
Prunus avium- Sweet cherry  Prunus emarginata -  Bitter cherry (OSU) 

PPL nuisance weed list (not on our list) PPL native plant 

Avium leaves (more ovoid/rounded):

 

Emarginata leaves (longer, thinner): 

 

 

Avium bloom (hang down in cluster): 

 

Emarginata bloom (face up/smaller 
clusters): 

 

https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/prunus-emarginata#:~:text=Deciduous%2C%20thicket%20forming%20shrubs%20or,%2C%20smooth%2C%20prominent%20horizontal%20lenticels.


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Avium fruit (bigger/looks more like 
“regular” cherry): 

Emarginata fruit (smaller/looks more like 
cranberry): 



 

 

Avium bark:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Avium habit (more tree-like):  

Emarginata bark:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Emarginata habit (thicket-forming):  



 

 
 
 
 
 

Avium winter twig ID: 

 

 

Emarginata winter twig ID: 

 

 
 


