December 9, 19l.

Wy dear Mr. White:

Urs. Roosevelt and her secretary
left dashinpgton yesterday for the west coast,
and before leaving I was asked to acknowledge
the receipt of your letter of LUecember 1, and
convey to you Mrs. Roosevelt's appreclation
of your courteay in sending her the leaflet
published by the Natlonal Assoclation for the
Advancement of Colored Fecple,.

Very slncerely yours,

Administrative Offlcer
Social Correspondence,

Ur. dalter Shite

Hational Assoclatlon for the
Advancemsnt of Colored Feople
69 PAfth Avenue

Hew York, New York.
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December 1, 1941

lire. Eleanor Roosevelt,
e White lHouse,
\lashington, D.C.

My dear lirs. Roosevelt:

Attached is & leaflet Just published
by us in which we are sure you will be interested.
It refelects the attitude not only of the Associs-
tion, but of the entire Negro population of the
gountry. Ve hope that youn will give it your csreful
attention,

ver sin ra}y, ~
\ { ~
_____..--“’lw!‘)cr\_ t\_:‘:ﬂr..__ - N
Secretary.
Incl.
VWwWeel]
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pecember 22, 1941

General ﬂ-m'.r s larshall
Chief of Staff

war Nepartment
vashington, "e Ce

Wy dear Oeneral Y¥arsha

We are
we trust will be
your statement
editors in whi

e & sugcestion, which
1y and tly considered, by
cant conference of Wegro

ased your perscnal dissatis-
ss made to date with respect to
inte ths United States Army.

t 41s not'an original one. It
nference of sditors by M¥r, Clauds A.
polated Hegro Press and others. It
4/ ttar Department to orpanize a

fn open to all irrespective of race,

beliewe this to be a very practical sug-
fSuch ballief is bassd upon correspondence 1n
oe and contscts which various mezbers of our -
[ ] ve had with student bodies ranging from tha
Universit: of Californla to Campobello Island, Hew
Prunswiok. A sﬂtir:ri'::il hizh numbsr of Ioupg white
Amaricans have axpres hemsslves as believing that
racial segrepation in the Army 1s undemocratiec and
dangerous to our national morals, When FRoger sStarr,
A m%mm Yorker who 1s s ‘raduate of Yale
University, wrote the War mg:rmnt that he dealred
to serve in a regiment with Wegro soldlers as affirma=
tion of his uyﬁaluun tc racial segregation, and
when PM and other newspapers publi accounks o
his setion, ¥r, Starr received letters from all parta
of the Tni States lncluding the Sputh which
applauded his stand and pledged the writers to follow
s exampls, ¥e believe tha t many others would
voluntesr to serve in such a regiment 1f given an
opportunity by the War Tepartment.

The organisation of such & regiment would



General George O, Marshall - 2

|
serve a8 & tremendous 1lift to the morale of the Negro which at
present 18 at & dangerously low ebb, We are convinced that it
alsp would have tremendous paychulogical effect upon white Americans
and 1t would give the lle to the attecks made by Nagl Cermany and
other Axls powers to the effect that the United States talks about
dempcracy but practices racial discrimination and segregation,

We pledge you the full resources of this Assoclation
in any fashion desired by the War Department to asslst in the re-
oruitment of young men of both races to the end that the callbre
of such a regiment may be of the very highest,

Reapectfull
PO St gned) WALTER WHITE

s Secretary

WWiRR



Feuruary 17, 1u42

To Whoa It May Conoern

Mr. Walter White tells me that his
present misslon to California im to see
producers and others, in the elfort to have
broadened the roles in which Megroes are
presantsd in the moving plotures,

I sm interested in this problem
md hope that Mr. White will meet with
sucoess.

Very sincerely,

.-/I

| Mr. Falter White
Roosevelt Hotel
Hollywood, Calif,
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I am leaving tomorrow for California where I
em to speek at Convecation of the University of

Mawark, M. I GM&.ML

Moaw York wﬁgmlul Californla, Berkeley,on February 12th cnd at the
"“"""“"bga"‘“" University of Celiforniu Los Angeles on February
Dougha P, ostar 17th. While in Los Angeles I plan to spend con-
A siderable time in Hollywood where i k
O iniom ard 1o With producers ggd_EWLMtham
De'o Cioy Maswaii . L0 broaden the rolés in which Negroes ere presented
Hary inie Ovingion in the movVing picture. Continuing to confine them

to ‘edfilec or menial réles has tended not only to fix
but to extend the stereotype in the minds not only
LI of the people in the United States but elsewhere.

G izooes icws wets  This has done considerable damsge.

oo Mr. Wendell Willkie has expressed his interest
Pimbwroh, fa.  Homer 5. Bows /in this problem which has been bothering me for many
iy o el e /years and he and I together are to talk with some of
Topaka, Kons.  Hom, Artur Cager [ the leading producers and others regarding the treat:
ﬁm'ma‘m ment of Negroes in the cinema. I had hoped to be able

I o to talk with you before going to Hollywood because I

William H. Holie, Woshington, Choirmon | WOULld like very much, 1f it is possible. t et 1t, to
Eﬁant_m:

Atlants  colt AT Waides have a letter from you and one from the Pres -

irwin 1. Dorch pressing your IHUErest in the Importance of thangi
Charlssbon, W. Yo, .';..?.'E'“‘L.Lu‘fm of the stéreotype and. ning of it. ‘guite 1rlm:1?,
Cincianol Thocdors M. Berry what I want to do is to show 1% %o some of the leading
Clevelond i | M producers and others because I know it will very great-

ly facilitate my getting results. Won't you send me
these letters at the Roosevelt liotel, Hollywood, Cali-
fornia, where I will be from February 17th to the 26th?
I will be deeply grateful.

Ever necerely,

Urs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Weshington, D. C.

33rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF., July 14-
WWiCTF uly 14-19, 1942

Secretary.




April 11, 1942

Dear Mr. White:

Thank you, in Mrs. Hocsevelt's
absense, for your kindmess in oalling %o har
attention the sditorial from the ¥ew York Times.
Is will be givem to her upen her return to

Washington.

Yery sinoerely yours,

Mre. J. Mo Helm,
Ssaretary to
Nra., Eocasvslt

My, Walter White,

Geerstary, Faticoal Assosistien for
idvanoement of Colored Pecple,

49 Fifsh Avesus,

Now I“‘t. H. Y.

plf

e i
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April §, 1942

My dear Mrs, Roosevelt:

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
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CHanLoTTE B C
PUBLICITY l-l! mmm-

MapisoM 5 Joses, Jm.

f—xq-‘_nu\m olRLCTOR

“C A
&,
# f;
7

L
LS

vou have probably seen the ;{I

enclosed editorial from today's

New York Times; but I thought you

and the President would be interasted

in seelng 1t.

Ever sincerely,

Yaltr

Mrs., Eleanor Roosevelt

The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW:HR

b

-
Secretary .'?

33rdd AMNUAL COMFEREMCE, LOS AMGFELFS, CALIF, July 1419, 1942
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sand llke rock In the presence of the
armned enemy. Wa need civillana like
Léon Blum whose qulet waords, spaken
in the murky atmoaphere of defeatiam,
eompromiss and intrigue, will clear the
air like & stroke of thunder, When M.
Blum was Prime Miniater of the French
Republic he may have mads errors of
mdgment. What man in public life
basn't done that? At Rlem he spoke
for the clear-eyed, heroic France that
every free man oo earth loves and re-
spects: the France that slesps at
WVichy, the France that, being immor-

tal, arise again '\

THE FEGRO AND THE HAVY

Secretary Knox's announcement that
Negroes are henceforth to be enlisted
n naval and maring combat units, and
that they may expect to be promoted
according to merit lo noncommissioned
ranks s good as far as It goes ‘The
unhappy underfone in this new palicy

‘i fts admission that the Navy has
| heretofore made racial distinctions, for

which no warranlt can be found in the
Constitution, the atatutes or the dema-
eratie traditions of the United States
We all know the practical reason given
for the previous, and to soms extent
still existing, discrimination. This s
that life on shipboard ia Intlmate and
that friction between white sallors and
Negro =ailers might hurt discipline, It
may be & good remson and it may not.
We belleve there are numerous Ameri-
can seamen, of white and of Negro
biood, whose loyalty and patriotism
would rise above prejudice,

There has oever been in recent years
any good reason why somae unita of the
feet should not be manned and of-
ficered by colored sallors, The Negro
han come far enough to furnish all the
tralnlng and expericnce necessary, He
has always had ths fighting qualities,
A fugitive Negro slave led the attack
on British scldiers that resulted in the
Beaton Masaacre, MNegroes fought with
distinction in the Revolutlonary War,
the War of 1812, the Civll War, the
Bpanish War and the First World War,
If this nation la feithful to its dema-
cratie principles, thay will have the op-
partunity to fight ln this war, by sea &s
by land, apd to be ranked according to
their worth as individuals,

iy

N

stake in this war acd the dangers that
confront the country, the “privation”
inyolved ln making the old radla da, in-
stead of buying o new one, ls not much
to bear. It s & hardship that bas its
virtues, for we have come to take these
household miracles ftoo much for
granted, The ease with which a broken
appliance could be “mended” by buying
& new one discouraged thrift and en-
couraged carelessness. The housewile
who reads the llst of articles which
will no longer be made should turn
with new solicitude toward the old fa-
miliar vacuum cleaner and learn, lke
Shakeapears's lady of the soonets, to
love that well which she muat leave are

Topics of The Times

Lord Halifax reviewed
the history of British rule
in Indla ln his Town Hall
speech night before last, He
said twao factora have im-
mensurably strengthened the sense of
unity among the peoples of Hindustan,
and alang with it the British influence.
‘These are English law and English ed-
ueation. “In perscnal matters Hindu
and Moalem laws remain undisturbed;
but the criminal and contract law of
Indis is English.”

Locd Halifax did not find it neces-
sary to name names. Otherwise he
might have mentioned that the author
of India’'s penal code was & well-known
English Liberal writer and pelitician
named Thomas Babiagion Macaulay.
He arrived in Calcutia in 1834 with his
sister Hannah to take up his post as a
member of the Council for Indin. One
of the subjects to which he almost im-
mediately turned his boundless energy
was reform in the administration of
juatice. In thres yeara he produced,
practically single-handed, & penal code
for India.

Famous
Civil
Servant

Macaulay wenl to In-

Sedley dia, againat the advice of
and many of hin friends, o
MNewcomne relrieve his porsonal for-

tunes. They had boen

shatiered by the bankrupley of his |

father's business firm, Macaulay ex-
plained to his slster Hannah, in a
farmous letter, that the salary of the
post was 10,000 pounds sterling, and
#hat ana pould live in splondor any-

In The Nation

The Two Drastic WPB Orders
Which Impend

By ARTHUR KROCK

WASHINGTON, April &—Whan the |
WFB orders limiting construction and
the use of Iron and ateel In durable |
consumers goods begin to take effect
they will hurt, and hurt hard. They |
will strike at the Hvelihood of trades- |
men in every city strest and mt svery
croas-roads, and they will in time
harshen and make scarce the houss- |
hold equipment of every citizen. They
will probably cause a certain amount
of new unemployment and close the
doors of shopa and factories—at least
for & time. -

Chairman Nelson and the WPE,
from which the orders iasue, have ac-
cepled as their responaibility the task
of diverting the whols dislocated eco-
nomic civilian structure to war work
with as little loss of earning and occu-
pation as Is possible, But the pros-
pect ia that, no matter how successful-
ly they can achleve this, n social prob-
lem will come in the wake of the arders
which other Federal agencies must
handle,

Of all the steps taken by the governs
ment thus far ip its tardy advance to
the economy of total war this—next to |
the conscription of manpower for servs
iee in battle—is the moat drastic, The
two orders have been under study for
maontha, so loog, ln fact, that WPE haa
been eriticized from within and without
for the time consumed befora the orders
were approved. As early as last De-
cember, the draft of one aof them was
preplﬂ:d, and as H.rly as last January
the draft of ancther was ready. But
those (n WEPRB famillar with the, record
make out an excellent case for Lhe
delay.

Once Burned, Twice Shy

The experience of WFH with ita less
far sweeping copper conservation order
taught officials & lesson which was ap-
plied in this case. Though the civilian
use of copper is much leas basia than
tho use of iron and atesl and the other
materiala of conatruction, It required
several weeks aftor the order was [a-
sued Lo adjust the listings and restric-
tions of copper. WPB had given only
flve or aix weeks to checking the aitua-




April 28, 1942

Dear Mr. Thite:

I spoke to the President sbout
your letter of April 24th and he asks that

you see M=, Welles in the éh Departaent,

I have told Nr, ‘h!l.‘l.ﬁ that you
wish to see him.

Sincerely yours,

kr. Yalter thite
€9 Fifth Avenue, NYGC

00



HAT:OHAL OFFICERS

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE

FREBICENT WALTER WHITE SECRETARY
cgumat or i sowo  ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE ™" *™ffiuruu scaenn

ACTING CHAIRMAN BF THE BOARD
LIOI. CHARLES £ Toscy

L

SWALD

TREAIL
HART WHITE

Folli ¥illage, Conn,
lihaga, M. T.

Las Angalai
Hewesi, M, 1.
Hew Tedk

Aoaatas”

GHE

aW

Bu: CakoLine Fkr

v. A CLAYTOM L |
RRISON VILLARD
ILLIAM ALLEW WHITE

HLR
OviNETON

D, WWilleom Adlon Medlson
Maojor Roban E. [reman
Thomos L Griffih, Jr,
Groce B, henderson
IE'I:I-:: A Aiamander |

; Eaugai lohalmeds
Mnrmmaﬂn'g:
Hubad |. Leicny

Fasad
Jonn Moynas Hal mes

il td";!‘l.- Hasls
3 M. Iram
E;nnm |I'=n"ll'|‘ Wil m':"l

HATIONAL LEGAL COMMITITEE
‘Willlom H. Hastie, Woshingion, Chalrman

Adlania
Barielay, Calil.
Bgaton

A 1. Waolden
Wiolter A, Gordan
lrwin 1.

Charlwten, W.¥a. T.G.
Chizega

Cinginnali

Clevaland

Erlay Pa.

Jocksonvllle

Lo 11T

Madison, Wi,
. Olla,

w, Tenn.
Haw York

Phllodalpkla
PFittsbwrgh
Tolede, Ohla
Weshligtan

‘Wilmlagion, Dal,

Hamad 5. Brgwn
Joien 5. Huillp

o

69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK
TEILEPHONE: ALGOMGUIN 4-38581

Official The Crisis tf/‘/‘:— A

THURGOOD MARSHALL
SFECIAL COUNSEL

WiLLIAM PICEEME (om LEavis
DIEECTOR OF BRAWCHES

Daisy E L.FFPI.I-I
FIELD BECRETARY

Lia J. Ba
" letﬂ'.ﬁﬂlm
HOALL us
. ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARIES

CuanLottt B. Cruse
FUBLICITY AND PROWOTION

MADISON 5. "'lu.';i'uihuma
! ;

] \_w?i.({r_k

i

Uy dear Mra. Roosevelt:

I have,unsuccessfully, been trylog to reuch
General Watson on the telephone today ond thus -
gretfully have to impose on you agein.
celled this morning I was told that he could not
talk at that time, and repeated calls since then
have also been unavoiling in reaching him,

I hed a long talk with Lord Helifax this morn-
ing end a matter dealing with India which we dla-
cussed end which I wish to discuss with the President
at the earliest péssible time was the reason for my
call to General Vatson.

The matter is not only very immediate but it
is of such delicate nature thot I do not think it
wise for me to put it in writing.

Would you, therefore, be good enocugh to take
this up with the President end wsk him to let me see
him at the earliest possible time?

yiith cordial personal regards, I am

Ever 3innEru$y, g .

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt

The White House
Weshington, D. C.

%“.ﬁ"““-
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Ly dear lirs. Hoosevelt:

Under seperate cover I umzsunding you
a copy of the Fortune erticle, "ielations ith
Britein". My coument on their fallure to con-
sider the problen of color will be found on

page 27.

Lver sincerely,

Secretery. *

lrs. Lleenor Hoosevelt
he Yhite House
Washington, L. L.
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May 13, 1942

My dear Mra, HRoosevelt:
I want you to see the enclosed
copy of letter I have today written to

Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson.

Ever sincdrelry,
#\ mnté‘m; .

Secretary

Mre, Eleanor Hoosavelt
The White Houass
New York Clty

33rd ANNUAL CONFERENCE, LOS ANGELES, CALIF,, July 14-19, 1942 *



May 13, 1942

Hon. Henry L. Stimscn
Secretary of War

War Department
Washington, D. C.

My dear Mr. Secretary:

The Board of Directo f this Assncilaticon

you a eituation of
beat intereet of the nation
and to offer at time a Buggestion which the
Board hopes wil : Btructive in meeting this

danger both outaild T and in the Unlted States.

potential danger

g te og8é dispatches and to

speived from pereons who have recently

thuar parte of the Far East, a

aet A large number of the Amerlican

¢ been sent to these countriese are

fneas, Loulsiana, Miseiesippi and other
We understand that they have been

the theory that having been scclimatized

the waym weather in the South, they can best endure

e8 of warm countrles llke India.

been in

It is exceedingly unfortumate that in these
southern statee conditions have caused many of these
soldiere to believe that they can treat colcred
perscns in a manner which they would not use towards
white persons. The explosive poseibilities of
American wvhite soldiers from the South treating
Indians, Filipinos, Chinese or other colored pecples
ad thege white American soldiers have been accustomed
to treat Negroee in southern states can be easily
imagined, We understand that there have been already
two or three incidentes in India which have not sdded

to friendshlp between the people of India and
Amarican troops.

We have also been informed thet eplscdes
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.1like the followlng have occurred because of the raclal prejudices
of some of the American white troopse., FRecently we have talked
with American NHegroes who are employed in the United States Army
Transport Service, These men who have risked as great dangers

28 the Amerlican scldlers being transported to Australia, New
Caledonia, India and other parte of the Far East were approached
in Melbourne by an Australimn who told them that they were not at
all what Australians had been told to expect, so far as American
Negroee are concerned, When asked who had told Australlans what
to expect, he replied that Awerlican white socldlers and officers
had told him and other Australians that all American Negroes are
"savages, cannibale, diseased, ragged, and they will rape your
women", Other Australlans made the eame statements to these
American Negroes.

Thie repetition of the vicicus propaganda againat
Negroee in France during the last war 1s disheartening. The
Board of Directore of the N.A.A.C F. feels fyrongly that positive
stepe should be taken by the War Department |and by the United
Btates government generally to check this erai g and vicious
propaganda immedistely. The Board of g does not for a
moment mean to imply that all southern white diers are gullty
of such practices or imbued with e prejudlceg) Nor does it
mean to imply that all northern y goldlere are free from such
pre judices, It does maintailn, that affirmative, con-
structive steps should be taken ately to educate all
American socldiere, southern and ern, Negro and white, on the
domeetic end world factors this war to the end that
there may be mutusl unde espect for all fightsre
for democracy and agaln rianism, irrespective of ekin
ecolor.

olo

F

It 38 u :%gé.thu very opposite of this has
taken place to 8 where officers of the United
Etates Army hav mple, instructed white soldiere not to
" nor to have any relaticne with them,
an result only in increased bigotry
on the part of diers so inoculated with pre judices and
in ineressed reden t on the part of American Negro soldlere
and all other soldlers who are not white. An inevitable result
will be the kind of clashes which have caused so much dAifficulty
during recent months.

The Beard of Directors wishes, however, to point out
that it 18 not enough merely to deplore or to criticlze these
conditione, It therefore submits to the War Department, the
Navy Department, and to the Commander-in-Chlef the specific
proposal that the War and Navy Departments include lmmediately
in their regular courses of instructions lectures on the
neceasity of respecting all scoldlers of the United Natlons
irrespective of color, thet respect to be based upon & knowledge
of the contributions, backgrounds and cultures of these colored
peoples,

The Board of Directore of the NAACP offere the
further suggestion that a sultable committee be appointed by

the President or by the War and Navy Departmert 8 to prepare the
material for such leotures. The Board of Directors takes the
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liberty of suggesting for that committee Mr. Mark Ethridge, Editor
of the Loulsville Courier-Journal; Dr., Frank P, Graham, President
of tha Univerelty of North ﬂnroI’I:'in; Judge William H, Hastle,
Civilisn Alde to the Beoretary of War; Mr, Herbert Agar, President
of Freedom Houee, New York City; Mr, Charles H. Haigton, Attorney
at Law, Washington, D.C,, and an pfficer in the first World War;
gnd such other persone of similar character and information on the
subject.

Any facilities of thie Assoclation which the President
or the War or Navy Departments may wish to utillize are, of course,
somple tely at your disposal.

Reepectfully yours,

(8igned) WALTER WHITE
acme tary

WW/GS
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g)” Fifth /ivenue - NHew York
>P{ WALTER WHITE, Secretary.

H-! “:th

HoH. FiAMELIN D. HODIEVE
Preasldent of the United Stantea
The vhite liouse

“Mﬂ. DI ui

Deor lir. President;

gossibility of leaving out ln ny

Sunner elles any of the pertl-
Nonal with rospect to India,

ny conversation with Lord Hullfaxz

n prosanting this menorandum through

I'a welles.

It would be both superfluous and impertinent
far to suggest to you or the .tute Dppartnent the
s of the situstion of the Unlted Nations
4 india be token by the Jupaunese governsent. The
fall of jlungoon and Lashio aend the consequent shutting
off of the Burna road huve nade the trunsportation of
needed war naterielf to the forves of Chiang Xalshek
and the Chinese govormment aluoost impossible. Capture

of Indin und the enoiroling of China which that wnhappy

olrousstunce would oreate would meke the Fur Hasternm

L
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sltuation so terrible now and in the yoars to come that wo oould contom~
plute such o aituation only with tragedy and horror. .,ccording to one of
the groatest authorities on the Far iZget, thla would nean loss of the war

by the United Hatlons.

It 18 conoeivable that it may be too late to do anythlng about

the Indian situation. bBut we amhould not fall to t uny possaible atep

whioh might do good. It would appear to me that we Hove overythlng to

galn and nothing to lose.

The ldea which had ocourred to me and which I dlscussed with

Lord Hplifex was rthe sending by yourself~—%s:]India, by the fastest nods of

travel at the earlliest possible date milssion of throe (3) anmerienn
g¢te to the peoples of India the
seriousness with which the governnant o 4 United Stutes considers thils

situation. 7The individusls I muggested and whose ‘choloe appeared to meet

between Indla tain whiech would be acceptable to India und

Great Dritain.

You will doubtless mak why an jimerloan Negro 1s included. I
am informed by thoso who know Indle well und also by those who Lave very
recently been in India that the treatment of Negroes in the United Statca
ias smong the uost frequently publicized nnd nentioned toples of discusslon
in Indis regarding the United States. (hile the people of Indla do not
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think of themselves as llegroes, they are keenly aware of the lnequallty
of races based on akin color rrom whilch they too have suffered. As you,
of course, know, the Japuncse are industriously Lroadoasting to the peaple
of lndia much episodes as the recent lynching ut sikeslon, iulssourl; the
rioting in conneetion with SojJourner truth housing project in Uetrolt;

the attucks on Hegro soldiera; and other such ocourrences as belng

characteristio of what the colored peoples of the Fdr bast muy expeat in

the event of a Unlted Hatinnl‘\ viotory. This is uttirly fantastic, ea

you end I know. DBut it does not leasen the has bean ssen in

Burma, Indis and other parta of the Far Last.

%

The presence of a distingulsiiéd ehl distinguishable legro

VA4

isusriogn on the comuission would be Mo

'factive than wny words of

7

explanation to the colared paoples o Far Epat and of the world, that

disorimination based on race is not the sble nanifestotion of the uttitude

of the United Hatlons.

Lord Halifax asuthorized me|to say to you that his povermwnt
{ ssion sent by yourself and would
fasollitate in any way posslble arrungewsnts for such u comnisslon. Ie
suggested enlar t of the ocommisaion to four (4) or five (5) persons
through the adéition of a/|distinguished sduocutor or educatora.

I eni by a distinguished writer who Las Just returned
from Indla and China, that one of the reassons far the fallure of 3lr
Stafford Cripps's miasslon is that the people of India resent the apparent
oalssion of the present and future status of India ond of the Yur Lust in
the drafting by yoursalf and lir. wWinston Churchill of the itlantle Charter.
Your sending of the casmission to Indla might conoelvably lesd to the
drafting of a Paoifio Charter whioch will asoure to all the psoples of
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the world that the era of white douinution of colored peoples is cndad
ond thet the peoples of those oountriea oan be sssured that there will be
no post-war economic or other penmetration. Dold und forthright wotion by
yourself at this oritlcel atege of the history of the world may voncelv-
ably turn the tide. It is for this purpose that I presune to make this
proposal to you.

Eel-shek. Perhaups you would deem 1
ﬂhlrl.-r-

d eleoctrify the blllion people of .sla

through the oreation of = 'r'- ter which, socording to Tu Lung Pao,
Chungking's leading newspaper, end the present situction where
*many nations (of the Orient gf a volonial or quasi-colonlal status.

axls powers. It has maode no provislona conocern-

Charter should aim at the liberation of Lorea, the Liuchu island and
FYormosa from Jspsness douination and the freedom from allled control of
India, the Dutoh sdast Indies, Maloya und Chinu. Such a Peaolflc Charter
could perhaps achieve a miracle in stiffening determinution among the
peoples of the Fur Last against Japan and Germuny through convinelng them
that they, to quote Ta Lung Pao agaln, "are not helping one imperislism

of such countries as India and Burne.” Ta HEung
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fight against wuother imperialimm”.

But either of the above courses of uotlon should be preceded bY
a sweeping deolaration, perhups 1n the fors of a fireside chut, Lo be
trunslated into apecific action agalnst disoriminations rrom which colored
pooples now suffer within the United States. This muld be ‘trested from

the world as well sa the national polint of viaw on the importance of the

problew of color. Mot only would this have itas effadt upon the colored
e world's popula-
boown and

peoples of the world, who constitute four-fifths of
tion, through ita demonstration that no longer will bl
yellow peoples be treated as inferior or exploited by white people, but

it would also have profoundly sslut o4 upon the vory serlous

domostioc sltuation with respect to -u/ relatliona.

S8 ruturj’-

WitCTF
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have written to Mrs. Hobby.
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YOUTH DIRECTOR

I want you to see the enclosed copy of letter I
Unfortunately, the reports

which we have on her from Houston, Texzas, are to the

"niggers®.

effect that she considers all colored people as
We, however, are reserving judgment umtil

we see Just how true or untrue thig is.

Because we are willing to suspend judgment until
we can Judge Mrs. Hobby's attitude by her acts, the en-

closed letter was wrltten in the hope that the WAAC,

becsuse it 1s new and because women particularly in the

South have often shown a greater courage than men in

tackling the race guestion, would be able to set new
patterns of race relations im the WAAC.

I firmly be-

lieve that starting out on a non-segregated basis s at
least in the North, will not only meke the WAAC more
successful but it wlll definitely benefit the situstion

in the regular Army and Navy.
I would like very much to have your opinion on this

" a3 H, |Bampecn
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and slso suggestions as to further steps which we might

stand.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D, C.

teke in alding Mrs. Hobby end the WAAC to take such a

Ever noexs 1Y, " ;
AL v oA

Secretary.
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June 17, 1942

Deag Nr. White: '

1 aa returning the psmphlst you
sent ms. I can only hope for the best,
but a Texan is apt to be odd.

Yery sincerely yours,

Mr. Walter White
69 Fifth Avenus, NIC
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My dear lirs. Roosevel t:

Here is one of the reasons why we are lll |
concerned asbout Mrs. Hobby as Lirector of the
women's Amy suxiliery Corps. She cannot and !
should not be blamed for what her husband says
or what happened durlng her husband's term as
Governor of Texams. But we are willing, as I |
said before, to suspend Judgment.

A8 this 1s the only file copy of the
pamphlet we have telling of the mobbling of
John H. Shilledy during lir. Hobby's governor-
ship, please return 1t to me when you shall

have read 1t.
Lver \ncil[xly, D
-uf;ﬂ'_g,’,*ht—g

Secretary.

Vil

é!"’”‘/g { / Li(‘_{
Pt
Wb '

ST N st

. o
Mt A6
e Q,i B giv

4-19, 1942

Mrs. Il eenor Hoosevelt
The yhite Ilouse
Washington, D. C.

Wi CTF



June 24, 1942

Dear Mr. White:

Mrs. Bethune tells me that
Mra. Hobby ip taking her on as an
adviser and that, while she doubts if there
w 11 be complete integration, she wll
work toward that end, and there will be
full representaticn both in officers sad
privates im hie women'a ssction.

I think shis & good step forward
and from shat I haar Mrs. Hobby is
from being completely a Texan %o &
saner point of view,

Very sincarely yours,

Mr, Walter White
69 Fifth Avenue
NIC
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Jm 30' lw.

Dear Mr. White:

Thank you for your letter
and the copy of your spesch. I guite
understood it but am glad to have the
COpY s

Very aincerely yours,

lr. Walter .Jhite

National Assocition for the
Advancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenue 5
New York, llew York.
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Dear Mras.

WaLTEs Wuite

Rov WiLkius
ASEISTAMT SECRETARY
EQITCR, THE CRISIS

SECRETARY
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June 18, 1942
1t

Thank you for your letter

and 1ts very pertinent remark about

Texana,

Because of our conversation -~

-

'J
{

about the Medison Square Oarden meet- |- :

ing, I send you herewith a copy of g

the remarks I made at that meetling.

Etgr sine ra?y,

L]

™,
¥

sohan O

Secretary

Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt

The White House
Washington, D, C.

WW:RR
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Speech of Welter White, Secretory of the
Nstional Association for the Advencement
of Golored People, 69 Fifth Avenue, Nuw York;
to be delivered at the Madison Square Garden
Mass Meeting of the March-on-Washington Mcve-
ment rn Tuesday, Junes 16, 1942. Evening,

Other speakers will tell you the myriad, often hearthresking,
details of the color line in the war program of our own ccuntry. It
i{s a eolor line which has heen slightly dented here and there. But
six months after Peerl Harbor ond Singapcre discrimination haged on
skin color is as firmly rocvted in the thinking of the white world us °
it ever was, A little vocseline has heen applied in mengre applica=-
ti~ns to this festering cancer of bigotry--a disease so virulent that
the safety of the entire world is threatensd by it, And the tragedy
of the situation is that only a few 1ntelligént and brave souls 1like
Mrs. Roosevelt, Pearl Buck, and one or two others in the whilte world
are wise enough to see the ploture as 1t is,.

In the time allotted me I want briefly to touch upon two aspcets-
-one global, the other national-- of this whole question of color,

In the Coral Sea and at Midway Island the United States has slowed up
if not checked materially the onward sweep of Japan, But i1t is fool-
hardy to believe that these apparent victories have ended or are llkely
to end soon the war in the Pacific, Even if Japun surrenfered uncon-
i1iticnally tomorrow, her capitulation would provide only a brief

interlude of peace unless the white world helieves anl scts without
rascrvation to make the true the words of Sumncr Welles cn Memorial

Day, that "Our victory must bring in its train the liberation of all
peoples, Discerimination between peoples because of their race, creed,

or color must be abolished, The age of imperielism is ended.”



Address of Walter White -

at Madison Square Garden Meeting June 16,1942,

For the blunt truth of the matter is that the thousand million
brown cnl yellbw peoples of the Orient and the 155 millions of black
people in Africa just don't helleve thut the white world believes
this or intends to put it into effect once the denger to themselves
is past, Gandhi today is saying thet the sole interest of the Unlted
étatca in India is to preserve nnd_parpetuntF British imperiolism,
Unless end until the United Stotes tukes unequivoeal actioﬁ to put
the clear, brief words of Sumner Welles into effect, neither Mr,
Gandhi nor the four hunired millions of his fellow Indians, nor the

four hunired millions of China, nor the other milliens of Burma and
the Dutoh Esst Indies and Africa will believe for o moment thet the

intereat of the United States 1s nét to continue British and other

imperialiam in the Orient,

What is depperstely needed is forthright rction by President
Roosevelt in cooperction with the leaders of the colored worll--
Chiung Kai-shek of China; Gandhi, Nehru ond Azab of India; Mcnuel
Quezon of the Philippines, und Halle Selussie of Ethicpia-- teoc draft
=n? put into execution a Pscific Charter which, with thc stluntic
Cherter of Roosevelt and Churchill will form a world chaorter of
freedom. Nothing less will offset the unfortunste stotement of
Churchill last September 14, thot the Atlentic Chorter upplies only
to the Nazi-domincted countriés of Europe wni does not apply to the
pcoples of the British empire, MNothing less will convince the hrown,
yellow anl black peoples of the Orient and of the world thet Presi-
dent'Roosevelt's four freedoms will ﬁpply to them as well as to
whites, Nothing less will give them & stake to fight for cni to e

for.



lddress of Walter White - =3= June 16, 1942,
at Mzdison Squore Garden Meeting

Instead of demonstrating the vision and courage which would
galvanize the colored peoples of the world into dynamic, uncompromis-
ing strugele against the Axis, what does our country do? It is send-
ing, I am informed, tc India and China Americen expeditionary forces
mude up in large part of white soldiers from Mississippl, Arkonsas,
Texas and Louisiana, The N.A.A.C.P, urged the Var Depertment to in-
clude in its military instructions to all Americen soldiers courses
on the raclal background of the war. We believe such instruction wus
znd is desperntely needed, to counteract s for os is possiblec within
a short periocd the heokground of recial higu{ry in which these and
other american soldiers were horn end brought up., Our suggeation was
caurtenual} but firmly turned down, Disturbing rumors come hock from
the Orient of thesaswganldiers treating Indians and Chiness a=s
they are sccustomed to treat with impunity Negrocs in darkest Missia-
sippi. 1Is there any wonder that the people of India and of Ckina
lock with exceedingly skeptical eyes upon the beautiful words of
democracy cnd the four freedoms which fall from white lips? a4And how
the Jepunese chortled in their broudousts from Tokio to Burma, to
India, to China snd the islands of the Pucific chout the hypocrisy of
the white ococldentol world]

The plain,bitter truth is thut thinking snd uction on the prohlem
of race in our own country are determined almost completely by the most
Tascist-minded elements in the deepest nnd darkest South, This ele-
ment-- which proeticed Noziism long before Hitler was born-- rlmost
completely dominates our federnl government, Our President, our ATmy,
our Navy, and our government generally are ofreid to challenge or to

offend these southern demagogues by eliminoting the color line. Dise



tddress of Wulter White 4= Juae 16, 1942,
at Modison Square Garden Mcetlng

frenchisement of hlock people has inevitably brought about the dis-
franchisement of 2n overwhelming mhjurity of the white people of the
deep Scuth, Tihus, today, the Scuth with only & little pver one-fourth
urlthe_populntiun of the United Stutes; holds more than 50 per cent

of the chairmenships in the United States House of Representotives nnd
Sennte, Tuuy hove mahieved this under a Domocratic administration
throuzh the ease by which demagogues can get themselves clected and
reclected with ridiculous ease through the rotten horough system of
the South. I invite you to zo down the list of Senete chairmen of
important committeest! Clairmen of the apuropriations Cummittec 1s
ﬂqrtgr Glass of Virginia, Of agriculture, "Coutton Ed™ S.ith of South
Curolina., Of the enormously important Foreign Relations, Tom Connally
of Texas who, Life recently said, would he the most influential of
Aimericans at the peace. conference in troweling cut the new world. I
invite you to read his hitterly sardonic comments on Nirroes during
the seven weeks fillhuster which he led agalinst the antl-lynching bill
in 1937, Huving read them, I invite you to consider the kind of world
Connally would trowel out with his attitude of contempt for colored
peaople,

Cuairman of Fincnce is Glorge of Goorgla. Of Military affairs,
Reynolds of North Curolina, Of Rules, Byrd of Virginia. Of Terri-
torles and Insular Affalrs-- increasingly impertant “ecause of the

" global nature of the war and of the post-war world-- Tydinszs of
Maryland., Of Post Oilfices and Post Ru.ds, MocKellar of Tennessee,

In the House of Representatives the situetion is even worse.

Chairman of the Judiclary Committee 1s Sumners of Texas, who openly

boasted he would never permit even o hearing on any anti-lynehing bill

*



Address of Walter White -5~ June 16,1942, -
ot Madison Sgquare Garden Mecting

as long o8 he wns chalrman, und teday his committee refusea to roport
out the sntis-poll tox ®will., Of Huﬁa und Meons, Doughton of North Caro-
linu; of Banking and Currcncy, Stesgull of .labama, ' Of dgriculture,
Fulmer of South Carolina, ' Of Nuval Affuirs, Vinson of Georgi=, Of
Militcry Affoirs, May of Eentucky.

In the light of the control of our government by these men who
spit upon democracy whenever the Negro is involved, 13 thore any wonder
that meetings like this aore tragloally necessary ct a time like this?
Or thet, irony of ironles, we Negroes must fight for the right to fight
when the world is threztepnsd with destruction? But fight we rmust, ond
fight we will!  and 1t 1s & fight which we oun and must win, ' There
are many thousends on our side ond the nurher constontly grows. - Maony
youns white men haeve petitioned our War Department for permission to
gerve in o so-celled Mixed Division so that they can demonstratc thot

they believe democracy con be procticed os well as tolked whout., But

the South still rules Washington on the Wegro question und the army T
becsuse the army refuses to hreak down jin-crowism despite the success
of the training of Negro nnd white cfficers together in trzining
schools located in the deep éuuth. Hundreds of thousunds of white
imericans, including the .merican Medical Asscciation, huve dencunced
the order to jim-crow Negro hloocd which was given by the frnmy and Nuvy
to the Red Cross,' But this Hitler-like philosophy of blood and roce
continues.’ Modest progress hus heen made hy the Failr Employment Prno-
tice Committee in breaking down employment diserimination, and there
have been modest goins in other fields,” But the hesic phllosophy
remnin; the same-- thot Negrcoes are second-clasa citizens «nd must

remnin so even though the world falls.' g



‘' pMidress of Wolter White =6 June 18, 1942,
at Mudison Square Gerden Meeting

How can thg Negro in the lirht of the record believe the fine
brave wordas ahnﬁt democracy when tonight Odell Woller sits in death
row In o Virginia prison scheduled to die Friday night becguse he
dared dcfend himself from heing killed by & white lundlord? How cuan
the Negrc believe the ‘fine brave words sbout demoorucy when o cheup

Mississippl demagogue like Rankin oan get up on the flocr :F the House

of Representutives und spew forth venom on the Nesro because he re-
scnts the imputation of inferiority when his hlocd is segregoted?

Huow cen u Negro believe in demcoracy when the army cnd the Navy of his
government suy to him: "You oen fight ond die for dem.crocy but ycou
can't experience it in the Aroy und Navy™? How cun u Nearu believe
wholeheurtedly thcot the ceouse he is aakéd t. die for is worth dying

f r when deily he 18 cinfronted by insult, discrimination cnd segre-
2etian? Prove tu us, Unlted Neoticns, and prove to the cslored peoples
of isia, rfrieca and the Caribbean that you ore not hypocrites when you
say this is a war for freedom. Prove 1t to us und we will show you
thet we cun end will fight like fury for thut freedum, But we want--

end we intend tu hove~= our share =T that freedcm!
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July 31, 1942

Usar Mr. Viece President:

I wanted to tall you the other
day, but 1 thought it would be easier to
write, how much 1 « impressed by toe ef-
fect that your speech on Tne People's
Century has had oo young people. Last
wosx 1 went to the Ioternstional Student
Service Busmer Inotitutes in both Asheville
end Campobello and found in both plsces that
tait. speech was the bagis for oore real
stirring of thought than anything else wulch
has happened asd, in & way, for morse coo-
pcious desirs to act, oa the part of both
boys and girls. :

Therefore, 1 um more grateful than
ever that you are golng to epeak for them in
September at the Aspeably.

Sinceraly yours,

ELFEAIA ROOSEVELT

Hon. Henry A. Wallace
The Viee President
desshington, J. C.

ia
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The Vice Fresident

. 1 wanted to tell you {uuturday but I thought it would
be easler to write, how much I am impressed by the effect

that your epeech on The People's Century, has made on young

people. Laet week I went to the International Btudent Service Bummer
Institutee in both Asheville and Campobello and found 1n both

plades that that speech was the basle for more real etirring

of thought than anything else which hae happened, and in a way,

for more consclous desire to act, on the part of both boye and
girls.

Therefore, I am more grateful than ever that you are

golng to speak for them, no matter how brlefly, in September
for the Assembly.

B.T.
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August 28, 194

My dear Mras, Roosevelt:

I enclose the memorandum you asked me to
send you regarding the United States Office of
Education and the United States Employment Service
with respect to thelr recent actlon on Negro
training and placement. As I said to you Wednesday
evening, we are all very much disturbed by the
tranafer of the Prealdent's Committee on Fair
Employment Practice to an agency under which are
two sub-agencies which not only permit but appesr to
be actually encouraging and fostering diascrimination
based on race, creed, color or national erigin. This
is an anomalous situation, as I am sure you and the
Preaident will agrose,.

I also enclose a personal note to the

Presldent which I would appreciate your reading
and then placing in his hands,

Evar si*aarel{, H !g

Secretary

¥ra, Eleanor Roosevalt

The White House M

Washington, D, C.
Yl : °HR 1
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MEMORANDUN IN KEGARD TO THE POLICILS AND PRACTICKS UK Wil UNITED
STATES EMPLOYMENT SEHVICE AND THE UNITLD SIaTeS UFFICE OF

S DUCATION s THOSE PULICILS AND PRACWICES UPERAML UPON THE EXFOKDS
OF JUALIFILD NEGRULS Tu UBTAIN hh&&HﬁHLNT IN walk INDUSTRY.

For a long time, Negroes have had difficulty in their
attempts to secure employment through the offices of
the various state employment services and, prior to the
federalization of these employment gervices, the argu-
ment was frequently advanced that the United States
Employment Service did not have jurisdiction over their
policies and practices. with the federalization of
these state agencies under the USes, the question has
been raised as to the obligution of the employment
service with respect to orders ITol war industriea con-
taining discriminatory gpecifications. -

The UsSis as a federal agency, subject to the provisions
of Lxecutive Urder 8802, is oblligated to effectuate the
purposes of that Urder within the area of employment
subject to its Jurisdietlon. 1t is perfectly clear then
that the USid aids and abets diserimination againat
workers solely on account of race, color, creed or
national origin in any case where 1t fills an order
containing dlscrimlnatory gpeclfications.

Nevertheleas, in the face of this clear duty imposed upon
it by Executive Urder 8802, the USks has issued Bulletin
Ho. C-45, effective as of July 1, 1942, instructing state
and local directors to ignore the provisions of the
Lxecutive Urder and requiring them to gocept and service
orders Tor workers containing diseriminatory specirications
unless prohibited from so doing by state law.

Notwithstanding this situstion has been called to the
attention of the war kanpower Commission, we ure not aware
that any steps have been taken to countermsnd tulletin

No. C-45, or those portions of it which are contrary to
the letter and spirit of hxecutive Urder BBOE.

1t is a matter of common knowledge that there is a need
for trained workers for war industry and the United States
Uffice of Education is charged by etatute with the
responsibllity for administering federal funds provided
to finance war industry training programa throughout the
gountry. In connectlon with this sdministration the
congressional act provides, "No trainee . . . shall be
diseriminated against because of sex, Tuce or color; and
where separate schools are required by lew for geparate
population groups, to the extent needed for tralnees of
each such group, equitable provision shall be made for
facilities and training of like quality."

Complainta that Negroes werse being discriminated against




! .

in their effort to secure defense training were so numerous
that the Committee on Falr Lmployment Fractice summoned
Commissioner Studebaker before it. while we have not been
advised of the results of this hearing, which took place on
april 13, 1942, we do know that there has bteen little change
in the situation as it exlsted at that time.

#n example of the discrimination in the defense training
program under the jurlsdiction of the United States Uffice
of Education 1s seen -in the situation that exists in
Atlanta, Georgla.

The Sell aireraft Corporation is now completing an airplsce
plant near atlanta. 1t is estimated that this plant will
need from 25,000 to 40,000 workers. L1t 13 relilably estimated
that over forty-two per cent of the available labor supply

in the atlante area 13 of the Negro race. Uespite the fact
that federally financed defense training in skills needed

by this plant has been provided white persons for several
months, it has thus far been denied the more than 5000 Negroes
who applied, solely because of thelr race.

Jur files show that this matter has been called to the
attention of the Chairman of war kanpower Commission and
responsible officimls. However, desplte the fact that many
conferences have been held and promises made that training
facllities would be provided for Negroes in the Atlanta area,
the fact is that today feellities are not yet available for
Negroes.

By wvirtue of the Lxecutive Urder oreating the war uanpower
Commission, both the United <tates smployment service and

the United States Uffice of Bducation are subagents of the
war lenpower Uommission. I1If the mar kanpower Uommlssion has
taken any effective steps to correct the situations described
above, we are not aware of them. In any event, 1t seems

most unfortunate that the one lndependent agency set up to
eliminate diseriminatory practices in employment and training
for employment in war industry should now be transferred

and made & part of an agency--two of whose constituents

have notoriously bad records and whose policles and practices
the Committee on Fair Employment rractice has been seeking

to correct.



Septenber 9, 1942.

Dear Ur. white:

The memorandus you sant o8
with your letter of August 28th 1s
very interesting reading.

1 pead the letter you &=
closed and hove given it to the
president.

Very slncerely [OUrs,

ur, fialter White

Hational Assoclatlon’ for the
pdvancesent of Colored Pecple
&9 Fifth Avenue

New York, Hew York.

/U
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Septeaber 21, 1742,

Uy dear ir. nhite:

lire. loosevelt has asked me
Lo acknowledge the rocelpt of your lete-
ter with which you enclese the rlayer
urticles, She wao interested Lo sev them
anc is appreciative of your kindncss in
giving her thu opportunity,

Very eincerely yours,

Secrelury Lo
Ura, [oosevelt.

Mr, Talter nthite

Socretary, Matlonal assoclatlon

for the Advancement of Colored i‘ecpls,

69 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, Hew York. vos
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

I enjoyed tremendously that chat with you
on the train to Washington Tuesday.

Here are the Player articles I pronmised to
send you. They are both accurate and important,
in my opiniecn, in their revelation of the deeper
significance of the things that are happening in
the South today. 'This is particularly so in their
affirmation of the opinion you and I share, that
the Negro is only the immediate object of attack--
that the Administration, the wew Deal, liberalism
generally and in particular labor unions are the
real targeta.

Incidentally, I had a long talk with Jonathan
Daniels yesterday. I find that he does not share
Dr. Alexander's optimisn asbout the South. He
believes that the forces of blgotry are creating a
situation far more dangerous than most people seem
to reslize.

Ever sincerely, y

U Lot

Secretary.
Mrs. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

Wi CTF



Octover 19, 1542.

Uy dear kr. White:

" ura. Ra-ualn-lt. has asked =a
to tell you that she gave the President
the copy of your letter Lo Mr. Mehutt,
which uccompanied your letter of Octo-
ber 15th.

Very ﬁlnunml;- yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Roossvelt.

Mr. Walter White

Mational Assoclation for

the advancenent of Colored People
&9 FAifth Avenue

Hew York, New York.
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Charlailen, W. ¥a. T. G Muter

Chicoga B D

L. Fearl o
Dan Moinas, lo. S.Jviclwn " d - 3t
Datrait Lowis © Blownt en 8 ose
Falls ¥illogs, Conn, Dr, Williom Allan Mallson ) T Mra. Roosevelt,
lihaga, M, ¥. Mailer ln:-ﬂ E. Traman
Led Angales Themay L Griffish, b
Howerd, N. 1 Groce B, fanderson We wanted you to see the enclosed
Hew

F.a
copy of letter we have written to Mr. McWutt.
After you have read 1t, will you be pood

ancugh %o show 1t to the Presaldent?

Ever sincersly, .
V(o AT

Oklohoma City Rowcos Dhenlea Secreta ry '@
Peskskill, M, 1. Mifred Bakar Lewl -

Frilodaiphia Isadara Martin HMra. Eleanor Ronsevelt
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lr. Walter White
National Associatign for the
Advancement of Colored Feople
69 Pifth Avenue i

New York, New York,
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October
28th
1942

lly dear lirs. Roosevelt:

I am dictating this letter ime diately
on my return from Forts S5ill and Des Lioines but I°
em giving instructions that 1t i1s not to be
malled to you until you return from England.

iay I strongly urge that at your first
opportunity to visit Fort Des liolnes that you do
so? I found Wiils there, both whlte and colored,
diseppointed that you had not inecluded it on one
of your trips. I think it would do infinite good
for you to vislt there and in whatever way is

wisest according to your Jjudgment, to help push
back the horlzons of officials in charge so that
they will not humiliate colored V.iACs by needless
segregation. IT men officer candidetes can be
trained with such complete absence of segregation
and with success in the South, it certalnly would
geem reasonable that segregation would not be
necessary in a northern eity.

Ever sincexely, .
\.,LJIM- ['.CHM,J

cecretary.
Mrs. Lleanor Roosevelt

The vhite House
Washinpton, D. C.

WW:CTF ~

EDiToR, THE CRIBIE

FIELD BECRETARY

ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARILS

ADMIMISTRATIVE ARBSISTANT,
WARHINGTON BUREAU



HATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCIBMMENT OF COLORED PEOFLE
89 Fifth svenue - New York, N. Y.

WALTER WHITE, Seoretary

Ootober :
8B8th ¢}
1942 .

Dear lr. Prealdents

Ypa will puﬂ/ufa remeuber the Secretafy
of War spe anthusl oally to you, Colonel

Enox, Uayor La “Ur. iandolph, several others
and myself in youx" a:ﬂu- of the success of the
nfﬂn-r—t,r uoi:,hq].l insofar as training, feed-
ing and i1te and Negro offlicara

aven ,t;l Southern ‘qml conoarned.

[ it 1: r this resson that I want you
to seks the enolo copy of letter I have written
Col Stimson ynd krs. liobby after I have had
op ty to pad at first-hand at Fort 5ill,

. how wall this experiment ia -nrkin; out.
o ---m. unfortunately, in a Morthern city, at Des
/7" Moines, in the trulning of iiiiCe, there is just
/ the pe of the eitustion in the South. The

aegr ion et Ces hoines 18, in my opinion, both
\ unneoc ary und distinotly hurtful of morale.

AN 7
\\:,H_‘____F:,:ff ith cordial personal greetings,
Respeotfully,
Socretary.

llon. ¥ranklin D. Roosevelt
Pramldent of the United ltates
Theliithite House

Washington, D. C.

Wi CTF



FATIGIAL HSSOCIRTIDH J0R THE ADVANCRCIIT OF COLORED PEOPLE, 69 FIVTH AVIUE

S

NEH YORK, Wi YORK

Cotobar
28th
1942

Hon, Hemry L. Stimson
Secretary of VWer, Washington, D.C.

_Mrs, Oveta Culp Hobby

Director, ¥Women's auxilisry ~ruy Corps,
Washington, D.C.

Dear Col. Stimson end Yrs, Hobby:

fGecause the matters about which I write you in this letter
relate to the imuy and the %W,A.4.C., T take the liberty of sending
to yon this julnt letter.

I have juﬁt returned from Forts Sill end Nea Loines, I cens
away from the l‘ormsur more heartened regarding the possibilities of
actusl-Practice of democracy in the United Statss jawy than I have
ev een before. A8 we entered the sectlon of Fort Sill devoted to
tyaining of officer candidates, we heard the rhythmie sound of merch-

feat. Soon ﬁara cama into view a section of oificer candidates

hing to thai}‘ fuarters. sll of the men wers white, ‘T loarned
afterwerd that a/ gumber of them were southerners. Mt the officer in
cha of the section was a Negro. Within the next ten minutes, we
saw-.8ix other sections of men in which there were one or nore llegro
ufi‘icﬂl cendidates,

We were then permitted to mo down to the hmtmenta. There we
talked with a number of the Hegro and white officer candidates., One
young Negro from Fort Worth, Texas, showed me the hutment in which hs
lived with five white off'icer ceandidates. ™wo of the five were from
the South. According to the Megro officer candidate, t-har:.r are most
frienaly to him in évery way possible. The same thing I found true
of other young llegroes who are quartered with, eat with, and study with
white rellow eandidates, Southern and Horthern.

I found the same situation prevails with Hepro end white of'ficers,
I was intormed by them thet the liberal unprejudiced attitude is in large
measure due to lajor-(ieneral Allen who until recently wes Cormandunt of
Fort 8ill. This observetion of prantical democracy was m thrilling ex-

. perience for me personelly as 1. was to my companiorns who ineluded Foscose



#8 == Hon. Henry L. Stimson

and ;i
Ira. Oveta Culp Hobby . b October 28, 1942

| .
Dunjes, Hditor of' the Oklahoma "lack Dispatch. o see in the deep South men
beinz trained topether and asscciating with each other on a plane of complete
democracy proves that human beings do pet along together if thev mra permitted to
know eech other es humen beings and fellow amaricans.,

The situation at Fort Des Yoines, Iowan, where the WehahoC, officers are
being trained, when cowmpared with the situaticn at Jort 2111, represents a dis-
heartening comtrast. There was UVELrY Teafon to axpect an even mors democratic
stmosphere than at Yort 8i1l. The camp is in the l'orth vhare attitudes toward
the llegro are not erystellized into & pattern of diserimination and segregution,

The project vas new'and did not carry & burden of treditional policies toward
Pegroes, The womsen represented a highly selected fgroups. Thay had been recruited
voluntarily and, therefore, might be presunad to have sinc'-gnra devotion to the
ideals for which the war is belng fought. Vet, with all of these rnotors present,
conditions &t Fort Nes licines ars decidedly less democratic, and are infinitelv mope
humiliatine to the Nepro officers, than in an oldep poat located in & Southern
state. In my opinion, the segregation which I obss 'ed there 18 not only un-
arerican and confrary to the spirit of national u:niE-. but is also absolutely un-
necessary and artifically fostered, :

That the W.A.A.C, officers! trainiog camp is not living un to the democratic
nossibilities exemplilfied at Fort 5111 is evidsnced by the following faets. althoush
Negro and white W.A.A.C."s have thoir meals in the same hall, the colored women are
segrepated at separate tablps. Vhite women who, for reason of I'riendship or con-
venisnce, have wished to aq: with their Hegro campmates heve been persmptorily or-
dered away from the "colunr tables. Colored and white women ere housed in separate
quarters. Saeparate hours Haye been set for thes use of the swimming pool. lecently
a colored service women's cluy has besn set up, The saparate service cluba have
baen declared out of bnugda for-women of the opposite race.

Cne of £he most glaring aspects of discrimination has been manifest in the
assignment off gflicers upon f'l,\i::untion. While all of the white officer candidates
Fraduating i the first ulauEl ve been essipned to resmuler posts, most of the
Hegro gradusted are still wo king at duties ususlly assismed to non-cormiss:oned
officers. (uben such pract}’caa are viewed as a whole they sctually represent the
designation of' the Negro Wenén as pariehs who must not associmte with their whits
fallow of'ficers upon a basis of equal status.)

It is my eincers belief that such diserimination is unnseessary. The experi-
ance at Yort 5111 would suggest this conclusicn, Purther facts from the Des l'oinas
situation substantiate it. Permit me to cite here a Tew incidonte:

I was told of one oceesion when the colored W.A,A.C.'s went to the swimmine
pool at the hour mllotted them & number of white WeikeAoGu'a remained in the pool for
some time into the hour assigmed to the colored officers, When the whitas showed
no intention of leaving, one of the colored W.A.A.0.'s told them that it was the
time for the latter to swim. Tho white women in the rool, among whom, I am told,
were several Southern women, invited the colored V.L.A.0.'s to coms on in to swin.
Thay swam end had & ploasant time topgether. Sut when news of this beceme known, I
am informed that en order was issued Torbidding white and colored W.A.A.C.'8 to awinm
together again even though thers was no objection from edther white or colored,
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¥rs. Oveta Culyp lHobby Octobar 268, 1948

Another example of the needlessness of segregetion was found in the fact
that peveral of the colored ofr'icers have teught or are teaching all-white or mixed
clusses. For example, & third officer, who is colored, taught a cless of forty in
Company Administration, ell of whom were white and &t least lLalf of whom were Southern-
ers, This officer, I am informed, hed no difficulty with the students, all of whom
sesmed to have great respect and affection for her. I was informed thet a Lieutenant,
elso colored, taught or 18 now teaching e class of eighty-eight in ]otor Trensport,
Gonvoy, and Hlackout., Twanty-eight of her npuplils are llegro and sixty are white, At
least half of the latter are Southerners. There has bean no dirriculty of any sort,
I was told, and the morale and efficiency of her class are outstending. Annther !egro
third officer teught a class of forty white women in Accountinp. Another third officer
teaches an ell-white class in lless lanagement, at least half of whom ere Southern born;
while atill another third ofrieer, a dietitien, was in charge of tle renus for all thir-
teen messes in the plamning of which she worked without friction and with preat success
with white fellow ol'ficers and students. T bave haen told thet when this intormation
wis published the colored woman involved was immadiately rolieved of hor duties and Be-
gigned to & job which did not involve this type of reaponsibility.

The white Southern officers' and students' attitude, at 7es loines, is parallel
to that of the white offlicers at Fort 5ill in their reletions with their colored offi-
cers. I was told of & case of a white woman officer from !ississippi who msked sora
of the colored nrri_'c.ars why none of the latter wers ever seen in certein public rea-
taurants ot Des lioines.  On being told that the restaurants would not serve colored of-
ficers, unless thay were accompanied by white persons, the white llississippl oi'ficar
agked that whenever any of the colored officers wanted to wat 8t these restaurants
and needed & white person to insure service that she be permitted to do so. I under-
&tand this young women had never been out of lissiseippi until she went to Des loines.

In addition to the abgve incidents, the generalization can saf'sly he made that
_ Bn atrospnere of friendly comradeship exists batween the colored and white women, which
mekes these administrutive barriers all the wore inconrruous and unnecessary.

l'ore serious, in my opinion, than the fact that the barrisre are unnecessary,
ia the fmct that they are in direct violetion of the spirit ol proncuncements made by
Fresident Roosevglt and Director Hobby. I1irs. iobby announced that the pattern of tmin-
ing in the H.A.F.ﬂ;.'{:. officers' ¢amp would rollow that in the Army. lespite widespreed
segregation in|the Army, we t congretulate it upon a most progressive policy in of-
ficers' training cemps such as Jort 5111, end other officers' training schools. The
WerosnC. camp has not lived yp to this progressive example set for it by the army.
President Roosevelt in a radie address has pointed out the unique opportunities of the
Army camp situation for strengtheling osur nationsl unity. Ife stated on September 16,
1940: :

*In the military service, smericans from all walks of life, rich and

poor, country-bred and elity-raised, farmer, student, manusl laborer and
white-collar worker, will learn to live side by side, to denend upon sach
other in military drills and manosuvres, and to apprecleste each other's
dignity as American citizens.

"Miniversal service will bring about not only greater preparedness to meet
the threat of war, but a wider distribution of tolerance and understanding

to enjoy the blesaings of ponce.™



#4 -- Ton, Henry L. Stimson
and
Vre. Oveta Culp lobby OCotober 28, 1942

Lra. Hobhy obviously advoeated the sems principle when in July, 1947, she welcomad
the first officer cendidates at Des lioines, Towa, with the statement:

#Tn donning the uniform of the United States nrmy._ﬂin.a.ﬂ.'s
should put aside n%; prejudices."

Any type of segregation within a camp vinlutes the spirit of these state-
ments and makes their implementution impossible.

The segregation in Des lioines, a ilorthern elty, is inexcusable when contrasted
with whet is taking plesce in the trainine of officers in places like rort Sill and
Camp Hood and other places in the South, "This represents the estusl Iimposition of a
pattern of segregation where one ald not exist before. This the Tederul Novernment
should not do. It is my further conviction that any segrezsticn in "es l'oines could
ba abolished immediately and succasafully.

= Captain Kennedy of tha Office of Public Relations &t Des [oines and others
there told me thet jlegro women are not volunteering for service in the W.A.A.C."8 A8
sxpected. 7hen asked to give & reason as o why this wes s0, I told them that women
with the character and self-respect which would make them orficers of superior qualitvy
are reluctant to volunteer because of segregatlon at Les l'oines, I em strongly of the
opinion thet an ennouncement by the War Department, throuphk the Secretary of “er or the
hirector of the W.h.A.C.'s that gegrezation is heing abolished in the MW.A.A.C.'s would
pasult in the volunteering of the high tvpe of colored woman to the extent desired by
the War Departmort and all those: interested in 'the welfare ol our country.

ey I strongly urge thet this step be.taken.

Raspectfully,

({8iened) ILTER WIOTh,

Secretary, liational issociation for
the Advancement of Colored Peopla.

Wi CTF



Movember 27, 1942

My dear Mr. White:
Mrs. Hoossvelt asks me %o
tell you that sha ocan 808 you on December

first at 3 p.m. at the White House.

Yeory sinoeroly yours,

Seoretary %o
Mrs. mmlt

Mr. Waltar White
Saticnal Assoolsation for the

Adwancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenus

Hew York, Hew York
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THE WHITE HousE

WASHINGTON

Hovember 2B, 1942

MEMO FOR MR, CHIM,
ME3, HELU
ME. TOLLNY
I_IIHS THOMPS OM «
lrs. Hgosevelt will see kr.
|

Walter White on December first at

& pum.
Lz
k
M.T.La
d I“"
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Baltimara Murphy

Bisminghom, Ala. Dv. E.'W. Toggart

Beilan D, Jahn B, Hall

Charleston, W. Ya. 7.0 Multer

Chicogo

i 1, Wall
Clevslend E"‘M. . * My dear krs. Roosevelt:
Das Maines, lo. S,Julr::_
E’i‘.‘éu....m. g T - Thank you very much for your lestter of HovemBsr 23,
In the same mail come an acknowledpment from ths FPresident

through Mr. Lelntyre.

It looks as thouzh the Des kKolnes situation has been
straightened out most satisfectorily. Colonel Hpag haa
succeaded Colonel Failth, who, as you know, has been trans-
ferred to Daytona Beach to establish a WadAl training school
there. «8 soon as Colonel Heoag had brourht to his attention
the order declaring the sarvice eclubs out of bounds he rea-
einded the order. alsc I was edvised by the Jar Department
in n conference Judge Hastie and I had last Friday, that
tha segregation of Negro Wall officers hus been complately
eliminated and that ten Kegro auxiliaries who have nqualified
und been sdmitted to the Officer Candidetes School are not
segregated thera. This is a most gratifyins atep and one
for which we have thanked the War Depurtment. I enclose
for your information self-explanatory copy of letter I wrote
to Colonal kacy Tollowing our interview.

I have had to usa great restraint to keep from writing
you to ask for an appointment to discuss the aituation in
England which, as you know, gave us great concern. I re-
frained from asking for an appointment to give you time to
gat straightened out after your exelting trip. I am now
apending Tussdays, Wednesdays end Thursdays in Washington.
If on any of those days (or any other) you can spare me a
few minutes I would like very much to telk with you.

ﬁl\xﬁ N Evar a@ra
L ;
L- -L.l'f /{_}/ Sacretary.

Pl ¥rs. Elsanor Hocsavelt
Pittsburgh m—? Tha White House

Breres
F:E_ Washington, D. O.
A 'i WWinp
Wilslngton, Dal. MLE" encl.
- e .




HATIONAL ASSOOIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED FEOFLE

Washington Bursau
100 Massachusstts Ayenus, EW
Washing$on, DO

Hovember 18, 1942

My dear Oclonel Macy:

~ May I take this means of confirming my understanding of the statements
made in ths two confersnces held in your office with respeot to Negro officers
gnd muxiliaries of ths Women's Army Auxiliary Corpe at Das Moinea?

1. The ordsr declaring Service Club #2 "out of bounds® for colored
Wii0's and Servies Club #1 "out of bounds” for white WAAD'm haa been resoinded.

£. Hegro WAAD officers ars no longer segregated so far as esating, housing,
recreation, or duties are concernsd either ut the Fort or in the hotels whioh
have besn taken over by the WAAD's.

3. Hegro @fficer candidates who snyered offiser candidate sohool on November
16 from the suxiliariss are ccmpletely integrated with the other officer and are
not segregated. . e *

b s

It is my understanding now thet the report of the Negro officer who had
besn working with the white personnsl in mess managemsnt had been relansed is
in error. Vi ' ;

It is, however, my m‘rt‘.r understanding that should, at any time in the
future, thers be a sufficient number of Negro officer candidates to form a com-
pany or other unit the WillUs do not state that they will not be put into sepa-
rate units. S¢ated somewhat srently, it is my understanding that there has
besn no change in-tha ba#ic poligy of the WAAO's whioh caused the segregation
of ths first of ficar candidates who went directly from olvilian life into train-
ing as ofﬂu-nfp

May I rempeotfully urge [that the WAAO's consider the establishment now of
a poliey which will be in o ty with that of the War Department in tha
training of army of figers, namely, the establishment of a poliey of no
segregation as ig the case at Fort 5111 and other officer candidats schools.

May I express appreciation to the WAAO's for the correotion of saveral
of the unfortunate practices whioh formsd the basie of my lattar to you of
Oatober E8.

Ever sincersly,
(8igned) WALTER WHITE

Director
Col. J. Hoal w
Woman's Army Auxiliary Oorps
War Dgpartment
Washingten, D.0.

Wy
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November 30, 1942

My dear Miass Thompson: —r
Thank you for your letter of the

27th. I will be at the White House at

three o'eclock Tueaday.

Ever sincejel .
-

AL

acratary

Miaa Malvina C. Thompaon

Secretary to Mrs. Rocsavelt

The White Houss

Weshington, D, C.

VWW:RH



*

Kote: Till write
after Christmas

bR e 1

Deceaber 5, 1942

Dmar' Ur. White:

Mrs, Rocsevelt tells me that you
asked for the name of the young man at
Tuskeges in whom she has been intarestad,
He is: ~

"L._Ftﬂi.l_l’!i'"m
BE1Rth Air Bame, TAFS
Tuskegee, Alabama,

yrs,fRoosevelt got his name from
uiss Viols Ilma, of the Young Men's Vocational
Foundation, and wrote to him. He hae writtan
regularly over a period of e.ght or ten months
ad seems to be making steady progresa. He has
now passed the mental test for the officers
candidate school.

Very sinperely yours,

i Ssoretary to
( Mrs, Roosevelt

Mr. Walter Thite d
88 Fifth Avenue —
Wew York, Nes York 0
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[ecamber 10, 1942

w dear lUr. “Itll

1 like the idem of the meeting you
want, but befors making the Arrangements, I
would like m chanoe to talk unoffiolally with
Undame Chiang Kmi-Shek end spe how she Teals
sbout it wad also to find out what she mnight
be able to do while she is in this country.
8he will not do mnything for two months as
the dootors want her to spend that amount of
time in ths hospital and she may not fesl she
oan do much after thut. I will let you know
what I find out.

The Fresident told me the other
night that if you are willing to give up the
anti-lynching bill and mcoept the bill which
he suggested to you, hs felt sure he could cot
it passed. I think you should write s letter
about it as it would be batter to got what the
President wants through, than to wait and try
to get something passed which he fasls might,
in the end, be declared unconstitutional,

Cerdially yours,

Mr. Welter White, Secrotary

Nat'l. Assoc. for Advancement of*
Colored People

68 Fifth Av.

New York, NY MCT:hy

; //!/Jf'al._.



THE WHITE HOUSE ., /"

I L

WASHINGTON

Wnite: I like the jden of the meetlng
you want but before making the
arrangements I would like a chance %o
talk unofficially with Mme. Chlang

and see how she feels fbout it and alen
to find out what ehe might be able to
dp while she iag in this country. BShe
will not de anythlng for two months

as the doctore want her to spend that
amount of time in the hospltal and ahe
may not feel she can do much after that
I will let you know what I find out.

The President told me the other night

 that if you are willing to give up

the anti-lynchlng b111l and accept the
pill whieh he suggested to you, he felt
gure he could get 1t passed. I think
you should write & letter about 1t a8
1t would be betterto pet what the
President wants BEEER through than to
walt and try to get gomething paszed
which he feels might mexd in the end

be declared unconetitutional.

E.H.
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8 T. WalGHT
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GRAT CRUMP \ e I.LE 'l'lﬂ
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Sk,

h‘lLuu I-.l.l.l wm

Mamy 'Iflu'l'l: WHllm
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

. R
Carl Murpby

Ballimars
Siminghom, Ala.  Dr. £ W. Togoen i - Ehdp
Chateston, W. Vo. ?rcmMI Ey 4 Lrs. B 1t il ‘? l ;

] 2y dear 5. Hoosavelt: ! L ;
et "™ e B, .
Clavalond [ Hoy & Devis Since I talked with you lust Tuasda I have 11hn f (J{-
(’ul:ﬂhh la. mﬂﬁmr birth to an idea which I hope you will approve and hﬂlE\uh 1

Til

mﬁlwlmmmim”mﬂdw us bring to consummation. It i1s this:
likaca, M. Y. Moler Robert E. Traman

o o O i o That when Lme. Chiung Hai-Shek recovers sulficiently
How York En A M to make u speech, we arrance, eaither under auspices of the
K.unCF or of a group of orgonizations interested in the na-

conar tional and global aspects of the eolor problem, or of a

distinguished 1ist of sponsors, a noan-partisan, bi-recial
program ot which Ime. Chiang would be one of the chief
speakers, OCther epeakers we had in mind mre: yourself,
1f you would be gracious enou:h to do so, Fearl Buck,
dgndell Willkie, and a distinpuished .merican llesra. Ve
have in mind asking Congresswoman Clure Hoothe Luce to
rreside because of the intinute knowledze of the Thirese
and Indian situstion which she rained on her recent trip
to those countries.

This probably will seenm like too mary spealers. But ]
wa balieve that sach of those we hore will marticinate will
keep in mind the nurmber of othor spaukers.

T LEGAL COMMITTES : The purposa back of this is t.ﬂ. fonus uttention of
wmln- H. Hastle, Waoshington, Chairmas  americans cn the global neture of the guesticon of skin celar

, Coll el and "white supremacy" both =8 a f.ctor in winnin: the war
s Ils-af'!.bum and in winning the pewce. I believe thera will be no Aif-
W' : Jrvin €, Wcilison ficulty uliatever in getting an overflow meetingz ut Ludison
Clnclanaii nmu.l--:n Square Garden wnd radio time on ull threa netueorks, with
Glavsland mm;mdw so distinguished un array of speakers.
Jathsanvilla 5. D MGl
Lo gvies . I, Liow I come to the requssts I vant to make of you: &iﬁ
L), O e 1] would you be willing to partlcipute in such o meeting?
,Tana, I Alsxonder Looby 2) vould you be iood enough to rive me your very frank

it opinion of the wvalue and the possibilities of such o meeting?

3) Would you be willing to extend the invitation to Lme.

Hubar T,
% Chiang¥

The suggestion has been made that I take this up with




i

' 4rs, Zleanor Rangﬂualt =f= ' Jecenbar &, 1942

the Chinese ..mbassador. I, of course, would be rplad te do this if you think

I should. Sut it would be mpch more ed'fective if you spoke to 1'me.Chiang and
pertaps to the .mbassador.
Enrdinlly,
Sacratary.
‘- —
W

Lrs. bkleanor Hoosevelt
‘he White bouse
washington, J. C.

Wiinp

T —————



WB52 38
NEWYORK NY 14 756P

MRS FRANKLIN D ROOSEVELT 4

WHITE HOUSE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS HAS JUST VOTED APPROVAL OF MEETING OF
WHICH | WROTE YOU AND PROVIDED THAT EVERY CENT ABOVE
ACTUAL EXPENSES WILL BE CONTRIBUTED TO EITHER UNITED CHINA
WAR RELIEF OR TO WHATEVER CAUSE MADAME CHIANG SELECTS

DEC 14 9 o [l B2

/WALTER WHITE.

————E———



Decembar 18, 1942,

Dear Wr. #hite:

The President fesls that the
Attorney Oeneral knows as much nbout his
ideas on this i1l and would have nore
time to discuss it with a group than he
mould., Therefore, he sug ests that you
make on sppolntnent with the Atiorney
Genercl, and discoss it with hin.

Very sincerely youras,

Lr., Walier _ hite

Hational sscoeistion for

the ,dvancement of Colored Feople,
&9 Fifth ..venus

Kew York, New York.

Vo3
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1942

Ly dear Lrs. licosavaelt:

Your letter tranaritting the Fresident's sugzgestion
regurdine the dnti-lynehing bill cume on tha duy thut
our Yourd set to determine the le-islution we plunned
to usk tha incominp Conpgress to consider. I therafcre
shured your letter with the Joard.

after very lengthy discussion the Board instructed
me to ask you to say bo the Fresident that there are so
many rumifications involved in the fssue we wonld like
ur, orportunity of discussing the mattor with the Presilant
rrior te the cpening of the 78th Conpress. Will you be
zood anough to 1st us Ynow if this would be possible.

Corgficlly,

Sooratary.

Lrg. LZlesancr noosevelt
The Vhite Louso
Washington, D. C.

Wom iNp



Pecenber 31, 1342

Dear Mr, Thite:

Ure, Roosevelt osks me to tall
You toat she received tho mageeines whiah
you sent with your letter of Iscezber 4,
She wishes me to thank youfer seanding them
and for calling her attenticn to the speoial
articles,

Very sineerely yours -

Secretary to
Hrs, Reoosevalt

EI'; Faltar whi“
National Asmsociation for the
pe T Advancement of Colored Paople
89 Fifth Avenus
New Tork, New York
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Hak i | CHARLOTTE B. CRump
'=- o .. FUBLICITY AWD :ll-l:mun
Aiv. A, CLATTON LL : - amsow 5. Jowes. du.
WAt SN Wi L / Fuank D. Rerves
* THEASURER \ ADMINIBTRATIVE ABBINTANT,
MaRY WHITE OVINGTON \1 _{ WARHINGTON BUREAL
BOALD OF DIRECTORS ’ oo
Aflanba E . ﬁh_w /_:) y
Balliimors Carl Murphy : s
Birmingham, Ala.  Dr. E. W, Taggart (4PN
Baston Dr. Joha B, Haoll w
Chotlason, W, Ya. T, 5. Hutier Iy
. Boihas W Wl .
b fiom. Houry e Dear Yrs, Roosevelt:
Gas Moines, la. 5. Jos Brown
e i i et  Under separate cover I am sending you copy of
ithace, M, ¥. Minlor Robar B Treman The Lation of Decembar 6, containing an article "Jim
N 1. m"’.‘m Grow Goes abroad” by Joseph Julian of the Columbia
- Huw York Lilign A Broadeasting System, who has just returned fron Znrland,
%‘" which will intersst you in the light of your recent «£rip
I3 and our conversation of last Tuesday.
m"‘f&w-r
m.hﬁnl :*"a‘“ﬂﬁ‘:':" and I also send you copy of the recent issue of
'&-Tb_‘E'“E].w; ®  ppllier's magazine containing an article by Talter Davenport,
M% = "The Negro Lifts His lead", and a copy of the January
f Foille Kondg) american magazine which bus on art fele, "The Black Brain
““’~f§°" Ecosseslt  Trygt" by Willium ~. H. Birnie.
ml i
Lhos Tanay
. HHIghe Jiss Wetth 1t is encouraging that magazines like Colller's,
"-‘“.I:ru-ﬁﬁ mmmm americun, Fortuns, Forbes und others which had not
:M,';u; Y sodets Mariin hitherto published articles or storles mbout the legro
Pitlsbrah, Fa. .:.;""".L‘{f,‘h” aure now recognizing the importance of the race cuest ion.
,,M‘m""" m:,,,"m_::‘ I want to utter a word of caution, however, 1n reading
Topsks, Kans. Mo, Aribur Copper Lr. Birnis's article - he is much toc flattering in his
War— ;’:'." 'rh:m somglnts ubout myself. So, please dlscount thot part

of the artiela.

A T, Waoldaa

Berkaley, Calih,  Waller A Gordon

irwla T, Dsch
Charladdon, W. Yo, T. G, Mutier ey
e ood Eiord 1. Mditis
Clevalond Imh-': h:'u:.upn =
Erln, Po. Willlkam F. 1ilig Secretary.
Jacksoevilla S, O, McGill
w [homas L. Griflim, Jr,

m W, Andarson

g Tara, ?x::‘\-E::hq
Marrs L . ¥rs. Eleanor Koosavelt
3 The White House

% Washington, D. C.




January 4, 1943

| e
Dear Mr, White:

I was very much etruck by an article
by Mr. Brown which I saw 4n the Negro prees.

I heve eeen a very conelderable
nusber of Negro papers recently and I feel
that a ocertain number of them are not
very respconslble, For that reason I
was glad to eee that & colored man had
the maturlity to criticize in as temperate
a way a8 Mr. Brown has in pointing out
the faulte of the preas.

I hope that you will read the
article end that you will tell some of
' the Negro editore that they would do a
much greater mervice if they made thelir
papere really responsible and that before
they made any real attack, to make sure
to ascertaln facte. I think it is right
to bring out everything which le really
vrong but I think in this particular situa-
tion as of today, it ie neceagary to be
sbeulutely sure of one's ground and not
try to influence in gny way.

Very sincerely yours,

/!
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January 7, 1943

My dear Mra. Roosevelt:

Thank you for {uur letter of January 4 whioh
¢ me here.

In my opinion, it is most unfortunate that
Werren Brown's artiole will be used, ms it is
already being used, to olaim that the grievances
of Negroea are illusory. I fear that its appear-
anoe in = magazine with ithe enormous airoculation
of the Reader's Dgﬁuat, whioch Alexander licolloott
told me last saturday is now in exceas of
7,000,000, will do a good deal of harm.

Yesterday, for example, I received copy of
g Dallas newgpaver whioh reprinted the artiole
in full, along with an advertisement of the Iu
Klux Klan.

In saying the above, I do not for a moment
assert that the Negro press is without fault. The
NAACP, for example, has oconstantly emphasized the
absolute nenassity of ocheoking fmots with metiou-
lous oare and underpldying, rather than overplaying,
the stories even when the faots have been ohaoked.

But as you already lknow, better than almost
any other person in the United States, there ias =&
tragio number of oases for legltimate grievanoe.
Artioles™1like those written by Mr. Brown and
Virginius Debney and John Temple Graves play right
into the hands of those who are determined to
maintain the statius guo no matter what the oost to
the war effort, the HNegro, and the country as a
whols.

I am wreiting my New York offioce asking them
to gend you a oopy of a letter I have written to



Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt -2- January 7, 1943

Zrnest Angell, president of the Couneil for Demooras

{ of whosae
Boaerd I am a member, whieh will give you a more detalled
epinion of Mr. Brown's artiole.

Ever ainEurgly. E'

Direator

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
Apartment 15-A

29 Washington Square West
New York, New York



Jamary 11, 1943

Dear Mr. White:

I am surprised at your resction
to Dr. Brown's article. It seemed to me
temperate and feir and meture, Mo one
is entirely right, I supposs, snd we are
all of us prons to lay emphasis on what
soams moat lmportent to ua,

Very siocerely yours,

. : MCT/cen

Mr. Welter White

Nationsl Associstion for the
Advancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenue

Hew York, New York

= —— ——— = T T
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Herea 18 copy of my letter to
the Council for Democracy about Mr. Werren
Erown's article which gives my measured
opinion of the article,

Ever ncefely,
Secretary

The White Housa

Mra, Elesanor Roosmevelt (e
Washington, D. C. j JFI
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December 29, 1342

Dear Mpr.Angell:

If the positlon of the Couneil fo
by the article by Dr. Warran Erown in the
Literature of December 19, and the January
It will be imposeihle for me to continue
of the EBEcard of the Councll. Fefo
however, I want teo place frankly before ycu
point of vliew.

Democracy ie lndicated
aturday Review of
eadara' Digest,

EArve A8 & dember

my resignation,
the Councll my -

- —

In my opinion Dr. BrouF®
is tmmature and cne-sided tg/éuch
in a magezine with the eno
Digaet, 1t can do tremendg
assertion that some of the
facte carefully encugh prio & publication, I sgree in a
large measure with his oritliclum of over-emphasie on erime in
the Negro press, I might even @8sfurther than he in eriticleing
certain other charscteristice and acte of ecme of the Negro
papers,

discuseion of the Negro press
in extent that, appearing
culaticn of the Readers!

(s herp I do not quarrel” vith his

*ngrnuwapnpura do not check their

But Cr.
the Negro and o

right into the hends of enemias of

vy completely lgnoring the fact that
the Negro press A ecks and publiehes facte about mle-
treatment of Heg *&_HHE}' otherwise would never see the light
of day. He ignored epsone why Negroee justifiably lock
with suspleicon on newe stories appearing in the white prees
groes, There ie a long and tragic hietory respon-
thie attitude, Though there hae been some improvement
in the/treatmenty of newe about Megroes in ths white press, there
to be done, And much of that improvement has
fforts of Negro newspapers in getting the factes.

do I diesgree heartlily with Dr. Erown's assertion
that the Negro press does not feature decent attitudes on the
part of white people. Over a long reriod of mcquaintanceship
with the Negro prees I have found en almost pathetic eagerness
on the part of many of the Negro newepapere to publlclize worde
or acte by white people which indicate a decent attitude on
race, Bometimes thie tendency leade to an almost unoritical
acceptance of seome white people who later are found to he



aotivated by eelfish motives.

Dr., BErown'e sweeping statement that when the Negro presee publisheeé "news
of the white community, it is generally an account of the whlte man at hie
woret" could be very earily reafuted. For example by anuntin% both the
number of stories and the lineage of those etorles within the last few monthe
regarding speeches, articles and booke by such white Americans as FPeerl Buck,
Wendell Willkie, Elesnor Roocsevelt, Sumner Wellee, the Presldent, Benator
Wagner, Claire Luce, as well as the Fair Employment Fractice Committee and
the CIO, and agencles like tke Council for Democracy, the ¥WCh, Freedon
House, the Council Againet Intclerance, and others whiech have taken & Atand
on the natlonal and global problems affecting colorgd pecple.

ion of the merits or
out that, as presented
&ndum on Survey of
. Brown, his lmmaturity

But I do not want to go into a langthy dlscue
demerits of the Negro press. Instead I want to poln
in these articlee and in certain phases of the "Hem
Negro-White Attitudes" prepared for the Counelil b
and timoroueness of attitude is such that I rd to remain on the
Eoard of the Council if the Councll's sttitude and act on race is to
be baeed on Dr. Frown's Jjudgment, The reference in the "Hemorendum on Survey
of Negro-White Attitondes®, to which I refer is that in which he statee: "The
Negro, however does not demand the rigu"ﬁtutuy at the same hotels, to eat
in the same restaurante as the whlta=*fHa i¢ not intereeted in scclal inter-
couree, He only wante the very thing thnuftﬁipwhitea ere most willing to
gee hiz get - the rights to decent /fobe apf a decent way of living." Thie
is the attitude which Negroes lablegse "Ufols Tom", It reveals a shallowness
of thinking which 18 inexplicable in™& ¢in who has had the educational
sdvantages of Dr. Brown. Those who havﬁkkirhud to keep the Negro in a
position of inferior etatus have used the~hpgbear of "soclal eguality" as
the chief Hed Herring to prevent intelligent and sane thinking by silther
whites or Negroesa on the r?;f'fﬁ-\lon. Dr., Brown may not object to belng
barred from a place of pu(’ [, acoaugodatlon beceuse he is a Negro., Fut no
galf-regpecting Negro, Scith or Neorth, would willingly submit to being
barred from eating a mnal‘in peace g attending a concert or staying at a
hotel because he is a Neghp. And as//for soclal intercourse, who ghould have
the right to determine whetlier two/individusle should know and respect each
othar ges friends except the two—ifidividuale concerned?

I don't wva make this lstter toc long but there are some of
Dr. BErown'e ata nta which are 8o untrue that they come dancerously close
to eriminal 1iW¥eél. Cne of\ theee ie hie sweeping stetement regarding the
three Negro esoffdiers now der eentence of death for alleged rape upon a
vhite woman at\Wlexandrig) La. I know how falee his generallzetions are
because the N ling this omse. At least two of the three soldisrs
end poesibly all ight have the besie for legal action against
Dr. Brown and perhape agalnet the Council for Demcoracy elnce hie article
ie published under the auepices of the Council. That will be determined
by the appesl which the NAACP has flled on behalf of these three scl-
diera,

I do not know what the scurnes are of Dr. Brown's aseumption that the
Negro press has in any way exaggerated the facte regarding the efforte of
certair Americsnsa tec oarry Jim Crow tc England and to other countrica. Therms
is not the slightest questilon that this has been done not only by individual
goldiers moet of them from the Bouth, but there 18 nc doubt that tha lssuse
has been disoussed in Parliament and that it 1s etill one of the gravset

gituatione to be found in thoee parte of the world to which gnnrinan troops
have been sent. The NAACP has ample evidence establlishing theee facts.

Finelly the most viclious and untrue statement and impression made is Dr.
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Erown'e major contention that Negro newepapere, organitatione and leaders ars
creating raclisl tenslon. This is precisely the line belng followed by scared
southern liberals like John Temple Gravee of the Birmingham Age-Herald and
which 1s unworthy of an organization llke the Council for Democraocy. Let me
state thie in e simple anelogy. A man has been beating his wife regularly for
years, Eventually she musters up ccurage encugh to protest ageinst being
mistreated., The bystander thereupcn charges her with being the causs of

the trouble, Perhape this 1is over-simplified, but I believe you will get

the volnt. Dr, Brown is so completely ignorant of the trend of thinking
amcng Negroes thet such a charge made by him under the aeuplcee of en
organitation like the Council for Democracy assumesia notential danger of
manacing proportions.

To permit me to determine what action I shall
you a8 presldent of the Council for Democracy, a re
question as to who L8 going to determine the
on reace,

ae I request from
¥ to the above
attitude and policy

Ever eincerely,

ed) WALTFR WHITE
Secretary

F.8. = Just after dictatilg the abgfe a young Negro soldier home on furlough
told me of the coldihlpoded kllling by military police of five Negro
goldlers in a Texas camp within g perlod of the lact three wesks,
Cenacrship
or known
"Exaggepdted”,

kept the newe of any of thees from being published
t Dr, Prown dismieses complaints of Negroee as being

Mr. Ernest Angell, President

Counell for Democracy

11 weet U2nd Btrest »
New York City

¥W:np
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Leslin §. Pasry Japuiary 14 " 1943

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you for your understanding letter of
Jamuary 11. After all these years We have at last
found something on whioh we are not in comnlete
agreement. Kay I supplement wnat I said about
Ir. Brown's article with the enolosed copy of a
solumn I wrote for the Chicago Defender?

Ag an example of the enormous odds which the
llegro has to fight right here in the national
papital, I send Yyou mlgo memoranda which have
passed between .. John Iogan, Lireotor of the
Complisnoe Livision of the liar Froduotion Roard and
¥Mr. 0. Wilson Tuoom, Ardminigtrative Assistant
of the ssme division, who is sbout to be fired
because he tried to live up to the Tresident's
Executive Order regarding employment of qualified

Negroes.

Here is a fine young white man who desires
to do the right thing even at the oost of his Jjob.
I learned from him and from many others that the
attitude of Mr. Logan 18 prevalent among & good
many of those who are pharged with the regponsibil-

ity of hiring gnd firing.

This kind of episode along with the bigger
and more traglic ones guoh as Mr. Melutt's gudden
oalling off of the Tair Employment Fraotiae Committee
hearingsa on digorimination by railroads and railway
unions cause many of us almost to despalr. It is &
nard job to keep one's ochin up at times.

It is because of what we run into every day
of the week and almost every hour of the day that
pauses us to feel as We do pbout an article which
gives the impression that glmost all of the
Hegro's grievances are imaginary ones.



Mrg. Eleanor Roosevelt -2= January 14, 19543

Inoidentally, 418 you know that Brown was seoretary of the
Maroh on Washington Movement end that he made strenuous efforts
to get & Job with the Falr Employment Praotice Committee--both
of which are now under fire as "etirring up trouble"¢ Friends
of Dr. Brown tried to get me to help him get a jJob with FEPC,
but I deolined to do so beoause 1t is sgeinst the NAACP's
rolioy to esk for Jjobs for individumls. 'This is the same man
who leter got a job with the Counoil for Demooracy where it
gseems his attitudes towards "agitation” have changed.

Ever Bingar?.lz,r. o\
sall s edtota
Lireotor

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW p
enals-5



wAR TRODUCTION BOARD
washington, T. C.
Tegember 7, 1942

VEMORANTUL
TC: A1l Regional Compliamnce Chiofs
TROM: H. J. Dowd, Chief

Enfuraament Branoh.

SUBJECT: Changes in Compliance I'ivision persocnnel

Cn November 12, 1942, an organization ohart
of the Compliance Division was transmitted to you,
together with an explanation of the funotions of the
various branohes, sections and units thereof. Since
that time, there have been ocertain shanges in nersonnel
of whioh eaoh of you should be aware.

¥r. A. 2. Davis has replaced Mr. Aichard
Thompson as Deputy Chief, Enforoement Eranah.

¥r. II. H. HKenérich has been aprointed Chief
of the Heview Seation.

tr. 0. Wilson Tuoom has taken over the duties
of Administrative Offiocer in the Offise of the Txeoutive

Assistant.

XK



January 8, 1943

Complianoce Division
Temporary "E" Building

MEMORANDUM

TO: W. JOHN LOGAN
DIRECTOR, COMPLIANCE DIVISION

FROM: . WILSONW IUCOM (SIGKED)
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

The purpose of this memorandum is to olerify my status in the
position of Administrative Assistant, the actual duties of whiaeh
I am now performing for the Compliahce Division. .

[ | {

On Janmuary 5, 1943 you aalladl inte your 'gffice and sald that
Mr. Richard T. Shields would be in eharge of a ngw reorganization
of the Compliance Division and that sinoe he was nol familiar with
the teohnlcal aspeots of pdministration end eorganizastion and that
I was an expert, you were ordering me to handle all the technioaml
details. I requested that (sinoce your recognized me as an expert)
I be allowed to express my opinion as to the soundness and the
Justifioation of the comtemplsated regrganization and you oonourred.
You further stated that after the contemplated reorganization is
aompleted that you oould Aot be "sure" whether or not I would stay
in my position in sharge of administration for the Division, and
the=t you might "find" gome ether plaoce for me in the Tivision--
rrobably in another ssotion.

I spoke to Mr, Shields and said that I would cooperate in
avery way possible, I also  told him that in view of your state-
ments about the ﬁnpertainty of eontinuing to perform the sotumsl
duties for which 'T' am now responsible, it would seem to me an
explenation ss to what you acotuslly meant should be given me. Xr.
Jhields said that it was only fair that this be done. I repeated
that I would ocontinue to perform my present sotual duties and to
also give him eny and all assistanoe that he needed, regardless of
the faot th a olarification of my status seems neoessary. Mr.
Shields ruqt gted a budget figure from me which I gave him and he
then raquaat' other material which I said would reguire a day or
more to assemple. I have in every way cooperated with ¥Mr. Shields

and intend to continue doing so.

Mr. Logan, since you entered on duty December 17th, my only
offieial contact with y.u was a single ococasion when you called me
into your office and essked if I had requested negro olerks ior work
in the Control Unit. I told you thet I had requested olerks for
the Control, as the work was falling behind, and since being told
negro olerks were the only avalilsble perscnnel at that grade and



Memorandum to: W. J. Logan . Jamuary 8, 1943

galary, I had requested two negro slerks. You then said, "I don't |
pare if Franklin D. Roocsevelt said to love them, I do not want them
in this Division, Cancel the order." (Whioh I did, through official
ohannels.) You have never disoussed my work with me, and have naver
disoussed my ability with my supervisor, Mr. William F. Wolf, who

18 the -only person qualifiec to muke a statement oonoerning my work.
Therefore, 1t would seem to me that you evasluated my performence on
the one contaet that I heve hed with you.

It eertainly does not build up a person's morale to heve at
lemst three or four people stop and ask & perscn, "3ay, when are
you lesving? Too bad, you oertainly did a good jeb in the short
time you were here." This is exaotly what happened to me.

Sinoe T am a Civil Service employee, I hereby formally regquest
s written reply, for offiscial record, to the following queations:

1. Do you intend to have me eontinue in your employ?

2. Do you intend to have ma(ﬁuntinue performing the maotual
duties of Administrative Agsistant which I am presently
performing?

3. Do you intend to transfer me” If so, where, and for whet
reason? ‘ /

4. Did you evaluste my performance on our one ocontact (When
you stated your policy of not employing negroes in the
Compliance Divigion.)?

CWL/apo :
s s I 'Jl J-!'n-q. . '-_
W . F- 911 \ I:
Hicherf|Shields ||
Civil 3Jervioe Eamn%hpinn {For official file)
e = 4 al MART® L. SIEBOLD 1/8/4%
e 7 Totary Public D. C.
Ly Commission Expires Jan 19,
1947.



January 9, 1940

MTHOR ANDUM
TO: Mr. C. Wilscon Lﬁuam
PROM: W. John Logan, Director {Signadl

Complianae Division
SUBJECT: Suspension from Duty

You are hereby informed that you are
guspended from duty as of the olose of business to-
day, January 9, 1943. |

The Director of Persaonnel for the War
Production Board will pregsent you with the sharges
upon which I base my raq&;st that you be terminated
with prejudice. Therefore, you ere instruoted not
to report for duty in this division on any subse-
quent work days and to turn your badge and other
governmental property in to the writer immediately.



Jamuary 12, 1943

Compliance Division
Temporary "E" Building

¥Mr. C. w1lann'1uuum
619 2lst Street, M.W.
washingten, D. C.

TDear Sir:

In my memorandum to you of Jamuary 9, I'atated th
Direoctor of Personnel would present you with the ohargaitu;gg
whioh I bese my request that you pe removed for| the goodof the
gervice. The Direotor of Tersonnel has aavianﬁﬂme to present
you with a written statement of the oharges preferrea against
you, which are a8 follows: ‘

You state in the fourth paragraph of your memorandum to

me of Jamary 8 that I said, "] don't care if Franklin D. ~
Roosevelt said to love them, I do not want them in this Division.
Canoel the prder.”

Item i#4, in the last paragraph ol your letter, states
the following: "Did you evaluate my performance on gur one
aontasot (When you gtated yeur polioy of not employing negroes in
the Complianos Divisiop.]?" >

mhese two referehces are a misstatement of faol with
regpest 10 race disorimination. Hﬂ guch statements were made by
me. 1 |
L A .ll.'

Tursusnt to paragraph .03 of Seotion 81 of Genersl
kﬁministrativa'1ngtruutian of the Wwar procuction Zoard governing
Resignations, ITnvoluntary Separaticns, and Suspensions of
EBmployees,’ you are given ten days from the date of reneipt of

this notige in which % \ angwer the charges end snhow pause Why you
ghould no (fa removed om the serviae.
\
\ }_,r Yours very truly,
- SIGUED Y. JOHK LOGAN

.. John Iogan
W JLogan: rmm Tireotor, Compliana® Division
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“THE- CHICACO - DEFENDER

PEOPLE AND PLACES

Warren lmwn: C'h.-r: A

HERE I8 just enough truth in some of the charges
: made against.the Negro press by, errm Brown..
- In,the, Review- of Literature”; and the o

“Readers’ Digest™"to maks" his articles ‘dangerous lnﬂ&""“t\’“ the

the paint of being-menacing: Because no.good service
to the: Negro's cause. can be rmﬂ.m-:l by ;m;ﬂm
to mateh |mu1hunan.-.. Ly T o el
against . generalization - or
extreme -against extreme,
it i3 to-be hoped  that
Brown's assertions will be
treated by the Negro press
and by MNegroes them-
selves with cold - -uhri.h
rather than heat, :

Before taking up his.
charges, let's see what
makes the charges against
the Negro press by a hith..
erto unknown MNegro- in-
, Finitely more importanc

than they would be f mades
by any other one of the thirteen million Negroes in
the United States. There ia first, of course, the fact
that- his articles - were published in the “Saturday
Review of Literature,” one of the most respected
literary journals, “Readers’ Digest,” which published
n- condensation. of the .lrt,I::I- bas the largest cir-
culation of any magazine the United States, res
puted to be in exceas of eight million, Had Warren
Erown submitted~his -article as an individoal it is
probable that both magazines would bave rejected
it. Instead it was published becausa it was vouched
for by the Council for Democracy..

‘What is the Council- for Democracy? It s an
organiration of distinguished, sincers and honest
individuals formed in 1540 to combat “the forces of
hate, at home and from abroad.” It has been par- -
ticularly concerned aince ita inception with discrimi-
nation against the MNegro, The third of its series al
pamphlets, “Democracy In Acton,” was devoted to
the Megro and defense by Harbert ], Seligman. Its
hanorary chairman is the famous Raymond Gram
Swing. probably the most widely-listened-to radio
cammentator In the world fodayl Proven friends of
the MNegro like Ernest Angell, its president; Evans
Clark, its secretary; Lyman Bryson, chairman of the
executive commirtes, and a board made up of some
al the most distinguished citizens of America, at-
teat o its winceriry.

Some Truth In Indictment

BUT IT WOULD appear that like many well
meaning white people they employed Brown and ac-
cepted hiz judgment on HBrown's awn svaluation.
The rewult is that, backed by so distinguished a
group, Brown's apecious and sophomaric dicta about
the Negro press and Megroes generally wera ac-

h

Walter White

a, WALTER WHITE

“gecasionally -without” checking- the. facts :lrtiull;y

s¢umpartance of the episcdes even if !h-y-_wlu (-1
L5 mitted by persons of national reputation, '

_.{‘tn answer the charges of men like Brown, both
. white and colored, if of thelr own volition they ab-

_ gro masses from “sensation mongering Megro lead-

- mands of Negro newspapers, arganizations, church

:wtld as authoritative, rT‘hu- what he says will’ b
read and probably accepted by milllons of white
.ﬂ.mﬂ'll:lnl wlio never see a Negro newspaper,

Let's look at some of the itema in Brown's Indict-
Negiae press for which “there. s, some
praof. Some of the Megro papers 'do print stories’

ecough. befores printing them.. . ;% . v

especially sex crimes, all ocut of proportion to the

e+ it fint

There are ather questionable  practices hy T
of the papers such as the-publishing of advertises
ments of dream books, love potions and numbers
which one wishes they would cease publishing. The
! Negro press would be in & much stronger position

stained [rom such questionable practices.
On The Other Side

Now let's lock at some of Brown's other accusa-
tions. He wraps the mantle of seer and prophet
about hia shoulders and arbitrarily divides the MNe-

ers,” newspapkrs and organizations. According to
Browd, the mam of Negroes do not join in the de.

leaders and labor leaders that the beating of Negra
soldiers, denial of jobas in war industries, lynching,
disfranchisement and second-class citizenship status
be ended. I[ he believes this, he ia either ignorant
or a faol.

He claims that Negra papers carry only- dis-

paraging news about white people. My criticism of |

the Negro preas is just the opposite—that toa much
space is given uncritically to white people who later
turm out to be phoney of who have some sart of
political or other ax to grind, ‘particularly around

* election time. But even after all this iz taken into |

secount T know that a very remarkable record would
be revealed if an honest and careful count were
made of the number ol stories and the number of
lines of space deveted during the last six moenths.
for example, to apeeches, boacks and acts by dis-
tinguished white Americans like the President, Mru.
Foosevelt, Pearl Buck, Wendell Willkie, Sumner
Welles, Paul McNutt, Claice Boothe Luce, Philip
Murray and many others, as well as of organizatons
like the Council for Democracy.

Finally, Brown joins hands with all of the
Southern liberals like John Temple Graves and wirth
the Bilbos and Connallys when he tries to blamas all
racial tension on Megroes. This is like a care of a
man beating his wife uvamercilully until eventually
she musters courage enough to proteat and then is
accused by a bystander of hefsell being the cause
of the trouble.

4

i§
UFar tos many of the Megro.press I'ut'url u'lmu.l

|
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January 26, 1943.

My dear lUr. thite:

Urs. Roosevelt has your letter

¥

of January 20th and asks oe to tell you
she will be glad to see you cbout the pluns
you are worklng on in uamctirm. with tha
Hegro preass

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Urs. Roosevelt.

Ur. “olter hhite

Notional Asscciztlon for the
Advancesent of Colored People
100 Massachusetts hvenue, Hs s
washington, U. Cs
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: ~

You may already have seen it but, fearing it
may have escaped your attention, I am sénding you
the third of a series of artioles by Thomas Sanoton
on the situation in the Jouth whioh is muoch sounder,
in my opinion, that articles like Brown's or
Virginiuve Dabney's.

Sanoton is himself a Southerner who has taken
the trouble to go into the areas, urban and rural,
to find out the faects. You will be interested
also in T. R. B.'s "Washington Notes" on Tage B4.

The most tragio aspect of this situaticon is
that no strong voioe has been raised in the South
to point out how selfish and sinister foroes are
uging rece prejudice to fan flames for selfish
reasons. I hope shortly to talk with Dr. Frank
Graham and Justice Black to disouss the possibility
of deocent Southerners becoming artioulate.

I am also working on ocertein other plans in
oonnection with the INegro press asbout whioch I would
like tc talk with you at some time convenient for

¥ou.
Ever B[nneruly, E
Dirsotor
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt . i

The White House
Washington, D. O.

WWop
enol-1
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Race Fear Sweepé the South

Third in the Series, “Trouble in Dixie”

ACE RELATIONS betpeen the whites and the
Megroes in . are our most fertile soil
[nrﬁnlyrnpﬂgmdl,md:tunhmu:huth:

Germans and the Japanese have not overlooked this
Feld, But it seema to me far from cersain that fith-
columnists had aaything to da with the dangerous

,I:l race-riot rumors which swept through Memphis on

Oxtober 6—or whether the hand of the Axis can be

.I'.'.._._ ‘detected uemistakably in any of the other sensational
3 -_' incidents or in the talk of impending race trouble which
" . teday dominates the imaginations of Southern white

people. This talk of knives and arsenals and blackout
« massscres is the talk of fever dreams. An old malase
+of race fear settles sometimes upon the Southern spirit.
‘For long decades it lies dormant, like malaria, to
return with violence in the waks of wars and great

The reasan this happeas in the South b nat mysteri-
Tous. For it is here that the great mames of Negroes
lwtad:hypd:wuhwhuu.Mmhnduﬂﬂlmwdbf
T4l the Fears and suspicions of the tribe instinct—and
“no two skins are farther apart in color than the white
‘man's and the Megro's, The whele culture of the
South has been built upon thess conditions. And a war
idoes weird things to such 2 culture. It seems to me
4trn.lr'cwnu things are true: first, the fantastic rumors of
“race trouble can, and have in the past, sprout spon-
unem‘lrmmhntﬂhgmmd second, that the Auxis
‘agent in this country, whatever their number, would
*certainly have tried to invade this Geld, Whatever its

It

: Wudmurmmmnfmﬁlhmt

" race teraion in the South iy a growing threat. Itisa
military threat. It is, furthermore, & condition drifting
out of contral. It is time for the proper government
“services to acknowledge the situation and initiste a
broad and npm:lfmmulhy it. The government
should begin now a campaign to puncture these dan-
gesous rumors, expase their sgurces and lead che whole
field of race relations cut of the swamps of namelen
fear back onto solid ground,

Efforts toward these ends are now being made by
individual editors, writers and organizations, white and
black, and these groups are locked in a hopeless tangle
of conflicting views. Writings on this subject, including
this series, have passed from the remedial stage into
the bitterly controversial. The unpublicized efforts
which government agenciea have made thus far to
approach this problem through Southern white and
Negro leaders have been far from sufident. 5o far as

1 could see on a recent trip through the South, th

eforts got lost somewhere along the line. They ha

|
/

!

not yet reached the rumor-mengering man in the strest
or the housewife sitting around the afternoon sewing
table, A vastly greater effort s needed. Here in this
racial censicn exints the theeat of a domestic Pearl Har-
bor that many see coming. Doubtless it will not arrive
until the white and Negro soldiers come back from the
war, But the way to prevent it is to prevent it, not
tenaporize until the howr has strock, and express thanks-
giving on the firse anniversary thae it wasa't worse.

The raceriot threat ar Memphis which was dis-

cussed in the January 4 issus of The New Republic,
was a result of which any Axis ageat might have felt
proud, I believe that it could have develeped spoata-
necus# in the excited imaginations of the white pecpls
of Memphis, This at least is the public artitads ex-
pressed by the Memphis polics commissioner, and
implied in a statement of the local FBL I have been
told some wild and dangerous lies abous Negroes by
white friends in the South who, on any other subject,
are responsible and upright people. In Mimisippd 1
was told that che Negroes had bought up the high-
pawered ammunition in all the sports stores and thae
“every nigger in town has bought a good gun' In
Louisizna an old friead said that all the high-powered
ammunition had been bought up by white men. Thess
statemnents should not be taken too literally, Thereisa
carious air of half-belief and half tallealle with which
Southern white peaple repeat stories about race trouble,
But now a combination of clroumstances—the excite-
ment of war, the Negro’s new economic independence
and the scheming of politicani—have worked together
to excite this element in the Southern character. In
Memphis, on the cccsion of the race-riot rumars in
Auvgust and October; this emotional pitch reached the
point of hymesia,
«. "These ramars have come to our attention,” said the
Memphis FBI agent, Percy Wyly, “and we have
checked them, with the thought that they have been
inspired by foreign agitators, but to date there has been
na indication of any fareign agitation among Negroesin
this area.™ (No mention of the powibility of Ao scars
propaganda among the whites,)

That was the agent's official statement to the prem
and, in the manner of the FBI, he would not go into
detail. But the agency has been investigating the cusa
of disturbed race relations throughout the Scuth, and
1 believe it would disarm some of the dangerous rumor
mongers in the South if the Office of er]nhrmmn
would prepare sdequate public announcement an

= wing specific incidents in the FBI fles.
’i has recards of Axia agitation
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amang Negroes, and hnhawghubommuinﬂu-
lem, Chicago and other places. But in the South, where
some three-fourths of America's 13,000,000 Megroes
live, it s extremely doubtful whether FBI records
would reveal any instances at all of pra-Axis platting.
1 believe it can and should be shown that white bigots
and rumor-mongers and brutal demagogues are doing
the Sauth—the South which they possess and athers
love—the tragic disssrvice they have always done it

1 believe, howeves, it is alsa true that many Ne-
groes, Morth and Sauth, hlinded by bisterness, have a
" confused fesling that the Japanese are at war with the
cwhita people. This is the Japanese propaganda line;
L But even this atitude could have developed smong

* " many Negroes y. Mlost of those who fes!
this are not willful traitors: only completely disil-
luiumd.q'lﬁﬂl.hu?dﬂﬂqgmﬂ- It is not that they
mm&dwumhwﬂhthmvimm
thut that & cald Bitterness has taken up its abade within
them, and chokes their hearts, and their hearts no
langer can respond when the white man speaks of fight-
ing a war across the world for four fresdoms and
democracy. The white man must hold himself largely
respansible for this; but the thing is nevertheless intel-
erble and it must be fought. Fighting it is a dual
responsibility. It rests partly on white leaders, who
must start right now—and no timid and h{pocl'iti&:ll
double talk about jt—to prepare the way for major
sacial refarms in the Negro's behalfy and it rests partly
an the Negro's leaders, Who have got to bring 3 burn.
ing realization to their own people that the Megro's
victory =t beme depends totally, userly, completely on
America's victory, the Nagro's vierory, in the war
against the Japamese and the Germana. There is no
room for cheap ing on these fsues—either by
William P. Witheraw of the NAM ar by any faint-
hearted or cynical Megro leader, The imues are clear.
The white man who clings to white radsm might ask
an Englishman what his arrogant whiteness got him
in Burma and Heong Kong: treachery by natives and
a Jupancse bayonet in the belly, And the Megro wha
clings to his colored racism while rebelling againat the
white man's, might invoke the spirit of same raped
and butchered yellow Chinese woman of Manking to
suke what mercy her colar won for her, and whether
the Japanese are at war with the white people.

1 want to discus in grester detail these generaliza-
1sons about both the white and Negro paychology, as
it ¢an be ohscrved in the South today, but now 1 will
continue with emphasis for the time being on the white
man's attitude.

In Memphia Joe Boyle, commissionsr of public
safety, tald me that a raceciot sare which swept
thraugh the dty in connectian with the Arst test black-
cut lae August got started ameng a group of white
pmphnutnmnhhubﬂtmwdm;nphuh
had nothing ta do bt sit around and talle” Joe Bayle,

.

THE YEW REPUBLIC

a Friendly, white-haired palifician, weat over the sitaa-
tion with me in a ramblng conversation, Occzalanally
same Megroes got out of line, he said, but the average
Megro aill knew his place, and he still knew the white
mrian was his Friend 0 long as be kept to tha place, It
wasn't only the Megroes who were stirred up, he aid,
everybedy was, He thought that Memphis nswspapen
whith had jumped him some monzhs earlier for buying
new gues and equipment must feel patished mow thas
he did so. The new material consisted of “rwenty
machine guns, forty shotguns, tear gas and ammuoni-
tion,” Ta & question he said na, it was not so much the
Hegroes he was worrying about when he baught the
equipment; it was everything. Labor aghatora. Com-
munists, Everything. The whole: world was rurned
upside down, :

Joe Boyle's boss is E. H. Crump, siery-seven, 3 wll,
friendly, whitehaired palitican. He has held Mem-
phis’ palitics in the palm of hia hand snce 1905,
although he now has no oficial position. He has voted
Megroes, whenever he needed them, for some thirty
years. (This is a politial phencmencn wnique in the
Sauth, bat nat significant.) The Negro used to vate for
whiskey and watermelon. In the last presidential elec-
tian Boss Crump found that the Memphis Negroes had
grown up, They were listening to ther own leaders,
and their lesders wanted ts go back into the Republicain
Party. Joe Boyle's police man the leaders, three of
them, out of town, One kad a restaurant, ane & drug
stare. Police stood at the entrances and searched cus-
temer for “weapans and dope.” The shops closed and
the Megroes left town, -

This has left o standing resentment among Memphin
Megroes and contributed o their maturing race aware-
niess and to their expressed desire for better treatment.
When they crowd in the back of Memphis® Jim Crow
streetcary, gaing to and from their wark for white em-
ployers, they are mare apt these days fo make same
yullen, murtered answer when jostled by a white man.
A Memphis laundry put up a huge mechanical sign of
s Negro mammy at 8 washaul, her ample rear fadng
toward the public. The Negroes didn's Like this. They
have = growing sense of dignity, and ridicule their own
Unele Tom and Aunt Dinah types—their awn phrase—
wha play up to the white man's conception of the
Negroasa clown. A praminent Negro business man did
ot remove his hat in the public waiting room af the
Urited States Employment Services. When told ta da
ta in aa insulting mannes, he turned and walked out.
He telephaned the alfice to complain, returned, stated
his case, and left again, Two white policemen arrested
him, beat him and kicked him, made him stamp on
the disputed hat, broughe him to city court, whers he
was fined $10, The Megroes dida't like this either. The
fine was later resurned, with soathing waords by 3 aty
offcial that “we have extremiss in bath mces.” The
Megroes aill didn'r like it Their Jocal paper said on,
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, fAnd upd;uhmdir, a3 hay happened throughout the
" South, incidents Like this have mads many of them

~ aa

.

o

sulles and bicter, It i reBected in their eyes and theie
fsces and their speech when they ralk to white peopls,
And many of them are quitting their menial jobs with
white employers to take better-paying jobs in deferae
industries, Many'a Negro mother with two or thres
sans in the service is drawing $50 or $75 2 month from
the government. And many of these are quitting white
housewives, wha assumed all along that their servants
wers perfectly happy in their work, at $5 o wesk.
There is ro reson for singling our Memphis cxeept
that the race restlessness there has been sharply out-
lined by a riot scare. Development lik= this are taking
place all over the South, They add up to something
mystzriows and [rightening to the majority of white
Southerners. They accept rumors of Negro rebellious.

7 nesa withaut question, and exaggerate them in the tell-

ing. It is not hard to understand how stories of
ammunition and knives, race riots and “Elsanor clubs®

! go the rounds, once they are started. But one thing
. 1 should Like to ask the FBI is, who starts them! Thia
* whole fubject should be aired in Washington, It has not

been, 1 suppose, for fear of offending Southern off-

* ‘cials and of adding to the breach which already exists

between the Southern pelitiians and the New Dal,
But the question still stands: who starts these rumans!
It is easy enough to ses how an excited white South-
erner would be eager to pass them on, Buz these stories
are definite, dynamic lies. They give placs-names, dares
and times for Megro uprisings. They have created o
R WA it s eliiar ¢ Plose il
Wha makes them up! Do they spring to being in the
minds of Mew Deal-hating Southerners, or da they
constitute a propapanda line tailor-made in Berlin for
the Southern states! In any event, their results would
be the same, And I suppose any group of people cager
to tell o lie could also Fumich the lie,

A group of Negro leaders from ten Southern states,
meeting in Atlanta on December 14, in arder ta form
2 opposition to the wild remars leat they destroy every
legirimmte effore of the Negro to press For his long-
standing goals, recommended the organization of Ne-
gro domestics into unions with recognized afilistions,
“It seems desirable to emphasize,” they said, “that this
propoml bears mo relation to the fantastic and prob-
ably Azivinspired rumors of socalled Eleanor clube®
At her press conference on Seprember 1, Mra, Rocse-
velt said that government investigation of the mythical
Elarer clubs (which in rumor she was suppesed to
have been arganizing among Negra servants to agitate
aguirst whire Southern housewives) had proved that
these crganizations existed only in the imaginations of
the ramer-mangers. Mrs. Roossvelt mid she supposed
the rumors started as s result of 5o many Negro women
ebtaining higher wages in war Factories, thus leaving
their employers without servants, It would be interess-
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ing to know, and perbiips eventually the OWT will
tell, who started the Eleanosclub stories, and where
they were started, Memphis, Jackon, New Orleans,
Birmingham, Atlanta, or Berlin. A .

HNao Negro | talked to in the South knew of the exist.
ence of an Eleanor club, A MNegro servant in New
Orleans I have known for years could mot even undes
stand what [ was talking sbous, But [ have heard from
white people a hundred of these saide and merciless
Eleanor stories on visits to the South during the pase
year and a half, Mrs. Rocsevelt is the most hated sym-
bol the middleclass white South has had since Harriet
Beecher Stowe, Hoaorable men and women, wha in
their personal lives are true to the rules of decency and
character; spread slsnderows jokes and lies sbout her

Fithirymi&.Th:um:mugh Eleanor Jg&um d

the rounds, funny jokes, expert jokes, to Bl 2 bock.
They are personal insults to Mrs. Roosevelr and her
family. Whenever Westhrook Pegler cames up with,
the specialty he fnds new friends in the South, Land.
lords talk of letters which Mrs, Roosevelt has written
to Negro tenants telling them “to pay whatever they
think the house is worth™ and Yof course Negroes are
23 gaod as white people”; bt the letters are not pro-
duced. Housewives tell one another of former Negro
yardbays who are malking fantastic mlbarics on war
joba. There are s aumber of stories that may be heard
in any sity in the South, uswlly told by some prosper-
vits housewife, and vsually alleged to have hagpered to
cne of her friends. A typical story is about the white
waman who calls 3 farmer servant to ask if she knows
where a good maid might be found, and gets an answer
like *No, T sure daesa™, I'se looking for & good maid
myselE.” Another story has it that the Eleanor clubs
have the motto “a white woman in the kitchen by
Christmas.” Another stery which has recently gained
currency deseribes mythical “Disappointment clube,”
branches of the Eleanor clubs whese members hawe
the special task of dissppointing white housewives by
rot showing up for work when they ars most needed.
In conversation among prosperous white people,
even an the steps of fashionable churches after the ser-
mon is gver, one hears a most callous and un-Christliks
kind of talk. Much of it cancerns the dificulty of find-
ing Negra maids. “We will never be able to get good
maids again until the government stops paying their
hushands thaze ridiculous salaries” The hearts of the
kindest and gentlest of Southern women seem steeled
against the Negro and anything affecting his well being.
In rars instznces nne will hear 2 sill, snall voice spesk
up like the woice of conscience, “Well [ think the Ne-
groes ought to pet mare money; they certainly dan't
have a thing in the world now.” Hut 2 chorus of resent-
snent dramens out sich 3 remark, and sameone ft baund
te add, like 2 line in 2 stage play, “¥ou must belong to

an Eleanar cluly, my dean™
TIGMAS IANCTON

1 .
s
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Pebruary 2, 1943.

Mr. Walter White
Nationul Associatlion for the
idvancement of Colored Feople
69 Fifth Avenue
New York, New York.

Mrs, Roosevelt's day in New York today
completely filled. Sorry.

Malvina ¢, Thompson

Secretary to
Ers. Hoosevelt.

VD3
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Baliimers Corl Murphy [Hl
Blrmingham, Aln,  Dr. E.'W. Toggan "
Boslon Dr. John B, Hall ‘Ll. ¢
Chartaaton, W, Ya. T. 5. Hatter é
o e e &
s g L ﬁ} liy dear Liss Thompson:
Dy Meine lo. 5. Joa Brown
Datroit Lowls C. Blownt

Fails Yillags, Conn. Dr, Willlom Allan Nailian

e A s Balvert 8. Veman Thank you very much for your letter of

Movert, M. mm:ﬁ:ﬁ' Junuary 26th. I shell be in washington next

i litkom A e mers lionday and Tuesday. I'lease let ue know at
Mariea € uy Washington bureau if either of these days

Roosevelt.

Ever sincerely,

Harthasgton, Mas, Prol. 5. Ealph Harlow
Clhky

Ohlohama Rascon Duniss
Feakakill, M. T Allred Bober Lawis
Frilodalphla Isodars Menin o
Pitiiburgh, Pa Homer 5. Brown Secretary.
Richmaond, Yo D, L. WA, Tinaley
1, Lo Sidney B Redmond
Tollodege, Alo Dr, Beall Gallagher
&:pm.m. Han, Ariber Coppar J
avhisglon | HL
e, e
ronces Harrlel Willlams

MHATIOMAL LEGAL COMMITIEE
Willlom H., Hastie, Yaikinglon, Chalrman

fadlty cat, f-m‘?‘ A Bordon
‘ rvis

Liss lelvine ¢. Yhompson,
Secretary to .urs. Roosevelt
The White House

washington, D.C.

Y
=

rin L,
Bt St v
T S

(RTERY)

will be agreeable for an appointnent with --rs.



Pebruary 11, 1%43.

Dear Mr. %hite:

dadame Chlang does not =ant
to sppear for special organizations
but for the Bed Cross or @ar Bonda.

Very aincerely yours,

Mr, Walter fdhite

fational Assoclation for

the Advancement of Colored Feople,
69 Pifth Avenua

New Tork, New York.

VD5
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P‘!l?lpdllplh Inadors Martin
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Tall . Ala. Div. Baall
SoRtb R, . Mk Kotk Cacaar Ever aijncerely, E
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. Elizobeth Yol Wabb
wd Horried Willioma
HATIOMAL LEGAL COMMITTEE Sagrﬂtaw
‘Williom H. Hostis, Washingion, Choirman
ﬂ'ﬁ'{&.cﬁm .1»-1% Mra, Eleanor Roosevelt
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February 22, 1943

Dear Hr., thite:

1 receiwed your letter of February 18,

encloaing a ocopy of your letter to Madame Chisng
Kai-shek.

T now find that Madame Chiang's decision
is to appear under the auspices of some of her
Chiness and American frienda only.

Very sincerely ycurs,

¥r, Walter fhite
69 Fifth Awvenue, NEC
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WASHINGTON lﬂll-l-w

Dear lirs. Roosevelt:

I enclose self-explanatory copy of letter
which I have written to liadane Chieng. IT & con-
ference {8 arranged, L very niuch hope that you will
be able to joln us.

And do be good enough to forward the letter
to ladane Chiang, as I do not know where to address

her.
Ever Bcheraf : i g

Secratary.

Jia doe Vo {’.mf .(uVJ:r-«rr'hmr
Ji&( L CM‘?.I" fi ﬁ‘ﬁ(uz QHA ﬁ.ﬂh!ﬁl’;f
Urs. Franklin D. Roosevelt &/ pu.. ¢ nu {afhmn

The VWhite louse
\iashington, D. C. (e .,M_J._,‘ vl /’bmﬂ.{ !

i/ {G& 0 "rarn- -ﬁffv ( I*#G
/c/

A b (§ ﬂ,{, G ¢ L
?f‘nﬁ' § Coann ,,,_““:ftf,ﬁ, fot b

i -"f-i
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April 15, 1943

Dear Mr. fhite;

I &m g0 glad to mee the article sbout
Your daughter, I heard much of her,and s1l
good, the day we were in Northampton, =~

Sincerely yours,

Mr. fialter Whita
69 Fifth Avenue, NYC
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b Tork H'mm o we hear so many unpleasant things, particularly out
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o i oo Lver sincerely,
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Richmand, Ya, Dv. 1. WL Tinalay
51 Louli Zidney B Redmond
Tallodega, Ala. Do Besll Gallagher
Topska, Kani.  Hon. Asthur Copper Secretary.
‘Washisgtan Ilam H, Hﬁuh
El.lubiﬁ

Wabb
ranced Hnrrhi Williams

~”¢“«'ﬁi?‘%§3‘“ Vv, ~§7 [od S loacd r‘-m%i'/‘:ﬁ
% Lf:u:th-n_%ggr “?”_’Wi{ ?h _( f/ .ﬂ-{'ﬂ/ itie Aede L

[ ]
 Jt.

L.Irﬂ. Franklin D. Roosevelt 24}{ (/’(‘

ey Y sl
The Wnite House s
washington, D.C. 2
Z
F""‘".x..,b'gz. .{-.f <
WW W -




ATy SARWUMLAY, AFHLL 3, 1943

F A

houette

 Sil

ks g I e
¥ o
ket
a-bigh red baahi, pases

X

wdant rsdurabip, Jusls, waaring

lege

¥ Aris doToss |

plifad by Jane White. vharis an parch vhepa of dermitory hosis.

Time' at Smith

L]

'For the First

ir

o her

Colirgr hor the cum
[ Walier W

hevausr af 1§ &

Hrwn
Hrgro pirs
krewn all

iTenmpsising

Far the firsi
Ehe In & lewier af ihe darmr @00

paw al B Chine

s Ales Bhraugh abr with greated of seue

er uf the domge group, conceived Junior Rally progrom deplching melilng peot

She v @ lead




4. -
lighe beasdy paid o banubitsl lagu
rarurricuiar ariivities ai Smith

Pay show, she pencrieed
amsl Srevdel 8 dakew popram esdilbed, W s
Ny T ng Fol

T wnaed

e
prgl bor darcing, which she sdonr, her only
pr aimleic inleie b Pencing, whick she et
pirked wp 88 Fieidston  ~Actsally, s 50 only
i Bauphed

babfy W wrising seage otk
A numisr of lhem have

rver know wiih @ veloe.” she nald, "and I Bavs
i apw Bew §I dewrlopa in my nest pear of sbedy
v

Her scadessie major ai Smith s seciclegy

“Fu wrw, P'oppa Bring & sariologiol,” she sabl
malurally | have abways Bad an imierest in the
frid ™

Ehe i much otrermed ownr e depleraids
rondtions [n Harlem and has peeealiy compleied
& tevm pajer on “Hariem, A Hreeding Croesd
Por Bocidl Maledjusimenl.”

e R M
Bika [i Paverits mode of compus edematiss

%

/!

- x o
& shilled planist, Jasle leadi girls ls seng-h o, eateib s s aEs s S0
Wurh of her Dhisking Ras been influsnied By ail,  For poriiy afd philesophy, ile'd Sl
parrnin  She pralers their julerasce, (hough Hahlil Gl as The Pruphs
saying “They have wls 1w form my gwn A wmrar by " wher wakd
¥ patterra and erieris.  They'we neves She ronboesrs 16 bsme Brallfy posrntisl e

1 shauld brilree

el down any dogma sn wih
o shosldn’i. K whes | S
bayh They never Judged e b
i, Bast wheaym Pk la ook 81
e

A phologreph of ket n promisesily
dnplajed I her  rosen mral she ke e PO

whalnry grean B s when ahe el
e ———— n Uk mirToe
Fle weaind il SR il
you.  Heon Pl b aa Jdass While s

aris Noor peew s Moo Heuse
et (eiaefully Aamrsdnl wilby chinfa sl
cuwrrs tmdapreail and dfagee

On the walls sre busy Fepraduriion of Fres
Hils' ~The Bobemisn G snd Grem Wood's
“artar Day = & mmpoiis pletaiy sede of snap

sy ol Ber bt riends 81 84 sands #n e
[——

The houst mother says That net oaly is Janke
ane of ihe mosl comsbdersis girls in ihe hause
thosghtlully shidag by all nebes Bub ihai hed
oo i6 Rabiteslly The pestess in the Sormilery

Janie bricegs 1o 18 ook of ke Monch Club
bal deploses (he fact Thal thess daya she Bever
Homever, she =l

Massatain,”
=hlibpugh there i wery linke seilon, | heer
sewer resd anyihing s thosght provehing” she

&
Movies Thralir,
wrdd gursbsrs. | agurich them,
sascriaimne, fénke has

matyy Belin and 1§ han giv
beyond ihal ol the sverage Hywa

Bhe was fuch (ken with Wendell Williie,
wive viuoed the While hise in Nes Yifk
rreeni weckersl (hat Janie was dos

W
meern in Hrw England
Hy. Tre year she w

Somehow | guiss my Lo ledps
st nung on ke wald wilh plesssre. TA& 1T
girl i colbtpe sl sy sooeni seh e Susth ol
Frasee That's sasrily where = wre "

Tws yrars aps ol bril i was gui
i wher SdRT g0 10 weTk Ho she
et jol with Bl Unemgdupssear Insur
pral Doard in Mew Verk
don't norw gite whal I ais aumi

5 lasl pear, Jusie hosbessrd
C whae lof sew she
mance o dancy ga il a8 ahe kel

“¥ou khaw, | was profoundly i o
wir Uhw way while and colored [ralemised al 1he
Camiern,” she sald parsestly. "1 jusi shews yos
I o e dene

but sdmiti ihe deses’t match Fhi



5=-1

terday to his éther
told over telephone
uld not go.

File - answer Wms sent yes
1letter — and he wai
that lrs. Recsevelt oo



HATIONAL OFFICERS

PRLSIDENT
AnTHur B SMKGARN
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
DA, Louis T. WRIGHT
ACTIMG CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
How, Cramies E ToMEY
WICE- FRIBIGEMTS
MWaARY MCLEOD BETHUNE
HanMiE H. BuRROUGHE
GooFREY LoweLi CamoT
How, ARTHUR CAFPIR
Dn, WaLTER GRAY CEUMP
Biawor Josn A GREGG
Ary. JoWs Haywes HOLMLE
Hom. Ina W. JATNE
Row. A. CLaTTON POWELL
GEW, TwroooRE ROOSIVEILT
OswALD GARRISON VILLARD
WiLLIAM ALLEN WHITE

RER
MaRT WHITE OviNATON

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Atlanie Ewgens M. Martin
Baltimars Carl Murphy
Birmiaghom, Ala,  Dr. E. W, Teagon
Bowton DOy, Jokn B, Hal!
Chadailen, W, Ya, T.)G. Mutter
s ed Bihos W, 1, Walis
N . Do
Clewaland t‘ln;m}iluf“ﬂrki." 13
Dren Malnei, la. 5. Joa Brown
Datroit Louks €. Blownl

Falls Villaga, Cona, D, Willlam Allgn Failion
Ithaca, M, ¥. Major Robert E. Tremon
Lay Angelas Thomos L Geiffiih, Jr,
Hewark, H. 1. Groce B, Fendenaa

Haw York illlan &
. Adlan é Cholmars
Mol

lon

Hoa, I'h?ﬂ . Dwlany

Craug . Falcone

F% E Gancatt i

fe Ry e

%:ﬂb e H. Ihfnun

ﬁm'." (:5".2“'5-5; oo
M%I:ﬂ H. inhluﬁ-ﬂ
St e
FA%HEDE .TTnblnl

v. Louls %.‘:'l'r-lﬂhl
Harthongban, Mais. Prol. 5. Balph Harlow

Oilohema City Koscoe Dunies
Peakskill, H. Y. Allred Bober Lewis
Philadalphio Iradors Manias
Filtiburgh, Po. Homar &, Brawn
Eichingsd, Yo. Dr., J. M. Tissley

&1 Lowls Sidnay B, Bedmond
Tallodega, Ala.  Dr. Buall Gollaghes
Topaka, Kani. Han. Artkwr Coppar
Waihlngton Willigm H.

A ia
Pa Elizabath Toles Wabb
randas Horrlet Willlams

HATIOMAL LEGAL COMMITTEE

Williom H. Hastie, Waoshingion, Chalrman

Allania A, T. Walden
Iuphm&#h Walar A Gordon

-
rvin .
hinc | T M. Lar
Clavaiond Wililom T, McKnight
im, Pa, Wlkom F. g
iile [, Me Gl
Lo len L. i, Jr.
Lowi It WY,
;W kln d Garri
Iia, Tenn - Rismander Looby
o Darald Crichion
Mhgarrls L. Errsi
Arth

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE |

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

WaLtee WiiTe BECRETARY
Roy WiLxins

ABSISTAMT SLCRITARY

EOITOR, THE CEISIS

THURGOOD WAREHALL
69 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK L" PRENTI SPEERAL. CONNSEL

Iﬁl:#a.l-‘l*t
TeLepHoNE: ALGONGUIN 4-3531 ) e o
Official Organ: The Crisis

FILLD BECEETARY

% Lom LEave in dBMEE gESvidEs]
L ABBISTANT FIELD BECHETARIES
OoETTL R
FUBLICITY AMD PROMOTION
! BaDisoM 5 JoMmEs. JR.
A TOUTH GIRECTOR
Lesuie 5 Pomay
Fuane D. REEVES Cow wasval
ADMIMISTRATIVE ASBISTARTE,
WATHINGTOM BUREAW

WASHINGTOM BUREAU
100 Mossochuralls Avenue, M. W,
Woller ‘While, Direcler
Administrative Aslidasts
Leslin 5. Perry
Frosk O, Beever [on leave)

April 29, 1943

}UIE; & /3 4

g o

My dear Mrs. Rooseveldt:

You heve been on the move so muoh these last
few ﬁaga that the enolosed letter I sent you onm
April 20 may not haeve overtaken you. I had hoped
to see you today before leaving early tomorrow
morning for Memphis. But Miss Heffron tell me that
you do not expeat to arrive until so late this
afternoon it will be doubtful if you ocould see me
today.

I am, therefore, sending you this letter with
the hope that you will be able to wire me at New
York that you will speak at Detrolt on June 6. I
have just telked with Philip Murray in Los Angeles
and he is going to speak if certaln matters whioh
he and the President are disocussing do not interfere.

Paul Robeson and Judge Hastie have ascepted.
Marian Anderson is making an effort to rearrange
ooncert engagements in Mexipo so as %o fly baok to
Detroit to sing. We are making an effort 1o have
present two or three of the outstanding Negro
heroes of the war to stimulate enthusiasm for the war
on the part of Negroes and to oall attention of
white Americe to the part the Negro is playing in
the war:

Yesterday I talked with Colonel Charles Polettl
regarding partioipation of a mixed aontingent of
gsoldiers from Fort Custer as a dramatio and visual
demonstration of demoorasy in the armed serviaes.

We have also asked the War Department to permit the

artioipation of the excellent band at Fort Custer.
Bhnrliu raised the guestion of the poseibility of
your not caring for this ginoe you dislike personal

esoorts and guards of homor. I took the liberty of

telling him that I thought under these airoumstanoes
you would approve this.

In brief, what we are hoping to achieve at
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Detroit is, first, pointing out the nd‘rm{uu that have been made and,
seoond, oalling on Amerioca to correot the situations as speedily as is
wise and posaible whioh need to be changed. |

As the time is gquite short and a great desl has to be done in
working out the details of the meeting, would you be good enough to
telegraph me at New York if you will speak. Aside from the publioity
in the newspapers, we are printing plascards and other literature and
we want also to teke up as soon as possible with the three radio ohains

the broadeasting of the meeting.
Ever nituruly. E

Director

Mra. Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White Houae
Washington, D. C.

.WW p



April 30, 15

Deor Mr. White;

I e very sorry, but I cennct go to
Detroit on June €, I have traveled so much
lately that I cannot Plan to po far awWay
that week, when I live several engagesents

here,

Sincarely yours,

lr.falter White
E9 Fifth Avenue, NYC

/U
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:“:d E::ﬁ'é 'Ji_{"ﬂT My dear Mrs. Roosevelt: nb {"u VLAet L \
g L Poort Miichall )
Dusiosk. bn. P I had hoped to see you here today but Miss
folls Villogs, Conn. Dr. Willlom Allon Neiion ~ H@Efron tells me that you will not be baok in /
URER RS Y. Moior foban b Treman  Wgshington until the end of the month. She has |\
st rog R e il graoioualy oconsented to forward this letter to you
P Yot Litan A Alexander  in the apeediest possible manner.
! Cul

Forihamplon, Mok,

mmﬁnfﬁw i
Gannath

I wanted to extend to you on behalf of the
Board of Direotors a most ocordial invitation to

gr;#r?ﬁﬂﬂ T’:-E:' gpeak in the Briggs Stadium at Detroit, whioh seats
B0ty Mawail forty thousand, on Sunday, June 6, at 3:00 p.m.

Hes, Cherles Porari This meeting will be the olimax of a three-day
H?R‘T fobinson emergenoy conference to disouss ways and means of
&pﬁgﬁsﬁ n  @chieving greater partioipation by the Negro and
B.r;..lpc“hﬁu'.lrﬁnrﬁm other minorities in the winning of the war and of

Frol. 5. Rolph Harlaw

the peaoce.

BT e
i ok To comply with the request of the Offioce of
ﬁmm'r,. :-l':':.—-s_k‘:.—::m Defense Transportation regerding meeting in war
s e time, we shall limit attendance from outside the
Taliodege, Alo. D, Buell Gallogher Detroit area. But we hope by means of the radio
s g ook o and other publieity to get over to the people of the
r. Hicheth Totes webs  gountry the benefits of the deliberations at
% rances Harriel Willloms Detroit
HATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE » -

H-I-Ium H. Hestia, Weshingips, Chairsan

AT, Wald

At this olosing session on June 6 the twenty-

oo Wva, 1 eighth Spingarn medal will be presented to Judge
Chinchnati Theodore W, Bavry Hastie. We have invited Congressman Will Rogers, Jr.,
& P, "%f‘“’“"" to make the presentation. Other partieipante who
g e F:?-mh&lm,u have been invited are Marien Anderson, Philip
Lowl v L: "'-::::" Murray and Faul Robeson.
Haw York i Janal
m'g.r“:"-:*:'m. It is imperative that we have the honor of
%*.‘ il b our presence. The oontinued inmotivity of the
lafine Mancedsohn r Employment Fractioce Committee, the determined
fiburgh = flomers B efforts to destroy or emasoulate the Farm Seocurity
foiacovs g,m*ﬁz,m Administration, the National Youth Administration,
“_*-%_; i',,. the housing program and other agenoies by the
A
Wilminglan, Dal. ﬁ%mw
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reaotionary bloo in Congress hae driven the morale of Negroes to a
dangerously low point. y

We plan at Detroit to foous attention not only on the
disabilities whioh keep the Negro from participeting to the fullest
extent in the winning of the war and the peace but also to point out
those moflest gains whioh have been made through the efforts of persons

like yourself.

I, therefore, add my very sinoere wish to that of the
Board of Direotors that you find time in your busy schedule to oome
and speak. No voice would be more heartening than yours.

As the time is short and we are eager to begin advertising
and publioity immediately, will you be good enough to telegraph me
colleat at 69 Fifth Avenus, New York, your decision.

Gurtitllﬂ, Q.

Direotor

P.S., Jane and Mrg. White were delighted by your gracious note
regarding what you heard about Jane at Northampton. At the
invitetion of the British Broadoasting Company, Jane
participated last Sunday in & broadoast on oolleges and
eduocation in war time.

Mrs. Elegnor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.

WW p
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Charlailen, W. Ya, LELNE”
. Tiha W . Walls Dear lirs. Hoosevelt:
i e AT
Out Molass,fe. 3. low Brows Thank you for even considering crowding the speech

um-'ulm,c—. D Willlam Alion Melies 171 Detrolt on June 6th into your very heavy schedule.

thece:N.Y.  Mojor Boban £ Tnmes )iy T say to you personally and confldentially that we

Las Angelas Thomas L Getmp, & hesitated a long time about inviting you first, beceuse

NewadN.J.  Goaadfesdenca  of tlie pressure of work on you end second, because the

suspices of the HARACF te pul you on the spot. fnd we

br. Alian Knioks Choimers very viclous attacks on you, particulerly in tle South,
'""éfﬁ'i—n E‘“"'" might have caused a speech by you at this time under the
@ wouldn't for anything want to do that.

Vle have amsked lir. Ickes to speak both because of
his own stand on the rece question and as & spokesman
for the governnent.

liny I also extend my thanks and congratuletlons to
you ogythat superb speech you mede at the Golden Gate
guditorium yesterdany. As I sat in the audlence and
watched you and lirs. Bethune--two great inericana--1
felt more then ever that we can obtain democracy 1f we
only follow your advice to be courageous cnoug to fight
for it.

e ————

—~—Heoretary.

kira, Franklin D. Hoosevelt
The VWhite House
Washington, D. C.

Wi DWW

EMERGEMNCY COMNFEREMCE ON THE STATUS OF THE NEGRO IM THE
WAR FOR FREEDOM—Detreolt, Michigan, June 3-8, 1943



July 8, 1943

My dear Mr. White:

Thank you very much for your letter.
I am glud Lf I have been helpful and only wi
thers were morv I could do. The attacks
upon me do not bother me in the leust.

Very sincerely yours,

¥r, Walter White
NAACP ;
&9 Fifth Ave.

New York 3, N.Y. LD
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Though not all of us may take the trouble
to say 1t to you, I want you to know that many
millions of Americans, both white and Neggro, are
grateful to you and bitterly resentful of the
vicious attacks being made upon you because you
have couragecusly taken the poaition that democracy
should be precticed as well as preached in the
United States., We know it 1s superfluous to tell
you this, but I want to say anyway - that the
measure of the character of those who attack you
is best guaged by thelir attempts to blame you for
what took place in Detrolt., That is always the
way of the coward and the poltroon. Do not let
i1t dishearten or disturb you, as I am sure 1t will
not.

Please do not take the trouble to agnawer
this,because I would not wish to add to your
already heavy burden, But I did want you to
know how I felt and how many others with whom I
have talked shared this feeling.

Ever sincerely,

Vi wlie

Secretary

Mra, Eleanor Hoosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. Ca.

WWiER
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Hoosevelt:

Your radio speech of Sunday, JAugust 15,
was a superb statenent of deuocracy at Lis

best.

Cordielly,

iirs. Bleanor Roosevelt
The White liouse
Washinkton,

D. C.

i: DM
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My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
g 4
We have noted that yolr membership-contrib-
ution for 1942 in the emount of $10,gohes not been
renewed, and it ococurred to us that perhaps we haw
been remiss in informing you of the work w.ich your
uembership has helped mmke possible,

As you cen imegine, during these war years the
prime emphasis in the work of this Association has
been upon placing tlie meximum effort behind the
fight for victory, Our special interest, of
course, has been along the lines of gecuring the
greatest participetion by American Negroes in all
pheses of the war effort co that the country might
have maximum utilization of all its manpoNer re-
sources irrespective of race, ocreed, or color,
Therefore, we have continued our campeign for citi-
zenship rfghts because we believe tae full enjoy=
ment of those rigits by the Negro minority is cam-
bletely in line with t.ue expressed war aims, We
lhave sought by every means to secure wider employ-
ment opportunitica for Negroes in war industries
and elsewhere., We heave been sctive in cambotting
tio practices and policies within the srmed forces
which have, in meny instances, not only di=coursged
and disheartened Negroos in uniform, but hsve oper-
ated to upsct the Megro eivilian population,

We wish to report that weo belicve there has
beon & definite improvement in the whole situstion
although, as mignht reasonably be expected, condi-
tlons st present sre not 1deal, and there 1= con-
tinuing need for sctivity by the MAACP. A detailed
outline of the work of 1942 was contein.d in the
annual report of tuat yoar walch wes walled you
some time ago,

We trust tist you will wish to continuc to co-
operate 1n this progrem by using the ocncloscd re-
newal blank for your membership contribution,

Ever sincercly,

Mrs. Pranklin p, fAopsevelfy - -

}i‘h:l.t; House ;

Weshington, p, ¢, J
Secretary.

Wwicl]



October 22, 1943

Tear Mr. Fhite:

¥rs. Roosevelt has received an appeal

Iroa the)National Negro Foundation, 1126 North
ania, of which

ixth Streetl,
Mr.Edgar C. Schell is founder and orgeniser.

in outline of the plan for raising
funds, which Mr, Schell has sant to Mre, Roosevelt,
is enclosed. Before making any responas to the
appeal, Mrs. Roosevelt would apprecinte your
opinion of thie erganisation and its works

Vary sincersly yours,

Seorstary to
Mra. foosevelt

fth Avenus
New York, Mew Yerk
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Many WHITE OviNSTONR ADMIMIETRATIVE ASRISTANTS,
WAEHINGTON BURLAL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS October 28, 1943

Aflanla Eugesn M. Monin
Boliimpra Corl Mysphy ¥
Birmingham, Ala,  Dr. E. W, Taggan
Baslon Dv. Joha B, Holl I
|
| »
rd

Chardaden, W. Ya. 1. G. Mattar

Chicaga Rl R s My dear lrs. Thompson:
Coserd - fi ISR
Des Malnas, g, 5. Jon Brown I have your letter making inquiry L
Datredt i Lowh €, Blownt i
Yillogs, Dir, Willlam AJl ha
oty u'.,wl Robert E. Treman about the National llepgro Foundatlion.
Kaouvllle, Tenn,  Dr Willlam l.l:-: I;ﬂ
Ll Th L. Grifith, Ar. F
i Gtk Pt T have no knowledpge reparding this
e Yotk l[;::-“g&;; ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ&m
ﬁ&%‘%‘ﬂ?’ﬁ.uw prpganization but am asklng 8 member of our
Luwi 5. G o 1
Em"bm staff to get me the facts which shall
Do i tngte. rorward to you rs soon as I have them., I
E:‘?*Elramm it = o
ot - e do not know Mr. Schell. f
i

Han, Cha T
Br iouis T, Wright Fver gincerely,
Harihompton, Mo, 5. koiph Horlow o~
Dklakoma Chy Eoicos Dunjea
Paakikill, B T, Allrad Baoker Lavwi ,.'Ir
Friladelphia liadore baitla A
Pitniburgh, Pa,  Homer 5. Brawn SEQTerary. P\
I‘-c::md.h. br. L Ht.|l:ulw 4ot
51, Lewis Sidoay R, Radmand Mra, Halvina C. Thompson
T . Ala. Cir, Bual I
e Al Secretary to Mrs. Roosevaelt /—"—

la
Wakinglan Witllom H. Hostle o The White louse

Francas Harrist Wililoms Weshington, D. C.

HATIOHNAL LEGAL COMMITIEE
Wiltiam H. Hosibe, Washington, Chalrman
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November 3, 1943 E

Dear Hr. White:

The Preeldent tells we, after re:d-
ing your letter to me, that he does not wish
to be in a position of Eppraring Lo approve
onyone's golng abroad, bec use there are
80 many people want to go and traneporta-
tion 18 so extremaly diff oult. It he
begine approwing people he would be con-
stantly in the position of pickimg out
this one or thet one, to po here or there,
and he does not want %o be in th:t poatition.

He will be glad to talk with you
sbout your trip, but he eays he oan not
tell the Wor Department thut he wighes you
to go shead of anybody else, or that he
has any intereet in your coing, bevand the
fact thot if you are golng, he is ready to
talk over with you whet You are golng to
do.

As I told you, I ghall be dalighted
to sne you and tell you anything I onn.

Very einceraly yours,

Er. Wslter White
N.R-A.C.P.

69 Fifth Avenue
Hew York, N.Y.
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I am most happy to have had your expression of
interest in my fortheoming trip to the European and

Paecific theatres of operatlon.

Here are the purposes and the proposed itiner-

ary .
PURPO

(1) To vieit ell areas as far as possible in

which American Negro troops are stati

oned or have been

stationed and to be of such service as uay be desired
in aedjusting whatever difficulties may have cccurred
between then end the American white troops or others.
I have offered to make a confidential report to the
War Departuent and, 1if he desires it, to the FPresident

based on my observationa.

(2) To render such service as may be possible
in bolstering morale of Americen liegro troops by (a)

demonstration of the Association's interest

3 : (b) oon-
its Kxecutive Secretary to the battlefronts; { :
sulting with them and with thelr commanding officers;
{e) helping in any other ways to strengthen morale.

']

articles, press releases,

3) To report on my return through meetings,
{2) end other media, subject to

les and regulations of the War and lavy depart-
;E;t:f :u relutiggs and friends of colored soldlers
and to the publlec at large on conditions es observed.

(4) To serve as war correspondent for LIFE and
TIIE megazines if the matter of
the War Departwent and LIFE is straightened out.

acereditation between
It is

in sending
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lirs, Roosavelt - loveuwber 1, 1943

proposed that I do at least three articles: one conprehensive article

on the Huropean theatre; one on the Paciflc theatre; und one on Felix
Lboue, Governor General of ¥French Equatoriel Africa who by his refusal

to follow the exawple of Petain, Darlan, and other rrench lewders in sur-
rendering to Hitler and Vichy in the fall of France in 1940 kept French
Lguatoriel Africe free of lazi domination and thus contrilLuted to & speed-
ler landing of United Netions troops in lNorth Africa.

I have slso been requested by the New York Post and other publica-
tions to write articles on my observations.

(5) To write a short but an objective, factuasl picture of the
global problem of reletions between the white and non-white peoples of
the world. It i1s my hope that in this book I may be eble tn contribute
wodestly to en understanding of the problems of lmperiaolisn,colonielism
and raece, not as isoleted phenomena but 1n relation to ecoc.ouic, polditi-
cal, and other guestions which must be solved if we ere to avoid another
WAT .

PROPOSED ITINERARY

I have discussed on seversal occasions with officials of the War
Department and with the editors of LIFZ the guestion of meking one around-
the-world trip, or of splitting up the trip into two--the first one to
the Atlentic theatre, snd the second to the Pavific theatre. IT one
trip is made, the itinerary roughly wotld be as Tollows: MNew York to
Dekar via the Azores or Brazll to Yrench Eguatorial Africa, Liberia,
“nglend and Ireland back to North Africa, to Sicily, Italy, Iraq, Iran,
Nussia, India, China, Australis and other I’mcific islands, the /jleutians,
Alagka, and thence to Continentisl United States.

If the trip is divided into two parts, the Tfirst wlll include fFrench
bquatorial Afries, Liberia, Lngland, Ireland, Horth Africa, Siecily, and
Itely and thence back to the United Stetes. The second trip will include
the Pacifie, China and India, going westward vla San Francisco or cther
wWest Uogast Clty.

I'he proposed trip has met with enthusiastic approval from ell of
the persons with whom I heve discussed it. The War Departuent lias ap-
proved the trip so lr. keCloy and General Surles have informed me. Mr.
Hoover of the Federal Buresu of Investipetion wrote me that my personnel
security epplication form was received at the Depertuent of Justlce on
the afternoon of September 24th and was epproved and retured tc the War
Department on the morning of the 25th. The Var Departuent has informed
me that epprovel by the President would greatly facllltate the speed with
which the journey could be mede. Thet is one of the reasons why I want

very much to discuss it with him.

Lver sincerely, A
Mrs., kleanor Roosevelt l\_, "
Hyde Park,

New York Secretary.



Hoveaber u.. Ilm-

Dear Mr. fhite:

I an afrald there was Bome
misunderstanding. Misa Thoapson told
your secrotary that the Fresident sug-
gested your telephoning on Thursday to
find out if it was possible for the
President to see you on Friday. Un—
fortunately, he was too busy.

I do not know when it will
be possible for the President to ses
you, but when you are more definite
as to the date of your leaving, let
me know. In the meantine, as I
before, 1'11 be glad to see yol.

Very sincerely yours,

Lr, ﬁﬂltﬂr m‘lit-ﬂ

National Ass'n for the idvancement
of Colored People

69 Fifth Avenue

New York (3), New York,

0

VDS



EXECUTIVE OFFICERS

HATIONAL OFFICERS
S BECRETARY

T NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE Wacrs Ve

ASBINT RETART

A% et ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE .~k i

LL

EPECIAL COUMBEL
"o, 0 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK, 3, N. Y. Misrom R. Kowvire
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REv. A, CLAYTONM PowELlL
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WiILLIAM ALLEM WHITE

RERERIC hl‘lllﬂi
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CoETTE HanrEm
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS November 9, 1943
Alloria Eugass M, Marin
Bolimera Corl Murphy
Birmingham, Ala,  Dr. E. W. Toogar
Boslan Dr. lohn B. Hall
e W Yo 5. Dtchoron Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:
e
avl n. - ]
. Ta Thank you for your letter of explanation of
Des e B o the President's position., I, of course, would not for

Falis Villags, Cann. Dr. Viillam Allas Meisen 8 moment think of subjecting hin to any emharrassment,

s i g:mmh‘;;;:f I did want, however, to discuss the trip with him

Lot Angaits Thomas L. Griffith, Jr, because of my convictlon, which ia shared by aome

::gfr:-r:d-l Eﬁ::i';&‘l:’”“, others whose opinion 18 broader, that the raclal
mﬂ'r?"cﬂ';:# amenn  problem both 83 & national and world question is of
mmﬁﬂm@ such importance that my trip would be in a somewhat
Laus 3. Ganngtt differsnt category from that of just a war corre-

v. joha Havnes Holmas spondent, There are saveral peraons I could name

"s"bﬂsﬁfm who could do the job much better than I but who,
gﬁﬁ?ﬁl" Folatt unfortunately, are not in position to make the trip.
. James H.

e ey The plean you made for me to see the Fresident

Eﬂic"':iﬁl’i‘sﬁ':h;‘?‘ last Friday did not materialize, I followed Miss
Northompton, Mos.5. Rolsh Horiow Thompson's telephoned inatruction, transmitted at your
Chishema City m::;ﬂ-:“h request, to telephone M1 Tully lset Thuraday, I
" e called several times but, unfortunately, she was
Pilibergh, Po.  Homer . Srewm either busy or out of the White House, Mrs. Brady
T informed me when I telephoned on Friday mormming that

Talledsga, Ala.  Dr. Busll Gallogher Misa Tully did not understand that I was to se
oo s Presldent on Friday, as Miss Thompson ndﬂ:ad ::u?h‘
ﬁﬂ’.“ﬁﬂ::ﬁﬁhﬂ'ﬁ She atated that a Cabinet meeting and a preas
TvosaL LHOAL EAMARTS conference made 1t impossible for me to see the
willlam H, Hastle, Washingion, Cholrmes mﬂiﬁﬂﬂ.t on Frid"!' On Bltul'dlj' Mrs, Bl'l.d! tele-
phoned our Washington office that the President

was very sorry that he cannot a mae at this time.

Secratary

¥rs., Elsanor Roomavalt '
The White Houae
New York City

WW:RR
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At

November 21, 1543

Mr., Malter Thite
69 Fifth Avenue
New York, N.Y.

Mra, Roosevelt will see you Sunday Zlst 5:00 p.m. &t 20 Washington Square West,

Malvina Thoampaon
Seoretary to Urs, Soosaovelt
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\

U dEEy
I-illl'fl-ﬂ Hti.l SLCRETARIEER

r Dﬁl-‘l'll Hamrzn
ru-u:lrr AND PROMOTICN
Hu

REEVES Com ieaved
I'!"I.I'I'-I“ ARBIRTAMTS.
-i-'ﬂ"‘m BUREAY

vutp;uf' 15{ %45’ .
Dear Mra., Roosevelt: hi 16

Thank you for your letter of November 11
which I find on my return to the city.

I know how great i1s the preassure upon the
President during these parlous times and am
sorry that there was misunderatanding,

Colonel Marshall Newton informed me Monday
that Generel Elsenhower had cabled that all the
placea for correspondents in the North African
Theatre were at present filled, I explained to
Colonel Hewton that I did not expect to reach
the North African Theatre until enywhere from
four to aix weeks after landing in England,
S8ince fianeral Davia and others in the War Depart-
ment felt that I ought to spend at lesst & month
in Englend and Ireland alone, I hope alsc to go
to Liberia and to French Equatorlal Africa,
Colonel Newton then informed me that the quota
had been eatablished for England snd he sald the
War Department would cable that day to England
regarding my coming there, I was also advised
to get ready, which I am proceeding to do,

I had & most Interesting telk on Mondey
with Lord Halifax, about which I should like to
talk with you at your convenlence, Do you expect
to be in New York any time this week? Unhappily,
I have appointments here all the reat of this
week. s0 thet I would not be able to return to
Washington, But I can be in Washington on either
Tuesday, November 23, or Wednesday, the 24th, 1f
either of those dates is convenlentpfor you.

cerel bE:;
‘-c::]in:::

Secratary

Ever &

Mra. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C,

‘WY RR



Dececber 1, 19L3.

Dear Mr. White: ' s

1 am so sorry about the reply
you recelved from the far Department but
there is nothing I can do except urge them
to lat you go ca soon as trunsportation
makes it possible.

Very sincerely yours,

ki, Walter White

National Associatlon for

the Advancement of Colored People
69 Fifth Avenue

New Tork (3), New York,

/7
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.+ Novembar 28, 1943

BOARD OF DIRECTORS % pir o sy '\:3#
- R g I i U 3.
:wal. ?mmr 1Y Dear Mra. Rooaevelt: ’,-,,I;’
Chicage il B, Dichsnson Here 1s a most disappointing letter which
Clavaland s Horpy £ Dol I have just recelved from the War Department., This
Das Moloas, le. 3. Jon Bross comes just after I had received word from Lord Halifax
m"m Cona. i G Blovnt s, EHALt he had notified Mr. Anthony Eden, Mr. Brendan
llhaea, M. Y. Malor Bobert E. Tremen DI'Bcken and othera that I would shortly be in England,
ﬁ:ﬁﬂnJﬂ'- ﬁ;:ﬂfgﬂm:?ﬂ Lord Halifax had reguested that appolnyments be made
Mewerk, M. J.  Groce B, Fandeson wlth Mr. Churchill and with others, There has been
DR LA B Ao Hnfams theimees CONB8iderable skeptlelam among a good meny people that
pirien Cutbed oy oD@ Var Department would permit me to go overseas and
nggggﬁ:« to see conditions as they exist, I have told all
“TQEET inee @86 persons that the War Department end other
st Hmﬂnl government agencies had manifested complete cooperation
MoryWhils Oringtaa ~ in making arrangements for the trip and that any
tﬂﬁEﬁi iee  Questlon of thelr motives was unfustified, T am now
?7“f$§§h placed in a moat embarrassing position,
. nn . Tobios
Eﬂmﬁ?ﬁmﬁf“ Fut over and above these considerations is
e M the fact that 1t 1s my conviction that useful purposes
Pasksil N.Y.  Alired Boker Lowia might have bean served by my visiting the battles areas,
ode “a L]
Fi rgh, Po,
:-;%:Hn. E{m ik In view of our recent converastion, I am
- ketond elaylng answering Colonel Newton's letter or com-
L:ﬂ?ﬁﬂf Kﬂ:ﬁfﬂ:ﬂ: municating with Mesars, Patterson and MeCloy until
b hign . Howtle I have heard from you. But I wanted you to see this

‘Wb
ncad Harriet Willlams

HATIOMAL LEGAL COMMITTEE
\'ﬁll-:u H. Hd-'l-'lli mnhlw, Chalrman

T. Waldan
luui:[; Cq.:_' 'lll'.‘l.“ﬂﬂﬂl-l
MuHI
Elln‘lri:nl w1|||nq IM:
e ]
Gr‘h Jr.
w-— L-**
Hun
Ll
E‘ 3
hhl bﬂ.
kﬁ lJrll
Wilmingles, Dal, |T

letter with its disappointing news,

qur alnlﬁrﬂlg, E

Mra. Bleanor Rooaevelt
28 Washington Sguare
New York City

WW:RR



VAR TEPARTMENT
Pursau of Public Relaticns

wWashinghton

g6 Novembar 18543

Mr. Walter White
B89 Fifth Avanue
New York, Wew York

naar Mr. Whita:

It 1s with exceeding regret that I must
inform you that unfavorable replies from
Theater Commanders prevent jyour accraditation
as a war correapondent, I am inelosing, for
your informatlen, & copy of a latter sant to-
day to Mr. Panl A. Tierney, Managing Editer
of the New York FPost.

I know this will be a dlisappointment to

you, but 1 also know that from our previous
conversationa you are aware of the overcrowdllng
in all thesters and the necessity for limita-
tien which has been enforced on theater commandara
by circumstances,

1l

R & Sincerely,

g S NS (Signed) Marshall R,Néwbon
=Yy Lt. EDIDHH].' A.TTaS.
Chief, fverseas Liaison Branch

l—Innl.
fpy ltr to P.A.Tierney



e

26 Novemher 1943

Mr. Paul h. Tlernsy
Manaping Editor
THE NEM YORK P03T
75 West Strest
New York, New York

Twear Mr. Tiemmey:

In reply to your letters of 2 Wovember and
12 November concerninz accreditation of Mr. Welter
White as A representative of the New York ‘E:vanin%
Post in specified theaters of operatlon, I regre
that because of unfavorabls repliea from Theater
Commandars we are unable tb accredit Mr. White,
pecision of the Theater Commanders regarding ac-
captanes of correspondente in a glven theater 18
final. b

ﬁﬂncaraly,

MARSHALL E. NEWTON
Lt. Colonel, A.U.3.
Chief, Overaeas Liaison Branch

cet Mr. W. White



Qj/ December 2, 1943

Dear Mr. ¥hite:

Thank you f or sending me .the gtutenent
signed by the key Negro organisations, I think
it is an excellent statement.

Very sincerely yours,

fr, walter ohite
69 Fifth fvenue
G

e ——

.
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Hovenber !
29th
1943 /

My dear lira. Roosevelt:

Here is the text of the statement signed
by representatives of the key Negro organizations

which attempts to give a pleture of the thinking

of Negro woters.

Ever sincenely,

Secretary.

Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt
The White House
Washington, D. C.



A DECLAHATION BY WEGRO VOTERB

Tho Negro votor has not yet cheosen eidae for 1944,

His vote cannct be purchased by distributing mnnelr to and through
p-rt} hacke. It eannot bo won by polnting to Jobs given to a faw indi-
vidual Negrons, although the recognition of the Hegro as an intogral
pArt of the body politie through the selestion of qunlifiod Negroas
for l;ppumtiw or elostive offlces is included ameni the Heogro's de-
mande. The Negro vote no longer can be wen by meaningleas manorolitiss
in party platforms which are promptly forgotten on olectlcn day .

Tha Negro votor will nuppcllrt A politisal party which by words
and desds shows 1ts dstersinaticn to work for full oltlzenship stdius
for thirteen million American Hogroee and to better the lot of all
disadvantaged: paople in thias country. The Negro knows that his voting
strength in 17 or mora etatos with 281 or more votes in the elesotoral
college gives him the potential balsnos of pownr in any ronsonably
oloae national oaleotion and in oany Btate and local sleactione, Hie
vote no longer belorgs to any cne poelitical party. Although tha Negra
hae largely supported the Demcoratic Party in recont yomrs, it 1ia
highly elgnificant that in 1943 the Negro vote played an inpnrsant
part in the @otlon of a Negro Communist to tho Hew York 21ty Gouneil,
& Negro Ha lican as Judse in the same community, a Demaerntinc Ayor
in Cleveland and & Republioan Gaovernor in Eontueky with phancnenal
manifratations of independent voting in many other inportan® canters.
Public officers who have not made & moord of libarel nnd dercoratic
notlsn may expect the Negro to help remove them fron offics. If thelir
Bugopseors Are no better, they may expact the sane fate at the next
ulnut:l.nrlx. For if the Noegro does not aAlwnye find any eatlsfactcry can=-
didate to supnart, he oAan and will continue to help remove unemtias-
faotory officimls until truly demcecratle foroes shall oone into powar,

The undersicnod are officers of church,fratomal,labor, sivie am
sducational organlzations with & total Aaeaborship of more than 6 o00CD0,
Though we speak an individunla,we shall rocourend te the apabarehin

our respective organizations that Negroee shall consure all appanls
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!{‘?ﬁﬂlr pupport mades by politicnl parties and by presidential and other
eandidatre mocoording to the followlng yardatick:

1, Tha Negro people, like all othor Americans, raccgilze the
WAL AB Ithn ohiaf igsus confronting our country. Wo decnd of any
ponlitionl party desiring the support of Negroos a vigoraue prnEecu-
tion of tho war. We aro opposed to ARy nogotinted pemce nu advosatod
by the Hytler-like forces within our uulll.l.ntr:l'. YViotory pust cruch
Hitloriso both at hooe as well ne abroad,

In svaluating the merits of parties and pnndidntes we Dust in-
olude mll issuss—thoso touching the life of Megroee AB A SToun AB
well A8 those affecting the entire country. The party or csndidnte

- ewho refuses to help control priloes, oF fails to supnort the axtnl‘l-Elﬂ.l‘J
of sscial seourlty, or refuses to Support a pro :pespive npubllie prograo
for full post war employment, or cpposeé an anlar;ed and unsegre;ated
progran of gov nrmant-ﬂ;nmua& housing, or secks to destroy organ ized
labor, 18 ne much the eneny of the Nearoc as la he whn would prevent
the Hegro fron voting.

.2, We ineist upcn the right to vote in evary atrto, unres-
atriotod by poll taxes, white dencoratic primaries, the cerrynanderin ‘
af districte, or any other dovios doaicned to Aisfranchise tho Hegro
and othor voters. Any polltieal party 1in powor, or pepiring to power,
sust demanetrate its determinatinn throu.h locislntion and throusgh
vigorous oriminal prossoution by the Dopartuent of Justlce to protect
and ssours voting as a fundanental right of citizonship.

v 3, The aver—serinus evil of lynohing and nob viclence hae ba=
eome more oriticel as a result of unrestrainod violenoa anninst
Hegroee in the arned servions, Ho natinnal adoinistration can merlt
the support of tho Negro unlese it 1@ gonnitted to A legielative and
sdninietrative progras for the oliminaticn of this naticnal Alsgraca.

4. Fepublican ani Deocoratic mesbors of the Benato nlike havo
attempted to deludle us by alleging that they favor an ti-lynehing,anti-
poll tax, ani othor leglalaticn against which filibuastars by Bouthern .
Demgorate have been waged but on which those Ropublicnn nnd Deoceratlc
Benatore from states whero Negroes vote refuse to vote for aloture.We

refuse to necopt such subterfuges any longer. A vote agninet oloturao .
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fallure to vota for eloturo will bo construod by us as oppositinn to
wvhatevar legislation for the bonefit of the Negro and other nincritlies
againet which a filibuster 18 waged. The Senato rule requiring & two=
thirde majority to end debate, cooblned with the refusal of Benators

to vote for oloture, 18 one of the greatest cbetaoles to liberal
lagielation in general and to leglelation for the betternant of the
Kogro's statues in partioular, Negrces inelet that naticonanl partiea

and individual candidates for senatur pledge in lﬁwuua thelr support
to the abolitlon of this twoethirds rule now required for oloture,

5, Tho progran now being carrled on throuh the Fair Enployment
Fraotioce Committeo to seoure and proteot the right to work without
raclel or rellgicus dilsceripipation nust be continued and expanded
during and after the war, No party or condidate for the Fresldency or
Congress can deserve the vote of the Negro without supporting a liberal
appropriation for a Fair Eoployment Practice Comoittes whan that lesue
ghall be presented in tho Bpring of 1944 and such legielaticn ne 18
neoded further to sooure the richt of mincrities to work without
dlsgrimination,

6. N8 injustice eobitters Negroes nmore than continued segre=-
gation and disorimination in the armod forocea, The polioy of the
preasnt administration with reforcnos to the Illagm in the arced foroes
is baed in principle and has failed, Any party whioch hopes to win the
support of Negroos must adopt & new and dsmooratic progran for their
integration into the armed forces inoluding tho followlng provisionst

{a) Full integraticn of the Negro into the armed foroes

without sogresgation.

(b} Tha abelition of quotas hy race of the medlioal corpe,nures

oorps, tochnical and all other hranchoe of service throughout

the amed foroen;

(o) & vigorous .u.nd. purposaful prul;rm.of eduoation in deosnt

and deocoratic race relations to be sarricd cut throughout the

Aroy and Havy,

{4) A radionlly revised Navy program whish will inolude the mo=

ooptance of NHegroes as commissioned nfﬂn!aﬂ, the uag of Negroe:

Ijm p;qmn;ﬂ and technioal service on eea=-going vessels, the

elimination of restriotlone preventing capahle mesapen from
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“teanafhr and promotion out of ﬁt sorvico and the acceptance
of Negro women in the WAVEB, SPARS, and nurse corps withut
segregntlon, |
{8} The abolitlon of segregation in recreatlonal and other
facilitisn at aroy post® and naval shore installatione ‘me woll
a8 the abolition of segregation of blood plaspAa for the armed
sgrvicans,

{f) The progressive reooval of Negro troope froo thoss arans

whore they aro -trqntaa'ut.h_uu'larnu, nbuse and dlsrsepect 1n
the olvilian comoynity in view of the demonstratad inability
of the federal authorities, I:.l.llltl'l.l"]" and olvlil, to ocope with
such behavicur.

{g) Megroes now largely denied the risht to serve in oconbat

foroos suet be Liven the sane opportunity as others to asarva

in this fleld as well as all other branches cf the servioce.

T« Wo are concerned that this war hring to an end inperinellsm
and colonial exploitation. We believe that political and econcnle
demporacy oust dlsplnoe the prosent system of exploitation lm Afrios,
the West Indies, India, and all other Iunlun:l.a.l. arens, We ineist that
all parties and mndldates formulate a forelyn polley which will re-
solutely and unequivegally oppose elther perpetuatlcn or axtoneicn
of exploitation based upan "white superinrity® or eeonodlo or polit-
tonl advantaze to "white" natiome-a% the expensas of the two-thirdd of
the peopls of t_hu earth who are brown, yellow, or black of akin. Tha
United Btates must point the way hy incluling Negrops amons 1te repre=
santat ives at the pesce conference or peace conferenced and AEMORS ite
diplosatio, technioal mand profospional eaxperts enga.ed in international
poot war reocnstruoction,

8. HNegro Amerioans are fully aware of the foroes in this
country which are now attenpting to effeot the noninntion of re=
aotionary or vaelllating ocandidates for the Fresidenoy and Vice=
Frosidenoy in both major political parties.

Also Hegro voters ara diptrusfful of nost candidates who come
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fron those states which deny Nagroes cpportunity to vete and eonfine -
them to rigld pattems of esgragation and inferlor otatus, He
sandidnte fron any scotion of the country will be socaptable o Nogro

|

yotere unless he hae clearly demcnatrated oppoditlon to and departure
e

fron the prevailling anti-Negro traditions.,

Wa heruh;r garve notloo that 1} eithor major political perty
ghall noalnnte for Prosident or Vice-Fresident a candldnte of g
vaoillating or reactlonnry choracter or with an anti-Nncre record, it

will be vigorously oppogod by the Negro voto.

We ropudiate all vonal politiclans, Negro ond white, who
attenpt for personal proflt to "deliver the Nogro votae", We haroby
sorva notlce that the Negro has come nf age olitlcally.

This stntemont ie desi;mod hoth to mnke olonr the Negro's
present nttitude of resontoont agalnst the shortooninme of both mnjor
political parties and to sorve aé A guide in measuring the futura
intentions of partics and crndidates. The first toest of the honeaty of
these intentisns will be the vote upon the pending poll tax bill and
oloturs if necessary, and wo serve notico on all Spnators ond their
party nescclatos that wo will vigorocusly opooge all S8snntors whe refuso
to ‘.I'Dtl' for eloture on this bill, We eall upon enlightened lnbor,
ghuroh, farp and other groups to cpnoie Actively the current wnve of
ranotinn, We will combine on & nininmun progran with such enlishtened
groups. Together these groups constiftute o pajority of the electorata.
Together wo will beat back the tide of reseticn and baild a oore
dsosnt world now and in the post war yenrs which can insure a durable
penoe .

Eleie Austin, DELTA BIOMA THETA BORCRITY

Mary Mgleod Bethune, NATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRD WOMEN

Dr. R. A. Billings, PHI BETA BIOGMA FRATERNITY

Opoar Brown, OWI8AG0, ILLINOIS, HATIONAL aSS0CIATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOFLE

Dorothy Hn'hdl.g Bryant, HnTIOHJm%HEEEDﬂIHTIUH OF COLORED
RADUATE NURBES, .

Judge William H., Hastle, NATIONAL ABSOCIATION FOR THE
ADVLNCEMENT OF COLOLED FEOPLE

Br. D. V. Jemison, HaTIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION,USA,Inc.;
and ALAELMA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION, Inc.

Carl K, Johneon, KAPPa ALPHA PST FRATERNITY
Aelford V, Lawson,Jr,, ALF{A PHI ALVHA FRATERNITY
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Dr. Hayford Logan, ALYHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY
Z. Alexander Looby, OMEGA PBI FHI FRATERNITY
|

Thurgood Marshall, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF COLOHED PEOFLE

George W. Millner, INTERNATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Leslie rerry, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF COLORED PECFLE

hdam C, Powell, Jp., PEOFLE'S COMMITTEE

&, Philip Randolph, BHOTHERHOCD OF SLEEFING CAh POHTERS,
and MARCH ON WASHINGTON MOVEMENT

Dr. Leon A. Hansom

Mrbel K. Staupers, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COLOHED GRADUATE
NURSES, Inc.-

Dr, Channing H. Tobims, B0CIALL ACTION COMMITTEE OF THE COLCHED
METHODIST EFIBCOFPAL CHURCH

Ashley Totten, BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEFING CaAR FOETENE
Bishop W. J. Walls, AME ZION CHURCH

Grorge L-P Weaver, NATIONAL CIC CCMMITTEE TO ABOLISH
HACIAL DISCRIMINATION

PBoulah Whitby, ALFHA KAYTA ALFHA SORCHITY

Wnltrr White, NATICNAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT
' OF COLCHED PEOFLE

Dr, Max Yerzon, INTEWNATIONAL COMMITTEE ON AFRICAN AFFAILS,
and NATIONAL NEGHO COMNGHESS,



December 17, 1947.

w dear l{r- Hhi“'

Mra. Roosevelt hos asked me to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
Deceober 13th and to tell you she ls so
sorry she wlll not be able to attend the
opening performance of "Listen Professor®.
Unfortunately, Wra. Hoosevelt has engage-
ments already scheduled for December 2ind,

However, Mrs. Roosevelt is deeply
appreciative of your courtesy in extending
thie invitation and wishes me to thank you
for it.

Very sincerely yours,

Secretary to
Mra. Roosevelt.

Mr. #alter White

Hotisnal Associatlon for the
Advancement of Colored People
£9 Pifth Avenue

New York (3), New York.
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Frawe D. REEVES Cow wmawsd
ADMINISTRATIVE ASRISTANTE,
WASH KETOM BUREAW

Dear lirs. Hoosevelt:

I tried to reach you by telephone at The White
liouse last week but was unsuccessful. I wanted to
transnit on behalf of !iiss Jean iuir an lnvitetion to
you to attend the opening on December 22nd at the
Forrest Theatre of "Listen Professor" about which
she hes written you. I do hope that irs. White and
I sholl have the plessure of seeing you there.

Billy Rose has csked me to say to you that he
would be delighted to plamce tickets at your dlsposal
to see "Carmen Jones" onytime you care to do Soa
lrs. White and I saw it on the second night in Phila-
delphie and agein at the opening in HNew York. I can
guarantee you one of the liveliest and nost enjoyable
evenings you have spent in the theatre in a long time.

The War Department notifed me this worning by
long disteance telephone that I had been cleared and
ascoreded Tor the Lnglish Theatre of Operations., 1
shell probably be leaving shortly after Christmas.

1 wrote ur. Rolend Hayes as you suggested and he has
asked me to come up to boson, if possible, before
leaving to telk with him. This I shall try to do.

Cordielly,

Seoretary.

Mrae. Eleanor Roosevelt
The VWhite House

Washington, b, g,
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Deoszber 10, 1943 /)) O
-

My dear Miss Euir:

¥rs. Roosesvelt is very sorry that
she will be unable to be your gusst at thes
opening parformance of "listen, Professori”
Bhae dseply appreciates the ocordial invitation
sxtended to har in your letter of the 7th,
but engagenents whioh she alrealy has maka 1%
impuasible for her to asgept.

Very sincerely yours,

Becretary to
Mrs. Roossvelt

Misps Jean Mulr

Room 1211

113 West E7th Btreet
New York 19

New Tork

S



Milton Baron : -
Jean Muir
. Toni Ward

(P ;.42

§ v December 7, 1943

Desr Mrs. Rooseveltb:

T am writing to ask you if you would be our guest
at the opening of our play 'Listen, Frofeasor "

starring Dudley Digges on the evening of December
twenty-second at the Forrest Theatre in New York.

The play, I em sure, will interest you. It is an
edaptation of a comedy by Alexander Afinogenov.

It is & simple play, warm asnd full of everyday 1ife
of the Soviet citizen. Therefore, 1t is importent
in its relations to Amesricen-Soviet friendship.

This is my first job of producing end I really em
mope mervous then all- the actors put together.

T was so disappointed not to have met you the
evening you spoke at Tineoln Univeraity with
Walter White.

T hope you can come for T am sure you will have a
most enjoysble evening.

Sincerely,
__.—-—'_-_-_'_'_—-__ _-r-_._-_-.
{5y

JH:JK

- 113 WEST 57tk STREET = NEW YORK CITY I%, H. Y. .'I' ; COLUMBUS 53283
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December 22, 1943.
Mr., Walter White

on for
Advancement of Colored People,
69 Pifth Avenue,
New York, New York.

The President soc busy he doubts he can see you.

Malvina C. Thompson

Secretary to
iras. Hoosevelt.
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MRS ELEANOR ROOSEVELT
THE WHITE HOUSE WASHDC

WOULD PRESIDENT'S SCHEDULE PERMIT HIM IF HE CARES TO DO S0 SEE
ME BEFORE | LEAVE? | AM NOW ON DAY TO DAY BASIS AND noT !
PERMITTED LEAVE NEW YORK CITY BUT COULD, OF COURSE, GET SPECIAL
PERMISSION TO COME WASHINGTON TO SEE PRESIDENT

WALTER WHITE 69 FIFTH AVENUE.

>



A DECLARATION BY NEOHD VOTERS

The Negro voter has not yet chosen sldes for 1944,

Hi® wote cancct be purchased by distributing money to and through
party hacks. &t sannot be won by polnting to jobs given to & fow indi-
vidual Negroes, although the recognition of the Begro ss an integral
part of the body politic through the selsction of qualified Hegroes
for appointive or elesctive offices is included among the Negro's de-
mands, The Negro wote no longer can bs won by msaningless p‘urlll.ﬁlr
in party platforms which are promptly forgetten om elestion day.

The Negro woter will support & politiocal party which by words
and deeds shows its determination to work for full citizenship status
for thirteen million Asarioan Kegroes and to better the lot of all
dissdvantaged people in this country, The Negro knows that his wvoting
strength in 17 or more states with 281 or more wotes in the elesstoral
college glves him the potentisl balapce of power in any reasonably
oloss I'tltl.om.l olsction and in many state and local elections. His
vote no longer belongs to any cne political party. Although the Negro
bhas largely supported the Deazoccratlo Party in recent yesars, it is
highly significant that in 1943 the Negro wote played an important
part in the.eleoction of a Negro Communiast to the Hew York City émll,
& Negro Republican as Judge in thes sams community, a Demooratic Mayor
in Cleveland and a Hepublioan Gowermor in Kentueky with phencmenal
manifestations of independent woting in many other important centers.
Publia offlosrs who have not made a rocord of liberal and demcoratio
motion may expeot the NHegro to help remowe them from office. If thelr
susanosors are no battar, they may sxpect the same fate at the next
eloction. For Lf the Negro doss not alwnys find any satisfactory can-
didate to support, he oan and will continue to help remove unsatis-
faotory officinls until truly demcoratic forces shall coma into powar,

The undersigned are officers of church, fraternal, labor, civic
and sducaticnal orgunisations with a total mesbsrship of more than
6,000,000, Though we speak ms individunls, we ahall reccmmend to the

mombarahlp our respective organirations that Negroes shall measure all



appeals for their support made by politioal parties and by preaidential
and other candidates mosording te the following yardstick,

1. Tha Hegro pecple, like all other Americmns, recognise the
war as the ohief lssus sonfronting our country, We demand of mny
politionl party desiring the support of Negroes a vigorous prosecu=
tion of the war. We are oppossd to any negotiated pemce ms advoomted
by the Hitler-like foroes within cur sountry. WVietory must orush
Hitlsrism both at home as well as l‘t;rn-.ﬂ.-

In svaluating the merits of parties ard candidates we must in-
olude &ll issuss==those touching tha life of Negroes as & group &8
woll as those affecting the entire country. The party or candidate
who refuses to help control prices, or fails to support the extension
of sooiml sscurity, or refuses to support & progressive public program
for full post war employment, or cpposes an emlarged and unsegregmted
program of moverament-{inanced housing, or sseks to destroy organized
labor, is as much ths enemy of the Negro as is he who would prevent
the Nepgro from woting.

2. We insist upon the right to vote in every state, unre-
strioted by poll taxes, white demcoratio primaries, the goerry=andsring
of districts, or amy other device designed to disfranchise the Negro
and other votsrs, Any politiocal party in power, or aspiring to power,
must demonstrats its determimation through leglelation and through
vigorous oriminal prosecution by the Department of Justice to protect
and secure voting ms & fundamentsl right of cltizenahip.

5. The ever-sericus evil of lynohing end =ob viclenoce has be-
come more oritical as o result of unrestrained violense apainat
Negroes in the armed services. No national edministration cen marit
the suppert of the Negro unless 1t ls committed to a lagislative and
administrative prograam for the elimination of this national disgrace,

4. Republican and Demcoratic members of the Semate alike have
attempted to deluds us by alleging that they favor anti-lynching, anti-
poll tax, and other lsglslation against which filibusters by Southsrn

Domoarats have besn weped but on whioh these Republican end Demosratis
Senators from states where Negroess vote refuse to vote for cloture, We
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refuse to acoept such subterfuges any longer. A vote against oloture
fallure to wvote for aloture will be oconstrusd by us as cpposition to
whatever leglslation for the benefit of the Negro and other minorities
sgainat which & Filibuster is waged, The Senate rule requiring & two-
thirds majority %o end debate, combined with the refusal of Benatoras
to wote for cloture, is one of the groantest cbatacles to liberal
leglslation in paneral snd to leglslation for the betterment of the
Eegro's status in partioular. HNegroes insist that naticoal partles
and individual candidates for senator pledge in advance thair support
to the abolitism of this two-thirds rule now reguired for uiuturl..

Bb. The program now being carried on through the Falr Employ=
mant Praotios Committes to secure mnd protect the right to work with=
out rasial or religlous disorimination must be continued and npmd.odl
during and after the war., No party ‘or candidate for tha Fresidemoy or
Congress oan dessarve the wvote of the Negro without supporting s libaral
appropriation for a Fair Employment Practioce Committes when that lasue
shall be presented in the Spring of 1944 mand suoh lagleletion ms in
noeded further to ssgure tha right of minorities to work without
diserimination,

. lo injustice embitters Negroess more than continued segre=-
pution and disorimioation in the armed foross. The pdl:uy of tha
prasent administration with reference to the MNegro in the armed forces
is bad in principle and has failed. Any party shich hopes to win the
support of Negroos must adopt a mew and demccratie program for thelr
integraticn into the armed forces inoluding the following provisions;

(a) Pull integration of the Megro inte the armed fMroes without

sagremtion,

(b) The aboliticn of quotes by reace of the medical corps, nurse

corps, technloal mnd all cther branchss of sarvice throughout
the eroed foroes,

(o) A vigorous mpd purposeful program of sducation in decent

and demcoratic rase relations to be earried out throughout the

Army snd Havy,

{d) A redically revieed Navy program which will inolude the ma-



gaptonce of Negross as commissionsd officers, the use of Hegroes

in general and technical service on sea-going vessels, the

slimination of restrictions proventing Mﬂb}u massmen from
transfor and promotion out of that service and the moceptance
of Negro women in the WAVES, SPARS, and nurse corps without
segrepgation,

(e} The abolition of segregation in recreational end other

facilities at army posts and maval shore installatlons as well

as the abolition of segrogation of blood plassa for the armed
sarvioes. |

{£) The progrossive removal of Negro troops from those areas

whare they are treated with vioclense, abuse and disrsespsot in

the wieilian community in !1.:!! of the demonstrated inability
of tha federal authorities, military and civil, to cope with
suzh behaviour,

(g) VWegroes now larpgely denied the right to serve in combat

foroes must be glvon the same opportunity as others to serve

in this field as well as all other branches of tha service.

7. Wa are conoerned that this war bring to an end imperialism
and goloniel exploitation, We beliewve that politioel end esoncmiao
demoorany must displaoe the present system of exploitation in Afries,
the Waest Indies, India, and all other colonial sress. We insist that
&ll partien ond candidates formulete a foreign policy which will re-
solutely and unsquivosally ocppose either perpestusticn or esxtemsion
of exploitation based upon “white superiority™ or sconcmic or polit=-
ioal advantage to "white" naticns st the expenss of the two-thirds of
the people of the earth who are brown, yellow, or black of skdn. The
TUodted States must point the way by inoluding Negroes among its repre=
sentatives at the peace conference or peace confecrences and among ite
diplomatio, technical end professionsl exports engaged in internatiocnal
post war reconstrustion.

B, Negro Amarisans are fully aware of the foroes in this
country which nre now attempting to effect the nomimation of re-
sotionary or wacillating candidates for the Presidency and Vice-
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Prosidency in both major political parties,.

Also Negro wotera are t;hwtm of most candldates who come
from those states which demy H'Ig.'-nn opportunity to wote and confine
them to rigid patterns of IIFlth-inl and inferior status. No -
csndidate from any seotion of the country will be ssceptable to Negro
voters unless he has clearly demonstrated opposition to and depariure
from the prevailing mﬂ-ﬁp‘n traditions,

Wo hersby serve notice that Lf elther major political party
ghall nominate for President or Vice-President a oandidate of
waolllating or rescticnary charmoter or with sn anti-Negro record, it

will ba vigorously opposed by the Negro vote.

Wa repudiate all venal peliticians, Negro and white, who
attempt for personal profit to "deliver the Negro vote". We hareby
serve notice that the Negro has come of mge politioally.

This statemsnt ie deaigoed both to meke oloar the Negro's
pressnt attitude of resentment mgeinst the shortoomings of both =ajor
political parties and to serve as & guide in measuring the future
intentions of parties and candidatas. The first test of the homesty of
theas intentlens will be the vote upon the ponding poll tax bill and
eloturs Af necessary, and we serve notice on all Senators and their
party associntes that we will vigorously oppose all Senators who rofune
to vote for cloturs on this bill, We oall upon enlightensd lebor,
ahurch, farm and other groups to oppose actively the curreat wave of
resotion. We will combins on a minimum program with such enlightened
groups, Togethar these groups constitute & majority of the electorate.
Together we will beat back the tide of resction mnd bulld a mere
dpoent world now and in the post war years which csn insure & durable
pasan,

Elsis Austin, DELTA SICMA THETA SORORITY

Uary loleod Bethumas, MATIONAL COUNCIL OF NEGRO WOMENM

Dr. B, A. Billings, PHI EETA SIOUA FRATERNITY

Osonr Brown, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS, HATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE
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Dorothy Hobday Bryant, NATIONAL ABSOCIATION OF COLORED
GHADUATE NURSES, INC.

Judge Williem H. Hastie, NATIOMAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE
AUVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPFLE

Dr. D, V. Jemison, NATIONAL BAPTIST CONVENTION, USA, Ine.j
and ALARAMA BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION, Ins,

Carl R. Johnson, KAPPA ALPHA PSI FRATEHNITY

Belford V. Lawson, Jr., ALPHA PHI ALPHA PRATERNITY

-

"1 Dr. Hayford Logan, ALPHA PHI ALPHA FRATERNITY
\_/
&+ Mlexander Looby, OMEGA PSI PHI FRATERNITY

Thurgood Marahall, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FUR THE ADVANCEMENT
OF COLOPED PEOPLE

George W. Millner, INTERNMATIONAL LONGSHOREMEN'S ASSOCIATION

Leslis Perry, BATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF
COLORED PEOFLE

Adam C. Powell, Jr., PEOPLE'S COLMITTEE

A. Phillp Rendolph, BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTERS,
wnd MARCH ON WASBHINGTON MOVEMENT

Dr. Leon A, Hansom

Mabel E. Staupers, HATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COLORED GRADUATE
NURSES, INMC,

Dr. Channing H. Tobims, SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE OF THE COLORED
UETEODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Ashley Totten, BROTHERHOOD OF SLEEPING CAR PORTEWS
Bishop W. J. Walls, AME EION CHURCH

George L-P Weaver, HATIOMAL CIO COMMITTEE TO ABOLISH
- RACIAL DISCRIMINATION

Boulah Whitby, ALPHA KAPPA ALPHA SORORITY

¥ialtor White, HATIOMAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVARCEMENT
OF COLORED FEOFLE

Dr. Mex Yergan, INTERWATIONAL COMMITTEE ON AFRICAN AFFAIRS,
AND NATIONAL WEGRO CONGHESS,

Navemper 20, 1943
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h'u-u;-r B, 1944

¥y dear ¥r. White:

urs, Roosavelt neks na 0 send
you the eaclosed latter, #Will you pleass
advliee her what you think of 1t and whethor
your organlzation sould nelp Lr. Cilery?

Very slncerely jours,

Seoretary to
¥rs. Roosevalt

Mr., Walter m&&num—u d.
Natiopal Association for the Advancorent
of Golored People
69 Fifth aveouse
Hew York, New York

Mr. Carles Cilery, Pointe-a-Pitre, Cuadeloupe,

dated Dec,?0, 1943, Refers to Mra. Roosavelt's article in diegro Digeat
and Pittsburg Courrier which hs translated and published in French in
Guadeloupe, Wants some help in gpesting o better understecdlog batwaan
coloréd peoples of this ecountry and his. Tried t2 have tha Pittaburg
Courrier publish a Franch edition. Desires publications and ragazines
concerning activities of colored people of the United States but has not
the funds to pay for them.
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Pear Lrs., koosevelt:

I wunt you and the President tu see
the enclosed report which I have mode to Generals
Lisenhower and Lee and to inbassador Winant. ,ll three
have worked assiduously to correct not only specifice
cuses of disecriminotion Lut the besie philesophies cut
of which the cases erise. In & conference lasting
nearly two hours last Friday moyning with Generals
Lizenhower end lee I was informéd that the "off limits™
practice is being abulished through en order by General
Eisenhower. Inspector Gensral Huines, at the instrue-
tions of General Lee, is investiguting speclific cases
of injustice, including the alleged aisproportionate
sentences glven Nepro soldiers by Speclal and General
Courtas hartisl.

The situstion here is difficult in
nany respects but the bright spot is the eagerness of
the smericon digh Command and the Jmbassador tu correct
conditions. lur. Ager and lessrs. Jackson and damblet
of the OWI have been exceedingly helpiul end genercus.

I neve been asked to write one of the
Aruy Talks and am doing so before leaving the ETO. 1In
an article I have written for Life ond in dispateches I
wu doing for the New York Post I have tried to emphasize
tiie affiTustive approach as well as the difficulties

wilech race prejudice has created.




- I wae interested in noting in today's
londun pepers that you are shortly going to the Caribbean.
I hope it will be uy good fortune to Lave your trip oco-
incide with wy grrivel in the Caribbesn Theatre,

) Will you be pood enougn Lo glve the
Fresident wy kindest regards, end my warw contretulations
cn Lis veto of the anti-Subsidy Bi11l end the Tex Bill,

: ctrniulzy, E‘

wrs. Franklin D, hooua%ult,
White House, :
washington, D. C.
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OBSERVATIONS ANEFHEEDMHENDATIUHB
WALTER WHITE

ON
RACTAL HELATICNS IN THE ETO

The following observaticns and recommendations
are based upon a lB-day tour covering more than 1700 miles
in the ETO, arranged by the U. S, #érmy, in which I visited
some 25 installations, Most of these were ones in which :
Negro units were stationed. In addition, it includes con-
ferences and observations in London and other places in the
ET0.

I wish at the outset to express my appreciaticn to
Ambassedor John G, Winant, Major General John C. H. Lee, Lt.
Colonel J. B. L. Lawrence, and to other officials of the United
States Army, the American Embassy and the Office of War Informe-
tion for thelr generosity in mseking arrangements for me. Every
opportunity was given me to visit-whatever installations or
places I desired. I was permltted to talk with both officeis
end enlisted men under whatever circumstences I chose. Every
facility possible was placed at my disposal to cbtain & true
picture of conditions.

All I wish to say is based upon the primary con-
gideration that we in the ETO want to win the war as speedily
as possible. But it is possible that we may win the war and
lose thé"peace. Not the least of the dangers which may

cause us to lose the peace is global as well as national racial

friction. Conflighe fessiona of democracy

and our practice '*ihiins have oreated great
ay
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Problems, not only in the ET0 and other theaters of

operations but in the United States and in other parts of

the world. Discrimination and segregation of Negro troops

in the ETO and other theaters has been featured in the

press of India, the West Id@iea, Africa and other places

as well gs the United States., Tokio and Berlin radios

have played up such raciel friction to the one billion

colored people of the Paclfic, as well as to the colored

peoples of Latin America and the United States, as evidence

of hypoocracy by the United Netions. Merel& enswering such

allegations if futile. Demonstration of our sineerity by

correction of these conditions is the only effective answer.
I-wish to emphasize that the present Eiéuation is,

in my opinion, neither hopeless or irremediable.. Recognition

of the exlistence of the problem and the affirmative eteps

being taken towards its correction by the American iligh Command

in the ETO is tremendously encouraging. It is particularly

satisfying to read the Directives which have been issued by

General Kisenhower, General Lee, Colonel Thrasher, CO of

EBS, S0S, and other United States Army officials. The

adoption and enunciation of the principle that all soldiers

. wearing the uniforw of the United States Army are fighting

for the same cbjectives and are to be treated alike has

undoubtedly lessened considersbly the number of clashes which

otherwlise might have made the situation worse.

=8-
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From my observations of both white nn'a)TJuthED

soldlers in three Base Seotions, it 1s apparent that the
overwhelming me jority of the white American soldiers in the
LTO are decent, fair-wminded individusls. Lost of them have

glven 1little thought to the so-called race problem, especially

those coming from northern and western States. But when the
problem arises the wajority of them react ¢n a basis of wanting
to see Justlce glven to every other scldier, irrespective of
race, creed or color. 4 small percentage have given thought
to the broader implications of the question and are aggressively
in favor of steps to eliminete injustice. It is most interesting
to observe that many in this class come from southern States,
But a smaller percentage have brought strong racial
prejudices with them to the ET0 from the United States and
persi;tantly stir up friutiun. These persons, particularly
officers, have spread vicious storles among the British people
concerning Negroes. They have told the British such fanciful
storles as that all Negroes have tails, that they are savage,
diseased, illiterate and will rape tiheir women. One variation
frequently found is to the effect that the jwerican Negro
soldiers ere not like British Colonial troops in that the
former were picked up in Africa and brought to the United
Eingdom to d¢ manual labor only. Another varlation is that
American Negro soldlers bark instead of talk, and that they
do not speak English. The Lord layor of cne English town

told me taat he and all the paopla were frightened when they

RESTRICTED
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heard that ﬂhgru troops were to be .sent there. For days the British
avoided even walking c¢lose to Negro soldiers. But one morning the
Lord Me'yor was greeted witn a pleasant "Good morning, Sir" by one
of the soldiers. Startled that the soldier could speak English
he entered into conversation with nim and thus learned of the
falsity of the storles which nhaed been spread in the town by white
Army officers and enlisted wmen.

The circulation of such stories and otnﬂrlacts of
discrimination have had & most depressing effect upon the morasle
of Negro soldlers in the ETO.

I have been greatly disturbed by the disheartened attitude
of wany of these men., Some of them have become so embittered
that they call their white fellow-American soldiers "the enemy".
Several of them have asked me, "What are we fightling for? Were
we sent to the ETO to fight the Nazla - or our white soldieras?",
A Tfew - Tortunately only a few to date - are dangerously near
revolt because of the continued insults they are subjected to.
Others have become sSo pessimistic of any change in the situation,
they seek relief in drink or, more frequently, in telking
despairingly emong themselvVes.

Such an attitude is bad both for the Negro soldier and
for the war effort. It is tragic that the Civil War should be
fought again while we are fighting a World Waer to save civilizaticn.
Those responsible are, in my opinion, as gullty of treascon as would

be those whg,deliberately and for pay betrayed us to Hitler.

CONF!I™EMTIAI
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a8 I have already pointed out, thaluonditicn is
remediable. 'I wish now to polnt out the affirmative steps which
have already been taken and to report on others which may be taken
to implewsent thg excullantlenunniﬂtion of prineciple which the High
Command and the American Embassy have made during the L&st two
years.

Affirmative steps,

lMention has already been made of the over-all prinéiplas
which have been laid down. DBut since the rules of behaviour were
issued,most of them in 1942, there has been a tremendous incresse
in the number of Americen socldiers in the ETO. Iﬁquiriea of both
officers and anliatéd wen show that many do not know of the
Direotives which have been issued. lience, I recowmend that means
of implementing Fha Directives be considered.

I am informed that aboard ship lectures are given to
soldiers enrcute to the ET0 regarding their beshaviour in the ETU,
which deals not only with the different conditions they will find
but also the different attitude vn race of the British pecple as
contrasted with certain parts of the United States. This seems
to we necessary and admirable. I belleve that problems &5 cow-
plex end epotional as raciel relations are not always best hendled
by a frontal attack upon it. DBut most of the racial clashes have

been caused, as far as I have been able to learn, by troops recently
arrived in the United Kingdom. It might be well to re-examine

the lectures given aboard ship and prior to leaving the United

conrDENTIAL RESTRINTEN
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States so that soldiers will be less inclined to cause trouble
when they weet changed conditions in Britain.

' I have been permitted to see "A Welcome to Britainw,

the interesting film which is to be shown to all Anerican soldiers
in the ETO. The sequence dealing with the racisl situation in

whieh Gensral Lee and Burgess lLeredith are featured is excellent.
Indoctrination of this sort agoinst ignorsnce and osrejudice
cannot help being effective.

liany officers and enlisted men from the South are heartily
ashayed of the atiitude of sowe white Ameiican soldiers against
culorad'felluw spldiers. This body of opinion should be helped
and strengthened. It has. been wy aiPuriennaltnat tuv exPect the
best from a wan usunlly evokes thg best; while to expect the
worst usuaslly brings forth the worst. Some officers and enlisted
men, unfortunately, accept without guestion the essumption that the
majority of white Anericans are incurasbly higétad. The result has
been an evasion of tie problew involved and the adoption of
temporizing policles whicﬁ do wore herm then good. heference
will be made to some of these policies later in this report.

A impar£ani factor in the keeping down trouble nhas
been the remarkably fine behavior of an overwhelming wajority
of Negro troope. Ln virtuelly every place I visited, and in
virtually every conference I nave had with sritish people, ranging
frowm high offieisls to so-called couwmon people, thils ues been
ﬂmphaaized; There have been, of course, exceptions. bHut the

wajority of Negro troops-have won the esteew of the British



people not only for theuselves T he United States by their
behavior. In one town in' the iidlands, for exawple, the local
n%wnpupar published a laudetory article regarding a Negro truﬁk-
ing cowpany which nad been statlioned recently in thntltoun.

"io longer will we have to lewp into tie prass to escape
being run down" wus the tribute paid to the cunaiderufgness of
Wegro truck drivers as contrasted with that of white smerican
truck drivers who has been previously stotioned tuere.

One fuctor wiiich slhould Le wentioned is the fuct thut
the everage incowe of between 60y apd 70, of the British people
is E3/10 per week, which corresponis to the average wage of uany
legroes in the United States. an econocuic bond of sywpathy
appears to have been creuted tLereby. Ifegro scldiers Lave been
less prone to coument audibly in the presence of British people
upon the absence of radios, wuterobilce, bath tubs apd other
ﬁﬁcnanic&l devices 1rore common in the United Ztates than anong the
majority of British people. The mejority of white Auerican soldiers
are equally considerate. But it takes only a few with bad wenners
to speak disparagingly of the lack of convenlence in Great BEritaln
to label Juericans as being incounsiderate.

It is recoumended that Genersl Eisenhower's Directive
to abolish "off limdts" of towns, pubs and other areas, Le en-
forcgd in all parts of the uT0. In some instances Cowmanding
officers Lave violated these orvders. In otliers, LPs lave taken

it upon themselves to bar legl'oes from entering certain towns and

RESTRIGTED



places of publie accd
and dance nells, In others, LPa have berred white Americans Trom
such places., It has been my observation that wherever a Command-
ing Officer is of strong character and sees to it that any
trouble-ualer, irrespective of rsce, is punished prouptly and
justly for any aggression against cnother soldier there is & uini-
muwe of trouble in that! locality. Contrariwise, coumanding officers
who resfrt to tPa gxpedient of declaring places "off liuwits ur of
issuing passes for ."odd' snd "even" nights usually have situastions
in which there 1s confliet ‘or resentment on the part of soldiers
under their command, particularly colored soldiers.

It is wost unfortunate and humilisting thet the situation
reached such proporticns that the Eritish iHowe Office was forced to
issue & eireular letter to all chief 'Constables reminding them thet
it is not the policy of kis la jesty's Government that there be any
diseriminetion as regards the treatment of colored trcops and
WThat if the American service authorities decide to put certalin
ﬁluces out of bounds for their colored treops, such prohibition
can be effected only by means of an order lssued by the appropriate
Americen Army and Naval authorities. The police should not uake
themselves in any way responsible for tﬂa enforcement of such
orders."

An interesting observetion on the natter of towna ‘being
declared "off lindts" was made to ue by the coumﬂnﬁiﬁg Officer at
& unit I visited in the Eastern base Section. lie pointed out that

déolaring towns off l]ilii]ﬁus a discrininetion asgeainst wnite
Aol i Y,
CONFITTNTIAL
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soldiers in 1ts limilution of ti
could go. - The sLme disorimination has worked against colored
soldiers to a wuch greater extent. X |
I would like to point out tie aduirable gituation at
WElxinngrnusﬁ. There 18 tut one ied Cross Club there under the
direction of a Negro who is highly respected oy the officers and
men of the U. S. Army stationed there end by the townspeople.
Among the first American troops sent to wellingborough were
infantry soldiers, all of whom came Trom the deep South as did
the Coumanding Officer. The officer instructed his wen upon
arrival into town that they were no longer in the South and that
they wust accept copditions es they found them. ie gnphasized
that any person cauéing trouble would be prouptly punished. Ais &
result of the firm stand Le took there was no twuble st the outset
and & pattern of benavior was sstablished whleh had nade possible
tne elimination of all friction either between wiite and colored
goldlers in the street or in places of public accommodetion as
well as in the ked Cross Club. Tnis pattern cﬁn be wade to
work in all except rare cases, in my opinion. Firm action
in the rare cases by the proper authorities will lessen
repetition. Temporizing merely spreads the belief that the

patterns of racial behavior of the least advanced gections of the

United States shell be the rule for the ETO.

Absence of Negro officers of superior rank.
It is my information that, with possibly two exceptions,

there are no Negro officers in the ETO sbove the rank of captaln.

RSTRBAE
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This cuwmission hue affected not only the morale of soldiers but
glso the formetion of attitudes on the part of white soldiers
towards Negro soldiers. It would be helpful, elther by trimging
to the ETO gualified Negro officers of the renk of Colonel or
above or by prowotions in the ETO on the basis of qualificatioen,
or both wethods, to incresse the number of Negro officers,
gspecially in divisions dealing with murﬂlh,.such a3 Special

Services, and the liedical Corps and Public Lelations.

Combat troops.

Tt is unfortunate that only Negro service troops have
been sent to the ETO with the exception, so far as I know, of
several anti-airoraft units., Building airports in the cold,
rain and mud is as important in waging war as is flying bombers
from those sirports. So too, is unloading ships and handling
supplies. But as one well-educated Negro soldier said to ue in

East Anglia "It is hard to identify one's self with fighting a

war when all one does ia dig ditohes and lay concrete". The same
applies in greater or lssser 'degree to all 505 troops. The Negro
troops in the ETO, with virtually no exception, have little or
none of the excitamﬂnt or glamor of war necessary to ralse the
spirits and to give a sense of participation to men who engage
in waglng war.

It is suggested that consideratlion be given to bring=-
ing to the ETO, the 92nd or 93rd Divisions which have been in

training'in the United States for nearly two years or more. I

attach a special supplement of the Arizona Daily Star of
K

vl CONFIDENTHAL
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Tuecson, Ariz., deted December 25, 1943, devoted entirel
9znd Infantry Division. Bringing this Division to the ETO and
giving it ugpnrtunity to serve in the impending invesion would
enormously and immediately raise the morele of Negro S0S troops
in the BT0 and nelp give a new concept to white American troops
and to the world regarding the fipghting quality qf Megro troops.
Stories are being circulated, particularly in the Southern Base
Section, thht there are no Negro combat troops because "Negroes are
afrald to fight". It is no cholce of their's that only Negro
Service troops, with the exception noted above, have been sent to
the ETO. I .

It is recommended also thet Negroes béing trained in
the United States to fly medium bombers De brought to thé Eéo
when their training is completed. I would like elso to venture
the recomuendation that they be assigned to fly in non-segregated
units. It will be particularly hﬂlﬁful if the commanding offlicers
of such unit or units inﬁluﬁa southern C0's of wvislon end falrness.
Spreading of rumors rgggrding Negroes.

The spreading of falsehoods regarding colored soldiers
is, I realize, ﬂifficult to track down and correct. However, I
suggest that G-? look into this propaganda. It would be helpful
if intelligent Negroes are used in this effort. Appropriate
punishment of persons found gullty, with suitable publicity of
such puniahwmwent, would act as a deterrent. One Commanding Officer
said that Nazis were responsible for ﬁnﬂsa rumors. I have found

no evidence of tuls belng true. The ciroulation of such rumors
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is all the more harmful since it apparently is being done by
Americans, not in the pay of the enemy.

Fortunately, some Negro soldiers have taken these rumors
as a joke, but others are deeﬁly resentful. .
MPs

One of the most effective neans of' preventing inter-
racial friction, I have found, is having cne white ﬁnd one Negro
P patroling together, In some places there is complaint among
Negroes because only the white LP is armed. Where one 1s armed
the other ahnuid be also. However, I feel that no MPs should be
armed except when guarding payrolls. This would conform with the
British practice of bobbles end constables being unarmed, which
has been found effective. Some British people ‘have commented
that Americens must be difficult to manage becsuse the U. 5. Army

authorities find it necessary to arm thelr lPs.

Courts lartial.

Great unhappiness among Negro soldiers has resulted
because of thﬂirthaliaf that they are punished more quickly amd
more severely than white soldiers in Special and General Courts
Martial. None object to punishment to the full extent of the
law when guilty of violating the Articles of Wer. But they do
object to the severe penalties handed down to Hegroes, ineluding
a number of instances where Negro soldiers have been attacked by
white soldiers, in which cases the aggressors have elther been
permitted to go free or have been given light punishment, while

the attacked Negro soldlers were given heavy sentences for

'
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defending themselves. I 1 TED

At the Detention Training Center at Langport, I talked
alone and at' length with a nuybﬁr of the Negro prisoners. Since
I have not had opportunity to read the courts martial reuu?da I
cannot vouch for the accuracy of the statements made. But here
are & few cases related to me:

One Negro priscner, frcﬁ the Bronx, New York City, had
applied for paratroop duty, which ned been denied hiw. He wanted
combat duty instead of working in a Service Battellon. -After a
lengthy term of service in an Engineer Battalicn he became
disheartened and one night went out and got drgnk. He is now
gerving & six months' term for th?s single infraction of the rules.
Another Wegro soldler, from Ohio, serving in a Quartermaster
Battalion told me he is serving six months for missing bed check
once. Another from Worth Carclina was given gix months for
bucking a chow line. Another had been given six months for
mpistreatmsnt of & Government vehicle". He alleges that he drove
his truck to the side of the road to permit a British civilian car
to pass. The other car bumped into the truck, for which this seoldler
was tried in a Special Court and found guilty. In another case, &
soldler was awaiting trial in a guard house for goling AWOL to &
dance. He alleges that & Lieutenant entered the wess hall and
began esbusing and cursing the uen. When some of them protested
against being cursed all of the men had additional charéﬁa placed
against them. This soldier claims that he was not even in the

mess hall when the eplsode ocourred. itle was, however, glven six

theF{[jE?au that h&ﬂ
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months for golng AW



QDI

been placed amgainst him and the others by the Lieutenant, and a
third six months for telling the Court that the ATuy was "working
Negroes to death, taking their money (in fines) and giving them
time".

iy impression is that the men were telling the truth,
especially since I warned them that I would be unable to help
them unless they did tell me the truth. I sﬁggﬂat setting up a
Spaciai Board of Heview of Courts Martial cases, at least one
member of which would be & gqualified Negro lawyer. I recoumend
that there be brought to the ETO with.apprapriata rank for this
purpose an able 1aﬁysr, of the caliber of Judge William . Lastie,
forﬁar civilian aide to the Secretary of War, foruwer United States
Judge in tue Virgin Islands, and now Dean of the Lawdchool of
Howard University, Wasnlngton, D.C.; or of the type of Charles n._
Houston, practicing ettorney in washington, D.G.t veteran of
World War I, and Harvard Law Sclool graduate.

If neither of these men or one like theax is obtalneble
I have no doubt that thﬁre ere competent Negro lawyers awvailable
among the Negro troops now in the KETO.

The suthorities at Langport told me that the lmmate
pupulation of the institution the day I was there was 88l (701
white and 190 Negroes). That approximately 274 of the prisoners
were Negroes, when they constitute only 10% of the troops in the

ETO, is a disproportion which might well be looked into.
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Helations bestween Haﬁﬁa&lﬁjﬁm British pecple.

From conversations with all clesses of the British

 people and with officers end enlisted men, both white and Negro,
of the United Statesirwy this appears to be the most serious of
all issues., I do not profess to know the complete answer. Dut ir
the British people wish to invite American white soldiers into
their homes or to asscciate exclusively with them this 1is ubﬁiuusly
their own business. The sams principle obtains if they choose to
gssociate with Negro Americens. It is unfortunate thal many wlhiite
imericans believe that such relations sre exclusively on a sexual
basis with prostitutes. I have found innumerable instences of
British citizens wishing to associate and actually associating with
Negro Amerlicans En a basis of cowmon interests and tastes.
There is very considerable ill feeling agalnst the United States
because of some Americans attempting to dictate 1n the United
Kingdom the socisl relations of the British people. It is mani-
fest that much ill feeling will be left egainst Awericans if it
is not handled properly. F

Particulerly disturbing is the report that a reguest
has been uade by Americans to the Britlsh Government that ATS,
WHENS, WAAFS and other British female aruy or other units be
rorbldden to associate with colored Americans under penalty of
Severe Censure.

Instances whervein American white soldiers have attempted

to dietate the soccial behavior of the British people have occurred
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witﬁ alarming frequency. Here is an gxam@lu= The manager of an
Aero Club in the Eastern Base Section and a traveling accountant of
the American Ked Cross were driven to a hotel on a cold night
through the blackout from the camp at which they were working.
Because of the inclemency of the weather they asked that the Negro
driver be served a drink. The proprietor declined saying that
American officers had ordered him not to serve Negro socldlers on
penalty of their buycnttipa the hotel. A Negro Red Cross woman
worker joined the party at this point and was also refused service.
When the two white British men protested, an ﬁmaricﬁn Major curtly
told them in a loud woice: "If you insist on assccimsting with
colored people you must expect to be treated like ons."
Venereal disease.

Tied in with the British social problem is the report of
a higher v.d. rate among colored scldiers., This was explalined to
me in some measure by & highly-educseted soldlier in the ETO who
besides being & college graduate, had finished at the Graduate
School of the University of kichigan, his speclalty being mathe-
matics. He told me of hﬁving been invited, along with other
colored and white soldiers, for a dellightful evenlng at the home
of & distinguished British citizen. It was the only occcesion he
had had since arriving in the ETO to asscclate with cultured and
educated people with whom he was accustomed as in the Unlted States.
But the furore ralsed by some of the white soldiers in the viecinity

over the incident had .

the townspeople to be reluctant asbout
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entertaining colored rt:gﬁ];ﬁlﬂIEDresult is that the only

female cowpanionship tﬂa colored soldiers have ere the women one
meets in pubs, and yet they blame us for a high v.d. rate" he
said. :

I suggest there be attached to the 0ffice of.thﬂ Chief
Surgeon of the ETC at least one qualified Negro physiclan. A
very large percentage of the Negro soldiers in the ETO come, I
am informed, from the South, where instructions in sex, prophy-
laxis and hiyglene are meager, if non-existent, for white as
well as Negro Americans., Because of the intensity of the feeling
over associetion with white British people and American Negroes,
I am informed %hat Negro soldiers are reluctant to reveal contacts
which mey be sources of infection. A competent Negro member on
the staff of the Chief Surgeon could aid materlally in attacking
this problem.

Proposed lectures by Americans to British troops.

I understand that, in response to requests from the RAF
and cther British uhits wanting %to know about conditions in
America, a plan is being considered to exchange lecturers betwean
Anerican ahd British troops. Properly handled, this seems a most
valuable idea in so far as time and the exigencies of war will allow.
T wish to utter a word of warning, however, in the selection of
Americans who lecture to the British troops and ecivilian population.
Since this questicn of race is of importance to Great Britain,

with her problems in Indie, Burma, Africa, the West Indies
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and other parts of the world, extreme cure should be

exercised in selecting Americans wio are intelligent on the
American race problem and the global one as well. |I recommend
that qualified members of the armed services be included among
those selected to speak not only on the race problem but on America
as & whole. Excellent results have been achieved in bringing to
the U.K. distinguished Americans like Dr. Largaret Mead, Dr. lenry
Sloan Coffin and Dr. Robert Lynd. If the practice of bringling
such authorities to the U.K. and other theaters of operatlion

is to be continued, I suggest that competent Negro authorities

be included.’

Entertainment of troopsS.

I have found only ungualified enthusiasu for the per-
{formances given at the Hoyal Albert Hell in London and in cther
cities of the United Kingdom by the Army Negro Chorus orgenized
by Chaplain Perkins, as well as of the Negroes in Irving Berlin's
nThis Is The Army". Wanile Negro entertainment, by itself, cannot
solve the complex problems of race in the ETO, I believe 1t hés
gdded considerably to greater understanding between white and
golored people, and it would palp 1ift the morale of Negro troops
if more Negro actors and singers were brought to the ETO.

Paternalistic attitude.

The number of officers and enlisted men dpenly hostile
to Negro troops 1s relatively suwell. But quickly destructive of
morele is the outstend ing paternalistic attitude of e great

CONFISENTHAL ‘RESI v
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useless and dangerous.
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percentage of white officers and enlisted men.. "Phis is nore
resented by both wéll-edLnatsd and less-educated Negroes than
1s open antagonism. They resent being treated as "boys". 4,
glaring example of this is a wemoramdum sent last July to
Comumnding Officers of coloreu troops in wiilch sueh statewents

are made as:

"That colored soldiers are ekin to well-meaning
but irresponsible children. 4s such they have to be
glven the best possible care by their officers and at
the seame time be subjected to rigid dilscipline.
Generally they cannot be trusted to tell the truth,
to execute complicated orders or to act on their own
iniative except in certain individual cases.

"That among the peculler churacteristics of the
colored race - ... influences such as excitement, fear,
religion, dope, ligquor, or tlhe eccouplishment of
something without their usual sphere, tuhsy indi-
vidually or collectively can change forw with amezing
rapidity frow a timid or bashful individual to brazen
boldness or medness or become hysterical ... The
colored individual likes to 'doll up', strut, breg and
show off. He likes to be distinetive and stand out
from the-pthers. Everything possible should be used
to encourage this. Tor exawple, know their names and
occasionally call a man 'Corporal John' in place of
'"Corporal Smith'.

"In the selecticn of NCOs the real black bosses
should be picked rather than the lighter 'smart boy'."

The meworandum in question centains some good points but

they are negated by the type of paragraph gucted above, as well

jolntly in liberty trucks. Such rules to we appear to be both

which is about as dangerous o Jjob in warfare as actual cowbat.

load these men in separate trucks after they have worked sll day

CONFIDENTIAL RESTRICTED

as by such instructions as never to carry white and colored troops

I have seen white and colored msn working

together in complete amity, checking tLe fuses on 155 w.m. shells,

To
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tugetlier needlessly euphasizes seperation and segrepction. ag
far as is humanly possible, under the stress of war conditions,
officers assigned to gerve with colored or uized units should ba
of sufficient intelligence and sensitiveness to evold putronizirg

[
ettitudes, not only becauseé they are instructed to du{ﬁg’hut

pecause they have within themselves respect for humsn personality -
irrespective of the color of the skin.

I reconmend abandomuent of the clichie that soutlern white
officers are beat for Nepro troops becouse only they "understand®
Wegroes, In saying this, I do not advocate the policy of
never assigning wniée southern officers to Negro troops any
uiore than I would subseribe to the doctrine that bescause an
officer couwes from the lorth he is therefore free from prejudice.
teither of tnes; is.true. Officers, both white and colored, to
serve with dolored or nixed troops should be chosen on the basis
of their professional gqualifications and their intelligence on
the racisl issue.

An iumportant factor to be considered in this connectlon
is that the educaticnal eand econouwiec standards in the South for
both whites and Negroes are considerably below the average for the
United Stetes as a whole. According to the United States DBureau
of Education the everapge per capita expenditure in 18 southern
States for the education of white children is 44 annually and

thet for Negro children §l2, as contrasted with the average for the

country as a whole of ﬂﬁpfbximatuly Y150 annually.

YWe must smmiwmme pattern of raciasl
Y,
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IeaLGBTtEﬁDprﬂuticas and standards in

the ET0. We should Yollow the puttern of the wost enliphtened

benhavior of such State

Stetes and of Great Britein in tnls wmatter.

Because virtually all Negro troops in ETO are 305
troops it is more dirficult to publicize tueir work than that
of combat troops. However, I belleve that more publicity can

and should be given to Negro troops in The Stars and Stripes,

Yank, in newsreels and other media of publiclty. The bringlng
in of Negro combat troops and Air Force units will grestly
facilitate this publieity. Such publicity should not be the slap-
stick variety and should be formulasted along the same lines given
to white service and combat units., I em pleased to note that a
Negro has reécently been added to the staff of Ihe Stars and
Stripes,

By confining Negro troops to the lower, plebelan type
of participation in the war, they have little of the glawor .apd
excitement which other troeps enjoy and which stimulate them to
greater effort. 'The right kind of publieity will help give Negro
troops this necessary’ sense of participation and improve the atti-
tude of white troops towards them.
Trein (8] ezroes in combat.

It appears to me imperative that refresher courses be
glven to Negro Service troops in the use of firearms, wachlne
guns and other weapons. lany of these Supply troops will closely
follow the assault waves of invasion. They will be under fire and

subject to as great danger as thd assault troops. They need to be




made competent in the use of weapons,' not only to protect

supplies and themselves but to enable them to do their part in
| i

the trying days wnen we invade the Continent. In only cne of

the units I visited did I learn of refresher courses belng given.

I was told in this camp that although two days a week had been
set aside for such training, the instruction given was only half-
hearted and superficisl.

The American hed Cross.

In many respects the American Red Cross 1ls doing a
superlative job in the ETO. But in certain respects it has mani-
fested a willingness to submit to the least advanced attitude
on race. In the matter of segregation of blood plaswa it has
given the excuse that it is following the U.S5. Army pattern of
segregation. Also the "white™ and "Negro"™ clubs in meny areas
have not only introduced the American pattq}ﬂ of segregation into
British coumunities but have denied white end colored scldiers
the opportunity of fraternizing and learning to know each other
as fellow Amerlcans under admirable clroumstances. iTha excellent
job done in places like Wellingborough where white and Negro,
northern and southern, scldiers have learned to get along together
with each other at the one AKC club, should be the pettern in all
AHC clubs.

But I would like to go beyond the guestion of recial
relations qitn respect to these clubs. I recowmend that con-

sideration by the U.S. Army and the Americen hLed Cross be given

- AL
EO TTHEA)




to jolning with the ﬁ'gﬁ;rmcol-ngﬂlliea to open United

Netions centeens vhich would be used by allied coldédlers of all
nationalities. ﬁhiﬂ will peruit @ritish soldiers to know
Americen soldiers; Australlans nu-knaw Cenadians; Polisn soldiers
to know Free French scldiers. I believe this would contribute
immeasurably, if handled wisely, towards the elimination of mis-
conceptions about ?ach other among scldiers of various courries,
creeds and races. If this plan 1s not workable now I would
certainly recopmend it for iuwplewmentstion when the U.K. becomes
an evacuation Theater after the invesion has been launched.

subassador Winant explained to me that much of the
woney for the operation of these clubs was given by American
people for the use of their own scldiers and that this is one of
the logical reasons why the use of the club 1= conflined to those
wearing the American uniform. But there is qlsn the conslideration
that the hsd*ﬂrosé hes taken over wore than 10U of the heotels end
buildings in the U.X. - with this and other costs being charged
against lend-lease. This ralses a quastiun which mey conceivably
later injure Anglo-American relations. But even if that does
not happen, the Hed Cross is losing & golden opportunity by limit-
ing its services to Amerlicans.

The jolnt informel United States Army end American Hed

Cross committee, appolnted at the suggestion dof Ambsssador Winant,

offers possibilities for real service in attacking these problems,

especially if the co ttee is given suthority to act und

'
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function effectively.
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I wish to express gratitude to Captain kiax K. Gilstrap,
who arranged the tour and accompenied me on &. His deep interest
in the subject and his wide experience were of immense valua., I
wish dlao_tn express appreclation for the aild given us in the
Hastern Base Section by Lieutenant Kobert Dehler, PRO, EES; to
Major Rodney Manson, of Port Intelligence, WBS; eand to Liesutenants

Gordon J. Berger ahd Wellington C. Parker of SBS. Each of these

persons accompanied Captain Gilstrap and myself in his respective

Bage Section.

I arrived in the BT0 January 3, 1944. After spending two
weeks in London snd viecinity conferring with officiels of the U. 5,
Arny, the American Embassy, the. 0fflice of War Information, the
Sritish Ministry of Informeation, the American Red Cross and other

agencies, as well as individuals, I visited between January 18

and February &, 1944, the camps and other installations in the

three Base Sections on which the foregoing observations are based.

( 'Raamctfun; submitted,

WALTER WHITE

BERTRTED e e
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Febrary 24, 1944

Dear Mr. # hite;

I wm very zuch interested to have your
letter and | appreciste your writiog, I sa
80 glad you [ind things batter &nd J will
share your repoct,when it comes,with the
President.

T will look forward to lwaring about
your trip when you return,

Gocd luck,

Sincerely yours,

M., Walter White
APO BET7
Care Postmaster NYC -
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
x-v;h | AMERICAN EMBASSY
P LONDOMN
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13 February 1944

Dear Mrs. hoosevelt:

T have had an exceedlngly busy
five wesks here in wihieh I have seen gnd learned
a8 great deal. I believe conditions are much’
better than when you were here, though there are
a great many things which are disturbing and need
correction. The most hopeful aspect, however, is
thet there is a very real will to correct these
conditions on the part of the top officials like
Generals cisenhower and Lee am Ambassador Winant.

Herbert Agar, C. D. Jackson and
others at OWI have also been most kind and helpful.

I have been requested to make =z

. report on wmwy observations to the Army and Zmbassy

officials and am, of course, doing so. I shall
send you a copy of the report, whiech I would ap-
preciate your sharing with the President. I shall
return to the United States early in hay and would
then like to talk with you and the President about
things I have seen or will see in the varlous
Theaters of Operation.

I was very much interested in read=-
ing in the London papers thet you are planning to
visit United States troops in the Caribbean. Because
I have found that the time I allotted to the trip
is not sufficient to do & thorough jobs I am turning



beck at Iran and shall try to put India, China'
end hussis on my Pacific trip, on which I plan
to leave the States around the fiirst of July.
It is uwy plan also 'to stop off for a bit in the
Caribbean as I shall be returning via Brazil.

Cordially,

Mra. Franklin D, Roosevelt,
White House, .
Washington, D. C.
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M. Walter Fhite May 5, 1944 5,0 N
HAACP l >\
69 Fifth Avenus f

New York, NH.T.

Mra, Roccevelt away tenth. Could you come to apartment
29 Washington Square West at six pm en elghth?

Malvina Thompson
Sacretary to ¥rs, Hoosevelt
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May 3, 1944

0,

Ur. Leslie Perry from MNr.

MISS THOMPSON :

Waltar White's office called to say
that Mr. White would mppreciate it if
he could see Mrs. Roosevelt on May 8th,
at 6:30 p.m.
He hae a board meeting that
day which will last until 6 psm. and since
it ia the first one he has attended in thraee

montha he does not feel he should miaas !.-t...

Ur., Perry's telsphone number

is National 5T754.

@ J 1) VA
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WUX NEWYORK NY MAY 2 1944 1212P

MALVINA C THOMPSON SECRETARY TO MRS ROOSEVELT

THE WHITE HOUSE WASHINGTON DC
REGRET CREATLY MUST BE IN CHICAGO MAY FOURTH THROUGH SEVENTH
WILL BE IN NEW YORK MAY EIGHTH AND IN WASHINGTON MAY TENTH
WOULD EITHER BE POSSIBLE FOR MRS RDGSEHELT MOST GRATERUL FCR
COMMENT ON MY REPORT W e fl”

x e SR A
WALTER WHITE. Y L J b



NIGT LETTER

May 1, 1944

Mr. Walter White

National Asscciation for the
Advancement of Colorsd People
69 Fifth Avenus

How York, New York

Mra. Roosevelt could not go to New York becausa of the death of

Secretary Knox. She could see you here bafora Friday or in New

York on seventh, She liked your report and thought very fair and
abjective. :

MALVINA C. THOMPSON
Sacretary to
Mra. Roocsavelt



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

april 27, 1944

#ias Thompson:

My, VWhite says he is poing to be in
Hew York tomorrow - Friday - through Tuesday next
week and he woula llke to ses Urs. foosevelt Lhere
if possible.
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Mr. Walter White

. National umuim for the
Advancement of Colored Feople,
69 FPifth Avenue,

Hew York, New York.

| Mrs. Roosevelt will be here until Friday night and glad to
. see you stop Sending report to President.

Malvina C. Thompason
Secretary to

Mirs. Roosevelt.

Cw—e
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%ill you be good enough to shure this report, el-
so, with the President and to sey to hin that 1T he
wishes Lo discuss any of the netters referred to in
the reports, or any other natter relating to thao
situation in the countries where I have been, I will,
of course, he happy to do so. ©Decause of the short-
ness of tine, I had to forego visits to Drazil und
tn the Ceribbean. I hope to include these on 8 luter
trip., liy next one will Le to the VYacific on which I
hope, nlso, to visit Chinu, Indis, lussla, and the
lliddle Zast provided the Vor Department approves.

o

.‘5

Dear lirs. loosevelt: J\»{d
e

Here i ny report
ons in North Africe, Itwly and LEgypt.

e with respect to the Zuropean Yheutre of Op
tidns have been put into effect, I will come to
shington this week for conferences with the War
epartient.

With eordiel personel greetings.

ey %

|
Jecretary.

Lrs, Eleenor Hoosevelt
The White liouse
Weshington, L. C.

Wil s DW

N



Nay 15, 19%L.

Dear Mr, fhite: |
Thank you for the copy of yoar
report to the War Department and the re-
port to the Board of Directors.
I an returning the British
report as 1 tind I have another copy.
Very sincerely yours,

Mr. Talter hite

National Association for

the SBdvancenent of Colored freople
69 Fifth Avenue

New York (3), New York.

00
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Vay 9, 1944

My dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Mr. White msked me to send you
his report to the War Department sent from
England and alsc a copy of what he reported
yesterday to cwr Board of Directors on later
d.ﬂvalapmn.ntﬂ.

These are enclosed herewith,

Eincera ly ynura ’

2 et A

Sﬂcmtary to Mr. White
Mra. Eleanor Hoosevelt -
29 Washington Egquare A /{_L
New York City ] {1



May B, 1944

MEMORANTAIM FROM THE SECHETARY TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
The following results have taken place, to date, on the
Secretary'as recommendations to the War Department on his obserwva-

tions in ETOUSA, MATOUSA, Italy and USATIVE:

1. A very large unit of Wegro combat troops (92nd Divisionn)
willl be sent to the Furopean Theatre of Operations,

2. Declslon to convert the 2nd Cavalry Divislon from combat
to service status 1s to be partlally reversed, Some g
particularly artillery and reconnaisssnce units, are to be
reconstituted as combat units, The policy of converting
Negro combat to service units 1s to be stopped,

3. The 99th Pursult Squadron is to be retalned ss a part

of the 79th Pursult COroup, partly on the basis of the fact
thet 1t is being shifted from P40's to P47'a, OGeneral Eskers
has recommended Lleutenant-Colonel Benjamin 0, Davis, Jr.,

to be made a Prigadier-teneral to comménd & Wing which will
inelude white squadrons,

4. General John C, H, Lee, Deputy Theatre Commander of
FTNUSA, has had printed 200,000 coples in England of the
"Command of Negro Troops™ which hes recently been issued
by the War Department,

S. A speclal film unlt, of which Ceneral Benjamin 0. Davis,Br.,

wlll be an advlser and of which Carlton Moss, who was as-

soclated with Frank Capra In the making of "The Negro Soldier",

will serve as technlcal adviser, 1s being sent to ETOUSA to
take plctures of Megroes in the invesion of the Bontinent,
Other film units will be sent to other Theatres of Operations
where Negroes are aerving,

6. The Mrale and Special Services Divisions of the Army are
concentrating on shipboard lectures on race to white troopa
proceeding overseas,

7. The War Department conflrms the issuance by General
Flsenhower of orders prohibiting the establishment of

"off 1limita" of towns or sections of towna in ETOUSA on the
basla of race, Ambasssdor Winant informed the Secratary
that the Embassy had been uttempting thils for two years
and that had the Secretary's trip produced nothing but the
issuance of thls order 1t would have been worth while, The
Secretary found this the chief grievance of colored
soldiers as well as of many white ones,



ir-

8. The War Department informs the Secretary that tharH]
promlse made by the American High Command In ETOUSA to
have white and colored MP's patrol in pairs has been
kept and this method of patrol has been inatituted
throughout RTNUSA,

9, The dnsulting paternalistic order iasued by the

then Colonel Plank, now BrigediereGenersl Plank was
ordered withdrawn and all coples deatroyed, The

Secretary does not know the nature of the rebuke given to
feneral Flank but was informed that such & rebuke had besn
glven and wgs mssured thers would be no repetition of such
order by Generasl Plank or any othar officer,

10, An effqrt 1s belng made to arrange to have colored
artists go overseas to entertain troops, Miss Lena Horne

is shortly to leave for overseas,/ as the first,

11, No report has hesn recelved by the Wer Department
a8 yet on the recommendation of the BSecretary that a
speclal review board to include & highly qualified
Negro such as Judge Hastle or Hr. Houston, sultabily
commissioned, be appointed to review courts martial
sentences In BTOUSA. But befors the Secretarr laft
England, by order of general Lee, Ganeral "
Inspector General of FTOUSA, ordered an Investipation of
all cases of apparent dlserimination, The Eacratary
conferred with Caneral and afterwards with
each of the three colonels who were directed by General
Lo Investigate the charges snd to recomuend
corrective action, each colenel having been assigned to
covar one of the three base sections, {

12, An intelligent Negro s88rgoagnt was put on the staff
of Btars and Stripes before the Secretary left Englund,
Sergeant WNorrlson 18 an able and intelllipgent writer,
Several of his stories appeared in Stars and Strines

prior to the Secretary's departure Trom and, It i=s
hoped that both Stars and ctripes and Yank will carry

an Inereased amount of Informatlon abouf The work of Kagro
tr‘ﬁﬁpﬂ-o

13. An order meEx isasued by a British officer for confidential
i1saue to senlor officers of the Army, the RAF, the ATS and

the WAAF edvising Britlsh soldiers to avold public assocla-
tlon with American Negro soldiers because it gives offense

to certain Americans hgs been formally placed by the

Secretary before the Jolnt Anglo-American Military Civilian
Board of which Mr. Winant, Mr. Bden and others of equel

rank are membars, The Secretary requested that the order

be reacinded by requeat of the americen Military authorities,

14.Cable to Colonel Jook ﬂnwrﬂnce:



he 7

"COULD SUGATNSTTION BE TACTFULLY MADE CORRESPONIWNTS INCLUDE
l

COVERA T, ANY OUTSTANDING WORK TFIRING INVASION BY VECRO ENCINEFR,
QUARTFRIASTER, COMPAT OR OTIER TROOP32"



uay l&, 1944

Dear Mr.Thita;

Ura, Roosewvelt would &

ppreciste your advies
as to what she oun do

ahout the enclesad letter,

Sincerely yours,

Jearetary to
Nea. Accaevelt

Mr. Walter "hite
MAACP

89 Fifth Avenuas
New York, New York
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My gratitude 1s greater than I am

Hortford, Conn Or. Allan F. Jacksos
Ihaga, M. T. Mojor Robard E, Tramon
Hawark, M, I, Groce B. Fenderson
Huw Tork Litlian A, A

DOv. Allan Knl mg g
b iga L'.ulhbn::‘r

Thuraday night,

Hon, Hqur:I Dalany
alconar

L :S.Gunrmr
n Hommend

éh. Jﬁn m-rﬂlulolm"

Ur Q. Ciay Mawswsll

l'l'h
! F a i)
v, Jiel mad H.

okinion

Teaay

Dr. Lowis T, Wiright
Horthampbon, Ma. Pred, 5. Falph Harlow
Cilaboma City

e Foscos Dunine

- ! & Martin
o 'EMHHIW
Richmand, Ve, Dr. J M. Tinaksy
51, Lewia Sidney B Redmond
Topska, KEong. Han. Arthur Coppar
Waikinglan ‘Willliom H.

Hauile
Dr. Hizcheth Yoles 'Wabk
HATICHAL LEGAL COMMITTEE

The White Houae
Washington, D. C.

Willlam H. Haatle, Woshingion, Choirmos

Atlesle AL T, Walden
Baskalay, Calil, Walter A, Gordon
Charlaston, W.¥a. 1. G.‘r:vlwlu
Chicage Irwin €, Malil
Clathnnatl Thacdors M. Berry W : /R
Clavelard William T, McKsighi
Dallas, Tanss W. L Derhom
Erin, Pa, ‘Willless F. likg
Lot Angeles Thomen L. Geiffih, Jr. ;
Lewlavllla Charles W, Asderien
Madiea, Wi Llgyd Garrison
Mokwille, Tenn L. Alsnonder Looby
Haw Tork Duml.d

b ™ H

R G
Fitkwigh Fomar 5, Brows
Tulsm, Olla. Amoa T. Hall

', Laval
til-n. I

Wilmington, Dal,  Lowis L Reddisg

Mra. White, Jane and Pidge join

Secra

Mrs,Eleanor Roosavelt

able to express for the things you =sald
about the N.A.A.C.P.and myself at the Dinner
All T can do 18 to say
"Thank ¥You" and trust that you will read into

it the extent of my apprecilaticon in which

P.8, = Your letter and that of the
President in the book which waa
presented to me were magnificent,

May I thank you for yours,

I will

wrlte to thank him alao. - WW

WARTIME CONFERENCE—Chicago, lllinois—July 12-18, 1944



Hyde Park, H.Y.
June 17, 1044

ﬁfﬂﬁi?rﬂft'
Dear Mr. Whitel ti,if

I talked to the Preaident and ﬁ’#/#
he will be glad to see you and General Watson
will make the nppuintuuni with you.
The President feels that yom
should not make & point of coming out as &
mninority group for the Japaness hut as
each cnae arises in A community, the colored
people should tnke their atand with the
forces in the community that are for propear
and kindly treatment.

Very sinoerely yours,
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isy dear General Yatson:

Aubr H. HumyEy
LEsLik PLRRY
Framx 0.

AEEVESR jom
ADMINISTRATIVE ASd

/0

TOUTH SECRETART

WASHINGTON BUREAU

lirs. Dennison of your office told me when I
called lLier from Chieago yesterday that the usppolnt-
ment with the Iresident would be nade within the

next ten days.

I ou avalilable snytine with the

exception of Thursday, June 29th, when I huve 8
meeting here in ilew York, up to July 5th when I
leave for speaking engagements in the illddle lest

on which 1 shull be gone until July

20th or 21st.

With kindest personal regards.

Lver si cﬂrTy,
|'

\

o
i I i - _
o bastealy bt

# !

1 -
% !
i

‘l

Secrotary.

llaJor General Zdwin Watson
The White llouse
Washington,

Di c.

s DM

\

WARTIME COMNFEREMCE—Chicage, linais—July 12-16, 1944
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d "T fune TPth, ‘1044

Dean lirs. Ronsevelt!

I have delnyed anavering vour 1etter
of June 17th, because I had honed by this tirs
that the annointrient wit' the Fresident vould
have heen wonde, I want jou to know the natdon
whieh I have taken in comnliance with your sue-
pestion that I arrenpe the annolnt ent thrauprh
Genernl Wintson.

L telenhoned Genernl Wntson on June 0Ll
vhen your letter was received. I asked 11 tle
anpolntient eould be arranged on June £3rd, vlen
I vould he returning from annearsncera with a
comittee hefore the RAenublicern Platfori Couvittee,
Gfenernl Vatson'e office rsted e to Leleshone
fron Chicago on the Plet which I Aid, I wes then
neked te eall apain the next dry, I vas then |
told that the Preeident veuld he nhle to see un
wlthiin the nevt ten’' davs.

On returning %o Vew York on June ° rd,

I vrote General Wateon Inforidine Tip that I conlda
arie to Washinpuon f'or the annnint ent rFny day un
to July 4th, vihen 1 lenve ror Wiseonsin nne Chicapo
frow vhich trin I ehnll not return until nfter oun
rorilttes hns anpenred hefore the Dejoerntic Platg-

Tori Committer,

I wake this renort to you' so-t nt you
nay nowv that I have nnde every affort o sorply
with your renuest, Thank you wery much indesd
for all you Linve done,

Ever sincerely

Yalter hite



June 27, 1944,

My dear Mr. White:

Urs. Hoosevelt has asked me
to thank you for your letter of June
20th.

Ursa. Roomevelt was interested
Lo see the statement which accompanied
your letter and appreciates your thought-
fulneas in sending it to her.

Very sincerely yours,

Secrotary to
Urs. Hoosevelt,

Mr. Wolter White

NHational Assoclation for the
Advancepent of Colored Peopls
69 F Avenus

¥ew York (3), New York,

57
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Dear Mrs. Roosevelt:

Thank you for your letter of June 17.
I am getting in touch Wl th General Watson to ar-
range the appointment with the President.

At the moment I am awalting word on
when the Republican Platform Committee will hear

Fells Villege, Cona. Or. William Alisa Heson g dg) egation of whieh I am a member and which was
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appointed here on Saturday. The N.A.A.C .F. in-
vited the twenty-five ma jor Negro organizations to
meet here in New York to draft a composite state-
'ment on what the Negro asks of the Republican and
Democratic parties. I enclose a copy of the state-
ment. We alsc proposed that instead of each organi-
.zatlon asking to be heard by the Flatform Committees
that a small committes be selected to speak on be-
helf of all twenty-five groups which have a total
membership of six and one-helf million.

We plan also to publish the statement in
the New York Times, the Fittsburgh Courier, the
Chicago Sun, the Baltimore Afro-Americen and the
Chicago Defender.

I was immensely impressed with the unanimity
of opinion among the organization repressntatives.
There was no disagresment on princl ple and little
the form of presentation. It is our hope that the
Platform Committess will understand the significance
of a comnmittee speaking for so large a number of

Negro voters.
t::in arely,

Secratary.

A
W T

Mrs. Eleanor Roosavelt
White House
Washington, D. C.

WiWiee
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A DECLARATION BHY NEORO VOTERS
: Y

In the coming November election, the Negro voter will Judpge
politiecsl partles, es well as candidates, by thelr words and deeds
ag to whether they show a determination to work for full citizemship
status for thirteen million American Hogroes and to better the lot of
all disadventeged peoples. Political partles and candidetes that
seck the votes of Negroes must be committed to the wholehearted
prosecution of the war to total victory, must agree to the elimina=-
tion of the poll tux'.by Aot of Congress, the passage of enti-lynch-
ing legislation, the unsegregated intogration of Kegroes into the
armed forces, the establishment of & permanent federal copnittiee on
ralr employuent practices, and a forelgn polley of interpsticnal
cooperation that promotes pocnomic end political security fer all
peoples,

The vetes of Negroes cennot be purchased by distributing money
to and through party hocks. They cannot ke won by polnting to Jabs
glven & few individual Hegroes, although the recognition of the Kegro
as an integral part of the body politic through the sslection ar.
qualified Megroes for appaintive or clective effices is included emong
the Negro's demands. MNegroes 8re na longer persusded by mesningless
generalities in party platforms which are promptly forgotten on
election day.

' Megroes no longor belong Lo ony one political party. They will
wote for men end messures, MNegro vaters played an impartant part in
the election of & Negro Communist to the New York City Council, a
Negro Republicen ss Judge in the same community, o Demooratic Mayor
tn gleveland, & Ropublican Governar in Kentucky, ond in cooperation
with organized labor and Sther progroessive forees, in tho wlgnﬂrnwul
and defeat of hostllc congressmen in Alabsma, Texes and Californis,
Public officers who have nat made 8 record of llberal ond dopscratic
action may expect Negroes to help remave them fron office, If their
sucoesaocrs ore no bettar, they may wxpect the some fate at the next
aleotion., Far if Hegroos 4o not alweys find a satlafoctory condidnto
to support, they can and will eontinue to help renove unsntis;un:ary
afficinls untll truly dchooratle foroes shall come lnto pawer,

The undersigned are officers of churoh, fraternal, lnhor; eivic
n?d sducetional organizatizsns with a totel mepbershlp of more than
6,500,000, We recommond to the menberahlp of our reapectlve organ-
{zatisns and all other voters that they meaourc all eppeals far their
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