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Abstract — Heteroplacidium compactum is a cosmopolitan species. It is common in southern California deserts including the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts in
Joshua Tree. It usually grows on non-calcareous rock and it is considered a lichenicolous lichen. The map of distribution of H. compactum in Joshua Tree
National Park is presented. We compiled a detailed list of records based on GPS data.
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Heteroplacidium compactum (A. Massal.) Gueidan & Cl. Roux
DESCRIPTION. — Breuss 2007 (as Verrucaria compacta).
WORLD DISTRIBUTION. — Cosmopolitan.
SUBSTRATE. — Usually non-calcareous rock and considered a lichenicolous lichen (Kocourkova et al. 2012).

NOTES. — Heteroplacidium compactum is common in southern California deserts. It is documented by 30 collections in the Mojave and Sonoran
Deserts in Joshua Tree. Heteroplacidium zamenhofianum (Clauz. & Cl. Roux) Gueidan & CIl. Roux is a calciphile and a lichenicolous lichen on Staurothele
species. It is known from limestone and dolomite in Cactus Flats in the southwestern Mojave Desert (Knudsen 2005; Breuss 2007), but has not yet been
discovered in Joshua Tree.

DISTRIBUTION. — Cottonwood Mountains (Cottonwood Canyon), Hexie Mountains, Juniper Flats, Little San Bernardino Mountains (Black Rock, Keys
View, Pushwalla), lower and upper Covington Flats, Pinkham Canyon, Queen Valley, Ryan Mountain, Sheep’s Pass, Skull Rock, Squaw Tank, Wonderland of
Rocks (Indian Cove, Keys Ranch).
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Known distribution of Heteroplacidium compactum in JTNP.
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All 238 of Knudsen’s and Kocourkova’s
lichen collection sites throughout Joshua
Tree National Park between the years of
2005 and 2012.
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ArcGIS, 10.1; electronic form, file type pdf.



