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Abstract — Buellia spuria is known in Asia, Europe, and North America. It is infrequent in California and frequent only in the Mojave Desert in Joshua Tree
where it was documented by 13 collections. Specimens of Buellia spuria with eroded thalli can be mistaken for B. abstracta. The map of distribution of B.
spuria in Joshua Tree is presented. We compiled a detailed list of records based on GPS data.
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Buellia spuria (Schaef.) Anzi

DESCRIPTION. — Bungartz et al. 2007.
WORLD DISTRIBUTION. — Asia, Europe, North America.
SUBSTRATE. — Non-calcareous rock; on granite in Joshua Tree.

NOTES. — Buellia spuria is infrequent in California. It is only frequent in the Mojave Desert in Joshua Tree where it was documented by 13 collections.
Specimens of Buellia spuria with eroded thalli can be mistaken for B. abstracta, which differs in having slightly broader ascospores and an epihymenium
turning violet in nitric acid. The thallus of several specimens was sometimes negative with spot tests and levels of secondary metabolites could only be
ascertained with thin-layer chromatography. Norstictic acid occurred in all specimens and was usually minor. Stictic acid aggregate was major (Michalova
2012). Norstictic or stictic acid tended to be most concentrated beneath the apothecia. It usually has a distinctive orbicular thallus.

DISTRIBUTION. — East of Quail Mountain, Little San Bernardino Mountains (Pushwalla Pass), Lost Horse Mountains, Lost Horse Valley, Saddle Rock,
upper Juniper Flats, Wonderland of Rocks (Keys Ranch, Wall Street Mill).
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