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Alia carinata (Hinds, 1844) 
 
 

Nomenclature  

Phylum Mollusca 

Class Gastropoda 

Order Neogastropoda 

Family Columbellidae 

Common Synonyms (S) 
Previous Names (PN) 

Columbella californiana, 
Columbella carinata, Mitrella 
carinata, Nitidella carinata 

 
 
 

Distribution  

Type Locality  

Geographic 
Distribution  

Southern Alaska to Baja California. 
Depths for Ecology records: 1 – 22 m. 

 
 
 

Description  

Length to 10mm; protoconch multispiral- usually eroded; shape oval-fusiform; shell thick; 
periostracum fine and glossy; whorls slightly convex; shoulder of the body whorl varying from 
smooth to strongly carinate (keeled); sculpture smooth; color highly variable, usually yellow- brown 
to dark brown, sometimes with white and darker brown mottling; carina/keel usually lighter in color 
than the rest of shell; aperture elongated with pinkish –white interior; outer lip is dark brown and 
sinuous with strong elongated teeth within; canal with incised spiral lines 

 
 
 

Related Species and Characteristic Differences  

Species Name Diagnostic Characteristics 

Astyris gausapata 

Lacking swollen shoulder keel on final whorl; outer lip weakly lirate; 
sculpture has weak/microscopic axial striations; paucispiral protoconch- 
usually eroded 
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Diagnostic Characteristics  

Diagnostic 
Characteristics Photos by Marine Sediment Monitoring Team 

outer lip dark 
brown, strongly 
lirate, and sinuous  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

swollen shoulder 
keel on final whorl 
(highly variable 
amongst individual 
specimens) 
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More Information  

 
More information about Puget 
Sound benthic invertebrates is 

available at:  
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/

eap/psamp/index.htm 
 

 
Prepared by Angela Eagleston 

(Ecology); reviewed by Susan Weeks 
(Oikos). This document is available on 
the Department of Ecology’s website at 
https://fortress.wa.gov/ecy/publications/

SummaryPages/1703302.html  
 
 

If you need this document in a 
format for the visually impaired, 

call (360) 407-6764. Persons with 
hearing loss can call 711 for 
Washington Relay Service.  

Persons with a speech disability 
can call (877) 833-6341. 
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