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IIY dear llr. l'lbitoa 

Ura. RooMvelt and ber .. cr.~tary 
lett. Naabinj:ton )" .. terda,r t or t.be weat cout, 
o.nd baton lea'fine 1 _. aaked t.o aalcnololedp 
tho receipt. ot your latter ot o-bar l, o.nd 
COI'!Yq to fOil lotra. Roon,.l t '• appr.claUco 
ot rour court..q 1n •an41na b ... the leanet 
Jlllbllebacl by tba llational Aaaoc1at1on tor t.be 
Adftnc- nt of Colored People. 

Very alnc ... elJ' youra, 

llr. "l&ltor Abita 

Aclol1niatrat1ve OCC1cer 
Social Corraepondonc• . 

llational AaaociaUon tor t.be 
A~t of Colored People 
69 r1tU> ,.... __ 
llw Jor4<, N- fork. 

' 
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ere. :&l ee nor llooeevelt , 
-.e White !louse, 
\lesh1og1;on, I.I. C . 

l.lY <leer J.:rs . Roosevelt : 

AUIIUJff UCU:U.IT 
uuoa, '"' cauu 

'""'••ooo M .. tMnt. 
.,I<IAI.. ~\.IJIUI.. 

WI U IAII , I (UWt 
Dll.ltiOII 0,. laAWc.MU 

O'in r. l.ul'tl• 
nu.o Ma.n.uy 

&. ,IOUIC MOUOW 
IM•C. COOI:Dta41 .. 

(IOUU, .. M C I C.w• l' ca. Jlllllll' l'o#IIUCllJ u o H0• 0'1tOJI' 

--..:::... ~ ........... JMll. Ja. 

/~~,Sf »oto Oldaao 

December 1, 1941 

Attached is a le.,rht Jus t published 
by \IS in which we ore sure you will ~e i nteres ted • 
It refeleots tho ettiturte not only ot t he Associa ­
tion, but or tho entil·e Negro population ot tbe 
country. He hope that you will give i t your careful 
attention. 

Inol. 
\'r/1 : elj 

LVOr Sinr rely t /" 

\ tl I 

- __.......H-0\.!,kr._ C..: i .. ' 
secretAry. 
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December 22, 1941 

Dear trre. Roosevelt: 

I wanted you to see this copy 

o f l e t ter we h nve wr1 t ten to 

Oeorge c. /.!n r sloal l t oday, 

1'1111 you ba good enou l")l t o .show 

this to the Presirlent and d i scuss 1 t w1 th 

hlm? 

Eve r 

Mrs , Eleanor Roose velt 
'rho Wh1 te House 
Vlaahlngton , n . c. 

WW: RR 

Secretary 
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a.Mre.l a-.. c. 
Ch1or or sw.tt 
war !lopart•Dt 
Wooblag ton, ~. c . 

lllroball 

, 

"• a.ro 0:~~~ • o oua .. otloD, wbloh 
w \Not wiU be ly and tly oonoldor-ed, by 
fOUl' Ot&teeent COD\ conr oronoo ot IIOSJ'O 

ecUtoN l n wbl . oood your poroon&l dteutio-
taotloD with tho •• •do to dote wltb roopoot to 
lntoSS'Atlon or lie into tho Uhltod stu ... t.r.;r. 

~~~~~t to not · on orlglnol ono. It 
lltoro- or o<ll t ori b)' Ill'. Cla\ldo 1. • 

oohk<l IIO&f'O Prole and othoon. It 
war neport:Mat to oreanlao a 

r D opon to aU lrroapeetho or roco, 
, color or national orlgla. 

belhw tblo to be .a ft l')' practical •ua­
Suoll bellor 10 boaod upon corroopendon~ ln 

~~;jJ~oo ood ooakoU whloh •orlouo • m'borl or our 
1 " bad with 1badont bodlol ranglai! troa tbe 
tlftiftPilt? or C&llroroJ.o to C~bello Jal.and 1 ... 

~oil. 1. patl"!~l:r blci> o\8ber o r J'OIIDS llblto 
&80r1- baft -.pre1 i"-lfto •• bellnlD;; tbot 
.. dal H£"1!JltlOD lD tbiO l!WT h undoiiOCI'otlo ODd 

~ .. ua to ov.r notl-1 •ral.e. llben Ro•r Starr, 
• ~g ~ 'llw n.rt.r obo b • .;ra<.iuoto or n1a 
t7Dlwntt:r, wrok the liar Doport:Mnt that no doolro<l 
to oorw ln a reliaDDt with .. J ro ool<llol"ll u artli'M• 

tloa ot hlo oppooltloD to "elal ooaroea t1oa 0 aD4 l 
wile Pll aDd otblr _,,..... p&blle.d OOOOUDU Of 

bla utloa, ~· starr rooe&w4 lottora troa oU porta 
or tho Unl- Stako lnoladtaa U>o Sputh • hlob 
aDIJlaudad blo otaad aa4 pladteA tho •rltaro to toUoor 
bli o....,le. 1JO bolloft tba t 8IIJ othon .. u1c1 

91Dllln'"" to """ 1D DIMh a nalaoat st glftn aa 
oppapWI\1~ b:r thl liar r.partalnt. 

fto orpnlaatlOA ot ouoh a reglaoDt wo\114 



Qanarel George o. llarahall - 8 

I 
aerve u a treundo'\111 urt to the 1110rale or the Negro which at 
present ia at a dangerous11 low ebb. We are convinced that it 
,.bp would have tremendous P•1c~log1cal erreot upon white Americana 
and it would ntve the lie to the attaoka aada by Na&i Oenaa"7 and 
other Axia power• to the ef!ect that the United States talke about 
d81110cracT but practices racial dieerilllination a~d segregation. 

We pladse you the tull reaoureea or this Association 
in any raahion deeired by the War Department t o aasist in the re­
cruitment or roung men or both racea t o the end that the calibre 
or aueh a regilllllnt _,. be of the veey highest. 

Rupecttully 
(SigneJ) WALTER WHITE 

/ Secretary 

M"RR 



To ..... It 11&7 ecno..... 

IIIII'. Walter llbi\e \ellt • tba\ bit 
-eD\ lllaaioa "' calitomia i a \ o ••• 
pl'llll.....,.• and oU.ON, in \be e t tor\ \o """ 
bi"'sdvd U.e role• i n Wlicih ,..IP"'O• are 
p,...n t.acl in 1M ..,'11"1 pio"'"'•· 

1 oa in\erut.acl in tll1a probt.a 
.. 4 b opa \bat. 11r. \11>1 \e wUl -t. • Uh ·-· 

1 l.lr . ~I• Uor ll'hi t.. ( 
;loosevelt l!otel 
Holl ywood, Col i C, 

.. 

!Uo 

0 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE~~-­
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPL 

8 8 Fli'TH AVI:NUI!, NEW YORK \ift' 
1"G...:rMOH&J AlAOHOuiM • ·U 8 1 ~tl ~ 

O.fidol O.,on: n. Crisis ~.:; 

e/ 
~· I! February(~ 'j 

9th n. \3 ( / '<o • 
1942~ ·~· 
\~ 

l.!,y dear Ura . n'oosevelt : 

UlQJTIW orrJCUS 

Wt.U U -~ IIU11Uf 
..., Wtul lllt 

utllfut llc.l4.1T 
UffO&. flll c.fi'K 

, ....... ..........L.. ........_ __ 
Wlw•• Ptca.• ... LU."" 

II~W a&AAICIIh 

O.ttr L &..ulN a• 
nu••~,.., 

~t .. ·~ ... 
utl lf .. T tll.ut K GK t U tU 

I. ........ , ~~~oa ... 
• UIKIIII cooaDIIIII.UO« 

( MAIILOfTC a. CIIVIIII' 
rl.lti.ICITY U O ,....oTI OII 

lhGIMIIII I, JOnt, J1, 
'OVfM OIII CTOit 

I oa leaving to1:10rrow tor California r1bere I 
ao to speak et Convocation ot the University ot 
California, Berkeley, on February 12th ond at the 
University ot C&litorniu Loa ADgeles on Febr uary 
17th. \/bile in Loo ..lngeles I plan to spend oon­
s i deroble time in Hollywood where I vant l(p Ulk 
with 2.;-Q.~J~OI}rS-!!!d others 1 n e&-n.el'to-to aol< thee 
to br oaden t lie roles in which . li.esroes aro presented 
in t'ha·moVl]:$-'Jl.lctUrll~-continuins to ooni'ine them 
to ,'comio or 1aoni81 roles has tended not only to tix 
bu,t to extend the stereotype in the minds not only 
ot the people in tho llni tell States but olaewhere. 
This hao done oonni deroblo deuege. 
I 

~ JJr. Uendell \/1 llk1e has expressed biB interest 
in this problon which has been botherins me tor many 
yeor e end he bnd I together ere to talk with somo ot 
the lending producers and others regarding the treat~ 
cent ot Negroes in the cineoa. I hod hoped to be able 
to talk with you betore going to Hollywood because I 
1~uld like vory uuch , it it i s possible t9 iet it , t o 
have a letter from you and one trom the Pros dent ex­
pressr~· your~·rnt tn the Iopoi'tiinoeot'"<!lrangrns 
or tli:o.JLt.i~ll'otype and-brnndeni~ or 1 t. •(iUi te -t'rankl.y, 
what I want to do is to show i to some ot the leading 
produoers nnd others because I know it will vary great­
ly tcoilitate my setting resul ts . Won ' t you send me 
these letters ot tho Roosevelt Hotel , ilollywood, Cali­
fornia, where I will be trom February 17th to the 26th? 
I will bo doeply gratetul. 

Ura . ~eanor Roosevelt 
The lobi te Houee 
lloahiagton, D. C. 

Ever ~ely, 

b £l?' 
Secretary. 

33rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 1.4·19, 1942 
\7\f:CTJ' 
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Afl'll 11, l MI 

Dear 11r. nu .• , 

!llaU )'•• l a llr•• looeewl ' '• 

••-· tor ,...r lliltda•o Ia • 11111& "' •r 

·~-"- ta. oUtonal ,_ •• •• York n-o. 
It oUl w al- w ... , u- hor r- to 

llublaa-· 

llr. Wal,_. ~·•• 

...... J. lf. lela. 

... -'7"' 
Ire ........ 1, 

. .. ......,, latl~ ... _latl• tar 
.._ __ or Gal.,... ,..,h, 

.. Plftlo ·-· ·- , ...... '· 

pll' 



NATtOMAl OfTIC&I:S _ ... ., 
A•n 1111 L ltll .. ll 

C.MAI IIII AI IW 11tl MAII.O 
O• . LOUII T . Wll ltllf 

.Cflllt C.ll lo i i)IAJI Of , .. , ... 1.11.11 
Mo-. OluLU C. TOIU.f 

0\Jolloll'\o Chv 

, ..... ~·"·H.. "· ... ._ ..... , ... ...., .... , .. 
..._.~ 

M.~k , ........ '­
We,~ollkeiM 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

O.fi<W OrJan: The Crills 

April 9, 1942 

orcunn Of'PlCUS 

WAUU W.I U UC:Mld'J' 

ItO• ',w1
U l.:':lltA•f dC.UUIIf 

IOifo•, fMl Ultlt 

TMUIIMOO MUtM.Ul 
loN.C&AL C.MMtll 

.. 'tW A I P IUilQ , ......... , 1 
tiUCfM w ..,._.C:MU 

IWn L u . ,._,. 
rtll\0 ..._U«JU'r 

["~ J . .... ~ RA•oa..\t'tc fr~;••• 
AUitfUf UII.O SC.C~Iolllt 

OU..'-tn• L C""•' 
l'\lllltc.ln uo ,...ot.o. 

IIU.ot ... I. J ... ll. J-. 
~·OIIC(lOI 

... 

" v \ 
!Jy dear tlrs . noosevelt: U J .. < 

You have probably seen the ( \ 

enclosed editorial from todny •s 

New York Times; but I thourht you 

and the Pres ident would be interested 

in see i n£ i t . 

F.ver ;:w<JG= 
seere t ary fP 

urs. Eleanor llooaevelt 
The Whi te House 
1'/ashin~on , D. c. 

33rd ANNUAL CONfERF.NCf, LOS .I>NGrtrs, C'AIIF, Jul1 lA 1?, 1?·12 
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~======T~H~E~N~E~W~~Y~O~R~K~T~lM~.E~S~,=T~H~UR~S~D~A~Y~,~A~P~R~~~9~,=1~9~~a~====~~ 
C&Ad lll(e roc:k lA Ule p,.._c• ot the 

a.nr.ed M.tmy, Wa a..S d...WU.. Ulce 

UOil !Uwa wtu:.. 4Wft WGfd.a. .,.k«A 

• Ill• aurky a~tn Gt datuUam, 

..lnpronu•• anct lnt.rlf\la, wU1 clear Ule 

eu.Jca &n th1a war IJ:\d the d&tlf•f• that 
COI'IItOflt Ul.l COUII..tl7• the ''prt¥&Uon" 

to...,.... Ia ouJt£tt,. U'.e old ndM ciQ,. In• 

at.t&d ot bu)'btJ a aew on-. Lt aM aotb 

to btar. It le a hl.I'CSahl~that bu ttl 
vtrtu.tl , for we bava come to take theM 
bowd.old m.ln.du too mucb tor 
l"dtM. n. HoM W\t.b Whk:A a llroke.a. 

a-pplt&Dce could tM ~ by """"" 

a new ona dSteOiiltl.fed thrift &lid u· 
C'OUtlltd CIJ'eiiMftU&. The hOu.tawUa 

wbo reacU \.b.t lt.t or arue.t .. which 

wiU ao ion&:ar _,. •&de lbMI.Icl t\lm 

wtu. aew aolldtudol ~ lM .Cd ta· 
mUiat' • • cuum dtAr.er &Ad lear!\, Uke 

Sh1Lktl p4&f'tl'a la~y O( tM aGAllttl, \0 

tove that well wbtel'l •~'~• mu,~ ltaVt t n 

'oar. 

In The Nation 

I a,tr hkl & 1t.rvk1 Of t.h\i.ftdtr. When ){. 

j lbw:ll wu Prim• Wlf'lllltt.r ot t.ba J'tanc.b 

I• 
a.pub!k: h4l may han ...S. .note at 
~enL Wha:t ....,. ra pcbUe lila 

I lllun't done U'laU At Nom ba .poke 

tor the elur·e.yed, htrotc France that 
rn.ry f tf:l n'I&A J)l:l tartb IOVU and ,.. 

..,cu: U.a Fn.nu Ut&t &IHpi a t 

'llcby, the rranc:e lhaL bt&q balllo,.. 

\oil, IJ lllu &p.IA. 

Tl!l: NtollO A1m TilE l!AVT 

atc.nt..ry ~<nox·a &AAOUDCc.mut that 

1'ftJTOf".a aft lltncdorth to M tnlttttct 
Ia n.&\'aJ anct marin' combat unltt, tnd 

LU.t they may expcet to bt proi'I\Ot.ct 

• MCOnttnr to a:.c.rit to ~nfd 
J ranks q ;ood as tu u It ~ The 
1 ltillhap~y un<lerto.ee In Ull.ll new oooUcy 

Ia Its admlu!on that the Navy bu 

d kntofort made ra.da! dJIUnctiona, / or 

•• Which :o wa.rranl c.an bt found In the 

Con.tituUol\. the atatut .. Or" tbe ck..._ 

r cnUc ttUIUona ot the U111ttd Statu, 

We aU kf\.OW the pracllc&l rea.aoa J1vtn 

toe the pttVIO\I.t, a.nd to tome , Xltnl 

.wt ul.aUnr. d1Krlrn&na.Uon. 11:1111 lJ 

tkt U/e Oft lhipbo&f'4 Ia IDUmatl Uld 

U.. t !'rictton Mtwun w211Ue ..Uon a.nd 

H•rro sauora micht l'l~o~rt dbdphot. It 

ruy be a ioocs reuon ud It may noL. 
Wt believe tht.re art A\l.ftl.,.ou. Amtrt• 

tu .Ha.IIUf\ ot wlr.Ue and ot Ntfl'O 

l:llood,. ..,.... loyal~)' &114 patrtotlml 

would ria. above p rej\ldlet. 

'f\ere hu aevtr betn ln rtttnt )'tara 

14)' ~ N.uon w by aomt ~o~nltl ot tht 

nttt ahout4 not \It OLaMfld l.flld 01· 
lktr't.d by colond uUon. 'l'ht , tp 
hu a:~me far- tnc;~urh to turnlah all th.t 

l.riJttlnr- and u~rtenc-a nec.....,ry, He 

l'lu alway• had the tlrl'lunr qu&Jitlu. 

A f\tCIUve Nt.tro aJa"- ltd Ule t U&Clc 

oa Bntlah totdlut U..t ruult.d to lh• 

... ton li&Na(re. Ntrrot& fOI.I(.bl With 

di.Un<:Uoa In lht R.vol~o~Uona.ry Wtr, 

lM Wa.r ot 1a12, the CIVIl Wt.r, tl'lt 

IJ&nl.ah War UMt tht 11nt WOl'M. War, 
It U.ll Aa tkft b ta.JthN 10 itt de.JDO­

c.n.uc prtiiCiptu . '-"•1 WIIJ hue the opo. 
portunlty to tl;ht 1.n thle ..,.,., by ... et 

by lu.d, t nd to _,. r~t.nkt4 ac-cordlnr 1.0 

U.W worth u ltlcli'ttdwat.. 

... ...,,T 

Topics of The Times 
• 

Lo.r4 HaiUU .-.'t'ltwc4 

Fe.-lu the b!Mry ot BtiUib nale 
Civil ln b\dla ln bls TOWA Hall 

S•ro;ent a~tch nl;l\l bdOt't latt, He 
J&kl two t e.ctora havt lm· 

a::.e&ailn•1 ttJ"UIUif.fted the aco.N or 
~lly amonr Ill• p.oplu ot Hbchutan, 

and alot~.r wUI'IIt lbe Brillah lnttutMe. 

'Thu.a are Ea1.U11\ law and Entllth ed­
uc.atlon. " lA ptnOnal matte,.. JHndv. 

and llii:Oilt• lawa nmtJn u!ldiaturiHd: 

but Ust climll'lal &1M COfttnc:l law 0! 

lndl.a. 1a En.JII.Sh." 

Lord HaUtax did not f ind it necu­
.a.ary to namt nemu. Otherwltt bt 

mJ.tht han mtntklftt.d that the aWUIOf' 

ot lndta•a ptlflal code wa.a • w•JI· knowa 

EnJI"-h Ubtrat writ., and poliUdu 

na.l'l\ed 'Ttlom.u Babtarton ~fac.a~o~Jay. 

H t tn1vtd Ill Ct.lc\llU In lilt Wltb b.l.l 

liltu HtMU to lake vp b!.s poat ... ll 

lMOlbrtr ot tte Cound.l roc India. Ot.e 

ot the tw.bJtc.t. t4 wtllc.h be almoel lert• 

m.edltltly tu.rnld hla bou.ndltu '"''IY 

wu n torm In the aclm1nlatn.tlon o/ 

)1.11\J.ce. ln Lhrtt )'UN Jo.e pf'Odlolced. 

prutkeUy a&tlrJ:•I'w'tdtd. a JMAIJ c.de 
tor lncha. 

S..ley ... 
Ne.wrW~M 

Maaa~o~lay went to ln· 
dla,. -.&JNt U.a adlllet QC 

ru.q ot hla '"'ncb. to 
ntdtw blo pc:no.n.al rw­
hiMa, Tl'lty had blt-n 

Jhatlertd by th• tlenkNpl¢)' o t Me 

t athtr't ~~o~a.lnta firm, K.a.ceul&)' Ill• 

pl&Sftlel ~ hta •1ar H-aa~ la a 

(J.li!IOUa ktter. tut lbe .. l&tr ot U.e 

pott "'" 10,001) pcKinda t ttt11nr, tnd 
n,,, ....... could 11\'t In tplcndor &111• 

The Two Dra•tic WPB Orden 
Which Tmpend 

a, AllTBtJa X:ROCK 
WASHINGTON, April 1--W.en lht 

WP8 ordet1 11Dl1Unf c&t•trueUon and 

the l.llt o! Jron an4 •t.ttl In dursblt 

OOf\.tUmtn tood.. \N:,.tn to t..kt d!ect 

they -.u hurt. u4 lil:m hanS. They 

w UJ atrlt. a t U:.e 11,-.l&boocl 01 tndu· 

men In tvcry cJty llTt•t a.n4 at every 

crou.roada. and they will tn Ume 

harthen ud rnake acarc. the hOI.IN• 

lloW e>q~~ip:ntnt 01 tvtt'l' dUua. They 

waa proOably c.a.. a ee.rt&la am.OWtt 

of new uneMployment and dctt the 

doott ot 1bopa 11\d Cactone.t-at leaat 
tor a Um.t. 

OaJrman Httlon attd t.ht WP& 

trwn """"kh 014 Clf'd.e.n tu~;~.., haV"e ac-. 
c:tpttd u their rupoMibdlty Ole c.a.s.k 

ot dh•trllnz the \\'1\ola dblouttd ct:o• 

notnlc rh 'IUan I INtlu.re to war work 

wU.b u UtUc to.. or t.a.mlna and oecu­

I*Uon u b PQAj.,_._ Bla the pC'Oa­
pect it that, no matter bow 1\ICICU.Jtul· 

ly tht)' ca.n adtltvt thla, a acetal pi'Ob· 

!em wUI come In Ulo wake ot the on:lt.rl 

whlt!l ot!:ltr Ptclt.ral aaenclu. m.wt 
handte. 

01 aU th8 attP' ta.bn by U.t CO't'lt-nt• 

m•nt tbw far I& itA tardy &4Vt .nce lO 

the e-conomy oC total war tllle-next lO 
Lht COfiK:rip!lon Of ll!.anpov.•er (Or len'• 

k e to bllt~ Cht most clruUC. The 

two or4tn ~"" b«n u:11dtr et\Hiy to.r 
month•. 10 teor. ln tact. tbat WPB h*' 

bo•n Ctititi.Z:td {r<IM Wl\hln tnd WIUIO\It 

for th U.m.e coniWG.'IId btfote tht onler1 

we,. a1p.cved. Aa et.r'f)" at ... , l)e. 

«rnNr, tt:c: dran ot oee ot O.taa wu 
prapand, and aa t'atly u l.ut JaJU.I&.q' 

tht dr•lt o! uct.her waa rudy, But 

UtOte lA WPB faml.ll.a.r W'Jth t.ha.rtc.ord 

make out u e.ac:•Jient cut tor U:e 
delay. 

Once Burned. 'fwlc.e Shy 

Tht uperlence ot WPB With Ill It&t 

tar ev.uplnc topper COMUV&tLoa orcs.t 

t..~o~pt otnaala a ~ wblel\ w u apo 

pUN lft thh ._.... ftoucJt UlJ th'Wu 

v" oc eopptr U much 1 ... baelcl thu 
the \l" or Iron tnd •tul &lid Ult othn 

mat.,ta.lt ot tofl•truc.Uon, It required 

"'"""' w«kJ t ftf'r ca. Ofder wa.1 '*· 
JU!e'd to adjl&lst UM lUIU"J"a ae41 rtiC.rie­

Uon.s ot coppc.r. WPB had I IVtA on.IJ 

tlve or alx week• to cl'lec.klnr Ult t ltue-



April 18, 11M2 

I a poke to the Prendent •bo" t 
70Ul' letter ot April z•tlb and he aea that 
7"" ••• llr, Yelle• 1n the ~ Departaent. 

i2' 
I haft told liz'. ifellio \hat 7011 

wi.ab to ••• hia. 

t:r • l <~1 tfo r /!hi t.e 
6:) !'i tth /,venue, IIYC 

/00 

0 
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PERSONAL AND 
CONFIDENTIAL 

1942 ~j ~ . :-. ' \:) . ',' \~\ 
/'\~ . \,\ ~· ,/ J . 

\ '·'· {·l -//( \·,· p .• 
My deer Urs. noosevel t: \ . \.} 

I heve,un3uooeeefully, been trying to re oh · 
Oenerel Watson on the telephone today nnd thus r - , 
grettully have to impose on you again. \'/hen I ti ·st 
celled this morning I was told that he could not 
talk at that time, and repeated calls since then 
have else been unavailing in reaching him. 

I had e long talk w1 th Lord Halifax this morn­
ing and a nntter dealing with India which we dis­
cussed and which I wish to discuss with the President 
at the earliest possible time was the reason for my 
cell to General \'Ietson. 

The matter is not only very immediate but it 
is ot such delicate nature thnt I do not think it 
wise for me to put it in writing. 

would you, therefore, be sood enough to take 
this up with the President and ~sk him to let me see 
him at the earliest possible time? 

VIi th cordial personal regards, I am 

·' 

l.'ver 9~ 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The \'/hi te !:louse 
Washington, D. c . 

Secretary . 

33rd ANNUAl CONFERENCE, lOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 14-19, 1942 
1'/W:CTJ' 
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Al'nt¥• .. ,. ...... _. 

CMAII IfAI W 1ltC ..._.. 
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"''U':.~~~~..:, 1. 't":.::••o 

ou.11 ... C!Jr 
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~---~ 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

89 FIPTH AYIINUI!, NIIW YORK 

Tal.DMOH8t A\AoNOUIM 4 •a8Bt 

OldoJ O.p: Th• CrUll 

~ 
lJuy 1 2th 

194?. 

Uy dear !<irs. l!oosevol t : 

WauuW•m 
_, WlU i illl.t 

""'-'u•l' • c•nu• 
ll110 .. 1111 CIIIJ I 

TlfUiflOO ~AtllfAU 
trcC.IA.l COIIIfl&l. 

llfl t.LI&I PICiltillll (I• Uhl l 
OIU Cna Of' aM.IICMU 

~·"" w .... u c:r.o • canu ' 
[l.UJ . ...... 

i..!u~'L' r:::oe 
AIIIIUU riii.O UCI.n-U I U 

C:~Ut.Onl I, C11u•, 
PV"ICin A•O PttO•OliOII 

MAOltO-II L .IOWU. Jl. 
YOVflil OIIU.ClOI 

Under seporate cover I """/ send ina you 

o copy ot tho Yortune crt1cle , ··a~la~ions ~:1 t.h 

Britoin". Uy couuent on t boir roilure to oon-

eider tloo pro1>iet1 ot color will bo round on 

page 27 . 

Rv er 

Urs . illeanor Hooeevelt 
'i'ho \ihi to House 
llesblngton , D. c , 

1/\I: CTY 

s~ 
Secre'&e.ry . , 

33od ANNUAl CONFeRFNCE, lOS ANCFL r.s, CAL IF., July 1 4 ·19, 1941 
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IUCUTCYI OfTJCUI 

WA.LTU WIUtl a&UITUY 

ltOY WIUUII 
.UIII'tAin ai:UHd'l' 

I.DitOII, t • l Clllll 

TMI,IIOOOO lhHMA.U. 
INCIAI, COII.a&l. 

WllUJ.JI f'ICXUt 10• t..en11 
OIUCTOII OP .... lfCIIb 

DAllY E. l.n~~ IICUT1n 
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r UILICIIT AlfO ,.OJIOTIOJI 

NAOU.Oif S. J owu, Ja, 
't'OUlN OIUCTOI 

May 13, 1942 

I 

Wy dear ~~a . Roosevelt: 

I went you to aee the enclosed 

copy of letter 1 have today written to 

Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson. 

Eve\_ sinc~re:J,y, .._\. 

~t~J~ 

Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White House 
New York City 

Secretary 

33rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 14-19, 1942 ~ 



Hon. Henry L. St1~~~&on 
Secretary or War 
War Department 
Waohtngton, D. C. 

){y deer Mr . Secretary 1 

The Board ot D:,1~r~e~o~t;o~\._ t th1e Association 
h111 1netructed aoe t oe beto you a e1tuat1on ot 
potent 1&1 danger h est interest or the nation 
and to otter at e t1aoe a suggestion vb1 oh the 
Board hopes vil ~truotive 1n meeting th1e 
danger both outsi t and in the Un1 ted States. 

to ese dispatches and to 
reports eived from persons who have recently 
been in ther parts ot the Far East, a 
maJority t a large number or the A mer- loan 
sol s been sent to theee countries are 
t xas, nsaa, Louisiana, M1ea1ss1ppi and other 

tateo. We underetand that t hey have been 
the theory that having been accl1mat1~ed 

m weather ln t he South, they can beet endure 
·~~~~~·• ot warm countries like India. 

It 1a exceedir.gly untortuna te that in theee 
southern etatee oond1t1ono have caused ~Y ot these 
soldiers to believe that they can treat colored 
peroons in a manner- which they wruld not use towards 
white persona. The exploa1ve poeaib1litiea ot 
American ><bite soldier a from tbe South treat ing 
Indiana, Filipino&, Chinese or other colored peopleo 
as these white American soldiers have been aocuetomod 
to treat Negroee in eouther-n atatea can be easily 
imagined. We understand that there have been already 
two or three incident& in India wh ioh have not added 
to friendship between the PeOple ot India and 
Acerican troope. 

Ve have alec been informed that ep1aodea 

I 
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Han. Henry L. Stimson - 2 

. like the rollowing 1have occurred because of the racial pre judices 
of some ot the American white ~roope, Recently we have tell<~d 
with American Negroes who are employed in the United States Army 
Transport Service. These men Who hav e risked as great dangers 
as the American soldiers being transported to Australia, New 
lCa ledonia, India and other parte ot the i'e.r East were approached 
in Melbourne by an Australian who told them that they were not at 
all >that Australians had been told to expect, so fat• as Ame rican 
Negroes are concerned. When asked who had told Australians what 
to expect, be replied that Alllet•ican white soldiers and officers 
had told him and <>ther Australians that all Amerie'an Negroes are 
"savages, cannibals, diseased, ragaed, and they will rape your 
women" , Other Australians made the same s tatemen ta to these 
American Negroes. 

This repetition of the vicious propagand~ against 
Negroes in France during the last war is d1 eartening, The 
Board of Directors at the N,I.,J •. C,P. feels rongly that positive 
steps should be taken by the War Department d by the United 
States government generally to cheek thie erru a and vie icus 
propaganda immediately. The Board ot e does not for a 
mo~ent mean to imply that all southern die re are guilty 
or such practices or iobued with rejudic • Nor does it 
mean to imply the t all northern ldiers are free from such 
prejudices, It does maintain, that affirmative, oon-
struotive steps should be taken ately to educate all 
American soldiers, southern and ern, Negro and white, o n the 
domestic and world taotora colo this war to the end that 
there may be mutual unde an aspect ror all fighters 
for democracy and again rianism, irrespective ot skin 
color. 

It ~· u u\~ ~~the very opposite ot this baa 
taken place to ~~~~mps where otficere or the United 
States Army hav tor e mple, instructed white soldiers not to 
•shake hands w nigge • nor to have any relatione ' with them. 
Such vicious pr gand an result only in increased bigotry 
on the part ot diers so inoculated with pre Judices and 
in increased reeen t on the part of American Negro soldiers 
an4 all other soldiers who are not white . l.n inevi table result 
will be the kind or clashes which h.olve oau~ed so n:uch difficulty 
during recent months. 

The Board or Directors Wishes, however, to point out 
that it is not enough merely to deplore or to critici~e theee 
emditiona, It therefore submits to the War Department, the 
Navy Depsrtment, and to the Commander-in-Chief the specific 
proposal that the War ani Navy Departments include illlllediately 
in their regular courses ot instructions leotur-.s on the 
neoeaaity or respecting all eoldiere or the United Nations 
irrespective or color, that respect to he based upon a knowledge 
or the oontributione, baokgrcunde and cultures of these colored 
peoples , 

The Board of Directors or t he NAACP offers tho 
further auggeation that a suitable -committee be appointed by 
the President or by the War and Navy Departaett; a to prepare the 
aaterial ror such lectures. The Board ot Directors takes the 



Hon , Hel'lr)' L, Bti.uon - 3 

l1bert;r o t euggeat ing tor that oor.uaittee Mr. Mark Ethridge, Editor 
o .. the I..ou11v1lle Oourier...Journat; Dr. Frank P, Grl\ham, President 
Of tht Unher81t;r or North Carol a; Judge W1ll1alll H, Haet1e, 
01vU1an Aide to the Beoretar:r ot War; Mr. Kerber\ Agar, Preeldent 
ot Freedom Houee, llev York Clt;r; Mr . Charles K. K01 aton, Attorne:r 
at L&v, Waab1ngton, D.C., and an ott1oer in the t1ret World War; 
and euoh other persona ot similar character and 1ntormat1on on the 

eubjeot. 1 

An:r tac1l1t1u of thie &esoc1at1on which the President 
or the War or Navy Departments ma;r v1ab to ut111ze are, ot course, 
completel;r at ;your d1apoaal . 

WW/GS. 

Respeottu ll;r youre, 

(Signed) WALT 

• 

• 
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n011. ' JW&J.Ill D. Jll)o· 
l'rea14-t ot the UA1t.e4 .. 
'.!'lie \lh1 t.e IJuuM 
w~, D. c. 

,. 

IIAI.'.I'IDt \IIU'ru, !.laoratiU")'. 

DeAt 4ata1la ot aal wltb roapaot to ln41a, 

.elo)l D:l oaavanat1on wUb l.orcl JU&l.Hu 

Oil "P pr-t.lna ~ • ..-ora.adua u u•ousJl 

tJaa o ,,.l.laa. 

I t would be bo~ ~rf'lWJUa a4 ~-\ 

~ ~n to rou OJ> Ulo ;lt.at.a U,anact tha 

aa at \!» altuatl~ ot tha Uni te4 lfatlCIIIa 

-..::::::::~~~[14 llldla be t.aku bT the JQPGDaM (liOYur~~~&ant. '.!'lie 

tall. ot liiiiiFOA IIJij! l.Nhlo &Del t.IMt .,_,IIMAt 111uatt1na 

ott ot the aa.nta zoa4 ba.va l1&llle t.lw tr11DIIportat1CIII ot 

»Ned wu -korialf ~ tlw t'oroaa ot t.'bJ.aa& )[a1.ebek 

&D4 tJaa Ohla- flOYOl"DIIant alnoat. ~CMialbla. CaptiU'a 

o.t 1A41o d4 ~.. co 1rolJJia ot' Clll.na wbloh that llllhappJ 

o~a wolll.cl oreat.e llll'll.4 aalr.a t.lw rar Janera 

) 



#I - Praa14ent llooMYel.t l.!ay <l, 111.:1 

e1t.uat101l 110 t.arrl~la DOW and 1A the 111ara to ooaa 1-lw.t wo ooul<l uOilt .... -

plat.a auob a .S.t.uat1011 ollly w11oh trll8eclf GD4 horror . :.ooordJ.na to ane ot 
I 

the groat.aat allthor1Uaa on tho far ll:,at. , t.h1a would noan loau or tho •a:r 

bJ Ula Uni\ed llat.1011a. 

It 1a eoDOeiYabla that H Wl1 be too late to do &Ul7t.b.1D41 about 

the lzl41o.n situation. Dut we ahoul.d not tail to t ~ posdble atep 

'lltliOh llight do IP)o4, lt. would awaar to De that 1101 ova ovoryth1~ to 

s.S.n aod no\h1116 to loaa. 

Tha Uaa wh1ab had ooourrad to ae and wh1oh aouaaecl wit£ 
Lord llalltu was ~he aaodina by youraal t.ha teataat !lOde ot 

travel at the aarliaot uaa1on of thro& (a) .o\mariollJl 

oit.i~ena <liatinsuiehad enoUgh to d people or Inclia tha 

serlouanaaa with which ~tutaa oonaiclara thia 

a1tuot1on. 0.1111 whoao 'choioa &J>paared to Col8at 

Lord Ball tax• a approval a 

Yrankturt.er, and a 41at1 

ably 14ont! the h1a 

dell L. \r1llk1a, .u·. Juatloa .i'ullx 

loan !lagro whoao ooa»lexlon Wlldattilc­

.~~~n"ed aan. 

)~<mt'lla nt t.bia o-.iNion woulcl bu obviously t.bat .or 

tryillg to 

bat-an IA41a 

Oraat Dri ta1A. 

a with raspaot to t.ba war and tba r8lat.1011a 

taln wbioh would ba aocaptabla to lndia und 

Tau will dollbUaaa u1t wh7 an Marleen Magro is inoluda<l. I 

.. intoraad b)' t.boao wbo know ln41a wall and al110 by tboaa who han Yar)' 

raoeat.l7 baan 1A ln41a that t.ba t.raataant of Haaroua 1n t.ha Uni t.ad s tatu 

1a 1111.011& t.be uoat. trO<luantl)' publlobe<l nnd aaat1o.na4 t.oplo 1 of d1aouaa1on 

ln India reaard1116 tala Un1 \84 :i\etea. llhlle tho people ot India do not 



l.!a)' 4, 104.11 

~llllt or theGMl.Yoa aa llogrooo, they nru keenly owaru nr th" 1n"''ual1 ty 

ot raooa baHd Oil llldll oQl.or rroa wllloh they '-<lo ho'la eurtero4. ,\11 you, 

or oourH, kAow, tbo J~uoH oro l.o4uotr1ouoly loroacloutlng \a tbo people 

or l odla m ob op1oo4oa u tho reoont lJ'DOblD& .. t .;tk,.own, O.U. ououri; tho 

r1otlD& i ll o-ot1on with UoJoumar ~"rUth houlllnc: projoot ill llatro1t; 

tho ott.aoka Oil Nocro eoldloro; ud o\hor auoh ooourron011o ua bulng 

oho.ru.otar1ot1o or wllat tbo oal.oracl peoploa or tho 'i huat .-.uy upo~ln 

" tho nent or u United Katlona• vlotory. Thla 1a utt rly rantoatlo, aa 

JOU Wld I know. a&t it do .. not. l.oa .. n Ulo H;JJ:a:t:;:=;~.._boo bo101:1 aaeu in 

BunLa, IA41a and other parte or tho ~·tal' hot.. 

.o.&.~~~r1om on tho oca.laaion would ba 

oxplanaUoo \a tho oal.crod peoplaa o 

.U.at1ngu1alluhlo )lagro 

Ulan 11D7 worda ot 

nnd o t tho ooorld, t hat 

1111111 :!'ttlltot1on 0 r Ulo uttit.uda d1aor1a1nat1oa baNd on 

or tho Unltod Uatlona. 

LoN n auru 

would be pleaood \a 

I• 

by youraelr an4 would 

..rrungaO»nt.a tor suoh " oaiiUl.ualon, n. 
tho o011<1.1aaion \a tour (4 ) or tin (II) paraona 

dlatlll&\l1AM4 o~outor or ttcluoatora. 

:t:roa Ia41a an4 chi.a&, tbat 01» or the ra-..ono rrr Ula tailuro or .:>l r 

Dta:ttord. Crippo' a a1 .. 1oa ia Ulat Ula people or Ia41o react Ula appar.nt. 

ca18010D or thoa pnHIIt Ul4 t:lltun atatua ot lll41a CID4 or Ula f ar ~ 1A 

t.h• 4ra:t't.1DC bJ JCNriMlr an4 .l.lr. ltl uat.on t:hurohill o:t U 1a At.lantlo t.:hartar. 

Your aeDIIina or tho oaR! .. ion to ln41a atctat. oonoai'lohlJ laa4 to tho 

dra:t't.i- or a Paaith Charter wlliob wUl aawra \a oll tho poopl.• ot 
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#4 - Pr .. 14ut. llooHYelt. 

t.lw" worl4 tbat. t.he era or wblta dor.dnuUon or oaloro<l people• 1.a ended 

un4 t.ltat the people• or U.uae 
1
oaun\l'1ua oow 'be a811ured that t.heJ·o will be 

no poet-war eoonacio or other penotrutlon. llold wid torthr lght uot.1on by 

I 
youraelr at U.ia oritioal atege ot the biat.ory ot t.he world uuy uoooa1v-

abl7 turn t.he tide. It 1a for t.hh J>Un>GH th11t l p,rooww to aake till a 

propoaal t.o you. 

An eYeD boldiar propoaal I eullait to.r your 
0 • 

na1derllt1on >OOuld 

' be tor JOU to Mrrange a8 4r&Qat1o und tar-ruaob1ng 8 ontorunoa ua waa 

youra in t.ha i.tl antio with lolr. i.<huroblll , t.ho l'uoitio 

at which the oontereea would be yourHlt, Yr •• .zad 1111 .l'raa14ent or the 

All-India llat.i.,.,.Uiat Con&reaa, lolr. 

ltai-ahU:. Par~ you would da1111 1 

• Gtllldh1, wd General Chiang 

1n'fito &lao ur . RaJegopala-

ob..rl.ar. 

;?===:::,.aleotrlty Ul10 billion people ot ~~~ 

throUgh t.ba or•at1on ot a tar whioh, aooordlns t.o !! f!!!!6 E!!!.. 
and t.ho p:n~aau t. aituo.tlon .Were 

ins the poat-w 

!.!2• in ape*.l 

a oolouiul or quaai-oolouial at.atua. 

ia o.pplioablo to lndap~dant nationa 

.oUJ.a p~ra. It baa ma4a no proY1a1ona oonoern­

or auoh countries ae India an4 B.lrua." !! ~ 

peoplea ot tbe /ar Kaat, deolaraa that a P11oltlo 

Charter llhould ·aia at tba 11 baratlon o t !:ore a, tho Liuobu bland and 

1ol"'llo .. troa JapanaM dauilkl.t.lon and tha treadom t%'011 allied control or 

Illdia, the Dutch ....._t. lndiea, 1\al.oya un4 Ch1oo. cuoh a Pao1t1o Churtar 

oould parhapa aoh1"e a lli:raole in ot1tten1116 doterlllinution llllong the 

peopl.,. or tbe r..r J!aat aaairult Japan alld <lel'nW\Y through oonv1no1ns th• 

that. t.h.,., to quote ~ !:!m& !12 asaln, "are not. bal.ptne one iaperi&l.1• 
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Uq ., liiG 

~t either ot the 11bove oouraea ot uotlon alLould be preoeded b7 

a -•PlAa deol.areUOII, perhupa 1n t.he tom o t a tlreaide chlot , \.o be 

triOIUl.atad into apaoltlo aotioll 66&1A~ diaorilduationa rroa uhioh oolor.d 

paoplea DOW auttar v1th1D thot UAi~ Statea. 'lhla CJ>uld be tr.a,.acl tr08l 
I 

the worl4 d ~1 •• \ba Det101l41 poillt ot vi- OD e 1Jiport81loe ot the 

problaw ot color. llot oll17 would th1a hno ita atte t llpoD the ooloN4 

people a ot the wClii"U, lObo conaUtute tour-t1ttha ot • world • a popula-

tion, thro\&4b ita d.oonatretloo that. ~ and 

1eUow paoplaa be t.reatacl aa 1nrer1or or olQ)lol tad by wh1 ta people, but 

it would alao ha't'e protoWlclly .. lut 

docwaU o a1tllat.101l with raapeot to 

Should 1ou vhh ce to do 

to be 1n't'1 tad to aane 011 

I 

upon t.he vory aer1oua 

be ;>leuod to tr~ t t.ha 

1n uhioh liat you ~o~igbt. tind one 

aaion. 

lleapeot.tully, 

:.lecrotary. 

' 
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lacro ~r1c~a 11 Po~~ial Wocbo~a oC 
C-11UI<>n t o lncUa 

suuaat.ed tr; ll•lt.er lltdt.a 

Prottaeor ltelpb J. t =sbt 
HMd, DerutMnt ot Poli tio•l So1ooce 

Howard OG1•ora1ty 

Santor .:Cold !loienca J.n&lyat 
llrl Uah r.p1ra Haotiun 
Ortioa or ~IUII.I and rieur•• 

Or , Jotp Jf• puie 
Praal.d.llllt, w .. t V1r&1n1a Gtt.to Colleae 
IDaUtuta, fill\ YlrciAie 

Dr. t , Z, B. p•we 

/o"thor1 laoturlrJ Pn>r11aor 0 ileput.mont or Soo1olof17 

At~ta Un1•oro1ty 
.t.Uant.a, Caor&i• 

CK l llgpbx 
PreeideDt, The M)p=AM;isep NewapraJMtr Cou1~ 

628 lort.b r:utaw 9trl0\ 
llal t.l8:>re , ~~&ryland 

A. fb!l ip ltanJqlph 
lDtal'llat.lonal Praaid•t 
llrotharboo<l ot :!lMpina CIU' Portora 

217 lleet l2St.h Str11t. 
IIW t ort C1 ty 

Rfrr J1 J!stge 

Alliat&nt. 310rat.&rJ, l•tio&~•l Uolaoiutiuu f or tho 

A4wnn 1 t or Co~ Paopla 
141\or ol pw CJlele (Orpll ot \Ill 1/o.t.CP) 

69 ntt.b •-• lft tort Olt.J 
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Olidol 07Jon: The Crilu 

I~ 
PERBOOL 

JUM 6 
1942 

Y,r dear Kra . Rooaevel t: 

Wlw u P'tc:uat t .. u .ut1 
IIIIUfM Of' MA•C.:M" 

O.tn l. LA•..-:t• 
n i.L. I(CU 'U.IY 

IL~.~Dt'!t:r.,o...o• 
h11ou" L f,,,. 

AltUUIIf '11\.41 NCliUIIIIU 
CMAtLOnC I, CIIHIP ,..,.._,,cnr AIIICI , •o• orto• 
N.A.OilO. S. Jo)IU, Jrt. 

YOWlM Otall( l OI 

:j: we.Dt you to s ee the eocloaed copy ot letter I 
have written to Kra . Bobby. Unfortunately, the reports 
whi ch we have on her trom Houaton, Texas, are to the 
effect t hat abe ooD.Siders ell colored people as 
"niggera•. We , however, are reserving Judelnent until 
we see just bow true or untrue t.his is. 

Bocau.ae we are willing to suspend Jud8ment until 
we oan judge Mrs . Uobby' a attitude by her acta, the an­
closed letter was written i n the hope that the WAAC, 
becBUse it is DeW and because women particularly in the 
South have etten ebown a greater courage t han men i n 
taclcl.1118 the race question, would be able to set 11111 w 
patterD.S or race relat1oll.8 in t he -..uc. I til'lll.y be­
liwe that etarting out o n a non-eegregated basis , e.t 
least ill the North, will not only make the WAJJ; more 
SlCceutul but it will detini tely benet! t t he ai tuation 
in tbe regular Arm:t end N aTY. 

I would 11lce very much to have your opinion on this 
and also sugeationa aa to turther steps llhich we a18ht 
take in aid1118 1olrs . Hobby IID4 the WAJ£ to take such a 
stand. 

Kra. JUeenor Roosevelt 
The Wbi te Bouse 
Wash1118ton, D. C • 

Ever 

A < 
W:~UAL CONFERENCE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 1.(.19, 1942 
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I • n tGnliJIC \be P } ' • ~ 7'00l 

-~ • · l - aalJ 11iDpe tor \be beo\, 
... , • ,_,. 11 apt t.o be odd. 

llr . 'llol ter )•hit.e 
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D.I'CUT1VI oniCIRS 

W&~TP W,.mr tCUtTUT 

ltOT Wlut•t 
AUitl.t.lll' tC:CUT.t.•1' 

CD.IfOI. '"' UUit 
T~tvatooo -.•••" 

I UCCIU. COii'• te .. 

WII.UA. ,.ICUMI ••• \UUI 
OlatclN or eauc"'-1 

O&.IU' L u a...-1• 
I'M~ '"atTAaY 

lU I J. IA&I. 
, ,UOUIC NQilMW 
AIIOAI.\. L. TT-.It 
Alt iUUT UU.O UCUTU IU 

at •. IL*1Tl L C.u • .-
NkJUn U ll r•.ono• 

.... , ... S. JOfilu, Ja. 
TOifftf OIHCTOI 

( I ' 

CO!lli'IDEIITIAL ( 

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 
1 

\. ,. 

Here is one ot the reasons v.by we a~e \ .•' 

conoerned about t.lre . Hobby as Director ot the 
Women• s Amy "uxiliary Corps. She cannot and 
should not be blamed tor whst her husband says 
or wet happened during her husband • s tel'tll as 
Governor ot Texas. But we are willing, as I 

said before, to suspend judgment. 

AS tbis is the only tile oopy ot the 
pamphlet we have telling ot the mobbing ot 
John it, Shillady during J.lr, Hobby ' s governor­
ship, please return it to 10e 11hen you shall 
hsve read it. 

l.lrs . El. eanor Roosevelt 
The 1/hite nouse 
1'/eshington, D. c . 

l>'Ver q ly_. ,......,.. 

11 1..:...) 
~~·~ 

Seoretary • 

. tf. (I '(--" 
~~\. ' ~ ,(LI 

t f
>fJ~I ~ (,( 

I t\ u- ( 

' 

I GvWI.. J t- ' 
.j\ l ~ F' / t · •' ( I. 

/ (' '· 
~J~~~~ I \ I I ~~ 

( 
\ N t ~ r · / 

\\'WI CTJ' · > \ (i /(J " ' 
33rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July~A.J9, 1942 
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69 Fl.tth Avenue 
NYC 

I r rJ 

0 



gyU_. __ 
--------~- ---

----

--- ----------



I 

' 

Dear Mr-. lb1t.ea 

Tbank )'01.1 t 0 1' 10UZ' l.et.&.er 

and t.be cop1 ot 701.11' epMO.b. 1 qalt.e 

UDI1eret.ood it. tM&t. aa elld t.o b&'N the 

cop,y. 

lJr . :/alter :lhite 
National Assocition for the 
Advancement of Colored People 
69 Fifth Avenue · 
New York, Hew York. 

I 

VDS 
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-·~ "· '-"' .. 
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~ .,.. .---: 

. { 

' -

June 18, 1942 

Dear Mre . Roosevelt : 

arc:unn ornCDS 
Wu.ru Wktn u.on.u• 
.. , WJI.AJilf 

,... ........ , N.gl(f ... , 
unoa. ,.c c .. n, 

,._. ..... •·:;:,1~~ •cewun 
WlloUA .. hci.UI 1 .. lUJI ! 

OIII.CTM W IAAJICMU 

OAI U L U.111Nn. 
,. ..... UCUTt.U 

fu., J. IAU,1 
.... ~· .. ~t' r.t~"" 

ANIUA•r fiii.O llCU TU JU 
C:IIUlAUC L ( 111111, 

tUIUCUY UIO t•DIIIOIIO" 
kiAOIM• S. .101111 • .Ill, 

fOIITH DIUCTU 

'' :,.., 
Thank you for your letter 

and ita very pertinent ramark about 

v· 
~ '~( '' 

.: 

Texo.ne. 

Because of our converse. tion ~ ,' •' 

about tho Madieon Square Garden meet­

ing, I eond you herewith a copy of 

the romarka I made at that meeting. 

B~r slne~roly~ () • 

. ~t~"'C:'it.-. :G:.... 

tb'e . Eleanor Roosevelt 
The l'lhi to Houeo 
waahi~~ton, D, o. 

WW1 RR 

Secretary 

' 
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Speech ot Welter White1 Secretary Qf the 
Notional Assooiatio~ t or the Advancement 
of Colo red .People, 69 Fifth Avenue, Nww Yurk, 
t o be delivered et t~e Madison Square Gorden 
Moss Maeting or the Moroh-on-Waahington Mcve­
ment nn Tuesday , June 16, 1942. Evoning, 

• 
' --

Other speakers will tell you tho myriad, often hoert~reskiag , 

details of the aolor line in the war program ~r our own c ~untry. It 

is e col or line which has been s lightly dented here ond there , But 

a1x months otter Pearl Harbor end Siagopcre discrimination 'lased >• n 

akin col or is ae firmly ro~ted in tho t hinking ~r the white wcr11 us 

it ever was, A little vcseline hns been applied in mengre opplioa­

ti~ns to this t eetering cancer or bigotry--a disease so virulent that 

the safety or the entire world is threatened by it, And the tragedy 

of the situation is that only a row intelligent and hrav<? souls like 

Mrs. Roosevelt, Pea~l Buok, and one or two others in •tho white world 

ore wise enough to see the picture as it 1e, 

In the time a11ottud me I want briefly to touch upon two aspects­

-one global, the other notional-- ot this whole question ot color. 

In the Corel See ani! at llidway Ielonu tho Un-ited States has slowed up 

it no t checked materially t-b" onward sweep or Japan, But it is fool­

hard y to believe that these apparent victories neve ended or ore likely 

to end soon the war in the Pacific, Even ~r Jap~n surren~ere1 uncon-

11 tionally tomorrow, her cepi tula tion would provide only a br ict 

interlude or peace unless the white worlJ 'le1icves nnl acta without 

reservation to make tho true the words ot Sumner Welles on Wemoriol 

Ooy, that ~our victory must ~ring in its train the liborotion or oll 

peoples, Disorimination between peoples beonuse of their reoe, creed, 
' 

or color must be abolished. The age or imperialism is ~ndod ." 

• 
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Address of Walter Whito -2-
ut Madison Square Gorden Meeting 

JuM 16,1942, 

1 • ' 

For the blunt truth or the mutter is that tho tbousa nO million 

brown end yellOw peoples or the Orient on~ the 155 millions or block 

ptoplc in Afrioo Just don ' t ~clieve tbct tho white worl~ bolicv~s 

this . or intends to put 1t into ott' cot onoo the danger to thcasclvos 

is pest , Gandhi today is saying thot t he sole i nter est of the Uni ted 
I 
Sts t os in Indio is to preserve end .Perpotuote British i mpcriolism, . ' 
Unless en1 until the Unite~ St ates tukcs unequivoca l notion to put 

t he cloor, brier words ot Sumner Wel les into effect , neither t!r , 

Gundlli nor the four hun1red oillions of his f ellow In~inns, nor the 

four hundred millions ot Chiou, nor the other millions of Bur 1M on~ 

the Dutch Eost I ndies onJ Af r icol will believe tor o moment t!lGt the 
, 

interest of t he United Sta tos is ~ to continue Briti sh ond other 

imperialism in the Ori,pnt, 

Vlhr:: t is d&Jiperotely neodea is forthright r.ction by Pres ident 

Roosevelt in cooperction wi tb the lenders or the colored worl ~-­

Cbhang Ktli-shek ot Chin.l; Gonc\hi, Nehru on~ Az,;b of In!io; ll::nuel 

Quezon ot the Philippines , nn~ H:11le Selt.asie of Ethiopia-- to ~ rart 

~nd put into execution 1.1 Pcoit'io Gllnrtcr which , wi_th the lltlunt io 

Cherter of Roosevelt onj Churchill will f orm o world ehortor of 

fr eedom. Nothing less will offset the unfortunate stct~ment of 

Churchill l ast September H, thrt the Atlontic Cbcrt~r upplies only 

to the Nozi -domincted countries or Europe t.n1 doe s not opply t o t he 

peopl es or the British o~piro , Nothi~g loss wil l convince t he ~rown. 

yellow a n 1 block peoples or the Orient on<l ot tM world the t ' Presi­

den t'Roosevolt's four tree~oma will opply to them as well os to 

whites. Nothing loss will givo ttem e stnko t o fight tor en~ to ~ie 

tor . 

I 

I 



Jl.ddreas or Wol tor White · · 3- June 16, 1942. ot Modison ~uorc Carden J.!eeting 

Instead or demonstr ating the vision and courage which would 
galvanize the colored peoples or the world into dynamic, uncompro~is­

i ng s truggle egainat the Axis, what does our country do? It is send­
in~ , I am informed, to Indio end China Americcn cxpediti?nory f oroes 
mude up in large pert or white soldiers from J.!iseissippi , Arksnsna, 
Texas c1nd Louisiono. The N.A.l' . . C.P. urged the ·:1ar D6p~rtmont to in-' 
elude in its mil itary instructions to ell American soldi ers courses 
on the racial beekground ot the wa r . Wlil believe such instruction wus 
.:nd is desperately needed, to countnrect r.s for as 1a possible within . e short period tte ~cckground or racial bigotry i n which t hese d Od 

other ..merioc:-~ soldiers woro horn end brought up. Our suqgcstion w..,s 
courteously but firmly turned down. Disturbing rumors com~ hock tram 

Goue~I"Yt{ the Orient ot theso soldiers treuting Indi~ns ond Chinese os 
they nre accus tomed t o treat with impunity Negroes in darkest Missis­
sippi . Is there e ny wonder that tbe people ot India e nd of Ctino 
l ook with exceedingly skeptical eyes upon the bcoutitul words of 
democracy end the four freedoms wbioh tall trom whit< lips? And how 
the Jopunese chortled in their broudous t s from Tokio t o Burmn, t o 
Indio, t o Chino nod the ial~nds or the Puoifie ohout the hypocrisy ot 
the white occidental worldS 

The plain, bitter truth is thut thinking r.nd "otion on the prohlem 
of r ftee in our own country or" determined :almost eo.mpletely hy the cost 
tnsoist-minded el ements in the deopGst 11 nd darkest South, This ele­
ment-- which prootioed N_ziism lons bet ore Hitler woe bor n-- r.lmoet 
completely dooinotce our t edcr ol government , Our Pr esident, our hl"my, 
our Navy, ond our goverDJ:IIlnt ganerully ere ntrcid to challenge or to 
ot tend these southern demagogues by eliminating the color line. Die-



!..!dress ot Wulter '1/t.it e -4- Ju:le 16, 194&. 
at V.ad ison S~uure Gt. rden V.ueting 

trcnch i sement or hluck people hes inevitllbly brought about the dis­

f r a nchisement ot en o verwhelming ma j or i ty of t he white people of t he 
I 

deep South, Thus, today, tho South with only o little pver one-fourth 
• 

of the .population ot the Uni ted St utes, hol ds more thon 50 pe r cent 

of the chairmanships in the United States House of Ro~resentotives ond 

' Sen~te. T:.~ ~ bove a<~h i eved t his under o Dr;moora t ic administration 

through the ease by which demagogues can get themselves e l ec t ed nnd 

r eel ected with ridiculous ease through the rotte n horough system o f 

the South . I invite you to ~o down the list or Senate chairGen of 

i mpor tent COGllt.i ttees ! Ct.airman of the ,,v..,ropria ti ens Cummi t t ee is 

Ca rter lllass of Virginia. Of agrtcul ture , "Cv t ton E<l" S-i t h o f south 

Curoline . Of the enor mously important Fore ign Relations, Tct> Connally 

of T~xas wllo, !.ill recently said, wou l d l)e the ~ost influential of 

Alllericans at the peace conference in troweling ou t the n ew world . I 

i nvite rou t o read his hi tterly sardonic com<:lcnts on N:..~roes durinG 

the seven weeks filil>Uster whi ch he led against the a nti-lynching bil l 

i n 1937. Ha ving reed t hem, I inv-ite you t o conside r the kind of wor l d 

Connally would trowel out with his atti tude o f conte:npt for colored 

peopl e , 

Ci.airman of Fi n:::.nce i s C:..ore,e of G:~orgia . Of Mili t ary affoirs , 

Roynolds of North Curol ine. or Rules , B]td ot Virsinie , Of Terr i ­

tories and I nsular /~fair s-- increasingly i mpor t ant ~ecause or the 

~ global nature of the war a nd or the pos t-war world-- Tydi nss of 

Maryland. Of Pos t Ol fices end Post Ru- ds, McKelle r of Tennessee, 

In the Houae or Representa t i ves the situa t ion is evt.n worse. 

Chaircon or the Judiciary C.otunittee i s Sumners of Texas, who opcnl .y 

boasted h~ would never permit even o hearing on ony onti-lynchinc bill 
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Mdrcss or 'Hul ter White -5- June 15,1942, · 
nt Madison Square Carden Meeting 

as long c.s tie wns ohs i rmon, ll Od todu y his committee refuses t o r c·port 

out the o.nt i•poll tax bill, Of '1/ays und Meons, Doughten of North Caro-

linu; or Bonking a nd Curre ncy, Stoagull of ;.J.ubaoo, ' Of Jt[\rioul ture, 

Fulr.:e:r of South Curolino, ' Of Na va l /lffuirs, Vinson Of 'Georgi::. , Of 

!.!ilitc:ry Jlf,foir s, Mny of Kentucky, ' 
j 

In t he light of the c ontrol , of our governmen t by these men who 

spit upon democracy whenever the Negr o is involved , is thor e a ny wonder 

th~t meeting s like this a re t r agi o6 l ly necessary nt ~ ti~o like this? 

Or tha t , iro ny or ironies, we Negroes must fight f or t he right t o fight 

whe n t he world is threatened with destruction? Bu t figh t we nus t, ond 

fi&ht we will : · "nd it is e fi ght which we o~m und must win , · The r e · 

nr e :nnny t housa nds on o ur side and the nw.1'>er constantly grows , · Ma ny 

youn~ white me n hr.ve petitioned o ur W~r Depo r t ment f or pe r cr.i ssion to 

serve in " so- celled Mixed Division so t h<•t they con demonstr:.tc tha t 

they bcli~ve democracy _con be pr ,ctioed as well .. s tal ked t.bout, But 

t he South s'till rules Washi ngton on t he Negro question und the ,.rr.>y 

beccusr the ,.rroy refus es t o break down Jio-crowism dcspit" the suceeas 

of t he training of Negro a nd white cfticer s toge ther in tr~ining 

schools l oca t ed in t he dee p South , Hundreds o f t houS1.. ndS of white 

J..neriCans, incl uding t he ,J:ler i con Medica l /.ssoc iution , · hu ve de nounced 

the order to Jio-crow Negro bl ood which was g ive n by the ~~oy ond N"vy 

to the Red Cross, ' But this Ritlor - like philosophy of bl ood and r a ce 

continues,· Mode st progress h11s been w.de by t he Fair Emplo;rment· ?:"o­

t ice Committee in breaking down "cc pl oyc;ent d isorimino tion,- a nd there 

hdve been modest ga i ns in other fi e lds , · But the bcs1c phi l osopay 

remai ns t ho sume-- that Negroes are seoond-cl~ss citizens u nd must 

re.moin so even though the wor l d falls , · 

\ 

( 
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~.ddress ot Wolter White 

/ 

6~ Mvdis'On Sqoore Oerden Meeting 

H'Ow can the Negro 1n the l1 i•ht ot the record believe the fine I . 

brave Wt•rds ahout dem:>craey when !tonight Odell Waller sits in death 

June 16 , 1942, 

nw in n Virginia priso n scheduled t o die Friday night bccduse be 

da red defend himself fr om heing killed by ~ white l u ndlord? How aj n 

the Negr'O be lieve the ·tine 

Mississippi d'emogogue l>i ke 

brovF words t1b ~ut d emuorc cy when n cha<lp 

Rankin can gat up on the tl"c'r ~t the Reuse 
I 

c.f Representutives und spew forth venor.t on the Ne~;r "> because he re-

s cuts tha ir.!puta ti <>n of inferiority when his blo~d is segrega ted? 

R·.;w ceo u Negro believe in democracy when the • .rmy r nd th<: N~vy 'Jf h is 

;;~vern.'!lent s:.y t o hll:t: "You or,n fight nnd die f · r demc.crr>CY l>ut y,,u 

c :>n • t dXpericnce it in the i.rcy u nd Nuvy"? Rc.w cc:n u Ncg r ti belie ve 

Whol ebeurtedl y tht.t the CO USB he is OSked t -' die f , r iS W•Jrth dying 

C r when d o ily he is c >nfro nted by insult , discriL11nnti~n end eeg re-

gc. ti :m? Prvve t v us, United Nr. ti ~ns, r.nd pr (IVC t eo the CJlored· peo ples 
' 

of ;.sit< , J'frica o.nd the Ca ribbau,n tho t you ~ re n ot hypocri tcs when you 

sa y t bis is a war f or freed om. Pro vo 1 t t o us e nd we will SbQW yc•u · 

tha t we Ctln end will fight like fury f e r tll!lt freed om. But we wont--

c nu we intend t o hcve~- our shure ·•f that f reed oml 
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war Mr. Vic& Pruiu&At l 

I .. ntAd to tAll 1"" tho othEr 
<lq, but I tloolil>t it 'OOIIlu l:o ooaior t.o 
ori w, boo """" I "" iapruoocl by lho ot­
toct that y...r opeocb 011 1!11 Peoplo ' o 
Century bao bocl oa JOWl~ pooj\lo . Lut 
•••~ l ""t to tho latA n>oUoo&l StudUlt 
Service luMer Ino•l Wtol 1D t.olh Ullooilla 
&nd ~bello &Ad t owac la both pl6coa lhot 
~ apeech • •• tbe 'ta d a for aor• real 
otirrioll or t.b<Nibt theo &C)'~ aloe wuicb 
b.aa bappuacl Md, in u. way, tor .ore c06-
oc100lo cle&lro to oct, 011 U>o port or both 
boyo oDd prla. 

'lbaret ore, 1 4\1'1 aore ar&t.6~ th.n 
nor U>at yo11 oro goiliS t.o apolllc for thoa 111 
Sopt.oaber a t tho .. , .. bly. 

Hon. H~n~y A· ~Mll•ce 
The Vtce President. 
Aoshi ngt.oo , J . C. 
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The V1ce President 

I vanted to tell you yesterday but I thought it vould 
be ea81er to vr1te , hov much I am 1mpreased by the effect 
that your speech on The People'• Century , baa made on young 
people. Last week I vent to the International Student 8erv1ce 8um: er 
I netitutea 1n both Aahev1lle and Campobello and found 1n both 
pla~ea that that speech vas the bao 1a for more real at1rr1ng 
ot thought t han anything a lee vh1ch baa happened, ond 1n a way, 
tor more conac1oua dee1re to ac t, on t he part of both boya and 
g1rJ.a. 

Ther efore, I am more grateful than ever that you Rre 
going-to speak for them, no matter how briefly, 1n September 
for the Assembly. 

e.r. 
' 

• 
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August 28, l94f! 

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt: 

T .. UIMOO M.USJIAU. 
aHCHot. C<lu•su 

OA.t.U I. L.ulo._,. 
, l l lo.O I UUT411 

_( U A J, I UU 
1. ft toc.••c Wo-tteow 
IA•O.&\L t... TVt.ll t 

4UIUU'J rtii.O IICII.Uioll ll 

CM,t,ILOTTI I , CIUI'" 
runu:nv .uto ••o•ono• 

IIIIAO I-101 $, JOWII. Jl , 
tOIIII DIIUTOI 

f iAill 0. IJt u vu 
4-0•t• ••• tt•TI'il UlttT•tn, 

WU)I41110f0 11 . 1/IU,II 

I encl os e the memor andUI1l you a sked me t o 
send you r egardi ng t he United S ta t es Off ice of 
Educa t ion end the United States Employment Servi ce 
wi t h respect t o thei r recen t action on Negro 
training and placement. As I said to you Wednesday 
evening, we are all very much disturbed by the 
transfer of t he Preeident 1 s Committee on Fair 
Employment Practice to an a gency under which are 
two sub-agencies which not only perm! t out appear to 
be actually encouraging and f ostering discrimineti on 
based on race, creed, color or na t ional ori£in. This 
is an anomalous situa t ion, as I am sure you and t he 
Presidep t will agroe. 

I als o enclose a personal no te t o the 
Pres i dent which I would apprec i ate your reading 
and t hen placing i n his hands, 

• Evers!~ 

Secretary 

Mrs , Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White House yf .. ~JI 
Washington, D. c. ~~ . 

WI'I:RR 
(/, ' { 
• 

J(d vfcd 

~ ·"t· . ( -' 

/
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WEIIORANDim IN rlEGJIRD TO Tim .PO!.IOil>::l AlW i'l<ACTI Cl:S 1.111 '1'll); UNI'!'l:.D 

STAThS J!I&UiY141:.NT <ll:J!VICl. AND TIU. UlfiT...U Sl'a'l'= U)li!Cl:: U~' 

l:.DUC.&TliJii ,,s THOS.I!: l'uLIClho:l J.NlJ ~liA!;'<'!c.;EI:; IJ~ UINN THE UTOit'l'S 

OF ~i,U..u.IJI'Ilill N'EOHO:t.ll Tv Oll'I'AIN ~LO):lo:J:oN'l' Il'l "AR ININtiTitY . 

For a long time, Negroes have had ditricul ty in their 

attempts to secure ~loyment through tho orricos or 
tho various state employment services and, prior to the 

tederalization ot these omvloyment services, the argu­

ment wee frequently advanced that the Uni~ed titatea 

~loyment Service did not have Jurisdiction over their 

policies and practicca ·I 'l•i ttl tho tederalization ot 
these state agencies under the u::;~. the question bas 

been raised as to the obligation ot the employment 
service with respect to orclers rrom Wllr industries con­

teining cliscriminatory speoiriclltions. 

The UJ~ es a Dedersl agency, subJect to the provisions 

Of ~xeoutive Order 8802, is Obligated tO effectuate the 

purposes or that Order within the area ot employment 
subJect to its Jurisdiction. It is perfectly clear then 

that the USA:; aids and abets discrimination against 

workers solely on account or race, color, creed or 
national origin in any case where it tills an order 
containing discriminatory ~pecitications. 

Nevertheless, in the face ot this clear d11ty imposed upon 

it by ~xecutive Order 8802, the ~~ has issued ~lletin 

No. C-45, ertective as of July 1, 1942, instructing state 

and local directors to ignore the provisions ot the 
hxecutive Order and requiring them to accept and service 

orders tor workers containing discriminatory specitications 

unleaa prohibited from so doing by state law. 

NotWithstanding this situation baa been called to the 

attention or the ••ar ~.anpower Commission, >~e ure not aware 

that any steps have been ta~en to counter~d uullctin 

No. C-45, or tboae portions or it which are contrary to J 

the letter and spirit ot hxecutiva order 8802. 

It is a matter ot common knowledge that there is a need 

tor trai.ned workers tor war industry and the United ~totes 

Ottice or :bducation 18 charged by statuto with the 

responsibilitY tor admi.nistering rederal funds provided 

to finance war industry training programs throughout the 

country. In connection with this admi.nistration the 

congressional act provides, ••No trainee • • . shall be 

discriminated against because ot sex, race or color; and 

where separate acboola are required by lew tor separate 

population groups, to the extent needed tor trainees ot 

eacb such group, equitable provision sball be made tor 

tacilitiea and training of like quality." 

Complaints that Negroes were being discriminated against 
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in their effort to secure defense training were so numerous 
that the Comm.i ttee on Fai r J:.mployment li'ractice summon'ed 
Commissioner Studebaker before it . lohile we iuiJe not been 
advised of the results of this hearing, which took place on 
april 13, 1942, we do know that there hes been little change 
in the situ, tion as it existed at fhat time. 

an example at the discrimination in tile defense training 
program under the Jurisdict i on ot the Uni~ed $tates Office 
of Education iS seen ·in the situation that exists in 1 
atlanta, Georgia . 

The llell Aircraft Corporation is now complating an eirplace 
plant near atlanta. Xt is estimated that. this plant will 
need f r om 25,000 to 40 ,000 workers. lt is reliably estimated 
that over forty-two per cent of the available labor supply 
in the a tlanta area is of the Negro race. Despite the fact 
that federally financed defense training in skills needed 
by t his plant has been provided white persons for several 
months, it hes thus far been denied the mo1·e th"n 5000 Negroes 
who applied, solely because of their race. 

Uur files show that t his metter has been called to the 
a ttention of the lihail'man of o1ar l.lanpower Cailllllission and 
responsible af'ficials . However, despite the fact that many 
conferences have been held and promises IIISde tbat training 
facilities wou.ld be provided far Negroes in the atlanta area, 
the fact is tbat today facilities are not yet available for 
Negroes. 

J3y virtue of the lsxecuti ve Order oreating the •·ar J.ianpower 
Commission, both the United ~tates ~mployment ~ervice anq 
the United States Uffice of ~ducation ere subagents of the 
\oar ~ianpower <.:ommission. 11' the nar Jo>anpower Commission has 
ta.ken any effective steps to correct the situations described 
above • we are not awa_re of them . In any event, i t seetn.s 
most unfortunate that the one independent agency set up to 
eliminate discriminatory practices in employment and training 
for employment in war industry should nmv be transferred 
and IIISde a part of an agency--two of whose constituents 
have notoriously bad records and whose policies and pract ices 
the Committee on ¥air ~mplayment ~ractioe has been seeking 
to correct . 

• • 
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The ...,.,randw:> you aont .. 

•1'-" ,.,ur latter or Auauot 28th 11 

vory l.nteroJOt.inl r .adlnB• 

1 ro&<l l.he lotl.or you or>­

eJ.oood and "" ... c1von 11. l.o tho 

p,·eo1dent. 
vert olncorelf lOurs , 

J 

llr. 11altor Whit• 
llat1orlal Auoo1et.1on' !or tho 
Ad.-ne.oent of Colored People 
69 PUttl Avenue 
N .. York, N .. lor\<. 

vos 



Sejlt.tltlber 21 , 1')42 , 

~ deer IU'o r. M~e a 

lira, r.oo .. vel~ bu ukea .-
\.0 c;eknow1odj:o t ho r ocel.pt. o! ;·ow· 1ot.­
ter w1Wl which you unclo .. the 1•la,yur 
u.r~1caa. Sll¥ wao ill~cros~ed to auu them 
""~ 1u •PI>X'•c1at1vu of jour k1ndncn ill 
!living lwr ~1\o oppo1•twU.ty , 

11r. 'llaltor rtllit e 

SacreLury t.o 
Ura. Hooa evel.t- . 

:Jooretar¥, tlat1ona1 •••ooiatlon 
!or the Advanoe~~ent o! Colored i'eople 1 

69 FU:th Avenue 
Uw Tone, Nw Tone , 

tOO 
• 

• 

vns 



• 
_, I 

, .... oc ... 
A•null a. .,._...,.. 

CJMJau• • '* ..... 0.. t...ltt ' · ...... , 

&f;r::.~~::t:, 0:, 'i;,.~!IO 

~'-"._City 
r • .tA.II, H. Y, -­.... ~,., 
~v • • .... , ... ~.. 
To..u. a:-. 
w ........ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
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0~ 0..,.., The Crflu 

Septeober 
17th 
194.'! 

J,ly dear Lira . Rooaevel t: 

DICUTJYI omcut 
llCIII\'.ur 

AOT WlUJu 
...... U IIf K C'UfAfl 

aN roa. ' Kl ca~t•• 
TMIIIMOO MAUMAU. 

t•CCIAI. COoi,IIQQ 
0...111 E. f..AaP&JII 

• tn. ICcatl.Ut 

f. 
........... 

'*'DIIIIC .. OIIMW 
AIIOAll. t: f1UI 
,_...tr.utf riiUIMU&fAt.IU 

OIAJILO" I &. C.••• "'.uc•n • .. ~ 
WAII1MII I. Jt•U, Jt, 

YOUhl DIUCTIJI 
F'u•c D. • u vu 

U llf .. I.ITlAftn U llnAllf 
...uqat?CNI I VII.t.ll 

I enjoyed trernondously that chat with you on the trnin to Washington TUesday. 

Here are the Player articles I promised to send you. They are both accurate and important, in my opinion, in their revelation ot the deeper significance or the thioaa that ere happening in the South today. 'l'his io particularly so in their affirmation ot tho opinion you end I shore , th11t the Negro is only the itwedi11te object ot ottack- ­tllot the Administration, the ..ew Deal, liberalism generally end in particular labor unions are the real targets . 

Inoidentelly, I had a long talk with Jonathan Daniela yesterday. I find that he doos not ahoro Dr. Alexandor's optimism about the Uouth. He believes that the toroes ot bigotry ore creatioa a ai tuation tar mora dangerous tho.n most people seem to realize. 

~rs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The \'/hi te Hou ae 
lie abington, D. c . 

11\1: CTI!' 

h'ver sincerely, 

l~ 
Secretory . 



October 19, 1942. 

I()' dear llr. Wh1~• • 

t.o toll r ou ~ho~ abo cav• ~"" Pn>ei.dmt. 

t.he COJ!J' o! 'fOUZ' 1o~tor to Ur . l:.cHutt, 

which ~oeCOIIpM1ed TOUT 1ottor or Oct.o­

ber 1~t.h. 

Very o1ncorol,y ,-oura, 

Socrot&JT to 
t.lro. Rooa..,elt. 

11r. 11&1 wr 1lb1 to 
II&Uonal AeoociaUon tor 
t.ho .. --t ot Colo,..d Poop1o 
69 Plnob Ann,.. 
ll'!'f Yorit, N• York . 

, 
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October 15, 1942 )';'y~ 

Yy dear Krs . Roosevelt . 

We wa nted you to see the enclosed 

" copy or letter we heve written to ur. !.!ellutt , 

After you have re&d i t , Will you be eood 

onough ~o show it to the President? 

Ever 

Mrs , Eleanor Roosevelt 
The Vlhite House 
Vlaehlncton, D. c • 

WI'I:RR 
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I td.ll tq \o co \o t.be tAACS 1D 0.. llo1Dee bet..,.. t.oo ~- I cl1.d """'co bo'·•- I uiDocl tor a~ on t.be ...,...u.oa q~iaD &Old .. \old t.b&t. oa t.bo' ~ u.. on a tau. &1..., tor ...-! _... .s t.n.I.D1nc _.. eqal, &Old t.bo't. t.bo' ...,....u.oa GAlT - "" au ... ett..U.., t.bo'1r .c1a.1 u-. !bat. ben'ler, I cloabt ftl7 oaaob can 7et. be ........., dcml, U-.11 I td.ll do wllat. I caa. I t1W* ., .,1.a1t. td.ll be -. wort.b 11blle ,_ t.llat. I "- -t. 1e be­ina - at.ro.d, 

v..,.. o1noe,..l,J ,......,, 

Llr • .'falter 7ihi t e National ~ssociation ror the Adv&ncoaent or Colored People 69 Pifth Avenue, 
Hew Yorlc, New Yorlc . 
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28th 
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Lly dear l.!rs. Roosevel t: 

WALTa. WlfiTI 
ltOt WII.&IMI 

llC ... TAIT 

All l.lfAi t 11c._ru.in 
mltot:, \'HI CIU if 

TNuttooo thUNU L 
llt:CIAL eouuet 

o.,n l. U llll'l l ll 
"no uc•n.u t 

f'LU J. 841;11: 
E. P•UIII! IC MotttoW 
R.UIOAU L T'YUI 

Aaa~ltAifT riU O IIC:UTUIU 

C",UI.Offt I . Ct11111' 
nllliCit\' A•D ' .t0,1110TtOM 

NADI.IOM I. JDMII. J t , 
TOUTN Ol.leftl 

'•n• D. Rnvu 
o\DII IIIl l fiAYIYt: AU.IIf,UJ. 

WAaKIIfe TOM I UIUU 

I fl!ll dictating this l etter itnrB diatel y 
on 14Y return from Forts :;ill nnd Des 1-<oines but I · 
am giving instructions that it is not to be 
mulled to you until you return from i!:r~gland . 

!Jay I strol!f.lY urn a that at your t'1r st 
opportunity to visit ~·ort Des L;oi nes that you do 
so'? I found 1/A,;Cs there , both white and colored, 
disappointed that you had not included it on one 
of your trips. I think it ,-,ould do infinite good 
tor you to vis it there und i n \Jhatever way is 
wisest according to your judgment, to help push 
back the horizons of o:fici!ils i n chnrge so that 
they will no t hur'liliate colored ;t,.ACs by needless 
segregati on. If men ofticer candidates con be 
trained with such co111pleto absence of se13regation 
and with success in the South, it certainly would 
sean reasonable that segregation would not be 
necessary in a northern city. 

I 

Mrs. JUeanor Roosevelt 
The llh1t e House 
\Vashi ncton, D. C. 

11\i: CTF • 

Ever sinee,el~, 

~~Cv~ 
::learctary. 



NATIONAL ASSOCIAT):I)tl JrOR TUE ADV,\IICm.IXNT OF cciLoREll PEOl'Lll: 
· &ll 'l"itth ••venue - New Yorl:, If . Y. 

. .. 
IIALTJID \IlliTE, Seoretary 

~ \ 

\\ 
' 

,--·- \ \ -.. ,, . 
'' Deer l&r. l'rtoaident.t ·.., ~- , . '\' ' 

Y91'J. \.ill P" \ )..pa r-lill>•r tha seorata1'y 
or liar flpeald~ entbua).!:~ioally to you, Colonel 
Knox, .Liayor La~iJI, •Ur. iland.olph, aaverel othara 
and af•elt in yo~'4~ioa ot the auooaaa or the 
ortioar-1Sl:•iai.Da a~la lnaorar .,. tra1n1na, teed­
ina ~ AU~I!S of 'Wtl1\e and llesro otnoara 
avan~5out~rA.~aapa' t. oonoernad.. 

It ia~r \Ilia raaaon \hat I want r.u 
to a tha enola~ oopy ot letter I have writ till 
Colo atilaaou l<n. llobb)' attar I have had 
oppo~t1 to ,.._ at r irat-hWid at :rort. Sill, 

(( 

--~ 1aoor 11-11 \Ilia experu..t>t 1a worlt1Jic out. 
- lilt, untoi"tmf"ately, in a llorthern oi ty, at Dee 

( 

llolne 1n tlw trau.ntns or w.IAI.la, t here 1B Just 
the rM ot tbo aitw.tion 1n the 5outh. fhe •ear•& ion at Daa Uoine• ia, in ay opinion, both 
unneCI ary und dbtinotly hurttul ot aorele. 

~_......-:' ~1\h oord1el peraonel areetinaa, 

Raapeotrully, 

lion • .Pranklin u. Rooaevelt 
Preaidant ot the United ~tatea 
'l'hallllldte llouM 
Waahln&ton, D. c . 
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t:..TJalAL ASSOCIA'!'IOtl ,og THt; ADVA!IC,!!::.lrr OV COLOR!!D Pi;;OI'lZ, 69 FP.'i11 ;\V~Ill); 

lml l'ORX, llr"' '1'01\K 

October 
28th 
1942 

!!on. l!enry L . Stl.aeon 
secretery or Uer, Weehtn~ton, D.c. 
l<rs . OYOta Culp !lObby 
!)tractor, Y.ozr.en'a A\&Xiltary ""lY ~orp:J , 
\:aah1ngion, D. c . 

Dear Col . Stlmoon on4 llro , I!Obby : 

l 

:leceuao tho ru.ttora about which I wri te you in thtiJ lottor 
r e lata t o tho ~ u nd tho ,,.;,A. A.C., I t&ke t he liber ty or aondi ng 
to yo11 thi s jo~n,t l etter. 

I ho.'Ve lu~t rotumud rro~ Forte Sill and f>os 1 oinos. I cw1e 
awe.y rrom tLe toroor aaoro boarteneo ragaroin.:~ t.he poaa1b1l1 tie a ot 
aetU41~·<tt~ce ot clei'!Oe,..oy in the Un1 t ad St<ttos ,-.n..y thun I hft•o 

~
8en b&rore . Aa wo ~ntered the sect ion or fort Sill 4evoto4 to 

nlng or orrtc:er candldotea, we hoard the rbythnie sound ot naroh­
reet . Soon 'fa\ore ca. in\0 view a aectton ot o1·n~er candldatea 
bing to thel:r q,u.artera . .rJ.l or the .:en were tlbito. "':'e lotarned 

Iii erward that al nwsber or thum ttere sout.herner-a. f)Jt \he ortlcer in 
e~~ ot the eeGtlon waa a !7eStrO. Within tbe ooxt ten atnu\ea, we 
saw,a1~ O\her aectlone or Z!lfl:a in which tnere were one or tore Uea;ro 
o f fiea-». CUC11da tee. 

\'{8 were then J)tnn.i ttOd to flO d01m to the h•ttL.6Dt8 . 'tmore WO 
t alked wi t h a number of the t:ea:ro and whi to orrtoer candid.ateD. One 
young Negro tro.m Fort ~'IOrth, 'l'llxae, showod r:ll9 t ha llutrr.en't. 1n whtch he 
lived wi t h f iV e whi te orrtcor candidat es. '!'we> or th'J ttvu were t'rom 
t he South . Accor4i n6 to t h& llenro ofticar candidato , they ore moat 
l"rie n<Uy to hi,. in livory Wll)' possible . Tho S tllllO th1ng I found t rue 
o r ot he r young J:oerooa who are quart el'ed w!~h . eut wl.th, and etudy wtth 
wh1 te fellow cttndidatee, ~outham end r;ortbern. · 

I ronnel th4 ao.M aituatlon pr.,vaila witb Hegro ond whltfl oftlcdra. 
I was inl"ormeci by theft that the Ube~ unprojue11eod att1turlo it in laree 
mee aura clue to »aJo~~aeN.l Allen • no until recent.ly wea Cor:aand•nt ot 
¥0rt Sill . Tbte ob .. rv•t1on or prantieal ue~cracv wae a \brilltn~ ex­
per i ence tor mo pereoully ae 1~ waa to ey eocpct~:lor.a who 1nolude4 Roeeoe 



12 - liOn. Henry L. St1uon 
and 

t·r•. ovota Cul p Hobb:J october ~e. 1942 

ounjoo, Kdi tor oi' the Olclaholllll ~ llisputeh. •ro see in tho doop sout h rr.en being trained totethor and OIOOC1"t1ng with each other on u plene 01' complete demoen~cy prons tNit IIWl&l bo!naa do r ot elo!l!! to&ether tr they a "' pem!tted ro know eecb other es hlamen beinss and fellow N":~aric.a.na .. 

The sttuatlnn at l''ort Doe notnoa, Iowa, whero the ii.A . A. C • ..,!'r1cers aro betn~ t~ined , when co~Porcd wit~ thu aituatten tit :~rt ~ 111, repr~oents n d1K­'l"'arten1D.£ cont.reet. 'l'tt~re w.us v V&l""/ re•ftOa to expect an even nor'lt doooet"&t.ic at100ophore thAn at !'Ort Sill . 'l'h• ew:.p 1o In t~e J:orth .. !lore otthudos toward tha t:egro are not cryatllll.lzed into e pattern of 41aeri m1na t1CJn ani! oeKNGl-ltion . The project 'l88 new 'und d i d not CIH"cy o b\trden of trttd i tioriBl l)Qli o itta towerd !'e~;roea . '!110 wov.en ropreeented e hi6)1ly eeleetod 11r<:up. '"hey hart be•~ Neru! t ed voluntarily anu, therutore, z:d6Lt. bo proaw .. ed to have slncore devot ton t ·o t he ideals for Which thu liBr is beint; fOue,ht . "!Ot, \'lith 8ll Of these f r-tCt('lrS Pt'OOOI1t , eondi tions a t. ~·ort !>oo Lfoines aro ctecldadly l ess dOr"'Icrat1 c , and ore i nri ni t.a l :t 1~re hwn1l!at1n." to the N&fll'O off1oora , t han in hn older :><>st locate~ in a soutLorn s~ato . In oy opinion, the segrega-tion l!llich I ob8d'Tad ~bore 1s co~ o11ly un­.Ar.erica.n and contrary too the aplrit ot national unity, but ie also o\JBOlutely u.n­nacaasary and artit1cully toatdred. 

'l'h&t tba ':f. t. . A.C, nfficera • trainlog eal'lp is not 11v1rol' UJl to the dor.ocratic !)088lb1li"es 6X81:1pl!t1od at ~ort Sill lo av1doneod by tho tollOU!llfl rae'ts. ..lthou'lh 1:egro and whit.e W.A. A. C. •s ~"' th, ir maala in the ou.oo hall , the colored l'IOII\On hre segr«:~~atod at separ&t& t.abl 9't \lh.i t o \'IOI'!Wn \\'ho, ror r oueon ot• l'r1&nl.lolitp or con­vonionce, bnv& wishod to et(tL w1th their Uttr.ro campn.ates hove been perdmptorUy or­dered away t'rom tbe •eolortj~ables. Colb;ed and wlli~e wonon ere housed in separate ~uar~ors. seperete hours bp o been eat for the uae or ~be swimming pool. noeently a oolorea service womdD'B cl~ hea b-e~m aot up. '!'ho sepe.reto service clubs hovt:ll boon declared ou: ot ~~ds .r~womon or tho opposite race . 

One o*~e r.oat glar1~aapeeto or d1aer ininat1on hue beon oonifest i n tho aaal!lllf\On~ or t1cet.a upon aduat!on, 1/hllo nll or th~ whHo officer eond!detes craduo tinft 1 he flret clae ave been aeoir;ned to rep;ulAr poets, rrobt ot tt\o llal!ro g roduo11,o ore still wo~ 1n11 a t du~ios WJuolly ass1rnod ~o non-co<11:11aa•onod ( ' ' nfticers . ..~efl such practJcea are viewed a.s a whole tt:ay octuall~' represent the deai~nat1on ol',tl:le llaPro ,_,:-...,en as pariahs "ho JT.ua~ not associate with their white follow orrieora 'upOn & bae1s or ·~ual ata~us . ) . . 
It 1e ~ e l neero belief that such dlserllll!llotlon is unnueouery. ence at Yort Slll would auegeat thi s conclusion. FUrther racts fl"'n the situation subetant1ate 1~ . Pe~1t co to cite hero e few lnoidents: 

,.,he expert., 
!loa l'o1nes 

I weo tol d of' one occa.s1on when tho colorod '.f. A. A, O. 1 0 went t o the awiWnJ.na poo l at the hour allotted them a nura'oor ol' Nhito \/,n. A.C. •a r&M1ned in tNI pool tor eoce tit::e into tbo bour assi1111ed to the colored or!icera. \:han the wh! toa lll>ond no intention or leavintt. one ot ~he colored W. A • • ~.r:. •a told them that 1 t wao th11 t ime tor tho letter to swim. ':'ho whi te wor'l&n in the pool, nmone whol'!l, I MI. told , wero aeveral SOut hern women , 1nY1ted the co lored \'l.t...r •• o. • a to coou on 1n to awio. ':'hoy • ....,. and bed a ploeaant t111e to(<etber. 1Ut when nowe or th!o bece."'ll known, I am 1ntomed ~bet an order wllB Ueued ro rb!dd!ng 'llbite and oolore4 J . A. A.C. • a to ew1J\ 'o~e\her ac:eln •••n t.hougb there wa.a no o'Ojeotion trom e.ither whito or colored . 



G'J - !ton. Hont'l-' L. Stilllson 
llnd 

l 'ra. O•etn Oul)J Hobby october za, 1942 

Anothtlt' &xampl G ot' the needlessness ot segreeation waa found ln the tact 
that several ot tbe colored oti'ieera have taught or are teaching all- white or oixed 
classes. For exaople, a thi rd otfioor, who 18 col o r ed, taup,ht a eleas of' forty; in 
CoJ!lpa.ny Admini stration, &.11 of whoc were whito o.nd at least hall' or whom were Southern­
ers. This ot"ficor, I tll!l informed, had no cl1tr1cult1 vd. th t he atu.deats, all of whon 
seij'rned to ha.ve g·reo.t respect und Brtecti on ror ber. I was in·tomed that a t.leutonant , 
also colored, taunht or is now teucb1t•g u class ot e1P')lty-elp)n; in l otor Transport , 
Convoy , and 3lack,out . TW&nty-eisht ot her pupils are liBflro and sixty are white . J .. t 
l east half of' the latter are Southerners. There has be~Jn no di l'l'iculty or any sort, 
I was told, and t he morale and ettietoney. of' her ole.ee a r e outatsndinp;. A,n()tber !!egro 
third ortlcer tuu~ht a c::leee of forty white v.omen in 1\ecountinr;. Another t h1:r·d o ff icer 
teaches an ell.-wbi te class in L!ess !lail.agement, at l east halt' of whom. ere Sou them born • 
whi l e still another third otrtcer. A. d1et1 titm, ~me in chnr~o o1' t l.!.o J::onus t•or a l l thir­
teen oesnes in the planni ng of \'H11eh she worked without fri ction a.nd \'Ji th fT't'(s!lt &, ,ccess 
with o;'1hite tflllow o1' 1'icers and students . I ba.vo beon told tbht when this inr'or.r.e.tion 
wU's published tho col(')ra~d WOrtWn involved \'lBS imediatel y rol1avod OJ' hor dut1tts !illld. o. a., 
&i~ed t o e job which d i d not involve t his type of responsibility. 

The wh1 te sOuthern officers• end atudon'ts ' at ti tud a . at t>os :~oines, i s pel"allel 
to that ot' thB white oftieerl3 at i:'ort Sill in thei r reletions tvith tha1 r colored offi­
cers . I was told of a case of a wbi to woman officer from; iasissippi who asked aol"".e 
ot tho colored otl'1cers why none o! the latter wot-n evor seen in cert ain public res­
tetn'anto or lles Uotnea. on b&in.g told t hat the restaurants \'t'tuld not serve col ored of­
ficers, un1 ess they were nceompented by VJhite persons, the whi ta 1!1ssisa1pp1 ol"Cicsr 
asked thu t t1l1enove r any of the color od otticors wa.ntad to tntt o t thesu r estc.u.rants 
end needed a white person to insure eurvice that she bo permittad to Uo so. I under­
stand this yo\Ulg womv.n had nover been out o r t.: 1ss1e&1ppi unti l she went to Des r:oines. 

' In addition to tbo abQva incidents , the ecnereli zatlou cun autn!y he, rr.nde t1~tL~ 
an &tlllOBpnere of friendly comrndeahip oxists botwean the colored and white wornon , wh1 oh 
makea the~e admihistrutivo bn~ri~r& all the ~re incon~ruous and unnecessnry . 

t 'ore: eerioua, in ·uy opini on, than tho l'act tho.t thA bHl'riure are urutticeaaar:: , 
1s tho ruct that tlloy ere in di rect vio l utio'1 of thll spirit or pl'OnouLtcomcnts tide by 
President RooseY~l t ana Director Hobby . Hrs . Hobby announced that the pa.tteru ot tl"tiin­
ing i n tbe 'II.A;A.!c . officers• ~"'"P would follow that in the J.my. lleepite widespread 
segregation in lt~e Amy, we mutt; congratulate it upon a most progr&Uive policy i n of­
ficers' tre.inine:\ camps such a~ yor t Sill, and other office rsr training school s . The 
·.v.r~. . A.C . caop hal! no& l ivod \lP to tb1e progre ssive extLmple set for i t by the nrcy. 
Presiden t Roosevel t in a radto artdross has pointed out tho unique ·oppor·tunities or' t he 
A'n'ny canp situution f'or a t rengt he•ing our notional unity. Ho sta.toa on soptef"lber 16, 
1940: ~ 

"In tha t!1..1 l1 tary service, Jl11&ricans from all walks or litet r1oh and 
poor, oountry- -bred end c1 ty-reised, t'armer, student, manuel laborer and 
white-caller worker, will learn to live aide by aide, to de90nd upon eAch 
other in 111111 tery dril ls and manoeuvres, and to appreciate each other's 
dipftity as Ameri can cit izens. 

"Universal aerviee tsill 'bring about not only grouter pr ope:'Bdness to neet 
the threat ot war. but a wider distribution of tolerance and under atandiRR 
to onjoy the bleaatnge of poa~o . w· 



14 -- Hon , l!enry L. St101s0n 
and 

Ura . Ovah Culp !lObby Octobor 26, 19'.2 

l .rs. ,!lobby obviously advoca,ed the sana principle when in July, 194:• , she weleoMd 

the t'iret orrtcer cand.idatoe at bes l!otnee, Iowa , with tho at"~•~nt: 

"In donning the unlfom ot t he Uni.t.od States .\.nny, : .l:n.A.r.. •a 
should. put aside O.}J- prejud_icea." 

Any type or secregation within a CMJ'I vi•>lutes the epirit or these steto­

r.ents and ~kes their 1mplementut1on 1Dpoas1ble. 

Tho aogregatton ln i>es t.o1nes, a aortbttrD ct ~, !s 1nu:tcusable when con treated 

with 'Wh•t 1e taking plaoo in tho train1n!: ot orticars in plecaa likll tort Sill an<! 
canp Hood and other places in tbe south. 'l'hla ropreoonts tho ootud i mposition or • 
pattern ot aegreeotion whore one etid not exist botore. 'i'bia tho ~edoru l novorn.,.,nt 

shoula not do. It is ey turthor conv iction that o.ny se}Jr ·agutiOJI in ')Oo ~:o tnes could 
be abcliobed inmediatal y and euccass fully. 

Cftptain Kennedy ot the Oftice or Public lleletiooo "' Daa t oines and othera 

there tolcl r.e that i1egro wocaen are not volunteering tor service in tbe ~t .. ".. . A. C. •a as 
expected . -:;Mn asked to nlve a reason ea to why this ~--as 83 • I told thee the" wo:Mn 
with tbe ohoracter and sslr-roopoct wbioh would mke tllem ot' ricora ot super ior quali<y 

are reluot«lnt to volunteer becauso ol' eegrecat.ion at ues 1:o1nos . I on atronttlY or the 
opinion thnt an announcement by the \·:6r nopurt.nu.tnt, throuc~h tl1e Seoretary of ~{Lr or the 
Direc tor ot the \I.A.A.O. •a tiUlt qogresotion 1a beinl.! o;bclhhed in the,W.A.A.C. •a \'IOUld 

result in the volunteering or t bp hi~h type or ,colored woman to tho extent daoirod by 
the Wnr Departnoct e.od all tho a' • interested in the walfere ol' our coun try. 

1f.1:CT1 

~ay I strongly urf.<l thu tllis atop ba . takaoh 

• 
\ '. 

: (Sl <tned ) 

l1oapecttully, 

secretary, l"'tionbl ASsociation tor 
tbe Advanconont ot Colored People , 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

89 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
TB.&PHott•• ALooHout.N 4·~081 

hovember 
25th 
1942 

~Y dear Urs. Rooseve~t: 

rncunn onJCDtl 

Thank you vldry oucb for you.r l etter of Novcurtbor 23 . 
In t he aamo ~ail came un ucknowledement from t he President 
through l.lr . L.clntyro . 

I t looks as thou.;h the ~es }Loines s i tuation h9.s been 
stra ichtened out mos t satisfactorily. Colonel Hoag ~s 
succeeded Colonel Foith , who, as you know , has been trans ­
ferr ed to Daytona Beach to establish u \'I.-lAO training sc:hool 
there . rl$ soon as Col ona l Ho~ had brouaht to hi s attention 
the order declaring t he service el uba out ot bounds be rea­
o lndod the o1•der. rllso I was e.dvised by t he ·,;aJ' Department 
in a conference 1udge Hast ie and I had l ast FTidQY, that 
the segregat ion of Ne31·o 11'itl/£ otticers h~.s boon corn.pl etel y 
elio.ina.ted and t hat ten J\egro 'auxiliaries who have CJUalitled 
~d been admitted to tho Ofticor Candidat es School ore not 
segregated there . Tbis is a most ~ratityin~ step snd one 
for whiob we buvo thanked the 'Jo.r Dopurtment. I enc l ose 
tor your 1n:t'o:rmet1on solf-oxpl anutory copy of let·t ·er I wrote 
to Colonel Uacy tollowing our i nterview. 

I huva had to uso great restraint to keep frOM writing 
you to ask tor an appotntment to discuos tho Situation i n 
England which, as you lalow, gave us ~reat concern . I t'e­
trained troo asking tor an appoi ntoen t to e ive you ti~e to 

·got straightened out a fter your exc ltiDG tr ip. I wn now 
spending Tueeduye, '.l.'odneodays ond Thursdays in ·~to shington . 
I t on any ot those days (or any other) you ean spare ca a 
few minut.e~.I would l ike- very ouch to telk wi th you . 

J ' \.IJ t · ~ t.'vor ·~·Lw_sb_ 
~ l) l;' j .r l-/ _.,....,... / Seoret o.ry. 

~s. El ea.oor Noosovol t 
Tho l1h i ta House 
Waehington , D. o. 

llll:np 
enel. 



•ukl.lct• ........ 
100 ... aolluett• ~ ... n 

Waolll.actoa, DO 

liT 4o&l' OoloRol ll&or• 

. lf&r I tako tla.lo •au of o01lf1J"a1DC 00' 11114&l'otall41Ds ot tbo otat-to 

Milo 1Jo till two OOilt&l'&llll 11114 1a fOV otfloo wl\11 :rUJIO\ to IOCl'O offioaro 

&114 au111u1ao ot till •-~~· • U"'J' J.gzUtur Carpo at lloo llol11o.t 

1. 7bo OH&l' 4aol&l'111& 8onloo Club #8 •out ot b....Jto• t or oolorod 

lloUD'o &ll4 8on1oo Olllll l l •out ot 'boull4o• tor tdl1ta "IAAO'o 'boo ball! rooo1114o4. 

a. •ac:r• lLUD ott1oaro &l'& 110 l OIIC&r ••c:recate4 eo tn u •t1Jic, lloul11c, 
::reo:reaUoa, o:r ..,Uoo are ooaoarae4 .o1tllor at till Jo:rt ar 1Jo tllo hotalo nhll 

Ill .. , .... - II ...... \1 till 'IUD'•· 
~. laaro .lttt1on ou414etoo * o ~4 otu!J:r oo.a414a ta oohool o11 llo..U.r 

l6 t:roa tho agz1lla:r1u a:re o011plotll1 ttotocrat .. ,.t th till otllor ott1o&l' 1114 ua 

IIOt -C&to4o 
/ 

h 11 00' u4o:rotall41Jic IIOW ~-' tllo :repq" ot \ha ••cro ott1oar who 11&4 

'1>1111 warii:1Jic wUII t'bo nlto '"rNUel ill ~·· .... ,_, 11&4 'boa11 :releaood 1o 

1Jo o:r:rar. ~ . \ \ ' 

I~ 11, 11-'hr, 00' r 11114outuoi~ll& t'bot oboul4, at "'lT U• 1Jo tho 

tlataro, tlll:re 'loo a ntt1o • .-r ot .. .,.. ott1oor ou414atoo t o to .. a oca­

poq o:r otllo:r ult till WAAO !'\_4~ _aot otato tllat tllor will aot Ito PQt 1ato oopa­

rato aaHo. 8tato4 o_.'bot~~o:re11tl7, it lo 111 11l14o:rotall41oc that tllo:re ba.o 

ltooa 110 •llut• ~-1~0 poltU""ot t11o ~·• wllloll oauod tllo ·-•Uoa 

ot tllo tilL'ot ottoe:r ooA414atoo •o .... , di:reotlr t:r .. o1Yll1111 lifo lato tra1a-

1ac •• ott1oo:ro 

lf&r I "" ttlallr vco t t till - ' • ooao14o:r t'bo oatoltl1o11Mat a ow of 
a poltor alola~'bo 1a o J'altr wUh t'bot ot \lao War Deper-Jrt 111 till 

\M.1a1ac ot M ._ ottl , UMlr, tho oataltl1o....,t ot a pol101 ot ao 

ooc:reaaUoa ao 1..( _t Part 8111 u d otbo:r otf1oor oaa414ato ooboolo. 

lf&r I ozp:reoo app:reo1aUca to t'bo 'IUD'• f or tbo -rooUoa of MYOJL'Ol 

Ot tko utartwaat& p:rao\1001 *lob t..-..4 tho 'boola ot 111 lo\t&l' to J'OU ot 
llotoM:r 18. . 

Ool. 1. laol. J1Mt 

·-·· ~ .t.a:Uia:rT o...,. 
Wa:rllo,.nMat 
llullu.tea, D. O • . , 

her •1Doerelr , 
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h~I, H. Y, , ...... ,..., 
,.~.-., ... , .. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

November 30, 1942 

¥y deAr Mlos Thompson: 

UICUtiYI ON'ICU.t 

WUIUW..H t uunu't 
W IUIII 

Al-lllfUf ICC. I UA't 
I.OUO. , f lU UUII , . ., .... .... ..,. ..... 

,,.,,..._., cw•u..r. 
~nIL ...... ,..,. ••u• M CM I.._., 
, ,,. J. t.un t. f-..K N .. _ 
AUNU. L h•t 

AMlltut fiU.O U(.UtWU 

O..UlMtl .. c..v .... 
,.~""' uo ,. ... . , ... 

........ ... J .. u.. J• ... , • • , .. « .. 
ru-11 0. J:UYU 

41N1t• • •••n•r ,....,, , • ..,, •u••••to• .. ......, 

I • 

27th. 

Thank you for )'Our l e tte r of the 

I will be a t the White Hous e at 

three o' clock Tueaday, 

Ever 
stta 1'1} - ,._[\ ' '~ 

\\L_~~ 
acretAry 

Mias Mal vina c. Thompaon 
Secretary to Mr•• ~oo•evelt 
The White Houaa 
Washington, D, C. 

WW1 RR • 

•' 

' 
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Doer\ Wr. llbi te 1 

Mn. !tooeowlt tella • tr• t you 
oaked tor U.o noM of tbo 7"11111: eon ot 
TUaloopo 1ft • h<>a abe hoo bean 1nter .. ted. 

He uo -

-l- O.cll r.tencn 
- lll.BUI- .Urllue, til'S 

Tlwkopo, U ob .. o. 

lln.Roooewlt 10t b1o ..- tr<a 
111u Viole Iloo, ot U. Jo11111 ...,, , Yooau .. ol 

Fo.....,ot1on, and wrote to bla. Ho boo wr1 t.ten 

Naulor~ "'er • period ot • · aht or ten oont.bo 

md , .. ., to bo ukitl' •toa<b proanoo. Ro boo 

noor poooed U.O Mntel tloot. tor tho o ttiooro 

candidate ocbool. 

.,.. • hl tlor :11\1 te 
sa Piftb A .. ,.. 

Ill• Jollc , - J ollc 

( Seorotory t.o 
liN. !loooowl\ 

f:ote I "Ill wrJ te 
otter OhrJow• 

0 
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I like tho ide A or t~e ... tins you 
waAt, but before D&k.J.ne the UT&Jlt...ata , I 
would like A ob&Doe to uik ._rtloial1y with 
lla4aM Cbian& lCt.i• Shok OJ>d e eo how eho t .. lo 
about It AOd Aloo to tlnd out whAt oho aisht he Able to do wl\1le ~~ 1o In tMo ool8>try. 
8he will aot do o.ayti>IJ1t tor two ..,.tho u 
tho dootoro ....,t her to epol1d thot ....,uot of 
tiao In t ho hoopital And olio .y 110t t ool olio o&D do •~oh &!tar that . 1 will l•t you know whet I tlnd out. 

the l' r eetdct told M th• other 
aitht thot i f you Aro wl.lllnt; to Ch'l up the 
ut1·1yaohiJ1t bill ADd Aooe pt tho bUl whlob 
he ·~••ted to you . ha felt aura ha oou14 t • t it pooood. I think you ohould write A lott.r 
About It .. It ..,uld .... bettor to cot 11hot tlw 
Proold..,t auto throuch, tllom to walt ..,d try 
to t•t e a..thl.n« pa11~ whioh ha t eel a aJ.r.ht, 
1D the tad, be daol~red U4oonat1tut1onal . 

Cordial~ yovr1, 

Ur. l1altor White, Secrott.ry 
N~t · l . Ae aoo . for Advanoanent of 

Colorod' P•ople 
69 Pltth A•· 
New Yor:.C • NY IJCT : hy 
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T H E WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

} 

/ ... 
• •I ' , 

• White: 1 like the idea or the mee~ 1ng 
you want but before making the 
arrangements 1 would like a chance to 
talk unorf1c1allY with Mme. Ch1nng 
and aee bow ahe reels n~out it and nlao 
to tind out what ehe might be able t o 
do whi l e ehe 1& 1ft t h1e country. She 
w1ll not do anything for two months 
ae the doctors want her to epend thnt 
amount of time in the hoepitnl nnd nhe 
myaY not ree l ahe can do muoh otter t hat 

w\ll let you know whnt 1 t1nd out. 

The President told me the other night 
. thnt if you are willing to g1ve up 

the anti-lynching bill and noce?t the 
b ill which ho suggested to you, he telt 
eure he could ge t it paaaed. I think 
you ahould wr1te n letter about 1t as 
it would be betterto re t whnt the 
President want• pa•• • through thnn to 
wait and try to set eometh1ng r~ssed 
which he taele might aaxt in the end 
be declared unoone t 1tutionnl . 

E.R. 

• 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

) CUCUTIYl OFFICUt 

W.UfU WMITI dUn AU 
Ito' Wll.liiU 

4.1-IIIUIIIJ UC-UTU'f' 
101101, Till Clll ll 

TM UI GOOO MAitiNAI..t. 
II'CCIAL COUIIIII'!.. 

T&LJl~ON·I ALAoHOUIN <4-~IJIJ I !. DAllY L !..AMNII 
fiii.O UC.UTAIIt 

\0 OBiciDl Organ: The cn.u ( tu.• J. e.uu .. . . 

\" c ~ • ~,~ ~ ~ 1 ./ ~:=t'L' r::~· \;r \ \ ' l\\ {F' AUI.If.UUIIUliiCII1,~\'t.l 

'

i'. ' \.l \ . r / ..1'0> ·' c1,"ifc,~;, ~:•:•o•oijt1 l~~ 

~l ltJ 1ft..: ·!, · J "~!~;,f";.(L,.N'V 
F f..,, o~.,,.~'\f.>' 

\ 

I '~ •••tt U.f1 '"' 
Deceml>or • /\!J' ~1 """~ • ' "" u 

~th ' lq, r. ' ' A) 'f:' I " ~I ~ 
1942 JY ,,,.. \V ~ 1:!·' ~·· 

~'.}·~ ~"1~- .\ •. ·w~t··~~ lr 1 h ~Y dear ~s. Roosevelt : \ I \ r~ J ~ ~ ' 
\ (' , I' 

Since I tull<od with you l •st Tuoede I h:>ve l)itlin f.,t ('fr 
birth to un idea wbich I bopo you Y>ill O.J'pr ove lllld bel~ • I Y 
us bri ng to conslll'tlOUtion. It 1.s this: · ~· 

Tbut \1hen Lmo . Chiu.ng Ktsi-Shok r oeovers suCficlently 
to oo.ke u sp.eech, vJo ut-rtuVJe , e i ther unde r a.u&picea. or the 

lt.ACP or ot' a group or orgo.niz.utions interostsd in the na ­
tional and gl obal uspects or the color problem, or ot a 
distinguished l i st of sp.onaors . u nQn-parttsan , bi- racia l 
progr3al at which llio . Chten_g woul:l be one of the chief 
spenk»rs . Cther speakers we h~d in Bind o re : yourself, 
if you woul1 be gracious cnouj: h t o do so, Pearl 3uek, 
.lendoll :allk i~J tlnd a d1st 1ne u1shed .~erJcan r &,!ro. ,.e 
h~ve in mind usklng Congresswoman Cluro Boothe Luce to 
rres ide because or tho 1nt1c.utt,l knowl ed::,e nf the t;h\nese 
:;.nd I ndia.n situat i on w!11ch $h$ .1;'o1m~d on her recent trip 
to thoso eountrjes . 

I'his prob~bly wi ll 
.,.,.e boHove t~t &..iQh o f 
Y.eep in mind the n~ber 

seeM l ike t o o ~Ary 
those we ho~ ~ ... 111 
of othoJ• ~ r..e '.tkd r s . 

SP£1 (\l;e rs. 9u't 
p:lr t ic i pa te v.·tll 

The purp.oso bd.ek or t his i & t o '!'onus utte r.t i or. of 
~rica.ns on the e lobal nt~.t-uro of the question o f s!ri n colC'>r 
o.nd "wb1te euprer.LtJ.cy" botl1 t:.S o. r .JCtor in t· .. 1na.1n ; l..t,.; w.1r 
und in winnlrlg tho p~uea . I believe t t.era wil l be no tl i f ­
ticulty tll\a t ever ln getting un overflcm meet in:< <.~.t !.::.td 1son 
~qUil}'6 Out"den und 'Nsd1o t1me on ull thrtto nBt\:o r k$ , u lth 
90 d iatlneutsh.ed u.n urr <ly of speake r s . 

how I cone to tho r equests I uunt to make of you : 
1) YIOUld you ba willin;o: t o vu>· t l ol!"te In suoh c moetln,~ 
2 ) :,·ould you be s ood enounh to .: ive l"'tl your ver~, f l'tink 
opinion or t he value und t he J'IOS&ib111t1eu or st~oh a J,:ooting'"r 
3 ) i1ould yon be will i na to ox tend the i nvi t ·J tion to r.me . 
Cb l ens'l 

rhe suegest lon h4 ~ bee n made tha t I t~ke th l~ up r.1th 



".rs. ::1ea.nor itoose:velt - 2- ..>eoor.11>er 5 , 194.2 

tho \lh ineoo . .mb>ssn~or . I , or oourae , 11011ld be r.la~ to do th!o tr you thtnk 

I shoul d . J ut it would be much l'loro e.-toctive it you apoke t o r·.,e. Ch!o.ng and 

pe.rt;,ape to tho . .nboess.dor . 

• 

~a. tloanor Roosevelt 
'!'he ~'h ito .houao 
•eahington; ~ . C. 

IJ:i: np 

•• 
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·NEWVORK NY 14 7 56P 

MRS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELl 

WtfiTE HOUSE 

/ 

, . ' . 
.. / 

DEC Jl) !) II f'il 1212 

BOARD OF ~I RECTORS HAS JUST VOTED APPRoVAL OF wEtTING OF 

WHICH I WROTE YOU AND PROVIDED THAT EVERY CENT ABOVE 

ACTUAL EXPENSES WILL BE CONTRIBUTED TO EITHER UNITED CHINA 

WAR RELIEF OR TO WHATEVER CAUSE MADAME CHIANG SELECTS 

• WALTER Will TE, 

./J .. 

. ) 

.. 

v > v J 'i) ,l 
( 
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Dec~r 18, 19!~ . 

'I'll• Prea1d""~ toea lA,~ t.lle 
Atl.omllf Oenoral - no CIIICh 11bou~ hie 
1de11e on tbb B1ll ..n1 •0\lld havo I'IDN u..., to d1ocueo 1~ wl tl\ u group tlw> ho 
would . !her. tore' he eua .. :v~tt.a t.h~t you 
<Wee on nppo1ntJ>ent with thu At1,omo7 
Oenorl'l, &n'J diocwoo it wi~h l.tct, 

lr. .:n l~er hite 
Hnt.iOn·\l at oci t.t.ion foJ' 
t.ho ,,(,.!v1 nccnent. o r Col oJ•cd I eopl o , 
69 Yift h .. venue 
t;e., Yot'k, Now Yor k . 

/, :; 
I I I 

VuJ 

( 
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~ ftOMAL Of11CUS ,... .. .... . .,.., ...... ..... 
, ........ ., '* ..... 

OL Leu._. T. WU•t 
4(rllll , ....... .. ., 1M& .... 
~, Clll.U-.&a L T OMl 

.,.._ClOy , ........... ,. 
n e t 1ae.l• _ ... - ·L ........ 
r..-..c-. w-

~M 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

811 Fl"" AVINUI, NllW YORK 

T........,... , AL•ot-t.ll" 4 -lell 

Olidal O.ron: The Crilb 

Ooee~.bor 

16th 
19~~ 

'u.•c 0. Ru vu ........... , . .,, .... ., .... ,, 
• MMIII.fOIII IIIU .. W 

Your letter tr~narttttnc t~o Freshlent. ' s su:· !Oat ton 
re.~u rJ in.; tho un tt- lynchtn~ blll cune or. thn d4~· t)n t 
our !Jourd .ne t to aotcrn tno the l o :t.sLtion \·Je plunned 
to u.&t: the inoonlnr Cone,roaa t.o cCinsider. I tlterofcra 
shared your letter •, 1 ~h ~he Jc.. rJ . 

n f ter vor y lenethy ditoucst on the Ooar! ln&tructod 
no to Jsk you to any t o the Yro$1dont th~t thoro or e so 
1+1..1ny ranU'ic~tions involved i r. th~ issue \10 ttO••ld like 
!it. orportunity or .. uucuestng :-.he r:·1.tt ·~r \~ttt. the l>reaUont 
r rtor tO the Ot•Onin•• of tho 78t h Con-:ress. :ttll you be 
.!Ooi! etto.u~h to l•t. oR '·nC'I\ ! f tl-11> ~:x:n;l:! be: poaetbl t\ • 

Lrta. ~leono1• ICOOIUVUlt. 
The :Jhlto '·OUtiU 
~osh1nston, D. c. 

W:.i:np 

• 
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r--or n , l9U 

!Alar llr. l!lli t. r 

111'0, !looee.,.lt ooko ""' to toll 
JOU tnat ehe re ce Jw d tho Mt;A&iNI 'll'hJoh 
JOU aon t Ai tl\ )Our Utter or Dl ... bor •• 
Sbe l'11bee • to thank youfbr tendin~ them 
and tor odllnc: hor o tt:ention t o U.e opeoiol 
art~clee, 

Very • incerely )'CIW"a 1 

II>'. 1111 tor l'hi to 

S.oret.rr to 
llra • Rooae,el t 

116 Uonal A• oooia tl on t or. t.ho 
AdYonco111nt. ot Colored People 

89 l'ittl\ Aftn,. 
!lew York , New T ... k 

I • 

• 

0 

• 
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HUJDI•f 
AI1Mtll L , , , • .,,_. 

(JUIIIlU ., tMI ..._U 

0.. Uillt T. ••••n 
•n••• <-•AJ••u ., '"' ..._. 

""· Qu.nu c. , ... ,. 

.,._ClOy 

~.N. Y. ............ , ............ ,.. 
I I<MeM, V•• 
S.. L...-1• , ....... ~ w-

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FlnH AV!.NU!, NEW YORK 

December 
4th 

1942 

Dear Cl-1. Roose•elt: 

. . 

DICVTfYI Of'I'ICIItl .. , ..... , 
IIIO'f W I\JUII 

.UIISUIIIt ttCilTUI 
UUO&. 1•1 CIUIS 

TMV ..... M.......U. 
II'I.CU.L CMJl.M_t, 

D.i.IST &. i.u.NI I 
nuo Mt enut 

ILt.A J, auv 
L PMD .. IC H.IIOW 
hAALL L "" *" ...... ~~.. .......... ,._. 
CII!Ati.tn'l a. C'lll••' 

,_I UCin .... l'ltNIOftOI 

~I. Jt;UJ,JI , 
TOVTlll .... n ... 

F•••• O, llluus .•..... ,._..,., ......... ,, 
••IMIICITOIII 11/UAU 

. Undor aerero.to cover I 3rt eendiotJ you copy of 

Tho t:tt.tion of Deoomber 5 , cont.1dninf'l' un 'U't1cle ".11m 
C"rOw --co;;-: .. broad" by .loseph !ullan ot the Col~bio 
Broa.dcaa;ing Syste.m, who hoe just returned t r oo ~lru~ , 

which will intereet you in the light of your recent -c.rl ;­
lllld our conversation or ba~ 1\leeday • 

nnd I olso send you copy or the rocent 1saue or 
Collior •a nw.gazino contalning an art iclo by ·::;.1l ter Duvonport, 

"l'be t,eero Litts lUa teed", a.nd a copy ·or the January 
~rie~n &agozine which b#a on Ar~iela , •The Black 8r31n 
Trust• by 'llilliW!I n • ll . Blrn!o. 

lt ie oneouraglng that oocazines l!~e Coll!or'o, 
l\ID8r1e.un, ll'ortune , ~ u.nd othars ~1\ich t.ad not 

hi therto published artleleo or atorioa obout tho l:eero 
are now recQBDizlna the ~~ortucce of tbe race cueattou . 
I want to utter o word of caution , honevor, i n reading 
lr. Birnio ' o article -he !o much too rlnttor ing in hie 
o~ntt ubout cyaolt . So , ploBso discount that port 
or ~;he article . 

~a. Eleanor Aoosevelt 
't'lte 1/h ito liOWIO 
W~shln~ton , D. c. 

1/'l:np 

c~ 
~oretary . 

' 
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l ( ~ ·. 
JMuary 4, 1913 

~-r "r. Wh1tel 

I wee Yery •uoh etruok by an artlol e 
by "r, Brown which I taw 6n the Negro preae. 

I haYe aeen a ver y cona1derable 
nucbPr ot Na~o p~pere recently and I feel 
t ha t a certain nu=ber ot them are not 
very reeoonalble. For that reason I 
wee glad to eee that a colored tnan had 
t he •atur1ty to or\ t 1c1 &e 1n aa teaperata 
a way ae kr. Brown hae 1n pc1nt1ng out 
t he t eulte ot the preee. 

I hope that you w1ll read the 
artlole and that you will tell eoce ot 
the Naf{ro .,., 1tore thet they would do a 
cuch greater aervloe lt t hey made th~1r 
paper• r eally rupone1ble and that betor·e 
.they made any real attack, to make aura 
t o aeoertaln taote. 1 think 1 t 1e right 
t o bring out ev~ryth1ng wh1oh le really 
wrong but I think ln th1e partloular a1tua­
tlon ae ot today, l t la neoeeeary to be 
ebpulutely eure ot one 1 ~ ground knd not 
try to lntlucnce ln ony way. 

Very elncerely youra, 

I I 
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Plll:liH .. 
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Jnnuary 7, 194:>-

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: 

Thank you for your ·letter of January ~ which 
; has been forwarded to me here. 

In my opinion, it i s most unfortunate that 
Warren Brown ' s article will be used, as 1t is 
already be i ng used, to olaim that the grievances 
of Negroes are illusory. I fear t hat its a ppear­
ance in a magazine Wi th t he enormous c irculation 
of the Reader • a Di~est, vrhioh Alexander l!oollc o t t 
told me l ast Satur ay is now i n excess of 
7,000,000 , will do a good deal of harm. 

Yesterday, f or exam~le, I received oopy of 
a Dallas newa payer which reprinted the article 
in ful l, along with an adver tisement of the KU 
Klux Klan. 

In sayi ng the above, I do not for a moment 
assert that the llegro press i s Without fault. The 
NAACP, for example, has constantly emphasized the 
absolute neoeaai ty of ,checking facts with meticu­
lous oare and underplayi ng , r ather t han overplaying , 
the stories even when the facts have been ohaoked. 

But as you already t~ow, better t han almost 
any other person in the United States, there is e 
tregio number of oases tor legitimate grievance. 
Artioles' l1ke those written by Mr. Brown and 
Virginius Dabney and John Temple Graves play r i gh t 
into the hands of those who are determined to 
maintain the stat us quo no matter what ~he- cost to 
the war effort. the Negro . and the oountry as a 
whole. 

to 
I am writ i ng my New York oftioe asking them 

send you a oopy ot a letter I nave wri t ten to 

' 

. ' 



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt -2- January 7, 1943 

!rnoat Angell , president of the CounGil f or DomoGraoy of whose Board I am a member, whioh will give you a more detalled opinion of Kr. Brown's artiole. 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt Apartment 15-A 
29 Washington Square West New York, New York 

ww p 

Ever a1n or ly, 

Direotor 
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Deal' Mra. Roosevelt 1 

Here 1a copy of rq letter to 

the Council tor Democracy about Mr . Warren 

Brown•a article whloh glvea rq meaeured 

opinion of the artlole. 

Ever 

Ml'a. Bleanor Roosevelt 
The Wh1 te Houae 
Waahlngton, o. c , 

WW1!1R 

Secretary 

.. ~ 

( 
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December ?9, 1942 

Dear Mr.Angell: 

I t the posit i on of the Council fo 
by the art1cle by Dr. "/arron fl rolc"ll in the' 
Literature o! Decemb,er 19, and t he January·~;:;:~;::.; ·~;.r;~ 
It wl11 be 1mpoee1b le ror me to continue 
of the Board ot tho Council. , Be ro 
however, I want to place frankly before ·-
point ot vie'lt. 

In ~y opinion Dr. Bro.vi~~ieouss1on or the Negro press 
is tmmature and ens-aided t n extent that, app~aring 
in a maga~1ne with the eno culat1on o! the Reader•' 
Dig4at, it can do tremend I do not quarrel~n-nia 
aeaertion that some ot th. 'egr newepepers do not cb•ck th~ 1r 
taots carefully enough prlo publication . I egree in a · 
large measure with hie critic of over-emphasis on cri~e in 
tbe Negro preae. I might even urther than he in cr1tic1eing 
certain other char~cteriatlcs and acts of eooe of the N~gro 
papers. 

But Dr. ri~ht into the hnndo or enemiaa of 
the Negro and o_ ' completely ignoring the tact that 
the Negro press acko and publi&hee facta ~bout mis-
t~atment or Neg othen!i~e 'itould never see the light 
or day . He t enore Peeons why Negroes Juetifiably look 
vith au•picion on news stories appear ing 1n th~ white prP.es 
regardin groee . There ie a long and tragic hietory respon-
sible thl8 attitude. Though t.here has been some improYe:nPnt 
in th treatmen or news about Negroes in tho whtte preae, there 
rem~ s much ye to b~ done . And muoh or that improvement has 
been e to the rrorte or Negro net<spapers 1n get ting the rs.cts. 

~~~~do I diaegree heertlly with Dr. Brown's aosert1on 
that the egro press doea not featurP decent attitudes on the 
part or white people. Over a long period or aoquaintanceehip 
with the Negro preas I have round an almost pathetic eagerness 
on tbe part of many of the Negro newtpapere to publi~ite worde 
or ~ote by white people Which indicate a decent attitude on 
race. 8omet1mea th18 tendency leada to an dmoet unor\tical 
aoceptsnce of some white people who later are found to bP. 

I 
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~otivated by eelfiah ~otivea. 

Dr. Brovn'a sweeping etatement that when the Ne~ro preee publiehee •newe 
of the white co~munity, it ie eenerally an account o f the white ·man at hie 
worst• could be very e~81ly refuted. For exa~ple by ccunt1n~ both the 
numbe r of ator1ee and the lineage of thoao etoriee within the laat few ~onthe 
regarding apeecbee, article& a nd books by euch white A~ericena ae Peerl Buck, 
W8ndell Willkie,. El~enor Roosevelt , Bu~ner Wellee , the Preeident, Senator 
Wagner, Claire Luce, aa well aa the Falr ' Employment Practice Committee Rnd 
the OIO, and 860~ciea· llke t~e Council for Democracy, the Ywc•, Freed~~ 
Houee, the Council Against Intolerance, and other& which have taken a atend 
on th.e national and global problema affecting color d people, I 

But I do not want to go into a lftngtby diacue ion nf ~ne ~erita or 
demerits or the Negro preee. Instead I v.nt to poin out that, ae presented 
ln tbeee articloa and ln cert~1n pbaoee of the ·~!em sndum on Survey ot 
N~gro-\~ite Attitudea• prepared for the Council b Brown, hie immaturity 
and tiaoroQan~es of attitude le auch that I rd to remain on the 
~card of th~ Council if the Oouncll 1s attitude and on race ia to 
be based on Dr. Brown'a Judgment, The r eference in the °Kemor~ndum on Survey 
or .Negro-Wbite Attitudea•, to which I refer ia tbat 1n which be etate•: "The 
Negro, however doeo not demand the r1g stay at tho same bottle, to eat 
1n the aame reetauranto ae the wb1tea He 1 not intet·~ated in 60Cilll inter­
cour•e. He only wsnte the vP.ry tbi thR tne-vhitee ere moat willing to 
aee hl~ get - th~ ri~hta to decent obo a a decent way of living, • Thie 
ia tbe attitude which Negroee labl a • ole To~•. It reveals a eballownees 
o! thinking which ia inexplicable in n who h~s hAd the educational · 
edvantagea of Dr. Brown. Those who hav rked to keep t~e Negro in a 
poaition of interior etatuo have used the bear or •sooiol equality• .aa 
the chief Red Her'rin;; to prevent 1ntell1~ent and sane thinking by either 
whi tes or NP-gro~o on the r ion, Dr. Brown may not obJP.ct · to bolng 
bRrred from a place or pu odation beceuee he ls a Ne~ro, ~ut no 
s elf-reopecting Negro, S th or Nor , would willingly eubmit to being 
barred from eating a meal in pe~ce attending a concert or otay1ng at a 
hotel because hP. ie a Neg • And ae for eoc1al intercourse, who should h11ve 
the right to determine whe er t individuals abould ~~ow and reapeot eaeb 
othe r ee friends except the diviousls concerned? 

I don't ~a make this lett er too long but the re are oo~e qf 
Dr. Brown's eta menta which are eo untrue that they cooe danger ously cloae 
to crl.m1n1Ll 11 1, One o theee 1e his eweep1ng ate.tement regarding the 
three Negro eo diera no~ der eenteno~ or death for alleged rape upon a 
white woman at lexandri , La. · I know how !alee b1s gen~ralir~tlona are 
because the NAI ia b ing th1e case, At least two or the three aoldiera 
e.nd pouibly all igbt have the baois for legal action agalnet 
Dr. Brown and pf!rhape againet the Coomoll for Democracy stnoe his article 
1• publiebed under the auep1eee or the Council. That wlll be determined 
by the appeal which the NAACP baa tiled on behalf of these three aol­
diero; 

I do not know what the eouroea are or Dr. 8rown°a assumption that the 
~egro pre•• baa in any way exaggerated the facto regarding the errorte or 
cer ta in Ameriosna to carry J1m Crow t o England and to other countrioe. Therf! 
1• n~t. the al1ghteat quaat1on that thia baa been done not only by individual 
aoldiera moat of them trom the South, but there 11 no doubt that the 1saue 
baa been dl8ouued in Parl1uent e.nd that it 1a atill one or the graveet 
Utuationa to be found ln thooe partl of the vorld to vh1cb AmericP.n troops 
have been aent, The NAACP baa ample evidence eatabliahing these fact• . 

Finally the moat vicious and untrue etatement and 1mpreseion made ia Dr. 
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Brown'• maJor contention that Negro neYBpapere , or~ni&ationo and leader t are 1 oreat 1ng rae hl tent1on. Thie it preoiuly the line being tollC»<ed by •oared eoutharn liberal• like John Temple Grave• or the Birm1n~aa ~-Herald and which il unworthy ot an orf&ni&ation liko the Council tor Oeaocraoy. Le t me etate t hil in a eiaple analogy. A man baa been boating hil wife regularly for years. Eventually aha muater• up oourage enough to protee t agointt being ailtreated. Thl byetander thereupon chargee her with baing t~e CAUII or the trouble. Perhape thil il over-einplitiad, but I ~liave you vill ga t the oo1nt . Or. 9 ro¥n it eo ooapl~tely ignorant or the trend or thinking among Negroae thet euoh a charge made by him under the aeupioea or an organi&ltion like the Council fer De~ocracy aaeumet a ?Ot~nt1al dang~r ot nanacing proport1one, 

To pem1t me to determine what action I ahall 1\J-e I request from you ae pret ident or the Council tor Democracy, a re t to the above quaetion ae t o who 11 going to determine the~C~~~~ attitude and policy on rac e. 

P.s. -

Ever ainoerely, 

ed) WALTF:R WHITE 
Secretary 

Juet after diotati the ab e " young Negro eolcfie r home on furlough told me of the cold k1ll1ng by military polio~ o~ fiv~ Negro eold1ere ln a Tezae oam within a period or the l3ot three veeta , Cenaorahip kept the newe or any or theae from being published or L~ovn Dr, e rovn diam1aaee complainta of Negrooa as being 1 Exagge ~. 

Mr. Ernewt ~gell, Preeident 
Council tor Democracy 
11 Weet 42nd Street • Nev 'lorlt City 

WW:np 
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L~ dear Ura. Roosevelt: 

Thank you tor your understandinG l etter ot 

January 11. After all these years we hnve a~ last 

tound aanetbins on whioh we ore not in oom!)lete 

a6l'eement. J.:ay I supplement wha t I said a 'b out 

Dr. Brown's artiole wi~h t he enolosed oopy ot a 

column I wrote for the Chicago Defender ? 

Aa an oxam»le of the enormous Odds whioh t he 

llegro has to f16ht right here in the na t1onal 

oapital, I eend you also memoranda which have 

puaeed 'between .1. John :!-ogan , Director ot the 

COODpl1anoe Livlsion of th~ ' .. ar Froduotion ~oard and 

llr . C. \iilaon J,uoom, AdminietraUve Assis tant 

ot the same division, who i s about to 'be f ired 

beoause he tried to live up to ~he President's 

Executive Order regarding emplo~ment of qua l ified 

Jlegroea. 

Here is a tine young white man who desires 

to do the right thing oven at the oost ot hia Job. 

I learned from him end fl•om many ot hers t hat the 

attitude ot ur . Logan is prevalent among a good 

many ot t hoae who are ohargod with the reaponai'bil­

ity ot hiring and tir ing. 

This kind ot episode along with the bigger 

and more tragio ones suoh as !.!r. }Jollutt •a sudden 

oalling oft of the Pair Employment Praotioe committee 

hearings on discrimination 'by r ai lroads and rai l way 

unions oause many or us almost to despair. It ia a 

hard Job to keep one's ohin up at times. 

It is 'beoeuse ot wh~t we run into every day 

ot the week and Rlmost every hour ot the day that 

oauaes us to !eel aa we do about an a rticle Whioh 

gives the impreaaion that almost all of the 

llogro •e grievanooa are imaginary ones. 
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Urs. Eleanor Roosevelt -2- January 14, 194~ 

Inoidentally, did you know that Brown was seoretary of the 
Ueroh on Washington Yovement and that he made strenuous attorta 
to get a Job w~th the Fair Employment Praotioe Committee--both 
of whioh are now under fire aa "lltirrins up trouble"? Friends 
of Dr. Brown tried to get me to help him get a Job with FE~C, 
but I deolined to"lo eo beouuae it is egcinst tho IAACP'e 
polioy to ask for Jobs for individuals . 'Th1s is the same man 
who later got e Job with tho Oouno11 for Domooraoy where it 
eeoms his attitudes towarde "agitation" have ohangod. 

l.!re. Eleanor Roosevelt 
fhe 'lrhi te House 
Washington, D. C. 

VI'!/ p 
enols- 5 

Dirootor 
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TO: 

!i'ROl! : 

SUB.T3C'!': 

•· AR l'RODUC TIO!I BOARD 

~aahington, r. c. 

Deoember 7, 1942 

I 

All Regional Compliance Chiots 

H. J, Dowd, Chief 
Enforcement Branoh . 

' ' 
Changes in Complionoe r 1v is1on r ersonnel 

C'n november 12, 1942, an organization ohsrt 
or the Complianoe Division was transmitted to you, 
together with an explunation of the tunotions of lhe 
various branohes, seotions and units thereof . Siooe 
that time , there have been oer t ain ohane,es in llersonnel 
or wh1oh eaoh or you should be aware. 

t:r. A. E. Davis has replaced !.lr . il i oherd 
'!'homyson as De~uty :hief, ~roroemont Eranoh. 

1:r . u. H. i\endrioh has been aprointod Chief 
of the l! eview !Jeotion . 

l'r. c. Wilson tuoom has taken over the ou~ies 
of Adminis trative Officer in t he O! f ioe of the ~eoutive 

Aeaiat~t . 
I 

. 
I I 
\' 
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Compliance Division 
Temporary "E" Building 

l.!El!ORU:IlUl! 

TO : 11 . JOHN lOGAtl 1 

January 8, 1943 

DIREC 'l'OR, OOI.ll'UA!IO! DIVJSIO!I 

FRO!.!: 0. WILSOll WCOIJ (SIGNED) 
ADIIINI S'l'RA'l'I VE ASSI STAll'!' 

• 1 

The pUrpose ot this memorandum ls to olerity my st atue in the 
posi tion ot Administrative Assietant, the actual duties ot whioh 
I am now performing f~r the Compliahoe Division ) 

On January 5, 1943 you called ~~ into your 1qft1oe and aaid that 
Yr. Richard T. Shi elds would be in oharge oi s new reorganization 
ot the Compliance Division and that ainoe he w~a not familiar wi t h 
the technioel aspects ot administration and organization ano that 
I was en expert, you were ordering me to handle al l the tsohnioal 
details. I requested thot (einoe your recognized me aa en expert) 
I be allowed to express 'Dly opinion as to the soundness and Lhe 
Justifioati <Jn of the contemplated r eqrganiza tion end you concurred. 
You further s t ated that after the contemplAted reorgani zat ion i a 
completed that you could no t be "su:re" whether or not I would stay 
in~ position i n charge or adm1n1atrnt1on for the Division, nn~ 
th•t you might "find'' some other plaoe t'or me in the I:1v1s1on-­
probably in another seot1on. 

/' I s poke to Ur . ' )lliielda and said that I would cooperate 1c 
every way possible, I also told him that 1o view of your eta~e­
ments abou t the uncer tainty of continuing to perform the actual 
duties tor whioh II am cow reaponaible, i t woul6 seem to me an 
explanation ns to wba; you actually meant should b.; aiven me . l.:r. 
Shields said tha~ it waa only tair that this be done. I re;eated 
that ! ,would continue to perform my present ao ~ual duties and to 
also give ~i~ aay and all aaaietance that he needed, regardleas ot 
the !aot th~l a clarit1oat1on ot ~ status seems neoeaaary. Lr· 
Shields req~~ated a budget figure from me wh ioh I gave him and he 
then reques~ed other materiel whioh I said would require e day or 
mor e to ass~~le. I have in every way oooperated wi th Lr · Shields 

. and intend to continue doing so. 

Yr. Logan, sinoe you en tered on duty Deoember 17th, my only 
ottioial oontaot with y. u waa n single oocesion whe n,.,you oalle~ me 
into your ofti oe and asked i f I had requested negro ll'lerke :for work 
in the Co11trol Unit. I told you that I had requested o lerks for 
t he Control, as the work was falling behi nd, nnd since beins told 
nesro olerks were the only availabl e personnel at that srado and 
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Memorandum to: w. J . Logan January 8, 1943 

salary, I had requested two negro olerk3· You then said, ~ I don't 
oare if Franklin D. Roosevelt said to love them, I do not want them 
in this Divie1on, Canoel the order." (tlh1oh I did, th.rouah offio1al 
oh&nnela. ) You have never diaouaaed my work with me, and have never 
cUsoueao6 1A1f ability with my auperviaor, J.!r. William F. \\olt, who 
is the ·only person qual1f1eo to make a statement oonoerning my work. 
Therefore, it would seem to me that you evaluated my performance on 
the one oontaot that I have had With you. 

It oertainly does not build ur a person's ~ornlo to hc ve at 
l east throe or tour people atop and ask c person, , "Say , whon are 

, you l&Rving? Too bad, you certainly did a good Jab in the short 
time you were here." This is exactly what happened to mo. 

-' 
Since J am a Civil Servioe employee, I hereby formally request 

a written reply, tor oftioial reoord, to the following questions: 

1. Do you intend to have me OJ ntinue in your employ? 
/ 

2. Do you intend to have m~,oontioue pertormi ns the aotual 
duties of Administrative ~eeietant whiot. I am presently 
performing? 

3. Do you intend t o transfer me~ I t so, where, and for whet 
" reaeon? ,. 

Did you evalua~e ~ performapoe on our one oontaot (When 
you stated YOUr polioy of not employing negroes in the 
Complianoe D1v1~1on.)? 

' 
CWL/apo 

// 
o.o . J.A."'ug \ 

•:.. ~'. olt j) 
Riohar Shields 
Civil ~ioe Co~;'ion 

-- ./ -
\Far offioial file) 

S/ llARI ~ L. ~IgBQLD 1/8/43 
Ilotary Publio D. C. 

~ Commission EXpires Jan 19 , 
194.7. 
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January 9 , 194o 

JJ 'l:!AOR AJlllUll 

TO: 

?ROLl: 

Mr . c. Wilson Luoom 
I 

Vi. John LO/!an, Dir eo tor 
Complianoe Division 

SUBJ ECT: Suspension from Dut;, 

(Si gned ) 
" 

You are hereby informed tha t you are 

suspended trom duty as of the ol osp ; ot busi ness to-

day, January 9, 1'143. , 

The Direot or of Perso.llllel for the Wa.r 

Product i on Board will present you with the oharges 

upon whioh I base my req~eat that you be t erminated 

with preJudice. 'l'herefon, you are instruoLed not 

t o report tor d~t1 in t his divi sion on any subse­

queat work days and to turn ,your badge and other 

s overnment al ~roper ty in to the writer 1o~ed1ate1y . 
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Compliance ~1v1eion 
Temporary "!" Bu1ldill8 

I 
Mr. c. Wilson Luoom 
619 !let Street, !~. 1~ . 

Washington, D. c. 

Deer Sir: 

Janutl.l'y 12, 1943 

In my memorandum to you at January 9 , 1 atated that the 

Direotor of Personnel would present you wi tb i}\o oharsea upon 

whioh I base my request thnt you bo removed tar\ the goodar the 

serviae. The Dlreotor ot Personnel has advis~~ me to present 

you with a written st atement of the oharges praterr~& ~alnat 

you, Whioh are as follows: 

You state in the fourth paragraph ot your memorandum to 

me ot January 8 that I enid, "I don't oare 1! Franklin D. · 

Roosevelt said to love them, I do not wan t them in this Division. 

Canoel the order." 

Item t 4, in the last paragraph ol' your letter, states 

tbe fo l lowing: "Did you evaluate ~ performance on our one 

oontaot CWhen you stated your polioy of not employing negroes in 

the Compliance Div1s1op.)!" 
/ 

These two rete~e,noes are a misstatement of faot with 

reapeot to raoe diso~\mination. Jo suoh atatements were made by 

me. \ J 

' PuraUllnt to pard~raph . 03 ot Seotion 21 of General 

Adm.inietratiy.e- Ipetruot1on of tho \>ar l'ro~uoUon Board governing 

Realgnati~a, Involuntary Separations, a nd Suspensions of 

Employees rou are gi~e ten d&YI from the date of reoeipt of 

thle not1 ~· 1n wh1oh t anawer the charges and show oauee why you 

should no be removed om the servioe. 

. ·' 
Yours very tru 1y, 

,._::,.....-- SIG!i.:D > .. JO!iJ; I.OGAJI 

\\ JLogan: rmm 

1 .. John Logan 
tireotor, Compliance Division 
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~'""' row" • ••a•• • • -~ · •- "'' ... ·· .: "'upttod u •'uthorit.iti.;.,::onun, wb.n 1t1 '.,;, wfll,~ 
T HSRE rs juat I 'ISOUtb ltUth"" tomo of tbt chi flU .rc•d lnd prob4bly ac-upccd b7 mlUiont of whht 

nud•. •adNt. tht Ntaro pttu bJ W ant.n Bro"'" . ,. :'m•~Unt wtro never t u • Ne1·ro n•••p•per. 
• ln.t.h . .• :S..natd~r Revltw .. of L.htnl\ru"; 1 od -·tbt . , , Lu t look U tome ol the t.tmt in· Brown't indiU• 

.. Rtadara': DI&eJt":''·tO mtlct'ht• • er'deJu dUcerou•; u;.i£!fttnt,of ,the Nti\~ •• Pr•u. for: wbfc-h 'thut lt , tomt 
J.ha.polnt.,of.beia&·lD41n&dar.: 8tcUMIIO·lood Kf"\'iu ·~ proof. Somt of tbt· NtJfO p.apttl 'do ' prln.t 1 u ors •• : 
to tht•Nt"JI'o'a CIIIM can bt rudutd \J ,IUAmvbnl ) :..._occulon• ll1 ·•hho\lt' chtckin~ .. lht •' facta urdWiy 

to ~ac cb cmer•tbatic"M~··-'···>· .. .,,>-:- .. '-' . . ~ ~.~0\IJh. hdot•l prio~rthtm-•• 1 \ ..... , :·~, 
lll.l.Ut - renanl.intion or ,· Par too man)' of tbt Nraro .prua hu\lrt c:1"1Mta, 

e.li'Ut.ID• •.r&icst u ttem•, up.d ally aut crlmu. all out of proportion to tht 
h b to be bopad thtt ol cbt tpbodu c• en if thtJ •u• c.om. 
Bfo-n'• •~Nf1iou wlU bt by ,..,..._. of u tioc.al n~tuioa.' · " .. ' ,t 

trutecl by tb• NtC"t'O , .. , '" other quuctotub!• puuic:u. \1 a ,,.._. 
ucS hJ' NtCtOn them• 111dt u the · ~b!dlliac of adYenh«• 
• •i'vn .-itb c:olci ·a.a•IJait of drunt 11ook.t., &.,•e potiona ""' ftllmbt n 
uttu t.bm. hut. • one wlahM tbt1 wold&! cuw pu\lhM• t:• Tllit 

Btfon tUU.,c up hlt-· Ntcro pr. u wooW ht in a mlkh IUOftlcf Pf'lal-
chuatt.. l.n's a e • • h at to anawtr d11 c:harru of mtn Jike Brow,._ boc.b 
maku tht charce:a acain.st •hit• •ncS c:oloud, If of their own •clition tb•J' • b. 

"'' Ntrro pnu by a hlth· atai.n.d rrom •1o1ch quution.&b.l.t practice._ 

uto unknown Nepo- In- On The Other Side 
linhely more lmponanc W t htr Whit• · 
thin they ,..o:,Ud be i/mtdt Now l•t'l look .It tome of Brown'' ot.hcr acc\lu· 
by any other one or tht thirt11n million Ntrrou in don.t. Ht wnps lht manti• of .1ur and prophel 
the Unittd Sutn.. Thtn b llnt. of cou.rat, tb• bd •bout bit aboulcSen and lrbitrarily dividtt tht Nt• 
that• hi.a .arriclu w 1re p\lblt.hed In the .. Saw.rd~:r . Ito mu111 trom "atntadon monterinr Ntf"O lttd• 
ltt•i•• of Litentuu,"' one of tht IDOIC ruptct~ n .... n•••p.tpt.u 111d ortaftit.aUona. A«:ordin1 t~ 
lJttra.ty jouns.als. '"Readers' Dian•.• wUch pv.blilh4'4 Browft, the mn• ol Ntpon do not toUt ia tht dt• 
a e:ondm.u:tioo of the anic:S.. bu die l.t.r&ut cir- maadt ol Nt.l ,. aewtpaper..: cra.Wntioa .. church 
cW.coa of U7 .....,u.nt 111 lht UNtri St.tu. ,.. lulus and I•Mr ludus that the btatinc of Htaro 
puttd CO be irl es«a of t.ltht mlUJ.o... H.ad W.a.ncn ~I...-.. dffttJI •f Jctba \a wu iodcatrit_., lync:h(~ 
Brown •llbmitt~bit anfc&. u n llldi•ichaal it iJ I!!Ufnac:liiU••mC ud .. c.ond.d.u• drilehl'lip at..l~ 
pro\1\lt thu~ both macutn .. -~ ll.a•• rcj.c.ttd •• t l'ldtd. 11 ,., kU.•n thU. be ia ehhtt lpouat 
lt. lru.:..ad. i:t wu pubtlab.d becaua. h wu nuchtd. Of • foot 
tor by the Coqncll 'Of Democucr. , He ci1I!"U that H'erro p1pcn c.nry Olll'r d:t.. 

Wh•t b tbt CouncU (Of' Dtft\OCUC)'1 It te n p.au.,lnc ftt'~n tbout white p.eoplt, M1 critidtta or 
orr•nintion of dildnrutaht4, alncert and bonne tht N'ecro preu 1• Juu tbe OP$l011tt-e.hlt coo mucb 
lndlvicSuala rormed tn at40 to com!Mt .. tht forcn ot •pace It atv•" \I.M:rhiull1 to white people wllo l.ater 
~ate, at home and from abrot d.., h haa bten pn• t\lm O\lt CO be phonty ot who hav• tome tOrt of 
t•culari.F conumtd 1inte Itt fnupdon with discrimi- polhlul or 01hcr •• to Jrind, •pardculady around 
nadon api.n1 t th• Nearo. The third o( iu uriu ~r dtct.lol\ tlm.t, 8ut tvtn dtu aU th:it ls ulten fnto 
pamphlto. " Democncy ln. Acdon, .. ., .. dnoted to tc:C0\11\I I lri\OW 1h11 • •try r~muk.ablt ruord would 
the Ne1·ro aa4 dt:fen .. b1 Htrbttt J. Stllrm.IJ\o lu. b• ,..,,.1,-d 11 "' honut .ancS c.aref111 e:o~;an t ••r• 
honont'J" cha.i.rmAI'I is the faiiNMU R•J"'IIIf)d (ira.;"lt m&de of l.he nwonbtr of ~toties and t.bt awmbtr ol 
Swiaa. probtblr the mott wWtlJ•li.attatd-to n:t!.io ltnu of •~Ct 4t•ottd dvr'nr tht: lut sl.a •ontht. 
comrr.t.t!UtcT In th.lt world t~•l'· P'ro¥tft fri~ of fK t:um~t . .. jllpotte:hu. boob and act.s b1 d.il-
the Nttro tilrt Eraut AareU. Ita prnlduu: Enru tia,uhh.td whit• Amuic.ant lib th• Pr.U4!tet. M""' 
Cluic. i ts uuctary: L1m..1n 81')'Mca,. duimuA o( the Jtoo.t...,th, P•ul 8udr. W•nddl Willti&,.- Sw .. a• 
tliiK11h•• committtt,. ucl • boud madt U;t o( J.Ome Wtlln . P.aul Mc:Nun. Claite Boothe Luc.t, Phi~p 
of the mote dt..Stin&Whed cldun.t ot Amuk.a. at• Mu:rn1 • 1'14 nua, ocht.rt , n wtll u of or1aal.uriou 
tnt to its aii'Jc.tri"''. lolfr tht Council for Democuc,, 
Some Tr-uth In lftdlctma nt Fin.av,., 'Brow.- lo-lnt h anch whh •11 of theo'!!:J~' 

Southtrn M>enlt lllte John Ttmp)e Orn" tl'ld wit"' 
8VT IT WOULD al)pttr that Jiltt man1 w•ll th• Bilbo• and Connan,.. wht_f" be tritt to blame 111 

tntanlnf whit• peepte th•J' emptO)'e4 Brown a l\d •c· n d•l lti\I10n o.n N•l{fou. Thit it lik• a cue of a 
ctpttd hb }ltdtmtnt on Srown't own ••a1u.tion.. nun b .. 11nc hh wlf• YM'I•tcirullr \lndl evtnt\lt llw 
Tht rt"tult i• th.ac. b1clttd bJ' 10 cSiulncuith.d • ·~• mulftrt co~o~uu enou(h t.o prot11t ud 'l"" t1 

cro.,p, Brown'• IP«iOUt and aophomoMc dicta about accua~ br • b'•t ander ol htfulr b.-inr th• C:l\1" 

th• NtlfO prua and Htlrotl ,._.,.u, were tC• of the ttou.btt. ' 
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Jat\IIArt 21>, 194)• 

UT dear llr. hl\itol 

Uro. Rooaevolt hllo your lel.t.or 
' I 

ot Jan ... .,. 2ot.b and a ako ,.. to toll .)'0" 

she od.U bo clad to aoo 70" ~>bout t.bO pl!.no 

you are worl<l.ne on 1n. eoMOOUon •i~b t.bo 

Negro preas . 

V ory oineoroly ""Ill" I 1 

SoctoWrY t.o 
llrl• Rooonolt. 

llr. :.O>ltor 1\blto 
!14Uonal hsoeiat.iDn tor t.bo 
AdYanc.->t or Colcwod Pooplo 
100 wuaa.chu.~et\.e Av.,u•• !1. -s . 
waahingt.oo, o. C. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

T'll...&rMOHt• AL..ooH!wtH 4 -asst 

Officio! O.,on: The OW 

* 
, 

IHCVTIYI Of"P1CDS 

W.t..UU W•n c -· ......... . .UJit'f lJff I'I:Uilut 
&.01101, h& C.INJ 

, • ., . .... ........ u. 
I KCIAL CW•ttt. 

O.ut c. CA•,.•• 
ll&I.O II.CU U .I'f 

, ..... .- J . ... , 
L •oucooc ,._ 
tlA•t AI.L L, fVI 

A.tJI UUf tll l-0 KUfl.UIU 
CKA.IILonc L C• w•, 

PI.IIUC-IU UO , .0. 0 110 11 
Mo\OIUIJI I. JOIIIU, JJ, 

TOIIflt OIIIUU 
,lAIII I D, !'UV'U 

•O•+III +I ' I•II"f ANIIftiiiT, 
WAJMIMitOIII I UIIUU 

20, 1943 

Uy Oear ~a. Roosevelt: 

You may alreaOy have seen it but, tearing it 
may ha ve eeoape~ your attention, I am sending you 
the thirO ot a series of art icles by Thomas sancton 
on the situation in the South Which is much eounOer, 
in my opinion , that articles like Brown's or 
Virgin ius Dabney 'a .. 

Sancton is himself a Southerner who has taken 
the trouble to go into the areas , urban and rural, 
to find out the facts. You will be interested 
also i n T. R. B.' s "Washing ton !iotes" on Paso 64. 

The moat tragio aspect of this sit uation is 
that no atrons voice has been raised in the South 
to point out hoVI selfish and sinister foroea are 
usinS raoe preJudice to fan flames for selfish 
reasons . I hope shortlY to talk with Dr . Frank 
Graham and •ue~ice Black to discuss the possibility 
of decent Southerners becoming ar~ulata. 

I am also workins 011 certain other plans 
connection with the J(egro press about which I 
l ike to talk with you at some time convenient 
you. 

Kra . Sleanor Roosevelt 
The White Houae 
~ashington, D. o. 

\ffl p 
encl-1 

Director 

in 
would 
for 
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... Race Fear Sweep~ the South 
• T.hird in the Series, "Trouble in Di:cie" 

.. 

R
ca u u.Ttom bc:tyte:a the: whltet sf)~! the I'KK ye:t rC;.ld)cd ibc rwnor-n»nge:.ri~t~ Nn in the Kr«t 
Ntgroe. io .t\r.o.etic:a: ue. our most fuUI.e. ~oil or the. housewife K1ring &tOUtle! the, ohctnool\ kWirtg 
for Axil prop~cb. !1nd it ls obviow dut the l1blc-. A rudy gr~ttr eflort b c.ecdcd. Hete in thil 

'Cc.rl1'W\I u<1. the }JPlMK hsve not o\·e.r1oolc..ed diU rtciU te.Atlon aim tbc. thtut of a domc\t.ie: Pearl Hu­
Ed.d. But it sce.ms to me &.r fn~m un2in t.lut Eiftb· bor thu tr.u!.y ~ tomini . Doubt!eu it will not vri\'e 
coiW'CIAlst.t b l a.1ythir.g ~ do "ith lho dan:gcrclb until t.\t •NturA Negro 601dicn come bade from dle 

' ; r. ~tiot rwno, wb,ich a'lrtp.t ~~ .Ne:rophi. 1m WU'. Bu:: the u-sy to provecu. i; is to prevent it. liOt 
., ' Oaobu 6-or wbctbct the Ju.nd of the Alis CM be tC:ll lpofiloO wuiJ the. hout lu.utrad:, and upre# thanlc:J. 

~·\ f.~·detcatd unmistab.bJy in any of 'lbe other ,K.'W.lion.ll givin.s OA the 6..~ tnlliventry that it Wtsll't W<lne:. 
, .!'! i.nc:id¢.11&Jodnthetalko£i.mpc.ndingr.keaoublt•hkh The rs;e-riot lhtul u Memphis 'll'hic.h wu dis­
' · ·; • today dom.inJ.ta lho inugin.s:icw of So\Jtbctn whitt C'Wised ill the Janu.uy 4 ii:S~~oe of The New Rcpuhlit, 

·r people. Thil tal.\ of !olive. .:~nd :~mnili ;nd bhcko11t wu a ten~lt of wh.ic.h any Axis aa,e:nt ll"'i8ht h:ave fe lt 
• ~ i.t. the. Wk o£ lev« ~s. An o!d n'I:LI:aife (t fOI.Xi. l bdic:v~ th\Lt it <01.1.ld h2'Yc de:vdoptd tp0.::1U· 

:or rue fur Jett.les to-metim.e:s ..:poo the: Sou!bern 'Pi.riL n.cowlt in ~be excited inuginJ.t:io11.1 <1f the ft"bi.:c pe:opl: 
r • For long- 4ccadc.a it li.u do.mw-.t, like maLtti.J, to of Me.mpbb. Thh at lts$t b tht p\lblic anlNde ex· 

~n:t!Jnl with violence iA tho ws« of wan u.d gtt:~oc prcstcd by the Memphis police <ol'l'lllliuior.er, a.nd 
'' _. <uph.can.h. implted in a ~:a.ume.'lt of the IOCll FBI. lluvc been 

., ' · • The teU:~n thU happeru iR the: South tr. not mys;teri· told some. wild and cb.ngcrou.J lies i2lxnl: Negroes ~ 
~cnu. For it is l:.ere thtt the 8fc:2t lfWloCS of N:grocs whi:e. frbtd.s in the. $out.\ \'f lu~, on ~.,y other •uhjca, 
; livuide by ~ide with whiics. Mar.Jdnd iutill moved by ue rcsporuibte: 211d upright people. ln Mi!::siss:ippi 1 
ldJ tbe fesn 2nd lU$pi<iotl:f of the tribe ir.ni11ct-11.nd wu told Uut the Ne:gtOU Md bo~o~ght up the hi3h· 
~no two skins vc h.rthe:r 2.pa.n in color 1l11n tlte white. pOWered VM\'Jfli~;cn in l\ll the 590rts ~to:cs :~nd th!lt 
~msn'a and th: Ncg'ro'•· T he whole cul(UtC of the "every nigger in to'oTn. hu bc-Jgh: a good gtt."-" l n 
~Sowh hu b«n built upon 11-.oe conditiON. And 2 w:~: LoWUuu 'In old hiel'ld ~id d111 .U the bigh110wued 
!doa weird thill31 to ~ ~ N..lturc. It tttm.s to rr.e ammunition lud b«n. bol)ght up by white me11. Thtk­
~tba~ 'rwo thlnp vc true: firs(, the fant=4!~ N."nOn of ttatcmtrtt1 shcnald not be W en too lite:-illy. T~e..-e U a 
. tt.CC trouble an, s.nd have in the pMt1 4prout spon• ewious t ir of hslf..txl:ef and hlf u U.Wk ~th whk.h 
: Ur.tous.ly in. s"Ueh a ~,di kCOI'Id1 that t h.e AW Southern " hite pcop!e repeat ltorl(;l Gbout nc.c U"Oub1e. 
~tgtnt:J ,io this country, wha.teY~r their number, wou!d But now- a eombir.stion of citnun$U."lcu.-the excit¢-
• cc.ruillly ha\·c tried to ln.v:.dc this Ee:ld. Wbaccver itw ment of -.nr, the Negro'$ nt.w economic i:n.ctePent!ei'ICC 

. : origi!PliO'Jtu or combinlliml of SOilrttt, the C\IITttlt ~ the tcheming of poli ricUil~a.vc wo~cd tog<ther 
· n.oc te.IUiOA i1.1 the South 4 a growit~g threat. It is • to atite: thi.t. clell\el\t in the S!w(bnn <hllrutu. In 
milil11')' thra.t. It is, f'-"rtl\cnnorc., a wrodltion drifting Mernphh, on the oa:Won of the. na:>riot rumo,., in 
out of contro!. It is time fo: the proper government Aupt l.lld October, this etr.ocional pit'h rt2Chcd the 

• krvicc:s. tO acki\'O'I"Iedge L"c sitwtion a.nd initiate S roit.~t of hytcui~ 
brood a.Jtd open etrort to ::t.!lty ir. The ,g.ovemm.c.n.t , 'rr'hdc nun-on ha.ve come to our .:~.t·:ention," We! the 

' ahould be;in now- a (llll'lp1iga to pull(turc thoc (b,, . Mcmphi.t PSI ~en.t, Pe:cy Wyly, ".uad we hsve 
guous rumon, apotc. their tdt.JI"tH and lud the \•bole cbe&:ed th~, with zhe thougl\t ell~ they luve bee:t1 
li.eld of n.rc rcJ1tio.n.s C".lt of the s;w:smpt of nl.l!'le:lca irupitcd by foreign agillton, bu.t to date there h:u been 
(eu bKk onto tolkt grotllld.. ' no bdicuion of any £t,n:~sn agitltion among Negroa in 

Elfont f0"'"ltd thue Cllds sre no,.- bclng nude by this u u.ao (No me.nbon of the pouibillry of ;\xi• $CV# 

it1dMdw.l editors, writc.rs 1nd o:tpniution.s, w-h~te: and 1)mp1g:uu:b. smong the whites.) 
blatk, and tl\eac groupt are locl.:cd in a hopeless ta.r~glc- Th:H \nl the agt.nt'a oeitbl ttl~(ment to the pfUt 
of con.Ricti11g vie:wt. \Vri(itlgt on tbU tubjcou, iod uding ar.d, in t.he nu.nnc-.r of 1.hc FOt, he woWd not go in.w 
this ~tria, b've p:aQOd from 1he t tm¢disl Wi' into detsi!. B•Jt the .:~gV~cy h~ been invctoti~ling the c:nu.o 
the ~rcrly C<M'Itrove.nial. The u:.publidud c.Hom of disturbed nee rcbtt:lna lhto\l~hot.~t cllc South, • I'Wi 
whic.h govutlme:llt A&en<id Mvc t'l\.idc tb\1.1 f.:Lr to 1belicvoitwoulddiwmtomcohhedl.tl£«0•·'u \l,mor· 
1ppf"DKh tlli• problem t!u'll\lgh Sot.~then. white 2.nd monacrs i11 the So4.th if tlte ORiec of Wsr lnformstlon 
NC:fJ"'ltsdcrs h~ve bft.n hr from lt.~lflcic.n.t. So f:u u . wou~ ptepr;t~ an 1flllkct'*1lc public annoWKcm.e.nt on 
I could ~ee em a m-e.nt trip dt.tOIA£11. t.b. South:, th.. ._ ·· -- ... ;.,. ap!dli, iMkl.cnu ill the FBt 6Je11. 
chru go:: JoK tOmew}lere :Ilona t.h4 li.ne. Tbcy Ju· { hu 1ecordJ of Nels .:~t-w;o:~ 
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•moe:: Nqracs. a.ad ltD brouahl .-. attu:t ta l-bt­

Um, Chinao ud Other 9bca.. Bw itll!I&Soutll, •hrt• 

~c thtte;.£ounla of Amcrioa't 13,000,000 Ncarod 

Ji,~, il it uttf"ll".dy ~ •lltel'.u F'll t"CCCf''!t 

woWd ~vul I.I'IY i.r.ap.'l( t t at -all of pn>-AW piiMti.:.g. 

1 bdic\--. i.t ~ and should be W•n t!Ut \white b\&Qls 

atld rv.mor-cnoti.Jttl &lid bnol cfc.m.acopu ate .... 

the So~.>th-thc- !v1.1th -...hiCh they poslont ar.d ~b.cn 

1cwc-dle tnt ·~~ they Ju.v-c alwa,-t du1w tt. 

1 bcJ:c,c, ho.ot.'\"C, it a U.0 trve llut muy Kr:­

lfOCS, North a.nd South, blinded by bintm~ l11.ve ~ 

ttnfuacd fcdiaa tb.t the J ~- u-e &C 'lll'u W!Ut. th~ 

;c,o\ol# people. TJit. iJ 1M Jlpantw p,....."'oob JiM; 

but cvu W. anit\ldt c.oWd have de~lopW amone 

'""'l' N..,....,.........sy. Moo< oltloooe wt.o !eel 

thi.s a.r• not Wl.l lfW cn.con: ollly CIH'I'Ip!e:tdy ditil--

1\lllon.cd, cynia.l, ~ Ntgroce. lt is I\Ot lhat they 

ate mowcS br ~n ac:Cq IAW'OC u.. • J&fi*MX mocy. 
bu.t lhu a cold bhtcrr.a. tw tllr.m 1o1p it' abode wubU. 

thtm. a.lld c.bo«a the-ir hc:uu, and their bwu M 

~ aa rc:spotld, •Mn 1hc: •hie. -.n tpab of 'eM· 

i"g ; wu ""* the """rld for Eot.it /~cdonu r.r..d 

c!c.motncy. The •bite nwa mlllt bold hinudf lar&dy 

tcspon.siblc for lhit; buc die: tA~t~~DIIC'ftr\hc!e. iruc.l­

tn.hlc and it ,..,~ be fo\.lgln. F'iih.tina it is a d\l.ll 

'~'7- h mu pwt.ly 01\ •Lite. Jadm, whet 

l'lllii:t .un right MW~ eo tM and flypoa1cic:al 

dou:b!c u Jk about it-tv prcpu« the Wll)' (or nujor 

toe;.tl tdotlt!S if\ t~ N'q:ro'abcMJ.f1 ud it ICIU pt.rt.Jy 

on t l:.c Ncgnt•s lclldcn, • ho h.1.vt goc. to btir.a a bl..m­

i.n& rulJwlon to •"..cit- o1ttn })C'Op1e tha.t th.e Nca:ro'• 

Yiqory at hOtOC: d tpc.'11Cb tca.lly, ut:u :y. eomp!ttclr on 

Amcria\ 'fictot)', '"" N•t,'~' ~. In tl'le 1nr 

•rir* the: jy&n~ a.ncl the: Cunwu. Thre h r.o 

room for chap tMC.MI • tltae --. ..... ca.,. hJ' 
w,lfu.m P. Withtro\• of the NAM or by t.tiY fair.t· 

htuted or cyelaJ Nqro Iader. T~ illtila are d ur. 

The whi(c nu.."'\ • ho di.ngt ~ wWc ,..Own ~he Mit 

lUI Ensli.tluiUtl l"h.lt hit 1~1 whitti'IW £01 hi:n 

ia Bt;..-nu and Hoeg x...-; t.rcac.Msy by t~l.:i•n and 

• J=.p:a.tuw bt)'91\tt i:l dtc bdJy. And thot Negro w-1-o 

dlngw ro hh colored r~hm while rc.bellu"~S ag:U.Mt the 

._hire: ~ mt&t.t ift.-c the ipirir oi tomC npcG 

and buttbc.rcd ycUow Chlnt:te wom~ of 1\fll\k:•t~a to 

.SC whu roetey htr co1or wo.n (or her, ud wl'lll!thcr 

t~ J~plllne a.rc u .n.r • lth the tM;t., fCQPk. 

( W:\1\t 10 diiN!ol ill II'Cltr dct-ai] &Mat gcncf"'lu:~• 

ttOM •booc both tl!c • Nrc &net N rgro p.ych.ol~y, n 

'' n" be obtctvcd a:. 1 he Sooth co.:b:y. tM _.. 1 .nu 
COn.lin~ wltn cmphui;. for the tunc bc:l'll on the white 

"""''' ~licvdt. 
I" Mcmphill Joe loyk, ~r oS ~lie 

u (cty, told Me d n.t 1 rx«10l tnre whi.:h , .,.(j't 

l~&:lil chc city W. ~ witll 1M , ,.. tttt ~ack­

cnu latt Aur-t •coc ett.ncd U'IO"' a s.rowp of whit& 

~le o~t t.t on. of cJI• but CO\II'Itty d~Jbl1 ~pie who 

Jud 110Chiftc to 6o but lit ll'OCI6d and Wit.'" Joe lloyk, 

'· 

TU£ ~ltW JUt P UBLIC 

a lriuK!Jf, wltitc bait~ politkbn, v.·cn.t ovc.r 11\c t.itiU• 

til):,'\ ..... (IIC i" • ruDI>U., (01\\U'II.bOft, Occa.l~ 

tome N~tOd aot INt of line, Ita p.id, b\lt tllc I VU'£C 

Negro ~t.~U blc"• hit p~ aM he .clll latt.w the w"ita 

1M." WM tis fnc:.-d tO tot.1 u a-. tcpt w ~"ll pb«. 1t 

wun•c ol\ly the Nrgroct •1-.o wctc. t.Urtcd up, to.t We!; 

~body wu. tk thwj:ht that Mc.mphis DC'W'P'J"C" 

which tlad ju.-n~ hi.:l\10moe ~ .. cvhtr rot~ 

~~~w gunt :u~d equ:pmtnt m~t feel Pll\li.td n.." tha: 

M did • Tl. r.r., I!Uk:i.a.l nmsl~C'd of •-r-uJy 

mach1M gur..t, forry alrtolf.I"Mt 1u r p atld &ml'ftli:Ai· 

tion.U To a q\IUlioo he Wd no. h wu not ao milCh tha 

Nqron he Wit woct)'illa 1bout wr.u lie bout'*' t1:.c 

tq'ilipmtnq it wu C'\cryUung. LAbor -tittotort. Co.n> 

mu.Wta. EvU)VUn&. 'rhc whole- wotld '1'2.1 Nrned 

~·doW~~. 
Joe 1\.:)yl.t• bO.a is E. II. Crump, tixtyoteven, • uJI, 

lricnd.lr, wh:1eolu.ited poli:iciu., He h-. he.ld Me.'l:l• 

phis' polllticl il\ lllc pUln of hit hJ.M .-.. t9J9, 

&lthoU&h he no•llu no officill po.ition. tb.ll:ll voted 

N'~ •bc.Mvtr bt. 11tc.dtd t!lun_ lot- to."'\c thi."'t)' 

)an. (Thi:s n I po!itiQI pliiCIIOI'MtiOI\ 1&1\iqUIC .. tl:c 

South, Wt not .ign.1.6ta.'IL) The Ntgro uk'd to vott lor 

•Ui:¢7 and ~rumdOIL b tllc J~ Pfntdt:nti-.1 ~et­

tion :SO. Crwnp f01.1nd tll"-t chc Mtmph• l\tJI'Oft had 

CtoWI'I t.ap. Thcy wc.rc l•.:c.n.in$ to thm own lc.aden, 

and thdr ~ wutcd cop bide iNo U.c: Rcpta~ 

1~. Joe. Boyl¢'• pOIKC nn tbc ladm, t.htc~ c( 

thai\, ow of «twn. 01\C bd a rc:..uunnt, one • 4nl.a 
t:on:. Poliu .cood at the c:'llnnccs 2ild K:tthed ~ 

come" (or ••wdpons and dape." The .. ,Opl doted 'lnd 

tile Nratou k k town. 

nil lw lch • .unctr~a rexM~~Kn: &lftkg Mcm;daiJ 

Ncarot• aDd contributed to the~r m:oturing ~e •wuc• 

- ~ to their uprUKd doitt lot bwu uutmcr.t. 

Wt;en 1My crowd ill tiM. back of Mtmphis' JIM Crow 

ntcc~on, gol:n.a to and from tbc.ir w01k for white tAl• 

piO)"V't dMy arc ~ •pt chtk d.ayt co mU.c ter.a 

\\I.IJC-1\1 m1.1ttucd •~awn •hen jOllied \y • whlciC man. 

A Me mph!. bt.andry puc up D. h~ mcd aa.nlol tign of 

• t-tc:gro ftWMI)' at s ~ hr. a.pJc rur bC!I.J; 

towvd the public. The Ncgroa dldn .. Lkc chit. They 

bw. s crowitta tt.l'lk of dT'Jty, a:.d rictlcWc 1hcir o"n 

Unck Toa uld ""''l.t O.W ')'pO-thc: .. .-. phrue­

wJio pb.y \If 10 the white mu'a contcp-tlon nf the 

Nqro u • d01ftt. A prOtninfllt Negro IN.i.na:s MUI did 

not t't1Mft M ha.c in 1hc ,.WC ~ rooM of the 

Uni•cd Smu Employmtnt &Nita . When 1otd to do 

to i. aa '-'Jd"' malltiCr, he n.trncd and walltt'd out. 

He tckphar:lcd tile ollin: co eotl"pb.i..,, ~~.ICIU'd 

h!t. OM-, and left again. Two wll1te pohtrmcll anuted 

t-im, llat ,.;,. .VId iOdctd Jlim, audc hi.M .. M!p 011 

tllc dotpuccd bt, broushc. hun to <i•y CYWT, •"trc he 

"'u 6nc.V $tO. 1'he NtStOttddtl' l1ke t.h!, Otl'l«. Th¢ 

!ftc wu btcr ktv;mcd, .0 110t1thinc W'Ofd.t "r a Cry 

1>1Scill ttll.t "''~~'• tuvc 't"Xtn:m~•• ift boc~ rx• ... " The 

~~nx• .cill dld.n't hkc 1t.. 'ftl(-ic 11101 f'lrrr r lid ,.,, 

; 
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JANUARY t8, t94J .... . 
Md •f""'!.c""y, .. "" luj>p<...S ~how tlot 
Soulh. l~ts LU !.hit ha¥to ~c. m&l\f of thl!tft 
wiU. and bluer~ It U u.llctod aa their eyes az~d t.\cir 
fxn a.ocl char t.pcce.h whtA they caJic ro white people. 
A~ ma.ny of them sre qWcfina their tnell!al job. •it.!t 
\fhh• cmploycn. to tab bcnu-p4y;nf jobt it1 dcfcnto 
lndumin. Many'a Ntfr'o Mother with c•o or thtte 
aon.t 1." the~;$ it dnwtn, SJO o.r i7$ un01ttb from 
til• pn~cnc. AAd A'IMY of ch .. .uc qwa:iq white 
~ftt, w!!ro U&lmCd all aJoec t...'ut tW tantiU 
wcrs puf«t.~ hJ.flJr W. cMi: -or\:.~ S$ 11 wuk. 

Tktc. it no ~ for -a~ 0\tl Mc.-f*t ucqK 
l.bt &he rxc ~ thc:.rc h» bun tbrply GJ:·· 
llr.td by • riot ICII't'. Dtvdopmcca hh lhlt are tU:ina 
place t.U o\-u the South. They add up to tQmetbtng 
my.wiout ud frigbte.n.ifla 10 the. m.ajoricy o£ whitt 
Sout'herncn. They aa:cpt ru~tl4n of Negro rcbc-Uio~· 

:1i' n-. wichouc qucteion, and c.oacnt•th.cm in. tl;c till· 
t iftg. h j, r.ct bud to Wldc.r1Und how ttorUcs of 

' a.mmW'ltionaod b.i•c:~t niiiCII riott and "'EI~d\lbs"' 
I ao tM: ~ OtiU thoty &IC auncd. Bu ar.c. tb~ 

I tbould lob to uk tM: fBI U, who au.m cl;c.ml Tbis 
wM&I .w;-ea.s..'toldclbc and II \\'uhif~~t.oc. 1:1usoot 
Nee, I N?POtCt for fur of o&uadu'll South~""!:! o!&­
NJ! and of atidi:n1 to the brctdl whkh ~rudy exiiU 
k:cwec11 the Soutbe:m polftici..t.N l"'cl the New Oe:LJ. 
But the quotio>l 5tlJJ rundt: wbo lt&ttt these rumonl 
It it euy enough to tte how &1\ excited white South· 
ctntr would be ager to P* them on. 8\1! th.~ stociu 
an deMhe. dytumic; Lin. Thry Jivt plxc..wnd, datu 
ltld ~ !or NTO uptitingt. ~1 ha.ll'c ~-t.:.cd • 
wlaok mr>.olosf ol>o<>c tloc ~ of F.l=or d .. 
\Yh I:IUku thC3l '9l Do they tpn'-a: 10 b:iag ia the 
IIUinllb of ~c. ~ Sowhc.rr.cn, or dQJ dxy 
COftMiNte a. p~ Ltte udoNNdc tA lk:E:!. b 
tM Southun. sUtc:tlla a.ny t'¥V!t1 their ra:-..J.:.wou.lcl 
be the wnc.. And I suppoM &nylfOiiP of peopLe eager 
to tell • he CO\lld abo funUt!lthellc. 

A group of Negro l&lden (rom ~en Southern ttatet, 
m.eeti11J iA Atlanta ew1 Dcambcr '"• In order to form 
"' oppotition to tne •ild Nmon lest tlay deMtoy every 
lrcitimuc dort of the Nc:aro to fH'Ht for b:, loft§" 
~"I p.,. ~ &Jic ot~utiocl of Nc· 
J'O do."'ltodtO itlto t&!NOiu wiUI ~~ ~ ... 
·h '"""d:Xnl* ·~ ~ .... they--· "'t»& &hit 
~ bean DO rtl.attoe to the ll.Atutic aod p,. 
abl1 ~ired~ of toaUtd ~ du.'A." 
At hu pm. confut.ll4 01\ Sep:c.mlwr 1, M~ ROOM• 
vc.h u.iJ tl\lt govtmme:n.~ invt"Kl.-hon of tlle mythia.l 
Elca.I'IOr dubs (t¥hkh In Nmor Jhe \'f'U t\lppoKd to 
hn•e been orpnixi.ng among 1'\e*ro iernt\tt to agit;lt4 
aplnt white So..ltbcm hOUMwtYtt) h.1d pmvtd thlt 
theY or~ri.utiont uitttd Otllf i." the i.nuai!Utiont of 
the NmOt' ~n. Mn. R.oo..-•h aid •C'!~ ~ 
~ namon JUtted a. a taeft of • fiW\)' :\qro WOI'DUI. 
...... hig!!.cr -.a iA Wit baonn. lAih la:n~~;z 
&JMir r~lo)~ ~ Mt'Yiata. ll ~ ~ ~· 

. , 

..... . · ~ .. u~·'-~•'"1'1Ji-,.• .... ,, ·'·l'.···J 
H '' •· ~ · ~ ( 

• .- ., ~ I 

lr.1 10 -..., ud puMpt c'-mt\llU1 t}l,• OWl will 
tdl, wt. ttancd the £1~ ttoftu. &lid whc:e. 
lhcy wue mned, Mca:.pha, jachocl1 New OrleaN, 
U.rml.n&h.am, Atbm~ or Se:tlin. .. 

No "''tJtO I calkt'd lo in th& South blew of the cxisi.· 
ei'ICC or an "Ele&IIOr dub. A Ne:p MI'VJ..nt l.n New 
Ot1Cllnt 1 luva know11 Eot yn.n could 110t eve" undero­
tUtld wha. l wu Wkina-.about. 8.ot 1 fl.lva hord &om 
wh1te 9t09tc a hu!ldd of tflcM wd.. VICl 1"1\n'Cile~~ 
£lanor MIOtiU on vitW to ~c ~ d~ tkc p.u: 
year Uld a Wf. Mn.. Roo.c.-clt ~ ~ • ...c btcd q» 
... dle ~-wtW Sowh bt. bl ....cc H.ari.ct 
a..diu Sc.owc. HOOOC'ih!r. me:~ llld wo.nc~. who il\ 
tlttir ptttOMllh•u ve true. to du Nla of da:.c:tq l.tld 
d\att«U'j 'Prtad ~.aftduo-a joku •t~d tin aboul lu·r 
with ky rnalitc. There :are enough £.1Cilf'M)r jokes going 
the "'"ndt, N.n.ny joke-s, c.'(pert jolcu, (O 6.U 2 bock. 
They lr& pc_l't()n:U iDlultt to Mra. Roottvdt and ltcr: 
hmily. Wher.c'l'tt WGtbtocC Ptilc.r coma up .-itll.. 
U!e tptcia.Jcy he 6ncL; Delli' fnc.ti!W 1ft th• Sowh. Lu!d· 
lordt t.&1k of kucn whU M.n.. Rook•clt lu wril~'l 
to N(J" tttl.aAU teU::~s thc.:n "'to 1-'11 wbatC'VCl' tbq 
cW tk hoc.ie il ~· mi Mol eounc. Ncpcs ~ 
u aood M "'~' fCO?k"; boil~ the ltUt.tt an not pro­
diiCCd. Hogcwivn tdl or.c a.nQIII'ter of formn Ntp 
yatdboyt who ar~ rru.kit~~ &nlwk aaiaria on. wr 
job.. Thttc. 1-re • nwtlbcr of tt.orio dta( m~r be hu.rd 
In lli'IY aty in. the Saulh, wutlly told hy tome protpa· 
QIUi houtc:wife,:s~ US'II;llly-,Ue~ to hn<c h~;:pc.r.ed to 
OM c f her frkt~da. A cypiaJ "ory i1 .bo~o~t the wh.itc 
•om•" •ho ~IIJ 11 foemu tetYant tO uk if Ulc kr.olll't 
wt.C'rt; :t. CO'O'f lft..:d tl'li;:~t be fvu...'td1 MCi CCU a"' \\.'ttWC 

...... -:-:~ t wrc: does.~. ·~ Joolti~~a for • rod r:uid 
,.., .. u.• "'*htt stet)' wit d·..at tk Ek~ mo. 
tu.-. the mouo ~ •b:t.e woNA ia th btd:.t:l b,t 
Cl.uiatm.aa." Anotl--.cr s.tcry w~ud' .,. r«tfttly pi!lcd: 
NrteliCf dctCn'bcs rn.ydtlo.l "0.Mppoinunotr..t dub.." 
bnnche.t of cite Ekaaor dubl \'lboN tBe.mben h•<te: 
th.a aptdal wk of disappoint1nr whit& hcutotwivcs lw 
not showin;: up for wort' when chcy '"'mote. need~. 

tn conwn:.uJo" llmo~tg ptmpr:row white people, 
cVC-1'1 on chr Mcp1o£ fuh.ioe.ablc eb"n:kt afar ma ~ 
lfiM it O'l'ft', 0/l.e han 1 tn011t c:allol. t.ftd ~;~r~.a.mdih: 
tiad .t 11lt. ~I ada of it CIOnUtnt Ute cll!icuhy ol hd~ 
1111& Nc;n ft'\l.ida. "We wilt ftn'tt bl .a\le to crt &ood 
IIWdt -&'-" Willi 1?!~ ~ 116pl paJ""' lb.cir 
hw~t c~ r.d.c~ Jabnct." The hum of tbc 
kil'lcSnl. l.lld acndo:t of Sau:Mrft " '"""•" tcttn stttld! 
apil'ltl the Negro 111d ~)'dlin~:tli«t!nJI\Itw~llbeing. 
In mr• in1t11\C._.. nn~ \Yill Ju:llr 1 te11l, \lfl.11l V<t7<~ l~lk 
1ip lik..: 11\.o voice of (!Ontc:icn(c., 1'\Vt.ll t t)unk the Ne-o 
JtOtt ou.,ll! ttl gee more moi'U!fl 11't.:y «rt:linly d,n•t 
ll:n•• slhlll; u'l 1hc \lfOrld nn w'" Ull( It cMN1 o! tdcOt· 
rrvnt ..,...,.. t1vt ~\ :. t"'fMr4r, llld ..,.coec h bo.\md 
t4aJd.J~u.l ~UI :ttb{te: pt.y, • Y•ll M•ot br~l :G> 
Jot\ e.~ cl~ .. , dot.· 

.. 

' 



l'ebru.ry 2, 1943. 

Ill". llalt.er White 
Natiolllll A .. ocillUDn tor the 
Advanc- nt ot Colorocl People 
69 Filth AY .. III 

New York, New York , 

lire. Roosevelt I. cay 1n !lent York ~oday 

oompletel,y tilled. Sorry. 

Y&lvin¥ ~ . ThDmpoon 

Secr ..tary t o 
llr3. Roo•cvelt . 

. .. v:>.s 



MAT10MAL orracus _,...., 
Aftnl .. ... ...... 

(MAII· A· - TMI 101.• 
!>fl. 1.01,111 f. Wl(h1 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 

ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

orcunYC orna.n ., .. , .. ·~·~~ 
lto't W1~tM 

.uama.•t Mc••un 
UM1 ... flM UJIII 

TfiUI~ ., ... , '-.. 

'"' '"" cou•ur.. 
,_.,.IC& TMOttA.t 

-...'"""' """"'- C!Oe••n­
O.un I. U•,..•• 
• r1n o •&ucuu 
Kol U. J , .,._ •• 
I. fMMitC MofllliOW 

'-~··-----·--- · AUlSII.M rllr..l M.CMfAI IU 

Ooanl H••N• 
~>uM.•c•n • • • ...o•ono• 

........... JciM.I.. J l . Telttl,. NlitClO. 

t.u uc a. Ptuf 
fiA•I 0. AUVIl f•• ., • ..,,._, 

.AOaa•IUAAti'IC AUUh .• ft. 
.... J .. toll ..,IIU.. 

JWIUIIrY :30 ) 

':'!toni; you very nuch for your l.,Her of 

J unuary 21lth: I shall be in •·OBhington next 

llonday and Tuesday . l'leese let uo know ot 

uy lieshirlj!ton llw:e ou if ei t.her ot theoe doys 

wi ll be agreeable f or an nJ>t>ointr~"nt 111 th .. r s . 

Roosevel t . 

:r.ver sincerely , 

lliss lla.lvinn t, . ~hoapson , 

Secr e tary t o urs . Roosevel t 
'l'he I /hi te Uous o 
\iashingt on , D. C. 

\:II: Dl/ 

' 
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r..a r llr. llb1tA& 

ill4aM Cbl.uli do .. ~ ...,t, 

t.o •weu tor apeai.al orplllr.at.I.GN 

boAt. tor t.h• Red Croa• or -.r lloold.l. 

VV7 a1llcerel.1 7...,..• 

Wr . Walter 'llhite 
1:ationd Association for 
t lle Advanee<:ent ot Colored People , 
69 Pitth Avenue 
Now York , NOif York. 

VDS 
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Ho.., 1&4 W, Ju•• 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR lHE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEOFLE 

611 F IP'TH AVENUE, NEW YORK 

CUCU'TI'If onlCIH 
Wu.UI WIIITI tU...,Uf 
IIJOT WIUIIU 

A.Utlf4.1 tiCIIUI'J 
cono•. 11111 u•tlt 

TIIUi toOO MAI ... III.L 
tf'ICIA.l COUiftiL 

PtUnU TMO•AI 
UtiUUof tl'lCUl. CCMI IltU 

!butt. U•,... 
nu.o ~o~cacu.•r 

(W J. l.u:b 
L r•t.oc.••c. Mouow , .. "-"'·····--.. , t.JtjUIIWf f"IC:U ti.C.fiC"fUi b 
OMnc ......,.. 

rt~tuc•n ._ .. ...o•o••o• 
IIIAOitolll S. JOMU. J l . 

'"fWIIt 01-IUOII 
LUU« I. hUt f'•••• D. Ruvu t ...... ,..,,. , 

IIO allt ii iiAHYI: lltlltflllfj, 
WAUIIItOW I UUIIIi 

Februar~ S, 1943 

De or Ill' a. Rooaevel t 1 
FEB ~ '!13 

Hav~ you ha~ opportuni ty as yet to prosent 

to ~lad&l'l& Ch1e.ne Kai -Shok the proposal regarding the 
' H&~leon Square Garden ~oet!ng? I d~ ~ope that •he 

will accopt , because I hAv~ sounded out several key 

people On it who ~r~ ogro&d that Q prA•entat1on of 

that nort or t he nlobl\l problem of color would 

have nno1"mous henof1cial repercuss1one e t home and 

abroad. It is oy further thouLbL that ur. SUMner 

W~llee m1Jht ~e a wis e addition to the list of 

Ever n 

!4rs, l:!leanor l!oosev•l t 
'!'he White !louee 
New ~ork City 

( 
Secret6:ry 

j~ d1.<.t -~~ f 11J 'H' ( / 'f rue 
~ M-1, 

,, 
I' 
( 

' 
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I reoe! - 1WI' lo\t.er ot Fobi'WII')' 18• 
oacl•U.C a ODP1 ot 'f'NZ l o \ \er \ o !~Ada. Chiana 
lai ... bek. 

I no• nod lila\ ~~~c~- Q\lan&'• doo!a l .., 
Ia '-o appar -· \be a""p!oea ot .... ot ber 
(Jdne .. .,., ~~.,... trio...Sa Dill¥· 

Vol')' o!DooNl7 Y=•• 

11r. 'K&lter on! \e 
69 l'1 t~. A venue , !IIC 
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February 
16th 
194.5 

Dear llra . Roosevelt: 

(t• l,e,o ¥ 11 Ill o.ll•t• •••• .. ••) 
Ulllf.U.f fill,_' llU UUih 

oocnc H,.,.. 
Pli i Utln Aq MtOIIOTIOII 

lho1aow 1. Jo'"':t J•. 
l.ltl.ll I. .... : :- M OIIIII ClOI 

, ..... 0. ,. .. ~··· c ......... ., 
AO III tll.f-.aU 'tl Altlllt.Jffl. 

WUtiiii"M l liU.O.Ioi 

I enclose self'- exple.nel:ory copy or lettl!l' 
which I huvo 11ritten t o l.ie.daue Chiang. If n con­
terence is llrrunged , ~ very ••u ch hope thnt you will 
be able to Join us. 

And do be good e nough to f'oruoru tho l"tter 
to lladune Cb1a.nc , as I do not knoll 111\er" to address 
her . 

Secr etary. 

Ura. Franklin U. Roosevelt 
Tile \'/bite House 
1/aGilinston, D. c. 

1_, 



April 111 lNS 

Dear lh'. :tl\1 t.. 

I •• eo lllad to ••• tt• a rtiale obout 
YOW' da"'jj\t.r. I hearcl .,"" ol her ,and !B. 
&ood, - day .. wno in ~pton. 

S1no.-a1y youro, 

llr'• 11alter 11'h1 te 
69 Fifth Avenue, NYC 

-

-
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I 
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lo~IOfl Or. foliA &. Ho!l 
O.ri•JIOII, W, Yo, t, 0. N"'"'' 
Q.lc.ooo {?,'~olD ~~~~1ls 
Clmlofltl ~.o~Jlr.ctj;.'i'f~h 
Ou Mol"• .. lo, S. Jc.. Btvwt~ 
Otlro!t lo11h C. ~~"' 
foll1 Vilr94J•. ~. 0 • Wllljom Allo11 N,IJ~ 
llhoco, N. 't, MoiOf It~ L 1te-.on 
lo1 Alloelu 11"1-IU l. Grlfttrh, N. 
N•-~'~~• N. I. Groc• a. f•~rl-04 
,_._Yew\ gu>on;.. AI-•~~ 

Mor~c~~,f~~a•-• 
~ Hl>'-' 1, O•IOIIY 

f::!P.~~ ~~· 
loMI-IC)•-..cl 

11\0. tohll Ho~llt HoiMU 
Or, WIII~ l · - • 
Hew~. KN'tlen " · ~~Moll 
~~w~~~~~~~ 
He., ChortM ,OIII!tl 

~~::.r:~~IUOft 
~":~··.~io"C . 
Ot. C'.r•cu'l••no T Toblot 

~.:.£':r:·w~~~~ 
Nonh- ptofl, Mou.,ro!. S. RoJc&Horlow 
0\lollollo City toKOII Ow.!" 
h•kRitl, N, 't, Alft.d lol ff lfW!1 
PhUod•l_phJo IIOdot• Mol'tlti 
Plnobvogh, Po, Hom•• S, &.o...ti 
ltid.-d, Vo. Of. J. M. 11fi ii:IIV 
~1. l,o,.ll SlciMy I. ltedfti!OM 
tolloftoo, Akt. OJ. ~~~ Golloohor 
t ooolo, IC9fu. lion. Mh11r CioOPtf 

wo•hl~~o~~•.,. ~~·~tt:~n~::.w.bb 
IteM•~ liorrl-' W1lllo,.., 

HAnONAl ltOAI. COM,~.~,IlTfl 

T&L&M4C»C•• ALGoNQUIN 4·3 1551 

Ojficlol Organ: Th• Crisis 

April 7tp 
1 943 

My dear i>rs. llooa evel t : 

-•... ,.. 

OAI U L ~..~..,.111 

cu .... J. au.J"UI auu1u' 
r. f~a.ou•c Nouow 
(o• ... ...... ..,. "'-"""* u•~~••l 
AUIITAWT fi ii.O UUithiiU 

oornc Hurta 
r untCIU AIIIO P.OIIIOtiOII 

MAOUOIII S.. J OIIU-, ) II, .... 

. mtUI S. ,. •• :~l.llM OI.CTO,I 

....... 0. ftUVll h• 1-uva J 
AOIII I IIIUII.UI YI J.llllUIIU., 

WAIMI11.1011 IUIU.U 

J;jy sending you the euelosed clipping a bout 
Jane is only portly the ilillllodeaty of a p~ret.t. But 
1.e hear so ••o.ny unpleasant things , part i cularly out 
of th" ::Iouth , r egarding the ruoe ques tion nowadays 
tlle t this hoa sone suell signiti eWlee, since Sm i t h 
has a great 110ny Sout hern studen ts . I thought you 
would b e int-erested i n seeine this indiea~<ion ot b ow 
sor.1e young people are t hinking and acting during 
times like these . 

l!:ver sincerely, 

!Jrs. Franklin D. 
r.1.'he \·lhite House 
washinston, D.c. 

1/W:D\'1 

Secretary. 

( .f 
~ I / 

( 
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FHe - w>swer 1100 sent yesterdoY t o his other 
letter - ond ho • •• t ol<l over t.elephone 
th•t Urs , RoOI'o•olt coul.d not so. 



_ _, 
A.n.tu• L s.t • .._.. 
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100 loi.O IJOC_t\lllt'h A••~lll, 1'{, W , 

W ... w 'WWI•, DW.ctoo~ ................ . ...,_ .lpril 29, 1943 
h.at. ... ,..,., 

,, .... o . ....... , ....... , 

loly dear lira. Rooaevol{fl/! 
1 

/ /
11 

You baYe been on tbe move ao muob these laet 
t ow days tbat tba enoloeed l etter I sent you on 
.lpril 20 may not have overtaken you. I bad hoped 
to see you today before leaving early tomorrow 
morning tor Kemphie. But Kiea Hettron tell me tbat 
you do not expaot to arrive until so late thia 
afternoon it will be doubtful it you oould eoe me 
today. 

I am, therefore, sanding you this latter with 
the hope that you will be a ble to wire me at New 
York that you will apeak at Detroit on June 6. I 
have Jua t tal.ltod with Philip Murray in Loa J.nBolee 
and ho ia going to apeak it oertain matters wbioh 
be and the President are diaouaoing do not interfere. 

Paul Robeson and Judge Hastie have aooepted. 
Marian .lndereon ia making an effort to rearrange 
oonoert engagements in lolex ioo so as t o fly baok to 
Detroit to s1Dg. We are making an ettort to have 
present two or three ot the outstanding Negro 
heroes ot t he war t o s timulate enthusiasm tor tho war 
on the par t ot Negroes and to oall attentio,D ot 
white J.marioa to the par t the Negro ia playing in 
the war: 

Yesterday I talked with Colonel Charles Poletti 
regarding participation ot a mixed contingent of 
aoldiara rrom Fort Cuater as a dramatic and v1eual 
demonstration ot demooraoy in the armed aervioas. 
We have also aaked the War Department to parmi t the 
partioipation ot the exoollent band at Fort Ouster. 
Obar lie raised the queation ot the possibility ot 
your not oaring tor thia sinoo you dialike personal 
aaoorta and guards ot honor. I took the liberty ot 
tolling hi m that I thought under thoao oiroumatanoea 
you would approve tbie. 

In brief, what we are hop1og to aohiava at 



.. 

Xra. !leanor RooeeTelt -2- J.pr 11 29, 1943 

Detroit ia, firat, pointing out ~he adTancee that have been made and, 
second, calling on America t o oorrect the situations as speedily as ia 
wiae and poaeible whioh need t o be oh!lllged. 1 

J.a the time ie quite abort aad a great deal baa to be done in 
working out t•e details of the ceeting, would you be good enouah t o 
telegraph me at Bew York if you will apeak. J.aide from the publicity 
in the newspapers, we are printing plaoarda end other ~1terature and : 
we want also to take up as soon ae poaaible With the three radio oha1ne 
the broadcasting of the meeting. 

Kra. Eleanor Rooaevalt 
The WbJ. te Bouae 
Washington, D. 0 • 

. W1l p 

. . 

Ever~ 

Director 
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April so, ltHa 

Ill II' Ill' , IIIli te I 
' 

1 aa Y~ry I orr1 t but. 1 O&nnot t:O t 0 
Dotrol t on J\lno 6 . I ha,. tre,..lad eo • uob 
bteJ.i llo~t I cannot plon to co tar nay 
that week, • hen I h:.n MYeral ""«l• i•stnt..a ba,..,. 

S1noe~ely you.re. 

J 

1::-• :>al t.e r 'Kh.t. te 
69 !"itt!! lvenue , liiC 

• 

I r) 1J 

0 
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lly dear Kr~. Roosevelt: \ d~/""(~.\~~ f~( '-~>'!- \ 
I had hoped to see you here t oday but Mise 

Heffron tolls me that you will not be baok in 
Washington unti l the end of t he month. She has 
graciously consented t o f orward this letter to you 
in t he speediest possible manner . 

I wanted to extend to you on behalf of t he 
Board of Directors a moat cordial invitation to 
apeak in the Briggs Stadium a t Detroit, which seats 
forty thousand, on Sunday, June 6, a t 3:00 p . m. 
This meeting will be the climax of a three-day 
emergency conference to discuss ways and means or 
achieving greater participation by the Negr o and 
other minorities in t he winning of the war and of 
the peace. 

To comply with the request of the Otfioe of 
Defense Transportation regarding meetinSJ in war 
time, we shall limit attendance from outsi de the 
Detroit area. But we hope by means of the radio 
and ot her publicity to get over to the people of 
country t he benefits of t he deliberations at 
Detroit. 

A~ this closing session on June 6 t he twenty­
eighth Spingarn modal will be presented to Judge 
Hastie. We have invited Congressman Yo'i ll Rogers , Jr., 
to make t he presentation . Other participants who 
have been invi ted are ¥Brian Anderson, Philip 
Murray and Paul Robeson . 

It is imperative that we have the honor of 
your presence. The continued inactivity of the 
Pair Employment PraotiOO Cqmmittee, tho determined 
afforta to deatroy or omaaoulato tho Farm Seourity 
Adllliniatration, t he National Youth Administrat ion, 
t he housing program and ot her agencies by the 

... 
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reactionary 'bloo in co.,greu baa drive" the morale of Negroes to a 
d&~~gerouely low po111t. 

We plan at Detroit to foous attention not only on the 
disabili ties whioh keep the Begro from participating to the fullest 
extent in the winning of the war and the peaoe but also to point out 
those modest gains whioh have been made through tho efforts of persona 
like youreelf . 

Kay I, therefore, add ~ very ainoere wish to that of the 
Board of Pireotora that you find time in your busy aohedule to oomo 
and apeak. Bo voioe would be more heartening than yours. 

J.a tho time ie abort and we are eager to begin adv•rtiaing 
and publioity immediately, will you be good enough t o telegraph me 
oolleot at 69 Fifth Avenue, Now York, your deoiaion. 

Pireotor 

P.S. Jane and ldrs . White wore delighted by your graoioua 11ote 
regarding what you beard about Jane at Northampton. At the 
invitation of tbe British Broadoaating Company, Jane 
participated last Sunday in a broadcas t on oollegoa and 
educa tion in war time. 

Krs. lleanor Roosevelt 
'l'be White Bouu 
Washington, P. o. 

WWp 
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Oelrellf t..k c.. ....... 
.... -c-.o.. W\II~oo .... ...._ in De~roit on JW1o 6th into your very ht<ovy oohe4ule • 

ThBnk you tor even considering crowdins tht< speech 

.:::::t:~;.... ~:1.~~~':=-- 14ay I sa.y to you personally and eontidentielly that we 

..,......, ,_,c .... o.k. hesitated o lol\8 tinu a"bo"-t invitiug you tiro~, because 
::::-:::."·'· ll;,",',:!:==. or the preasuro ot work on you and second, boceus~ the 

.%:.:0,.. .,...,"""-' very vicious ottooke on you , pnrticulurly in t)Je !Jouth, 
~~-· mi£)lthove oouood n speech by you nt thin time under the 
i!?J.tfi..:::- euapicee of tho IIJ.ACP t o put you on tho spot . And we 
E=~~ wouldn't tor anyth1118 wont to do t hat, 
~~qrr;::;._ 
~.~ 

~i~ .... ......~. ............... 
ou...-Qor toec..o..t­,......N.,, ~ ............ 
M ' ,..... ....,.,..,... 

........... ""'-S."-
........... Or. J.14,......, ... ~ ...._,. .. ......... 
, ........ .u... Or . .... ~ 
,.......... "-"""-c....-w-e ... -.(l_.... .... w... --

\'le have asked Ur. Ickes to speck both 
his o\ln otend on tho rece questi on and os 
for the soverw~ont . 

because or 
o. spoke&lllon 

l.!ey I t1.lao extend my thanks and contratula t iono to 
you on that ouperb apeech you ~:~ede ot t.bu Colden Gate 
euditoriuo yeoterdoy . As I set in the audience and 
watched you and Ure . Bethune- -two sreot •\cerlcene--1 
telt oore t.ben ever that we con obtain deuogracy if we 
only toll0\1 your edvioe to be courageouo onouc t o nsht 
tor it. 

h'vor a1 

Lire . ll'renl:lin D. llooeevelt 
The llhi te Houee 
Weahinston, D. c. 

!It/: DW 

EMEilGENCY CONfERENCE ON THE STATUS Of THE NEGRO IN THE 
WAR FOR FREEDOM-Introit, Mkh;gon, June 3·6, 19~ 
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l(y dear llr. llh1 t..: 

Thb.n~ you very !lllloh tor ywr le~t.r . 

I oa al.ud it l ha vo uoor. l:ol pt ul 8114 o<tl.y-;1 h 
t t.ero were IIIOI'U I could do. The at.t.ecka 

upon ce do rol bother ,.. in Lh• l ... at . 

llr. Waller 1'/hi l e 
N.V.CP 
69 Fi!Lh Ave. 
New York 3, N. Y. 

Yory a1nc orel,y ;roure, 

;on 

UD 
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M1 dear Mrs . Rooeevelts 

AU!tTAWT I"Cio\L t:OUWitl. 

o ... J,, t. Lt•,••• 
f lllO IIC:aiTUY 

[ U..A J. I .UI It 
01*1( 1011 Or ..... .lfCMU 

~:~.~~: fo•:r ... 
E. F'IUOUtC NOitiiO._ 

C• " l U"' o~ ••••enuocoo l 
AIIIIUiif rtU O llCIItfAIHI: I 

oonn "-"'-" 
~I,II~ICITY Atilt ~·o•OfiOJI 

Utuc S. PUll• 
FUM« D. Rtt'iU t OM fo,U'oiJ 

AO• UIIIU.Ut.,l o\lll lrANIS, 
WAIM UI CTOJI • u .IIU U 

Though not all of ua may take the trouble 
to say it to you, I want you to know t hat many 
millions of Americana, both white and Negro, are 
grateful to you and bitterly res ent ful of the 
vicious attacks being made upon you because you 
have courageously taken t he position that democra cy 
should be pract i ced as wel l aa preached in the 
united States, We know it ia superfluous to toll 
you this, but I want to say anyway - that the 
measure of the character of those who attack you 
ia beat guaged by their attempts to blame you f or 
what took place i n Detroit. That is alwaya the 
way of the coward and the poltroon. Do not let 
it dishearten or dist urb you; as I am sure it will 
not. 

Please do not take the trouble t o anawer 
this ,becauae I would not wish to add to your 
already heavy burden, But I did want you to 
know how I felt and how many othera with whom I 
have talked shared this feeling. 

Ever eincorely, 

~~~ Secretary 

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The 'lih1 to House 
Washington, D. c. 

WWsRR 
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Your ruc11o speech of QJndey, August 15 , 

was e superb uteterJOnt of deLloorno:r at i ts 

bes1: . 

i >rs . Al.e anor lloosevel t 
The 1/hito llouoo 
~leshiJJtton , 
:u. c. 
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As you con !Jtegine, during t hcee war year~ tie pril!ie emph.e5is in the work ot this Association hos been upon plooing t he maxi mum effort behind the tight tor victory, Our special interest, of course, bes been olong the lines or securing the greatest participation by Acericen Negroes in ell phases ot the war effort ~o t ha t the country tnieltt have maximum utilization of All i ts monpaNOr re­sources irrespective ot race , creed, or color, Therefore we have continued our csmpeign tor c1 ti­zenship rlghts because we believe t.1e full enjoy-­tnent of those rigitts by the Negro minority is can­pl etely in line with t.to expreesed wqr aims. \'le lleve sought by overy Deane to securo wider employ­mont opportunities tor Negroes in wqr indus t ries end elsawhore . 1/c havo been activo in ccvnbrotting t '•o prooticos end policies within tho e rmed tor cos whicb have , in oony instances, not only discouregod end disheartened Negroes in uniform, but have opor­eted to upset tne Nesro civilian population , 

We wish to report that we belivvc thoro hes beon e dot1n1te improvaoent 1n tho whole situetian el though, as migilt rceeoneb~ be expected, condi ­tions at prosont are not idool, end t here i s con­tinuing need tor activity by the XAACP. A detailed outline ot tho work or 1942 was conta1n.d in t.he annual repor t ot t ile t )l(lar w.tich v.ee ,.,ailed you some time ago. 

Wo trust t il8t you will wish to continuo to on­operate in this progrs~A by wing the olnc loeod re­newal blank tor your moL>bcr ship contribution. 
Ever sincerely, Mre . l'renklin 1), "ooaeve\l - - - ~~ lfb1te Bo~e If. ' i'lash1ngton, D. o. ~»ttAT• ::'· 

~ .. WW:clJ 
Soorotary. 
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I lu\va your l~tte r Ml<1n c inqui ry v 
about t he lla t l onal lle(l)'o Pounda t i on . 

I ha vc no knowled{l& re uarc11n.; t hi s 

Or (lflfl i ?.Rt i on bllt AM llSlt l.nG A Membe r Of OU I' 

starr to r,e t Me the facts whi ch 1 shall 

for nor<! to ~ou r s soon ns I he ve theM, I 

<l o not know !.!r . Schftll. 

P.ver 

!Irs . 111\l vina C: . Thomps on 
Sec r e t a r y to l·!rs . Roos evelt 
·rho 1'/hl t e !louse 
~aoh1n6ton , n. c. 

W\'1: RR 
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IIOYII•ber J, 1043 

Th~ Pree1dent tell• ~~~. att~r r~-~-1ng your lett~ to me , thnt ho doeo not w1eh to be ln 0 poal t\on Of kppeAr1Rg tO npprOYe onrone ' • going abro11d, b~c.use ther e Arll 10 IAAJ people want to go ond tr~neporta­
t~on 1e eo extremnl r dt rr : oul t. Ir he 
b~g1ne app.ro'C1ng people he "ould be con­atantly 1n the poettlon of p~olc1nt: out th!a nne or that ono, to 1:0 here or t"ere, and hn doee not wnnt to he ln t ~• t poa \ t\on. 

He w111 be r,lad to talk wtth r ou about rour trip, but he ears hn oon not tell the Wor Deportment thut he w1ah•e you to t.'O Aheacs of anrbod7 clee, or t''"\ he 
hiS any 1ntoreet in your C01Rg, bPyOnd the t oot tho t 1f r ou ore gotng, h~ 11 rend7 to tlll.k oYet with :you wllt• t you ore t;o 1ng to 
~o. 

Aa I told r ou, I ah nll be d~l1ghted to 1 '111 :rou ond tell rou unrth1nll I ol\ll. 

Yerr s1noerolr yours, 

Ur. Wnlter Whl'e 
JC ••••• c.P. 
<59 F1tth Annue 
New Yorlt, Jt,Y. 

;rv 
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I wn most happy t o huvc had your expression of 
interest in IllY :ror~hcomlng trip to ~he llUropean lllld 
Pacific t..hestres o:r operation. 

~ary • 
Here ore the purposes and the proposed itiner-

PURPOSES 

(1) To visit all erose as tor as posaible in 
which American Negro troops are stationed or have been 
stationed and to be of such service as taay be desired 
in adjusting whatever difficulties uay huve occurred 
between theu and the Anoricon white troops or others. 
I huve offered to cake o confidential report to the 
liar Deportment and, it he desiro~s it, to the l're8ident 
based on oy observations. 

(2) 'l'o render such service ss uny be poe..tble 
in bolstering uorole o:r American ilegro troops by (e) 
demonstration of the Assopintion•s interest in sending 
ita ~xeoutive Secretary to the battlefronts; (b) con­
sulting with them and with their coamunding of ficers ; 
(c) helping in any other wsys to strengthen morale . 

(3) To report on ~1 return through oeetinga, 
er~icles, press releuees, end other media, subject to 
the rules and regulations ot the liar and !levy deport­
m~nts, to relatives and friends o:r colored soldiers 
nnd to the public at large on conditione ae obsorved. 

(4) 'ro eerv .. ee wsr uorrespondent tor LIFE end 
TIUK magazines it the watter of eooreditetion botweon 
the We.r Depe.rt&aent and LIFE ia straightened out. It is 



L:rs. Roosevelt 
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proposed that I do at least three articles: one cor.1prehensi v" articl e 
on the l1\u"opean t heutre; one on the l'acitio theutt·e ; unci one on Felix 
J::boue, Covt~rnor G".uere.l ot ~·ranch Equatorial .<trice who by his refusal 
t o follow the eJt&lple of Petain, Darlan , and oth" r l'rEonoh l"uders in s ur­
render! ng to Hitler and Vichy in the tall ot' France in 1 \l40 kept French 
J:;quator i al 'Africa free of llazi dotolination end thus contri buted to a speed­
ier lending of United Nations troops in North Afl' ica. 

1 I have aiso been r equested by t he New York Pos t and o tJ.er publica-
tiona to write articles on my observations. ----

(5) To write a s hol't but sn objective , f aotu&l picture of t he 
glollal problem oi relations between t he v1hite end non-white peoples of 
the worl d . I t is my hope that in t his book I Muy be !lbl. e to contribute 
••odest l y t o an understanding of the p robJ.ecs of ir.lperiolisu,o olonialism 
and race, not as isolated phenomenn but i n relation to eeo .• otJi c , pol-iti­
cal, and other questions which must be solved if we are to avo i d anot her 
wa.r . 

PllOPOSED I 'l'INhll:ARY 

I have discu6sed on several occasions with officials o1' the War 
Deportment end with the editors of LIFii: the quest"ion of Hliking one around ­
the-ltorld trip, or of splitting up the trip into two-- the first one to 
the Atlantic theatre, ~nd the second t o t h e Pacific theatre. I f one 
trip is made , the i l:inerary roughly would be as f ol lows: New York to 
Dakar via the Azores or Bri\Zil to l'rench Equatorial Africa, Liberia, 
~~ngle.nd and Ireland back to North Africa, to Sicily, I taly, I raq , Iran, 
Russia, I ndia, Chine, Austre.iia and oti.Jer l' aoifio islands, t h" i\leutians, 
Alaska, ood t hence to Continent iuJ. United l:ltstes. 

If the trip is divided into two parts, . t he f ir<>t will include :<'rench 
:O.quatorial Africa, Liberia , lillgland, Ireland, Ltorth Africa, Sicily , and 
I taly and thence back to the Utli ted States . The second trip will include 
t he Paoitic, China and I ndia, going west ward via aan }'re.nc isco or other 
\lest Coast City. 

'J:h e proposed trip has met with enthusiastic approval fro1• all of 
the persons with whom l h e.ve dis ousstld it . The 1'/er Departr•ent has ap­
proved the trip eo l,Jr. McCloy end Ceneral Su.rles have i n forraed me . lou' . 
Hoover of t he Federal Bureau of Investigation >~rote me that my personnel 
lJecuri ty applicat ion form was reoei ved at th,e Depe.rtruent of Justice on 
the afternoon of Sept81>1ber 24th and was approved e.nd retured t o the 1'/er 
Department on the 1110rning of the 25th. '.l'he 1'/&r llepartment has int'or<ted 
ute that approval by the President would g r llatly facilitate the speed with 
which the journey could be made. 'i'hat is ·one of tile reasons why I want 
very much to discuss it with him. ~ 

hv~r s noerel , & 
IJre . £;leaner Roosevelt ~ 
Hyde Perk, ' 
New York Secretary. 

-----
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WAt MIIIOTON I OIIIAU 

Thank you for your letter or explanation or 
the ·preeident•a position. I, or course, would not for 
e 110...,itt thi.nk ot subjecting hiu to any eabarrasell8at , 
I did want, however, to discuss the trip with hiM 
because of lilY COIIYict1on, which 18 shared by SOlie 
others whose opinion is broader, that the racial 
problea both aa a national and world question ia of 
such iaportanoe that .y trip would be in a so.ewhat 
different category troa that of just a war corre­
spondent, Thare are aenral persona I could na.e 
who could do the job auoh better than I but who, 
untortunat.ely, are not 1n position to 1118ke the trip. 

The plan you made tor me to eee the President 
last Fri,.day did not lllllter~a ize, I followed lUes 
Thompson's telephoned in ruction, transmitted at your 
request, to telephone Mis~ Tully last Thursday, I 
called seYeral times but/ unfortunately, ehe was 
either buay or out or t~e White House , Nra. Brady 
into~d me when I tel~honed on Friday mom1ng that 
Miaa Tully d1d not understand that I waa to see the 
President on Friday, as Nias Thompson adrtaed me, 
She stated that a Cabinet 1118et1ng and a preoa 
conference made 1t 1apoaaib1e tor 1118 to see the 
President on Friday. On Saturday Mra, !lrad7 tele­
phoned our Washington ottlce that the President 
waa Yery sorry thAt he cannot ae 1118 at thio tillle. 

Nra. Bleanor RooseYelt 
'l'be White Houae 
New York City 

11Wsll11 

Secretary 
t 
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T~l:o Al..OoHOUIN 4·SSDO • q fJidal o,,.,., Th. c.~s. 

Dear 

Thank you tor your letter or November 11 
which I find on my return to tho city, 

I know how 
Prftsident during 
aorry thftt t here 

groat ia the pressure upon 
theoe parlous times and am 
was miaunderetanding. 

tho 

Colonel Marshall Newton informed me Monday 
that Oenorel Eieonhower had cabled that all the 
plaoea tor correspondents 1n the North Afri can 
Theatre were at present filled, I explained to 
Colonel Newton that I did not expect to reach 
the North African Theatre until anywhere from 
four to aix weeka attar landing in P.ngland, 
Since Oftneral Davia and othors in the War Depart­
ment felt that D ought to spend at leaat a month 
in Bnglend and Ireland alone. I hope aleo to go 
to Liberia end to French Equatorial Africa . 
Colonel Newton then informed me that the quota 
had been eetablished tor England and he aaid the 
Vlar Department would cable thftt day to England 
rec-rding my coming there. I waa also advised 
to get ready, which I am proceeding to do. 

I had a most interesting talk on Monday 
with Lolld Halifax, about which I should like to 
talk with you at your convenience, Do you expect 
to be in New York any time this weak? Unhappily, 
I have appointments here all the rest of thi s 
week. eo that I would not be able to return to 
Washington. But I can be in Washington on either 
Tuesday, November 2~, or Wednesday, the 24th, if 
either or thoae dates ia convenienttor you. 

~ers~ncerel ~ ~[0 
'- ~~~.l!i\)t:i~:::::-__ 

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt 
The White House 
waahington, n. c. 
'WI'It RR 

Secretary 
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aakee 1~ poaolblo. 

Ve17 aincorelJ" )'OW't 1 

llr •• Valter 'llhite 
National Aesociation for 
the Advancement of Colored People 
69 fitth Avenue 
New York ( J) , New York, 
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!!ere i s & most diso.ppointing letter which 
I heve jnst received from the Vlar Department. 'l'hh 
comes j ust after I had rec&ived wnrd from Lord Halifax 
thllt he hsd notifi ed Mr . Anthony Eden, Mr . Brendan 
Bracken and others thet I would shortly be in England. 
Lord llalifax hall requested ths t appoin :'tlle nts be mnde 
with Mr . Churchill and wHh othe r s . There has been 
considerable skepticism amon g a good msn~ people th•t 
the VIal' Department would perm1 t me to (!O overseas and 
to see conrt1tions as t hey .exist. I have to l d all 
thesA persons that the V/ar Department and other 
eovemmen1( agencies had manifested complete cooperation 
in mak l ng arrangem.ents for the trip sncl thet any 
question of their motives wa s unjustified. I am now 
placed i n a most emb~rresaing position. 

Rut ove~ nnd above the&~ eone i dArations is 
t he fact thst it is my conviction that useful purposes 
might have been serve~ by my visiting t he battle areas . 

In view or our recent conversation, I am 
delaying answering Colonel Newton's l,etter or com­
municating with Meesra . Pattereon and McCloy until 
I hsve heard from you . But I wanted you to see this 
letter with its disappointing news . 

Mrs. E l eanor Rooaevel t 
29 Washineton S~uare 
New York ,City 

WW:RR 
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~6 Novamher 194~ 

llr . '/alter White 
69 Pifth ,l. v~nue 
new York, New York 

!leRr llr. Wllite: 

It is with exoeertinR regret thAt I muet 
1nfor~ you .that unravorabl~ repltee from 
The& te r CoJ"IMB.nd~r• pr .. ven t your oooredlte t1on 
as 8 war corre~pondent . I 8M 1nclo~1ng, for 
your informat~o~, a copy or • letter sent to ­
day to Mr . PRill A. Tierney, }!an&g1ng Rc\itor 
of the New York .Poet. 

I know this will be a rt1eappo1ntrnent to 
you, but I also know th& t from our previous 
eonve:rsat1o-na ,.ou are aw•:re ot the overcrowcUna 
in ,.11 thea ters ancl the necessity for l1mta-
t1on which has be~n enforce<f on theAte1' cOMJ"l8.ndera 
bJ ,c1reuoatenc~e. 

\ Sineeraly, 

( S1cned) }loroh&ll 'It• Newton 
Lt. Colonel , A.U.S . 

Chief , Overseas L1a1aon Hranch 

1-Inol. 
Cpy ltr to P.,I.. Tiemey 

• 

• 
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Mr. Paul '- • Tierney 
Managing B<Utor 
TRF. ~I YOW. ·PnST 
75 Weet Street 
New York, !lew York 

near Mr . Tierney: 

In r eply to your letters or 2 November ond 
12 Novenber concern1ne; aocr<~d1tat1on e>f Mr. Walter 
White aa A r~preaentatlve of tho New York F.ven lng 
!>oat 1n ape e1f1ed thute l"& or ope l:'11 t1on, I regret 
that because or ' unfavorahle replies from ThAot.er 
c ommanders we artl unable t'b aocr<~d1t llr . White , 
nec1eion of t he ~eAter Co~ndera r egarding ac­
ceptenoe or eor reapondenta ln a given theater 1e 
final. \ 

;I 
cad 
ec 1 Mr. 

~. 
1'1. White 

I 
- ;• ;,/ 

'~neorely, 

MARSHALL B. NEWTON 
Lt . Colonel, A. u .s. 

Chief, o verseas L1a1eon Branch 
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llb.lt W~trn Ort• aro• 

tOAID Of OIIICTOU 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

e9 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, 3, N. Y. 
'T'I:L..UMOHC1 A lAONetJIN 4 •8fll 0 

OffidJ. Ot1an: Th• cn.o 

(f' I" • ,.,; ,.._ 

* ~ 
llove.aber 

29th 
1943 

~ dear Ura. Rooaevelt: 

I~ 

Here ie the t ext of tho statement signed 

by represent ad vee or the key Negro organizations 

which attaQPtS to givo a picture ot the thinki ng 

ot Negro voters. 

ll.'ver 

Secretary. 

Ura. Eleanor lloooevelt 
The lihite Houaa 
Washington, D. c. 

-" WW:Df 

• 



J. DIOUJ<AflON B'r NOOl10 VCiriRS 

The Negro votor hal ~ot yet ohoton •1411 tor 19~. 
l 

-~---

H11 voto oannot be purchased 'by dlatr1but1.ng aontY to M4 throu.IJ 
partl- baoka. It oaMot bo von by po1.nt1,. to Job• g1v11n to a ' "" 1n4!­
v1d.ual Nocrou, althoul#l the rnpogn1t1on or the Nogro •• an 1nt l)£;rAl 
pArt or the bof.Sl polU1o through t.h~t a et..otlon or qual1 .. t1ttd H"--;roea 
tor appo1nt1VI or eloot1ve ottloee 11 1nclu4t4 ..on~ the H~~ro • a 4e­
un4a. 'l'ho Nl'lrJ:ro vote no lon~or t l\n be wen by 11(1An11'1'lltl1 q,_nnrol1t1ee 
1.n perty platroru whloh •t'tl proapU.y ror:;otun on ol,..otlon dA.J. 

,,.., N"q:ro voter v1ll IU'f'.,Jrt t1 pol1tl.Od. J)Arty whlo!'l. 'ty words 
and dee4• tho~ ltt dtterc1nat1on to work tor tul~ oltlz~nt~tp tt&~u• 
tot' thirteen. a1111on Aaorloan Mogroet and to tauer tht lot ot All 
41tadvt~ntft80d· pttoplt in th1a OOWlt 1")'. Tho Negro l!nowa thf\t h 1e voting 
ttron~~rth 1n 17 or IDONl atatot vl.th ~Sl or .:)J"' votes ln tho electoral 
ooll~f' glvaa h1cll the potent.lt.l b&lanclil o r pownr ln Aft1 r •.,ft.&OI\1\bly 
o.lou nAtional oleotlon flnd ln 01\ny ttAte M 4 locAl f' l iiOtl.ont . lite 
vote no l onger balOJ"81 to aJt1 one polltlclll J)ftrt)' • .Uthou~l th.a "cgro 
hAl b.r .,oly aupportod the Do"oorntlo Pl\.rty 1n roco nt )'Mre, 1t 11 
hl~ly ugnltlol\1\t that 111 1943 tho ~~~t1ro voto played N• 11'11Jnr·.oo\t\ t 
pl\rt 1n \ho ~ocuon o r a llegro Cca:;vnUt \o tho Nov York ~1~1 ~_,unoll, 

a Meqro J\tp~lloan 11.1 Ju<!.!-;o in tho IAmO oonnunlty, a Deooo':'ntlr. "\1\Ynr 
1n Olllvel M4 1\nt'\ a ,.epubl1oM Governor 1n J:ontucky 1o11~h ph J!lCrvnfl) 
OAnttnltatl~na nr 1n4tp~ndent votl~ tn CAn7 othor iaoortfl~ e1nt~ra . 

Pu'bllo ot tloere Wlo htlve not Mde a rtl Oord of lll:lorrl nnd der.nor•tt. ie 
AOt1nn nay tKPeot th• He~ro t o h81~ reoovo ihto t ron ortto). It thtlr 
euooe11ore Are no bttter, they ~Y ox~"ot tho aane fAte At tho noxt 
eleotl,~. Fo r lt tho No~ro d oo.r not nlvnya t1n4 Any tnt11ttlctr.ry OAn­
d14Ue to 11.1$)\l art, he OAn AM v Ul oontl.n\16 t o holp r~oova un•tU­
faotor'7 ott1o1al• untll truly 4oot>orl\t10 rorooe 1hAU ol')r:•e into I)O'IAr. 

T'be un4eu~no4 are o tt1oore or ohuroh, tMtom&l ,labor. atv1o &.n1 
e4Laoat1nn.a1 ON;an1, at1ona v'lth a totAl nocborthtp or aorft th.M '~cpo. 
'nlou~b vo lpeQ: tt 1ntt 1v1.4ufllt . v e •hAll rooo•~wond t o th It Aoober 1h lJl 
O\af' r•apeoU•a nri(MhAt1·tnl th.flt He~ro1a tbaU coaeure all appeAl• 

' 

/ 
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~~~lr t upport Ga4t by p-')UUol\1 parUtt f'nd by p r ot14 tnt1A.l ""d other 

can41dA~n• ftooo rdln~ to t~e tollov1~ yArdttlOkt 

1. the Ne;f'O p.oJ)lt, ll.U all othor Anor1ottnt, ri'Jc.o"'·-n:. tho 

w.r At the obier ltt\lt oon.tronun~ ft \1" oountr;y . Vo ~'''"-c't1 or a nr 

1)011Uoal pArt)' de airtn.s tho tupport o r Neg root a v1J;t'>r n .l f'I:O.f) tecu..­

tlon o r th~ ~r. Ve art oppottd t o ~J no~tlattd peAce ks sdvo=•~~ 

I 
by tho Ktt~er·llke t orooa vlthln our count ry . Vtotory oue~ oru~h 

Mttlorlto both "' haot aa vell nt Ab~a4 . 

In ovaluAtl~ tho aerltt or pnrtlt • n~ opndld"t•• we outt 1n­

ol udt all 1ttUtt--thoto touohlnq tho l lta ~t Noqroo a At a qrou~ ~ • 

""'ll "' tt'u>at attAOUn..; tht ontlre oourU.1"7 . 1'bt party o r o ,..nd l \#'te 

.. .-.ho r o tu.eea t o holp control prlo~a. or t A.UO t o eupno rt the e xt nnclon 

o t t~ lAl t oourlty , or r otul t t \o t upport A pro ;rett lv~ public pra~r&D 

tor r·uu eoat ltar eoployaent, o r oppotel an onl&rt,;od ,_nd unltu~r•.;f\ted 

proq:l'IAD ot gov ~rnnent-tJ.nMoed hwuns;, or eecka to lta t t r oy or.:cM i~od 

l&tlor, 1.1 A• auoh tho onoey ot t ho Ne.1ro AI 11 ho• vh., vould pr event. 

the M.o CJro troo votli'V) , 

• 2 . Vt 1na1n t.a;)On tho rloiht t o vote 1ft ovorY IU\t.o , unr e ­

at rlotod by ~011 tnxo e, vhltO d eoooratlc pr1oar1ee J t he qerry~n~orln 1 

ot d UtrleU , or ney ot ber dovloo doel .:ned t o dletrnnoh11e tho Negro 

and othor vot e r•. Anr pol l tloal pArt)' 1n povnr, or atp1r1D; t o pavor, 

cu.n dtmnnlt.J"t\.\e lte 4tteralnc.t1nn throu ..;b lo.;11l nt1on nnll thro~ 

vlqor out or1alnal pr oeooutlon bf t ho Dopartoent. ot Juet l ce t o ~rotect 

and u oure votln•t "a n tundl\oontal rlqht o r oltltonahlp . 

" ) . 1'M eve.r-eerl~ue evU ot lynohlno; f'n4 oob V10 l 4not hAl bt-

ooce core cr1t1oal n• a r oault o r unreetro1no4 vlol eno 4 Ar.alntt 

Ne~roe e ln tho arced ttrvto ~te, No ~tl">Oftl &dc1n1ttrAt1on· oan co r lt 

the eupoort o r tho Ne~ro unloee lt 11 oo~t.tod t o a lt~e1at1•• and 

adnlnUt.rntlvo pr o:;r c tOr tho ol1o1nat1on ot thle natl,..M l c\U~rl\oo. 

'-· RtP\*Illcan An! PeaooNUo acn~bcra o r tho Stnat.o Al.1kt bavo 

•ttoQpt.e4 t o deLudo ue by all06 1n~ that they tavor Antl-l rnohlng,Adtl• 

poll tax. an"\ o t.bor ltlp.tlntlcn ~alnlt vb1oh t1l1buettrt by 8t')utbern • 

Do::aool"A.tl ha•t bttn ~td but en llhloh 'thoM Ro'Publloan nn11 Dtooeratlc 

8caatore fro• atat u -.hero Ho"roe a vote roruu t-o vott t or oloture.\to 

r.tuae t o aoot'Pt. auch aubtert\l;ea &r\7 lcnger. A Yote agalntt oloturo 



l. 

U.llu_-re to votA tor aloturo "ill be oonetruol\ by ue al oppolit1r.n to 

vbatevor leqlllat1on t or tho boneut or the Nosro and other o1nor1.tUa 

at;alnlt vh1oh 11 Ul1buater u Vf\'314. Tho Bennto rv.lo roqu1r1nq a tvo­

thlrda cAJorltY t o tnd deb~to, oocb1ned with the rotuaAl o t Sen~t~r• 

to vote t or oloture, 1a one ot the ~rentoat obataolea to llboral 

lo~lalat1on 1n ~enornl and to l eglllatlon ror the betternant of the 

No~ro•• atfttua in particular. Ne~rool 1nlllt that natl~r~l p~rtlel 

and 1nd1v1t'\uAl cf'l.ndldatea t o r eenator ple~o 1n advr nco their lupport 

to tho nbol1t1on ot thta two.thtrda ~lo nov roqulrcd t~r cloture. 

5, Tho pro~ftD nov beln~ onrrled on throu ; h t he Fftlr EDpl oyment 

Practice Cooolttoo to • oouro an~ Uroteot the rl~ht t o work without 

~01~1 or rel1~1oua dtaorlo1nat1on auat bo continued AnU expnn1od 

durin~ nnd atter tho wnr. No pnr ty or onn41dnto tor tho Proaldoncy or 

Cc~reee can doeorva tho vote or tho Negro vl thout aup-ooruno~ A llboral 

•PProprlatlon tor a Fair Eaploycont Prnotloo Oomolttoe vhon thAt leauo 

ahall be preaontod 1n tho Spr1~ or 1944 ond auoh lo~1slot1cn ~· ts 

11eodo<\ fUrther to uouro the r1~t ot cnlnorlties to ~rk without 

d1so:r1CL1n~t t on. 

6. N4 lnJuatloo ooblttera Heqrooa ooro th•n oo ntlnued eegre­

~At 1on and d 1eor1o1nat1on 1n the nrmod torooa. The pol1oy ot t he 

proa .,nt 11.cD1n1atrat1on with retoronoo to the Negro ln th o arof!d t orooe 

1e bAd 1n prlnolplo ftnd h8a tallod. AnY party ~loh ftopea to vln tho 

aupport of Ne~rooa must ndopt a nev ltnd dae.ooratlo pr OF\.rA.D tor thttlr 

1nto-'rat1on into the arced toroea 1noludlm~ tho tollovinq provlalonat 

(a) Full 1ntegrat1c;n ot tho N~.ro i nto the arced t oro ea 

vlthout aosrotsatlon . 

(b) Tho abolition or quot~o hy raoo ot tho ood1o&l oorpa,nurae 

oorpa, t ochnlcal Ant'\ all other branohoe of aervlce thro~hout 

tho aJOed toMel , 

(o) A v1goroua and purpoaotul pro~rao ot oduontlon 1n decent 

and deaooratio race r t lnt1ons to bo oarrlod cut throu~out the 

Aray And NAvy. 

(4) A radloal l.r r eviled Navy pro~ra.o • hloh vlll lnolu.do the ao-

ooptance or Nogroee aa oocolealoned ottlopra, the ueo or Negrott 

ln ~anerel an~ teohnl oal eervloo on ee~~olnS ve11ola, the 

ella.1,..t1on ot reatr~otlona prevant1nt; oa,p•blo me11aon from 

1 

'• 
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'""'fti'(enr end l)rocot1on out o t that 
I 

ot Jfet:r;ro woaen 

U{lro~t1on. 1 

in the VAV£8, SPA.RS , 

(e) Tho •bol1t1cn 

1orv1oo •nd. the •ooeptanoe 
I 

and nurn oorpl ""\ th u '0 

t Acllltiel at aroy l)Oit l ~d naval lhoro 1nstallat1ona laa voll 
I 

"' tho aboll.tion Or 1e~ro.:sat.1on or blood p l .er.V\ t or •· t he armod 

aorvloee. 

(t) ~he pro~r•••lve reaovAl or Noqro troops troo thoae creAl 

vnere t hoy ~ro ~reatod· vlth vl olonoo, ftbuiO ond c11er4apeot 1n 

• t ho ,oivp1n~ Oo~nU,)" · ln V10W or tho deoonetratB4 fnab1l1ty 

o r tho t odf(lral aUthori U oa , .;111tnry t~.nd o1vll, t -o oope v1th 

euoh bobav lour . 

(g) Negroee nmrt la.r~;ely <\~ nlod tho r1.;ht t o eorve ln oonbat 

t or ooe c uat be ~1von t ho aaoe opvortunuy AS others· to eerve 

1n thl• tlold .- well a1 all other brenohea ot t he eerYice , 

7 • Wo arc oonoornod thAt th1e war brin~ t o an end 1cpor1ol11m 

and oolonl.al oxplo1tat1on. '\io bel1evo that pol1t101\l a nd eoo noo l p 

4tmaoraoy o~~ d.Uplnoo tho prosont &fa t oo or exploitation 1 n Atrloa, 

tho Wei~ ~ndi .. . lnli.U, a qd a}.l. ot.ber cOl Onlal arena . lie 1ne1et that 

all pn~ l e~ and a&ndl~tol :(orOUlntl A ro~l~n pol i cy which vlll re­

•olutely ll;ftd unequlvooapy oppoae olther perpetuatlo n o r oxton·al,;n 

ot ezplo1taU,o n baeed upon 1 vb1U auper1or1t'1' o r ooo no01o• o r pol lt~ 

1oal ~vantes;e to 1 vh1te" ~C·i<MI.•*' tho exponee Qt the ·w o-thirdtf•-or 

the people ot tho earth who,aro brovn, yellow, or blaok of l kin. Tho 

Unit ed Stat a.. mu•t po int the. wa:t b)'. lnolt.d.i~ No.;roee 1.!10"'? 1ta repr..; 

aentat ivea at tho peace oonterenoo or peaoe oonterence1 M!\ a.mo~ lta' 

41ploDAt1o, teobnloal and protoe,ional o ~orte ong~ed l n 1ntornat1onal 

poat war r Goonatruot1on. 

a. Hegro Amerlot~.nl aro f~llY awa re ot t bo toroea ln thil 

oountr, vh1oh are nov atteoptlnq to erroot tho noo1nnt1on ot re­

aot1onar7 or vao1llat1ng oan414atol t or the Prell denoy and Vice~ 

Prea1deno7 ln botb aaJor pollt1oal p~rt10io 

4llo Ne~o vot er• are dlatrue,tul ot noet oAn414atea who OOQI 

I 
I 
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t~o thott ttattt ~1Ch 4tny Htgroea opportunity to votft and onntlne 

tben t o r11;14. .-ttem• ot ••sre.;atlon t.n4 lntortor etatue. No 

oandldate troo •nt scot1on ot the oountrt vtll be Lcoeptablft t ? We~ 
I 

vot er• unlM 1 ho hat ol oo.rly deannetJ~Uid OVPOLltton t o ftnrt dopnrtl.lr'O 

' --t roo tht prova1l1NJ M t1-.Nogro trtu\1t.1nnt . ·-
--Vt htrtb! aerve notloo t.hnt 1f oHh.or DAJor pol1Uoll., J>Art1 

ahftll noolnoto tor Prot14ent or Y1co-Pret14ont a cand 14att of 

vaotllAU.r\4 o r reaoUoMf'1 ohiU"flOter o r vieb an ant1- Nnc;r o l"ttOOr4, lt 

"' Nmu.dlato all vonol pol1t1c1-ant, HO IJro Md V\lte, vbo 

atteopt tor ~rto~l profit to •4tl1Tor the Ho~ro vo~•·· Vt horoby 

torYt noUct thAt th.e Hoctro hat oooe r. t e;;o ol1Ue-$lly. 

Thlt etntooont ill 4t11t$1104 both t o ~ko olo(lr t ho Noqr., '• 

p~•ent nttltudo or reaontcon~ ~ntnat the thorto~otnqa .,, bot h onJor 

polltto~l port l oa and ~o aorvo na & ~utdo ln QOAIUtl~ the fUture 

1ntent1o~ or partlc• and ctndJdatos . The tlrot toet of th~ hr.neaty or 

these lntontl , nl vlll bo tho vote upon tho oen41r4 poll tAX bill ftn4 

cl oture 1t noooeef\.r y, and wo eorvo not1oo en o..U Sonlltort end the i r 

pnrty nttool&tot thnt wo vlll vl~orouely opooeo all Senntore vh~ rcru ao 

to vote for oloture o·n thll bUl. Vo ooll upon enl1i;btent4 ll'lbcr. 

church. tAra An4 other .fN"l)l t o opuooe aottvolt t ho cur!"41nt llnve or 

rar.ot1t:~ n. Ve will ooob1no on a o1n1ouo prosrno vlth euoh enU4btened 

~roupe. To~ethor theeo ~upe oonetltuta A cnJor1ty ot tho olaotor~ee . 

Together wn v111 beat book tho tide or rooot1on And b•lld a oor o 

4ocent " orl4 nov «Lnd 1n tho poet Yt~.r yenre Yh1oh co.n 1nauro " durAble 

pellOOo 

' 

Elo1o Auot1n, DELTA 810HA THtfA SORORITY 

Moey KoLood Bethune, HATI<>NAL COJNOlL Or NI»RO l(IMF.N 

Dr. R. A. B1111nae. PKl BtrA StOMA r.RATERNlTr 

Oloar Brovn~ millMOO, lU.DrOlS, XATl<»>AL ASSOCIATION 
FOR Tilt ADV•HCD!DII' OF COLORED P!lOPLE 

Dorothy Hobday Bryant, tf~TIOHAL o..SSOCIA1'10:f OF' COLORil> 
GRADUATE NURSES , INC. 

J ud«o VU Ham K. KUHo, KA'!'lOHAL A88001AT1011 I'OR TKt 
ADV,.NODIEHT OF COLOI\£D PEOPLE 

I>r. D. V. J•aleon. M-otiONal. BAP1'I&f OOlrfVDC'l'IO.tf,USA,Ino.l 
an4 AUBI.XA IW'1'18T l t.U CCWVDITl<lll, lno, 

Ca.rl k • .John•on, ~Pa ~ PSI PRATI:RNM 

Belford V, Law•on ,Jr,, A~ ffil AJ.J"H.A FRATERNITY 



• 
'" Dr, H ... ytord Logan, AlJ'HJ. PHI ALl'IIJ,. FRATERNITY 

I 
Z. AlexMder Looby, OMEGA i'SI PHI . FRATERNITY 

I I 

Thurgood Marshall, NATIONAL .1\SSOCIJ.TION FOH THE ADVI.NCEIIENT 
OF COLORED PIDPLE • 

George W. Millner, INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION 

Leslie l''erry', NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVJ..NCEMENT 
OF COLORED PEOP LE 

Adam C . Powell, Jr., PEOPLE'S COIG!ITTEE 

~. Philip RAndolph, BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAh PORTERS, 
and MMCH ON WASHINGTON MOVEMENT ' 

Dr, Leon A. Hansom 

MP.be l K • . Stnupers, N.t<T I<:il.U. ~OCIAT!ON OF COLORED GRADUATE 
NURSES, I no , · 

Dr, Chnnning H, To bins, SOCIJ.L ACTION COMMITTEE OF THE COLORED 
MEll!ODIST EPISCOPAL a-lURCH 

Ashley Totten, 3HOTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR ?OBTEfiS 

Bishop W. J. 1/alls, AME ZION CHURCH 

Geor.;;e L-P Wo•.vor, NATIONAL CIO COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

Roul ah Whitb y, ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY 

Wnlto r White, NATI0 W..L ASSOCinT!ON FOR THE ADVANCEHENT 
OF COLORED PEOPLE 

Dr, HAx YP.r"nn , INTEl,NATIONJ.L CO~!ITTEE ON AFRICAN /,FF.\IhS, 
And NATIONAL NEGRO CONGRESS, 

.. 

• 
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l4r dear l!r. lihit.e& 
I . 

lira. Rooartelt 1\oo ulced M t.o 
acknowl•da• tho receip~ ot your le~~er ot 
Deceaber 13~b and t.o t.ell 7011 abe 1a eo 
eort7 abe wl.ll no~ be able ~o ~~~end ~be 
openine porto.._..,. ot •Uoten Protoooor• . 
Untortunat.ely, lira. llooortolt hu ~.,. 
..,ta a1rood¥ ocbedllled tor Dee-r Zolnd. 

Jlowyer, llro. Rooonoll 1o deeply 
eppreo1et1vo or ,your couruay 1n ext.ead1ng 
th1o 1nv1t.et1on and td.oh .. • to UloDk rou 
tor it.. 

Very sincerely 1our• , 

llr. Molter ilhit.e 

Secretary t.o 
lira . Roooenl~. 

ll<>t.1.ont.l J.aooci.aUon tor t.bo 
Adaulc....t. o! Colored People 
69 l'i!th ,.....,... 
tlew Iork (J) , N .. Iork. 

/ffD 



N.ATtoNAL OffiCIIS ........ , 
Anttwt I. lh•t.u~• 

caM ..... ...... ..... 
DL I..Oult T • ...... , 

At'fl•• C.Ufl.,._. tJ# ..._ tO.UIO 
Ho .. O.AI\U c. ro•n 

'II(.I • PHII.IJIU 
NU'J lll tUOO IUIIIUIIl 

""··· · " · 1111 .. 111"' ~oonn I.OWh&. Cuor 
Hoa. AtrTHII tr C.,PU 
0.. WAUU Gu.r CIU jjl ' 
.,, ... , Jo~~t• A, Gu:•• 
ftlY. Jolt• Hu110 HO...III:U 
Hoa. tu w. Ju.-c 
ltlw. A. 0.4 rto.- ~tu. 
Co«. TMlOMC ._.lvtl. T 
os..-...... G.t.u1 ... vu.ua. 
Wlu.u• Au.u Wturt 

UCAJ.UI 
MAa'J WMITI O't!ll , rOM 

tOAIO ~ O!ltClO.tS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

ea F IFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, 3. N. · y , 
T~OHC1 ALOONOUIH 41·~110 

lleoenber 
13th 
1943 

Dear llrs . Roouevel~: 

r:UCUTIVI ornCUS 

I tried ~o reach you by ~elephone at The White 
l!ouoe las~ week but was unsuccessful. I wan~ed to 
transnit on behal f of Illes Jean lfuir nn invitation to 
you t o ot~end the opening on Dec&ober 22nd at tho 
Forrest '!heotre of "Listen Professor" about whloh 
she h.as written you . I do hope ~hat Llrs . White and 
I shnll hove the pleasure of seeing you there. 

Billy nose bus oskod oe to soy to you ~hat he 
would be delighted to place tickets at your disposnl 
to see 1•carr.1en Jones" ony-t1me you care to do so . 
Urs. White o.nd I sa11 it on the seound night in Philo­
delphia and ogoin at tho opening in !low Yor k. I oo.n 
guarantee you one of thu liveliest Bnd uost enjoyable 
evenings you have spent in the theatre in e long time . 

The 11or Deportment notifed ne t his uoroing by 
long disto.nce telephone that I had boen cleared and 
ecoreded tor the ~lish Theatre of Operations . I 
shall probo.bly be leuviug shortly aft or ChristrJaB. 
I wrote ~. Roland Huyes os you suggested and he has 
asked ue to come up to Boson, if poss1blo, before 
leavill6 to talk wi ~h hie. This I eboll try to do. 

Co=~~ 
SeoretBry. -

ure. Eleanor Roosevelt 
'!'he \/hi te Houae 
Veshington, o. c. 



' 

117 40&1' llllu lhdr< 

obe • Ul l>e ,....l>le to b• your Ill••' a\ \llo 

- - to b<tr 1l> rour l o\tor or t l>e ? \ ll, 

Ulpu,.iblo tor b<tr t o aooopt. 

tu.aa 1MA lhdr 
R- 1111 

Vary aino•~•lY youro , 

llS loa\ &? \h Stroot 
... Torlt 19 

- Torlt 

I 

'· 



Milton Baron 

Jean M uir 

Toni Ward 
I 

/,' II, J 3 

., 
1 

{)IWJ ,o' 
('V' December 7, 1943 

Dear Mrs . RoosevelL : 

I am wriLing Lo aak you if r,ou would be our guesL 
aL the opening of our play 'Liat.en , Professor!" 
starring Dudley Digges on the eveninR or Oecem~er 
twenty-second at t.he Forrest 'fheaLre in New Yorlr . 

The play , I am sure , wil l 1nt eresL you . I t is an 
adaptation or s comedy by Alexsnder ' Af1nogenov. 
It ia a simple play, warm and rull or everyday life 

of the Soviet citizen . Therefore , i t is important 
in i ta relations to Amer ican-Soviet friendship. 

This ia my first job or producing end I really am 
more nervous then ell· the actors out together! 

I was so disappointed not to have met you the 
evening you spo~e at Lincol n University with 
Walter White . 

I hope you can corne f or 1 am sure you will have s 
moat enjoyable evening. 

Sincerely, 

J!}: JK 

Ill WUT iltt. SllUT • NEW YOlK CITY It, N. Y. • COLUMIU~ f.l18l 



llr. llal t.er !Illite 
~~~~~~~~r 
Adnnc-~ ot Colorecl People, 
69 P'ittb Aftnue, 
lin York, N• Tori<. 

Deceaber 2.2, 1943. 

Tbe Pr .. iden~ 10 buey be doubtl be can 11e yoll. 

llalvina c. T~eon 
Secret.ary ~o 

itre . Rooaevelt . 

vtlS 
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PEC 20 10 11 Pil 1£!3 

WVX CD NE'IIYORK NY DEC 2U 194~ 502P 

MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT 

THE 1'/H I TE HOUSE WASHDC 

. I 

WOULD PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE PERM IT HIM IF HE CARES TO DO SO SEE 

ME BEFORE I' LEAVE? I AM NOV/ ON DAY TO DAY BASIS AND NOT I 

PERMI TTED LEAVE NEW YORK CITY BUT COULD, OF COURSE, GET SPECIAL 

PER/JISSION TO COllE WASH INGTON TO SEE PRES IDENT 

VIAL TER \'.'H ITE 69 FIFTH AVENUE. 

. ~ 



The Xop"O ·~ter h&o DOt; yet ob.o .. 'l!. oide• tor li«<. 

~ TO~ OUAI)t r purobaud by d.ht.rl'b\ttiDI aQD4J)' t;.o aDd. throup 

party bt.olu. It outDOt ~ won by polnt.l.o.,e, to job• r;l~.o to a tn 1041-

Yidu.d Novo ... al tMu£b tN rooop.i t1oa ot tho hr;ro u u 1nteual 

~n or t~ bod.y poll tio t.hrou1h tlw •olntoi.CIIl ot 4lU&l1tlod lilouo.• 

tor- appo1nth• or eleothe ottioea 1.• l.nolu4o4 -.one tho llop-o'• 4o­

-.ndl. Tho lllogo ?Ot.e no lollfS•r oan bo won by •aaior;lou conora,11t1of 

1.u puty plat.tor-. ..tdob a.ro pr<:lllllftly tor.,otttlll on oloot1on cU.y. 

the Ji.go •oter will oupport • polltioal p&rty tm1oh by ~rd• 

t or th.lr l..en llillion ._.ri ol.ll Wep-oeo aad to better tho lot or a ll 

d t .. .dn.nt-.c-cS people in thll <K>...ntry. The lievo kntrwa that hh .otiJlc 

otnu~ l.o 1'1 or 110n atat.o with 261 or 110ro vot.oa 1A \bo olootoral 

ooUoc- d..,., hlto tho pot.wthl bt.luoo or power 111. any roo.ooDab}¥ 

olooo ,'ba tlonal olootion and 1n -.rtf ot&t.o lll.d locol oloctiont. Hi a 

•oto no lo~or bolontt to aey o.oo politioal party. Althout;h tho Nouo 

hu lar~S~lY a uppor tod. U\o DeptOoratio Po.rty 1.D recent. yoo.ro, it h 

hi&hJ.y d Qli tiout that ill 1M3 tho Jiego vote played t.n t.aport&At 

part 1n tben ehotion or a liouo COIImLI.01.ot to the No• 'tori:. City CoWloU, 

a lllegro RopubUoan ao Judco 1A tM oas. o~ty~ • I>Pocratlo ~or 

auooouou aro no bettor • they -.y oxpoot the ••• toto at t ho oext 

olootion. P'or it t.ha )for,ro 4oo• oot aln,yo tiD-'ll &l\Y utht'aotory oa.o, .. 

d\dat. to al.l,pport. he oa.o. and will oo.ot.i.nu& to help re~n un••U•­

r-.otory ottiohl• Wltll tnaly dPOOrat.lo forooa ohall OOillll toto po .. r. 

tho underdr;no4 a.re ot'tioort ot ohW'oh, t"r&ternal. labor • ohio 

and ed\loatio.nal orpni•atio~a tdt.h a total -borobip or 110r. than 
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app .. h tor tt..ir aunort .a4o by pollUoal par"•• aDd lly pndd..-tlal 

ao.4 otMr oaadl4atea aooordln' to tho tollowl oc ya.rdatlc'ka 

1. t~• Masro ,.opla, llka all o~r ~rl~&Ga, rooo~•• ~ 

wv u tho ohiar lnu• oo11noontinc o\lr oou.llt.ry. Wa 4a-.nd ot a.Q,y 

pol1t1od pe..rty duirtn.c tho npport ot Havou • rtaoroua prou ou• 

\lOG Of tho Wtlf'o Wa are oppoad to -.ny 1Mptlah4 peaoa AI ad'f'OU,titd. 

by t.M Ui\hr•U.ka tbroaa • Uh1A 01.11' 00\ltj\.r)'. Ylot:>ry _,,t or~oaab 

tt1tlarha boU. a. to hOalt a.a .. u •• abroU. 

la tftb atiAc tha mrit. ot ~1•• ud. o&a414t.Wa .. aa1t la· 

ol\lda a U. 1..-v.a-tho .. too.achi.rl.c thl Ute ot Wavo .. u • v oup •• 

.. u at t.hott a thotloG tM entire oo\11\t.ry. The puty or G&NUd&t.t 

who nt\laat to halp control prlo .. , or falh t o npport the axtant1on 

or tooJ.al aaourlty, or ratuaa• to t upport a pr otr•••l•• publi c protr._ 

tor 1\111 poat ..._,. •11Plof1:14nt, or oppo,., an •h.rc•<S ~.n.d wuaqa~ttd 

pro,.... or £0ftn.ct.-~~ taou.1Dc, or tnt. to d. .. troy or£t.Aiu4 

labor, h •• woh the • rlCG' of tbe Novo •• b he -'to would prewat 

~ ••v• tr• woti.Dc. 

2 . tre 1n.aut upon the rlt)l~ t.o wote 1D • .,..ry atate* \UU'e .. 

at:rioted. by poll W.Xot, .rtlite de1110oratio prlMr-1 .. , tho torrY-J\derJ.M 

ot 4hcr1ott1 or ·~ oth.er deYioo d.,lpe<L to d.itfra.nohhe t.he Hesro 

aDd other wteu . 1Jri pol1t1o.t put:y ln. power, or atp1r1n& to power, 

.... t d.~et.ra.t.a ita clat.r:aim.tioo tJvou&f' lepdaUon a..Dd. throu&)l 

YiC(lrOU.. OttAl.Ml proaeC\I.tlOG by the 0.fNU't.Dt of Ju.at.ioe io proteofO 

&Dill .. ewe 'W'Oti.D£ ... • ~ul riP,\ or olU aoaabip. 

~. The •••.r-.. ri.oua erll or lyoohin.c a.nd aob TiolaDOe haa M­

ooa. .ore or-ltioa l •• • raaul t ot unreot.ralned Yiolon~• a~lnat 

Mauou 1n tM u.ed aer'f'ioet. Ko n.a~.lon.l ad.a1rUatra.t1on ot.n •rit 

tlw auppor't or tho ll'ouo l,lftlou i t h ool:llllltted to a loghlat1ve kn4 

ada1Diatrat1~o procr .. tor tho ol~e&tloD ot thlt national dl•tr•oe. 

4. Rapubllcum Nl4 Deaoorat1o ••Mu of tho StrAte> a U.k o h&" 

att..~tood. to clelwlo u by allepn, tMt Uwy f'u or a:oti-lyaoMnc, uti­

poll t.u, u4 other lepel&tloo a.,a1Dt t ,.loh tUlbu..at.on by So~ott.Mto 

De.oorat o ,_.,. b .. n. - c-d tNt on wbiob \.twto Ropubllc&A ancl Oo.oontle 

Senatore fro• at.ateo W'Mre JCoqooa • oto ro t\l•o to TOto tor olot~.ara, We 

' 
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f'aill.l.n to .ot.t tor olotun • ill be oo~Ub'u.d by v.• aa oppodtiOA to 

Wba.tuer hr;hhtio:o ror the btnet1t or tlM Jriego an4 otbor aloor1t1 .. 

ap1Ju1i wbioh a tUlbvtt.er it nged, the Senat.e rule uquirl~ & two­

th1rch Mjor1ty to e.ad debat.e. oo~inecl wt th the retu .. ~ o r SeD& tore 

I to YOte tor olotur-.. h one ot tb. tnat.eat obet.ad•• t.a liberal 

t.p.tat~on. 1n ~rd and. to ht1dat1on tor t he better"'IIIJ1t or the 

bleuo•e etatu1 1.D pa.rtioul.llr. Ker;oee in.tht that u t ioo.al p&rti .. 

and indi.S.diual oandJ,dat.ee for .. n.at.or pled6• i .o adn.noe t.hl!li.r euppo;t 

to the abolition ot thil two-third• rv.h DO• re:tu.ired tw ofotw'e. 

6. Th6 pro&ru now 'beiot OIU'ried on tJu•outh the Ft.ir Ellploy-

•:ot P'raotioe C~tt4e W toouro and protoot thlll ri.Q!.t to work with .. 

out n.Oid or rd1£iout dltor1Ja1nation IIU.tt be oontinvod e.nd e:xpandd 

clt.tr1D& M4 •fwr t.he war. No party "or oa&Udat.e for tho Pnuidonoy or 

&ppropri&tion tor a Pai r Eaplo~t Praoti oe COCIII!tt.ee 'llheo that iuue 

nuded l\lrther to .. cure the rl~t or cd..norltiea to • ode • tthout 

dhorllldnat.lon. 

6. lio 1nJuat1oo ••'bitten Jl•vo•• aore tht.o oontia.uod uqo-

t•t.ion and dlacd.mlnation in the &rDIId foron. Vhe po11oy or t.ho 

1a ba.d 1n Pr1-noiplo and bu h.t.l.od. Any puty ..tlich hopea to Win tt. 

eupport ot Keuo" -..at adopt a now e.od d.~ratlo prou ... tor tholr 

(a.) Full lnter;ra.t10I1 or tho Kogo into tho &rllllld b:lrooa wtthout 

••U•fi&tlon. 

(b) the a.bolitlOA ot quota• 'by no• ot tho •dioa l oorpa. nur11 

oorpa, toohoioal and all other br&Dohaa or aer rloo throuq,out 

Md de.oontlo noe relt.t1oa..e to IH oarried out throu&hout the 
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oopt&aoo ot latroe• •• o~aalon.d otrloara, ~ ~•• ot M•~• 

1:4 ctMrd ..,.. t a o.hDl.U Mrftao • •••-&OlD& .. , .. h, tho 

o lia1Aat1oll ot t'Ot~lo\lou pre..oU.ac, o•pe.'f• .. , .... n-­

t:r&D~tor • 4 p...o\toa out ot that .. n1.oo M4 tn. aocap~ 

ot liago n•D 1A ttM WAVHI, IPARS, ~ eur .. oorpa wttbou\ 

.. uopt1oa. 

(•) !~ abolitlon ot •• cr•s-tlon 1n roor.atloDAl .nd o~r 

taoll l tioa at ar.r po•t• and Da?al •hora ~t&ll&tlon. •• wall 

' •• the abolit1~ ot ••cr•£•i10Q ot blood plaa .. tor t ho ~d 

( t ) '!'he prog .. aho ,...,.,.._1 ot lilogo troop• ITOJJ tho .. a.r••• 
where the-y are uoa.Wd with rtol.enoo, abuJo &D4 4 1anapeot b 

ot tho ~.nal author1tha , a1Ut&ry a.ad o.trll, to oo~ with 

to:rcu aua t bt &i'I"'G tho , .... opportutl.lty •• otlwn to .. ,. .. 

1n t.hh thld •• woll. u all ot.Mr brUIOhu or the .. rrioe. 

and colonial oxploltation. Wo bel lo•• that polltloal and eoonoado 

. 
the Wut IDdiu, Iad.h, 6J:I4 dl other ooloni&l. areu. lto 1Dtln: that 

aU partiu .nd o&Ddld.atu ft>nulat.t • tonlrJ1 pol1oy 111hich wi ll r ·o• 

lo-.1 acln.ctap to • 'W!Uu• aaUocu a. \ t.h• •JlP"A•• o.r t;be t.o-thlrda ot 

~ people of -cbt ••rth • ho &r e troYD, y•llow, or bhok ot •ki.a. fbt 

po1t -*r reoooatruotion. 

8. H•v·o ~r1oa.ru art tully awau ot th• t oro•• in thh 

ooUAtr)' tlbioh a.r• oo.r a tt;e.pt1nr. t.o •tteot the o.oa1a.at1on or re­

ut1oDN'Y or n oUl• tht o&.ad14&t.el tor thl Pr .. 1d•noy a.nd V1o•-

.. 
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n-oa thO•• ·~t .. 1th.loh 4eQY ll'tsro.• opport!M11ty to wot.. ead. oonti.ae 

r I " 
thta 110 r1&1d pa tt.enu <>t .. v•rt1on. a.n4 inh {1or at&tut. JJo ... ,. 

oa.a.d1datt tr.oa aay .. otlon or the oolw.vy wUl bt> aooeptable to N•tro 

'fOi.rt waleu he h .. ol .. rly d.e-oottrat.4 oppotitloo t.o &l'ld dtpoarfiUrt 

tro• \..M preft.illD& ac~-~qo trd t.Uon... 

We l'Mrt by .. rn ootioe that lt e1Uwr • Jor poUtioal puty 

aha ll ....U...t .. fbr Pt-u1~:1t or Y1ot4,..114ent a ca:adidat. ot 

pu .. at &Uitu4e or reaentatnt apiae t Ute eho.rtooai.D&• or bot.b •jOr 

pol1Uot.l. putt .. Uldi to .. rt't u a «Uldt ln ••turin~ tM t'Utw't 

1ot.nt1.0M ot partle• ~Md oNldldt.Wt. the tint te1t or the honee ty of 

~•• intentlotw wlll be t.ht TOte upon the pending poll tu: bill and 

party auooiat.e that ... will n,orwd y oppon a ll S4u1a tora whO retu.n 

t o,other ,.. rill but b&olc: tho t1dt Of rta.otlOD IU'Id build .. IliOn 

lhlt Alult.ln. D6LtA SIGMA. TtllfA SOMORlf'Y 

Mt.ry MolAo4 htJ:ame, JC.t.TIOIW. cowcu. or ncM'I .,...,. 

Or. II. ,._, 81llil:l.p , P8l Dti. IJOUA. PUTIRWln' 

Otou 8rown, CHICAOO, I J.LI'NOIS, l:lATlC:IU.L ASSOCUfiOV 
POJl TICt.l ADVAKCllaeNT OP COLORED PEOPLE 
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Dorothy Hobd•y Bryant,. HATiotW. ASSOO~l'IOH Of COLORED 
GHJJ)UI. ft: MliRSts I HIO. 

Juct,o Willi• H. Hattie, lU'!lOKAL .&SSOOIAflOM FOR TH1 
AU'i~Ctl.ENT 0, COLOMED PEOPt.B 

Dr. D. V. JolllitoD, NJ.UONAL BA.Ptlst' COlrV!:N'fiOH, USA, ll'lO.J 
and~ BAP1'IST StATE CONVEIIt'lOll, Inc. 

Cul R. John•on, KAPPA ALPHA PSI P'JtAt'EfDli'l'Y 

6eltor-d v. Lanon, Jr., Al..Ptl4 PUI ALPHA PRAtmtKl!'Y 

~ hyford Loi!:&n., ALPHA PHl J..lPHA f'P.ATBR»lTY 

,z. AloxJa.ndor Looby, 0l£0A PSI PBl PRA'J'£RHlrY 

Thur&Ood lALrtba.ll, NATIONAL ~SOCUUON POR TI:IB ADVANC&JAi.NT 
OP COLOPf!D PEOPlE 

O.o.r~ W. Willner_, INTI::RNAflONAL LOSGSHOlU:lt!:H'S ASSOCIATION 

Lod1o Porry, NAnOKAL ASSOOIATIOli POR TR£ ADVAJiCEl4.."NT OP 
COLORED P!JOPLB 

Ado C. Powell .. Jr., Pl.'OPI.&'$ COl!2.flTTEE 

J. .• Ph1~1p Rt.ndolph. BROTI:I::RHOOO OF Sl.El>PDiG CAR POHn:RS, 
t~nd I!A.P.CH ON 'l'fASIIIll:O'l'Oh' UOV&llai'f 

Dr. Leon A. ~aoa 

Uabel K. Staupor., IIATIOl~Al. ASSOCIATIO!; OP COLORED GRADUATE 
IIUP.SKS, lNC. 

Dr . ChaMin' H. Tobia.•, SOCUL ACriCP.i COm!ITTU OP 'flit,; COLORED 
IIETtiODIST EPISCOPAL CWROH 

A1hloy Totten,. BROT~UROOI) 0~ SLB!!PlNG CAR PORTBJt$ 

Bhhop W. J . W&lh, AHS t!Oti CKURCH 

Geoq;• L•P Woanr, KAflOSAL CIO COJAII'f1'l1:: to ABOLISH 
RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

B•ul a.h Whitby, A.l.Plil UPPA ALPJU SOROiUTY 

Wf.lt.or fib.ito, MI.TIOKAL ASSOCIATION JOR tHE J.OVANCEUBNT 
OP COLORED PEOPUl 

Or. Nu. Yerp.o, INTBRNATIOMAL COW.C:'M'EE OK A.f1UCJ.N .APFAIP.S, 
AliD NATIO~AL H~GRO CONGR&SS. 

I 
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wy 4.,... ltr. "1!1te : 

10~ the o~clo•ad lo ttor. Wi l l ,ou ploaoe 

your or&OII1<'1t10D coul.;! b•lP l..r. C1lery? 

S.Ore\Uf so 
Wr•. Rooii11111Yalt. 

L Ill' ._l!t.l_!n f1!! te ., Preai .:~ t 
JI&U.,...l .uaociaU OA ror the AdT&Dcor-s 

ot ColOI'M Ptoople 
69 l1ttb ........ 
._ Tol'k, ._York 

y W.r. Oarle a Cilery, Polnte-a-P1tre, Guadeloupe, 

'· 

d. 

date4 Dec.30, 194,. Reters to Mrs. Rooae•elt'a article tn~egro Digest 

an4 P1tteb~8 Courrtor wbieh he traasleted and publtahed in 1reneb la 

Oua4•loupe. Wanta ao&e help tn c .. •tlng a better und erotacdtng bet-een 

eolortd paoplos or tbia eo\11\try and Ilia. 'l'r16d to lis .. tho Pittab~g 

Courrler publish a French edltioa. Desiree pibllcattoaa and. rmgaztnea 

concornJ ~g aottvttles or colore4 people ot the Uelted States but haa not 

tba tul>lla to pay for tha.. • 

•• 
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·. \ OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION 

' UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

JI1/J);... f .!../.! 

Ueor l.lrS . 1ioosevelt : 

I z:; -
AMiiRICAN CM8ASaY 

l.ONOON 

Febl·uu 1·y l 041 

... .. ~ 6 • REC'I> 

I wunt yuu &nd the Pro<;l<l ont to soe 
the enclosed report which I iwvc IJilde to c"ro :rul s 
,J;isenlw\'ler and Lee and to .~ubassador ;,inont . nll ttu·ee 
hovu ,·.orked assiduously to conect not only specit'ic 
cuses of' disct·iJ.,inotion but the bcsic philosophies vut 
of' "iU.ch tho cuses "riee . In o conf'a:ronce lb;.t1ne 
ne.,~ly two hours lost F:ridoy ~;.ornine "ith cenet·als 
Ki senilo-.<er end Lee I v.us info~:.:ed tnet the "off ULlitS" 
prectice is boifl€ abolished tnrough en Older by ccnerel 
Eisenhov.er . In.!:poct01· Cunoral !Wines, & t the ins tl'Uc­
tions or Coneral Lee , is lnveetie<-tinL specific cuses 
of injustice, includint; the elleecd a i spt·oportiuncte 
sentences (liven Nocro sol diers by Special and Ccnerul 
Courts L.arti a l. 

1'ha ~<ituation he1·" 1 3 aifficult i n 
M•ny r e3pe cts but t ile bl' it:~ht s pot is the eot;ct·nesu of 
the nlceri can niGh Cor.uuanu lind tlte ;~obossodot· to OOl' l'OOt 
cc,ndi tions . t •• r . ii(!Br und h.essrs . Jto ck!lon Gnd tlw,lbl et 
of • ne o·.11 hove been exoeodirl81Y nel pl'ul end ( enet•ous . 

I nLvo been as.red tu w1·11.o one of tile 
t~t·z..y 'l'alks "nd OJu Ooinc so befol'e leevi ne the .. TO . In 
&n e t·'ticle I nuve written fol' ~ cmd in disputclles I 
...., dui !J8 fol' the ~ York Post I nove tried to ewphas1ze 
the etfi ru.to ti va opproiiC!lus ••el l cs the d i f'ficul t'l.es 
v.r.ich race prejudice has ct·eoted . 



I wuu interested in noti ne in ~od~y · ~ 
Londvn papers tnot )'VU Ul'e SliOrtly IJOing to the Ct.lribbeon. 
I hope it will bo MY BO.x> l'Ol·tune to have yo111' tl'iP oo­
inuide witb 1..y ul'l·ivol i n the Cu1·ibbeo n 'flleot1·e . 

' I 
, '••Hl you IJe ijood enou{lil ~o 1,ivo the 

Pl·esident L•Y kindest l'OCul·ds , end roy '11n1·w contn tulct1ons 
on J1is vetb of tne ;,n~i-.:.ubs1dy !Jill e.nd tho 1'&X n1ll • 

L,t·s . Frenklln 11 , hoo~evelt , 
White House , 
~~o.sh1ngton , 0 . C • 

. . 

• 

• 
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OBSJ::RVATIONS AND HECOlilldENDl.TIONS' 
OF 

WALTEH WHITE 
ON 

RACIAL RELATIONS IN THE ETO 

The following observations and recommendations 

are based upon a 15-day tour covering more than 1700 miles 

in the ETO , arranged by the U. S . ~rmy , in which I visited 

some 25 installations. hlos t of t hese were o,nes i n which 

Negro units were stationed . I n addi tion, it includes con­

fel·ences and obse1·vations in London and other pl aces in the 

ETO. 

• 

I wish at the out set to express my appreci ation to 

Al4bassador John G.. · Winant, Major Cenaral John C, H. Lae , Lt. 

Colonel J. B. L. Lawrence, and to other officials of the Uni ted 

States Army, the Aw.el·ican Embassy and the Office of War rot orma­

tion for their generosity in maki ng arrangements for me . Every 

opportunity was given me to visit·whatever i nstal lations or 

places l desired. I was permitted to talk with both office1·s 

end enlisted men under whatever circumstances I chose. Every 

facility possible was placed at my disposal to obtain a true 

pi cture of conditions . 

All I wish to say i s based upon the priuJary con­

sideration that we i n the ~TO went to win the war as speedily 

as possible. But it is possible that we may win the war and 

lose the&peace. Not the least of the dangers which may 

cause us to lose the peace is global as well as national racial 

friction. Conflifr~m~messiona ot: democracy 

and our practice ce-M~n~e or .. ated great 



-

problems, not only in the ~~0 and other theaters of 

operations but in the United States and in ' Othel· parts of 
the world. Discrimination' and aogregar.ton of Negro troops 

in the ETO and oth~r theaters has been featured in the 

press of India , the West IdMes, t.f'rica and other places .,.. 
as well as the United States . •rokio end Berlin radios 

hove pl ayed up such racial friction to t he one billion 

colored people or the Pacific, as wel l as to the colored 

peoples or Latin America end the Uni~d States , as evidence 

o.f hypooracy by the Uni tsd""'Netions . Morel~ answering such 

allegations if futile . Demonstration of our sincerity by 

correction of these condi tiona is the only effective ens•1er. 

I ·wish t o emphasize that the present situation is , 

in my opinion , neither hopeless or irre~ediable. Recognition 
of the existence or the problem end the affirmative steps 

being taken towar ds its corr ection by the Junorioan HiGh Command 

in the ETO is .tre~endously encouraging. It is particularly 

satiSfying to reed the Dire~tives which nave been issued by 

Genera l Eisenhower, General Lee , Colonel Thrasher, CO of 

EBS, sos, end other united States' Army officials . The 

adopti on and anuneiation or the principle that a l l soldiers 

wearing t he unifor w of the United States Army ere fishtins 

ror the same objectives and nre to be treated alike has 

undoubtedly lessened conSiderably tile nwnbe1· or cl nshee which 
otherwi s e misht have mode the situation worse . 

- 2 -
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euNF!C :iN-1'-lAL R Fo-lTHnT 
From my obaerva~iollll or both white ar.IJ ch!JJ.bt tO 

soldiers in three Base Seotione , i~ is apparent the~ the 

overwhelllling u;a.Jority or the w!tite American soldiers in the 

~TO are decent, fail'-lllinded individuals. Lost of thOlO have 

given little 

those coming 

thoueht to tho so-called race problem, eopeoially 
I j 

t1·om northern and western States. But when the 

problem arises the ~Jolity or t hem react on a basis or wanting 

to see justice g1 ven to every other soldier, irrespective or 

race, creed ~ color. A small percentage have given ~ought 

to the broader implicetiona or the question and are aggressively 

in favor or steps to ellmina ~o inJusr.lce. It is ••ost interesting 

to observe that many in this claes come f r om southern States . 

But a smaller percentage have br ought strong racial 

prejudices with them to the ETO from the United states end 

persistently stir up friction . These persons , particularly 

officers, have spread vicious stories among the Briti sh people 

concerning Negroes. They have told the British such fanciful 

stories es the~ ell Negroes bavo tells, the~ ~ey ore savage , 

diseased, illiterate unci will :rtope t ileir women. One verietlon 

frequently round is to the etrec~ that the AJuerioon Negro 

soldiers ere, not llke British Colonial t roops in that the 

fo1•mer were picked up in Africa ond brought t o tho Unitod 

Ki ngdom to do manual labor only. Another variation is thot 

A~erlcan Negro soldiers bark instead or talk, and that they 

do not speak English. The Lord Kayor ot one English town 

told me toot he and all the people were frightened when they 
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heard tilllt Negro t r oops were to be .sent ther e . For days the Briti sh 

' avoided even walki ll8 close to Negro soldie1·s . But one morning the 

Lord JJeiyor was greeted wi t n a pleasant "Good morning , Sir" by one 
l • 

of the soldiers. startled that the soldier could ~peak English . . 
he enyered into conversation with ~•im and thus learned of the 

fal sity of the stories which had been spread in t he town by white 

Army officers and enlisted men . 
I 

The circulation of such stories end other ac t s of 

discriDlination have had a most depressing effect upon the morale 

of Negro soldiers in the ~TO . 

I have been greatly disturbed by the disheartened a tti tude 

of many of these men. Some of them have become so embittered 

t hat they cell t heir whi t e fellow- American soldiers "the enemy" . 

Several of them have asked me , "V~t are we f i ghting for? vrere 

we sent to the ETO to fight the Nazis - br our white soldiers?". 

A few - fortune tely onl y a few to date - a 1·e dangerously near 

revolt because of t he continued insult s they ere sub jected to . 

Others have become so pessimistic Of an y change i n the situation, 

they seek x·elief in drink or , mor e frequently, in t alki ng 

despai ringly among themsel ves . 

Such a n etti tude i s bJld both for the Negro soldier and 

f or the war effort . It i s t ragic that :the Civil War should be 

fought again while we e1·e fig htill8 a \iorl d war to save civilization. 

Those responsible are , in my opi ni on , as gui lty of t reason as would 

be those who.deliberately and 1'or pay betrayed us to Hitler. 
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.11s I have already pointed out , the condition i s 

I 

rewed!ablo • I WiSh DOW t o poin t OUt t he affiri.JDt~VO steps which 

have nll'eady been taken and to report on others which may be taken 

to imple~nt th~ excellent.enunciation of prinCiple which the riigh 

Col1.l!l8nd end the American Embassy have u.ade durina tho pest two 

years . 

Affir"outive steps . 

Mention hos a l ready boon made of t ho ovor-all principl es 

which havo been l a i d down . But since the rules of behaviour were 

issued ,~ost of the~ in 1942, there has been a tremendous inereese 

in tho number of AIDBrican soldiers in the BTO . Inquiries of both 

officers and enlisted men sbow that many do not know or the 

lJ!recti vee which heve been issued . Hence, I reco••.meoA tha t means 

of implenoentina the Directives ue considered . 

I am infor med that aboard shi p lectures are s1ven to 

soldie1·s onroute to the ETO roserding t heir behaviour in the J::TO , 

which deals not only with the different conditions they vnll find 

but also tho different attitude on race of the Bl•itish people as 

contorosted with cer tain ports of the United States . This seems 

to we nooesee.ry and adm11·ablo . I beli eve t hat problems e.s coru­

p l ex e.nd e>JlOtionol as racial rel<ttions e.re not always best handled 

by a frontal attack upon it. But most of the racial clashes have 

been caused , as tor as I have been able to learn, by troops recently 

arr ived in tbe United Kinsdoo . It wight be well to re-examine 

the lectures eiven aboard ship and prior to leaving the United 



~tates so t~at soldier~ will be less i nc l ined t o cuuse t~ouble 

when t hey weet changed condit~ons i n Britain. 

I !lave b e en permi tted to see "A Welc ome t o Br i t a i n", 

1t he interesti n6 film whi ch J,S to be shown to al l J\n,er ioan s ol d i ers 

i n t he !!:TO', The seque nce dealing with the rac i al situati on in 
I 

whi ch General Lee and Burgess .L:e~edith a1·e feat ured is exce l lent. 

Indoc trinoti on of this sort against i g nor ance end 1.>l·ejudice 

cannot help bei ng effective . 

L.{l ny of fice1·s and enlisted ~t~en from t he South are hear tily 

ashe1aed of the attitude of some whi t e .lune:.:iot~n sol d i e r s against 

colored fe llow soldie rs . 'l'hi s body of opini on shoul d be he l ped 

and s t rengt hened . It has. been ••Y e~erience. t b.et to exPect the 

best f roid a Jua n usUil lly evokes t h e best ; whi l e to expect t he 

wo~st usually brings forth t he wors t . Some officers a n d enl i sted 

JUen , unfortunatel y , accept without question the esswnpti on that t he 

majority of wh i te An,et·icans are incurabl y bi goted . The result has 

been an evasi on of the pl-obl e1u involved and the auopt i on of 

tempOI·izill(l pol i cies which do l>lOJ:e lll!rM tht!ll sood . Mfe~ence 

wi ll be wade to sowe or· theaq policies 'ltlter in this report . 

;,n iMpot·tant factor in t he keepi ng down tl'oubl e bas 

been the x·eruat•kabl)' fi ne behavi or of en ovex·whe h >ing majority 

of Negro troops . 1n vi~tuelly evex·y place I vi s ited , ~<nd in 

vil·tually every c onference I ueve had Vii th ul'i ti sh psople , 1·en{!i :~c 

froM hi gh offi Cia l s to so- celled couUliOn people , thi s ue s been 

emphasized. Thex·e have been, of course , exceptions . Bu t t he 

~ut>jOrity of Negr o t r o_?pS·have won the esteeh! of tile Bri tish 

CONrrDrf'ifRAL 
- !;- • 

. . 



.l 

people not only fox· tR~ J~~lt \)n1 ted Stutes by their 

bohuvi or. ln one town i n· the •.• idlends , for oxawplc , the local 

• newspnper published u laudetol y article reeord!nc a llecro truck-
1 

ins co ... pany \lh1oh ned been stationed recently in the t to1m . 

"•lO loll8er will VIC lu:.ve teo leup i nto t Ho (..l'ttss to esoc.pe 
/ 

conoide1·nteneos o1' 
I I 

boi nc; 1·un uown" v1us the tribu~e paid to the 

heo·o 'truck drivers as contl'68ted v.i.tb tbc.t of 11111te '""erican 

truck drivers v.1.o nas been previously stationed tnere . 

One fuotor wilich should he ~o~entionod it:> the feet tlu.t 

the llV8l'&(Se' inOOlOO Of between ()()1, &I'd 7()1" of the :Jl'itioh peopl o 

is 1;3/lU per weolt , wh ich col·l·ecpont>s to tue ov~1·nr,e woee of t.nny 

J:egroes in the United States . ...n econ"'.J.c bvnd vi' sy-wpathy 

uppear~ to huvc been ere>. tee t~oereby . i!ccrv soldiex·s have boon 

le~~ prone to coLttilOnt eudibly in the presence of ux·itish peopl e 

upon the absence of radioe , '-UtC'!'nrl.lc~ , bath tubs ll.Dd otller 

~echan1cel ~evtces ll:Ore COIILlOn in the United ~t&.to's then c;>lons the 

ruajox·ity of British people . 'l'he J,.ajority or vh1te ;.uex1.can soldiers 

ox·o equally conoide1•ate , But it tokes only a fo11 wi tll bad tJL.nDOl'S 

to speal; diapal'aginc,ly of' the 1e cl; of conveaienoa in Or ec.t B1·1 to in 

to label ;u..erioans as bei nt; inconsiderate . 

neco~end~tiop~. 

It i:: rec=ended thut CE:neral <:isenhov.or ' s Directive 

to obolish "ol'f liloits" of towns , pubs and other urua•, be en-

forc'!d in all ports of t he l:.TO . In some instances CoJ..mandinG 

Oftice1·s have violated these Ol-dOl't> . In otlt'llrs , J..l'O have t11ken 

1 t upon tberuselvee to bar !leE;l'08B from entel'in(; ce1·tain tov1ns wnd 
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places of public 

mFIDENTI*L 
a ce -.:tTn.J QJ;£0 pubs , l'e:.tuUl·ants , hoto l e 

untl Cia nee nc l ls . In others , I.J's hove berr~d will to /uue r icona tz·oru 

suciJ pluces . It has been my obeervetlon that v.horeve1· a Coui!Jlllncl-

log ottiee1· is of strong cht.lracter uoi seeu to it thet any 

troubl e - ,,,ut.er, irrespective or I·ace , iS puniahod promptly Wld 

j ustly for any a·ggresslon or,olnst cnothe1· oolcl l el· there i s a t>.1n1-

tuwu of tl·ouble in thut l oc&lity . Cont.l'lll'i'llliee , col •. lllancli nc officers 

who resQrt to t)1e expedient of ueclarine places "off li..U.ts" vr of 

iesui Dt; passes ror "odd" ~>ncl "even" nit;hts usually nev e s ituati ons 

in which there is conflict 'o1· reuentment on tho part or sol<llers 

under their oonilllund , part i cularly col ored soldie1·s . 

It is 1oost unfortunnte end l•wuilioting tl•et the situc.tion 

z•eached such proportions that l.he Briti sh !lowe Offici> v.as 1'orced to 

iSsue a circular lette1· to all Chief ·const ables rerainding thom that 

1 t is not t ne policy or His J.:ajeaty ' s Gove1·nment that t here be any 

cliscrindnetion as regards the treatment or colored troops and 

" 'L'ha t if the .hn.erican service authort ties deci~e to put certain 

places out of bounds for tt\Eiir colored troops , such p r ohi bition 

oon be e!'fectod only by u.eans of on order i ssued by tlie appl'Opt·iate 

Aruerioen A1'111Y and Naval authori tic s . The police shoul d not ll.ake 

theanselves in any vtay r esponsible for tbe enrorceU!nt or such 

ordet·s . " 

.'m intel·esting observation on the 11.0 ttu· oi' towns ' beilljO 

declared "off lil>li t s " v1as 1118ue to "'e by tho Cot.~uond ill€ Off icer at 

" unit I 'vi sited i n the Eastel'n base Section . he point ed out tl&ot 

declaring tovme orr l~l)~oe a disor1ndnet1on 

.nr:u llilu.i. ._J 
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soldi ers i n 1 ts IIIIich t11ey 

l 
coul<i ao . Tbe SUJ)!e disorillll.nation ho.s worked oee.in~t colo1;ed 

soldier~ t o o ,.,uoh grouter extent . 

I would like to p~int out tile a<L..J.r able eltuation at 

'.lellill£borousli . There is but one .r<ed Cross Club there under the 

d i rection or e. Negro who i s highly respected by t he officers and 

men of the u . s. l•rmY s tetioned t here end by the townspeople . 

J.ruons the firs t Altericon troops sent to .. ell10£boroueb were 

intentry soldiers , all or who:o CW!Ie l'row the deep South os did 

the CO!li1Ue.ndiOG Offioel· . Tbe Officel· i nstructed hiD u1en upon 

a1·r1 val into town t hat they were no longer in the South and tbat 

they ~ust accept conditions es they found tbeM. he eophasizod 

tnet any pe•·son causi!l£ trouble woul d be prowptly punished. As a 

result of tho firbl otand h" took there was no tlt>Uble bt the ou cse t 

e.nd e. pette1•n or behavior was established which had r.&>de possible 

'toe elimination or all friction ei the!:" bet .. een vmi te and colored 

soldiers in the street or in places or public accommodation as 

v.oll llS in the ked C1·oss Clu\l. This pattern can be ~"'de to 

work in all e xcept raro oases , i n my opi nion. Firm action 

in the t·a re cases by the proper autloori ties will l assen 

repetition. Temporizins u~erely spreads the belief that the 

patterns of racial behaviol' or the least advanced sections or the 

Uni ted States sbnll be , the rule for the ~. 

Absence or Nesro offi cers of superi or rank. 

I t is ruy into~tion that , with possibl y two exceptions , 

'there are no Negro otficel'B in the ETO above the l'llnk ot captain • 

• 



This ohJAl.eaion hns arrected nut only the n.ol'alo of aol d iel's but 

nlso the fOl'lliOtion or attitudes on the part of white soldiers 

towards Uegro soldiers . 
I 

It would. be helpfu~ , eithe1· by br i ~illl:l ' 

to the BTO Qualified tlegro off1 ce1·s ot the renk or Colonel or 

above or b:t prorootione in the :ETO on the boeis of qUillitication , 

or both wethode , t o increase t he number of Negro officers, 
. 

especially in divisions deelins with ~uor.ele, such as :;pecial 

Services , and the l,:edico.l Corps and Public Rel.a t i ona , 

Combat troops . 

It is unfortunate that only Neero sorvice troops heve 

been sent to the h~ with t he exception, so far as I know , of 

several anti-aircraft units . Building airports in tbe cold , 

rain end mud is as important in weeing war as is flyins bombers 

rrorD those airports . So too , is unloadil18 ships end hnndlifl8 

supplies . But as one well-educated Negro eoldiel' said to 100 in 

East All8lill "It is herd to identity one •s self v.'ith fighting a 

wa1· when all one does is dig ditches and ley concrete". The same 

appli es in sreater or 1e seer 'desreo to all sos troops . The Negro 

troops in the WL~, with virtually no exception, have little or 

none of the excitement or glamor or war necessary to raise the 

aph·its and to give a sense of porti<> ipation to men who engage 

in waging war . 

It is suggested tba t consideration be given to bl'ill8-

ill8 to the ETC, tlle 92nd or 93rd Divis i ons which have been in 

training in the United States ror nearly t~~ years or more . I 

Ll attach a spocial 

!Utu I rill i I l-lf 
supplewent ot tile Arizona Deilv ~ ot 
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Tucson, Ariz •. 
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dat ed Deconlbei· 23, 1943 , devoted enti rely J bJ.I 

92nd Infantry Division. Bringi ng this Division to tho E'ro and 

giving i t opportunity to serve in tho i iiiPOill\ i ng invasion would 
' 

enormously ant ilmnediatel!y l'aise the more.le of Negro SOS troops 

in the ETO and hel p give o new concept to white Ame 1·1con troopa 

and to the world regarding tho fi ght ing quality of tlegro troops . 

St ories ore being oiroul~ted , particularly i n tloo Southern Base 

I 
Section, that there are no Negro OOIJibat troops because "Negroes are 

afraid to fight". It is no choice of their's tha t only Negro 
I 

Service t roops , with the exception noted above, have boon sent to 

the ETO . 

It is rec~nded also that Negroes being trained in 

the United Stat es to fly medium P.ombers be brought to tho ETO 

when their training is completed . I would like elso to venture 

the recoUllllendation that t hey be assigned to fly in non-oegregated 

units . It will be )lllrticulerly helpful it' the OOGllllllllding officers 

of such unit or units include southern CO's of vision and fairness . 

Spreedins of rumors rosardins Nesroes . 

The spreading of falsehoods regarding colored soldiers 

is, I reali ze, difficult to track down and oorrect. However , I 

suggest that G-2 l ook i nto this propaganda . I t would bo helpful 

if intelligent Negroes are used in this effort . Appropriate 

punishment or persons found guilty, w1 til sui table publicity or 

such puniahwont , would act as a deterrent. One Commanding Officer 

said thot Nazis were responsible t:OJ.• these rumo1·e . I have f ound 

no evidence ot tuis being true . The circulation ot' sucb rumors 



1 

18 all the mo1·e bamtul s ince it apparent l y is beine d.one by 

Americans , not in the pay or the enemy . 

Fortu'nately, some llegro soldiers llave taken these rumors 

as e joke , but others ere deeply 1·eaentru1. 

One ot the moat effective means of p1·eventing inter-

racial friction , I have tound , 19 )loving one white end one Negro 

LP petroling together. In some places there is c~ple1nt among 

Negroes because only the white tiP 1a armed . Where one is arue<l 

the other should be also. However, I feel that no MPs should be 

anued except when guarding payrolls. This would contorm v.1 tb the 

Bri t1sh practice ot bobbies end constables being unarmed , which 

has been twnd etrectivo. Some llri tish paople ba ve COit!'lented 

that Americans must be difficult to uwnage because the U. s . Army 

authorities find it necessary to arm t heir !.Ps . 

Courts J.ertiel. 

Great unhappiness among tlesro soldiers has resulted 

because of their belief that they ere punished more quickly e.Bl. 

more severely than white sol d i ers in Speci a l and General Courts 

~rtial. None cbjoot to punishment to tbe full oxtent or the 

low when guilty ot violating the Articles of War . llut they do 

objeot to the severe penalties banded down to Nesroes , including 

a nwnber of instances where Negro soldiers hove been ettocked by 

white soldiers , in which cases the aggressors hsve either been 

perm! tted to go rree or have been kiven 11eht punishment, lihUe 

the attacked Negro soldiers were given heavy sentences tor 

ee M~DEN:r.tm .. 
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defending 
e~r~NTIAt. 

themsel ves . [ OTED 
At the Detention Training C!'nter at Longport , r .talked 

I 

alone and at l ength with a nW;Iber or the Nesro prisoners . Since 

I have not had opportun~ ty to reed the courts martiel reco.;ds I 

cannot vouch for the accuracy of the steteJ:Cents mads. But here 

are a few cases related to me : 

One Nesro prisoner, from the Jilronx, New Yol'k City , bed 

applied tor paratroop duty, which had been den ied hh. . He wanted 

cowbet duty ins teed or working in a Service Battalion . •After e 

l engthy ter ru of servi ce in en engineer Bettal~on he became 

diSheartened and one ni8ht went out enol cot drunk . He is now 

serving a six months • te11n for this single infraction ot the rules . 

Another Negro soldier, troll! Ohio, serving in a Quartet"JU~ster 

Battalion told ne he is serving six months tor missing bed check 

once. l•nother from North Carolina was (liven six months for 

bucking a chow line . Another had been given six months for 

"J:I.istreatne•nt of e Ooverrunent vehicle". He alleges that he drove 

his t ruck to t he side of the road to permit o British civilian cor 

to pass . The other car bWJped into the truck, for which this soldier 

was tried in a Special Court end found guilty. In another case , o 

soldier was awaiting trial in a guard house for goina AWOL to a 

dance . He al l eges that a Lieutenant entered the ~se hall and 

began abusing and cursing the Len. When some of them protested 

agains t being cursed al l of the men hod additional char~ placed 

against t nem . This soldier claims t hat be was not even in the 

me as hall when the episode occu1·red . ue was, hov,ever , g1 ven s i x 



been placed .against him and the otbers by tbe Lieutenant , end a 

t bil:d s i .x months for telling the Court tl1e t the Arwy wa s 11wm·lc i ng 

Negroes to death, te.king theU· m~ney ( i n f ines) and gi ving them 

l.!y impression is that the men were telling the truth , 

especially since I warned them tha t I would be unable to help 

them unless they d id t ell; llle the truth. I s uggest s etting up a 

Speci a l Board of llevi ew of Cou1·ts L(ertial cases , at least one 

r~emb er of which would be a qualified Neero lawyer. I recomn:end 

that there be brought to t he l!:TO wi th app1·opriate rank for this 

purpose an able lawyer, of the caliber of Judge William h . hnstie, 

forl4el' civilian aide to t he Secrttary of Wal· , former Uni ted states 

Judge in tne Virgi n I sLands , and nell/ Dean of the Lew$chool o f 

Howard Univt~rsity, wa s hington, o.c.; or of the type of Chel'les n. 

Houston, practicing attorney i n \lashington, D .C .~ ve t el'an of 

World '.lar I , and H~u·verd Lew School gr aduate . 

If neither of these men or one like t he.n is obt ainable 

I have no doubt that tbere ere competent Negr o '1awye1·s availab l e 

aiilong the Negr o troops now in the li:'£0 . 

Tbe authoritie s a t !-an!IPOl't tol d n.e t hat the iruaote 

pupulation of the i nstitution the dey I was thel'e w~s 891 (701 

white and 1 90 Negroes). Thet appr oximately 27~ of the prisoners 

were Negroes , when t hey constitute only 10~; of the troops in t ile 

ETO , is a d isproportion which might well be looked into • 

• 
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or tile 

lrl·ru conversations with all classes or tha Briti sh 

un4 with officers an4 enliste~ man, both white end Nacre, 

' United StateBArwy this appears to be the most oerious or 

all issues. I do not protaee to know the complete answer . Dut it 

the British people wish to invite American wtlite sol4iors into 
. 

their hOJASS or to essociete exclusively witjl them this is obviously 

their own bu~ness . The SelDil principle obtains it they choose to 

associate with Negro Americans . I t is unfortunate that Ullln y wloite 

/,n.ericans believe that such relations are exclusively on e sexuel 

basis with prostitutes . I ho ve round innUmerable instances or 

British citizens wishina to assoo i n te and actually essooieting w1 th 

Nogro Americans on a basis or oo~on interests and tastes. 

1'here i s ve1•y considerable 111 feelins against the United states 

because ot some Americans ettouptin& to dictate in tho unHed 

Kinsdom the soc i al relations of tho Briti sh people . It is mani­

fest that much ill roel1ns will be loft against Awericuns if i t 

is not handled properly. 

Particularly disturbing is the report that a request 

has been ~de by Americana to the British Government that ATS, 

WRENS , I'IAAFS end other British female army or other un1 ts be 

forbidden to associote ~ith colored Americans under pennlty or 

severe censure . 

Instances whe~ein American white soldiers have attempted 

to dictate tbe social behavior of the British people have occurred 

ooNnP.E.N HAl. REs-, i1IDfED 
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with alarming frequency. Here is an example: The manager of an 

Aero Cl ub in t h.e Eastern Base Section end a traveling accountant of 
I 

the Jlrue ri can 1'\ed Cross ware driven to a hote l on 
I 

a col d nieh't 

th.rough the blackout from the CaJJ!P a t which tliey were working . 

Because of the inclemency of the weatre r they asked the t t he Negro 
I 

driver be served a drink. The proprietor decl ined saying that 

Atnerican officers had ordered him not to serve Negro soldiers on 

penalt y of t heir boycottipg t he hotel. A Negro Red Cross woman 

worker joined the party at this point and was also refused service. 

When the two whito Briti sh 1uen protested, an American 1Jajor curtly 

told them in a loud voice : "If you insist .on associating with 

colored people you must expect to be treated like one." 

Venerea l disease . 

Tied i n with the British soci a l probl em is the report of 

a higher v . d. rate among col ored soldiers. This was explained to 

roe in some meas ure by a highly-educa'ted sold ier in the ETO who 

besides being a college graduate, bad finished at the Graduate 

School of the University of rv;i ehigan, his specialty being mathe­

m.aties. lie told me of having been inv i ted, a long with other 

colored and white soldiers , for a del ightful evening at the home 

or e distinguished British citizen. I t was the only occasion he 

had had since a1·ri viDB in t b.e ETO to associ ate w1 th cultured and 

educe ted people with whom he was accustomed as in the Uni ted States . 

But the .furore raised by some of the white soldiers i n the vicinity 

over the incident had .,f~-f~e townspeople to 

~'DE~ 
be reluctant about 

- 16- . 



entertainiJl8 
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colored Bt~1BJGT.&Dr~~ult 18 that the only 

female coa.ponlonship the colored soldiers havu lire the woruen one 

mee t s in pubs , and yet they blame us for a hif9\ v ,d . rete" he 

said . 

I suggest there be attached to the Office of tM Chief 

Surgeon or the ETO at least one qualified Negro physician. A 

very large percentage of the Negro soldiers in the ETO come, I 

nm infotrued, from the South, where instructions in sex, prophy­

laxis and hyg~ne et·e aeager, it non-existent, :!'Or wllite as 

well as Negro Americans . Because ot tho 1ntensi ty of the feeling 

over aasooiotion with white Brit i sh people anl. American Negroes , 

I am informed tbet Negro soldiers are reluctant to reveal contacts 

which auay be sources ot infection. A canpetent Negro member on 

the steff of the Chief Surgeon could aid materially in attacking 

this problelD. 

Proposed lectures by Americans to British troops. 

I understand that, ' in response to requests from the RAF 

end other British uhits wanting to know about conditions in 

America·, a plan is being C>onsidered to exchange lecturers between 

Aruerican abd British troops . Properly handled, this seems a most 

valuable idee in so far as time and the exigenC>ies of war will allow . 

I wish to utter a word of warning, however, in the seleCtion of 

Americana who lecture to the British troops end 'Civilian population. 

Since this question cL race is or importance to Greet Britain, 

wi til her probl OIQS in India . Burma . Africa . t he west Indies 

' 

\ 
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end other parts of the world, extrece cure should be 

exercised i n selecting Americans who a1·e intelligent on the 

> 

American race proble~ and the global one as ~ell. I recommend 

t hat Qualified members of the armed services be incl uded among 

those selected to speak not only on the race problem but on America 

as s whol e . &xcellent resurts have bean achi eved in bringi na to 

the U.K. distinguished Americuns like Dr. J..srgaret Lleed, Dr. Henry 

Sl oan Coffin and or . Robert Lynd. If the practice of bri ngtne 

such author! ties to the U.K. and other theaters or operation 

is t o be continued, I suggest that competent Negro authorities 

be incl. uded . · 

J::ntertei ruaent of troops . 

I have found only unqualified enthusies~ for the per­

rorlilllnoes given at the Royal Al bert Hell in London end in ot her 

cities of the United Kinedow by the Army Negro Chorus organized 

by Chaplai n Perkins, os ·well as of the Negroes in Irving Berlin • s 

"Tnis Is The Amy" . \/llile Negro entertsiruaent, by itself , cannot 

solve the complex problems or r ace in the ETO, I believe it has 

added considerably to greeter understand!~ between white and 

colored. people, end it would hel p lift the JUOrale of Negro troops 

it more Negro act ors end singers were brought to the ETO. 

Paternalistic attitude . 

The number of offi cers end enlisted men ~penly hostile 

t o Neero troops i s relatively Shlnl l . But quickly destruotive of 

~orale is the outstanding paternalistic attitude of a great 

oaN:tncsNTll¢ RES, i·t,u, iD 
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percentage of wllite 
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officers and enlisted Dten.-.· "'l'his is n,ot-e 
• 

t-esented by both well-educated end less-educated Negroes then 
\ 

is open Mtegonism. 'fhey resent being treated as "boys" . .A 1 

glaring example of this is a tnemorandwu sent last Jul y to 

' Co!IWlllnding Officers of coloreu troops in witich such statel1tents 

ure roede as: 

"That colored soldiers &re akin tu well- llleening 
but irresponsible cJtildi·en. ;.s such they have to be 
given the best poss i ble care by their officers and &t 
the same time be subjected to rig i d di~cipline . , 
Generall y they qannot be trusted to tell tile truth , 
to execute complicated orders or to act on their own 
i niative except in certain individual cases . 

"That 8Jllong the peculiar churacteristics of the 
colored I·ace - • • • influences such as excitement , fear , 
:religion, dope, liquor, or the eccowplishrr,ent of 
something without their usuel spher e , tloey indi­
vidually or collectively can chllnge form with wuazing 
rapid! ty from a timid ot' bashful indi vidual to b>·ezen 
boldness or madness Ot' beoorue hysterical •• • The 
cbl ored indiVidual likes to 'doll up ', strut, brag end 
show off. He likes t o be disti nctive and stand out 
from the· others. Eve1·ything poss ible should be used 
to encourage this. Fot- exawple , know their nanes and 
occasionally call a ruan •corporal J'olm ' in place of 
•corporal Slllith ' . 

"In the selection of N'Cos the real blacl< bosses 
should be picked rather than the li~hter 1 Sl!lllrt boy' ." 

The meuoorandwn in question contains some good points but 

they are negated by the type of paragraph quoted above , as well 

as by such instructions as never to carry white and colored t1·oops 

joi ntly in libert y trucks. Such rules to Loe appea r to be bot h 

useless and dangerous . I have seen white and colored men workint: 

together in courpl ete amity, c hecking the fuses on 155 lll . m. shells, 

which is about as <langerous a j ob in warfare as ttotual OO!Jobat . To 

load these men in separate trucks after t hey have v.o:rked ell day 

OONF"IJ]?9~NTIM. [flESTRIGTED 
::. , " . . ........ 
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to~>etllel· needlessly e!JlphaSizes sepal'ati on r.nd 
I 

seo·ec;c,ti on 0 

far us is humanly possible, unde1· t he st1·ess oi' VIUl' con<:ttions , 

officcn·s assigned t o Qel·ve w:i th colored or lJliJ:.e<i uni ts should bo 

of sufficient int elli gence and sensi t iveness t o 

attitudes , ,not onl y becaus~ t hey are instructed 

~void putroni~ir~ 
I 

t o do80ut 

oec&use t 11ey have ,.;, t hi n tne10sel vee 1·espect · fo1· human personality -

irrespective of the col ol' pf the s kin , 

I recommend e.bandoru .. eat or t he cliche th<'.t soutl\e r n 1•.hite 

officers ru•e best fo~· Nec1·o troops because only tncy "undel·St~nd" 

Ne(;I'oes. In sayint; thi s , I do not advocate t he· policy of 

never assigning white southern officers to !legl'O troops any 

tuore than I would subscl'ibe to the doctrine that because an 

officer coMes from the I~orth he is therefore' free froJA Pl'ejudice . 

•leithel· of these is. true . Officers , both white and colol'ed, to 

se1·ve with 6ol ored or r.,ixed t l·oops should be chosen on the basi s 

of thei r professional 'q ualificati ons and t heir intelligence on 

the racial issue. 

An important factor to be considered in this con nection 

is t l1at the educational and econollli c standards in t he South for 

both whites and Negroes ere co nsidel'a bly below tho a verage for the 

United States as a whol e . According to the United Statas Bureau 

of Education the ave1·ae e per capite expendi t u1·e i n 18 southern 

!Jtetes fo:r the education of white children iS $44 annually and 

t llat for Negr o children ~12, as cont;.·nst ed wi t h the average fol' the 

country as o whole of app~oximately ~I]JlO annually . 

'tie must s~l'\11Tl~'fJJl:L the ,Pattern of l'O<.ie:!. 

• 
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I 
behavior of such a nd standards i n 

the ETO . We should 'follow t he puttern of the "'ost enliehtened 

:lthtes a.nd of Great Bri tai n in tnis matter. 

BecAuse virtuaUy all Negro troops in ETO are SOS 
1 

t roops it 'is more difficult to publicize t uair work then that 

of combat troops. . However , I believe the t ••ore p ublicity can 

and shou l d be given to Hegro troops in The stax·s and Stripes, 

Yank, in newsreels, and other media of p ublicity . The bringing 

i n of Negro coUlbat troops and J\ir 'Force units will ereetly 

f acl.litate this publici ty . Such publicity should not be the s l a p ­

s tick vax·i ety end !lbould be formulated along the same lines e iven 

to whi t e service a nd oombat uni ts , I a1~ pleased t o note that a 

Negro ha's r ecently been ~dded to the steff oi' ~ §.!;.~~ !!!!.£. 

Stapes . 

By confining Negx·o troops t o the l ower , plebei an type 

of pax·ticipation in t he wax·, t hey bave little of t he gl.awor .and 

excitement wllich ot her t roops enj oy a nd which s timulate t he lu to 

g rea t e l' effort . '£be right kind of p ublicity will help give Negro 

troops this necessary· s ense of participati on and i lllprove the atti­

t ude of white troops towax·ds them. 

Training of Negroes in combat. 

It appeax·s to me impel·a t i ve that ref reshe r courses be 

Si ven to Negro Service troops in the use of firearms , ..a chi ne 
I 

s uns em other weapons , J.lD.ny of these Supply t roops l'lill closely 

follow the assault waves of invasion . They will be unde1· fil'e and 

subject to as gJ.·eo.t danger as the assa ult troops . They need to be 



tnade competent in the use of ._pons ,• not only to p1·otec t 

s upplies and themselves but t o enable. them to do their part i n 

the t rying days wne n vle. i nvade the cbntinent . 
1 

In only one of 

t he units I visited d i d I learn of 1·efr eshe1· courses being gl.ven . 

r w!la !told in t his cruup t he. t although two days a week had been 

, . . set aside f or s uch traini t!B , the instru~tion gi ven was only half ­

lleal·ted end super ficial. 

The Alneri can Red Cl:'oss . 

I n muny respects the illltel'ican Red C>·oss is doing a 

s upe r la tive job i n the E'l'O . But in certain respects it has r~U~ni ­

fested a will i ngness t e> submit to the l east advanced attitude 

on I·e.ce. In the matt er of segr egation of b l ood plasma it has 

given the excuse t hat it is following the u.s . Army pattern of 

segregat ion. Al so the "wh i t e" and "l{egro" clubs i n lllO.OY areas 

have not only i ntroduced the American pa~te.l·n of segr·egation into 

B>·iti sh coL.muniti es but have denied whi te e nd colored soldiers 

the opportuni ty of frater ni zing and lear ning to know each otner 
< 

as f ellow Alneri cans under ndml.rnble c1l·cumstonces. The e xcellen t 

job done i n pl aces like Welli ngborougb where wh1te and Negr-o , 

northern a nd southel·n , sol<iie1·s ilave learned to get along togethe r 

with eacb ot her at the one /;RC c l ub, should be the pa t tern in all 

ARC clubs. 

But I v<>ul d like to so beyond tbe quest i on of recial 

rel ations ~itb respect to th~se clubs . I reco~end tbo t con­

s i derat'i on by the u.s . Army a nd the Ameri can Hed Cross be given 

rNE!~N+IM. 
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fi~§TBJQIEQllies to open United to joining with thu 

tl&tions canteens '•htch woul d bo u.sed by ~llied ~olC. iors or ell 

natiooa·lities. '.l'bis will pert..it British soldieu to know 

JIJi!Orican soldiers; t.ustral i ans to know Canadians ; Polisn soldiel'O 

to !(now FI·ee Fl·enoh Hol di era . I believe this would contribute 

ill.imeasurably, it handled wisely, to,,.u'ds the eliJ<~ination or LliS­

conceptions about ~ch other ~ong soldiers or various courtries , 

CI·eeds and races. It tllis plan is not wol'kable no1·• I would 

certainly reconDJland it f or 1wpl ol•lant at1on when the u .K. becomes 

' 
un evacuation Tho e. tel'· af ter the invasion bas been l aunched . 

J.mbassador Winant explained to me tt."t "'uch or the 

woney tor tile operation of these clubs was given by Aitoerican 

people for the use ot: t he i r ow n soldi ers end t ho.t thi s is one or 

the logical rae sons why the use of the cl ub is oonfi ned to those 

wearing t he 6"'erican unif orru. But there is alDo the considerati on 

that the Red ·Cross llss taken ovt~r •• ore than Hio or the hotelll und 

buildings in the U.K. - with this and other costs being charged 

agai nst Iend-leaee . This raises a quest~on which way conceivably 

l ater injure Arlglo-Americen relations . But even it' that does 

not happen, the Red Cross is losi ng a golden opportunity by limit-

ing its services to Americans. 

The joint informal Oilited States Army and Amel·ican !led 

Croas commi ttes, appointed at t he suggestion dt' A14baasador Winont , 

otters possibili t i es tor real ae rvieo in a ttacking the~e problems, 

especially it the co 

function effectively. 

ttee iS eiven authority to ect end 
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I wish to express sretitude to Captai~ t.lax K. Gilstrap , 

who arranged the t our and accompanied me on 1. His deep in~erest 

in t he subject end his wide e:r,perience were of 1llmtense value . I 
1 I 

wish also to express appreciation for the aid given u~ in the 

Eas tern Base Section by Lieutenant Robert Dehler, PRO, EBS; to 

!.!ajor Rodney !Janson, of POrt Intelligence , VIBS; end to Lieutenants 

Gordon J , Berger and \'/ellington C. Parker of SBS . Each of these 

pers ons accompanied Captain Gilst1·ap and myself in h is respect ive 

Base Sect ion. 

I arrived in t he ~TO January 3 , 1914. After spending two 

weeks in London and vicinity confe1·ring v.1 t ll officiel e of the u. s . 

Army, t he American Embassy, the. Office of War Information, t he 

0 ritish Minis try of I nformation , t he American Red Cross end other 

agencies, as well a s individual·s , I visited between January 18 

a nd February :3 , 1944 , the camps e nd other installa t ions in the 

t hree Base Sections on wnich the foregoing observations are based, 

.\:~li:b~tted , 

WALTER Wlfi ,TI> 

ll February 1944, 



!liar 11r • t 111. te , 

I .. Yery :~ucn itiWoat.ed ~o tlavo ywr 
le\tAJr and ; bJlprec:1a~e ywr wr1 t.lu&. I a 
a o ~:llid you !lnd tll1n~11 be\ur and I 10U l 
eh6~·• 1'CW' rftpek't ,•hen it coeee , • 1 th t.h~ 
Preairlent. 

t • ill look ro ...... &•d to .... riny at.oui. 
your t.rlp lifher. yo~ retum. 

Good luck. 

Sinoerely 1our•, 

IJI,. • Walter llhi t.e 
APO 887 
Cere Poe-ater ~ 0 
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13 February 1944 

Dear Mrs . koosevelt : 

I have hnd en exoeedinsly busy 
five weeks here in which I have ,seen end learned 
a great deal . I believe conditions ere much 
better then when you were hera , t hough there are 
e greet many things which are disturbing ao:l need 
correcUon. 'l'he oost hopeful ospeot , however , 1s 

that there is a very raul will to co1·rect these 
conditions on the port of the top officials like 
Generals .Otaenhower "nd Lee ani /IJhbossedor Winant , 

Herbert Agar , c . D. Jackson and 
others a t O'.';I have al ~o been most kind and helpful. 

I hove been requested to make a 
report on JAY observati ons t o the Ar1ny and i::rubessy 
official s and em , of course , doing ao. I shel l 
send you a copy or the report , which I would ap­
preciate your sharing with the President. I shell 
return to the United ~totes early in t.ay and would 
then like to talk with you and the Presiuent about 
things I have seen or will see in the various 
Theaters or Operation. 

I was ver y much interested in read­
ing in the London papers that you ere planning to 
visit United States troops in the Caribbean . Because 

I have found that the time I allotted to the trip 

is not su~ticient to do a thorougb Job. I em turning 

• 
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f . . . 

1 back at Iron and Sholl try to put India , Chino' 
and huaaia on ay Paoirio tri p, on which I plon 
to leave t he States around the f irst or July. 
I t is lliy pl an also •to stop orr f or a bit in the 
Caribbean os I shell be returning via Brazil. 

Mrs . Franklin U, Roosevelt, 
Whi te House , 
Washington , o. c. 

·· {/;t•• l 
/' 

V It: f j tt l• "!' ( 
4 -/. '.Y I 

/' 
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*"• !!alter Hhit.e 
IIAJ.CP 
eg nttlt Anmue 
flow York, N. Y. 

)&re. Ro~evelt away tenth. Could you c0dl8 t.o • partDtent 
29 Waohinet.on Square Woot ot. al x P" on ei&htlt? 

l!llh'ino 'llla.poon 
Se cretory to 11ro. Roosenlt 



KISS THOIIJ'SON 1 

Wr. L•alio Perry from Wr. 

Walter White'• ottioo oalle d to • • Y 

that Wr. lfhlte would appreciate it 1t 

he could 100 Urt. Rooe•••l t on May 8th, 

at 6130 p.n. 

Ho h&o a board 108ot1nt that 

( 

day Whioh' will l•at until 6 p.m. and e1noo 

i t 1a the tirtt one he hna a ttended 1n three 

contha he do11 not feel he shoull mia1 it. 

Ur. Perry'• telephone n\&ber 

ia llational 679t. 
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WUX NE~YORK NY M~Y 2 1944 1212P 

HALV INA C THOMPSON SECRETARY TO MRS ROOSE~£L T 

THE WHITE HOUSE WASII!NCTON DC 

RECRET CREATLY MUST BE IN CHICACO H~Y FOURTH THROUCK SEVENTH 

WILL 8£ IN NEW YORk HAY EJCHTH AND 1" WA~HI"CTON MAY TENTH 

WOULD EITHER BE POSSIBLE FOR MRS ROOSEVELT HOST CR~T£ ) UL fOR 

COMMENT ON MY Rl:PORT 

WALTER IIKIT£ • 

' 

.. 

} 

.... s 

' 
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Hl(ILT tmER 

llr. Walter lfhito 
Notional. Aoooci&tion tor t.ho 
.l.dvanc•ont. o f Colorocl l'oople 
69 Fitt.h Avom• 
lew York , Me• York 

llq l, 1 944 

llro . Boooonlt caulcl not ao to Mo• Yorlc bocouoo ot t.ho cloot.h ot 
Seo:ret.&ry Xnox . She coul.cl • •• you, here before F'ri~ or in Mew 
Yorlc on oovont.h. Shoo lilcocl your r e port ancl thougbt voey fair anc1 
objoct.ivo. · 

• 

ii..'LVDlA C. THOIIPSON 
Soorot &rJ to 
llro • Boooovol t 

"· 



U is • Thomp110n : 

T HE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April ~7, 191.4 

llr. VIlli to eoya he ia ,:> ing to be in 

tlew York tonorrow - Pridoy - U.rough Tuesday next 

week and ho woula l ike to eoe Wra, Roooovelt there 

it poasibl•. 

DD 

. r:, \ \!:, y , '· 
v 

-/ , t: 
\ • I~ 7 :;ijij ,.- .' 

• 

, \ 
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llr. walt.er lbit.e, 
Jau-1. laaM!aUon ! or t.llo 
AdY&no..ant ot Color ed People, 
69 ruu. ,.,..,.,., 
lift Torlt, lift Torlt . 

.. 

lprU 27, 1944. 

lire. Roo .. .,.u will be hero unUl Frida.T Di.cht and ,u4 to 

aee 71'1& atop Sendillc r oport to Preaident. 

llal'fiu C • T11011p0011 
Seer•....,. t.o 

Mre . Rooawrelt. 

Note. 
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w cunvr ortt<.lJtS 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

W&.~,tle W."' M.C:IIUUf 
.. , Wlu.t•l 

.UI It U • f I(( . I U,a t 
Ull ... fM& ( IIIIU 

f lllii .. OOe M.t ... .t.U. 

I 69 F IFTH AVENU it, NEW YORK, 3 , N . Y . 

~ 
111:(1.11,. '" ••u. 

MIU O. I ICo tniU 
ro.,u ttO .. O~ooo"" 
QA,~::~~'t!.':,t,~I,U (0\IJUI I,. 

I 
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T11\.·II'HOh• • Al..r"IN -4 •1880 

Offir:W Or, an: The Crbb 

..\pril 
25 t h 
194'\ 

(u.• J. IUI~IIUI II.Citi Uollf 
OIICCIOII 01 U " ll t.IU 

~wuo Jo• •• };':·-· ..... 
,.~e,· J:.~~~= 
C, r iiiOUIC NOt i O_. 
,-u•H holl• u • • ••""''' 

\
",II Uti U AII f rtn• tlUlUIIIU 

lh~n H Hlll lAt 
\'OII"fM •C.UtUlu 

\ 

t ll•u• s. ru.., 

~ 1
\\ r""'"' 0. h&vt.t ·- ...... . 

.f\ -.llll l . ltfl' flft .t.U IIUIH I . 

1 

~ WUf!l ll l fOW I I;IILU I 

/[ I f ,> l' l( ' l 
(u \ • (• () ~ \ 

' . (p~ I ~' . ,} ,_,1! 
,., ld u (, {1 4\2.P' 

Lear L.rs . no;..,ve1 t: ~.JJJ ~ , 1 ~ Jr}l> t·~,rf 
ny r uport ~o t. he \lor Dept".r tuent on M§\ £ 

observ one in ltortlt .".!riot! , Ituly ond llgypt. I ""' l 
i n t or e d thll~ oo ve rul o r the r eao!lnendotion ft whic h I,< J.~ 
I m• 0 IIHI\ reorttct ~0 t h .. :.:UrO}Ibtlll '"'h eutl."e o r op-.&-
t ns huv" uoon put i n t o e ffe ct . I \'/ill OOI•lU t o ' r:./ 

us h i naton thi s 110 ul : for confer ence s \li t h the 1/ur 
epurtr.wn~ . 

\:ill you ue goou ono uet. to shura 101\ie report , nl­
so , 11i th t he J'rosidont and t o say to hin thut i f he 
wishes l.o discuss any or ~hu .. et t e r s reterr"d to in 
t he r epor t.s • or uuy ot.hur uatter r e l et.iJ\f• to t.l1o 
si tuotion in the countrh:s where :;: hnve boon, I will , 
or conroe , h<' hOJIJlY to do so . oecnu so of ~he short­
ness or ~i11o, I hud to fo ret;o v i sit s 1.0 ilrozll un6 
tn t he Car iuuoan . I hopu to l!!clude 1.bo3e on o lu~er 
~rip . Ll:f next one 111ll be t o t he i'ncitlu on lll&ioh 1 
hope , olsn, to visit Chinu , lndio , JIUS<lio , nnd l.ho 
Uiddle ~st provided the \/or Deportment opproven. 

\o"it h cordiul pcr oonnl grcet i!~f:S . 

l:r 9 . hJ.e c.not· :loouuvel t 
'lhe \;h il. e l!ouae 
l.'e s hinaton , L. c . 

\Ill: D\1 

' 
~acretory . 



!bat* 100 t or u.. copr ot 10111r 

report t o the '1111" D«put.loetlt aD1 U.. r.­

port ~ ~ Board ot DlMctora. 

I .,. r«.aml..Qe tM Br!.Uall 

repert aa I t1Dd I baY& &ADUier _,.. 

Vary aioceral¥ yooara0 

Llr . :l11lter .'lhi te 
l!.'ltionAl hsaocintion ror 
the lldvanc er~ont of Color ed l·eople 
69 Firth ~>venue 
flew Yor1- (1), !lew York . 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 F IFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK. 3 , N. Y. 

Official Orga"' The Crisis 

),lay 9, 1944 

My <\e~~r L[rs, Roosevelt: 

U.fCUTIVE OFFIC(RS 

WAUU WIII IT"l UU.U.t.llf 
ROY W'IL.IC IIIII 

.UIII'TAiff tlC.III.rTU'I' 
IOITOII;, Till U IIU 

f"UI~ M.t.ISIIAt L 
IP'CUAI. COUII'I[ L 

MIUOif It, k Oif'lttl 
E.owuo R. Ouot.n 

A"ltt.UU l'l'Ci o\1,. COUKUL o ... ,.,. £. u .. , ••• 
fi U D U;C.U4 11Y 

£u_.,. J . l.utta 
O! lltCIOII Dr IUII'CI\1~1 

0olfA\O Jowu 
ftYCIIIt. MIIIIG 
HOIU JUil ... 
... w Gar"'"'' 
[. htOIIIIC: .. o.liO._. 
oCI,. o. t.o ~ll •• .._ .... o u .u•h• • 
4UIUAIIIT , 111.0 ttCilUAIUU 

RVIY H. HultllY 
YOUTH stC:,It'UU 

l U Lil $, P.UIIY 
FIAIIIil 0 , ltu:vn , ... U -•"•• 

AOIU HII f -ATIYl AUIIU iilU. 
WAIM IIriGlON IIIIIUU 

Mr. Whi te as ked oe t.o send you 

Jus report to the War Department sent from 

Englnnd and also a copy of what he reported 

yeaterday to onr Board of Director s on l ater 

de velopMnn t s • 

These are enclosed herewi th. 

Sincerel y yours, A') , L7~ 1 
/ rlu.Pta. ~: (/ r~r<-...... 

Mrs , Eleanor Roosevelt 
29 Washington Square 
l!ew York City 

Secre t ary t o Mr. Whi te 

"' f. 
~j~/0' 

Wllllo !ll rt. Holllo, Wotl!l.tlglon, CNU!IIICitl (· AJIOIIIle A. I . Wold•n 
l•rl•l• 'r• Collt. Wat••r A. GOI'dooa 
CMI'IUIOII, w.vo. I. o. N'<lll•t 
Olk:OH l !"l~t C, Moll tJOt! 
Q~l-tl H•..ockw• M, lkn'\' 
CI .... • IG!i!.d WIIIOom I, ...... d(n1g!".! 
Oello1, Tt:11e1 W . J. ~rl!om 
f.tlt , h. WlUiom I, IIIlO 
lot AAt•'•' f~t l. (i.ollf,l~. It, 
l6ooh¥111• Cho•'•• w. A~ 
IMdt-, W1o, \loyd Qc.ul' on 
Noolnlllt, hnn, l':, ·-"••~• lqobv 

N ew T .. t. =·~ .. ~l'f~txl 
Arrhut GMII~Id H&rt 

-____./ JCo•l N, u ..... u"" 
.klet.t MortNill 

Pi"'"""'h 
....... Ol ... 
Wo.wn,.ICNI 

S..':lt':! ~!::o-
~-s. aro-. 
A4o1 I, t-koll 

f::.':J r·,~:;~ 
w. robon M1no. ''· 
IOQ!IA. ~OniQI!I 

Wll•lfltlOII, Otf. loll;., t. ReddOfiQ 
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l'ay 8, Hl44 

Ml-~MORAilnUJ~ FROH THR RF.CRETAilY TO THE BOA liD Ol' DI REC1'0RS: 

!The following results have t aken p l ace , to dnto, on the 

secretar y ' s recoJIUIIondati(lna t o the" Vlar Department on hia obeerva-
1 tiona in E'J'Ol!SA, IIJ.'!'Ol13A 1 rtaly and USJ.PiliE : 

1 . A very large unit of Negro combat troops (92nd Divi sion) 
will be sent to tho E11rope11n Theatre of Oporati<>ne , 

2 . Decision to convort the 2nd Cavalry Divieion rrom combat 
to service statue is to bo partially rever~ed. Soma -
particularly artillery and roconnaissE<nce unite, are to be 
reconstituted ae combat unite. The policy or convertint 
l~agro combat to service unite is to be stopped, 

3 . The !19th Pursuit Squadron ie to be retMined Rs s part 
o.f the 79th Pursuit Oroup , partly on the basis or the fact 
that it ia being shifted from P40 1 s to P47'e. O~neral Eskers 
has reco- ended LiOHtanont-Colonel Benjamin o , Do via, Jr. 1 
to be made a nril~&dior-Oeneral t o command a Wi ng which will 
inc l ude whi te squa<~ona , 

4, G<lnerel John C, J! , Lee, Deputy Theetre COillm&nder of 
monuSA , has had printed 200, 000 copies in Eneland or the 
"Co:m:~and of llegro Troopa" which has recently been issued 
by the war nepartment , 

5, A special f ilm unit , of wh ich General Benjamin 0 . Davis,Sr., 
will be an adviaer end of which Carlton Wos s , who wu as­
sociated with !'"rank Capra in the making or "Ths llogro Soldier•, 
wil l serve as technical advisor, is being sent to RTOUSA to 
take picturea of llocroea in tha invssion of the Continent , 
Other film un1ta will bo oent to other Theatres of Operations 
where Negroe• are serving. 

6 . The ~ra~ and Special Servicee Diviaiona of the Ar~ nrfl 
conce n t rating on ehipboe.rd lectures on race to w~ite tl•oopa 
proceedi ng overeosa . 

7, The Vlar DApartmnnt confirms the iss uance by Oanaral 
Rieenhower of ordora prohibiting the esta~lishment of 
11ot'f limite• of towna or aectiona of towna in ETOUSA on the 
basis ot' race , Attbaaaodor Ylinan t informed the Seoratary 
that the Embaaay had bean uttempt1ng this for two yeara 
and that had the 3ecrotary's trip produced nothing but the 
iaauance or thia order it would hlive been worth while, The 
Socl'l t ary round thU th• chl ef grievance of colored 
soldiers aa well aa of many white ones. 

' . 
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8 . Th" '1'/ar l>opartment inrorms the Secretary that the"' promiae ~Ada by the American High Command in F.TOUSA to l~~>ve white and colored lo!P ' a patrol in paira hao been kept and t.hia method nr pa~rol haa been inatituted throughout BTOUSA, 

9, The ineul t i n& pete maliatl.c nrder 1aauod by the then Colon~l Plank, now Brig•dierpOeneral Plank wa a ordared, withdr~wn and oll copies des troyed, The Secretary does not know the nature or the rebuke givsn to r.eneral Plank but was intorl!led that eueh a r Abuke hat\ been g iven and was a aaurecl t.here would b e no repetition of euch order by r~neral Plank or any othftr officer. 
10. An errgrt 1a beinf! m"de to arrang~ to have colored art i sts go ovoraoos to &ntertain troopu. !.U •s Lonll Horne ia shortly to leave ror \ovurseaa/ as the firat . 

11, No report has been received hy the War Dopar~ent aa yet on tho reo<Wnendation or the Secretary that a apeciol review board to include a hi~ly qualified llegro ouch as Jttd.:l" l!aatie or loll' . Houston, auital>ly conaiaaioned, be appointed to review courts martial sentences in F.'i'OUSA . But before the Secretary lett J'.lolgl and , by or der of r.ene r al Lee, rlenera l , Inspector Oeneral ot F.T()USA, ordered ao investigation or all cues of apparent d18crit~1nat1on. The Secretary conferred with l:-<1ne ral and afterwards with each of th& three col onels who were directed by oeneral to 1nvost1gate the charges end to re commend corrective action, each colonel having been aes l.l!11ed to cover one of the three base sections . ( 

12, An in te lligent llogJ>o h&li'rgoant was put on the starr of Stars end Stripes before tb& ~ecretary left Engl• nd. ~ergeant Morrison Is an able and intell1e;ent writer . several of his stories appellred in Stars a nd Stripes prior to the Secretary's departure fro= Erigiand . It iA hoped thet both !\tars and Stripea and ':(ank \llll carry an inerease<\ wnow1t or-rritormotion aboll't"the Vlor k of fiegro troopa . 

13. An or~nr ,..,. issued by n British orrtcor for confidentilll iosuo to sflnior officers of tno Arl'fY1 the RAF, the ATS ar.d the WAAF adviainu n ritiah aoldlora to avoid public aaaocia­tlon vtith American Nosro sold i ers becauae 1t givea offense to ce1•tain .\moricans !)An been fol'llllllly pleced by the Secretary botore the Joint Anglo-All8rican ll1l itary Civll!en Board of which l·lr · Vlinant, Mr . Ji(lon ancl othore of equal rank are oemboro. The Secrotary roqueated that the order bo resc inded by t•oquest of the /.L'IOricen I.Ul1tory authorities . 
l4 .Cablo to Co l ono l Jock X:..w1•ence: 
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" COULO SHOOI".lWJotl BF. TAC'\'F'ULLY ~IA!lR COnllliSPONl'ffliTS JtlCL'J:'F. 
I 

COVRRAfT. AllY OIJ':'STMlP!NO 'o10RK !Jii'UIIO ItiVASIOII BY l'J'XIRO l'l:OHIRI':R , 

~UAllTr:!II!ASTRR , CO:AI!A':' 0\l OTI!RR ':'J!OI)PS'I" 



.. 

,. 

11,.., llooeeftl\ would • ppreeiote 10ur edYioe 
•• to •!oat on. • n do ol>out tho onoloood letter, 

llr· Walter 'llh1 to 
JI.UCP 
88 P'l.tth A YO !OW 
11111 !CII'k, •• !CII'k 

Sinoefely your• • 

Seore\ary t.G llr•. ~r.o .. n U 

• 

0 
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'I.UIO&III 
AIH(UI I , SPI•CAJIW 

CM4UM .to• or uu • o••o 
01, l Otlll 1 . WIIOMf 

ACti • G C:IUII WI,W OF IMI I OAIO 
HOW, (M.U~U 1!. tOJIIiY 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FIFTH AVENUE. NEW YORK, 3 N
1
• Y. 

WAUU WM ifl I&QIUn 
ltOf WU.IUIM 

AU11Y,Ir.• f l&c.utU f 
1011'011, Ull U llll 

lMIIItoOO MAUMAU. 
INClolL COU.M I. 

Z!~r:: i ~l'': 
AUtlfllll '"'~AL cou•ut. 

YICI. •, Uti Ol"!ll 

~!:!.~U:'C:u:::J~::: 
GOOfiU l OWilt. <:UOf 

u:~wt~~~~\~:'t:u., 
l "MO' JoM• A. G1CU 

1 
1'1. Jo~o~• Ht.nu Hot.•u 
2~il :"';t1t.~10f. ~~~~: IW U 

~:~·. ~· ... ~::·lt=~~f 
OtWAt.O G.o.UIIOJII Vl t.t.UO 

t u ... un 
MAlt WMUI O'tUIGTO .. 

&OAtO 01 OIUCIOb 
Ad.alo 
loii:U..Ofl ........ ,.. , ..... 
li<•""•k"'·"'"· ... , ... 

f~t~Jtn• M. Monla 
Ccui Mw"*'y 
Or. k•U o. Co!lo11~ 
0., t', W , IQOQ011 

~~~.\~.·~ 
C:hO<'it don .• w. '1'1. r. 0 . N .. ntt 
Uico.. £otl &. Olcl.r~t~ 

8h lloo W. ; , Wolh 

D••Mokl~t,11. 
o•••oll 

~O,~:.!.Y.(~j1ovi1 
S. iot6fOVIII 
lovl1 C. 61Kttl 
t. J. 1110.01 

f tfll \1'1111 01, ( 01111. 01. W HbCIIII AI~ N4ol ~<e,., 
(;f4 4f!"ic.h, (OM. AU~td loltt t l.I WII 
Ht ttfor4,CM11. Qr, AII"f.lotbOo'l 
llhoc•. N. 'f, Mol« tc».n (. Ifi- ll 
New., •• H:, I . Gtoclll. f•f\lt., toll 
tf• w York ~IHio11 A. Al lbCW!d., 

Or, A!lo11 Knight O.O' • t•l 
Mcw>o- c .. ,~b•n 
11on. , . .,,.b.,, 1. o.~o .. , 
~~~·r. ~:~~f."" 
John ...CO.moncf 

f::;_J~~~;'tl~ t !~c:!;:· 
o,, o. Glo'o' M<u;" ... ·eu 
Mo•y \Willi ()ylllOIOII 

~~~~i~'d:f'Jlll 
lev. ""'"~ 10bl0110n 

~'2·~.~.~=~~~ 
Or. CllollllltiO r l otllo l 
Ho11. Cllorlu ( . l M t ·r 
Dr, lolo!IJT.Wtlg!ll 

H otllil••-1011, ""'"·''~• S. tole* Hot!o..,. 
~ CJiy IOKOo Ov.,l t o 

hf.llloHIJ~oh~ \~~~ldl~ll 
lichM.,.cf, Vo, Or. J. M. fllltlly 
St.t~vl• S!dnoy L bd-d 
t..-:o, 1:-1. Hoc!. Arthur Co 119ft w._.,.._, • ., Wlllloa H. Ho.l-11• 

Or, UilGboth Yot-. Wt bb 

\ 

TI.LUMOHio ALOOHOUIN 4 •3850 DAII'I' L LA• N:t• 

May 29, 1944 

ltiUI IIU I 'UU 
EI.U. J, IAua 

OIIICfQij ~ I AA.. C:M&I 

r.c':~· ,J,o., .. u 
~?~Jg=: 
t. fuoU IC MOl..,. .... ........ .. ....... .... ., ...... , 
A.UII"'f • .lfl til~ IICUflllliU 

Rt.ltf H. HUIU'I. 
f011flt IICAITAif 

l.l.•u• 5. ,..., 
ftloiU D. ltavu <"" ,....,U 

I,IIIIIIIT .... U ¥1 U I IITA•U. 
rAI MI I I TO• l lolltU.II 

;ou 
Dear Mrs . Roosevelt: 

My g ratitude is greater than I am 

abla to expreaa for the things you said 

about the II . A.A. C, P, and myself at the ,Dinner 

Thursday night, All I can do is to say 

"Thank You" a_hd truat that you will read into 

it the exten t or my apprec i ation in which 

Mro. White , Jane 

Mra,Eleanor Roosevelt 
The Wh1 to Rouse 
WAahington , D. C. 

P.S, - Your letter and that of the 
President in the book which was 
presented to me were magnificent, 
Way I thank you for yours , I •111 
wri tll to thank him aleo, - WW 

WW: RR 

' ' 

WARTIME CONFERENCE-Chitogo, lllinoi•-July 12· 16, 19« 

·. 



I 

lleflr Kr . Wh1tel 
1 t&lltfld to the Preddent and 

he w1ll be Blnd t o aee you tlnd General Watson 

vlll mak8 the appolntnent wlth you. 

t he Pr e e1dent feels that yott 

ahOuld not n~k~ a po1nt of oom1nr. out fta a 

.,1nor1t7 group t or the J apenel l't but ae 

each ease ftrleee 1n a co~un1ty , the colored 

p~ople should take the1r atfl nd vlth t he 

roroe~ 1n the oorlmun1t7 that are t or proper 

and J<1ndl7 treatllent . 
Tery s1noerel 7 7oura. 

/([9 

p 

.. 



rUtiOi off 
AaTMIII I . $11NIAU 

tltAliMA.. 0, HIC I OAI O 

DL l.OUII T, Wllllt•tf 

ACfl•t c;MA.I I·A· 0# 1111 MAIO 

* •· CIU.au.J c. 1 . ... ' 
'flitC·I'o&DIOC• U 

.,..._.., lllct..l.oo atnnn oc 

~::~,. .. ~~::, 
HOIII A•r•o• ~,'1111 

I
• W.-uu GlUt cau~' 
u.~tor .IOMIII A. G•~•• 
l'f, JOIUI HA'fiiiU ~OLMU 

:~..w·~~~~~ ~~~:~ ... 
g&Y, ~ C.u.YJON P()W(U. 
••· l"MlODOit Roounu 
••uo ~uaso• Vn.l.u o 

ut•n-u • 
MAlT Wlilllt OYIIIItiO. 

.OAID 0t OIUCIOQ 

.... _. 
··-'•*•'· Cotol. l l.ralllvb-. Ah. 
letiM 

' D•• Melllu, J• • ....... 

llttw..M, v • • .. ..... ........ .::... .. 
w ....... 

' •lhh•-" 
hhe, o.llo, w._ 

:/L-NAIIONA_L ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW{ YORK, 3 N . Y. 

TtLD"~L ALA0Houl'1 4 ·3100 

Olo<ldl Ot,.,., 111• Cruu 

1une 231'(1 
1944 

i.,y dell.l' Cenerul \'Iatson: 

UlCUTIVI 0,1(111 

WALrllt WH!Tl l i.CIIfUf 
ltOT WILlUII 

UllllA•T UCIUUT 
101101, 1111 Clllllt 

lMUUOOO liAI .IMALL 

'"'''"" couu u. !f!UC»f lt. .OIMfl - •uo lt. 0\rOUl' 
•.ttanur I HCJ.U cow•"" 

04t1Y IE. U.• f'Cia 
t~~u• lfCI U .Ut 

l t.l4 J. a.un 
OIKCTOa ., I UII(IIU 

OO..At.o Joab 
l lrtU MI .. 

u·=·G~~~ [ , f"llOUIC JiCOII O• . ... -. ..... .................. . 
UtllfAIIY IIIlO t U:IUUIIU 

"ut't' H. Hui &..U 
TO\Iflol I ICIUUt 

~:{~·::: ::::: ........... . 
AO. IWIITIIATlYI U'llf• WTl. 

'IIUMI• no• •v•ov 

!irs . Penni son of your o:f1ue 1.ol<l rto \/hen I 
called her fron Chl.coso yusterduy t.het t.he uppol.nt. ­
oont vri~h the i' resident \IOUld be lltldo \lit.hin the 
next ten days , I ou ovuilob l e anytino \11th t he 
exooptl.on of Thursduy, J'une ;J9t.h , Hhon I 11uve u 
neetl.llfl her e i n lie" York, u p t o 1uly oth when I 
l eave tor speaki ng engagencnts i n tho J:iddle \iest 
on which .i shtil l be gone until 1uly :!Oth or ~lst. 

1/Hh kindest pereonol regards. 

l!.Ver oil cerEUy, 

\ JL.~ ~. J .\ 1. ' 
- ' :r--

Secrotary. 

llajor uencrel >i:dwin 1/utoon 
'l'he \Vhita House 
\lnsh1nf1t.on, 
D. C. 

11\I:LI/ ~ 

WAHIME CONfERENCE--<:hkogo, lllinoi.-July 12·16, 19" 
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; 
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DPnr ~-rs . Ron'l.-vel& ! 

! hrnr ~~t d,.l ny•tt nnA•·~rlnf" YO\W \rttPf 
nf JunP. l"th, hrcnu&P I hflc\ t,nnPc\ hy tl 1 !l tl t,n 
'thn t t he nnno1n r.m~n t Hi tr the PrJ•91lirn~ "01~lc1 
~'1\"~ he1-.n J.:rnlfl . I Ynnt :)nu t.,., l~nt)t-t thr· t'\~"t.' un 
1·'h1f'h I hn.ve tl\lo:Pn i n cortnllrmce ,.a t t'P ymar aup-­
(rflltlon thP~ I Arr~tnce the n'1,,o1nt ent t' r.\·wl 
OfllnPr,..l \:nt'i!nn . 

I t'tlf'I''I'\)"IOnP.d ~Fn~rnl .In tson on .Tun.-.- ~(')tlt 
\'httn your l ~ttPl" 1•1l\S r f'cn1v(l(. . I A~k,.\ 1f t~.P 
I"P")'()O! nt o~P. nt r o11 l c\ be nrrnneerl on .. Tune ~ :'irc1 , ''LP.n 
I t-oulf\ hP: rAturn1nr f :•no n">I')Pl\l"t>!':f'PP ' '11.( n 
cot·u lttee lif'forr th~ Rr·"u1 \lafln Plr,tfor, C')o~· lttP ... . 
r.,.nn•nl •:A t._on ' P off'iC"t" r. ~··ret . te to tP\O ··•~~ne 
fro . Ch1cnro on th" '>l~t •h1rh I .U<\ . I ••rs t' en 
n•\tP.d to t:A\1. nrnln thP nttvt d· y . I ''"" t~Pn 
tntri tt-.nt the ? rPP1,ent: ''ntt1~ hP n1,l,., to &*'~ 1,0 
HltJ,i n the np·•t t~~'n flllyR . 

On rAtur nl nr r.o Jl~,, YtH·": O!l Junr ' rd , 
I 1·rot~: GPnPr/\1 ,!~t~on in~' OJ" !nr l 1u t' I' t ! ~'lnlc\ 
~Qr 1P. to :•Rt~thiOf' 'tOn 1·o!' th~ ,.,.,oint F nt l'"l!' '''·~ un 
to July b-th , ••( CH\ 1 lNt''~" ·or .:b::r-on~ ln t•t¥' Ct·l~t•r-o 
rroJ:~ lihit'h tr1') I e}.nll not l"""tnrn un~1l nftr- r our 
nOI'11 1 ttAP )tn& l\1")!lf'f'.rP.ci hnfoT'II' 'tl ~ :;PiiOI"l'l't!o P1.A~­
fr)rd Cortlm1 t ce,.. . 

I ,~,.,kfll ,;t l s r r'l'\ort to you' ~.::o r. l't you 
1111y '·no· ~ t'-!nt I hll"f" 'ol.'Hle P"'J'IY f! ·,fo'"t. o eo o1-: 
''1 tl: ynur renue~t . '•'~rn¥. y,.,u V• ry Mut-h lr P.Pd. 
fo r ~i'll yo'• IJ':VP t10nP , 

• 

' 

I 
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IIJ' dMr llro Yolll.tll 

Jlre , IIOOIItvllt hal ... kCid .,.. 

to tl\onk )'OU Cor your letter ot June 

20t.b , 

l.lro. Rooeevel t. n• int.ere·ated 

\.0 oee tho lt&tc_,t whi ch aeeo:apenl.od 

your l.ettor on! appreolat11 your t.houst>t-­

! 11lneoo 1n 11ndlna 1t t.o hor, 

Very eincorely youra, 

llr, ll&lter tllhl.t1 

Seerot.ary to 
l&re. Rooeev,-.lt.. 

ll&tloaal Aeeoc.1at1on tor tho 
Advanc.,...t ol Colo....S People 
69 rUIIh ,.,..,... 
Jew tort< (.3) , "" tori< , 

j&J 

VDS 



t U:\, "~t•l 
.\11,."11 L S,.t . f UW 

, ......... .. ,., ao.t .. 

O• \Mtt T, Wll.:ttf 

4CtiW0 C•AIII • • U 01 Uil loO.U O 
HOII , (KAIIl.U (, TOIICf 

U loohU I 

Nnr W•tU OVtii"OJt 

tOAlO 01 OlUC1~ 
.-.-.... h ......... ~ .... ...,..,, COtt....,..,_., 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FO~ THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

ee FlnH AVI!NUI!, NI!W YORK, 3 N . Y . 

Juno 20 , 1944 

UCCUih'l; Of"riC-EIIIS 

•••~•'''' Coli . D,. l~oll (), Oolto~r Dear J.lrs. Roosevelt: 
.... l .. tht iOI, " ' • · Dt, ... w. 1000011 

•••••" c:!IJ:"&. \~':,'! 
C_,htlu, W. Yo. I. 0. H.,.u., 

c..wc... l!:!:t~'t'~. 
0.T~ ~:.zc··-~· 

Tllank you tor your l etter ar June 17 . 
I em getti ng in touch w1 th General Watson to ar­
range the appointment \\d. th the President . 

o .. M.I••a. ••· s. Jo4M-• At the moment I em awaiting Y1Drd on 

..... ~l'',fo!::-• v.ben tile Republican Platform Colllilllttoe will near 
''

111 
¥

11
''" · co-. Of. Wltuo• An""u''110n a delegation ot wh1 oh I am a member a.nd which was 

Gt .. llwkh, Ce-t~n.. N.htodloltf low!t 
H•fl'ttf11,c- . 0r N''"'·*ll'" appointed here on Saturday . The N.A.A .c .P . in-
'""'·"·'·-.... ..,,w ,_,, •·- vited t he twenty-rive mjor Negro or-nizationa to 
,., ___ ,_.., I. Gt.c• ... '·~- ICI"" 

,., .• ,,.. , .. _.._..,:t1:. meet here 1n New York to draft a oomposite stete-
::;;,~,';tf -· ment on what the Negro asks or the Republican end 
~ ... ,.~";'j,r,~:"' Democratic parties . I enclose a oopy of the etate­
~:;:• 1·.2::~~~ tm nt. We also proposed that instead or each organ1-
~.:.df.~~1~t!l:!::!'· zst i on asking to be neard by the Plattbrm ColMlit tees 
!:'.;,'13:,~~~:.;;:=., tllat o smal.l coiQ!Ilittee be selected to speak on be­
~":;'*r.'-.::"' halt ot all t wenty - five groups vbioh heve a total 
~'U~~ • .:"'- membership or eilt and one-halt million. 

~~~~~­
~-~~(c:;~i'•::S,fi~~·v 

N• • .... "'•' '"' Mon.Prol. S. lol'* 114rtow 
~~. ... _ Cltr tcKo. D1111Jtt 

~~.~-- lt.Odofe ..... 114 
1h ....... ~ 

~v.. Or. J.M.I......, 
.$&.l..._. ~___.Lt......, 

we plan also to publ ish the ate t ement 
tile New York Times, the Pittsburgll Courier, tho 
Cbioago Sun, ~timor e Af'ro-Amerl oan end the 
Chicago lJelander . 

in 

••••• .. •- ..._,.,...,c.- I was immensely impressed w1 th the unanimity 

w • .w..'''" ~~l=::.~~~:.w.bo ot opinion among the orgen1~at1on represan tatives . 
"•110 ....., ,..,.100""'"" There was no diaagreemmt on principle ond little 

w. uo• H. ~1"'· W~>M~~~ c~~o•-• on the form ot presentation . It is our hope tba t the 

=..<M• ~..\.::."'0:.- Platform Committees will umorstand the signHioonce 
"'""'-w.v •. r.G -~ of a coanittea speaking fo r so large a number or 
~::... ~:'::~:-; • ., Negro voter a. 
Clt -. tlell'll Wolllo"' I, MtA~tiOIII 
Dell••• h at • W, J, O~;,lwllll 
h it , Pt , WUI'ua f, llU~ 

l• • N~t•'" lh-• l . Orwnttl, Jr. 

'-.l••'•'• Gorltl w. A.locfoW-
..... ._. Wit. U.,d O.ri ... ,.._...,....,,t-. Z.AI ......... L-"t 

,.,_ '-'' ~ Crlc .... ....... =, ... 
PI••"'-" , ...... ~. 

w ..... ... 

.... w -ICcwl N.u:&--.U'ot 
~~ •• -!l''t:*cllll 
'A..-::&,. w .. ""'''' 
tio-w $.•._ 
~T. Hett 

g:,~r-,~-­
r.:,. ~"'::", 

W'i ..... .-. h i. l.-h L. t ....... 
_, 

Wra. Eleanor Roosevelt 
White House 
Waehington, D. c. 

Seoretery. 
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A D!CLAAAnal fit !IEGRO VO'l!RS 

!.( 

In the ccatng Uttvtm'oer eltot10A, the Nouo voter will Ju4St 

pollUe-al partlta , as wll o• can41doto•, by thotr woNt and de.Oe 

or to whe ther they ehow e 4otera1nat1ol to work tor rull c l tl,onohlp 

atetue tor thirteen nlllton ~rlotn Negro•• on4 to better t he lot ot 

aU 4leedvenc,e&ed peoplte . Pol1tlctl pertht and c.and14ates tMC. 

aotk tho votoa or Nogroaa must bo coomlttod to t ho wholehearted 

proatcutlon ot the -.r to tot al Ylotor y , mu•t agr ee to tho ellmint~ 

tlon ot tne poll tox, -, Act ot Consress. Lho passage ot ent1-lyncb­

t ne ltgislatiton , t ho uneeat O$(ttOd 1ntog_r ftt 10n or Negroee into tht 

arc.od forces, the e!lttbHaMent ot 1 per cancnt federal cot:::ll ttlt on 

t atr eaploy~nt precttcta , •~ a t orelgn policy or 1ntarnat1onal 

coopt: r atlon tl\at prottotoa cconomlo and poUtlcol security tor el.l 

p•oploo, 

The votoa or Nearoea cannot be purchAo~ by d.Ur.rtbutln& s:aonoy 

to a nd thr ou8h po r t.y hocka . 'They oonnot. bo won by po1nt1ne to JJba 

g1ven a row 1ncl1vldual Nogrces , elt.hoU:gh tho recagntt.t :.n or thu Negro 

8S In lntogre l por t ~! the ~J po11&.1e thr~U&b th~ IOlOCtlan or 

quaUtlc:Jd Negrao" ror eppo1nc1ve or cleotlvo orrtccs h inc luded e.aons 

tho Hegro•s demands . NO&r~cs ere n~ longer por ouaded by oeenlngleea 

generalltl6a ln party plattor ns which oro promptly rorg~ttcn on 

election day , 

Nesr~• no long~r belong ~o ony ono political party. Thoy will 

vote ror ::e.n trd ge~ourea. tlegro Yoters pla)'ed an loport.Gnt pert in 

tho olec t ion Of o Negro COomunltt. to the Now Y~rk City Col.lncll, 0 

Nogro Republ ican ae JudBI in tho aaoe eoo=unity , o Doa~crotlc 1~yor 

!n Cleveland, a Ropubllcan Cov-ern.lr tn Kentuc ky, ond ~n c~poratlon 

with oraantt.od lobor oncl :>ther proeroaslvo r~rces, in tho w1thclrowal 

end 4ortot .lf n:>at!le oonuc,ssa.on ln Alabaao , ~xea on!S Col1r :>rn1o . 

Pubt1o orrleore who howa n3t ~de o rcc~r4 ~r 11b6ral on4 4c~~t1c 

action aoy oxpoc t Negt"JII r.o help roo<lve ~hea tron otttoe . tr tho1r 

eucoeoaors oro no bettor, thoy acy uxpoct tho aooc rato or. the noxt 

olact1on . P~r 1r N•&r~• do n~t olweya rtn4 • a•ttaroctory oondlcloto 

to au ppor t , t hey can on4 w1ll continuo to holp renovo unaotts:aotory 

~rr toioh un t il truly 4~ rat1 c r orotJa aho U cone into power . 

Tho Qn4eratgnod are ~rt tcara ~t church, trcterna l, lobor , olvtc 

ond od.uce tlonel ~rsanhfttl~ns wt tl\ o t ;)ttl l aeabor :ship or a.ore thon 

6 , SOO, OOO . W. reoo!:JlOnd to tho DOobership :Jt ou.r reap.ot.lve or&en­

iUU~a and au 3tb.er 'f~Urs tbat they cooouro all eppeals f ;)r tMlr 
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