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Andropogon gerardii
Turkeyfoot Grass, Lord Showden, Big Bluestem

Poaceae Family (Grass Family)

Blooming season: Summer

Plant: perennial, warm season grass. It is tufted,
forms sod, and has short, scaly rhizomes. Big
bluestem is tall, reaching a height of 6 to 8 feet on
most sites where it is protected from grazing. Itis
very leafy at the base, with some leaves carried up
on the stem.

Leaves: None too few.

Flower: Yellow flower in summer. Not
conspicuous.

ruit: The seed heads normally have 3 spikelets that appear like a ‘turkey foot.” Summer to Fall.

Geographic range: From the short grass prairie region to the Atlantic Ocean.

Habitat: Grows well in Coarse, fine and medium soils. Big bluestem is climatically adapted throughout
the Midwest and Northeast on moderately well drained through excessively well drained soils. Itis
adapted to a range of other soil limitations such as shallow depth, low pH, and low fertility.

Common local companions: Other warm season grasses such as Little Bluestem, Indiangrass, and
Switchgrass. (Sargent, 2000)

Usages:
Human: it is popularly used as erosion control alongside other warm season grasses, as well as to

feed livestock, which prefer it to switchgrass.

Medicinal Uses: A decoction of the root can be taken for stomach pain, and it also acts as a diuretic.
The blades of the grass can be used as a wash for fevers, or a decoction can be made from them to be
used a stimulant for “general debility and languor”. (Moerman, 2009)

Animal: Birds and mammals use big bluestem for nesting and escape cover in summer and winter. It
is also good for use as a spring nesting habitat for birds.

Why is it called that?
The seed heads normally have 3 spikelets that appear like a ‘turkey foot’, relating to its common name.
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