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First published in 1909 in La Cellule, F. A. Janssens’s “The chiasmatype theory. A new interpretation of the maturation divisions” proved
controversial and was for several decades resisted by many geneticists and cytologists. In this month’s Perspectives, Koszul et al. revisit
Janssens’s findings and the surrounding controversies.

Here, translated for the first time in English, GENETICS republishes the original Janssens’s article. The article is presented as closely as
possible to the original publication’s format and style.2 GENETICS wishes to thank Romain Koszul and Denise Zickler for their labors in
presenting the scientific community with this new translation.

Copyright © 2012 by the Genetics Society of America
doi: 10.1534/genetics.112.139725
1Corresponding authors: Institut Pasteur, 25 rue du Dr. Roux, Bat. Monod, 75015 Paris,
France. E-mail: romain.koszul@pasteur.fr; and Institut de Génétique et Microbiologie,
Université Paris-Sud, Bâtiment 400, 91405 Orsay, France. E-mail: denise.zickler@
igmors.u-psud.fr

2Translated from the original article, which can be found at http://www.archive.org/
stream/lacellule25lier#page/n435/mode/2up.
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