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President's Message

Amy Peterson, Oakdale, MN

What is your favorite season? Mine is fall and the vibrant transition of color the trees
display as well as cooler weather. The hosta garden also has obvious changes, leaves
turning gold to brown, fewer flowers and more seed pods setting for the future. I'm
not a hybridizer and I admire those who do as they create our future choices. As of
September 2023 the AHS Registrar has processed 85 new hosta registrations with
more expected in the last quarter of 2023. Last fall I did collect seed pods in response
to my local hosta society challenge to collect, start and then share what grew at our
April general meeting. I admit to collecting but never planting due to problem with my
arm injury, but a handful of others did meet the challenge and I plan to start seeds in
2024. Some of our participants made formal crosses, hybridized, while other reaped
natures choices. The display in April was interesting as a full range of leaf color was
observed. Yes there were many just “green” ones predominating but there were also
some with distinction. Those that participated shared their babies and I would say all
enjoyed the event that April. Many of our hosta vendor’s websites contain information
on collecting seed pods and starting seeds. The AHS website under the Education tab
and file “Hybridizing Part 1 and 2” also has how to information. You may want to give
it a try this year as the time is right to collect seed pods for starting early next year. Lo-
cal hosta societies are often looking for activities that membership can enjoy so maybe
a seed starting challenge would be such an activity to try. As trying new things can be
fun even if only done once.

The new AHS board of directors will be meeting in October and reviewing our
activities, established and new for 2024 along with a budget and status reports. We
hope to bring you activities that help sustain and grow your interest in hosta as well as
grow the society. While we can put our best efforts forward for you all, your ongoing
participation is also required. Please continue your active participation in reading the
periodic AHS publications, go online to see what’s new as the updated website should
be released in the near future. Attend not only you local society meetings but attend a
regional event and the national convention and renewing your AHS membership as
well as encouraging others to join. In 2023 we had 102 new AHS members — hurrah!
Other opportunities include volunteering for leadership roles, writing articles, taking
photographs, entering leaves in a hosta shows, becoming a show judge, hosting a gar-
den tour, etc. No one person can do it all but collectively we can sustain and grow both
the local and national hosta society. My challenge to you for 2024 is to step up and out
of your comfort zone and be as active as you can in sharing your time and talents.
Make 2024 your season of change!

Amy Peterson, AHS President
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' Hostas and Associates

> Glenn Herold, Cedarburg, WI

Masterwort is a Star in the Shade Garden
Photos by Glenn Herold

What are your favorite perennials for a shade garden? Hostas, ferns, astil-
be, and lungwort come to mind. How about masterwort, known botanically
as Astrantia? It might not be at the top of your list but mixes well with all of
the above, for it, too, thrives on shady sites with even soil moisture.

Astrantia, consisting of eight to ten species, is a member of the carrot
family, or Apiaceae. It is native to Central, Eastern, and Southern Europe
and the Caucasus, a region between the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.
Though I find its foliage very attractive, it is best known for its white to pink
flower clusters, which are surrounded by a collar of straw-like bracts. Be-
ginning in late spring, the one-inch clusters open and the colorful bracts are
effective through fall. The genus, Astrantia, is derived from the Latin word
“aster,” meaning star, a reference to the star-like appearance of the flowers.
They are faintly fragrant and make an excellent, long-lasting cut flower. It
is an exceptional perennial alternative to the annual flower known as straw-
flower, which is in the aster family and has the botanical name Xerochry-
sum bracteatum.

Astrantia major Masterpiece foliage
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Astrantia major Masterpiece flowers

The two species most often found in the nursery trade are Astrantia
major, the great masterwort, and Astrantia maxima, which has the com-
mon name largest masterwort. Both top out at two to three feet, so I find
the common names rather confusing. All the more reason to use botanical
names! Astrantia maxima has larger flowers that are held far above the
three to five lobed leaves that are at the base of the plant. It is not as vigor-
ous a grower as Astrantia major.

Most of the cultivars that are readily avallable are of the species
Astrantia major. The leaves are deeply
cut and three to seven lobed. It spreads
by lateral stems called stolons, but not to |
the point of becoming invasive or weedy.
I have not yet had to rein in any of the six
cultivars that I currently grow. Flower .
color ranges from greenish-white to deep %%
pink, the color that dominates most of
the cultivars. Propagation is by division §
of the clump in autumn or early spring. It
may also self-seed, though I have not yet
seen this happen in my garden.

‘Roma’ has rose-pink florets in the
center of the flower surrounded by silver- * e
pink bracts.

Astrantia major Roma flowers (spring)
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Astrantia major Roma

‘Ruby Cloud’ has red florets with greenish or pinkish bracts. ‘Star of
Fire’ has pink bracts tipped with black. The stems have an attractive con-
trasting dark color. ‘Sparkling Stars Pink,” perhaps my favorite, has pink
and cream flowers.

»h

e

Astrantia maj or Sparkling Stars Pink
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Two of my plants have variegated leaves: ‘Masterpiece’ has deep green
leaves with a gold center. Flowers are pink. ‘Vanilla Gorilla’ is the more
striking of the two with green and white leaves and pink flowers. As ex-
pected, because of less chlorophyll in the leaves, the plant is not as vigorous
as my other cultivars.

Astrantia major Vanilla Gorilla flowers

When planting Astrantia, mix organic matter into the soil to help re-
tain moisture, for it is not drought tolerant. Through the summer, if you see
the plant becoming limp, give it a drink of water. Siting the plant where it
receives morning sun or dappled shade is best, though it will tolerate full
sun if kept moist. Besides being useful in the shade garden, Astrantia can
also be used at the edge of a bog garden. It is deer and pest resistant. Past
uses included those that are medicinal, as the word ‘wort’ in the common
name implies. It was used for relief of muscle cramps, stomach disorders,
digestive problems, and other intestinal maladies.

It’s easy to fall in love with and get hooked on Astrantia. Though it
may not be the first plant you use to co-star with your hostas, you will soon
discover that it is more than an extra on the set.

Additional articles on plants and gardening can be found on my blog:
https://TheCottageGardener53012.Wordpress.com
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GO HOSTAS!

Warren I. Pollock, Glen Mills, PA

GO HOSTAS!

Land of the Giants Hosta Farm
- anew beginning

Reprinted with permission of Milan and Dana Zubrik, Eurohosta, Slovakia

Land of the Giants Hosta Farm is a family-owned and operated business located in Milton, Wis-
consin, US, specializing in growing and selling hostas. Established in 2007, it has become one of the
largest hosta nurseries in the Midwest.
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Land of the Giants Hosta Farm was established by Jeff Miller. Ashley
Moscoso said: “My father has never done anything small”. Jeff was known
for doing things big and hostas were not an exception... Jeff and is wife
Penny started planting hostas around his house as a hobby. Their interest
in hostas grew and soon they turned his hobby into a business. The busi-
ness grew until an estimated 450,000 hostas filled all planting area around
the house. Jeff’s huge hosta plants and his amazing, award-winning culti-
vars, were known countrywide and were very demanded by any hosta lover
in US. As Jeff was known for doing things big, he was also enthusiastic
about giant sized hostas and he introduced several gigantic cultivars as a
part of his “Giantland” series.

Under Jeff's leadership, Land of the Giants earned a reputation for
producing high-quality, healthy hostas that were well-suited to the local cli-
mate. The farm's commitment to sustainable growing practices and cus-
tomer service helped make it a popular destination for gardeners across the
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country. Jeff was also a respected member of the gardening community. He
was a valued member and past president of the Wisconsin Hosta Society.
He wrote articles for various gardening magazines and gave presentations
at gardening conferences and events.

In late 2021, Jeff passed away suddenly after a short and serious ill-
ness, and nine days later, his wife Penny lost her battle with Huntington's
disease. Ashley, her brother Andrew, and their entire family were devastat-
ed.

However, Ashley and her husband Pedro Moscoso decided to continue
Jeff's legacy and bring the farm into the future. Ashley said, "People love
my father's cultivars, and it is a great honor for me to be able to continue to
offer them to hosta lovers" and she continued: “Like so many of the new
hosta varieties Jeff introduced over the years, he was truly one of a kind. I
lost two of my most beloved people during a few days. However, just as one
season follows another, a new spring is arriving and bringing with it a time
for new beginnings. In that spirit, I am stepping up to continue the busi-
ness and honor my Father’s legacy along with my partner, Pedro”.

Ashley is preparing a new system for managing orders and plant in-
ventory, which is crucial for online orders to work efficiently. Jeff knew im-
mediately where each cultivar was situated in the garden and how much of
it there was, but now Ashley needs to establish a new plant registration sys-
tem and a new system of plant location in the garden. A new webpage is al-
so in the works, and Ashley has already started scheduling open houses,
similar to past years. She would also like to continue the tradition of hosta
breeding... There are still so many things for Ashley to learn and to do...

“It is so exciting to see dad’s and Penny’s plants in the gardens around
the country and even around the world”. People send her pictures of hostas
that they bought in the past from Land of Giant Hosta Farm.

When you start a business, one think is crucial - friends. There are
many friends around Ashley. They believed in Jeff and now they believe in
Ashley. Pedro is doing a lot of outdoor work and Ashley focuses on custom-
er service—for example managing orders, communication with customers
and related issues.
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Let’s mention some of Giantland hostas...
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H. ‘Giantland Puckered Crevice’ is a medi- “H. ‘Giantland Aftershock’ has that WOW factor

A,

um-large hosta with rounded, very corrugated, you’ve been looking for!” said Jeff. Outstanding medi-
very rugose golden yellow leaves. This is the most um/large clump of rounded blue leaves are beautifully
corrugated and unruly hosta known to Jeff. cupped and corrugated with a shocking spark of green
“Everyone who sees it, wants it”. and white streaked in the center. “There is simply no

other cupper out there with this fantastic variegation",
says Jeff. This hosta will leave you with “aftershocks!”.

H. ‘Giantland Butterfly Wings’. This
cultivar has fabulous blue-green, corru-
gated leaves with a narrow rippled,
creamy edge. Makes a big statement in the
garden!
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H. ‘Giantland Big Bastard’.
“Now that is a BIG BASTARD!” were
Jeff’s exact words when he came
across this monster in his 8-year-old
seedling bed. With a reaction like
that it was a no-brainer to select this
one to introduce. If you want a hosta
that growls at you as you walk by
and eats voles as a side snack, then
this hosta is for you!

4

H. ‘Giantland Megalodon’. A huge, vase-shaped hosta with horizontally held, rippled, shiny
green leaves. Make a massive statement in the garden!

AHS eNewsletter 12 October 2023




The sudden loss of Jeff and Penny was a huge blow to the family, but
Ashley is determined to maintain Land of the Giants Hosta Farm and honor
her father's legacy. With the support of many friends and her husband Ped-
ro, Ashley is working hard to keep the business going and make sure Jeff's
incredible hostas continue to thrive.

We are keeping our fingers crossed that Ashley will be able to main-
tain Land of the Giants Hosta Farm even in the difficult times we are expe-
riencing now and we very hope that we will see some next amazing cultivars
from this company on the market in the close future.

PS: We knew Jeff only through email communications, but we knew him as
so nice person. He was always very kind to us, despite being so very busy.
He showed a big interest in our breeding work... We remember Jeff as a
man full of optimism, a cheerful spirit, and a great enthusiasm for hostas.
In 2021, we noticed that Jeff's emails were becoming increasingly sporadic,
and we suspected that something is wrong...

May God bless you, Jeff and Penny. Rest in peace!

TR N e
Ashley Moscoso and her father Jeff Miller.
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Fields of hostas at Land of the Giant Hosta Farm
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Editors Note: Want to know more about the authors? You can find out more at:

https://www.eurohosta.com/who-we-are
https://www.eurohosta.com/blog-buffalo-2023-en
https://www.eurohosta.com/blog-en

Milan and Dana have also shared the following pictures with us.
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Milan and Dana Zubrik with grandson in the
garden.

Production field, where about 1500 different hosta culti- Hostas in the garden.
vars are planted and about 1000 of them annually of-
fered for sale mainly via web shop -

GO HOSTAS!
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Boolk Notice

Clyde Crockett, Carmel, IN

Gardening In The Shade
By Margery Fish (Faber and Faber: London 1964)

Margery Fish is among the great
English gardeners. She created a P, ‘
distinctive style. Although she is ey Margery Fish
best known for her magnificent S
cottage gardens, she did not ne-
glect shade gardening as so clearly
revealed in this book. It is today
rather sexist to separate the sexes
but many would say the greatest is
a woman who created the greatest
garden on Earth, Vita Sackville-
West. Fish is surely on a par with
Vita although not nearly as well-
known. She was a proponent of
the English cottage garden with
beautiful results where they can be
seen at the East Lambrook Manor
Gardens in Somerset, England.
The beautiful photos here of Fish’s
gardens were taken by the owner,
Mike Werkmeister, who has main-
tained these beauties.

GARDENING IN
THE SHADE

The book is in 17 sections covering still useful information. The 16th is de-
voted to hostas and is quite complimentary. Although you find a lot of very
common and forgotten varieties there, we must remember this was 1964.
Fish is to be praised for her mentioning hostas. Indeed she may be the first
author who writes about hostas.
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If you plan to go to England, this would be a good stop...
Happy Gardening,
Clyde
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Hostas Happenin’'s

Don Rawson, Grand Rapids, MI

Ripples and Waves: Hostas in Motion

Claimed to be “the crookedest street in the world,” Lombard Street is an
east—west road in San Francisco that is famous for a steep, one-block sec-
tion with eight hairpin turns. Stretching from The Presidio east to The Em-
barcadero, most of Lombard Street is a major thoroughfare designated as
part of U.S. Route 101. The famous one-block section with the death-
defying turns is located along the Russian Hill district. It is a major tourist
attraction, receiving about two million visitors per year, and up to a whop-
ping 17,000 per day on busy summer weekends.

1

% < e

Photos from Wikipedia
Said to be the crookedest road in the world, Lombard Street during the day and at night.
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The curvy design was first suggested over a century ago by insurance
and business executive, Carl Henry. Henry owned half of the lots on the
1000 block of Lombard and land all around the street. Since the Lombard
Street lots were inaccessible by autos, the property values were not as high
as on neighboring streets. The landowners approached city engineer Clyde
Healy, who came up with the street design. The plan was intended to re-
duce the hill’s natural slope which was too steep for motorized vehicles.
Eventually, the street with all of its curved switchbacks was constructed in
1922,

Federal law today stipulates that interstate highways have a maxi-
mum grade of 6 percent. A highway with a 6 percent grade means it gains
or loses no more than six feet of elevation for every 100 feet of distance.
The crooked block along Lombard Street, by contrast, has a 27 percent
grade, is about 600 feet long, is one-way (downhill), and is paved with red
bricks. The sign at the top recommends a speed of 5 mph. As a word of
caution, you should make sure your brakes are in good working order be-
forehand!

Photos from Wikipedia

Before cars descend downhill, a caution sign at the top recommends a speed of 5 mph.

This segment of Lombard Street normally sees around 250-350 vehi-
cles per hour, with average daily traffic reaching 2630 vehicles, according
to traffic records of 2013. During peak times, vehicles have to wait up to
20 minutes in order to enter the Crooked Street segment. The San Fran-
cisco Board of Supervisors has been presented with petitions repeatedly to
close the street to all except residents, but has decided there is no cause
for the closure. To reduce habitual congestion and delays, future visitors
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may be required to reserve a time and pay a fee to drive down the crooked
street.

Of the various reasons for adding curves to a road, one explanation is
the need to traverse elevation changes, such as in the case with Lombard
Street. Parabolic vertical curves are used to provide a gradual change from
one road slope to another so that vehicles may smoothly navigate grade
changes as they travel. A grade which is too steep can cause vehicles to
drift, skid laterally when braking, and become unstable when crossing over
the crown to change lanes. These conditions are exacerbated by icy, snowy,
or windy conditions.

When you are on most highways in the U.S., there are signs indicating
steep slopes. Problems arise especially for larger vehicles such as trucks and
motorhomes. However, even cars need to brake often to prevent speed
from becoming too great for safety at turns. The biggest risk is brakes which
can become glazed and over-heated, leading to brake failure. Furthermore,
trucks which take curves at an excessive speed can cause rollovers.

In spite of the danger involved, driving on extremely curvy roads is
downright exhilarating, making your spirits soar! But for most of us, the
main function of roads is connectivity, not fun. Fun is just a bonus. Straight
roads are more direct and have higher safe speeds. Nevertheless, scenic
winding routes through mountainous areas are much more inviting. Sud-
den twists and turns can be as invigorating as a roller coaster ride —
especially if you are driving a Lamborghini. (I don’t. I can only dream.)

The Excitement of Curvy Foliage in the Garden

Similar to adding curves to a road which results in increased driving pleas-
ure (or in some cases, stress!), putting frills and thrills on a leaf creates ad-
ditional flair and style in the garden. That is one of the wonderful things
about the genus Hosta — the unsurpassed variety of leaf sizes, shapes, col-
ors, textures...and leaf margins. How boring the gardener’s life would be if
all hosta cultivars were the same...and if all had flat leaves! It would be like
driving on roads which were all perfectly straight and flat, connecting point
A to point B without a curve, turn, hill, or hollow.

Fortunately, curvy and rippled leaf edges in hostas are a genetically domi-
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nant trait. Of the 38 or so species, the majority have wavy leaves —some
more rippled and wavy than others. And as far as hybrids, a grand total of
1,157 hosta cultivars with rippled and wavy leaves are catalogued on the list
of Rippled and Wavy-Leaved Hostas at http://www.hostalists.org/. Ruffled
leaves which flutter in the wind are so stirring and lively. But not all ripples
are created equal. Some varieties have many small, tight ripples while oth-
ers display only one or two large undulations or waves.

Piecrusted, Rippled or Wavy — What’s Your Fancy?

If you have been a hosta gardener for some time, you surely have noticed
that some plants have rippled or wavy leaves. But not all leaves with undu-
lations are the same. Did you know there is a distinction between a rippled
leaf and a wavy one? Mark Zilis explains the difference in The Hostapedia

(page 34):

Waves and ripples differ in my mind, but are terms used interchange-
ably by many. Ripples are significant undulations of the outer 1-inch
or so of the leaf blade, are much shorter than waves, and are usually
borne in much greater numbers...Waves are fewer in number than
ripples and affect a much larger portion of the leaf blade.

Serrations (sometimes called “frills”) are even tinier leaf undulations
on the very edge of the blade, continuing into the petiole. Sometimes
serrations can be found in combination with ripples and waves.
Yet another term you may have encountered is that some hostas have a pie-
crusted margin. The term piecrust, which refers to a tightly rippled leaf
margin, was coined by Frances Williams to describe Hosta ‘Green Piecrust’.

of Sl ! \-", l v A '
Photo by Kate Hackworthy. Used by permission. Photo by Vladimir Mirka. Used by permission.

The term piecrust was first used by Frances Williams in the 1950s to describe her creation,
H. ‘Green Piecrust’.
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Frances Williams of Winchester, MA was a pioneer in the world of
hostas. Mark Zilis claimed that she is “...the most influential person in the
modern history of hostas. Her correspondence with other collectors, hy-
bridizers, and botanists from the 1930s until her death in 1969 fanned the
flames of interest in hostas and led to the formation of the American Hos-
ta Society.”

And now back to the term piecrust. The hosta which was eventually
named ‘Green Piecrust’ was first noticed in her garden in 1951. As she
watched it mature, she observed the neatly rippled leaf margin, and in
1957 she assigned a name to this distinctive-looking seedling which re-
flected its primary characteristic: the leaf edges resembled a pastry shell.
So, ‘Green Piecrust’ it was. Three decades later, the AHS registered it on
her behalf in 1986. And the term stuck. Since then, other hybridizers have
“jumped on the bandwagon” and have included the term “piecrust” for
their originations:

‘Blue Piecrust’ (A. Summers — 1986)

‘Chartreuse Piecrust’ (C. Owens — 1985)
‘Donahue Piecrust’ (T. Donahue — 1999)

‘Golden Piecrust’ (C. Noffsinger — 2000)

‘Grey Piecrust’ (T. Donahue — 1986)

‘Holly’s Velvet Piecrust’ (H. & D. Benedict — 1995)
‘Lime Piecrust’ (W. & E. Lachman — 1990)
‘Piecrust Power’ (F. Shaw — 2010)

‘Piecrust Promise’ (P. Cross — 2000)

‘Sum Piecrust’ (E. Elslager — 1999)

rip-ple (noun): a small wave, or series of waves

Ripples are shorter than waves. As you walk along a beach, you may hear
the soothing sound of waves breaking on the shore. By contrast, throwing
a stone into the water of a calm lake creates ripples on the surface. Ripples
are a series of very small waves.

Hostas with rippled foliage seem to dance in the garden. There are
many rippled hostas. In fact, Dr. Ed Elslager of Michigan even named one
“Triple Ripple’. Note that “triple” has one letter p. “Tripple” is a mis-
spelling. “Triple” is correct. Triple means three times something. Hosta
“Triple Ripple’ forms a large semi-upright mound of heavily rippled foli-
age.
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Combining ripples with curls and twists makes for a highly interesting
leaf shape, as seen with ‘Ripple Effect’. ‘Ripple Effect’ is just about the cool-

est ‘June’ sport imaginable. The leaves have a wild twisting and curling that
is just incredible!

The foliage emerges bright yellow in spring with a narrow blue mar-
gin. In summer, the center of the leaf turns chartreuse. Like ‘June’, if grown
in sun the center will be yellow, but will be light green in heavy shade. Com-

bining wonderful ripples and twists with attractive variegation makes this
one unique.

Photo by CH Falstad. Used by permission.

Combining ripples and twists with attractive
variegation makes H. ‘Ripple Effect’ distinctive.

Some well-known hybridizers over the years have focused on creating
hostas with beautiful rippled leaf margins. Mildred Seaver (1913-2011) of
Needham, MA, known as the “Queen of Hostas,” excelled with many im-
pressive rippled introductions. Some of her best are ‘Komodo Dragon’,
‘Queen of the Seas’, ‘Sea Drift’, ‘Sea Frolic’, ‘Sea Gulf Stream’, ‘Sea Octopus,
and ‘Sea Wiggles’. How many of these are in your own garden?
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Catching Some Waves

Surfing is a rich sport when it comes to terms, names, and expressions.
Surfer slang and lingo comprise an entire dictionary of words. The sport it-
self is referred to as catching some waves. Waves that are too small to ride
are called ankle slappers. By contrast, a massive wave is a bomb. A double
up or humpback is when one large wave is closely followed by a smaller
one. I guess you could say that some hosta leaves are ankle slappers, others
are a bomb, and still others are humpbacks.

As Mark Zilis noted, “Waves are fewer in number than ripples and af-
fect a much larger portion of the leaf blade.” A classic example of a wavy-
leaved hosta is Hans Hansen’s superb origination, ‘Atlantis’. As a mutation
of ‘Abba Dabba Do’, ‘Atlantis’ is partially tetraploid. The gold margin is
much wider than the sport parent. The patent (PP17,093) states that
‘Atlantis’ “has large leaves with undulating margins with a twist at the leaf
apex.” It makes a stunning wavy-leaved specimen. So, if you have the long-
ing to “catch some waves” for your garden, I highly recommend it!

\
Photo by Pol Foerier. Used by permission.

H. ‘Atlantis’, a wide-margined sport of ‘Abba Dabba Do’,
is a prime example of a wavy-leaved hosta.
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Conclusion

Flat leaves in the hosta garden are fine, but perhaps it’s time to triple your
ripples and add some rambunctious ruffles to the landscape. Whether pie-
crusted, rippled, or wavy, there are plenty of options to choose from. You
may even decide to mix and match for the greatest variation throughout
your shady glade. Adding some twists and turns to the leaf blade can make
things even more interesting. As Josh Spece once remarked, “The rolling
edges of a rippled or wavy-leaved hosta give the illusion of the plant being
in constant motion, and motion always catches one’s eye... You might say
ruffled hostas add drama to the garden. And what garden couldn’t use a lit-
tle drama?”

Hostas in Motion
Serrated: ‘Ginsu Knife’, ‘Jaws’, ‘Razorback’, Restless Sea’, ‘Surfer Dude’
Piecrusted: ‘Candy Dish’, ‘Choo Choo Train’, ‘Clovelly’, Niagara Falls’, ‘Sea Drift’
Rippled: ‘Cutting Edge’, ‘Neptune’, ‘Skywriter’, ‘Valley’s Curly Wurly’, ‘Waterslide’
Wavy: ‘Atlantis’, ‘Leading Lady’, ‘Sun Power’, ‘Sagae’, ‘Regal Splendor’

Photo by Jeroen Linneman. Used by permission.
H. ‘Valley's Curly Wurly’

o
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Hybridizer Corner. ..

Don Rawson, Grand Rapids, MI

In the Hybridizer Corner, we are on a journey to learn how to
make successful hosta crosses, collect, clean and store hosta
seed, plant and grow seedlings, and all the other things which
are involved with such a venture. Thanks for joining us!

Review

Hybridizing should be goal-oriented. Setting goals is helpful in accomplish-
ing many of life’s tasks and is essential in a well-thought-out hybridizing
program. Doing so will help to determine which plants to cross in order to
make the new hosta that matches your goal.

Make sure your goals are realistic. Then choose parent plants which
will most likely produce the intended results. Collecting a gene pool of hos-
tas to work with is very beneficial. And now you are ready for making the
actual cross, but remember that hybridizing is a long-term project. You will
probably not end up with a perfect finished product in just one cross.
Reaching your goal will likely involve generations upon generations of
crosses, but each cross will get you a little closer to achieving it. So, let’s get
started!

v

Photo by Joanna Kovalcsik. Used by permission.

A typical hosta flower, with one pistil and six
anthers.
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Hosta Flower Basics

To begin with, we will need to know a little about the hosta flower and how
it works. The two main parts of the flower are the pistil and the stamens.

Typically, a hosta flower has one pistil — the female part of the flower.
It is comprised of the ovary, style, and stigma. When the flower is open, the
pistil often sticks out beyond the stamens. The end of the pistil curves up-
ward, and at the tip is the stigma. This is where the pollen must be placed
in order to pollinate a flower and produce seeds.

The male part of the flower is the six stamens. A stamen includes the
filament and the anther. When the flower opens, the anthers produce flufty,
yellow pollen.

Can you find the stigma and the anthers in the diagram below?

The Hosta Inflorescence

tepal
carolla
(all six tepals)

ovary

pedicel

-
e

Emnmme

/
bract

scape
(peduncle
or flower
stem)

filameant + anther = stamen ovary + stigma + style = pistil

.-1|...J,|E1-t¢'d trom a -;J|,|u.|r1§:l b Fumio Mackawa }1;|,|,1||..'||,:_'L| in The American Hoiea Society Bulletin, Mo. 4, March 1972, page 21

Making Your First Cross

Making a cross is easy: it is simply moving pollen from one flower to anoth-
er. Of course, this assumes that you have already picked the mom and the
dad. The mom, or pod parent, is the hosta which you will put the pollen
on, and with any luck it will eventually set seed which you can harvest and
plant.
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The dad, or pollen parent, is the hosta which you take the pollen
from. For the pollen to work, it must be fluffy, dry and yellow. At this stage,
the weather and time of day become important considerations. Moisture
from rain, dew, or an overhead sprinkler ruins pollen. In addition, temper-
atures in excess of 85 degrees usually affect how well seed will set. Dry, cool
mornings are the best times to accomplish successful crosses.

Beating the Bees

What about the bees and other insects? How can they be stopped from pol-
linating the flowers which you want to cross before you are able to do so?
Depending on your schedule and preferences, there are several ways to go
about this which will be discussed in a future newsletter. Meanwhile, let it
be said that if you are an early riser, you can beat the bees to the flowers.
Pollinating insects usually do not begin flying around until the sun has
warmed things up a bit. So, if you can make your crosses early in the morn-
ing, there is no need to resort to other methods to prevent unwanted polli-
nation. On the other hand, if you do not like crawling out of bed that early,
there are other techniques which will allow you to make crosses without
worrying about the bees ruining it for you.

Preparing the Flower to Receive the Pollen

There are several procedures which can be employed in preparing hosta
flowers for pollination. One method is to slip a covering of some type (such
as a plastic grocery bag or mesh pouch) over the entire scape. But you do
not want to cook the flowers or break any of them off, so care should be ex-
ercised in doing so. The purpose is to keep insects from pollinating the
flowers before you do.

Another method is to remove the flower petals the night before you
will be pollinating. The petals act as a landing pad for bees and other in-
sects. Once the petals have been removed, insects are not interested in
landing on what remains of the flower. Be careful not to damage the pistil
and stamens. In the morning, the stamens will be curved upward and the
anthers will be covered in fluffy, yellow pollen. The downside of this meth-
od is that it requires a little planning ahead.
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If you do not want to prepare the flowers for pollination the evening
beforehand, the task can be done early the next morning. The first step is to
carefully remove the stamens to avoid getting pollen on the pistil unless
your desire is to self-pollinate the flower. Secondly, detach the flower pet-
als. And lastly, apply the pollen to the stigma.

¥

Photos by Joanna Kovalcsik. Used by permission.

Removing the stamens to prevent self-pollination.

The flower showing the stigma after the stamens have been removed.
Removing the petals so that the bees do not have a landing pad.

The stigma after the pollen has been applied.

el L

Collecting and Transferring the Pollen

Collecting the pollen is just a matter of gently removing the stamens from a
hosta flower. You can detach and collect the stamens the night before, but
there will be no yellow pollen on the anthers until they ripen overnight. By
morning, the anthers should be covered in fluffy pollen.

As mentioned above, the actual act of pollination is very simple — you
want to cover the stigma with the yellow pollen. There are various ways to
apply the pollen to the stigma. One method is to use the stamen as a tiny
paintbrush. Grab it with tweezers or hemostats and gently brush the pollen-
filled anther against the stigma until it is yellow with pollen.

Another option is to use a tiny paintbrush. Mop up the pollen grains
with the bristles of the brush and paint the stigma yellow. A word of cau-
tion: be sure to clean the brush very well when switching to different pollen
so you do not unintentionally contaminate your crosses.
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Photo courtesy of Wikipedia.
A hemostat is a surgical tool with handles that can
be held in place by their locking mechanism.

Photo by Joanna Kovalcsik. Used by permission.
Using hemostats, ripe pollen is applied to the tip of the pistil
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Marking the Cross

After you pollinate a flower, you will want to mark the cross to keep track of
which flowers were pollinated with what pollen. If you do not bother to do
so, you will not remember what the cross is and the parentage of the result-
ing seedlings will be unknown.

Jewelry tags are often used by hybridizers to label crosses. The pollen
parent can be written on the labels with a fine tip marker. Carefully loop the
tag or string around the pedicel of the flower like a noose and pull it tight. If
marked with a UV-resistant pen, these tags will usually last until the seeds
are ripe for harvest.

Once the cross is made and properly marked, it is just a matter of
waiting to see if it was successful. Three to four days after pollination, the
base of the flower (the ovary) will begin to swell if the cross was successful.
Meanwhile, refrain from any unnecessary activity which may cause the
pods to fall off. Seed pods are usually firmly attached to the scape, but
brushing up against the scapes could cause a developing pod to fall off. If
the cross was not successful, the flower will wilt and fall off or a pod will
abort.

Photo by Joanna Kovalcsik. Used by permission.
If marked with a UV-resistant pen, these jewelry tags
will usually last until the seeds are ready for harvest.
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In the Next Issue...

So, now that we have covered how to make a successful cross, are you ready
to give it a try? In the next issue, we will look at a few tools which make the

job easier. It would be quite helpful to acquire these as you set up your own
hybridizing program. Stay tuned!

< , >

Hosta ‘Catcher’s Mitt’, Don Rawson
h e B
This bumblebee is starting the pollination pro- ‘ g‘
cess with out even realizing it! When bees land B
on a flower, like this hosta flower, their feet of- 12 g
ten slip into a little groove that holds pollen sacs. 8 2
When the bee flies away, it carries off this sac ©) S
like a saddlebag stuck on its feet. When the bee -
lands on another flower looking for nectar, the = 8
“saddlebag” falls off, the pollen falls out of the .=
sac, and pollination is underway. O
)=

H. ‘Gabriel’s Wing’, Don
Rawson

77’:\ 3 \— / \/: ‘ ‘ \ )
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And Inv Other Hosta News . . .

News about hosta registrations...

People have been paying more attention to Hosta ‘Bob Olson’ the last few
months, and we all know why. What many people DON’T know is that pho-
tographs of H. ‘Bob Olson’ may be submitted to the Hosta Treasury by any-
one — you don’t have to be the registrant or the originator. We have many
hosta varieties that were registered before digital photography was com-
mon (and required for registration) and we welcome photograph submis-
sions by anyone who has appropriate clump, leaf or flower photos of regis-
tered varieties. Take a tour of your garden and see if you have any hosta
you'd like to snap a photo to share.

Gayle Hartley Alley
International Registrar Genus Hosta

Editor Notes:

Reminder that all hosta registrations are due by November 30th, 2023
DO NOT ENTER REGISTRATION REQUESTS DURING THE MONTH OF DECEMBER.

Any registrations received in December will be discarded and must be resubmitted after January 1st.

When submitting photos, please do not crop them. The people prepar-
ing the photos for publishing on the Hosta Registry, need to crop the pic-
tures to a specific size. They will crop your picture to the correct size that
will showcase your hosta. If you feel you need to crop your picture before
sending, crop it proportionally. Photos should be submitted in the highest
resolution possible. High resolution photos are clearer and will showcase
your hosta the best on the registration page.

Have a hosta you want to register but not sure where to start? Check
out the information on http://www.hostaregistrar.org/Registration/ Also
check out the information available in the Regisration Guidelines pdf link
on the webpage.
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AMERICAN HOSTA SOCIETY
2024 National Convention

JUNE 18-22 | MARLBOROUGH, MA

The Nation's Largest Hosta Event

The American Hosta Society national convention is organized by a group of hosta enthusiasts. We are excited to
have you join us to celebrate the friendship plant and to share our passion for gardening.

SAVE THE DATE!

2024 American Hosta Society Convention

Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel » Marlborough, MA
June 18-22, 2024
Garden Tours * Accredited Hosta Show * New England Clambake & BBQ
Vendors * Taste of New England Welcome Reception
Speakers « Workshops * Judges Bootcamp
Plenty of “classic” New England Hosta-tality
Optional “Day in Boston" with a Whale Watch or Duck Boat Tour

New England Seedling & Sport Competition
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The American Hosta Society annually holds a multi-
day event that is packed-full of activities for all.

Attendees get a chance to tour multiple private and/or public gardens;
attend educational seminars; compete in the accredited Hosta Show;
attend Hosta Judges Clinics; shop vendors featuring the latest and
greatest hosta additions, companion plants, or garden-themed
accessories; bid in the AHS auction for that unique “must have” hosta;
and best of all, get together with old friends and make new ones in
Hostatality. In addition, the AHS Board of Directors meets, the annual
business meeting is held, and annual awards are presented.

About AHS

Garden Tours

Several stunning tour gardens await you!

Tour Schedule

Join us for some fun packed
days and a “Whale of a Time”.

Go to https://hostaconvention.org/
For full details.
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2024 AMERICAN HOSTA SOCIETY
NATIONAL CONVENTION REGISTRATION FORM

June 18-22, 2024 - Marlborough, Massachusetts

Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel
151 Boston Post Road W - Marlborough, MA 01752
Make your hotel reservations by calling (508) 460-0700 or use the link at the

AHS convention website: Www.hostaconvention.org
Remember to request the special AMERICAN HOSTA SOCIETY 2024 Room Rate
%139/ night (includes full buffet breakfast in Zachary's Restaurant)

70 Whal i’.‘f o Lime

y LGN

REGISTRATION DETAILS (Piease print clearly - one attendee per form)

Name: Preferred Name on Badge:
Address: City, State, Zip Code:
Phone: Emiail:

*Piease see cancellotion palicy at www. hostacanvention.org

EARLY REGISTRATION if received by 1/31/24 5240 s

STANDARD REGISTRATION if received by 4/30/24 5 255 L W
LATE REGISTRATION received after 5/1/24 before 6/8/24 $ 275

MEALS ONLY (companion)- Thursday Picric, Friday Buffet & Saturday Banguets only S 175 e L s ]
GARDEN TOUR BUS includes bus fee and box lunches for Friday and $150

Saturday garden tours - *sefect lunch choice below B l $ ]

* Select ONE Box Lunch per day (Tour Bus riders ONLY) - funch on your own for self drive attendees
Friday EDEIi Turkey Sandwich HSmnked BBO Chicken Sandwich E Mediterranean Vege Sandwich
Saturday Bacon Turkey Sandwich Steak & Arugula Sandwich Mediterranean Vege Sandwich
* Optional Wednesday Tour (choose only GE} L S ]
WHALE WATCH/BOSTON [7:30am-5:30 pm) inc. transportation -

$ 126 /person

Steak (10 oz sirlgin)
BBQ Chicken

BOSTON/DUCK BOAT TOUR (7-30am-5-30pm) inc. transportation | $ 108 /person —I-l s ]
Thursday Clambake Meal Choice: Saturday Banguet Mez| Choice: TOTAL DUE L $ 1
Lobster {11/41b) Garlic Parm Chicken

MNew England Scrod
Vegetable Kabobs

MAIL PAYMENT TO: Sandie Markland
PO Box 1573, Kill Devil Hills, NC 27948

* Please let us know about any special dietary needs ASAP

Check Payable to: 2024 AHS Convention

Hosta Show: Flease check if you wish to

Pay by Credit Card - will send an invoice to your email address

Rules & Regulations available at

for Total Due PLUS 5% convenience fee
O Judge O clerk _
Plan & entries in the Hosta Leaf Show Judges Bootcamp (Teesday, June 18): Please check if you plan to attend
Plan # entries in New England Seadling O Judges Clinic 1 {1-5 PM) O Judges Clinic 1l {6-8 PM)
& Sport Competition O need Judges Handbook ($10 payable at Clinic)

wwnw. hostaconvention.org

Oves Ono

| AM WILLING TO VOLUNTEER
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BECOME A MEMBER!

* Receive The Hosta fournal, mailed to you

* Gain access to members-only online materials
» Participate in exciting events and auctions

* Further your love of hostas and gardening

HOSTA.org
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7 “Enjoy thecarefree

/“beauty of this
shade-tolerant
perennial

New members

join for $40/yr

and receive

a free hosta,

The Hosta -

5 . '
Journal anda = S8 '
$15 voucher f
towards hosta : ’ : or call to join

purchases from R 309-678-4119
participating g
vendors.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE AMERICAN HOSTA SOCIETY

* Receive two print issues per year of our popular publication, The Hosta Journal. This 84-
page publication is filled with color photos and current information regarding hostas.

* Receive a copy of The Hosta Adventure, Third Edition — A Growers Guide and the Hosta of
the Year booklet, both filled with color photographs and a wealth of information.

* Receive access to the members-only section of the website to read our Online Hosta
Journal and access other publications and our member directory.

* Attend national and regional meetings where specialty vendors offer the most recently
introduced hostas and companion plants and where a live auction offers rare and
distinctive hostas and other garden items.

* Enjoy garden tours open only to AHS members.

* Exhibit your favorite hostas and compete for recognition in various AHS national and
regional cut-leaf shows.

* Vote on the most popular hostas with our popularity poll.
* Enjoy the camaraderie of fellow Hosta enthusiasts.

For more information or to join go to hosta.org or call 309-678-4119.
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The American Hosta Society

on Instagram!

: . E1F
@americanhostasociety .

N

!

- { f
AL

Discover beautiful
hosta images,

landscapes »
and inspiring ideas. L
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The Hosta Adventure is filled with stunning photos of hostas and hosta gardens.

Here is a great way to reward new members of your local club. Give them a
copy of this American Hosta Society publication.

For local societies and nurseries, the best price per copy is in bulk:

2-6 books, $4.00 each + $8.00 postage

7-30 books, $4.00 each + $15.00 postage
31-99 books, $3.75 each + $21.00 postage
100-499 books, $3.25 each + $27.00 postage

(All prices postpaid in the U.S.) Orders from foreign countries will pay any additional ship-
ping charges.

Make checks payable to The American Hosta Society and send to:
Barry Ankney, AHS Publications Sales
Hosta Adventure

1104 Oxford Court
Oakbrook Terrace IL 60181
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When you give a Gift Membership to the American Hosta Society, you are helping our society
grow. As a thank you, you will receive a free hosta. Hosta ‘Heart of the Sunrise’ is an all-gold
sport of H. ‘Goodness Gracious’. Be sure to include your own name and address when you
order the gift membership.

Please choose the gift option:
Contact info for the gift recipient as it will appear

in the AHS Member Directory: ___New member + plant $40.00
- ___New Member $30.00
E-mail __eMember $20.00
Phone | )

Address Your address:

City State Zip

Country

Send your check to:
Name of the AHS Member giving the gift: Barry Ankney, Membership Secretary
1104 Oxford Court
Qakbrook Terrace, IL 60181-5249

Or call 309-678-4119 to pay by credit card.
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Second Edition

1 in Hostas:
A Primer

SPORTING | &Y | | NEW 2nd Edition!
IN HOSTAS: | =
APRIMER | ==""

Order for $15 (postage paid).

Make checks payable to

This educational booklet explains the process of U2 L I e S e G

sporting in hostas, with a new section, “Inheritance and send to:

of Yellow Leaf Color in Hosta.” Barry Ankney

Drs. Zonneveld and Pollock have produced the ':;’gzll'cgt:conzsca'es
most definitive work on this subject. The serious xtord Court

hosta enthusiast will want to add this booklet to Oakbrook Terrace IL 60181
their hosta library. Photographs and illustrations Email:
supplement and enhance the scientific information. ahs.publications.sales@gmail.com

Photo from AHS Hosta Registry
: 2 4 Hosta ‘Andrew’ is a sport of H. ‘Blue Mammoth’
Photo from AHS Hosta Registry registered by Hans Hansen.
Hosta ‘American Halo’ is a sport of H. ‘Northern

Halo’ registered by Van Wade.

'S
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Support Our Advertisers. . .

S

CHOOSE FROM OVER 1,000 VARIETIES

OF HOSTA PLANTS

e
s
o SRS

;’4\\\»

ORDER ONLINE < FAST SHIPPING
Your satisfaction is our main goal!
www.nhhostas.com

A
New from

In The Country...

Hosta ‘Grace Wins’
by Milt Whitmer

Website Updated for
2024 November 1st!

www. mthecountrygardenandglfts com

1 . 4
In The C()untry Garden & Gifts
319-934-3620 - Independence, IA

Sebright Gardens

Offering a large selection of mature hosta crowns
at competitive prices.

Vlslt www.sebrightgardens.com
S M IIAE)  To download our catalog &

=& view informative web site, or
i scnd $2.00 for color catalog to:
NS Scbright Gardens PO Box 9058

b . Brooks, Oregon 97305-0058

x plant markers a ’
Made for a lifetime of gardening. S

| \ Original 100% Stainless Steel Plant Markers

Signature - Collector - Garden - Designer
Custom Engraving and Label Printing
Brother P-Touch Products
Everything you need to label your garden

www.kincaidplantmarkers.com 816-324-4931

support@kincaidgardens.com

/

Use code HOSTA-GYR for discounts on plant markers
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www.aaaqualityengravers.com

Garden Marker Specialist for 23+ Years

* Quickly installed with new or existing systems
e U.V. stable material—life is 10+ years

* Maintains plant identity in an attractive manner
* Fast service—ships in 1-2 weeks

Our labels are black, green, or coffee bean with

round or square corners. They work well with
SIMPLY ELEGANT, SEE-FINE, KINCAID, other stakes.
AAA also labels daylilies, roses, irises, and other plants.

AAA QUALITY ENGRAVERS

P.O.Box 9

Terry, MS 39170 ‘
(601)878-5999 Fax:(601)510-9396 A3y :n1a LY Kol AV[3:H 13
E-Mail: daylilyranch@bellsouth.net PHOTO | GALLERY
www.AAAQualityEngravers.com

EARTH FRIENOLY
GARDEN MARKER)

Durable
Recyclable
Sustainably Made

.
oo

MADE IN USA - PATENTED

NEW! Add Custom
Engraved Plastic Labels

3 sizes /4 colors

BIOMARKERS'

PREMIUM GARDEN PRODUCTS

info (@ mcgbiomarkers.com <>
319-378-0077 -
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ORNBAKER
(G ARDENS

Garden Center, Arboretum, Botanical Gardens

WE SHIP HOSTAS ACROSS THE U.S.

Check out our stock of over 400 varieties on
hornbakergardens.com

Some of our 2022 best sellers:

’ |sland Breeze
Cathedral Windows
Empress Wu

Paradigm

Rainbow's End
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NORTHERN GROWN [F34 o _
o
PERENNIALS 57

Check our website at WWW.hOStali n k.com
Email: ngp@mwt.net

* Providing quality Hostas, Daylilies and Peonies

* General listing of Hostas as well as many of
our own introductions

* All ground-grown stock; no small tc starters

* Check our reviews on Garden Watchdog

* Wisconsin Zone 4 grown and hardy

* Home of ‘Glad Rags’ and ‘Jurassic Park’

* Gift plants with orders

Specializing in custom engraved
nameplates, signs, and plant markers.

Our products are computer engraved on UV resistant acrylic plastic
designed for long term outdoor use. You may choose between black
or green colored labels and square or rounded corners. Other colors
are available on request.

Our labels install quickly and easily and can be designed to your specifications for any variety of garden plants.

There will be no need to re-label your garden year after year due to faded and missing signs. This will be your
one time botanical quality labeling system.

All orders are processed by your specific plant list and design and will be shipped within 1-2 weeks.

Our standard label size is designed to be used on See-Fine stakes and Simply Elegant stakes. We also make labels for
other types of stakes when dimensions are supplied by you.

Personalized and friendly service the old-fashioned way.

Please request a free sample package which will include a
free label engraved with your information requested along with
stake and ordering information.

BY-YOU ENGRAVING
Tami Boos Phone: 504-495-1614
2601 Bayou Road Fax: 504-309-5523

| St. Bernard, LA 70085 E-mail: Kentami2 @att.net
www.By-YouEngraving.com
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Mason Hollow Nursery
47 Scripps Lane, Mason NH 03048
www.masonhollow.com

From the novice gardener to the collector, we offer
750 varieties of Hosta, as well as Conifers, Ferns,
Ornamental Grasses, Heucheras, Trees and Shrubs
and other selected perennials including native plants.

Visitors are welcome to stop by and tour our
display gardens.

Hours: Wed through Sat 9 - 5, Sundays 12 - 5.

373 North Frdnkhn St.
Holbrook, MA 02343
- 781-767-9770

info@cochatonursery.com °

4

Durable, affordable, & made in the USA!
+ Now with rounded corners

1ve ORIGINAL |
& mefap) t .10] 0

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

4 \ Sample pack of 8 styles plus a marking pencil

www:EverIastlabeI.com JUST 56
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Ssmart-Release® Plant F°°d
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" *; Outdoor &
' Indoor :

.\
Fortified With 11 Essential Nutrients 3
No-Burn Pledge

Reused os directed

Fall in love with your garden,
all over again.

It's time to revisit the garden with fall plantings. Don't forget to nourish with

o "'x@
Osmocote’ Smart-Release’ Plant Food. It will feed your plants essential nutrients Osmocote

Smart-Release® Plant Food
consistently and continuously throughout the autumn season.

When perfection matters, why trust anything else?
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