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d’es Guix sea un excelente candidato para su

recuperacién. El Servei de Proteccié
d’Especies del Govern de les Illes Balears ya

ha previsto su limpieza e impermeabilizacién,
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RESUMEN: En el presente escrito se reporta un evento de depredacién hacia la culebra Conophis

vittatus y al mismo tiempo se registra una presa nueva como parte de la dieta de este ofidio,

incrementando asi la informacién existente sobre la historia natural de esta especie.

Conophis vittatus is an endemic terrestrial
snake of México. This snake can be found in
the humid environments of the Mexican
Pacific West Coast, from Nayarit to Chiapas
(Ramirez, 1994). The scientific literature reports
that C. vittatus predates mainly on lizards

belonging to the genus Aspidoscelis and
Sceloporus (Garcia & Ceballos, 1994), but detailed
information related to its natural history is
currently unavailable.

We report an observation related to the diet
and mortality of C. vittatus. The observation
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Flgurc 1. C vittatus w1thout head found in the middle of the road.

Figura 1. Ejemplar de C. vittatus encontrado sin cabeza en medio del camino.

was done during field work with snakes
throughout the dry season of 2007 in the tro-
pical dry forest of Chamela, Jalisco, México
(19° N /105° W). On 13 April 2007 (12:00 h),
when we walked along a road in the interior of
the forest, we saw an adult snake decapitated in
the middle of the road (Figure 1). The snake
was apparently killed by a predator, probably a
bird, because the snake was decapitated and
had some broken bones at the middle of the
body, in a similar pattern of snakes seen preda-
ted by birds (Duval ez al, 2006). When we approa-
ched the snake, we perceived a big bulge in its
stomach, so we dissected it and found the
lizard Ameiva undulata partially digested
(Figure 2). To the best of our knowledge, this is
the first report of C. vittatus being predated in
this way and also represents the first report of
A. undulata as a part of the diet of C. vittatus.
The observation reported here suggests us
that a snake with a big bulge in the stomach
could be more susceptible to be predated rather
than snakes with no evident prey in their body.
In this sense, literature reports that snakes show
a decrement in their locomotor speed when they

have a full stomach and this fact will increase the
risk of being predated (Garland & Arnold, 1983; Ford
& Shuttlesworth, 1986). In this case, we did not see
if the predatory event occurred soon after the
snake ate the lizard, and how the bird predator
took the snake, but the available evidence sug-
gests that impaired locomotion could play an
important role against the snake in this preda-
tory event. However, we do not exclude the
possibility that the snake was killed by a human
and not by a bird or any other vertebrate, but
according to our experience in the study area,
the presence of humans in this particular zone is
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Flgure 2 A vcntral view of the snake and the prey
A. undulata.
Figura 2. Visién ventral de la serpiente y la presa
A. undulata.
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not common, and the people who occasionally
visit the zone are field biologists, who work with
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La culebra de herradura, Hemorrhois
hippocrepis, es un ofidio distribuido por el
Mediterrineo occidental. En la Peninsula Ibérica
se localiza en parte de la regién mediterrdnea,
siendo escasa o ausente en amplias zonas del cen-
tro peninsular. Habita zonas pedregosas y acci-
dentadas, dominadas por estructuras verticales,
como pedregales, muros o drboles, por los cuales
trepa con facilidad (Pleguezuelos & Feriche, 2002).
La salamanquesa comun, Zarentola mauritanica,
presenta una distribucién circunmediterrinea y
habita gran parte del drea mediterrdnea ibérica,
estando también introducida en el norte penin-
sular. Es un geconido’ trepador que habita
roquedos, troncos de drboles o construcciones
humanas (Hédar, 2002).

El 16 de noviembre de 2010, sobre las 15:00
h, observamos una depredacién fallida por parte
de un ejemplar juvenil de H. hippocrepis sobre un

individuo de 7. mauritanica (Figura 1). La obser-
vacién se produjo en un pinar sombrio y relativa-
mente himedo rodeado por grandes extensiones
de olivos en la localidad de Benacazén, Sevilla, en
el valle del rio Guadalquivir.

La observacién se inicié cuando la culebra
sujetaba la pata derecha anterior de la salaman-
quesa mientras ésta le mordia la cabeza.
Considerando que la longitud media de cabe-
za 'y cuerpo de un adulto de 7. mauritanica es
80 mm (Salvador, 2002; datos propios no publi-
cados), se estim6 la longitud total de esta cule-
bra en 600 mm, lo que se corresponde a un
individuo juvenil de H. hippocrepis (Feriche,
2004). Una posible explicacién de este fenéme-
no es que la culebra habria trepado por el tron-
co capturando a la salamanquesa por su pata
anterior derecha, y ésta, para defenderse,
habria mordido la cabeza de la culebra.



