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ﬁv BOTH PARTIES WATCH
FOR REACTION TO YITE
o ANTI-LYNCHIWG BILL

L

Washington, Fob. 25.-~ The lardors of both parties heve
their enrs to the ground for thoe rocectlon of tho publle to the |
vote on Februnry 21 which 1nid noide the federnl anti=lynching bill
in order to toko up the Presldontla 8250,000,000 rolief progran.

Tha White Houme i rloo raportoed to be deeply inturested
in how the country will rocelye tho leying nslde of the nntl-lynch-
ing mensuros

It wae roported here, upon the highest authorlty, Mondny,
Tollowlng tho veto of 58-22 to takd up the rolief monsure, that
if the protestc nnd indignation from the people woerd in sufficlont
volume, something would heove to be done nbout lynching before the
end of the prosent soaaion,

Tho Gavagon=Wagner-VanNuys sntl-lynchlng bill is not off
the Sonnte e~landnr antirely and enn be callod up Tor considerntlon
whenever the opportunity seems favornbla. The bill neroly hns lost
its preforred position on the eanleondnr.

The vote on Fobrusry 21 vwos nrccadud-by n sharp debate be-
twaen Senntor Buarkley, majority lendor, nnad Senater Charles L.
MoNary, Republiernn minority lepder.

Scénator MeNary, in defondins the votes of the Republicans
ngoinot cloturs, chriged that thoere hod baen very little enthuslnsm
for the bill on the part of thoee Dennernta who were suppoogd to
ba for it. Ho sprid that oven 17 the Ropublicans had voted for
eloture, there would not hrve boon enough votes to ooarry 1t.

In reply¥, Soenator Borkley stnted thnt all the spoeches
that hnd been delivered for the bill had been delivared by
Democrnta and thrt not n single Ropubllean hnd opokon excopt :
Benntor Borah nnd ho had spoken nrninst the blll.

Sonntor Wngnor roforrod to the frot that he h~d beon
aub jected to grint porsonmi nbuse boonuse of his sponsorship of
this bil]l, but stated that he would not pny ~ny anttention tn that
gince he qulavad in the mopsure and thought it was benefleinl to
humnanity. Ho declared sovornl timas in the courac »f his remarks
that the fight for the bill was not boing given up, but that 1ito
supportera would net stand in tha wny of relief for thousands of
neady Américnns, white apnd blpeks He onld he fully intended to
enll up tho bili at the first opportunity nnd thnt ho would con-
tinue to work for lto pnsango.

S8onntor Wognor ot first attempted to make a motisn that
tha Sennte take up the rolief bill, but poatpono nction on the
anti=-lynching bill only until March 28 whon it would be taken up
agnin ns the pending business of ‘tho Senate. Tho opponenta of the
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Af it wore to bo brought up and thus delny conaldoration of tha |
relief bill, : .

]

Just bafore the votg wap takon, Scnator Gporge W, Norris |
of ﬂqbrnskn statod that he belioved that the passngo of the anti-
lynching bill wopuld rcopon old Civil war wounda botiween tho North
nnd the South, snd thnt all poople would be worae off than they
hnd been before. He enild he thought the South had done yory well
siith the Negro problem and that the-government ought noti to do any-
thing eoxcept nllow the Bouth to solve 1t.

It wno the conconpus of oplnicn among some of the veteran
nowspapdr corraspondants haroe and oditors of Wrnohington news infor-
mation goervieas that the 47=day fillbuster hnd done nora gnnd for
tha Megro ~nd tho couac of eclivil libortlies than would have bean
done hnd the bill panned, Thouvo obgervars are of the apinion that
thoe southern filibustaorers pndo such o porry :iresontation of thelir
gage that the country sees nmore clearly than over the plight of
the Negro in the South and knowos moro aboaut lyneching now than 1t
aver did befora.

Howevar, the N.A.A.C.Pa, through Walter White, its pecretary,
let it be wnown thot whiloe 1t apprecintes the fact that the fili-
buster p-t the Bauth on tho gpot, 1t belleves that ns soon ns the
préesen®t excitemont dies dnwn, Yirnchings will proceed nnd the stntes,
as usunl, will do nothing about thome. The negocintion declrred that
1% doos not intond tn give un tho fipght egninat lynching nr for o
fadernl nnti=-lypnoning bill. .

8nld kr, Whito:

"The slde=tracking of the snti-lynching bill is, of
coursg, n bitter dceg for all those, north mnd south and of nll
rancea, who hnvoe workad so long for 1ts naen-mo.

"But the oemorgency notura of tho, rolief BL1l grve no
other alternative. Both monsurva - relief nnd nnti=-lynching - worae
almed at the sllevistlion of human suflfaring.

"The fdeht s not endod nor over will bo ended until
lynchilng ond £11 that 1t connoten 1o wipod rut.. Wo wish to exprosa
our Jdoap npprocintion to Senntur Wnsnos and ather aonntors who
loynl%r, nnd in the fneoe of bitter nbune and poroonal attncks,stood
firm.

Mr. White pointod out that aineo thisc bill hrs been under
dlascusslay,; a totpl of 8 lynchings hrve boeon raportod as being pre-
vonted anloly on its acenunt.

WALTZR WHITC THREATENED
;F’#Fﬂﬂ_-ﬂ WITH LYHMCHING AS "T=3T"

Now Yorl, Fobs 25.~ A0 o "pure test" of whother ar nat
lynchings nro dying out in thoe South, one South Carolinn oditor hnb
suggoated that Weltor White, soorstery of tho N.AGAC.P., o Into
thae Doop Sauth ~nd nrke hineolf knmm.

The adltor declares that AL Scerctrry White Aid not "wind
up at the end af n pope” he could roturn to the Nerth and withdrow
the nnti=lynciiing bill bocnuss ho could bo surae thon that lyneching
wna nll but stopped. Tho complete cditerinl, writton by W. W.Bruner
of the Batsoburg-Loosville Twin City (S5.C.) News, follows:

_ "If Walter Wnite, Mogrq hend of the Asaccintion for the
Advaneepant of the Colored Race, ~nd thoe unrolenting force

bngk of the ~nti=lynching blll, whnts tn mnke n tost of vhether
or not lynchinge have nll but stopped in the South, he should
drop dotm in oopa sectisn of the Deep South ~nd nrko himgelfd
known. If hie dove not wind up at the end of the repe, ho enn
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' NEW EDUCATION BILL
“WOULD BZ FAIR TO RACE

Washington, Feb. 25.- Negro schoals in staten hnving
sepnrate schosls youlld recaive a foir shnroe of government funds for
cdugnation Af the recemmendationg of the ndvisory comnittee an educa-
tlon are followeds The comnlttec sont o rensrt to President Roosevelt
recontly, urging an expenditure of $855,000,000 from the fedaprnl
tropsury ovor n neriod of slx yonra to nid the otates with cducntions

- 4

One of the recomaendnti-ns follows:

"Far nll S8trtes nolntalning sepnrate schonls for

Nopgroes, the esrnlttee roeormonds thet the Feodernl grants

be conditisned unon Joint plana providins an equitnble

distributlon of the Federnl Tunds bptrecn whitoe and Hegro
scho ilo, without rodueing the sroportl n of Stnte and loeal

Tundy npant on Negro aghanls,

Tila recormendntion is in llno with the propaanle urged by
the Natinal Coorilinating Connlttoo last enring, Which wna conpbsad
of numerous Neproe nnt nlxad nrganieations including the N.A.A.C.P.

ANTI-LYHCHING FIGHT:
DEFICIT I8 1700

New Yorlk, Fubs 25.-In countin- up the cosot of the long
fiiht for tha anti=lynelilng bill, the N.A.A.C.P. announcod todny thrt
its deflecit in the anti-lynching fund ia §1700 in Tound figures. The
gxpanacs of the rijht fron Novomber 15 thrmush February 22 totpl

2,767,

Enphaslzlng thnt tho fizht, na in noot enses, wns conductod
on A sasestrin;, Jdopanding upon supoort from thie country, the NeAsA.CuR
issued an nappenl £9r contributisone, lar-o and aénall, to make up the
deficit.

g "Of course, no one could prodiet that the filibuster would
run for slx weeks,” Wnluicr White onld, "nnd anch wookt mennt ndditiongl
oxpondltures for our lobhy in Waghin~ten. Wa belleve tha nrnti=lynching
flght 1a worth nany tinaa this defielt and wo nppenl to the country
for contributions to wipo it out,"

WAGNER AND HCIZLLAR
TO DEBATE LYNCH BILL
IN PADIO BROADCAST

Wnahilngton, Fobs 25.~ In the  dobnte Hinday, Februnry 21,
preceding the voto to tn%te un the Prosident's relief bill rnd lay
asidy the anti-lynehin: bill, Sonatnr Asburt F. Wrpner of Maw ¥Yark,
in his spoech, stntad thnat ha woulld n oon the rndila to apaak foar the
billl. Senntor Konnoth HoKollas of Tonneasce, who hno opposed the
bill, rese nnd ot-tud, "sone of us an thoe nther sido will {0 tn the
country,too.” Sonntor Wagner quiekly neked hin if he would spoenl
over the radio with hin on the b11l and MeXollar repliocd that he
Would. The officicla of two brondensting chnins have been
approached for tioe when the two senators can debnte the rntie
lynching bill before o radio audionet, As noon ne Aefinito rlang are
made and time 1o nosiined, full publicity will be givan,

Note to Editoray

; Wo write this spueinl nate to nay tribute to the fight
whieh Bonntar Roburt.F, Waonor of How York mnde for the anti-lynching
bill, Notwithstanding 4is ten Zays »f illncas and the enarmous
preasurc brousht to buar wpon hin fron within rnd without the Sonnto,
nnd notwithatandin;, ncst of nll, the avalanche of porsonal nbusa
which has boon heoped uson hinm fop his spongorehip of this leglelation,
Senntor Wngner kopt atondfnntly nnd Taithfully to his tnalk, We focl
that n lettep frou you on your prpoer's staticnery axpressing appre-~
elation for tho affovrta Banntnn Tnman Rnd mrde w17 bncmbo? soe



Muy 25, 1938

MUy dour Mr. White:

I wu sorry to say that the Prealdent
ia not poing with me to Morpantown. He is poing
to Arthurdale and I regret that Lo cannot have
8 conference with Mr. Fox. However, I shall be
vory glud to wee Mr. Fox if it can be arranged
at the dedicution cerasony. In the meantime
I will see what cun be dope by the i.PiA. and
the H.O0,L.U. psople here. A8 to the mine areas,
I wa afraid thers 18 nothing thoet can be done
nhcu#t them.

Very sincarely yours,

o ahlTur b T
Erwivaineua ),

e I AT T P
BJd LIrth nid,, .02



June 1-6,. lgn

Four e, Wultes S

I will write to dr, lﬁmu bout
specsing for you fa Colusbus the enc of thia
sonth,

Tiung you very nueh for your kKina
thought of s, Schelder. She & ppreclited your
Eood wlaies, and T am glug to sny that sho 1s
doing vir, well now.

Very sincerely jyow gy

Mr. Walter Whitc
67 Fif'th Avenue
XC

e
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e e Would you be willing to express to [, ..J.DL'.I- ddns a
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June 18, 1938

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

Thank you for your letter saying you
will write to Mr. Hopkins, but Mr. Lavid K.
Illes informed me over the telephone two days
ago that it will be impossible for Mr. Hopkins
to speak at our Columbus Conference.

However, Mr. Aubrey Willlams will spesk
for us, and thus we will have a representative

of tha W.P.A.
Ever since ely
l\-- urn CA_}{\-LE._

Eacretary

Mra. Eleanor loosevelt
Hyde Park
New York

/BB
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RETURN TO
MRS. ROOSEVELT
THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN.

s
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L K?Z A
My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: i

Here are the front snd editorial pages of
|the Charleston, South Caroline, News and Courler of
June 16 which have a bearing on ihe conversation I
had with the President at the \WWhite House on April 12,
The paper was sent to me-in an envelope of the News
and Courler, which has teken great delight, as you
perhaps know, in agsalling the President end myself.

Slnce the bews and Courler is supporting
Senator Smith, this story was obvlously sent to us
with the hope that we would glve publicity td it,.

I wish you would show these to the President
after you shall have read them. £

Ever sinpcerely,

PN SRTA v ol
Secretary
Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt

Hyde Park
New York

Wi /RR
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the London market flod
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ministraticn is “hands off”
paylng 1 effect that the
per | cent for all candldates.

men. that i

president s zeso
Good judg-

When Smith Walked South

Smith &t Sumbier “They (Brown and
Juhpston) would nave walked out of the
eanventlon, too, il they had had the pred-
ance of mind and the. guts to do i
jot's don't take that for granted, Messrs.
Brown and Johnston may deny It If they
wani to, they can. 1s it pot the fact that

the Priladelpnia convention walked out and a shrewd Scot who

awsy Irom the South? Smith, he walked | Rewspaper. He \raveled in Europe, and
south. he saw the newspapers tilled with the
et dolngs and misdolngs of the peers and the

Information en Etiquette Wanted

“When 1 go o Washington (Governar Q,
1 p Johnston s snnounclng In Sumter) 1 83
{ ln 1o sea him, but did those who criticized
:+ me for anmouncing frem Wwashinglon ever
get In to see Rim?" Well, a cat may look
at & king, but some ents that are alley cals
and mot pets, must ook from afar off. What
wee would like to know, for the enlighlen-
men: of anothes who may get In o see him.
iz whether one should prosirate h

upan entering and walk backwards
his presence when leaving.

Would Dodge the Question

Johnston at Sumber; “How, it
you are & hundred per center, are you far
the anti-lynehing hill? If you are nol, you
ar. not 0 nundred per cenler any mara than
{ Tam" (It we were Governor Johnston We
! would dodge that question.) Has not the
governor sald i substance thal Were the
anti lynching bill passed he would not be
active ms governor 1o prevent

Iynehings, leaving it to-the federal gov-
{ ernment? Would President Roosevelt go 100
pes cent for & governor who talked llke
that? Would nat Walter White, Robert Vann,
Jullan Ratney and other colored national
lenders of “our parly” make it hot for the
president it he did? President Rocssvell has

i hever uttered B word against the anti-

.

t lynching bill.

The Avengers of Crime
‘Blow-ups end cleanups of wice' condl-
4 thonk, engineered by the good are of bene-
At to the state. and may be necessary now
and then, Talk nbout them on the huslings
E:lﬂﬂtmnn!uﬁqcm'b!. 1n more than
forty ¥Cars of observation from @& #Dewss

Smith %o

sty ® s
la
cqgmpanied with palns and some gname-
facedness. It
skill in New York,
by fthe
the society pages of The

gentry—and
nEwspapers. Ba,
town (New York, nol Charleston), he se-
lected a company
ta be of an American peersge and geniry.
The old man had
that the masses wished to read about the
aristocrals, 0
thickly on ceriain names, not loo MAny.
and the masses ale up the stuft

{1lustrious, belewelled and resplendent pra-

geny
ehurch,
jn the streots lest the peorerd prevent the
peets from getting®into 1t and

striving for it in Chicage manifestly ae-

though It s menated
tablolds and plelure weeklies. In
The Times the ancesiors
nd bridegroom are never neglected, nor are
pir clubs, "prep” schocls and colleges. Cer-
i tags as & rule are placed on the aristo-
rals. The pdmissicns are not free, which
tn say thal ihe innumerable herdes of
non-rich stay out

Arlstocracy s indispensable to a really
igh-toned metropolitan journal. The first
pea It was James Gordon Bennetl the eld-
onee worked on our

returning 1o the old home
of persons and ralsed them
Seot's wit and perceived

he spread his printer's ink

They still do. When 2 palr of the mope

are io oo married in St Thomas's
s regiment .of police s requlred

Ly ver =
main lssue of the campa’
ple of South Carclina el
senator . . . who will a
uphold the hands of
Franklin Delano HRoosel
is mistoken in that %
the moment, is whether
Franklln Delano Roasevi
Delano Johnston,

——

Continually

Mr. C. L. Blease, als
nor, at Lexinglon: uFe
stood in the forum @
comars with my o
= The popula’
571 in 1880 and L7384,
been continuously Inc
century even if the &
wote caused by wono
gollen.

Tell A

The Greenwood T
that mp error Was mi
president of the Johr
but we wish The I
what the John De la
is dolng. Is it & cha
gchaal, or both, or wl
particular niche doe

out of it. In
whe throng are all classes of people, excepl
the aristocrals, and It includes some of the
hdles of the CLO and the Ameriean Labor
ariy.
There 18 nothing like this to be witnessed
Charleston or Gavannah, or even In At-
1. Birmingham, of Charlotie.
in the South averybody bent of seeing
{he knot tied” usually -sees it In Bauth
arolina nothing is quite s0 eaEy a8 1o get
reied, and nothing s gquite so hard a8
get unmarcied. It s mot so in
ties where the aristucrats Jive, though the
ng is not & public speciacle.
e

Why Object to & State Deficit?

plate deficit
applause from
ence between paying
state defieit
ditference belween
dledee.

tweedledum and twee

The Wage-hour Measure

paper desk we have seen South Catolina
| purged washed clean apd aterilized at least
gight or ten Hmes, put Lt has peves inter-
feres with our ten-tenl ante contests. WwWe
: hop lo see all gents who bel two dellars on
j ny of ihe racca now absorbing the interest
chiefly of persons wha pay the “entry” fees
praperky punished by the avengers of crime.
1t grand juries snd petit jurles drawn from
the people do their duty. all that will be
left for governom is to abetain from Inter-
ferency with ihe senienced of convicls.

1 Taking the Joy Out of Vienna

i The Mazl regime Is changing Vienna The
.bumrﬂ:ilhdlﬂbrﬁhnmmnm

wheel, It has becn decreed that dawdling
in coffee shops

must cease, that tzlgane

The wage-hout Law will, In time, prove 2

humbyg—unless e country became an ad

tocrncy ruled by a despal.

Ma such law can be enforced
racy. Mo law can
get more Lhan his

With a mintmum

in & demos

day's work s worth,

e weeded out of industry and pauperized.

It may, it probably will, cause confusion,

distisrbance. In many states, South Carclin

is one of them, it will be violated by indus-

tries If they cannol conform to it and sur

wlve,

Laber will rebel against ff if and when

Iabor discovers that it kills jobs.

The Volstead sci

The speaker of ihe house of representas
{lves of aur great state, e, Blatt, predicts a
af 4,000,000, That ghould elleit
all 100 per ceniars. The differ-
taxes to liquidale &
and n national deficlt is the

enable a man lo Barm ar

wage fixed by law men
and woman wha can’t produce its value will

was violated, It created

cost? Why was it i

ington:
property lax.”
and Courler has be
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Dear Mr. White!

_ I gliowed vour letter to the
Preuiﬂaﬁt, and he nugpeated thet you
talk with lovernor Cramer Just aa gnan
ag vou pet to the Virgin Ielends.

I hope that you and “re. White

and the children have a grand trip and &
very enloynble stay in the Ialernds.

Cordially yours, : mds

Mr. Walter White



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 29, -1938.

MEMORANDUM FOR
MRS, ROOSEVELT

Tell him to talk with the

Governor as soon as he gets there.

F. D. R.



Faui.R.

Anytt o
ything yor want him
m 1o pesart on?
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June 18, 1938

JUN #2153

At long last 1t looks as though I am going
to make thet trip to the Virgin Islands. Mrs. VWhite,
the ochildren end I plan to sail on July 14 end to
spend about a month in and around the Virgln Islands.
There is a possibility also that I may write an

My dear Mrs. Hoosevelt:

" article comparing the progress made in the Virgin

Islends with that in Tortolas and aome of the other
Caribbesn 1slands.

It occecurred to me that perheps you or the
President might wish me to lock into some apecific
situations while there. If so, I shall be glad to
render whatever service I can.

With cordlal personal greetings to you and
the President and my congratulstions upon the
scquisition of & new daughter-in-lew,

Ever ﬂincerily,

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
Hyde Park
New York

W /RR
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Ly dear lirs. Noosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE | e
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

WALTER WHITE

Hor WiLkins
ARSISTANT BECRETART
EDITOR, THE CAIEIE
CHanLes H. Houstom
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THURGDOD MAREHALL
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WiLLiAW PicrEns
GIRECTOR OF BRAMCHER

Darsy E LAWPEIN
FIELD SECRETARY

JuamiTa E Jacesom
SPECIAL ABRISTAMT TO THE
BECHETARY

BECAETART

(Dictated June 50th)

I cannot tell 'you how rmch it neans

to ne that you sent
to lir. Johnson, He

of our time,

aver s

- NMoosevelt
Hyde Park,
liew York

W iCTP

that lovely [loral wreath

was one of the great souls

nearely,
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September 28, 1938

My dear Mr. Vhite:

The President was deeply touched
by your thowht of him wnd looks forward to
receiving the clguretts box. Unfortunately,
he 15 4o busy thot he hus cunceled YUY
appolntient for the prosent on account of
the forelg: uituntion. Howovur, I will be
glud to @ee you hero between the Bth and llth
of Qetober, .or in New York City on Uctohor 2
if you prefer that. Othervise, we will huve
to wult until the President feels that he can
naks wugagsaonta.

Vury eincessly yours,

Hr. Welte White
N.A.A 2. P, i
69 Firth ave., NYC T:DD
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Ly dear lirs. Roossvelt:

«hen your son, James, was in the Yirgin Islnnds he
fuwr o sandideh tray nade of logal nahopany in the shane
of a Tania leaf, which had beoen nade by the ldeal co-
operative, lileh he adnired preatly. Ile asked +hat one

br: Weinrgust il be nade up for you. Several vere nude but Ir. Vieter

Lir, Walter tray Cruanp
[T

Ml un

liabert T, §vlasy
PEmobiil Lhavta Liv bida
Phuagies 1Y Faboose ¢
Vawla B Ganma

Vv, Jobr Linynes Bl s

Bornn, head of the local coopirative, was not satisfied
vith any of thew until one was nade vhiile lirs, 'hite and
I were there this suirier. I broucht it baclk te £lve to

Ler. Wililam Lleyd s JUIICS L0 present to you. Sinece he apparently 1411 not

Lhr, Jatin H. Julinsun

lontrbopt 11 Letwss - D@ oUt of hospital for sone tine, I wvant to turn it over

Bl Capablos (rlay
Alaky Whilte Ovisglan
dJummia 15 JRobiiews
Adibar L. Bplogera
Charkeas 1. Biudia
Mo Charbes B, Toe)

v

Uklubpms (liy Brssos Dunjes
Thillndalplin Isndors Marily
=k Loals dillney M. Fednoesd

to Fyou.

I also hud then nake g clgarette. box for the Presi-

br et Wrew  dent, uhich I think 1s one of Clu loveliest pleces of
e Wilitnea s Koo WOOAwork I have ever seen. To ny surprise and pratiri-

cation vhen I went dovm to ray for the one for the
fresident they had qwmde an exact duplicate for pe,

Talladegn, Ala,  Mav, Joseph W. Kicholecy

Tegrbn, Has. Hon, Arthisr Cappsr

Waslilnaton Hon Willinss 1L Masite 1 wrote the President fron the Virgin Islunds tell-

Chadles Edward A
B CBarlon DL, Tl

Frr. Bellaaisnl Vales Wl

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE

w ing hin about his »resent and soying I vanted to present
it to hin and you und to tall over the Virpin Islonds
situation ut his and your convenience. I nerely nention

Anbur U Selagars, ¥aw Yerk, chbess this now because I know the internutional situation is

Wlerkrley, Uullf,  Walter A dlordun
IR biwin T, Dok
Vesmilirlilge, Masa, Fulle Frankfurio
barlesbun, WY T, G. Hutter
@ Lleugs Irvla . Molileon
Edonrd 1, Marsis
Uabunekla, =, 0%, M. J. Fredarick
borle, Pa. Wiillam ¥. Tlhig
1= Angeien Thamas L. Urifliila, Ji
Wlg s, WY e, Lduyd Qarrisan
Raskylile, Vrune & Alesasder Ly
B Werk Dludsrt T L luisy
Morvis L. Ernst
Arther Gardeld lays
Harl K. Ldowsllyn
J s BEAT
Marbari K. Brsekion
. Uharies JL Budln
Philladedplolu Francls Niddis
Vidaburgh Homer B, Brean
Toleda, Whiu Juase b, Healip
Wil T, MeMubahit
Washluglon Charkes 11, Vcuston
Tzt A Minsedn

Wilmbngtes, Ul Tambe L. Medding

Ll

such thut his tine und yours will bLe occupied flor quite
u while. But vhen the two of you have o Tew ninutes to
spare, I do want to see you both und io precent these
two beautiful specinens of Virgin Islund hundieruft, and
to tell you about soue of ny observations ihere,

. J1th cordial personal grevtings, I an
kver sincerely,
| SRR
Lrs. Lleanor Hoosevelt

lyde Park,
Ilenr York,

“\LhoTR
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My dear lMrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you so much for your nice note of
September 28,

All our hearts have gone out in sympethy
and gratitude to the President during these last
few trylng deys. As for myself, I can only hooe
that the agreéement reached lust night may not
lead to perhaps even more terrible war.

It would be nice seeing vou here in MNew
York on October 2, ms I would like very much to
have lMrs. Thite joln me. If you would be good
enough to have somedne notify me the hour when
we mey call I will be grateful, 1iv home telephone
number is IDgecombe 4-9311.

- I anm sending this letter both to
/ashington and to your Vew York address,

Ever-sincersly,

krs, Eleanor HRoosevelt
The . hite Fousea
«ashington, D. C.

\A/RR S
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Uctober 10, 1938

[ear Hr. ¥oite:

T con cee wiy Governor Cruser's speccu struec :
terror toltie souls of those ru.idng tie Virgin I.Lands
comnanies an! .y otle 8 rho uo wwt wisk to confura to
the W.es wu Hours act.

T wis ulso interedted to rean Wr, Durlaw's letter
on the Lospital «nd T am ot at .11 aurorised at his
LoIwer to you. T Per ii1: interest in whether or nok
the Virgin Tileads buve u uospitsl 15 not very active,
Hls greatest {nter<st lu actully in the leaal adgpect
and tile cofncides with some of ay former vxperionces
with the goutleg.n,

I lo nov know If we can ever reslly atraiphten
out this fight in tue Virgin Islanus, but T ax very
happy to now ullttle uors whout it then T olu before
2nd T aa glad you found a0 memy of the things good.

T sb.ll 'e interested in your articles in tie
Saturd.y Evealng Post, enu T su inclinded to Lotk
. toat Governor Cremer should recelve +11 of our gupport.

Viry sincerely yours,

r. Walter White
6% Fifth Aveaus
WYC

o e e
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October 3, 1938

Dear lirs, Roosevelt:

iirs, Vhite, Jane, Valter and I certainly
did enjoy that wvisit with you yesterday,

Here is material on the Virgin Islends you
suggested I send you. It is as follows:

1. TJopy of letter deted September 28 from
Mr. Ickes.

2. Copy of letter from me to Mr, Ickes of
September B9, :

3. Copy of apeech made by Tovernor Cramer on

the anplicability of the Vages and Fours
D111 to the Virgin Islands, which speech
was made in St., Croix on July 31,

I had hoved to stay over in St. Croix to hear the
speech. OGovernor Cramer attempted to arrange to
have me return from St. Croix to St. Thomss in a
Navy plane on the morning of August 1. But the
Navy authorities informed him that they eould not
transport me since I had no officisl position., T
thus had to lesve St. Croix by boat at the same
hour that Governcr Cramer's mesting began.

Governor Cramer's speech has been charmcter-
ized by certain people as being incendiary. But I
was told in both 5t. Thomaes and St. Croix that there
had been a misunderstanding sbout the actusl pro-
vlisions of the liages and Hours Bill. Severasl of the
continental americans had complained that their
house servants had informed them that the Government
"was going to pay everybody in the Islands two
dollers a day."™ You can imagine how disturbed some
of the continentals were when the aversge wage of a
house servant 1s ten to twelye dollars a month,
some of them being pald as low as six to eight
dollars & month,

Governor Cramer's speech was, therefore,

LNDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 218 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK



lirs. Eleanor HRoosevelt - 2
2

i{nspired in part by the necessity of letting people on the Islands
know exactly what the Wages and Hours Bill provided and to whom
the provisions of the act applied.

In saying this I do not in any way take sides in the
present controversy between the Governor and the officiasls of the
Virgin Islends Compeny. I had planned to become involved in it in
no way. But the matter was brought up in the interview reguested
by ir. Ickes.

At the risk of putting on you too much reading matter,
it might be well for you also to see the enclosed conles of corre-
spondence regarding the nospitals, leprossrium and insene asylum
in 3t. Croix which I had while in the Islands with Messrs. Ickes
and burlew. :

with cordisl greetings,

Ever sinocerely, ¢
N\ i

i LW ¥ vy
Secretary
lirs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The Yhite House
‘rashington, L. C.

R/RR

———T —



THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WﬁﬁHIHGTﬂH

September 22,1338

My dear Mr. White: A
I understand that you are-planning to write some
articles as a result of your trlp to the Virgin Iselands.
From what I hear 1t 1s posslble thaﬁ_you may ﬁava gean
only one side of certaln situatiund'éhara and if you feel
like it I would like to talk to you about one or two matters
in which I am sure yuQ,gfu 1ntqreﬁbéd as a result of your
visit. (k ;I Ij

¢

Naturally, f:pgvgfﬂbt the slightest desire to suggest
any ooloratinﬁ of what you might write any more just as r
I am Burs thaﬁfycu w ld wieh to present a polnt of view that

could not be aaﬁt;tnad by the facte.
Sincerely yours,

(3igned)
Harold L. Ickes

Secratary of the Interior

Mr. Walter White,

Secretary, Natlonal Association for the
Advancement of Colored People,

69 Flfth Avenue

New York City, New York



—————

September
28h
{ 1938

Mr. Johns X 14 you of my effort to talk with
Boyd Brown, a . guyested, and of my learning upon
telephoning that he had left for the Virgin

T—EE zxled by the whole situation with
respeg : nt feud between Mesars. Brown,

VR Governor Cramer. I am aleo very
py the fect that smpparently rumoras of
ite widespread., For example, several

aiked me if it is true that Governor
itog-be replaced as Governor of the Virgin
slands by Dr. Gruening. I, of course, told them that
I kn nothing whatever about any such plan. Agaln,
shorft 1y after I talked with you on Tuesday, I ran inte
a connected with the Republlican National Committee
having read in the newspapers that I had been in
Virgin Islande, asked me 1f it were true that there
is gnoing to be a "big blow-up in e Islande". 8o,
apparently, there is something injthe air which might
bode 111 for the welfare of the people of the Virgin
Islands, which is my primary interest,

I am puzzled aleoc by the statement you made to me
that you had had “complalnts® from Messrs. Brown and
Herrick and others that I had not sotten in touch with
them while I waa in the Virgin Islanda, I am sure you
will agree with me that "oomplaints" is m queer word
to use in view of the fact that I went to the Virgin Ia-
lands at my own expense and in no officlal capacity.

I made a special trip to 9t. Croix to see the Virgin
Islande Company, homesteading projects afgd to talk

with every person from whom % thought I could get aoc-
g::;t; 1n§nnmntion. I found to my diaappointment that

r._Brown and Mr. Herrick-were in the U
States. I talked with Mr., James Tily *hohﬁann:;:: ao-
cperative and courteous; with Mr. Leslie Hunt who,

-



while not discourteous, was considerably leas friendly for

gome inexplicable reason, particularly when I sought speciflic
information on the financial status of the Virgin Islands

Company; and Mr. Axel 8hade, & native Virgln Islander who

geemed to know more about the manufacturing end than anybody I
talked with. As I told you on Tuesday, I left a note on Mr. Brown's
desk, which wae forwarded to him in Washington. He wrote me a very
courteous letter, which I recelved while I was in the Islands, tell-
ing me of the work he has been doing in Washlngton.

Most puzzling to me also Was the tone of your letter of
September 22nd in which there seemed, to me, Ko be an assumption that
either purposely or otherwise I had taken 8 8 in the mntroversy.

Had it been anyone other than yourself I wou have resented thla.

I 4id not resent it, however, because through|our long years of
acquaintanceship I have learned to kn spect your honesty.

Let me say, for your information, that I in the least interssat-
ed in personalitles or 1ntardezggjmsqtal diffe eces of opinion. I

am deeply intereeted in the Vir ~3iglands, firat, becsuse of the
people of the Ieland itself @ ssible importance of the Virgin
Islands to the United BState ent. As for Governor Cramer, he
was most cooperative while and I were in the Islands. He
gaw to 1t that I met every o d1-of the Government, including Mr.
Harry E. Taylor, Adminlstrator t. Croix: Dr. Knott, Dr. Knud-
Hansen, Mr. Victor B e ornn, Mr. Fred Dixon and others.

I was particularly e sse 1th vernor Cramer's repeated in-
=istence that I no nly talk \with officials but that I talk with
homestaaders and eWebrybody elwe who I thought would be able to glve
me & true picture. e and me agailn Governor Cramer sald to me
that he wan rti »l riticisms of himself and of hie adminle-

tration 8 they mtght consider these criticlams and correct mle-
takes whl they might be making unwittingly. In all my contacts

with him resslon that not only did he have nothing to
hide but ous to have constructive criticism no matter how

gevere th emeé might be.

Coming fresh from the Ielanda and with thle background of ob-
gervation and experience there you will perhaps understand why I am
puzzled at the apparent determination to get rid of Governor Cramer.
I sense & nervousness which I cannot fathom. Knowing how many
people, some of them in high places, want to see the Virgin Islands
experiment fail, I know you share with me the hope that the fine
work which has already been done in the Islands may not be destroyed.

Incidentally, Dr. Robert C. Weaver visited the Virgln Islanda
while I was there. Judge Hastie arrives in the United States next
Tuesday and will be in Washington a day or two after reaching New
York., May I offer the suggestion that it might be helpfub for you
to talk with them? .

With cordial personal greetings, I am

- Ever slncerely

(Signed) WALTER WHITE
Hon.Harold L.Ickes Secretary
Euﬂmtnw.nugutmnt of the Interior
Washington, D. C. :

P«8. = Sinece Mr. Brown is not awallable for the interview you



suggested, 1s there anyone else you would wish me to talk-to
before I write the articlss on the Virgin Islands which I have

planned to write?
WH.

&



Copled from =

THE INEST END NEWS
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Frederikated,Virgin Islands
Wedne sday , August 3, 1938

* GOVERNOR LAWRENCE W. CRAMER'S ADDRESS ON WAGES AND HOURS BILL
Delivered at Lower Bethleheh, Sunday, July 31, 1838,

| ¥

Bagle In Program;

The Wages and Hours Act passed at the Third Sesalon of the Seventy-
fifth Congress and approved by the President on June 25, 1538, ie a basis
element in President Roosevelt's program to atrengthen the economio g8ye=
tem of our ceuntry so that we may in some measure avold the breskdowns
which have charzcterized it in the past generetion. In the National )
Industrial Recovery Act of 19353 much the. same purpose wae embodied ag is
attempted to be accompliehed by the Wages and Hours Aet. The method
employed in the case of the NIRA was through cooperative action on the
part of industries and the government to prevent certain practices such
8 wage cutting and excersive working hours which were practiced by a
emall percentage of business men who were seeking to gain & larger
ehare of competitive markets by reducing pricés at the expense almost
%holly of labor. That was struck down by the Supreme Court of the United
States. The elaborate organization which had been butlt up under it
collapsed with the Supreme Court's decision in the 80-called Schechter
Case.

During the three sesslons of the seventy-fifth Congress President
Foosevelt has made continuous and vigorous efforte to secure the enact-
ment of a wages and hours bill which Would meet the test of the courts
and which would accomplieh the results intended in the National Industrial
Recovery Act in its aptlication to labor conditiona ang wagea. Pregi-
dent Roosevelt's efforts met with considerabl: opposition both within
and without his own political party. He has risked the political leader-
ship of his party to accomplish a great reform because of his convietion
that permanent industrial recovery in the United States could not be
achieved unless certaln practices of our competitive industrial ayetem
were modified or removed,

. Better Wages Needed

Economlete have for many years made the point that under consumpticr
of consumer's goods in this country with its enormous power of production
has perlodically eripnled our industrial system. America's great contri-
bution to industrial development is in the field of mase production of



o

goods, in many cases at constantly decreasing prices, bacause
of organizational and engineering efficlency in mase production
industries, and especially because of the enormous market for

oods in tﬁa free market within the tariff walle of the United

tates., Mass production depends on maes consumptlon. Mase con-
sumption in turn depends on the abillty of the rank and file of
consumera to purchase goods. Consumere, wWho are ln very large
measure laborers, cannot purchase and consume goods unless they
themselves are employed and employed at rates of pay which make 1t
possible for them to purchase the necessltles of 1life. Recurrent
unemployment crises have seriously reduced the capaclty of laborers
and employable persons to purchase goods, which in turn has reduced
the total market for consumption goods and destroyed the possibili-
tiee of mase produetion industries to operate profitably and at low
cogts.

It 18 of course 1lloglcal to refer to "overproduction® in such
goods as wheat, pork, clothing, bullding materiamls and others when
one-third of the Nation is underfed, underclothed and inadequately
housed. It 1s this contradlction which the Wemee and Hours Act is
intended to etrike at., If 1t succeeds in putting in the hands of
potential consumers the means to purchase this wheat, pork, clothing,
and these building materials, the over production which has dlsorga-
nized markete and caused businesse depresslons will disappear. The
Praddent's program as expressed in the National Industrial; Re-
covery Act and in the Wages and Hours Act therefore has the merit of
etriking directly at a baslc fallure in the pecullarly American con-
tribution to the world's industrial development.

Act Needas Study

The preclse terms of the Wages and Hours Act are worth study
to determine not only the underlying philosophy of the law in re-
lation to our national economy, but also to determine thelr appli-
cation to the few industries of which we can boast in theee ielandas.
Sectlon 2 of the billl prescribes the reasons for the enactment of

the law and the purposes intended to be accomplished by it in the
following terma;

®*The Congrees hereby finds that the exlsetence, in
industrlies engaged in commerce or in the production of
goode for commerce, of labor conditione dgtrimental to
the maintenance of the minimum etandard of living neces-
gary for health, efficlency, and general well being of
warkers (1) causes commerce and the channels and instru-
mentalities of commerce to be used to spread and vper-
petuate each such labor conditions among the workers of
the several states; (2) burdens commerce and the free
flow of goods in commerce; (3) constitutes an unfair
method of competition in commerce; (4) leade to labor
dieputes burdening and obdructing commerce and the
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fr free flow of goods in commerce; and (5) interferes
Wwith the orderly |and fair marketing of goode in com-

merce.

"It 18 hereby declared to be the policy of thls
Aet through the exercliee by Congrees of its power to
regulate commerce among the several States, 'to correct
and ag rapidly as practicable to eliminate the conditi-ns
above referred to in such industries without substantially
curtalling employment or earning power."

It will be noted that Congress has confined itself to legia-
lating on only what 1s within its constituti-nal power, Congress
may not under the Conetitution enact legislation directly regu-
lating commerce and lndustry within any 8tate of the Union. Under
the Constitution Congress has power only to regulate interstate
commerce; that is, commerce between the 3tat:cs or between persons
within one 3tate and persons outside that State. This limitation
of Congresslonal power in the Constitution 18 a basic conelderation -
which must be kept in mind in determining the effect of the Wages
and Nours Act. The provisions of the law affect directly only
persons engaged in industrles produeclng goode which are confined
within the borders of a state or territory, In other words, a manu-
facturer who might produce rum in St. Crolx and whose entire oroduct
18 sold locally eo that none of his product enters the channels of
interstate commerce will not be required by the terms of the Wages
and Hours Act to pay the minimum wages-specified in it. On the
other hand, a producer of rum who manufacturers that product for
sale both locally and in the United States will be directly affected
by the terms of the Act. Thus, to determine whether ar not the
provisions of this law directly affect any given industry in the
Virgin Islands, consideration must first be given to the question
of whether or not the business involved is engaged in interstate
commerce only, or intrastate or local commerce. 1In the former case
the law applies fully; in the latter case 1t does not direetly apply.

e,

Congreas hae made certaln exceptlions in the law and has eatab-
lished certaln definitions which mut be carefully considered and
interpreted before 1t is possible to determine whether or not the
Act applies directly to any given business operation. Congrsse has
excluded agricultural operations from the business which are
directly affected by the law. It has made a careful distinction
between certaln types of procesging of agricultural products and in
agme cases has exempted from the application of the law such processing
activitieas, From the terms of Sections & and 7 of the Aot 1t 18 clear,
however, that the processing of 8ugar cane into raw sugar or rum 18
intended to be subject to the wage provisions of the Act, That 1ie,
persons who work in sugar factories or in rum distilleries whoss
product is shipped to the United States or elsewhere outside the Virgin
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Islands, must recelve the minimum of 25 cents an hour epecified

in the Act, However, persons engaged in the cultivation and har-
vesting and dellvery of sugar cane to sugar factorles or rum
dietilleries are not directly affected by the law elther in ite
provisions relating to weges or to hours. A speclal exceptlon 1s
made in Section 7 of the Act with respect to sugar factories, which
permits employers engaged in thle business to employ laborers for a
work week in excess of 44 hours during the grinding season, pro-
vided that the grinding season does not exceed 14 work weeks 1ln any
calendsar Year.

. gectlon 3(4) of the Act exempts from 1ts application the Unitead
States or any State, territory or polltlecal subdivision thereof, when
acting in the capacity of an employer. This sectlon is nossibly open
to several interpretations, but it is my confldent expectation that
the Government will apply Eo its own operations which mizht be covered
by law the same scale of wagse and hours as 1t imposee on private in-
dustry. In fact, the Rellef Act of 1538 speciflcally makea such
provision for projects flnanced from that appropriatlon act.

The Acet requires that employers who are direatly affected by
it shall, from its effective date, whih 1s October 25, 1538, pay
not leas than 25 cents an hour to persons employed by them in the
productlon of goods for interetate commerce. Thls minimum wage
remaina in operation until October 24, 1939. From October 25,
1939 employers affected by it must pay not less than 30 cents an
hour to each employee during the perlod from that date until October
25, 1945. Tharsafter such employers shall pay their employees a
wage of not less than 30 cente an hour in accordance with orders
issued by the Admlnliatrator of the Wages and Hours Act. The Adminis-
trator 1s authorized to convene what are known a8 industry committzeas
within each given induatry, whose duty it will.be te recommand a
minlmum wage wlthln a given industry which may not be lesa than 30
cents but which may not be more than 40 cente an hour under certain
gulding principles set forth in B8ectlon 8 of the Act. Undoubtedly
there will be lssued by the Administrator a comprehensive and detailed
body of regulations which will determine the method of appointment

of industry committees and Other meane of enforcing the provisions
of the Act.

Employers directly affectad by the Wazes and Hours Act are
prohiblted from employing persons who are engaged ln interatate com-
merce for a work week longer than 44 hours during the year from
October 25, 1938 to October 24, 1339, They are prohibited from
employing such workers for a work week longer than 42 hours during
the period from October 25, 1330 to October 24, 1940. Thereafter
they are prohiblted from employing such workers for a work week longer
than 40 hours. Certaln exceptions are made to this absolute require-
ment in the case of seasonabl industries and in the case of contractual
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agreements between bona fide labor unions and employers: but

in all other cases persons who are engagzed in intarstate commerce
who are employed for a work week in excess of the hours specified
in the law, must be paild time and one half for all ovartime work,

Many close questions of interpretation will arise in the
enforcement of this law., A body of administrative orders will be
developed which will determine the preclse working out of its terms.
The courts will undoubtedly take part in the clarification of its
interpretation. No one can at the present time give an "officlal
interpretation” as called for by one of the loecal newspapers, which
will answer all questions of interpretation and apolication which
may be raleed under the law. The "officlal interpretation® will be
developed over a period of years as experlence indicates and as
the realities of a complicated industrial system dictate. A great
and important policy has been lald down which will in 1its operation
make for slgnificant changes in the economy of the nation. No one
is able at the present time to describe all of the effects which will
proceed from ite adoption.

You will note that I have repeatedly referrzd to the "direct"
effecte of this law in its apolicatlon to certain types of industriasl
actlivity. Without question there will be enormous changes effected
by the law in an indirect way. It is highly improbables, far instance,
that workers engaged in an industry such as the sugar industry will
make 80 sharp a differentiation as does the law between its two
parts., By the law the sugar industry is divided into two elements,
one of which 18 the cultivation and harveating of sumar cane which
is not directly affected by the Act, the other of which i& the
processing of augar cane after 1t 1s harvested which, on the other
hand, ia dlrectly affszoted by it. Employers engazed in an industry
which 1s thus made a dual industry by the law and who must give to
thelr employees engaged in that portion of which 1t falls, within
the terms of the law the minimum wage specified in 1t, will undoubtedly
be subject to pressure from organlzed labof %o increase wages to a
greater or lesser extent for those of their employees who are not
ilnmediately engaged in the interstate comnerce part of their business,
In other words as one group of workers in a glven community is granted
lncreases of wages, other workars in that community will demand 1in-
creases to a level somewhat approaching that of the workers affected
directly by the law. Likewise, skilled workers and supervisory
workers who are now being paid wages in excess of the minimum ea-
tablished in the law will demand incresses in their wages so that
they in turn will continue to be wages ln excess of the minimum es-

. tablished in the law will demand i¥ereases in their wages so that
they in turn will continue to be wagesa pald comparably in exceass of
the lowest paid workers ae were pald them prior to the enforeced
lncreass of wages to the lowest pald workers. These indirect effects
Will undoubtedly take an anrreciable time to work out and may be the
cause of temporary maladjyetments and disturbancea.
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There have been mutteringe by certaln employera of labor

in the Virgin Ie}lands who Bhall be left unnamed, that the Wages
and Hours Act should not have been made to apply to the Virgin
Islande. In fact, I have been criticlzed for falling to do the
imposaible 1in securing from Congress a speclal dispensatim for
Virgin Islands products which enter interastate commerce so that

those engaged in thelr manufascture and shlpment would not receive
the benefits of the Abt. I confess that I have made no effort
whatsoever to secure such an exception. In fact, I rejoice that

the bill hae been enacted and that it does effect businesses in

the Virgln Islands. As I understand the Fresldent's policy, the
bill was intended to apply precisely to the situation that exists
in the Virgln Islanda Just as it does in the Southern States of

the United States. Here, as in those Southern States, labor
has been pald wage which are less than that required to maintailn
& subsistence level. Serious reglonal maladjustments have developed
in the United Statew of which we are happilly an integral part,
arlsing out of the difference in wage scales betwsen the northern
and southern sectiona of the country. Businesses were deserting
areae 1ln which they had long been established and were moving to
other sections of the country where labor wages and cmnditions
were at lower levels, The businessman who thus tranaferred hlas
business cannot be blamed for dolng so, because price competition
compelled him to take advantage of every legltimate means by which
he could reduce hls operating coste. Thls transfer of factorlee has
meant the loss of employment to thousands of persons previously
engaged in galnful and useful occupatione and has inatead meant

the employment of cothers at lower rates of pay. The competition
from factories established in areas of low wage scale has seriously
endangered the entire complex of wage levels in the natlion. Although
there 1la reasonable ground for some differentiation of wages between
the cold sections of the country and the milder muth, that differ-
entiation should not be great and should not be permitted to dndanger
eatablished wage scales won after many years of sacrifice and effort.
Because the purpose of the President in pressing for the adoption
of & national wagee and hours bill included the removal of exceasive
wage differentlale between various septizns of the country.*'I can see
no reason why the Act should not apply to the Virgin Islands. I feel
thle the more stronzly because the worker in the low wage area las
the one who has borne the burden. The public interest requires that
no group of workers in any section of the nation should be compelled
or permlitted to work for wages below the subsistence level.

I am conascious of the fact that a difficult psriod of readjust-
ment is before us and that individual businesses will need to study
their methods, practices, and managerial policies with a view to meet-
ing the new requirements lmposed on them by the Act. The prohhets
of doom will deplore 1ts enactment and 1ta operation and will be
ready to prove to you from their booke that thelr businesses cannot
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be operated under it. In his speech before the Natlonal Rdu-

cation Assoclation held at the Worli's Falr Groundas, Naw York,

en June 30, 1935, the President made the following observation:
"If you have followed the arguments of financial
experts over the last few years, you have guessed that
they have as many theorories of keeping books as there
aré enda to serve. They do not always agree on the
definition of capital, and they even dlsagree on what is
an asset and what 18 a llability. That 1s true both in
private businees and in government,"

The point made by the President 1s one that should constantly
be borne in mind because 1t has an important bearing on the guestion
of whether or not an industry can continue to operate under the pro-
vlelons of the Wages and Hours Act. A company's boiks mell=0t Lany
¢ifferent factors which make for ite success? or uneucessful oper-
ation. Some of these factors may be variables|and others may be flxed,
All of them are reflected by the books kept by the company, which
merely reflect them but do not control them. If wages and the price
of a glven product produced by a company are fixed, varlables such
as good or bad management may account for the prgfitable or un-
profitable operation of the company, I ﬁ peat that 1t is probable
that no one can foresee the full effectd of the Wages and Hours Act
on the ecomomic system of the nation, and, therefore, I believe
that the books of any given company which reflect conditions that
exisied in the past will not necessarilly give a clear picture of
whether or not the same company will be able to continue under the
new conditions imposed by the law gnd the effects which will flow out
of 1t. Without questicn, en competitors in any gilven industry
are prevented from undercutting wg 8 below & minimum figure, the
price structure in that indystry 11 become firmer and will tend
to absorb uniformly - led-ad ional operating costs. Increased
mechanization will’resilt, Improved personnel managemsnt will de-
mand and secure eater lgbor efficlency. Wiee managements will
alter the policies of the bueineseses to meet the new requirements
lald down by the law and . meet the new conditions imposed by 1it.
These new canditiong will”place an increased responsitflity on
management to-conduct any given business prodently and efficiently.
Whether or not it does so will be reflected in the books of the
business in black or in red talk.

To summarize briefly, therefore, the Wages and Hours Act applies
to certain bueinees in the Virgin Islands, such as the sugar and rum
proceseing factories, which are engaged in interstate commerce; it
fixes minimum wages and maximum hours for workers employed in those
businesees, it does not apply directly to agricultural activitien; it



imposes added responsibllity on management to elimlnate waste |
and inefficiency; it will compel inereased labor efficlency.

Qur great President, Franklin Foose wlt, hag succeeded after
a gallant fight in effecting a major reform in our industrial
system. Let us not be what he has characterized as "yes-but men",
let us not say that we agree with his polley but that we cannot
or will not agree with his method of carrying 1t out. Let us rather
follow his great leadership and exert every effort possible on Qur
part to carry out his humanltarian and economicelly wiee program.
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Charlotte Amalle,
Virgin Ielands
Aupust 4, 1938

My dear Mr. Ickes:

I am spending a few weeks in the Virgln Iselands with my
famlly on 'a combination of vacatlon and the gathering of
material for one, and perhaps two, articles on the successes
and fallures of what haes been attempted here. I am qulte
enthusiaetic about the homestaading, cocpﬁkative, and housing
projecta, the adminietration of the courte; and about certain
phases of the Virgin Ielands Company's acoamplishments.

But the facilities, or perhaps, to be more accurate, the
lack of them, in the héspitals, especially in Bt., Crolx, have
shocked and almost nauseated me. Thg condltian of the insane
asylum in Saint Croix 1as beyond doubt the woret I have ever seen
anywhere, while tig asylum in 8aint Thomas is 1ittle better. At
Saint Crolx, a seotion of concrete wall fell from the dilapi-
dated building recently, while a sgetion of the concrete flaor-
ing of the gallery 18 ip ‘such.condition that 1t will undoubtedly?
fall as soon as a strong gust gf wind hits it. When one con-
glders the almost complete ab EEGE of facilities for tre=atment
of these poor unfortundtsas, 13; ould almost be merciful for some
of them to be placed uﬁhgr this elab of flooring so that when
it falle their misery may be ended. I was informed that a P.W.A.
foreman, not long since, cut down shade trees which gave some
refuge from the noon-ggy sun because the roots of the trees were
undermining t 3 wall out the asylum. In any event, the poor
devllas were htiddled pléerably under the stalrway to the gallery
to escape the byrning sun.

Almost as bad are the conditions in the leper colony and in the
hospitals at Christiansted and Frederlcksted. The bulldings are anti-
quated and wholly inadequate to the needs. Because there are no
bulldinge for isolation of tuberculosls patients, there were two
actlve cases 1n the open ward at Chrisetiasnsted in which thers were
aleo mothers who had Just given birth to bables. X-ray, ambulance
and other equipment are either antiquated or dilapidated through

long use at both 8aint Crolx hospltals, The eltuatlion at Saint
Thomas is somewhat better.

The brightest spot in an otherwlise depressing ploture is the
excellent work being done by Dre. Knud-Hansen, Knott, Moorehead,
S8loane, and their associates, including the nurees. Really heroie
work is being done by them in the face of handleaps which would
break the spirit of less devoted men and women. The remarkable
work they have done in reducing incidence of malaria, filaris,

syphilie, leprosy, infant mortality and other diseases 1is bayond
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all queastion a chapter of service to humanity to be proud of .

When I discussed the condition of the hoepltals with Governor
Cramer he told me that an aprlication for a grant to condgruct new
hospitals in Saint Crolx and additions to the hospital in 8aint
Thomas is now belng considered by the P.W.A. May I most vigorously
urge favorable action on that application? In my| opinion it would
pe & sheer waste of money to try to patch up the present plante.
Entirely new bulldings and equipment are needed, not only to
minieter to the immediate health needs of the islands, but to per-
mit extension of the research and preventive work in treatment
of maladies pecullar to the troplcs.

When I return to the States in geptember I will be glad to come
in to talk over the sltuatlon and conditlions re, should you wish
me to do BO. ‘

Sincerely
(Signed) Walter4fmite '

Honorable Harold L. Ickes
Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.



THE BECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Aug. 19,1938

Mr. Walter White,

Villa Falr View

Charlotte Amalie,

8t. Thomas, Virgin Islands.

My dear Mr. White:

In the absence of Becretary Ickea, who is Alasks at the
present time, I acknowledge receipt of ebter dated August 4
regarding conditione in the Virgin Isl cularly the lack
of adequate hospital facilities and the dalapldn&rg condition of
the leprosarium and insane asylum: +» Croix. ™~/

Governcr Cramer could have gixg
stitutions are under the jurit
governments of the Islands and\px
¢éarried in the local budgetse. O
la interested, and Congrass-hs
meet the municlpal governas
acquired from Denmark Ap zalao,arge sume of money have been
allocated to the Islagds by thel Federal Emergency Relief Adminis-
tration, Worka Progrea gtration, Publlie Works Adminietration,
and various other rel os for thelr rehabllitation. Natur-
ally the Depar ren-guided by the Governor's Judgment as
to prioritie onslde g aml approving the projects.

aingd to you that these 1in-

of the resp=ctive munlecipal
afon for thelr maintenance is

ge, the Federal Government

gw annual appropriatlons to
*\F ever since the Ielands were

It 18 ¢
contalined 1
Ialands, the
Public Works

ently, in accordance with authorization
enacted by the municipal counclls of the
iled a large number of epplicationa with the
tioan, including the following .nrojects:

Reconatruction and extenslon of, repalrs to,
improvements and equipment of Municipal Hos-
pital in 3t. THOMAB. .. cs srsnannsisaaass $92,000

Construction of, repalrs to, and equipment of
mynicipal hospitale(B8t.Croix)..........s 850,000

These applications were on a loan and grant beeis and had to be
dlsapproved for the reason that the muniecipalities of the Virgin Is-
lands lack the power to borrow money or issue bonds, Govempr Cramer
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was Informed of this declsion in & radlogram addressed to him under

date of June 29, also in subsequent communications dated July 12

and July 18 addressed to him by the Acting Directior of the Divieion

of Territories and Island Possessions. I cannot underatand why he

did not inform you that it was a legal barrier and not & matter of

administrative inaction which prevented approval of the Virgin Is-
lands projects by the Public Worke Administration.

When you return to the continent in SBeptember I hope we may
have an opportunlty to discuas conditiona 1n the Ialanda.

S8incerely
(8igned) E. Burlew
Acting Secret of the Interior

—



Villa Falir View
Charlotte Amalle
8aint Thomas
Virgin Islands

23 August 1938

My dear Mr. Burlew:

I have received your airm er of August
19th replying to my letter of uat 4th addreaqe; to Secre-
tary Ickeas,. B

On re-reading
remotely lmplying a criticleg
And, certainly, I am nat conch
departmental sctivities and com
am greatly surprised and—dtsappo

I find nothing even

with details of intra-

cations. Therefore, I

sed that your reply should
¥ the Department and

Cond
as¥luma in the Virgl
lieved Secre
conditionse ared to a disinterested outsider and would wlsh

I observed in hoepitale and
dhocked and sickened me. I be-

by your reply was 80 markedly different
motivated my letter to Secretary Ickeas.

Ever sinocerely,

(81igned)
WALTER WHITE

Hon. E. E. Burlew,
Acting Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

Pepartment of the Interior.



October 10, 1938

Lear Mr. Whiten g

T helped this girl imst year and will
belp her sgain, but I want to fecl sure it will
zeen somathing in the future sod not be souetuing
teaparary, Wiil you lst me know what you think?

Very sinceraly yours,

Mr.Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
NYC “—, Margaret Innias

NYC




HATIONAL OFFICLRS

PALBIDENT
J, E. SrisgaRn

CHAINMAN ©F THE BOARD
DE, Lous T, WRIGHT

VICLFRESIDINTE

Haweil H BuRROUEHL

GOBFEET Li BT

Aom, ABTHUN B
ISHOP JOW) .

gl'l’. Jﬂllg ATHER ml..l (8]

'll-ﬂllrl{'l' , HuD

Hew CLATTON WELL
ATHUE

wALD

THLARUREH
MaET WHEITE OVIRGTCR

I'ﬂ-lllqI
AREigON YilLanp

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEPHOME ALaomMouin 4-3581

Official Organ: The Crisis

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
WALTER WHITE

Ror WiLnisg
AESISTAMT SECHETARY
EDITOR. THE CRIBIE

CHAHLEE M, HOUSTOR
SPECIAL COURBIL

THURGDOD MARSHALL
AESIETANT SFLCIAL COURSEL

WitLiAM PiCKERS

BIRICTOR OF BRAMCHET
Garsy E Lan

WECARTART

FEIR
FIELD SECRETAmRY
E Faroieic MoRRaw®
NEANCH COORDINATOR
Groser B MURFHY, J&,
FUBLICITY AND FROEQTION

!
-1

#
IMPARL OF FLLETTOES

Amanla, ¥, ¥, 4. E Bylngarn
Allaides A T, Waldan
Flallimsrs wart Murphy

Pirslaghain, Als, D B W, Taggarn
Vharbesies, W, Ve, T, 0. Nutler

. Uhbloags Praf, PFaul 1. Douglas
. lerelasl Hoa. E. Davls
A 1. Punrl Mliehall
Livnvar L H. Lighuner
LT Ham. lre W, Japns
Hea Frask Merphy
Eaaporks, Kaa. Whllmrm Allen Whits
Nashyille, Toan, DO H, U MeFherson
Wewurk, N.J. Liraas I Fenderses
Mew Vork Lililen A, Alszxnder
De. Allan Kolght Chelmars
Lir. Wallar Gray Crump
Murlon Cuthbart
Hutsrt T, Dal
Itachel Davis Dea Dols
Douglen P, Faleshior
Law
Itav, Johs Heysas Holmes
e Wiklkam Lioyd Lmes
Dy, John M, J
tlen. Harbsr H. Lalinskn
Hlom Carolbne O°Day
Mury Whils on
Jaanes H. Habl
Arthur L. B
Charles H B3
ez Charios B
Crascos HErrlst Willlana
Dr. Louls T. W
Sarthamsplon,

"‘...-. Dir. Wikiiun Allas Mallssn
iFklabonss (lly  Hoscow Dunjes
Iailsdalphia Isdors Marils
b, Laoule Sldoay L Redmond
Tullndegn, &ls, By, Josaph W, Nicholean
Tuprin. Has. ilon Aribur Ceppsr
AW aalilsgisn o Wiklbem H. Hld\h

Anaries Kdward Husss||
Lig. B Fles H. Tham u
Lir, Kitsalbaih ¥ uien Wabl

FATIUNAL LEGAL CUSIMITTRR
Arthaer B, Hpingern, Mew York, Chabrman
Verkeley, Uallf,  Waller & Gurdus
[IRTEES Irwin T, Berch
amsbridge, Masa, Folls Fraoklorer
{harisslas, W, Va. T. 0. Hutler

hleags Irvin O, Molileon
. Edward H. Merris

Willlam F. Nilg

Thomas L CirtMika, Jr.

Lloyd (inrrisea

i Alsansdar Looby

Jl'uhﬂ'l.'r Lilany
Morris L. Erust

Artnur GQargeid Hayw

Karl H. Liswallys

J s Marshsil

Herbert K. Hlocklus
Charles H Bradls
Francls Hlddis
Homsr 8. Brown
Tededn, (s of B beall
Wﬂl.-f. I:nlﬂi
Washinglea Cnaries M. Housian
Laszty & Flanstsm

Wilsslagien, Dul. Louls L. Redding

Erie, I's,

l.ow Amgeles
Slmiliaas, Wie
Huahyllle, Tenn,
Hew Verk
LRl gl
Uhldaluragh

October 1%, 1838
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Dear Mra. Roosavelt!

Thank you for your two letters.

1 sm pertiocularly gled to Lave your
opinion on the Virgin Islards. vwith rearly
every matter ve dilscuss I agree lheartily with
your opinion.

I am asking lilss Inness to come in
to see me. After talking with her I shaell
discuss her case with Lesn Payne of llew Vork
University, who happens to be a very good
friend of mine, and will see if the University
cannot relieve you of the burden of helpning

her. I will slso renort to you what I am abls
to do,
GCordially
u{li;h i
Jecretary
lira. Zlesnor ioosevalt
The Vhite Fousae

Washington, L. C.

147/nR

EWDOASED BY THE MATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, HEW YORK



Oatokber 27, 1938

My dosr Mr. White:

Mia. oosevelt aske we to thank
¥ou Tyl youl report on raret Innies. I1f
you Lniuk ahe must Leve money, dre. Hoosevolt
will peud it on condition that vou do not let
Miss Innies know fran vhos 1t cuue.

Ak, housevelt pas put down the data
of Jure 27 Tor your Thirtieth Annual Conference
and will attend the meetins at thut time unless
samethine unfureseen comas up.

Very oincarcly yours,

Seseratury to
Mra. Roosawvelt

Mp. Walter White

Hational Association for the
Avancauwsnt of Colored People
69 Fifth Aveme

Hew York, New York
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£ eh Oetober 21, 1938
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< ¥ |

Lsar lirs. TMoocsevalt:

I oo 1L i= muech too eurly to ask you

to set a definite date, Jut on the other hund,
our tlohmond, Viiginla, GLrenoh whieh will snter-
taln our Thirtieth .nnuel Zonfarzuce nsxt June

ants ebove every other nerson vouraelf wes a
gpeakey at the Zonfarence, In this wish the
Nutioael Offise heurtily concurs.

T am therelore writines to eak
put dovn on your culendar the drte of
ulileh w11l be the opaning dete of the
Wwe very much want you with ua.  1Will

you to
sune 27 next
Zonference.
you ocome”

Ever singerely,

{
vl Feb S
lirs. Lleanor TNoosavelt

The .hite llouse
Washington, L. 2.

wk/an

7
= L Vato L R
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Chitage Fraf. I'asl H. Douglas X Yoo A RS L ey o e Ty T, £ d -
. ; P el I talked witu Ulss Iuniss. Ly fl-:.nl; oninion
o tn-&::g" iu thoat she has been so buffeted by 1life that it 1s
o 1 -] B » o 2 i |
Detrsli ten Lrw W, daroe very hara ror her to mukKe any sort ol a8 Justinent., 3he
B B a - o H 1) oy Y L - -
Ensports, Has. ::rﬁum':m"wm:.'. took out her first tr"_lt.‘l.:IE in 1929 F?L _'LF .E’-.1 & :r'l.-nl'[.l:a
Kashrlile, Toas. n-.x..v.;.mwm ;1;.,-:; nromised vo not:;y her vhien she should annly for
::l;:."-‘r il’:’::!l..:m.r her sceond \.-L.T"I_I‘i =pnd when thay diag not 40 30 she
Dr Alisn Kalght thalmers  paglected 1o mal'e 1u|ui.1_..r ar do ut"L-.ih. al3e ahout it.
e ns 4 result, when the seven-yeur npurlod had I“u.:l::.,u
H.;"iﬂ.‘:,“;,,w she heda c‘:one nothing :'}n-t.her. The result is thut she
Lawie & S e O083 NOL lmva‘ Icitizans:.in puners and therefore is not
RFIF..EE',’L“;‘;‘.:;L“ elipgible for '.P.A., !".V.A. or other governaoent aid.
ok Uapatina ODRY :
Hary L o, she 1is wery nasaionate sbout her beliel thuat
i o iy something must be done to create prenter recrestional
B arrie: WH opnortunity in Yarlem, :
Dir. Laowls T, Wright
HMicthampton, G T :
G T I nlun to talli with !rk llo7loskey and
Fhiladeiphis iinkciore Martis '“_yll-...; ioboneld to zses if she sun pel Vvork throupra
A . i e them which in turn will esneble her to econtinue teilng
Tepeka, Kna.  Hloa Arthar Capper the courses she vishes to teke. .8 fur as 1 could
Wihingien N learn, slie has not beon vorking towsrds a depree but

Or. Chark F Thempeon © 3 fninly sﬂ,'lzur;tinr_' gourszes wileh she thinks will le
most helpful 1o her. 1 will GJ wlatever I oun to
BATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTIES Lelp her and will keep you pdvised,
Arthar B, Bpingarn, New Yerk, Chalrman

Mﬂw.l:hll. Waltor A, Gordas o
trwin T, Dorek iver alncer

mn-. Fullz Frankiursr

Charieston, W.Ve.T. G, Hullar

Clleage irvin O, Maolllson =l
FHdward H. Morris

Erls, I'n. W klliam ¥, Dilg

L Angebes Thomas L. Orifiins, Ir,

W Lioyd Car ¥ " =
o g e O lirs. Zleanor loasavelt
New 7, Dalany Tha i ]
Vork Hubert 7. Delas ,‘.h“ thite ouse e

Arthur Qerfisld Hars Yashingion, D. C.
Harl M
Jdamon

ke "
s Frice s W/ IR T’?":J;f i ‘f’{’--ﬂ’/'/;, Ao
‘Tolbsda, Oble 4

Willam T, l,-
Washlngton Lawn A, Nansom ,f i if‘ FON
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Iiy dear lirs, Thompson:

I shall see Ligs Inniss degain socon
and £ind out if she must have noney and, if
80, how much. I will then write you again.

and will you tell lirs. Doosevelt
how dellghted we all were to learn, through
you, that she has put down the date of June
27th to spenk at our J0th annual Conference
at RMichmond, Virginia? <ell her that wo
shall be offering prayers that nothing un-
Toreseen will come up to deprive us of the
joy of having her with us,

| Ever sinebraly.

L% 1 H

. I ¥y "l
el iy Dad

SJeoretary.

Urs, Lalvina C. Thompson
Secretary to llra. Roosevelt
The ‘hite louse

Washington, D. C.

Wi CTF
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TRAEASURIR .
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llovenbear

y i "

BUATID GF DIECTORE 11lth
Amsrala, M. ¥, 1 H Spingars 1938
Allsrs A, T, Walden

Babllizwie
Birndngham, Als. Dr, K W, Tiggart
Uharlesfon, W. Ve 7, 0. Nuller

war! Murghy

PENGOILLL A17D

Cimeias llon imympeie  COUFTDRITTAL .
1. Puarl Slitchall e —— 1 1
enver 1. H. Lightnar
Lstrobt Jja Ll s Iy dear lirs. Noosevelt:
F|M;. Hma, 1-.-'|J|:-rula.|.lnu Whils :
s e Palreee Dr. allan inight Chalumers is noy in my office, having
Hew Verk Llisn A Alexander arrived by plane fron Birminghan this norning. He did
pr.waterGrarcrune hat, in my opinien, is nothing less than a mirsele in
Hubert ¥, Dulaty snatching out of couplete defeat at least a stay of
ouging 1. Faleossr execution. DUr. Chelners found on his arrival in liont-
iy, Jobo Hayoes Hotues  zor10Ty “hursday that Governor Graves was deternined to
Lr. John 11, Jehason issue s statement that day denylng the petltion to release
e e tlhie boys. Dr. Chelmers was able to persuade hin, with the
dteen L TR ald of Grover llall, editor of the liontgonery .dveriiser,
AL s B Fus to defer action temporarily. _
b e T Wriga :
Nomthmindan, Host sipnificant of all is that the narrowly averted
Ukinkomia CHty  Hoecos Liunjs repudiation of his explicit pronise has roused to fighting
e i i N piteh and extrene anger such mild-pannered individuals as
Talluderw, Als.  Puv, Josesh W, Nisholsos ~ LOTIA1d Comer, President of the Avondale 1lills at Birming-
Tepslos, Mus,  llen AmbuzCspesr . ham; Grover Hall; D, llenry 1i. Edrnonds, without doubt the

harkes BEdwikrd Russsl
D, Charles 11 Thess

L, Ellealall Yalus Woll

FATUFNAL LEGAYL UDMMITTEE
Arthar B, Bplagnmn, Mew York, Chalrman

Berkeley, Callf,
Ttmlvn

Waller & Gordon
I b T Dhsrely

Vambridges Mass. slla Frankfurtsr
Uharlssion, W.Va. T, 0. Natisr

outstanding white ninister of nlabane; Janes k. Chappell,
editor of the Birminghan ipe-llerald and the Siminghan
llews; Forney Johnston, aEE other leaders yho have worked
very hard and falthfully on this case. This committee is
to see the Governor early next weelk.

I have asked Dr. Chaluers to have ready for you when

s Faard M- Meorria we talk with you on the 17th here in liew York a chrono-
L, L logical menorandun which he can explain and leave with
Mdison, Wi Liopd Gurelesn you. I am asking him also to bring with hin for your
i e e perusal the documents which support this nenorandun. Ile
¥ };-;wé"_ﬂf’“m will also be able to tell you scne things which 1t 1s
{haries 1, Hageten wisest for us not to put in writing at this stage, umong
f.‘r:...r'thmm‘ thean the situation which cuused Forney Johuston to de-
ek :Ijr:::::“ﬂm clare that this is "the most unigue sociologieal wvxperi-
oyl ooy nent on the weorking out of a racial problem that has come
el LA in ny life-tine, and if we fail on it we will set back
Washingten  Laon A, Rlarsom the possibilities of relationship between the Iorth and
USSRy IO P L the South on some of these lssues for a generation.

Will you be good enough to let me know where and at

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU. 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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#2 - lirs. Roosevelt, ovenber 11, 1958

40U can see Lr, Clolners

Zver sincer 1y, .}

secratary,

wvhat liour on the 17th
and nvself? .

Ilrs. sleanor loosevelt
The ‘Mhite House

“feshington, D, ¢,

iLf:cTe



Dosamber 10, 1938

My deur Mr. Vhitae:

The President said that Covernor
Craves never came to see hin so before he
left wam Springs he sent him a letter, telling

him that coing baok on his vord vms roeally making

Lin lose caste wonongst the people who rospeoted
him. Mo sugpested that the Covernor parden the
Saottebaro boys conditionally and say that thoy
have to be removed to Ohio or same rlace away
fran the South. He has not answored Ly as soon
B8 he doos I will let you know.

Very sincerely youra,
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December 5, 1938

My dear Mrs. Hoosevselt:

Dr. Chalmers and I are very keen to talk with
you at your earllest convenlence to learn what de-
velopments have teken place since we talked with you
here on November 17. Can you write me the facts? Or
if that is not feasible, will you let me know when
and where wa may talk with you?

D, Allsn Kolght | sl

Lir. Wallar Gray Crusip
Swrion Cullibeen
Hubart T, Dsleny
Jinchal Davie Lia Lol

ian I', Falooner
Larw o B. Oannstl
beaw, Johis Hayess Holoma
Far, WiHIam Llayd Fuies
bir. Johs L Jebness
Flan, lerbert 11 Lahoas
Ihon. Carollss ULy
Wary White Ovinglon
dursee M. Fobiness

Arthur 1L Epl

Climries b, Sludi

tiun, Charlss B Tonsy
Fraoss Harslel Willleme
Lr Loubs T, Wrlghi

Err, W am Allin Mallses
binacus Dusjes

Landors Meriln

Bldray H Redisosd

P, Joseph W, Nbchod sen
Ion, Aribur Usppar

oo Willam I Heslls

Ly, Elbzateih ¥atss Webs

HNATIONAL LEOAL COMMITTEE
Aribur 1L Bplegern, New York, Chalroes

Nereley, Cullf,
Malun

Waller &. Gordoo
Iewin T, Dasrol

Cambriidge, Mass. 'slix Fraokfsrier
Charbeslon, W, Ve, T, (. Naltar

Chicagu

Ievis C. Mollless
iAward M, Morris
Witllam ¥, Liig
Thoniss L. OriSih. Jr.

Morris
Arthar Gurllsld Hays
Karl M. Liswallyn

Jaman Marahsll
Glwrbart K. Bloshion
Lhartss 1L Hiudin
Fruncls Hiddls
iinmar B Hrewn
Juann B. Haallp
Willlam T. MekKnight
hariss W, Mosefaa
[Ty e
Fauls 1. Meddlag

Unfortunately, Dr. Chalmers leaves New York
tomorrow for lectures at Johns Hopkins University,
for the Federal Councll of Churches meeting at
Buffalo, and for lectures st Penn State College.
Should you want to talk with him over long distance,
his schedule will be as follows:

Wednesday evening, December 7, to
Fridey evening, LDecember 0 - Statlar Hotel, Buffalo.
Saturday morning, December 10, to
Sundaey evenling, December 11 - Fenn State College,
State College, Pa.
He will return to New York from State College, Pa.

Dr. Chalmers is particularly anxious to talk
with you before he goes to or while he is at the
Federal Councll meeting in Buffalo because the date of
expiration of the Governor's term of office is so near
at hand.

If all efforts prove unsuccessful end the
Governor is sdament in his recently announced position,
Dr. Chaelmers plans to make public at the meeting of the
Federal Councll the entire atory of the negotiatlons.

Ever ainnarely,LJL 3
LI"‘-\-.-_ dh! L_;{..\TL"L}‘--

Secratary
Mrs, Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW/RR

— ey

ENDORSED BY THE HATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. HEW YORK



A{__Lﬂnu!: K+ 088, Pres, The Lary ¥, waripng Cluby 413 4,

Deganbar 10, 1938

My deuy Mol Widte: .

Guirld you tell Mra. Rooscvolt
apylld p: stoat $hly oreanizatian® She
4a willtos g sund thes o lottor i 1t
10 4 Boss il ety e

I waadd spmroaicta your o=
tuesir ¢ e letbor with your roply ae
I do not have o copy of it,

Vary sincaboly yoavs,

I s L PR Y
Wiy o spevals

M, Valtor Vhito

Ration:l Assoolntion for the
Mwenoenent of Colered People
BEsEiftl \vonuo

Fow York, fow York

147th 3t., 10

—_—
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Degmmbar 13, 1938

My dear Mr. Whito:

This lottor phould havo bean
enoloaed vith ray letter to you of
Dagembor 10, gukin- wbout this orpaniza-

fion,.

Yovy sincersly yours,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fiftk Awenus
Bew York, Hew Yoxi:
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEPHONE ALGONGUIN 4-3581

Official Crgan: The Crisis

Novenber

léth
1938

My dear lMrs. Thompson:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
WALTER WeiTe

Ror WiLking
ASSISTANT SECHETARY
EDITON, THE CHiBi
CHamLes H. Houston
BPECIAL COUMMEL
THURGDOD MaRsHALL
ABEISTAMT SPECIAL COUNSEL
WikLiaw Pickgns
CIRECTOR OF BEAWCHES
Daigy E LasPuin
FIELD SECRETARY
E Fripewic Momeow
BEANCH COORDINATOR

Grorsr B Mumeuy_ Jn,
FUBLICITY AND PAOMGTION

SECHLTARY

"

¢
Thank you for your note fron

Gnlumhué.

Dr., Chalmers and T will be

at the apartnent a few ninutes before

12:45 and will leave Promptly at one.

I.II'H. hal‘ifillﬂ. G

LEver sincerely,

e

deeretary.,

Thompson

20 East 11th Street

Hew York City.

IR1:CTF
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liy 'dear lirs. Roosavelt:

Giving an opinion on the letter of Decenber &th
Irom the Liary F. Jaring Club and its plan for attacking
the problem of delinquency is difficult. I do not know
any of the persons whose nanes are listed on the letter-
head. I au, hovever, maliing inquiry as to who they are
and will advise you when I receive this inforuation.

The difficulty arises in trying to express an
opinion upon the particular appromch which they propose
to make in New York. Vere it in a eity further South
I would be inclined to believe that there would be
necessity for the establishment of another shelter.
uost places of the South it would be an entirely new
thing to have a shelter for llegro girls who are poten-
tially delinquent.

In

The approach in New York, however, seens, to ne, to
be that along the lines which a number of us have been
working on for a number of years-- nanely, of keeping
before the mlready established agencies their duty in
attacking not white delinquency or Hegro delinquenocy,
nut all delinguency. As you know, at ‘arviclk we have
successfully demonstrated that delinquents of all races,
creeds and colors can live and work together without
friction. WNot only as a natter of prineiple but as a
matter of practical common sense I think it wisest that
stress in reasonably enlightened places like liew York
should be continued along that line,

The ecrux of this problem, aside from the economic
disabilities from which the greater incidence of delin-
quency anmong llegro children arises, is that of getting
such long-established and well-finsnced agencies to do
their duty in helping legroes as well as white delin-
quents. The Jewlsh and Catholic welfare agencles draw
no color line, but, unhappily, the Protestant ones do,
Here, for example, is copy of correspondence I have
Just had with Berkshire Industrial Farm when they wrote
ne for a contribution. MNere also 1s copy of a letter
I wrote in 1938 to llayor LaGuardia when the Federation

ENDORSED BY THE HATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUL, HEW YORK



#2 - lirs. £leanor lloosevelt December 16, 1938 J

of Protestant i/elfare Agencles sought funds from llew York City to
establish a segregated unit at Miltwick. Since this plan was
abandoned there has been organized a group under Dorothy Straus's
leadership, knowm as the Hegro Child Placing Bureau of whose

Scard I am a member, which plana, as its name inplies, for foster
home plecenent of llegro children. This isn't the final answer,

of course, and in a measure it is a compromise. 'le hope, however,
that eventually Christianity and the Protestant agencies will not
be so shackled by the color line.

You know also of the efforts we made for a number of years to
secure an appropriation from the New York State Leglslature for
foster houe placement of boys from Vlarvick. /e eventually succeed-
ed in getting during the last two years 410,000 annually for such
placement. I am hoping that we are going to be able to do so good
a Job that this will be adopted as a permanent policy for all lew
York State lnstlitutions, including places like lludson. Ilot only do
I belleve that staylng in an institutlion, however well run and how-
ever enlightened its policy, does eventual harm to any child but
it ‘actually saves the state money since it costs only about half of
what 1t takes to keep a child in a place like Varwlck ms it does in
a carefully selected and properly supervised foster hone.

But to come to the specific proposal of the liary F. Varing

Club, there are slready institutions like Utopia Ilouse and the

1 Y+laConis, which are working in this field. As a general principie,
it would seem to me, especislly in times like these when it is hard
to raise money, duplication of institutions is not a wise procedurs,
It would be far better and more intelligent to strengthen some of
the already established agencies so that they can serve more children
and thus aveoid duplication of plant and overhead.

} " These are somewhat general observations which are subject to
change In the case of this particular plen if the persons of whon
I am making inquiry and who know the situatlion better than I do,
disagree with what I have said. 7You will hear fron me further vhen
I have secured advice from one or two people. In the meantime, I
suggest that you withhold giving your endorsement.

{
Fvar s?ncerely.
%
- ML (ﬁjhf\11.1

Secretary.

lirs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The /hite House
Washington, D. C.

Wi CTF
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WIDE FRESIGENT THE MARY F. WARING CLUS FiNANDIAL BECAETANY

HEE. ALMA L. BRAWLEY MAE, MAUDE FUMRTZ
NECONDIND BECACTARY Mnnr HINN‘ K. Hn." FRENIDENT TRATASUNEN

MBS ALICE I, THOMASR 413 WEBT 14 7TH BSTREET MAS. DLIVE BRYAM
CEANENFPONDIND BEORETARY MEW YORE, HEWYORK DEYOTIiOMAL LEADER
i THELMA C. MORELAND \ | MAES. LUCIA M, DREW

ABBIBTANT BECHLTANY
uan. JEBEPHINE T) LYNN

December 6, 1938

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevalt
The "hite House
#ashington, D. C.

Dear brs. Roosevelt:

The Kary F. Wariag Club was organized about two years ago in an
effort to meet a pres.iing need for a shelter for Negro girls whose
environmental disadvantages have rendered them potentially delin-
quent. The girl, who by reason of fam ly poverty, parental ‘ncom-
petence or neglect, finds herself socially adrift, is the girl to-
ward whom our interest is directed. This community, despite its
size, des.ite its large number of welfare agencies, public and
private, has none which is so constituted as to enable it to éare
for ‘these unfortunates. As you know, modern social work methods
recogn!ze the potentially disastrous bonsequences of grouping the
"first offenders" with others whose history of delinqusnce is more
serious and more lengthy.

I 1s our conviction th:t the establishment of a shelter for the
type of girl described, where early treatment of.the problem may
be effected, will obwviate the necessity for the loag and tedious
rrogram of rehabilitation.

Our objective is diff cult of attainment, and we have concentrated

on raising funds to finance this project. The community's response
has been encouraging, but our goil is sti1l distant. W. feel that

your endorsement of our program would definitely stimulate greater

community interest in our undertaking. In this connection, we wish
you m'ght address the club, if it is possible for you to do so. e
would be so grateful to have you whenever it is conven ent' for you

to be in New York, any tilie after Jamuary, 19%9.

We ¥now of your sympathetic interest in the problems of ocur youth
and trust you will find it possible to assist us in what we believe
a most worthy enﬁeavur.

Varf truly yours,
= P
;z?;lﬁﬂﬂﬂrtﬂz“ }Ejf jf§£L1LAZJ’

Ninna K. Ro:zs
President.
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69 Pifth avenue - lew Yook { '
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Decanboer 13, 1938

1y dear lir. lingenayer:
Thank you {or your courteous letter of lDececenbor 9.

I have served for a number of years on the Doard of the State Train-
ing Lehool for lioys nt llarwick. Our experience there does not bear out
your convietion that the adnission of colored Loys woulé lead to digssen-:
slon and dissatisfaction amnong the boys thenselves. On the contrary, the
experience at ‘/arwlek does help to prove that hurian beings can live to-
gether in anlty and without conflict.

I freely recognize that, as we have found at Jarwiel:, the number of
colored boys in such an institution will, unhappily, be disproportionaté
to the percentage of liegroes in the population of llew ¥ork state. This,
however, as you of course know, is due to a variety of causes, .nong
them is the greater percentage of underprivilepged llegro boys, due to dis-
crinmination in enployment, segregation and over-crowding in slun arecas,
Tallure of sone of the Protestant welfare orpunizations to race and do
their duty in looking out for these boys wlen they are halled into court,
and the difficulty of findlng enployuent Tor niuny of these youngsters
vhen they are ready for release. lle have a wholly disproportionate per-
centage of llegro boys at \larwlek, a conslderable nwiber of then being no
riore dellnquent, ac far us Infructlons of the law are concerned, than you
or I, 'le had one case of a colored youngster sent to us by the Children's
Court. The comniitnent papers classified hin as "underprivileped". .Mhen
Dr. /illiams, the Superintendent, returned the boy to the Court, since
Waruick cannot accept boys whe are nerely underprivileged, unless they
are delinquent, the boy cane back a day or two later with the sane con-
nitment papers but "underprivileged"” had been scratched out and
"delinquent” written above it. That lad will for the reat of his life,
therefore, have the charge of delinquency on his record.

Finolly, you will say that \larwlck has no other recourse then to
accept boys of nll races, oreeds and coloras; that 1t is legally bound to
accapt whoever is sent there by the Children's Court. You will be cor-
rect. But Berkshire Industrial Farn and Children's Village, and other
such instltutions have a noral obligation not to draw the color line, if
indeed they live up to the Christian precepts and prineiples which they
profess. '

Vhat I have sald is sald in all sincerity and 'rithout bitterness. It
seems to me that at o tine like this vhen denocecracy isc ihreatened with in-
undatlion by bigotry, ve should as far az 1s hunanly possible wipe out
bigotry in our owvm country, not because it.is the Uhristian and noral
thing to do but because only by doing so can denoerncy itzelf be preserved.

With. this I am sure that a man of your reputation and sincere will-
ingness to do the right thing would sgree.

Jith cordisl greetings,
Lver sincerely,
y (Sipned lalter "hite
l.r« Frank K. HuEﬂHBYﬂg Hecreotary.
30 Sutton Place, lew York City

W/RR
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Canaun, . ¥,
Frank =. liageneyer

‘loloott ;. Lane, Prosident
60 droadway
b Hew York city

Dec. 9, 1938

liy dear lizs Vhite,

I thanl you fur yvour letter of the 8th inst. and can understend
your position whille at the sene tine disagreeing with Lt.

The menbers of the loard of Nirectors have often discussed this
question and ure vonvinced that the Derkshire Industrial Yarrt, whilch has
successfully corried:- on for over fifty years, on its present basis, would
nake o nistake by changing its poliey. “Jerb the Fam to take eolored boys
there wwould be dissention and dissatisraction anong the boys thenselves
and result eventuslly in an institution composed aluost entirely of col-
ored,

48 hear, T'ron nany Sources that the Far is considured to be accon-
plishing unusually good work and we would not wish to inmperil it Ly such
a radiecnl chonge which, we feel sure, would not rieet the upproval of the
nany friends who are naking it possible for us to carry on.

If you have never been to the Fami, I hope you will sone time visit
it and satisfy yourself us to any doubts you nay have.

Very sincerely yours,

(Signed] T. Z. Hageneyer



BERKSHIRE INDUSTRIAL FARM .

Canaan, N. Y.

November 14, 1538

Dear Mr. White:

This is a plcture of a boy at the Berkshire
Farm whno is learning to be a farmer. He has every right
to be proul of the splendld turkey he raised himself.

To many of our 150 boys like Joe and Tommy in
the enclosed circular, this will be their first real
Thanksgiving. They all come from destitute or broken
homes, where they seldom had adequate food, shelter or
clothing. They were on the verge of Juvenlle delinguency
when Berkshire Farm took them in. Now they are learning to
become upright, self-sustalning citlzens.

As the boys ralse a large part of thelr own
food, they are assured of a good Thanksglving dinner. Our
most preseing need right now, is to provide them all with
substantial clothing, for they face a long, cold winter
in the Berkshire Hills.

' Could you help us to meet this urgent need by
sending a special Thanksgiving gift? This would buy shoes
or a warm garment for one of our dependent boys.

Sincorely yolurs,
(8igned) JOHN F. DEGENER,JR
Treasurar

November 15,1938
My dear Mr. Degener:

I have your letter of November l4th asking
for a financial contribution as a Thanksgiving gift for
the boys at the Berkshire Industrial Farm.

I have been informed that the color line 1is
drawn at Berkshire Farm and Negroes are not admitted.
Please inform me if this is truc.

Ever sincercly
(Signed) WALTER WHITE
Secretary.
Mr. John F. Degener,Jr.,
Berksnira Industrial Farm
101 Park Avenue, Room 806
New York City
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BERKBHIRE INDUSTRIAL FARM

Ine,
Canaan, N. Y.

| November 18,1938

Mr. Walter White, Secretary

National Association for the
Advancement of Colored People

B9 Fifth.Avenue

New York, N. Y.

My dear Mr. White:

In reply to your inquiry of November 15, 1
wish to advise¢ you that the Berkehire Industrial Farm
18 restrieted to white boys.

Sincerely yours,

{Signed) JOHN F, DEGENER, JR.
Treasurer /f

November 25, 1938

My dear Mr. Degener:
I have your letter of November 18 in reply
Lo my inquiry of the 15th,
Under the circumstances I feel I cannot
make a contribution to Berkshire Industrial Farm.
Ever asin cerely,
(Signed) WALTER WHITE

Seercetary

Mr. John F. Degener, Jr.
Berkeshire Industrial Farm
Room 806, 101 Park Avenue
New York City
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g // January 18, 1939 :
= ()

My dear Mre. Roosavelt:

You certainly did a fine job in answering
8o superbly the multitude of questlions flred at you
lasgt Thursday. My congratulations. I teld the
President what a grand Job you had done and how you
had won the hearts of all present.

I am golng to be in Washington Thursday
and Frida his week, Would it be possible for
you to seg/ Dr. Elizabeth Yates Webb, who is chalirman
of our Program Cdmmittee for our Annual Conference
to be held at Richmond next June whlch you have so
generously agreed to speak to, and myself on either
of these days? We would like to talk to you for a
few minutes about the scope of the Conference and
to get your approval of certaln plans,

Goﬁfiallr

i . {nﬁ‘

i hgunrutnry

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House

Washington, D. C. .irf
(i X
V' a
WW/RR I S L ¥ o
’,”_,-’ Y '1 ]
aj

W\
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THE WHITE HOUSE "
WASHINGTOM A

January 19

: s | b r:fuh-
tano to Fe—Geis \
.The followlng two persons
have an appointrnest wlth !irs. Hocsevelt
at 5:30 P.M. tolay, Thursday, Jan. 19i

Dr. Elizabeth Yatea liebb
v, walter ‘hite

tl.Somerville



April 12, 1939

My dear HMr. Ghite:

It has cose to my ears thut your
orpunization is helping & Eroup of colored
people hore vho intend to picket the D.A.ls
Society during tholr weeting. I do not know
47 there is anything you could do to prevent
this but it worries ms very much to have any-
thing of this kind done. In the first place,
vashington i8 a city where ome could have
sarivus trouble and I think 1t would mot do
any good to pleket the D.A.R. It would anly
ereate bad fesling all the woy around. At
prosent the D.h.R. Socisty is condemnad for
the stond it took and if picketing is dore it
may result in the sympathy swineing to the
other side. I would gtronply uspe you to wo
your influence grainst this and to leave wall
anoush aloneo.

Veory sinceraly yours,

Wr. talter Uhite
']'|rl.ll.-*l|.|\.:-l'l|

69 Fifth ~vanua
e

S+0D
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Dear Hr, Wnite

of Apri} 12,

5

Thank yeu very much for your letter

I en 30 gl=d to know how you feel

about having me present the medel i. Miss Anderson.

Wr. Walter White
HAACP

&9 Fifth Avenue
NYC

Very sincerely youra,
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ilsabu, Aliss,

Allred Baker Lavia

CUlsarbeston, 3. Y. T. 0. Hullar

Chiloagu
Ulenelnmd

Drstrele

+ R,
Wasdivllle, Tenn,
Newerk, M. J.
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iy dear lirs. Roosevelt:

Aanderson concert on sunday vas one ol
thrilling experiences of cur tine.

Thanks in larpge measure to you the liarian

the most

Only one thing

Dut I

Fiiibart . Delpny marred it-- that you couldn't be there,

3Sgian F Valconer understand thoroughly the reason you could not
o

Tt Hetbert 3. Lahman

Hou. Cardliss O'0wY e were delighted to read in the newspapers
o T it yesterday in your statemnent to your press conference
iy iy that if you were asked to do so you would consent

to present the Spingarn lledal to lilss
you speak at Iiichmond on July 2nd.

W Ho

Dr. Louls T, Wright

Lir, Willlain Allan Mollsan
st Dusjeu

leaders Martln

Lir W, La Mlanssiie
Hiduay H Redmond

Mav. Joseph W. Nizholson
Hoa, Arthar Capper

Iiee. Wiklam 1. Heslls
tiue Frank bu
Lhm]ium (e
Dr. riea 11 'r‘humlmr
Dr. Ellzabeih Yatss Webh

will nake the presentation.
ie shared by lilss Anderson.

Arthur B Bpingars, Mow York, Chalrmas

ENDORSED BY THE WATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK

Since Dr.
and I talked with you at the /hite llouse somne weeks
ago the desire to have you malke the presentation at
the elose of your speech has developed.
planned to take this up with you later vhen we sent
you the memorandum you usked us to send in liay.
in view of your statenent yesterday we are writing
now to tell you how happy we are to lknow that you
I know this happiness

anderson when
lebb

YWe hod
But

Allanta AT, Waldan
Maerkeley, Calif,  Walior A, Oerdon
Hastun Irwin 7. Doreh Zver sinecdrely,
Canbridge, Mass. Hon Fellx Frankfuster i
Charleston,W.Va, T. 0. Halter k U ; i 1 |
1 ¥
ioes " gy e, . soln il
u'h.l‘a-u :‘Uﬂhm ¥, kg E
Jacksenthie D, Medll &
JosAmgeies  Thosas I GRimi, Jr. Secretary.
Laularlile Charies W. Anderson
Sadison, 1% la. Lioyd Garrisan
Sluakoger, Ghbn. Charles A Chasdlar
Kastiylile, Temn, L Aleznnder Looby .. b Ol Y
ey iabert . Delney Lra.‘ Lleanor Roosevelt /,
Morrls LBrawt The White House / :('
Washington, D. C. W A o ¥ S
by e
Thlladelphla Francls Biddls L}
Pt sburgls Homer B Hrawn
Teloda, OUle S iam B Bt
Washinglon m:ﬂ.:ldll_. Ilnu‘blm
Laon &
 Whinslsgton, Liel, Louls L. Redding WI:CTF

snl, ANBMUAL CONFREENUT. RICHIMOND, VIRGINIA, June 270 July tid, 100



TELEGRAM

17WUD39DL @hz El‘[ﬁz gquﬁﬂ
Washington
N8 New York NY 1l47am April 14 1559

Mrs. Eleanor Rocsevelt I
- The White Hpuse
letter April 12th

. Agree wholeheartedly with opinion your
in letter written last Tuesday

used almoet identleal langusage
urging that plan be abandoned. Copy that letter belng sent you
by epeclal delivery air mall. Also telephoning kKey people in

Washington.

Walter Whilte.
1235pmd f*
by
N
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liy dear lirs. Roosevelt:

AIR Vall-~
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T have just wired you as follows:

wigree wholeheartedly with opinion your letter

April 12th.

in letter written last

plan be abandoned.

sent you by special delivery, air nall.

Used almost identical language
nasday urging that

Copy that letter being

also

telephoning key people in Jashington."

and here is
T wrote lir. Charles
the iarian inderson

lUras. sleanor Roosevelt

The .Jhite ilouse
.fﬂ.ﬂ-hingtﬂ'ﬂ. Py O

\LI:CTT

Citizens

Sver sineergly,

i

self-explanatory copy of letter
1. liouston who is ochairman of
Comriittee.

lh\
HSecretary.

1940
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NATIQMAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEQPLE

69 Fifth avenue - Hew York

April 11th
1939

Dear Charlie:

I talked with several people, bLoth white and colored
in' Washington and New York, and ﬂisu placed before the
Board yesterday for an Iinformal opinlion the idea of
ploketlng the D.A.R. convention. The immediate and
unanimous response of all those with yhom I talked was
that to do so after Sunday's superb alr would be anti-
climeotical. The pathetlic old ladles pf the D.A.R. have
been completaly snowed under. A8 Michhel Mok said in

the New York Eveninpg Post yeste ere weroc on Sun-
day 75,000 jeers for the D.A.R. an School Roard--
one of the most overwhelnmin aof bipgotry
that has yet been organiz : he D.A.R. is plcketed
it might result in creat synpathy for them vhere
now there is nothing bu onteript .

I pass this on ian Anderson Citlzens Con-

As more poselfive apprbaches to the problenm, I think
fetive 1f (a) the suit were

instituted den Ure tax-cxemptlon to the D.A.R.
property artiod vy constitution Hall and (b) there
wera vi us support of the MeCGranery resclution for
investl e School Board. This, of course, would

include 8 to change the attitude of the loard of
necessary, chanpge the Board and its atti-
t to the use of public school auditorlunms
or other facilities. The objective wever, of the

fight is, it seens to us, to be ﬂgainat the dual school
system even though we know as a practical natter that it

is going to take a long tine to destroy 1t. We ought,
however, never to lose sipght nor permlt others toc lose
gight of that as our ultinate objectlive.

In order that the District of Colurbla DBrunch nay



#2 - u.'l:". Hﬂuﬂtﬂn
April 11, 1939

|

know the feuling of the Board I am sending Dr. Marshell
a ocopy of tl}is letter.

¥ith cordial personal pgreetings, I am

Evor sincorely,

’ (Signed) Walter (ihite)
| ] Secretary.

P.3, - llore is on editorial,
Her Voice", fron today's llgw

s Clty ' Filled 'Hth
thinl: will show the react

IveningPoaot wiiieh I
which concelvably

Charles H. Houston, Esq.,
815 I Street, 1l. V.
Washington, D. C.

WW:CTF
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Letter from John Stewart Bryen, College of Williem and Mary, Willimssburg, Va.
asking Mrs. R, ro dedicate memorinl to Virginia E. Randolph

Agril 28, 1939 ,
(1)
o

i \"-5 My dear Mr. White:

Maiu. Rowsevelt wunts 1w to sak
'?Eu\J{ 1t vwula o nosaibls to £it “his in
N
when she'is in Richmond on July 2.

| Very sinceruly yours,

Beorotery to
Hrs. Hooscvaelt

A

Mr, Waltur White
69 Fifth Avenus .
Hew York, How York D

§ TP ————— = 1]
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COLLEGE OF WILLIAM AND MARY \ L l‘ \‘ |
OFFICE OF THE FRESIDENT U A . [
WILLIAMARI KRG, VIREINIA k]nprii kU, 1440 i

- L]

) N !
Sl W '
Mns. Frankiin L. Hoosevelt v (jﬁﬁf

— The whitc House ! ;

fhishiugton, L. C.

My oear dr:i. hoosevelt:

In further reference to my letter sbout the ceciecutiuvn
.of the Virginia Lengolph School on July &, L bep L0 nahc
you herewith o lormal invitaticon from the Henrico County
Board of oupervisors anu ochool Bosra.

It is our plun to invite uovernor James iis Price; Hon-
oruble Herola Ickes, Uniteu btutes Lecretery cl the
Interior; Colonel E. W« Clark, assistent auwninisirator
of the Public¢ works suministretivng Lr. Jackaon Levis,
of the bouthern Education boera; Lr. Louplad couthsll
Freemen, mnember of the Leneral buucalion Dosara; Jv. ol'thu
Viright, of the Jeanes Funa; Ur. ciuney b. Heil, wuper-
intencent of Publie lnstruetion; Lr. Trea . fLlexanuer,
Virginia ctate Lupervisor of degro buucation; donoreble
Lave k. datteriiela, Ji., wember of Congress Irouw Lhe
Third Virpinis District, and a number of alstinguishea
liepro eltizens to participute in this progran.

I wish'to <gain woao my owil esrnest regyuest thal you will
fina it possible to conme.

Believe we, with kKinde:si regurds

Coraiully yours

Johii stewart bErysn

EP

T T



COUNTY uF HENHICO, to wit:

‘At an ad journed meoting of the _Bourd‘uf dupervisora of sald
County, held at the Court House on Wedneaday, the 12th day of April,
1639, at the hour of 1:00 n'clu-uﬁ P. M. i

WHERLAS , the Board of Supervisors aml School board of Henrleo
County sre advised that the Honorable Eleanor Hoosevelt and M'sas
Marian anderson will be presant to participste in a propram of the

Asscclation for the Advancement of Colored People to be held at the

 Eoague in Hichmond, Virginla, on ths afterncon of funday, July 2nd,

and

WHER=AS, the -newly constructed bulldings at the Virginia
Rardolph Hegro Training School will be dedicated on orr about that
date, and .

WiEH! AS, these bulldinga have in lerge part beon made pmnillmln
by tederal kmergency Administration of Public Works funds, and

WiER.AS, this bulilding program and the acguisition of
adéitionel rarm lands faclllitate the further advencement of the life
work of Mias Virginie Randolph whoae forty-six yeara of distingulshed
educaticnal leadership in Henrico County as the {irst Jeanes Fund
Supervisor of Hegro education, and whose plan of Nerro education
haa been adopted by the Jeanes Fund In the Unlted States, and also
by foreign countrises,

THEREFORE, be it resclved that: The Board of Supsrvisors and
Sehool Board of Henrico County extend to the Honorable Eleanor
Rocsevelt and Miss Marian Anderson a most cordial invitation to
participate in thls dediecatory exerclise and express the earnest hope
that thelr personal plana will permit them to accept this Invitation.

HLHARTCO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

eorge F. Franck, Chairman
Dr. ¥, H, kartin

J. %, Wilber
W. H." Ferguson

HENWRICO COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
Raymond B, Pinchbeck, Chairman
ilra, L, C; Caldwoll




o

W, Thorburn “lark
Holmes C, Turner

¥Willard . Day, County Manarer

2, K, Holsinger, Supserintendent of Schools

Attested :

ol Br Clerk
oard of County Supervisors of Flenrico

County, Va,

Attested:

Clerk
ty, Va.
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May 1, 1939

My dear Miss Thompson:

I know it will
to say "MNo™ to Dr.

be difficult for Mrs. Roosevelt
John Stewert Bryan's reguest chout
the awsrd to Mrs, Randolph, But, as she and you wi
understand, Mrs. Roosevalt's participating in the
memorial on the morning of July 2 would concalvebly
make the Spingarn Medal Award to !Marizn Andersoa in
t?f afternoon somewhat of & confliet if not an anti-
climex,

For this and other ressons which I would
prefer telling Lirs. Roosevaelt in nerson I hope Urs.
Roosevelt will find some way of declining Dr, Bryan's
invitation without hurting his feelings,

Zver sineara{y,

\ le tku }'LL'\-‘L;-:—L W

Seeratary

Kiss Malvina ¢, Thompson
Secretary to lirs. Noosevelt
The VWhite Aouse

Washington, u. Q.

RICTLAY AL T Walden
Urerkeley, Cwlif.  Wiliir &, Gurdan E P
Haslum rw |m ¥ Doreh Wil iAR
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Erdstemis AR

COLLECE OF WILLIAM AND MARY . 4
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT April 20, 1939
WILLAMIBURG, VIREINIA

Mrs. F. L. Hoosevelt
The White House
vashington

Wy dear urs. Hoosevelt

The career and services of Virginia g. handolph, of nich-
uond, certalnly wust be koown to You. Virginia is one of
the great leaders of the Hegro race in this country, and
her work i1s knewn and admired not only in Awerica, but it
has haa a great:influence on the Wegroes everywhere as
having evolved a new metnod of approach to fundauental
probleus of her race.

Thirty years ago I served on the senool board under whiech
Virginia worked, and during the iterim I have tfollowed her
career with admiration and aelight, *

A memorial to her achievement is Lo be degicated just out-
side-of Hichuond, Virginia, on the marni:§ of July 2d, and
at the earnest request of the County Board of :upervisors
anc the Trustecs of the Virginia randelph Schowl, I am writ-
ing to ask if you will not o us the honor to ‘participate
in these cersuonies, especially as you plun to be in Aich-
wond on that day for the exercises incident to the awara for’
darian Anderson. It would Le difficult to lwagine an oceca-
slon which reflects wore creait on ine Hegrov race, or one
which gives greater hope for its future than the work Vir-

' Einia handolph has accomplished, and the inspiration of your
presence at this ceremony will be sincerely appreciatea,
I do hope that you can be with us.

Bellieve we, with kindest regards

Cordially yours

John Stewart pryam

-



.

May 6, 1939

‘My dosr Mr. vhite:

Thark you so much for your note.
1 ar) Jud that yvou liked the tulk I zova
et Mrs. Dodra's mel I copraclate your writing
Dier s

1 hwve ueitton to Dr. John Stewart
Brymn, telling lde thot T will not be able to

attend the dedication at theo Virrinla Randolph
eohool.

Veary gircenly yours,

Mr, Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
NYC

DD
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lly dear lira. ncﬁsﬂwslt:

Hew Lurk BAlLan A Alsgibih
L ey
L} 0
Harion Cuthbert That was & nost charming and able
ey
Lawl Jf;_m:::p spaech you made at Mrs. Dodge's yesterday.
Lir, \J.Jllllll..-.:.; IT:::I: " =
HL:"".“.:H':";; s May I tell you how deeply grateful we are?
1loa Caroline O0° e
e e e . -
bary, dmimn Fle, Friolsuci Viith cordial personal greetings, I
Caol, Thessdore Toassy 1L
Arilvar B, bﬂ‘:ﬂ
Lo e d - anm
Lir. Lamids T. Wright
HurLE e, o Wiiaap ALl BT
Ankbmlisiaa 4 A0y Fluavas Lunjes
“Wiadelghla wadire Man
:.ltlummnd. ¥a, |I-r. W, L krnl:mnm Ever since Bl?’ L
4, Lol Fidoey Ih Badmoml
Tallidega, Aln,  Ilov. Jospl W, Nicholson ' W EE l: jl b -
Toprka, Knms,  Dles Arthur Capipsr -Jl Wi
W pshlnglun flos Wikllam il Heails
T Sia vt
Oir. Charies 1L Thompson wBCTaLATY «
Dor. Ellzabails Yalim Webli
NATHINAL LEGAL COMMITTEE
Arikur 1L Bplagari, New York, Ukslroesa
Allanta AT, Walbden
Eterkeley, Calll.  Waller A Osiden
Biaslon Irwin T, Darch
ClanThaton, W. Vi . 0. Kutter
[RATTT Irvbn L5, Mollisan r qa
Fdward H. Morris lirs. Lleanor Roosevelt
Keir, Pa. Wilklaan ¥, 1 i
: u;g..:.m.- B D. ul.lzuul : IThﬂ .hite llouse
Jare Angeles Thomas 1. Gielth, It Washington, D. C.
Lnalavilie Charles W, Asdersea -
Shudhsan, Wis, Fdayd Qarriscs

W CTF
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BEANCH COURDINATON

Grosce B, MusrHy, J§,
FUBLICITY AND FROMOTIDN

| June 13th |
1939 } 1

My dear lirs. Rooasvelt:

I have just this ninute completed arranpgenents
for the second Coast-ton-Coast network which will
broadeast the July 2nd meeting Tron Nichmond. 1.B.C.
is giving us thelr blue neotvork and the Colunbia
Broamdcasting System 1s glwving us their entire chain
of 108 stautions. To do this Columbla is canceling a
forelgn broadeast.

Both chains are carrying the progran from 4:00
to 4:30 Lastern Standard time, on which Richmond
operates.

Both chalns are anxious to get on the alr your
addreas and liiss anderson's acceptance. Since liiss
Anderson i1s reluctant about speaking we have sugpested
to her that she respond briuffy to your presentation
of the ledul und then sing perhaps one or twe numbers.

Conpressing both your speech and liss .inderson's
response into haelf an hour 1s going to be rather diffi-
oult for you both. Do you think it can be done?
Please let ne hear from you as I have been asked by the
broadeasting comnpanies to let them kmow by the end of
this week what we can do.

Lver sinnerjiy‘jl [
1. I|- - A
I 'n'J{j.::,a;; w1 itn...
Secretary.

Mra. Xleanor Roosevelt
The 'hite llouse ;
Wlashington, D. C.

’.5. - A letter identical wit
this was sent to you at Hyde
Parlk because I wasn't sure at
what address I could reach
you.

. W

W.I:CTF .
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My dear Mra. Roosevelty
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Gronse B, Husruy, JA,
PUBLICITY AND PEOMOTION

BECRETARY

It is difficult Tor me to tell you how much
we gppreclated your coming to Richmond last Sunday

and making that oeccasion so significant,

wes magnificent.

Tour apeech

Already we are recelving letters

from various parts of the country telling us how
great was the impression on those who listened on
the alr, and we were lnundated by those who were
fortunate encugh to be present.

With cordiasl greetings end the sincere

thanksa of all the M.A

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

The White House

Washington, D. C.

Wil sRR

-Atc!Pa i
Evarka{?eeraly,

o (m-[;huxi 'f tu

decretary
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[Class) $10.00
This ertifies thut
Ers, Franklin U, Foosevelt
~ Washington, L. C.

is o Gold Certificate Member of the National
Associotion for the Advancement of Colared
People for one year from date. .

it Witriess IWyeceaf the Board of Directors
has coused this Cerlificate o be issued.

|
Dals racerdsd lTUlH’ 1959 JI‘-f T rLr;,-

at &% Fitth Ave., Maw Yark, Trranrer

e —— — e et e



Yahis centificate acknoudedges the receipe of your contribution
through the * branch
toward the furthevance of the objects of the N. A A.C. P.

1. Te educale America fo accord full rights and
opportunities to Megroes.

2. Ta fight injustice in Courts when based en race
prejudice.

3 To poss protective legislation in State and
Mation and defeal discriminatary bills,

4 To secure the Vole for Megrees and teach it
proper use.

5. To stimulate the cultural life of Negroes,

&, To slep lynching.




July 14, 199

Dear Ur. White:

Tuank you ve y much for sending ze the
card of ueabership io the Nationul hssocistion
for tho Advencesent of Colored Peaple. T am glad
to accept it.

" Very liﬁcaraly youra,

Mr.Falter White
£9 Fifth Awvenue
NIC
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liy dear lira. Roosevoelt:

EXLCUTIVE OFFICLAS

WALTER WHITE

Ror WiLKINE
ARBISTANT SECHLTARY
EDITOR, THE CRIBIE
CHARLEE H, HowstoM
SPLCIAL COUNSEL

THURGOOD MAREMALL
ASSISTANT SPECIAL COURBEL
WiLLIAM PICKENS
DIRECTON OF SEANEHEE
Daisy E. Lauegin
FIELD SECHLYARY
E. FREBERIC MORROW
BEANCH COORDINATON

GrongE B, MURrHY, Ju,
PUBLICITY AMD FROMGTIGHN

Decause we so puel vant the nane of

so ;00d a frieond as you on our nanburship list,

we are listing your contribution of Sunday

July 2nd, as a naibership and are vnclosing

our official receipt.

dver alne

e

llrs. lLleanor lloosevalt
The ‘hite llouse
Washington, L. C.

Wi CTR

Thanic you very luch.

coly,

[ 9] V.t

Lecratary.



I Aumast 19, 1939

Dour L.rl hite:

I .11l bo in lew York on dednesday,
but cua't bo ;here; Tucsday. Could you come
Uy bove on Tueadoy ond beo ot the cottoze o
2iu0 pany I you uce driving, you tuke
Rout o 3-i out of souzhkocpsio, érivo for
about five cdles, und after passing o little
cotoo e aod "Lobiloll™ zas stotion, turn in
ot the firot lune aurked "privoto” on the

right.
Vory olpcord )y yours,
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lrs. Eleanor noosevelt

Hyde Park, wmew York A

My dear lrs. anoosevelt:

will you read the enclosure about an
exceedingly serious situstion . recently inves-
tigated at Tampa, Hloride, and let me come and
talk with you at your earliest convenience. 1

'apologize for the bulk of this but the matter 1is

go important thet it is necessary that I give
you the full story, . enclose the following
documents:

(1) vopy of memorandur of facts.

(2) vopy of letter from Attorney uliver
C, kMaxwell, a prominent white attorney ol .ampa,

{3} Copy of letter teo the Laritime
Cowiisaion ssking that some provision be included
in the new contract just awarded the Tampa Ship-
building corporation which would permit the employ-
ment or qualiriead Negro workers in the event the
lebor unions do not chenge thelr attitude with
respect to Negroes.

(4) vopy of letter to the ixecutive
Councll or the american Federation of rabor.

No reply has come as yet from Admirol
Land or ‘William Green.

1 have reguested an asppointment with the
Attorney wenersl. 1t 1s our fervent aope that the
Vegpartment of Justice will act in this case as it
hae in Louisisna, Kansas City, ana other places.
1t is generally known in .ampa that Fat whittaker
who was defense counsel in the notorious Sucemaker
case contributes heavily to the election of

ENDOHSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW TORK
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Mrs. Elﬁ’nur Hoosevelt
Hyde Park, wew York

Uy dear lrs. noosevelt:

wWill vou read the enclosure about an
sxceedingly serious situation 4 recently inves-
tigated at Tampa, Florida, and let me come and
talk with you at your esrliest convenience. 1
apologize for the bulk of this but the matter is
so important thet it is necessary that I give
you the full story. 1 enclose the followlng
documents : '

(1) uvopy of memurandum.af feots,

(2) uopy of letter from Attorney uliver
¢, Maxwell, a prominent white attorney of' .ampa.

(3) Copy ot letter to the Maritime
Comnission asking that some provision be included
in the new contract just awarded the Tampa Ship-
building corporation which would permit the employ=
ment or gualiried Negro workers in the event the
lasbor unions do not change their attitude with
respect to Negroes.

(4) uopy of letter to the Lxecutive
Couneill of the American Federation of .abor.

No reply hes come es yet from Admiral
Land or William Green.

I have reguested an appointment with the
Attorney weneral. L1t is our fervent hope that the
pepartment of Justlce will act in this case as it
has in Louisisna, Kansas Clty, ena other places.
1t is generally known 1ln .ampa that Pat whittaker
who was defense counsel in the notorious Shecemaker
case contributes heavily to the electlon of

ENDORSED BY THE NATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOURTH AVENUE, NEW TORK



Mre, mleanor Hoosevelt
August 1B, 1939
Fage two

L]

Gharles Silva as president of the sloride sState Federation
of Labor with the hope that silve in turn eould deliver the
labor vote to \Whittaker next year when he plens to run for
Governor. L.t would be a calemity, according to thoughtrul
and decent people in ylorldas, for Whittaker to become the
State's chier executive, -

Ever sineerely,

5

i | J

G Lo b i ==

secretary

Wi SRl
rhel,

P,s. = Since dictating the above, lir. Sochweinhsut of the
Uepartment of vustice has telephoned me to make &n appoint-
ment for next Wednesday. 1t would be most desirable if

T ecould talk with you on Tuesday, it tiat be possible.

W,



MEMORANDUL ON DISCRIMINATION AGATHST MEGRO WORKERS IN

THE TaMPi, FLORIDA, SIOPBUILDING YARDS

Submitted by
The Hutional Associstion for the advuncement of Colored Paebple
69 Fifth Avenue, New York City.

This memorandum presents & situation in Tampa, Florida, involving the
dieplacement of several hundred skilled, semi-akilled and unskilled Negro laborers
and mechanles fommerly employed by the Tampa Shipbuilding and Engineering Compeny. This
displacement has been brought about by certain labor unions and officiuls of these
unions who sacured a closed shop agreement from the employer on June 1, 1938, Before
the agreement Negroes and whites were hired on a 50-50 ratio. At the present time
there are about 1200 emplcyed at the plant, of which number 115 are Megroes and 116
of these Negroes are employed as unskilled laborers.

The federal government is also involved beceuse the controversy at present
involves men working on ships beingz construeted for the U, 5, Government under a contract

with t_hﬂ Hational Maritime Commission.

BACKGROUND

Prior to June 1, 1938, the Tampa Shipbuilding and Engineerinz Company had
nlﬂny{mpluy&ﬂ Negro skilled, semi-skilled, and unskilled lehorers at its plant. The
Negroes worklng at the plant considered the employers as not only fair to them as em-
ployess but elso as Negroes.

In 1933 the Tampa Compeny applied to RFC for a loan, which was granted, to
build a dry-dock. The dry-dock was built and the company begun to bid on government
contracts. In 1938 it wus awarded a contract for the construction of four merchant shipa.

Under this contract the Tampa Shipbuilding Compeny wae rejuired to maintain a closed shop.

—r——————
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Eighteon montha a-c twalva Raproes wnd ono whito wun went on strike opainst
the Tumpa goapuny lfur higher wuros, . a result of this sirile und the provision in
the ocontrect frou the U, 6. iLritlio Jouslssion for s olosed shop, u losal union wue
organived und becaue recopralied us losal #1207 of the Internutional ilod Carriors!
Buflding and Comson Luborers' Unien of imeriou. At this stu-e of eorstruotinn of the
ehips the rujoerdty of Lo ton employed were unshilisd ldborers who uould neriully cous
under the ,ju:lad‘lntlcﬂ:'.t of this elusa of oralt uniom.

When the locul wus oranized o verbul usieement wug ude to uasign the jobs
on o 58=50 besls botwean Megrooo und whito labovers, This 4resemont wed mode Lotween
R, H. Epps, argenizer of the local, M, L. dunders, who wae Lusinsss sgant and four liagro
nerbers of tha locul,

On My 12, 1938, 411w Sulliven, un weent of Glurles b, ~llve, who wes later
to bo uppointed “nwwviunr" of the Wegro unit o local #1207, ruised the juestion of
white und Magre l.borers uesting together ix the sume meetisy; pluce and voting together.
Thie questlon hud never buen rTuised before.

after much regotiutlon betwesn unicn officiuls, employer, und Thomas F,
Heblett, Fleld Examiper of $he National Labor Helatioms Beurd, the Turpa Shipbullding
Company eirned u olosed shop sgresment and contrict on Jume 1, 1938, (. copy of this
contract ie sttuchad horeto ws "Exhihit B".) The contruct wus sirned by the followlng

labor unions:

Internatlional Brotherhond of Boilermubars, Iron Shirbuilders wnd llelpers
. of smerica.

Internaticuul .esociation of Kighinists

Blucksudths, Drop Forgers and Helpera

Intarnutionul Union of Steam & Oporuting Enginvers
Internationul Srotherhood of Elsctrioul sorkers

Int, .@e'u of Bridgo, Structurcl wd Ornausntul Iron workers

United ~su'u of Flucbers wund Stoun Fitters

Shoet Letul workers Int, asae'n

- ——
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Brothurhowd uf i+ ainters, YWoosutors, wd Vaparhun ure of .Zerlou.

Int, Bro. of Jurpeatess and IFrinaL-u

Int. bro. of Tewsters :nd chuulfeurs

Int. bru. v Hod Surctors, Dulldly wd Gy Loborers

In Juue, 193G, the looul was splic dnto two units: Unit . (Bogre) und Unit
B (White)s Tha Negro unit was requirsd $o muintuin ﬁmﬂtu_huad:mur-tm while the white
wilt not in the Centr.l frodes Dullding. 1. L, ‘Sunders rat.inod scontrol of the Hogro
unlt ond begau putting on wora Whilbe men thaa Negroes and theraby violuted the werbal
ppresmsnt, Ho tcok over ¥he hunk seoounts aloo.

- Whon tho Megreos continued to Le danlol thelr ahure of assloyuent thoy ap-
soiated ome of their offleers, J. 7. Oidley, 48 tholr husinoss urent to pest wlth esployer.
The soployer was unible to negotiuto ar to sale eny pgroamont with Aradley becauss of tha
closad nhop wrredsant.

ho Nezro unit uppoaled to tho Intarnmationsl and os » result of this uppenl
Oharles E4lve wus ude "oustodicn® of tha Nogro unit. On Jamury 19, 1933, ull bLooks
apd rooords of tho Wogro unit wero solzod and tukon to the Qentral Troades Bullding.

4o the work oo the ships propresesd more pemi-skilled and skilled luborers
were re.ulred, Churles Silva argunized o loenl of the Internstionnl Brotharhood of
Soilarmekera, Iron Shipbuilders and Holpers of -neriou. Most of the white mmbers of the
Hod Corrders® Unlen wers tranaforrod to the mow union. Many Mogroos qualified far semi-
skilled «nd skdlled jobs applied for udniseicn to the new union und wera rofused admiesion.
The Wegro unlt of the lsd Carriers tendarad tho dues of thirtesn ¥asroan for adniasion
and theyv ware wlso refusad.

In .pril, 1979, the oolored workers aprlled for un swciliury charter foom the
Intormational Brothorhood of Boilermukers. They made the applloatlon to the Zecretary-
Treagurar of tho Intermationsl Uniom, #11liun B, tialter. Thoy vere alviced thut J. T,
Schmitt, Fiold .gent, would grant than un wuxiliory charter. Salusitt came to Thmpa,
colleotod $81,00 fran 13 Negross, udministered thom the cath of the Union und promised
them an ewrdliury chu:ter. Later Schuitt refused to grent them the cluorter und tendarod
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them their duss buok,

On «pril 12, 1939, « number of Negro workien wére sent to S¢, Petersburg,
Florida, by the Tempa Shipbuilding Company to make repairs on « ship, but the business
apgent of the locul Boileruakers Union went to St, Petcraburp, and lwd all the Negro
workers disgharped and replaced withk white workors.

Unit A4 of the Hod Currier's Union is atill strugeling for existence., Several
members of the white unit .ttend the Negro mestings in an effat to help, H, L.
Sanders and Oharles Silvae coutinue their efforts to destray this unit. Whemever nobices
are posted in the shipyurd of a roposed medting of both units these notices are torn
down, When u joint meeting wus called far July 11, 1939, far the purpoas of eslection
of officers Sandors postod notices that tha Beoting wue oulled off. Despite this 185
of the 285 mamburs were present und Uhawles Silva was oulited as "gustodian” of Unit A,
Officers were eleoted cnd on fuly 13 these offigers received the following latter:

"icting upon suthority invested 1o me by the International Iod

Carriers’ Building and Common Laborers' Unlon of fmerica, this

is to advise $hat eugh of you are hareby relieved of any official

gapagity in local Union #1207 of the above ruscd Interwiticusl Union,

"fou are also advised that you are prohibited from aeting in uny

officlal capaoity in thds Union apd tlat you are also requasted not

to attampt to eellect eny duwes of the sele Loocl Union or te perform

uny duties of any office of thds Loonl Union,

"This f{s to furtlor iﬁ_in that any one interferine with the ardinery

procsdlyre of this o ization or collectirg any nonies logully bee

longibg to the said ar izutlon, legal procedure will limadiately be
instituted aguinst them."

Higﬂﬂl: uhﬂ-ﬂ- E, S4lvu
" Chas. X, 5ilva, Internutional Supervisor-
Looul Union #1207 of the Internationul Hod
Carrierd® Building ond CocBen Laborers' of
amariou,"”
4t the present tlua thore are ubout 1200 men employed in the plant of
which 118 ara llegroes, but not ons ias amployed on the ships becauss of the Bollarnakars'
Union. Of the 115 Negroes agployed, 115 are employed as unskilled laborers and two are

working in tho fubricatien plant,
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williem Fletcher, o Mogro who 1. un expert rivet driver Las been foreed to
socept work as & oomion luborers J. J. Bradley, a gkilled lLolsting enginser with 20
years experience is uow ploking up poper in the yards, Joln wells, operator of an ulr
gompressor for more 4han A6 years was glven o white helper at the insistence of the
union, When the assistant belleved ho wus qualified he replaced Walls., Walls who hod
pnot had an acoident during his 25 years wus dimoharged and the white sesistant glven his
job, Within a few deys the new uwan completely wreoked “." maohine beoause of his inobl-
11ty to properly run 1t. 15.&1].5 ig now wofkin; a8 a greaser.

On August 1, 1938, tlere wero 190 paid up Negro members in the Unit 4 of
looal 1207 of the Shipbuildera Union who are unemployed apd waliing the stesets, yot
H, L, Sanders, business ageut, l8 gersifyihg white men to posltlons {in the shipyurd, men

who are mon-members of the loosl, and sllowin- them 4o work on o permlt.

CORDLDBION

The entire difficulty can be traced to ke officials of the unions in Tampa,

Florido and the rul.llu'u of the International Uffickes of ilieze urions o corrsct the
* wrongs. Olarles Silva 1s now president of the Florida Federution of Labor. His attitude

toward tho Negre working nman i oloar. Thn afficials of ths lopels ure working under his
ordars und their wttitude is unti-Negro.

The te9 unions in gquestion huva deprived hegroos of Llelr livelihood. The
Hed Carrier's Unjon set up a sdgregated unit apd then proceeded %o eripple the Negro unit
and %o make all wsslignments of joba from  he white unit. Lhe Bollernskera' Union refused
to admit Wegroes to mesbership and rafusad to grunt theu on zuxiliary chateer. all of thie
is done in a plant operating under a alosed shop agreement. The inevitable result is that
the Megro worker in the Tampa Shipbgilding and Englnesring Compuny is belng somplately
raplaced.

Depriving these hundreds of Wapross of jobs by unions under o closed shop Bgraame

i as effestive os the teking of thess jols by force and violence.

¢
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Law Offlices
MAYWELL & CUBDEY
Attorneys at Law

Tamps Theatrs Building

Tawmpn, Florids
Oliver C. géxwall
Lutier W. Copbey

August 14, 1939

Lr. Walter Walte
69 Fifth svenue
New York City, N.Y.

Dear Sir:

I regret, that I have delayed so long furnishing you with
tne informetlon walecih you re.yuested, concerniag the local political
situetion, whielh so definitely operates to deprive most of the
laboring peouvle of Iillsborough County of their constitutioncl and
statutory rights. The delay has be:n occasioned by the fact tuat
we represent the Cigsrmakers Internstionsl Union of hmerieca. Thelr
contract has Just expired and I nheve been forced to devote my entire
times to negotiations £3r a new contract. An existing laundry strize
and s thrsatened clty-wide sympatiy strike heve complicated the
situstion.

Toampa 1s recognized toroughout the entire Stste, if not
toroughout the entirs South as one of the worst spots in the nation
in so far as the absence of eivil liberties ls concerined. The
periodicul reports of the Auwericazn Clwil Liberties Union will con-
firm this stutement, and political racketeering is so rampsnt that
it furnishes 8 constant subject for couversation throughout tne en-
tire Stote. The fact that the Shoemsker case wus one of the few
whieh nas attained nestionanl notoriety 1s due priuwsrily to the apestiny
of news getnering sgenciea, as simllsar conditious have previlled in
tiis comuunity for many, many yenrs.

48 Ter back as 1901, a group of individuals wio wale en-
deavoriig to orgeanize the workers in the Ciger Industry, wers kid-
naped and apirited away to donduras by some of the then leading
citizens of the comunity. Similar conditions have existed through-
out the iatervening years.

e believe that the keyatcne to the entire situntion in
Tampa is and always has beeu in the control of the gaubliag rackets
with the socompanying political ramificstions widlel protection of
these roc.ets necessitates. 4Lz you EKnow the prineclpol industry in
Tampa is pnd hes been for many years the cigar industry. T.is was
brought to Tampa frow l{avens and Key West and was originally exclu-



gively in the hLends of Spenisrds! 4 lurge Latin populatilon, Cubsus,
Spanizrds snd Itolisns wers iluported into the colwmumlly as worxers in
tuls iuduetrr. They lived to tlemsslves in separote communities, mein-
taines taeir native language end were not absorbed os nany forelgn
elements were in nortiern industrisl ponters. This condition still
exists todoy und we have, in & town of one hundred thousand people,
approximately tuirty five thousand Latins, many of whom do not speak
the English lansusge. These pecople have always nsd a liking for
gambling, particularly in the lottery or numbgrs rac.ets, tie two

most populur forms in Temps being "Bolita' and) "Cuba"., Tiers are in
Tampa nany individusls who have made thelr sole living Igr a perlod

of as long as twenty-five or thirty yeprs doiay nothing eXcept selling
"Bolita” and "Cube" tickets. Gambling of t.is nature is sb wids spread
that it is customary to greet an acquaintance st anr soclal gataering
with the inguiry of wiaat came out on "Cuba",

The large Lstin populstions, invited the ecrestion of politicel
bosaes, who must control local polities in order to insure proper
protection for the ocperation of these racgets. Ior many years, tae
hiesd of tuis gumbling raocket has beenr an individusl naned, Chsrlie iall.
This fact con be emsily proved due to the fact that in July, 1938,

YMr. Wall, who wes then belng tried ii: the criminal court of record for
violatlon of the gambling laws, testified that he was the hesd of
gembling in this county. I eam enclosing a copy of the Tampa Dally
Tribune under date of July £8, 1938 including o portion of this
testimony., all of the testimony is avsailable if desired.

Cuarlie Wall comes fro. one of Tampa's oldest most influen-
tiol wnd respected families. .lis family organized and for meny years
controlled & Lardware store wuich 1a one of the oldest busiiess
institutionals in this commnity. :iis first cousin, Edgsr Well is st
present Fostuaster in Tamps a@nd so for &s I kuow is & very useful and
1w ebiding cltizen. dAnother first cousiu, Ferry ilall has been asctlve
in politieal and-civie life of Tampa and Aillsborough County. e is
8lso, first cousiu to the Lyke's brotlers, who are large stoock nolders
in tae First Netiousl Banx of this city and wao own end control the
Lykes Stesmsuip Compeny snd operate sone of tiae largest cattle ranches
in Florids and Cuba.

Charlie Wall is today one cf the most powerful poliitical
figures in Florids. It is guite easy to understand tiat he mist be
powerful to be able to conduct his wide spread ganbling operutlious, ror
gambling is illegal in Florids sad needs amul: police protsction. In
order to successfully gemble in [Iillsborough County, it is neceessary
that the geuwbler control certaln «Ley offlcers. :e mist Tirst .Lave a
fairly friendly relatiouship with tlie governor as under our coustitu-
tion the governor hos grest pover in appointing publiec officials &nd
mlso the power of removal. [le must completely coutrol the sueriff and
City administr tion so thet he can Luve protection fron sll police
offieisls,  lle migt control the County Solieltor who nas tiae autiority
to file direet infer.ction sgsinst eriminals. iile wust control the
constables to a certain degree for tiey can moke arrcsts indevendant of
the sheriff's office, slthough if he controls the County Solitlcor ne
oan bury sny case wilch might be mede by an obstreperous constuble.



Finally and most important he .amst concrol or iwove a woriing arrange-
pent witu the State Benator frow ais district us, under our Constitu-
tion, Judges, Saeriffs, County Solicitors and .sny other key offiocjals
sre appointed by the govaruor wita tie consent o tiae Senate and
Senstorinl courtesy giv.s to the State Segnator tie absclute power of
veto ou a: pointwents in uis distriet. (le wust dlso, .av. & smoota
wor«iug politicul machine' bectuse these apsointlve officers ure by
custom as'well as ediot of thie Deuoeratle com.lttee placed in the
Demooratic primaries, sud it 1s seldon that o Governdgr falls to
appoint the cuolce of the dewocratie primary.

The faet thnt gewbling flourishes opsnly in Tempz 1s in its-
self proof, th.t Charlie Wall and his cohorts de control or huve a
perfect understending witi the sbove neued ofricials. ilowover, if
Turtier proof were needed, an organizotlon nsmed the Chureh Laymen's
League, headed by i/illi«~i. Sawyer has in its vpossession auple fucts
to prove these allisnces, This orgrnization ceuwe into being as s
result of w Grand Jury investigutioa a ecouple of years ago, into the
saooting of one "Tito" Rubio wko wes Cuonarlie Wsll's first lisutenunt
and tie operator ol Tempals swankKiest gaubling resort. The Church
Layman's League was designed to eliuinste gambling, ond its wvicious
politicul 2nd socioclogicu. conseyuences by bringlng out the fucts
and inducing tle public to boyecott the gamblers. The boycott unas
not been g success, but the orgenization hies sucveedsd lo geeplng
elosed tue prineipal roulette and crap establisiuents, although it
fag nade no progress in the numbers rac:.et. Tals organizstlol at-
teupted to secure protection f'rom the Couuty Solicitor and other
law enforecement ofrficers for tie witnesses wiho wer: willi.g to testi-
fy sgaiust the political bosses of Taumpa, but were never able to
secure suci rotesction ond couseuyuently these partles are extroely
ilesitant to cowe into the open and subject theiuselves to L.e awost
sure retribution of tiie politiocnl over-lords of Tamps. .11 of t.oese
focts sre cowuon gnowledge in this comrumit; wnd huve vppe:red Ifre-
juently in the looul wre:is.

Tie msnuer in whic. these individunls perpetuate tlhelr pover
is by stesling tie election in eleven Letin Frecinets, wileh lave g
very large vote., Tuis linas been going on in Tempu for thiriy yaars.
The wethod of stealing the elections is effective but very crude. a
number of "plug-uglies" are deputized by the sheriff and speclsl police
officers are sworn in by the cnief of police and they crowd sround the
Latinprecincts srued wit. black jooxs, pistols, s:aotguns end even
wachine guns and intiwidate the Latin voters from zoing to the polls,
Additionsl thugs are used &s repesters snd vobla the nemes of the resl
Letin voters. In tae event a Letin cltizen protests, na 1s speedily
garried off to jall by a special police officer on the sleriff's force.
Such teokles naturslly eall for sound organlzation sud thet is
where our rriend Charlie Silva, now president of tie State Federotion
of Labor, fits iuto tue picturz. ZEHacu election fiunds Ciharlie Yall
and Charlie Silve fighting for the same csndidates. Silva Las en
atuy of thugs which he lhwms used for usany years, to intimidste tie




ranic and file of labor, snd slso, to form the nucleus of a balliot
steslinz orus.ization. This wiolficinl arwy is wsintuined with tue
full inowledge of the clty poliee, = faet wnicave personally are in

s positicn to urove. “lle Silwva hos never besn tried for wiclation
of t» election laws an investigator could rind scores of people in
Taupa who could und would testify (if assured protestion) thot taey
heve personally seen him armed wit. blsck Jjuck snd pistols and
sotumlly engsged in eleotlon frauds. It is lnteresting nerc to note
that last spring in en election froud case Chorlie Silva wus foreman
of tie jury which promptly scqultted tlhe acocused.

Silva, las been for meny years in control ol t.e Central
Trades and Labor assembly, whicu is tie axecutive orgenizetion of
all american Federation of Labor Unions in this county. His enly
spparent source of revenue is from his salary as such officer, plus
the profits or the Florias wabor sdvocate, & labor newspaper puplish-
ea weskly. MNevertheless, Silva lives in sumptuous style. His
newspaper, which carries a banner exnortation to buy only from its
edvertisers, has as 1ts advertisers alsmost exclusively non-union
concerns. an investigation into his mdvertising rates would BoubTless
prove interesting. WLuring the 1938 convention of the a. ¥, of L,
in Tgmpa, one witness, wnose name can be furnished stated to me that
a8 kr, Latimer, told him ana another party that he, Latluer, haa
collected $3200.00 for the purpose of printing an snnual book or tne
A. ¥, of L, convention and had remitted all except $290.00 of tals
amount to Silva. The year book was never published. The same witness
on the same occasion stated that Silva had proposed To him that ne
and Silva jointly engage in an advertising venture using Silva'a
paper, the Florida Labor advocate as a mediwn to secure advertising
and using lapor pressure to secure the advertising. 1t is my opinion
that a competent investigator could egsily prove that Silva has en-
gaged in this sna many other types of labor racketeering. UThese
witnesses must be sssured of protection, however, es tney can expect
none from local orriciasls. oilva has as cohorts "muscle men' acting
a5 business agents for most or tlle member unlons oI the uventral
Trades and every time a rank and file member seeks to inject scme
demooracy into the organization such member is intimicated ana bscomes

quieacent.

yo revert to the political efrect of thls situation, I s houla
like to call your attentlon to an els ction which was hela in dills=-
borough Lounty in lys4, rat wWhitaker who was ana naa been sState
Senator for meny years, was running for re-election and thariie wall
and his followers, who have made 1t a practice oOT playing one raction
agalnst sue ouoer an loecal politics was at that electlon SUPPOTLLLE
the candiamoy or Henry Wwlllmen, tToe sond or riven rork Ben 1lllman oOT
south Carolinu. ‘4liman is an attorney in Tampa snu AT toat t ime was
pendidate for the local utilivy coOmpANy. state regulation or puolic
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utilities was the ostensible issue but the real issue, as usual

was the control of the rackets, In the race for this office,
which pays a few hundred dollars, approximately £100,000,00 was
spent. Whitaker carried the entire county with the exception of
the eleven Latin precincts and they went unanimously for Tillman,
by way of ballot stuffing, and Tillman was elected, We have two
primaries in Florida and in the same primary election Claude
Fepper and Park Trammell were forced into the second primary from
a fleld of four or five candidates, Charlie Wall's machine swung
to Trammell and in the second election the United State Senator-
ship was stolen from Claude Pepper in the eleven Latin precinects,
Fepper had a majority from the entire balance of the state but 80
many ballots were stuffed in for Trammell in the eleven Latin
precincts that he was sent back to the Unitsd States Senate by the
grace of Tampa's political bosses., All Tampa elections smell bad,
but the odor of this one was worse than usual, I personally assist-
ed a group of Pepper's supporters (of whom I was one) in obtaining
a great number of affidavits showing the fraud in this election,
The originals of these affidavits were sent to Claude Pepper, and
I assume that he still has them in his possession,

There was a ground swell of sympathy for both Pepper and
#Whitaker after this election and it was generally conceded that this
would ald them materlally when Pepper ran for the Senate and Whitaker
for governor, which he then intended to do in 1936, Right after this
primary Whitaker's supporters, who wanted to get back into power,
revived the K.K.K, ds8 a pulitfcul vehlele and a nucleus for the sup-
port of their candidate, This faect can be positively proven. At
this time the Klan was a moribund organization but it grew steadily
and new political affiliations devdoped which seemed to assure
Whitaker of a good chance to be elected governor in 1936, until one
night in November 1935, a group of police officers invaded a4 private
homs, without a warrant, picked up a group of people who were meet-
ing for the purpose of forming an organization known as Modern Dem-
ccrats and turned them over to a group of floggers. Three men,
Shoemaker, Poulnot, and Rogers wers taken to the woods and brutally
flogged and Shoemaker died of the results of this, There is no
doubt in the minds of anyone that this was the work of the Klan,
Public indignation over the Shoemsker case put a temporary brake on
the development of the K.K.X. but as tims went on the organization
grew and in 1938 Whitaker again ran for the State Senate and was
overwhelming elected, having been supported by Wall and Silva at this
time.

These individuals have always been bitterly opposed to the
Hew Deal although when cocasion demanbd they gave 1lip servics to
its prineiples. An alliance between them and the Klan wasa only nat-
ural, The Klan has grown to large proportions at the present time,
I am enclosing two Evening News, a small newspaper published twice
each week which will show you to what extent the Klan is active in



Tampa today. I particularly call your attention to the issue of
February 1, 1939, in which the paper attempts to Justify the burn-
ing of a fierr gross near the Davis Island Coliseum whike President
Roosavelt's birthday ball was in progresas,

At the present time Whitaker, Wall and 3ilva are friendly
allies politically. Wall has conslderable influence with Gowvernor
Cone and can practieally dietate to the City Administration, Sheriff
und County Solicitor. Most of the city officiaels, as well as most
of the county officlals are Klansmen or Klan aympathizera and al-
most without exception they are bltterly anti-laboer. The Klan
likewise 1s working in hammony with a group of the Catholiecs who are
the followers aof Father Coughlin, in fighting the laboring man and
alao ralsing a great cry against the Negro. Recently the Klan call-
ed every business and professional man in Tampa and ascliclted con-
tributions for a Klan convention .in Tampa. We were called and had a
vary instructive conversation with the gentlemen at the other end of
the line, He assured ua that the Klan no longer hated Jews and
Catholics but that it was after "communism" and the Negro. A "com-

munist" 1s defined by the Klansmen as belng any one who sympathized with

the objectives of the New Deal, In the Evening News, which seems to
be the Klan's official organ, all sympathizers of canatitutiunal
guaranties including President Roosevelt are called "Reds","Faellow
Traviklera" or "Communist®,

In 1938, we were employed to represent the local unlons
of the Cigarmakers International Union of America in an attempt to
negotlate a new union contract, The contract was signed in August
1938 but certaln matters were left open for arbitration befora the
department of labor. Considerable controversy arose and a strike
was not an impossibility. In October, Silva wired the International
President of this unlon urging the arbitrary suspensicn of the union
officlals on the ground that they were attempting to throw the or-
genization C.I.0 and that they were "promulgating communistie pro-
paganda.® The charge with respect to the C.I.0. was patently false,
as we had already signed a closed shop agreement with the 4. F, of L.
and the chaerge of Communlism simmered down, when a bill of particulars
was produced to the fact that the union leaders had urged support of
the wage and hour law, the Wagner ~ct and the policles of Mr. Roose=
velt., An injunction was brought agalnst these partles on a Friday
and in order to avoid a sympathetic strike on Monday, a mass meeting
was called of the workers by the remeining officers of the union at
the Labor Temple in Ybor City, one of the Latin sections of Tampa,
Just prior to all this, Silva had been in constant cocnference
with Senator Whitaker., When thls meeting was called, Silva
threatensd the union members with blood-shed, if they attempted to
hold the meeting. Such threats were also made by the representative
of the International Fresident, who waes accompanied at the time he
made such threats by a group of deputy sheriffs. Attempts were made
to kidnap and slug union leaders. In order to avold blood-shed my
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partner, Luther W. Cobbey, went to the captain of the city policé

and asked for police protection for this union meeting. The captain .
suggested to Mr. Cobbey that he go see Charlie Silva, "who keeps

gbout £00 thugs in tow for such purposes™., When Mr. Cobbey protest-

ed that it was from these thugs that we expected the trouble the

captain consented and did send us two men. However, a large body

of deputy sheriffs posted themselves 1n front of the Labor Temple

with machine guns, ih an effort to intimidate the workers from golng

to this meeting. The meeting however was held without incident.

Subsequently, Mr. Van Horn the International President of the
union, came to Tampa and efforts were made to adjust the intra union
controversy. A very significant thing happened at this time. One of
Charlie Wall's principal lieutenants approachsd an officer of one of
the local unions and told him that the union was becoming too much of
political menace in Ybor City, but that if it would refrain from
political activities, the controversy gould possibly be settled. Dur-
ing negotiations to settle the injunetion suit the officials of the
union were constantly threatened with K.K.K., if they persisted in
refusing to accede to the demands of Van Horn and Silva. Ample
evidence along this line is available. These threats wera so open-
1y made that on one occaslon such a threat was actually made to the
head of the local union in the presence of a conciliator from the
department of labor in Washingtom.

While this controversy existed an election was held at one of
the local unions and an effort was made by the rank and file to oust
the officers who were frienmdly to Silva with a view of eventually
custing the racketeers from their hold on Central Trades., Silva
sent some of his thugs out to try to ateal this election, but they
were so closely watched that they had to slip a pack of marked ballots
unfolded into the ballot box in a side opening. When the ballots were
counted a group of Silva's thugs were present attempting to intimidate
the workers but they were unsuccessful, The election officlals threw
gut the unfolded ballots, which eoculd not legally have been put in the
vox, Immediately Silva's men called the sherlff and police and eleven
cars of police officers swooped down on the Labor Temple setting up
machine guns in an effort to frighten away the union members. 1 was
personally celled out of bed at 11 o'clock at night to help cope with
this situation and eventually, through the help of a City Alderman,
who hed at one time been a cigar maker, we were able to induce the
gheriff ‘and policemen to leave.

Another 1llmstration of how this group operates is afforded
by an incident whiech occourred last Saturday, August Sth. I have
previously stated that the Evening News i3 a small newspaper which
has been actively supporting the interest of Wall, Silva, and their
allies, One of Silva's prime allles 1s W, E. Sullivan, who 13 head
of the local Teamsters Union and president of the Central Trades. A
laundry workers' strike 1s now {in progress in Tampa and for some Treason



the Evening Hews, which is published by William Placle, has deserted
Silva, Sullivan and company during this controversy and last week
the Evening News carried a rather caustic editorial againat Sullivan,
Sullivan took issue with this statement and accompanied by four or
five thugs, marched into Placie's newspaper office last Saturday
afternoon and beat bim up, breaking hls nose, blacking both his eyes
and knockling ocut four teeth. None of this hes appeared in any of the
local newspapers nor have any arresats been made for this assault, I
do not lntend to leave the impression that Placle 13 in any wise a
martyr. He 1is a vicious influenoce infampa, but it pratty well 111~
ustrates the power and tactlecs of the political and labor racketeers.

With the foregolng background, the problems of the Negro are
much mor- easily understood. These first came to our attention last
winter, when we were approached by the local officers of the Inter-
national Hod Carriers, Bullding and Common Laborer's Union of America,
Local 1207, This local union was organlized early in 1938 under the
direction of one K, H, Epps, a seaman, of questiochable antecedents
as president and one H., L. Sanders as financlal secretary. At the
time this loocal .union was organized workmen in the yards of the Tampa
Ship Building and Engineering Company was being paid 25g¢ per hour,
Certaln colored workmen then employed in the yards struck for higher
wages and out of this strike local 1207 was formed and an sgreement
was entered into betwsen the Ship Bullding Company and the Unicon.
This local Umion was composed of 13 men, 12 Negroes and 1 white. The
Union grew rapidly with a2 mixed white and black membership, until it
had 250 members.

The local was subsequently divided inteo two units, Unit 4
baing for the Negroes and Unit B for the whites. Slnce they were
Negroes, Unit A members were not encouraged at the Central Trades Euilding;
s0 they maintained a separate office for their own use, employed an
office girl and maintained a telephone where they could receive noti-
fication when men were wanted by the Ship Bullding Company, which
was then and is now engaged in building two ships for the Maritime
Commission, The Ship Buillding Company had a ship building contract
with a number of A. F, of L, Uniona. These are controlled locally by
Silva and his associates., It was understoocd that the work at the
Ship Building Company should be divided as evenly as possible between
Negroes and whites end that all workmen should be permitted to advance
according to their skill without dlscrimination es to race.

Another Union which 1s a party to thls contract and whose
mambers do identical or very similar work as the members of the Hod
Carrier's Union is the International Bfotherhood of Beller Makers
Iron Ehip Builders and Helpers of america. Thils Unlon is also er
Silva's control., Silva and his asscolates, by insisting that certain
work be done by members of the Boiler Makers Unlon and by refusing to



acoept Negroes in the Boller Makers Unlon have effectively kept the
Negroes from cbtaining employment, although many of them are entire-
1y capable of handling the work., Silva's juggling of the varlous
unions under his control has actually resulted in the discharge of
skilled Negro workers who have been employed at the ship yards for
many, many years. This racket now affects not only the Negro but

also the white worker, If a worker, black or white is "in" with
Silva, and pays the necessary transfer dues he can obtain work; other-
wise he is barred from employment. Such complaints have come to us

from white as well as colored members,

Buring July, August and September o £ 1928 work was slack at
the ship yards and a Negro, J. J. Bradley, was appointed agent to deal
with the employers but the employers refused to negotiate wlth
Bradley and the colored workmen had no one to look after their in-
terasts., When the strike which gave birth to the Union occurred it
was understood that the original members would be the first to re-
celve jobs. When the union was recognized, six of thess criginal
members were never re-smployed. While this wam a patent vielation
of the Federal Laws no effort was made by Silva to protect these
workers, five colored and one white.

Last spring, Epps, the white seaman, who organized the local
union and Silva had a falling out, By some devlous method Silva
had become Supervisor of the local umion, with authority from the
Tnternational Presidents, on the theory that he had advanced some
money for dues of employed members and that he would be Supervisor
until this money was paid back. Last spring while acting as Super-
visor, Silva suspended Epps as business agent and secured an injune-
tion against him enjoining him from interfering with the union or 1ts
affairs. While Epp's record is none too geod, he was, according to
the statements of many employees made to me, fair to the colored
workmen. Silva appointed in his place, H. L. Sanders, a white man,
who consistently connives to deprive the Negroes of their joba,

I wish to digress a moment concerning the subsequent history
of Mr. Epps. After he was ousted, Epps operated a frult stand and
one night last January, while Epps was at his place of business two
men attempted to kill him, Epps was shot in the leg. He definitely
jdentified his sssailants, and they were arrested. Shortly there-
after, the american Federation of Labor executive committee was meet-
ing in Miami. Silva went there to confer with them, I was personal-
1y informed by & friend of Silva's that on his return, he boasted
that he had received assurance of sufficlent funds to see that Epps’
assailants never went to jail. He was true to his boast. They were
not ever tried and although they had admittingly shot a man, with
apparent intent to kill, all charges against them were dropped.

After Hpps was ousted and Sanders aubstituted in his place
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Sahders sent & truck toc the Negro headquarters of the union with
orders from Silva and removed all records and equipment of the

Negro unit to Silva's office and forbade the Negroes from meeting.

By this device and the refusal to recognize the Negro business agent
all employment came through Sanders, but all he has done for the
Negroes is to collect dues from them, frequently giving them receipts
on the back of envelopes. No accountizng has ever been made of these
collections,

When the Negro members of this union consulted with us, we
realized that they could get no assistance locally and they wrote to
Joseph Moreschi, the president of the Hed Carriers Union. The first
of these letteras of which you have a copy, was dated January 20, 1939.
(Epps was shot on January 29, 19%9) The Negroes, recelved no encourag-
ment from Moresohi. From what we now learn there is little hope
of them ever recelving any. The Hegroes alsc sougnt entrance into
the Boller Makers Local Unlon and hoped by this means to gain em-
ployment, but they were not allowed to joln this local. At cur sug-
gestlion these men also wrote a letter to the Prealdent of the Boller-
makers Unlen but they received no encouragemernt from this source either,

1t became evident to us last spring that ocur only hope was
through the Federal Government in Washington and it was by virtue of
this conviction that you recelved the letter dated April 15, 1938 from
your corresponding secretary in Tampa, I shall not reiterate the
facts set forth in that letter.

Recently the loecal units, having long since paild off the
alleged loan of Silva, wrote their International President requesting
goms volce in their affairs and the removal of Silva as supervisor,
They received no action from the International President but shortly
after this letter was wtitten Silve arbitrarily suspended all of the
parties who signed the letter. Ancther meeting was called 1n protest
of this illegal act and one white member of the union, & Latin named
Lopez, was directly threatened by one of Sllva's henchmen with the
E.K.E. if he attended the meeting., Similar threats were made toc the
Negroes, In fact, the Negroes are constantly threatened in this manner
but it is difficult to get them to talk.

This problem has become more acute since you were in Tempa.
We have a Sihm Clearance Projeet in Tempa using & number of Negro
workmen, About two weeks ago Sllva's group voted tc insist upon a
closed-shop upon this project, which will force all Negro employees
to join the Hod Carrler's Union, supervised by Silve and pay tribute
to him in order to get a Job., If Silva is successful 1n this maneuver,
he likewise will get a closed-shop on two other slum clearance projects
scheduled for Tampa in the near future. Negrc workmen will be practi-
cally at his meroy. Since he is workling closely with the K.E.K. and
since the K.K.K. is fighting against all employment of Negroes you
can readily see what this will mean,

T ——— A T
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There is no hope for correction locally. The present politi-
cal combination of Silva, Charlie Wall, Pat Whitaker and the City
Administration 1s soc powerful that the loeal courts and law enforce-
ment offic ers will do nothing.

Since we had our talk, I have conversed with a number of my
friends in Tampa who have in their possession or have the means of
obtaining sufficlent evidence to completely clean out this town by
federal mction. I regret to say that most of them are very cynical
about the chances of Federal assistance. Many of them have told me
that they bellieve that there 1s now a political alinement between
Wall, Silva, Whitaker end Senator Pepper. This is mersly rumor of
which I have no personal knowledge. My informants believe that Wall
is so firmly intrenched and has such political influence through his
friends and relations with the Administration, that any federal in-
vestlgation could and would be checked. Consequently, these parties
believe thet any affidavits which they give would be a futile gespure
and that the information therein contained would inevitably seep
back to the locel political bosses:and that the affiant's would be
the only ones to suffer.

i~ s

Until I talked with you, I myself, shared ascme of these views,
Last spring I endeavored to invoke federal assistance when the events
hereinbefore related culminated in one of my clients being slugged
when he left the Labor Tgmple in Ybor City. I sent a letter of com-
plaint to Brian McMahon then in charge of Criminal Division of the
Department of Justice. After some delay my letter was referred to
H., S, Phillips, United States District Attorney in Tampa, I had a long
talk with Mr. Fhillips, whom I regard as an extremely able, high class,
liberal and conscientiocus man., Mr, Phillips was sympathetic but,
quite naturally, insisted that the department be furnished with defin-
ite evidence in affidavit form at which time perhaps an agent would
be sent in, if the proof warranted 1it. Unfortunstely at that time I
hgd neither the time nor facllities to do the spade work for the
Federal Bureau of Investligation. I had no wey of insuring my inform-
ants of the protectlion which they will definitely need unless steps
are teken to ham-string the racketeers. Furthermore the local people
arse suspicicus of the good faith of the Administration. Many have
pointed out to me that the present politicel combine has controlled
appointments in all Federal sgencies in Tampa. This is unfortunately
toue to a large extent. I mention this merely to show you reasons why
local people who really want to see Tampa cleaned up are so realistic
and skeptical; and why they hesitate to glve assistance in concrete
form.

Our only hope is in a Federal investigation similar to that
now belng conducted in Loulsiapa. An experlenced investlgator can
easily obtaln ample evidence of violations of many federal laws,
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I feel morally confident that the income tax laws must have been
violated and I believe that I have included in this letter suffi-
cient facts upon which indictments could be returned for eonspir-
acy to deprive citizens of thelr rights and privileges. I also

want to point out that the Federal Government has recently deslg-
nated Tampa g8 & location for one of its ma jor alr bases. This
means that many thousands of soldiers and thelr families will socon
reside in our community. This in 1tself should be some inducement
to the Federal Government to clean house in Tampa. If you can
accomplish anything in this connection you will not only protect

the rights of Negroes,ih whom you are primarily interested,

but likewise, protect the rights of the thousands of common citlizens
m@u are terrorized by the local gamblers, racketeers and accomplices.

I have asked Mr. Sawyer, President of the Church Layman's
League to %iva me a short statement of what he thinks is wrong with

Tampa and enclose his statement herewlth.

Sincerely,

MAXWELL & COBBEY

By’ Oliver C. Maxwell
Ol aw

P, 5. If we are assured that Washington means business I will
endeavor to secure affidavits supporting any of the facts
gnumerated in this letter.

PP,S8. I will send Sawyer's statement lateT,

T ——



Augustll, 1939

United Stetes Maritime Commission
washington, D. O.

Attenilon: Rear Admirel Pmory S. Land,
Chairman.

vwith respect to the awerd by the Maritime Com-
misslon on August B to the Tampa ShipWuilding end
Engineering Company of & contract to ppnatruct five
C-1 oargo shipe at s cost of [1,814,4ED. sach, or a
Lotz=l of 99,072,1580., we ruapuuk;;llg rge that there
bu written Into the contrunt provisie
disorininution in employment 4n the con
these ves2els on account o© araed color,
ginllur to the clauses 1 ntrgots of the Department
of the Interior umd of t \Hn ed LStetes Houslng
Authority. 4

In subse
herawitii the rep
the lesat month b
disoriminetion apd

his regusst we enclose
nvelitipation made within
flegrent and notorious
led, semi-skilled and
unskilled [ whrkars- 14 employment on the con-
struotion” ‘ﬁgur Ve now being bullt for the
Maritime/ fommissjon by the Tampa Shlpbullding and
ingineenipg Comp + This diserimination is in no
wise pra oad the Tampa Shipbullding and Engineer-
ing Comp - i5 instesd csused wholly and solely
by the closéd shop nfruamcnt glgned June 1, 1938,
betwean the Tampa Sh Ehuilding and Ingloneering Compeny
and twelve unions affiliated with the americaen
Federotion of labor. Oertalo of these unions, and in
purticular the International Brotherhood of Loller-
makers, Iron Shipbullders und Helpers of ,uerloa,
exolude Negroes, whatever thelr qualificutions,
experience or skill, from membership in these unlons.
Thie oiroumstence, combined with the closed shdp
agreement ooncerning whiloh negotiutions are now in
progress with respeot to renewal of that agrsement,
havae resulted in almost complete excluslon of Negro



United States Maritime Commission - 2

workers from the Tampa shipyerds, deapite the fact that a number of
these Negroes are highly skilled and have worked for the Tampa
ehipyards for perlods in some instences running es high =8 twenty to
twenty-five yeurs,

In the sttuched wemorendum are set forth ocarefully authentiosted
details of the undemocratio end viclous method by which these unions
heve denlea to legro citizens the right to work on contracts
financed in toto by the federsl government , for the support of which
twelve million American Negroes are taxed at the same Tate a8 their
white fellow ,meriocans,

We formally rejuest opportunity to be heard bufore these
gontracts ure slgned. Ve further suggest that the Maritime Comnission,
prior to slgning of the contracts, summon to Washington the following
persons;

Ernest Kreher - President of the
Zngineering Comp

pa Shipbuilding and
s Teampa, Florida.

Jumea long - General Juperi
and Representet of
at Tampa, F

of the Tampa Shipyards
e itaritime Commission
da. \\

the American Federntion of labor

dent of the International Brother-
arrlers, Bullding and Common

hool Street, julnoy, Mass.

Frank Mecall retary of the Viorkers Defense League,
street, North, 3t. Petersburg, Fla,

J. A, wklin sident of the International Brothsrhood

I Uollermskers, Iron Shipbuilders snd Helpers
T America, Brotherhood llock, Kansas City,
ansas. (And in the event his advanced age

und hezlth do not permit him making the trip

to Washington, we suggest: Willlam E. Walter,

Seoretar,-Treasurer, or Cliarles J. MoGowan ,

Vice-President)

Hev. M. D. Potter - Editor, Tampa Bulletin, P. 0.Box 2232,
Tampa, Florilda.

F. W. Watman - Seoretary of the International Brotherhood of
Hed Carriers, Bullding and Common Laborurs,
Local ‘1207,

Charles ®. 5ilva - President of the Plorida State Federation
of Labor, 0/0 The Florida Labor Advooate,
Tampa , Finrida.

Respeotfully,
(Signed) WALTER WIITE
WW:RR Searatary

B e



BATIOMAL ASS0CTATION JOR TIE ADV.CQENT o

How York

Jugast 11, 1989

~foriocan federction of Labor

Attontion: 1l 1len Oroen,
 \ I'ro Ild.ﬂht-

|

The NHatlonal isscolation the .dvanocerient
of Colored l'oopls hrowith places forr bafore the
ILxooutive Council of the ~ioan Teasrwilon of Labor in
ueoting ussgubled at .tluntle City u w1 contain-
ﬁ surafully authenticated vith o t to the

orlous dlsorinination g t, basdd on 1uce
and solor, praotlood Ly I tional Mrotherhood of
Bollorwkers, Iran Shipwulldors llolpers of .ciarlom
and gertain offiocials tha tlonal Jirotherhood
of Nod Carriers, Bulldiwy unﬂ. Laborers.

1s now taking pluoco at

th m:n‘ﬂ 7
4& ﬂ?ﬂ-m Lﬂm

j.nd 10 rnllmring Tucts set

undl m.g!.nnnﬂnq
t alling up toly
Vesgels f'or lanrit!.ln
115 Statos govoruent. It was ond
thn pra ﬂun of lirs irneat Xieelwr, President of
0 0 the best workers uvailable re-
: y ho and his ansocoliutes hning
d of nore than twenty-five yoars,

: mgimering Corpany
was ol Ju.nnl..lm tnthinnrrmth-t.mmt.h-
u.n& savoryl Anerioun roderntion of

When the question was rulped ws to
mploynant of skilled, soni-skilled and unskilled



i

imerloon VYedeveiion of lebae = 3

Negro workers, buowiwse il Intematlional !Sothorhiood of Nollezinliors,
Iron ;ph!.wu:.'..auru and lLelpers of .cwrlpu wzoluded leproes Zrou noibo™-
ship buoause of ruou wnd color, apprardoe imu nude but wes subsoquontly
proken thut liugroes whodd be g!m u soparato union, Largoly on the
utrnnﬁ‘hb. af o oe tho Tm Shilpbullding and . npdnes Uapany
ol u olosed sliop contrsot, idhsroupan the unlon ducs wileh hud beon
pald by the lisgro worlawn, &0 ulso hud taruon tho osnth of the wileon
voro tendersod Luck to then und notioe wnz uorved on the ohipyards that
none but union nen night Lu wployud,

.0 u Fusult of this doublo-orossn and chionnory reputable
and hiphly skilled Negro workers huve hoon oxo uded fron the Jarpu
ghip yurds und oither uve walldng ilo ptroots or wro colng :mnﬁ worl:
ubout the plant,

he loritine tomission yestorday awarded the “aupa
chipbuilding and .ngineering Company another contraot to aonotruot
five 0-1 ocargo vhips ut a cost of $9,072,180. IT the c¢Xopod shop
gontraot whioh explred on lluy 51, :'Lﬂﬁﬁ, g ronewed, necotictions to
thot end nmow being in progross, legro werkers will tm wxoluded fram
eaiploynent not only on tho our ships neoy bedng Lullt wug on tlw five
for whioh contruot was pruntoed yustardny hy e Uaritine vorpiission
to the Tumpa ~hipmilding and npinge Ang Cojuny.

We are today formwdly :ﬂg_uunti:m': the Varitise Comnisolon
thut in the cortruots for thess flvs pe thore be included iron-olad
provisions prohibit dlvorinination gaploymant, by anyone, in-
oluding mpimmm, lubor uniong and nyore oloc, o account of rooo,
orosd or color.

o ure heraddyl requesting epportunity to he hoard by

the xooutive .ounoil of the .rwerican Vgderation of Labor to theo end
that it ney tuke vigorouo| hotion wguingt the Internationul Nrothorhood
of Jollsnmulwrs, Irven ohipiulliory ul I'olpors of .cw-len; the
Internatlionul 'rothuerhool liod Cavpbars, "ullélng @ud Cavnan Loborors;
and all others undur ity Airest or Intirect Surtsdiction vho cyo
reaponaiblo for thie oufuccoun sitiwmtilon, uwilure to tulo declulve
sotion by tho tloan Juduaution of Lubor will ‘srunie Lnercnood
resontoent on e part of velievers in the iiehts of wlon labor
and the public. penerelly. ¥ tnow tlwt you w11 upree thet union
labor ull others, must oo into oourt with cloan hande. (e
know ﬁmt you will further wgroe that erpanizod lpbor eunnot expooct
its dennndn thal soriulptlon wralngt 1t bo wndled sdwn orpanized
labor itself lc m fg cdsortidnutions "o Inow further that

ou will sgruc that white Llubor onn nover he frroo an long mo black
{nb-ur 1s wwlsveds @ aru conficent thut rou Wl 11 weo that thio
Taupa situation iz u otauol in tho nontrils of deuoent people and,
unless sorrwoted, will cuuse those responsibls for it in the .uwrican
oderation of Lubor to stand indlotod of bigotry and intoleruble
i.njunt!.un.

: e Tespectiully wege unconpronising notlon on this cupo
and aak that you advise us of the notion wdidlch you wAll take.

Sinoercly yours,

(Lignod) walter ihlte
Wit Sgoratary.



Heptember 19, 1u3

hear l.r. ‘hita:

ilra, Roogevelt astod me to reply
to your lettcr of Septumber 6th, anfl to
exrpluln to you that you had not recelved
viord sooner tecause wie have no rzeord of
a letter from you dated July 23th. T am
sorry for the delay and recret to tell
you that ‘ra, iicosevelt 1s very sorry she
can not aocept your Invitation to serve
on thu board of eiitors. ller time 1s so
Tllled thut she has found 1t necessary to
refuse all requests of this nature for
the tise belnp. -

Yery salneersly yours,

CT: mds

Zeerotary to
Lira, l'oosavelt

I'r. YUalter hite
Hatlonal :sssooelation for the Advance ent
of Colorol rfeosle
69 Fifth .vanue I
New York, !. Y.
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69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TELEFHONE Al.lnnu.ulu 4-388

Official Crgan: The Crisis

.1 L

A

My deur Mrs. Roosevaelt:

On July 2Bth we wrote you to exterd an invitation to serve
on the board of editors of a seriss of Informationsl pamphlets
which the N. ss se. G B, proposes to publish. .ill it be possible
for you to serve®? Je very muclh Lope S50

¥You will be interested in lewrning thatl the following huve
ugraed to serve:

Horuce Kann Bond
Joln Deway

William H, Hastie
Prauklin F. Houpper
anstin H, EaseCormick

Mys,. Mary Meleod Bethune
Sterling Brovm

Mork Etheridge

Earnest i. Hootom
Charles H. Thoupson

Williom owlloan Hellson Thomas Parran
E. George Puyne haymond Feurl
#s Fhilip Randolph Floyd We lLooves
Theodore Hoosevelt T. V. Smith

Laxvwell Stewart
ltobert C. Weuver
Louls T, Jright
Denuld Young

arthur B, Spilngarn
Charles S. Johnscn
<harles H, Wesley
Max Yergan

And we have had s most romarkmhle response from branches of
the asscelation who, to dete, have ordered 15,820 ccoples, which
13 an average of 1,318 for sach of the twulve pamphlets. It has
baen decided to reduce the number from 1€ to 1. A numbar of the
braonches are yot to he heaprd from wnd we huve not yat scught ad-
vunce orders from a larpe number of orpanizatiors, & number of which
have muniCasted intercat 1n the project and sxprossed w noed for

guch literatura.
Ever BEE:].“ {
*
500 o

Mrs. Eleanor Rooccevelt
The .hite llouse
Wlashington, D. C.

W.slc

218 FOURTH AVENUE, KEW YORK



Septemhar 19, 1939

Gal lir. White:

Is thers u school in Texas, or
nearby, where three boys, ages eleven,
ten ani five, con po to learn trades%
The oldest boy wants to be & carver
an! echanic, ani the second boy wants
to be 4 rusloian and dancer. The
rother hasn't uch money but she would
try to pay sosething.

Very slncerely yoursa,

MCT:ml s

o el 1=
(Y I ! g g
Reply trom sr, White - saying that no school could be found for these
¢hildren - sent to Mrs. falker 10-23-39

i

L i ki vk s b e ale] 4 e,

s i il 3 ’



MATIOWAL OFFICERS NETIDHAL A'SSOCIhTIUN FGR TH E EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

Pesa.. ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE waren wae
69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK ABSSTANT SECRITARY

TELEFHONE, ALSoNOoUIN 4-358 ﬁ:m: -I:ml.
" Oficl O The v i T

MECRETANY

CHAIRMAM OF THI BOARD
Dn, Louis T, WRiGHT

VICE-FAESIDENTE
Hlﬂlll || IIII“E*HI

How Aaraue %-? s

ISHOF JOHN .
::L}?ug ‘I:::;' H-m.lul " Daigy E. LAWPEIN
, i FIELE SECHETARY |
on, (R4 W.JaTH ‘
H = N L il-I?. E. Feepemic Mosnow

EW, A, all'l'l"ﬂ
ARTHUR SPiNGANH
DEFwaLD GAREIROM YiLLARD
TREASURLE
Mamy WHITE OVINGTON

BEAMCH CODADINATON

Gromgn B, MumPHY, J&.
PUBLICITY AND FEOMOTION

Depterber

a6
POARD OF DIRECTORS "'“"E'h
Abasts Eugene M. Martin EL b 1959
Dalllmors Carl Merphy 3 -
Birpslogham, Als. Dr. E W, Teggart 1
Dovten, Mass,  Alfred Baker Lowls \ |
Charteston, W, ¥a. T, G, Nutter J (
Chisagu Pref. Paul H. Dowgles
Clevaland Hus leﬁ{ E. Dwvis B
L. Fearl Mitchail
Urirole Louls C, Blount

Bmporls, Kasa, Wililans Aben White
Whass, M, ¥, Major Robevri £ Tromsuw
Nasbivllle, Teae, Dr. N, O MeFhvrson

gl o liy dear !'rs. noosevelt:
IJIIJL'I | :I:-'ll.lltﬁ"'ll Mmm. im
Hubwes T Deinny I en vriting to py friend, President
;ﬁmm“ Fanks of the Preairie view Tioriwl and Industrizl
ﬁ;‘ﬂ'f::’"“::. School at Pralrie view, "exsa, to ssk his ed-
ﬁ??“ﬁ;p“‘““' vice regarding ¢ school vhere the three boys
Eﬁg‘.ﬁm“"ﬁw can ro to learn trades.
Hen Charles Poielll ¥
g ] I am slso asking the sane infTornetion
jirhur B Rotogars of !Mr. Meceo Smith of our Nallas Zranch and who
. B Ty ams is also 3ecretary of the Dallas Mepro chanber
" e, Willlam Allas Hellsos of Conmerce. [
drkinbssnian Clly Floscos Dunjes
ttlchmond, Va,  Dr. . L. anssme If you willl let ne Inow vhere the boys
Lt ey b N live and how nuch the nother is eble to poy it
Topekn, aus, oo Arbur Cappar would help us in trying to find a ploce.

L, Ellzal=th 'l'lll-nl abis

HATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER
Arthur IL Hpingarn, New Tork, Chalrman

Allasia
Haerksiey, Callf,
Lroalon

&, T, Waldsg
Waller A OQorden
Irwin T, Dorch

Cluarleston, W.Va, T. 0. Huttar
Uhloags

Trein CL Blolllson
Edward I, Morris

with cordial persona) rrestings, T an
|
iver s arely,

Cecretary.

Krie, I'n. Willlam F. Lliig
dncssnriile . D, Mol
Vo Angeles ‘Thomas L. Orimik, Ir,
Lawlarills Chariss W, Anderson ¥i o
Madisea, Wis,  Lioyd Garrisen l'rs. dlesanor TMoosevelt
Maskoges, kla, Charles & Chandlar = - Eeany o
L;"r gy rml FF?;;hiLEHLDhELP
York ubert T. Delasy washington, T M.
Aribur
Harl W T
o I
Charlss H. Srudia
Fhlisdalphis Franciy
Toleda, Obla i.‘ltnd
#ﬂ-mnhu
Waahlngles #

W CTr

ENDORSED BY THE MATIOMAL INFORMATION BUREALU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK




September 26, 1939

My dear Mr. White:

I brought your letter of the 2lat to
Mrs. Rocsevelt's attention end she duys sha is
sorry but she wust ablde by her declslon os
gsiven you in my letter of September 19. She
15 too busy to take on anything new which will
mean mctive work of eny kihd, either 1n mest inga
or ndded correspondence, and she 1s even refusing
to lend her pame to new organizut lons in an honorary
capacity.

Mrs. Roosevell mpprocictes your writing
apaln bul is sure you ¥il1l padaratund why the Lot
refuse your rogucat.

Vory clooevely yuurs,

Secratary to
Mra,. Roosavelt

Mr, Walter White
£9 Fifth Avenus *
Rew York, Hew York
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Alania mn’. Marstn
s Carl b

iElrankaghass, Ala. Dr. B W, Teggari

Bostou. Bass. Alired Dakor Lawis

Uharisbon, W.¥a, T, . Nutter

hlenge Peel. Paul W Dougles

rveland g Hurry B Davie
- ﬂhm L
Dietruli Lazala C. Blownt

Eniperia, Kans, Wikilams Allen Whits
Mhsow, N, ¥. Major Mobsri B, Trecas
Nashullle, Tean, Dr N O MasPhamss
Hewark, N, J, Orice B. Fendarson
Mew Verk HLHH A,

=
=

. Or. Loula T, W
LICELS oy D Willlam Al Nallson
Diilibivain Clty Roscos Drunjes
Isndors Mariin
Blohmend, ¥i. Ui W, L Iessoms
b Lauls ¢ Blliwy R Redmasd

Cagpar
L Hoa T
waliiuglon e Illuh;l'l. Hrlh
Edwird ]

ful H.
Dr; Eilsabath Yates Wbk

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTER
l:l-ll-r B, Hplngarn, New York, Chalrman
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I-rhh;- Callf,  Walter A, Gorden
Trwin T, Dorch
Mtﬂd,ﬂ'.\'-. T. G. Hulter |

1939 )

Iy dear lMiss Thompson:

I er so sorry lra. Roosevelt did not get the letter
of July 28th. IHere is a copy of it znd the enclosure
which wes sent with it.

we -have had a most remariiable und gratifylng
reasponse to our invitations to prospective nenbers ol
the board. Among those who have spreed to serve are
Dr. Zernest .. Hooton, head of the nepartment of fnthro-
pology at Harvard; Dr. Frunz Poas; 1'rs. Bethune; Dr.
Reymond Pearl, biclogist at Johns llopkins; Dr. Thomas
Parran, surgecn General of the United Stotes; Professor
Paul Douglas of the Univarsity of Cchicaso; Judge Jilllian
H. Hastie; Professor Cherles 5. Johnson of Tisk Uni-
versity: Dorothy canfield "'isher; Jonsthen Taniels of
the Raleigh lews and Observer; end llerk Xthridge of the
Louisville courier Journal.,

I can well understand how limited lirs. Roosevelt's
time is and I do not went to add to her eglresdy over-
whelming burdens. nut it is probable thet we will need
to hove only one meeting of the board and all the rest of
the minimum duties: that editors will be asked to assunme
can be handled by correspondence. 4nd it would meen so
much to heve the name of Eleasnor Toosevelt on the board

' of editors.

mould you and lrs. Roosevelt think me ungracious
ar un?indly if I ask her to reconsider?

w4 th cordlel personal greetings, I am
Ever si csraly,
tiiss nalvine C. Thompson gt =
.Secretary to lirs. Roosevelt

The hite House gecratnrj.
washipgton, D. C.

Wi: CTF

ENDORSED BY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK

R ——



COFY

o MATIONAL ASZOCIATION FoR TIE ADVENCETINT OF COLORED PEOFLE
: 69 Yifth ;venue - !lew York

July 26th
1939

iy dear lirs. Rooseveltl:

I would be very huppy if you would reud the en-
closed tentative plen for & series of informetionel
pemphlets on the ruce questlion which we hope to pub-
1ish. 1If efter reasding it you would be willing to
zive me your opinion of the plen, wnd perticularly
ony criticisms vwhich nmay oceur to you, I will be
greteful.

would you be willing to serve as a meumber of the
editoriel board if the project goes through? ‘riong
those also beling asked to serve are Dr. I'loyd Meeves,
Trofessor Franz hoas, l'r. liark Tlhridge of the Louls-
ville Courier-Journal, Judge illien II. liastle, Tr.
Raymond Pearl, Dr. rrank rreham of the Universlty of
lorth Caroline, Dr. charles S. Johnson of Tisk Uni-
versity, and Professor-Congressmen T.V, Smith. Your
experlence end adviee would be invalusble to us. In-
creasingly am I convinced that the nelority of human
beings are not incurably prejudiced. I dn tlso in-
creasingly of the opinion that the prescntellon of the
facts, especially to younger people, on this preblen,
sbout which there is more misinformation then any otlher
single question, would do & great deal towards building
up an affirmative opinion which viould help ell aneri-
cens,

with cordial personal greetings, I an

Ever sincerely,

Secretary.
l'rs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The “hite House
Weshington, T's O.

W CTF




A Proposcd Sories of Information .
Panphlets or Aspects of the Megro Questlon
{r.u-r

Subnitted by the

Naticnal Assoclation for the
Advancenont of Colored Peoplo

Raco preojudice 1s neither innate or innanent in human
boings. It is nost ofton the product of nisconcepticns unwittingly
based on insufficlent or mnrelliable information.

Denands are steadily lncreasing on thd N.A.A.C.P. and
nany other organizaticna for ginple factual informatilcn on pmctieally
all phascs of Negro 1life, work, and their reclaticn to the Arcrlcan
goene, This is a positive indleation of n growing concern with the
validity of the foundations upon which current opinion of the Negro '
1s growlng. .

Such 1ndlcnt1$ns are heartening to those whose ain 1s to
draw attentlon to the problems which nust be attacked to galnm for the
Neggn rocognition as & rospoctod and rceponsible fnctar_in Anorican
1ife and an understanding of his problens. But, preoccupicd, as they
rust be, with nmeeting the prossure of proscnt problems, nolther this
assoclation nor any other has becn able to develop the cquipnont
- necessary to meet the increased voluno of lnqulry.

This lack of organizeod information ls distinectly the loses
of this Associntion and of all agencices socking o further favorable -
roco relations. We foel that a body of factual infornation on the
. Negro. which pould be used by all organizaticns that havo folt this
denand. and bavg pean-anly inadequately able to mect it,-1s vitally
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ncodod at the prescnt tine.

- - ® W - - Y

EOU£EEE of Inquiry

Approxinat ely 90f of the requests for inforpaticn on tha
Negro arc from whito people. They write in fron noarly covery stnte
in the Union, fron China, Japan, India, Africa, Europc, South Anerloa

(See 1ist A.) and vhen in New York they come to the Assoclatlon office

o e -

soeking infornatlion.

The nmost vocal and nunerols of all groups who want infor-

-

nation are hich school and gsollege ase pecple, not £ll of whon are
actunlly at school. They are receptive to ldens which to sore of thelr
parcnts have boen anathona when those ldeas arc soundly based oh_fnnts.
That they are rﬂngrkahly without preoconceived prejudice hns been
denonstratod by tholr responsc to the Lloyd Galnes' declslicn and
brought home to thuaﬁ in eloscst contact with theu.

.Teachers and college profossors forpy anothor lange CTroOUDes
secking infornation feor presentation in thelr elass roons,

The geographlcal gxtont of intercet in our own country
snd the laoek of imflexible reglonnl pre judlce 15 woll denonstretcd

4n Ira DchA. Rold's Negro Youth: A Sclecotcd Bibliopraphy on their

ganinl and Econcnic Backgrounds published by the Anericnn ¥outh

o il S

COHniaéiDn. Of the 1065 Mastor's and Doctor's thoscs denling with 2
problens of the Negro liutad, Lol wore written at southern ﬁallagns,
&% of then whitc collegos in the South.

Other reguests are reecived fronm lenders of forums, stuly
elubs, youth groups, wonmen's nissiomary and other clurch socletles,
fedoral, state and city officinls. All thesc groups want to think

and to Jjudge for thonsclves, but they lack tho requisite facts.
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| The natter ol taxtbooks which intensifice tide problen
15 a viecious cireclg. A nejority of the bocks noﬁ avellable for usc
gither ipnoro conpletely, oo presant a prejuiiced, plginforned conoopt-
1on of the degro. Thean Ccal-np adequntely :.m’.. cbjoetively with, the
HapTe Ao :.ﬂrcnal;r.!'zr ‘1, aunber.

T;I wher an ithor comes alonf, an:icus to odd to theae
fow tha~ dc¢ gl n.rg m'.'rly'with the Hopro, no %née tno facte
nocnsanry for in wncas +istorical prescntactur of the Hepgro practleall
uaavallable, Attacncd arreto wmre ccples of corrospondenc o carricd
on by the Asscelatiorn with Harry Elnor Berncs and S. Ralph Horl ow
in which they csk Tor matorial for books thoy ere writing on the
Negro question. These lettors are typleal of what oftcn happonse , (Sce
Exhibit B and C.)

Making facts nccessible not only to writers of taxtbooks,
put to thosoc writing plays, notion pileture acripts and historics
gonernlly where thcy relate to contemporery Anericnn problems nay,
concolvably, aesist profondly in giving o nore accurate plcture of
the part played by the Negro in Anerilcan and world history.

Erosent Inadoguacy:

Obiously, anong the hundreds, if not the thousands of
panphlats anl bocks written on all conccivable phasce of the problen,
the answer oxists, but not in ueable form. But at prosent thore 1s
no volume O get of volunmes in which this collecting
and condeneins has been done. Sone of the literoture avallable has
boen written for propasnnin, and while execellent for thnt purpose,

45 not untinscd. Much nmaterial which docs gxist in factusl form 1s
widoly ecattorcd. ?G ansver a singlc brond question on the part playcd
by the Ncgro in politlces, for cxarple, night requiro soveral artlcloee
in seversl aif forent nagazlines, A single paper in nn expensive journal,

a chapter or two in an authoritative, but costly book.
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|
1ssues which go to conbine to forn the problen as a whole,

A G;ntenta: |

On the whole, requests indlecatc d dosire for specifiloc
fnctuai informntion and nced for o background agninst which to plnco
theso fnets. Each brochure noods to give an accurate and factunl
description of the conditlons which originally produccd the prablen.
Certain fundanentals nust be grosped before details and subtle
nuences are of significance. Morcover, knowlng what is truc tolay
lncks point until one understands why and how theeo things hnve cono
into- exlstence.

Froo this point, changes or intensifientions of thesc
canditiéns which led to the present lasues can be traced. By doing
this objectively, & substantial an poroancnt basis for theupht can
be cstablishod. Through this an undertanding of tho ildeas and
attitudes which grew out of these conditlons can be achieved.

It is oqually important that ideas be prosaéntod honostly
and objectively. The nost effeotive nothod of tracing duvdloﬁnunta
in ideology 1s in the 1light of the thoughts and actlions of outstanding
Nogro thinkere and londers. It is inportant that potentinl thinkers
build their own ideas on facts uncolored by inter or intra raclal
porjudices or biases, But gince it is more difficult to Judge whnt
15 "pccuratce" in dlscussing ideas, whore the theorists have
disagroed on varlousg subjects, Mhoth sides should Y“e prosented with
a brief evaluatlion of cach.

Fron theso attltudes have grown techniques to meet varlous
situntions. In scne 1natgncﬂs, over a period of time, thoy have grown
powerful and effectivo. In others, they have lost tholr potency. A
description of then and a ‘connentary on their relative suwcess would

domonstrate tho persistonce and intelligenco withwhich tho Nogro
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nas struggled to obtain recognition and obtaln end maintein for
hinsclf equal' social and le;al rights.

With this background established for hin, the rcader can
nore roadily understand the present protlen, so that current vitnl
issues nay be sunnarized ond their inplications indicated. It 1s
hoped that through this gradual approach, a scnsc of valuge may o
dovoloped to enaﬁle the reader hinmself to measurg the significance
of issucs which are cropplng up with incrcnsing frequency and publlei-
ty.

However, in considerin;; what infornatlion 1is nocdod thc-
forn in whifh it is roquired is cqually inportant. We feol thot in
writing these brochurcs the einplest approach would Lo the hest.

Since the roquests eccn to sprin,; from a scnazc of lnck of
inforoation or incomplecte information it can bc assumcd that tho
reacers are interested (or they would not nsk quecstions) but com-
.plntcly uninforned. , :

Thoe cducational backgrounds of the varlous roups
nddrossod arc so varied, that thc brochurcs should he understandabhle
to hizh school age poople, cven those who have not hel the op ortuni-
ty to attain that ronk. Yet at the ﬁﬂﬁF time thoy ruset contnin, in

simple forn enoy'h facts to be of vnlue to morc alvanced rondors,

.Work Roquircd

To accomplish this in one set cf panphlets 1s not o Bmnll
or easy joh. It requires nmuch time in the cetual writing, but nore
in the prelininary teasks which divide themsclvee soncwhat as follows:

1. The nctual gatherin;; of oxistin; books and pomphlets
containing factunl Infornntion.

2, Colloection of further naterinl and rfield trips to fill
in gope' in oxieting naterial.

. 3. Checking, condonsntion and organizaticn of natorial to
be usoed.
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The first 1s neccesary not only.-to insurc inclusion of pll portinont
natorianl, but to avell duplicating work which hns slrendy been done.
The sccond is 'to 1na?ru, as far as possible, a conplotc presentation
of oach issue. We do not proposc to do a definitive Job in thosc
panphlete. We do foel however, that well done, thoy can forn a
peronanent foundation on which nore deotailed panphlets ooy be based,
in the future. Tho third itom is solf explanatory.

Further Uses:

In so far as those brochurcs arec to be factual oujoctives
and not propa_nndn, they can be used to stimulate intorest in nore
conservative sroups such as Parent Toachers Associations & Wona's
Clube. Thoey shy away fron propaganda, but are reoceptive to inforantion
in so for as they con be assured of its validity. By appreachin.; then
with ancourate infomatlion and techniques of study alrendy conpiled
for then thoir actlve intorest can be stinmulated and anotheor proup
oey be added to the potontially growin, nuoher of inforned and
synpathetle friends of the Nepgro. :

Distribution and Pricoe of Brochures:

As stoted nbove the assoclation is cquipped to offect
A widesprend distribution ufé.‘hr:ac brochurcs, as they hove done with
their own publicatlions to dates The threc najor noens of increasing
and insurin: extensive distribution which are availabhle to tho
Asscciation nre as follows!

1. Throu;h tholr own 600 Bronches, Youth Councils mdl

Collepe Branchoa.

Those agenclies can be urjed, not only to parchase
coples for thonsolves but also to place thea in the hands
of toachors in schools and colloges, newspapoer editors, stuly
clubs, women's sroups and the like. This nay well stimulnte
further sales-in i1teclf, Where the brochures are adopted by
teachers and professcrs and study oclubs as rogquired bneic
rerding in study of the Negro.

R B — T
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2. Through the Nogro Proes,

Tho Nogro Prose ctn bo counted upon to pive onthusi-
astlc cooporation in publeizing euch brochurge. Tids
is truo not only of Nagro newspapors, hut du-
cntional publications such as these,the Naticnnl
Elucation Assocliation, Opportunity Mamzine, the
Journal of Neypro Edugntion mnéd othors ns wull.

3. Through working arrangencnts now in force with othor

prpenizntidne| éuch as -
the Y.W,onl Y,M.C.A,s,-Parent Tenchars Associntlong
and Lahkor oroups would not cnhnly be ;lad to publliclze
thoso hrochures as they have done with uvthor
aegocintion publicatisna but would provide o nmarket
for thon.

Thus, if the brochures nre sold for even so small a sun ns
five conts, the extent »f publlielty available, would aver soll so
that sone return from theolr ssle could be counted upcn snee the
project was under way and sone of the brochures had been printed.

A tentative 1list of subjocts is presentod bolow - these
hove becn eeloctod on tho basis of qucstions most often aeked staflf
nenbers, roquosts roecelved at the office and the relative significnnce
of those subjeots in the complote pleture of the Negro, his rilation to
and place 1n soclety.

These brochures will run approxinately 30 pajes In length
though sone sub jocts will requlre 40 or porhaps KO pacce for adequate
sovern;e. While wo wish to avoid statisticel tnbles as uch as
possible, wo do feel that tho use of "Pictorinl Statitlces" woull De
post effeoctive in prosentin, any noccesary statistics, If the buljet
peroits, we foel that the use of 1llustrations euch ns charts,nnps,
photo;raphs and.cthor 1llustrative paterinl would add tuch to the
value of tho brochures,

It ia proposed furthor that authorities in cach ficld bo
askad to servo as a "bonrd of editors" They will be asked te surjost

additional sources of informaticn and thoir eriticnl Jud cnont in
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golcoting naterial th be useed, plannin; &and oditin;; the final drafts
will be sclicited. A tontative list of nombers propcsel for the
bonrds of the various peophlets le presonted below. !

{1) The Negra in Politics!

Ti:is pamphlet may well start with a definition of the
status of tho Negro politically up to and at the closg of the Clvil
War, pointing out how at thrt tino, as in the future he was "used" by
politicians. Tha barricrs ralscd to pruv?nt hin from exerclsing
his right to vote nand his attack upon these barricrs should be point-
ed oﬁt. The first break of significance froa "conventional" voting
and the cause for this broak; the inplications of thialbrnnk; what
the Nogro can potontially do with his vote; what hc will do and why
are furthor points to bo coverad.

(2) The Economic Status of the Nogro and its Effcctes:

This brochurc 18 to cover the Negroes' reanctlion to frocdoa -
What he did and what he thought; how he has, by varlous necans, boen
"kapt in his placc" cconcnleally; thc;PEﬂction anc ralﬁtlan of tho
Negro to trade Unions; the Negro sharceropper; the Negro in the pro-
fesgionnal world — what he can potentially do on tho basis of norit
an® what he has sc far been allowed to 4o, The offect of the law
ea:noniﬁ atotus of the Nepro on his philosophy, 1lfc and health {to
be developed in detail in succcedln; brochure) 1s to be deseribed,
tocether with the techniques which he has developod to corbat this
gonditlon.
{3) Henlth:

This brochure will tcuch on the following aspoots:

1. Conparative Negro and white heelth statistlcs with
roneone explaining the differontial. T.B. and Syphillis
in particular.

2, Honlth facilitios for the Nogro ih varlous eocctione of

the country such aos: - hospltals, clinics, vislting
nurses, well-baby clinics, cto.
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3, Industrial discascs of the Negro and provisiong
nade to losson then anl care: for victins,

4, Wwhat opportunitice exist for Nogro doctore and nurises
to recelve tralning and use it in working with Nogroos,

|
5. Contributions in the medical field by Nesro doctors
and sclentlets.

(4) The Press:

This brochurc ie to answer qugstlons such as = thoe follow-
ing:

When A1d the Ne;re- first beocome vocal?l What were the first
Negro papers and magazines? VWere they actually started by and for
Negroes and what was the motivating reason for starting themf What
have these develsped inte? What are the lendlng papers in the
U.S,, who dominates them and what 1g thelr power and influznce?

(5) Nogro Youth:

This 1s to prosent a plcture of the average Tamlly boack-
ground of Negro youth and of what agencles cxlst for their rocrontion,
vocational guidance and treining. Thelr chanccs for gcﬁting the jobs
fnr which they arc traincd is of significance as ls the proportion
who get Jobs which fully utilize their abilities. In short, the
brochure is answer te the guecetion how many young Negroce cnn follow
their wishes as far as a Job is conecrned and what lappens ts tho
rost.

{6) What the Negro thinks:

This is to be based on interviews with a widely diversified
represontative group of Negroce such ns Mordecal Johnson, A. Fhillp
Randolph, Sharecroppers, iron workere; studente, artists, wrlters,
etc., in order to show what they thnmaalvas think. It wlll prosent
the ir statement of their poeition And what ‘thoy intend to do or think
should bo done sbout it. This can:.most effectively demonstrate that
the Negro no longer is the docile and unintelligent being as he hes

too long been considered by too many people.

R ——
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(7) Thoorics of Racial Inforilority:

A discussion of common mlauuncaptiﬁna of the mentol
and physical inferiority of the ﬁugraf The complete lack of
foundation for those ideas will be deaonstrated on the basis of
the findings of scientists who have nnde teste rofuting thesc.
idens. The studics of Dr. Bean on relative Negro and” white bredn
woights will be dlecussed in the 1light of later studice invalldating
his findinge.
(#) Crime and Juvenile Delinquency:

The studics of Miss Boic in Minnecopolis will be ecited to
ghow that the orine rate among Negrocs riscs as a result of wholesale
arrcets of groups of Negroes to cover the innbility of the poliee to
find the actual of fender. The acturl difforentlinl betwecn wiilte and
Nagro erime statistics will be shown with a sunmary of conditlcne
wiileh nost often cruse Juvenlle delinquency. What prevontobive and
curative measurcs aro taken with speelal regrd ts the Nogrs will bo
conparcd to sinilar nmeasurcz Tor white jJuveniles. Tochnlquaes whizh
iy be instligated and proa:tdﬁ yy 1ndi§idunls or lndividual ;roups in

a oormanity will be outlined.

(9) Aanlificotion »f Raclel Incquelitics in Educaidcn:

This oxisting panphlet will bc rowritten data with 2 broerd-
er appronch to include norce background nnd fowor stntlst lce, The crusc
and offocts of inequalitics in educetlon will be pointed cut. Current
gonditions, such as the oxclusion of qualified Megrocs from collogcs
and graduatc schools in the South nnd frellities supplied in leeling
oities such as Now York end Chilcajc will be coupased and doscrlbed.
student reaction in the Bcuth to the Lloyd Galnees doclelon and the
inplications of thut decision will be liscussed tmhnthﬁr with cases
now pending regerliing tenchers' salaries in Virginie nnd Florldn.

The need for cquallty in library scrvice as well will

be strosscd.

T ——-
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{10) Negro Housin::

Tho following points will b; discussed
.l. Begrazation - B_l:mlal and leogal
2, High rentals ' |
3. Sweet case in Detrolt

4. Rosults of inattractive living places, clubs, paol
rooms, delinquency.

5. Housing as a health factor:

Spread of infectious discase

Hegro T. B, raote

Wonkenod resistance resulting from heavy
demand of rent on incone affectling amount
end quality of food pernlisslble

6., Houslng projects for benefit of Negroes

Number that ave bettprcd houslng

Nunber built for Negrogs, but wilth rontals
too high to reach this group

Problen of intensifying overcrowded contlticns
in vieinity when bulldinge vecated to
erect inproved buildings which Neogroes
never got back into.

If availa¥le nuch of naterial used in "one third of a
nation" would be excellent to use heore.

{11) N.A.A.C.P. Legal Defcnse Cnsos:

This would outline the cascs cerrledé to the Supreme Court
by the N.A,A.C.P., and indicatc the actual and potantlal force of tha
docisions hended down as affecting present condltions anc as sottling
precedent for declisions for both Negroes and whitc peoplec, 1n futurc

'

controversice.

(12} Errors of Omizsio: and Conniseion in History:

This will be an amplification of prescnt panplilet, excluding

propnﬁanan and considering further the difficulties teachers oecet in
trying to obtain unblased and conplete inforpation on the Negro in
Arerican history; some outstanding examples of such onmlisslon and nle-

statenents to be found in books currently used in publle schools.This
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to be done on basls of historilecal accuracy and not on plane of
racial scnsltivencss,

{13) Contributions to Ancrican Culturc:

Such contributions of the Negro as the "Unclc Renus
Stories", spirituals, tho rhythn of ragtine now basic to gwing
rmusle, and the cakgwnlk which helped produce presont day dnnccs
will be cunaidﬁred. In general contributions in the ficld ué
Bcience) inventions, nusic and ontertainment, art, litcrntur;,
gports, government, law and honlth will be covered. This brochure
de to denl brosdly with the contributicns nnntinnei in other
brochures to show how both by conerote acts and inthnﬁiblu
forcos the MNegro has influenced Ameriecan culture and contributcd
Lo its growth, Tho preosentation will be node in relation Lo -
2 nsbsolate stendards of literary and cultural oxcellence ae
is possiblo.

(14) The Nepro Preblem: 3

This 1s to skotch briefly vhat factors xo to nuke wp tho
Negmo problen as o whelo. It will serve to anawer vory gencral
gueztiona, give a large pieture of the wvarioua lifucn onl cover
witn cxtrecue brevity each of the subjects covorcd by the
nther brochures with & viow to faniliarizing the reader with
the broald anspocts of tho "Negro Problesn" and %rnvuku hin to
vead the individual Lroechures on the subjeot neet atinulating
tc hin,

{15) Photopraphic Brochurec:

This will show dranatically through plecturce actual
conditions, Pictures contrast Nogro & white echocls, hmes,
hospitals, recreaticnel centers (if there are any Nogro re-

ereational conterse) and such other sub jeets as cen be covercd
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in this way. Pictures of the typo wilch we wopld like to be
used &re enclosed with this nemorandum, They were taken durling
d rocent tour of the Soviet by Bradley Snmith,

(16) Lynching:
1. The rise and growth of lynching,.
[

2, Discussion fallacy of thecry that 1t ls necessary in
certain soctions of the country

3, Number of lynchings of
" 1, White poople
2, Women and childron
. Porsone later proved innocont
. Persons already proved innocent

4. Psychological affect of Lynching on lynchers

5. The fcderal anti-lynch Dill

Provisions
Opposition to

Present status in Congress - why some in faver of
11l mctually — continually vote apgainst 1t

6. State what are prescnt lssucs

7. Present attitude of South toward lynching as expraessed
by individuale and denonstrated by groups such
as the Asscciation of Southern Women for the
Prevention of Lynchlng

(17) Effect of the Negro on Trends of Leglslation:

This pamphlet will present the problen dealing with
Reconstruction faccd by whites of helping the Negro
use his freedom, or curtailing it as nuch as possible.

The prevalence of the latter attitude, which exists only in rela-
tively less degree today will be consicered as 1t affcoted and
produced labor laws, diarfnnchiaenant laws, nany lawe liniting
and denying the Negro a right to vote and to make the Hegro a
potential crinminal by creating lawe agalnst many petty and

5

7 \piuyuna acts., The effecot of the chairnanship of Senate and House
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Connittecs boing in the h~nds of Southernors beeausc of their
length of service ne n fnetor in Leo.islatiins ond 1ts iaport
will Ye pointed out. Tho offect of creos involving the Nogro
carriced to Suprome Court con attitudes and ccononles lssuve will
be doscribed - to be claborated on in followin; brochure on
Legnl Dcfﬂnﬁu and Civil Libertice, Tho dunbility of cltizcenshilp
a8 a factor in the franing of the 13th and 14%th amondnents,
will be discussed, as will tho effect of the political ceononmic
and socinl offocts of the legal status of the Hegro on otheor
Ancrleans,

{18) Leog.1 Defonse and Civil Libertlos:

Thie brochure will consider two gencral nspocts

cf thie subjoot!

L

(1) Tho extont of the denlal of due proocss of law in the
agoveral stntos.

(2) The effect of the ench of adequate lo;al defense on
a comunity in general, as it couses tho breakdown
of justlce for both whitc an? Negro menhors,
Much valuable naterisl ns to current con?itions can bo
cbtainel for this through the Branchcs of the N.A.A.C.F. anl other

cronnizations.

(Prepnred by - Elizabeth Strother)
June, 1939




FOREIGN COUNTRIES
From which ﬂuitura have cone to visit
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEOFLE
29 Fifth Avenue, New York City

London, England

Barnsley, England

Loeds, England

Oxford, England (Exet- r Collc,c)
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Port-ru-Frince, Heaitil
- Bellegarde, Haltil

- Paris, France
Virgin Islande, U.S.a.
~ Hamilton, Borouda

- Berlin, Gernany
- Hanbturp, Gornany i
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Monrovia, Libeoria

Coponhagzen, Dennark
Aarhue, Dennnrk

Nagpur, India (Higk Crurt)
Boubay, India (Congress Housc)
Batavia, Java, Indin

Goona, India

Kalura, Indin
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§t. Lucy, Brrbadces, B.W.I.
Doninieca, B.W.,I. '
Guadocloupa, F.W.I.

1

- Ancon Cenal Zone Pohnota
= Warrandyte, Australla

- Zciet, Holland

- Djursholn, Swoden

- Warsaw, Poland

= Bulpuria

= iznir, Turkoy

= Shanchal, China
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- Teckyo, Japan (Tokyo Univorsity of Counerce)
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Capestown, South Africa
Natal, Bouth Africa

Port Ellzabeth, South Africa
Johannecburg, South Africa
Durhan, South Africa
Lovedale, South Africa

Balisbury, Bcuthern Rhodesla, Afrlca
Narthorn Rhodesia, Africa

Angola, Portugese Weat Africa
Cnpioroon, Wpst Africa
Colabar, Nigeria, West Afrlca
Lapoe, Nigeria, West Africa
Sicrra Loono, West Africa
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BOOKS FOR WHICH THE NAACP HAS SUPPLIED
PARTIAL INFOHMATION o~

Daker, Paul E,, NEGRO-WHITE ADJUSTMENT
Gowon, Trevor, DIVINE WHITE RIGHT
Brown, Ins Corrinne, STORY OF THE AMERICAN NEGRO

Corwin, E, H., L., andGertrude E. Sturges, OFFORTUNITIES FOR THE MEDI CAL
EDUCATION OF NEGROES

Danlels, Jonathan, A SOUTHENER DISCOVERS THE SOUTH
Franklin, Charles L., NEGRO LAJOR UNIONIST COF NEW YCORK
Johnson, Charles 8,, THE NEGRO COLIEGE GRADUATE
Johneon, Janecs Weldon, ALONG THIS WaX¥

NEGRO AMERICANS, WHAT NOW,

IN OUR RACIAL AND NATIONAL MINORITIES
LaFarge, John, INTERBACIAL JUSTICE
Lewineon, Paul, RACE, CLASS AND FARTY
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Septomber 26, 1939

My deor Mr. "hite:
I tidoe the stobemsnt wilch

you nzda on the auti-lynching lopislaticn
Miny thanks for letting me

18 ull right.

soa 1t.
Vary sinceraly yours,

Mr, Lelier Whils
65 Fifik Ave,, ITC

H®
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Septamber
Twenty-second
1939 (Dictated September 21)

Uy dear lMrs. Roosavalt:

I want you to ses the enclosed state-
ment which we made to the newspapers today follow-
ing inquiries of us after the morning papers had
aarried stories that the anti-lynching bill might
be used to kold up amction on neutrality leglelatlon.

T hope you will feel that this is e wise statement.

Vary sinceraly Fours,
; 1 ) {_\i £
e th‘ll': ,l.!“_-__
Sacratary.

g
Mre. Eleanor Roosavelt
The Wnite House
Washington, D. C. ’

WW:DW
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

H.A.A.C.P. STATEMENT ON
ANTI-LYNOHING LEGISLATION

New York, Sept. 21,- In reply to inquiries from memberas
¢f Congreas and newespapers as to the position of auppn.:nrt.ara of tha
anti-lynching bill in relation to neutrality and other leglslatlon
dealing with the natlonal welfare in the lizht of the war in Europe,
the National Assocliation for the Advancement of Colored People, co-
ordinating agency of organizations and individuale supporting federal
anti-lynching legislation, made the following statement at ite
naticnal offlce in New York City today:

"Supportera of the anti-lynohing bill are more convinced
than ever of the necessity for the cnactment of a law to end this
horrible practice. Becausg of their apprehension about the fate of
democracy inm Amrica, thoy are particularly concerned with leglelation
to bo coneldered i:;nr tha speclal seselon of Congroes dealing with
neutrality. If the Prosident's roquest of the Congroes that tha
specinl sosslion bo confined to legielatlon dealing with the war in
Eu::opn is agreod to, thon, of courso, supportera of the anti-lynohing
bill will submit to tho judgmont of tho Congreee and walt until tho
rogular sesslon in January. .

"If, however, the Congrcss doos not agroo to limit the
spoolal soamion io considoraticn of war loglelation, suppertors of tho
antl=lynohing bill who have worked for it furf::ny yoars will moat
cortainly net Jjocpardire tho prosont pesition of the bill which has
the higheat pfl:rlinlnntnrar atatus 1in tho House of Ropresontatives.

"It is our conviction that boforc thn_ United States sata



- ;
Iu
forth again, dirvetly or indirectly, to prosecrve democracy beyond

the borders of the Unltod States it must wipo out such undomocratic
prl'ﬂaticcn as lynching in Itha Uﬁitcﬂ. Statee. MNegroeos, whoe are tho

chicf sufferere from lynching, will be among those Amaricuq citizens
called upon once agnin to fight for democracy. Congress must see to it
that there 1s no rcpetition of what took place during the first world

- wor when rolatives of Negro soldicrs, fighting in Francc for democracy,

were scized by mobs in the United States and lynched, some of thom

being burncd at the stako."
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October 10, 1839

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS
WALTER WHITE

Ray WiLEINE
ABSISTAMT BECRETARY
ECITOR, THE CRINE

BICELTARY

CHamLEs H. HousTow
THuRGooDn HAREHALL
BFECIAL COUNBIL
WiLLIAM PICKEMS
BINECTOR OF BRAKCHIS
Dasr E. LAMFEIN
FIILE SECRETARY

E. Feeornic MoRRO™
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Gronst B, MunrHT. JN.
PUBLICITY AND PAOMOTION

Prasident W. R. Banks of the Prairie

view Normal and Industriasl School at

Prairie

View, Texas, has written me that he is not
certain that a school can be found in Texas
for children so young as those Iln whom you

are Interested.

However, he has suggeated

that I.make inguiry of Jarvis Christlan
Ctollege, Hawkins, Texas; and of the Dunbar

High School at Little Rock, Arkansas.

I am doing and will write you what I

Ever Bincﬂret:,
. M

f

din fT(f{f.n it

This
learn.

Seoretary

Mras. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WiW:RR

AU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. HEW TORE
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ath
1939

liy dear lirs. Roosevelt:

I enclose self-explanstory copy of
letter from .. laceo Snith of our Dallas
Branch. If you willl let me know the Texas
toyvm in whieh the mother of the 11, 10 and
5 year old children lives 1 will pass that
information on to lir. Smith in the hope that
he can find a.suitable school.

I wish alsc to report that the
President of our Fhiladelphiae Brunch tele-
graphs this morning that they are investigat-
ing the case of lrs. Yrossman and the colored
maid and will report to us within two or three
days. I will write you again when the report
COMmes.

Ever sincerﬁly, rﬁ

N L o o e
~- L..'M.(\,an_j\'riakl- .
g Secretary.
lirs, Eleanor ﬁansevelt

The Vhite House

\Vashington, D. C.

Wi :CTF
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A. MACEO SMITH, oxecutlive Secretary

NEGRO CHAIBER OF CO2{ERCE
Executive Offices
Bl4% Cood Street Dallas, Texas

October S5th, 1939

Mr. VWelter White, Secretary

HI&IJ‘LIG.PI

89 Fifth aAvenue -
New York City, N. Y.

My dear Valter:

An ettempt is herein made to answer your recent
letter which conteined an ingquiry from lirs. Rocsevelt,
To my knowledge there are no schools, either publlec or
private, in Texas which provides Trades Courses for students
of 11, 10, and 5 years of age. llowever, there are some
seml-technicul high schools in the larger cities within the
State. If you can find out from Lrs. Roosevelt whaet exas
town this iother lives in I might be further gble to give
some helpful advice.

Ever sincerely,

(Signed) A. laceo Smith
Secretary,
AMS/o Dellas Branch, N.A.A.C.P.



October 10, 1939

Uy daur Ur.Fhitos |
: . Mra. Boca-valt seits me to thsnd you for
sending her coies of the corrza~ondence with
— the Depuriment of Justice concerning the Teood
sltueticn.

Ver; sincerely yourd,

Secroter, to
drz, Aoocevelt

Hr, Walter White
&9 Fifth Avenue
Hew York

H.I.
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
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WALTER WHiTE
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SECHRTART

September 26, 1939

I thought you would be interested

in sesing the enclosed copy of letter from

Mr. Schwelnhaut of the Department of Justice

regarding the Tampa situation and eopy of my

letter in raply.'

Mrs.

Evar

Eleanor Reocosevelt

The White House
Washington, D. C.

Apthar L, l:-ll'-:u'n. Mow York, Chslnees |
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D&PARTMENT OF JUSTICE
washinston, D.C,

Heptember 19, 1939

Mr. Walter white,

Secretary,

Nutional Asscoimtion for the sdvancemsnt of Colored Feople,
69 Fifth Avenus,

Hew York, Hew York.

Dear Lir. White: €1
1]

Upon my peturn from vecation I took up‘-ﬁ: Taumpa, Floride,
situstion with the Federsl Rureau of Iavestigation and Tax
Divieion. For your information, and not Tor puklication to

any ons, the Tax Division is requesting the Furseay of Internmal
Revenus to muke sn investigation ug to the exposurs of
possible incoms tax viclationg. - The TBI 1s now studying the
material you left with me in-the light of certaln investigutions
1t has already mode in Tempa ta datermine whether or not thare
is eny basis for their interventiom. They ucsure me that they
will do everything popefhle be saietance, I must Bay
frankly, howsver, thit excepd Yor powsible income tax violetions,
1 am unable to tp-lut a Fodepal case. I would appreciate it

if your legol stoff would givo ponsiderution to the cutter and
suggest to me amy ot statuts they think may be involved.

Mr., Rogge, Assigtant Attorney Gemsral in charge of the
Crimine]l DPivision, ¢ff which my Section is & part, is still
away from the city, Hut I will discusa the mtter at length
with him upon his urn, I shall be glad to keep you advised
of developmenta.

I have made coples of the matorial you left with me and
ac roturning the originals as you re.usated.

Yory truly yours,

(S5igned) Henry A. Schweinheut
Special iseistent to the Attormey Censrel



September 25, 1939

My dear Mr. Sohwasinhaut:

I have disoussed with severul members of
our Legal Committes the request made in your letter
of September 19 with reaspeoct the Taspa situstion
and I give you herewlth a nun;:nlun of their opinion.

On the record we huii.lubmitt-d to you to
dute we do not contend that thaere is irrefutable
evidenoe of vloletion of federal law. We make no
attempt to spell out a ga8e8. We are strongly of
the opinion, howevar, thgt there is suffioient
information availstle to esteblish & presumption
or at lesst a stroug suspiolon that there have been
violutions of Seotlion 51 of Title 18 of the Federal
Criminal Code in preventing Negro workers from taking
advantage 'of thely rights under the National Labor
Relations pot. I%|is eleso our bellef that in-
vestigatoys of the 'Tax Divislon of the Buresu of
Intaragl vanue, 1f it be possible to instruct them
to look for sueh violatlons and sleo viclations of
gther fedaral lawa, would probably find comsiderable
evidenge, '

e sincersly trust that because of the
far-reachlng lmportance of the Tempa sltuatlon in
its effeot upon employment of legroes in shipyardas
and on other federal-finunced contrsots, in the
matter of politiocal and lebor union corruption,
and 1o other l1ssues affeoting both white and Negro
oltizens of ¥lorlda and of the South involved in
this ouse the Department will ses fit to act,

It is our belier that just ws in the
Keanssa Clty and Louilslens situstions where the
Uepartment, 1f our faots ure correot, went in on
investigations of possible inoome tax law viclations
and uncoversd vlolations of other federal laws, so
will 1t do the same thing in the Tampas situation.

A New York columnist today makes the
statement that "Federal men are about to launch an



Mr. Henry a. Sohweinhaut - 2

invesiigation of the labor unions end their affiliates in the
motion ploture industry, with the object of uncovering graft,
raokets and klokbuok systems, if any.” iould it be possible
to tell me if this report is oorrect? If it ias, is thers not
4 possipllity that the authority to make this investigation
of labor unions is also epplicable to the Tamps situaticn?

If you, Mr. Rogge, or the Attorney Guneral would
wisi s further conference on this matter I shall be, of oourse,
glad to meet with you,

¥ith cordial personcl greetings,

! Fver sinoeraly,

(Signed) WALTER WHITE
it Jeoretary
Mr. Henry A. Sohweinhaut !
Speclel Assistant to the

Attorney Oeneral
Departwent of Juatioe ;
Washlogton, L. 0, [
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December 20, 1939

lly dear lMrs. Roosevelt:

I thourht wyou would be Interested

to Vice-Fresident Garner,

Fvar sincarnl;

Mra, Eleanor Rooaevelt
The Whlte House
Washington, D. C.

i
MJ{.J' ik

v

in seelny the enclosed telegram which we sent

{- 2

x VN o e
Nt e Lﬁgluf‘ S R

e rctary
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Mew York, Dec. 18.- Vice  President John Nance Garner was
asked today by the National Association for ths Advancemont of
Colored Poople whether ho includoed Negro Democrats in Toxas and
other southern states where tioy are excludod from voting in the
Domocratic primaries in his statemont sayin- ho trustod "that all
Democrats will participete” in the primerics and conventiona,

The question was put to the Vice President in a tolepran
sent to his home in Uvalde, Texas, wherc Gernor on Decembor 16 lssucd
his forty-four word statomont plocing hineclf in the Presidontial
o8,

That part of tho Vice Prosident's statemant whieh gove risc
to the N.A.A.C,P. quory said:

"The candldate (for prosident) should be seloctod nt
primarics and conventions as provided by law, and I sincerely
trust that all Domocrats will participate.”

The complete toxt of the N.A,A.C,P.'s tologran, which
wns signed by Waltor White, follows:

"The Nationnl Association for tho Advancemont of Coloraod
Peoplo notes with intercet the statericnt in your announconont
you would neccept Domocratic nocination that VI Binocorely trust
that all Doncorate will partiecipatel in primarics and conventions
as provided by law to seleot tho ocandidnto, We would like to
ask 1f you includo Negro Domocrats in Taxes and othar southern
atatcs whore Nogroce arc now barred fron partlolpation in socalled
Denooratic white prinnries., Would approcinto your clarifying this
point which 1s of very groat concern to Nogroes in theso and
other stotes," .
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Ly dear Lirs. Roosevelt:

Ho repl: hus cone to our telegram
to the Viee Presidént as yet, though it was

gent to hin on December 18th.

Zver sinecerdly,

b m'ﬂl"u}ﬂlj [’Ci_;

—
wecretary.
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Leur Mr. Wnita

I roac over your letter to the Presicent with &
grest deal of interest. The first two talngs have elrecdy
been recomsended it T uo not think there will be' suy
guestion if we succeed in getting fede sl ula for educa-
tion end whetever is allotted to the south will te sele-
guarded,

T 2o aot know tnat it would be constltutional to
actnally sut fnto the law your fourth sugpestion, btut I
gho:l¢ toing thst you could bring enough nresiure to
besr on lator unlens without actuelly having it writtea
into the law.

No. 5 I ashould think wculd heve to be discussed with
the Secretary of the Interier.

T &1 yuite Burc that the President »ill not iaclude
in hig first sessage to Congress eny snecific thinge. T
tnins if you take the public utteracces of scme of ths
ssuthern peosls during the Conference on Husan Felfare
you really have an oppertunity to get thea to frame their
opoesiticn to the bill, Luther Patrick definitely sald,
snd was recorued in the newspapers as saying, ne thought
it 15 the wouth's resconsibility to nut through su soti-
lynching bill. :

Of course, whst you day in your lsst two paragraphs
wae sald in this eountry end has becn sald &gain and again.
There is a differsncs, sldch the south will of course point
sut, but I think there is encugh sisilerity to aake guite
& good arguzent along these lines.

Very osincerely j.ura,

Mr, Walter White
£9 Fifth Avenue
) {4

&
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liy dear llrs. Noosevelt:

I wvanted you to see copy of a letter
we huve todny wddressed to the President.
-

llere 1t is.

;‘varl nincnIral:.r, i
i

’ s 14
“-.tk__. waalgre Col - Lo

Lpecretary.

lira. Zleanor Noosevelt
The .Mmite llouse
tashington, . C. "

WNCTF
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Voosmber \ A
23rd TR
1920

Hon. Franklin U, RooBevelt
Presldent of the Unitod States.
The thite llouse 0
Washington, D, C, “a

Uy dear Ur, Ppesident:

lfe acknowledge wi/th thanks telegran of )ir. lloIngyre
but we regret oxceedingly thut the pressurs of engage-
nents imkas it #slble for you to grunt us an inter-
view bafore the Collgress oconvenos. ¥rrobable ronowal of
the rilibuster against the antl-lynching bill which is
to b8 introduoed und vigorously pushed in the 76th
Oongress may have a bearing upon other legislation und
the Noard of Direptors of the Nei.ilC «P. had hoped you
would grant us an opportunity to subnlt to Jyou our
plans for logislation ao that we night £it these plans
into she general pattern of deplalation. In addition to
the antl-lynobing bill we wished also to place before
ﬁu the other items in our legislative progran which

oludo:

Efforte to amond the doolal doourity .ot to extond
itg benefits to domestio, agricultural und casual
workers, which 1s a natter of great concern to

lis, aneriouns since do nany of thern are enpuged
in these lower pald Lruanoches or erployuent

“xtunsion of the benefits of the Wages-llours .iot
to inolude agricultural and casual labor;

adoquate safe 8 in any Pederul ald to wvduca-
tion legislation to iusure equitable distribution
of Federul fundas in states where legroes are re-
quired to attend segrogated schools; :

Possible wuenduent of tlie Hational Labor Rela-
tlons .ot to prohibit unions which bar from riame
bership persons on uwovount of race oreed or color
fron b-.mf recognized us the authorized bLargain-
ing ngonoles of workers in those induptries;

Provisions in the Appropriations 1i1l of the De=-




#2 - lon, Franklin 1. Roosevelt Deoanber 23, 1938

partnent of the Interior to ussure equitable distribution \
of funds for education to be dintributed LY tho Deplartment.

It was ulso our liope tliat we might be able to persuade you to in-
olude in your address to the Congress 'a reference to lynohing. deven
1lynohings have tuken place since the Congress wd journed. lo nenber of
any one of the seven nobs, which total nore than 1000 in nenboership,
hag even been urruated, ruch less punished. Four of thuse lynchings
have ocourred in liisalssippi; one 1in Georgla, one in florida und one
in Louislana. «lthough the Lenutors fron und the Govornora of those
atates desclared during the filibuvter last Jesuary and February that
Federal loglslation was not needed as the states would and could aot,
absolutely no steps have been taken to nake ygood on thoso assartiona.

It is our oconviction that n strong word 1a needed fron you as the
leader of the nation to the effoeot thug while we rightly ocondemn
ruolal persecution wbroand woe us .meriouns should at the cane tine
olean up our own donuin., \ie hope that you will sse fit to urge vigor-
ously upon the 76th Congress thad 1t pass without delay adequate
Federal leglslution uguinst lynebing und tlhat the denccratic right to
a vote on any measure prosented to the Ugngroso ghould not be denied
by a shaueless filibuster. Ife bolleve that the vaset najority of
Ameriosns, both South and Morth, would huartily welecore ouch a state-
ment from you.

In this ocounsction you will be interusted in the attoohed United
Press dispatoh fron Surlin in which your own ine pronouncelwnta
against the horrible pwrsecution of tdnoritivs in Gemwny is discount-
ed by Gernany's pointing to unpunlshed and unraluked lynchings in
amerioa. Lay we call your uttention partioulurly to the ptateriont
tnuigg of the featuring of {:ur photograph in Gerian newdpapers sur-
round by ploturea of lynchingp and riotas in the United States?

NMespaoctfully,

Soorotary.

Ww:CTF
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lly dear lirs. Roosevelt:

I noted in the newspapers a day or
two ago that you are planning to be in llew York
for a number of days during the coning week.

IT you can spare a few nminutes I would like to
come in and talk with you about certain impending
developments in the Virgin Islands about which I
Bhould like to give you certain inforriation and
get your advice as to procedure.

4nd do you renesnber in 1937 reading the
report of a young woman who then was a senior at
Vassar, on the work she and other Vassar students
had been doing at Dutchess Junction in the brick-
yards settlenent? On reading the report you
brought it to the attention of the relief authori-
ties and urped that sonething be done.

Hiss Strother is now working in lew York
and her interest in social problens has continued.
She has bLeen doing for the last few months volunteer
work with the N.a...C.P., in an efrficient fashion.
If 1t i1s agreeable to you, I should like to bring
her with ne vhen I cone to see you. You will be
interested, I anm sure, in hearing how as a result of
your work and hers there has been very great in-
Provement in the very bad conditions which existed
at Dutchess Junction.

With cordianl pgrectings, I an
Lver singerely,

7 W T

lirs. ileanor Roocsevelt

Wodistw e it Mo 20 East 1lth Street Secretary,
Loan . Ra lew York City.
Wilsalngten, Uel. Louls 1.
wioTe EN BY THE NATIGNAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVENUE. NEW YORK
Ith ANNUAL CONFERENCE, RICHMOND, VIRGINTA, June ™1l July T, 1930
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My dear llra. Roosevelt:

. M.Iu:'i{ul:hu figloucia
Lr. Waller Gray truny
i Cuthbert

Here 1s the memorandum about the
Virgin Islands situation which I pronised to
gend you.

Wasn't it an Interesting colnei-
dence that just about the time I was talking
with you about the Virgin Islands the President
unexpectedly put in at the harbor of S5t. Thonas
where he had a talk with Governor Cramer and
other officials?

I have written to our Birmingham
branch to get information about the conviction
of Joe Hart in Alebama. As soon as I get a re-
ply I shall report to you.

Secretary.

lirs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The lthite House
Washington, D. C.

W:CTF
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24th 4
1939

69 Fifth Avenue
New York City.

MEMORANDUM RE: SUCCESSOR TO JUDGE WILLIAM H. HASTIE
AS FEDERAL JUDGE IN THE VIRGIN ISLANDS.

From Walter Vhlte.

| It is my earnest hope that careful conslderation will be
given.to the cholce of a successor to Judge Hastie. I, perscnally,
am opposed, as is the N.A.a.C.P., to "Hegro Jobs". I would rather
ges a Tirst-rate white man appointed to the Virgln Islands' Judge-
ship instead of a poorly qualified legro who was appointed largely
because of his race, But there are several llegro lawyers who, 1T
not the esqual of Judge Hastie, are as well qualified as any white
lawyer who would be interssted in the Virgin Islands post. It is
probable that some of the available Negro lawyers would be superlor,
certainly in understanding of the situation in the Islands.

But aside from these considerations is the fact that the
appointment of Judge Hastle, being the first Negro to be appointed
to a Federal Judgeship, has brokem mew ground end thereby become a
symbol in the minds of Negro Americans and of many white Americans
as well, of a definite advance towards recognition by the Federal
government of ability and character of Negroes. To appolnt a white
man to the post, umless he were of superlative abllity and unless
a Negro of at least equal qualifications were unavallable, would be
a sore disappolntment to many peocple.

1 would like to make the suggestion that the President or the
Secretary of the Imterior or the Attorney General invite Judge
Hastle to Washington for consultation as to the type of person to
be chosen as his successor. Judge Hastle wlll be returning to the
United States when his resignation takes effect on July lst. But
I assume that the President would wish to send the name of his suc-
cessor to the Senate considerably in advance of that date in order
that Judge Hastie's successor may be ready to assume his duties when
Judge Hastle steps out.

WiW:CTF
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My dear lirs. Roosevelt:

It was very nlce indeed to-see you yester-
day. MUMiss Strother was very greatly heartened by
her contact with you in her determination to de-
vote herself to the kind of work whieh she started
at Dutchess Junction. I know you have many persons
of good will to come to you for advice about
careers but Miss Strother comnbines an excellent
educational background with intelligence and un-
selfishmness to a remarkable degree. GShould you
have any suggestions I know lliss Strother would be
glad to have them. %You can either write her
directly at 228 West 1llth Street, Hew York City,

or through nyself.

Sacratary

' Evﬂr sincerely,

Chlongs rvin . Medliss
Edward H. Morris

Erle, i'n. wikitam ¥, Lillg z
[ B D MCii
loa Angrles Thamas L. Grifih, Jr.
Laalasille Uharbes W. Anderson
Maskagee, Ukis, Charin A, Chanier Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Nushele, Trn 2 Alesasder Look The Vhite House
Kew Vork ubrt T Dalany Washi Etﬂn : D. C.

Arihir blmya
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Chimrbes . Bludin
Thilladel plila Francls Hlddla
Pitsdurgh Hlesnir B Drow o j -

e \'u'll-"‘lli-lf lliiﬂdmullt
Wonadilng Lt {ihmrien 11, Housion
Wilmslnglon, Kbel, Louls L. Rediding W oTE
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Fabruwy 13, 193

My deny M ,%hiter
Mrd. Booscvelt aoked me to thank you for
gendlng licr & cody of the brosdesst mude by 'r.

Ficherd! rooks on Pebrusry 3.

Vary aincerely yours,

secretary to
"rs. Roosevelt

Mr. Melter hulte
&7 Fifth . veuaa
Hew York

HaXe
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liy dear lirs. loosevelil:

You will be interested in the enclosed
copy of a broudecast by Nichard Jrools, the well -
lmowm news corrmentator, over Stution iR en

Friday, Fobruary 3d.

Lﬁf"'*‘{"'.f

Yperetary.

lira. wleanor TNoosevelt
""hia Jhite llouss
ushinpton, . C.

F i H e
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From a broadcast by Richard Brooks over
Station W N E W, New York delivered
February 3, 1939 ---- 7:45 P.M.

From Washington comes word that Senator Barkley of
Kentucky, the majority leader, is worried. He 1s concerned that
the present session of Longress will extend into the hot summer
montha,

Well Senator.....from what I have learned....it seems
more than likely that this session will not only extend into the
summer months, but may work all through the summer...and perhaps
into the winter, :

One of the principle reasons will be the battle over
the anti-lynching bill introduced into the Senate by Senators
Wagner, Van Nuys and Capper. These three gentlemen have sponsored
a new measure which 1s mlilder than last yecar's in several respects,
It 18 saild to have the approval of a majority of senators. Now i
ordinarily that would mean a quick passaze of the bill in the
senate.

But will it%

No.

For before a vote can be taken on a bill placed before
the Senate all debate must have ceased. Now that would seem a

simple matter. But is 1t? Agaln, NO.
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Last year, when 1t scemed almost certaln that the
anti-lynching bill would be passed...several senators from the
South arose and began a filibuster that lasted for six full
weeks ...8ix wecks of talking thant finally forced the bill to
be shelved so that other business could be transacted in the
Senate. 7 .

And this year with a modified measure to be placed
before the Senate....the opponents of a square deal for the
Negro...have given notice that they will again filibuster until
"the entire Senate gets blue in the face from listening."

The anti-lynching bill has fast bacome the bugaboo
of the Senate. Most of the legislators dread the measure, for
At meons an extended battle....it means a virtual standstill
in the Senate with all other business walting while a few in the
dlstinct minority stand up and read page after page of nonsensi-
cal material, irrelevant, immaterial and unnecessary to the issue.

The chief fighter for the South in 1ts battle to pre-
vent federal interference in lynchings is Senator Tom Connally of
Temas. Mr. Connally makes no bones about the anti-lynching measure..
..whether 1t be proposed by Wagner, Van Nuys, Capper or anybody
else. He's against it if 1t means the saving of a Negro's 1life.

Here are the genator's views, expressed eaﬁly during
this sesasion of Congress, and I quote:

"Any E%tempt to revive this bill (anti-lynching

measure) will result in wasting half the time of this Senate and
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accomplishing nothing. It will not pass."

When the three senators who are proposling this
measurs stated that the fight for an anti-lynching bill must
go on, Senator Oonnally sald: '8¢ the fight must Zo uﬁ. Well,
let me inform the Senantors that those opposed to this lagislntion
are rendy to carry on the fight as long ns thelr legs hold out
Innd thelr mental faculties function." Those, mi;ﬁ you, are the
words of a man who calls himself a Senator from on2 of the 48
staten of these United Stntes of Amerien.

It is nll well and zood for us in Anerica to talk
about the Bill of Rights and to &wazier because of froadom of
relizion, speech and press, But untll w2 have n fedarnl -nti-

_1ynching law....untll we wipo out this bnrbarian practice of
lynchinge....we will continue to have a blot on our racord.

Let us lookX nt tho record.

Since 1882 the United States hns found itself shamed
by 4,681 lynchinge., These are onscs wiilech have been recorded. I
don't know how mnny moro lynchings have occurred on which thero
are no available records. Of this numbsr about 1200 were white
persons...morg than 3300 were colored folk.

In 1937 while the Houne of Representatives was
arzuing about a propnsed anti-lynching bill...seven warea lynched
in this country...two of these crses nrc now fanous. For while
the sovernor of Missiseippl was addreasing a antherin? on how hle
gtate could take earc of lynchings without interfarence from tha
Federnl Gﬂvarnmgnt.-.twa Mernroee were beinZ lynched less than
100 miles away from the scena of hls anemic apaach.

These two colored men wore saized while in the cuatody

of police and wure tied to n tree. Then they were burned

T ——



FOUR G
to death at the end of two blow tormches in the hands of lynchera.

In 1938 while the proposed measure was beinfk fought
out on the floor ér the Senate....there were no lynchings what-
socver in this country. For six weeka while Sonator Tam Connally
blew off steam before his nompatrio;s, the entire South was clear
of any missteps. It was almost too good to be true. For the first
portion of 183B8...there was not a single blotch...not a singlg
lynching...and the Senators who supported Tom Connally proudly
poeinted to the record.

Thé big cry wns..."we can take care of ourgelves...
glve ue state rights...we want nc federal police meadling..."

But ae soon as the issue was placed in the refriger-
ator...as soon as the proposed anti-lynching law was set aside
for the rest of the year...the lynching broke out.

Perhaps it was coincidental....that cannot be proven..
«.perhaps it was Just one of those things...there 15 nothing on
the record to deny this...but the fact remains that in the latter
part of 1938.,.seéven lyhchings were chalked ups And all seven
took place in the South, the section that is so ardently fighting
against n federal measure.

According to a statement by the three Senators who
are proposing the new measurs..."of the seven lynchings that took
place....there has not been a single convietion, prosascutinn or
even arrest."

Let us look at the record of Texns, the state from
which the ardent epeaker, Mr. Connally, hails. Since 1882 there
has been 488 1ynnhinga in Texas.

488 people have been murdered through mob violence

and Tom Connally tells the Senators of the United States that it
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wants no interference from the Federal Government.

And so later on durlng thie present sesslon of congress
We can agaln expect a filibuster by the aminﬁnt Senator from Texas, |
As A matter of fact wd are assured of 1t by his own promisge.’

Here are a few questions I think most Americans would
like answered,

"What has a atnfe to fear of a federal anti-lynching
law?

"What has any Senator to fear of a law which would put
to an end this shameful practice which is directly contradictory
to the United States Constitution and the rights for which Ameri-
ca's greatest leaders gave up thelr lives? i

"Is it a matter of race hatred and the color line which
is preventing passage of thla bill?

"Have not the colored people of this country as much
right to protesction of the law as any other citizen?

"Why must the majority of the Senators and Congressmen
be forced to sit by 1dly whille a minority forcos its will upon
them?

"Why must the bigotry and prejudice which we have
fought against for 150 years be permitted to flourish?

"How can Tom Connally and his supporters in the
Senate blandly say that the state can take care of its own lynch-
inge when the facts have proven otherwige?®

The anti-lynching law 18 necessary to keep thae Bill of
Rights from becdoming a sham. And the fight will go on for the
passage of thie law...despite filibusters...despite lengthy
talking...despite the petty politics of petty polliecltians. -




Movel 6, 1934

i
Uy dear Mr, VWhite:

Mira. Roosevelt asks ne to thank
you for ywuir telo ran,. 8he wnnrecintels your
efferiny to oot in toush with iilss Andorson,
tut the oo - ron foor June 8 1s atill In Eno
formative atuyo avl oven the datoe i2 uncertain.
The peonle handling the prosran will rot in
touch with Hise Anderson when taingo are sore
talinito.

Very sincorely youra,

Secratary to
Mro. Roosevolt

Mr. wolter Whilte
69 Fifth Avenue
Wow York, How York

no
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TELEGRAM AR
The Mhite House
4Owume 23 435p Mashington

1'SH New York, Feb,28,1939,

Mrs.kleanor Roosevalt.

Qur wart thanks and congratulations on wesi % “ien from D.A.R.

elghth,

Walter White.




Harch 21, 1939

Uy dewr dr, Multes

Ure- Hoceevelt has ssked ae Lo thank
you for your telegres of Msreh 13 and to sy
thet she regrets not belag +ble to cccent jour
lavitation Lo wtlend the Moarian Asde con concert
en Awrdl 16, ke finds that she will have ta
be in Sesttle ot tast tlua.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretury to
Udra. Rooscvelt

Ur.Raltur Bufto
(9 Fifth Avenue
Hiw York

N.X.




au

, 2\

The MWhite House
20wume 38 iﬂﬁﬁhﬁqﬁnn

NSH New York, March 13,1539,

TELEGRAM

¥rs,Eleanor housevglt.

Would you care to be a guest of Mrs.White and myself at Marian
Anderson's concert Carnszpie Hsll, April 16th ? Other fuests will
be Mayor and Mrs. LaGuardia, For numerous resasons hope you will
be able to accept.

Wﬂltﬂr 1I‘Irhita'| j {“" / i J,}r‘ ‘lll:*"’.f (lr }" /r,
553pm b ({(;f £ :
r



aortl 4, 1999

Cear Hr. Wnites

irs. Booscvelt haes ever succeeded 1o

finding & pl.ce for Yergaret Toul.y, aloul wion
she wrote o you Eometiae . Ko« She i gemd ing
you the lato.t communicition ~froa 'MMad Inndse
a.d would enpreclete your advice us tu how she

can bo.t heln the girl et this tipe.

Hri. Bocsevelt 1o waking in.ulry oo to
the possibility of a job in the.Virgla Iclunda,
wisleh ige Taniss indicates .l Uesirous of
obtaining.

Va:; slacerely joursd,

Beeretury to
Iry. Roosevelt

ur, Walter Wolte
€3 Firth Avenuc
Hew York

HaYs



ey 20, 193 P

Lear Mr. Bnites
I .2 geading you thils lettcr froa s
wouan w.g Sodads sost sarthy. Te tacere ao !
Negro Crodit Und 1 cacoelction wiien eounld
holp ber?
Vary sivcerely ;ours,
0]

|
lir. Walter Wahite l
69 Fifth Avenue

NYC
—

Viala B. Harris, Va. State College, Ettrick, Va.
Taau;er ui EE ;rll-s. old built a home last year and hos had trouble ever since -
hed to nay hospital bills for reletives. Adonted two girls and reised them, -

ono .of them has had to go to NY for treatments on eye ~ ~he hus borrowed

money &and i3 noW in desperate straits - ¥apts to borrow 20000 and pay 1f
back in monthly paymenta



day 22, 1939

Hy dear Wr. Woltes

dra. Rousevelt asked me to thang you feor
your letter of llay 1B about Margeret Inalss. T sa

englosiag & letrer from the Depurraent of the Interier
conceraiug tho jab iu the Virgin I.lands wbout wileh

Mrs., soouevelt mrotle to you.

Very aincerely jyourg,

Secretary to
Hirs. Foossvelt

Ur. Palter Wnite
&3 Fifth Avenue
New York

q.X.

Dr. Gruening has taken up with Hr, Boyd J, Brom,
Co. - there may be un opening.

R ————

Pregident of Virgin Talands
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0 P IR :
0 \51' :
My deer ‘Miss Thompson:

I owe you and Mrs. Roosevelt a very great
apoclogy for walting so long to answer your letter of
“April 4 pbout Miss Margeret Innlss., I have been
awuy & great deal snd thus have not had opportunity
to get the sdvice of one or two persons whose
Judgment I wanted.

From my telk with Miss Inniss I am strongly
of the opinlon that if the job in the Tirgin Islands
ean be secured 1t would be the best thing for her.
There 1a a real opportunity for service there which
Miss Innlss, being from that part of the world,could
probably do better than one not as familier with the
West Indies as she is.

To guote one of the persons whose advice I
sought , this might alsoc save Mrs., Roosevelt from
"gontinuous correspondence and fault-finding on
Miss Innlss's pert." This person mlso suggests that
if a Job is found it would be wise for Mrs. Roosevelt
to glve Miss Inniss to understand that that is all
she can do.

Ever sincdrel

S

Secretary
Miss Malvine C. Thomnaon
Secretary to Mrs. Fooasvelt
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

P.8. - 1 am returning Miss Inniss‘'s

WW:RR letter which was enclosed 1ln yours
of April 4. - WW
THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOURTH AVENUE REW YORK

ith ANNUAL CONFERENCHE, RICHMOND. VIRGINIA, Tune 27th - Julv 2nd, 1939



June 10, 1929

My dear Mr. Whito:

Urs. Hossovelt asks ue to write
you erd say thit che sgreed with all you
say in your lebter of Jupe 7. She has
given it to the Frosident as you raquested.

Very sincorely yours,

Ssaretary to
Mra. Hoosnvelk

Hr. kelter White
69 Fifth Avaenua
Wew York, bLiow York

oo
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Offigial Organ: The Crisis

My dear Mrs. Roosevel

I want you to see this

reading 1t will

your owmn information.

EAECUTIVE OFFICERS
WALTER Wit

Rov WiLkins
ABSISTAMT SECAETARY
EDITOR, THE CRIBIS

CHARLES M. HousTow
lrl::_lll. CEoUNIEL
THURGHOD MARSHALL
ASSISTANT SPECIAL COURSEL
WiLLiae Pickikg
DINECTOR OF BEANCHLS
Darsr E. LANPEIN
¥ FIELD SECALTARY
E FREDERIC Homnow
BRANCH CODRDINATON

GEoRGE B, MumReHr, Jn.
FUBLICITY AND PROMOTION

SECRETamy

t:

After

letter, for

you then be good enough to pass it on to your

hushand?

Iver sinc’eruly .

\

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt

The White licuse
Washington, D. C.

W::CTF

' 5
Loz Stista
Secretary.

EXDORSED 8Y THE NATICHAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOURTH AVERUE, REW TORN

S0eh ANNUAL CONFERENCE, RICHROND. VIRGINIA,
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June 4, 1939

Dear «Jir. .bite:

Tuune you for your letter about the
arrangezents io itleimond.

A I to apeak only elen aescnting the
medal? I osi boceuse I understond originelly
that [ muct be in lcomond ot two o'clock.

Huve you cny specinl sugpestions or
points which I micht make in my spoech? o
long will Miss Lrderson talk? OF courae,
her singing is worth much more tharn anyone's
gpeechl

Vory sinceraly yours,

Mr. J4alter #hite
69 Fifth Avenus
H.Y.C.

MCT:mds
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.12 A= Pl - My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Hinpori, Keps,  Wiilam Allss White

H_:um. K. ¥, Major Jjnb-u. B Treaian

D W I have just this minute completed arrange-

R Eie 4 1a alght Chalmers ments for the second Coast-to-Coast network which
A will broadeast the July 2nd meeting from Richmond.
Lm.;“*"ﬁ.;ﬁ."ﬁm H.B.C. 18 giving us thelr blue network and the
S :{.ui.r.;_"#.?“'g : “ Columbia Broadcasting System 1s glving us their
Hlew. Juiin Hayses Halmen entire chain of 106 stations. To do this Columbia

is caneeling a forelgn broadcast.

ﬁ?;‘.‘::‘ﬁ.?tm Both chains are carrying the program from

‘:‘#ﬁ?‘ﬁ‘ﬂ?,"'}‘.‘““ 43:00 to 4:30 Eastern Standard time, on which Richmond
Merthampleo,
Okl i8ty ﬁmf.mp":;"'“""“ Both chains are anxious to get om the air your
e Do address and Miss Anderson's acceptance. Since Miss
W, Louls  Hidey B Redmond Anderson is reluctant about speaking we have suggest-
it ooy ed to her that she respond briefly to your presenta-
Washlugion  Hoa. Willim 11 Hastie tion of the Medal and then sing perhaps one or two

Charies mimrﬁu.u-l! numbars. :

Ler, Ellzatath Vatos

Compressing both your speech and Lilss’ Ander-

NATIONAL LEGAL CUMMITTEE

Arthur B. Bplagern, New Yook, Chalrman son's response into half an hour 1s going to be
Atlanta AT Walden rather difficult for you both. Do you think i1t can
L e e e done? Please let me hear from you as I have been
Uleariaaton, W, Ve, T. G. Natter asked by the bmﬂﬂ&_ﬂtiﬂg :.'.umpanies to let them kmow
T Ak g e by the end of this week what we can do.
Ju:b;:-'ﬂh H."ﬁh"“ J{ﬁ ( {b £ (o f,_}-, .-“lrd(.ﬂ
lLass Amgeles Themaa L Griffih, Jr. (F r g f" gV £ia Pt r i
i S Q. @t Dt \
Musksges, Okla, Uharis A, Chandier .)/ ! ‘
N L Alezander £ ;
::\“1“ ngu:nﬁml:;w L%ﬂ!ﬂﬁ’f '{;—"fl‘ffﬂ £y ‘.fk({fl{w .
ﬂlhu‘:ﬂ"ﬂl Hays *— /.Kl y
e Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt “{Lf/1af = Secretary. Py,
Chiariua it . Hyde Park, Dutchess Count§ g /7 . ~fiwd o 1
T . eme Mew York 7 i
Tuleds, Ohls Jeams B, Heallp i o -f fh.r
Washisgton ﬂgéw“"‘“ )C’V /&’u i f'- i f’/ /F{ "‘r”/ o /"I 14 f’ PH
Bl Lo
Wilmlagtos, Dl munhm- Wil: CTF /z ; A ur-. & f-‘/ '-'J‘

,. ,f ’fﬂ grf/-f m_} £ L/ﬂ:/ “.r; o
CHDORSED BY THE NATIONAL iumnn‘:mn BUNEAD 218 FOURTH AVENUE NEW TER : e
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My dear lMrs. Hoosevelt:

Thank you very nmuch for your letter. I am waiting
now for a telephone call from Miss Anderson who is to
let me know whether or not she will only speak briefly
in respomse to your presentation of the medal or wheth-
er in addition she will be able to sing one or two mum-
bers. &She is so very tired from more than seventy
concerts during the past season that I am reluctant to
impose upon her. In addition, she tells me that her
management has turned down all summner engageaments in-
cluding several radio appearances, and that her manage-
ment feels that it would be scmewhat embarrassing to
have her sing on July 2Znd after having turned down
these other engapgementa. However, I will know more
ab;rﬁ ;1115 later, perhaps before this letter is tran-
8¢ =1+ B9

It had been our original plan to ask you to speak
and then, a few minutes later, make the presentation of
the medal a8 a separate item om the program. But the
two radio chalns who are broadoasting the program from
4:00 to 4:30 LST are naturally very anxious to get in
your address and Miss Anderson's response. NBC is giv-
ing us its blue network and CES itas entire chain of 106
stations which have been cleared for the progran.

Ag it would take two or three precious minutes
away from you if you made your speech and then were re-
introdueed to make the presentation to !fiss Anderson,
would it be possible for you to speak for, say, twenty
minutes and then turn your remarks into the presenta-
tion of the medal? Mrs. Lampkin, who will preside, will
take forty-seven seconds in introducimg you. Allowing
for applause and time for you to reach the microphone,
you should be able to begln speaking by 4:02 p.n. If
you used twenty minutes for your speech and the presen-
tation, this would leave about seven minutes for Miss
Anderson's response and, if present diffioculties are
cleared up, perhaps one song sinoe her response is, she

-

ENDOESED uY THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAL, 215 FOOATH AYERUE, HEW YORK
il ANMUAL CONFERENCE, RICTIMOND, VIRGINIA, Jooe 270 - Julv 2anl, 19030




#2 - Mrs. Roosevelt June 20, 1939

tells us, to be a very brief one.

T am enclosing a leaflet which tells the ose of the
Spingarn lledal end the names of previous reciplents.

To ong who is so well informed on the whole questiom, 1t is
quite diffioult to give you "gpecial suggestions or pointa" which
you might include im your spesch. I send you herewlth a press
Telease which glves an outline of the program. In addition to
the speakers listed herewith, Nathan Straus will speak at the
opening mass meeting. I semd you also copy of the June issue of
the Crisis which contains a good deal of additional information
about. the subjects to be covered. J

Dr. Yebb is preparing, as you requested her to do, a memorandum
which will supplement these two statements.

We are delighted to kmow that lrs. lorgenthau and liss Thompson
are going to be with you. I am asking Mr. \ilkins to reserve seats
on the platform for them. The demand for seats has been so great
that though The Mosgque will seat 5200 persons it has been found
necessary to issue reserved seat tickets. If there ars any others
who you would like to have present, let us kmow end we will be glad
to send you as many reserved seat tickets as you wish, or send them
diraut;z;,_

iver sinceyely,

T g

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White liouse
Washington, D. C.

WW:CTF -



Spingarn Medalists

18. Hobert R. Moton - Tuskegee Institute,
Presented May 20, 1932, by Hon. Bronson Cutting
U. 5. Senator from Hew México; Washington, D. C.

19. lax Yer , Tor ten years American YiM.C.A. secretary among the native
students of South Africa, "a missiomary of intelligence, taoct and self-
sacrifice, representing the gift of cooperation and culture which
hmerican Negroes may send back to their liotherland; and he inaupurated
last year an unusual local movement for interracial understanding among
black and white students.” :

Fresented July 1, 1933, at Chicago, Il)l. by Mr. Ldwin R. Enmbree,
President of the Julius Rosenwald Fund.

20. William Taylor Burwell Williams, Dean of Tuskegee institute. "The
Splngarn medal for 1934 18 presented to William Taylor Burwell Willlams,
Dean of Tuskegee College, for his long service as field agent of the
Slater and Jeanes Funds and the General Iducation Board, hils compre-
hensive knowledge of the field of Negro education end educetional
equipment, end his sincere efforts for thelr betterment."

Presented June 29, 1934, at Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, by the Rev. J.
Raymond Henderson of Atlanta, Georgla, at the Twenty-rfifth Annusl
cﬂnrﬁraﬂﬂs of the N.A.A.C.P.

2l. Mrs, Mary MoLeod Bethune, founder and President of Bethune-Cookman College,
Daytona Beach, Florida. "In the face of almost insuperable difficulties
she has, almost single-handedly, established end built up Bethune-
Cookman College, which 18 recogmized by the Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools of the Southern States as a standard junior college.
In dolng this she has not simply created another educationmal institutionm.
Both the institution's and Mrs. Bethune's influence have been natiomwide,
That influence has elways been on a high plane, directed by a superb
courage. Urs, Bethune has always spoken out against injustice, in the
South as well as in the North, without compromise or fear."

Presented June 28, 1935, by lir. Willlam Pickens, Field Secretary of
the N.A.ACuP., at the Twenty-sixth Annual Confersnce of the MHational
sassoclation for the Advancement of Colored People, St, Louis, Missouri.

22. John tha, President of Atlanta University, characterized by the Committee
of Awa as "a distinguished leader of his race, one of the foremost
college presidents in the United States, widely and favorably known
throughout the educatiomal world."

Presented (posthumously) July 3, 1936, at Baltimore, Llaryland, by
Dr. Mordecal W. Johnson, President of Howard University, to Mra. Hope.

23, Walter White, Ixecutlve “ecretary of the National Assocciation for the
Advencement of Colored People, for his personal investigation of 41
lynchings and & race riots and for his "remarkable tact, skill and
persuasiveness” in lobbying for a federal anti-lynching bill.

Presented July 2, 1937, by Govermor Frank lurphy of liichigan, at
the Twenty-elghth Anmial Conference of the lational Associstion
for the Advancement of Colored People, Detroit, Michigan.
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RICHHMOND READY FOR
30TH ANNUAL N.A.A.C.P.
CONFERENCE

Mo jor Problonme Confronting Race to Be Discussod; Mrs,
Roosevelt to Bpeak and Present Medal
to Marlan Anderson

Righoond, Va., June 16,.~ Everything is in roadinoss for the
ontoertainnent of tho 30th annual conferenco of the Natlonal Assccinticn
for the Advancenont of Colorod People hore June 27 = July 2, inclusive.

The neeting of tho raco's forsmoat civil richts erganization
blde falr to eclipeo any sinilar gathering in tho past ten yenrs., This
will bo the third tioe in the history of tho N.A.A.C.P, that the annual
gonforcnge hes gone below tho Moson and Dixen line, Tha first trip
wag in 1920 to Atlanta, Oa. The second in 1934 to Oklaheoa City, Okla,,
and the third this yoar in Rlchnond.

Fron ths oponing neeting Tuesday night, June 27, in Richoond's
hugo Mosquo to the olesing oeeting Bunday afternoon, July 2, also in
the Mosque, the sessilons wlll be packed with discussicns of the oajor
problens affecting roce rolations in Aoerica,

Hondquarters of the conferoncetwill bo tho Fifth Stroot
Baptist Churoh, N. Fifth anhd E, Jackson stroots.

The opening night speakers will bo Judso Williao H. Hastlo,
who rocently rnnﬁ:nni his post on tho federal bonch in the Virgin
Islands, and Ssnucl B, Solooon of Mioni, Fla,., who organizod and led
tha Hegro voters of hils cilty to the. pollas May 2 in dofiance of threats
oade by the Ku Klux Klan. Judge Hastlie will sound the koynote of the
conferonce and will review bricfly the najor achievenants of the
nsgoclation during the past throo decades, Mr. Bolcoon will tell the
inside 8 tory of the organizatlon of Negro votorse in tho South and 1is
expoctod to polnt out that colorad citizens in Dixie are deteroined
to oxerclse thelir citizenship rightsa.

Anong tho spoakers and dlscusslon loadors on Wednesday,

Juna 28, will be 8. H. Dykatran of the staff of tho wnges and hours act
administrator; Dr. Charlos 8, Johnson of Fisk university; Lostor B.
Granger and Hownrd Kester, Thoy will dlscuss low wagos and low incono
forning. Edward 8, Lewls of Baltinoro will preside June 28 in a panel
dlscusselon on econcmic socurlty and other epeakers will tell of the
work of tho Now Negro Alliance in Washingten mnd of the erganlzation
of tcbacoo workors in Rishnond,

Hoalth and housing probleme will be considercd at the gonernl
egsaion Thursday, Juneo 29, with Dr. John B, West, of NHew York, and
Harold Lett, of Newark, N, J., as tho discuselon leadors,

Ope of tho most intercating of the group dlecussions is
expected to coccur Thursday afterncon, June 29, when Thurgood Marshall,
T. G. Nutteor, Enolia McMillan. and Lestor B, Granger will speak on
the general subject of oducatlon.

Friday afternoocn, June 30, the wholo subject of civi]l rights
willl be dlscussed by Hubert T. Delany, Jance M. Habrilt, Lecn A. Renson
and Hrs. Ornce Towns Hapilton. This scexion will be prosided over by
P, B, Young, Br., of Norfolk, Va.

On Frlday oorning, Willien Pickons, director of branchoes of
the N.A.A.C F. wlll proside ot a sceslon in which the prcblems of brancl
organization will be gone into,

Tho Baturday morning seesion, July 1, will be the businoss
meeting at which roscluticns will be aauptad and the tine and place
of the 1940 conferonco detormined.

: The Wodnesdny night nass nooting, June 28, will bo a panel
discusslon on economlic opportunity in whigh one of the leading partioci-
pante will be Elmer Anderson Carter, ono of tho throe oembers cf the
appeals board of tho Now York Btato Unopployment Fund,

Dr. Louls T, Wright, chalrman of tho assoolation's board
of dircotors, will speak on the naticnal public jwnlth progran Thursday.
night, June 59; and Charles H. Houston, of the association’s legml

e
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staff, will discuss tha ioplicntlone of the University of Missourl
CAB0 .

- Also at this Thursday night necoting, ths Morit Hodal, sward-
od onnunlly for distingulshed sorvice in the perforonnces of M.A.A.C.P.
work, will be awnrdod to Dr. Tinsley, prosidont of the Richmond branch,

}iw continucus aoctivity as presideont bringing the branch from 202

4 end for hie work in organizing tho Virginia State Cenfercnco
of Branchoso, : :

Also to bo presented Thursdny nifht are tho oednls to 1lifn
neobers of the assoociatlion - those who have pald $500 inte tho nscocia-
tion's tronsury. Mednls will po toi Tho Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority,
Mrs. Lillinn A. Aloxandor of Now York, Duke Ellington, Marshall Field,
and Dr, John L, Reeves of FPhiladelphia, Fa., Tho presentation will
be made by Dr. Willian Lloyd Ines of New York, nonbor of tho ascocin=-
tion'e board of directors. The prineipal sponkor at thoFridey nliht
sassion Juno 30, which has been designated os youth night, will bo
Dr. arthur Raper, rosparch dircetor of the Comulesion on Interracinl
Cooperntion at Atlantn, Ga, . Othor short talks will bu pgiven by Edward
8tron;;, secrotary of tho Bouthern Hegro Youth Cofgross, Jamos H.
Robinson, nnd W. Willeroy Wolle of Richnond, Va.

The closing meeting on Sunday aftornoon, July 2, will be
oddroesed by Govornor Japes H. Prlce, of Virginlna, Wnlter Whito and
Mre., Fronklin D. Roocsovolt, Mra. Hoosevelt will closc her reonrks
by prosonting the 2Hth Bpingarn Modal to Marian Anderson, faoed con-
tralto,

Tho following living Bpingarn podnllists have boon invitod
to bo present at the coromonles; whoen Mra. Roosovolt prosente the 1938
nedal to Mliss Andorson:

Professor E, E, Jusat, Willian Stnanley Bralthwalte, Harry T.
Burloigh, Dr. W, E. B, DuBols, Dr. George Washington Cnrvoer, Reland
Hoyos, Dr, Mordesni W. Jolinsun, Dr. R. R, Motaon, Dr. ‘Mox Yergan,
:a-. ¥, T. B, Willians, Mre.Mary Mclood Bothune, and Dr. Cartor G.
sodaon. i

The addross of Mre. Roosovelt and the rosponas of Hies
Anderson will be carricd over the two najor radic notworks = NBC nnd
€28 = froo flve to five=thirty p.n.; ocnstern dnylicht anving tine,

Ono of the featurss of the conforence will be a luncheon,
June 30, colebrating the twonty—=cne years of sorvice which Waltor Whito,
N.A.A.C.P, socretary, has glvon to the organizatisn. At that luncheon
roports aro to bo recolved fron branchos of contributions to the legel
dofones fund of tho assoclation in honor of Mr. Whitc's sorvico.

Another featuro will be the youth fellowahip dinnor Friday
night, June 30, 8till anothor ontortaimont arranced for thoe bronohos
is tho living nowspaper play "Plnco: Ancrica" which has beon writton
espeolnlly for this conforonce mnd which covers tho contral philosophy
and scoe of the maln evonts in the thirty years history of tho N.A.A.C.}
It will bo produccd by tho Richmond Coumunity Thentro playere updor
the dircetion of Thomne Rilchardaon.

Tho youth delogates to the N.A.AC.P. conferenco will have
o moeting each nmorning in n separnte youth sccticn and on Thursdny
neon, June 29, a debate on soclalized podicing will be staged betwoon
tho Detroit youth council (affirpative) and tho Boaton youth counoil
(nogative).

Tho soparate porning scsslonse for young people will hoar
aovornl u{:n‘kﬂra including Goorge Bnith of thoDelats Cooporative Forn
at Rochdnls, Misas.; Brank Fulton of New York; Mrae, Ann Coution
dircotor of NYA nahﬂ.tlﬂ anong eclored youth in Oklahonna; Jﬁﬁn Holly
of Cleveland, O, E4 Btrong and Miss L, Fpar) Mitchell. Walter Whito,
N.A.A.C,P, socretary, will spenk to the youth delogntes Fridoy morning,
June 30, Olester B. Curront, _grnudnnt of the Dotroit youth ocouncils,
will preoide at tho youth night oass oocting Friday, Juno 30,
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The Crisis

Along the N.A.A.C.P. Battlefront

Mrs. F. D. Roosevelt and Other Prnnllinent v
Speakers Will Draw Record Crowd to
N.A.A.C.P. Conference June 27-July 2

LL roads will lead to Richmond,
Va., the last week in June for the
Mhh annual conference of the
National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People, which opens
the night of June 27 and runs through
Sunday alternoon, JTuly 2.
Approximately 1,000 delegates from
hranches, vouth councils and collegpe
chapters are expected to be in attend-
ance. The Wednesday, Thursday, Fri-
day and Satorday sessions, day and
night, will be held in the Fifth Street
Baptist church, Fifth and Jackson streets,
From the opening night mass meeting
in Richmond’s Mosgue—seating 4500—
to the closing meeting Sunday after-
noon, to be held, also, in The Masque,
the program is packed with headline
speakers, and experts i various fields
including employment, health, housing,
political action, legal defense work, edu-
cation, and hranch administration prol-
lems,

Man Who Defied Klan
in Miami 1o Speak

Undoubtedly one of the high points of
the conference will be a speech by Sam-
uel B, Solomon of Miami, Fla,, presi-
dent of the Negro Citizens' Service
League. Mr, Solomon led Miami calored
voters to the polls in the city primary
May 2 in defiance of threats made by
the Ku Klux Klan of that city. He
will tell the inside story of the events
in Miami which thrilled colored people
all over the nation.

Indications are that the closing meet-
ing of the conference on Sunday after-
noon, July 2, will be too large for the
largest auditorivm in Richmond. At
this meeting, Mrs. Franklin D. Hoose-
velt will speak and present the 24th
Spingarn medal to Miss Marian Ander-
son, the world-famous contralto. Walter
White, executive secretary of the
N.AACP., will also :pez, er-
nor James H. Price, of Virginia, will
deliver brief welcoming remarks to the

First Lady and to the conference. Mrs..

Daisy E. kin, field secretary of the
association, will preside and introduce
Mrs. Roosevelt.

Arrangements already are being made

to install loud speakers to accommo-
date the overflow crowd that is expected
to occupy the street surrounding The
Mosque and the park directly across the
street.  Spécial music will L rendered
by a huge chorus and the speech of
Mrs. Roosevelt will be carried on a na-
tionwide radio network.

One of the principal speakers for the

ning nighl?]unFZF.F:'iﬂ be Judge
William H. Hastie, who has returned
from the Virgin Islands where he re-
signed his post to take up his duties as
dean of the Howard umiversity law
school. Judge Hastie will deliver the
keynote address, reviewing briefly the
most significant accomplishments of the
N.AACP. in its thirty years of exist-
ence and sounding a call for the work
yet to be done,

On Wednesday night, June 28, there
will be a panel discussion on employ-
ment led by Roy Wilking, assistant sec-
retary of the association. One of the
principal participants in this panel will
be Elmer A. Carter, one of the three
members of the appeals board of the
State Unemployment Insurance Fund
in New York. This appeals hoard han-
dles hundreds of cases invelving unem-
ployment insurance in New York Siate,

The full significance of the victory
in the University of Missouri case will
be outlined Thursday night, June 29, by
Charles H. Houston, who argued the
case before the U, 5. Supreme Court,
The other address at the Thursday night
meeting will be given by Dr, Louis T.
Wright of New York, chairman of the
board of directors of the N.AACPE.,
who will speak on the proposed national
health program and its relation to the
health problems of colored people.

The Friday night program, June 30,
will be youth night. Edward Strong,
executive secretary of the Southern
Negro Youth Congress, will give a short
talk on "Problems of Southern Negro
Youth"., There will be short talks, also,
on registration and the poll tax, and
on the youth work of the N.A.A.C.P,

Experts to Lead Discussions
The discussion groups which will meet

during the day sessions of the confer-
ence will he led hy experts in various
fields and promise to be the most inter-
esting and spirited sessions of this kind
in recent vears,

For Wednesday morning, June 28, the
general suhject will be *Economic Proh-
lems of the South” and these will be at-
tacked under the headings (a) low
wages; and (b) low income farming.

The speaker on low wages will he
5. . Dykstra from the office of Elmer
F. Andrews, administrator of the wages
anel hwowrs act. Discussion of this topic
will be led by Lester B, Granger, for-
merly of the National Urhian League
and now with the Wellare Council in
New York City,

The speech on low income farming
will he made by Dr, Charles 5. Johnson,
head of the Department of Social Science
at Fisk ‘university, and the discussion
leader will he Howard Kester, organ-
izer of the Southern Tenant Farmers'
Umion. Other participants in this dis-
cussion will he Alhon L. Holsey of
Tuskegee Institute and Washington,
D. C., and George H. Smith from the
Delta Cooperative Farm at Rochdale,
Miss,

The afternoon session on June 28 will
be in charge of Edward 5, Lewis, execu-
tive sccretary of the. Baltimore, Md,,
Urban Leapue, The general subject
will he *“Eeonomic Security”, he
rights of labor with particular reference
to Negro workers under the Social Se-
curity Act, the National Labor Relations
Act. the Wages and Hours Act, and
other legislation, will he presented by
James G. Tyson, Joseph C, Waddy and
Charles H. Houston of Washington,
DoC

Methods used by labor groups to se-
cure these rights will be outlined by
Eugene Davidson of the New Negro
Alliance in Washington, D. C., and
James Jackson, Jr., of Richmond. Mr.
Davidson will tell of the picketing in
Washington to secure jobs and Mr.
Jackson will tell of the successiul organ-
ization of Megro tobacco workers in
Richmaond.
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LIra. R. J4ill beg eowing frowm Horth Carolinms snd lunching with Covernor and birs., Price

and can be resched there ofter 12:30. Impossible to meke any slans for broadeasting

upon entering city as too uncertain of time. Do not wish mny esecort. Do not need

reservetion al hotel,

lulvina C. Thompscn
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MRS £ D ROOSIVELT

PLEAST 4INT CARG OF FIFTH STRTIT JAPTIST ClURCH RICHMOND NI YOU SILL ARDIVE
SUNDAY. © DO YO JISH US TO LECT YOU AT CITY LI AlD DSCORT YOU INTO CITVE.
IF 50 PIZnGl ADWISE BY JUUT ROUTS YOU JILL COLSS FROL WASHINGTM: AID ZUACT TINE
AHD PLACE TH ROUTE YOU IS U5 TO LOET YOU. JEALL &7 LA NCICRVATIONS FOR
YOU AT MOTZR UATIONAL JROADCASTHYS COUPATY IS INTIRVITH OITH YOU AT YoUu
UHTER CITY BY LOLUE OF PORT/DLE MICROPIICIT TN G'R DURLIN .MICH TLCOIT TO
NICHEIOHD /'EI.L A7 TETIIDED, #OULD ™IS IEZT JITH YOUR .-..?_*‘E'.UT.}.?
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August 29, 1838

Dear Ii. White:

I wes glad to nsave the nemorandusm
of your conference in the Department of Justice.
I wrote, after seelng you, to both the Attorney

Gencral and Admirsl Lgnd.

g

VYery slnceroly yours,

v Wpltel White
&t Fifth Avenue
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MEMORANLUUM ON OONFRRENGE, VWEDNESDAY, AUoUsT 23
at the FYepartment of Justioe,Washington
with Mr. Harry Sohweinhaut, chief of the Civil Liberties Livision

——

Judge William H. Hastie
Mr, Frank MoCalllster
he V.hehsC.F, Secretary

THE TAMPA SITUATION:

At the outset of the conferenas the Seoretary told Ur.
Sohweinhaut that whlle we are gertain that federal laws ars belng
violated, we have no absolute proof w8 yet and that we were pertaln
that if the Lepartment was willlng, as it had dome in other lmatances,
to go on a "flshing expedition” it would undoubtedly be able to turn
up startling evidenoe.

It was obvlous that «r, Sohwelnhaut, though very aympethetlo
and interested, had prepared himself Lo argue that Lhere ware no eleer-
out. viclations of federal jaw and that he expectsd us to assert that
theres are, ihen, however, we freely admitted that we d4d not have the
proof but that Hr. Maxwell's letter and the Seecrstary's report of hils
investigation gave many leads, Mr. Schweinhaut begun to disouss the
possible violations whioh seemed to be evident in the situation, He
statsd that he did not doubt but that inquiry would reveal that Silve
gud perhaps whitteker and others had not reported their full income
to the Inocome Tax Bureau; that while this was an oblique approach 1t
was worth looking into as s means of justifioation of getting at
ogther possible violations not so easily reachsd, MHe felt also that
there was a possibllity and evei & great likelihood that thera ware
violations of Seotions 51 and G2 of Title 18 of the Federal Criminal
Code.

There was very lengthy discussion at the oonoluslon of
which Mr. Sohweinhaut stated that as soon a8 the Attornay General
returnsd from vacation on Labor Day & gonfersnoce would be held at
whioh would be present, in additlon to Hr. Sohweinhsut, the Attorney
General, J. Zdger Hoover of the v §,I.,, O, John Rogge, Lesistant
sttorney Yeneral, now ln ocharge of the investigation of loulslanajand
the head of the Income Tax Bureau of the Department of Justloce; that
at this oonference the situation would be gome into thoroughly and
the motlon to be tukenm, if any, declded upon.

The “soretary pointed out to Mr. Sohwelinhaut that there
would seem to be ws much, if not mors, justifiostlion for federal actlon
in the Tampa oase, since it involved expenditure of federal money, us
in the kieml cese in whigh the F.B.I., as reported in the New York

world Tllilel of August 15, is making inquiry as to politlcal snd
DI‘E- [+]+] tione. ;

The George F. Forter gase, Dallas, Texas

Mr. Johwelnhaut stated that the F.H.I. had ocompleted itas
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investigation and the Department is now studying ite report and
will shortly determine on what aotion it will take,

Oreenvile, South faroclinpa, Case

J
Ur. Sohwelnhaut stated that Mr. Doyle, United Stgtes Attorney

at Oreenville, had stated thet the eleotlon for which the attempted
reglstrations are belng blooked by the Ku ¥lux Klan was solely a
logal olty eleotlon, Judge Haestle, however, polnted out that the
South Caroline law provides for a oounty reglstration whioh 18 &
prerequisite to regletration for a city eleotion; that the county
reglstrution is for a periocd of ten years and includea loocal, state
and federal elections; that thle olearly justified federal acticn.

Mr,.S5dhweinhaut thereupon stated that he would personally take
charge of the oase,

(After leaving the Department of Justioe the Searetary
asked Judge Haatle if he would put into a memorandum
to Mr. Sohwelnhaut the faots regarding the nature of
the South Carclina regiatration &2 es to make it a

- matter of reoord. Judge Hastle told the Seoretary that
he and “4r, Leon A. Ransom had prepared such s memorandum
and he would send a ocopy to Ur. dchweinhaut,)

Peonage Oase

Hr. Sohwelnhaut told the Seorstary of a ocse of a Negro
reputed to have been held in peonage iln Loulsiana, This case was
firet reported to the Uepartment from Californie and later from
Haverford, Fennsylvanla. XEfforts to looate the man and get the
faots so as to permit motlon hed been unavelling, Mr. Sehwelnhaut
etated that he was now convinced that the man is an impostor and
is using the socb story to get handouts, which he felt militated
egalnst correotlve amctlon in bona fide ocnses. Mr.Sochwelnhaut
promised to send the Seoretary a memoraendum of the faots when they
looated the mun who is now reported to be in New York cClty. If it
turns out thet the man ie an impostor, Mr. Jchweinhaut usked the
Sceoretury if the .issocolation would send out publieity asking
editors of the liegro press to chook mors oarsfully on storlea befora
featuring untrue stories by impostors as was done by the Philadelphie
Independent in this ouse. L



August 31, 1939

My dear Mr, Whitel

If the Precident can gel nway,
Mrs, Roosevelt will leavs vith him on
Ogtober 1. IR any canrs, cho oun not mAke
any engagetents while his plans ars un-
gertaip, A0 you oan easlly underastand,
her cal§ndar for the fall and winter and
avep noxt apring ia {airly fu1l1l w~nd no one
coule call this sumer an idle ona.

Vary nj._nnaraly yours,

Seoretary to
lirs, Ronsevelt

Mr. walter #hite

Seoretary

Hational iasoeiqtion for the advencement
of Colored Feople

g9 Iif'th avenus

New York, New York
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Official Organ: The Crisis

August 18, 1939 \

Lrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
llyde Fari, Hew Yorg

My deur krs. Roosevelt:

I in no way would attern

EXECUTIVE OFFICLAS

WaLTER WHiTE

Rar WiLkins
ASEIATANT SECRETARY
EDITOR, THE CRISIS

CHanLEs H, Houstos
3 SPECIAL COUNETL
THURGDOD MARSHA
ASBISTAMT BPECIAL COUNSEL

WiLLikW PIEKENS
DIRECTOR OF DRAMCHIE

Daisy E. LAMPEIN
FlELD IE[I['I'.I."!

E. Fhipgmic Monnow
BEANCH COORDINATOR

Guosce B, Mugrky. Jn,
FUBLICITY AMND PROMOTION

SECALTAmY

pt to inter-

fere with your chiolee of speaning engsgenents,

but purely for your information I want you to

see tie enclosed copy of letter assiging our

intercession in getting you to speax and copy

of our reply.

but

This is a worthy orgunization,

those of us who appreciate so much wuat you

are doing for Negroes also feel that you should

Allasia AT Waldes
lerkeley, Uslil,  Waller A, Gordou
Heslun Irwia T, Darch

Uharlestwn V.V, T, O, Huller

Vhbeags Prvim ©. Klsllisan
Edward 11, Morris
Erie, Fa. Willlas F, Hilg
Aurksanybiin 4. 0. Modll
Fam Anigeles Thoweas L. Grimas, Jr
Vamldunlile Charles W, Andareon
Slaallen, Wis, Ldoyd Garrlson
Muskuger, Okln, Uharles A, Ullsndier
Naskivlibe, Tean, £ Alvzimdor tmy
New Vork H-Inl'l T.
“"ﬁ.'!-.""
L'hll'il-l E Bludla
Fhiindelphla 1rancis Ukadie
i sburgls llv—-ti. Drnru
Tebmbe, 0hiu Juw
IIII-MI"I‘ nllhl
LT N P LHA 1. Minustos

Batw ard 1%, Larvetl
Laor A, Mansom

W tmimgion, Tl Louls L. Redding

not be imposed upon.
Lver sincerely,
uhi{_q % (.A -.l(:_td- —
Segretary
Wi 1 CELL
Encl.

ENUOHSED BF THE NATIONAL INFORMATION BURLAL, 215 FOURTH AVLNUE, NEW TORK




CITY-\IDE YOUNG FEOIFLE'S WORUM
1544 Druld NIill Avenue

Baltimore, lid.

A
rl
July 1B, 1939

Lir. Walter dhite -
BN.i.5.CLF.
69 Fifti svenue
Mew York, H.Y.
Ky deor Lr. hite; L,

We nre planning a ¥ 5:” penlig ntight for the
Forua the rirst Fridey uv;:p‘.r ‘iz Iy October wiileh will
nlso be the Rally Night g p i;:.g the li.i....C.k. Drive
in Baltimore. e

Do you tojank yqu cn}l.dlﬁ. sacure lirs, Roosevelt
an our guest speaskép? T & K.a38.C.P. and the Forunm
cou d spousor Lhcnr{eating tngct.lsr. .

1I'lesse at_. us hégr from you.

} JIIL Cordinlly yours,

he City-7ide Young reocple's Forum

lioward L, Cornish, Tres,
Katrine N. Wuite, seoc.

Signed: . Katrine HN.White




Aupust 16, 1939

liiss Katrine N. 'hite, Seorgtary
The Clty-\flde Young I'eoplc
1344 Druld :ill avenue
Boltimore, Ysryland

Lenr Misas White: '_\\x}

I'leus
your letter o
in the Houth.

my delay in nnawering
wiloh come whlle I was

n't know now to cdvise
« Housevelt to spena for
Confidentially, I happen
Roosevelt has gone to the
or tihe Negro tiat there ore a

or £lose rriends, who ere eyunlly zas
ndly t 8, wio feel tuat we should not oall

on lier oo often, ' I s sure you underatend
( whot 1 su, I hrve ssld the same thing recently
\to or T the reglousl conferences of bhranches

Hoaei . C.F.

Hyoar sinocaraly,

baorata:ry
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Official Organ: The Crisis

September
S5th
1939

Iy dear liss Thompson:

Thank you for your letter of August
3lst. You are quite right in saying that no one
could cell this summer an idle one especlally in
the light of what I saw of lirs. Hooczevelt's
hectic 1life at Hyde Park a few weeks ago. And,
the situation in Lurope being the horrible thing
that it is, it looks as though the past sumner is
golng to look "idle" compared with the months
ahead.

I have edvised the Baltimore people of
the unavallabllity of lrs. Roosevelt end I shall
continue to try to save her strength end enercy
8s much as possible so Tar as these engarenents
are concerned.

With cordial perschal greetings, I am

fay,

II' Sl ':h-..-' i rq_.“ 5

Ever since

i..

e

Secretary.

Miss lialvina C. Thompson
Secretary to lirs, Toosevelt

Hyde Park,
New York
[
BY THE Hli}q_?ﬁbmipll.lﬂuﬂ BUNREAL, 215 FOURTH AVERUE, WEW TOHRK

T —



September 15, 19391

.

Dexr Mr. Whiten

Mr.. Boosevelt raks ue to thunk you for
sending her & couy of "The crisis" for fent:mber
wnd for calling to ner attention the toxt of her
speech in Fichuond.

Very sincerely ycurc,

Secretary to
Mrs. Roooevdlt

Mr. Welter Wuite
69 Fifth {'ur/gnul
Hew York

4.Y.
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Official Organ: The Crisis

Septenber
l4th
1939

Iy dear lira. Poosevelt:

I thought you

enclosed copy of the Ori

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE WALTER WhiTE  stcastan

Rar WiLking
ASSISTANT SECRETARY
ERITOR, THE € 1]

CHARLES H. Haugtos
P14 THurSoOD MamsHALL
§ & et BFECIAL COUNBTL

WiLLiaW PICEINS

DIEECTON OF BRANCHES

Darsy E. LANPEIN
FIELD BECAETARY

E. Ferogmic MoRRow
DRANCH COORDVMATON

GEonGL B, WumpHy, Jn,
FUBLICITY AND FACHOTION

-

would like to see the

sis conteining, at

page 265, the text of your speech delivered et

our 30th Annuel fonference in ichmond.

Zver “innniuly,
*31__

L’rs. Eleanor ﬁooaavelt
The Yhite llouse
Washington, 0. C.

¥ s CTF

Sccretury.

ENDORSED BY THE MATIONAL INFORMATION BUREAU, 215 FOUATH AVENUE, NEW YORK
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o Mra . ibaney Urodgmnan, 4005 H. Proul 2.y Fhila,

o, = tullzs gshout an ino

8t hnliulth o colomsd servant - how Yerr Wosbund tes sl nud L i=d Lp o

oo Larel Julre = ot

Qctobor 3, 1939

My dewsr Uy, widtu:

Mg, Rucsovelt esls me to send
you Llw wielosed letiel. If you can do 80,
glis wouid like you Lo find out if thol'e is
uny tirutl in the astory which the woman tells.
Sie wuld upprecicte Wkstever infomation you
may Lo uble to obtaln concersing it.

Very sSincerely yours,

Seoratory to
Mra, Rocoevelt

ur. Walter White
08 Pifth Avenue
Hew York, :g\aw York
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