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Distribution and Biodiversity of Pyrenolichens in Northern part of Thailand

Kajonsak Vongshewarat*', Pachara Mongkolsuk' and Kansri Boonpragob®
'Lichen Research Unit, Department of Biology, Faculty of Science, Ramkhamhaeng University, Bangkapi,
Bangkok, 10240
*e-mail: kvongshewarat@hotmail.com

Pyrenolichens are a common group of crustose lichens which having crust-like growth
form attached directly to substrate surface and produced frutingbody call “perithecia”. Species
diversity of tropical pyrenolichens has been found in various habitats i.e. dry dipterocarp, dry
evergreen, moist evergreen, hill evergreen and mangrove forests. The specimens were collected
from 5 Provinces in Northern part of Thailand: Nan, Phitsanulok, Tak, Sukhothai and Phetchabun
provinces. The studywas performed by samplingcollectionontenhosttrees speciesof atelevation
200-500 meters from January 2009 to December 2010 and a total of 100 specimens were
collected within the studied areas. The taxonomic identification revealed 18 species in 7 genera:
Arthopyrenia, Campylothelium, Clathroporina, Laurera, Porina, Pyrenula and Trypethelium.
Morphological and ecological descriptions and distribution maps of these groups were observed
and presented. The most widely distributed species are Laurera benguelensis and Pyrenula
anomala.
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