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SUBJECT HEADINGS VS. GENRE/FORM TERMS 

 Describe the content of 

the work 

 Horror films would be 

assigned to a book 

about horror films 

 650 #0 Horror films. 

 Describe what the item 
is 

 Horror films would be 
assigned to the movie 
itself because it is a 
horror film 

 Horror is the genre 

 Film is the form 

 655 #7 Horror films. $2 
lcgft 

Subject Headings Genre/Form Terms 



GENRE VS. FORM 

 Category of content 

 Radio announcements 

 Reality television 

 Thrillers 

 Format or purpose 

 Animated 

 Nautical charts 

 Video recordings for the 

hearing impaired 

Genre  Form 



GENRE/FORM SOURCE CODES 

 http://www.loc.gov/standards/sourcelist/genre-form.html  

 655 #7 Television movies. $2 gsafd 
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CONTROLLED VOCABULARIES 

 Art and Architecture Thesaurus (AAT) 

 BISAC Subject Headings (BISACSH) 

 Ethnographic Thesaurus (ET) 

 Genre Terms: A Thesaurus for Use in Rare Book 

and Special Collections Cataloguing 

 Guidelines on Subject Access to Individual Works 

on Fiction, Drama, Etc. (GSAFD) 

 Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library 

and Archival Materials (LCGFT) 

 Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) 



CONTROLLED VOCABULARIES 

 MARC Genre Term List (MARCGT) 

 Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) 

 Moving Image Genre-Form Guide (MIGFG) 

 Moving Image Materials: Genre Terms (MIM) 

 Radio Form-Genre Guide (RADFG) 

 Thesaurus for Graphic Materials (TGM) 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 

 Separated from LCSH in 2010 

 As of June 2010, entitled Library of Congress 

Genre/Form Terms for Library and Archival 

Materials 

 Appeared in print in 32nd edition of LCSH as a 

supplement 

 Incorporated into Volume 1 in 33rd edition of LCSH 

 New authority records issued monthly 

 http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/  

http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/
http://www.loc.gov/aba/cataloging/subject/


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 

 Terms can be found using OCLC Connexion 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 

 Terms can also be found online 

 http://authorities.loc.gov/  

http://authorities.loc.gov/
http://authorities.loc.gov/


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 

 http://id.loc.gov/  

 

http://id.loc.gov/


LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 

  



LIBRARY OF CONGRESS GENRE/FORM 

TERMS (LCGFT) 



AUTHORITIES AND VOCABULARIES  

 http://id.loc.gov/  

 

http://id.loc.gov/
http://id.loc.gov/


GUIDELINES ON SUBJECT ACCESS TO INDIVIDUAL 

WORKS OF FICTION, DRAMA, ETC. (GSAFD) 

 http://alcme.oclc.org/gsafd/OAIHandler?verb=ListIdentifiers&

metadataPrefix=z39_19 
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GUIDELINES ON SUBJECT ACCESS TO INDIVIDUAL 

WORKS OF FICTION, DRAMA, ETC. (GSAFD) 

 655 #7 Love stories. $2 gsafd 



GUIDELINES ON SUBJECT ACCESS TO INDIVIDUAL 

WORKS OF FICTION, DRAMA, ETC. (GSAFD) 

 655 #7 Love stories. $2 gsafd 

 



GUIDELINES ON SUBJECT ACCESS TO INDIVIDUAL 

WORKS OF FICTION, DRAMA, ETC. (GSAFD) 

 

MARC Format Dublin Core Format 



BOOK INDUSTRY STANDARDS AND 

COMMUNICATIONS SUBJECT HEADINGS 

(BISACSH) 

 http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-

headings-list-major-subjects.php 
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BOOK INDUSTRY STANDARDS AND 

COMMUNICATIONS SUBJECT HEADINGS 

(BISACSH) 

 650 #7 ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES / Art. $2 bisacsh 



BOOK INDUSTRY STANDARDS AND 

COMMUNICATIONS SUBJECT HEADINGS 

(BISACSH) 

 650 #7 TRUE CRIME / Murder / Serial Killers. $2 bisacsh 



RESOURCES 

 American Memory Terms 

 http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/techdocs/genre.html 

 Art and Architecture Thesaurus (AAT) 

 http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat  

 Book Industry Standards and Communications Subject 
Headings (BISACSH) 

 http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-
headings-list-major-subjects.php 

 Ethnographic Thesaurus (ET) 

 http://www.vocabularyserver.com/etnography/  

 Genre Terms: A Thesaurus for Use in Rare Book and 
Special Collections Cataloging 

 http://www.rbms.info/committees/bibliographic_standards/cont
rolled_vocabularies/genre/alphabetical_list.htm  

http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/techdocs/genre.html
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/techdocs/genre.html
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/aat
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.bisg.org/what-we-do-0-136-bisac-subject-headings-list-major-subjects.php
http://www.vocabularyserver.com/etnography/
http://www.vocabularyserver.com/etnography/
http://www.rbms.info/committees/bibliographic_standards/controlled_vocabularies/genre/alphabetical_list.htm
http://www.rbms.info/committees/bibliographic_standards/controlled_vocabularies/genre/alphabetical_list.htm


RESOURCES 

 Guidelines on Subject Access to Individual Works on 
Fiction, Drama, Etc. (GSAFD) 

 http://alcme.oclc.org/gsafd/OAIHandler?verb=ListIdentifiers&
metadataPrefix=z39_19  

 Library of Congress Genre/Form Terms for Library and 
Archival Materials (LCGFT) 

 OCLC Connexion 

 http://authorities.loc.gov/ (LC Authorities) 

 http://id.loc.gov/ (LC Authorities and Vocabularies) 

 http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genre_form_faq.pdf (FAQs) 

 Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH) 

 OCLC Connexion 

 http://authorities.loc.gov/ (LC Authorities) 

 http://id.loc.gov/ (LC Authorities and Vocabularies) 
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RESOURCES 

 MARC Genre Term List 

 http://www.loc.gov/standards/valuelist/marcgt.html  

 Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) 

 http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/  

 Moving Image Genre-Form Guide (MIGFG) 

 http://www.loc.gov/rr/mopic/miggen.html  

 Moving Image Materials: Genre Terms (MIM) 

 http://www.loc.gov/cds/products/product.php?productID
=63   

 Radio Form-Genre Guide (RADFG) 

 http://www.loc.gov/rr/record/frmgen.html 

 Thesaurus for Graphic Materials (TGM) 

 http://www.loc.gov/pictures/collection/tgm/ 
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QUESTIONS 


