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at West Craig, Andreas; at Ballakaighan, German:
on the brooghs overlooking Ramsey Mooragh, fac
where they made implements and tools have been fc
These *“Neolithic Floors,” were strewn with flint
chippings proving that many types of awls, knives, and
arrowheads were manufactured there. i
Primitive peoples were rarely friendly. They lived
in families or clans, though their common blood,
language, religion and custom could unite them as a
Folk. In Man the Picts settled in ¢lans each of which
claimed its own territory, which included tillage and
pasturage, allowed access to mountain and sea, and
varied in area according to the size of the tribe and the
needs of its livestock. Each at first could work relatively
little land, but as populations increased, clan-boundaries
were extended and clan-territories were established, which
tended to be permanent, and which later became con-
venient units in the political, fiscal, military and legal
organisation. TIndividually and in groups, these clan-
territories were probably the origins of later territorial

~ Kk. Christ Rushen. units such as the Bala, Treen, Sheading and Parish.

It has been suggested that the Bala was the clan-territory, and that the three open
fields into which it was divided for common culture each formed a Treen. The com-
mon meeting point of these became the tribal centre where the chief, who was
war-leader, lawgiver, judge and priest, built his homestead, and near which he was
buried, His Barrow becametemple aswell as tomb; the sacred site around which the
held its Assemblies, Courts and Fairs, and near which eraftsmen founded their vi
The Picts arrived in Man under many leaders, but they re
was too small to be divided zmong a number of chiefs who v
one another. Tt is certain, therefore, that it soon becam
by a King under whom common interests, such as taxatio







The Ronaldsway family reared sheep,
| neither spindle-whorls nor loom-weights
| found to show that they spun and wove
into cloth. Textiles, made by the women
their households, were worn by the noble
more leisured class, but few of the Islan
farmers found cloth serviceable.  The major
made ¢lothing and shoes from woolly sheep-
skins, or wore garments made of leather tanned
| from the hides of their cattle. Perhaps wo
| worked as hard as men in the fields, “dmﬁ
needed clathmg which would withstand the




2.Arrowheads,




FOOD VESSEL, CRONK AUST, KK. CHRIST, LEZAYRE

were made of bronze. Craftsmen made implements, tools and less important weapons
of the cheaper copper. In countries less advanced, the people continued to make
them of the even cheaper flint as in the old days. =

X Along the busy trade routes the knowledge of metals flowed freely from the
East to every race in Western Europe. By the 12th century, B.C.. it had reached
Treland, a country rich in copper, but not lin, which was imported from Cornwall.
In spite of this mischance, the Irish Cruithne became famous craftsmen in met:
for they not only met immense demands for bronze from their own coun|
but exported it o Scotland, Wales and Man. i



‘and women's hut; the kitchen and barn; and the huts
Though ngmultm was the st&ple occupation, no fai
his land. The Bala soil be]anged to the clan. The houscholder
1 5, but merel sharedmthmruse._

]:ugs fcd in the wo
! poor hay er
of wintr.l‘ food entailed tlm siaughte'r of cattle.
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: g ) CLAGH ARD. Kk, Christ Rushen. :
of his life; his function was to counsel and protect. The powers of holy men a;
superna gs against physical ones, only they

od of about 300 years a t work
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THE SAINTS OF MAN
From Windows in Manx Parish Churches
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BURIAL CHAMBER, BALLAKELLY CIRCLE, SANTAN,
kept a gari at Rushen, and companies of bards who had lands set aside for their
support. The “Harpers' Glen” in Conchan, later named Glencrutchery, may not
have been merely the resort of bards, but a well known centre of Music, whose
cisteddfods attracted musicians from both Treland and Wales.

The Vikings, who attacked the British Isles, were known by the general name
of Northmen or Danes, though the Irish distinguished them as Norwegians, or
“Fair Strangers,” and Danes, or “Black Strangers.” The Vikings first attacked
Northumbria in 793, and Man in 798, when they sacked Inis-patrick. After this,
when they realised its situation in the Irish Sea, Man had rest from their raids, but
its bays were never free from their ships. Man became their rendezvous, the haven
at first of a few, who bargained to protect the Manx from other raiders in return
for land on which to build a camp; for food and harbourage; and for timber for
shipbuilding. The Manx had no choice; the Jsland became a Viking lair from
which attacks were launched on the neighbouring coasts. By the fortune of war
the Manx had drawn the fangs of a rabid foe, but the unwelcome alliance they had
made was enforced for a century. While warfare rotted every country round, Man
enjoyed a saving, though uneasy, peace until ambitious Viking jarls fought among
themselves, and a far-seeing Viking king dreamt of an ‘empire.

The Vikings began as raiders, but in the gth century they became conguerors
and settlers. They conquered the Orkney and Shetland Islands and settled in modern
Sutherland and Caithness. They took the outer Hebrides, and fought their way
south, through Skye, Mull and Islay to Arran until, having conquered these Western
Isles, they were ready to sail to Man. In the year 880, Harold Haarfager, or “Fair-
head.” King of Norway, set out to include these scttlements in his kingdom, and
met with little resistance. The Orkney and Shetland Islands he made into a new
kingdom, the Nordreys, or Kingdom of the Northern Isles, while the Western Isles
became similarly, the Sudreys, or Kingdom of the Southern Isles. Man, which
it is said he hartied and, “laid waste the tilths,” became a third new kingdom in
which, before returning to Norway, he left a Viceroy to govern in his name. -

: The Sudreys are memorable in Manx History. At times  they were umtag
with Man politically, for many rulers were entitled, “"King of Man and the Isles.”
IS0, e e ined.the Sudreys and Man as a single Diocese, but though the

Tsles slipped out of our history, their memory was kept green, fot the old ¢ o i
in the present title of the See, which is commounly, ‘.‘Sudoﬂ 05 ;'J-id Man. Fros ihe
time of Godred Crovan to the cession of the Tslcs o Scotiatis 4 r:ﬁﬁ. o %mﬂtbﬂ
Sudreys were one kingdom constitutionally, as after 1156 the twenty-four Taxiaxi,
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an a portion of this estate and granted the remainder to
tenants who were farmers, and who paid for its use by
doing military service, by giving part of their labour and
produce to serve as rent and taxes, and by performing
various public services, such as building fortresses.

[n Man, large numbers of men were absorbed by
agriculture, and professional men, such as lawyers and
priests, nee land as their mainstay, Of the remainder,
who were landless men, the bulk were freeman who

were hired by the others as labourers, while a few were

unfree serfs or slaves, Warfare, poverty and crime were

the main causes which forced freemen into slavery. GODRED CROVAN
Godred gave the Norse preference as landholders. He King of Mar, 107593
settled them chiefly in the fertile South, whereupon the Shel EE

Celts beca predominant in the North. This re-distribution of population
naturally ir ified the distinction between the ancient North and South, each of
which was now divided into three “ship-districts,” or Sheadings. This was at first
an essentially military unit, as the Sheading freemen were required to build, fit and
man four Skeids or warships, each seating 26 oars, to arm and train themselves as
warriors: and to take their turn of duty with the “Watch and Ward.” The Sheading
Ting was responsible for seeing this duty was done. Its officials, the Coroner and
Moar. brought any who failed to trial in the Sheading-court, where the assembled

Folk witnessed that law was done. Any case too important for this court was held
over for the law-man or lagman (Deemster) to hear when he made his customary
visits to the Sheading.

An intense respect for law, rather than justice, was instinctive in the Norse;
the rights held by each person according to his rank were measured for each possible
injury therefore, when claims were brought before a court, the injury done and the
amends to be made were assessed precisely. For certain crimes there could be no
amends. Treason was punished with death for, “the king and his law-men dare
not grant mercy.” False swearing was also a serious crime; the perjurer lost his
right hand.

The roving Norse were men of violence, but settlement changed their character.
They prospered as farmers, merchants and craftsmen; they were eager to live by law;
they adopted Christianity; and were amenable to Christian teaching and influence.
The Early Church helped the law, because the clergy, having knowledge of justice,
taught that wrongs were also sins. Offenders must repent as well as pay, and prove
repentance by efforts to lead a better life.

Because the Sheading supplied a 26-seater ship, it was divided into 26 Treens,
cach of which provided an oar for the ship’s crew. These Treens varied in size;
each contained four Farms or Quarterlands. The Treen also became a convenient
fiscal unit, as an annual tax of fixed amount was imposed on each, to which each
Quarterland contributed in proportion fo its size.

Godred or Orry was one of the great Makers of Man. Though wrathful,
cold and grim, ingrained Norse instincts made him just. He neither wasted nor
overran Man: nor were its people slain, enslaved nor driven wholly from their fands.
He established order and discipling, and founded national unity. It is certain too
that he organized and strengthened the Christian Church, established it as a
national church, :

Near the end of his reign, Godred reaped the warfare he had sown, for in
093, the turbulent Magnus Barefoot, King of Norway, harried Godred's empire.
He droye Godred's garrisons out of Dublin, and took Mull and Islay. He demanded

9
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in a meadow near the church of the Holy Trinity at Rushen,” from which place
Ji:‘ody was carried to Rushen Abbey for burial.

With the help of Ivar, Reginald’s great-nephew, Harald, seized the thro
Man, though he could not hold it, for, in 1252, when Reginald’s younger by
Magnus, came to Man from Ireland, “all received him with joy and appoin
King.” His reign was at first uneventful. He was friendly with Ng i
England. At home he supported the Church which, in 1257, he made almost ind
~dent of the State by granting the clergy freedom from *‘all service, seculur exacti
and demand, forfeiture and fine,” and by investing the bishop with the right to 'k
his court for his own demesne, with power of life and death.
10. CASTLE AND CATHEDRAL.

During the reign of Magnus, last King of Man of Godred Crovan's dynasty,
the most interesting event must have been the building of the massive stone Tower
‘ot Keep, which remains to-day the core of Rushen Castle. Harald may have begun
its building; Magnus undoubtedly made it his residence and seat of government,
as the “Chronicle” records that he died there in 1265, L
Rushen Keep was built on a bed of boulder clay washed by the Silverburn,

¢ around it in a wide ravine. Its foundations consisted of a solid
of limestone, squared into blocks and set with a mortar which to-day is |

walls, nearly 8 feet thick, enclosed a space 45 feet square inside, buf
ht unknown. This Keep comprised three stories and was covered
. In the basement, supplies were stored, and its entrance was barred
ron-studded doors strengthened by a porteullis. irc
in the solid wall, was the Hall of the Kin
and part of it was divided by
ine was the King's office w
ladies - ;
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- ‘Standing Cross, the work of 14th century eraftsmen, and the gifi
ed, of the monks of St. Bee's Priory, Cumberland, who owned lands

Q Kirk Lo nn,the“Chnrcb on the Shore,” is that of St. Onan, or Ad:
whnmahbﬁt lmmﬁ;g Itswal]sbelongtathelzth
! ¢ Near the old church is an ancient bap
slieved to represent the transition period from the use of |
that of the font. There is no evidence that St. Adamnan taught in N
he was honoured at least as a patron saint by John, the priest of Cornaa,
mmgu; Stone, now in Maughold chumhynrd invoked first, the N
Christ, and then those of Malachy, Patrick and Adamnan.
of Old Parish Church of Marown, that is, of St. Runan of [ ism
) of the Columban missionaries, and its graveyard is hall
aﬂg ﬂoﬂaee of three early saints and bishops, who are said to_have been ¢
‘is roofed and well preserved, and an unusual feature is
) __slmtme built against the west gable, which itself rises to a turrci pie

d Church, St. Mary's, was rebuilt in 1717, but there is no t
- which it stood. Built into its north wall is a unique
the front with a cross set within a circle, once pain
iption in Manx which, translated, reads, “"There
ne God and Father of us all.”
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and that their roots struck very deep is evident, for their blood still flows in Manx
veins. We have noted that they instituted their mode of government; established 3
strong system of defence; imposed a stern discipline; and expressed their inspiration
in a characteristic art. Only such radical differences as race, language and character
defeated them, though not wholly so, for to some extent these were resolved. Each
language, for example, received clements from the other, and both survive to the
present day.

The Island’s defences were of the first importance and these were

efficientl
maintained, Magnus Barefoot built strongholds, and lesser forts were crected a{
vulnerable points. The Sheadings and Treens were established to pro ships
and armed men. The land system was reorganised to encourage a mili cla:

: Y Clifise
and the old-time Coastal Defence, or Watch and Ward, was one of the strongest
survivals. It was systematized to ensure a ceaseless vigilance, and was maintained
until the end of the Napoleonic Wars, little more than a century ago.

Iron swords, spearheads and fragments of battleaxes are the principal Norse
weapons discovered in Manx burial grounds. Some have been found in Christian
churchyards, notably in those of Maughold, Michael, Malew, Old Braddan and
Jurby, but the most informing remains are those from the pagan burial mounds of
Ballateare and Knock y Doonee. Cronk Keeilleig, an ancient tumulus in the farm-
yard of Ballateare, Jurby, was excavated in 1946. It was found to contain a Viking
burial of the 1oth century, whose mound had been heaped above the Neolithic
cemetery already referred to. Here were found two Viking swords, both typical
weapons with broad, straight, two-edged blades counterpoised with heavy pommels,
and straight guards with slight projections beyond the edges of the biades. The
rim of the guard and the baseband of the pommel were ornamented with silver bands
decorated with parallel cross-lines, which formed a lozenge pattern. A round,
iron shield-boss, dented by a blow, was also found at Ballateare. In the Manx
Museum is a similar boss from Cronk Moar, together with an iron knife or dagger
and a socketed spearhead—a long, lance-like, deadly looking blade.

At Balladoyne, St. John's an Early Christian cemetery, excavated in 1937,
proved to be a most interesting site as it provided a little of everything, Christian
lintel graves, a remarkable prehistoric inscribed stone, and a group of Viking weapons.
No remains oceur in Man of the well known Viking helmets, nor of their armoured
corselets or byrnies, which were thick cloth or leather jackets covered with iron
scales or rings.

It was a Viking custom to bury a warrior in his ship. Sometimes the ship
was set on fire and sent blazing out to sea. Often it was dragged to a selected site
on land. Several ship burials are known in Man, but the most notable is that at
Knock y Doonee, Andreas, where a long, low mound, excavated in 1927, was found
to contain a Viking ship burial of the 1oth century. Nothing remained of the boat
but its iron bolts, but from these and other survivals it was possible to assert that
the ship was of the Gokstad type and was about 35 feet long. 1In its centre lay its
owner's remains and in the stern those of hi

f his horse. His weapons were near to his
hand. His iron sword, broken and
i v laands be CarilL 20C,

{i{_ad a é:razgh}g hnt—g;}ar'd die:oratcd ‘with
in impressed scroll pattern. Near it lay a long, slender.
socketted spearhead ind the corroded blade of a battleaxe, = i
_ A stone coffin-lid ornamented with a sheathed sword and Gothic Cross, and
found in the grounds of Rushen Abbey, is belicved to have covered the tomb of
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Soon after Richard II. landed in Wales he surrendered to Henry Bolingbroke
who became King of England as Henry IV.  As William Le Scrope had been con.
demned of high treason, his lands, including Man, passed into the possession of
the English Crown.

In 1399, Henry IV. granted Man to Henry Percy, Earl of NO"“‘!Umberland,
subject to the service of carrying ““on the coronation day of us and our heirs,” the

sword, “called the Lancaster Sword,” which Henry had drawn on hi landing at
Ravenspur. Man was but a little part of the rich reward in lands Northumberland
had earned by his support, but he and his family felt dissatisfied. A« Marcher
Lords the Percys were ever embroiled in Border warfare with the Scots. v ho in 1403,
under the earl of Douglas, launched one of their fiercest forays into Northi:mberland.
Henry Percy and his famous son, Henry “Hotspur,” awaited their return iomildon
Hill. When the Scots appeared, they were met with a rain of arrow As they
advanced, the English shot them down with unerring aim. Their charge was met
with shafts so sharp and strong, that not a man among them could bear himself
before the “‘iron sheet.” Victory was won entirely by the archers; in the battle

the men-at-arms drew not the sword.

The success of the Percys brought their grievances to a head. for the king
refused to grant them additional reward. Conspiring for the overthrow of Henry,
they rose at length in revolt, and found ready allies in the disaffected Welsh. Hotspur
joined their leader, Owen Glendower, and their armies met those of the King near
Shrewsbury. Again the Northumbrian archers drew their bows and the King’s
men “fell as the leaves fall after a frosty night.” They recoiled before the arrows,
and again before Hotspur’s charge, and for a full three hours the wager of battle
was contested desperately. In the moment of hottest fray, Henry entered the field
with his reserves, and ‘“‘did that day many feats of arms.” Then Hotspur fell; an
arrow pierced his brain. His death spread panic among his followers; they and the
Welsh fled and gave Henry victory. Northumberland, marching to aid the rebels,
heard of their defeat, and of the death of his son and brother. He hurried back to
Warkworth and disbanded his men. When he appeared before the King at York,
he was generously forgiven his revolt, even without fine or forfeiture.

In 1405, Northumberland again conspired, and when he was betrayed, he
fled to Scotland. This time his lands were forfeit, so Henry IV. sent the brothers,
Sir John and Sir William Stanley, the former of whom was his Lieutenant in Ireland,
to seize the Isle of Man, and to hold it in his name. Later in the year, he granted
the Island to Sir John Stanley for life. In 1406, he cancelled this grant, and subject
to his supremacy, gave Man, with its castles and royalties, and with the patronage
of the bishopric to Sir John Stanley, his heirs and assigns, on the service of rendering
two falcons on paying homage, and two falcons to all future Kings of England on
the day of their coronation. With the accession of the Stanleys as Kings or Lords
of Man, a new and brighter Age began to dawn for the Island and its people.






