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SINN FÉIN’S PROPAGANDISTS ADAPT THE NEW TOOL OF 
FLU TO THEIR  

PRESS ‘SPIN’ IN THREE WAYS:  
 

• 1. FOOT SOLDIERS OF THE MOVEMENT WHO DIE FROM INFLUENZA ARE EULOGIZED IN THE 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL NEWSPAPERS. 

• 2. THE MOVEMENT USES A SERIOUS OUTBREAK OF INFLUENZA AMONG NATIONALIST 

PRISONERS IN BELFAST GAOL TO HIGHLIGHT THE AWFULNESS OF THEIR PRISON CONDITIONS.  

• 3. THE PROPAGANDISTS USE THE ’FLU  TO TURN AROUND THE GOVERNMENT’S ATTEMPT TO 

WEAKEN THE SINN FÉIN LEADERSHIP BY INTERNING THEM IN ENGLAND AND WALES.  
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“ ‘I would suggest that with 6 months under

feeding with close unhealthy confinement,

little resistance  would be offered to this

infection were it introduced.  If these men

suffer in health, as would appear inevitable

from such conditions, I wish to warn you of

your responsibility in this matter.’

The Irish people, in a few days, will be

given an opportunity of expressing their

abhorrence of the English Government’s

treatment of Irishmen whose crime to love

their country.  Let the ripost be clear and

unmistakeable!”

Following

Coleman’s death,

Darrell Figgis’ letter

to Mr Shortt, in the

Evening Herald, 10

December 1918.



MAUD GONNE 
MCBRIDE: 
 
COLEMAN’S DEATH ADDS A 
NEW IRISH MARTYR TO THE 
LONG ROLL ‘SACRIFICED BY 

ENGLISH MILITARY DESPOTISM’ 
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Irish Independent, 12 December 1918 



Advertisement and Coleman 

picture from the Irish Independent, 

11 and 13 December 1918 



Pierse McCan,  

MP for Tipperary East, 

dies 6 March 1919. 



‘OUR LATEST HERO-MARTYR WHOSE STAINLESS, 

SINLESS SOUL HAS FREED ITSELF, AND HIS GREAT 

FEARLESS SPIRIT HAS GONE FORTH AMID A 

NATION'S GRIEF AND SORROW….  WORTHY 

INDEED TO BE LINKED WITH ASHE AND COLEMAN.’ 
 

Tipperary Star, 15 March 1919 
 


