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Foreword

I have seen the contents of this book and found that Prof. Dholakia has put tremendous and useful
effort in identification of prawn and shrimp species of India. Early identification of the commercial
species from the Mysis and Postlarvae will help to separate unwanted species from the culture batch.
For precious identification at these stages, he has given drawing of each part of the body. For
identification of adults he has given drawings and colour photographs wherever it is possible.

In this book he has given identification of 78 Marine water prawn and 17 freshwater shrimps
totaling 95 prawn and shrimp species. Identification and culture activities were explained using 535
drawings, 87 colour photographs and 30 tables. Besides identification he has covered culture aspects
also for this requirement of different parameters like Site selection, design and construction of culture
pond, type of soil, stocking, feed nutrition requirement, feed preparation, method and quantity of feed
distribution are explained and also possibilities of diseases observed in commercial cultured
prawn/shrimp are given.

I know Dr. Dholakia since 1977. He has done his Ph. D. in marine Prawn Culture. He has done
excellent work when he was in-charge of prawn culture laboratory at Okha. He has published many
research papers. Looking to his experience, I am sure that this Book will be helpful to B. F. Sc. and
M. F. Sc. students, teachers and research workers of Fisheries Faculty of respective colleges,
technical officers/staft of fisheries, as well as to supervisors of prawn/shrimp culture farms. I wish
him all success in his life.

Residence A.U. Buch
“Ashirwad” A/67-C Plot No 1006/2 Deputy Commissioner of Fisheries, (Retired)
Opp. S. T. Depot. Sector—7 C Department of Fisheries, Govt. of Gujarat.

Gandhinagar — 382007, Gujarat Gandhinagar, Gujarat



Preface

Prawns are recognized as a major delicacy for the table and in many parts of the world prawn
fisheries have developed extensively during the last forty years. Traditionally, prawning was a
shallow-water fishery; prawns being trawled from coastal and estuarine waters; but with the
increased demand for prawns, trawling and trapping have now been extended down to 400 fathoms.

The commercial prawns of India can be grouped in to Penaeid and non-penaeid. Penaeid form a
little over 50 per cent of the total marine prawn catch, the rest being non-penaeid.

It 1s necessary to identify them and only commercially important and high demand prawn can be
cultured for profitable business. In this book I have given identification of 78 Marine water prawn
and 17 freshwater shrimps. Identification of prawn and shrimp of commercial importance is given
from Mysis stage to Post larvae stages. Identification using carapace and how to identify
prawn/shrimp in field are also given. I have tried to give justice to this subject with the help of 535
drawings, 87 colour photographs and 30 tables. In this book I have tried to cover identification of 95
prawn and shrimp species. The subject is justified using more than 90 references.

Different parameters like Site selection, design and construction of culture pond, type of soil,
stocking, feed nutrition requirement, feed preparation, method and quantity of feed distribution, and
some major diseases in commercial cultured prawn/shrimp are given. Culture method in details of
marine prawn as well as freshwater shrimp is given. In this book the requirement of syllabus for
B.F.Sc and M.F.Sc. approved by [.C.A.R. is also looked in to with respect to the subject of this book.

Details of selection of prawn/shrimp species for culture considering local condition are also
discussed.

Looking to high demand of culture prawn due to eco-friendly and unpolluted environmental
condition, business people would like to culture prawn/shrimp. This book will be highly helpful to
them as well as to fishery students, teachers and research workers.

Prof. Anshuman D. Dholakia
201, Shashwat Apartment,

Nr. Vaibhav Laxmi Temple

B/H Drive-in-Cinema

Memnagar, Ahmedabad — 38 0052



Recommendation

I have seen the contents of this book. Looking to the high demand and taste of Prawn/Shrimps, it is
necessary to know about them. Prof. Dholakia has tried to identify about 95 prawn/shrimp species in
this book. He has also given the culture systems for both Marine as well as freshwater prawn/Shrimp.

In present days when day by day landings are decreasing, it is necessary to culture prawn/shrimp.
It is my experience that many students and people are facing difficulty in identifying proper
prawn/shrimp.

This 1s very important to identify prawn/shrimp properly before starting their culture. Efforts
made by Prof. Dholakia is to be admired. I recommend using this book as reference book by students
and teachers who are in this field may get proper guidance.

Prof. D.C. Bhatt
Head, (Marine Sciences) (Retd.)
Bhavnagar University, Bhavnagar
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