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conservation areas

phytoplankton Planktonic plant life.
silence

Rocks containing minerals of economic value in such
ore deposit amount that they can be profitably exploited.

space water

antinuclear shelters

A stream or river that flows into a larger one; a

affluents tributary.
A perpendicular or steep descent of the water of a
stream, as where it crosses an outcrop of resistant
rock overhanging softer rock that has been eroded or
waterfalls flows over the edge of a plateau of cliffed coast.

forest biological reserve

Forest areas which are protected and guarded from
deforestation because of the fragility of its
ecosystems, and because they provide habitats for
hundreds of species of plants and animals.

terrestrial environment

The continental as distinct from the marine and
atmospheric environments. It is the environment in
which terrestrial organisms live.

rats
A commercial establishment for processing or selling
dairy farm milk and milk products.
epicentral intensity
old housing

cornfield species

rockery plant

adventitious plants




residential area with speed bumps

Residential zones where raised areas are built across
roads so that vehicles are forced to move more slowly
along it.

metallic mineral

Minerals containing metals, such as bauxite, pyrite,
etc.

thermal bath

Shall be interpreted comprehensively to include the
natural and physical environment and the relationship
of people with that environment.

soil air

The air and other gases in spaces in the soil;
specifically that which is found within the zone of
aeration. Also known as soil atmosphere.

shipyard

A yard where ships are built or repaired.

necrophagous bird

cryosphere

The frozen part of the Earth's surface. The cryosphere
includes the polar ice caps, continental ice sheets,
mountain glaciers, sea ice, snow cover, lake and river
ice, and permafrost.

salt layer

water-sediment interface

wind power station

Power station which uses wind to drive a turbine
which creates electricity.

The layer of the atmosphere which is sandwiched
between the troposphere and mesosphere. Of the

stratosphere energy that reaches the Earth from the sun, only 3%
A place by the shore where ships may run in for
ports shelter from storms, or to load and unload.
A small version of a planned industrial plant, built to
pilot plant gain experience in operating the final plant.
farming land

plant community

Any group of plants belonging to a number of different
species that co-occur in the same habitat or area and
interact through trophic and spatial relationships;
typically characterized by reference to one or more
dominant species.

river bed

Lowest part of a river valley shaped by the flow of
water and along which most of the sediment and
runoff moves in interflood periods.

reusable packaging

Any packaging which has been conceived and
designed to accomplish within its life cycle a minimum
number of trips or rotations in order to be refilled or
reused for the same purpose for which it was
conceived.

volcanic eruption

The ejection of solid, liquid, or gaseous material from
a volcano.

digestion

higher plant

pteridophytes

indigenous plant

medicinal plant

Plants having therapeutic properties.

lake ecosystem

sea spray

Ensemble of water droplets torn by the wind from the
surface of an extensive body of water,generally from
the crests of waves,and carried up a short distance
into the air.

protected flora




electric installation

chemical plants

Plants where basic raw materials are chemically
converted into a variety of products.

rural habitat

The biotopes located in areas where agriculture is
practiced.

<settlements by form>

recreation facility

managed resource area

paths

A route or track between one place to another.

coniferous trees

water self-purification

The ability of a body of water to rid itself of pollutants.
The removal of organic material, plant nutrients, or
other pollutants from a lake or stream by the activity of
the resident biological community. Biodegradable
material added to a body of water will gradually be
utilized by the microorganisms in the water, lowering
the pollution levels. If excessive amounts of additional
pollutants are not added downstream, the water will
undergo self-cleansing. This process does not apply
to pollution by non-biodegradable organic compounds
or metals.

inversion layer

The atmosphere layer through which an inversion
occurs.

Any room, structure or area used as a residence and
associated with subsistence activities, including

living space sleeping, relaxing or eating.
A fracture or a zone of fractures along which there
has been displacement of the sides relative to one
fault another parallel to the fracture.

interplanetary space

Space extending between the sun and the planets of
the solar system. Interplanetary space is not empty,
but contains dust, particles with an electric charge,
and the magnetic field of the sun (also called the IMF,
or Interplanetary Magnetic Field).

saprophytes

Any plant that depends on dead plant or animal tissue
for a source of nutrition and metabolic energy, e.g.,
most fungi (molds) and a few flowering plants, such
as Indian pipe and some orchids. Most saprophytes
do not produce chlorophyll and therefore do not
photosynthesize; they are thus dependent on the food
energy they absorb from the decaying tissues, which
they help to break down.

continental drift

The theory that the continental land masses have
drifted apart over the course of geological time.

lavic rocks

Precipitation in the form of balls or irregular lumps of

ice, always produced by convective clouds, nearly
hail always cumulonimbus.

Suspensions of minute water droplets or ice crystals
clouds produced by the condensation of water vapour.
digestive system
stomach

small intestine

fishing ground

Area of sea or freshwater where fish are caught.




A public road that is usually lined with buildings,

streets especially in a town.
A fast, short stream of water with strong changes in
torrents flow.
salt water Water of the seas, distinguished by high salinity.
The status of a soil with respect to the amount and
availability to plants of elements necessary for plant
soil fertility growth.

flora (biology)

The plant life characterizing a specific geographic
region or environment.

meanders

One curved portion of a sinuous or winding stream
channel, consisting of two consecutive loops, one
turning clockwise and the other anticlockwise.

submarine morphology

That aspect of geological oceanography which deals
with the relief features of the ocean floor and with the
forces that modify them.

subsidised housing

artificial lakes

Lakes created behind manmade barriers.

man-made lake

Lakes created behind manmade barriers.

brackish water

Water, salty between the concentrations of fresh
water and sea water; usually 5-10 parts x thousand.

blood plasma

surface water

Water which flows over or is stored on the ground
surface.

atmospheric processes

Atmospheric processes are distinguished in physical
and chemical processes and both types may be
operating simultaneously in complicated and
interdependent ways. The physical processes of
transport by atmospheric winds and the formation of
clouds and precipitation strongly influence the
patterns and rates of acidic deposition, while chemical
reactions govern the forms of the compounds
deposited.

Rayleigh waves

multiple family dwelling

Any shelter containing two or more dwellings, units, or
both.

critically endangered species

A taxon is Critically Endangered when the best
available evidence (severe population decline, very
small population, very small geographic area
occupied, or a calculated probability of extinction
during the next 10 years of >50%) indicates that it is
facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild.

rain water pollution

lead-in-petrol law

utilities

A service which is used by the public, such as an
electricity or gas supply or a train service.

sound wave

water bird

regional park

sinking




monsoon

A name for seasonal winds, first applied to the winds
over the Arabian Sea that blow for six months from
the northeast and for six months from the southwest.
The term has been extended to similar winds in other
parts of the world (i.e., the prevailing west to
northwest winds of summer in Europe have been
called the ""European monsoon™). The primary cause
for these seasonal winds is the much greater annual
variation of temperature over large land areas
compared with neighboring ocean surfaces, causing
an excess of pressure over the continents in winter
and a deficit in summer, but other factors, such as
topography of the land, also have an effect. The
monsoons are strongest in the southern and eastern
sides of Asia, but also occur along the coasts of
tropical regions wherever the planetary circulation is
not strong enough to inhibit them. The monsoon
climate can be described as a long winter-spring ""dry
season™, which includes a ""cold season™ followed
by a short ""hot season™ just preceding the rains; a
summer and early autumn rainy season, which is geneg

seismic intensity

test organism

Any animal organism used for scientific research.

The top layer of the land surface of the earth that is
composed of disintegrated rock particles, humus,

Soil water and air.
seascape
Nearly level land along a stream flooded only when
the streamflow exceeds the water carrying capacity of
flood plain the channel.
bathing areas
matter flow

gauging station

Site selected on a stream at which systematic
measurements of water level or discharge are made.

recreational dock

seaport

A port, harbor or town on the seacoast or accessible
(as by a connecting river) to seagoing ships and
active in shipping or other marine activities.

interspecific competition

ancient cities

cork forests

municipal heating network

System of heating all houses in a urban district from a
central source (as from hot springs in Iceland or by
cooling water from a power station).

natural environment

The complex of atmospheric, geological and biological
characteristics found in an area in the absence of
artifacts or influences of a well developed
technological, human culture.

earthquake-proof construction




mountains

A feature of the earth's surface that rises high above
the base and has generally steep slopes and a
relatively small summit area. Mountains are an
important source of water, energy, minerals, forest
and agricultural products, and recreation. They are
storehouses of biological diversity and endangered
species and an essential part of the global ecosystem.
About 10% of the world's population depend on
mountain resources and nearly half of these people
are affected by the degradation of mountain
watershed areas.

atmospheric inversion

A temperature inversion in the atmosphere in which
the temperature, instead of falling, increases with
height above the ground.

building areas

Land and other places on, under, in or through which
the temporary and permanent works are to be
executed and any other lands or places needed for
the purposes of construction.

A building or groups of buildings where goods are

factories manufactured.

ridge
A region of the earth's atmosphere, extending from
about 60 to 1000 kilometers above the earth's
surface, in which there is a high concentration of free
electrons formed as a result of ionizing radiation

ionosphere entering the atmosphere from space.

surface wave

soil nature

ecological valency

A narrow, deep valley with nearly vertical rocky walls,
enclosed by mountains, smaller than canyon, and
more steep-sided than a ravine; especially a

gorge restricted, steep-walled part of a canyon.

ravine
The supersonic flow of gas, composed of ionized
hydrogen and helium, which continuously flows from
the sun out through the solar system with velocities of
300 to 1000 km/sec; it carries magnetic fields from

solar wind the sun.

seism power

orientation

overwintering

To spend winter in a particular place.

hexachlorobutadiene

freight village

An integrated system of logistics, rail and road
infrastructures designed for the transport of freight. It
is directly connected to the national railway line and
motorway system.

1) Fine mineral material formed from the erosion of
rock fragments and deposited by rivers. Its particles
are the intermediate form between sand and clay. 2)
Sedimentary material suspended in running or
standing water, especially sediment composed of silt-

river silt sized particles.
A fall or slide of a large mass, as of snow or rock,
avalanche down a mountainside.

bicycle industry




high tide

bracken

settlement Small village or colony where people have settled.
An open, curving indentation made by the sea or a

bays lake into a coastline.

oceanic circulation

gulfs

An inlet of the sea of large areal proportions, more
indented than a bay and generally more enclosed.

microbial resource

Any available source of supply derived from microbes,
which would be used for beneficial purposes, such as
for the production of food substances and drugs.

poriferan

The sponges, a phylum of the animal kingdom
characterized by the presence of canal systems and
chambers through which water is drawn in and
released; tissues and organs are absent.

geological process

Dynamic actions or events that occur at the Earth's
surface due to application of natural forces resulting
from gravity, temperature changes, freezing and
thawing, chemical reactions, seismic shaking, and the
agencies of wind and moving water, ice and snow.
Where and when a force exceeds the strength of the
earth material, the material is changed by
deformation, translocation, or chemical reactions.

blossoming

dormitory town

A residential community consisting of homes for
sleeping and personal activities from which the
majority of the working population commute to places
of employment, trade and recreation.

natural scenery

An area where human effects, if present, are not
significant to the landscape as a whole.

valleys

Any low-lying land bordered by higher ground;
especially an elongate, relatively large, gently sloping
depression of the Earth's surface, commonly situated
between two mountains or between ranges of hills or
mountains, and often containing a stream with an
outlet. It is usually developed by stream erosion, but
may be formed by faulting.

brown earths

A group of zonal soils whose surface horizon is dark
and highly organic, below which is a lighter-coloured
horizon and an accumulation of lime. It is developed
under conditions of temperate to cool subhumid
climate.

reserves

Any area of land or water that has been set aside for a
special purpose, often to prevent or reduce harm to its
wildlife and ecosystems.

mainland

settling basins

trunk road

A main road, especially one that is suitable for heavy
vehicles.




air movement

Air movements within the Earth's atmospheric
circulation; also called planetary winds. Two main
components are recognized: first, the latitudinal
meridional component due to the Coriolis force (a
deflecting motion or force discussed by G.G. de
Coriolis in 1835. The rotation of the Earth causes a
body moving across its surface to be deflected to the
right in the N hemisphere and to the left in the S
hemisphere); and secondly, the longitudinal
component and the vertical movement, resulting
largely from varying pressure distributions due to
differential heating and cooling of the Earth's surface.

advection

Process of transfer of air-mass properties by the
velocity field of the atmosphere.

submarine area

water bottom

The floor upon which any body of water rests.

predators

Animal which kills and eats other animals.

breeding birds

The individuals in a bird population that are involved in
reproduction during a particular period in a given
place.

nesting bird

macroinvertebrate

troposphere

The lowest of the concentric layers of the atmosphere,
occurring between the Earth's surface and the
tropopause. It is the zone where atmospheric
turbulence is at its greatest and where the bulk of the
Earth's weather is generated. It contains almost all the
water vapour and aerosols and three-quarters of the
total gaseous mass of the atmosphere. Throughout
the troposphere temperature decreases with height at
a mean rate of 6.5A°C/km and the whole zone is
capped by either an inversion of temperature or an
isothermal layer at the tropopause.

tropopause

The boundary between the troposphere and
stratosphere, usually characterized by an abrupt
change of lapse rate; the change is in the direction of
increased atmospheric stability from regions below to
regions above the tropopause.

alpine ecosystem

The natural habitat of a wide variety of flora and
fauna, some of it unique to the area. The alpine
forests protect houses and winter sports centres
against rock falls and landslides and also stabilize the
banks of its rivers. However they have been badly
affected by acid rain and air pollution. Large dams
have destroyed the ecological balance of rivers and
wetlands, and many rivers were polluted to such an
extent that the fish are contaminated. Some animal
species, including the otter, lynx, brown bear and wolf,
have virtually disappeared from the Alps. Bearded
vultures, bred in captivity, have been returned to the
area. Conservation groups have been very active in
the Alps, particularly on issues like acid rain and the
pressure of tourism.




pressure variation

nesting

The building of nests for egg laying and rearing of
offspring.

firebreak zone

minor bed Stream channel occupied during periods of low flow.
The point, location or structure where effluent
discharges into a body of marine waters such as a
sea outfall sea, ocean, etc.

lymphatic system

A system of vessels and nodes conveying lymph in
the vertebrate body, beginning with capillaries in
tissue spaces and eventually forming the thoracic
ducts which empty in the subclavian veins.

natural accretion

The slow addition to land by deposition of water-borne
sediment. An increase in land along the shores of a
body of water, as by Alluvial deposit. Accretion and
alluvion are often used synonymously.

world The Earth with all its inhabitants and all things upon it.
Waterlogged, spongy ground containing alkaline
decaying vegetation, characterized by reeds, that may
develop into peat. It sometimes occurs in the

fen sinkholes of karst region.

vulnerable species

A taxon is Vulnerable when the best available
evidence (substantial population decline, small
population, fairly small geographic area occupied, or a
calculated probability of extinction during the next 100
years is >10%) indicates that it is considered to be
facing a high risk of extinction in the wild.

biomass energy

A renewable energy source that makes use of such
biofuels as methane (biogas) generated by sewage,
farm, industrial, or household organic waste materials.
Other biofuels include trees grown in so-called
""energy forests"" or other plants, such as sugar cane,
grown for their energy potential. Biomass energy
relies on combustion and therefore produces carbon
dioxide; its use would not, therefore, alleviate the
greenhouse effect.

high voltage line

An electric line with a voltage on the order of
thousands of volts.




1) A cave, especially when large and formed by
underground water, or a large chamber in a cave. 2) A
natural cavity, chamber or recess which leads
beneath the surface of the earth, generally in a
horizontal or obliquely inclined direction. It may be in
the form of a passage or a gallery, its shape
depending in part on the joint pattern or structure of
the rock and partly on the type of process involved in
its excavation. Thus, caves worn by subterranean
rivers may be different in character from, and of
considerably greater extent than, a sea-cave eroded
by marine waves. 3) A natural underground open
space, generally with a connection to the surface and
large enough for a person to enter. The most common

caverns type of cave is formed in limestone by dissolution.
A small-scale, rapidly rotating column of wind, formed
thermally and most likely to develop on clear, dry, hot
afternoons. Often called a dust devil when visible by
the dust, dirt or debris it picks up. Also slang for a
whirlwind landspout or a tornado.
The size distribution of solid particles on a series of
standard sieves of decreasing size, expressed as a
sieving weight percent.
sports field
Not domesticated animals living independently of
wild fauna man.
animals for slaughter Animals bred and killed for the production of food.
underwood

nesting species

structure-activity relationship

The association between a chemical structure and
carcinogenicity.

The main organ of photosynthesis and transpiration in
higher plants, usually consisting of a flat green blade

leaf attached to the stem directly or by a stalk.
A small-scale climatic condition generated by living
bioclimate organisms.

gas generators

An apparatus that supplies a high-pressure gas flow
to drive compressors, airscrews, and other machines.

domestic heating

The operation or process of transporting and
distributing heat energy into a home or domestic
environment through a controllable heating device
such as a furnace, boiler or heat pump, for purposes
of occupant comfort and maintenance of indoor
environmental temperature.

clean air areas

Areas where significant reductions in ozone forming
pollutants have been achieved through industrial
initiatives to control and/or prevent pollution, through
implementation of transportation improvement plans,
national efforts to reduce automobile tailpipe
emissions and lower the volatility (evaporation rate) of
gasoline.

atmospheric pressure

The pressure at any point in an atmosphere due
solely to the weight of the atmospheric gases above
the point concerned.




zooplankton

Animal portion of the plankton; the animal community
in marine and fresh-water situations which floats free
in the water, independent of the shore and the bottom,
moving passively with the currents.

alternative energies

Energy derived from source other than the burning of
coal, petroleum or natural gas, or from nuclear fusion
or nuclear fission; usually derived on a domestic or
small-community scale. Examples of alternative
energy installations include those on small-scale
based on bio-gas, solar power, hydroelectric power or
wind power.

temperature

A property that determines the direction of heat flow
when an object is brought into thermal contact with
other objects: heat flows from regions of higher to
those of lower temperatures.

larva

Among invertebrates, an immature stage in the life
cycle which usually is much smaller than, and
morphologically different from, the adult. In insects
with metamorphosis, the larva must become a pupa
before reaching adulthood.

macroseismicity

Seismicity of a level such that it implies
significant,coherent,sustained tectonic activity.

subduction zone

A zone of mountain building,usually at the edge of a
continent,where one tectonic plate slips beneath
another and is consumed(re-melted)at depth along a
sloping fault zone.

<geographic factors>

sediment discharge

Discharge of sediment material of a stream at a given
cross section.

colonisation

The successful invasion of a new habitat by a
species.

sex ratio

aerobiosis

Life or metabolic reactions in the presence of
molecular oxygen.

energy flow

The passage of energy through the trophic levels of a
food chain. Energy, almost all of it from sunlight, is
trapped by the autotrophic organisms of the first
trophic level. Because much energy is dissipated
during respiration, about 90 percent of the available
chemical energy is lost each time energy is
transferred from one trophic level to the next higher
one.

sulphur concentration

Sulphur content in a solution.

human settlement

Cities, towns, villages, and other concentrations of
human populations which inhabit a given segment or
area of the environment. Human settlements are
associated with numerous and complex
environmental, pollution, and living condition problems
for planning and management.

flow regime

The pattern of flow in a river which can be described
in terms of quantity, frequency, duration and seasonal
nature of water flows.




A large group of plants characterized by the presence
of specialized conducting tissues (xylem and phloem)

tracheophyte in the roots, stems, and leaves.
A path or rough road which is made of earth rather
than having a surface covered with stone or other
tracks material.

wave erosion

Erosion of the ocean floor by sediment moved by
ocean waves.

The breakdown of solid rock into smaller particles and
its removal by wind. It may occur on any soil whose
surface is dry, unprotected by vegetation (to bind it at
root level and shelter the surface) and consists of light
particles. The mechanisms include straightforward
picking up of dust and soil particles by the airflow and
the dislodging or abrasion of surface material by the

wind erosion impact of particles already airborne.
O

Any of various complex organic acids obtained from
humic acid humus; insoluble in acids and organic solvents.

natural monument

A natural/cultural feature which is of outstanding or
unique value because of its inherent rarity,
representative of aesthetic qualities or cultural
significance. Guidance for selection of a natural
monument is: a) The area should contain one or more
features of outstanding significance (appropriate
natural features include spectacular waterfalls, caves,
craters, fossil beds, sand dunes and marine features,
along with unique or representative fauna and flora;
associated cultural features might include cave
dwellings, cliff-top forts, archaeological sites, or
natural sites which have heritage significance to
indigenous peoples).; b) The area should be large
enough to protect the integrity of the feature and its
immediately related surroundings.

marine food chain

milk factory

high water

State of the tide when the water level is highest.

national reserve

animal foodstuffs industry

longshore bar

business policy

The guiding procedure for an enterprise or company
organized for commercial purposes.

antifreeze

A liquid substance, often consisting of ethylene glycol
or alcohol mixed with another liquid, which is used to
lower the freezing point of a solvent, particularly the
water in a cooling system of an internal-combustion
engine.

<sensitive natural areas, hazard areas>

morphogenesis

wildlife

Animals and plants that grow independently of people,
usually in natural conditions.

fuel oil tank

storage tank




equipment

Any collection of materials, supplies or apparatuses
stored, furnished or provided for an undertaking or
activity.

pollutant immission

The transfer of solid, liquid, or gaseous contaminants
in the air, water, and soil.

anemometer

An instrument for measuring and indicating the force
or speed of the wind.

lacquer

A material which contains a substantial quantity of a
cellulose derivative, most commonly nitrocellulose but
sometimes a cellulose ester, such as cellulose
acetate or cellulose butyrate, or a cellulose ether such
as ethyl cellulose; used to give a glossy finish,
especially on brass and other bright metals.

environmental resource

Those elements, features, conditions and areas
valued by man that can be characterized as
physiographic, biological, cultural, and aesthetic.

dunes

A low mound, ridge, bank, or hill of loose, windblown
granular material (generally sand, sometimes volcanic
ash), either bare or covered with vegetation, capable
of movement from place but always retaining its
characteristic shape.

atmospheric scrubbing

The cleansing of the atmosphere by natural
precipitation (rain or snow) entraining airborn
contaminants to the surface of the earth.

rain runoff

The topographic flow of water from precipitation to
stream channels located at lower elevations. Occurs
when the infiltration capacity of an area's soil has
been exceeded.

alternative materials

Materials employed in the place of others which are
more dangerous for the environment, such as
phosphate substitutes in detergents.

firework

seasonal variation

In time series, that part of the movement which is
assigned to the effect of the seasons on the year.

whirlpool

Large eddy or vortex in a water body.

sandstone

A medium-grained clastic sedimentary rock
composed of abundant rounded or angular fragment
of sand size set in a fine-grained matrix (silt or clay)
and more or less firmly united by a cementing
material.

uncontrolled dump

Place where waste is left on the ground and not
buried in a hole.

precipitation enhancement

Increase of precipitation resulting from changes in the
colloidal stability of clouds. This can be either
intentional, as with cloud seeding, or unintentional, as
with air pollution, which increases aerosol
concentrations and reduces sunlight.

meteorological parameter

Variables, such as pressure, temperature, wind
strength, humidity, etc. from which conclusions as to
the forthcoming weather are drawn.

high mountain

hills

A natural elevation of the land surface, rising rather
prominently above the surrounding land, usually of
limited extent and having a well-defined outline,
rounded rather than peaked or rugged, with no
specific definition of absolute elevation.




undergrowth

recreational facility

Any type of structure or improvement planned,
designed, developed and managed for recreational
purposes.

zoological garden

Area in which animals, especially wild animals, are
kept so that people can go and look at them, or study
them.

zoological park

embryogenesis

The formation and development of an embryo from an
egyg.

differentiation

The development of cells so that they are capable of
performing specialized functions in the organs and
tissues of the organisms to which they belong.

biosystems

Moon

The natural satellite of the earth.

artificial satellites

Any man-made object placed in a near-periodic orbit
in which it moves mainly under the gravitational
influence of one celestial body, such as the earth, sun,
another planet, or a planet's moon.

solar radiation

Energy from the Sun. Also referred to as short-wave
radiation. Of importance to the climate system, solar
radiation includes ultra-violet radiation, visible
radiation, and infra-red radiation.

dipterous

submerged soil

construction sites

A piece of land on which a house or other building is
being built.

wind

The motion of air relative to the earth's surface;
usually means horizontal air motion, as distinguished
from vertical motion.

alkali lands

arid soils

arid southern soil

azonal soils

Any group of soils without well developed profile
characteristics, owing to their youth, conditions of
parent material, or relief that prevents development of
normal soil-profile characteristics.

<climate type>

Weather conditions typical of areas roughly
corresponding to lines of latitude.

desert climate

A climate type which is characterized by insufficient
moisture to support appreciable plant life; that is, a
climate of extreme aridity.

salt plug

A mass of salt which is injected as a diapir (a dome in
which the overlying rocks have been ruptured by the
squeezing-out of plastic core material) into overlying
sedimentary rocks, thereby piercing and deforming
them. The mechanism is similar to that of an intrusive
magma, with the salt deforming and behaving
plastically under pressure. It is of great economic
importance because it assists in the formation of a
""trap™ structure for oil accumulation, in addition to its
associated deposits of anhydrite, gypsum and
sulphur.




landform

Any physical, recognizable form or feature of the
Earth's surface, having a characteristic shape and
produced by natural causes; it includes major forms
such as plane, plateau and mountain, and minor
forms such as hill, valley, slope, esker, and dune.
Taken together the landforms make up the surface
configuration of the Earth's.

magnitude

a rating of a given earthquake independent of the
place of observation; it is calculated from
measurements on seismographs and it is properly
expressed in ordinary numbers and decimals based
on a logarithmic scale.

flood routing

The process of determining progressively the timing,
shape, and amplitude of a flood wave as it moves
downstream to successive points along the river.

hermaphroditism

insular flora

ecological load capacity

marine ecosystem

Any marine environment, from pond to ocean, in
which plants and animals interact with the chemical
and physical features of the environment.

shooting range

Area designed for target shooting.

coastal ecosystem

Marine environments bounded by the coastal land
margin (seashore) and the continental shelf 100-200
m below sea level. Ecologically, the coastal and
nearshore zones grade from shallow water depths,
influenced by the adjacent landmass and input from
coastal rivers and estuaries, to the continental shelf
break, where oceanic processes predominate. Among
the unique marine ecosystems associated with
coastal and nearshore waterbodies are seaweed-
dominated communities, coral reefs and upwellings.

den

A shelter, natural or constructed, used for sleeping,
for giving birth and raising young, and/or for providing
shelter during winter.

earth crust

The outer layers of the Earth's structure, varying
between 6 and 48 km in thickness, and comprising all
the material above the Mohorovicic Discontinuity (a
seismic discontinuity occurring between the crust of
the earth and the underlying mantle; the discontinuity
occurs at an average depth of 35 km below the
continents and at about 10 km below the oceans).
The earlier idea of a cool solid skin overlaying a hot
molten interior has now been replaced by a concept of
a crust composed of two shells: an inner basic unit
composed of sima (oceanic crust) and an outer
granitic unit composed of sial (continental crust).

special conservation zone

freshwater/saltwater interface

Surface separating a body of fresh water and one of
brackish or salt water, taken somewhere within the
transition zone between the two fluids.




microorganisms

A general term for a unicellular or multicellular
microscopic organism. Classifications of
microorganisms include algae, bacteria, fungi,
protozoa, and viruses.

urban landscape

The traits, patterns and structure of a city's specific
geographic area, including its biological composition,
its physical environment and its social patterns.

tropical climate

A climate which is typical of equatorial and tropical
regions, that is, one with continually high
temperatures and with considerable precipitation, at
least during part of the year.

lair

The resting place of a wild animal.

sedimentation tanks

Wastewater tanks in which floating wastes are
skimmed off and settled solids are removed for
disposal.

pollination

The transfer of pollen from a stamen to a pistil.

vineyards

A plantation of grapevines, especially where wine
grapes are produced.

coniferous forests

A forest type characterized by cone-bearing, needle-
leaved trees. They are generally, but not necessarily,
evergreen and relatively shallow-rooted. Since they
grow more rapidly than most broad-leaved trees,
conifers are extensively planted as a source of
softwood timber and pulp. They are tolerant of wide-
ranging climatic conditions, of many different types of
soil and of considerable differences in terrain. Thus,
they are found from the polar latitudes to the tropics,
on most types of soils (especially, thin acid soils) and
from mountain summits to coastal environments.

catalytic converters

Catalytic converters are designed to clean up the
exhaust fumes from petrol-driven vehicles, which are
otherwise the major threat to air quality standards in
congested urban streets and on motorways.
Converters remove carbon monoxide, the unburned
hydrocarbons and the oxides of nitrogen. These
compounds are damaging to human health and the
environment in a variety of ways. The converter is
attached to the vehicle' s exhaust near the engine.
Exhaust gases pass through the cellular ceramic
substrate, a honeycomb-like filter. While compact, the
intricate honeycomb structure provides a surface area
of 23.000 square metres. This is coated with a thin
layer of platinum, palladium and rhodium metals,
which act as catalysts that simulate a reaction to
changes in the chemical composition of the gases.
Platinum and palladium convert hydrocarbons and
carbon monoxide into carbon dioxide and water
vapour. Rhodium changes nitrogen oxides and
hydrocarbons into nitrogen and water, which are
harmless.




natural heritage

Natural features consisting of physical and biological
formations or groups of such formations, which are of
outstanding universal value from the aesthetic or
scientific point of view.

coastal environment

The areas where the land masses meet the seas.
Coastal environments include tidal wetlands,
estuaries, bays, shallow near-shore waters, mangrove
swamps, and in-shore reef systems. The critical
habitats of these zones are: feeding, breeding,
nursery, and resting areas. Coastal areas throughout
the world are under enormous environmental stress,
which is caused by a wide range of factors, including
pollution and the destruction and deterioration of
marine habitats.

marine phanerogam

relief (land)

The physical shape, configuration or general
unevenness of a part of the Earth's surface,
considered with reference to variation of height and
slope or to irregularities of the land surface; the
elevation or difference in elevation, considered
collectively, of a land surface.

architectural structures

tropical plant

Plants growing in tropical areas in conditions of
constant rain and high temperature.

gravel extraction

Obtaining a mixture of coarse sand and small water-
worn or pounded stones, from the earth.

herbivorous animal

industrial product

abyssal zone

The sea bed at water depths greater than about 2000
meters. The term may be also applied to the zone in
lakes below the depth of effective (i.e. for
photosynthesis) penetration of light.

windstorm

A storm with high winds or violent gusts but little or no
rain.

cardiovascular system

Those structures, including the heart and blood
vessels, which provide channels for the flow of blood.

industrial site

The location for the individual manufacturing firm.

biological production

1) The amount and rate of production which occur in a
given ecosystem over a given time period. It may
apply to a single organism, a population, or entire
communities and ecosystems. 2) The quantity of
organic matter or its equivalent in dry matter, carbon,
or energy content which is accumulated during a
given period of time.

elutriators

An apparatus used to separate suspended particles
according to size by shooting a slow stream of fluid
upward through the particle mixture, so that the lighter
particles float upward and the heavier particles float
downward.

cosmos

The vast extraterrestrial regions of the universe.

subsurface water

Water in the lithosphere in solid, liquid, or gaseous
form. It includes all water beneath the land surface
and beneath bodies of surface water.

age ratio

Ratio which expresses the percentage of young
individuals within a given population.




caravan parks

footpath

A narrow path for walkers only.

steppe

The steppes occupy the heartland of the two great
land masses of the Northern Hemisphere and are the
granaries of these two parts of the world. Their
climatic characteristics are light rainfall in the spring
and early summer, which are the growing seasons,
and dry, sunny conditions in the rest of the summer,
which are ideal for ripening and harvesting. Since they
are inland and far away from the moderating
influences of the oceans, the steppelands' climate is
one of large diurnal, or 24-hour, variation and some
large annual ranges of temperature and precipitation.
During the warm summers, monthly mean
temperatures vary between 17A°C and 20A°C. Winter
is long, with freezing temperatures well below 0A°C
for months. However, the vulnerability of the
agriculture of the steppes has been demonstrated
more than once this century. Climatic fluctuations
have caused a decrease in the moisture-bearing
westerly winds that nourish crops.

resource reserve

barrier ice

information technology industry

A sector of the economy in which an aggregate of
commercial enterprises is engaged in the design,
manufacture and marketing of electronic machines
designed to accept information or data that is easily
manipulated for some result based on a program or
some set of instructions, and the technology or
materials used with these machines, such as storage
devices, terminals and peripheral equipment.

dry year

A (hypothetical) year in which the flow of water is less
than that of a hypothetical average year based on
statistical criteria.

concentration value

In solutions, the mass, volume, or number of moles of
solute present in proportion to the amount of solvent
or total solution.

sea water

Aqueous solution of salts in more or less constant
ratio, whose composition depends on several factors
among which predominate living organisms, detrital
sedimentation and the related chemical reactions.
Sea-water accounts for more than 98% of the mass of
the hydrosphere and covers just over 70% of the
globe. Because of the composition and stability of the
oceans, and the way they are controlled, they are of
great importance to the climate, and great attention
has been given to studying the effects of pollution.
Man's activities are believed to be accelerating the
change in the composition of sea-water.

timber producing chain

All interrelated steps of the lumber manufacturing
process including tree felling, the removal of tops,
branches and bark, the piling and sawing of logs, and
the transportation and loading of finished boards or
other products.




The removal of water or any soluble constituents from
the soil. Leaching often occurs with soil constituents
such as nitrate fertilizers with the result that nitrates

soil leaching end up in potable waters.
An object that orbits around a larger one. Artificial
satellites orbiting the Earth are used for
communications, the gathering of military intelligence,
the monitoring of weather and other environmental
satellites phenomena, etc.

environmental component

Those information processes concerned with the
collection and maintenance of data which describe the
community to be served or affected by an action.

anthropological reserves

Area of protection of the life style of societies where
traditional human activities are still maintained and the
exploitation of natural resources is still carried out
without compromising their future availability.

The arrangement of a body of water, as a lake, into
two or more horizontal layers of different

stratification characteristics, especially densities.
A storm caused by strong rising air currents and
characterized by thunder and lightning and usually
thunderstorm heavy rain or hail.

hydroelectric power station

Power station that functions with the free renewable
source of energy provided by falling water.

weather modification

artificial precipitation

watercourse

A natural stream arising in a given drainage basin but
not wholly dependent for its flow on surface drainage
in its immediate area, flowing in a channel with a well-
defined bed between visible banks or through a
definite depression in the land, having a definite and
permanent or periodic supply of water, and usually,
but not necessarily, having a perceptible current in a
particular direction and discharging at a fixed point
into another body of water.

consumer organisms

Eterotrophic organism that feeds on living or dead
organic material. Two main cathegories are
recognized: a) macroconsumers, mainly animals
which wholly or partly ingest other living organism or
organic particulate matter; b) microconsumers, mainly
bacteria and fungi, which feed by breaking down
complex organic compound in dead protoplasm.

island ecosystem

Unique but fragile and vulnerable ecosystems due to
the fact that the evolution of their flora and fauna has
taken place in relative isolation. Many remote islands
have some of the most unique flora in the world;
some have species of plants and animals that are not
found anywhere else, which have evolved in a
specialized way, sheltered from the fierce competition
that species face on mainland.

agroecosystem

Any field agricultural activity. It is important to realize
that these are interconnected with the adjacent
ecosystems.




ocean

The mass of water occupying all of the Earth's surface
not occupied by land, but excluding all lakes and
inland seas.

mulch

A layer of organic material applied to the surface of
the ground to retain moisture; mulching is the
spreading of leaves, straw or other loose material on
the ground to prevent erosion, evaporation or freezing
of plant roots.

predator chain

biological diversity

The variability among living organisms from all
sources, including, inter alia, terrestrial, marine and
other aquatic ecosystems and the ecological
complexes of which they are part: this includes
diversity within species, between species and of
ecosystems. It includes cultivated species and
varieties and agricultural ecosystems as well as
natural ecosystems and their components.

saline soils

equatorial zone

A narrow depositional feature, such as a spit, barrier,
or bar, built out from the shore of a sea or lake by the
action of waves and currents that deposits excess
material at its deep end; it may be merged or

embankment submerged.
The zone of convergence of two tectonic plates, one
subduction of which usually overrides the other.

geological formation

ecological factor

An environmental factor that, under some definite
conditions, can exert appreciable influence on
organisms or their communities, causing the increase
or decrease in the number of organisms and/or
changes in the communities.

climate

The average weather condition in a region of the
world. Many aspects of the Earth's geography affect
the climate. Equatorial, or low, latitudes are hotter
than the polar latitudes because of the angle at which
the rays of sunlight arrive at the Earth's surface. The
difference in temperature at the equator and at the
poles has an influence on the global circulation of
huge masses of air. Cool air at the poles sinks and
spreads along the surface of the Earth towards the
equator. Cool air forces its way under the lower
density warmer air in the lower regions, pushing the
lighter air up and toward the poles, where it will cool
and descend.

tundra

An area supporting some vegetation (lichens,
mosses, sedges and low shrubs) between the
northern upper limit of trees and the lower limit of
perennial snow on mountains, and on the fringes of
the Antarctic continent and its neighbouring islands.

coasts

A line or zone where the land meets the sea or some
other large expanse of water.

warehouse

A building used for storing merchandise and
commodities.




air-water interactions

The physical processes at the air-water interface:
momentum, heat and mass transfer across the air-
water interface, mixing of surface water by wind stress
and wave breaking, directional wave spectra and
wave forces on offshore structures. The air-water
interaction is measured by the turbulence and gas
exchanges resulting from the mixing of the water
column by wind.

aquatic mammals No definition.

macrofungus
Any of various unicellular fungi of the genus
Saccharomyces, especially S. cerevisiae, reproducing
by budding and from ascospores and capable of

yeast fermenting carbohydrates.

animal reproduction

Any of various processes, either sexual or asexual, by
which an animal produces one or more individuals
similar to itself.

ecological pyramid

An ecological pyramid shows the trophic structure of
an ecosystem as a graph representing biomass,
organism number, or energy content of each trophic
level in a food web. The base of the pyramid
represents the producer trophic level, and from there
the consumer trophic level is stacked, with the apex
representing the highest consumer trophic level.

sports zone

surgical waste

Material that has been contaminated as the result of
surgical procedures. Examples of this category
include: soiled dressings; used sponges; soiled
surgical drapes; contaminated drainage tubes;
hypodermic needles and syringes; pipettes; glass
tubes and scalpel blades.

passenger ships

A group of what are usually recognized as algae,
found in still or slow moving fresh or brackish water.
The filamentous thallus bears whorls of branches and

stonewort the plant often becomes heavily encrusted with lime.
insularity

teeth

seismicity Phenomenon of the Earth's movements.

instrumental seismicity

drainage network

System of interconnected stream channels found in a
drainage basin.

electric power transmission line

landslide

Mass-movement landforms and processes involving
the downslope transport, under gravitationary
influence of soil and rock material en masse.

air circulation

biotope network

Intersection of corridors connecting patchy ecological
communities. Species survival tends to be higher in
patches that have higher connectivity.

biological attributes

Properties or features belonging to living organisms.

pediment

A broad, flat or gently inclined, low-relief erosional
surface developed on bedrock at the foot of a
receding mountain slope.




The land bordering a stream which is subject to floods
of about equal frequency; for example, a strip of the
floodplain subject to flooding more often than once,

flood area but not as frequently as twice in a century.
volcanic zone
fluvial flora No definition.

farming technique

The business, art, or skill of agriculture.

mountain plant

fluvial fauna

endemic species

Species native to, and restricted to, a particular
geographical region.

benthos

Those organisms attached to, living on, in or near the
sea bed, river bed or lake floor.

noise tax

indoor climate

The synthesis of day-to-day values of physical
variables in a building e.g. temperature, humidity, air
movement and air quality, etc, which affect the health
and/or comfort of the occupants.

traffic route

river basin

The area drained by a river and its tributaries.

hazard area

Any site or region in which there is a physical or
chemical agent capable of causing harm to property,
persons, animals, plants or other natural resources.

An area of the earth's crust in which movements,

seismic area sometimes with associated volcanism, occur.
Weight or volume of flowable material flowing per unit
discharge time.

river flow rate

Volume of water flowing per unit time.

fruit species

Any animal of the Mammalia, a large class of warm-
blooded vertebrates having mammary glands in the
female, a thoracic diaphragm, and a four-chambered
heart. The class includes the whales, carnivores,

mammal rodents, bats, primates, etc.
The state of the atmosphere at a definite time and
place with respect to air temperature, humidity, wind,
weather precipitation, cloudiness, etc.

deciduous tree

Tree losing its leaves in autumn and growing new
ones in the spring.

national fishing reserve

Limited portion of a water body belonging to the State
where angling is allowed.

Ta

substitution reaction

inversion

A reversal in the usual directionAof a process, as in the
change of density of water at 4A°C.

coagulation

A separation or precipitation from a dispersed state of
suspensoid particles resulting from their growth; may
result from prolonged heating, addition of an
electrolyte, or from a condensation reaction between
solute and solvent.

biological morphology

The branch of biology concerned with the form and
structure of organisms.

urban land




landfill

Site where solid municipal wastes are disposed
following the oldest method. Landfill sites are usually
disused quarries and gravel pits. When they were
filled, previous practice was to cover them up with soll
and forget about them. Housing estates have been
built, often with disastrous consequences, on old
landfill dumps. Waste burial has now become a
serious technology and a potential source of energy.
Landfill sites can be designed to be bioreactors, which
deliberately produce methane, gas as a source of
biofuel or alternative energy. Traditionally, waste tips
remained exposed to air and aerobic microbes - those
which thrive in air - in order to turn some of the waste
into compost. However, open tips also encourage
vermin, smell in hot weather and disfigure the
landscape. In the 1960s, as a tidier and safer option,
landfill operators began to seal each day's waste in a
clay cell. While excluding vermin, the clay also
excluded air. Decomposition relied on anaerobic
microbes, which die in air. However, the process
produced methane (natural gas), which was a safety h

wetland

""Areas of marsh, fen, peatland or water, whether
natural or artificial, permanent or temporary, with
water that is static or flowing, fresh, brackish or salt,
including areas of marine water the depth of which at
low tide does not exceed six metres"" (Ramsar
Convention). In other words wetlands are areas
""transitional between terrestrial or aquatic systems
where the water table is usually at or near the surface
of the land or the land is covered by shallow water™
(definition proposed by the United States Fish and
Wildlife service). SWP covers both inland and coastal
wetlands, although mangroves are excluded (see
below) and sea-grass beds are included. Please note
that SWP gives priority to natural wetlands above
artificial wetlands such as reservoirs (dams), fish-
farming and aquaculture ponds, and irrigated lands
and paddies. Major wetland types on which SWP
focuses include: swamps (including swamp forests,
peat swamps, etc.); marshes or ""herbaceous
swamps"', floodplains, shallow waterbodies (shallow
lakes, oxbow-lakes, natural ponds, lagoons, etc.), wet

sedimentary basin

A depression in the crust of the Earth formed by plate
tectonic activity in which sediments accumulate.
Continued deposition can cause further depression or
subsidence. Sedimentary basins, or simply basins,
vary from bowl-shaped to elongated troughs. If rich
hydrocarbon source rocks occur in combination with
appropriate depth and duration of burial, hydrocarbon
generation can occur within the basin.

fracture




hydrologic cycle

Succession of stages through which water passes
from the atmosphere to the earth and returns to the
atmosphere: evaporation from the land or sea or
inland water, condensation to form clouds,
precipitation, accumulation in the soil or in bodies of
water, and re-evaporation.

energy balance

The energetic state of a system at any given time.

crushers

mortar

A mixture of cement, lime or gypsum plaster, sand
and water or any other material used to bind bricks or
stones together permanently.

DNA

The principal material of inheritance. It is found in
chromosomes and consists of molecules that are long
unbranched chains made up of many nucleotides.
Each nucleotide is a combination of phosphoric acid,
the monosaccharide deoxyribose and one of four
nitrogenous bases: thymine, cytosine, adenine or
guanine. The number of possible arrangements of
nucleotides along the DNA chain is immense. Usually
two DNA strands are linked together in parallel by
specific base-pairing and are helically coiled.
Replication of DNA molecules is accomplished by
separation of the two strands, followed by the building
up of matching strands by means of base-pairing,
using the two halves as templates. By a mechanism
involving RNA, the structure of DNA is translated into
the structure of proteins during their synthesis from
amino acids.

deoxyribonucleic acid

marginal land

Low quality land the value of whose production barely
covers its cultivation costs.

central park area

The core area of a park or of a reserve where there
can be no interference with the natural ecosystem.

stocktaking

bark

cell wall

A semirigid, permeable structure that is composed of
cellulose, lignin, or other substances and that
envelops most plant cells.

swell

A regular movement of marine waves created by wind
stress in the open ocean which travels considerable
distances away from the generating field and into
another wind field. The waves are characterized by
relatively smooth, generally unbroken, crests and a
fairly regular wavelength, but swell increases in
wavelength and decreases in wave height as it moves
away from the generating area. Local wind waves
may be superimposed upon swell waves as they
approach a coastline, thereby creating sharper crests
and a choppy sea.

landscape

The traits, patterns, and structure of a specific
geographic area, including its biological composition,
its physical environment, and its anthropogenic or
social patterns. An area where interacting ecosystems
are grouped and repeated in similar form.




terrestrial predator

voltaic generators

Any of a group of catalytic proteins that are produced
by living cells and that mediate and promote the
chemical processes of life without themselves being

enzyme altered or destroyed.
PBB Polybrominated biphenyl (s).
amalgam A solution of a metal in mercury.

state of the environment

Condition and trends of different environmental
compartments and systems, as regards the influence
of human populations, the consumption of non-
renewable resources and sustainable development.

aftershock

phytocoenosis

A collection of plants that are distinct from one
another, yet share the same habitat.

retarding basin

Basin which reduces peak flood flows of a stream
through temporary storage.

Measure of the internal resistance of a fluid to flow,
usually expressed by a coefficient which varies with

viscosity temperature.
Belonging to the Pinnipedia, an order of aquatic
placental mammals having a streamlined body and
limbs specialized as flippers: includes seals, sea lions,
pinniped and the walrus.

brackish environment

Environment that is influenced by seawater with a
salinity less than 35 parts per thousand (usually
caused by the presence of an inflow of fresh water).

fortification

A class of vertebrate animals characterized by a
moist, glandular skin, gills at some stage of
development, and no amnion during the embryonic

amphibians stage.
bovids Any animal belonging to the Bovidae family.
pig sty

landscape after mining

The process of mining disfigures the surface of the
land, and in the absence of reclamation leads to
permanent scars. The process spoils the vital topsoil,
disrupts drainage patterns, destroys the productive
capacity of agricultural and forest land and impairs
their aesthetic and social value.

mustelid

A large, diverse family of low-slung, long-bodied
carnivorous mammals including minks, weasels, and
badgers; distinguished by having only one molar in
each upper jaw, and two at the most in the lower jaw.

animal textile fibres

A filament or threadlike strand derived from animals
that manufacturers use to produce clothes or other

goods that require weaving, knitting or felting, which
include silk, wool, mohair and other forms of animal
hair.




erosion

The general process or the group of processes
whereby the materials of Earth's crust are loosened ,
dissolved, or worn away and simultaneously moved
from one place to another, by natural agencies, which
include weathering, solution, corrosion, and
transportation, but usually exclude mass wasting.

polder

A generally fertile tract of flat, low-lying land (as in
Netherlands and Belgium) reclaimed and protected
from the sea, a lake, a river, or other body of water by
the use of embankments, dikes, dams, or levees. The
term is usually reserved for coastal areas that are at
or below sea level and that are constantly protected
by an organized system of maintenance and defense.

clay pits

A pit where clay is dug.

wet scrubber

1) An air cleaning device that literally washes out the
dust. Exhaust air is forced into a spray chamber,
where fine water particles cause the dust to drop from
the air stream. The dust-ladden water is then treated
to remove the solid material and is often recirculated.
2) Equipment through which a gas is passed to
remove impurities (solid, liquid, or gaseous particles)
by intimate contact with a suitable liquid, usually an
aqueous medium.

dredged material

Material removed from the bottom of rivers, canals,
water courses and harbours with scooping machines.

millstone

isolated settlement

drainage system

A surface stream, or a body of impounded surface
water, together with all other such streams and water
bodies that are tributary to it and by which a region is
drained. An artificial drainage system includes also
surface and subsurface conduits.

The more or less decomposed organic matter in the
soil. Besides being the source of most of the mineral
salts needed by plants, humus improves the texture of
the soil and holds water, so reducing the loss of

humus nutrients by leaching.
Fertilization occurring between different species or
allogamy varieties in which hybrids may occur.

desert ecosystem

non-migratory game

alluvial plains

A level or gently sloping tract or a slightly undulating
land surface produced by extensive deposition of
alluvium, usually adjacent to a river that periodically
overflows its banks; it may be situated on a flood
plain, a delta, or an alluvial fan.

city roadways

dangerous material

triazine

Azines that contain three nitrogen atoms in their
molecules.

butanols




compounds

A substance whose molecules consists of unlike
atoms and whose constituents cannot be separated
by physical means.

algae

Simple, green, aquatic plants without stems, roots or
leaves. They are among the microscopic organisms
that form the start of the food chain. Algae are found
floating in the sea and fresh water, but they also grow
on the surface of damp walls, rocks, the bark of trees
and on soil. They contain chlorophyll and other
pigments that let them grow by photosynthesis. On
land, algae can be useful in improving the fertility of
soil by nitrogen fixation.

garrigue

Mediterranean bush consisting of low evergreen
shrubs and abundant herbaceous plants.

heating plant

Plant for producing and supplying heat.

protected site

waterspout

A cyclonic storm similar to a tornado that occurs over
water and forms a dense funnel-shaped cloud by
entraining water droplets from the surface.

repellent (ecology)

sensitive natural area

Terrestrial or aquatic area or other fragile natural
setting with unique or highly-valued environmental
features.

peripheral park area

A zone of the park where scientific research is
allowed. Beyond this there is a buffer zone which
protects the whole reserve from agricultural, industrial
and urban development.

air humidity

Atmospheric water vapor content.

moisture

1) The water vapour content of the atmosphere, or the
total water substances (gaseous, liquid and solid)
present in a given volume of air. 2) Water that is
dispersed through a gas in the form of water vapour
or small droplets, dispersed through a solid, or
condensed on the surface of a solid.

special protection zone

Soil that contains sufficient exchangeable sodium to
interfere with water penetration and crop growth,
either with or without appreciable quantities of soluble

alkali soils salts.
1) The depression in the Earth's surface occupied or
formerly occupied by a lake and containing its shore
features. 2) The area from which a lake receives
lake basin drainage.

black earths

A group of zonal soils whose surface horizon is dark
and highly organic, below which is a lighter-coloured
horizon and an accumulation of lime. It is developed
under conditions of temperate to cool subhumid
climate.

mineral matter

Inorganic materials having a distinct chemical
composition, characteristic crystalline structure,
colour, and hardness.

soil condition

Description of the character of the surface of the
ground at the time of observation, especially in
relation to the influence of rain and snow.

urban flows




latitude

An angular distance in degrees north or south of the
equator (latitude 0A°), equal to the angle subtended at
the centre of the globe by the meridian between the
equator and the point in question.

pyridine

dipteran

omnivorous animal

foreshore

The part of the shore lying between the crest of the
berm (or upper limit of wave wash at high tide) and
the ordinary low-water mark, ordinarily traversed by
the uprush and backrush of the waves as the tides

rise and fall.

timber forest

Forest whose trees are all in the adult stage and have
reached the reproductive period.

land

A specified geographical tract of the Earth's surface
including all its attributes, comprising its geology,
superficial deposits, topography, hydrology, soils, flora
and fauna, together with the results of past and
present human activity, to the extent that these
attributes exert a significant influence on the present
and future land utilization.

restored village

oil drilling platform

internationally important ecosystem

Ecosystems whose importance is recognised at
international level and which are, in some cases,
protected by international conventions.

A underground passageway, especially one for trains
or cars that passes under a mountain, river or a
congested urban area.

sleep

A periodic state of physiological rest during which
consciousness is suspended and metabolic rate is
decreased.

seismic reflection

seepage loss

1) The slow movement of water through small cracks,
pores, interstices, etc.; in the surface of unsaturated
material into or out of a body of surface or subsurface
water. 2) The loss of water by infiltration from a canal,
reservoir, or other body of water or from a field. It is
generally expressed as flow volume per unit time.
Seepage into a body is referred to as ""influent
seepage""; that away from a body, as ""effluent
seepage"". During the process of priming, such loss is
termed as ""absorption loss"". 3) Water escaping
through or emerging from the ground along an
extensive line or surface as contrasted with a spring
where the water emerges from a localized spot.

nuclear research centre

A facility in which scientists and other researchers
study the behavior and characteristics of atomic nuclei
through testing and other forms of experimentation,
often to invent new technology with scientific, medical
and industrial purposes.




excavation site

The location chosen for an excavation, meaning the
act or process of removing soil and/or rock materials
by digging, blasting, breaking, loading either at the
surface or underground.

hydrogeologic processes

catchment areas

Area having a common outlet for its surface runoff.

catchment basins

An area from which all the drainage water passes into
one stream or other body of water.

reclaimed land

Disturbed and unproductive land that has been
rehabilitated and/or converted to productive uses.

permanent residence

coal mining

The technical and mechanical job of removing coal
from the earth and preparing it for market.

medicinal product

Any substance or combination of substances
presented for treating or preventing disease in human
beings or animals and any substance or combination
of substances which may be administered to human
beings or animals with a view to making a medical
diagnosis or to restoring,correcting or modifying
physiological functions in humans or in animals.

medicines (product)

An additive that gives an otherwise rigid plastic

plasticiser flexibility.
laterite
graphite
An organic chemical containing one or more hydroxyl
groups (-OH). Alcohols can be liquids, semisolids, or
alcohols solids at room temperature.
A colorless liquid, miscible with water, used as a
reagent and solvent. Also known as alcohol; ethyl
ethanol alcohol; grain alcohol.

degradation product

Those chemicals resulting from partial decomposition
or chemical breakdown of substances.

That division of horticulture concerned with grape
growing, studies of grape varieties, methods of

viticulture culture, and insect and disease control.
A unit used to express relative difference on power,
usually between acoustic or electric signals, equal to
ten times the common logarithm of the ratio of the two
decibel level.

gas network

Interconnected system of pipes for the distribution and
supply of gas.

biotic potential

The rate at which a population will grow if all
individuals survive and reproduce at maximum
capacity.

plasma

private park

transport (physics)

Transfer of mass, momentum, or energy in a system
as a result of molecular agitation, including such
properties as thermal conduction and viscosity.

non-ferrous metal

Any metal other than iron and its alloys.

dairy factory




forest resource

Forest resources consist of two separate but closely
related parts: the forest land and the trees (timber) on
that land.

forest heritage

distress area

subtropical zone

agricultural buildings

The buildings and adjacent service areas of a farm.

brackish water ecosystem

A complex and dynamic habitat found in estuaries,
lagoons, backwaters and mangrove forests since
these areas are connected to sea and thereby
fluctuation in salinity due to tidal effects, rainfall and
floods etc. The brackish water areas has been
recognised as the most productive ecosystem on our
planet since these areas are rich in nutrients
especially nitrogen and phosphates needed for plant
and animal growth. The supply of these nutrients is
continuously replenished by flow from rivers, seas and
the adjacent land. The estuarine/brackish water areas
are well recognised as nursery grounds, feeding
grounds and as spawning areas for many fin fishes,
several crustaceans of commercial importance and
many other invertebrates.

social housing

squatter settlement

Settlement on land or property to which there is no
legal title.

corrosion

A process in which a solid, especially a metal, is eaten
away and changed by a chemical action.

research institute

Institute where systematic investigation to establish
facts or principles or to collect information on a
subject is performed.

road system

A place where crystalline salt deposits are formed or
found, such as a salt flat or pan, a salada, or a salt

salina lick.
The low coastal strip that is usually under sea water at
high tide, and which possesses peculiar ecological
mud flat features.

animal behaviour

Behaviour of animals in their normal environment,
including all the processes, both internal and external,
by which they respond to changes in their
environment.

birds of prey

Any of various carnivorous bird of the orders
Falconiformes and Strigiformes which feed on meat
taken by hunting.

storm surge

Elevation of sea or estuary level caused by the
passage of a low pressure centre.

animal breeding

maritime navigation

Travelling on the sea by means of boats, ships, etc.

maritime traffic

tidal power station

Power station where the generation of power is
provided by the ebb and flow of the tides. The
principle is that water collected at high tide behind a
barrage is released at low tide to turn a turbine that, in
turn, drives a generator.




computers

A device, usually electronic that processes data
according to a set of instructions.

water softening

Reduction of the hardness of water by removing
hardness-forming ions (chiefly calcium and
magnesium) by precipitation or ion exchange, or
sequestering them as by combining them with
substances such as certain phosphates, that form
soluble but non-ionized salts.

hydroelectric company

chimney stacks

A flue, conduit or opening permitting particulate or
gaseous emissions into the open air, or constructed or
arranged for such purpose.

A white crystalline soluble poisonous acidic derivative
of benzene, used as an antiseptic and disinfectant
and in the manufacture of resins, nylon, dyes,

phenols explosives and pharmaceuticals.
A period of sexual excitement and mating readiness
estrus of female mammals, also called ""heat"".

service company

Any vocation or work activity that involves the
provision of services or accommodations, such as
lodging and food, health, legal and educational
services, for individuals or organizations.

canids

Carnivorous mammal in the superfamily Canoidea,
including dogs and their allies.

haze

Reduced visibility in the air as a result of condensed
water vapour, dust, etc., in the atmosphere.

mist

Fine water droplets suspended in the air, which
reduce visibility. Usually mists form at night, when the
temperature falls because the sky is clear. If visibility
falls below 1,000 metres, the mist becomes a fog.

primary consumer

An animal that subsists on the producers (plants) for
nourishment, usually herbivores.

ecological carrying capacity

Represents the point of balance between reproduction
potential and environmental resistance, that is the
maximum population of a species that a specific
ecosystem can support indefinitely without
deterioration of the character and quality of the
resource. The level of use, at a given level of
management, which a natural or man-made resource
can sustain itself over long period of time. For
example, the maximum level of recreational use, in
terms of numbers of people and types of activity, that
can be accommodated before the ecological value of
the area declines.

soil moisture

Moisture contained in the portion of the soil which is
above the water table, including water vapour, which
is present in the soil pores.

geomorphology

reef

A line of rocks in the tidal zone of a coast, submerged
at high water but partly uncovered at low water.

protected species

Threatened, vulnerable or endangered species which
are protected from extinction by preventive measures.




seepage basin

A basin impounding water so that it may infiltrate into
the ground.

infiltration basins

dune landscape

soil formation

The combination of natural processes by which soils
are formed. It is also known as pedogenesis. The
most important soil-forming factors are parent
material, terrain, climate, aspect, vegetation cover,
microorganisms in the soil and the age of the land
surface. Some pedologists would add to this list the
influence of human activities. All the factors exhibit
varying degrees of interrelationship and some are
more important than others, with climate often being
singled out as the most important.

lowland bog

A bog that is at or only slightly above the water table,
on which it depends for accumulation and
preservation of peat (chiefly the remains of sedges,
reeds, shrubs and various mosses).

tropical rain forest

The most valuable and the richest ecosystem on
Earth. It plays a critical part in the Earth's life support
systems and house 50%, and possibly as much as
90%, of all the species on Earth. It is a key
storehouse of foods, oils and minerals, and a source
of ingredients that make up a range of medical
treatments. It also represents home and livelihood for
many people. However, more than half of the
rainforests have disappeared, chopped down for
valuable tropical hardwoods, or cleared to provide
areas for cattle grazing or human habitation. The
forests play an important part in climate patterns, and
deforestation is thought to be responsible for 18% of
global warming. Furthermore, as they disappear there
is also an albedo effect - a damaging increase in the
sunlight reflected - which affects wind and rainfall
patterns.

parturition

electric power generation

power production

parking provision

Area where a vehicle can be left for a period of time.

emergency shelter

Shelter given to persons who are deprived of the
essential needs of life following a disaster.

taste

fuel enrichment

reprocessing

Restoration of contaminated nuclear fuel to a usable
condition.

flue gas

The air coming out of a chimney after combustion in
the burner it is venting. It can include nitrogen oxides,
carbon oxides, water vapor, sulfur oxides, particles
and many chemical pollutants.

corpses

artificial ecosystems

A man made environment which supports some kind
of plant or animal life (which includes man himself).

lentic water

Standing bodies of water like ponds and lakes.




flying sport

A recreational activity where one floats or passes
through the air by using some agent, such as a glider,
often without targeted destination.

estuary

Area at the mouth of a river where it broadens into the
sea, and where fresh and sea water intermingle to
produce brackish water. The estuarine environment is
very rich in wildlife, particularly aquatic, but it is very
vulnerable to damage as a result of the actions of
humans.

visitor centre

A building or group of buildings that provides
interpretation of the place of interest through a variety
of media, such as video displays and exhibitions of
material, and, often, includes facilities such as
refreshment rooms and gift shops.

Earth-Sun relationship

The Earth depends on the sun for its existence as a
planet hospitable to life, and solar energy is the major
factor determining the climate. Hence, conditions on
the sun and conditions on Earth are inextricably
linked. Although the sun's rays may appear
unchanging, its radiation does vary. Many scientists
suspect that sunspot activity has a greater influence
on climatic change than variations attributed to the
greenhouse effect.

scattered settlement

A pattern of rural settlement where most of the people
live in scattered farm houses and cottages.

temperate ecosystem

The interacting system of a biological community and
its non-living environmental surroundings in regions of
or related to moderate climates, intermediate between
tropical and polar zones and having distinct warm to
hot summer seasons and cool to cold winter seasons.

physical environment

The material surroundings of a system, process or
organism.

earth surface

mountain lake

No definition.

wind shear

Change in the direction or speed of the wind over a
comparatively short distance. Shear is usually
horizontal in direction, but under certain conditions it
may be vertical. Microburst wind shear is an extremely
violent downward blast of air that hits the earth and
radiates outward. With its sharp shifts in wind
direction and relative wind speed, it can cause an
aircraft to lose lift and crash, especially during takeoff
or landing.

wildlife refuge

Areas set aside to shelter, feed, and protect wildlife;
due to political and economic pressures, refuges often
allow hunting, trapping, mineral exploitation, and other
activities that threaten wildlife.




sulphur cycle

A biogeochemical cycle in which plants pick up sulfate
to synthesize organic compounds. Consumers use
the plant organic material containing sulfur.
Decomposition with oxygen available releases sulfate.
Decomposition in anaerobic environments (e.g.,
wetland sediments) releases hydrogen sulfide that
becomes oxidized in the atmosphere. The release of
sulfur oxides as primary pollutants and the conversion
of these into sulfuric acid (a secondary pollutant
contributing to acid decomposition) are changing the
sulfur cycle.

rhizosphere

The soil in the immediate vicinity of plant root, in
which the abundance or composition of the microbial
population is affected by the presence of the roots.

cold areas

monumental tree

P

cyanate

A salt or ester of cyanic acid containing the radical
OCN.

non-target organism

A plant or animal other than the one against which the
pesticide is applied.

fallout shelter

underground shelter

green corridor

Avenues along which wide-ranging animals can travel,
plants can propagate, genetic interchange can occur,
populations can move in response to environmental
changes and natural disasters, and threatened
species can be replenished from other areas.

living environment

External conditions or surroundings in which people
live or work.

energy utilisation

corals

The skeleton of certain solitary and colonial
anthozoan coelenterates; composed chiefly of calcium
carbonate.

surface runoff

Water that travels over the soil surface to the nearest
surface stream; runoff of a drainage basin that has
not passed beneath the surface since precipitation.

low water

1) State of the tide when the water level is lowest for
any given tide (tidal) cycle. 2) Lowest level reached in
ariver or a lake.

atmospheric condensation

invertebrate

Any animal lacking a backbone, including all species
not classified as vertebrates.

riverine vegetation

Relating to watercourses or small islands in river
beds; describes vegetation growing close to water.

plant (biology)

Any living organism that typically synthesizes its food
from inorganic substances, possesses cellulose cell
walls, responds slowly and often permanently to a
stimulus, lacks specialized sense organs and nervous
system, and has no powers of locomotion.

natural regeneration

The replacement by an organism of tissues or organs
which have been lost or severely injured.




microfiltration

The separation or removal from a liquid of particulates
and microorganisms in the size range of 0.1 to 0.2
microns in diameter.

tidal wave
An extremely large wave caused by a seismic
disturbance or a great storm, which often causes
overflow of low lying lands not usually inundated by
tidal surge ordinary wave or tidal action.

bathyal zone

disused military site

Military site where all activity has ceased. Such areas,
being extremely well sheltered against outside
disturbances and in many ways less affected by
human landuse than many other open landscapes,
can contain significant natural habitats and rare or
endangered wildlife. Abandoned military territories
constitute an important source of natural landscapes
to be managed and restored in an environmentally
sound way.

waste land

Area of land which is no longer usable for agriculture
or for any other purpose; for instance overgrazing has
produced waste lands in Central Africa.

mid-frequency sound

high-pitched sound

digging

radioelement

An element that is naturally radioactive.

sexual hormone

propanol

islands

A land mass entirely surrounded by water.

oil shale

A kerogen-bearing, finely laminated brown or black
sedimentary rock that will yield liquid or gaseous
hydrocarbons on distillation.

toxic waste

Refuse posing a significant hazard to the environment
or to human health when improperly handled; includes
carcinogenic, mutagenic, teratogenic or phytotoxic
wastes, or wastes harmful to aquatic species, or
poisonous wastes.

demolition waste

Waste arising from any land excavation or formation,
civil/building construction, roadwork, building
renovation or demolition activities. It includes various
types of building debris, rubble, earth, concrete,
timber and mixed site clearance materials.

fermentation

Any enzymatic transformation of organic substrates,
especially carbohydrates, generally accompanied by
the evolution of gas; a physiological counterpart of
oxidation, permitting certain organisms to live and
grow in the absence of air; used in various industrial
processes for the manufacture of products, such as
alcohols, acids, and cheese by the action of yeasts,
molds, and bacteria; alcoholic fermentation is the best;
known example. Also known as zymosis.

volcanic bomb

An isolated piece of magma blown out of a volcano
separately A- which forms a rounded, bomb like
shape when it hardens.




species

A taxonomic category ranking immediately below a
genus and including closely related, morphologically
similar individuals which actually or potentially
inbreed.

offshore oil deposit

Slow moving masses of ice which have accumulated
either on mountains or in polar regions. They are
found where warm, moist air or warm water meets
cold air or water. They move, influenced by the force
of gravity and the pressure of the ice, above the
underlying slush layers and slide downhill, eventually
melting at lower levels to form rivers or reaching sea-
level, where they form ice shelves or fall into the water

glacier as icebergs.
CI2
waste ground
water flow
A term applied loosely to any large city, but specifically
to that city in a country which is the seat of
government, of ecclesiastical authority, or of
metropolis commercial activity.
An organism deriving its food from the dead body or
saprobes nonliving products of another organism.

euphotic zone

Upper layer of a water body where light penetration is
sufficient to support effective photosynthesis.

insectivore

Any placental mammal of the order Insectivora, being
typically small, with simple teeth, and feeding on
invertebrates. The group includes shrews, moles, and
hedgehogs.

deciduous forest

The temperate forests comprised of trees that
seasonally shed their leaves, located in the east of the
USA, in Western Europe from the Alps to
Scandinavia, and in the eastern Asia. The hardwood
of these forests have been exploited since the 16th
century. The trees of deciduous forests usually
produce nuts and winged seeds.

animal park
Animals on which experiments are conducted in order
to provide evidence for or against a scientific
hypothesis, or to prove the efficacy of drugs or the
test animal reaction to certain products.

plant species

Species belonging to the plant kingdom.

ecozone

A broad geographic area in which there are distinctive
climate patterns, ocean conditions, types of
landscapes and species of plants and animals.

vertical zonation

landslip

The sliding of a large mass of rock material, soil, etc.,
down the side of a mountain or cliff.

wadi

Channel which is dry except in the rainy season.

air temperature

The temperature of the atmosphere which represents
the average kinetic energy of the molecular motion in

a small region and is defined in terms of a standard or
calibrated thermometer in thermal equilibrium with the
air.

Earth




Mediterranean climate

A type of climate characterized by hot, dry, sunny
summers and a winter rainy season; basically, this is
the opposite of a monsoon climate. Also known as
etesian climate.

A coarsely crystalline acid igneous rock with quartz (at
least 10%) and alkali feldspar as the essential
minerals. Granite is used chiefly as aggregate and as

granite polished facing for buildings.
A mixture of rock fragments and pebbles that is
gravel coarser than sand.
high atmospheric pressure
seaquake

torrential erosion

contaminated areas

An area of land having contaminated groundwater or
soil.

contaminated lands

Lands which are mixed with biological or chemical
substances and must be treated in order to render
them fit for handling and normal use.

biogeographical regions

Area of the Earth's surface defined by the species of
fauna and flora it contains.

protected fauna

No definition.

A rapidly rotating column of air developed around a
very intense low-pressure centre. It is associated with
a dark funnel-shaped cloud and with extremely violent
winds (>300km/h) blowing in a counterclockwise
spiral, but accompanied by violent downdraughts. The
precise mechanisms are not fully understood but the
following atmospheric conditions appear to be
necessary for tornado development: a layer of warm
moist air at low altitude; a layer of dry air at higher
altitude with an inversion of temperature at about
1.000 m; a triggering mechanism, usually in the form
of an active, intense cold front or solar heating of the

tornado ground which will create a vortex.
quartz
A downwarping of the Earth's crust, either elongate or
basin-like, measured in scores of kilometers, in which
sedimentary and volcanic rocks accumulate to
thicknesses of thousands of meters. Not in current
geosyncline use since the development of plate tectonic theory.
A large vertical steel tower-like structure supporting
pylon high-tension electrical cables.

insectivorous animal

piscivorous animal

secondary consumers

territory

An area that an animal or group of animals defends,
mainly against members of the same species.

soil organism

Organisms which live in the soil.

monocotyledon




flowing water ecosystem

Any spring, stream, or river viewed as an ecological
unit of the biotic community and the physiochemical
environment. Lotic ecosystems are characterized by
the interaction between flowing water with a
longitudinal gradation in temperature, organic and
inorganic materials, energy, and the organisms within
a stream corridor. These interactions occur over
space and time.

swimming area

No definition.

hunting reserve

Area of land where the pursuit and killing or capture of
game and wild animals is permitted.

pollution control equipment

Devices for the reduction and/or removal of those
emissions to the environment which have the potential
to cause pollution.

mixed woodland

Woodland covered with a combination of conifers and
deciduous trees and shrubs.

<settlements by function>

sea inlet

seed (biology)

A mature fertilized plant ovule, consisting of an
embryo and its food store surrounded by a protective
seed coat (testa).

ocean circulation

Water current flow in a closed circular pattern within
an ocean.

storm

An atmospheric disturbance involving perturbations of
the prevailing pressure and wind fields on scales
ranging from tornadoes to extratropical cyclones; also
the associated weather and the like.

low atmospheric pressure

Region of the atmosphere in which the pressures are
lower than those of the surrounding region at the
same level. It is represented on a synoptic chart by a
system of isobars at a specified altitude level (or a
system of contours at a specified pressure level)
which enclose relatively low values of pressure (or
altitude).

sunspot

Dark areas that appear periodically on the surface of
the sun. Each one is between 2,000-3,000 km (1,250
to 1,850 miles) in diameter, and they are darkest at
the centre. Sunspots appear in the mid-latitudes of the
disc and migrate toward the equator. They seldom
occur individually but appear in groups of two or three,
and tend to be short-lived, forming and disappearing
again over two or three weeks. However, the
frequency and size of the development of sunspots
fluctuates, reaching a peak roughly every 11 years.
Many scientists suspect that sunspot activity has a
greater influence on climatic change than variations
attributed to the green-house effect. A survey of 1,500
experts in climatology carried out in 1990 for the
scientific magazine Nature found that 71% believed
that temperature rises experienced over the last 100
years are within a natural range of fluctuation.
Consequently, they must ascribe the change to a
natural cause of global warming. The most obvious
natural cause is solar activity. The Earth depends on
the sun for its existence as a planet hospitable to life, g




capillary water

Water held in, or moving through, small interstices or
tubes by capillarity.

tidal zone

Area along the coastline that is influenced by the rise
and fall of tides.

ocean water

ocean temperature

A measure, referenced to a standard value, of the
heat or coldness in a body of oceanic water.

dicarboxylic acid

cycle track

phreatic eruption

Steam-driven explosions that occur when water
beneath the ground or on the surface is heated by
magma, lava, hot rocks, or new volcanic deposits (for
example, tephra and pyroclastic-flow deposits). The
intense heat of such material (as high as 1,170A°C
for basaltic lava) may cause water to boil and flash to
steam, thereby generating an explosion of steam,
water, ash, blocks, and bombs.

sulphurated insecticide

A chemical compound consisting primarily of sulfur,
which is used specifically to kill or prevent the growth
of insects and has been determined to be non-toxic
and does not cause adverse effects in the
environment and poses little or no hazard to non-
target organisms.

waste heat utilisation

Waste heat applications include space heating and
refrigeration in urban areas, thawing of ice-bound
seaways, agricultural use to stimulate growth and to
extend the growing season and in aquaculture to
stimulate the growth of algae, shellfish, and other
potential marine food sources.

deep sea

Region of open ocean beyond the continental shelf.

waterproofing

groat

landfill leachate

Liquid (which may be partly produced by
decomposition of organic matter) that has seeped
through a landfill or a compost pile and has
accumulated bacteria and other possibly harmful
dissolved or suspended materials. If uncontrolled,
leachate can contaminate both groundwater and
surface water.

water turbines

A rotating prime mover driven by water under
pressure, often used for driving an electric generator.

airports

A landing and taking-off area for civil aircraft, usually
with surfaced runways and aircraft maintenance and
passenger facilities.

tail

high altitude lake

No definition.

polar lake

Lakes in which temperatures never rise above 4A°C
and water is inversely stratified with a single period of
summer circulation.




A large, diverse, mostly marine group of algae. Most
are red, owing their colour to the presence of large
amounts of phycoerythrin, which masks the
chlorophyll and other pigments that they contain.
Some species are microscopic, others membranous
or filamentous, and often much branched. Red
seaweeds are relatively small compared with the
brown ones and grow at greater depths or in rock
pools too shady for the brown to thrive. Calcareous
species are common, especially in tropical seas,
where they often play a part in the formation of coral

red alga reefs. Some yield agar-agar, other are edible.
A highly toxic, nonmetallic element; used in analytical
selenium chemistry, metallurgy, and photoelectric cells.

shellfish farming

Raising of shellfish in inland waters, estuaries or
coastal waters, for commercial purposes. All
commercial shellfish beds producing bivalve molluscs
must be monitored for microbial contamination.
Samples of water and shellfish flesh must be tested
for the presence of algal toxins. Periodic monitoring of
fish and shellfish must be carried out to check for the
presence of contaminants.

female

hybrid

geothermal energy

An energy produced by tapping the earth's internal
heat. At present, the only available technologies to do
this are those that extract heat from hydrothermal
convection systems, where water or steam transfer
the heat from the deeper part of the earth to the areas
where the energy can be tapped. The amount of
pollutants found in geothermal vary from area to area
but may contain arsenic, boron, selenium, lead,
cadmium, and fluorides. They also may contain
hydrogen sulphide, mercury, ammonia, radon, carbon
dioxide, and methane.

lighthouse

A tower or other building equipped to light navigators
by means of a powerful light that gives a continuous
or interrupted signal.

artificial accretion

Artificial buildup of land due to the construction of a
groin, breakwater, dam or beach fill.

flowers

The reproductive structure of angiosperm plants,
consisting of stamens and carpels surrounded by
petals and sepals all borne on the receptacle.

coastal erosion

The gradual wearing away of material from a coast by
the action of sea water.

tropospheric 0zone

Tropospheric ozone is a secondary pollutant formed
from emissions of nitrogen oxides, non-methane
volatile organic compounds and carbon monoxide.
Ozone scars lung tissue, makes eyes sting and
throats itch. It has been implicated as a contributor to
forest dieback, damage to agricultural crops, etc.




biological invasion

The introduction of an organism into a new
environment or geographical region followed by rapid
multiplication and spread.

tamed animal

sedimentation basins

A surface water runoff storage facility intended to trap
suspended solids, suspended and buoyant debris,
and adsorbed or absorbed potential pollutants that are
carried by surface water runoff. The sedimentation
basin may be part of an overall multipurpose detention
and retention facility.

insect

A class of the Arthropoda typically having a
segmented body with an external, chitinous covering,
a pair of compound eyes, a pair of antennae, three
pairs of mouthparts, and two pairs of wings.

leguminous plant

household emission

sea wave

A moving ridge or swell of water occurring close to the
surface of the sea, characterized by oscillating and
rising and falling movements, often as a result of the
frictional drag of the wind.

waste assimilation capacity

The ability of an ecosystem to absorb and stabilize
pollutants and toxins without experiencing harmful
effects.

secondary production

1) The production of biomass (by animals,
microorganisms or parasitic plants) through the use of
primarily produced plant materials. 2) The production
of biomass by heterotrophic organisms (i.e.
organisms that do not photosynthesize), for example,
animals.

remote sensing centre

Centre where remote sensing data are stored,
handled and analyzed.

vegetable compost

A mixture of decaying plant materials such as grass
clippings, hay, tree leaves and peat that is used to
fertilize the soil and increase its humus content.

glacier ecosystem

gully

Channel deeply eroded by water which flows only due
to storm-water runoff and/or during the melting of
SNow.

exotic species

Plants, animals or microorganisms which are
introduced by humans into areas where they are not
native. Exotics are often associated with negative
ecological consequences for native species and the
ecosystems.

protozoan

A diverse phylum of eukaryotic microorganisms; the
structure varies from a simple uninucleate protoplast
to colonial forms, the body is either naked or covered
by a test, locomotion is by means of pseudopodia or
cilia or flagella, there is a tendency toward universal
symmetry in floating species and radial symmetry in
sessile types, and nutrition may be phagotrophic or
autotrophic or saprozoic.

microbes

ocean thermal energy




wastewater disposal

Collection and removal of wastewater deriving from
industrial and urban settlements by means of a
system of pipes and treatment plants.

productivity trend

monetary policy

Central government policy with respect to the quantity
of money in the economy, the rate of interest and the
exchange rate. Monetary policy is now broadly
accepted as having the predominant role in the
control of aggregate demand, and therefore of
inflation.

polyacrylonitrile

Polymer of acrylonitrile; semiconductive; used like an
inorganic oxide catalyst to dehydrogenate tert-butyl
alcohol to produce isobutylene and water.

centrifugal pumps

reactors

A device that introduces either inductive or capacitive
reactance into a circuit, such as a coil or capacitor.

coppices with standards

A traditional system of woodland management
whereby timber trees are grown above a coppiced
woodland. It is used in particular as a method of
exploiting oakwoods, in which all the trees except a
rather open network of tall, well-formed oaks - the
standards at about fifty per hectare - are felled,
leaving plenty of space for hazels and other
underwood to grow and be coppiced at intervals of ten
to fifteen years.

planktonic fauna

energy supply

Energy made available for future disposition. Supply
can be considered and measured from the point of
view of the energy provider or the receiver.

crustacea

A class of arthropod animals having jointed feet and
mandibles, two pairs of antennae, and segmented,
chitin-encased bodies.

tsunami

A fast-moving, large sea wave caused by submarine
earthquakes, landslides or volcanoes. They can travel
at up to 90km per hour in deep water and, as they
approach coastal areas, can reach a height of 30
metres. These waves can cause serious floods in low-
lying areas, resulting in loss of life and extensive
damage to property.

basalts

water reservoir

Artificial or natural area of water, used for storing
water for domestic or industrial use.

mountain forest

An extensive area of woodland that is found at natural
elevations usually higher than 2000 feet.

fodder plant

Plants used to feed livestock.

structures

forage plant

land mammal

aquatic ecosystem

Any watery environment, from small to large, from
pond to ocean, in which plants and animals interact
with the chemical and physical features of the
environment.

physiological process

processing

The act of converting material from one form into
another desired form.




heat reclamation

An economy measure whereby the heat of exhaust
gases is used in a cyclic process to pre-heat
combustion air and/or fuel-gas.

waste incineration

The transformation of waste by heating and oxidation,
resulting in the formation of flue gas, ash and slag.

green building

A movement in contemporary architecture. This
movement aims to create environmentally friendly,
energy-efficient buildings and developments by
effectively managing natural resources. This entails
passively and actively harnessing solar energy and
using materials which, in their manufacture,
application, and disposal, do the least possible
damage to the so-called 'free resources' water,
ground, and air.

marine organism

Organisms which live in sea water.

biological rhythms

coves

A narrow inlet or bay, especially of the sea.

amusement parks

An open-air entertainment area consisting of stalls,
side shows etc.

chlorobenzene

A colourless, mobile, volatile liquid with an almondlike
odour; used to produce phenol, DDT, and aniline. Also
known as chlorobenzol.

waterworks

Plant for treating and purifying water before it is
pumped into pipes for distribution to houses, factories,
schools, etc.

mountainous zone

mountain range

A single, large mass consisting of a succession of
mountains or narrowly spaced mountain ridges, with
or without peaks, closely related in position, direction,
formation, and age.

inundation

1) Overflowing by water of the normal confines of a
stream or other body of water, or accumulation of
water by drainage over areas which are not normally
submerged. 2) Controlled spreading of water for
irrigation, etc.

language

buried tanks

fetus

cell membrane

A protein-containing lipid bilayer that surrounds a cell,
defining the interface between the cell and its
environment and providing a semipermeable barrier to
the entry of molecules into the cell.

brominated hydrocarbons

The beginning or the process of development of a

germination spore or seed.
A wide road built for fast moving traffic travelling long
distances, with a limited number of points at which

motorways drivers can enter and leave it.

sex

male

crossroads

verge

roadside verge

endangered species

Species that is in danger of extinction throughout all or
a significant portion of its range.




organosilicon compound

Any natural substance composed of two or more
unlike atoms held together by chemical bonds and
containing silicon, a non-metallic element often found
in rocks or minerals.

fluid bed

documentation centre

Centre for assembling, coding, and disseminating
recorded knowledge comprehensively treated as an
integral procedure, utilizing various techniques for
giving documentary information maximum
accessibility and usability.

aluminum industry

A sector of the economy in which an aggregate of
commercial enterprises is engaged in the mining and
processing of aluminum.

distilling industry

A sector of the economy in which an aggregate of
commercial enterprises is engaged in the
manufacture and marketing of alcoholic beverages
made by a distillation process of vaporization and
condensation, such as vodka, rum, whiskey and other
related beverages.

lithosphere

The solid portion of the Earth, as compared with the
atmosphere and the hydrosphere.

limnic eruption

Gas-driven eruptions that take place in lakes. The
water is initially enriched in a dissolved gas; as the
gas-bearing liquid becomes oversaturated, a gas
exsolves through bubble nucleation and growth.
Because the density of gas bubbles is much lower
than that of the liquid, the volume of the bubbly
system expands. When conditions permit, rapid gas
exsolution leads to explosive volume expansion
upward to the surface. A massive gas release from
Lake Nyos, Cameroon, in 1986, killed ~1700 people.
A similar though smaller event occurred at Lake
Monoun in 1984, killing ~40 people.

seismic activity

The phenomenon of Earth movements.

specialisation (biological)

Evolutionary adaptation to a particular mode of life or
habitat.

Any of the group of organic compounds composed of
carbon, hydrogen and oxygen, including sugars,

carbohydrates starches and celluloses.
A heavily irrigated or lightly flooded piece of land in
rice paddy which rice is grown.

ammonification

Addition of ammonia or ammonia compounds,
especially to the soil.

marine sediment

Solid fragmental material, originated from weathering
of rocks, that has settled down from a state of
suspension in the water.

soil structure

The combination or aggregation of primary soil
particles into aggregates or clusters, which are
separated from adjoining peds by surfaces of
weakness. Soil structure is classified on the basis of
size, shape, and distinctness into classes, types, and
grades.

autogamy

Any of various types of self-fertilization, especially the
fertlization of a flower by its own pollen, or the union of
two closely related cells or nuclei of protozoans or
fungi.




suspended matter

Solids that either float on the surface of, or are in
suspension in, water, sewage or other liquids and
which are removable by filtering.

areas of potential pollution

Area which is supposedly causing dangers to human
health and environment.

hydrographic basin

1) The drainage basin of a stream. 2) An area
occupied by a lake and its drainage basin.

cyclogenesis

The process that creates a new low pressure system
or cyclone, or intensifies a pre-existing one. It is also
the first appearance of a trough (e.g. an elongated
area of low atmospheric pressure that is associated
with an area of minimum cyclonic circulation).

acetonitrile

A colorless liquid that is soluble in water and alcohol;
used as a polar solvent for the separation of fatty
acids from vegetables oils, and in manufacturing
synthetic pharmaceuticals.

glaze

A coating of ice, generally clear and smooth but
usually containing some air pockets, formed on
exposed objects by the freezing of a film of
supercooled water deposited by rain, drizzle, or fog, or
possibly condensed from supercooled water vapour.

building sites

A piece of land on which a house or other building is
being built.

oceanographic parameters

abandoned town

fluidisation

Process by which solid particles are suspended in a
moving fluid and flowing with it.

hexachlorobenzene

abiotic environment

The non-living components of the environment (rocks,
minerals, soil, water and climate).

sensitive environment

Any parcel of land, large or small, under public or
private control, that already has, or with remedial
action could achieve, desirable environmental
attributes. These attributes contribute to the retention
and/or creation of wildlife habitat, soils stability, water
retention or recharge, vegetative cover, and similar
vital ecological functions. Environmentally sensitive
areas range in size from small patches to extensive
landscape features. They can include rare or common
habitats, plants and animals.

lateritisation

The complex weathering process by which a soil or
rock is converted into laterite through the removal of
silica and bases and the increase of aluminum or iron
oxides.

nitrate

Any salt or ester of nitric acid, such as sodium nitrate.

thermal sea power

The concept of utilizing the temperature differences of
20A°C or more that occur between the surface of an
ocean and its depths to achieve a continuous supply
of power; this temperature difference may be found in
the tropical regions of the world. Various small plants
have been constructed to demonstrate the principle.




exhaust-pipes

A duct through which engine exhaust is discharged.

alkanes

Paraffins. A homologous series of saturated
hydrocarbons having the general formula CnH2n+2.
Their systematic names end in -ane. They are
chemically inert, stable, and flammable. The first four
members of the series (methane, ethane, propane,
butane) are gases at ordinary temperatures; the next
eleven are liquids, and form the main constituents of
paraffin oil; the higher members are solids. Paraffin
waxs consists mainly of higher alkanes.

Krill

Collective name for some 80 species of shrimp-like
crustaceans, about 15 cm long, which live exclusively
in the cold waters around the poles, particularly in
Antarctica. They feed on plankton and form the
second level of the marine food chain. Krill have a
high level of protein and are an important food source
for fish, five species of baleen whales, some species
of seal and several species of birds, including
penguins.

shrimp

riparian zone

Land areas directly influenced by a body of water.
Usually such areas have visible vegetation or physical
characteristics showing this water influence. Stream
sides, lake borders, and marshes are typical riparian
areas. Generally refers to such areas along flowing
bodies of water.

outer space (astronomy)

A general term for any region that is beyond the
earth's atmosphere.

solar activity

Disturbances on the surface of the sun; examples are
sunspots, prominences, and solar flares.

nature itinerary

sweat

insular fauna

soil fauna

arid land ecosystem

The interacting system of a biological community and
its non-living environmental surroundings in a climatic
region where the annual precipitation averages less
than 10 inches per year.

cumulonimbus

A towering, precipitation-producing cumulus cloud that
is vertically developed across altitudes associated
with other clouds; frequently associated with lightning
and thunder and thus designated a thunderhead.

pelagic waters

Pertaining to water of the open portion of an ocean,
above the abyssal zone and beyond the outer limits of
the littoral zone.




coastal waters

Coastal waters are typically characterized by a
shallow continental shelf, gently sloping seaward to a
continental slope, which drops relatively abruptly to
the deep ocean. The proximity of coastal water to land
also influences the water circulation. In the vicinity of
freshwater inflows, the nearshore circulation is altered
by the presence of density-driven motions. Coastal
waters are under enormous environmental stress,
caused by a wide range of factors including pollution
and the destruction and deterioration of marine
habitats.

Organism which lives and obtains food at the expense

parasites of another organism, the host.

gas plant Place where gas, especially coal gas, is made.
Roughly circular, elliptical, or horseshoe-shaped
island or ring of islands of reef origin, composed of
coral, algal rock, shellfish and calcareous sand;

atolls enclosing an open lagoon.

archipelagoes

A chain of many islands including the waters that
surround them.

imbibition

Absorption of liquid by a solid or a semisolid material.

residual amount of water

Amount of water left in a water course after it has fed
a hydropower plant in order to maintain a satisfactory
dry-weather-flow for allowing the survival of biotic
communities.

sand drifts

measuring station

new installation

A device, system, or piece of equipment that has
been recently installed.

marine conservation area

microclimate

The local, rather uniform climate of a specific place or
habitat, compared with the climate of the entire area
of which it is a part.

caves

1) An underground hollow with access from the
ground surface or from the sea, often found in
limestone areas and on rocky coastlines. 2) A natural
cavity, chamber or recess which leads beneath the
surface of the earth, generally in a horizontal or
obliquely inclined direction. It may be in the form of a
passage or a gallery, its shape depending in part on
the joint pattern or structure of the rock and partly on
the type of process involved in its excavation. Thus,
caves worn by subterranean rivers may be different in
character from, and of considerably greater extent
than, a sea-cave eroded by marine waves. 3) A
natural underground open space, generally with a
connection to the surface and large enough for a
person to enter. The most common type of cave is
formed in a limestone by dissolution.

horticultural plant

ice pack

Large areas of floating ice, usually occurring in polar
seas, consisting of separate pieces that have become
massed together.




IUCN red list categories

Red Data Book categories provide an easily and
widely understood method for highlighting those
species under higher extinction risk, so as to focus
attention on conservation measures designed to
protect them.

lava flood

sediment yield

Total sediment outflow from a watershed or past a
given location in a specified period of time. It includes
bed load as well as suspended load. Usually
expressed in weight per unit of time.

rain forests

A forest of broad-leaved, mainly evergreen, trees
found in continually moist climates in the tropics,
subtropics, and some parts of the temperate zones.

The surface layer of soil, usually to a depth of about
30 centimetres, which is the depth disturbed by
ploughing or other cultivation. This layer is enriched

top soil with humus.
The forward continuous movement of a fluid through
flow closed or open channels or conduits.
controlled landfills
gully erosion
Farm slurry: mixture of animal excrement, urine and
slurry water which can be used as fertilizer.
fish-eating bird
wading bird
shore bird

atmospheric fallout

The sedimentation of dust or fine particles from the
atmosphere.

A year characterized by the climate and the
meteorological values which are expected in a
location throughout a year. The typical meteorological
year data are compiled from statistical sampling of

typical year hourly data over a period of many years.
In meteorology, atmospheric motions that are
predominantly vertical, resulting in vertical transport
and mixing of atmospheric properties. Sometimes
caused when large masses of air are heated by

convection contact with a warm land surface.

pavement
A vent in the surface of the Earth through which
magma and associated gases and ash erupt; also,
the form or structure, usually conical, that is produced

volcanoes by the ejected material.

grazing The consumption of forage in situ by animals.

soil water balance

The sum of all gains and losses of water over a given
period of time; mm/period. Also called field water
balance.

water regime

The flow characteristics of a stream with respect to
velocity, volume, form of and alterations in the
channel, capacity to transport sediment, and the
amount of material supplied for transportation.

flood frequency

Number of times a flood above a given discharge or
stage is likely to occur over a given number of years.

twin-hull craft




waste of energy

The process by which ammonia compounds, including
man-made fertilizer and the humus provided by
organic matter or plant and animal origin, are
converted into nitrites and then nitrates, which are
then absorbed as a nutrient by crops. Excess nitrate
can be leached into surface waters and groundwaters,
causing pollution. Excess nitrate may also be
converted by microbes back into gaseous nitrogen,
which is an important greenhouse gas, and released
back into the atmosphere. The ultimate source of
nitrogen in the ecosystem is the molecular nitrogen in
the atmosphere. To a very limited extent, some

nitrification dissolves in water. However, none is found in rock.
Hoofed mammals, including the Artiodactyla and
ungulate Perissodactyla.

chemical industry

Industry related with the production of chemical
compounds. The chemical processing industry has a
variety of special pollution problems due to the vast
number of products manufactured. The treatment
processes combine processing, concentration,
separation, extraction, by-product recovery,
destruction, and reduction in concentration. The
wastes may originate from solvent extraction, acid
and caustic wastes, overflows, spills, mechanical loss,
etc.

The formulation of regional objectives, plans and
programmes and the harmonization of the regional

land setup effects of sectorial planning.
Any substance that, when taken into the human or
animal organism,may produce dependence, whether
dope physical or psychic.

electricity company

Company which is responsible for the supply and
distribution of electric energy to a given area.

atomic bombs

A bomb with large explosive power due to the sudden
release of energy resulting from the splitting of heavy
nuclei material such as plutonium or uranium, which
would set off a very rapid chain reaction and would
release shock, blast, heat, light and lethal radiation.

nuclear bombs

storm water

Water which falls as rain during a storm and which is
cleared by storm-water channels.

plain

An extensive, broad tract of level or rolling, almost
treeless land with a shrubby vegetation, usually at a
low elevation.

sea turbulence

harmful plant

rural zone

salt pan

A pool used for obtaining salt by the natural
evaporation of sea water.

lagoon

A body of water cut off from the open sea by coral
reefs or sand bars.




speciation

The evolutionary process whereby populations of a
single species separate and, through being exposed
to different forces of natural selection, gradually
develop into distinct species.

ecological parameter

A variable, measurable property whose value is a
determinant of the characteristics of an ecosystem.

drought year
The cellulosic material produced by reducing wood
mechanically or chemically and used in making paper
pulp and cellulose products. Also known as wood pulp.

angiosperms

The class of seed plants that includes all the flowering
plants, characterized by the possession of flowers.
The ovules, which become seeds after fertilization,
are enclosed in ovaries. The xylem contains true
vessels. The angiospermae are divided into two
subclasses: Monocotyledoneae and Dycotiledoneae.

flowering plant

Plants capable of producing conspicuous flowers.

ruminant

subsidence

The sudden sinking or gradual downward settling of
the Earth's surface with little or no horizontal motion.
The movement is not restricted in rate, magnitude, or
area involved. Subsidence may be caused by natural
geologic processes, such as solution, thawing,
compaction, slow crustal warping, or withdrawal of
fluid lava from beneath a solid crust; or by man's
activity, such as subsurface mining or the pumping of
oil or ground water.

bauxites

non-built-up area

Areas which are not intensely developed for housing,
commerce, industry, etc.

blooming

rocky area

atmospheric structure

The constituting elements that characterize the
atmosphere, including wind direction, velocity, altitude,
air density, and velocity of sound.

alumina

A natural or synthetic oxide of aluminum widely
distributed in nature, often found as a constituent part
of clays, feldspars, micas and other minerals, and as
a major component of bauxite.

avifauna

All the birds in a particular region.

agricultural landscapes

Landscape created or modified by agricultural activity.
The agricultural landscape generally includes
elements such as farmland, meadows, pastures, dry
stone walls, farm roads, waterways, animals and farm
buildings.

primary production

The total quantity of organic matter newly formed by
photosynthesis.

road salt

Salt used against the formation of ice on roads; when
excess salt washes off the roads, it can poison
roadside vegetation or raise salt concentrations in
streams and reserves of underground water. It also
accelerates the deterioration of concrete and metal.

power supply




building industry

The art and technique of building houses.

disaster zone

Zone that has been stricken by a disaster and where
measures must be taken to reduce the severity of the
human and material damage caused by it.

hunting shelter

dimethylformamide

hearing (sense)

The general perceptual behaviour and the specific
responses made in relation to sound stimuli.

petrol station

A transitional land-water area, covered at least part of
the time by estuarine or coastal water, and
characterized by aquatic and grasslike vegetation,

marshland especially without peatlike accumulation.
The periodic rise and fall of the water resulting from
gravitational interaction between the sun, moon and
earth. In each lunar day of 24 hours and 49 minutes
tide there are two high tides and two low tides.

enterovirus

Any of a subgroup of the picornaviruses infecting the
gastrointestinal tract and discharged in feces,
including coxsackieviruses, echoviruses, and
polioviruses; may be involved in respiratory disease,
meningitis, and neurological disease.

farm animal

Animals reared in farms for working and producing
food such as meat, eggs and milk.

earthquake

The violent shaking of the ground produced by deep
seismic waves, beneath the epicentre, generated by a
sudden decrease or release in a volume of rock of
elastic strain accumulated over a long time in regions
of seismic activity (tectonic earthquake). The
magnitude of an earthquake is represented by the
Richter scale; the intensity by the Mercalli scale.

anaerobic condition

A mode of life carried on in the absence of molecular
oxygen.

biological parameters

A very large and widespread family of
Monocotyledoneae, with more than 10.000 species,
most of which are herbaceous, but a few are woody.
The stems are jointed, the long, narrow leaves
originating at the nodes. The flowers are
inconspicuous, with a much reduced perianth, and are
wind-pollinated or cleistogamous. The fruit in single-
seeded, usually a caryopsis. Grasses are the most

grass important of all plants for food.
Rising land bordering a river margin of a channel at
the left-hand (right-hand) side when facing

banks downstream.

artificial beaches

trophic level

Any of the feeding levels through which the passage
of energy through an ecosystem proceeds; examples
are photosynthetic plants, herbivorous animals, and
microorganisms of decay.

headland (geography)

A cape or promontory jutting seawards from a
coastline, usually with a significant sea cliff.

fruit tree

Any tree that bears edible fruit.




continental climate

A climate characterized by hot summers, cold winters,
and little rainfall, typical of the interior of a continent.

olive oil mill waste water

refining

The processing of raw material to remove impurities.

food product

pools

A small, natural body of standing water, usually fresh;
e.g. a stagnant body of water in a marsh, or a still
body of water within a cave.

temporary pond

Depressions which temporarily hold water on poorly
drained soils. Temporary pools require sufficient
catchment area for recharge; contours to hold water
long enough to balance losses to infiltration or
evaporation; and impervious soils to hold water.

In an environmental context, the term refers to the
dispersion of air pollutants and depends on the type of
pollution source (point source, line source, diffuse
source), the wind velocity and the wind direction.

distribution Distribution can be active or passive.

Hard brittle material made by firing clay and similar
ceramic substances.
sea bird

<human settlements by economic base>

running water

Any body of water exhibiting continuous unidirectional
flow.

antiseismic device

songbird

Any passerine bird of the suborder Oscines, having
highly developed vocal organs and, in most, a music
call.

soil resource

freshwater resource

The network of rivers, lakes, and other surface waters
that supply water for food production and other
essential human systems.

lava stream

connective tissue

solar cells

A device for converting sunlight into electrical power
using a semiconductor sensitive to the photovoltaic
effect. Solar cells are used on space satellites to
power electronic equipment, and as their price falls
they may come to be used to provide energy on the
Earth.

carbon 14

carbon disulphide

seeping water

Water that moves slowly through a porous material
such as soil.

turbulence

Irregular movement of a moving fluid produced by an
obstruction, friction or vortex action.

geomagnetism

biotic factors

The influence upon the environment of organisms
owing to the presence and activities of other
organisms, as distinct from a physical, abiotic,
environmental factor.

seaweed A marine plant, especially algae.
Any of the warm-blooded vertebrates which make up
birds the class Aves.




raptor

reagent

oxidant

Cl
A solution that removes any light-sensitive silver-
halide crystals not acted upon by light or developer,
leaving a black-and-white negative or print unalterable

fixing bath by further action of light. Also referred to as hypo.

two-stroke engines

An internal combustion engine whose cycle is
completed in two strokes of the piston.

thermoregulation

A mechanism by which mammals attempt to balance
heat gain and heat loss in order to maintain a
constant body temperature when exposed to
variations in cooling power of the external medium.

spleens
mountain level
sandy soils
Any enclosed space wholly or partially used or
intended to be used for living, sleeping, cooking, and
dwelling eating.
crevasses Fissure formed in a glacier.

carnivorous animals

water well

A well sunk to extract water from a zone of saturation.

coal refining

The processing of coal to remove impurities.

groundwater recharge

Process by which water is added from outside to the
zone of saturation of an aquifer, either directly into a
formation, or indirectly by way of another formation.

limicolous fauna

Animal organismes living in mud, margin of pools or
lakes.

The region of the earth's surface lying between two
parallels of latitude on the earth, one 23A°27" north of
the equator and the other 23A°27' south of the
equator, representing the points farthest north and
south at which the sun can shine directly overhead

tropics and constituting the boundaries of the Torrid Zone.
fishing firm

A large round tower on a farm for storing grain or
silo winter food for cattle.

gaseous state

State of matter in which the matter concerned
occupies the whole of its container irrespective of its
quantity.

technology park

A technology park is a development to accommodate
companies engaged in the commercial application of
high technology,with activities including research and
development, production sales and servicing.

botanic gardens

rocky zone

genetic diversity

The variation between individuals and between
populations within a species.




sand dunes

An accumulation of loose sand heaped up by the
wind, commonly found along low-lying seashores
above high-tide level, more rarely on the border of
large lakes or river valleys, as well as in various
desert regions, where there is abundant dry surface
sand during some part of the year.

ecological diversity

The variety of species present in a habitat or
ecosystem. High diversity indicates environmental
health.

sea level

The level of the surface of the ocean; especially, the
mean level halfway between high and low tide, used
as a standard in reckoning land elevation or sea
depths.

hydrologic parameters

hydrologic flow

The characteristic behaviour and the total quantity of
water involved in a drainage basin, determined by
measuring such quantities as rainfall, surface and
subsurface storage and flow, and evapotranspiration.

vertebrae
1) Zone in which precipitation is lacking to the extent
that irrigation must be practised to support cultivation.
2) Zone in which average evaporation exceeds
arid zones precipitation.
A wide, open, comparatively barren tract of land with
deserts few forms of life and little rainfall.
Plant producing material suitable to be made into
textile plant cloths.

rural settlement

A collection of dwellings located in a rural area.

survival capacity

The act or fact of surviving or condition of having
survived.

volcanic area

terraced landscape

Landscape resulting from the method of cultivating
land by cutting terraces or benches into slopes to
create areas of flat land. The practice is common in
mountainous areas where land is scarce and rainfall
uncertain.

slaughterhouse

A place where animals are butchered for food.

plant parts

The constituent parts of a plant.

gullying

The removal of soil by an excessive concentration of
running water,resulting in the formation of deep
channels.

ozone layer

The general stratum of the upper atmosphere in
which there is an appreciable ozone concentration
and in which ozone plays an important part in the
radiative balance of the atmosphere.

wildlife corridor

Avenues along which wide-ranging animals can travel,
plants can propagate, genetic interchange can occur,
populations can move in response to environmental
changes and natural disasters, and threatened
species can be replenished from other areas.

migratory game

marl

A calcareous clay; or mixture of clay and particles of
calcite or dolomite, usually fragments of shells.

dead matter

Dead organic matter.




oasis

grassland

Grassland cover nearly one-fifth of the Earth's land
surface. They include savannah, the prairies of North
America, and the steppes of Russia and Central Asia.
Grassland ecosystems support thousands of different
species, above and below the ground, and have a
vital part to play maintaining the ecological balance of
the world.

polychloroterphenyl

dithiocarbamate

fireproofing agents

A chemical used as a coating for or a component of a
combustible material to reduce or eliminate a
tendency to burn; used with textiles, plastics, rubbers,
paints, and other materials.

dissolved oxygen

The amount of oxygen dissolved in a stream, river or
lake is an indication of the degree of health of the
stream and its ability to support a balanced aquatic
ecosystem. The oxygen comes from the atmosphere
by solution and from photosynthesis of water plants.
The maximum amount of oxygen that can be held in
solution in a stream is termed the saturation
concentration and, as it is a function of temperature,
the greater the temperature, the less the saturation
amount. The discharge of an organic waste to a
stream imposes an oxygen demand on the stream. If
there is an excessive amount of organic matter, the
oxidation of waste by microorganisms will consume
oxygen more rapidly than it can be replenished. When
this happens, the dissolved oxygen is depleted and
results in the death of the higher forms of life.

thermal parameters

mining

The act, process or industry of extracting coal, ores,
etc. from the earth.

phreatic explosion

A volcanic eruption of steam, mud, and debris caused
by the expansion of steam formed when magma
comes in contact with groundwater or seawater.

multispectral scanner

A remote sensing term referring to a scanning
radiometer that simultaneously acquires images in
various wavebands at the same time. A multispectral
scanner can be carried aboard an aircraft or satellite.
The Landsat multispectral scanner records images in
four wavebands of visible and near infrared
electromagnetic radiation to enable objects with
different reflectance properties to be distinguished.

spring

A place where ground water flows naturally from a
rock or the soil onto the land surface or into a body of
surface water.

torrential flood

A sudden flood of great volume, usually caused by a
heavy rain. Also, a flood that crests in a short length of
time and is often characterized by high velocity flows.
It is often the result of heavy rainfall in a localized
area.




waterfowl

Aquatic birds which constitute the order Anseriformes,
including the swans, ducks, geese, and screamers.

grassland ecosystem

Ecosystem whose dominant species is grass. Found
in regions where average precipitation is not great
enough to support the growth of shrublands or forest.

nuclear waste disposal

An opening or excavation in the earth for extracting

mines minerals.
A long deep, relatively narrow steep-sided valley
confined between lofty and precipitous walls in a
plateau or mountainous area, often with a stream at
the bottom; similar to, but largest than, a gorge. It is
characteristic of an arid or semiarid area (such as
western U.S.) where stream downcutting greatly
canyons exceeds weathering.
rock fall
cliff stability
Metamorphic rock composed of recrystallized calcite
marble or dolomite.
Any of a large number of vascular plants composing
fern the division Polypodiophyta, without flowers and fruits.
aquaria

urban centre

The heart on any large city which contains the highest
land values, the most intensive building development
and the highest concentration of pedestrian and
vehicular traffic.

waste derived fuel

Fuel made from wastes which can be loose, e.g.
shredded paper and plastics from municipal solid
waste (MSW) or compressed (""densified") into
pellets. Other waste derived fuels can be based on
agricultural residues such as rice hulls, sawdust,
logging residues and straw. Waste oil and spent
solvents can also be used as fuels, preferably in
specially adapted boilers. However, contamination
with PCBs can lead to dioxin emissions.

industrial complex

biogeochemical cycles

Movement of chemical elements in a circular pathway,
from organisms to physical environment, back to
organisms. The process is termed a nutrient cycle if
the elements concerned are trace elements, which
are essential to life. A biogeochemical cycle occurs
when vegetation decomposes and minerals are
incorporated naturally in the humus for future plant
growth.

urea

A natural product of protein metabolism found in
urine.

<deteriorated natural areas>

hotel industry

The industry related with the provision of lodging and
usually meals and other services for travelers and
other paying guests.

mistral

A violent cold dry northerly wind of the Mediterranean
provinces of France.




breeze

A wind speed between force 2 (light breeze) and force
6 (strong breeze) on the Beaufort scale. The term is
generally applied to winds caused by convection.

water infiltration

The slow movement of water through small openings
and spaces in the surface of unsaturated soil into or
out of a body of surface or subsurface water.

atmospheric dynamics

seaside footpath

A route or track running along the coast.

hydroquinone

geogenic factor

Geogenic factors are those which originate in the soil,
as opposed to those of anthropic origin
(anthropogenic).

game (animals)

Wild animals, including birds and fish, hunted for
sport, food or profit.

highland ecosystem

atmospheric circulation

The general movement and circulation of air, which
transfers energy between different levels of the
atmosphere. The mechanisms of circulation are very
complicated. They involve the transfer of energy
between the oceans and the atmosphere, the land
and the atmosphere, as well as the different levels of
the atmosphere.

nature

All natural phenomena and plant and animal life, as
distinct from man and his creations.

ecological processes

1) The actions or events that link organisms (including
humans) and their environment, such as disturbance,
successional development, nutrient cycling,
productivity, and decay. 2) A continuous action or
series of actions governed or strongly influenced by
one or more ecosystems

genetic mutation

subalpine level

fauna

The entire animal life of a given region, habitat or
geological stratum.

land sinking

ultraviolet

The energy range just beyond the violet end of the
visible spectrum. Although ultraviolet radiation makes
up only about 5 percent of all energy from the sun, it is
the major energy source for the stratosphere and
mesosphere, playing an important role in both energy
balance and chemical composition. Most ultraviolet
radiation is blocked by Earth's atmosphere, but some
solar ultraviolet makes it through and aids in plant
photosynthesis and helps produce vitamin D in
humans. Too much ultraviolet radiation can burn the
skin, cause skin cancer and cataracts, and damage
vegetation.

microwaves

An electromagnetic wave which has a wavelength
between about 0.3 and 30 centimeters, corresponding
to frequencies of 1-100 gigahertz; however there are
no sharp boundaries between microwaves and
infrared and radio waves.

coastal current

land space




nutrient cycle

A biogeochemical cycle, in which inorganic nutrients
move through the soil, living organisms, air and water
or through some of these.

air

A predominantly mechanical mixture of a variety of
individual gases forming the earth's enveloping
atmosphere.

geyser

A type of hot spring that intermittently erupts jets of
hot water and steam, the result of ground water
coming into contact with rock or steam hot enough to
create steam under conditions preventing free
circulation; a type of intermittent spring.

muscular system

The muscle cells, tissues, and organs that effect
movement in all vertebrates.

environment

A concept which includes all aspects of the
surroundings of humanity, affecting individuals and
social groupings. The European Union has defined
the environment as ""the combination of elements
whose complex interrelationships make up the
settings, the surroundings and the conditions of life of
the individual and of society, as they are or as they
are felt"™". The environment thus includes the built
environment, the natural environment and all natural
resources, including air, land and water. It also
includes the surroundings of the workplace.

railway

A permanent track composed of a line of parallel
metal rails fixed to sleepers, for transport of
passengers and goods in trains.

evolution

The biological process whereby species of plants and
animals change with the passage of time so that their
descendants differ from their ancestors, i.e.
development from earlier forms by hereditary
transmission of slight variations in successive
generations.

nursing

macroclimate

The general large-scale climate of a large area or
country.

marine waters

feeding patch

A natural, sown, or planted area with grains, berry-
bearing bushes, etc. supplying food for wildlife.

oxygen balance

1) The dissolved oxygen level at any point in a
stream, resulting from the opposing forces of
deoxygenation and reaeration. 2) The relation
between the biochemical oxygen demand of a
wastewater or treatment plant effluent and the oxygen
available in the diluting water.

water collection area

watershed divide

Summit or boundary line separating adjacent drainage
basins.

polar cap An ice sheet centered at one of the poles of the earth.
A heavy toxic bluish-white metallic element that is
highly malleable; occurs principally as galena and is
used in alloys, accumulators, cable sheaths, paints,
lead and as a radiation shield.

Pb




spas

A mineral spring or a place or resort where such a
spring is found; after Spa, a watering place in
Belgium.

small power plant

<single built works by form>

GIS laboratories

A laboratory where GIS data drawn from different
sources are stored, handled, analyzed and updated.

wave energy

Power extracted from the motion of sea waves at the
coast.

Kr

organofluoro compound

iron ore

Ferruginous rock containing one or more distinct
natural chemical compounds from which metallic iron
may be profitably extracted.

epicentre

water source

spindrift

antiquated plants

Old installation that do not comply with the new rules
for the prevention of environmental pollution and
whose redevelopment requires investments for
adopting technologies related to the protection of
waterways, waste management, noise reduction and
emission control.

chrysotile

navigation canal

A human-made waterway built to let boats navigate
from one body of water to another.

human reproduction

economic evaluation

fish processing

Any of a series of actions taken in preparing fish for
distribution or sale including cleaning, filleting,
smoking, salting, marinating, cooking, drying, canning,
packing, freezing or storing.

coal fired power station

water reutilization

water pretreatment

nutrient balance

Condition in which there is equilibrium between intake
and excretion of nutrients.

monitoring stations

Station where the presence, effect, or level of any
polluting substance in air or water, noise and blasting,
radiation, transport movements, land subsidence, or
change in the character of vegetation are measured
quantitatively or qualitatively.

cooling ponds

A water-filled tank in which used fuel element are
placed while cooling(in the radioactive and the thermal
sense)is allowed to proceed;the water provides both
radiation shielding(conveniently transparent)and
means of removing the heat of radioactive decay.

torrential rain

winter sports resort

Resort where sports held in the open air on snow or
ice, especially skiing are practiced.

landfill sealing

Sealing of a landfill with a relatively impermeable
barrier designed to keep leachate inside. Liner
materials include plastic and dense clay.




economic management instrument

A tool or method used by any organization in the
management of developmental processes used in the
production of, or in the regulation of, material
resources.

salt meadow

A meadow subject to overflow by salt water.

Amount of precipitation collected per unit time interval.

condensation nucleus

A particle, either liquid or solid, upon which
condensation of water vapour begins in the
atmosphere.

A storm characterized by the converging and rising
giratory movement of the wind around a zone of low
pressure (the eye) towards which it is violently pulled
from a zone of high pressure. Its circulation is
counterclockwise round the center in the northern

cyclone hemisphere, clockwise in the southern hemisphere.
A salt or ester of acetic acid; specifically, a synthetic
textile fiber made from partially hydrolyzed cellulose
acetate, or a plastic-like film made from cellulose
acetates triacetate.

broad-leaved trees

Deciduous tree which has wide leaves, as opposed to
the needles on conifers.

isocyanate

thiocyanate

place of interest

bog soils

An intrazonal, hydromorphic group of soils having a
mucky or peaty surface horizon and an underlying
peat horizon. These soils developed in swamps or
marshes in humid or subhumid climates.

volcanic rocks

A generally finely crystalline or glassy igneous rock
resulting from volcanic action at or near the Earth's
surface, either ejected explosively or extruded as lava;
e.g. basalt. The term includes near-surface intrusions
that form a part of the volcanic structure.

<landscape type>

polluted soil

moult

metamorphosis

The transformation of a larval into an adult stage
which occurs in amphibia, some fishes and many
groups of invertebrates.

melting point

The temperature at which a solid of a pure
substances changes to a liquid.

softening agent

1) A substance added to another substance to
increase its softness, pliability, or plasticity. 2) A
substance, such as a zeolite, for softening water.

strict nature reserve

Areas allocated to preserve and protect certain
animals and plants, or both. They differ from national
parks, which are largely a place for public recreation,
because they are provided exclusively to protect
species for their own sake. Endangered species are
increasingly being kept in nature reserves to prevent
them from extinction. Nature reserves also serve as a
place for more plentiful species to rest, breed or
winter.




soil erosion

Detachment and movement of topsoil or soil material
from the upper part of the profile, by the action of wind
or running water, especially as a result of changes
brought about by human activity, such as unsuitable
or mismanaged agriculture.

forest decay

plant reproduction

Any of various processes, either sexual or asexual, by
which a plant produces one or more individuals similar
to itself.

sporogenesis

feathers
Na
potassium
covering
The gaseous envelope surrounding the Earth in a
atmosphere several kilometers-thick layer.
The natural, rocklike, brown to black derivative of
forest-type plant material, usually accumulated in peat
beds and progressively compressed and indurated
coal until it is finally altered in to graphite-like material.
lamps A device that produces light, such as an electric lamp.
Large wild animals that weigh typically more than 30
big game Ib when fully grown, hunted for food, sport or profit.

waterfowl game

No definition.

sediment mobilisation

The transport or setting in motion by wind or water of
insoluble particulate matter.

tropical zone

incinerator Device which burns waste.
The atmospheric shell extending from the top of the
mesosphere to outer space; it is a region of more or
less steadily increasing temperature with height,
thermosphere starting at 70 or 80 kilometers.

soil mechanics

The study of the physical properties of soil, especially
those properties that affect its ability to bear weight
such as water content, density, strength, etc.

atmospheric humidity

A measurable quantity of the moisture content found
in the earth's atmosphere.

information centre

Any facility devoted to the collection, maintenance and
distribution of materials or data compiled to convey
knowledge on some subject, often with trained staff
persons available to answer questions.

The basic network or foundation of capital facilities or
community investments which are necessary to

infrastructure support economic and community activities.
Permeable water-bearing formation capable of
aquifers yielding exploitable quantities of water.
Area relating to the earth's poles or the area inside the
polar region Arctic or Antarctic Circles.

sea resource

Marine resources include food, energy and minerals.

biotope

A region of relatively uniform environmental
conditions, occupied by a given plant community and
its associated animal community.




rain-flow relationship

mid-latitude storm

epiphyte

A plant that grows on the outside of another plant,
using it for support only and not as a source of
nutrients. An example is lichen on trees.

single family dwelling

An unattached dwelling unit inhabited by an adult
person plus one or more related persons.

railway line

A metal track on which trains run, or the whole system
of such tracks, stations and trains.

seismic zone

ecotone

A boundary and/or transition area (zone) between two
or more communities. Commonly contains some of
the organisms of overlapping communities besides
those organisms characteristic of the ecotone.

bird migration

A group of birds migrating in a body.

Aimals (e.g., earthworms) that feed on detritus - the

detritivore decomposing products of organisms.

A residential district situated on the outskirts of a city
suburb or town.

A group of unsegmented worms which have been
nematode variously recognized as an order, class, and phylum.
essential oil
inland water transport No definition.
living being

forest flora

cork

The thick light porous outer bark of the cork oak, used
widely as an insulator and for stoppers for bottles,
casks, etc.

underground railway

An electric passenger railway operated in
underground tunnels.

woodland clearance

The permanent clear-felling of an area of forest or
woodland. On steep slopes this can lead to severe
soil erosion, especially where heavy seasonal rains or
the melting of snow at higher levels cause sudden
heavy flows of water. In the humid tropics it may also
lead to a release of carbon dioxide from the soil.

scarichi di rifiuti

urban agglomeration

Group of buildings forming an inhabited area.

typhoon

A severe tropical cyclone in the western Pacific.

exceptional flood

Flood that takes place on a area wider than the major
bed of ariver.

tropical ecosystem

The interacting system of a biological community and
its non-living environmental surroundings in the land
and water of the equatorial region between the Tropic
of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn.

Any species of the warm-blooded vertebrates which

bird species make up the class Aves.
A large area in which solids are placed for dewatering
drying bed by gravity, drainage and evaporation.

galvanising bath

Dipping bath for metals to cover them with a
protective metal coating by electrodeposition.

oxygen-deficient




soil moisture regime

The water regime of the soil is determined by the
physical properties and arrangement of the soil
particles. The pores in a soil determine its water-
retention characteristics. When all the pores are full of
water, the soil is said to be saturated.

genital organ

human body The entire physical structure of an human being.

A large motor vehicle designed to carry heavy loads,
lorries especially one with a flat platform.
trucks

leisure facility

Any type of structure or improvement planned,
designed, developed and managed for recreational
purposes.

The dried stems and leaves of grain crops that remain
after harvesting the grain, often used for animal

straw bedding or for weaving hats, baskets and mats.
A substance consisting of two or more substances
mixed together without any chemical bonding between
mixture them.
COD Chemical oxygen demand.
content

agricultural lands

Land used primarily for the production of plant or
animal crops, including arable agriculture, dairying,
pasturage, apiaries, horticulture, floriculture,
viticulture, animal husbandry and the necessary lands
and structures needed for packing, processing,
treating, or storing the produce.

water volume

water level

Elevation of the free-water surface of a body of water
relative to a datum level.

oleaginous plant

settling ponds

settling tanks

A tank into which a two-phase mixture is fed and the
entrained solids settle by gravity during storage.

gaswork Place where gas, especially coal gas, is made.
Consumer waste arising in connection with the
demolition of buildings, building components and

rubble constructions.

offal

dog excrement

silt

Unconsolidated sediment, belonging to the finest
fraction, most of the particles of which are smaller
than sand and larger than clay particles (between 0,05
mm and 0,002 mm.

white frost

A deposit of needle-like ice crystals formed on the
ground by direct condensation at temperatures below
freezing point.

ponds

A natural body of standing fresh water occupying a
small surface depression, usually smaller than a lake
and larger than a pool.

benthic division

The bottom of a body of water often occupied by
benthos.

urban canal

No definition.




smelting plant

A plant where ores or concentrates are heat-
processed to yield a crude metal, which is then
reduced or refined.

shielding devices

Barriers devised for keeping away from people
harmful substances.

flood water discharger

Waterway in or about a dam or other hydraulic
structure for the escape of excess flood waters, in the
form of an open channel or closed conduit.

radioactive substance

Any substance that contains one or more
radionuclides of which the activity or the concentration
cannot be disregarded as far as radiation protection is
concerned.

sand pits

A place where sand is extracted from the ground.

fertilisation

crevices

cell division

tropical storm

A tropical cyclone that is stronger than a tropical
depression but milder than a hurricane, with winds
stronger than 34 knots but less than 65.

atmospheric ozone

A triatomic molecule of oxygen; a natural constituent
of the atmosphere, with the highest concentrations in
the ozone layer or stratosphere; it is found at a level
between 15 and 30 km above the Earth, which
prevents harmful ultraviolet B radiation, which causes
skin cancer and threatens plant life, from reaching the
ground. The fragile shield is being damaged by
chemicals released on Earth. The main chemicals
that are depleting stratospheric ozone are
chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), which are used in
refrigerators, aerosols and as cleaners in many
industries and halons, which are used in fire
extinguishers. The damage is caused when these
chemicals release highly reactive forms of chlorine
and bromine.

succession (ecology)

The progressive natural development of vegetation
towards a climax, during which one community is
gradually replaced by others. A primary succession
starts at sites that have not previously born
vegetation. A secondary succession is one that
follows the destruction of part or all of the original
vegetation of an area. A natural succession has two
components: the physiographic in which living
organisms respond to topographical features; the
biotic, in which organisms react with one another.

Oil sands are naturally occurring mixtures of bitumen,

oil sand water, sand and clay.

Ga
A polyesther resin formed originally by the
polymerization of biphenol A and epichlorohydrin,
having high strength, and low shrinkage during curing;

epoxy resin used as a coating, adhesive, casting, or foam.




thermoselect process

The Thermoselect process achieves complete
conversion of waste materials in a closed-loop
process based on high temperature gasification with
an extended residence time for process gases. The
combination of high temperature and long residence
time destroys even the most complex organic
compounds and generates a recoverable synthesis
gas. Any remaining acid gases and volatile heavy
metals are treated and recovered in-plant. The acid
gases are treated and recovered as salts. Emissions
are reduced dramatically and result primarily from the
combustion of the clean synthesis gas to produce
heat for the process and, through the use of high
efficiency gas engines, to produce electricity. The
process develops sufficient synthesis gas to heat and
power the facility with excess electricity available for
sale. The inert components of the waste stream are
treated to produce a useful construction aggregate
material and a metal alloy. Both materials are inert,
non-toxic products. All process generated water is
recovered, cleaned, and reused, thus eliminating the
need to discharge any process water from the facility.

post-treatment

Treatment of treated water or wastewater to improve
the water quality.

organic pollution

Pollution caused by animal or plant material derived
from living and dead organisms that may contain
pathogenic bacteria and negatively influences the
environment.

estuarine conservation area

Estuarine area which has been reserved by legislation
to protect part or all of the enclosed environment for
conservation, scientific, educational and/or
recreational purposes.

freeze

azides

orogenesis

vegetation stage

urban settlement

A collection of dwellings located in an urban area.

amitrole

Antarctic ecosystem

The continent of Antarctica has a limited number of
finely balanced ecosystems, most of which are marine
based. Krill, the shrimp-like crustacea, is the key
species in the marine food chain. On the continent
itself, however, there are small areas around the
fringes where the land is not permanently covered by
ice. Such sites are very often home to lower forms of
plant life, such as bacteria, lichens and mosses, and
small animals, the largest of which is the wingless
midge. The freshwater and saline lakes found in the
oases around the continent may also support
relatively simple ecosystems. Great variations in
climatic conditions on Antarctica prevent the
establishment of higher plant and animal species, and
keep land-based ecosystems very simple.




substitutability (chemistry)

The capability of a substance of being replaced by
another, for example sweeteners used in place of
sugar.

speed of sound

sound velocity

cultivated landscapes

canning factories

waters (geographic)

Waters that form streams, lakes, and seas, and issue
from the ground in springs.

evergreen oak grove

calcareous soils

Soil containing sufficient calcium carbonate (often with
magnesium carbonate) to effervesce visibly to the
naked eye when treated with hydrochloric acid. Soil of
alkaline in reaction, owing to the presence of free
calcium carbonate; may be more or less cemented,
depending upon concentration and time.

propagation process

Process by which a disturbance at one point is
propagated to another point more remote from the
source with no net transport of the material of the
medium itself; examples include the motion of
electromagnetic waves, sound waves, hydrodynamic
waves in liquids, and vibration waves in solids.

1) Removal of groundwater or surface water, or of
water from structures, by gravity or pumping. 2) The
discharge of water from a soil by percolation (the
process by which surface water moves downwards

drainage through cracks, joints and pores in soil and rocks).
A tropical cyclone of great intensity; any wind reaching
a speed of more than 73 miles per hour (117
hurricane kilometers per hour) is said to have hurricane force.

acclimatization

The physiological process through which an organism
grows accustomed or adapts to a new environment.

monitoring equipment

Specific equipment used in remote sensing.

distillery

fair

Exhibition of products or services in a specific area of
activity held with the objective of promoting business.

chrysophyta

The golden-brown and orange-yellow algae; a diverse
group of microscopically small algae which inhabit
fresh and salt water, many being planktonic. They
contain carotenoid pigments and may be unicellular,
colonial, filamentous or amoeboid.

lichen

Composite organisms formed by the symbiosis
between species of fungi and an algae. They are
either crusty patches or bushy growths on tree trunks,
stone walls, roofs or garden paths. Because they have
no actual roots they get their sustenance from the
atmosphere and rainwater. Lichens play an important
role in the detection and monitoring of pollution,
especially sulphur dioxide, as they are highly sensitive
to pollution and different species disappear if pollution
reaches specific levels.




thermal water

Water, generally of a spring or geyser, whose
temperature is appreciably above the local mean
annual air temperature.

snakes

Any reptile of the suborder Ophidia, typically having a
scaly cylindrical limbless body, fused eyelids, and a
jaw modified for swallowing large prey: includes
venomous forms such as cobras and rattlesnakes,
large nonvenomous constrictors, and small harmless
types such as the grass snake.

terrestrial area

Subdivisions of the continental surfaces distinguished
from one another on the basis of the form, roughness,
and surface composition of the land.

road network

The system of roads through a country.

orthopteran

A heterogeneous order of generalized insects with
gradual metamorphosis, chewing mouthparts, and
four wings.

urban runoff

Runoff derived from urban or suburban land-uses as
distinguished from agricultural or industrial sources.

garbage dump

aromatic plants

limiting factor

A condition or factor whose absence, short supply, or
excessive concentration exerts some restraining or
negative influence upon a population which is
incompatible with a given species requirements or
tolerance.

purifying power

Regenerative capacity of a system, of soils, water,
etc.

irrigation network

railway network

The whole system of railway distribution in a country.

abiotic factors

Physical, chemical and other non-living environmental
factors (geochemical structure of the soil, air humidity
and temperature, ecc.) which characterize an
ecosystem.

atmospheric blocking

sea current

A non-tidal horizontal movement of the sea.

frost

Covering of ice, in one of its many forms, produced by
the sublimation of water vapour on objects colder than
0A°C.

population dynamics

The process of numerical and structural change within
populations resulting from births, deaths, and
movements.

discharge regime

The characteristic succession of the seasonal
discharges of a stream, which depend on
meteorological factors and the properties of the
drainage basin.

sponge

domestic fuel oil

Liquid petroleum product used in domestic heaters.

lowland

population (ecological)

A group of organisms of one species, occupying a
defined area.

mixed forest

A forest composed of several tree species.




water balance

An accounting of all water inflow to, water outflow
from, and changes in water storage within a
hydrologic unit over a specified period.

acids

A compound capable of transferring a hydrogen ion in
solution.

rhizome

A stem that grows entirely underground.

waste disposal site

Site where waste is deposited without cover material
being applied at regular intervals.

preys

Animal constituting food for other animal.

alpine zone

temperate zone

water purification plant

Plant where water, through physical and chemical
processes, is made suitable for human consumption
and other purposes.

loam

A rich, permeable soil composed of a friable mixture
of relatively equal and moderate proportions of clay,
silt, and sand patrticles, and usually containing organic
matter (humus). It usually implies fertility, and is
sometimes called topsoil in contrast to the subsoils
that contain little or no organic matter.

kaolinite

impounded water

A body of water confined by a dam, dike, floodgate, or
other barrier.

geophysical environment

The physical earth and its surroundings, consisting of
the oceans and inland waters, lower and upper
atmosphere, space, land masses and land forms.

The star about which the earth revolves; it has a globe
of gas held together by its own gravity; thermonuclear
reactions take place in the deep interior of the sun
converting hydrogen into helium, releasing energy

Sun which streams out.
A compact, fine-grained metamorphic rock that
posses slaty cleavage and hence can be split into
slabs and thin plates. Most slate was formed from
slate shale.

rental housing

Dwelling places occupied by tenants who make
periodic payments to landlords or owners for use of
the facilities as residences.

nitrile




air-sea interface

The sea and the atmosphere are fluids in contact with
one another, but in different energy states - the liquid
and the gaseous. The free surface boundary between
them inhibits, but by no means totally prevents,
exchange of mass and energy between the two.
Almost all interchanges across this boundary occur
most effectively when turbulent conditions prevail. A
roughened sea surface, large differences in properties
between the water and the air, or an unstable air
column that facilitates the transport of air volumes
from sea surface to high in the atmosphere. Both heat
and water (vapor) tend to migrate across the
boundary in the direction from sea to air. Heat is
exchanged by three processes: radiation, conduction,
and evaporation. The largest net exchange is through
evaporation, the process of transferring water from
sea to air by vaporization of the water.

soil process

The major processes in soils are gains, losses,
transfers, and transformations of organic matter,
soluble salts, carbonates, silicate clay minerals,
sesquioxides, and silica. Gains consist normally of
additions of organic matter, and of oxygen and water
through oxidation and hydration, but in some sites
slow continuous additions of new mineral materials
take place at the surface or soluble materials are
deposited from groundwater. Losses are chiefly of
materials dissolved or suspended in water percolating
through the profile or running off the surface.

bovines

retaining reservoir

Basin used to hold water in storage.

mechanical industry

A sector of the economy in which an aggregate of
enterprises is engaged in the design, manufacture
and marketing of mechanical apparatuses for
commercial or industrial usage.

derivative

abandoned industrial sites

Site that cannot be used for any purpose, being
contaminated by pollutants, not necessarily
radioactive.

animal heritage

The genetic variety and richness of animal species.

sensitive area

Areas of a country where special measures may be
given to protect the natural habitats which present a
high level of vulnerability.

vegetation zone

An extensive, even transcontinental, band of
physiognomically similar vegetation on the earth's
surface.

cetaceans

Aquatic mammals, including the whales, dolphins, and
porpoises.

skyscraper

autochthonous species

Species living in their natural (primary) biotope.
Autochthonous species live at the place where they
genetically evolved.

sea fauna




nutrient content

The amount of proteins, carbohydrates, fats, inorganic
salts (e.g. nitrates, phosphates), minerals (e.g.
calcium, iron), and water.

A mineral or mineral aggregate, more or less mixed
with gangue, that can be worked and treated at a

ore profit.
Species that has special characteristics which allow it
ecotype to live in a certain habitat.

public access building

A building to which there is free access by the public
and which is available for the use of a community.

fields

A limited area of land with grass or crops growing on
it, which is usually surrounded by fences or closely
planted bushes when it is part of a farm.

storm wave

natural site

natural space

phyllosilicate

non-metallic mineral

Minerals containing non-metals, such as quartz,
garnet, etc.

biological clock

non-renewable resource

A natural resource which, in terms of human time
scales, is contained within the Earth in a fixed quantity
and therefore can be used once only in the
foreseeable future (although it may be recycled after
its first use). This includes the fossil fuels and is
extended to include mineral resources and sometimes
ground water, although water and many minerals are
renewed eventually.

adaptation

The ability of an organism to change its mode of
behaviour and even its physiology in order to survive
under new conditions that would otherwise be too
stressful.

controlled dumps

A planned landfill that incorporates to some extent
some of the features of a sanitary landfill: siting with
respect to hydrogeological suitability, grading,
compaction in some cases, leachate control, partial
gas management, regular (not usually daily) cover,
access control, basic record-keeping, and controlled
waste picking.

antifreeze products

tropical forest ecosystem

The interacting system of a biological community and
its non-living environmental surroundings in forests
found in tropical regions near the equator, which are
characterized by warm to hot weather and abundant
rainfall.

permafrost ecosystem




ecological balance

The condition of equilibrium among the components
of a natural community such that their relative
numbers remain fairly constant and their ecosystem is
stable. Gradual readjustments to the composition of a
balanced community take place continually in
response to natural ecological succession and to
alterations in climatic and other influences. By
removing or introducing plants or animals, by polluting
the environment, by destroying habitats and by rapidly
increasing their own numbers, humans can cause
major changes, some of which may be irreversible.

ion exchanger

A permanent insoluble material (usually a synthetic
resin) which contains ions that will exchange
reversibly with other ions in a surrounding solution.
Both cation and anion exchangers are used in water
conditioning. The volume of an ion exchanger is
measured in cubic liters of exchanger after the
exchanger bed has been backwashed and drained,
and has settled into place.

protons

scandium

biphenyls

visible radiation

Electromagnetic radiation with wavelengths capable of
causing the sensation of vision, ranging approximately
from 4000 (extreme violet) to 7700 angstroms
(extreme red).

Antarctic region

An area within the Antarctic Circle that includes the
fifth largest continent and its surrounding waters,
consisting mostly of thick ice shelves.

bacteria

Group of single-cell micro-organisms, the smallest of
the living organisms. Some are vital to sustain life,
while others are responsible for causing highly
dangerous human diseases, such as anthrax, tetanus
and tuberculosis. Bacteria are found everywhere, in
the soil, water and air.

aerobic bacteria

Any bacteria that require oxygen for growth and are
dependent on a respiratory metabolism to generate
energy, with molecular oxygen usually serving as the
terminal electron acceptor.

route

Any established or selected course for passage or
travel.

anaerobic bacteria

Any microorganisms that grow only in the absence of
molecular oxygen and that generate energy by
fermentative reactions.

blue-green algae

Microorganisms, formerly classified as algae but now
regarded as bacteria, including nostoc, which contain
a blue pigment in addition to chlorophyll.

cyanophyte

benthic fauna

Animals living in or on the bottom substrate of an
ocean, lake, stream, or other body of water.

secondary biotope

In the case of disruption of an existing biotope,
secondary biotope can be created as a compensation
and substitute measure for the loss of the natural one.




arachnids

A class of arthropods characterized by four pairs of
thoracic appendages.

soil-plant relationship

continental shelves

The gently sloping seabed of the shallow water
nearest to a continent, covering about 45 miles from
the shore and deepening over the sloping sea floor to
an average depth of 400 ft. It continues until it
reaches the continental slope. The continental shelf
contains most of the important fishing grounds and a
range of resources, including gas and oil, sand and
gravel. However, the shelf is, in general, a structural
extension of the continent, and so may also be a
source of minerals found in that region, such as tin,
gold and platinum.

aerodromes

access roads

Any street or narrow stretch of paved surface that
leads to a specific destination, such as a main
highway.

captivity

hormonal gland

domestic waste water

Wastewater principally derived from households,
business buildings, institutions, etc.

petrol alcohol mixture

softener

Nuclear fuels are obtained from inorganic minerals
extracted by mining. Although they are at least
partially consumed when used in nuclear reactors for
the production of heat, they differ from fossil fuels in
the way they release energy. Burning of fossil fuels,
such as coal, oil and gas, is a chemical reaction.
Nuclear fuels, such as uranium, are destroyed by a
process of spontaneous disintegration, called fission,
and prompted by natural radioactivity. If the process is
left to occur naturally in uranium-bearing rock, the rate
of change is imperceptibly small. In a man-made
nuclear reactor the energy-releasing processes of
disintegration, which in the natural state happen
slowly over thousands of millions of years, are
compressed into minutes. The release of energy is
harnessed to generate steam which drives electricity

nuclear fuel generators.
Insects including bees, wasps, ants, and sawflies,
having two pair of membranous wings and an
hymenopteran ovipositor specialized for stinging, sawing or piercing.
An animal which is kept in the home as a companion
pet animals and treated affectionately.
seism

hunting species

forage crop plant

alkalis

Any compound having highly basic qualities.

pit

single family settlement

one-family house

single family house




tank farm

Storage space for containers of liquids or gases.

dust collector

A device which traps dust particles suspended in the
air or gases passing through it.

laboratory animal

indicator organism

Organisms whose presence indicates certain
environmental conditions.

producer organisms

Any organism which brings energy into an ecosystem
from inorganic sources. Most plants and many protists
are producers.

infrasound

Vibrations of the air at frequencies too low to be
perceived as sound by the human ear, below about 15
hertz.

distress zone

waste incinerator

Establishment where waste is burnt.

Compaction involves the close-packing of the
individual grains mainly by the elimination of pore-
space and expulsion of entrapped water; this is
normally brought about by the weight of the overlying

soil settling sediments.
animal species Species belonging to the animal kingdom.
foundry
The process in living organisms of taking in oxygen
respiration from the surroundings and giving out carbon dioxide.
A series of ascending pools of running water
constructed to enable fish to swim upstream around
fish ladder or over a dam.

heating installation

slope equilibrium

land collapse

halomethane
An intrazonal, calciomorphic group of soils having a
brown or black, friable surface horizon and a light gray
or yellow, soft, calcareous underlying horizon. They
are developed from highly calcareous parent material
under grasses or grasses with forest, in a humid to

rendzine semiarid climate.

chlorotoluenes

age

The period of time that a person, animal or plant has
lived or is expected to live.

soil water

Water suspended in the uppermost belt of soil, or in
the zone of aeration near the ground surface, that can
be discharged into the atmosphere by
evapotranspiration.

salt dome

A diapir or piercement structure with a central, nearly
equidimensional salt plug, generally one to two
kilometers or more in diameter, which has risen
through the enclosing sediments from a mother salt
bed 5 km to more than 10 km beneath the top of the

plug.

eelworm

river resource




environmental impact of trade

Trade impacts on the environment can be direct, such
as trade of endangered species, of natural resources,
of natural products such as tropical timber, etc., or
indirect, such as deforestation, loss of habitats,
pollution from mining, from energy production, oil
spills, global warming, etc., increases in transport
infrastructures.

commercial airports

small airport
A group of zonal soils having dark brown, highly
organic upper horizons and grayish lower horizons. It
is developed over a permafrost substratum in the
tundra, under conditions of cold, humidity, and poor
tundra soils drainage.

fissured rocks

polystyrene

A water-white, tough synthetic resin made by
polymerization of styrene; soluble in aromatic and
chlorinated hydrocarbon solvents; used for injection
molding, extrusion or casting for electrical insulation,
fabric lamination, and molding of plastic objects.

primary water treatment

<abandoned sites>

organisms

An individual constituted to carry out all life functions.

reproductive organ

lava emission

special chemicals

Various fine chemical products like glue, adhesives,
resins, rubber, plastic compounds, selective herbicide,
etc.

Permafrost or permanently frozen ground, is ground,
either soil or rock, that remains at or below 0A° C
(32A° F) for two or more years. Permafrost is not
defined by soil moisture content, overlying snow
cover, or location; it's defined solely by temperature.
Permafrost may contain over 30 percent ice, or
essentially no ice at all. It can be covered by several
meters of snow, or be completely bare of snow.
Underground, permafrost consists of frozen soils
ranging from gravel to silt. Silty soil is composed of
fine, powdery sedimentary particles. They possess
great ""wicking™ capabilities that enable water to
migrate and accumulate as large bodies of ice in the
permanently frozen silt. Two main areas of permafrost
are recognized. Permafrost areas which do not thaw
at all during the year and permafrost areas whose
upper layers thaw briefly during the warm season
underlain by thicker layers which do not thaw even at

permafrost mid-summer.

glycol ether
Any place that has been made unclean or unsafe by
the discharge of high concentrations of hazardous or
detrimental substances into its water, soil or

polluted site atmosphere.

aquatic microorganisms

Microorganisms having a water habitat.




snowslide

An avalanche of relatively pure snow; some rock and
earth material may also be carried downward.

avalanche areas

metallurgical industry

Sector of industry dealing with the production of cast
iron, steel and iron alloys. Emissions from these
industries tend to settle quickly from the atmosphere
and can lead to rising concentrations in the soil. The
main raw material input to the production process is
iron ore. Also recycled scrap is used.

animal imprint

animal track

genes

A unit of heredity composed of DNA occupying a fixed
position on a chromosome. A gene may determine a
characteristic of an individual by specifying a
polypeptide chain that forms a protein or part of a
protein (structural gene); or repress such operation
(repressor gene).

bird sanctuaries

Special area where birds are protected.

climatic zones

A belt of the earth's surface within which the climate is
generally homogeneous in some respect; an
elemental region of a simple climatic classification.

seismic sea wave

A large seismically generated sea wave which is
capable of considerable destruction in certain coastal
areas, especially where submarine earthquakes
occur. Although in the open ocean the wave height
may be less than one meter it steepens to hights of 15
metres or more on entering shallow coastal water.
The wavelength in the open ocean is of the order of
100 to 150 km and the rate of travel of a seismic sea
wave is between 640 and 960 km/h.

scale removing agent

Any chemical or mechanical instrument used for
cleaning scales or metallic oxides from the surface of
a metal or from the inner surface of a pipe, boiler or
other object.

soil compaction

An increase in bulk density (mass per unit volume)
and a decrease in soil porosity resulting from applied
loads, vibration, or pressure. More compacted soils
(or other materials) can support greater loads (load-
bearing capacity). Bulk density can be increased by
controlling the moisture content, compaction forces
and treatment procedures, as well as by manipulating
the type of material being compacted.

landscape protection area

Area where landscape is protected for its particular
features in order to maintain its role in contributing to
the wider enjoyment of the countryside.

adapted species

Species that have adjusted to a new or altered
environment through genetic changes brought about
by natural selection.

open sea

The high seas lying outside the exclusive economic
zones of states. All states have equal rights to
navigate, to overfly, to lay submarine cables, to
construct artificial islands, to fish, and to conduct
scientific research within the high seas.




oil tankers

A very large ship which carries crude oil or other
petroleum products in big tanks.

At

oxidation ditches

A shaped ditch, usually oval, with a revolving drum-
like aerator which circulates the liquid within it and
supplies air to it, to reduce the organic material by the
action of aerobic bacteria.

agricultural equipment

Machines utilized for tillage, planting, cultivation, and
harvesting of crops.

agricultural machineries

Machines utilized for tillage, planting, cultivation and
harvesting of crops. Despite its benefits in increasing
yields, mechanisation has clearly had some adverse
environmental effects: deep ploughing exposes more
soil to wind and water erosion; crop residues can be
removed as opposed to ploughing back into the soil;
removal of residues can lead to a serious loss of
organic content in the soil, which may increase the
risk of soil erosion.

electronic material

elements of group Il

Group Il consists of two subgroups: group lllb and
group llla. Group llla consists of scandium, yttrium,
and lanthanium, which is generally considered with
the lanthanoids, and actinium, which is classified with
the actinoids. Group lllb, the main group, comprises
boron, aluminium, gallium, indium, and thallium.

semi-arid land ecosystem

The interacting system of a biological community and
its non-living environmental surroundings in regions
that have between 10 to 20 inches of rainfall and are
capable of sustaining some grasses and shrubs but
not woodland.

primary forest

Forest which originally covered a region before
changes in the environment brought about by people.

soil contamination

Modifications of soil features or, more generally, of its
chemical and biological balance, caused by the
discharge of polluting substances.

gas powered plant

Power station which burns gas, as opposed to a coal-
fired station or nuclear power station.

refining area

tar distillation

natural habitat

Habitats with a dominant or significant indigenous
natural character. They do not include modified areas,
such as farm or forestry land, where the indigenous
vegetation has been largely replaced, although these
areas may still provide important habitat for
indigenous species.

construction industry

slum

process water

Water used in a manufacturing or treatment process
or in the actual product manufactured.

soil capability

The suitability of soils for various uses, e.g. sustained
production of cultivated crops, pasture plants, etc.,
depending on depth, texture, kinds of minerals,
salinity, kinds of salts, acidity, etc.




tin (plate)

A thin sheet of iron or steel coated with a silvery,
malleable metallic element that prevents corrosion or
rusting, which is used especially to make cans and
pots.

state biological reserve

An area of land and/or of water designated as having
protected status for purposes of preserving certain
biological features. Reserves are managed primarily
to safeguard these features and provide opportunities
for research into the problems underlying the
management of natural sites and of vegetation and
animal populations. Regulations are normally imposed
controlling public access and disturbance.

catalysis

A phenomenon in which a relatively small amount of
substance augments the rate of a chemical reaction
without itself being consumed.

Bi

garbage bag

A naturally occurring substance with a characteristic
chemical composition expressed by a chemical
formula; may occur as individual crystals or may be

minerals disseminated in some other material or rock.
The net increase in concentration of a substance in
plants and animals above what is found in the natural
bioconcentration surroundings.

high-rise building

Any tall, multistoried structure or edifice that is
equipped with elevators.

genetic variation

Change in one or more phenotypic characteristics,
due to gene mutation or rearrangement,
environmental effects, etc.

residential building

A building allocated for residence.

metal industry

open sea fishing

Fishing in the deepest parts of the sea.

sensory organ

auditory organ

tympanum

polyethylene glycol

bituminous rocks

Sedimentary rock that is naturally impregnated with,
contains, or constitutes the source of bitumen.

shock wave

overturn

The circulation, especially in the fall and spring, of the
layers of water in a lake or sea, whereby surface
water sinks and mixes with bottom water; it is caused
by changes in density differences due to changes in
temperature, and is especially common wherever
lakes are icebound in winter.

atmospheric composition

The chemical abundance in the earth's atmosphere of
its constituents including nitrogen, oxygen, argon,
carbon dioxide, water vapour, ozone, neon, helium,
krypton, methane, hydrogen and nitrous oxide.




temperate forest

Mixed forest of conifers and broad-leaf deciduous
trees, or mixed conifer and broad-leaf evergreen
trees, or entirely broad-leaf deciduous, or entirely
broad-leaf evergreen trees, found in temperate
regions across the world; characterized by high
rainfall, warm summers, cold winters occasionally
subzero, seasonality; typically with dense canopies,
understorey saplings and tall shrubs, large animals,
carnivores dominant, very rich in bird species.

mountainous area

Area characterized by conspicuous peaks, ridges, or
mountain ranges.

methyl parathion

animal territory

An area that an animal or group of animals defends,
mainly against members of the same species.

containment systems

nitro compound

Any one of a class of usually organic compounds that
contain the monovalent group, -NO2 (nitro group or
radical) linked to a carbon atom.

urban effluent

The liquid wastes deriving from domestic, commercial
and industrial activities of an urban settlement.

freshwater fauna

A power-generating plant which uses heat to produce
energy. Such plants may burn fossil fuels or use
nuclear energy to produce the necessary thermal

thermal power plant energy.
A bog in which peat has formed under conditions of
peat bog acidity.

industrial waste

Unwanted materials produced in or eliminated from an
industrial operation and categorized under a variety of
headings, such as liquid wastes, sludge, solid wastes,
and hazardous wastes.

electric power plant

A stationary plant containing apparatus for large-scale
conversion of some form of energy (such as hydraulic,
steam, chemical, or nuclear energy) into electrical
energy.

thermophile plant

green manure

Herbaceous plant material plowed into the soil while
still green.

mountain resort

A place in the mountains where people spend their
holidays and enjoy themselves.

marine environment

Includes all areas in which the ocean and coast are
significant parts, and all natural and biological
resources contained therein. Marine environments
include estuaries, coastal marine and nearshore
zones, and open-ocean-deep-sea regions.

rain water

Water which falls as rain from clouds.




data deficient species

A taxon is Data Deficient when there is inadequate
information to make a direct, or indirect, assessment
of its risk of extinction based on its distribution and/or
population status. A taxon in this category may be well
studied, and its biology well known, but appropriate
data on abundance and/or distribution are lacking.
Data Deficient is therefore not a category of threat.
Listing of taxa in this category indicates that more
information is required and acknowledges the
possibility that future research will show that
threatened classification is appropriate.

mountain zone

static electricity

extinction of animal species

coniferous woods

A wood dominated by trees bearing cones and needle
like or scale-like leaves, such as pines, spruces and
firs.

boundary layer

The layer of fluid adjacent to a physical boundary in

which the fluid motion is significantly affected by the
boundary and has a mean velocity less than the free
stream value.

soil loading

In soil mechanics and civil engineering the term is
used to denote the increased weight brought to bear
on the ground surface.

subsoil drainage

The removal of surplus water from within the soil by
natural or artificial means, such as by drains placed
below the surface to lower the water table below the
root zone.

trachea

combustion plants

steam generators

A pressurized system in which water is vaporized to
steam by heat transferred from a source of higher
temperature, usually the products of combustion from
burning fuels. Also known as steam boiler.

spectrum

plant morphology

The study of the form and structure of plant
organisms, especially their external form.

xenobiotic substance

A substance which would not normally be found in a
given environment, and usually means a toxic
chemical which is entirely artificial, such as a
chlorinated aromatic compound or an organomercury
compound.

sexual heat

national wildlife area

Articulata

Animals characterized by the repetition of similar
segments (metameres), exhibited especially by
arthropods, annelids, and vertebrates in early
embryonic stages and in certain specialized adult
structures.

multistorey dwelling

Building intended to be used for living, having many
storeys.

herbivore

An animal that feeds on grass and other plants.




coordinate system

A reference system used to measure horizontal and
vertical distances on a planimetric map. A coordinate
system is usually defined by a map projection, a
spheroid of reference, a datum, one or more standard
parallels, a central meridian, and possible shifts in the
x- and y-directions to locate x, y positions of point,
line, and area features. A common coordinate system
is used to spatially register geographic data for the
same area.

coastal fishing

Fishing in an area of the sea next to the shoreline.

industrial agriculture

forest

A vegetation community dominated by trees and other
woody shrubs, growing close enough together that the
tree tops touch or overlap, creating various degrees of
shade on the forest floor. It may produce benefits
such as timber, recreation, wildlife habitat, etc.

drainage water

Incidental surface waters from diverse sources such
as rainfall, snow melt or permafrost melt.

leaching

Extraction of soluble components of a solid mixture by
percolating a solvent through it.

artificially induced rainfall

Rain caused by an artificial stimulus. Examples
includes common salt, which forms large droplets
because it is hygroscopic, dry ice (solid carbon
dioxide) pellets which sublime at -72A° C and so leave
a trail of air cooled to near the temperature at which
supercooled droplets freeze, or silver iodide which has
a crystal structure close enough to that of ice to
initiate crystal growth in droplets supercooled to below
about -4A°C.

pollen

Microspores of seed-producing plants. Each pollen
grain contains a much-reduced male gametophyte.
Pollen grains are transferred by wind, water, birds or
other animals.

temperate zone ecosystem

temporary housing

mutability

The ability to change.

limestone

A sedimentary rock consisting chiefly of calcium
carbonate, primarily in the form of the mineral calcite
and with or without magnesium carbonate.
Limestones are formed by either organic or inorganic
processes, and may be detrital, chemical, oolitic,
earthy, crystalline, or recrystallized; many are highly
fossiliferous and clearly represent ancient shell banks
or coral reefs.

shellfish

natural drainage system

No definition.

built structures (single built works)

Any structure made of stone, bricks, wood, concrete,
or steel, built with a roof and walls, such as a house or
factory.

individual composting

mountain refuge

Any shelter or protection from distress or danger
located in a predominantly mountainous area.

weather condition

The complex of meteorological characteristics in a
given region.




rainfall regime

The character of seasonal rainfall distribution at any
place, including equatorial, tropical, monsoonal,
oceanic, or continental westerlies, or mediterranean
rainfall.

burrows

handicraft business

The profession, commercial firm or trade involving the
production and distribution of articles that are made
through the skilled use of one's hands.

oil and fat industry

Industry for the production and processing of edible
oils and fats.

oil refinery

System of process units used to convert crude
petroleum into fuels, lubricants, and other petroleum-
derived products.

food resource

furriery

The business or trade of dressed furs and garments
made from the coats of certain animals.

Cd

Ar

alpine level

reafforestation

non-reusable bottle

wet process

Process used to remove particulate matter and/or
gaseous pollutants by means of an aqueous stream
or slurry.

The removal of thin layers of surface material more or
less evenly from an extensive area of gently sloping
land, by broad continuous sheets of running water
rather than by streams flowing in well-defined
channels; e.g. erosion that occurs when rain washes

washing away a thin layer of topsoil.
Waterlogged, spongy ground, chiefly composed of
decaying vegetable matter, especially of rushes,
bogs cotton grass, and sphagnum moss.
phthalate

protective clothing

A specially designed clothing that protects an
individual against known hazards to which he or she
would be exposed, such as what is worn by a
radiation worker to prevent contamination of the body.

Herbicide belonging to the triazine group, widely
employed and particularly in maize crops. It is highly
toxic for phytoplancton and freshwater algae and,
being highly soluble in water, it easily contaminates

atrazine aquifers.
Clay soils are composed of extremely fine minerals,
usually silicates of aluminum and/or iron and
magnesium. Clay soils have an affinity for water, and
clay soils are dense, heavy and sticky.

argillaceous soils

submersible area

protected space

animal colonies

Members of the same animal species that live
together as a group.

worm

inflow

Flow of water into a stream, lake, reservoir, container,
basin, aquifer system, etc.




root zone

The soil in the immediate vicinity of plant root, in
which the abundance or composition of the microbial
population is affected by the presence of the roots.

non-volatile substance

Substance that is not capable of changing from a solid
or liquid form to a vapour.

warming

electricity supply

bioluminescence

The production of light of various colors by living
organisms (e.g. some bacteria and fungi, glow-worms
and many marine animals). Luminescence is
produced by a biochemical reaction, which is
catalyzed by an enzyme. In some animals the light is
used as a mating signal; in others it may be a
protective device. In deep-sea forms luminous organs
may serve as lanterns.

horsetail

stratopause

The boundary or zone of transition separating the
stratosphere and the mesosphere; it marks a reversal
of temperature change with altitude.

mycorrhiza

The symbiotic association of the root of a higher plant
with a fungus. In an ectotrophic mycorrhiza (e.g.,
heath, pine trees) the fungal mycelium covers the
outside of the roots; in an endotrophic mycorrhiza
(e.g. orchids) the fungus grows inside the cells of the
root cortex.

natural selection

The process of survival of the fittest, by which
organisms that adapt to their environment survive and
those that don't disappear.

An analysis that delineates changes taking place in a
productive system or some other unit, by quantifying
inputs and outputs.

intertidal zone

The area between land and sea which is regularly
exposed to the air by the tidal movement of the sea.

permeability

The ability of a membrane or other material to permit
a substance to pass through it.

low water bed

river current

The gravity-induced seaward flow of fresh water
originating from the drainage basin of a river. In the
fresh water portion of the river below head of tide, the
river current is alternately increased and decreased by
the effect of the tidal current. After entering a tidal
estuary, river current is the depth averaged mean flow
through any cross-section and finally, into the ocean.

artificial reefs

A man-made marine habitat constructed for the
purpose of improving fisheries.

microflora
A comparatively volatile liquid bitumen composed
principally of hydrocarbon, with traces of sulphur,
nitrogen or oxygen compounds; can be removed from
crude oil the earth in a liquid state.
Flood of short duration with a relatively high peak
flash flood discharge.

industrial fallow

Area of land mainly occupied by industrial plants
which are no longer operating.




audio-visual material

hydroponics

Growing of plants in a nutrient solution with the
mechanical support of an inert medium such as sand.

Z00Coenosis

Combination of animal species occupying and
interacting in a common area of elatively uniform
habitat.

irradiation

To subject to or treat with light or other
electromagnetic radiation or with beams of particles.

volcanic ash

The finest pyroclastic ash ejected by an explosive
eruption. Volcanic dust sometimes travels great
distances in the upper atmosphere, causing
spectacular sunsets.

coppices

A growth of small trees that are repeatedly cut down
at short intervals; the new shoots are produced by the
old stumps.

soil function

The main soil function is participation in the material
transformation and migrating processes occurring in
the natural environment on which the functioning of
ecosystems depends. The most active participants in
the occurring processes are microorganisms and
invertebrates, whose activity, different variety,
complex structure, and abundance accurately reflect
the soil type and its characteristics: so they are
important indicators of ecological stability. The variety
of soil organisms determine its self-regulatory and self
cleaning capacity.

touristic spot

crocidolite

blow

heat recovery

The capture and use of heat generated as a
byproduct of any chemical or mechanical process that
would otherwise be lost as waste heat.

animal manure

Animal excreta collected from stables and barnyards
with or without litter; used to enrich the soil.

nitrogenous fertiliser

Fertilizer materials, natural or synthesized, containing
nitrogen available for fixation by vegetation, such as
potassium nitrate or ammonium nitrate.

research centre

Place where systematic investigation to establish facts
or principles or to collect information on a subject is
performed.

factory building

Any aggregate of minerals that makes up part of the
earth's crust. It may be unconsolidated, such as sand,
clay, or mud, or consolidated, such as granite,

rocks limestone, or coal.
A small vessel propelled by oars, paddle, sails, or
boats motor.

lagomorph




natural forest

A forest area that has developed free from the
influence of humans and remains largely unaffected
by their activities. The natural forest may include, but
is not necessarily equivalent to, an old-growth forest.

habitat

1) The physical location or type of environment in
which an organism or biological population lives or
occurs. 2) The place occupied by an organism,
population, or community. It is the physical part of the
community structure in which an organism finds its
home, and includes the sum total of all the
environmental conditions present in the specific place
occupied by an organism. Often a habitat is defined to
include a whole community of organisms.

forest ecosystem

Any forest environment, in which plants and animals
interact with the chemical and physical features of the
environment, in which they live.

pumping station

The building in which are located and operated the
pumps of a system of irrigation, drainage or the like.

<zone of cultural interest>

anthracite (rocks)

A type of coal with a very high carbon content and a
small amount of volatile matter. Anthracite is a hard,
shiny coal, which burns with no smoke or flame and
generates a great deal of heat.

pelage

flooding area

Nearly level land along a stream flooded only when
the streamflow exceeds the water carrying capacity of
the channel.

plant environment

climbing plants

A plant that lacks rigidity and grows upwards by
twining, scrambling, or clinging with tendrils and
suckers.

glacis

surface tension

The force acting on the surface of a liquid, tending to
minimize the area of the surface; quantitatively, the
force that appears to act across a line of unit length
on the surface. Also known as interfacial force;
interfacial tension; surface intensity.

asexual reproduction

cattle fodder

hay

A set of organisms produced from one parent by
clones vegetative (asexual) reproduction.
dispersion A distribution of finely divided particles in a medium.

excretory organ

biological properties




hydrosphere

The waters of the Earth, as distinguished from the
rocks (lithosphere), living things (biosphere), and the
air (atmosphere). Includes the waters of the ocean;
rivers, lakes, and other bodies of surface water in
liquid form on the continents; snow, ice, and glaciers;
and liquid water, ice, and water vapour in both the
unsaturated and saturated zones below the land
surface. Included by some, but excluded by others, is
water in the atmosphere, which includes water
vapour, clouds, and all forms of precipitation while still
in the atmosphere.

water pipeline

System of pipes through which potable water is
collected, conducted and distributed.

heptachlor

resinous plant

Plants yielding or producing resin.

regional natural park

A park operated and managed by a region.

island flora

methoxychlor

metoxychlorine

safari park

land-based marine pollution

Marine pollution caused by waste from the land or
from inland waterways.

floating ice

ocean current

A net transport of ocean water along a definable path.

capes

An extensive, somewhat rounded irregularity of land
jutting out from the coast into a large body of water,
either as a peninsula or as a projecting point.

ocean outfall

Sewerage pipes which discharge to the ocean.

traffic infrastructure

The fundamental facilities and systems used for the
movement of vehicles, often provided through public
funding.

extra-tropical cyclone

A cyclone in the middle and high latitudes often being
2000 kilometers in diameter and usually containing a
cold front that extends toward the equator for
hundreds of kilometers.

old river course

Abandoned river channel left after a major shift in the
river course due to natural or man-made causes.

Zoomass

The dry weight of an animal. The planetary zoomass
is the total dry weight of all animal material on the
planet.

biological liquids

upper atmosphere

The general term applied to the atmosphere above
the troposphere.

A portion of space within a commercial establishment
that is used for applying coloring substances to certain
products or materials, providing a decorative or

paint room protective coating.
planets

The capability of being decomposed by prolonged
photodegradation exposure to light.

earthquake resistant device




biochemical oxygen demand

The amount of oxygen used for biochemical oxidation
by a unit volume of water at a given temperature and
for a given time. BOD is an index of the degree of
organic pollution in water.

artificial pastures

seeded pasture

deep sea deposit

Any natural accumulation or hard mineral resource
found on the seabed of an ocean floor.

mill

A building where grain is crushed into flour.

thermal property

carnivorous

Binary chemical compound in which oxygen is

oxides combined with a metal or nonmetal.
ria coast
Any substance secreted by an animal which
influences the behaviour of other individuals of the
pheromone same Species.
An organic compound present in variable, minute
quantities in natural foodstuffs and essential for the
normal processes of growth and maintenance of the
vitamins body.
thiol

sulphonamide

<settlements by occupants>

immunity

The ability of an organism to resist disease or toxins
by natural or artificial means.

enclosed aquifer

Aquifer overlain and underlain by an impervious or
almost impervious formation.

natural dynamics

hydrographic network

The configuration or arrangement in plan view of the
natural stream courses in an area. It is related to local
geologic and geomorphologic features and history.
Synonym: drainage pattern.

tortoises

Any herbivorous terrestrial chelonian reptile of the
family Testudinidae, of most warm regions, having a
heavy dome-shaped shell and clawed limbs.

smell (sense)

biotype

Genetically homogeneous population composed only
of closely similar individuals; a genotypic race or
group of organisms.

temperate woodland

Forest dominated by broad-leaved hardwoods, which
occurs over large tracts in the mid-latitudes of Europe,
N. America, and eastern Asia, but which is restricted
in the southern hemisphere to Chilean Patagonia.

nuclear facility

A place, including buildings, where all the activities
relating to nuclear research are performed.

A type of grazing management unit enclosed and
separated from other areas by fencing or other
barriers and devoted to the production of forage for

pasture harvest primarily by grazing.
Not domesticated animals living independently of
wild animal man.

respiratory tract

The structures and passages involved with intake,
expulsion, and exchange of oxygen and carbon
dioxide in the vertebrate body.




contaminated soils

Soil which because of its previous or current use has
substances under, on or in it which, depending upon
their concentration and/or quantity, may represent a
direct potential or indirect hazard to man or to the
environment.

carbon cycle

The cycle of carbon in the biosphere, in which plants
convert carbon dioxide to organic compounds that are
consumed by plants and animals, and the carbon is
returned to the biosphere in inorganic form by
processes of respiration and decay.

livestock

Cattle, horses, and similar animals kept for domestic
use especially on a farm.

concrete ware industry

waste minimisation potential

The capability of measures or techniques that reduce
the amount of refuse or unwanted materials that is
generated, particularly during industrial production
processes.

Zr

hedgerow

continental environment

energy process

Any natural phenomenon or series of actions by which
energy is converted or made more usable.

iodine

A nonmetallic halogen element; the poisonous,
corrosive dark plates or granules are readily sublimed;
insoluble in water, soluble in common solvents; used
as germicide and antiseptic, in dyes, tinctures, and
pharmaceuticals, in engraving lithography, and as a
catalyst and analytical reagent.

private household

Living quarters where a group of persons (family) live
together.

extinct-in-the-wild species

A taxon is Extinct in the Wild when it is known only to
survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a naturalized
population (or populations) well outside the past
range. A taxon is presumed Extinct in the Wild when
exhaustive surveys in known and/or expected habitat,
at appropriate times (diurnal, seasonal, annual),
throughout its historic range have failed to record an
individual. Surveys should be over a time frame
appropriate to the taxon's life cycle and life form.

agricultural holdings

As defined by the United Nations Food and
Agriculture Organization, an agricultural holding is
simply a basic unit for agricultural production.

cephalopods

Exclusively marine animals constituting the most
advanced class of the Mollusca, including squid,
octopuses, and Nautilus.




gypsum (minerals)

A soft, pure, earthy, fine-textured, usually white to light
gray or buff limestone of marine origin, consisting
almost wholly (90-99%) of calcite, formed mainly by
shallow-water accumulation of calcareous tests of
floating microorganisms (chiefly foraminifers) and of
comminuted remains of calcareous algae (such as
cocoliths and rhabdoliths), set in a structureless
matrix of very finely crystalline calcite. The rock is
porous, somewhat friable, and only slightly coherent.
It may include the remains of bottom-dwelling forms
(e.g. ammonites, echinoderms, and pelecypods), and
nodules of chert and pyrite. The best known and most
widespread chalks are of Cretaceous age, such as
those exposed in cliffs on both sides of the English
Channel.

alkalinisation

saline deposition

Ne

vapour pressure

The partial pressure of water vapour in the
atmosphere. For a liquid or solid, the pressure of the
vapour in equilibrium with the liquid or solid.

isotope

One or two or more atoms with the same atomic
number that contain different numbers of neutrons.

fishing area

Water areas in which fishing is frequently practised.

tertiary treatment

The process which remove pollutants not adequately
removed by secondary treatment, particularly nitrogen
and phosphorus; accomplished by means of sand
filters, microstraining, or other methods (referring to
wastewater treatment).

electrical industry

Industry for the production of electric energy.

plant nursery

Place where plants are grown until they are large
enough to be planted in their final positions.

algoflon

PTFE elastomer. (polytetrafluoroethylene)

chlorophyll

A green pigment, present in algae and higher plants,
that absorbs light energy and thus plays a vital role in
photosynthesis. Except in Cyanophyta (blue-green
algae), chlorophyll is confined to chloroplasts. There
are several types of chlorophyll, but all contain
magnesium and iron. Some plants (e.g., brown algae,
red algae, copper beech trees) contain additional
pigments that masks the green of their chlorophyll.

cell

The microscopic functional and structural unit of all
living organisms, consisting of a nucleus, cytoplasm,
and a limiting membrane.

low flow

Phase of lowest level of a water course.

sulphates

A salt or ester of sulfuric acid, widely distributed in
nature and often found in the atmosphere.

medicinal water

Water which is thought to be beneficial in the
treatment of disease.




tower cranes

A power operated machine mounted in a tower, which
is used to hoist or move heavy materials by means of
cables attached to a movable or pivoted boom that
allows movement of loads horizontally as well as
vertically, often used in the construction of tall
structures.

river dike

An artificial wall, embankment, ridge, or mound,
usually of earth or rock fill, built around a relatively flat,
low-lying area to protect it from flooding; a levee. A
dyke may be also be constructed on the shore or
border of a lake to prevent inflow of undesirable
water.

synthetic fibre

purification through the soil

The act or process in which a section of the ground is
freed from pollution or any type of contamination,
often through natural processes.

peat

Unconsolidated soil material consisting largely of
undecomposed or slightly decomposed organic matter
accumulated under conditions of excessive moisture.

marker

1) Small amount of an easily detected substance that
can be used to follow and quantify the flow of
materials or movement of organisms not otherwise
visible or detectable by ordinary means. 2) An isotope
of an element, a small amount of which may be
incorporated into a sample of material in order to
follow the course of that element through a chemical,
biological, or physical process, and thus also follow
the larger sample. The tracer may be radioactive, in
which case observations are made by measuring the
radioactivity.

disturbance of the quiet

incentive fund

CO

thiadiazole

fireproofing substance

biocides

A diverse group of poisonous substances including
preservatives, insecticides, disinfectants and
pesticides used for the control of organisms that are
harmful to human or animal health or that cause
damage to natural or manufactured products.

pressure equipment

Equipment operating with an internal pressure greater
than atmospheric.

system

radium

Ra

growth rate

An expression of the increase in size of an organic
object per unit time, usually expressed in both
absolute and relative increments.

growth curve

A graphic representation of the growth of a population
of microorganisms in which the density of a cell
culture is plotted as a function of time.

areas

protected marine zone

Sea area where marine wildlife is protected.




beetles

Any insect of the order Coleoptera, having biting
mouthparts and forewings modified to form shell-like
protective elytra.

aquatic environment

Waters, including wetlands, that serve as habitat for
interrelated and interacting communities and
populations of plants and animals.

monomer

marine zone

ultrasound

Sound waves having a frequency above about 20,000
hertz.

thiourea derivative

amines

One of a class of organic compounds which can be
considered to be derived from ammonia by
replacement of one or more hydrogens by organic
radicals.

aniline

aromatic compounds

Compounds characterized by the presence of at least
one benzene ring.

polychlorobiphenyl
1) The complete disappearance of a species of plant
or animal from the planet.2) Disappearing of animals
extinction and plants from the biota.
ceramics industry Manufacturing plant producing ceramic items.
fission
Succession of stages through which water passes
from the atmosphere to the earth and returns to the
atmosphere: evaporation from the land or sea or
inland water, condensation to form clouds,
precipitation, accumulation in the soil or in bodies of
water cycle water, and re-evaporation.

hydroelectric power plant

Power station which operates with the free renewable
source of energy provided by falling water.

streams

1) Body of water, generally flowing in a natural surface
channel. 2) Water flowing in an open or closed
conduit, a jet of water issuing from an orifice, or a
body of flowing groundwater.

clearways

shrubs

A woody perennial plant, smaller than a tree, with
several major branches arising from near the base of
the main stem.

lindane

An odourless and highly volatile insecticide. It was
popular for use as a household fumigant and was sold
in pellet form to attach to light bulbs or electric wall
vaporizers. Tests later proved that it was dangerous to
humans and pets.

data centre

An organization established primarily to acquire,
analyze, process, store, retrieve, and disseminate
data sets.

mangrove swamp

A wet, spongy area of land in tropical climates and
along coastal regions that is dominated by mangrove
trees and shrubs, particularly red mangroves
(Rhizophora), black mangroves (Avicennia) and white
mangroves (Laguncularia).




1) Rise, usually brief, in the water level in a stream to
a peak from which the water level recedes at a slower
rate. 2) Relatively high flow as measured by stage
height or discharge. 3) Rising tide.) Ecoulement
relativement fort tel qu'il est mesurA® par la hauteur
d'eau ou le dA®@bit. 3) MarA®e montante. (Fonte: tr
http://webworld.unesco.org/water/inp/db/glossary/glu/

flood EN/GF0460EN.HTM)
A place where or an object to which a craft can be
mooring made fast.

apartment buildings

A type of multiple dwelling comprising three or more
dwelling units with shared entrances, and other
essential facilities and services, and with shared exit
facilities above the first storey.

fishing facility

dangerous plant

pipe

dairy cattle

energy efficiency

The amount of utility, either work performed or income
generated, gained per unit of an energy resource.

household chemical

impregnating agent

A material used to fill holes in wood, plaster, or other
surfaces before applying a coating such as paint or
varnish.

fishing vessels

Any vessel used in catching fish or collecting or
transporting fish for landing.

drainage canal

Conduit or small open channel by which water is
removed from a soil or an aquifer by gravity in order to
control the water level.

metropolitan area

A very large urban settlement, or extended urban
area.

tar production

The manufacture of dark, heavy, viscous substances
or residue, which is obtained by the distillation of
organic materials such as coal, wood and petroleum.

A rubber ring placed over the rim of a wheel of a road

tyre vehicle to provide traction and reduce road shocks.
mussel farming Breeding of mussels for sale as food.

terphenyl

americium

beneficial organisms

Any pollinating insect, or any pest predator, parasite,
pathogen or other biological control agent which
functions naturally or as part of an integrated pest
management program to control another pest.

vegetation type

A community of plants or plant life that share
distinguishable characteristics.

tree

Any large woody perennial plant with a distinct trunk
giving rise to branches or leaves at some distance
from the ground.




karst

The karst geo-morphology is usually characterized by
dolines (sinkholes), hums (towers), caves, and a
complex subsurface drainage system. Karstification is
the geologic process of differential chemical and
mechanical erosion by water on soluble bodies of
rock, such as limestone, dolomite, gypsum, or salt, at
or near the Earth's surface. Karstification is exhibited
best on thick, fractured, and pure limestones in a
humid environment in which the subsurface and
surface are being modified simultaneously. The term
""karst"™ stems from the region Krs in Slovenia which
is typified by stony barren rock. The Indo-European
word ""kar"" for rock and the Italian word ""carso
evolved to the Germanized term ""karst,"" which is
now the accepted term for solution-derived
landscapes like those just north and east of the
Adriatic Sea.

endocrine system

The chemical coordinating system in animals, that is,
the endocrine glands that produce hormones.

<single built works by general type>

cave fauna

marine invertebrate

marine vertebrate

ecocycle

The continuous transfer of essential nutrients from
living organisms to the physical environment and back
in a cyclical process. Cycle times vary from two million
years in the case of water to about two years for
compost.

microbial action

flour milling

burnt-over area

Burning of the residues left on the forest ground after
maintenance or e xploitation activities or after natural
accumulation.

marl extraction

tree nursery

An area where trees, shrubs, or plants are grown for
transplanting, for use as stocks for budding and
grafting.

horticulture

Branch of agriculture concerned with the cultivation of
garden crops, generally fruits, vegetables, flowers,
and ornamentals such as plants used for landscaping.
Propagation, the controlled perpetuation of plants, is
the most basic horticultural practice. Its objectives are
to increase the numbers of a plant and to preserve its
essential characteristics. Propagation may be achieve
sexually by using seeds or asexually by utilizing
techniques such as cutting, layering, grafting and
tissue culture.

A chemical substance, produced by microorganisms
and synthetically, that has the capacity to inhibit the
growth of, and even to destroy, bacteria and other

antibiotics microorganisms.
technetium
A sandstone in which hydrocarbons have been
trapped; the lighter compounds evaporate, leaving a
tar sand residue of asphalt in the rock pores.




ponding

1) Natural formation of a pond in a water course. 2)
Creation of free standing water on the soil surface.

physical process

Process concerning the interactions between mass
and energy and which do not imply changes in the
state of matter.

craft industry

Rh

drink can

stagnant water

Water in some part of a river, lake, pool or
groundwater not moving or flowing.

granulometry

1) The determination of the different grain size in a
granular material. 2) The proportion by weight of
particles of different sizes in granular material.

aluminum oxide

A white, crystalline (sand-like) powder. It is used as an
adsorbent, in abrasive and aluminum manufacturing,
in paper, spark plugs, fluxes and heat resistant fibers,
and in chromatographic analysis. Exposure can
irritate the skin, eyes, nose and throat; breathing
aluminum oxide in high concentrations can irritate the
lungs causing coughing, wheezing and shortness of
breath.

cyanide

Any of a group of compounds containing the CN
group and derived from hydrogen cyanide, HCN.

cement factories

sluice

Vertical sliding gate or valve to regulate the flow of
water in a channel or lock.

polychlorinated biphenyl

PCBs are a family of chemical compounds which do
not exist in nature but which are man-made.
Commercial mixtures are clear, pale yellow liquids,
manufactured by the replacement of hydrogen atoms
on the biphenyl molecule by chlorine. Because of their
physical properties, PCBs are commonly found in
electrical equipment which requires dielectric fluid
such as power transformers and capacitors, as well
as in hydraulic machinery, vacuum pumps,
compressors and heat-exchanger fluids. Other uses
include: lubricants, fluorescent light ballasts, paints,
glues, waxes, carbonless copy paper, inks including
newspapers, dust-control agents for dirt roads,
solvents for spreading insecticides, cutting oils. PCBs
are stable compounds and although they are no
longer manufactured they are extremely persistent
and remain in huge quantities in the atmosphere and
in landfill sites. They are not water-soluble and float
on the surface of water where they are eaten by
aquatic animals and so enter the food chain. PCBs
are fat-soluble, and are therefore easy to take into the
system, but difficult to excrete.

groundwater level

Elevation, at a certain location and time, of the water
table or piezometric surface of an aquifer.

mountain pasture

rising (geological)

marine park

A permanent reservation on the seabed for the
conservation of species.




benthic ecosystem

A type of marine or freshwater ecosystem consisting
of organisms that live on the bottom.

wildlife sanctuary

Area designated for the protection of wild animals,
within which hunting and fishing is either prohibited or
strictly controlled.

rural ecosystem

terrestrial biological resource

Any source of supply derived from plants, animals or
other wildlife inhabiting land or ground, which may be
used by humans for food, clothes and other
necessities.

A steep coastal declivity which may or may not be
precipitous, the slope angle being dependent partly on
the jointing, bedding and hardness of the materials
from which the cliff has been formed, and partly on
the erosional processes at work. Where wave attack
is dominant the cliff-foot will be rapidly eroded and cliff
retreat will take place, especially in unconsolidated
materials such as clays, sands, etc., frequently
leaving behind an abrasion platform at the foot of the
cliff.

automobile parking

Area of ground or a building where there is space for
vehicles to be parked.

lava flow

apartment blocks

An apartment building in which each apartment is
individually wholly owned and the common areas are
jointly owned.

willow woodland

equatorial climate

Climate characterized by constant temperatures,
abundant rainfall and a very short dry season.

temperate climate

The climate of the middle latitudes; the climate
between the extremes of tropical climate and polar
climate.

river bank

not evaluated species

A taxon is Not Evaluated when it is has not yet been
evaluated against the criteria.

combustion improvers

colloidal state

A system of particles in a dispersion medium, with
properties distinct from those of a true solution
because of the larger size of the particles. The
presence of these particles can often be detected by
means of the ultramicroscope.

hydrogen peroxide

cultural facilities

rut

A period of sexual excitement of male deer and other
animals, corresponding to the period of estrus in the
female.

aquatic plants

Plants adapted for a partially or completely
submerged life.

urban structure

The built-up components, the street system and the
facilities which make up an urban unit.

oxygen content

Amount of oxygen contained in a solution.

xylen

germs

1) A small mass of protoplasm or cells from which a
new organism or one of its parts may develop. 2) The
earliest form of an organism; a seed, bud, or spore.

3) A microorganism, especially a pathogen.




hoofed animal

Sr

rural environment

Environment pertaining to the countryside.

breast-feeding

mineral micropollutant

Pollutant of mineral origin which exists in very small
traces in water.

photochemical reaction

Chemical reaction which is initiated by light of a
specific wavelength. In an environmental context an
example is the potential action of ultraviolet light on
CFCs which may bring about the detrimental
degradation of the ozone layer. Photochemical
reactions initiate the process of photosynthesis in
which plants convert carbon dioxide into sugars,
which are incorporated into cell materials.

buried pipeline

organooxygen compound

Compounds, both aliphatic and aromatic, which have
a C-O bond, including alcohols, aldehydes, etc.

cryptogams

A large group of plants, comprising the Thallophyta,
Bryophyta and Pteridophyta, the last of which are
cryptogams.

iron and steel industry

Sector of industry dealing with the production of cast
iron, steel and iron alloys. Emissions from these
industries tend to settle quickly from the atmosphere
and can lead to rising concentrations in the soil. The
main raw material input to the production process is
iron ore. Also recycled scrap is used.

The application of genetic principles to the

breeding improvement of farm animals and cultivated plants.
fishing zone
A relatively undeveloped green or wooded area
provided usually within an urban development to
open space minimize feelings of congested living.

underground construction

underground structure

boarding houses

gas liquefaction

Conversion of a gas to the liquid phase by cooling or
compression.

barrier reefs

An elongated accumulation of coral lying at low-tide
level parallel to the coast but separated from it by a
wide and deep lagoon or strait. The coral is thought to
have formed initially on a flat surface: then as the sea-
level rose in post-glacial times, thereby submerging
the irregular wave-cut platform, the coral growth kept
pace with the rising ocean level, so creating the great
thickness witnessed today in such places as the Great
Barrier Reef off the East coast of Queensland,
Australia. This stretches for more than 1900 km and
varies in width from about 30 km to 150 km.

asteroids

One of the many small celestial bodies revolving
around the sun, most of the orbits being between
those of Mars and Jupiter.

meteorites

Any meteoroid that has fallen to the earth's surface.




acetone

Inflammable liquid composed of carbon, hydrogen

and oxygen. Under normal conditions, a colourless
liquid having a mint-like odor; used as a solvent for
fats, resins, and as an absorbent for acetylene gas.

Sc

storage (process)

A series of actions undertaken to deposit or hold
goods, materials or waste in some physical location,
as in a facility, container, tank or dumping site.

alkaline cells

molecule

processing product

hazardous preparation

new species

polar ecosystem

The interacting systems of the biological communities
and their nonliving environmental surroundings
located in the regions where the air temperature is
perennially below 10A° Celsius, usually at and near
the North and South Poles.

extinguishing agent

A chemical or cooling agent used for putting out fire,
such as water, foam, halogenated hydrocarbons,
vaporizing liquids and carbon dioxide.

ink

A dispersion of a pigment or a solution of a dye in a
carrier vehicle, yielding a fluid, paste, or powder to be
applied to and dried on a substrate; writing, marking,
drawing, and printing inks are applied by several
methods to paper, metal, plastic, wood, glass, fabric,
or other substrate.

touristic zone

Any section of a region which attracts travelers, often
because of its scenery, objects of interest or
recreational activities.

mutation

A change in the chemical constitution of the DNA in
the chromosomes of an organism: the changes are
normally restricted to individual genes, but
occasionally involve serious alteration to whole
chromosomes. When a mutation occurs in gametes
or gametocytes an inherited change may be produced
in the characteristics of the organisms that develop
from them. Mutation is one of the ways in which
genetic variation is produced in organisms. A somatic
mutation is one that occurs to a body cell, and is
consequently past on to all the cells derived from it by
mitosis. Natural mutations, at this stage of biological
evolution, when they occur in the cells of higher
animals, almost always produce deleterious
characteristics. Both natural and artificial mutations
can be brought about by ionizing radiation (hence the
genetic and carcinogenic dangers of nuclear
weapons) and by certain chemical substances called
mutagens.

industrial concentration

Market domination by one o