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Dublin. A transformed city since the days of O’Casey and Joyce, Ireland’s capital may
have replaced its legendary tenements with modern high-rises but its essential spirit
remains intact. One of Europe’s most popular city-break destinations, it has art, culture,
Georgian architecture, and, of course, hundreds of pubs where conversation and vocal
dexterity continue to flourish within an increasingly multicultural mix. Get spirited (pun
intended) at the Guinness Brewery, “Rock 'n’ Stroll” your way through hip Temple Bar,
and be illuminated by the Book of Kells at Trinity College’s great library.

Dublin Environs. The counties outside the Pale are a treasure trove of history,
monastic settlements, ancient tombs, battlefields, and peaceful valleys only an hour from
the hubbub of the capital’s center. From the lush greenery of Kildare and Wicklow, to the
mythology and traditions of Meath and Louth, the historic timeline encompasses many of
the pivotal pre-Christian and early church locales of Ireland’s past. Listen for ancient
echoes at the Hill of Tara, hike into prehistory at Newgrange, and opt for opulence at
Castletown House.

The Midlands. Overlooked by many visitors due to the region’s relative absence of wow-
factor attractions, this verdant oasis of bog and lake harks back to the simpler, and slower,
life of Ireland 40 years ago. Friendly, almost shy natives, old-style pubs, unspoiled vistas



and walks, plus a wealth of historic ruins make for a relaxing adventure into the way we
were. Tree-hug one of the great yews at Tullynally Gardens, lift your spirits at
Clonmacnoise, and take a river cruise down the Shannon.

The Southeast. Ireland’s sunniest corner (with almost double the national average), the
coastal counties have long been the favored hideaway of Dublin folk on vacation. Quiet
seaside villages, country houses, and some of the nation’s best land all offer delightful
reasons to tarry. Inland, counties like Kilkenny and Tipperary offer a lion’s share of
history and important monuments in the main towns, Wexford and Waterford. Follow in
the footsteps of St. Patrick at the Rock of Cashel and dig the ducal lifestyle at Lismore.

County Cork. After exploring the delights of Cork City—museums, lively pubs, quirky
cafés, and lots of good music, trad and otherwise—use it as a base to explore Ireland’s
largest county, as nearly everyone heads to get the gift of gab by kissing the famous
Blarney Stone. Get your fill of five-star scenery by traveling east to Shanagarry—teach
yourself good taste at Ballymaloe House, pioneer of the new Irish cuisine. Due south is
the “Irish St-Tropez,” fashionable Kinsale, while westward lies Bantry, one of Ireland’s
finest stately homes, which sits atop a breathtaking bluff over Bantry Bay. From here a
cliff-top road with stunning views leads to ruggedly beautiful Glengarriff.

The Southwest. The counties of Kerry and Limerick have sights that top every tourist’s
must-see list. The most brazenly scenic coastal drive in the land, the Ring of Kerry, will
use up your entire flash card in a jiffy! While there, take a wet-and-wonderful ride out to
the sea-wrapped Skellig Islands, whose twin peaks rise out of the sea. The Gap of Dunloe
lets you walk through the heart of Killarney’s purple mountains and cross the glittering
blue lake of Killarney. And don’t forget to have your Nikon handy for Ireland’s prettiest
village, Adare. Everywhere, the glories of Ireland’s coastline combine to paint a canvas
that still casts a potent spell upon the stranger.

County Clare, Galway, and the Aran Islands. Set with postcard-perfect villages like
Doolin, the lunar landscape of the Burren, and the towering Cliffs of Moher (they’ll give
you a new understanding of the word awesome), County Clare is pure tourist gold. For a
complete change of pace, head to nearby Galway City: one of Ireland’s liveliest, it has a
compact historic center bursting with artistic energy and a lively pub culture. This is also
the place to organize your trip to the Oile4in Arainn (Aran Islands), three outposts of
Gaelic civilization, which still have a strong whiff of the “old ways”—and not just the whiff
of turf smoke.

Connemara and County Mayo. With the most westerly seaboard in Europe, this
region remains a place apart—the most Irish part of Ireland. Connemara is an almost
uninhabited landscape of misty bogland, studded with deep blue lakes under huge
Atlantic skies, and distant purple hills: painters and photographers have strived for
generations to capture the ever-changing light. Nearby is the delightful village of Cong,
setting for The Quiet Man, where fetching ivy-covered thatched cottages contrast with the



baronial splendor of Ashford Castle. For bright lights, head to Clifden and Westport, both
lively small towns of great charm.

The Northwest. Sligo, Leitrim, and Donegal are homelands of rugged, self-sufficient
people and roads where wandering sheep and cows are still the norm. Weatherwise, the
area gets more than its fair share of the elements—a condition more than compensated
for in its warm welcomes. Take a poetry break beside W. B. Yeats’s grave near Ben
Bulben, discover hidden Glencolumbkille, and immerse yourself in Irish in Sligo Town.

Northern Ireland. This region has positively bloomed since the peace dividend of
recent times, which finally nailed the coffin lid upon “the Troubles.” From the beauty of
Antrim’s coastline to the vibrant cultural renaissance of Derry and Belfast, Northern
Ireland has finally emerged from the yoke of its sectarian past into a present full of
promise and possibility. Cross the Giant’s Causeway, relive the glory and tragedy of the
world’s most famous ship at the stunning Titanic Belfast, and trail after the island’s
ancient Celtic mysteries in the shimmery Glens of Antrim.

Beginning of Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents
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POLITICS

At last there’s some light at the end of the tunnel for the Irish economy and the
politicians who run it. Fianna Fail, a center-right party that dominated Irish politics since
independence, was cast into the wilderness in a post-economic-crash election. A coalition
made up of center-right Fine Gael and the center-left Labour Party swept to power.
Handcuffed from the outset, however, by an EU/IMF bailout agreement, the government
has had to force through some of the most stringent and cruel budgets in the history of
the state. The Irish have suffered this destructive regime of belt tightening with a certain
mix of defeatism and stoicism. That doesn’t mean the locals don’t enjoy a good moan: At
any bar, talk of politics will lead directly to the ailing economy or the poor state of the
Irish health service—everybody will tell you stories of taking their kid to the local
emergency room and waiting five hours for someone to look at a broken finger. But while
public services are still suffering, the government has finally regained full control over
the national economy and growth is starting to take hold. Current polls still suggest they
may be replaced by a more left-wing alternative at the next election. In May 2015, the
political scene was galvanized by a referendum on same-sex marriage. With record voter
turnout, Ireland became the first country in the world to legalize marriage equality by
popular vote. Many viewed the referendum as a rejection of the Catholic Church’s



dominance in Irish civil life.

ECONOMICS

While the green shoots are still quite fragile, there is a growing body of evidence that says
the Irish economy has turned the corner. If your only contact with Ireland has been
through the international media, you might be moved to pity and fear at the plight of this
fragile, little island. In the last few years, the Irish have suffered the classic Greek tragedy
(though not as dramatically as the Greeks). Years of double-digit growth had led to the
pride and vanity of the Celtic Tiger, so the fall was far and deep when the international
financial crisis swept across the old sod in a tsunami of bad debt.

But now Ireland’s exports are climbing at record rates, with food processing and IT two
growth areas, and the long-dormant domestic market is finally starting to stir. But the
recovery is slow and often concentrated in the more urban areas, especially Dublin.
Unemployment is still very high in rural areas, so tourism is a vital source of income and
travelers are valued more than ever, adding greatly to your haggling power.

MEDIA

As the church confessional is no longer the purge-zone of choice for the majority of Irish
people, radio and TV talk shows have stepped in to fill the void. Every topic under the sun
is squeezed and caressed over the airwaves on a daily basis—the economy, of course,
lesbian nuns, love on the Web, or mother-and-daughter double-date rules. The
undisputed king of the chattering airways is Joe Duffy and his “must-listen” Liveline
show every afternoon on RTE Radio 1. When the Irish are enraged about something, they
don’t take to the streets like the Greeks, they call Joe for a rant instead. Newspapers
include the major three dailies: the Irish Times (www.irishtimes.com), the Irish
Independent (www.independent.ie), and the Irish Examiner (www.irishexaminer.com),
and these are also the major sources of online news. A host of U.K. tabloids have also
entered the market in recent years, with the Mail, the Sun, and the Mirror being the main
contenders. So-called freesheets—morning commuter giveaway papers containing a
condensed version of the day’s news plus heaps of advertising—are similarly flexing their
literary muscles.

PEOPLE

For all of their dangerous propensity to rack up the biggest credit card debt in Europe on
BMWs, boob jobs, and second homes on Capri, most Irish were, at heart, as confused by
life in Celtic Tiger Ireland as the tourists might have been. It all came to us too fast and
too flashy, how could we say no? The Irish, when they have a job, still work some of the
longest hours, on average, in Europe, but despite their breezy, world-weary air, they
remain largely as enthusiastic and comic about life as they ever were.


http://www.irishtimes.com
http://www.independent.ie
http://www.irishexaminer.com

RELIGION

Priests and bishops (and even the Pope) continue to hit the headlines through sex
scandals and revelations of criminal pedophilia cover-ups that have rocked Ireland for
more than a decade. The church has fallen a long way in the estimation of most of the
population, and suddenly the media is not afraid to ask some searing questions about the
church’s past and future. The Catholic Church’s opposition to same-sex marriage has
further distanced them from the younger population. Older people are struggling to come
to terms with this national loss of trust in their hallowed institution.

Irish-born men entering the priesthood is down to a handful each year and African priests
are often shipped in to fill the breach. A majority of the population will still go to church
for births, marriages, and funerals but there is a noted decrease in involvement of priests
in the social fabric of Irish life. While the more liberal Pope Francis has stemmed the tide
a little, the Catholic Church in Ireland, it seems, will have to quickly redefine and rebrand
itself if it is not to go the way of the Church of England in the United Kingdom and
become a minority sideshow.

SPORTS

In these dark times the enduring love affair between the Irish and their sports has taken
on an added importance. Rory Mcllroy’s surge to the top of the golfing world lifted the
nation’s spirits, just as the national soccer team’s recent failures sent us all to cry into our
pints. But, on a local level, Gaelic football and hurling are still the sports that really
matter. With parish pitted against parish and county against county, the passions run
deep and every victory and defeat feel personal. Horse racing also holds a special place in
Irish hearts—note the bookie’s shop on every main street—and we seem to have the
uncanny knack for breeding some of the best Thoroughbreds on the planet.

CULTURE

Ireland’s emergence as a European technology hub hasn’t dented the nation’s fondness
for the written word. Although there have been few to match the talent of Shaw, Wilde,
and Joyce, the huge-selling works of Joe O’Connor, Roddy Doyle, Colum McCann, and
Colm Téibin underline the country as one of the biggest book-buying populations in
Europe. In the theater playwrights like Conor McPherson and Martin McDonagh tell Irish
stories to a world audience.

In the movies, time and tide have taken us a long way from John Wayne in The Quiet
Man to the modern romance of Once and writer-directors like Lenny Abrahamson and
John McDonagh and their warts-and-all visions of modern Ireland.

Previous Chapter | Beginning of Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents
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THE ROCK OF CASHEL

The center of tribal and religious power for more than a thousand years, it became the
seat of the Munster Kings in the 5th century. Handed over to the early Christian Church
in 1101, the medieval abbey perched on a limestone mount in Tipperary contains rare
Romanesque sculpture and carvings celebrating St. Patrick’s visit there in 450.

THE GIANT’S CAUSEWAY

Irish mythology claims that the warrior Fionn Mac Cumhaill (Finn McCool) laid the
Antrim causeway himself to enable easy crossing to his lover on Staffa Island off the
Scottish coast, where similar basalt columns are found. Formed by volcanic eruptions
more than 60 million years ago, the area is a magical mix of looming cliffs and thundering
surf—and an awesome reminder of nature’s power.

NEWGRANGE

Stonehenge and the pyramids at Giza are spring chickens compared to Newgrange, one of
the most fascinating sites near Dublin. Built around 5,200 years ago, Newgrange is a



passage tomb—a huge mound of earth with a stone passageway leading to a burial
chamber constructed entirely of drystone (mortar wasn’t invented yet). Steeped in Celtic
myth and lore, these graves were built for the Kings of Tara. Untouched for centuries, the
main chamber was excavated in the 1960s and revealed itself as the world’s oldest solar
observatory, where the sun’s rays light up the interior on December 21 each year.

BOOK OF KELLS

If you visit only one attraction in Dublin, let it be this extraordinary creation housed in
Trinity College. Often called “the most beautiful book in the world,” the manuscript dates
to the 8th or 9th century and remains a marvel of intricacy and creativity. Fashioned by
monks probably based on the Hebridean island of Iona, and worked with reed pens and
iron-gall ink on a folded section of vellum, the manuscript demonstrates a sense of
sublime balance and beauty in elaborate interlaces, abstractions, and “carpet-pages.”

THE BLARNEY STONE

One of the country’s most enduring myths, wherein kissing a stone high upon the
battlements of a ruined Cork castle bestows a magical eloquence on the visitor, may also
be one of its most ludicrous. Grasped by the ankles and hanging perilously upside down
to pucker up for an ancient rock, you’ll certainly have a tall tale to tell the folks back
home. Despite the difficulty, there’s generally a long line waiting to scale the skeletal
remains of Blarney Castle, a strangely derelict edifice in the otherwise neatly groomed
estate; try to visit in the very early morning.

RING OF KERRY

Ireland’s most popular scenic route, the Ring of Kerry is one of Europe’s grandest drives,
combining mountainous splendor with a spectacularly varied coastline. It’s best to escape
the tour buses that choke its main road by taking to the hills on foot, by horseback, or by
bike.

ARAN ISLANDS

Famed for their haunting beauty, these three islands set in Galway Bay have lured artists,
writers, and multitudes of curious visitors for decades. On Inishmore, Inishmaan, and
Inisheer you’ll find a mode of life that reflects man’s struggle against nature. Topped with
the stone forts and crisscrossed by ancient “garden” walls, they epitomize solitude—one
reason Irish bards like playwright J. M. Synge visited them many times.

Previous Chapter | Beginning of Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents



BFESTIVALS AND EVENTS

Previous Chapter | Next Chapter | Table of Contents

MAKE LIKE A BIRD

Happening on the May bank holiday weekend, the Kinvara Cuckoo Fleadh
(www.kinvara.com/cuckoo) is perfectly timed to welcome in the warmer evenings of
early summer. A well-established and richly deserved reputation has ensured that the
fleadh has become a showcase for the best in traditional music, attracting musicians from
all over the country and beyond. An added bonus is having it in one of the country’s
prettiest towns in beautiful County Galway.

SONATAS IN ANCIENT GRANDEUR

Among the architectural grandeur that is Bantry House in Cork, the West Cork Chamber
Music Festival (www.westcorkmusic.ie) allows for languid sunsets, picnics on the lawns,
and sublime sounds from some of Europe’s top classical musicians. The notes may be
highbrow, but the vibe is indelibly Irish-mellow. The festival runs from the last week in
June until the first week in July.

THE WRITE STUFF


http://www.kinvara.com/cuckoo
http://www.westcorkmusic.ie

Fancy getting up close and personal with Lawrence Block, Roddy Doyle, Colm Tébin, Neil
Jordan, Anne Enright, and a host of other literary greats? Listowel Writer’s Week
(writersweek.ie) is a chaotic and seriously democratic gathering devoted to all things
literary—including numerous workshops by the greats where info on writing your own
masterpiece is there for the asking. This being Kerry, expect discussions to last well
toward dawn. It takes place all over the town of Listowel on the first weekend in June.

GET YOUR RUGBY ON

Every spring rugby fever grips the country as the Six Nations Tournament
(www.rbsé6nations.com) begins. The beloved Irish team take on the might of Wales,
France, Scotland, Italy, and the old enemy England in a series of bone-crunching
encounters. At least two of the games take place at the Aviva Stadium in Dublin and game
weekends are great times to be in and around the capital.

LARK IN THE PARK

Every June, Cork City struts its artistic stuff with the Midsummer Festival
(www.corkmidsummer.com), a mix of music, film, and theater. Be sure to get tickets for
whatever the Corcadorca Theatre Company is doing—in the past they’ve taken
Shakespeare to the local courthouse, the city morgue, and the expansive green spaces of
Fitzgerald’s Park: a very different experience from a company constantly pushing the
envelope. It runs on consecutive weekends in June leading up to the 21st.

BLOOMING FORTH

Even though it is now reckoned that more Americans and Japanese attend the events
surrounding Bloomsday (jamesjoyce.ie) than Irish people, it hasn’t taken away a jot
from an event that continues to grow regardless. Most Irish, if they’re being honest, will
probably admit to “never having actually finished Ulysses,” but are still happy to
discourse at length over deviled kidneys and other Joycean delights on the hidden
meanings within this legendary work. Bloomsday is June 16th.

HAVE A FLUTTER ON THE NAGS

Galway Race Week (www.galwayraces.com) is one of the country’s biggest events with
most of Dublin, Cork, and Limerick decamping to the City of the Tribes for an end of July
week of celebration centered half around equine excellence and half around pub sessions.
Every politician worth his salt hits the races to press the flesh, followed by legions of
supporters and onlookers out for the craic—of which there is an endless supply.

GOOD FOR THE SOLE

On the last Sunday in July, join the thousands of pilgrims and adventurers who climb


http://writersweek.ie
http://www.rbs6nations.com
http://www.corkmidsummer.com
http://jamesjoyce.ie
http://www.galwayraces.com

Mayo’s Croagh Patrick (www.croagh-patrick.com)—and in your bare feet for the full
purging of your misdeeds. A ghostly hill, tricky loose stones underfoot, and a Mass
overlooking Clew Bay: it all adds up to an experience that is difficult but hugely
rewarding.

ACTING THE GOAT

Puck Fair in Kerry (www.puckfair.ie) is the oldest festival in Ireland, dating back to
pagan times, where a goat is made king for three days of drinking, dancing, and general
abandon. In the town of Killorglin, County Kerry, pubs stay open all night, traveler folk
sell horses and cows on Main Street, and up to 100,000 people crowd this tiny town of 58
pubs for a mad three-day weekend. Held on the second weekend in August, all in all, it’s
truly one of Ireland’s most unusual festivals.

GATHER THOSE BOATS

Cruinniu na mBad (www.kinvara.com/cruinniu), or the Gathering of the Boats, is
basically a big booze-up and regatta to celebrate the unique and beautiful boat that is the
Galway Hooker—a sleek, dark little sailing vessel with rusty red sails originally used to
transport turf and other necessities along the harsh Atlantic coast of Ireland. The event
takes place around the third weekend in August around southern County Galway, with
traditional boat races the excuse for a hooley, or party of trad music and late nights.

CLASH OF THE ASH

Usually the first Sunday in September, the All-Ireland Hurling Final (www.gaa.ie), at
Dublin’s Croke Park, is a uniquely Irish sporting spectacle. Thirty highly amped players
clutching ash hurleys whack a heavy leather ball, or sliothar, at warp speeds around the
pitch as they slug it out for the sport’s highest prize. Raw emotions, brilliant color, and
geometry-defying skills that you won’t see back home make it memorable.

FOOD, GLORIOUS FOOD

Long noted for its cuisine innovations, the Kinsale Gourmet Festival
(www.kinsalerestaurants.com) is all about the happy pursuit of great food and wine plus
the excitable bravado of this infectious coastal town. Buy a weekend ticket, have breakfast
on a boat, lunch at a pier-side pub, and dinner at any of the dozens of great eateries in this
amazingly friendly town. It takes place on the second weekend in October.

WHAT A WONDERFUL WORLD

For jazz lovers, the Cork Jazz Festival (www.guinnessjazzfestival.com) on the second
to last weekend in October is a perfect antidote to the approaching dark evenings of
winter. Sponsored by Guinness, the festival tends to be a bacchanalian mix of


http://www.croagh-patrick.com
http://www.puckfair.ie
http://www.kinvara.com/cruinniu
http://www.gaa.ie
http://www.kinsalerestaurants.com
http://www.guinnessjazzfestival.com

international talent, wild nights, and wonderful music.
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THE PUB: PILLAR OF IRISH SOCIAL LIFE

It’s been said that the pub is the poor man’s university. If this is true, Ireland has more
than 10,000 opportunities for higher education. Even if you only order an Evian, a visit to
a pub (if not two or three) is a must.

The Irish public house is a national institution—down to the spectacle, at some pubs, of
patrons standing at closing time for the playing of Ireland’s national anthem. Samuel
Beckett would often repair to a pub, believing a glass of Guinness stout was the best way
to ward off depression.

Pubs remain pillars of Irish social life—places to chat, listen, learn, gossip, and, of course,
enjoy a throaty sing-along.

Impromptu concerts often break out, and if you’re really enjoying the craic—
quintessentially Irish friendly chat and lively conversation—it’s good form to buy a pint
for the performers.

Wherever you go, remember that when you order a Guinness, the barman first pours it



three-quarters of the way, then lets it settle, then tops it off and brings it over to the bar.

The customer should then wait again until the top-up has settled, at which point the brew
turns a deep black.

The mark of a perfect pint? As you drink the liquid down, the brew will leave thin rings on
the glass to mark each mouthful.

“FLEADHS” AND FESTIVALS

From bouncing-baby competitions to traditional-music festivals, the tradition of the
fleadh (festival, pronounced “flah”) is alive and well in Ireland year-round.

Before you leave home, check on regional Irish tourist websites or, upon arrival, discuss
the local happenings with local tourist boards or your hotel concierge.

Music festivals rule the roost—Kinvara’s Cuckoo Fleadh, Galway’s Festival of Early
Music, and the giant Fleadh Cheoil na hEireann are some major events.

But there are also village festivals dedicated to hill walking, fishing, poetry, art, and food;
the Mullaghmore Lobster Festival in August always proves mighty tasty.

KEEP A’CLAPPIN’ AND A’TAPPIN’

Ceol agus craic, loosely translated as “music and merriment,” are not simply recreations
in Ireland. They are part of the very fabric of the national identity.

Ask most Irish men or women in exile what they miss most about home and, more than
likely, those words “the craic” will be uttered.

And the beat and rhythm that accompany Irish fun are the “4/4” of the reel and the jig.
Wherever you go you’ll find that every town buzzes with its own blend of styles and
sounds.

In its most exciting form, “trad” music is an impromptu affair, with a single guitar or
fiddle player belting out a few tunes until other musicians—flute, whistle, uilleann pipes,
concertina, and bodhran drum—seem to arrive out of the pub’s dark corners and are
quickly drawn into the unstoppable force of the session.

A check of local event guides will turn up a wealth of live entertainment—if you’re lucky
you’ll find a world-class artist in performance whose talents are unsung outside a small
circle of friends and fans.

On some nights, Dublin itself—with more than 120 different clubs and music pubs to
choose from—almost becomes one giant traditional-music jam session. Where to head



first? Just take a walk through Smithfield or the Liberties and keep your ears open.
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You don’t come to Ireland for the weather. As the saying goes, “If you could put a roof on
the country, it’d be perfect.” That said, in summer the weather can be pleasant: the ever-
present rain clouds responsible for the ever-green countryside often take a vacation; the
sun comes out (and everything in the country comes to a halt to appreciate it!); and the
days are long, with daylight lasting until after 10 in late June and July. As British and
Irish school vacations overlap from late June to mid-September, vacationers descend on
popular coastal resorts in the South, West, and East. There are crowds in popular holiday
spots, and prices for accommodations are at their peak. Festival season is also at its peak;
in the summer months the country is host to festival events big and small, offering a wide
variety of music festivals like Electric Picnic, Longitude, Castlepalooza, and Spirit of Folk
Festival, as well as events celebrating everything from food and comedy, to surfing, goats,
and Irish beauty. Local sports also heat up in the summer months as counties battle it out
to reach the All-Ireland hurling and football finals in September. In short, if you can
afford the flights and peak rates, summer is the time to visit.

If the purse strings are a little unforgiving, it’s best to visit Ireland outside peak travel
months. Fall and spring are good times to travel (late September can be dry and warm,
although the weather can be unpredictable). Seasonal hotels and restaurants close from
early or mid-November until mid-March or Easter. During this off-season, prices are



lower than in summer, but your selection is limited, and some minor attractions close. St.
Patrick’s Week gives a focal point to a spring visit, but some Americans may find the
saint’s day celebrations a little less enthusiastic than the ones back home. Dublin,
however, has a weekend-long festival of activities including tours, street theater, a free
funfair, a beer and whiskey festival and, of course, the parade. If you're planning an
Easter visit, don’t forget that all bars and restaurants, except those serving hotel guests,
close on Good Friday. Many hotels arrange Christmas packages. Mid-November to mid-
February is either too cold or too wet for all but the keenest golfers, although some of the
coastal links courses are playable.

FESTIVALS

If you plan to visit the biggest festivals in Ireland, book well in advance. In March,
Ireland’s major St. Patrick’s event is the Dublin Festival and Parade
(www.stpatricksday.ie), which includes fireworks and bands from the United States. In
late April, head along to the spectular Punchestown Festival of horse racing and watch
the cream of Irish equine excellence in action. In May, the Fleadh Nua, the annual
festival of traditional Irish music, song, and dance, takes place at a town (on a yearly
rotation) in County Clare. August brings a “trad” music highlight: the Fleadh Cheoil na
hEireann (wwuw.fleadhcheoil.ie), held over a week in August in a different town each
year (it’s Ennis for 2016). In October, the Dublin Theatre Festival
(www.dublintheatrefestival.com) puts on international productions, major Irish plays,
and a fringe of 80-plus performances. In October, the Wexford Opera Festival
(www.wexfordopera.com) brings high glamour. The New Year Festival (NYF) |
www.nyfdublin.com in Dublin involves three days of music, arts, and serious partying.
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BEAUTIFUL IRISH VILLAGES

Nearly everyone has a mind’s-eye view of the perfect Irish village. Cozy huddles filled
with charming calendar-ready cottages, mossy churchyards, and oozing with thatched-
roof, pewter-and-china-dog atmosphere, these spots have a sense of once-upon-a-time
tranquillity that not even tour buses can ruin. Should you be after medicine for overtired
nerves—a gentle peace in beautiful surroundings with a people so warm you’ll be on first-
name terms in five minutes—these will be your Arcadias. Many are so nestled away they
remain the despair of motorists, but then, no penciled itinerary is half as fun as stumbling
upon these four-leaf clovers. Here are four of the most famous—but why not summon up
courage, venture out on the lesser roads, and throw away the map?

Kinvara, Co. Galway. This village is picture-perfect, thanks to its gorgeous bayside
locale, great walks, and numerous pubs. North of the town is spectacularly sited
Dunguaire Castle, noted for its medieval-banquet evenings.

Cong, Co. Mayo. John Ford’s The Quiet Man introduced this charmer to the world and
the singular beauty of its whitewashed single-story cottages with tied-on thatched roofs.



Adare, Co. Limerick. Right out of a storybook, this celebrated village of low-slung Tudor
cottages is adorned with ivied churches and a moated castle from the days when
knighthood was in flower.

Lismore, Co. Waterford. Set within some of Ireland’s lushest pasturelands and lorded
over by the Duke of Devonshire’s castle, dreamy Lismore is popular with both romantic
folk and anglers (the sparkling Blackwater here teems with salmon).

CELTIC SITES

From rush hour on busy O’Connell Street in Dublin it’s a long way to Tipperary’s Cashel
of the Kings, a group of ancient church relics—the largest in all Ireland—perched high
above the plain on its famous rock. The journey is worth it, since it takes you back in time
to the legendary days when Celtic Christianity conquered the isle of Eire. Beginning in the
5th century AD, hallowed shrines and monasteries sprung up across the land, often
dotted with treasures sacred—the famous High Crosses, inscribed with biblical symbols
and stories—and profane, such as the lofty round towers, lookouts for Viking raids. Just
north of Dublin, around the Boyne Valley, you’ll find two great sites: Tara, where “The
Harp That Once Through Tara’s Halls” played, and also Newgrange, once seat of the High
Kings of Ireland.

Clonmacnoise, Co. Offaly. The isolated monastery at the confluence of two rivers was
famous throughout Europe as a center of learning. It’s also a royal burial ground.

Glendalough, Co. Wicklow. A monastery founded by a hermit in the 6th century,
attacked by Vikings in the 10th century, and plundered by the English in the 12th century
—your typical Irish ruins.

Rock of Cashel, Co. Tipperary. A cluster of ruins—cathedral, chapel, round tower—
crowning a circular, mist-shrouded rock that rises from a plain.

Tara, Co. Meath. Fabled home of one of Ireland’s titular High Kings, the ageless Hill of
Tara has fired up people’s imaginations from early Christians to Scarlett O’Hara.

STATELY HOUSES

Ireland’s stately homes are either proud reminders of a shared history with Britain or
symbols of an oppressive colonial past. If you're interested in luxurious pomp and
reliving the decadence of yesteryear, there’s no denying the magnificence of these country
estates and lavish mansions, erected by the Anglo-Irish Protestant Ascendancy in the
17th, 18th, and 19th centuries. The wealthy settlers constructed ornate houses in various
architectural styles, with Palladian designs popular in the first half of the 18th century,
before the Neoclassical and neo-Gothic influences took over. In the last century, several
majestic piles—notably Ashford Castle in Cong and Dromoland Castle in Newmarket-on-



Fergus—became hotels, so anyone can now enjoy a queen-for-a-stay fantasy.

Castle Ward, Co. Down. An architectural curiosity, in that it was built inside and out in
two distinct styles, Classical and Gothic—perhaps because Viscount Bangor and his wife
never could agree on anything.

Bantry House, Bantry, Co. Cork. Set in Italianate gardens and perched over one of
Ireland’s most spectacular bays, this manor has a Continental air, thanks to its extensive
art collection, tapestries, and fine French furniture.

Castletown House, Co. Kildare. Renaissance architect Andrea Palladio would surely
have approved of this exceedingly large and grand Palladian country house.

Florence Court, Co. Fermanagh. With magnificent Georgian-period stuccoed salons,
this shimmering white mansion is strikingly set against the Cuilcagh Mountains where,
legend has it, you can hear the “song of the little people.”

RETAIL THERAPY

Once you get past all the traditional Irish leprechauns with “made in China” stickers on
their bottoms, you’ll find that Ireland has some of Europe’s finest-quality goods. Objects
like a Donegal tweed hat or a hand-knit Aran sweater, a Belfast linen tablecloth, or a piece
of Waterford or Cavan crystal can be pricey but will last a lifetime. In Dublin look for
antiques, vintage books, or au courant European and Irish fashions, many showcased at
cool shops like Costume and Platform. Galway has its share of galleries and offbeat
boutiques and is a great spot for book shopping. Keep an eye open for signs indicating
crafts workshops, where independent craftspeople sell directly from their studios. The
best of the North’s traditional products, many made according to time-honored methods,
include exquisite linen, laces, and superior handmade woolen garments. Traditional-
music CDs and the unadorned blackthorn walking stick are two good choices at the other
end of the price scale.

Kilkenny Design Craft Centre, Co. Kilkenny. Ireland’s favorite emporium for Irish-
designed crafts includes the best of Irish knitwear, crystal, jewelry, and pottery.

O’Sullivan Antiques, Dublin. Mia Farrow and Liam Neeson are just two fans of this
purveyor of 19th-century delights.

Ardmore Pottery and Craft Gallery, Ardmore, Co. Waterford. Home to potter Mary
Lincoln, this is one of the most beloved, creative, and cleverly stocked crafts shops in the
country.

Avoca, Co. Wicklow. The birthplace of the legendary Avoca mill, you can shop for vibrant
throws, rugs, and scarves and meet the weavers at work.



NATURAL WONDERS

It’s not always easy to conjure up leprechauns and druids in today’s Ireland, but head to
any of its famously brooding landscapes and those legendary times will seem like
yesterday. With its romantic coastlines, wild bogs, and rugged seascapes, the Emerald Isle
is especially rich in rugged, wildly gorgeous spectacle. Around its natural splendors, the
countryside is dotted with villages where sheep outnumber residents by 100 to 1.
Unfortunately, sheep don’t also outnumber tourists.

The Aran Islands, Galway Bay. The islands battle dramatically with sea and storm and
now welcome droves of visitors who fall under the spell of their brooding beauty.

The Skelligs, Ring of Kerry. Be warned: these spectacular pinnacles of rock soaring out
of the sea will haunt you for days.

The Burren, Co. Clare. A 300-square-km (116-square-mile) expanse that is one of
Ireland’s strangest landscapes, the Burren stretches off as far as the eye can see in a gray,
rocky, lunar landscape that becomes a wild rock garden in spring.

Cliffs of Moher, Co. Clare. One of Ireland’s most breathtaking natural sights, these
majestic cliffs stretch for 8 km (5 miles). At some points, the only thing separating you
from the sea, 700 feet below, is a patch of slippery heather.

Giant’s Causeway, Co. Antrim, Northern Ireland. There are equal measures of legend
and science surrounding this rock formation—a cluster of 37,000-odd volcanic basalt
pillars.

LITERARY HAUNTS

Irish literature developed its distinctive traits largely because of Ireland’s physical and
political isolation. Yet the nation has produced a disproportionately large number of
internationally famous authors for a country of her size, including four Nobel Prize
winners—George Bernard Shaw, W. B. Yeats, Samuel Beckett, and Seamus Heaney. The
list of literary notables is a whole lot longer and includes James Joyce, Oscar Wilde, Sean
O’Casey, Sean O’Faolain, Brian Friel, and Edna O’Brien. Indeed, the country’s literary
heritage is evident everywhere you go. In Dublin you’ll find Joyce’s Liffey; Dean Swift’s
cathedral; and the Abbey Theatre, a potent symbol of Ireland’s great playwrights. Yeats
opens up the county of Sligo; the Aran Islands were the inspiration of J. M. Synge; and
Cork inspired the works of Frank O’Connor. Wherever you are in Ireland, its literary
heritage is never far away.

Trinity College, Dublin. Founded by Queen Elizabeth I, this university provided the
greats—Beckett, Wilde, Stoker—with 30 acres of stomping grounds.



Limerick City, Co. Limerick. Frank McCourt’s Angela’s Ashes had thousands heading
here to tour Angela’s city and partake of the tearfulness of it all.

Sligo Town, Co. Sligo. Take in the town where William Butler Yeats grew up, then visit
his grave in Drumcliff to view his beloved mountain, Ben Bulben.

Aran Islands, Co. Galway. See what inspired the dark genius of Synge’s Playboy of the
Western World and the black comedy of Martin McDonagh’s The Cripple of Inishmaan.
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A FOOD EVOLUTION

You’ll hear a lot of talk about a food revolution in Ireland over the last 20 years but in
truth much of the country still has some way to go in terms of the quality of the
restaurant meals it serves up. Unlike in more culinary-sophisticated parts of Europe, the
unsavvy visitor cannot just wander into a local eatery and expect quality. You’ll need to
use this book and other research to make informed selections. The good news is that
there are plenty of exciting choices out there. The best of these have been heavily
influenced by the “Slow Food” movement, which has its Irish heart among the artisanal
producers of the Southwest. Their emphasis on locally sourced produce has helped open
the eyes of a new generation of chefs to the world-beating quality Irish produce. Not the
packaged and heavily processed food-industry products that the government likes to
promote around the world, but the fresh, organic, and wild meat, veg, and dairy that this
little island does better than anywhere else. When the food-loving French and Italians
come to Ireland, watch them rave over the quality of the game, the oysters and the raw-
milk cheeses.

The best of these restaurants, such as the Cliff House in Ardmore and Campagne in
Kilkenny, have internationally recognized chefs brave enough to put their own twist and



signature on these stunning raw materials. But perhaps even more exciting is the
blossoming of a host of great-value but inventive smaller eateries in places that were once
good-food deserts. For example the wonderful Irish tapas joint Las Rada in Naas has
forced the rest of the town to raise its culinary game. At the retail level there’s been an
explosion in farmers’ markets to give an outlet for these artisanal producers. The
monopoly of Guinness and the other major beer makers has been challenged by a slew of
new microbreweries and small whiskeys labels. Irish food can be a thrilling experience,
but you have to seek out the gems yourself.

NATURAL BOUNTY

Dairy. Ireland is a grass-growers dream, and finally has some cheese and dairy producers
who know how to lovingly showcase thick, creamy Irish milk. West Cork and Kerry are
the epicenters of this new cheese movement. Gubeen, Ardsallagh, and Knockalara are
some of the key labels to look out for. Their focus is on traditional methods and
organically produced milk from their own farms. These family farms are also expanding
into goat cheeses, yogurts, and even ice creams.

Game. Irish chefs are often at their best when working with fresh game, so keep an eye
out for in-season partridge, wood pigeon, pheasant, and wild duck and goose during the
fall and winter. They are usually roasted and served with minimal fuss, allowing all the
focus on the deep, wild flavor of the meat. Venison on Irish plates is usually farmed, but
the quality is still high and it’s great in a winter stew.

Seafood. For an island nation the Irish have been surprisingly poor eaters of fish and
seafood. But that, too, is changing, with a new appreciation of the glory of our oysters,
scallops, lobster, mussels, and the rest. Summer is high season for the best of the sea’s
bounty. Whitefish stocks have fallen dramatically, so other varieties have come back in
favor. The “superfood” mackerel is a great example of a long-overlooked variety that is
finally being discovered by chefs and the general public alike. You can buy it fresh off the
boat in fishing villages all along the south and west coasts.

Meat. Grazing cows are the ubiquitous image of the local countryside and it’s no surprise
Ireland is the world’s fifth-largest beef exporter. In Ireland it’s not considered a meal
unless there’s meat on the plate. Look for the organic producers to get the true taste of
the gorgeous grass coming through in the Angus and Hereford beef. Eat lamb in spring,
when it’s fresh off the mountains of Wicklow and the West and still hints of the wild
herbs and grasses that grow there.

Beer and whiskey. The bitter, creamy taste of Guinness is the quintessential flavor of
Ireland, but a host of exciting small beer and whiskey manufacturers have set about
challenging that position. Irish whiskey tends to be smoother and easier to drink than
Scotch, and finally the whiskey connoisseur now has a full palate of boutique Irish brands
to choose from. Makers like Celtic Cask are even producing an Irish single malt. The craft



beer phenomena has recently taken off in Ireland, with particular success in making
slightly lighter and sweeter stouts, like O’Hara’s from Carlow.

TRADITIONAL DISHES

Many traditional Irish dishes originate in the tenant farmer culture in which no part of
the animal or crop could be wasted. The best Irish chefs like to play with these dishes and
give them some new life.

Black and white pudding. Traditionally a farmer’s breakfast dish, black pudding is a
blend of pork fat, onions, oatmeal, herbs, and spices all blended with pig’s blood. The
white variety is pretty much the same thing minus the blood. In recent years the
delicacies have migrated onto restaurant menus, especially in daring starters where their
strong tastes are contrasted with something sweet like apple.

Boxty. From the Irish meaning “poor-house bread,” boxty is a traditional Irish potato
pancake. Associated mostly with Ulster and the Northwest, it’s a mix of grated raw potato
and mashed potato, flour, baking soda, and buttermilk fried on a griddle pan for a few
minutes on each side. Modern boxty might have a touch of garlic or some spice to liven it
up, and it is usually served as a base or wrapping for something like chicken in a creamy
smoked bacon—and-leek sauce.

Sausages. Another traditional breakfast staple that has undergone a transformation is
the humble sausage. Usually made with pork, you’ll now find beef and lamb versions are
quite common. But the real change has come in the fantastic variety of flavors on offer,
from toasted fennel and chili flakes to apple and craft Irish cider. A lot of the best
butchers make their own varieties. A classic Dublin dish is coddle, layers of sausages and
rashers (bacon) with sliced potatoes and onions all boiled in a well-seasoned pot.

Corned beef and cabbage. Cabbage is a much-maligned vegetable that the Irish have
taken to their heart. Farmers grow different varieties year-round, with a spring York
cabbage considered standout. When combined with a quality corned beef, the dish should
be slow-cooked, with a dash of mustard tossed into the cabbage. A nice piece of bacon can
be substituted for the corned beef, and the cabbage should always be cooked in the water
used to boil the meat (before putting it in the oven). The whole thing is usually topped off
with a creamy leek-and-parsley sauce and, of course, some mashed Irish spuds.
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THE BEST OF IRELAND IN A WEEK

Ireland might be a small island, but it’s packed with things to do and see, so a bit of
planning goes a long way. If this is your first trip to the Emerald Isle, then Dublin,
Galway, and Kerry have to be top of the list. But what else? You can use Dublin as a base
for all of the east coast and the Midlands. And from Galway you can take in all the wilds
of the West and even some of the Atlantic islands. This weeklong Essential Ireland
itinerary should help make sure you don’t miss out on any of the must-sees. If it’s not
your first trip, you might find some more unusual options in the extension itineraries
that follow.

Dublin, Galway City, and Killarney (Co. Kerry) are three of the most vibrant, fun places
for any visitor, but they also make great base-camps for exploring the wild, ancient, and
stunning parts of this rugged and beautiful island. From these hubs you can opt for day
trips into the countryside or choose to overnight in a more rural country house or B&B.
Either way the days are very long in summer and driving times should be comfortable.

DAY 1: DUBLIN

Fly into Dublin and use one of its elegant Georgian hotels as your luxurious base, with
Number 31 a great option. Start the day with a trip to Trinity College, Beckett’s old
stomping ground, and its legendary Book of Kells. Take in the elegant architecture of
Georgian Dublin with a visit to beautiful Merrion Square, with the National
Museum a definite highlight. After lunch at Fallon & Byrne, pay your respects to
Dublin’s favourite tipple by taking a tour of the impressive Guinness Storehouse. As
evening falls head to cobblestoned Temple Bar, Dublin’s party zone, and join locals in
this city-of-1,000-pubs for a foamy pint. For your first night in the city catch a show at W.
B. Yeats’s old haunt, the Abbey Theatre or listen to a traditional music session at the
wild and wonderful Cobblestone pub.

DAY 2: EXCURSIONS FROM DUBLIN

First drive to the Boyne Valley, a short trip north of the capital. Spend the morning
walking among the Iron Age ruins of the rolling Hill of Tara. After a picnic lunch on top
of the hill, drive through ancient Kells—one of the centers of early Christianity in Ireland
—and then to Newgrange, famous for its ancient passage graves. One thousand years
older than Stonehenge, the great white-quartz structure merits an hour or two at least.
Next take the M50 ring road south around Dublin for a spectacular drive through the
County Wicklow mountains. You might want to stop in one of the small, quiet towns
along the Wicklow Way hiking trail and go for a short hike. Drive on to stately
Powerscourt House, whose gardens epitomize the glory and grandeur of the Anglo-
Irish aristocracy. From the profane to the sacred, head next to the “monastic city” of
Glendalough and the medieval monastery of the hermit St. Kevin. Repair to Ireland’s



highest village, Roundwood, for dinner at the town’s 17th-century inn. Head back to
Dublin for the night.

DAYS 3 AND 4: WEST CORK AND KERRY

An early morning departure from Dublin and a 3%/2-hour drive southwest takes you to
Killarney, at the heart of glorious Kerry and West Cork. The Cahernane House Hotel
is the ideal refuge from the touristy buzz. Although it has been almost transformed into a
Celtic theme park by a flood of visitors, Killarney is a good base for exploring your pick of
two great Atlantic-pounded peninsulas: the strikingly scenic Ring of Kerry and the
beloved Dingle Peninsula. Both offer stunning ocean views, hilly landscapes (like the
Macgillycuddy’s Reeks mountains), and welcoming towns with great bed-and-breakfasts.
Both drives can be done in a day, or you might choose to focus on one and stop off in the
villages along the way or go for a hike. To avoid the crowds in Killarney you could head to
serene Kenmare for a spot of dinner and some toe-tapping music and dancing, before an
overnight in the magnificent Park Hotel. The next morning, a beautiful hour-long drive
through the mountains and along the coast takes you to the small towns of West Cork
and the kind of landscape that inspired Ireland’s nickname, the Emerald Isle.
Skibbereen, Clonakilty, and Glengarriff are all magical places to spend a few hours
and maybe do a little crafts shopping. Finish your drive at picture-perfect Bantry House
and Gardens where you can splash out for an authentic 18th-century room with
stunning views of the bay. Alternatively, head back to Killarney for the night.

DAYS 5-7: THE WEST

An almost three-hour drive north from Killarney will take you straight to Galway City,
the urban center of the wild and ancient West. But don’t make the mistake of rushing
through the wonders of County Clare. Take a detour straight for the jaw-dropping 710-
foot-high Cliffs of Moher, perhaps the single most impressive sight in Ireland. After
lunch in the waterside village of Ballyvaughan spend a couple of hours exploring the
lunar landscape of the harsh, limestone Burren. In spring it becomes a mighty rock
garden of exotic colors. If you still have time you could take in the 2-million-year-old
Ailwee Cave and the picture-perfect village of Kinvara before you hit Galway. An
evening out in that city is a must, as it’s always brim full of music, theater, and truly great
seafood. Next morning head northwest to the tiny village of Clifden, with some of the
country’s best Atlantic views. From here, head east through one of the most beautiful
stretches of road in Connemara—through Kylemore Valley, home of Kylemore Abbey, a
huge Gothic Revival castle. After seeing the castle and its grounds, head north through
tiny Leenane (the setting of the hit Broadway play, The Beauty Queen of Leenane) and
on to the most attractive town in County Mayo, Westport. It’s the perfect spot to spend
the night: the 18th-century planned town is on an inlet of Clew Bay, and some of the west
coast’s finest beaches are nearby. The cozy and spectacularly located Knockranny
House Hotel & Spa is a great hotel option. Day 7 is one of real adventures as you drive



an hour south to Rossaveel and take a small boat to the unique and beautiful Aran
Islands. The 20-minute boat ride carries you to a quintessential Irish experience. If
possible, head for Inis Meain, the middle island which still looks and feels much as it did
a hundred years ago. It’s perfect for walking (there’s no traffic) and you’ll most likely
have the ancient tombs and Christian ruins all to yourself. Enjoy a bit of sweater
shopping at Inis Meain Knitting before you head back to the boat. Once back on the
mainland it’s time for the drive back Dublin. The Georgian luxury and comfort of the
Merrion Hotel should make your last night in Ireland memorable.



IRELAND IN DEPTH

If you have more than a week, these easy add-ons will help you prioritize your time.

COUNTY CORK EXTENSION, 2 DAYS

Follow Day 1 of the “Best of Ireland” Itinerary. Days 2 and 3. On your way from
Dublin to West Cork, detour for Cork City, a great walking city of bridges and winding
hilly streets. A visit to the colorful English Market can be combined with a hearty,
authentically Irish lunch. A few miles outside Cork sits the majestic, 15th-centruy
Blarney Castle where you can kiss the famous stone. After your visit, drive to the foodie
paradise that is Kinsale. It’s the perfect spot for dinner, but try to take in a serene harbor
cruise to help build an appetite. Spend the night at the Georgian Friar’s Lodge. In the
morning on your way out of town, stop off at the unique Charles Fort, one of Europe’s
best-preserved star forts situated atop a sheer cliff face. Titanic history buffs will want to
stop off at The Queenstown Story of Cobh Heritage Centre, which tells the story of
the great transatlantic liners, alongside the moving tale of Irish emigration. The nearby
Titanic Experience allows visitors to literally follow in the footsteps of embarking
passengers. From Cobh it’s only an hour and a half to Killarney where you can pick up
Days 2 and 3 of the “Best Of Ireland” Itinerary.

NORTHWEST EXTENSION, 2 DAYS

Follow Days 1—7 of the “Best of Ireland” Itinerary, including the 2-day Cork
Extension. Days 10 and 11. Instead of heading back to Dublin after visiting the Aran
Islands (Day 7 of “Best Of Ireland” Itinerary), drive north through the heart of Yeats
Country in Sligo. Just north of cozy Sligo Town is the stark outline of a great hill, Ben
Bulben, in whose shadow poet W. B. Yeats wanted to be buried. South of town, follow
the signposted Yeats Trail around woody, gorgeously scenic Lough Gill. Continuing
north, you pass Yeats’s simple grave in unassuming Drumecliff, a 3000 BC tomb in
Creevykeel, and small but vibrant Donegal Town. Eat some local seafood then spend
the night at the Central Hotel, and the next morning head north along the tight,
meandering roads of the stunning Donegal coastline. Two wild, breathtaking natural
wonders are must-sees on this stretch of coastline. Firstly the tiny hamlet of
Glencolumbkille clings dramatically to the rock-bound harbor of Glen Bay. The cliffs
surrounding the tiny village rise up to 700 feet and are awash with prehistoric cairns.
Keep driving north through the Irish-speaking Gaelteacht region and head inland for the
mountains, lakes, and moorlands of glorious Glenveagh National Park. A beautiful
drive through the mountains and past serene Gartan Lough will take you to Derry and a
night at the Victorian Merchant’s House. This is ideal for the start of the Northern
Ireland Extension below. Alternatively you could continue south to Dublin for a final
night before flying out in the morning.



NORTHERN IRELAND EXTENSION

Days 12 and 13. Begin exploring the province in historic, divided Derry City (called
Londonderry by Unionists), Northern Ireland’s second city. A few hours are sufficient to
take in the views from the old city walls and the fascinating murals of the Catholic
Bogside district. Continue on to two of the region’s main attractions, the 13th-century
Norman fortress of Dunluce Castle and the Giant’s Causeway, shaped from volcanic
rock some 60 million years ago. Heading south, sticking to coastal roads for the best
scenery, you’ll soon pass through the Glens of Antrim, whose green hills roll down into
the sea. Tucked in the glens are a number of small, unpretentious towns with great
hotels. Spend the night in the traditional inn that is the Londonderry Arms Hotel in
serene Carnlough. Early in the morning, head straight to Northern Ireland’s capital,
Belfast. The old port city, gray and often wet, is a fascinating place, recovering from years
of strife. A Black Taxi Tour is a brilliant way to get to the heart of this old city. Follow
this with a visit to the hugely impressive Titanic Belfast Visitor Centre before you
start heading back to Dublin. If you’re ahead of schedule, take the longer route that
passes through the glorious Mountains of Mourne and around icy-blue Carlingford
Lough. Arrive back in Dublin for a final night at the luxurious Merrion Hotel before
flying home in the morning.
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TOP BOATING TRIPS

Imagine the scene: gentle waves lap at the edges as your boat heads for open water,
drawing a perfect silver line across the tranquil mirror-flat surface. Every sound is crystal
clear: a dog barks, a kingfisher whirrs past flying low across the water, and fellow-sailors
shout a hearty welcome. This magical moment can easily be yours in Ireland, thanks to
the wealth of possibilities for either guided tours or private hires.

COAST OR INLAND?

Ireland’s indented western seaboard from Donegal to Cork has many first-class sailing
opportunities. The main towns have sailing clubs in scenic areas. The best option is to
choose an area such as West Cork and spend a week sailing from port to port. If you want
to enjoy the very heart of Ireland, the River Shannon offers an unequalled choice of
boating trips from the Northern Midlands down to Limerick. Cruisers can be hired at
Carrick-on-Shannon, Banagher, and Portumna. Crossing the Irish border, the Shannon—
Erne Waterway has opened up a little-known area of untamed beauty, and the
renaissance of Ireland’s canals is a regeneration success.

THE FIVE BEST BOATING TRIPS?

River Barrow: Hire a traditional steel canal boat at Rathangan in County Kildare for a
120-km (775-mile) trip along the idyllic Barrow—Ireland’s oldest navigation—passing
through a Chaucerian landscape and dropping anchor at Graiguenamanagh (pronounced
grayg-na-mana and known as Graig); en route sign up for a canal-ways pub crawl.

West Cork Sailing: The harbors of the ports of call along this coast, such as Kinsale,
Glandore, Baltimore, and Bantry, offer delightful overnight stays.

River Shannon Cruising: One of the best places to hire from is the delightful boating
town of Carrick-on-Shannon—putter your leisurely way down to Lough Ree or as far as
the Lower Shannon.

Fermanagh Lakes: With 700 km (430 miles) of rivers, lakes, and canals, Fermanagh is
tops. Upper and Lower Lough Erne are dotted with islands topped with castles or round
towers ideal for exploring.

Royal Canal: With its reconstructed locks and bridges, the 145-km (90-mile) canal is
perfect for those on narrow boats, and in 2010 it became fully navigable from Dublin to
Richmond Harbor in County Longford. Towpaths run from the Liffey all the way to the
Shannon.

GUIDED TOURS OR PRIVATE HIRE?



A first-time boater? Get some courses under your belt by contacting the International
Sailing Schools Association. If you want to sit back and have it all done for you, book half-
day or full-day guided pleasure cruises.

INFORMATION, PLEASE?

The best websites about boating in Ireland include www.sailing.ie;
www.sailingschools.org; www.discoverireland.ie/lakelands;
www.waterwaysireland.org; www.iwai.ie; Emerald Star Cruisers | www.emeraldstar.ie;
Riversdale Barge Holidays | www.riversdalebargeholidays.com; Canalways Ireland |
www.canalways.ie; and Cruise Ireland | www.royalcanalcruisers.com.
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BEST WALKS AND HIKES

Catch the right day and an Irish hilltop can seem like a slice of heaven. The country is
laced with 33 well-marked walking trails. If you're not feeling adventurous, strolls
through a forest park or a lakeside wander are wonderful options. If you're going for
bragging rights, consider walking the extension to the world-renowned International
Appalachian Trail, stretching along the spectacular coastal cliffs of Slieve League in
County Donegal. The two best websites for hiking information are
www.discoverireland.ie/walking and www.walkni.com.

THE TOP HIKING REGIONS?

The Wicklow Way: Starting in the suburbs of Dublin, 137 km (85 miles) of trails take
you through the heart of the spectacular Wicklow Mountains. Check out some of the
gorgeous villages along the way.

The Reeks of Kerry: Munster, in the Southwest of the country, has Ireland’s biggest
mountains with the MacGillicuddy’s Reeks in Kerry (3,414 feet) leading the way in the
hierarchy of height. They attract serious hill walkers and serious gongoozlers (those who
like to gaze up at the peaks).

West Is Best: Many of Ireland’s west coast walking routes are framed by spectacular
Atlantic scenery: Connemara, Sligo, and Donegal are renowned for the allure of their hills
with thrilling views.

Ulster Way: Relaunched in 2009, the 1,000-km (625-mile) circular Ulster Way crosses
the most stunning upland areas of Northern Ireland including the impressive Mountains
of Mourne.

THE TOP FIVE WALKS?

Burren, Co. Clare: An unforgettable trip into an otherworldly place, this lunar-like
landscape is threaded with looped walks, rare flowers, and ancient ruins, many with a
backdrop of unbeatable views across Galway Bay. The entire Burren Way is a 123-km (76-
mile), pleasure-filled walk.

Silent Valley, Co. Down: Catch a bus from Newcastle and, after a two-hour
(undemanding) walk around this idyllic place, you will realize why it was so named.

Glendalough, Co. Wicklow: The gentle, three-hour circular Spink Walk takes you across
a wooden bridge, along a boardwalk, through conifer woodland and alongside the Upper
Lake with sweeping views over the valley.

Slievenamon, Co. Tipperary: An unmistakable landmark famed in song, there is an easy


http://www.discoverireland.ie/walking
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track to the top where a burial cairn reputedly contains the entrance to the Celtic
underworld.

The Barrow Way, Co. Carlow: Follow the Barrow River on a 113-km (70-mile) meander
through the forgotten Midlands, where countless historical sights pepper the pastoral
landscape. It’s a feast for wildlife lovers as well.

WEATHER OR NOT?

Irish weather is fickle, mist comes down quickly, and it’s easy to get lost. Check the
forecast and leave word with someone at your hotel about where you are going. Layers of
waterproof gear and fleeces are a good bet so you can strip off when the sun comes out.
Even though signposting is generally good in hill areas, bring a map: free walking guides
are available from regional tourism offices, but invest in Ordnance Survey Discovery
maps available at newsagents for €8.
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FANCESTOR-HUNTING
IN IRELAND
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More than 39 million Americans claim Irish ancestry, and the desire to trace those long-
lost roots back to the “auld sod” can run deep. Here are some pointers for how you can
make your trip to Ireland a journey into your past.

BEFORE YOU GO

The more you can learn about your ancestors, the more fruitful your search is going to be
once you're on Irish soil. Crucial facts include:

« The name of your ancestor

« Names of that ancestor’s parents and spouse

« His or her date of birth, marriage, or death

« County and parish of origin in Ireland

« Religious denomination

« The first place to seek information is directly from members of your family. A
grandparent or a great aunt with a story to tell can be the source of important clues.
And relatives may have documents stored away that can help with your sleuthing—



old letters, wills, diaries, birth certificates, and photos.

ON THE GROUND IN IRELAND

General Register Office.

Civil records—dating back to 1865—are available at the General Register Office. Records
for Anglican marriages date from 1845. | Werburg St. | Dublin | 01/863—8200 |
www.groireland.ie.

The Mellon Centre for Migration Studies.

For Northern Ireland, you can find information at the Mellon Centre for Migration
Studies at the Ulster American Folk Park. | Ulster American Folk Park, 2 Mellon Rd.,
Castletown | 028/8225-6315 | www.qub.ac.uk/cms.

National Archives.

These extensive archives include census records and, like the National Library, they
provide free genealogy consultations on weekdays from 10 to 1:30. A lot of the archives
are now online. | Bishop St. | Dublin | 01/407-2300 | www.nationalarchives.ie.

National Library of Ireland.

Ancestor hunters have long traveled throughout Ireland to comb parish church records,
but most of these records are now available on microfilm in Dublin at the National
Library of Ireland and increasingly through their online service. The library is a great
place to begin your hunting; you can consult a research adviser there free of charge. |
Kildare St. | Dublin | 01/661—2523 | www.nli.ie.

Public Record Office. | 2 Titanic Blvd., Queen’s Island, Titanic Quarter | 028/9053—
4800 | www.proni.gov.uk.

The National Archives has paved the way in putting historical census information online,
and the websites listed provide information about genealogical research.

If you’d rather not spend your vacation in a record hall, you can hire a professional to do
your spadework. The Association of Professional Genealogists in Ireland
(www.irishgenealogy.ie) will present you with a “package of discovery” upon your arrival.

The Irish Times newspaper also has ancestor-hunting resources
(www.irishtimes.com/ancestor ), and the National Library provides references for
professionals.
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IBEST [RISH GREENS
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The wonderfully alive, challenging natural terrain is one of the things that makes Irish
golf so remarkable. In a country where mountains and sea so often meet, scraggly
coastline and rolling hills of heather dominate the courses here, not the other way
around. Real golfers are challenged, rather than deterred, by the vagaries of the elements
—the wind, rain, and mist—and the lack of golf carts on courses in rougher terrain.
Naturally, links courses tend to be more prevalent in the coastal regions, while parkland
courses are found inland. Of the estimated 150 top-quality links courses in the world, 39
of them are in Ireland. Most of these leading courses were designed by celebrated golf
architects, such as Tom Morris, James Braid, Harry Colt, and Alister MacKenzie, who
capitalized on spectacular landscapes. Others—such as Jack Nicklaus, with his course at
Killeen Castle in County Meath—will continue in their footsteps.

PLANNING AHEAD

The top links courses can book up in summer, so if you’re after a prime-time slot you
might want to book well in advance. At other times you shouldn’t have too much problem
with a late reservation; pretty much every course in the country now has it’s own online
booking facility. Keep an eye out for the Irish Tourism Quality Assurance Shamrock when
choosing a course. Ireland is such a small country that you can easily sample courses of



very different topographies in one visit without feeling like you’re rushing around. Pack
for dressing smart casual and staying dry. Soft spikes are advised, and don’t forget to
bring your handicap certificate where possible. A shirt and tie may be needed in a few of
the posher club dining rooms.

KEEPING THE COST DOWN

While golf in Ireland couldn’t be called cheap, it’s often a great value when contrasted
with that other links haven, Scotland. There are great savings to be had if you’re prepared
to come off-season or if you avoid playing weekends on the expensive courses. Focusing
on the lesser-known, but equally spectacular, links courses can also cut your costs
dramatically. For example, Donegal is a county full of overlooked links golf. You can also
save by booking in a group, or buying a golf pass for a number of courses.

THE WEATHER FACTOR

You see all kinds of weather in Ireland—driving winds, rain, sleet, and sunshine—and you
may see it all in one round. There are no rain checks here. You play unless there’s
lightning, so pack your sweaters, waterproof shoes, and rain gear, especially if you're
planning your trip between fall and spring.

THE SUNDAY BAG FACTOR

If you don’t have a golf bag that’s light enough for you to carry for 18 holes, invest in one
before your trip. Electric carts are generally available only at the leading venues, so you
usually have the option of using a caddy or caddy car (pull cart)—or of carrying your own
bag. Many courses have caddies but don’t guarantee their availability because they’re not
employed by the course, so you may have to tote your bag yourself. Be prepared with a
carryall or a Sunday bag.

THE PRIVATE CLUB FACTOR

Unlike those in America, most private golf clubs in Ireland are happy to let visitors play
their courses and use their facilities. It’s important to remember, however, that such
clubs place members first; guests come second. In some, you’ll need a letter of
introduction from your club in America to secure your playing privilege. There are often
preferred days for visitors; call in advance to be sure that a club can make time for you.

THE DOWNTURN FACTOR

Even though it is experiencing a gradual recovery from the rapid economic downturn,
Ireland has seen a few courses close and a slew of them—mostly in the republic—drop
their highly inflated prices. A number of premium courses have been snapped up for a
song by wily foreign investors. Greens fees for 2016 are still a lot more reasonable than



during the boom years.

Ireland is now packed with newer premium courses all competing to undercut each other
pricewise—the “perfect storm” for price-conscious visitors who want to test themselves
against the best golf courses the country has to offer.

THE PERFECT LINKS

Ballybunion Golf Club, Co. Kerry. On the Old Course, one of the country’s classics,
each and every hole is a pleasure to play. Set on the shore of the Atlantic at the southern
entrance to the Shannon River, Ballybunion is famed for tough but pleasant golf,
epitomized by the huge dunes—great for a stroll but hellish to play out of.

The K Club, Co. Kildare. You’d have to be a nongolfer and a hermit not to have heard of
this course, one of the country’s most prestigious and demanding. Arnold Palmer
designed the main course, famed for its water obstacles and inland-links feel. The on-site
facilities are the best in Ireland.

Portmarnock Golf Club, Co. Dublin. One of the nation’s “Big Four” golf clubs (along
with Ballybunion, Royal County Down, and Royal Portrush), Portmarnock is a links
course near Dublin. Located on a sandy peninsula, it has hosted regular Irish Opens with
its 100-plus bunkers ready to trap amateur and pro alike.

Royal County Down, Northern Ireland. A lunar landscape makes this course as
beautiful as it is difficult. It has recently ousted St. Andrews as Golf Digest’s best course
outside the United States. The sea of craterlike bunkers and long rough reward the
straight and punish the proud.

Old Head, Co. Cork. Set on a spectacular peninsula jutting out into the wild Atlantic
below, the Old Head is the romantic favorite of Irish golf lovers. Often compared to the

Pacific sections of Pebble Beach, expect your pulse to race at the stunning views and
wildlife.

Royal Portrush, Northern Ireland. This grand old course has made it into Golf Digest ’s
top 10 non-U.S. courses. It’s a sea of sand hills and curving fairways, with the White
Rocks par-5 5th set on the edge of a cliff. Word has it (okay, Royal Portrush recommends)
that a long carry over the mounds to the right of the white stone will be rewarded with a
much shorter approach to the green.

Donegal Golf Club, Co. Donegal. This wild and wonderful course sits between the
shores of beautiful Donegal Bay and the shadow of the majestic Blue Stack Mountains.
From the 5th to the 9th you enter the “Valley of Tears,” a fearsome challenge of four
perilous holes made all the more challenging by feisty winds.



Doonbeg, Co. Clare. Recently purchased by Donald Trump, Doonbeg is a relatively new,

creative addition to the great tradition of Irish links. Gamblers beware at the treacherous

15th; anything long could run off the green and never be seen again. Making it to the 18th
is rewarded with mighty views of the ocean.
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Dublin is making a comeback. The decade-long “Celtic Tiger” boom era was quickly
followed by the Great Recession, but The Recovery has finally taken a precarious hold.
For visitors, this newer and wiser Dublin has become one of western Europe’s most
popular and delightful urban destinations. Whether or not you're out to enjoy the old or
new Dublin, you’ll find it a colossally entertaining city, all the more astonishing
considering its intimate size.

It is ironic and telling that James Joyce chose Dublin as the setting for his famous
Ulysses, Dubliners, and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man because it was a “center
of paralysis” where nothing much ever changed. Which only proves that even the greats
get it wrong sometimes. Indeed, if Joyce were to return to his once-genteel hometown
today—disappointed with the city’s provincial outlook, he left it in 1902 at the age of 20—
and take a quasi-Homeric odyssey through the city (as he so famously does in Ulysses),
would he even recognize Dublin as his “Dear Dirty Dumpling, foostherfather of fingalls
and dotthergills”?



For instance, what would he make of Temple Bar—the city’s erstwhile down-at-the-heels
neighborhood, now crammed with cafés and trendy hotels and suffused with a nonstop,
international-party atmosphere? Or the simple sophistication of the open-air restaurants
of the tiny Italian Quarter (named Quartier Bloom after his own creation), complete with
sultry tango lessons? Or of the hot—cool Irishness, where every aspect of Celtic culture
results in sold-out theaters, from Once, the cult indie movie and Broadway hit, to
Riverdance, the old Irish mass-jig recast as a Las Vegas extravaganza? Plus, the
resurrected Joyce might be stirred by the songs of Hozier, fired up by the sultry acting of
Michael Fassbender, and moved by the award-winning novels of Colum McCann. As for
Ireland’s capital, it’s packed with elegant shops and hotels, theaters, galleries,
coffeehouses, and a stunning variety of new, creative little restaurants can be found on
almost every street in Dublin, transforming the provincial city that suffocated Joyce into a
place almost as cosmopolitan as the Paris to which he fled. And the locals are a hell of a
lot more fun!






Dublin Past and Present

Early Days

Until AD 500, Dublin was little more than a crossroads—albeit a critical
one—for four of the main thoroughfares that traversed the country. It had
two names: Baile Atha Cliath, meaning Town of the Hurdled Ford,
bestowed by Celtic traders in the 2nd century AD; and Dubhlinn, or “dark
pool,” after a body of water believed to have been where Dublin Castle now
stands.

In 837, Norsemen carried out the first invasion of Dublin, to be followed by
new waves of warriors staking their claim to the city—from the 12th-
century Anglo-Normans to Oliver Cromwell in 1651.

Not until the 18th century did Dublin reach a golden age, when the
patronage of wealthy nobles turned the city into one of Europe’s most
prepossessing capitals. But the era of “the glorious eighteenth” was short-
lived; in 1800, the Act of Union brought Ireland and Britain together into
the United Kingdom, and power moved to London.

Political Turmoil

The 19th century proved to be a time of political turmoil, although Daniel
O’Connell, the first Catholic lord mayor of Dublin, won early success with
the introduction of Catholic Emancipation in 1829. During the late 1840s,
Dublin escaped the worst effects of the famine that ravaged much of
southern and western Ireland.

The city entered another period of upheaval in the first decades of the 20th
century, marked by the Easter Rising of 1916. A war for independence from
Britain began in 1919, followed by establishment of the Irish Free State in
December 1921 and subsequent civil war. In its aftermath Dublin entered
an era of political and cultural conservatism, which continued until the late
1970s. A major turning point occurred in 1973, when Ireland joined the
European Economic Community.

Boom and Bust

The 1990s and first years of the 21st century have truly been Ireland’s
boom time, set in motion to a great extent by the country’s participation in
the European Union. When Ireland approved the new EU treaty in 1992, it
was one of the poorest member nations, qualifying it for grants of all kinds.



Ireland quickly transformed itself into the economic envy of the world,
propelled by massive investment from multinational corporations,
particularly in the telecommunications, software, and service industries. In
2000 the government announced that Ireland was the world’s largest
exporter of software. But the later years of the Tiger were fueled by a
monumental property bubble, and Dublin, like most of the world, suddenly
woke up with one doozy of an economic hangover from which the locals
are only now beginning to recover.

Dublin Today

Today, roughly a third of the Irish Republic’s 4.5 million people live in
Dublin and its suburbs. It’s a city of young people—astonishingly so
(students from all over Ireland attend Trinity College and the city’s dozen
other universities). Many of them have their eyes feverishly focused on the
future.

Now that the economy has finally turned a corner, Dublin citizens can cast a cool eye over
the last 20 crazy years. Some argue that the boomtown transformation of their
heretofore-tranquil city has permanently affected its spirit and character. These skeptics
(skepticism long being a favorite pastime in the capital city) await the outcome of
“Dublin: The Sequel,” and their greatest fear is the possibility that the tattered old lady on
the Liffey has become a little less unique, a little more like everywhere else.

Oh ye of little faith: the rare ole gem that is Dublin is far from buried. The fundamentals
—the Georgian elegance of Merrion Square, the Norman drama of Christ Church
Cathedral, the foamy pint at an atmospheric pub—are still on hand to gratify. Most of all,
there are the locals themselves: the nod and grin when you catch their eye on the street,
the eagerness to hear half your life story before they tell you all of theirs, and their
paradoxically dark but warm sense of humor. It’s expected that 2016 will be an extra-
special year in the capital, as centenary celebrations of the fateful 1916 Easter Rising will
dominate much of the cultural calendar.



TOP REASONS TO GO

Georgian Elegance: Dublin’s signature architectural style makes its most triumphant
showing in Merrion, Fitzwilliam, Mountjoy, and Parnell squares.

The Guinness Brewery and Storehouse: A high-tech museum tells the story of
Guinness, Dublin’s black blood. At the top, the Gravity Bar has the city’s best views.

Thrilling Theater: Culture vultures won’t be disappointed with the classic masterpieces
and latest sensations at the Abbey, Gate, and smaller theaters scattered around the city.

Magnificent Museums: From the Renoirs at the Hugh Lane to the Tara Brooch at the
National Museum and the first editions of Joyce at the Dublin Writers Museum, Dublin
is one big treasure chest.

Trinity College: An oasis of books, granite, and grass sits at the heart of the city.
Highlights are the exquisitely illustrated Book of Kells and the ornate Long Room.



GETTING ORIENTED

Despite the seismic changes of the infamous boom-and-bust-and-recover Celtic Tiger
economy, Dublin happily remains an intimate capital that mixes elegant Georgian
buildings, wrought-iron bridges, a battalion of booksellers, and more than 1,000 pubs.
The heart of the city is the River Liffey, which runs east to west, splitting Dublin neatly in
two. The more affluent Southside has a greater concentration of sights, and it can seem a
world apart from the more working-class Northside. North or south, Dublin is compact
and easily navigated, making it a great walking city.

The Southside. Between Christ Church Cathedral and Trinity College lies a heavy
concentration of famous sights. From the quaint St. Stephen’s Green, to the stylish
shopping stretch of Grafton Street and west to bustling Georges Street, this is the heart of
Dublin.

Georgian Dublin. Though there are Georgian enclaves all over the city, the streets
around Merrion Square and southeast of Trinity form the city’s most important Georgian
district; to the west of the square four major museums sit side by side. Farther south lies
the Grand Canal and more Georgian splendor in upmarket Ballsbridge.

Temple Bar. The cobblestone streets and small lanes bounded by Wellington Quay and
Dame Street have been transformed into Dublin’s trendiest neighborhood. The nightlife
doesn’t stop at “last call,” and on weekends the streets are packed with young people from
all over Europe. The spectacular, retractable, giant “aumbrella” canopy that now
completely covers Meeting House Square makes it a year-round hive of activity and
creativity.

The Northside. Less affluent but more eloquent than the Southside, this neighborhood
was once home to James Joyce; today it’s the site of the Dublin Writers Museum and the
James Joyce Centre. Other highlights are the grand Custom House, historic O’Connell
Street, and Dublin’s two great theaters, the Abbey and the Gate.

Dublin West. This former industrial district stretches from Christ Church west to that
other Dublin shrine, the Guinness Brewery. Imposing Dublin Castle houses the Chester
Beatty Library—arguably the most impressive museum in Ireland.

Phoenix Park and Environs. Only a 20-minute walk from the city center, Phoenix
Park, Europe’s largest public city park, hugs the north bank of the Liffey. It’s the green
lungs of the city, home to Dublin Zoo, and perfect for a stroll or cycle. A handful of other
cultural attractions near the park also merit a visit.



DUBLIN PLANNER

WHEN TO GO

When is it best—and worst—to pay a call on the Irish capital? The summer offers a real
lift, as the natives spill out of the pubs into the slew of sidewalk cafés and open-air
restaurants. The week around St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) is, naturally, a nonstop festival
of parades, cultural happenings, and “hooleys” (long nights of partying) throughout the
city. Christmas in Dublin seems to last a month, and the city’s old-style illuminations
match the genteel, warm mood of the locals. The newly launched New Year’s Festival
Dublin (NYF) is an organized three days of music, spectacle, and craic to see in the first
day of the new year. The downside quickly follows, however, for January and February are
damp hangover months. A warm sweater is a must all year round, as even summer nights
can occasionally get chilly. Dublin gets its share of rain (though a lot less than other parts
of Ireland), so an umbrella is a good investment—and best to make it a strong one, as the
winds show no mercy to cheaper models.

PLANNING YOUR TIME

If You Have One Day

Begin with Trinity College—the oldest seat of Irish learning and home to the Old Library,
the staggering Long Room, and Ireland’s greatest art treasure—the Book of Kells, one of
the world’s most famous illuminated manuscripts. Leave the campus and take a stroll
along Grafton Street, Dublin’s busiest shopping street and the pedestrian spine of the
Southside. Take in a few shops and entertaining buskers on the street and at the end of
Grafton you will find yourself at the northwest corner of St. Stephen’s Green, Dublin’s
favorite relaxation spot. Head over to the northeast corner of the park to find ground zero
for the city’s cultural institutions. Here, surrounding the four points of Leinster House
(built by the earl of Kildare, Ireland’s first patron of Palladianism), are the National
Museum, replete with artifacts and exhibits dating from prehistoric times; the National
Gallery of Ireland (don’t miss the Irish collection and the Caravaggio Taking of Christ);
the National Library; and the Natural History Museum.

For a lovely lunch, head back to St. Stephen’s Green and the Victorian-era Shelbourne—
the lobby salons glow with Waterford chandeliers and blazing fireplaces. From St.
Stephen’s Green walk west for 10 minutes to pay your respects to St. Paddy—St. Patrick’s
Cathedral. If, instead, the Dublin of artists and poets is more your speed, hop a double-
decker bus and head north of the Liffey to the Dublin Writers Museum. End the day with
a performance at the nearby Gate Theatre, another Georgian stunner, or spend the
evening exploring the cobbled streets and the many cafés and shops of Dublin’s bohemian
quarter, the compact Temple Bar area, back on the south bank of the Liffey.



If You Have Three Days

Dedicate your second day to the areas north and west of the city center. In the morning,
cross the Liffey via O’Connell Bridge and walk up O’Connell Street, the city’s widest
thoroughfare, stopping to visit the General Post Office—the besieged headquarters of the
1916 rebels—on your way to the Dublin Writers Museum (if you didn’t have a chance to
visit on your first day) and the Dublin City Gallery, the Hugh Lane. Be sure to join the
thousands of Dubliners strolling down Henry, Moore, and Mary streets, the Northside’s
pedestrian shopping area. In the afternoon, head back to the Liffey for a quayside walk by
Dublin’s most imposing structure, the Custom House; then head west to the Guinness
Brewery and Storehouse. Hop a bus or catch a cab back into the city for a blowout dinner
at Restaurant Patrick Guilbaud at the Merrion Hotel. Spend the evening on a literary pub
crawl to see where the likes of Beckett and Behan held court, perhaps joining a special
guided tour. On the third day tour the northern and western outskirts of Dublin from
Glasnevin Cemetery and the National Botanic Gardens across to the majestic Phoenix
Park and the quaint fishing village of Howth. Back in the city, have tea at Bewley’s and
catch a musical performance at the Olympia Theatre or a play at the Abbey Theatre.

GETTING HERE AND AROUND

Air Travel

Dublin Airport, 10 km (6 miles) north of the city center, serves international and
domestic flights.

Airport
Dublin Airport. | 01/814—1111 | www.dublinairport.com.

Airport Transfers: Buses and Taxis

Dublin Bus operates the Airlink shuttle service between Dublin Airport and the city
center, with departures outside the arrivals gateway. Journey time from the airport to the
city center is normally 30 minutes, but it may be longer in heavy traffic. The single fare is
€6 and round-trip is €10; pay the driver inside the bus or purchase a one-day bus pass for
the same price. If you have time, you can save money by taking a regular bus for €3.30.
Aircoach’s comfortable coaches run from the airport to the city center 24 hours a day for
€7 one-way and €12 round-trip. The service stops at major hotels. A taxi is a quicker
alternative than the bus to get from the airport to Dublin center. A line of taxis waits by
the arrivals gateway; the fare for the 30-minute journey to any of the main city-center
hotels is about €20 to €23 plus tip (tips don’t have to be large). Ask about the fare before
leaving the airport.

Boat and Ferry Travel

Irish Ferries runs a regular high-speed car and passenger service into Dublin port from


http://www.dublinairport.com

Holyhead in Wales. The crossing takes 1 hour and 50 minutes on the faster Dublin Swift
and 3 hours and 15 minutes on the huge Ulysses. Stena Line has services to Dublin port
from Holyhead (3%2 hours). It also runs a high-speed service, known as HSS, which takes
about 2 hours and 15 minutes. Prices and departure times vary according to season, so
call to confirm. In summer, reservations are strongly recommended; book online or
through a travel agent. Dozens of taxis wait to take you into town or you can take a bus to
the city center.

Ferry Contacts

Irish Ferries. | Box 19, Alexandra Rd., Ferryport, Northside | 0818/300—400, 01/607—
5700 | www.irishferries.com.

Stena Line. | Dublin Port, South County Dublin | 01/204-7777 | www.stenaline.ie.

Bus Travel

Busaras, just behind the Custom House on the Northside, is Dublin’s main station for
buses to and from the city. Dublin Bus runs the city’s regular buses. Bus Eireann is the
main intercity bus company, with service throughout the country. Aircoach has direct bus
connections to Cork and Belfast, and is usually a bit cheaper than Bus Eireann.

In town, there’s an extensive network of buses, most of which are yellow and blue double-
deckers.

Some bus services run on cross-city routes but most buses start in the city center.

Buses to the north of the city begin in the Lower Abbey Street—Parnell Street area, while
those to the west begin in Middle Abbey Street and in the Aston Quay area. Routes to the
southern suburbs begin at Eden Quay and in the College Street area. Several buses link to
the DART and LUAS stations, and another regular bus route connects the two main
provincial railway stations, Connolly and Heuston. If the destination board indicates “an
lar,” that means that the bus is going to the city center.

Bus Fares and Schedules

In the city, fares begin at €1.95 and are paid to the driver, who will accept inexact fares,
but you’ll have to go to the central office in Dublin to pick up your change as marked on
your ticket. Ticket buying and the city’s heavy traffic can slow service considerably. Most
bus lines run until 11:30 at night, but some Nitelink buses run Friday to Saturday until
4:30 am on some major routes; the fare is €6.50. You can save a lot of money by buying a
Leap Card which works for the bus, DART, and LUAS (trams). You can even order your
Leap Card online (www.leapcard.ie) before coming to Ireland. Otherwise you can get a
card at shops throughout the city.

Bus Information
Aircoach. | 01/844—7118 | www.aircoach.ie.
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Busaras. | Store St., Northside | 01/836—6111.
Bus Eireann. | 01/836-6111 | www.buseireann.ie.
Dublin Bus. | 59 Upper O’Connell St., Northside | 01/873—4222 | www.dublinbus.ie.

Car Travel

Renting a car in Dublin is very expensive, with high rates and a 13.5% local tax. Gasoline
is also expensive by U.S. standards, at around €1.52 a liter. Peak-period car-rental rates
begin at around €230 a week for the smallest stick models, like a Ford Fiesta. Dublin has
many car-rental companies, and it pays to shop around and to avoid “cowboy” outfits
without proper licenses. A dozen car-rental companies have desks at Dublin Airport; all
the main national and international firms also have branches in the city center.

Traffic in Ireland has increased exponentially in the last few years, and nowhere has the
impact been felt more than in Dublin, where the city’s complicated one-way streets are
congested not only during the morning and evening rush hours but often during much of
the day. If possible, avoid driving a car except to get in and out of the city (and be sure to
ask your hotel or guesthouse for clear directions to get you out of town).

Taxi Travel

There are taxi stands beside the central bus station, and at train stations, O’Connell
Bridge, St. Stephen’s Green, College Green, and near major hotels; the Dublin telephone
directory has a complete list. The initial charge is €3.60 (€4 after 8 pm and on Sunday),
with an additional charge of about €1.10 (€1.40 after 8 pm and on Sunday) per kilometer
thereafter. The fare is displayed on a meter (make sure it’s on). You may, instead, want to
phone a taxi company and ask for a cab to meet you at your hotel, but this may cost up to
€2 extra. There is no charge for luggage. Uber and Halo (licensed drivers only) are used by
a lot of Dublin taxi drivers and hackney cabs.

Hackney cabs, which also operate in the city, have neither roof signs nor meters and will
sometimes respond to hotels’ requests for a cab.

Although the taxi fleet in Dublin is large, the cabs are nonstandard, and some cars are
neither spacious nor in pristine condition. NRC Taxis has a reliable track record. Global
Taxis is one of the city’s biggest but also the busiest. SCR Taxis has some of the friendliest
drivers.

Taxi Companies

Global Taxis. | 01/872—-7272 | www.globaltaxis.ie.
NRC Taxies. | 01/677—-2222 | www.nrc.ie.

SCR Taxis. | 01/473—1166.

Train and Tram Travel
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As a delightfully compact city, Dublin does not have—or need—a subway system. But its
LUAS trams and DART electric railway are a great way to get around the city center and
beyond. The DART (Dublin Area Rapid Transit) connects Dublin with the fishing village
of Howth to the north and the seaside resort of Bray to the south on a fast, efficient,
superscenic train line that hugs the coastline, providing one spectacular view after
another. But this line also runs through the center city with three convenient stations and
then continues to such seaside destinations as Dun Laoghaire, Dalkey, and Bray.

As for the LUAS tram service, it runs two lines right into the heart of the city, facilitating
easy access to sights like the Guinness Storehouse (James Street stop), O’Connell Street
(the Northside Abbey Street stop), and St. Stephen’s Green.

Tickets can be bought at stations, but it’s also possible to buy weekly rail tickets, as well
as weekly or monthly rail-and-bus tickets, from the Irish Rail Travel Centre. Leap Cards
work on the buses, DART, and LUAS.

Train Information

Connolly Station. | Amiens St., Northside.

DART. | 01/836—6222 | www.irishrail.ie/dart.

Heuston Station. | End of Victoria Quay, Dublin West.

Irish Rail-Iarnod Eireann. | 01/836—6222 | wwuw.irishrail.ie.
LUAS. | 1800/300-604 | www.luas.ie.

Pearse Station. | Westland Row, Southside.

Train and Tram Fares and Schedules

DART service starts at 6:10 am and runs until 11:30 pm; at peak periods—8 to 9:30 am
and 5 to 7 pm—trains arrive every five minutes. At other times of the day, the intervals
between trains are 15 to 25 minutes. Individual fares begin at €2.15 and range up to €5.75
one-way. You'll pay a heavy penalty for traveling the DART without a ticket. LUAS trams
run from 5:30 am until 12:30 am Monday to Saturday and 7 am until 11:30 pm on Sunday.
They come every 7 to 10 minutes at peak times and every 15 to 20 minutes after that.
Fares range from €1.80 to €3 according to the number of zones traveled.

Trains to and from Dublin

Irish Rail (Iarnréd Eireann) runs intercity trains connecting Dublin with the rest of
Ireland. Connolly Station provides train service to and from the east coast, Belfast, the
north (with stops in Malahide, Skerries, and Drogheda), the northwest, and some
destinations to the south, such as Wicklow. Heuston Station is the place for trains to and
from the south and west including Galway, Limerick, and Cork. Trains also run from here
to Kildare Town, Newbridge, and other west-of-Dublin stops.
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Meeting the Locals of Dublin

The most appealing thing about Dublin isn’t the sights, or even the great
pubs and restaurants. It’s the people—the citizens, the Dubs. They’re fun,
funny, and irreverent, and most of them love nothing better than talking to
strangers. So, to get the most out of your visit, make a point of rubbing
elbows with the locals. The pub is a natural spot to do this , but almost any
place will do. Ask for directions on a street corner (even if you don’t need
them), and you might be on your way to a brilliant conversation.

And mind the slag. “Slagging” is the Dubliner’s favorite type of humor. It
consists of mildly—or not so mildly—insulting a friend or a soon-to-be-
friend in sharp but jovial fashion. It’s best employed to deflate vanity or
hubris, but clearly marks out the victim as well liked and worthy. Packed
buses and late-night chip shops are classic slagging venues.

RESTAURANTS

With the Irish food revolution long over and won, Dublin now has a city full of fabulous,
hip, and suavely sophisticated restaurants. More realistic rents have seen a new cohort of
experimental eateries crop up alongside award-winning Euro-toques and their sous-chefs
who continue to come up with new and glorious ways to abuse your waistline. Instead of
just spuds, glorious spuds, you’ll find delicious new entries to New Irish cuisine like roast
scallops with spiced pork belly and cauliflower au gratin topped with a daring caper-and-
raisin sauce or sautéed rabbit loin with Clonakilty black pudding. Okay, there’s a good
chance spuds will still appear on your menu—and most likely offered in several different
ways.

As for lunches or munchies on the run, there are scores of independent cafés serving
excellent coffee, and often good sandwiches. Other eateries, borrowing trends from all
around the world, serve inexpensive pizzas, focaccia, pitas, tacos, and wraps (which are
fast gaining in popularity over the sandwich).

Dubliners dine later than the rest of Ireland. They stay up later, too, and reservations are
usually not booked before 6:30 or 7 pm and up to around 10 pm. Lunch is generally
served from 12:30 to 2:30. Pubs often serve food through the day—until 8:30 or 9 pm.
Most pubs are family-friendly and welcome children until 7 pm. The Irish are an informal
bunch, so smart-casual dress is typical.

HOTELS



Dublin hotel prices have been quick to recover from the economic slowdown and are in
line with the best hotels of any major European or North American city. Service charges
range from 15% in expensive hotels to zero in moderate and inexpensive ones. Be sure to
inquire when you make reservations.

As a general rule of thumb, lodgings on the north side of the River Liffey tend to be more
affordable than those on the south. Bed-and-breakfasts charge as little as €46 a night per
person, but they tend to be in suburban areas—generally a 15-minute bus ride from the
center of the city. This is not in itself a great drawback, and savings can be significant.
Many hotels have a weekend, or “B&B,” rate that’s often 30% to 40% cheaper than the
ordinary rate; some hotels also have a midweek special that provides discounts of up to
35%.

TOURS

Of course, Dublin is a walker’s city, and it’s a city full of storytellers. Put two and two
together, and it’s little surprise that Dublin is a particularly good place for guided walking
tours.

Bus Tours

Bus Eireann.
Day tours out of Buséaras, the main bus station, are run by this company to country
destinations such as Glendalough. | 01/836—6111 | www.buseireann.ie | From €28.

Dublin Bus.

Three- and four-hour tours of the north and south coastlines take in sights such as the
James Joyce Tower and the Casino at Marino. The one-hour city tour takes in Trinity
College, the Royal Hospital Kilmainham, Phoenix Park and other city-center sights. The
one-hour city tour, with hourly departures, allows you to hop on and off at any of the
main stops. Tickets are available from the driver or Dublin Bus. There’s also a continuous,
guided, open-top bus tour (€19), which allows you to hop on and off the bus as often as
you wish and visit some 23 sights along its route. The company also conducts a north-city
coastal tour, going to Howth, and a south-city tour, traveling as far as Enniskerry. |
01/873—4222 | www.dublinsightseeing.ie | From €22.

Irish City Tours.
City-center tours cover the main Dublin itineraries. | 01/898—-0700 |
wwuw.irishcitytours.com | From €19.

Pub and Musical Tours

Dublin Discover Ireland Centre has a booklet on its self-guided Rock 'n’ Stroll trail, which
covers 16 sights with associations to such performers as Bob Geldof, Christy Moore,
Sinéad O’Connor, and U2. Most of the sights are in the city center and Temple Bar.


http://www.buseireann.ie
http://www.dublinsightseeing.ie
http://www.irishcitytours.com

Dublin Literary Pub Crawl.

Loveable rogue Colm Quilligan arranges a highly enjoyable evening Dublin Literary Pub
Crawl, where “brain cells are replaced as quickly as they are drowned.” | 01/670-5602 |
www.dublinpubcrawl.com | From €10.

Traditional Musical Pub Crawl.

Led by two professional musicians who perform songs and tell the story of Irish music,
the tour is given April-October, daily at 7:30 pm, and from Thursday to Saturday, at 7:30
pm, the rest of the year. It begins at the Oliver St. John Gogarty and moves on to other
famous Temple Bar pubs. | 20 Lower Stephens St., Southside | 01/478—-0191 |
www.discoverdublin.ie | From €12.

Viking Splash Tours.

This is a big hit with kids. The amphibious ex—U.S. military vehicle tours the city center
before launching onto the water by the IFSC (International Financial Service Center, near
the Custom House). Kids get a helmet to wear and love terrifying native pedestrians with
the “Viking roar.” It runs year-round (less frequently from November to January). |
01/707—6000 | www.vikingsplash.com | Adult prices from €22.

Walking Tours

Dublin Discover Ireland Centre has an iWalk tour with a podcast audio guide narrated by
well-known historian and artist Pat Liddy.

1916 Rebellion Walking Tour.

This exciting walk outlines the key areas and events of the violent Dublin rebellion that
began Ireland’s march to independence. The guides are passionately political and the two-
hour tour never flags. They meet at the International Bar on Wicklow Street and operate
February through October, Monday to Saturday at 11:30 am and Sunday at 1 pm. |
086/858-3847 | www.1916rising.com | From €12.

Dawn to Dusk Photography Tours.

Explore Dublin with the eye of a photographer: Dawn to Dusk organizes day and night
walking tours of Dublin with an expert to help you get some unusual pictures of the
capital and its coolest sights. | Dublin | 086/065-8049 | www.dawn2dusk.ie | From €35.

Historical Walking Tours of Dublin.

Run by Trinity College history graduate students, these are excellent two-hour
introductions to the city. The Tourism Ireland—approved tours take place from May to
September, starting at the front gate of Trinity College, daily at 11 am and 3 pm, with an
extra tour on weekends at noon. These tours are also available October and April daily at
11 am and November to March, Friday—Sunday at 11 am. | 087/688—9412 |
wwuw.historicaltours.ie | From €12.

Trinity Tours.
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This company organizes walks of the Trinity College campus on weekends from March 17
(St. Patrick’s Day) through mid-May and daily from mid-May to September. The half-hour
tour includes the Book of Kells exhibit; tours start at the college’s main gate every 40
minutes from 10:15 am. There are generally nine tours a day. |
wwuw.ted.ie/library/bookofkells/trinity-tours | From €12.

VISITOR INFORMATION

The main Failte Ireland tourism center (known as Dublin Discover Ireland Centre) is in
the former (and still spectacular) St. Andrew’s Church on Suffolk Street and is open July
and August, Monday—Saturday 9—7, Sunday 10:30—3, and September—June, Monday—
Saturday 9—5:30, Sunday 10:30—3. There is a smaller Northside branch on O’Connell
Street that is open Monday—Saturday 9—5. There are branches in both terminals at Dublin
Airport and they are open daily 8 am—10 pm.

Dublin Discover Ireland Centre Suffolk Street. | Suffolk St. off Grafton St.,
Southside | 1850/230—330 | www.visitdublin.com.

Dublin Discover Ireland Centre O’Connell Street. | 14 Upper O’Connell St.,
Northside | 01/605-7700, 1850/230-330 | www.visitdublin.com.

Dublin Pass

Like many tourist capitals around the world, Dublin now features a special pass to help
travelers save on admission prices. In conjunction with Failte Ireland (Suffolk Street
office and at many other Irish tourist offices throughout Ireland), the Dublin Pass is
issued for one, two, three, or six days, and allows free (or, rather, reduced, since the cards
do cost something) admission to 30 sights, including the Guinness Brewery, the Dublin
700, the Dublin Writers Museum, and Christ Church Cathedral. Prices are €39 for one
day; €61 for two days; €71 for three days; and €105 for six days; children’s prices are
much lower (only €19 for one day). You can buy your card online and have it waiting for
you at one of Dublin’s tourist information offices when you arrive. Another plus: you can
jump to the head of any line at participating museums and sights. Get your passes online
at www.dublinpass.ie.
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DUBLIN’S SEAFOOD BOUNTY

Clarenbridge oysters, Carlingford Lough mussels, Ballina wild smoked salmon, Donegal
crab—the menus of the top restaurants in Dublin are now full of some of the most
flavorsome seafood on the planet. Surprisingly, Ireland has only recently fallen in love
with its own array of briny treasures, and thereby hangs a fish tale.

A somewhat apocryphal story about Ireland joining the EEC (European Economic
Community) in 1973 has the government being given a stark choice: you can farm or you
can fish, but you can’t do both. They chose to protect farming, and the result was the
massive overfishing by giant Spanish factory ships off Irish waters. This fact may, in part,
explain why Ireland—a relatively pollution-free, sea-surrounded nation—is not one of the
first places gourmands think of for great seafood. Historically, there was also a certain
snobbery about eating fish, as it was seen as peasant food only suitable for fasting
Fridays. Well, things have certainly changed in the last two decades.

TOP FISHY JOINTS

Some standout joints in Dublin go that extra mile. The oyster stall at the Temple Bar
Farmers’ Market every Saturday is something of a Dublin institution, where affordable
Atlantic oysters and white wine are downed alfresco. Les Fréres Jacques delivers true
Gallic panache to its lobsters. The no-frills Kingfisher is noted for its whole rainbow trout.

Smoked Salmon

From all corners of Ireland small producers are now making some of Europe’s finest
smoked salmon. Obviously, and perhaps unfortunately, the wild Atlantic salmon still has
a richer, more piquant taste than its farmed cousin. The word “wild” in the description
will tell you the fish isn’t farmed. The traditional smoking method uses only Irish oak,
which gives it a very distinctive, subtle flavor, and deep orange color. The best way to
enjoy smoked salmon is over some toasted Dublin brown bread with a simple squeeze of
lemon and some coarse black pepper to add that little extra tang.

Irish Chowder

It’s the pint of heavy cream and density of mussels tossed into the mix that makes Irish
seafood chowder such a great snack on the run. It’s also a dish that even the most humble
of eateries doesn’t usually mess up, although the general rule still applies: the nearer to
the coast the eatery is located, the better its chowder. Regular fish stock is often used but
clam juice—an Irish specialty—also adds to the unique flavor. Enjoy chowders at Ireland’s
great seafood festivals: the Galway Oyster Festival, the event in Baltimore in West Cork,
and the Killybegs festival.

Fish-and-Chips



Every Dubliner will argue about the best place to get their favorite fast-food dish of fish-
and-chips, but few will quarrel with the fact that cod, ray, and haddock are the top three
battered delights to go for. Interestingly, the descendants of 1950s Italian immigrants—
with names like Macari and Borza—are the recognized masters of the battering art, and
you’ll find one of their eponymously named shops in almost every neighborhood. Tip: a
single portion is usually enough to feed two!

Seaweed

Yes, the Irish are slowly discovering the delights of farming native seaweed for use in the
kitchen and elsewhere. Irish seaweed is usually gathered along the western seaboard,
dried, and then sold in small packets, a bit like herbs. Look closely at restaurant menus
and you’ll find dulse, carrageen moss, and various kelps and wracks all turning up to add
spice to risottos, salads, soups, breads, a