

forts and assstWashingtoñ against the Brftish

Many facts or legends havecomê down through tEe years hnd have been

quoted previously Many publictrecords hdwever have not been retained

Neither insurance1or tax records have been kept 1except frr the last 10 years

There is an exceptionwitE the 177374 land tax recoHs taken by the state

but these give no descriptive informatioi on1y values

The authors research among surviving owners and tenants was difficult

since most found it difficult to remember times of early childhood

No dikries or other personal recods wereiocated by author However

the Allen Rosenkrans collection at the Sussex CoUnty Historical society

of-deeds wills and letters many nbver recrdpd of the Van Carnen and

Rosenkrans families was invaluable
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EARLYktSTORt

The territory now known as New York and .New Jerey was claimed and

occupied by the Dutch colonialists until their surrendet to the English

in1664 Dutch claIms re4never recognied bythe Britishgovernment

At the time of the surrender JaThes Duke of York was granted these lands

by kingclarls II of England On June 1664 James in turn granted the

lands of New Jersey to John Lord Berkeley and Sir Ceofge Carteret.
kt

The following years saw many desputes ovrpropertylinesbetebn

4the Ddtch and English Thesersqhabbles led-to financiai troubles fork

Berkeley and Carteret Duringl66Sl674Beie-leysolàhi.ihtèistiio
twomembers of the Society of Friends. Onewas Edward Byllinge adiose

4associate of William Penn Bylltnge then sold4the lands tô-Wiitia Perfn/.L

and ottei to be held in thust ib creditors.- On Juiy1676 at the request

ofPenn the Province o.Newtersey was divided into East and West Jersey

by the Quintripàrtie Deed.4

During March 1676 the Concessioiis were dfawnup listihg.4

how proprietairights could be abquired .The.land area was divided

into ten large divisions or tenths which hich could be divided into 100

equal parts of hundredths Land could be acquiredby the purchase of shdfés
.1

One share cost about 35ö -pounds sterling and equaled 1/100 of the land in
thi province LMany never claimed title to theft lands Others sold

their proprietory off in nimoy parts

Th By11inge land holdings evenua1ly went toDaniel Coxe sonof he-

physician to .the Queen of Charles I-I Coxe sold most of it to company

known at theWes-tJersèy Sooiety and was opeIated from London Thisacreage
.-

was motly remote lands and incluaed the 200000 MihiCink Purchase

The Council of Jroprietors was offic4ially established lh 1687 They

acted as the governln-body until 170 when tkè Proretors surrendere

their rights to govern .to the Crown an- the Prdiincé of MW West Jersey1
came to an end unIting the two Jerseys The Popriètors reMained under

15ya1 ruTh and h1d annual meetings at Burlingtoh New Jersey

The term Ne4T West Jersey was still usd in quit claim to Aleandei

Rosekrance of Sliapanaghtiandrecôrded Ulstr Co book DD folio 53 54 55
1February 16 174243
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At the time of the proprietary divisiIon Joseph Helby citizen and

brewer of London received .l/..lO of the land of West Jersey Of this he

received 90A atdng.the upper Delaware Rier on March lOrl714tl5 Acordin

to redord ml Burlington he never occupied this land but liyedonother1

.proerty hear Trenton where he died. parQ5fhis9Ob4L évdntua1l5rbb-

came the Isaac Van Campen property at Shapanack
cc r4 L1

John Reading London merchant alreadyhad1/4 ithêlafTdin est
\J 7W1.t

Jersey at the time he became deputy .survethr fdr Williaity PeHTf Il7O8
order wa given tat general survey ofllrIndia purbhsébómac1dbZL Zfli-4S

the proprietors who owned these purchases TEách urveyor wa t6 have one

chain carrer and surveying was sartApl23 4l2.Joseph Kikde
and John Reading Surveyor General were appointed commissioners of the

Province Tor the survey by the governorJr%Reading was responsible for

mudh of the surveying in West Jersey1 ahd was Surveyor-General in 1718 whe
the pioperty of JosephHelby was surveyed According to notes by Allen

-I

.Rosenkrans 1885 on an indenture July d1 1769 John Reading ran survey for

the EastWest division line througIr-Sussec County before Jofln Laarence did

Joseph Kirkbride was council ftmer from Gloucester cunty with 6OO
acres He and Reading wóte to secure from the Natives along the Delaware

such lnds as they considered desireab1e Kirkbride acqUired1aFgearce1s

of land along the upper Delaware see riap of Walipack and in lower Hunter

don county According toan indeflture Septembe 20- 126 Jbseph Kirkebrid

then of Bucks county Pennsylvania conveyedto John Crook Kingston New

York merchant proprietary1and inVfest Jersey legally urchased of the

Indiansand not lawfullysurveyed.-

The following is exerpt6d from- deed for the above mentioned lands

of John Crooke and recorded in UThter County New York Lib.- DD folio 53 5455
ThisindOnture made the sixteenth Day ofMarch in theThlrd Year

of the Reign of1 our Sovereign Lord deorke the Second by the Grace

of God of Great Britain France and Ireland King Defender of the

Faith and-in the year oft- Our Lord Christ one thousaM seven hundred

tenty nirce an thirty BetweenJohn CrookeJr... an Alexander

Rosekrance Yeomari..and Fiedrick Schoonmaker of Rochester Yeomar

7
_

Il
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Whereas the said John Crooke by virture 6f certail conveyance

by Law and Release from Joseph Helby .to him the-said John Crooke

duly made and execute 153T JoAnHamilton df Iew York in America

Merchant yirtue of Deed 1instruentorLetter of Attorney....from

Josep1Helby .2.. Beginningat the corner h1kory trêb standing

1by the Riyer Delaware thenôe 6Odegree 80 chains..

See warrent of Helbyand map

The above sale was fOr dhillings and one year lease for one peppers
jl

dorh to make the deal good

Partition.of the land ofbelonging toAlexander Rsekransand Fredrick

Schonmaker was mtde inpart on January 14 -1730 as shown in Map of Shap
anack SOhoonmaker sold The rest df his4intexeste in the land Rosekiàne

ofShapanagh MorrithlCounty February 16 174242 Tkis included divided

and undivided lands wi1th allowance for highways This is an unrecorded

dedypart of the Roerikranóe collection

4Sussex couhty was part of Moiris county until 1753 Both counties

were briginally pàitt oç Hunterdon county whenit was formeU in 1713 aC

were Waiieh and patof MOrCér côuntids The sdt of government was moved

fom Burlington to Trentonat thbt time

AlexanderRosekrance settled atShapanack raided family and built

house and other buildings This Must have been prior March 1742

when he deded low land and part pf upland -totaling 507 acres to his son

HaSdn for the South Shapanack1farm and on March 27 1745 sbldNorth

Shhpanaci farm to hib yongest son1Johnanis This indenture mentions that4tttSfj tc.ç -is
j.fl_ 4fl

the Kings Rdhdwas yards Seemaof bk lind at

Shapanack This property eCtendedçffom-thejDe1awar Rierttb thttFlat -Brook

tI //1-4andOontained houses barn stables rchardsetctAlexkept4a certain

mead6i ovei the bill Information from an unredorded deed inRosenkrance
tfl$F1J

o11ection rt t1
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harmon Roseniance married dndlived at Shajanack fathered Pour

cki1drenwhi1e livin thereJ8There were Alex 1744 Catherine 1748
Anna c1750 and JoCeph 21753 In 1754 Harmon UlthePàCto aJvntt..%
Campen his brotherin1a9After.se11ing.Sarmon movedto Hunterdn County

where in 1760 hetownédi598 However he
4-.f qjt

In Walpackhi.ch he sold to Isaac-in 1q69 Thisignaturt is missIng froi

-w4M 4r .fr
.the deed so deal may not have been comp1eted Twotinentures for ithisat.c it J101

same profertywere never cornp1etedto-JohnHosenkrdns the samèyear

Indenture April 1754between HarmonHosekrans and Mary nd Isaac
It

Van Campen Upper- Smithfidld Northhampton County Penny1vania Yeomant

for 900pid morey of West Jersey 500A Also the south endof -a

mead6w oVer the hill and is includ5ed in tiact of land of Johañis

Posekrans totalling 62A together with all buildings house barns

barricks mine arid minerals on it ReCorded BuHington Book- Polio 321

Parchment deed at SusCx County History Society

There no evidence to say whether he wa living in log cabin on
the lower Shapinack .farm or ma hotuse on his fathersroperty
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P1OLDMThE ROAD $Q.Jb

There has been considerabre contrdvers7 ett6a1yf1hTht6rf

the road paralleling the East side of the Delawa RWer thougfi Sflx1
county. has been donsidered bymosthistorins1as1bei flthbLo1det4tt

14
road ofany length and ashaving been builtbefoe 1664 by Duthm1nêYd 1L

probably for th purpose df transporting ore from .mines near the Delaware4

Water Gap north ko Esopus also referred to as Sopud near Kingston New

York Priorothe English take-overin 1664 the Dutch did occupy this

area

That an early road exited in thearea is known TheGeneral.Asembly

bf New Jersey was petItioned 17041734 byJàcobus Swartwout and others

from Orange nd Ulster counties7 in New York for s7id in maintainihggeneral

road repairs since in 1704 there already existed Yaugh Houses rest

houses from the Hudson to Pahaquarrg IL

Pir to this the General Assen in 1668 ssud an brder for towns

to provide taverns cS inns for -the comfbrt of strangers and these appeared

along major roadsJ In 1682 the Assembly passed aii act to improve

highways and bridges Workto be paid for .by c4unty tax Whether work

was done or n1ot usually depended on local pfopertg dwnerC

TM firstattempt to forfna iilagèalong theroadwas on April 1725

This is shown on map by Corhelius Low Jr and indi6ated six plots of land

in the Upper Minisink in L725 TEis vIllage-was located on the roathat
03

ran from Kingston in Ulster County New York to near the Delaware4 Water Cap.

.Several sources indicate that one of the first perbons tO use this

road was Rev Vos Vas He traveld the Old Mine Road on August Wj 1716

on his way from KingstOn to conduct wOrship services inWallpack

Samuel Preston Esq in ritting letter4ated Stockport June 14

l88 gives the following acoount.l

In 1787 the wrlter went on-his Nrs.t surve/ing tour into Horth

hampton Coi he1 was deputed uflder John Lukens uryeyor Gen and

received fromahim by way of mnstructions the following narrative-

respecting the settlement of Minisink on theDelaware1ab9ve the

Kittanny and klue Mt
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That the settlement ias formed fdrbT lOntime bOfore It

was known toGovernment in Philadelphia That when the

aovernment was ilhformedof he settlement theypassed

law in 179 that anysuchpufbhase of the Indians should

be void and the purchaser indicted for Forcible Entryand

Dejtaineb accordingto the law of Englad That ii

J3Othey appoinited anaent to go andinvestiate the fatst

thatdthe agent so appointed was thefamous surveyor Nicholas

Sciilr That he James Lukerid was Nicholas Sculls dpprentice

to cairy chain knã lern surlreyin That as thQ both

understood and could2talkIndiah tiieyt hired Indian guides and

had fatiguing journey there being nowhite inhabitanits in

the uppbr part of Bucks or Northhampton counties that thej

hàd great difficulity to iad theirtorses .through the Watéi

Gap-to1MeenisinkFlatsc aIndian wbdfbr Mater is gone
which were allsettledwith Hollabders with severalthey

couldonly be understood in Indian Thesewere miners who

had dug into Paquariflats and builtor assistethin buildingS

theadto.EsôpusJ

They stopped at Depuis Lukens

said thdt the Hrst thTng which struck his attention was gove
Vt4I tr

of apple trees of size far1beyo4d ahy nOarPhlladelphi ThatS
anJ a-

Depius told them when the rivers were frozen he good road

to Esopüs neac KingstonV th.Mine-ihlJont$dIMii1t HadçS
some hundred miles That he sold iheat and cider there fo salt

qg
and rcessaries ivIr Depui didnt appear to-know of

Philadèlphia

AS to thO actual oriin of herddc henPrestoA2iteviewed Nicdolas

Déi Esq. sob of Samuel on June 1787 he could onijgive traditional

accounts of wha- he heard from older peopleidh to tHe oigin and date of
iO\

themineoad.Y
--

11
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It was dpparently because -of the law pissedin-Philade1phia in .1729

rSPpr 1t-
roiding Indian purchases that land

considered of theIndiansbut not laifully surieyed

It had to be rsurveyed Tar John DeWittin 1814

This road to Esopus ias referred to as The- Trgde -Path and in 1682

asPath of the Great Val1ey This may have come boutsince it was

the mafn -routeof the Minsi or Delaware Indians known as theMinisink Trail

Later acoordirtg to kept at epuis store in Shawnee Pennsylvania-

both Abraham and Isaac an Chmpen tradd with Aaron Depui 173444 and that

they used the Mine road and-crossed by ferry to Shawnee

The .1740s saw missionaryendeávor Count Nicholas von Zinzendorf

ftounded the MoravianMissions.n Pennsylvania in 1741 On ALgiist 11 l742

the Count and his daugHter commnced overland eniôufé due northeast to

Kingstbn They crossed the Blue Mountains at Wind dap and at Tats Gap this

being the MinisinkTiail over the mountains tothe Delaware They traveled

30-miles to Depews Fofrd and crossed the Delaware intdthJ1ersey Minisinks

Here theystruck one of the oldes.t roads inhe country the Old Mine

Roae Zinzendorf lso refeis to Jqgd--houses along the way

This was pr8baby avarient ofYaughHouséH

Duringl742 Joseph Shaw Moraviari ministei camedown the mine ioad

from Kingston t61 Walpack whére he ieached and later started school at

Walpack Bend He also preached on occasdlon at.Minisink-V

In regard to ofhr religious activity sotirCes xeiate hdw Rev Hdnry

Muhlenberg and hIs fatherinlaw .Conrad Weiser traveling north to Kingston

August100 1750-wrote after crossing2he Delaware into4Jersey Minisink

we struck unto one of the o1dst ioadsin thecounty so fdrin-arid and

tI
no natuitàl avenue of trade and irtercourse Either the ferryat Shawnee

or Walpack was used since only.an Indian iaddedexidted at the Water Gap

Accoding.to ahistoryofOrangecontg NwYo road ran from

Goshen to Aibèany 175OL.176Oandwa known as theKings Eoild This con

riecte one from Goshen to Carpenter Poiit i-iearjort Jervis where theite
.-

was ferry to Pennsflvania This peihaps explains why in.a deed

4-
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Marôh 21 1745 for property at Shapanack indicatedjthat the road going

through Shappinack Flats was ca11e Kings4 Road 26
In1a deed May 10

1789 it referred as the Great Road to Minisink In.revious èeds

toJoseh Helby 17a4.John Crooke and Alexander Roselane referene

theusualil1bwanoetfor radd is given bt named 27
Thechurchat Shappanack locatedalong the mine roid thatrdn

from Espous to Coper MinesinPahaquarry .from Port frervis south it was tr

on the Jersey side of theDelawarê and near thee river.1 TIVe Wm FSden

Map of 1777 hows i.t ok theopposite hidebut thismap is compilation

of the work of others and is considered inacurate since it also has Wa1pack

and Sussex Court House as tile same.place

The roaais shown ox-i mapaa colonial highway duriing the travelk

of Gorge Washington 17321799 It.connects Eastbn and Philadelphia with
29

Boston This is no doubt based nthe work of Robrt Erskinecartographer

for Washington sinbe Erskine shows the road on this oficiai map 1777

.-

\j

44 qst
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LIFE AND TIMES OF THE EARLY SETTlERS

Settlers came into the area fro the 1forth into an area alrpady

inhabibdd by the Indians They found few places where the land had been

cleared Log cabins were erected shortly after the settlers arrived on

the Shapanack Flats As soon assavi mills wereerected at sources of water

lumber from nearbywoods could be sawed into boards This combined with

field sfones and stones quarried from nerby linestoneoutèroppings could

be used by settlers tb build larger and more comfftabie homes as did

Isaace Van Càmpen and his uncle Abraham These homes had wide floor boaHé

bpen fireplaces and wlndows with small panes The latter had to be tran

ported great distances probably from England

The fist saw mill in the valley was built byAbraham Van1 Campen shortly

after he movedto Pahaquarry in 1725 It wa located about mIles douth

ofShapanack at the mouth of brook liter called Van Cathperfsbrook

From tax records1 of 1774 it can be deterthined that John Symmes also

30had sawmilL It was located just dier the mountain from Shapanacic

along the Flatbrook Symmes also had rist thill at thistime It was

here.valley grain was probably milled Jvlinnie Smith an dldtime resident
31

of Walpack tells that the grist mill was located at Butternii.k Falls

Henry DeTitt owned the Van Campen farn at Shapanack anrentedin 1811

with the 4greement that wheat rye- Indlhn corn oats and buckwheat were

to be raised Flax was cultivated extensiyefyorf the flats along tile

river Thiswas easy to cultivate speciallyThn new land but because

of the back breakirfg process of extraQtingthe fibers usually only small

plots were grown Flax wasrused to make the linseywoolsey material for

clothing One acrd of flax was considered to provide eAough clothing foi
one family for ohe yea

Potaotes and tobacco became prominent on the Van Cmpen proerty when

owneà by Richard Layton about 1900 Three tobacco barns wee located near

the river and used to cure tbbacco These were destroyed.ii the 1903 flood

At first farm implements ier crudewooden until the availability of

iron Flails were used along with hose to thiash2 grain Scythes and

grain cradles came into being after l-750 for cuttingrain For themost

part sleds were used in hauling piodce Wagons were not bommon

14

51k .ikt.1
43Y 4j
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However from theiqill of Isaic Van Catheñ it is known he had two prows

two wagons to harrows two sleds as well as blacksith tools So-it

would seem that considerable amount of land was culftvated and the farm

could be considered welltodo for the time and place

The livestock xaised was considered of highvlue andIfiblüded as
wealth in tax returns 177374 IVfeadowlandsiere Important part of propertr

as the animals could be fattened atlittle or Pio expense to th owner

Horse tooi were consider 4vaiuabld fdr both trahsportation and farm frork

On June 27 17.71 and article in the Pa Gazette litsa rewarLfdr the returri

ofa horse tdlen from Isaac Van Campens at the Headquarters near4to

Minasinks
Like thIndiansof the area landwas cleared-by girdling and burning

the .trees Cabage- poitatroes .pumpkins beansandtUrnips were raised Tie

meai of deer bear and rabbit were plentiful aiId were probahly traded wiith

the Indiansj Wild5urkey and other gaeiieeabundant/h.s4we1las fish from
.S%

the river arid berries and fruit in sedson The only was however to preserye
-i

food then was to dry it. Tradinè for nsessariesUchs salt guns and
I-

-S 1V
gun .pokder was done at ShawneerandcKinth\ton.t

Isaac àndhis neighbors were largland ho1deswhokepsaave to help
s.q-t

on their plantations The deed 6f.l8O beWeen4 Abrahm Van tampaen5 and

Heny DeWitt refers to 1plantation.of late Isaac Van Campen
34 Ta

records of 1773 listsIsac as having 760 and3 -faves ahd John.Rosenkrantz

his neighbor as having 1000 Aand 1slave Injsaad .ill 1801 he

leaves specifiC fnstruction for free his slaves Sophia ana hêr3 children

Ddhiel Adam andEnis

While slaves were keptatVan Càmpen door existedin the-Eàst

walLof the kitbhen It was through this door slaves brought logs by mu1e

for the firthplace After the slaves were tone the dooiway wds filled in
and its outline dan be seen today bee interview with Mrs Ludwig Since

many slates lived here and neary as in th resto SusJx County s1av

bemetary was kept near Shapanack on the road ovefthe1mountainto Wálpck

SeveraL accouhts saj that at thetimedf the abolitiàn.1of slavefy the

last slaveinSudexCounLy was2Ceasa Sóults owned by-the DeWit faniiik

When hewas given freedom didnt waft it ândwas kept by the family after

they moved from Shapanack He died lii Somerville New Jersey March 11 1860

15
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Marriage among settlers usually occed age 1718 cousins often

narrying cousins Life as difficult arid work wa hara and peoples grew

old fast Schools were unkown until late 1800swhen schools were

at Peters4Valley Flatbrookvil-le aM Walpack Centre

Isolation was common The.valle was-cut dfffThm the county.seat.c

at Newton by the Blue Mduntains iPransortationwas br fobtor horbeback
44

onhard woods roads .or b4y river Tkfe .latterwas crossed by the several

ferries operating at points along the riVer However with isolation came

tie chance to e5exc.se religious f.reedom Quaker Calvanists Presbyterians

and Moravians lived peaceable side bside
Religion played part in the life of the settler even from early time

In 1732 Rev Gorge Wilhelm Mancius4helped organize fourchurches along

the Delaware one at Walpack bend c3ke Van Campen familSr attended the litter

Rev Mancius was succedd by Rev Jdhannes CáperusFryenmoetin l74l nd
37

served until August 12 1765 when Indian disturbances became great

church was built at Shapanacht soiqtinfe after the above four but

the exact4 date isnofiknown It was log octoãon structure builtprobabl3T4

duing1 the astoateof Rev Thomas Romine Romeyne l76Ol772 1hO

church as located heir the side of themiiie1road.and opposite Shapanack
39

Island ozi properEy exethptèd by-Abraham Van Campen in deed of 1809

The proerty was Lo the familSr hdn no longer used by the

church.4 The Shapanack qhurch wfrs occupied portion of the WalpaOk

congregation fo about 50 years when stone building was .built atPeters
40\

Valle The church dt Shapanack was4 gone by 1872

short distance away on knoll the Fort Shapanack was 4located

short distance in the opposit direction was the Old Shapanach cemetary

that as used before the American Revolution It4s said to have contajined
--

over3OO graves including 191 Van Campens mostlycripples It was also

used by John DeWitt.About the rhy legible ihscription today is the.one

for Mrs Anha Symmes wife of Col John C.Symmes and mother-in--law of
.4

President William Henry Harrison
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INDIANS AND BORDER TROUBLES

Settlers lived at4peace with the Indian until the fldians became

dissatIsfied with the Walking Purchase óf Penn border raiasstarted at

the beginning of the Fench and Indian .War 1755 and from then until l760

raids .and massaces occurred along the river
.4

These Indians were Algonquin or Delaware Indiãnd commonlr called
.4

Minsi jeople of the Stone Crnintry. Porthemostipartt they were shyand-

They soke the Lenni Lenape language and only afew remained

at the4 time of th Ameiican R6voIution

network of trails was maintarhed between the Delaware ahd Hidsori

rivers Indians traveledrto and from through the wSoods or on the rIver

by bark or.dug-out canoe Thembst noted of fhes trails %fas the Minisink

Trail JZJa
These Indians lived in retangular haped hutsith4archedroofs ma1e

fn- Iii/t 4t-
from sa1ingsftentand fastenedattheop ndcoVeredwithbar1t Skins

-.2..4 flJJ

aM furs were also used for shéltei as wellas clothing The land kas

Pq%9t pttt1.1
clearèd4by girdling trees Prèes\to die

.1 Dietd cënsIsted of corn beans sqtfash pumpkins and nuts such as

walnut and butternut hfckor3t fish and fresh water oysters from local
44

watesand clansandoysters from the Jersey coast frésfrand.dried deer

meet turkey and other.game birds rábbitbear rccoon bedver and

berries such 4as blackberri plums grapbs Beargrease was used for frying

Because of border raids4 legislat1ion was psed in New Jersey oh it

December 27 1755 authorizing the buildin of blockhouses along the

Delaare Rier The first fouieebüilt ndar the lower Delaware and

.e

were to have 250 men occupy them The-ShapanackFort was built bg Col

.John Rosenkrans in .1755 adjacent to his dwe1linona high knolla few

hundred yards northof tcie dwelling of Isaaô Van Campen The Rosenkrans

.41

4property as later occupied by his son John and wife Catrina grand.-
.4 -4

daughter of Isaac Van Campen

Jonathan Harnptoñ.was appointed commissioner of supplies 1755and

paymasterinl757 Ih4a ltter from Cap Jon.thanHdmpton dated Hdg
on the Ffontier Of NtJ May 17 1798 he mentionssevén forts

.4 44
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the 15 man was wounded sear Samuel DePes but liply td recover

Therew but two Indians .As our Frontiers are hardly kndwh arod
please to insertthe fol1owing descritioñ 0ur firstFort Reading
is 12 Miles from Easton bhe SecondFort at/Cól Van Camps l8 miles

furher to Ebrt Walpack to Head Quarters to Norminack Fbrt 8to
41\

Shipeconk Fort to Cdles Fort These on the Delaware River
Both Abe Van qampen arid John Roenkrans were Colonbls.in thelocal militia
From the mileage it can be determined that the first fort wasat Abraham

Van Chthpens and Headquarters was at Shapanack If it had been at Fort

Shapanck it was on Rosenkrance prOperty Several references ever Isaac

rfer to Van Campensas headquartirs onthefrdntief Perhaps6it was used

because it ias ston and the Rosenkrance house wds log

In October 1758 New Jersey paid 1000 pounds.lawful money to .the

Indians.tor all blaims to land intreturn- for peace In spite of this there

were scattered attacks Capt Lemniel Bowers at the order of His Excellency

Nm Franklin Esq Govn bf Pa says rriveã here atheadquàrters

Isaac Van Campen 12 miles above Col VanCampens with my detachmentbbf

30 men where Ifoünd 150 persons.t who were driven to this station by

cruel savages of the wilderness Of.thebe 50slodgad at night.irf one room

42NoVl763.Y

According toMses Bikelowat.the 79mile stone is now Wallpack Center
-s iF 43

dt Shapanack FIats ahd marked on.th Retolutionairmapth as-Idadc Camp.

During the Ameican Revolution when Genera Washington was fighting

in the Bucks county area of Pennsylvania and pldnnin hisattackon Trenton

General Horatio Gates was marchink from Kingston doNn the 01d Mine .rod

toFjoin Washington General Gates ha óhosen thisback route totransport

7regiments over quietly away froni flritishoccupied central Jersey Gates

arrived at Isaac Vari Campens in snow storm December lO 1776 Dec 12
.1

l776VanKemps fifteenmiles fromSu5sex CourtrHouse..was hhe heading on

letter to Washington In bbedience to Gen Schuylers commands left

Albany the2nd instant withStarks P6ors Readp and Patersoñscregi

ments GreatonsBonds and.Protors haiiing sailed frothS thence the day

before Bedels remainIng to embark the next day as sloops were not then
44

ready to receive them xQQt tVçi _J

\7 4tt
JtIç Ct

.ct1uk4 i.ç.PsnU Ji
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Onthe 14thwheri Washington wrote Gates hadt receivedthe

pieceeding letter and didnt know what route Gates was taking Gates

crossedfrbm Van Campens to Sussex court fioiseand left AFnold therd to

cóntinue with 4the troops while Gates wenton witha small guard Arnold

left.Newton on the 14th taking the road througif Log Jai1 Hope to Easton
iic\

The tropps reached Washington at Trentonof the 22nd of December

Col Joseph Brant witja Indianá and Tories had been raiding inrthe

upper Minisink regions On November 10 1778 in anwer to Count Pufaskits

request and after consulting with\Governor Clinton of New York iashington
ctJr hrJ\l .4

assigned Pulas1is calvey arid nfatty toitWeJ4nisinksettlSent on tIe

DlawarehearColes Fort The Corpwere not to marradeor harassthe in
4cTh 4Ii

habitants Mr Deui 4and Mr Van Campgetlemeof intluènceeinc the areat$ 46
%ere to assist in procuring supplies and forage if properlydemanded

I.4 k4f tZtçr ç4
When Pulaski arrived at CoIes1Fotche1found Ftfwaa crud4wboden

ft 7y$t iY
stockadereCently burned TM aieawath dense wilderness narrow trails

log cabins an frontie1rsmen wIth Pennsylvania rifles and coonskin cps
Tories were prevalent Count Pulaski didnt feel this was any place for

hiscalvery snd therefore continued down riverto 1cam$ing

on the flatJ

Pulaskistayedkat hapj5anack wMre-Coi John Jbsenkranz hada fort

TMInin built by Isaac Vdn Campen ws clos by Pulaskiand his calvery

stated onthe flat fo months numberof men deserted.4 The-follovfing

noticews postedNoV 11778 All.those men who have deserted

Legion and wiLl deliver themselves to the Genera1sheadquarters at Sussex

Court House In NJ onorbefore thel9th of Novembef Inst shall hak4

the ben free pardon All those wHo do not return bSr that time shalhi1f
.4

4-

ôaught be punished as general courtmartial shall diredt agreeable

to the artidles of war
.1 On November 26th pot tio ieeks afterreaching the Minisink area Pulaskil

wrote for tranOfOr Washington finally agreed Pulaski could go on to

Philadelphit So wherYBrig deneral Edward Hand hrriyed to take command
so

Pulaski had already left with his ca1very

Committeéof Safety was orgahized and opAuguCt lO 11 1.775

meeting was held in Newton Attending were tan Campen Hoenkrance Symmes

and 4others from abngthe 014 Mine Road Col John Cleve Syrnthes

neighbor o% Isaac VañCarnpen as älso membe of thd stkte committee
.I

ft

19
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Lt Rickey while statioredat the fort wrote in thePà Gazette

Your friend John Doty was killed scalpedandbutcheredina barbarous

manneryesterday ithin tvio rnils oftie fort-SargenttburiA wds

stationed here also They ttha oldiêr 1weie4 on horseback when five

Indiaps fired from ambuh killed t.woL and shot4through thesoldiersgreat4

coat He dismounted-and one of 4he Indians ran towards him with tomahawkt

The soldier firedat him and4 stopped him Ehen ook up Dotysun and
fr

snapped it but the lcckthad been brolZen in.btysfallJ However he held

the gun presentd until he had renountedandriddenway4 51
General Washington believed thSt hadhe aScen measures toprotec%

the Minisink .F.ontier from suph attacks as he had writen on Nov 16th

to General Hand from his headquartes at Fredricksburg Count Pülakib

legion cdnsis-ting of about 250 hdrse and foot is at Coles Fort in th
Minisink settlement intend tostrengthenit withthe addition of somet

other coips say about 250 more C6l Cortlndt.s reèimeritis between

Minisink and Rochesteft
ihe2d regiment under Col Philip Van Cortlandt afteiwinteringin

TJlster.Co New York marched southto cut road for passage of 4Genea1-.4
Sullivans army through Pennsylvania.t The regiment wi.thrLt Hardenburgh

stayed at Decker hoüsefrom where he wrot his diry Sun 9tW 1779

Discharged wagons which we had taken from Wawasinkth loaded our providions

on.board the canoest sent them down the.Delaware oclock in the mornings

we began our marth marched tóEsquireVaiacampen the weather very hot.r

We rested ourselves and marchdd to Deckers Ferrron the Deldware where

arrived at sundown and eflcamjed
53 WIth Col Cortiahdt on May 9th

-kit

were about 1000 soldiers
riFe

Wishington believing the Indians were guiet orceed Ehe infantry

out of Minisink February 1779 Héiweveras sôoñ as they pulled out

the.halfbreed Brandt attackedtt the Battle of Minisink killing many

settlCr

.ap.s.ttL kt.rikte

t4 j-fkO
r4j- tel 4%at ta

tflfl44 Qf t-7
tf ALfj
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1fl 4C. 5L
ISAAC VAN CAMPER FAMILY

The decendents of Carrit Van Carripen Kiits ton Ne4r York including

Isaacame downriverland settled in4therAinisinkarea in the early 170Qs
Isaac was borh in KingstonandbajtisddJulf 30 1721 He mkrried Madeleni

Rosenkrans of Wa1pdc1c0dtSber 1741 and on July 750 purchased land

from Joseph Stoiitof Hopeweil New Jersey This property was situated on

EaCtWeSt Jersey line just northof Shapanadkç then owned by John and

Harmon Rosenkrans It is not known whe4ther Isaac buf it on thTh pr6perty

or1ivedJithahis nlaw Is1aac deededlll Aof thispropertyto his

son Abraham on June 15 1779%

/4 Isaac Van Campen ptirchaseof Harmen Rosenkrahsthe lewer Shappànack

Trm fn 1754. and lived in the stone dwel1ing oi the premices until his

death 80 54 Harmon had pfrchased Shafanack from his ather in 1742

urioccupiedand unimprovdd It is not known vihether Harmon built .a log cabil7
I-

on this property or lived in one of the8 houses near his father

It is known.from churchrecords that fs.ac.yâ-carnpen fathered at least

five children prior to purchasing Shápahack The .tstone dwelling mentiond

previously-was either the twostory partor rthe larger threestory buildingr

thatpkists Loday. ---

Niether Cowit Zinendorf his traveisof 1742 nor Rev Muhiehberg

in 1750 mentiorf any stone bülding along this portith of the roadiñ their

accounts a-

.y 1773 IsSc had become wealth5r land diner nd inflUntiai gentlem by

having cquired 7t0 A- tnd oning several iàves The river flat were able

produce large amounts of grain and fatten his livestock Ei-ther he or
onebf the slaves learned the trade of biacksmithing for he mentions his

blacksmith 4todls in his ili These would have helped to make this plantation

reaso8nably seifsufficent

Isaac Van Campen served as member of the Provincial Congressof New

Jersey in 1776 jlong with four other representatives from Sussex County
wasa member when on the.i6thof June 1776 that body orderedlthearrest

bf Gov WiliiañiFrarilhin Van damp6ns was one Sf the 42 yes.. Thiz

same roviñciai Conress drafted and addpted the firtconstitution of the

55\
state of Nw Jerser

21 T\ J4
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56
However acordingto the New Jersey Archies he was membei of

the state legislature.41782_85r duringwhich time helped chane the type
44

of government from dolbnial -to constitutional.r Trenton New Jersey as
the temporary capital of the Unfted Statb vhen the 1783 Continental Congress

met at Nassau Hall Princeton Januâxy November Inl70 Trenton became

the capital of New Jersey.

Isaac remarrid 1780 continuing to live rat Shapathack with his children

and grandhhildren At the tinS of his-death 1801 he was survive by two-

children and four.4 grandchildren He left the useoT the room ih44rhihheha--
-S

been living to his son Isaac This probablyiwas the smailr twostory part4

which may have been built atr the time of his second marriage leavIng th

main house to hisson Abraham and his family

Isaac Jr besides retaining life right to the rodm- received one horseA

and tack one feather beddand 30pounds yea1y He-a ro IJSeceiveC
ra14$ tj I-

assorted bedding silverwatch- table and chairs mirro and dut-fire

wood to 4be brought to his room and large ttn carj
Son Abraham ieceived all real estate of whfch was to sold to

debts and to take care of his three lif11t2 $4i
time\ Abrahams daughter Catrina was to iecive three feather beds and

II

bedding bther household furniture and maré

Specific instructions were giVen tä free the Negro iiomar Sophia- and-

her three- chi4ldren A1s64 Negroes Daniel Adam- and Enis Wi11 recorded
__4_

Trenton Book 39 489

Aftef Isaac.s death Abraham apparently becâmè invblvedin the Revo1uion

for in 1810 he mortaged part of the propërty-.-to Di Eiijh Rosenkrance after

havin lost 111 in Sheriff saTh April 23 1800J Tile rest of his1

property was mortaged and sold to Henry DeW_itt October 13 1807 and he
3k 4-

moved next door to the home of his.daughter-Catrina and hTh soninlaw

John Rosenktaris .-

.Since Abrahamwas by will of his fathersupposed tolookafte- his.-

brother -Isaac quit claim of 5000 pounds was paid byHenry Dewitt

In the indehture of May23 18O9forpürchasffarm4and hothesteadof the

late IsaacVan Carhpen by Henry Dewitt it states DeWitt doubted Abe should

havq thold the propeit So on eptember 11 -18111 DeWitt akrees to

22
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-F

to giVe liferight useoT -the farm to Johxt I/Rosenkran and.Catrina

for4 as long asthe children of Abraham tlive Thepropert3P was then to

go to Reny4s son John DeWitt

The first reference to thestdne house orT the VanCampen property

is in deed March 29 1845 between Peter DeWit and Tiffiothy Depue Be
ginning at stone in middle ofroadzfortheast from bridgein roaS 19

chain 90 links from middle odr in Wst side olarge sQne house

where Peter Dewitt nollves It also menion a1o cabin negr the

3spring fiom where water .is piked- Recorded Sussex Co book 11-4 523

Peter IDeWitt sold thipropertyto John BerkMarch 31 1860 for

$12000 and itcontained 267 The ropdrty passed through the Berk

-F
family to hisl g-andson1 Cidrenôe Layton âri4dJohn .Van Sick1eFeuary

1.3

71917.

May42l 1920 John J. Van Sickle to PloydandHarry Snover

August 1924 Harry Shovr toLouis Richard

March 27 l.926 Louis Iichards to Bartley Tuthill
.4

44 March4 29 l94f Susan Tuthill to Nat Ludwig

November 1950 Nat Ludwig tb Charles BelslerL

March 1966 .rFèida Bèisler tp Bernice Haydu
técebei 30 1970 Thefnice haydu to u.S

-t FJ 14f4j jl
In the jatter deeds refereiice iMmade-to the middle1door -df the

stone manion House When the last survey was .made this..Spo was wherb

cçtc i4 fl44 42 --t3

thedobr of the wrngwas located tarn

__

..r

-F

..

-1
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ngjtt43
ISAAC VAN CAMPEN INN

Yaughhouses rest houses- Aexisteda.rôligtth

Pahaquarry In the early l700sthèse or Inns

roaas for the cdmfort of strangerè In motcásestHese were.largettthan

the average house.and would.povide over.nf-ht lodgintg.f tymentby
trayelers

1-

Little fsknown about the-otperation.of the Ihn or ol Isaic VañCaiiipen

duringthat time On kovemi5ei r1753 théFfrst Courts of General Sessioxl

of the Peace and of Common Pleas for Sussex Lounty was held in Log Jail

It was attended by Abraham Van Campen unéle oP Isaac At that session

rates wee affixed fo tvdrñ of Jonathin ettitc 9t shows as and example

what mfght1 hre been charged by Isaac Van Càmen

di-nHer hot dishes shilling

dinner cold pence

Strongbeet-

Humper-gi11 II

Punch of Bron ugar pence

Flipperquait 10

Loding for one person per .night

Oats per uart penny ha1f penny

Stableing foIone horse shIlling.

It has been mentioned previously thatVàh Cmpeiis served as Beadquarters

on the Frontiert for sol4iers as early as 1758-and was noted as such by

Jonathan Hampton and bhpt Lemuel Bowers Genera1 Gates atrivedr there

in i776and Count .Plaski mentioned the Inn built by-Isaac Van Campen

6uring Wi5 stay on Shdpanack Flä.tsJn j778

According to Albert Broadhead John Adarns was accustcmed..o

lodge atSquire Varr-Camjiens in the Jersey MinIsinks Thisbuilding

also èered as refuge for neighbord diling Indiap raids

The building referred to as thInh -is 6ofoortlong threestory stone

structurelntiIt shortly after 1750 The.frontarid corneis are of dressed

limestdne while the rest of the ui1ding is of field stones of irrgulax
In

shapes laid in rough courses
tA
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dhimheys of stbne are locatedon theinide ofwalls at either end

of the buiiding These are...suported large double stQne arches in tile

cellar large 12 foot.open fireplace behiild ànlflg exists in the

Northroom usedas kitchen orkeeing room SmI1er fireplaces exist in

in the South room used as pr1Or or ain bedroom.axid in the touth bed

room

Special feat4s df the buildingis the steep curved roof with the
woodn ornamental cornice Wôod shingleS are usedän- tile gable oof that

has no orhang The1se featuresare like thoseomost earlyDtftch
houses

of Eastern New Jersey

Windows on the first floor exbibit sall stone drches over them asEr

11
does tthe Oellar windbw on the Ndthwest end Sf the house. Panes of hand

1blown glass arerl2/2Thn the first flooi and were -l2/ on the second

Wi4dows are snthlIeraridfewer-at the rear of the building Thebottbm of

the second floor windbws were relaced by Mr Ththill

Thatthe buildi41s threestoryis unusualfor thiS part of Jersey

Ih fact Rosalie Bailey says the onl other one similar to it is the Dey

House Pieakness NewJersey circa 1140
-I 1-

Atsmall stoop platform wfth railings and benches was located at

the front door ebl908 photo This wasrepdaced with alarger tone

porcfr sometime afer 1917

Inside walls are plasterover straw filler narrow chair can be

seen in the main hallway that extends fronipto Nback through thebutlding4s
wide staiiway iith tdrned railings i5ads to the Second floor where there

wereonce two large and one small the

unfinishedand unpdftitioned ttidaThSerye.Jastte ceiling for the bed

rooms

sm11er twostory wing existed intiehNorih ârdafthe house until

1917 whSn1it qas rèmovedbythe owner J.J Vañ1Syckle He also did

exlensive epais shortly afte/he purchased hth ropex in 1917 The

wing had separate wall whereit as against the iager building The

stone workwasiigiiar but the roof had no curve It had fireplace in

Northt end 4ñd there were no ches ovr th- windows

-- 25

a- ac



4.

sAl

.4p4

Al

-4

-t

As

ad

-t

.-

s_3

1.

1$

c
_
-
I

t3L

t4

-ti

.41

Cl

S3

.-

4
-
4
I

.4
.4

_I

a-

..

tP

-.4

fl4

f_I

.j
1
c
-

fl4

-
_

-
-
-

.1

.3

-a

-.

It.

-.-
C4

4-

i1

4Z

a..

t-

Vt

-4

-4

fl

41

-._

.4

r-

ja
414

44

44

.4

_4

.4

.4

--c

ev

47

4-

4/

-
.4

-

.4
_
a

Afl
.4-

at

Vt

Zs

-1

4
4
.t

trt

.4

.4

.4

--

r_4
4
4
_

_4

.4

-4

.4

.1

Ic

.4
4

1

-4

4.4

.4-

1-

I-

.4

.4

Ic

44

--a

4
4
.4

144

._

tat

.k
4
r6

--

cF-

4J1

r1
M

4

41

-k

-.-

iI
I.-

-4-

-a

_4

1-

-
-
II
I

-1

444

4-

a.

44

.4



r_ 4Jj c..jjt

.4
firebaèk dated Oxford 3.746 was knowto in thek1dlding inth

early 1906s Itr shows thd Kingë lions crownandshieldr tOnejustlike
Ft sf4it is in possession of the state library at Trenton How it7came %obein

the house is not known at thIs time It is now in th4e possession df the

National Park Serviceat theirYheadquartkers Colombia New Jersy
Little is known about out buildings or slave quarters The term of

Barriokin several .early dhdds is Dutbhword for ilacb to store grain
60\

of hay but not 4ivestock John Dewitt builit the longroofed barr
6li

about 1812 Jt burned in the early 1970s
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PERSONS ASSOCIATED WITH VAN CAMPEN INN

The idea that John Adamsstopped at the IsaaclJan Cànipen Inndurink

his trael onthe wày.to or frbm the Continental Congress has 1almost be
come legend The first printed notationof is as follows John

Adams while attending Congress during its session at Philadelphia as

late as l8OO passed down the Mine Road as thmos eligable route from

Boston tothatcity He was accustbmedtolodge at SquireVan Campens

in the Jersey Miniihks Information from Mr..Albert Brodhead of
62\

Bethlehen

John Adaths was member of Cbngress Irom MassachiiCets 17741778 and1

atfendedhe Philadelphia sessions 1774-1776 Hewas appointed Ambassadoi

to England 1778 until 1787 and in May l78 becae Presient Several

newspaper articles and the histojial iarker neàr tEe house indicate Adams3

stopped inJ776 IsaabVan Campen was known as.qufre andothidd property

in the Jersey Minisinks l754i8Ol -Iis brother Abraham vtasalso known

as Squire but died in 1767.-

On December 12 1716 Congress adjornedat Philadelphia as Howes arft

drove Washington across New Jersey to the Delaward Ritre Congress reccn

vened on December 20th at.Baltimore
63

John Adahs lft Boston wih Janes irniell oA Janury.9 1777 takin

circuitous backtcountry route from Fishkill on the Hudson and because

of ice crossed Orange Count3 New Ybrk Lo Susex County New Jersey theiY6z
to Easton on January 24th Washingtonsarmy1was in Moristownat the

time In ldtter dated Easton Januaxy 24 l777 Adams says he passed

throughMoravian Mills Hope the day before We have passed through

Sussex Cotnty where the Tory strongholdof Sussex Court House stand

We stopped at s6rne of the noted Tory housesand were treated -with respect

Our accomoations were better than if wehduèed tteroad ffom Peekki1l

to Morristown 65 He does not state what road this was

It is known that Adams returned home onthA oute 4thugiThiisex

CourtHouse andWarwickNéw York In Ie.tter.to Abigail Mrs John
Fh..s i1r

Adams Bàintree and dated Monday Nov 17 l7f77.AdamsVwri.tehRbde yeaterday

from Logg Jail Willis breakfasted at Hoffmans at Sussex Co Ho9e and
gPh

supped and lodgedat David McCamblys 34 milesfromWillis..C
..F1I

27
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In account for expenses it indicates wide arc was taken ungopposin
14

armies and lists the- towns oIl LogJail Sussx Court House Hardyston
67

WarwickQoshen and New Windsor According to publihed sources no

deti1ed acooiintingis given forJ7741776 or do they indicate if lany.4

letters were written concerningthe Walpack area
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STJlVIMARYOFHISTORY

Shapanack Flats otherwise knwn as the Jersey Minisinks is located

along the Deldware River in Walpack Tonship Sussex County New.Jersey

The Dutchand English were earlSr settlers in this area purcEabing laM

fromthe ndians anddhter proprietorsbfWest4Jere It .s through theth

the area became partofthecultural history of Sussex CountSr
pA

It is through this area one finds the OldMine Road.believed to be

one of the éarlist road of any length in the coiintry It is substancial

road built iith out governmental aid and is monunent to the.enei inguenity

and persrvererice of thee early settlers It can still be-seen andi travered

in part today

This road serveda an early trade route and after 1740 brought mfssion

aries into thewil4erness Later it brouhtréligiowand church to

Shapanaók It was known as the kings Road in 1745 going few yards from

-Ehe house of Alexander-Roenkrans Itbecamean important colonial highway

andwasuthed to transport soldiersto defend frontierforts and to assists

Washington aainst the British

Thee is Aoevidenôe that any stone hous wasbuilt at Skiapanack before

1754 but isknown that Alexander Rosenkranspurchased the land from the

propritorsdn Februarr 16 174243 and that whèn he deeded lower Shapanack

to his son Harsion March 27 1742 he had büiltà house barn etc II
Alexabder ico doubt likeothei early settlers came from kings tonAa New

yok purhàed land cleared it and built lo4 cabins.. fsolatibn was bohm1on

to these early settlers because of the mountains But by 1773 there were

grist and saw mills nearby The rich river flats produced abundarrt.brops

of vegetables flax tobacco and potatoes

After the many years of Indian trOuble prosperity came in thO form

of pldntations with slaves the fort no longer needed church.nd black

smith all at Shapanack.L
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SUMMARY S0F THE VIN CM.1PEI in

IsaacllarCarnpen came to the1Shapanack4areaandpurchasedproperty

Ju1y131 1750 on the EastiIest Jersey line justnorthoftheproperty

he would purchase om Harmon Rosenkrans 1754 ie-had several children

at the time of moVing ho thwei Shapanack where hdbuilt threestory

stbn hous in 175455

By 1773 Isaac had bebonie wealttiy land ownerwith760A aiidslaves

who heled worktheplantation yHe had wagorts manyfarm inlemenfl and

blacksmith shop The slaves srTaked in large logs fo tle fireplace in

thehousè

Because of his weaiih and influence he became methber of the i3rovincial

Cdngres of New Jersey hrId helped to dhangè the type of4 governrneiit from

coldnial to constitutional

In 1780 lhe rëmarried It was protably this-dme the twostory wing

was added leaving the larger hoisé for his gon Abraham and his four children
fl

This addition had.a separate wall nojóurretd4ttfe4rodfahd.io.rarches over

thew4ndow
%çr tI r4

The Isaac Van Campdn Inh serveda YHeaduarteis oitheyFroritiert for
.tJ _j

soldiers as early as 1758 and as aplade of refug for 150 persons in 1763
4ecfl -çJr4

It was Headquarters near Minisink1in 177l\wi4h General-4Gates staying
ieeY W1

there December 1O 1776 Counf Pulaski andhis dalvey.stayed on the flatst

nearbyfor thrbe moñths Brig Gen Edward Hand Col.à Von Cortands anã

Lt Hardenterg passed by the Inn on the colonial hlghway.4

JohiV4Adam isbelie4d td4have stopped at VanCam4pens on hIs
way

tb

or from Continental Congresk However of.hI published 1ettes.and diaries

no definateaccothiUof uc1i is given Zc

Shapaiiack and the VahCampen Inn arekpart4of great contribution

left to us by the early settler onthe frontier who helped give foundation

to the btate of Itew Je-s nd history te the nation

11 C-
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ThE ALEXANDER ROSENERANS HOMESTEADERECTED PRIOR TO TUE REVOLUTIONARY WAR
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The Isaa Van Camper house Schapanach in Hines day above and

at later time below Buit about 1750 it served as an inn for cele

brated guests such as John Adams jourucying from Mrssachusetts to

ses ions of the Congress in Philadelphia More than io men wonlen
and children found refuge here in 1763 when under Indian siege

Count Pulaski camped here in what is now Wallpack Township Sussn

County as dfd General Gates with seven rcgiments





Taken from an original photograph taken

1903 by Hine

Taken from postcard in possession of Mrs

Doremus Original taken by travelor in 1908





Post card at left

not dated Has the

same inscription

as one below

Postcard at left

was mailed 1913

from Layton

by Es ton Bevans

to cousin
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Fireback from Oxford Furnace with date 1746 not 1742

as reported in most histories It was scene by Pine in the

house 1903 and was removed by National Park Service 1970 and

is stored Columbia













View of Isaac Van Campen farm September 1970

taken from location of Fort Shapanack

Van Campen house showing curved roof and

ornamertal cornice
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Prepared 0i occordthrice with the Joint Act of Congress knoisn

as the 7/st engross Second Session 3399 in cooperation with

the tJ-jtd States Commission for the Celebration of the Two

Hundredth Anniversary of the Birth of George Washington

COMMISSIONERS

S/ic Prsident ii the United States Chejrone.n

ViccPiesident of the United States

Speahet if the Housc of Representatives

uwirrn slicEs ccioxrc

duncan Foss Vice Chairmen

Arthur Cooper Carter C/ass Mi/herd Tydings

uouon or RErRESENTATIVES

Wi//id hawley Iehn 7/son
Jo re//i Iv /Jyerrs 1/ Wi/ton Moore

PnEsI5EI4rtAL COMMISSIoNERS

Mrs Anthon I/sync Cook Mrs John Dickinson Sherman

Henry Ford George fastnian Bascemo 3/eoip

p/s//ace AfccantnoitAlbeet Bushnell Hart Bernard M.Baruch

AMap of
THE TRAVELS OF

GEORGE WASHINGTON
Compiled and Drawn in the Cartographic Section of The

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC SOCIETY FOR
HE NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC MAGAZINE

GILBERT GROSVENOR LL.D LITtD.tDITOR
Scale 12500000 or 39.5 miles to inch

Cl 50 100 ISO 000

STATUTE MILES

Places existing in Washingtons time are shown in italics wdkesfiarre

Places visited by Washington are lettered in red VoileyFarge

Places built or renamed since Washingtons time are shown thus FsltRiver

The red Roman numerals used to indicate the routes represent four periods of Wahingtons
life 1732 -1758 Surveying and French-Indian campaign

II 1759-774 Travels to.West

775 1783 Revolutionary War
iv 784 799 Travels after The War

Routes marked with more than one Roman numeral were traveled

in each of the poHods indicated Colonial highways

41

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR

ICcoresent alive So/ Bloom
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Abraham

MSrried Rosanna Rosenkrans

She was borth September 19

1749 daughter Col John

Rosenkraris Walpack/

Issue Lena 6/121/1789

Impotent in will of

father

Margret 9/27/1792

young

VAN CAMPEN FAMILY

VanKathpen Camp

Garrit Jansen Van Campen

qarrit emigrated to NewAmstèrdamand was a- tholdier-there when he

married Macketblt StoTféls2Janury 17 1659 iidow of Anthony Lodewyck

--They seüled at Esopus near KihgstOn New- York

Issue John BaptisedaVKingstonApril 18 1661
I-

Married Tiétje -daughter ofJans Dec1ei Julj23 1687

They lived in Ulster in 1-728 they Ato New Jersey

wherehe died in Spmerville iii 1745

Isue John Jr BatisedKingstàn Apr 30 -1693
At

Mrried Mde1ne/Van GardenSeptethbr

22 1711

They settled -neat i1ford Pennlvania

John didl745 perSmittfe1d Pa

Issue Issac Baptised Kingstbn

-I

July30 1721

0fWhpm7rthef

rj

Gerrit Baptised June 10 1694

Abraham Baptithed Kinston October

Married Susànna DePue .dugkfter fi Moses

DePufsAandlsisterto Benjamin and

Nicholas o1Shawnee
4ç4 7AJ

shewas baptised January 1698

Th aaki l754
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Thoflas Romine

John 1726

Settled kear Shawnee Pa

Issue Abraham

no heirs

Benjamin

Sb.1728 d.young

Abraham Jr

Bajtfsed Pèbrary 22 t1736

Mar i81

1752 hiscoiThin Maria

daughterof Hoses Depui1

Issue Abraham III

1/12/1770

Sarah Cape

-4 .6 childin including -Moses

E1izabeth Schoonmaker

Issue JaMes b.ll/1j/1781

d.- 1826

-m Celia Decker

childréñ

Celia Mnarried

William Rubble

idsesrb 1743 -d 1819-

rn Sarah tfestfall

nd heirs

They settled in Pahaqiiarry I725 nea the

mouth.of4a stréam later called Van Campens

broolef Here Abraha establisheda thill.
fl

died Mayl767-

Issue Maria 1732

John Dépul

Catherine

Benlamin Depui

Susanna

lii -3 j1
ttç

4--4 4L
k-
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Married Rachel Vari Aker0ctobe 29 1761

widow of Isaac Van Aker

Records of Othr children born to Jah Tietje vancfampen and

baptised at Kitgs7ton New York

Jacob baptised Febrary16 l696

Hélntje October 1700

Cornelis October 1702
11 14

Mechteld Apfil 15 1705

Isaak June 20-1708

Nicholks November l2 1710
4r

Jannetjen January 29 1712

Infrornation compiled from wills déeds4 church records
4-r4
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1e

.1

.r
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ISAAC VAN dAEN

Isaac Van Campeh

Isaac son of John Jr and Madelene Yan bampen

Baptised July 30 l72lKingstorf

According to records of theMinisinkVa1ley Dutóh Reformed Church

Isaac was living in Smithfield nns5dvania partofthe lower

t.r 4jMinisinks when on 0cober 20 1741 hemarriedMadeIeha Lena as
Rosenkrans of WalpackNew Jrsey flJ ci
Issue .Isaak Van Campen

Mantje Baptised January l3J745a
Lena Rosenkrantz

2V 49V.4j
Isaac VanKampen Má IJkt WoWmsti8
Magdalena Rosenkrantz

IsakflanKampen

-lena II Catherine Jiuàry 19 1747

Isak Vn Campen
Alex March 5- 1949Jena

Isaak Van Kampen
Magdalen June 10 1750

Magdalena

Madelena tenawas still living 1772

karried Sarah _______ 1780

-At the time Isaas will was probated 1801 on4r thefollowing children

afe mentioned

Abraham

Catrina

Three impotent childien Abraham Mary Sarah

Isaac
All aboveat home
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HARM0NHENDRICK R0SEWNSFdItY

-Rosekrance Rsekrantz

Harmon Hendricks Rosenkrans

Ffarmon-emmigratedfrom Bergen Norway to K.ingdton New Yprkin tile Ii
44

early 1600s thence down the1 Delaware to Watpack New.JerseSr He

married On March 1657 Madelena Dirck of New Y6rk Ci.ty. As a4
residentaof Kingston Harmbn.wastaxed 12 ildes foI the new parsonage

He.and his wife weiereoefved into the church Jun 24 1661 Harmon

died at Hochethter NewYork in 1697

Issue Alexander eldest Of8 children

MaMlyn arigen Marrdtjen DePuof Kingson

December4 11 11713 She was baptised the N.a

Dutch C1urch April l66i

4Thesettled at Shappanack 1731
Issue Marià baptised December 19 1714

married Jac6bus SchoonmakeroEodhester

5phannis John born Ju1r 1724

Married0ranna De Wilt

They aivedat the uppérShappanackFort

Isue Bentjamin Thorn WálpadkJanuàry 31 f797

Married Irdia Layton

children

Margarét schdonihker

cl1ilren

2childkefl

JbhnI
MarrIed Ctrina daughter of Abraham

VanCàmpén and grariddughterof

Iaac
Issue Arahtm Van barnpenRosenkrdns

Sold supper Shappanack firm

to Hull family
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ci

Harmànu Harmon born May.10 1t6

Married Anna Stout 1743

He purchased lower Shappanack farm from

his fatherAlexari4er 1742

His wife joined the WalpackCkfurch December

p24 1148

Issue Adcording to Walpack ReOrm- Church
-I

record the following children were

bajitised for Harmon and Mary or Maria

Stout

Alex AprIl 25 1744

Catherineè$$8t1eI2 U74
Anna Octobèr 1750

.- jç ta ft_ej 4LY
l753

4C3 fL -4

-Añnatje

Rache

Harmonis

Hendrick

Christina

Dirk

Sarah

Information compiled from
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Interview with Mrs Howard Doremus Anna Losey Branchville 8/2/1972

daughter of Jess Losey Anna was born in Pa and moved with her

family to tenant house Richard Layton short distance from Van Campen

Inn then owned by Mr Layton Mr Layton raised tobacco and had drying

barns near the river Mrs Doremus watched them go down the river in the

1903 flood when the water came up to the Old Mine road

After several years in Laytons tenant house the Loseys moved to

tenant house on the Berk place on Ridge road Then about 1908 they moved

into the Van Campen house Anna was about l4yrs old The wing was on

the house as late 1912 and the Loseys used it as summer kitchen doing

canning and washing there The cellar part was used for storing vegetables

fellow came by in 1908 asking to see the inside of the famous house

He took picture that later appeared on post card in blue color See

card with boy on the bridge Mr Nine also stopped by 1903

According to Mrs Doremus the main flOor had two large rooms separated

by large central hall The room to the right of the main entrance was used

as parlor It had no paftelling small fireplace and two walnut cupboards

The other room was used as akitchen It had no panelling large

fireplace which they didnt use She thought it had date inside and two

small closets went up both sides of it stove was in the center of the

room One cupboard stood on either side The ôp shelves were used for

storing dishes and the bottom for the childrens toys

Stairs to the cellar were in the hall under the main stariway

The second floor was divided into two large and one small bedrooms

only one with fireplace Windows upstairs were 12/9 while down stairs

they were 12l2

Mrs Doremus had an original picture taken by Nine the blue postcard

and one marked Squire Van Campen HOtel

66





Interview iith Mr.Harr Gari 83yrs Old MneRoad July 22 1972

ik_i an -- 3p

Mr Oaris was born about 1189 on the frmbetweennigWtstand.M6Brides

Ribhaid Lajton lived nearby The latter rnarried kr1fl dp.ughter.and4heir
\.1 if

tl
son .Clarence Layton and 3J fl Van Syckle bouhtthe Vni Caffipehfttrm/from

Vt hi r1
Adc4ordtngto Mr Garris thewing.was tbtndowAwhTeñ VaSyãk1e owned

4h tA
it Mr Garrishèlped tear itllowm-iether 1917 or 1918 he wasnt sure

It had eparate wall Thebuildirighano panelling inany Of the rooms

when Mr Garris was in it but it did have Dutáhdoór at the rear of hall

way1

Mr Garris to1dthat Mr Layton raised tobacco and ma4r hces of pptates

The tobdOcobarns were ddstr6Ped the l9Ô3 flood He had also heard there

was distil1eryon the property

Mr Garris knewof.the slave cemet4ar On4 rod across Pompii Ridgem

toward Walpack It didnt have anymarkers
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.Iflterviewwithmelmh Bkwishotwell of breen Township

SussexCounty Julri974

While John if Van ickle owned the Can Cathpen property 1911920

Thelmas father ran thedairy dhe was in her teens when she lived in

tWe house sIie doesnC rememberthe wing being theM She did remernber

that there wabacDutch4door at the back ena of the hailwayf theie wasno

panelling in any of the rdoms and they didnithuse the- firepace

Her sister Gladys BrbwnPricewas younger anddidnt remeinber any

thing else

tc

Intefview wLth Ruèl1 Heater Old Mine Road
-j

ts

Mr Heater had .been.a tentat for Chàrles Beisier in the early 1950s

Hi -br-other Williarrwas tenant ib the 1tel95Os Mx Heate didnt

remerhbeimich abotft he place He dáded the redwood deck- on the North end

of the house

tAccording to 11 Heater Mr Beisler found bne setof-shackles in the

basement and gun slts in the carriage houseacross the road
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Interziew with Hilda Ludwig September 1914

Mrs Ludwig and her husband Nat rented the Van Campen property from

Susan Tuthill in 1938 At that time cook stove was in the parlor and

that c6nverted it to bottle gas Ab outhousêwwas1locatadurthet ati
is

toward the orchard The fifeplace were not in ue and in 1939 the Ludwis-
tS

installed furnace with minimum amountofThiSt wok.\Pane1lin7wast
41 1q

already there The North Zi

In1939 the MétropOlftanjluseum hadan Early Amebicanings One-oft4 i-t
the display rooms obeseved by Mrs LudwighdJaAel1linexactl3yli1teiihat

was ubedin thepariorSouth room of Van Campensincluding barrel cup4

bokrds Theplaque read From colonial mansion in-Pennsylvania circa

l750
According to Mrs Ludwig the Tuthilis hadrepladed the lower part

of the windows on the second floor as thy were iii bad repir The upper

parts appeared to bb hand blown with bubbles showing and were probably

original The Tuthills alsó aded1thd dorrheriindowin he rear of th

.ttic and laid wate pipe above ground from the spring átthê topof

hilill âboe the orchard Is wds disconnected in wintet when the Tuthills
-I-

went to Flofida lo cabin was located near the sprang

In 1940 Mr Ludwig dug 1400 foot .long diEch 44 toot deep buring

the water pipe Water tencame to the house from the spring by gravity

Since there was no elecricity untfl 1948 keosene lamp were used

When électiicity was installed the large beams in the cellar had ito be

liand drilled ijpstairs pathes were placed on outside oè wall These

had original aster over straw filler and wôuldhaecumb1edif disturbed

Inl940 the North wall where the wing had been attached was bulgeing

and cSackihg Mr. Ludwig added cement.suporting wall

Information gathéréd by Mr Tuthill and told to Mrs Ludwig was that

door in the back wall of the North room existed near the 12 foot fire

place Slaves would snake huge logs int6thê oom rith mules Iater when

thd fireplace wasYmae smaller there was tho need for the doorway and

was ciLosed The outline can still be seen
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Shortly after World War an elderly lady one of Mr Burkes grand
daughters visited the Ludwigs Hhe had lived in the house as child

and the family had used the wing as cook house

The Ludwigs purchased the propetry 1941 until 1950 and where the

last owners to live in the house Mrs Ludwig raised corm and other
truck on the river flats and sold them in the city

According to Mrs Ludwig the Tuthills never lived in the house but

leased it 0ne tenant being Tex Howard who used it as the Diamond

Ranch

Mrs Ludwig said her husband found the fireback in the basement and

placed it in the fireplace in the South room
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25
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26
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27
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Delaware
Water Pap

The Van Callipen Inn constructed 1746 is show

here after the restoration was completed in Jure 194

PE4N5LVANA

Located along the historic Old Mine Road

NATIONAL LZCREA IO5 FA
NEW JERL.EY Also SYLYSNIA



FELCOME TO THE VAN CAMPEN INN

rwiig ur ir cng ii kr

fly It nih

it tiC ui few fete star the Old Nine Rail rceit name feran
tti the Hudson River at Esogus now kniwn as hugston 11 wu

cullid th 111th Ceutury The name Old tErn ci because eI

1r ed ceiaer in Pihcguarry few niles uth of his housc rn

to wis oi shi sifling for Hill it rc it res

it explored the irea for caine cud it siuil back

frro tin vdin thnt rv nit In rI in
Is iis sIte its at mining are Div tclro to hay beer

si Ceituvis few of which wr susfan for sveral yeir

at the luwgr0deof the ore

ly ieh ttlers used tie trail to cx lire the Dl ware VH/
ttled soon after 1700 In this area kn wn by the Indians as

VU Ii 17 ta er Rosekrans fRoseikrais began purchasing land named Shspinagh

ei es Inc us where he built hoe aid otter buildngs and raisirn

ie 11 51 acres of river fiats and uplii /escrihed as unocup led

aid iii roved to his oliest son Harmen then 27 and in 45 aold the northern sect on

to his so rget iils John retaining sam acreage isciuding meadow over the

hll fir hirre aced recorded that the Upper Shapanack property then included
eses barn stub cc rds etc

Ii 1754 rr Id his property to his sisters husband Isaac Van Campen then

ti aio LO si
sl buIldings hotrcs barns barricks mine yud minerala On

it tine ycir tid dane much building end raised four children all baptired in

t5e lpr Cli cb ci lv Ithr evidence ard few architectural details suggest that it

Ca Pr ncr built this stone house probably around 1746

Ii the md itu there were few inhabitants and inns were rare except in

is caus Dlv cil legislatures ordered that certain farmhouses be dsignated
ci ugh hou cii vere travellers could rest overnight The early maps noted these

Ii sea teferie ii Ic ters and Journals reveal that Van Camps was visited by

Ge rils Ha Plo rites id Edward Hand Count Nicholas von Zinzendorf who established
the Norsvian tUeti net ginnIng in 17411 and John Adams who freguently stopped on his

Juurneys oetween in Massachusetts and Congress convened in Philadelphia Count

Fur kl spent hree nths here with cavalry regiment in 1778 Geseral George
Wa biigtun evidul kiev of it It is not surprising the house acguired the name Van
Cmpei Inn though real function was always farmhouse

ii ious isy hs hao one other function During the Indian troubles the Jersey
glslatu authorIzed the building of forts and the creation of supporting militia It

blivec thit least seven forts were established between Phillipsburg and
ok rack Port vii John Rosmnkrans was militia colonel and fort is believed

to have been on hi Pr ny of Upper Shapanack on the knoll overlooking the Van Campen

Inn however th fort eas often referred to as Van Camps or as Headguarters at Van

ai as Reurds -tarn shrwing shelter from Indians was provided at this stone house
Srvral tIe south ii her stone house owned by Col Abraham Van Campen Isaacs uncle
also served as fort

Most of the stone louses of the Delaware Valley were built by the English many of

them aVers who sttled thu area in nuetuers beginning in the last decades of the 18th

eutury Th Cuapn lnn is formally Georgian but it shows few distinctly Dutch
eea ures the fle oaf at the eaves called Dutch kick and the Dutch doors

the cllar aol ci hill dry

rh psi ill
up

Ih is the only 16th Ceutury sariyule in this area Most door
ia re butterfly hinges on the cabinet in the keeping room I/ic

ulrwuy It tb CC tuge beaded boim are orb/u stone kitchen wiii
rth çb wd vas torn diwn in 1917 or 1918 wis probably added by Isa cc

ía ii ei uroual 1/CD

Rcstoratl upleI in 1984 stabilized the south gable and front walls which
ause of ii Ce HUgs had been moving since soon after 1746 water pressure

cguiust the cell still ast side had bowed the foundation wall inward and this hus

he hulled Ih at uion of concrete buttress wall The present porch is

reonstr ted fro to raph of late 19th Century alleriUon to the early entry

Nothing is krown of the origiu porch

Di smsnt trig the front and south

ud wills Septetruuer 1981

istoric Amecican Buildings

Survey June and July 19o7

Wall reconstruction firtoher 198

Wall recuiistrrrt iou ouuplete

May 1982Uratlon begins /Iugdst 1Q81


