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Abstract. A new genus and species of boid snake, Paraplatyspondylia batesi gen. et sp. 
nov., is described from the Rodent and Mammal Beds of the Totland Bay Member, MP17 
(Headon Hill Formation) of Hordle Cliff, Hampshire (Upper Eocene), England. The new 
genus appears to be related to the genus Platyspondylia RAGE, 1974 from the Upper Eo­
cene and Oligocene of the Phosphorites of Quercy, France. Paraplatyspondylia shares the 
flattened vertebral neural arch condition as well as several other trenchant characters with 
Platyspondylia. But Paraplatyspondylia differs from Platyspondylia lepta RAGE, 1974 in 
having a lower and longer neural spine that extends onto the base of the zygosphene, and 
from P. lepta and P. sudrei RAGE, 1988 in the more anteriorly constricted neural spine, the 
truncated free edges of the prezygapophyses, and the deep cavities on either side of the 
cotyle.
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I. INTRODUCTION

Milner et al. (1982) and M ilner (1986) presented a preliminary list of snakes from the Upper 
Eocene of Hampshire and the of Isle Wight, England. Nine of the eleven taxa reported by MlLNER 
(1986) were not identified to the specific level. In 1991 and 1992 D. L. Harrison sieved large quanti­
ties of sediment from a horizon at Hordle Cliff, Hampshire, referred to as the Rodent Bed (MILNER 
et al. 1982). This horizon yielded the remains of a unique genus of diminutive boid snake (HOLMAN 
1996a). Further collecting at the Rodent Bed as well as the Mammal Bed (see CRAY 1973) at Hordle 
Cliff by Harrison parties from 1993 to 1996 yielded the remains of a new genus of boid snake de­
scribed herein.

Both the Rodent and Mammal beds at Hordle Cliff are within the Totland Bay Member, MP 17 
(formerly Lower Headon Beds) of the Headon Hill Formation, Upper Eocene (INSOLE & Daley 
1985). The process used for extracting and processing the small fossils from these beds was the same 
as that reported by Holman (1993:151) for herpetological fossils collected from the Upper Eocene of 
Headon Hill, Isle of Wight, England. HOLMAN (1996a: 1) summarized current publications on Up­
per Eocene amphibians and reptiles from the Upper Eocene of Britain except for reports by Milner 
(1986) and Holman (1996b).












